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Suozzi Appointed Co-Chair of Democrats 
For Border Security Task Force

Launches task force with Co-Chair Rep. Henry Cuellar to address our country’s immigration 
and border crisis. See story on page 2.

Money-Savings Guide Provides Practical Tips 
for Everyone 

     The New York Department of State’s Division of Consumer 
Protection (DCP) shares its Money Savings Guide which of-
fers 50 ways New Yorkers can save and manage finances on 
everyday expenses. The guide includes tips for saving money on 
groceries, utilities, transportation, shopping, and entertainment. 
Managing money wisely and improving financial well-being 
takes time to plan and research. The more consumers know, the 
more empowered they’ll be to make everyday changes that can 
positively impact their finances. 
     New York Secretary of State Robert J. Rodriguez said, “These 
tips may seem simple but when you add them all up, they can 
lead to big savings for a household. By taking stock of your 
spending and changing your habits, you may find that you’re 
no longer using some of those services you signed up for years 

NYS Department of State’s  
Division of Consumer Protection 

Releases Ways New Yorkers  
Can Save Money

Queens Legislators (Liu, Raga) Call For 
Stronger Freedom Of Information Laws

Sunshine Week Press Conference. See story on page 3.

Animal Care Center In Ridgewood Will 
Be Renamed In Honor Of The Late 

Council Member And Animal Advocate 
Paul Vallone

Former NYC Council Member Paul Vallone (left) participated in 
adoption events sponsored by the Animal Care Centers of New 
York. Photo courtesy of the Animal Care Centers of New York
     The Queens Animal Care Center 
in Ridgewood will be renamed “The 
Paul A. Vallone Queens Animal 
Care Center” in honor of Paul 
Vallone, the former NYC Council 
Member, who passed in late January 
at the age of 56.
     Speaker Adrienne Adams spon-
sored and passed the legislation to 
rename the facility at 19-06 Flush-
ing Avenue, Ridgewood “The Paul 
A. Vallone Queens Animal Care 
Center”.

     “Former council member Val-
lone was a passionate advocate 
for animals and their care and he 
advanced many bills to support their 
well-being while he served here in 
the council,” Adams said. “This 
includes his bill establishing Local 
Law 123 of 208, which requires the 
Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene to ensure that full-service 
animal shelters are operated in all 
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Suozzi Appointed Co-Chair of Democrats For 
Border Security Task Force

     Congressman Tom Suozzi 
(NY-03) and Congressman Henry 
Cuellar (TX-28) launched the 
Democrats for Border Security 
Task Force, a group of 26 House 
Democrats dedicated to address-
ing our country’s immigration 
and border crisis and counter-
ing the surge of illicit narcotics 
threatening communities across 
the country. Suozzi and Cuellar 
will serve as Co-Chairs of the 
newly formed Task Force.
     “America’s southern border 
and immigration system aren’t 
working, and it is time to fix it. 
This task force will advocate for 
commonsense, bipartisan com-
promise to achieve much-needed 
and long-overdue comprehensive 
immigration reform. Our ap-
proach to the immigration and 
border crisis is unequivocal; we 

will work with anybody from 
any wing of any party if they 
genuinely care about solving 
this problem,” said Rep. Suozzi. 
“Too many in politics today are 
focused on pointing out the prob-
lem and keep busy figuring out 
what tricks they have ‘up their 
sleeves’ to weaponize the border 
crisis, this task force will ‘roll up 
our sleeves’ to try to fix it.”
     “Cities across the country are 
now feeling the consequences 
of the humanitarian crisis at the 
border – something border com-
munities have been dealing with 
for years,” said Rep. Cuellar, 
Ranking Member of the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Homeland Security. “This crisis 
is unsustainable, and Democrats 
need a forum to approach border 
security policy as the GOP con-
tinues to play partisan politics 
with the issue. The crisis at our 

border demands solutions today, 
and it is unfortunate that a bi-
partisan Senate bill aimed at ad-
dressing the situation was killed 
before we even had a chance to 
debate its contents. I’m proud to 
lead my fellow Democrats on this 
Task Force so we can find sen-
sible solutions that will secure the 
border while respecting the rights 
of migrants to claim asylum.” 
     The goal of the Task Force 
will be to provide a platform for 
House Democrats to contribute 
to ongoing discussions regarding 
border security and collaborate 
with colleagues. The Task Force 
will hold meetings with Adminis-
tration officials, NGOs, and local 
officials from border communi-
ties to better inform members of 
the realities of the border crisis 
while giving House Democrats 
a platform to discuss sensible 
border security measures.

ago, or that by simply changing 
how you stream video content 
can use less energy. I encourage 
all New Yorkers, no matter your 
budget, to take a moment to track 
your spending and check out our 
Division of Consumer Protection’s 
Money Savings Guide.” 
     The top 5 category examples in 
the guide include: 
1.   Evaluating current subscrip-
tions and memberships
1.   If you have multiple subscrip-
tions, take the time to review what 
you really use and cancel those 
used infrequently. 
2.   Contact subscription services 
directly to find ways to save. Take 
advantage of discounts through 
company benefits, enroll in family 
share plans, pay fees annually vs. 
monthly, and ask the company if 
there are any other ways to save. 
3.   Cancel automatic renewals. 
Turn off auto-renewal which limits 
your opportunity to evaluate your 
subscriptions every year. 
1.   Using Electronics Wisely
1.   Shut down your computer: 
When you shut down your com-
puter, don’t forget to turn off the 
monitor—it can use twice as 
much energy as the computer. 
Use an Underwriters Laboratories 
(UL) approved power strip for 
convenience so that all computer 
accessories can be turned off with 
one switch. Even in sleep mode, 
your computer may cost you $105 
a year.  
1.   Disconnect digital media 
players: Turn off dvd and blu-ray 
players, audio players, and video 
game consoles when not in use 
to avoid wasting energy. Even 
when powered off, most electron-
ics continue to draw power, often 
referred to as ghost electricity, 
vampire power or phantom power. 
To save energy and time, plug en-
tertainment products into an UL 
approved power strip to centrally 

turn off all components at once. 
1.   Stream your content smartly: 
Streaming through a game console 
uses up to 10 times as much energy 
as streaming on a laptop or tablet. 
Consider using another kind of 
device to stream—like a blu-ray 
player, set-top box, or smart tv that 
has earned an Energy Star® label. 
1.   Planning transportation ahead 
of time
1.   Combine errands into one trip 
to save time and money. Several 
short trips taken from a cold start 
can use twice as much fuel as a lon-
ger multipurpose trip covering the 
same distance when the engine is 
warm. Trip planning ensures that 
traveling is done when the engine 
is warmed up and efficient, and it 
can reduce the distance you travel 
saving fuel and wear/tear on your 
vehicle. 
1.   Reevaluating Heating and 
Cooling
1.   Check your thermostat: Each 
degree you lower your thermostat 
can cut your fuel consumption 
by approximately 3%. Installing 
a programmable thermostat can 
automatically adjust the tempera-
ture based on your home, work, 
and sleep schedule and provide an 
estimated cost savings of 10-20% 
on your monthly heating and cool-
ing bills. 
2.   Weatherize and insulate your 
home: Help your home to retain 
heat during cold weather by insu-
lating your attic and outside walls, 
sealing and insulating heating 
ducts, removing window air condi-
tioners, wrapping or covering wall 
air conditioners, and sealing any 
cracks around walls and windows. 
3.   Get your heating system tested 
and tuned: Conduct annual check-
ups to help ensure the efficiency of 
your system. Replace your furnace 
filters at least every three months 
to keep your equipment running 
efficiently and consider replacing 
the filters once a month during 
heavy use months such as the 

summer and winter. A dirty filter 
slows down airflow and makes 
your system work harder to keep 
you comfortable. 
1.   Rethinking Your Grocery 
Habits
1.   Purchasing in bulk can save 
money on items you frequently 
buy. Wholesale shopping also 
allows you to stock up for fewer 
shopping trips. Some wholesale 
clubs allow membership sharing, 
and that could mean splitting the 
membership fee with a friend or 
family member. Remember to can-
cel memberships you aren’t using.
2.   Planning meals in advance, 
including breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, will reduce food waste 
and cut down on expensive meal 
delivery or dining-out costs. Make 
a grocery list to support the plan 
and reduce impulsive purchases. 
3.   Look for deals. Plan meals 
around a few bulk ingredients or 
based on the weekly grocery sales 
circular to ensure you’re buying 
items on sale. Take advantage of 
store savings and enroll in store 
reward programs. Search for on-
line coupons, use store savings 
and rewards cards, and watch for 
manufacturer coupons attached to 
the items in-store.
4.   Shop strategically for food. 
Take inventory of what you have at 
home before going shopping. Go to 
the grocery store with a list, having 
planned out your meals until your 
next grocery trip. 
     The New York State Division 
of Consumer Protection provides 
resources and education materials 
to consumers on product safety, 
as well as voluntary mediation 
services between consumers and 
businesses. The Consumer As-
sistance Helpline 1-800-697-1220 
is available Monday to Friday 
from 8:30am to 4:30pm, exclud-
ing State Holidays, and consumer 
complaints can be filed at any time 
at www.dos.ny.gov/consumer-
protection.

NYS Department of State’s Division of Consumer  
Protection Releases Ways New Yorkers Can Save Money
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Prominent Elected Officials Announce The Formation 
Of Latinos For Larinda

The group will organize to elect Democratic Assembly Candidate Larinda Hooks

González-Rojas says “Larinda 
is tough, trusted, transparent, 
and the only candidate we can 
count on.”

     The Latino Elected Officials 
across Queens County came to-
gether to announce the formation 
of Latinos for Larinda. Senator 
Jessica Ramos, Councilmember 
Francisco Moya, and Assem-
blymembers Catalina Cruz and 
Jessica González-Rojas are united 
in their efforts to elect Democrat 
Larinda Hooks to the State As-
sembly. The group intends to mo-
bilize volunteers for canvassing, 
phone banking, and texting in both 
English and Spanish over the next 
several months leading up to the 
June 25th Primary Election.
     Senator Jessica Ramos stated, 
“I’ve been working in the com-
munity with Larinda for over 10 
years, first as a district leader and 
now as senator and nobody works 
harder than Larinda Hooks. She’s 
always out in the community, 
actively listening to people’s is-
sues, and then acting on them to 
help improve our quality of life. 
I’m excited to endorse Larinda 
and help elect her as our new 
Assemblymember. Larinda is the 
right kind of leader we need in 
the state legislature to deliver for 
Queens families.”
     Councilmember Francisco 
Moya said, “I’ve known Larinda 
for years and have seen the tireless 
work she does for all our commu-

nities. Larinda is a bridge-builder 
and knows how to build diverse 
coalitions to help our youth, our 
seniors, and our quality of life. 
I’m going to do everything I can 
to make sure she’s our next As-
semblywoman.”
     “Larinda Hooks is an ef-
fective community leader and 
advocate, with unparalleled coali-
tion building skills and the abil-
ity to bring together community 
members from all walks of life.” 
Assemblymember Catalina Cruz 
went on to say, “her genuine dedi-
cation to uplifting others, coupled 
with her unwavering integrity, sets 
her apart as a beacon of hope and 
progress in District 35. Larinda’s 
leadership is not just about making 
promises; it’s about delivering on 
them with compassion, transpar-
ency, and a deep sense of responsi-
bility. In endorsing Larinda Hooks 
for New York State Assembly Dis-
trict 35, I am endorsing a leader 
who embodies the values of unity, 
advocacy, and sincerity that our 
community deserves.”
     Assemblymember Jessica 
González-Rojas said, “State Leg-
islators not only need to under-
stand how to get things done in 
Albany, they also need to know 
what their community wants and 
needs. Larinda has been on the 
ground for decades – building 
coalitions, leading local organiza-
tions, and advocating for a better 
quality of life. That’s why I’m ex-
cited to endorse her today. Larinda 

is tough, trusted, transparent, and 
the only candidate we can count 
on to deliver for our families.”
     Democrat Larinda Hooks 
stated, “I’m truly humbled by 
the support of these local lead-
ers. Their support is a testament 
to our work to build a broad and 
diverse coalition across the 35th 
Assembly District. Latino, Black, 
white or Asian – this campaign is 
about all of us working together 
for our community. I’m excited 
to partner with these outstanding 
public servants and look forward 
to working with them all to deliver 
for Queens’ residents.”
     Larinda Hooks is a life-long 
community organizer and civic 
rights advocate. Larinda is dedi-
cated to uniting our community 
for better public schools, afford-
able health care, and improved 
public safety. She has deep ex-
perience in successfully building 
coalitions in Corona, LeFrak 
City, and East Elmhurst that 
improve the lives of all who live 
here - both long-time residents 
and our newest neighbors. Hooks 
is the current Female Democratic 
District Leader in AD 35 and has 
served East Elmhurst and Corona 
for years.
     The 35th Assembly District 
includes Corona, East Elmhurst, 
LeFrak City, and parts of Forest 
Hills and Rego Park. The Demo-
cratic primary will be held on June 
25th, with early voting from June 
15th-23rd.

