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Queens District Attorney’s Annual Office Toy Drive

Queens Acting District Attorney John M. Ryan stands among hundreds of toys donated 
by office staff and were distributed to children at several charitable organizations. The 
organizations that received toys were Bridges to Blessings, Jamaica Hospital, Cambria Heights 
Community Church, the Briarwood Family Residence and children from the 100th Precinct. 

NYC Parks Celebrates Opening of 
Brand New Track And Field While 

Construction on Charybdis Playground 
in Astoria Park is Underway

     NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP, today 
joined New York City Council 
Member Costa Constantinides, 
Community Board 1 District 
Manager Florence Kouloris, and 
members of the community to 
break ground on renovations to 
Charybdis Playground and cut the 

ribbon on a total reconstruction of 
Astoria Park Track and Field —the 
first project completed through the 
Anchor Parks Initiative. 
     “Astoria Park is a key Queens 
destination that has served Astoria 
and surrounding communities for 

How to Keep Your New Year’s 
Resolutions for 2020

The Queens Times  helps its readers follow through on 
their goals and resolutions for the New Year

     It’s time to ring in the New Year, and with that comes New 
Year’s resolutions. From exercising to finding healthier habits 
or becoming more financially responsible, many of us have a 
hard time following through on our goals. This year, instead 
of falling back on old habits, consider these tips to help you 
make your resolutions come to fruition. 
     Set realistic expectations. Recognize yourself and don’t 
push yourself beyond your limits.
     Make short-term goals. While setting long-term goals is 
good, you should pace yourself and set short-term goals to 
help you achieve greater change. For example, if your goal 
is to lose weight, make short-term goals to help achieve the 
long-term goal of losing weight. Start by cutting out soda or 
adding an extra 10 minutes to your workout each week. 
     Keep a log. A study by professors Baumeister and Masi-
campo from Wake Forest University showed that, while tasks 
we haven’t done distract us, just making a plan to get them 
done can free us from this anxiety. When participants were 
allowed to make and note down concrete plans to finish the 
warm-up activity, performance on the next task substantially 
improved.
     Create rewards for yourself. Rewards, even small ones, are 
an important step to make a change. Make sure your rewards 
aren’t counterproductive to your goals but could potentially 
help you achieve your long-term goal. For example, if your 
long-term goal is to lose weight and you achieved your short-
term goal of adding an extra ten-minutes to each workout, re-
ward yourself with a new pair of sneakers or a relaxing spa day. 
     Get yourself ready to accomplish your New Year’s Resolu-
tions with these tips.

Annual Menorah Lighting for Hanukkah

In Bay Terrace, Bayside Queens, the Celebration of the Festival of Lights with Rabbi 
Yossi Blesofsky and the Chabad of Northeast #Queens at the Annual Menorah Lighting 
took place. Pictured above with Rabbi Yossi Blesofsky celebrating Hanukkah is NYS 
Assemblyman Edward C. Braunstein, Councilmember Paul Vallone, NYS Senator 
John Liu, Matthew Silverstein, Eileen Miller, Mary Hannan Conaty. CM Vallone wishes 
all of his friends in the Jewish community enjoy a joyous and blessed Hanukkah!
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over a century,” said Commis-
sioner Silver. “With a completely 
renovated track and field and 
monumental upgrades coming to 
Charybdis Playground, Astoria 
Park will continue to serve as this 
neighborhood’s anchor for genera-
tions to come. We are grateful to 
Mayor de Blasio for his commit-
ment to providing New Yorkers 
with world-class greenspaces.”
     “There’s no better way to wrap 
up the year and kick off 2020 by 
celebrating the amazing work 
we’re doing at Astoria Park,” said 
Council Member Costa Constan-
tinides. “I was so thrilled to see the 
state-of-the-art track and soccer 
field returned to the community 
ahead of schedule. It’s equally as 
exciting to see construction begin 
on a new Charybdis Playground, 
which will give generations of 
Astoria residents a safe and con-
structive place to play. Thanks 
to the Parks Department for its 
continued partnership in restor-
ing this crown jewel of western 
Queens.”
     Launched by Mayor Bill de 
Blasio in August 2016, the Anchor 
Parks initiative committed a total 
of $150 million in City funding for 
major improvements at five large 
parks: Astoria Park in Queens, 
Highbridge Park in Manhattan, 
Betsy Head Park in Brooklyn, St. 
Mary’s Park in the Bronx, and 
Freshkills Park on Staten Island. 
More than 750,000 New Yorkers 
live within walking distance of 

the five Anchor Parks. Each was 
selected based on historical un-
derinvestment, high surrounding 
population and potential for park 
development.
  The Astoria Park project is being 
executed in two phases, outlined 
below: 
     Phase I: This project includes 
a brand new, 8-lane track sur-
rounding a brand new synthetic 
turf soccer field; an adult fitness 
area adjacent to the track; new 
site amenities including water 
fountains and benching lining the 
waterfront; as well as a new rain 
garden and much needed erosion 
control.
     Phase II: This project includes 
the reconstruction of Charybdis 
Playground with all new equip-
ment, a spray shower, and a com-
plete renovation of the comfort 
station.
     Details for the other four An-
chor Parks projects are as follows: 
     Highbridge Park, Manhattan
Phase I: This project will reinstate 
access to a 10-block stretch of 
the park, improve connectivity 
and pathways, restore the historic 
Grand Staircase and construct an 
ADA-compliant plaza at W. 184th 
Street and Laurel Hill Terrace. 
The project will also improve 
safety and security with new park 
lighting, and construct a welcome 
garden at the Dyckman Street and 
Harlem River Drive entrance to 
the park.
     Phase II: This project will re-
construct Adventure Playground, 
creating a play-based active recre-

NYC Parks Celebrates Opening of Brand New Track And 
Field While Construction on Charybdis Playground in  

Astoria Park is Underway
ation playground featuring a spray 
shower, game tables, garden area 
and new comfort station. The proj-
ect will also include adult fitness 
equipment at Sunken Playground.
     St. Mary’s Park, Bronx
     Phase I: The first phase of 
construction will boast more 
than $10 million in improvements 
including: two reconstructed 
ballfields; sports event seating; 
an expanded dog run with a water 
fountain; sports lighting; an ADA 
accessible seating area; new fenc-
ing; and landscape upgrades with 
new planting beds. Construction 
is expected to be completed by 
next spring.
     Phase II: Currently in procure-
ment, this project will reconstruct 
the amphitheater plaza, pathways, 
passive central area, and the west 
comfort station. Construction is 
expected to begin later this year.
     Betsy Head Park, Brooklyn 
     Phase I: This project will com-
pletely re-envision and reconstruct 
the multi-purpose play area, bas-
ketball courts, active fitness area, 
and new skate park.
     Phase II: This project will re-
construct the southern portion of 
the park, including a large field, 
sports courts, seating areas, and 
reconstruction of the comfort 
station.
     Freshkills Park, Staten Island
     This project will create multiple 
athletic fields, paths and trails, 
parking and a comfort station that 
will continue the development of 
South Park and the greater Fresh-
kills Parkland.

Undeterred by Political Turmoil in DC, Suozzi Continues to 
Deliver For Long Island and New York 

From restoring tax fairness to 
securing funding for critical 
programs, Suozzi continues to 
work hard for constituents 
 
     Before the holidays, Congress-
man Tom Suozzi (D – Long Island, 
Queens), delivered on several 
priorities important to his con-
stituents, Long Island, and New 
York State. 
     Last week alone, Congressman 
Suozzi: 
•    Successfully advanced his 
legislation to restore the SALT 
deduction through the United 
States House of Representatives; 
•    Helped secure funding and 
several legislative items important 
to New York and Long Island 
through the end-of-year budget 
legislation; and 
•    Voted to pass the United 
States Mexico Trade Agreement 
(USMCA) which will create jobs 
and support nearly 800,000 work-
ers in New York.  
     Staying laser-focused on the 
needs of my constituents, no mat-
ter the political climate, has been 
a priority of mine since my days 
as mayor of Glen Cove. Last week, 
not only did the House support my 
efforts to restore tax fairness, but 
I was able to secure funding for 
programs that are critical to my 
district. Programs that protect 
the Long Island Sound, care for a 

population that is deaf and blind, 
combat gun violence, create jobs, 
take care of our veterans, and 
much more,” said Suozzi. “I am 
proud of the hard work it has 
taken to pass all of this legislation, 
which will demonstrably improve 
the lives of my constituents.” 
     In addition to leading the fight 
to restore tax fairness, Suozzi 
helped secure several funding 
items in the end-of-year budget 
deal that was signed into law last 
week, including: 
•    $21 million to protect and 
preserve the Long Island Sound, 
this is a $17 million increase 
since Suozzi joined the Congress 
in 2017; 
•    $2.8 billion for the Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act 
and $175 million for Registered 
Apprenticeships. Suozzi testified 
before House Appropriates in June 
in support of this funding;  
•    $16 million for the Helen Keller 
National Center for Deaf-Blind 
Youth and Adults, an increase of 
$2.5 million from last year. This 
organization is headquartered in 
Sands Point and serves a popula-
tion that is both deaf and blind;
•    $25 million for gun violence 
research (this has not happened 
for decades); 
•    $55 million for Homeless 
Veterans’ Reintegration Program; 
•    $40 million for HUD/VA Sup-

portive Housing for Homeless 
Veterans;
•    $21.4 million in federal funding 
which will go towards children 
and families who are at risk of en-
tering the New York State Foster 
care system;
•    The SECURE Act, legislation 
which will help make retirement 
security a reality for millions of 
Americans; and 
•    Repeal of the Unrelated Busi-
ness Income Tax (UBIT), created 
as a result of the 2017 GOP tax bill, 
it placed an additional tax burden 
on houses of worship and other 
non-profits. 
     Suozzi also voted in support of 
the USMCA in Ways and Means 
and again on the House floor. New 
provisions in the deal secured by 
Democrats will bolster the U.S. 
economy, support workers, protect 
the environment, and improve 
access to affordable prescription 
drugs. At a Ways and Means 
mark-up of the trade deal, Suozzi 
made it clear that while the deal 
could be improved, it is a win for 
the United States and working-
class families across the country. 
     In 2020, Suozzi remains com-
mitted to working with anyone, 
regardless of party, to get things 
done for his constituents, protect 
our environment, reform our im-
migration system, combat gun 
violence, and much more.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest 
Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the 
heart of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a 
destination that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will 
be sure to be back again and again for one the city’s Best 
Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients 
and attention to detail served by our professional staff. 
Park Side is also happy to host your next function with 
our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

Gov. Cuomo Signs Bill to Phase Out 
PFAS in Firefighting Foam

     Governor Cuomo has signed 
S.439-A/A.445-A, to phase out 
the use of PFAS chemicals in 
firefighting foam. The release 
of PFAS foam into the environ-
ment has caused drinking water 
contamination across New York 
State, including in Newburgh and 
Hampton Bays. 
     The State Legislature and 
Governor Cuomo have agreed to 
a chapter amendment to S.439-A/
A.445-A. The chapter amendment 
will eliminate the permanent 
exemptions to the PFAS foam 
phase-out included in the bill 
passed by the State Senate and 
Assembly. Requirements to phase 
out PFAS foam will now apply to 
chemical plants, oil refineries, 
and fuel storage and distribution 
facilities.
     Under the chapter amend-
ment, the Office of Fire Control 
and Prevention may promulgate 
a regulation allowing specific 
uses of PFAS foam for which ef-
fective PFAS-free foams are not 
available. This exemption must 

be reevaluated at least every two 
years and repealed if effective 
PFAS-free foams become avail-
able.
     The following quote can be 
attributed to Rob Hayes, clean 
water associate for Environmental 
Advocates of New York:
     “Today, we celebrate a victory 
for clean water. Phasing out PFAS 
chemicals in firefighting foam 
will eliminate a major source of 
water pollution in New York State, 
resulting in cleaner and healthier 
drinking water for all residents. 
We extend our thanks to Governor 
Cuomo for signing this bill, and 
to Senator Brad Hoylman and 
Assembly Member Phil Steck for 
tirelessly championing clean water 
in the State Legislature. Passing 
this bill required collaboration 
from a diverse and dedicated co-
alition, from firefighters to local 
governments to environmental 
advocates in impacted communi-
ties around the state. We are proud 
to stand in solidarity with them on 
this incredible win.”