Just shy of 3,600 applications 
received during the Richards 
Administration

     Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards Jr. today 
announced his office received 
843 applications from a diverse 
group of civic-minded individu-
als seeking appointment to one 
of the borough’s 14 community 
boards this spring. Of the 843 
applications received, 592 were 
submitted by individuals who are 
not already serving on a com-
munity board.
     This continues the Richards 
Administration’s unprecedented 
run of wildly successful com-
munity board application pro-
cesses, as his office has received 
well over 800 applications in 
every cycle since taking office 
in December 2020. The Queens 
Borough President’s Office had 
previously never received more 
than 600 applications in one year.
     Combining all four appli-
cation cycles under Borough 
President Richards, his office 
has received 3,596 applications 
to serve on one of Queens’ com-
munity boards — a result of the 
Borough President’s continued 
outreach efforts, his moderniza-
tion of the application itself and 
his commitment to fostering an 
interest in community service 
among Queens residents of all 
backgrounds and identities
     “The values of community 
service and civic engagement 
run deep in Queens. Yet again, 

QBP Richards Receives Nearly 850 Community Board 
Applications In 2024

it’s clear that in every neigh-
borhood across this borough, 
there are so many people who 
are excitedly stepping up to 
make their communities better 
places to live, work and play,” 
said Borough President RICH-
ARDS. “I’m grateful to all 843 
applicants, and I’m thrilled that 
70 percent of the applications we 
received came from individuals 
who were not already members 
of their community board. I’m 
certain the eventual 2024 group 
of appointees will be yet another 
strong and committed class of 
public servants.”
     Borough President Rich-
ards opened the 2024 commu-
nity board application portal on 
Wednesday, January 3, with a 
deadline of Friday, February 16. 
Applicants who are ultimately 
appointed to serve on their re-
spective community boards will 
be notified prior to the start of 
their two-year term of service on 
Monday, April 1, 2024. 
     Borough President Richards 
will announce his 2024 class of 
community board appointees in 
early April.
     In 2021, the Borough President 
enacted a series of community 
board reforms, such as digitiz-
ing the application, allowing 
residents to apply via an easily 
fillable online form. The simpli-
fied process led to a significantly 
more diverse pool of applicants, 
enabling Borough President 
Richards to select 110 new com-
munity board members in 2021, 

94 new members in 2022 and a 
record 116 new members in 2023 
— classes that helped address 
historic membership disparities 
as it pertains to age, race, gender 
identity and sexual orientation, 
among other factors.
     Community boards are local 
representative bodies that have 
a variety of responsibilities, 
including but not limited to 
dealing with land use and zon-
ing issues. The boards have an 
important advisory role and must 
be consulted on the placement 
of most municipal facilities in 
a community. Applications for 
zoning changes or variances 
must also come before the boards 
for review.
     The boards hold hearings and 
issue recommendations about the 
City budget, municipal service 
delivery and numerous other 
matters that impact their com-
munities.
     All Queens community board 
members are appointed by the 
Queens Borough President, pur-
suant to the City Charter, with 
at least half of the appointees 
nominated by the City Council 
members represent ing thei r 
respect ive Community Dis-
tricts. Each board has up to 50 
unsalaried members who serve 
two-year terms.
     All community board mem-
bers who wish to continue serv-
ing on a board are required to 
reapply at the conclusion of their 
two-year terms and are subject to 
review and reconsideration.

     In recognition of Sunshine 
Week, a national coalition of jour-
nalists, civic and good govern-
ment groups working to highlight 
the importance of government 
transparency joined State Sena-
tors John Liu (D-Flushing) and 
Brad Hoylman-Sigal (D-Manhat-
tan) and State Assembly Member 
Steven Raga (D-Woodside) today 
in Albany to call for the passage 
of their bills to strengthen New 
York’s Freedom of Information 
Laws (FOIL).
     FOIL is commonly used by 
journalists and the members of 
the public to request records from 
New York State or local govern-
ment agencies. All 50 states have 
freedom of information laws, 
although each state’s laws vary 
from one another. The legislators 
today joined advocates for a more 
transparent and open government 
in support of several measures 
to speed up FOIL requests and 
reduce procedural burdens on the 
attorneys who litigate them. 
     Raga’s bill, A8586, would 
put a stop to agencies endlessly 
delaying their responses to FOIL 
requests by requiring agencies to 
acknowledge FOIL requests and 
produce an approximate date, 
within a reasonable timeframe, 
for the request to be approved or 
denied.
State Assembly Member Steven 
Raga stated, “FOIL requests are 
a vital tool for New Yorkers to ac-
cess public information, yet New 
Yorkers have been consistently 
forced to wait months, if not years, 
for responses and are effectively 
being denied their public right 
to this information. The FOIL 
Timeline Act will cap the amount 
of time agencies have to respond 
to requests. This will ensure that 
our government is transparent, 
open, and responsive. I am proud 
to stand with my colleagues and 
transparency advocates on this 
issue during Sunshine Week.” 

     Liu’s bill, S5801A, eliminates 
an onerous provision regulating 
attorney fees that requires a party 
to “substantially prevail” before 
attorney fees are awarded. This 
statute often drags out lawsuits 
and leads to only a small handful 
of FOIL requests being upheld 
in court. 
State Senator John Liu stated, “As 
the fourth estate knows too well, 
FOIL responses are often diffi-
cult to obtain. Attorneys in New 
York know this too because of a 
statute requiring plaintiffs not to 
just prevail, but to ‘substantially 
prevail’ before fees are awarded. 
By reforming the attorney fee 
structure in FOIL lawsuits to 
allow for more reasonable com-
pensation, we would streamline 
proceedings and make it easier for 
the public to obtain information 
to which they are entitled. This 
legislation would bring New York 
in line with numerous other states 
with stronger FOIL laws, and I 
thank the NY Coalition for Open 
Government for continuing to 
shine a light on this issue during 
Sunshine Week and throughout 
the year.”
Sunshine Week is a non-partisan, 
nationwide initiative uniting 
participants from journalism, 
civic groups, government, and 
the private sector to emphasize 
the critical role of public record 
access and transparent govern-
ment in maintaining a healthy 
democracy. Celebrated annually 
in mid-March, this event coin-
cides with the birthday of James 
Madison, a staunch advocate 
for transparency, and is marked 
alongside National Freedom of 
Information Day on March 16th. 
     Also attending today’s rally 
were, the New York Coalition 
for Open Government, Reinvent 
Albany, Surveillance Technol-
ogy Oversight Project, New York 
Public Interest Research Group, 
League of Women Voters of NYS, 
Legal Aid Society and the New 
York Civil Liberties Union.

Queens Legislators (Liu, Raga) 
Call For Stronger Freedom Of 

Information Laws

five boroughs.”
     “The Paul A. Vallone Queens 
Animal Care Center” is a $30 mil-
lion three-story facility in Ridge-
wood operated by the Animal Care 
Center of New York providing 
animal adoption and surrender 
services, animal housing, a public 
animal medical clinic, animal shel-
ter care and all support services for 
the facility. 
     Newly named “The Paul A. 
Vallone Queens Animal Care Cen-
ter” will still be run by ACC who 
operates as the city’s only open-
admission sheltering organization, 
never turning any animal away. 
ACC’s mission is to end animal 
homelessness in New York City and 
every year, ACC works with over 
20,000 animals inside and outside 
the shelter.
     A married father of three, Vallone 
represented the 19th Council Dis-

trict in Northeast Queens for three 
terms following in the footsteps of 
Peter Vallone Sr., the City Council’s 
first speaker, and his brother, Peter 
Vallone, Jr. who succeeded his 
father at the City Council before 
joining the judiciary.
     “Council Member Vallone’s 
legislation was the culmination 
of a multi-generational effort that 
started over two decades ago, under 
his father, who we call Speaker One, 
Speaker Peter Vallone Sr., and it 
continued with his brother and for-
mer Council Member Peter Vallone 
Jr.,” Adams said.
     “We thank our beloved Vallone 
family for their dedicated public 
service to our city and New Yorkers 
overall, and your longstanding com-
mitment to the welfare of precious 
animals. This renaming is a fitting 
tribute and I’m so proud we could 
continue to honor Council Member 
Vallone’s memory and legacy in his 
and my home borough of Queens.”

Animal Care Center In Ridgewood Will 
Be Renamed In Honor Of The Late 

Council Member And Animal Advocate 
Paul Vallone
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     Council Member Linda Lee 
(D - Oakland Gardens) introduced 
legislation, to codify a vehicle 
theft prevention program in the 
New York Police Department to 
address ongoing car thefts.
     “The ongoing widespread thefts 
of motor vehicles has caused a na-
tional crisis, drastically impacting 
the public safety in our communi-
ties,” said Council Member Linda 
Lee, Chair of the Committee on 
Mental Health, Disabilities, and 
Addictions. “I always believe that 
the best policies are created from 
the ground up, and I have person-
ally heard the fears of many con-
cerned residents and from officers 
in my district about this uptick, 
and the need for enhanced safety 
measures to protect vehicle own-
ers. Particularly in transit deserts 
like Eastern Queens - where so 
many community members rely 
on cars to get around - we must 
ensure that the infrastructure is 
in place to protect their methods 
of getting to work and school and 
to keep our city moving.”
     “Protecting our communities 
means safeguarding the very 
vehicles that connect us to our 
livelihoods and loved ones,” said 
Council Member Yusef Salaam. 
“The launch of a dedicated vehicle 
theft prevention program by the 
New York Police Department is 
a crucial step towards ensuring 
public safety and restoring peace 
of mind for all residents. By em-
powering individuals with pre-
ventative measures like steering 
wheel locks and providing vital 
education on vulnerabilities, we 
not only deter theft but also foster 
a culture of proactive engagement 
in protecting our property. Let us 
unite in this effort to hold manu-
facturers accountable and demand 
enhanced cooperation in fortify-
ing our vehicles against theft, 
for every stolen car represents a 
breach of trust and a threat to the 
fabric of our urban life.”
     “In District 46, and in other 
communities across the city, 
where public transportation op-
tions are limited, cars are a neces-
sary mode of transport and often 
one of the most valuable assets an 
individual owns,” said Council 
Member Narcisse. “I commend 
my colleague Council Member 
Linda Lee for her efforts to drive 
down automobile theft by intro-
ducing legislation to establish a 
vehicle theft prevention program. 
Most importantly, this program 
will help compel companies like 
Kia and Hyundai to increase 
anti-theft devices and measures 
included in their vehicles, helping 
to safeguard property and enhance 
public safety.”
     “Car theft is on the rise and 
the numbers are staggering,” said 
Council Member Dinowitz. “I 
am thrilled to co-prime introduce 
Council Member Lee’s legislation 
to effectively prevent the theft 
of vehicles in our city. A stolen 
vehicle can upend the daily and 
long-term lives of all of our con-
stituents, severely impacting the 
commutes and transportation of 
workers, students, and children. 
The provision of anti-theft de-
vices and educational materials 
provides our local communities 