Queens Hurricane Relief Task Force Reflects on Lessons 
Learned For Future Recovery & Resiliency

Group Developed Innovative 
Solutions, Template for Future 
Recovery Efforts

     As her tenure in Queens 
Borough Hall draws to a close, 
Borough President Katz today 
reported on the work of her Hur-
ricane Relief Task Force, a group 
of government agencies, elected 
officials and community leaders 
who collectively developed and 
implemented solutions to problems 
that had previously hindered and 
plagued the borough’s recovery 
from Superstorm Sandy.
     Borough President Katz pri-
oritized the recovery efforts by 
forming her Hurricane Relief Task 
Force within weeks after taking 
office in 2014 as Queens Borough 
President. The Task Force first met 
on February 24, 2014, nearly 16 
months after Superstorm Sandy. 
The objective was to regularly 
and correctly address what many 
found to be an excruciatingly slow 
process for repairing the damage 
wrought by Superstorm Sandy and 
for getting thousands of displaced 
Queens residents back into their 
homes.
     The Task Force connected com-
munities most impacted by the 
storm directly and regularly with 
city, state and federal agencies 
and elected officials on the multi-
year recovery effort. This helped 
to ensure a reliable channel of 
communication between officials 
and the community residents who 
had “on-the ground” knowledge of 
recovery-related problems.
     The Task Force also facilitated 
interagency cooperation by em-
powering community leaders to 
create innovative ways with elected 
officials to enhance the efficacy 
of recovery and resiliency efforts.
     “The community-driven Task 
Force model should be used as 
a guide for how we respond to 
future major disasters, especially 
in this time of climate change,” 
said Borough President KATZ. 
“A natural disaster of Sandy’s 
unprecedented scope requires a co-
ordinated response that minimizes 
bureaucratic red tape and empow-
ers impacted communities to work 
directly with government to launch 
and complete the Herculean task of 
recovery. Our deepest thanks go 
to all of the members of the Hur-
ricane Relief Task Force who did 
such a great job of delivering much 
needed help to those impacted by 
Superstorm Sandy.” 
Since February 2014, the Queens 
Hurricane Relief Task Force has:
1)   Inspired a citywide zoning 
amendment to facilitate recon-
struction of Sandy-damaged homes 
Rebuilding had been hindered by 
a burdensome process that made it 
difficult for homeowners to obtain 
the permits necessary to begin 
recovery. In response, the Task 
Force supported the June 2015 
adoption of a zoning amendment 
that encourages f lood-resistant 
construction and removes barriers 
that hindered the reconstruction of 
storm-damaged properties. 

2)   Streamlined issuance of neces-
sary permits
     In June 2014, at the urging of 
the Task Force, the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Conser-
vation (DEC) issued a “blanket” 
permit to speed up Sandy-related 
construction in areas adjacent to 
wetlands. Also, in the fall of 2016, 
the Task Force prompted the City 
to facilitate zoning relief for Sandy-
damaged properties.
3)   Cleared roadblocks regarding 
Small Business Administration 
disaster loan applications  
     The Task Force worked with the 
federal Small Business Adminis-
tration (SBA) to fix a bureaucratic 
problem with its disaster loan pro-
gram that had led to some loan ap-
plicants to be improperly excluded 
from the City’s Build It Back home 
rebuilding program.
4)   Spearheaded outreach to Build 
it Back applicants
     In June 2015, at the request of 
the Task Force, staffers from the 
Mayor’s Office of Housing Re-
covery Operations (HRO) joined 
elected officials in reaching out to 
those who had become disaffected 
with the Build It Back program to 
try to convince them to stay with 
the program.
5)   Improved coordination be-
tween the Broad Channel street 
raising initiative and the Build It 
Back Program
     The Task Force found that a 
capital project to raise streets above 
flood level in Broad Channel was 
impeding the reconstruction of 
homes enrolled in the Build It 
Back program. This finding led 
to a temporary pause in the street 
raising project to allow Build It 
Back work to continue. 
6)   Helped to reduce delays in 
elevating homes
     In April 2016, the Task Force 
worked to shorten the time between 
when a Build It Back home was 
elevated and when it was returned 
to its foundation. The Task Force 
also coordinated with utilities to 
expedite the return of utility ser-
vices to elevated homes.
7)   Supported legislation to speed 
up the Buildings Department’s 
permitting process
     The Task Force expressed 
concerns about problems with 
the New York City Department 
of Buildings’ permitting process 
that were hampering Build It Back 
construction. It ultimately sup-
ported the City Council’s October 
2016 passage of two measures 
that addressed those problems 
by streamlining the issuance of 
required paperwork.
8)   Prompted the aggressive inves-
tigation and resolution of construc-
tion delays
     In December 2016, the Task 
Force successfully sought the cre-
ation of a “Red-Tagging” process 
for Build It Back construction jobs 
where work has stopped for more 
than 48 hours. Under this process, 
HRO aggressively investigates why 
such work has stopped and quickly 
moves to have work resume.
9)   Led to the creation of an HRO 

“War Room”
     In December 2016, the Task 
Force convinced HRO to create 
a “war room” with dedicated 
staff to handle intergovernmental 
coordination and assist with sign-
offs, inspections and other issues. 
Also, in April 2017 the Task Force 
began meeting with Build It Back 
applicants to address unresolved 
issues involving otherwise com-
pleted homes.
10)   Successfully achieved the cre-
ation of a yard expansion program
At the urging of the Broad Channel 
Civic Association, which is rep-
resented on the Task Force, HRO 
created a yard expansion program 
in 2017. The program allows neigh-
bors of property purchased through 
the Build It Back buyout program 
to buy the property for a nominal 
fee so they can expand their yards.
The Task Force’s membership is 
made up of the following:
Palmer Doyle - Rockaway com-
munity advocate
Roger Gendron - President, New 
Hamilton Beach Civic Association
Hank Iori - President, Belle Harbor 
Property Owners Association
Dan Mundy Jr.- President, Broad 
Channel Civic Association
Dan Mundy Sr.- Broad Channel 
community advocate
Denise Lopresti Neibel - Assistant 
General Manager, Breezy Point 
Cooperative, Inc.
Christopher Norton - General 
Manager, Breezy Point Coopera-
tive, Inc.
Additional community leaders 
from Rockaway, Breezy Point, 
Broad Channel, Hamilton Beach, 
and Howard Beach
Queens Borough President Me-
linda Katz
Mayor’s Office of Housing Recov-
ery Operations (HRO) 
U.S. Representative Gregory 
Meeks
State Senator Joseph P. Addabbo, 
Jr.
State Senator James Sanders
Assemblymember Stacey Pheffer 
Amato
Assemblymember Michele Titus
Councilmember Donovan Rich-
ards
Councilmember Eric Ulrich
Mayor’s Office of Recovery and 
Resiliency
New York City Department of 
Buildings
New York City Department of City 
Planning
New York City Department of 
Design and Construction  
NYC Emergency Management
New York City Department of 
Environment Protection
New York City Department of 
Finance
New York City Department of 
Transportation
New York State Department of 
Environment Conservation
U.S. Small Business Administra-
tion
Queens Community Board 10
Queens Community Board 14
Con Edison
PSE&G
Verizon
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Senator Sanders Hosts Successful Community & Clergy 
Event on Financing Higher Education and Reducing  

Student Debt

S c o t t  A h r e n s ,  S t u d e n t  Pr o t e c t i o n  Pr o g r a m 
Administrator, with New York State Department of 
Financial Services gave an informative presentation.

     Senator James Sanders Jr. (D-
Rochdale Village, Far Rockaway) 
partnered with the Department of 
Financial Services and Commu-
nity Service Society to provide an 
in-depth presentation on how to 
manage student loan debt through 
greater financial literacy and pro-
viding access to new resources. 
The goal was to help faith-based 
and other community leaders 
better understand the nuances of 
student loan debt repayment. 
     Dozens of people attended the 
event which was held on December 
19, 2019 at Rush Temple AME 
Zion Church in Jamaica. 
     “It is said that when you find 
yourself in a hole, the first thing 
you should do is stop digging,” 
Sanders told the crowd. “So let’s 
accept that the community as a 
a whole, is in a hole, and the first 
thing we need to do is stop adding 
to the debt.”
     Attendees received informa-
tion about the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness Program as an 
alternative to repayment as well as 
all repayment options for Federal 
Student Loans including income-
based payment arrangements and 
graduated and extended repayment 
plans. They gained knowledge on 
other topics such as forbearances, 
deferments, loan consolidation and 
rehabilitation.  Also, methods to 
bring loans out of default and stop 
wage garnishment were reviewed 
along with options for borrowers 
with private student loans. 
     Scott Ahrens, Student Pro-
tection Program Administrator, 
with New York State Department 
of Financial Services discussed 
the steps to selecting the right 
repayment plan, noting that there 
are many options including flex-
ible plans based on income. He 
explained that if a person does 
not choose a repayment plan for 
their federal student loans, they 
will automatically be enrolled in 
the Standard Repayment Plan, 
however, you can change your 
federal repayment plan at any time. 

Repayment plans for private loans 
vary depending on the lender; and 
you should contact your lender 
to discuss your options, Ahrens 
advised. 
     The Standard Repayment Plan 
is a monthly fixed payment that 
will be set at an amount that will 
allow the borrower to pay the 
loan off in 10 years (or 30 years 
for consolidated loans). The pay-
ment will be at least $50 a month 
and you will pay less interest than 
you would under the Graduated or 
Extended Plans.
     One prominent question among 
is attendees was what happens if 
a person can’t, or doesn’t, make 
payments on their student loan. An 
account is considered delinquent 
when a payment is owed one day 
past the due date. Loan servicers 
may report delinquencies of at 
least 90 days to the three major 
credit bureaus. They will also at-
tempt to contact you to resolve the 
delinquency.
     If you have defaulted on the 
loan, meaning a payment is more 
than 270 days past due, the con-
sequences become more serious 
and may include: having your loan 
assigned to a collection agency, 
having federal and state tax re-

turns withheld, having your wages 
garnished, and facing legal action. 
     Nancy Nierman and Caro-
lina Rodriguez presenters with 
the Education Debt Consumer 
Assistance Program (EDCAP) 
explained that help with loan 
repayment is available through 
the Public Service Loan Forgive-
ness Program (PSLF) and the 
Temporary Expanded Public Ser-
vice Loan Forgiveness Program 
(TEPSLF). 
     The PSLF forgives the remain-
ing balance on your direct loans 
under the following circumstanc-
es: if you have made 120 qualify-
ing payments (10 years), are under 
a qualifying repayment plan, while 
working full time for a qualifying 
employer. Forgiven loan amounts 
are not subject to income taxes 
under this program.
     The TEPSLF is a temporary 
program under the Department of 
Education that provides “limited, 
additional conditions under which 
you may become eligible for loan 
forgiveness,” and is provided on a 
first come-first served basis. Once 
funding runs out, the TEPSLF op-
portunity will end. 
     For more information visit 
https://www.dfs.ny.gov/