with mechanisms with which 
to protect themselves. But more 
importantly, this bill will be a 
step in pushing corporations to 
realign their interests in favor 
of consumer safety. Negligence 
is never acceptable, especially 
on the part of motor companies 
whose responsibility it is to have 
implemented standard security 
measures in the first place.”
     “Autotheft has been skyrock-
eting in New York City in recent 
years, and many car owners feel 
unsafe when they park their cars 
each day,” said Councilwoman 
Joann Ariola. “Programs like 
this will go a long way towards 
reassuring motorists, and will 
help to deter thieves and prevent 
them from victimizing any more 
citizens in this city.”
     “As the City Council Member 
and proud resident of District 
16, I’ve witnessed firsthand the 
detrimental effects of the surge 
in car thefts on our community. 
District 16 has historically been a 
transit desert, which already pres-
ents challenges for community 
members in their daily lives,” said 
Council Member Althea Stevens. 
It’s important that as a city, we 
address these barriers head-on and 
provide the necessary support to 
ensure the safety and well-being 
of all car owners.”
     “Safeguarding our communi-
ties is paramount.,” says Council 
Member Nantasha Williams, 
Chair of Committee on Civil 
and Human Rights. “Thank you, 
Council Member Linda Lee, for 
championing the introduction of 
legislation aimed at creating a Ve-
hicle Theft Prevention Program. 
This initiative underscores the im-
portance of proactive measures in 
ensuring the safety and tranquility 
of our neighborhoods, instilling a 
sense of security for all residents.”
     “When vehicles are stolen, it 
doesn’t just affect the owner, it 
often leads to a wider public safety 
issue,” said Councilmember San-
dra Ung. “I have heard from offi-
cers in my district how these sto-
len cars are often used to commit 
other crimes in our communities, 
and grand larceny auto continues 
to be one of the most prevalent 
crimes in my district. Creating a 
theft prevention program will not 
only protect vehicle owners from 
having their cars stolen, but lead 
to safer neighborhoods overall.”
     Int. 610 would require the 
NYPD to establish a vehicle theft 
prevention program and provide 
the public with devices, like 
steering wheel locks, to prevent 
car theft. The NYPD would be 
required to distribute educa-
tional materials detailing any 
known software issues that make 
vehicles easy to steal, provide 
assistance in installing software 
updates, and engage in a public 
outreach campaign. The program 
is intended to press motor vehicle 
companies like Kia and Hyundai 
into enhanced cooperation with 
anti-theft measures.
     Despite other measured de-
creases in crimes from 2022 
to 2023, the thefts of Kia and 
Hyundai vehicles have stubbornly 

Council Member Lee Introduces 
Legislation to Create a Vehicle Theft 

Prevention Program

     The Ides of March are a rough 
time in certain Shakespeare plays, 
but it’s a great time to enjoy 
Queens. Upcoming fun includes 
a brutal comedy, cardboard explo-
sion, diva energy, sheep-counting, 
famous borough people, and 
bunny photos.
•   March 15, The Revolutionists, 
March 24. Titan Theatre Company 
presents this Lauren Gunderson 
comedy about four women during 
the French Revolution’s Reign of 
Terror (1793-1794). Playwright 
Olympe De Gouge, assassin Char-
lotte Corday, former queen Marie 
Antoinette, and Haitian rebel 
Marianne Angelle murder, lose 
their heads, and try to beat back 
insanity. The 7:30 pm shows are 
on March 15, 16, 21, 22, and 23. 
The 3 pm shows are on March 
17 and 24. Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. S., Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.
•   March 15, Teen Mixer, 6 pm. 
The Queens Teens Institute Lead-
ership Cohort hosts this party 
whose theme is Enchanted Spring 
Homecoming. Walk down a red 
carpet for an evening of 1990s 
nostalgia with music, dance, 
snacks, art-making workshops, 
a photo booth, and tours led by 
teens. Queens Museum, NYC 
Building, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.
•   March 15, Giselle Loves Mam-
bo, 7 pm. In this play, Giselle’s 
dance partner gets injured the 
day before a big competition. Her 
boyfriend, Manuel, agrees to fill 
in, but then he gets stage fright. 
The Secret Theatre, 38-02 61st 
St., Woodside.
•   March 15, Photo with Bunny, 
March 30. Visit the Easter Bunny 
and take some photos. The Bun-
ny’s schedule is March 15, 2 pm to 
7 pm; March 16, 11 am to 7 pm; 
March 17, noon to 6 pm; March 18 
to March 23, 11 am to 7 pm; March 
24, noon to 6 pm; March 25 to 
March 30, 11 am to 7 pm. Special 
experiences include Bunny Cares 
on March 17 from 10:30 am to 
noon, and Pet Nights on March 18 
at 4 pm. The Shops at Atlas Park, 
80-00 Cooper Ave., Glendale. 
•   March 16, Cardboard Ex-
plosion, 1 pm. With help from 
the audience, master puppeteer 
Brad Shur transforms simple 
cardboard shapes into elaborate 
puppet characters and brings 
them to life. In this interactive, 
family-friendly show, audience 
members choose their adventures, 
build their heroes, and outsmart 
dragons. Workshop at 1 pm; show 
at 2:15 pm. Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
•   March 16, Queens World Film 
Festival Pot Luck Party, 7 pm. 
Meet Queens World Film Festival 
filmmakers, find out about this 
year’s schedule, participate in a 
pot luck, and network. The Lo-
cal NY, 13-02 44th Ave., Long 
Island City.
•   March 16, The Glam Revue, 9 
pm. A campy night of drag perfor-
mances celebrating the powerful 
impact of divine diva energy. 
Culture Lab LIC, 5-25 46th Ave., 
Long Island City.
•   March 16, Queens Name Ex-

plorer Edit-a-Thon, 11 am. Join 
Wikimedia NYC, OpenStreet-
Map US, Urban Archive, and the 
Queens Memory Project for an 
edit-a-thon focused on raising 
awareness of prominent people 
from Queens. Queensbridge Tech 
Lab, 10-43 41 Ave., Long Island 
City.
•   March 16, Counting Sheep, 1 
pm. Hands-on History is a free 
activity on the first and third Sat-
urday of every month. In Rufus 
King’s time, sheep were mainly 
used for their wool, not their meat. 
King had 26 sheep, original wool 
carders, a loom, and a spinning 
wheel to make clothing and blan-
kets. On March 16, participants 
use recycled packing peanuts to 
create sheep puppets. King Manor 
Museum, 150-03 Jamaica Ave.
•   March 16, Rough Draft Festival 
2024, March 23. This multi-day 
event features playwright read-
ings at various times on various 
dates. LaGuardia Performing Arts 
Center, 31-10 Thomson Ave., Long 
Island City.
•   March 16, Lisa Lapinski: Miss 
Swiss Book Tour, 2 pm. Artist 
Lisa Lapinski and publication con-
tributors Bruce Hainely and Kyle 
Dancewicz chat on this last stop 
on Lapinski’s spring book tour. 
SculptureCenter, 44-19 Purves St., 
Long Island City.
•   March 17, Malevo, 3 pm. 
Direct from Argentina, this all-
male group elevates Malambo 
traditions with urban percussion, 
dance, strength, dexterity, and 
agility with elements of Fla-
menco, Tango and Irish stepdance. 
Queensborough Performing Arts 
Center, 222-05 56th Ave., Bayside.
•   March 17, Orchestra of St. 
Luke’s, 2 pm. Valerie Coleman’s 
Portraits of Josephine is a wind 
quintet honoring Josephine Baker. 
Playwright Kirya Traber joins Or-
chestra of St. Luke’s, melding her 
narrative with Coleman’s musical 

memoir. From Baker’s vaudeville 
start in St. Louis to her Folies 
Bergère in Paris, experience her 
impact on culture and social jus-
tice. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
•   March 17, Famous People of 
Queens, 1:30 pm. Author Rob 
MacKay presents a lecture on his 
latest Arcading Publishing book 
about famous people from the 
borough. Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave., Flushing.
•   March 20, Toshiko Takaezu: 
Worlds Within, July 28. With 
about 200 works from private and 
public collections, this retrospec-
tive traces the evolution of Taka-
ezu’s practice and reframes her as 
one of the most compelling and 
conceptually innovative Ameri-
can artists of the last century. 
Items include videos, programs, 
and an interactive installation. The 
Noguchi Museum, 09-01 33rd Rd., 
Long Island City.
•   March 20, Stacy Grossfield: 
Metamorphosis, March 30. The 
Chocolate Factory Theater con-
tinues its Spring 2024 season with 
the premiere of metamorphosis 
2, a new dance performance by 
Stacy Grossfield that’s a blunt, 
graphic, macabre, and vulnerable 
dissection of female pain. Shows 
are Wednesdays and Fridays at 7 
pm and Thursdays and Saturdays 
at 7 pm and 9 pm. The Chocolate 
Factory Theater, 38-33 24th St., 
Long Island City.
•   March 21, Language City: The 
Fight to Preserve Endangered 
Mother Tongues in New York, 6 
pm. Endangered Language Alli-
ance Co-director Ross Perlin dis-
cusses his new book on languages 
via the Queens Public Library 
zoom. The book presents a por-
trait of the Big Apple’s linguistic 
diversity, the impact of immigra-
tion, and the challenges preserv-
ing indigenous and endangered 
languages.

NoguchiTakaezu 
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Did You 
Know?HOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only

For the Week of ... 3/14/24 - 3/20/24

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You can help other people with 
their financial problems by show-
ing them how to set up a budget 
and reduce their spending. Catch 
up on any correspondence. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,3,2.

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You may be frustrated by the 
way situations are being handled 
in your work place. Love and 
romance are evident. Be cautious 
while traveling. Your lucky num-
bers are 3,6,9.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Much can be accomplished if you 
compromise. A quiet restful day 
just staying in bed or catching up 
on reading will be your best bet. 
Your lucky numbers are 4,8,6.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
You should put a little extra effort 
in at work. Your intellectual charm 
will win hearts and bring opportu-
nities that you least expect. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,2,9.

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Make sure that you have covered 
yourself legally and try not to let 
your temper get out of hand. You 
need to spend time with friends 
and family. Have a party. Your 
lucky numbers are 9,5,7.

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You may find that others do not do 
things the way you want. You may 
be tired of working for someone 
else. You can make money with 
your ideas. Your lucky numbers 
are 2,7,9.

TRY AND FIND

Baton
Clarinet
Color Guard
Column
Cymbals

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Sudoku and crosswords online..  
Visit www.queenstimes.com Click on Puzzles

“Try And Find”

ACROSS
1. Exploded star
5. Young woman
9. Fritter away
14. Ends a prayer
15. Pretentious
16. French for “Airplane”
17. Pentacle
19. Connecting points
20. Terminated
21. Personified
23. Plotted
25. Get by a will
28. Paddle
29. South southwest
32. Muffle
33. Explosive
34. Alley
35. Lack of difficulty
36. Muse of poetry
38. Away from the wind
39. Cultural doings
40. 5 plus 5
41. Washed off
43. South southeast
44. Physically sound
45. Some school supplies
46. Compulsions
48. Abroad
50. Fill with joy
54. Perpendicular to the keel
55. Inflammation of a joint
57. Scandinavian
58. Bull
59. Puts on
60. Discourage
61. Trudge
62. Type of sword

DOWN
1. Back of the neck
2. Portent
3. Sell
4. Comes before
5. Delay
6. Apprehend
7. Unit of postage
8. Symbiote
9. Roam
10. Evade
11. Adjacent
12. Pigeon-___
13. N N N
18. Love intensely
22. Cantata
24. 90s
25. Notions
26. Approaches
27. Undue speed
29. Mud volcano
30. Contemptuous look
31. Noxious plants
33. Browning of skin
34. Overwhelming victory
37. Backs away
42. Not outer
44. Previous
45. Casual eatery
46. Stop
47. Christmas song
48. Double-reed woodwind
49. Green, in heraldry
51. At the peak of
52. Fork prong
53. Being
54. Additionally
56. Pig

Drums
Flute
Glockenspiel
Halftime Show
Horns

In Tune
Majorette
Parade
Practice
Rows

Saxes
Sousaphone
Trombone
Trumpet
Uniform

“Sudoku”

ARIES 
(Mar. 21  - April 20)
Your work place may be in an 
uproar and you are best to stay 
out of the line of fire. Co-workers 
may not be telling you the truth 
about a work situation. Your lucky 
numbers are 1,7,3.