Art Exhibition by individuals With Mental and  
Physical Handicaps

     ART BreakOUT, a platform for 
artists who work on the margins of 
the art establishment, is delighted 
to present its first public exhibi-
tion, “Unbound:
     Authentic Visions and Voices.” 
Featuring works in a range of 
styles, techniques and media 
by over two dozen artists and 
visionaries with roots in Brazil, 
Colombia, El Salvador, Armenia, 
Greece, Argentina, the Dominican 
Republic, Puerto Rico, Guyana, 
Iran and beyond, the exhibition 
refashions the current cultural 
landscape.
     The artworks on exhibit reflect 
a variety of themes from personal 

and collective identity, trauma, 
loss and dislocation to hope, heal-
ing, resilience and resistance. 
While some of the works are vi-
brant, bold and brightly-hued cel-
ebrations of our cultural heritages, 
others are ref lective, subdued, 
poetic meditations on self and 
the fragile political climate. Each 
work is distinctly provocative, and 
each artist is “unbound” from the 
conventions and restraints of the 
art establishment.
     Among the exhibition’s high-
lights are many ar tworks by 
Queens-based artists: a haunt-
ingly ominous mixed-media work 
collaboratively fashioned by Issa 
Ibrahim and Susan Spangenberg; 
several seductive paintings by 
Living Museum studio artists 
John Tursi and Frank Boccio; 
innovative, vibrant digital prints 
by physician Peter Stefanides and 

meticulously-crafted hand-cut 
masks by stencil artist Moriah 
Ressler.
     Other featured artists include: 
Bonnie Astor, Natali Bravo-Bar-
bee, Shayne Bovell, Paula Brooks, 
Miguel Colon, Michael Cuomo, 
Christine Karapetian, George 
Mannouris, Dani Reyes Mozeson, 
Christine Nicholas, Fefa Româno-
va. Also on view is a selection of 
folk art by Southern artists.
     Curated by Bonnie Astor and 
Lois Stavsky, “Unbound: Authen-
tic Visions and Voices” opens at 
The Local NYC with a reception 
on January 9, 6-9pm, and contin-
ues through Thursday, February 
27. The Local NYC is located at 
1302 44th Avenue and is easily 
accessible from the E, M, G, and 
7 trains at Court Square.
     For additional information con-
tact: Lois Stavsky at 917 562 8468

Unbound: Authentic Visions and 
Voices
January 9 – February 27, 2020
The Local NYC
1302 44th Avenue, LIC

The Irishman: Theatre or Netflix?
by Merle Exit

     Both the movie theatres and 
Netf lix decided to release two 
excellent movies: The Irishman 
and Two Popes. I am going to 
focus on the over 3 and half hour 
The Irishman aka “I Heard You 
Paint Houses,” Martin Scorsese’s 
latest hit (in more ways the one). 
     Personally, I would have never 
been able to enjoy this “gang-
buster” if I sat in a movie theatre. 
With Netflix I am able to view the 
movie on my tv or computer. Nix 
on the computer. I just sat back 
in my recliner and watched it on 
my Smart Tv. You cannot push 
“pause,” “stop,” or “go back to a 
prior scene,” in the movies. If you 
have to make a pee pee, you have 
to miss a part. That goes for get-
ting something to eat and drink.  
Another advantage is that the one 
price you pay per month includes 
anyone else you want to watch it 
as well.  What? You missed it in 
the theatres? That was probably 
due to a limited short run. 
   Let me first introduce you to 
two of the  “cast of stars and their 
characters.”  Robert DeNiro  - 
Frank Sheeran, a WWII combat 
veteran turning Mafia hitman 
and then Teamster Union leader.  
Al Pacino - long time Teamster 
leader Jimmy Hoffa Both are of 
Irish descent.  Everyone else is of 
Italian descent.      The movie runs 
with flashbacks as we first meet 
Frank in a nursing home sitting 
in a wheel chair talking about 
all that led up to being there, It 
doesn’t get clear…at least to me…
who he is talking to. However, he 
becomes the narrator.  As the tale 
goes…Frank, having come back 
from WWII, is married and with 
children. He drives a food truck 
carrying sides of beef. This is 
a f lashback when he recalls a 
trip he was taking with his wife 
and Russell Bufalino, the local 
Mafioso.  Frank recalls meeting 
Russell at a gas station. He is 
having trouble with the truck and 
Russell, who just happens to be 
there, fixes it.  
     Finding a side seller to buy-
ing his meat, he lies to cheat for 
the extra money. That is when 

he soon encounters Russell and 
asking him if he “paints houses,” 
meaning being a hit man.  To 
show what it means, the movie 
takes you to someone’s apartment 
where someone is shot and the 
blood spatters one the wall.  
     Ray Ramano is cast as mob 
lawyer Bill Bufalino who is given 
many scenes.  Harvey Keitel 
plays Angelo Bruno, another 
mobster who has his hands in 
being part owner to the Cadillac 
Linen Service, sharing it with 
Jewish mobsters. Without get-
ting into the story, the clash on 
wiping it out becomes the first 
time Frank takes on popping the 
bullets.  
     The film focuses on intersect-
ing crime and politics, Mafia 
history and Washington history, 
that re Castro’s rise in Cuba, the 
CIA’s attempts to overthrow him, 
John F. Kennedy’ss assassination, 
along with the mob wars of the 
1960s and ‘70s.
     Frank’s shy daughter Peggy 
gets to experience her father 
anger in the form of protecting 
her when she is pushed in a food 
market and dad beats the owner 
who did it.  Peggy soon learns that 
dad keeps going out of the house 
suspecting that he is knocking 
people off. In meeting Russell, 
she us reluctant to talking to him 
and does her best to avoid him.  
She does seem to get along, how-
ever, with Hoffa. 
     You will certainly be able to 
spot the stars but you won’t really 
have to remember the characters. 
Although lengthy, between de-
scriptions and those being “hit 
off,” the little less major charac-
ters have a caption to read.  Ag-
ing and de-aging process makes 
it easy as well. There are several 
plots with the plots, all not dif-
ficult to figure out. 
     What kept me thinking was 
one that had to do with Joseph 
P. Kennedy and the teamsters, 
for one making it certain to have 
John elected as President. Bobby 
became the Attorney General, 
something that didn’t suit the 
Teamsters well.  
     All in all, I hightly recommend 
The Irishman.

Start The New Decade Off Right: Get 
Fit in 2020 With Exciting Classes at 

NYC Parks Recreation Centers
     Is your New Year’s resolution 
to get fit in 2020? NYC Parks has 
you covered with workout equip-
ment, pools, and classes for all 
ages and abilities at each of our 36 
recreation centers across the city! 
     Join the network of Parks 
recreation centers for year-round 
access to indoor pools, sports 
programs, fitness classes, dance 
instruction, martial arts lessons 
and much more. Memberships are 
low-cost: young adult and senior 
memberships are only $25 per 
year, and adult memberships can 
be as little as $75 for six months. 
Youth under 18 are eligible for 
free memberships. 
     Here’s a popular program in 
QUEENS:

     Lost Battalion Hall Recreation 
Center, 93-29 Queens Blvd., Rego 
Park, NY 11374 is a great option 
for people of all ages and abili-
ties. Learn easy-to-follow Zumba 
moves that focus on balance, 
range of motion and coordination 
with the Zumba Gold class; with 
the Culinary Explorers course, 
learn how to cook ethnic-themed 
meals, including Thai, Southern, 
Caribbean, Asian, Vegetarian 
and more; or enjoy a safe full 
body workout that focuses on 
functional movements with the 
Sunrise Circuit Training, perfect 
for seniors.  
     To find out how to join, visit 
the Recreation Center Member-
ship Information page.
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For the Week of ... 1/2/20 - 1/8/20

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Get involved with groups of inter-
est it will bring you in touch with 
important individuals. Your need 
to get away could lead you into 
greater debt. Your lucky numbers 
are 5,2,1.

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Real Estate investments will       
payoff. Your fun loving approach 
will be admired and appreciated 
by others. Travel this week looks 
promising. Your lucky numbers 
are 4,9,2.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
You may be misunderstood if 
you’re not careful. Secret affairs 
will only lead to heartache. Be 
careful not to overexert yourself. 
Your lucky numbers are 1,3,2.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Concentrate on getting ahead fi-
nancially and let your personal life 
settle down for a while. This may 
not be the time to lend or borrow. 
Your lucky numbers are 7,3,6.

LEO 
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
Opportunities to improve your 
living standards will come to 
you this week. Problems with co-
workers at work with will try your 
patience. Your lucky numbers are 
9,3,2.

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Be careful disclosing information 
about yourself. Your outgoing per-
sonality will capture hearts. Join 
social activities this week. Your 
lucky numbers are 1,4,8.

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Keep your cool at work this week. 
You may be a stressed out by all 
the rushing around. You can make 
extra cash, if you put your knowl-
edge and head to it. Your lucky 
numbers are 2,9,1.

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Travel will be of interest this 
week. Some of your new friends 
may not be that trustworthy. You 
may need to make a choice. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,2,8.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Opportunities for new friend-
ships are apparent. You might get  
behind if you spend too much time        
debating senseless issues. Your 
lucky numbers are 6,9,2.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Don’t try to deal with issues or 
make changes that will upset the 
apple cart. Resist secret affairs 
that could be detrimental to your        
reputation. Your lucky numbers 
are 8,4,3.

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Spend more time with children 
and relatives. You can make ma-
jor    accomplishments while on 
short trips. Focus your efforts 
on details. Your lucky numbers 
are 2,1,9.

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You are best not to discuss your 
personal life with others. You will 
be able to contribute a great deal to 
organizations that you join. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,9,3.

TRY AND FIND

Band
Budget
Chaperones
Committee
Corsage

Date
Decorations
First Dance
Flowers
Gown

SUDOKU

CROSS
1. Dishes out
6. Unit of land
10. Exclamation of relief
14. Decree
15. Accomplishes
16. Employ
17. Acts as an agent
19. Gumbo
20. Results
21. Fury
22. Lascivious look
23. Variety show
25. Geeky
26. Stitches
30. Pictures
32. Killer wave
35. Widow
39. Dangerous
40. Small northern whale
41. Despair
43. Control surface on a plane
44. Sullenly
46. Twice-baked bread
47. Begin
50. Choose by voting
53. Emanation
54. Bleat
55. By mouth
60. Boast
61. Extraneous
63. River of Spain
64. Foliage
65. Comment to the audience
66. A soft sheepskin leather
67. At one time (archaic)
68. Anagram of “Dimes”

DOWN
1. No more than
2. Biblical garden
3. Rewards for waiting
4. Beige
5. Drive
6. Citrus drink
7. The genus of hemlock
8. A remolded tire
9. Existence
10. Middleman
11. A foot traveller
12. Made a mistake
13. Tired
18. South southeast
24. 7 in Roman numerals
25. Handrail post
26. An upright in a wall
27. Feudal worker
28. Wimp
29. Showy bloom
31. Mongolian desert
33. In progress
34. List of options
36. Mentor
37. Prima donna problems
38. Relative status
42. Escapist
43. Yes to a sailor
45. Andean animals
47. Cavalry weapon
48. Engine supercharger
49. A kind of macaw
51. Small portable bed
52. Step
54. Digestive juice
56. Backside
57. 53 in Roman numerals
58. Boys
59. The original matter (cosmology)
62. Astern

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

AT THE PROM

King
Late Night
Limo
Makeup
Perfume

Punch Bowl
Queen
Seniors
Theme
Tuxedo

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Crossword/Sudoku online.. 
Visit www.queenstimes.com

Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

●   Dreamt is the only word that 
ends in mt
●   The first letters of the months 
July through to November spell 
JASON
●   Cat have 32 muscles in each ear
●   Perth is Australia’s windiest 
city
●   Elvis’s middle name was Aron
●   Goldfish can see both infrared 
and ultraviolet light
●   The smallest bones in the hu-
man body are found in your ear
●   Cats spend 66% of their life 
asleep
●   Switzerland eats the most 
chocolate equating to 10 kilos per 
person per year
●   Money is the number one thing 
that couples argue about
●   Macadamia nuts are toxic to 
dogs
●   When lightning strikes it can 
reach up to 30,000 degrees celsius 
(54,000 degrees fahrenheit)
●   Spiders are arachnids and not 
insects
●   Each time you see a full moon 
you always see the same side
●   Stewardesses is the longest 
word that is typed with only the 
left hand
●   Honey is the only natural food 
which never spoils
●   M&M’s chocolate stands for 
the initials for its inventors Mars 
and Murrie
●   The only continent with no ac-
tive volcanoes is Australia
●   The longest street in the world 
is Yonge street in Toronto Canada 
measuring 1,896 km (1,178 miles)
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Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz 
Announces Reforms to Begin January 1

Eliminates 180.80 Waiver and 
Top Count Plea Policies
  
     Queens District Attorney-Elect 
Melinda Katz has completed an 
initial review of some of the long 
standing policies of the District 
Attorney’s Office. In order to 
foster a new spirit of cooperation 
among all the stakeholders in 
the criminal justice system, DA 
Elect Katz makes the following 
announcement:
     Beginning January 1, 2020, 
there will be a change in the so-
called “180.80 waiver policy”.  
Under Section 180.80 of the Crim-
inal Procedure Law, a person held 
has a right to have a grand jury 
hear their case within five days of 
arrest.  This is to ensure that there 
is at least, “reasonable cause” to 
believe that a person held actually 
committed the crime. The Queens 

DA’s policy to date has been 
to refuse to engage in any plea 
bargaining discussions with any 
person who refuses to waive that 
right. Beginning with cases newly 
arraigned on January 1, 2020, the 
DA’s staff will at all times be open 
to discussions aimed at resolving 
cases and will not withhold plea 
offers from persons who choose to 
exercise this statutory right. 
     In the same spirit, beginning 
with cases that are arraigned on 
and after January 1, 2020, the ex-
isting policy of refusing to engage 
in plea discussions with persons 
who have been indicted by a grand 
jury will also be abandoned. As 
stated above, the level of evidence 
necessary to secure a grand jury 
indictment is a “reasonable cause 
to believe” that the person has 
committed the crime. Based on 
such a low standard of evidence, 
the rigid refusal to consider op-
tions other than a “top count” 
guilty plea or trial is inconsistent 
with DA Elect Katz’s commitment 
to an open minded approach to 
case resolution that considers all 
possible dispositions of a case that 
will serve the ends of justice.
     As additional policies are 
studied, they too will be subject 
to revision and in the event such 
changes are to be made they will 
be announced.

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik Paves the Way for 
New Annex for Benjamin N. Cardozo High School

     Council Member Barry S. 
Grodenchik, the Department of 
Education, and the New York City 
School Construction Authority 
(SCA) joined with community 
leaders, educators, and parents 
last week to break ground on a 
state-of-the-art learning annex 
for Benjamin N. Cardozo High 
School in Bayside. Expected to 
open in September 2022, the an-
nex will add 795 seats, helping to 
alleviate severe overcrowding at 
the school.   
     The expansion is part of the 
SCA’s commitment to bring more 
than 5,300 high school seats to 
Queens by 2023, and Council 
Member Barry S. Grodenchik is 
working to ensure that Eastern 
Queens gets its fair share.  
     “Knowing that Benjamin N. 
Cardozo High School students 
have suffered with overcrowding 
for decades, I suggested that the 
School Construction Authority 
look at adding seats, and I am 
pleased that the agency found a 
perfect spot on the expansion,” 
said Council Member Groden-
chik.  “The groundbreaking is a 
watershed win for the school and 

its students; with this annex, one 
of New York City’s best public 
high school is about to get even 
better.” 
     The 3-story annex will be 
fully accessible, air-conditioned, 
and include 25 general education 
classrooms (grades 9-12), and two 
special education classrooms. The 
annex will have a teacher’s work-
room and supervisory offices on 
each floor. Other amenities will 
include:
•    Science (STEM) lab
•    Science Preparation Room
•    Robotics lab
•    Mock Court Room
•    Media Center and Production 
Room
•    Three Locker Rooms (for ath-
letic field use)
•    Bicycle Storage
•    Shower and Changing Room 
for bicycle riders 
     “Cardozo is one of several 
schools built in eastern Queens in 
the 1960’s that are now bursting 
at the seams, and now is the time 
to meet the increasing demand 
for seats as our communities 
continue to grow and prosper,” 
said Lorraine Grillo, President 

and Chief Executive Officer of 
the SCA.  “This annex will help 
Cardozo faculty and staff provide 
a high-quality education to all of 
the school’s students, and together 
with the annex under construction 
at Francis Lewis High School, is 
part of the SCA’s efforts to create 
over 5,300 high school seats in 
Queens by 2023.” 
     “Benjamin N. Cardozo High 
School is more than just a school – 
it’s a community hub,” said Karin 
Goldmark, Deputy Chancellor of 
School Planning and Develop-
ment.  “And with this new state-
of-the-art annex, Cardozo High 
School will continue to serve 
even more Queens students and 
families for generations to come.”
    “Construction of this annex for 
Benjamin Cardozo High School 
will greatly benefit its students 
as they continue to prepare for 
college and workplace,” said 
Melinda Katz, Queens Borough 
President.  “This 795-seat annex 
will significantly ease overcrowd-
ing for the school’s 3,420 students 
who currently attend school in a 

Resorts World Casino New York City Spreads 
Holiday Cheer With Annual Toy Drive

     Resorts World Casino New 
York City is looking to spread 
some cheer by providing hundreds 
of children in the New York City 
area with toys for the holiday 
season. RWNYC has been collect-
ing toys throughout the month of 
December with assistance from 
their employees including the 
Vice President of Security Tim 
Pearson’s annual holiday gala on 
December 14th. 
     River Fund, Brownsville Boys 
and Girls Club, Assemblymember 
Clyde Vanel, Dominico-Amer-
ican Society, Love Fellowship 
Tabernacle, Brooklyn Borough 
President Eric Adams, and Beacon 
Program I.S. 218 was among the 
several organizations that received 
toys from RWNYC. This effort 
is a part of the RWNYC Good 
Neighbor Network that assists 
local non-profits to fulfill their 
mission and helping families have 
a prosperous holiday.
     “As we stand 8 years strong, 

we continue to strive to be a good 
neighbor in Queens and to all of 
New York City,” said Michelle 
Stoddart, Director of PR and 
Community Development for 
Resorts World Casino New York 

City, “The holiday season could be 
a stressful time for families who 
are struggling to make ends meet. 
Resorts World Casino New York 
City is pleased to provide some 
holiday cheer for our community.”                            

Dominico-American Society picking up their toys for distribution. 
(Photo Credit: Resorts World Casino New York City)
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WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

Rozic Statement in Response to  
Governor Cuomo’s Veto of Legislation to 
Legalize Electric Bicycles and Scooters

     In response to the news that 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 
has vetoed legislation that would 
legalize the use of electric bi-
cycles and scooters in New York, 
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D,WF-Fresh Meadows) issued the 
following statement:  

     “For the past several months 
I have worked with a broad co-
alition to pass legislation that 
would deliver economic justice 
for thousands of delivery work-
ers across New York City, and 
bring safe, viable options to tran-
sit deserts across the state. Our 
bill passed with overwhelming 
bipartisan support, encouraged 
by New York City Council Mem-
bers and the New York Confer-
ence of Mayors, and championed 
by transit, immigrant, and en-
vironmental advocates seeking 
long overdue clarity in the law.”
     “Despite this missed op-
portunity, my goal always was 
and will continue to be a path 
forward—bike or otherwise for 
our delivery workers, environ-
ment and transit starved com-
munities.”

12th Annual Origin 1st Irish Theatre 
Festival Presents an  

Original Dark Comedy Play
     12th Annual Origin 1st Irish 
Theatre Festival Presents “The 
8th”, a Dark Comedy original play 
written and directed by Seanie Su-
grue, Produced by Locked in the 
Attic and Five OHM Productions. 
     “The 8th” opens on Tuesday, 
January 7th at The Secret Theatre, 
44-02 23rd Street,  in Long Island 
City, NY 11101.  Phone: (718) 
392-0722 
Trains: E, M, 7 & G to Court 
Square
     Running time is 2 hours. 
Wheelchair Accessible
Tickets are $20 and are available 
at box office and online 
at www.lockedintheatticproduc-
tions.com
Showtimes are:
1/7-1/10 at 8pm
1/11 at 2pm and 8pm
1/12 at 2pm
1/14-1/17 at 8pm
1/18 at 2pm and 8pm
     “The 8th” is an original play 
set in Co. Kerry, Ireland about 
grief, family and repealing the 
8th amendment, a law that banned 
abortion in 1983.
     A year after the death of their 
father, Saoirse and Tomas return 
home for his one-ear anniversary 
mass. The family still deep in 
grief continue to argue over the 
suspicious manner in how Dennis 
died. While tensions rise inside 
the house, outside the people of 
Ireland are equally divided as 

they prepare to vote on whether 
to repeal the eighth amendment 
and legalize abortion in the most 
contentious social issue Ireland 
has seen since its independence.
     Cast includes:  Julia Nightingale* 
(The Ferryman), Una Clancy*, 
Katherine O’Sullivan*(Birdman), 
John Warren, Phil Burke*(AMC’s 
“Hell on Wheels”), Shane Mc-
Naughton, (Insurrection), Lau-
rissa “Lala” Romain*(“South Pa-
cific”  & “Top Five”) and Gerard 
McNamee*(The Following) 
     *Appearing through the cour-
tesy of the Actors Equity As-
sociation
     Please follow on instagram and 
twitter @the8thplay

Council Member I. Daneek Miller Hosts 
6th Annual Southeast Queens Winterfest and Toy Giveaway

     At Roy Wilkins Park Recre-
ation Center, Council Member 
I. Daneek Miller (D-St. Albans) 
was joined by a host of elected 
officials to kick-off and celebrate 
the holiday season, including 
Congressman Gregory Meeks, 
Senator Leroy Comrie, Assem-
bly Member Alicia Hyndman, 
and special guest New York City 
Council Speaker Corey Johnson.  
Now in its sixth year, the annual 
“Winterfest” celebration features 
a slew of activities for local chil-
dren, including bouncy houses, 
face-painting, arts and crafts, 
wintery-treats, and more. 
     Following a few hours of spir-
ited play, Ballroom Basix, one 
of the groups funded by Council 
Member Miller, put on a dazzling 
dance performance featuring the 
students in the program from 
McNair Elementary School 147Q, 
and P.S./I.S. 268. The event cul-
minated with the distribution of 
hundreds of toys. 
     “Our Annual Winterfest Cel-
ebration and Toy Giveaway is a 
very special event for us,” said 
Council Member I. Daneek Miller. 
“The holidays are about giving 
back, and it gives us no greater 
pleasure than to see the smiles 
on the faces of little ones each 
year. We have a saying here in 
Southeast Queens that ‘teamwork 
makes the dream work’ and this 
event was truly a collaborative 
effort. Thank you to our spon-
sors, our many volunteers, and 
the members of our community 
who generously donated toys at 
our district office over the past 
few weeks.”
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