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Someone you least expect may not 
have your best interests at heart. 
You may have a hard time relating 
to children this week. Your lucky 
numbers are 5,3,2.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
You may want to get involved in 
some kind of creative group. Rela-
tives may not be telling you the 
whole truth about a family situ-
ation.  lucky numbers are 5,3,8.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Your creative talent will prove to 
be lucrative if put to proper use. 
Business trips will result in very 
profitable ventures. Travel should 
be on your agenda. Your lucky 
numbers are 6,8,2.

LEO 
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
Discord may arise with someone 
you’re close to. Put your efforts 
into job advancement. You can 
make money through your own 
creative efforts. Your lucky num-
bers are 9,4,2.

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Your need to get away could lead 
you into greater debt. Use discre-
tion in your dealings and refrain 
from making verbal promises of 
any kind. Your lucky numbers 
are 8,5,4.

Read Our Paper Online 
 www.queenstimes.com

•   tennis was originally played 
with bare hands
•   the Olympic flag was designed 
in 1913
•   a bowling pin will fall at a tilt 
of 7.5 degrees
•   there are 31,536,000 seconds 
in a year
•   a piece of paper cannot be 
folded more than 7 times
•   the opposite sides of a die 
always adds up to 7
•   VHS stands for Video Home 
System
•   the WD in WD-40 stands for 
Water Displacer
•   the electric toothbrush was 
invented in 1939
•   Porsche also builds tractors
•   the Eiffel Tower has 1,792 
steps
•   Isaac Newton invented the 
cat door
•   the Titanic was built in Belfast
•   Buckingham Palace has over 
600 rooms
•   Hawaii was originally called 
the Sandwich Islands
•   Americans eat 35,000 tons of 
pasta a year
•   Hawaii is the only US state 
that grows coffee
•   Americans throw away 44 
million newspapers a day
•   Einstein slept 10 hours a night
•   Germany borders 9 other 
countries
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Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

To read GIA online in English and Italian  
Visit www.giamondo.com

Queens Taste 2024 Is Served On May 21
The Borough’s Biggest Bash Is Back at the New York Hall of Science with 

Exquisite Food, Inspiring Beverages, and Top-Notch Networking

     Queens Economic Development 
Corporation and Queens Tour-
ism Council proudly announce 
that Queens Taste 2024 is set for 
the New York Hall of Science in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
on Tuesday, May 21, from 6 pm 
to 9 pm. In other words, get ready 
for everything from crunchy to 
creamy, delectable to delightful, 
enticing to exquisite, fiery to flaky, 
pleasing to piquant, and sweet to 
savory.
     More than 50 restaurants, bever-
age purveyors, and dessert makers 
are expected to offer samples of 
cuisine from Brazil, Colombia, El 
Salvador, India, Indonesia, Italy, 
Malaysia, Thailand, The Philip-
pines, and various West Indian 
countries. A longtime candy mak-
er, a local chocolatier, and some 
clients of the Entrepreneur Space, 
a food-and-business incubator that 
QEDC operates in Long Island 
City, will be on hand with their 
artisan specialties, too.
     And to wash it all down, several 
brewers, wine makers, and mixolo-
gists will be on tap. (Teetotalers 
will be able to quench their thirst 
with tropical fruit juices and bubble 
tea.)
     Queens Taste 2024 is a celebra-
tion of the World’s Most Delicious 
Borough, but it’s also a great place 
to network. Almost all the antici-
pated 500 attendees either live in 
Queens or do business there. (Some 

do both!) Many are executive level 
employees and captains of indus-
try. Plus, the atmosphere is always 
festive, creating an ideal scene for 
meeting, greeting, and exchanging 
contact information.
     Finally, Queens Taste 2024 
supports a good cause. Proceeds 
go to QEDC’s ongoing efforts to 
attract, create, and maintain jobs 
in the borough. Tickets cost $125 
each (two for $200), but as QEDC 
is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit, they’re 
partially tax deductible as permit-
ted by law.
     Here’s the list of the enti-
ties that have expressed interest 
so far: 10-63 Meal; Applebee’s 
Grill + Bar; Arepalicious, Bevo’s 
Kitchen; Bocaito Café; Brooklyn 

Brewery; F. Ottomanelli Burgers 
& Belgian Fries; Culiraw; Fogo de 
Châo; Fuzi Pasta Co.; Little Chef 
Kitchen; Manhattan Beer; Man-
si; MumsKitchens NYC; Neir’s 
Tavern; QNSY Sparkling Cock-
tails; Queens Community House; 
Queens Curry Kitchen, Rincon 
Salvadoreño, Rudy’s Bakery & 
Café; Santa Chiara; Schmidt’s 
Candy; Taste of Surabaya; and 
Tipsy Scoop.
     Many more sponsors are ex-
pected, but the current list is as 
follows: Kaufman Astoria Studios; 
Resorts World New York City; Port 
Authority NY NJ; Plaxall Inc.; 
Silvercup Studios; USTA; The 
Driscoll Group; D&F Develop-
ment; and Webline Media Group.

Council Member James F. Gennaro and New York Blood 
Center to Host Blood Drive on Wednesday, March 27 

Amid National Blood Shortage

Council Member Gennaro pictured with his wife, Wendy 
Gennaro; Constituent Liaison Kelly Sexton; and New 
York Blood Center staff at October’s blood drive. 
Photo courtesy of Council Member Gennaro’s office

      In response to the critical 
blood shortage facing the na-
tion, Council Member James F. 
Gennaro, in partnership with 
the New York Blood Center and 
Queens Community House, is 
organizing a community blood 
drive on Wednesday, March 27. 
The drive will take place in front 
of Queens Community House’s 
Forest Hills Community Center, 
located at 108-25 62nd Drive, 
from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
     Blood drives like this one play 
a vital role in ensuring that hos-
pitals and medical facilities have 
an adequate supply of blood to 
meet the needs of patients. The 
current national blood shortage 
has placed additional strain on 
healthcare systems, making 
community support all the more 
crucial.
     “We are calling on our 
community members to come 
forward and donate blood dur-
ing this time of great need,” 
said Council Member James F. 
Gennaro. “Your contribution 
can help save lives and make 
a positive impact on our com-
munity’s health and well-being. 
I encourage all who are eligible 
to donate. “
     “I’d like to thank Queens 
Community House for thei r 
partnership on this, and for pro-
viding my office with the venue 
for the blood drive,” Gennaro 
added.
     “Queens Community House is 
committed to providing Queens 
neighbors with opportunities to 

support families and individuals 
of all ages in the community, 
so we look forward to working 
with Council Member James 
Gennaro for this blood drive,” 
said Ben Thomases, Executive 
Director of Queens Community 
House.
     The New York Blood Cen-
ter, a renowned organization 
dedicated to serving the local 
community’s blood needs, will 
be overseeing the collection 
process. They adhere to the 
highest standards of safety and 
cleanliness to ensure a safe en-
vironment for donors.
     Donors are encouraged to 

pre-register for the event to 
help streamline the process and 
ensure a steady supply of blood 
throughout the day. To register, 
please visit https://donate.nybc.
org/donor/schedules/zip
     For more information on 
blood donation eligibility and 
guidelines, please visit the New 
York Blood Center’s website at 
https://www.nybc.org/donate-
blood/donor-eligibility/.
     New York Blood Center 
Enterprises (NYBCe) is one of 
the largest community-based, 
non-profit blood collection and 
distribution organizations in the 
United States.
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona, 
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip. 
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the 
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to 
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your 
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

Council Member Julie Won Co-Names Astoria Corner in 
Honor of 16-year-old Jayden McLaurin Who Was Killed by a 

Hit-and-Run Driver
The Co-Naming Took Place at 
Ravenswood Houses at the Corner 
of 35th Avenue and 21st Street

     On Saturday, March 9, Council 
Member Julie Won and the family 
of Jayden McLaurin held a street 
co-naming ceremony at 35th 
Avenue and 21st Street for the 
16-year-old Ravenswood Houses 
resident who was killed by a 
hit-and-run driver while riding a 
Citi Bike in April 2023. Council 
Member Won’s bill, Intro 1278-
2023, co-named the intersection 
where Jayden lived. 
     At Ravenswood, Jayden pur-
sued his passion for basketball, 
playing for several community 
and school teams including the 
Boys & Girls Club (CM3), Team 
Pro Reps, Martin Luther King 
High School (Jr Varsity), IS 204 
with the 114 precinct for Satur-
days Night Lights, IS 141, and 
IS 122. He was a sophomore at 
Martin Luther King High School 
Law Advocacy and Community 
Justice. He hoped to become a 
realtor or lawyer after graduating 
from college. 
     Helping others came naturally 
to Jayden. In his spare time, he 
gave back to his community and 
was often the bridge between his 
community and the youth. He 
often helped local seniors and 
helped to promote and set up com-
munity events, regularly working 
with the Ravenswood Residents 

Association. 
     “Today is a bittersweet day as 
we co-name the corner of 35th 
Avenue and 21st Street in honor of 
Jayden McLaurin, a beloved mem-
ber of our community who was 
senselessly killed by a hit-and-run 
driver almost a year ago. Jayden 
will always be remembered as the 
light of his community, a leader 
among his friends, and someone 
always willing to lend a hand,” 
said Council Member Julie Won. 
“One child’s death from traffic 
violence is too many. I will con-
tinue to advocate for safer streets 
with his mother Porscha, his fam-
ily, and neighbors in Ravenswood 
Houses so that no more parents 

have to mourn the loss of their 
children.”  
     “Yesterday would have been 
my son Jayden’s 17th birthday. 
While my family and I are hon-
ored that the street he grew up 
on will now share his name, we 
would give anything to have him 
back with us where he should be, 
celebrating the beautiful, kind, 
gracious man that he was becom-
ing,” said Jayden’s mother Porscha 
McLaurin. “Jayden was a loving 
son, grandson, brother, nephew, 
cousin, and friend. His death has 
absolutely devastated our entire 
family. I miss him so much and 
feel the pain of his loss every 
single day.”

Councilwoman Zhuang Receives Distinguished Community 
Leader Award From Figli Maria SS. Addolorata For  

Women’s Day
     On March 3, 2024, Council-
woman Zhuang was honored to 
receive the Distinguished Com-
munity Leader Award from Figli 
Maria SS. Addolorata for her ser-
vice to this community as a dedi-
cated mother and public servant 
on Festa Della Donna (Women’s 
Day). Since its founding 75 years 
ago by immigrants from the town 
of Mola in Bari, Italy, Figli Maria 
SS. Addolorata has been a haven for 
Italian Americans across Brooklyn. 
The Councilwoman is delighted to 
support their work and to partner 
with them on future initiatives.
     Accepting the award, Coun-
cilwomen Zhuang said, “I am 
humbled and deeply grateful to 
Figli Maria SS. Addolorata for this 
beautifully designed award and to 
be recognized by a community 
of such incredible women. As we 
enter women’s history month, I am 

prouder than ever not just to be a 
woman but to be a mother to two 
beautiful girls. As a member of a 

female-majority City Council, I 
am proud to advocate for our com-
munity every day.”