Flushing Fantastic Launches Lunar New Year 
Promotional Campaign 

Flushing Fantastic Launches 
Lunar New Year Promotional 
Campaign 

Businesses Invited to Partici-
pate in Red Envelope Coupon 
Distribution & Lunar New Year 
Pre-Parade Reception

     Business leaders recently an-
nounced the launch of the 2020 
Lunar New Year Promotional 
Campaign to showcase local busi-
nesses during this month-long 
holiday -- the busiest and most 
important shopping season for 
the Flushing community.  The 
announcement took place at the 
Flushing Community Holiday 
Meal organized by the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Commerce, 
La Jornada, and St. George’s 
Church.  
     As part of this promotional 
campaign, the Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce is 
planning to distribute 5000 Red 
Envelopes during the 2020 Lunar 
New Year Parade, which attracts 
more than 10,000 visitors from 
around the metropolitan region.  
Each red envelope will include 
business cards and coupons from 

local businesses.  
     The submission deadline for 
business cards and coupons to be 
included in the Red Envelopes is 
January 10, 2020.  Those inter-
ested in participating should con-
tact angelina@flushingchamber.
nyc or 646-820-5163 as soon as 
possible.
     “Join our Chamber in usher-
ing in the Year of the Rat with 
our Lunar New Year promotion!” 
stated Taehoon Kim, President of 
the Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce. “In our community, 
Red Envelopes are gifts presented 
at special occasions and symbol-
ize good luck throughout the year. 
Many people hold onto the Red 
Envelopes as keepsakes.”
     The next Flushing Lunar New 
Year Parade will take place on 
Saturday, January 25, 2020.  The 
Parade is organized by a coalition 
of community groups led by the 
Flushing Chinese Business As-
sociation and the Korean Ameri-
can Association of Queens.  The 
Parade will inaugurate the Year 
of the Rat. 
     2020 looks to be a year full of 
growth and accomplishments as 
the Rat is considered inquisitive, 

shrewd, and resourceful in the 
Chinese zodiac.  The Rat is also 
the first in the rotation of the 12 
zodiac signs, meaning that a Rat 
year is a year of renewal. So when 
a Rat year comes, it generally 
delivers new experiences with 
favorable outcomes.
     In addition to the Red Envelopes, 
the Chamber is also distributing 
1000 Good Fortune Calendars 
and hosting a Pre-Parade Lunar 
New Year Reception from 9:30am 
to 10:30am on Saturday, January 
25, 2020, at historic St. George’s 
Church located on Main Street and 
38th Avenue in downtown Flush-
ing, Queens.  All are welcome to 
join the Chamber in warming up 
with hot coffee and donuts before 
marching in the Parade at 11am. 
For more information and to reg-
ister in advance, visit lunar2020.
eventbrite.com.
     The Lunar New Year Promotion 
is organized by the Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce as part 
of the Flushing Fantastic district 
marketing campaign, which is 
funded by the New York City 
Department of Small Business 
Services (SBS) Neighborhood 
360° Program.  

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik Paves the Way for 
New Annex for Benjamin N. Cardozo High School

building that is at 149 percent of 
capacity.  The annex will also be a 
state-of- the art center of learning 
and development for our society’s 
future leaders.”
    “Each year, Cardozo High 
School attracts hundreds of new 
students, which has led to chronic 
overcrowding,” said Senator Toby 
Stavisky. “I want to thank Council 
Member Grodenchik for his com-
mitment to finding more seats for 
schools throughout the borough 
along with Lorraine Grillo and the 
School Construction Authority 
for their vision. This project will 
bring a much-needed expansion 
and allow for new programs to be 
offered at the school.”
    “It is great news that funding 
from the State Smart Schools 
Bond Act is being utilized to 
reduce overcrowding at Benja-
min N. Cardozo High School,” 
said Assembly Member Edward 

C. Braunstein. “This annex will 
include valuable new amenities 
for students, such as a STEM lab, 
science preparation room, and a 
robotics lab.”
    “Cardozo High School has set 
a standard of excellence and suc-
cess for years,” said Assembly 
Member David I. Weprin. “It is 
important that we do all we can 
do to support our top-performing 
schools, alleviate overcrowding, 
and invest in our schools for their 
continued success.  I am glad to 
partner with my colleagues in the 
city and state to break ground on 
this state-of-the art annex which 
will serve our community for 
years to come.” 
“Community Board 11Q is grate-
ful to our elected officials and the 
School Construction Authority 
for their assistance in obtaining 
these much needed state-of-the-
art school classrooms for our 
community,” said Eileen Miller, 
Chair, Community Board 11Q. 

“This is our future!” 
As part of the SCA’s Public Art 
for Public School program, there 
will be an artist commissioned to 
create site-specific artwork for 
the lobby of the new annex.  
    Council Member Barry S. 
Grodenchik represents the New 
York City Council’s 23rd District, 
which
includes portions of Bayside, 
Bellerose, Douglaston, Floral 
Park, Fresh Meadows, Glen Oaks, 
Hollis, Hollis Hills, Holliswood, 
Jamaica Estates, Little Neck, 
Oakland Gardens, and Queens 
Village. He serves on the fol-
lowing committees: Education, 
Finance, General Welfare, Hous-
ing and Buildings, and Land Use.  
He also serves on the following 
subcommittees: Capital Budget/
Finance, and Zoning and Fran-
chises. He is an active member 
of the Jewish Caucus. For more 
information, visit https://council.
nyc.gov/district-23/.

     U.S. Department of Justice 
Presents Excellence Award to Tax 
Department Investigator for Work 
on $780,000 Fraud and Money 
Laundering Case
     Tribute follows sentencing of 
tax preparer for scamming clients
     Internal Affairs Investiga-
tor Jack Patterson and Assistant 
United States Attorney Jarrod 
Schaeffer.
     The New York State Depart-
ment of Taxation and Finance 
today announced that one of its 
investigators received an Excel-
lence Award from the United 
States Department of Justice fol-
lowing the successful prosecution 
of a $780,000 fraud and money 

laundering case in Queens.
     The honor for Tax Depart-
ment Investigator Jack Patterson 
followed the December 13 sen-
tencing of tax preparer Salvatore 
Arena to 42 months in prison for 
scamming some 170 clients out of 
$780,000 they believed was being 
used to pay their taxes. Instead, 
Arena was pocketing the money 
for his own personal gain. He 
pleaded guilty in August to mail 
fraud, money laundering, and 
wire fraud.
     “This award is well-deserved. 
Investigator Patterson and his 
colleagues at the department did 
exceptional work to uncover this 
egregious scheme and prevent 

more New Yorkers from being 
victimized,” said New York State 
Commissioner of Taxation and 
Finance Michael Schmidt. “As this 
case demonstrates, we will use ev-
ery tool at our disposal to prevent 
unscrupulous tax preparers from 
defrauding New Yorkers of their 
hard-earned income.”
     “We’re extremely proud of the 
work done by Investigator Patter-
son and our team, in coordination 
with our law enforcement part-
ners in the DOJ, to help develop 
the case and gather the evidence 
needed to secure a guilty plea,” 
said New York State Tax Depart-

U.S. Department of Justice Presents Excellence Award to 
Tax Department Investigator for Work on $780,000 Fraud 
and Money Laundering Case Tribute follows sentencing of 

tax preparer for scamming clients
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MTA Rounds Out a Successful Year of LIRR Construction 
Projects and Expansion Milestones

25 Major Projects Completed in 2019 and a Dozen More in the Works for 2020

     The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority (MTA) ended 
2019 having completed almost 
two dozen Long Island Rail Road 
construction projects – a massive 
increase in the pace of work to 
transform and modernize the 
railroad. The LIRR Moderniza-
tion Program, a comprehensive 
program of 100 projects to rebuild 
the LIRR and foster economic 
growth, made great strides this 
past year with 14 station enhance-
ments, five major bridge replace-
ments and two grade crossing 
eliminations. While many of those 
projects were directly related to 
the LIRR Expansion Project, to 
build a third track from Floral 
Park to Hicksville, the accom-
plishments span across the entire 
LIRR system.
     “The ability for the Long Island 
Rail Road to improve service for 
today’s riders while building for 
the future needs of Long Island 
is paramount. These expansion 
projects coupled with our LIRR 
Forward initiatives will give us 
the flexibility we need to provide 
more robust service and get our 
customers where they need to go 
on time ,” LIRR President Phil 
Eng said. “Our Operation and 
Engineering staff and the entire 
LIRR workforce really worked 
hard to make sure projects were 
continued with as little inter-
ruption to customer service as 
possible and completed on time. 
We appreciate the patience of our 
customers and the communities 
that we serve throughout this 
critical work.”
    “The LIRR Expansion Project 
is moving forward at a remarkable 
pace, and it is now about one-third 
complete, and is on schedule and 
under budget,” MTA Chief Devel-
opment Officer Janno Lieber said. 
“This project is the model project 
for how we are changing the way 
we manage capital projects to do 
them better, faster and cheaper.”
     The following capital projects 
were completed in 2019:
     All projects noted with an 
asterisk (*) are part of the LIRR 
Expansion Project which will add 
a third track from Floral Park to 
Hicksville, reducing train conges-
tion and delays and enabling true 
bi-directional service during peak 
hours with a more reliable rail net-
work. This transformative work, 
which began at the end of 2018, 
includes several related projects, 
including the construction of 
parking garages, retaining walls, 
improvements to rail bridges and 
the removal of eight street-level 
grade crossings. 
Station Enhancements
     The following stations received 
enhancements and upgrades in-
cluding new LED lighting, USB 
charging ports, free public Wi-
Fi, interactive digital kiosks and 
related improvements.
•    Baldwin Station on the Babylon 
Branch -- completed in June 2019. 
Benches have also been added, 
new trash receptacles have been 
installed, and new tactile strips 
have been placed on the platform.
•    Bayside Station, on the Port 
Washington Branch -- completed 
March 2019. Historic photos, way-
finding signage and new benches 

were also added.
•    Bellmore Station, on the 
Babylon Branch – completed June 
2019. Platforms and the waiting 
room were also rehabilitated with 
canopies new windows, doors, 
wall tiles and new HVAC system, 
and an art installation.
•    Brentwood Station, on the 
Ronkonkoma Branch – completed 
June 2019. Shelter sheds and rail-
ings were added to the platforms, 
a new ADA-compliant ramp has 
been added, as well as an art 
installation.
•    Deer Park Station, on the 
Ronkonkoma Branch – completed 
April 2019. Sidewalk and curb im-
provements, new bike racks and an 
art installation were among other 
improvements.
•    East Hampton Station, on the 
Montauk Branch – completed 
April 2019. The station interior 
was renovated to preserve its 19th 
century charm, wood paneling 
was repaired and historic photos 
of the station are on display.
•    Farmingdale Station on the 
Ronkonkoma Branch – completed 
April 2019. Other upgrades for this 
station, originally built in 1890, 
include a new waiting room with 
terrazzo flooring, new ADA ac-
cessible restrooms and a rehabili-
tated pedestrian underpass with 
wayfinding signage.
•    Great Neck Station on the Port 
Washington Branch – completed 
April 2019. The station also re-
ceived an historic plaque and 
historic photos.
•    Merrick Station on the Babylon 
Branch – completed January 2019. 
The plaza area and sidewalks were 
also rehabilitated and a mosaic art 
piece was installed in the waiting 
room.
•    Northport Station on the Port 
Jefferson Branch – completed 
January 2019. The station under-
went a full historic restoration 
including a new waiting room with 
terrazzo flooring, new restrooms 
and new wall and ceiling finishes.
•    Port Jefferson Station on the 
Port Jefferson Branch – completed 
March 2019. The station building 
exterior was also renewed with 
new signage and the installation of 
an outdoor sculpture in the plaza 
and a reconfigured plaza area to 
improve customer flow. Parking 
improvements were added as well.
•    Stewart Manor Station on the 
Hempstead Branch – completed 
January 2019. New platforms are 
now equipped with shelters, MTA 
help points, new signage and per-
manent artwork.
•    Syosset Station on the Port Jef-
ferson Branch – completed June 
2019. The station building was 
completely rebuilt and the plaza 
area around the station entrance 
was rehabilitated. A 21-foot stain-
less steel and plexiglass sculpture 
was installed at the entrance of the 
station building.
•    Valley Stream Station on the 
Far Rockaway Branch – com-
pleted February 2019. Historic 
photos and a commemorative 
plaque were added to the building. 
New wayfinding signage and trash 
receptacles were also added.
Bridges
     Bridges below 14 feet are es-
pecially vulnerable to overheight 