Meng Secures More Than $13.1 Million For  
Local Projects In Queens

Congresswoman obtains the 
federal funds in new government 
spending package signed into law 
by President Biden
 
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens), New York’s senior mem-
ber of the House Appropriations 
Committee – which funds all 
federal agencies, programs and 
initiatives – secured more than 
$13.1 million for 15 crucial proj-
ects throughout Queens. 
     This Community Project Fund-
ing is money that was included 

in the new government spending 
package passed by the House and 
Senate last week and signed into 
law by President Biden over the 
weekend. The legislation funds 
part of the federal government 
through the end of the 2024 fis-
cal year.
     “Here in Queens, we deserve 
to receive the federal funding we 
need, and I am proud to continue 
delivering critical money for our 
borough,” said Congresswoman 
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Chancellors Matos Rodríguez And Banks Visit  
Richmond Hill High School to Promote Successful 

Career Readiness Program
CUNY Doubles Number of 
Campuses Participating in Fu-
tureReadyNYC
 
     The chancellors of the City 
University of New York and 
New York City Public Schools 
today visited Richmond Hill High 
School in Queens to promote the 
success of FutureReadyNYC, a 
NYC Public Schools initiative 
that brings together the best of 
college and career readiness, al-
lowing high school students to 
earn industry-aligned college 
credits from participating CUNY 
schools and take part in paid work 
experiences. This year, CUNY 
doubled the number of its col-
leges participating in the program, 
increasing from 8 to 16 schools. 
FutureReadyNYC offers high 
school students accelerated path-
ways into high wage, high demand 
fields of technology, education, 
healthcare and business at 100 
high schools that can accelerate 
progress to completing degrees 
at CUNY.
     “We are thrilled to continue 
to expand this critical program, 
which empowers our young peo-
ple and enriches our relation-
ship with New York City Public 
Schools,” said CUNY Chancellor 
Félix V. Matos Rodríguez. “Pre-
paring New York City’s children 
for successful careers is one of the 
greatest responsibilities that we 
have both at CUNY and at NYC 
Public Schools, and the contin-
ued growth of this program will 
mean that even more high school 
students will graduate ready to 
kickstart their futures. And when 
these students are ready to con-
tinue their collegiate studies, our 
doors remain open at CUNY.”
     “FutureReadyNYC continues to 
be a beacon that sets our students 
on paths to bold futures,” said 
NYC Public Schools Chancellor 
David C. Banks. “We are prepar-
ing our children for economically 
secure careers that align with their 
passion and purpose. This early 
exposure to work-based experi-
ences and accompanying course-
work opens the door to countless 
opportunities. CUNY serves 
as a critical partner to forward 
this mission that leads to more 
students on a path to college and 
career success.”
     Thanks to a $19 million in-
vestment from Mayor Eric Ad-
ams, FutureReadyNYC this year 
expanded to 100 high schools. 
At Richmond Hill High School, 
high school students can earn 
up to 11 college credits over four 
semesters. The courses were 
developed in collaboration with 
the administration at the high 
school and York College, includ-
ing the college’s Department of 
Health Professions. Following an 
introductory freshman seminar, 
students take the following four 

courses over the student’s junior 
and senior years: Public Health, 
Basic Concept of Health Profes-
sions, Medical Terminology and 
Nutrition & Health.
     FutureReadyNYC offers stu-
dents opportunities to explore a 
range of careers, develop financial 
literacy skills while weaving in 
pathway-aligned instruction and 
paid work experience, as well as 
personalized career advising that 
will guide the student to prepare 
for careers in high wage, high 
growth sectors. 
     Colleges participating in Fu-
tureReadyNYC collaborate with 
high schools to offer courses that 
allow students to earn college 
credits, in some cases simul-
taneously with the high school 
credits they are earning during 
the school day. Depending on 
the program, classes are taught 
at the high school or the college, 
with instructors hired by CUNY. 
Some students may additionally 
earn credentials that are offered 
in a respective industry. For 
example, some students are able 
to earn CompTIA A+, a leading 
information technology certifica-
tion, through Bronx Community 
College.
     This year’s expansion of 
FutureReadyNYC is among a 
number of collaborative efforts 
between CUNY and New York 
City Public Schools to support 
the city’s public school students as 
they transition to collegiate stud-
ies and successful careers.
     College Now enables more 
than 20,000 NYCPS high school 
students each academic year to 
develop momentum towards a 
college degree by the time they 
earn their high school diploma, 
earning up to 15 college credits 
from CUNY campuses. As these 
students graduate high school, 
they are connected with CUNY 
students who are paid to help them 
navigate the college enrollment 
process through the College and 
Career Bridge for All program.
     This past fall, Chancellors 
Matos Rodríguez and Banks dis-
tributed “Welcome to CUNY” let-
ters to public high school seniors 
across the city to offer admission 
to CUNY’s community colleges 
and inform them about their 
options for attending the Univer-

sity’s 19 undergraduate colleges; 
the application fee for these stu-
dents to apply to CUNY was also 
waived for the month of October.
     New York City Public Schools 
is a testament to the history and 
impact of urban education in the 
United States. With over 1,600 
schools spread across five bor-
oughs, the system is made up of 
approximately 1 million students 
and staff, making it the largest 
public school system in the na-
tion. These schools employ more 
than 75,000 teachers, who deliver 
a rich tapestry of educational ex-
periences to a student body that 
ref lects the city’s vibrant and 
diverse cultural heritage. This 
network of educational institu-
tions represents not just the scale 
of New York City’s commitment 
to public education, but also its 
dedication to fostering a learning 
environment that is as dynamic 
and diverse as the city itself.
     The City University of New 
York is the nation’s largest urban 
public university, a transformative 
engine of social mobility that is a 
critical component of the lifeblood 
of New York City. Founded in 
1847 as the nation’s first free pub-
lic institution of higher education, 
CUNY today has seven commu-
nity colleges, 11 senior colleges 
and seven graduate or professional 
institutions spread across New 
York City’s five boroughs, serving 
more than 225,000 undergradu-
ate and graduate students and 
awarding 50,000 degrees each 
year. CUNY’s mix of quality 
and affordability propels almost 
six times as many low-income 
students into the middle class and 
beyond as all the Ivy League col-
leges combined. More than 80 per-
cent of the University’s graduates 
stay in New York, contributing to 
all aspects of the city’s economic, 
civic and cultural life and diver-
sifying the city’s workforce in 
every sector. CUNY’s graduates 
and faculty have received many 
prestigious honors, including 13 
Nobel Prizes and 26 MacArthur 
“Genius” Grants. The University’s 
historic mission continues to this 
day: provide a first-rate public 
education to all students, regard-
less of means or background. To 
learn more about CUNY, visit 
www.cuny.edu.

New Tax Filing System is now 
Opened

     New York State and the Internal 
Revenue Service have created a 
new program that allows eligible 
New Yorkers to e-file their federal 

Have You Heard About The Direct File Pilot Program?
and state personal income tax re-
turns for free.
     The program allows taxpayers 
to save hundreds of dollars on tax 
preparation fees.
     The Direct File Pilot Project 
opens on March 12 to eligible New 

Yorkers reporting certain types 
of income and claiming certain 
credits and adjustments.
     Lear n more about Di-
rect File visit their website  
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/efile/
direct-file/

bucked against this trend.  In 2023 
it was reported that NYC saw an 
890% increase in thefts of Kia au-
tomobiles and a 766% increase in 
the thefts of Hyundai automobiles 
by breaking off ignition covers, 
sparking a social media trend that 
swept the nation<https://www.
nbcnewyork.com/news/local/
nyc-to-sue-hyundai-kia-over-

Council Member Lee Introduces 
Legislation to Create a Vehicle Theft 

Prevention Program
stunning-vehicle-theft-spikes-
what-to-know/4221622/>. The 
drastic increase sparked the city to 
file litigation claiming negligence 
on the side of Kia and Hyundai for 
refusing to equip certain models of 
both cars with standard anti-theft 
measures. Some models that use 
mechanical keys instead of key 
fobs lack immobilizer features 
that have made them especially 
susceptible to theft.

Service Allows Eligible Tax-
payers in Queens/NYC to File 
Federal Income Taxes for Free, 
Online, Directly with the IRS
 
     Ahead of Tax Day on April 
15, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) announced a new pilot 
program that allows eligible 
taxpayers in Queens and across 
New York City to file their federal 
income taxes directly with the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
for free online.
     The Direct File pilot program 
is now available in New York and 
11 other states including Arizona, 
California, Florida, Massachu-
setts, Nevada, New Hampshire, 
South Dakota, Tennessee, Tex-
as, Washington and Wyoming. 
The online tool walks taxpayers 
through the filing process while 
they enter their tax information 
manually. New Yorkers who need 
to file state taxes can be connected 
with the state’s online filing tool 
through the Direct File program.
     “Tax Day is approaching 
quickly on April 15 and many in 
Queens and throughout New York 
are looking for reliable, free filing 
services,” said Congresswoman 
Meng. “The new Direct File pilot 
program, introduced by the IRS, 
makes online filing easy, acces-
sible and secure, all at no cost. I 
encourage all eligible taxpayers in 
Queens and across New York to 
take advantage of this new federal 
service.” 
     In order to be eligible for the 

Direct File pilot program, you 
must be a U.S. citizen or resident 
alien. Additionally, you must have 
one of more of the following types 
of income: 
1.   W-2 income
2.   SSA-1099 Social Security 
benefits
3.   1099-G unemployment com-
pensation
4.   1099-INT interest income 
$1,500 or less
     Take any of the following 
deductions:
1.   Standard deduction
2.   Educator expense deduction
3.   Student loan interest deduction
     Qualify for the following tax 
credits: 
1.   Earned Income Tax Credit
2.   Child Tax Credit
3.   Credit for other dependents
     Once your return is submit-
ted through the Direct File pilot 
program, the IRS will notify 
you if your return was accepted 
or rejected. If you are getting a 
refund, visit www.irs.gov/refunds 
to check the status 24 hours after 
the IRS accepts your return. If 
you owe a tax balance, Direct File 
allows you to make a payment 
online.
     The Direct File pilot program 
is open 24/7 for eligible taxpayers. 
It works on smartphones, laptops, 
tablets and desktop computers. 
Live online support is available 
via chat Monday through Friday 
7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. ET. Cus-

Meng Announces New IRS Direct 
Filing Pilot Program
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Rare Celestial Event on April 8 
Expected to Attract Thousands of 
Visitors to New York State

     New York State Department 
of Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) Commissioner Basil Seg-
gos today provided valuable tips to 
help the public prepare to recreate 
safely and responsibly as New 
Yorkers count down the days to 
the highly anticipated total solar 
eclipse, which occurs exactly four 
weeks from today. While DEC 
law enforcement and operations 
staff will be prepared for visitors, 
eclipse watchers are encouraged 
to find Adirondack destinations 
outside the backcountry or opt 
for visiting one of the many des-
ignated viewing locations across 
the state. Monday, April 8, 2024, 
the roughly 100-mile-wide path 
of totality across Upstate New 
York will begin near Jamestown, 
Chautauqua County, at approxi-
mately 3:16 p.m. Eastern Daylight 
Time and exit near Plattsburgh, 
Clinton County, at approximately 
3:29 p.m. Cities and towns within 
the path of totality also include 
Buffalo, Niagara Falls, Rochester, 
Syracuse, Watertown, Old Forge, 
and Lake Placid.
     “A total solar eclipse is one of the 
most captivating natural wonders 
on Planet Earth. In four weeks, 
New Yorkers from Chautauqua 
to the Adirondacks will have a 
front-row seat to this rare celestial 
event,” said Commissioner Seg-
gos. “DEC, in partnership with 
New York State partner agencies, 
encourages eclipse viewers to 
prioritize safety by observing all 
rules and regulations, and at all 
times, to be respectful of others 
and our shared environment.” 
     Preparing in advance of the 
eclipse day is important to ensur-
ing a safe, enjoyable, and out-
of-this-world experience. DEC 
encourages visitors to put safety 
first – to protect yourselves, loved 
ones, and others – while traveling 
and while viewing the eclipse.
     DEC recommends eclipse 
enthusiasts take advantage of the 
numerous eclipse-viewing gath-
erings scheduled across the state 
instead of visiting State lands, 
particularly the Adirondack High 
Peaks because of the prevailing 
muddy conditions, especially in 
the backcountry and elevations 
above 2,500 feet. There also re-
mains a significant chance of icy 
trails in some areas at this time of 
year that will be even more treach-
erous in darkness.
     Check DEC’s calendar of events 
for educational programs on the 
eclipse at DEC’s environmental 
education centers, including Rein-
stein Woods Nature Preserve and 
Environmental Education Center 
in suburban Buffalo and Five 
Rivers Environmental Education 
Center near Albany. People who 
would like to register for the doz-
ens of events and activities hosted 
at New York State parks and his-
toric sites may do so through the 
State Parks event calendar and the 
New York State Eclipse website. 
Other areas outside the path of 
totality, including New York City 
and Long Island, will experience 
88 percent eclipse or more during 
the event and also have eclipse-

themed events scheduled. 
     While it is highly preferred for 
eclipse visitors to head to these 
scheduled events, remember these 
key safety tips and general rules 
for the eclipse viewing:
•    Protect your eyes: Do not 
look directly at the sun during 
the eclipse. According to the 
National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, viewing any 
part of the sun through a camera 
lens, binoculars, or a telescope 
without a special-purpose solar 
filter secured over the front of the 
optics will instantly cause severe 
eye injury. Some of the best ways 
to view a solar eclipse include 
through a pinhole projector where 
you look at a projected image 
through a pinhole in cardboard 
paper, or by using International 
Organization for Standardization 
(ISO) 12312-2 certified eclipse 
glasses from a trusted source. 
Regular sunglasses, polarized or 
otherwise, are not a safe replace-
ment for solar eclipse glasses. Do 
not walk or drive while wearing 
eclipse glasses. The glasses are 
specially designed for viewing the 
eclipse. Further information about 
safe viewing can be found on the 
American Astronomical Society 
website.
•    Road safety: Traffic volume is 
expected to be very high on the 
day of the eclipse. Plan on staying 
in one place for the day and allow 
for plenty of extra travel time.
•    Use 511NY for travel condi-
tions. Streets or bridges may be 
closed and extensive traffic jams 
are possible. 511NY apps can be 
downloaded on Apple and Android 
•    Pack vehicles with water, fuel, 
medications, and food.
•    Do not stop to view the eclipse 
along the roadway, especially in-
terstates, parkways, and freeways. 
Choose a safe viewing destination 
off the road and arrive early.
•    Observing all rules and regu-
lations when visiting State lands: 
All State land regulations remain 
in effect in the days leading up to, 
during, and after the eclipse. Any-
one visiting State Forests or Forest 
Preserve lands in the Adirondack 
and Catskill Park must observe all 
designated rules and regulations to 
protect fellow visitors as well as 
the forest environment, including 
restrictions on group sizes.
•    Because large groups are 
more likely to have an impact on 
trails and other natural resources, 
groups of more than 20 people 
and those that wish to visit state 
land for weddings, filmmaking, 
research, and other uses must get 
a Temporary Revocable Permit 
(TRP) from a DEC land manager. 
Note that both the High Peaks 
Wilderness area and the Catskills 
Wilderness area have lower group 
size limits.
•    In the Adirondacks and Catskills, 
mud season is late March through 
May and DEC recommends stay-
ing on trails below 2,500 feet to 
protect the resource and the recre-
ating public. For more, see DEC’s 
Spring Recreation tips.
•    Regulations vary for Wildlife 
Management Areas (WMAs), 
but still require TRPs. Overnight 
camping and fires, except for 
cooking or personal warmth, are 
prohibited in WMAs. Also pro-

hibited are motorized vehicles like 
trucks, cars, motorcycles, ATVs, 
and snowmobiles.
•    Eclipse, fire safety, and the 
New York State Burn Ban: The 
New York State Burn Ban begins 
March 16 and runs through May 
14. It will be in effect during the 
2024 eclipse. The annual burn 
ban began in 2009 and is enforced 
to prevent wildfires and protect 
communities during heightened 
seasonal conditions for wildfires. 
This season, extra vigilance is 
important because the past winter 
season was warmer and drier than 
normal, leaving dormant vegeta-
tion from last year exposed and 
susceptible to fire. For more in-
formation, visit https://dec.ny.gov/
news/press-releases/2024/2/dec-
reminds-new-yorkers-annual-
residential-brush-burning-prohi-
bition-starts-march-16. 
     For the last 17 months, an in-
teragency task force, comprised 
of nearly two dozen State agen-
cies and authorities, has been 
collaborating on plans to ensure 
a safe and memorable viewing 
experience for New York State’s 
residents and visitors. It is focused 
on building awareness of the State 
as a prime location to experience 
the eclipse by gathering important 
safety and preparedness informa-
tion, amplifying and supporting 
region-specific viewing activities, 
and maintaining regular commu-
nication with local governments 
and municipalities, especially 
those within the path of totality. 
New York’s public safety efforts 
align with the State’s normal ju-
risdictional role over state lands 
and State roads and support local 
governments in their planning and 
decision making in accordance 
with their own codes, laws, and 
needs as this exciting event ap-
proaches.
     Public safety challenges for such 
an event include traffic manage-
ment, communications capabili-
ties, and public health and safety. 
State, county, and local public 
safety and emergency manage-
ment efforts are being tailored to 
the anticipated needs of those who 
come to view the eclipse from both 
inside and outside the state.
     Visitors who do choose to 
hike on state lands as part of 
their eclipse plans should review 
DEC’s Hike Smart NY web page 
before visiting trails. Also notable 
is that this time of year, darkness 
comes earlier than sunset in many 
backcountry and remote areas, so 
it is critical that visitors prepare 
themselves with overnight and ex-
tra gear. In case of emergency, dial 
9-1-1, Forest Ranger Dispatch at 
1-833-NYS-RANGERS, or ECO 
Dispatch at 1-844-DEC-ECOS. 
     In addition, DEC offers more 
than 100 newsletter topics, includ-
ing information about fishing, 
boating, hiking, environmental 
tips, and regional newsletters, 
which will provide region-specific 
details about the eclipse as the 
event draws near. DEC encourages 
anyone interested to subscribe to 
DEC Delivers newsletter service 
at https://dec.ny.gov/news/dec-
delivers. For more information 
about how to best experience the 
eclipse in New York State, visit 
www.iloveny.com/eclipse.

DEC Issues Public Safety Information And Viewing 
Guidance Ahead Of 2024 Solar Eclipse

Meng. “I will never stop fighting 
for Queens and working to bring 
back resources from Washington 
that improve services, safety and 
quality of life for local residents. 
I look forward to these important 
projects moving forward and see-
ing them serve our communities.”
     Meng obtained a total of 
$13,147,279 for the 15 projects. 
They include: 
1.   More than $1.6 Million for the 
National Federation of Filipino 
American Associations (NaF-
FAA) to purchase a multicultural, 
multipurpose community center 
in Woodside. The facility will 
offer a variety of educational, cul-
tural and social opportunities and 
centralize resources and services 
that are currently scattered across 
various organizations.
2.   $1.5 Million for the Flushing 
YMCA to construct a new com-
munity center that will expand 
the amount of space for programs 
and offer a multitude of services 
to Queens residents.
3.   More than $1.2 Million for the 
New York City Police Department 
(NYPD) to purchase belt-worn 
trauma kits that contain life-
saving equipment, so that police 
officers in Queens can help save 
the lives of those suffering numer-
ous types of injuries.
4.   $1 Million for the New York 
City Department of Environmen-
tal Protection (DEP) to build a 
Cloudburst Management System 
to combat f looding in Queens. 
Cloudburst Management is a way 
of absorbing, storing and trans-
ferring stormwater to minimize 
flooding caused by heavy rain, 
and as a result prevent damage 
from flood waters. The system 
utilizes things like drainage pipes, 
underground tanks and green 
infrastructure.
5.   $1 Million for Chhaya in 
Jackson Heights which serves the 
South Asian and Indo-Caribbean 
communities in Queens. The 
funds will go towards revital-
izing its new community center 
to help grow and expand the 
organization’s programs, address 
accessibility issues and increase 
the number of people it serves, in-
cluding local residents and small 
business owners.
6.   $1 Million for CHAZAQ in 
Kew Gardens Hills which serves 
the area’s Jewish community. The 
money will be used to pay for a 
local youth center that provides 
activities for local Bukharian 
youth. 
7.   $850,000 for the Queens 
Centers for Progress in Jamaica 
to improve its facility, which 
provides services to people with 

developmental disabilities. The 
funding will help the organization 
continue essential services for 
children, so that they can learn 
and grow.  
8.   $850,000 for New Immi-
grant Community Empowerment 
(NICE) in Jackson Heights to 
acquire a worker center that will 
provide programs to assist the bor-
ough’s immigrant workforce, such 
as job training and certifications.
9.   $850,000 for the South Asian 
Council for Social Services in 
Flushing to purchase a building 
that will allow it to expand its pro-
grams and services that include 
healthcare, benefits access, a food 
pantry, senior services and other 
assistance.
10.  $850,000 for Selfhelp Com-
munity Services to upgrade infra-
structure at its senior residence 
facility in Flushing, the Mar-
tin Lande House. Renovations 
include façade rehabilitation, 
heating improvements and handi-
capped accessibility projects.
11.  $550,000 for the Public Hous-
ing Community Fund to revitalize 
outdoor space at the Pomonok 
Houses, in particular a new play 
space for children. Pomonok 
Houses is a New York City Hous-
ing Authority (NYCHA) develop-
ment in Queens.
12.  $500,000 for the Queens 
District Attorney’s Cold Case 
Unit to identify human remains 
with DNA testing upgrades. There 
are approximately 200 victims 
in Queens whose remains are 
unidentified, many of them con-
nected to homicide cases that can-
not adequately be investigated in 
order for justice to be carried out. 
This project will allow the District 
Attorney’s Office to work with 
the FBI to identify the remains 
of these victims and provide long 
awaited answers to their families.
13.  $500,000 for the Queens 
Botanical Garden in Flushing to 
better serve the public with two 
new state-of-the-art greenhouses, 
resulting in improved program-
ming, safety and experiences for 
visitors.
14.  $500,000 for La Jornada in 
Rego Park to acquire a multi-
purpose community center in 
Woodside. The facility will be 
used as a senior center, aftercare 
location for kids, a work training 
center and a community center 
assisting families.
15.  $300,000 for the Forest Hills 
American Legion Continental 
Post #1424 to make numerous 
building repairs that include 
fixing warped f loors, exposed 
wiring, cracked walls and ceil-
ings and improving access to its 
kitchen and bathroom for those 
with disabilities.

Meng Secures More Than $13.1  
Million For Local Projects In Queens

tomer services representatives 
can offer technical support and 
answer basic tax law questions in 
English and Spanish. Get started 
by visiting: www.directfile.irs.

gov.
     Tax Day is Monday, April 15, 
2024, and the IRS is currently 
accepting returns. Taxpayers who 
require an extension must submit 
a request by April 15 and file their 
taxes by October 15, 2024.

Meng Announces New IRS Direct 
Filing Pilot Program
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Beginning Monday March 
11, the union will wel-
come 750 applicants for a 
Structural Steel and Bridge 
Painter recruitment at its 
training center in Long 
Island City, Queens. 

     District Council 9 will 
be conducting a formal 
Structural Steel and Bridge 
Painter apprentice recruit-
ment beginning Monday, 
March 11th. The recruitment 
is being conducted at the 
union’s training center in 
Long Island City, NY. The 
recruitment will last from 
March 11 to March 22, 2024, 
and will include the New 
York City, Long Island, and 
Hudson Valley regions.
     The District Council 9 
Finishing Trades Institute of 
New York offers apprentices 
on-the-job and in-classroom 
training to ensure every ap-
prentice is prepared to tackle 
the complex building market. 
DC 9 apprenticeships offer 
New Yorkers a pathway to 
a stable career with family-

District Council 9 Painters And Allied 
Trades To Conduct Structural Steel And 

Bridge Painter Apprenticeship Recruitment
sustaining wages and ben-
efits. 
     The recruitment will 
occur over a ten-day pe-
riod or until 750 applications 
are distributed, whichever 
comes first. Applications 
will be distributed in person 
on a first-come, first-served 
basis, at the District Council 
9 Finishing Trades Institute 
of New York training facility. 
     “District Council 9 orga-
nizes apprenticeship recruit-
ments year-round, dedicated 
to acquainting diligent New 
Yorkers with rewarding 
careers in the trades. Our 
top-notch apprenticeship 
programs offer comprehen-
sive training, enabling us 
to cultivate a highly skilled 
workforce and open avenues 
to the middle class for aspir-
ing workers,” stated Joseph 
Azzopardi, Business Man-
ager/Secretary Treasurer. 
“We look forward to begin-
ning this Structural Steel and 
Bridge Painter recruitment, 
and welcoming the next 
group of hardworking New 

Yorkers into the ranks of our 
union.”
     Apprenticeship Recruit-
ment Information:
•    Needed: Structural Steel 
and Bridge Painters
•    When: March 11, 2024 
– March 22, 2024 | Monday 
– Friday, 9:00 AM – 3:30 
PM, Wednesday 9:00 AM 
– 5:30 PM
•    Where: Finishing Trades 
Institute of New York, 45-
15 36th Street, Long Island 
City, NY
     Additional information is 
available HERE. Applicants 
must meet certain require-
ments, including being 18 
years of age, holding a high 
school diploma or equiva-
lent, passing a drug test, 
being able to hear and under-
stand instructions in English, 
and being physically able to 
perform the work of their 
intended trade. For specific 
requirements by trade, view 
postings online from the 
NYS Department of Labor 
for the Structural Steel and 
Bridge Painters recruitment.