vehicles striking them. In 2016, 
there were 20 bridge strikes in 
Nassau County, alone. Each time a 
bridge is struck by a vehicle, speed 
restrictions are put on trains while 
a team of specialized LIRR per-
sonnel are dispatched to the scene 
to inspect the bridge to ensure its 
continued safety. Only when a 
bridge is determined to be safe 
for full-speed train travel is the 
restriction lifted; in the interim, 
the result is cascading delays that 
can affect train service across the 
immediate branch and sometimes 
other branches as well. Replacing 
low-hanging bridges improves 
the safety and reliability for both 
vehicles and LIRR passengers.
     In June 2019, Cherry Lane 
Bridge*, located in the Town 
of North Hempstead along the 
LIRR Main line, was removed 
and replaced with a taller three-
track structure. The original 
low-hanging bridge had been in 
service since 1953 and the site of 
many accidents over the years due 
to trucks striking the bridge. This 
bridge was also replaced using the 
method successfully employed 
at LIRR’s Post Avenue Bridge in 
Westbury, which was completed 
over a single weekend in October 
2017.
     The Nassau Boulevard Bridge* 
in Garden City was struck 16 
times in 2018 and 2019 alone. 
The 11’ 6” bridge overpass was 
assembled in place adjacent to 
the site, and LIRR crews inched 
it into place over one weekend 
in October 2019, following the 
demolition of the old bridge. After 
the new bridge was firmly set in 
place, crews rebuilt the track atop 
the bridge, while reconnecting the 
existing two tracks. The 14-foot 
has a bay for a third track.
     In November 2019, the LIRR 
installed new single span steel 
bridge structures at Accabonac 
Road and North Main Street 
Bridges in East Hampton, replac-
ing two aging lower clearance 
structures. These low-hanging 
bridges, first constructed in 1895, 
were the site of many accidents 
over the years caused by trucks 
striking the bridges, resulting in 
train delays in both directions. The 
large bridge components, which 
were fabricated in Lancaster, PA, 
were transported from Pennsylva-
nia by road, then via barge through 
the Long Island Sound, around the 
tip of Orient Point, through the 
North and South Forks to Shin-
necock Inlet, then via road again 
to East Hampton.
     The 61-year-old South Tyson 
Avenue Bridge* in the Village of 
Floral Park was modified and a 
new two-track bay bridge was 
installed in September 2019. It 
took 2,000 hours to construct 
and install the bridge which was 
replaced using a self-propelled 
modular transporter just like with 
Cherry Lane and Post Avenue.
     The Flushing Main Street 
Bridge, built in 1913, in Flushing, 
experienced years of deteriora-
tion, and rehabilitation was neces-
sary to the structure that carries 
two Port Washington Branch 
tracks over five lanes of vehicular 

New York State Department of Labor 
Announces Implementation of New 
Law to Close The Gender Wage Gap 

     The New York State Depart-
ment of Labor today announced 
the implementation of a new law 
that prohibits both public and pri-
vate employers from asking about 
salary history. One of the pillars 
of the new law, which takes effect 
on January 6, 2020, is New York 
employers cannot request that job 
applicants provide wage or salary 
history as a condition of employ-
ment. Current employees do not 
have to provide their salary his-
tory from any outside employers. 
It also prevents businesses from 
seeking similar information from 
other sources.
     “New York continues to be a 
leader in the fight for economic 
justice and advancing equality 
for women in the workplace,” said 
Governor Cuomo.  “The salary 
history ban reinforces our com-
mitment to breaking down the 
barriers that have hindered women 
for far too long.”
New York State Department of 
Labor Commissioner Roberta 
Reardon said, “This law is another 
critical step toward reaching full 
gender equality and equitable pay 
for all. While New York currently 
has the narrowest wage gap in the 
nation, with women earning the 
equivalent of 89 cents to a man’s 
dollar, that’s still an unacceptable 
gap. We have more work to do. 
This will help our state to move 
more quickly toward closing that 
gender wage gap and breaking this 

discriminatory cycle.”
     In 2017, Governor Cuomo di-
rected the Department of Labor 
to study the causes, scope and 
economic impact of the gender 
pay gap in New York State and 
issue policy recommendations to 
help close it. As part of the study, 
the Department of Labor con-
ducted pay equity hearings in New 
York City, Syracuse, Long Island 
and Buffalo to solicit testimony 
identifying specific causes of the 
gender wage gap and suggestions 
on ways in which the wage gap can 
be closed, either in its entirety, or 
in particular industries. The study 
asserts that the salary history ban 
will be an important step toward 
pay equity by virtually eradicat-
ing the impact of low wages or 
experience gaps that compound 
over time.
The report, available here, outlines 
the state of the gender pay gap in 
New York, including its scope 
across the economic spectrum 
and throughout each regions of 
the state.
     The salary history ban is part of 
Governor Cuomo’s 2019 Women’s 
Justice Agenda. The new law 
builds on the progress New York 
has made to improve reproductive, 
economic and social justice for all 
New York women.
     The salary history ban will 
take effect on January 6, 2020. 
For more information visit www.
ny.gov/salaryban.

ment Director of Internal Affairs 
Brian Hickey.      “The recognition 
from DOJ is greatly appreciated.”
     “I’m grateful for the recogni-
tion but bringing tax criminals 
to justice is really a team effort,” 
said Tax Department Internal Af-
fairs investigator Jack Patterson, 
lauding the support from his col-
leagues at the Tax Department and 
from federal, state, and local law 
enforcement partners.
     In the case, Arena offered clients 
tax preparation and payment ser-
vices. Instead of making payments 
for his customers, he siphoned cli-
ent money for his own use.
     Tax Investigator Patterson, 

U.S. Department of Justice Presents 
Excellence Award to Tax Department 

Investigator for Work on $780,000 
Fraud and Money Laundering Case ...

working alongside DOJ investi-
gators, uncovered how the illegal 
scheme worked. Between Janu-
ary 2014 and March 2019, Arena 
would divert tax prepayments to 
his own tax account and claim 
bogus refunds later. He also bra-
zenly stole tax payments clients 
had wired into a bank account that 
he controlled.
     In addition to the 42-month 
prison sentence, Arena was or-
dered to pay restitution of more 
than $726,000. He is expected to 
report to prison on March 1, 2020.
     Investigator Patterson has been 
with the Tax Department for 5 
years and has 15 years working in 
law enforcement.
Patterson OIA Image.

Mulchfest Tree Drop-Offs Have Begun
     Mulchfest 2020 chipping Sat-
urdays: Jan 4 and 11
     As the holidays are upon us, 
now is the perfect time to find 
a location to recycle your tree. 
NYC Parks’ Mulchfest provides 
New Yorkers the opportunity to 
recycle their trees at a local park, 
with convenient drop-off sites in 
all five boroughs making it easier 
than ever to say goodbye your 
holiday tree!  
Drop-off site for Queens include:
Astoria Park
19th St. & Hoyt Ave. 
     For more information, including 
the full list of Mulchfest drop-off 
and chipping sites visit: https://
www.nycgovparks.org/highlights/
festivals/mulchfest

     Mulchfest 2020 runs from 
December 26 through January 11. 
With 67 total drop-off sites—32 
are chipping sites—across the 
five boroughs, including parks 
and GreenThumb gardens, New 
Yorkers will be able drop off holi-
day trees which are then chipped 
and recycled. The mulch is used 
to nourish city trees and plants 
making make NYC even greener. 
     This year, New Yorkers have 
two consecutive Saturdays when 
they can actively mulch their holi-
day trees—Saturday, January 4 
and 11. This new schedule makes 
it easier than ever for all to say 
goodbye to their trees in an eco-
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

QUEENS 

TIMES

S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF QUEENS 
INDEX NO. 706162/2016
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
Plaintiff, 
Plaintiff designates QUEENS 
as the place of trial situs of the 
real property
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Mortgaged Premises:
14-28 PINSON STREET 
FAR ROCKAWAY, NY 11691
Block: 15651 
Lot: 22
vs.
   GERARD CARTER, AS 
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF 
THE ESTATE OF LORENZO 
SIMMONS AND AS HEIR 
A N D D I ST RI B UT EE TO 
THE ESTATE OF NANCY 
S I M M O N S ;  D E B O R A H 
EDWARDS, AS HEIR AND 
D I ST R I B U T EE O F  T H E 
E S TAT E  O F  LO R E N ZO 
SIMMONS AND AS HEIR 
A N D D IST RI BUT EE O F 
THE ESTATE OF NANCY 
SIMMONS; RENEE NELSON, 
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
O F  T H E  E S TAT E  O F 
L O R E N Z O  S I M M O N S ; 
JASMINE ROUNDTREE, AS 
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF 
THE ESTATE OF LORENZO 
SIMMONS, CONSTANCE 
ANDERSON AS HEIR AND 
D I ST R I B U T EE O F  T H E 
E S TAT E  O F  LO R E N ZO 
SIMMONS, any and all persons 
unknown to plaintiff, claiming, 
or who may claim to have an 
interest in, or general or specific 
lien upon the real property 
described in this action; such 
unknown persons  be ing 
herein generally described 
and intended to be included 
in the following designation, 
namely: the wife, widow, 
husband, widower, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors, 
an d  as s i gne e s  o f  suc h 
deceased, any and all persons 
deriving interest in or lien upon, 
or title to said real property 
by, through or under them, 
or either of them, and their 
respective wives, widows, 
husbands, widowers, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors 
and assigns, al l of whom 
and whose names, except 
as stated, are unknown to 
plaintiff; TERRANCE CARTER 
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
OF THE ESTATE OF NANCY 
SIMMONS; KEVIN CARTER 
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
OF THE ESTATE OF NANCY 
SIMMONS, any and all persons 
unknown to plaintiff, claiming, 
or who may claim to have an 
interest in, or general or specific 
lien upon the real property 
described in this action; such 
unknown persons  be ing 
herein generally described 
and intended to be included 
in the following designation, 
namely: the wife, widow, 
husband, widower, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors, 

an d  as s i gne e s  o f  suc h 
deceased, any and all persons 
deriving interest in or lien upon, 
or title to said real property 
by, through or under them, 
or either of them, and their 
respective wives, widows, 
husbands, widowers, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors 
and assigns, al l of whom 
and whose names, except 
as stated, are unknown to 
plaintif f; SECRETARY OF 
HO USI NG A N D U R BA N 
DEVELOPMENT; COLUMBUS 
104.LLC; CRIMINAL COURT 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK; 
NEW YORK CITY PARKING 
VIOLATIONS BUREAU; NEW 
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT 
O F  T A X A T I O N  A N D 
FINANCE; UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA; AUDREY I. 
PHEFFER, IN HER CAPACITY 
A S  Q U E E N S  C O U N T Y 
CLERK, ENVIORNMENTAL 
CONTROL BOARD, 
   “JOHN DOE #1” through 
“JOHN DOE #12,” the last 
twelve names being fictitious 
and unknown to plaintiff, the 
persons or parties intended 
being the tenants, occupants, 
persons or corporations, if any, 
having or claiming an interest 
in or lien upon the premises, 
described in the complaint,
Defendant(s).
Defendant(s)
   To the above named 
Defendants 
   YO U  A R E  H E R E BY 
SUMMONED to answer the 
complaint in this action and to 
serve a copy of your answer, or, 
if the complaint is not served 
with this summons, to serve 
a notice of appearance on the 
Plaintiff’s Attorney within 20 
days after the service of this 
summons, exclusive of the day 
of service (or within 30 days 
after the service is complete if 
this summons is not personally 
delivered to you within the State 
of New York) in the event the 
United States of America is 
made a party defendant, the 
time to answer for the said 
United States of America shall 
not expire until (60) days after 
service of the Summons; and 
in case of your failure to appear 
or answer, judgment will be 
taken against you by default 
for the relief demanded in the 
complaint.
   NOTICE OF NATURE 
OF ACTION AND RELIEF 
SOUGHT
THE OBJECT of the above 
caption action is to foreclose 
a Mor tgage to secure the 
sum of $750,000.00 and 
interest, recorded on July 2, 
2009, at Instrument number 
2009000201922, of the Public 
Records of QUEENS County, 
New York, covering premises 
known as 14-28 PINSON 
STREET, FAR ROCKAWAY, 
NY 11691.
   The relief sought in the 
within action is a final judgment 
direct ing the sale of  the 
premises described above to 
satisfy the debt secured by the 
Mortgage described above.
QUEENS County is designated 
as the place of trial because the 

real property affected by this 
action is located in said county.
NOTICE
   YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 
LOSING YOUR HOME
   If you do not respond to this 
summons and complaint by 
serving a copy of the answer on 
the attorney for the mortgage 
c ompany  who f i l ed  t h i s 
foreclosure proceeding against 
you and filing the answer with 
the court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can 
lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to 
the court where your case is 
pending for further information 
on how to answer the summons 
and protect your property.
Sending a payment to the 
mortgage company will not stop 
the foreclosure action.
   YOU MUST RESPOND 
BY SERVING A COPY OF 
THE A NSWER O N THE 
AT T O R N E Y  F O R  T H E 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
RAS BORISKIN, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
900 Merchants Concourse, 
Suite 106
Westbury, NY 11590
516-280-7675
1/2,9,16&23/2020
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traffic. Repairs were made 
to the steel composition and 
removal of loose concrete 
from the deck underside. 
A center median has been 
constructed beneath the 
bridge, providing safety for 
traffic flow. The work was 
completed in November 
2019.
     Work on the 100-year-
old Springfield Boulevard 
Bridge in Queens Village 
was completed in August 
2019. The replacement of 
the bridge, which is served 
by the Hempstead Branch, 
included repairs on existing 
concrete platforms, light 
poles and conduits, as well 
as limited underdeck con-
crete repairs.
Grade Crossing Elimina-
tions
     Covert Avenue Grade 
Crossing* in New Hyde 
Park was eliminated and 
reconstructed to provide a 
two-lane grade-separated 
underpass with a pedestrian 
sidewalk on the east side 
of the underpass. After 
crews removed the existing 
rail tracks and dug down 
25 feet, the concrete box 
structure was moved incre-
mentally more than 50 feet 
into perfect position. The 
roadway beneath the under-
pass was officially opened 
in October 2019.
     The Urban Avenue Grade 
Crossing* in the Town of 
North Hempstead is one of 
eight street-level crossings 
that was eliminated as part 
of the LIRR Expansion 
Project. This new bridge in-
stallation, where there was 
no bridge before, eliminated 
the railroad crossing. The 
bridge was put into place 
using an approach called 
“box-jacking” that reduces 
the length of time the tracks 
must be taken out of service 
to just one weekend. In fact, 
the first time this method 
was successfully used on 
a major railroad project 
in the United States was 
during this installation in 
July 2019.
Infrastructure and Track
     The new Port Washing-
ton Substation replaces an 

earlier brick-and-mortar 
substation that had been in 
service more than 30 years 
and was beyond its useful 
life. Located at the inter-
section of Davis Avenue 
and Bayles Avenue, the 
new substation ensures the 
continued reliability of Port 
Washington Branch train 
service by maintaining a 
robust power system for 
the electrified third rails. 
With greater capacity, the 
new substation enables the 
anticipated growth in train 
service that is expected 
to coincide with the start 
of LIRR service to Grand 
Central Terminal.
     Nassau Switch* in Mine-
ola is one of the most highly 
trafficked areas with over 
200 train traverses every 
day. The switch installation, 
which allows trains to be 
guided from one track to 
another, was upgraded over 
several weekends this past 
fall to prepare for the future 
third track between Floral 
Park and Hicksville. These 
switch upgrades, among 
many other initiatives, have 
resulted in 43% fewer can-
cellations, 22% fewer short 
trains and 30% fewer trains 
delayed over 15 minutes.
LIRR Expansion by the 
Numbers
   9.8 -- track length, in 
miles, of the LIRR Expan-
sion project between Floral 
Park and Hicksville
   40 – the footage of road-
way between the Covert 
Avenue Bridge and the side 
walls
   55 – the number of hours it 
took to successfully replace 
Nassau Boulevard Bridge
   320 – the tonnage of the 
new Cherry Lane Bridge
   481 – the net increase 
of parking spaces when 
Westbury North Parking 
Structure is complete
   800 – number of lighting 
fixtures to be installed at 
Mineola Harrison Parking 
Structure
   2,000 -- number of hours 
to construct and install 
South Tyson Avenue Bridge
   16,000 – a little less than 
the amount, in cubic yards, 
of material excavated at 
Urban Avenue

   18,000 – amount of linear 
feet of wall that has been 
constructed along LIRR 
Expansion corridor
   107,000 – approximately 
the number of daily com-
muters who travel across 
South Tyson Avenue Bridge
Looking Ahead at LIRR 
Expansion in 2020
•    Floral Park Station will 
get three new ADA-compli-
ant elevators being installed 
in the north, south and cen-
tral part of the station.
•    Plainf ield Avenue 
Bridge, near Floral Park 
Station, will get an addi-
tional bay and be widened 
and reinforced.
•    Glen Cove Road Bridge 
will be removed and re-
placed with a three-track 
structure.
•    Meadowbrook Park-
way Bridge, in the Village 
of Carle Place, Town of 
North Hempstead, will be 
widened.
•    Merillon Avenue Sta-
tion in Garden City, will 
receive station enhance-
ments including platform 
removal and replacement 
to accommodate 12-car 
trains; and ADA compliant 
improvements.
•    Mineola Avenue Sta-
tion will receive upgrades 
including platform removal 
and replacement; a refur-
bished station building; and 
a new pedestrian overpass, 
including two elevators.
•    Willis Avenue Grade 
Crossing, in the Village of 
Mineola, and New Hyde 
Park Road Grade Crossing, 
in the Village of New Hyde 
Park, and School Street 
Grade Crossing will be 
eliminated.
•    New Hyde Park Station, 
will receive modernized 
station upgrades includ-
ing platform replacement 
and digital information 
displays.
•    Westbury North Parking 
Structure – a new four-level 
683-space parking garage 
-- will be completed to 
accommodate a future in-
crease in capacity on the 
LIRR in Westbury.
     For more information 
on LIRR’s capital projects, 
visit amodernli.com.

(Continued from page 9)

friendly way, and take a bag 
of nutrient rich mulch home 
in the process. Weather 
permit ting, DSNY will 
also collect and compost 
clean trees left at curbs from 
Monday, January 6 through 
Friday, January 17, 2020.
     Mulchfest, part of the 
New York City’s holiday 
tradition, encourages New 
Yorkers to make greening 
a family activity—turning 
holiday trees into mulch 
which can be used for gar-
dening and to increase soil 
fertility. For more than 20 
years, Parks and DSNY 
have collected and mulched 
trees to help planting beds 
and community gardens 
around the city grow. Mulch 
maintains the health of our 
trees and plants citywide by 
deterring weeds, retaining 
moisture, preventing com-
paction, adding nutrients 
to the soil, and keeping 
roots warm. In recent years, 
Parks has mulched between 
25,000 and 30,000 on aver-
age annually.

Mulchfest Tree 
Drop-Offs  

Have Begun

(Continued from page 9)

Tobacco-Free Kids Supports Gov. Cuomo’s Call to 
End the Sale of All Flavored E-Cigarettes

     The Campaign for To-
bacco-Free Kids strongly 
suppor ts Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo’s call for statewide 
legislation to end the sale 
of all flavored e-cigarettes 
in New York. Passage of 
such legislation would be 
a tremendous victory for 
New York’s kids and protect 
them from nicotine addic-
tion and other health risks 
associated with e-cigarette 
use. 
     There is no time to waste 
as the youth e-cigarette 
epidemic has gone from 
bad to worse – and Gov. 

Cuomo’s call to prohibit fla-
vored e-cigarettes is exactly 
what we need. Driven by 
skyrocketing youth use of 
e-cigarettes, the percentage 
of high school students who 
use tobacco products is at 
its highest level in 19 years. 
This year, 31.2% of high 
school students and 12.5% 
of middle school students – 
6.2 million kids altogether 
– used some type of tobacco 
product, according to the 
2019 National Youth To-
bacco Survey. The number 
of kids who use e-cigarettes 
has skyrocketed to over 5.3 

million, including more 
than one in four (27.5%) 
high school students, and 
recent trends indicate that 
nearly 5,000 more kids start 
using e-cigarettes each day.
     The evidence is clear that 
flavored e-cigarettes have 
fueled this epidemic – 97% 
of youth e-cigarette us-
ers report using a flavored 
product in the past month, 
and 70% cite flavors as the 
reason for their use. The 
time for waiting is over. 
Policymakers across the 
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Prohealth Mount Sinai MSO, 
LLC.  Articles of Org. filed Sec. 
of State (SSNY) on 11/4/19.  
Of f ice:  23 -22 30th Ave., 
Astoria, NY 11102, Queens 
County.  SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
company c/o Nixon Peabody 
LLP, 50 Jericho Quadrangle, 
Ste. 300, Jericho, NY 11753.  
Purpose:any lawful purpose.  
11/28,12/5,12,19,26/2019&1/2/2020

PREMIER DEM O LIT IO N 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
10/29/2019. Cty: QUEENS. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
58-35 47TH ST., MASPETH, 
NY 11378. General Purpose. 11
/28,12/5,12,19,26/2019&1/2/2020

Notice of formation of KEMET 
ASSETS LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the Sec. of State 
of NY SSNY on 10/22/2019. 
Of f ice located in Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail 
p roc ess  to  107- 41  8 8 th 
Street, Queens, NY 11417 . 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020
SOTOS 1972 LLC, Ar ts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to SOTIRIOS 
M .  B IS B I K IS ,  3 610  172 
STREET, FLUSHING, NY 
11358. General Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

CAMPOVERDE PROPERTIES 
LLC,  A r t s  o f  O r g .  f i l e d 
with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 10/31/2019.  Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 85-29 
86TH ST, WOODHAVEN, 
NY 11421. General Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