     Congresswoman Nydia 
M. Velázquez (D-NY) vot-
ed to finalize $11,196,140 in 
Community Project Fund-
ing that she previously se-
cured for New York’s 7th 
District in the 2024 spend-
ing bills. This funding, 
included in the first of the 
appropriations government 
funding packages, responds 
directly to some of the most 
pressing needs in Brooklyn 
and Queens.
     “I am proud to have 
secured over $11 million 
in federal funding in this 
bill that I know will help 
meet long overdue com-
munity needs in New York’s 
7th District,” said Con-
gresswoman Velázquez. 
“From developing ou r 
youth, and improving local 
playgrounds, to protect-
ing the local environment 
and strengthening public 
safety – these investments 
will grow our economy, 
making a real difference in 
the lives of so many in our 
community. I am proud to 
have fought for funding 
that will make our com-
munity healthier, safer, and 
stronger.”
     Rep. Velázquez secured 
funding for 14 projects that 
will directly benefit New 
York’s 7th District resi-
dents. These include:
•    $750,000 for 9 Million 
Reasons at Evangel Church 
to support food pantry op-
eration expansion
•    $500,000 for East River 
Development Alliance/Ur-
ban Upbound for crime 
prevention and recidivism 
reduction through support 
and economic oppor tu-
nities, employment, en-

Rep. Velázquez Secures $11,196,140 For Local 
Projects in Government Funding Package

trepreneurship, and small 
business development in 
Western Queens span-
ning Queensbridge, Ra-
venswood and Woodside 
developments
•    $450,000 for Queens 
Economic Development 
Corporation/Queens To-
gether for Fresh Plate-Fresh 
Start to provide justice-
involved and formerly in-
carcerated individuals with 
training in the food industry 
and connection to employ-
ment opportunities at local 
businesses
•    $1,500,000 for YMCA 
of Greater New York to sup-
port construction of a new 
Greenpoint YMCA
•    $500,000 for NYC De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection for the Gateway 
to Greenpoint stormwater 
infrastructure project with 
public open green space
•    $650,000 for NYC De-
partment of Environmental 
Protection for Dutch Kills 
Shoreline Restoration con-
structing a living shoreline 
with integrated stormwater 
management and public ac-
cess along Newtown Creek
•    $1,116,279 for NYCHA 
Atlantic Terminal Site 4B 
fire alarm system upgrades
•    $2,000,000 for NYCHA 
Far ragut Houses play-
ground upgrade and im-
provement for residents and 
the surrounding community
•    $963,000 for Boricua 
College to fund Crime Pre-
vention and Recidivism Re-
duction through Supportive 
Services and Opportunities
•    $1,000,000 for St. Nick’s 
Alliance to relocate and ex-
pand their workforce center
•    $450,000 for Sunnyside 

Community Services for 
Community Center Reno-
vation to improve acces-
sibility and building ef-
f iciency for community 
programming
•    $216,861 for Sunny-
side Shines BID/District 
Management Association 
to support the Sunnyside 
Streetscape project in the 
Business Improvement Dis-
trict
•    $350,000 for Switching 
Lifestylez Youth Initia-
tive in Residence at JACK 
Arts to provide mentorship, 
guidance and support for 
justice-involved youths 
and their families in Fort 
Greene/Clinton Hill and 
surrounding communities
•    $750,000 for East 
New York Community 
Land Trust to suppor t 
the ENYCLT Affordable 
Homeownership Project
     House Democrats were 
successful in removing 
harmful extreme House 
Republican policies from 
these bills that attempted 
to make abortion illegal 
everywhere, slash efforts 
to fight climate change, 
and threaten our national 
security. Instead, these 
final bipartisan 2024 fund-
ing bills will help keep our 
communities safe, f ight 
inf lation, and boost our 
economy. Taken together, 
the funding for New York’s 
7th District and the fund-
ing increases for critical 
government programs will 
continue to grow our local 
economy and support our 
communities.
     This legislation is ex-
pected to be signed into law 
by President Biden soon.

Democratic Leader Ha-
keem Jeffries released the 
following statement after 
President Biden’s 2024 
State of the Union Address.  

     Tonight, President Biden 
delivered a powerful mes-
sage of unity and a clear vi-
sion for the future. Over the 
last three years, we have 
made incredible progress, 
emerging from the depths 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 

Leader Jeffries Statement On President 
Biden’s State Of The Union Address

as the strongest economy in 
the world. President Biden 
has a plan to build upon 
the progress that has been 
made and finish the job for 
the American people.  
     President Biden and 
Democrat s  w i l l  move 
the country forward and 
grow the middle class. 
The twice-impeached for-
mer president and extreme 
MAGA Republicans are 
trying to turn back the 

File No.: 2023-102/A
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD, 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To:
Ulrich Hellwig,
Attorney General of the State 
of New York
   The unknown distributees, 
legatees, devisees, heirs at 
law and assignees of Ingeborg 
Utech, deceased, or their 
estates, if any there be, whose 
names, places of residence 
and post office addresses are 
unknown to the petitioner and 
cannot with due diligence be 
ascertained
A copy of this citation and 
the accounting, as well as all 
amendments to it, if any, shall 
be served on the Guardian Ad 
Litem, Lawrence Mahon, Esq.
Being the persons interested as 
creditors, legatees, distributees 
or otherwise in the Estate of 
Ingeborg Utech, deceased, 
who at the time of death was a 
resident of 84-20 153rd Street, 
Apt 5C, Howard Beach, NY 
11414, in the County of Queens, 
State of New York.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petit ion of LOIS 
M. ROSENBLATT, Publ ic 
Administ rator  of  Queens 
County, who maintains her office 
at 88-11 Sutphin Boulevard, 
Jamaica, Queens County, New 
York 11435, as Administrator of 
the Estate of Ingeborg Utech, 
deceased, you and each of 
you are hereby cited to show 
cause before the Surrogate 

at the Surrogate’s Court of 
the County of Queens, to be 
held at the Queens General 
Courthouse, 6th Floor, 88-11 
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica, 
City and State of New York, on 
the 9th day of May, 2024 at 9:30 
o’clock in the forenoon, why the 
Account of Proceedings of the 
Public Administrator of Queens 
County, as Administrator of 
the Estate of said deceased, 
a copy of which is attached, 
should not be judicially settled, 
and why the Surrogate should 
not  fix and allow a reasonable 
amount of compensation to 
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ., 
for legal services rendered to 
petitioner herein in the amount 
of $56,252.51 and that the 
Court fix the fair and reasonable 
additional fee for any services 
to be rendered by GERARD J. 
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in 
connection with proceedings 
on kinship, claims etc., prior 
to entry of a final Decree on 
this accounting in the amount 
of 5.5% of assets or income 
collected after the date of the 
within accounting; and why the 
Surrogate should not fix and 
allow an amount equal to one 
percent on said Schedules of 
the total assets on Schedules A, 
A1, and A2 plus any additional 
monies received subsequent 
to the date of this account, 
as the fair and reasonable 
amount payable to the Office 
of the Public Administrator 
for the expenses of said 
office pursuant to S.C.P.A. 
§1106(3); and why each of you 
claiming to be a distributee 

of the decedent should not 
establish proof of your kinship; 
and why the balance of said 
funds should not be paid to said 
alleged distributees upon proof 
of kinship, or deposited with 
the Commissioner of Finance 
of the City of New York should 
said alleged distributees default 
herein, or fail to establish proof 
of kinship,
Dated, Attested and Sealed
8th day of March, 2024
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
Janet Edwards Tucker
Chief Clerk
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,ite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION 
IS SERVED UPON YOU AS 
REQUIRED BY LAW.  YOU 
ARE NOT REQUIRED TO 
APPEAR; HOWEVER, IF 
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR IT 
WILL BE ASSUMED YOU 
DO NOT OBJECT TO THE 
RELIEF REQUESTED. YOU 
HAVE A RIGHT TO HAVE AN 
ATTORNEY APPEAR FOR 
YOU, AND YOU OR YOUR 
ATTORNEY MAY REQUEST A 
COPY OF THE FULL ACCOUNT 
FROM THE PETITIONER OR 
PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY
Accounting Citation
Clare Warnock
Gerard J. Sweeney, Esq.
1981 Marcus Avenue, Ste 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
PH: 718 459 9000
Direct Dial: 516 888 9433
FAX: 718 459 3163
3/14,21,28&4/4/2024

clock.  
     Under the leadership of 
President Biden, we will 
lower costs and build a 
healthy economy for ev-
eryday Americans. We will 
protect Social Security and 
Medicare. We will defend 
democracy. We will pro-
tect a woman’s freedom to 
make her own reproductive 
healthcare decisions. We 
will finish the job on behalf 
of the American people.

     The New York Lottery 
today announced one top-
prize winning ticket was 
sold for the Mar 8 TAKE 5 
EVENING drawing. The 
ticket was sold at:
•    APNA FOOD & OIL 
COR P loca t ed  a t  65 -
10 QUEENS BLVD in 
WOODSIDE, which sold 
one prize-winning ticket 
worth $40,480.00 
     TAKE 5 numbers are 
drawn from a field of one 

TAKE 5 Top-Prize Ticket Sold in WOODSIDE
through 39. The drawing 
is televised twice daily at 
2:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. A 
Lottery draw game prize of 
any amount may be claimed 
up to one year from the date 
of the drawing. 
     About the New York Lot-
tery - The New York Lot-
tery continues to be North 
America’s largest and most 
profitable Lottery, contrib-
uting $3.7 billion in fiscal 
year 2022-2023 to help 

support education in New 
York State. 
New Yorkers struggling 
with a gambling addic-
tion, or who know some-
one who is ,  can f i nd 
help at NYProblemGam-
blingHelp.org, by call-
ing New York’s toll-free 
conf idential HOPEline 
at 1-877-8-HOPENY (1-
877-846-7369), or texting 
HOPENY (467369). Stan-
dard text rates may apply.
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Notice of Formation of 10721 
RE HOLDINGS, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 01/24/24. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: REGISTERED 
AGENTS INC., 418 Broadway, 
STE R, Albany, NY 12207. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
2/8,15,22,29,3/7&14/2024

N I C O L E  M A S S A G E 
THERAPY PLLC. Ar ts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
01/30/24.  Of f ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the PLLC upon 
w h o m  p r o c e s s  a g a i n s t 
i t  may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to  the PLLC,  c /o  N ico le 
Sheppard, 16347 130 Avenue, 
Apar tment 12C, Jamaica, 
NY 11434.  Purpose: For the 
practice of the profession 
o f  M a s s a g e  T h e r a p y .  
2/8,15,22,29,3/7&14/2024

153RD PLACE LLC, Ar ts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/06/2023. Off ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: Peter Zuccarello, 
148-29 Cross Island Parkway, 
W h i t e s t o n e ,  N Y  113 5 7. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
2/15,22,29,3/7,14&21/2024

Notice of Formation of 47 
Diamond St 1C LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
(SSNY) on 1/30/24. Off ice 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 110-50 69th 
Ave, Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
2/15,22,29,3/7,14&21/2024

Notice of Formation of BENGALI 
HARLEM PRODUCTIONS, 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
o n  0 2 / 0 5 / 2 0 2 4 .  O f f i c e 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: 44-02 23rd Street, #208, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
2/15,22,29,3/7,14&21/2024

Notice of Formation of TOP 
NOTCH BUILDING SERVICES 
NYC LLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 01/13/2024. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 37-39 
104th St, Corona, NY 11368. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
2/15,22,29,3/7,14&21/2024

TAS CAPITAL LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 1/15/24. Of f ice in 
Queens Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mai l  process to Republic 
Registered Agent Services 
Inc., 54 State St., Ste. 804, 
Albany, NY 12207, which is 
also the registered agent upon 
whom process may be served. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
2/15,22,29,3/7,14&21/2024

Notice of formation of Alone 
Together LLC. Ar t ic les of 
Organization f iled with the 
Sec. of State of NY SSNY 
on 10/31/23. Office located 
in Queens. SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail copy 
of any process served against 
the LLC at 61-10 Alderton St. 
Apt 6G Rego Park, NY 11374. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
2/15,22,29,3/7,14&21/2024

Notice of Formation of CMT 
GROUP, LLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 01/19/24. Office location: 
Queens County.  Princ. office 
of LLC: 42-14 21st St., Long 
Island City, NY 11101. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Corporation 
Service Co., 80 State St., 
A lbany,  NY 12207-25 43. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
2/15,22,29,3/7,14&21/2024

Notice of formation of Rao 
Gast roente ro logy  PLLC. 
Articles of Org. filed with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 1/19/24. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC to: 
10311 68th Drive Apt 3F, Forest 
Hills, NY 11375. Purpose: any 
lawful activity or purpose. 
2/15,22,29,3/7,14&21/2024

Notice of formation of GRY BK 
LLC, a domestic LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 2/11/2024. Office 
location: Queens. SSNY is 
designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The LLC, 15712 
59th Ave, Flushing, NY 11355. 
2/22,29,3/7,14,21&28/2024

INLAND PROPERTIES SE 
LLC, Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 02/14/2024. Office 
loc: Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: The LLC, PO Box 
610511, Bayside, NY 11361. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
2/22,29,3/7,14,21&28/2024

SPEAK HUMAN STUDIOS 
LLC, Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 02/15/2024. Office 
loc: Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: The LLC, 2120 Rene 
Ct, #2, Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
2/22,29,3/7,14,21&28/2024

10910 GARDEN LLC f iled 
Articles of Organization with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 02/08/2024. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
the LLC to 10910 97TH ST, 
OZONE PARK, NY 11417. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
2/29,3/7,14,21,28,&4/4/2024

Notice of Formation of LARRAZ 
SERVICES LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/22/2023. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 3731 73rd St Apt 6F, 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
2/29,3/7,14,21,28&4/4/2024

NOTICE
In accordance with Not-for-
Profit Corporation Law § 1513-
a, Mount Hebron Cemetery 
is commencing the process 
to declare abandoned and 
reacquire cer tain unused 
gravesites on the grounds of the 
CHASM SOPHER LODGE #5. 
The reacquisition process in no 
way affects gravesites for which 
there are recorded reservations 
and/or recorded deeds. If you 
are aware of any fiduciary or 
member of this society, please be 
in contact with Natalie Castelan 
at (718) 939-9405 so that we may 
attempt to update our records.  
2/29,3/7&14/2024

39-23 QUEENS REALTY, LLC. 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 04/25/05. Latest 
date to dissolve: 12/31/2065. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Alan M. Swiedler, 
P.C., 60 East Eighth Street, 
N ew Yo r k ,  N Y   10 0 0 3 .  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
2/29,3/7,14,21,28&4/4/2024

Notice of Formation of DION 
MARTIN LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/27/2023. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 234-12 130TH 
Ave, Rosedale, NY 11422. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
3/7,14,21,28,4/4&11/2024

M A G E S H  A L A G I R I R A J 
ENGINEERING 
CONSULTING PLLC, a Prof. 
LLC. Arts. Of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 01/31/2024. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
SSNY desig. as agent for 
process & shall mail to: 81-
36 265th St., Floral Park, NY 
10004. Purpose: Professional 
E n g i n e e r i n g  S e r v i c e s . 
3/7,14,21,28,4/4&11/2024

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
BL ACK ROCK VENTURE 
PARTNERS LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 01/18/2024. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
4615 Center Blvd, Apt 3207, 
Long Island City, NY 11109. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
3/7,14,21,28,4/4&11/2024

Notice of Formation of AFSHAR 
CONSULTING LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/24/2023. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
4615 Center Blvd, Apt 3207, 
Long Island City, NY 11109. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
3/7,14,21,28,4/4&11/2024

Notice of Formation of QUEEN 
BEE CREATIONS LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/07/2024. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: 41-27 Corporal Kennedy 
Street, Bayside, NY 11361. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
3/14,21,28,4/4,11&18/2024

Notice is hereby given that 
a license, number 1344559 
for Liquor License has been 
applied for by the undersigned 
to sell, beer, wine, cider and 
liquor at retail in a catering 
estab l ishment  under  the 
Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Law at 69-02 Garfield Ave, 
Q u e e n s ,  N Y  1137 7  f o r 
on premises consumption.  
3/14&21/2024

File No.: 2021-5643/A
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD, 
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To:      
Michelle Barney,
Karen Bernstein,
Dana Glickman,
Ellen Weiss,
Attorney General of the State 
of New York
   The unknown distributees, 
legatees, devisees, heirs at law 
and assignees of Julian Adler, 
deceased, or their estates, if 
any there be, whose names, 
places of residence and post 
office addresses are unknown 
to the petitioner and cannot with 
due diligence be ascertained
A copy of this citation and 
the accounting, as well as all 
amendments to it, if any, shall 
be served on the Guardian Ad 
Litem, Joseph Trotti, Esq.
Being the persons interested as 
creditors, legatees, distributees 
or otherwise in the Estate of 
Julian Adler, deceased, who 
at the time of death was a 
resident of 17-38 166th Street, 
Whitestone, NY 11357, in the 
County of Queens, State of 
New York. 
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petit ion of LOIS 
M. ROSENBLATT, Publ ic 
Administ rator  of  Queens 
C o u n t y,  w h o  m a i n t a i n s 
her office at 88-11 Sutphin 
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens 
County, New York 11435, as 
Administrator of the Estate 
of Julian Adler, deceased, 
you and each of you are 
hereby cited to show cause 
before the Surrogate at the 
Surrogate’s Court of the County 
of Queens, to be held at the 
Queens General Courthouse, 
6th Floor,  88 -11 Sutphin 
Boulevard, Jamaica, City and 
State of New York, on the 
16th day of May, 2024 at 9:30 
o’clock in the forenoon, why the 
Account of Proceedings of the 
Public Administrator of Queens 
County, as Administrator of 
the Estate of said deceased, 
a copy of which is attached, 
should not be judicially settled, 
and why the Surrogate should 
not  fix and allow a reasonable 
amount of compensation to 
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ., 
for legal services rendered to 
petitioner herein in the amount 
of $37,741.50 and that the Court 
f ix the fair and reasonable 
additional fee for any services 
to be rendered by GERARD J. 
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in 
connection with proceedings 
on kinship, claims etc., prior 
to entry of a final Decree on 
this accounting in the amount 
of 6% of assets or income 
collected after the date of the 
within accounting; and why the 
Surrogate should not fix and 
allow an amount equal to one 
percent on said Schedules of 
the total assets on Schedules A, 
A1, and A2 plus any additional 
monies received subsequent 
to the date of this account, 
as the fair and reasonable 
amount payable to the Office 
of the Public Administrator for 
the expenses of said office 

pursuant to S.C.P.A. §1106(3); 
and why each of you claiming to 
be a distributee of the decedent 
should not establish proof 
of your kinship; and why the 
balance of said funds should 
not be paid to said alleged 
distr ibutees upon proof of 
kinship, or deposited with the 
Commissioner of Finance of 
the City of New York should 
said alleged distributees default 
herein, or fail to establish proof 
of kinship,
Dated, Attested and Sealed
11th day of March, 2024
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
Janet Edwards Tucker
Chief Clerk
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION 
IS SERVED UPON YOU AS 
REQUIRED BY LAW.  YOU 
ARE NOT REQUIRED TO 
APPEAR; HOWEVER, IF 
YOU FAIL TO APPEAR IT 
WILL BE ASSUMED YOU 
DO NOT OBJECT TO THE 
RELIEF REQUESTED. YOU 
HAVE A RIGHT TO HAVE 
AN ATTORNEY APPEAR 
FOR YOU, AND YOU OR 
YO U R AT TO R N E Y M AY 
REQUEST A COPY OF THE 
FU LL  ACCO U NT FRO M 
T H E  P E T I T I O N E R  O R 
PETITIONER’S ATTORNEY
Accounting Citation
Clare Warnock
Gerard J. Sweeney, Esq.
1981 Marcus Avenue, Ste 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
PH: 718 459 9000
Direct Dial: 516 888 9433
FAX: 718 459 3163
3/14,21,28&4/4/2024

Checks or money 
orders payable to:  
104th Precinct 
Community Council

Please mail your 
donation to:  
104th Precinct  
   Community Council 
64-02 Catalpa Ave. 
Ridgewood, NY 11385

New York City Police Department
Community Affairs Bureau
104th Precinct Community Council

 104thPrecinctCommunityCouncil  104PCC

Executive Board
President
Jon Kablack

Vice President/ 
Treasurer
Tania Broschart

Recording Secretary
Alice MacKenzie

Assistant Secretary
Jim Paper 

Sergeant-at-Arms
Dieter Vey

Commanding Officer 
Captain  
Karam ChowdhuryTuesday, March 19, 2024, 7:30 P.M.

Martin Luther School
60-02 Maspeth Ave, Maspeth, NY 11378
For more information, email the Council: Council@104PCC.org

Meeting Notice
The Community Council meets once every month. All are 
welcome to attend the meetings. We provide community 
updates and crime stat reports. Everyone helps honor and 
celebrate our Officers of the Month. Guests are invited to 
address any concerns with Captain Karam Chowdhury.

2023-24 Community Council Meeting Schedule
7:30 p.m.  3rd Tuesday of the month, *unless otherwise noted

2024
April 16 Glendale, Sacred Heart Catholic Church
May 21  Middle Village, St. Margaret’s Roman Catholic Church
June 18,  104 Precinct, Ridgewood
July/August summer meetings suspended
August 6 National Night Out Against Crime

     *locations subject to change 
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Rozic Hosts Cancer Screening Event

     Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D,WF-Fresh Meadows) hosted a 
Cancer Screening Event together 
with the New York-Presbyterian 
Queens’ Cancer Services Program 
(NYPQ CSP) at the Self help 
Benjamin Rosenthal Older Adult 
Center in Flushing. 

     Rozic’s event connected more 
than two dozen senior community 
members with patient navigators 
from NYPQ CSP. The participants 
received training on recognizing 
signs, symptoms, risk factors, and 
recommended screening guide-
lines for colon, breast, and cervi-

cal cancer in English, Mandarin, 
Cantonese, and Korean. Many 
made appointments for follow up 
screenings and took home test kits.
Rozic is photographed here (l-to-
r) with Selfhelp Director, Winnie 
Hu, NYPQ CSP Patient Navigators 
Andrea Lai and Maria Park.

Crackdown on Illegal Scooters

     The Queens District Attor-
neys office teamed up with the 
NYPD’s 112th Precinct this week 
to seize 40 scooters illegally 
parked along Austin Street and 
Queens Boulevard in Forest Hills 
and Rego Park. Nearly all the 

scooters were unregistered and 
uninsured. 
     This crackdown comes on 
the heels of 250 scooters hav-
ing been confiscated last month 
in Woodside, Long Island City, 
Elmhurst, Jackson Heights, Rich-

mond Hill and Jamaica.
     The persistent threat these 
mopeds present to community 
safety must be eliminated. We 
will continue our efforts to ensure 
compliance and safety for law-
abiding New Yorkers.

Prayers For Peace And Justice
In Ireland

Happy St. Patrick’s Day To All!

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr. 
New York State Senator 

District 15

District Offices:
84-16 Jamaica Avenue  66-85 73rd Place
Woodhaven, NY 11421  Middle Village, N.Y. 11379
(718) 738-1111   (718) 497-1630
                               addabbo@nysenate.gov

HAPPY ST. PATARICK’S DAY