BC 14 REALTY LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
10/11/17. Office: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 104-14 37th Drive, Corona, 
NY 11368. The registered agent 
address is c/o NHP Business 
Management Services Inc., 
229 Jericho Turnpike, New 
H yd e  Pa r k ,  N Y  110 4 0 . 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

622 CHESTER LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/13/2019. 
C t y :  Q U E E N S .  S S N Y 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process aga ins t  may be 
served & shall mail process 
to 180 -34 UNION TPKE., 
FR ES H M E A D OWS,  N Y 
11366. General  Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

132 LA SOLIKA LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/13/2019. 
C t y :  Q U E E N S .  S S N Y 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process aga ins t  may be 
served & shall mail process 
to 180 -34 UNION TPKE., 
FR ES H M E A D OWS,  N Y 
11366. General  Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

2931 BRUCKNER BLVD LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 11/15/2019. 
Cty: QUEENS. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 9-22 119TH 
ST., COLLEGE POINT, NY 
11356. General Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

HULA CAB LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 11/8/2019. Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to MICHAEL 
LEVINE, 25-11 41ST AVENUE, 
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 
11101. General  Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

V & S 3800 LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 4/10/2019. Office in 
Queens Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 172-14 89th 
Ave.,  Jamaica, NY 11432.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of JZ 
Parsons Property LLC. filed 
with SSNY on 11/12/2019. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to JZ Parsons 
Property LLC, 140-35 Beech 
Ave, 7R, Flushing, NY 11355. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.  
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

P O P  C U L T U R A L L Y 
AWKWARD LLC. Ar ts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
11/19/2019. Office: Queens 
County. Elizabeth Grammaticas 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to Elizabeth Grammaticas 
at  1689 Gates Ave,  Apt 
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

458 FAIRVIEW AVENUE 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
10/22/2019. Cty: QUEENS. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process 
to SUSAN KARCHER, 89-23 
69TH RD, FOREST HILLS, NY 
11375. General Purpose.
11/28,12/5,12,19,26/2019&1/2/2020

NUAUTO JAMAICA LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 11/5/2019. Office in 
Queens Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to 130-29 Merrick Blvd., 
Jamaica, NY 11434, which is also 
the principal business location.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.  
11/28,12/5,12,19,26/2019&1/2/2020

Notice of formation of Globaltek 
LLC article of organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York SSNY on 08/16/2019 
of f ice located in Queens 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC 169-04 
140 Ave, Jamaica NY 11434.
Purpose any lawful purpose. 
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

LENNY’S WEST INDIAN 
COOKHOUSE LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/12/2019. Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 112-06 LIBERTY 
AVE., RICHMOND HILLS, 
NY 11419. General Purpose.  
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

S H RI  S A I  G RO U P L LC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 11/13/2019. 
Office in Queens Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC whom 
process may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail  process to 10-02 
44th Dr., Long Island City, 
NY 11101, which is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.  
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

JT WOODSIDE LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 01/08/14. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
39-07 Prince Street, Suite 
5C, Flushing, NY 11354. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

11 EAST 10TH ROAD, LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 11/25/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 334 Cross 
Bay Blvd., Broad Channel, 
NY 11693. General Purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

11  E A S T  10 T H  R O A D, 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
11/25/2019. Cty: Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
w h o m  p r o c e s s  a g a i n s t 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 334 Cross Bay 
Blvd., Broad Channel, NY 
11693. General  Purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Quali f icat ion of 
C I V I C P LU S ,  L LC  A p p l . 
for Auth. f i led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/09/19. Of f ice locat ion: 
Queens County. LLC formed 
in Kansas (KS) on 07/08/98. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
Corporat ion Service Co., 
80 State St .,  A lbany, NY 
12207-2543.  KS addr.  of 
LLC: 302 S. Fourth St., Ste. 
500, Manhattan, KS 66502. 
Cert. of Form. filed with KS 
Secy. of State, 120 SW 10th 
Ave.,  Topeka, KS 66612.  
Purpose: To provide software 
as a ser v ice and re lated 
professional services, such 
as training and consulting with 
regard to the same, to state 
and local municipalities. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

EX HOLDINGS LLC, Ar ts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/13/2019. Of f ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Denis 
Xhari and Anila Celi, 24-65 
46th Street, Astoria, NY 11103. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice is hereby given that a 
license, number 1323961 for 
on-premises Liquor has been 
applied for by the undersigned 
to sell liquor at retail in a 
Restaurant under the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Law at  
37-18 Northern Blvd., Suite 
106, Long Island City, NY 11101 
for on premises consumption. 
RCano Group Inc d/b/a RCano 
Events aka The Standard Café. 
12/26/2019&1/2/2020

F i l e  N o .  2 0 1 8 - 5 6 4 9 
ADMINISTRATION CITATION 
S U R RO G AT E’ S  C O U RT 
QUEENS COUNTY CITATION 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK, By the Grace of 
God Free and Independent, TO: 
To the heirs at law, next of kin, 
and distributees of MANUEL 
FERRIN a / k /a  M A NUEL 
FERRIN, JR. deceased, if 
living, and if any of them be 
dead to the heirs at law, next 
of kin, distributees, legatees, 
executors, administrators, 
assignees and successors 
in interest whose names 
are unknown and cannot be 
ascertained after due diligence 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR 
O F  Q U E E N S  C O U N T Y 
MARIA AVIDANO A petition 
h av i n g  b e e n  d u l y  f i l e d 
b y  R U S H M O R E  L O A N 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
LLC, as appointed attorney 
in fact for WILMINGTON 
SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, 
FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA 
TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY 
BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR 
P R E T I U M  M O R T G A G E 
ACQUISITION TRUST, a 
corporation organized and 
existing under the laws of the 
United States of America, who 
is domiciled at 15480 Laguna 
Canyon Road, Suite 100, 
Irvine, CA 92618; YOU ARE 
HEREBY CITED TO SHOW 
CAUSE before the Surrogate’s 
Court, Queens County, at 88-
11 Sutphin Blvd., Jamaica, NY 
11435 on February 6TH, 2020 
at 9:30 o’clock in the fore noon 
of that day, why a decree should 
not be made in the estate 
of MANUEL FERRIN a/k/a 
MANUEL FERRIN, JR. lately 
domiciled at 47-43 163rd Street, 
Flushing, New York 11358, in 
the County of Queens, State 
of New York, granting Limited 
Letters of Administration upon 
the estate of the decedent 
to Mar ia Avidano, or any 
eligible distributee, or upon 
their failure to qualify, to the 
Public Administrator of Queens 
County, and if permitted to 
renounce then to Petitioner’s 
nominee, Oscar A. Prieto, 
upon duly qualifying, limited to 
accepting service of process 
on behalf of the estate of the 
deceased in a foreclosure 
action on a Consolidation, 
Extension, and Modification 
Ag reement  he l d  by  t he 
petitioner, its successor and/
or assigns, dated January 15, 
1993 and recorded at Book 
3556, Page 2156 in the Office 
of the City Register of the 
City of New York on May 3, 
1993 in the original principal 
balance of $233,866.10, on 
the Decedent’s real property 
located at 85-35 58TH Avenue, 
Elmhurst, NY 11373. HON. 
PETER J. KELLY, Surrogate, 
James Lin Becker, Chief Clerk 
Dated, Attested and Sealed, 
December 10TH, 2019. Name 
of Attorney for Petitioner: Gross 
Polowy, LLC Tel. No. 716 204-
1700 Address of Attorney: 900 
Merchants Concourse, Suite 
201, Westbury, New York 11590 
Note: This citation is served 
upon you as required by law. 
You are not required to appear. 

If you fail to appear it will be 
assumed, you do not object to 
the relief requested. You have 
a right to have an attorney-
at-law appear for you. 67199.  
12/19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

Notice of formation of CREATE 
ACCOUNT LLC. Art. of Org. 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York SSNY on 
12/17/2019. Office: Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC to 14480 
Sanford Ave #4K Flushing NY 
11355. Purpose: e-commerce. 
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

TOP TITLE SERVICES, LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 10/21/19. Off. Loc .: 
Queens Co. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process 
may be served & shall mail 
proc.: c/o  Jason Gomez, 
219- 21 Jamaica Avenue, 
Queens Village, NY 11428. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
PRISTINE MAINTENANCE 
SVC LLC article of organization 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York SSNY on 
10/08/2019 of f ice located 
in Queens SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail copy 
of any process served against 
the LLC 61-11 64th Street, 
Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose any lawful purpose. 
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of Formation of THE 
PHOENIX WITHIN LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/01/19.  
Office location: Queens County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 
117-03 Sutter Avenue, South 
Ozone Park ,  NY 11420.  
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020

Notice of Formation of 47-27 
VERNON BLVD LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 12/11/19.  Office 
locat ion: Queens County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 
c/o Holm & O’Hara LLP, Attn: 
Michael L. Landsman, 3 West 
35th St., 9th Fl., NY, NY  10001.  
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020

Notice of Formation of Lowy & 
Donnath Technical Service LLC 
amended to Lowy & Donnath 
Technical Services LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/9/19. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, 10-37 49th Ave, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020

nation must act now to stop 
Juul and other e-cigarette 
companies from target-
ing our nation’s kids with 
f lavored, nicotine-loaded 
products that are addicting a 
new generation and threaten 
decades of progress in re-
ducing youth tobacco use.
     Gov. Cuomo plans to 
unveil the legislation on Jan. 
8 as part of his 2020 state of 
the state address. The leg-
islation would put into law 
the emergency regulations 
he announced in September 
but which have been held up 
in court. We look forward to 
working with Gov. Cuomo 
to pass this legislation and 
end the youth e-cigarette 
epidemic.
     The legislature should 
move quickly to enact this 
important proposal and 
expand it to include all 
flavored tobacco products, 
including f lavored cigars 
and menthol cigarettes. 
Over half of all youth smok-
ers use menthol cigarettes, 
and youth in communities 
of color use these prod-
ucts at even more alarming 
rates. These products have 
plagued these communities 
for decades. 

Tobacco-Free 
Kids Supports 

Gov. Cuomo’s ...
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Queens Farm Supports  
QC Food Pantry

   Nothing Says Holiday Like a 
Helping Hand: Queens County 
Farm Museum Executive Director 
Jennifer Walden Weprin (second 
from right) and Farm Store Assis-
tant Jessica Arroyo (center) present 
the museum’s inaugural donation of 
packaged, nonperishable food items 
to Queens College representatives 
in support of the school’s Knights 
Table Food Pantry, on Tuesday, De-
cember 17. Accepting the items dur-
ing a visit to the museum were (left 
to right) Knight’s Table Food Pantry 
Board Member Anthony Ogata, 
Vice President for Communications 

and Marketing and Senior Advisor 
to the President Jay Hershenson, 
and Executive Assistant to the VP 
for Communications and Marketing 
Shanequa Terry.
   Throughout the month of De-
cember, the farm is encouraging 
visitors, neighbors, and the public 
to drop off packaged, nonperish-
able foods to the farm store, which 
is open daily from 10 am to 5 pm. 
Queens College established its pan-
try in fall 2018 in an effort to sup-
port its population of food-insecure 
students and has served over 1,000 
students to date.

AM Miller and His Granddaughter Visit Santa

     Assemblyman Miller and his 
granddaughter Julia stopped by the 
Richmond Hill Block Association 
to visit Santa.  “Many thanks to the 
Richmond Hill Block Association 
for hosting a party with Santa,” 
said Assemblyman Miller.  The 
One Stop Center and the Richmond 
Hill Block Association gives the 
opportunity every year for children 
in the neighborhood to meet Santa 
and let him know what’s on their 
Christmas wish list. “I thank the 
One Stop Richmond Hill Center 
and the Richmond Hill Block 
Association for continuing this 
wonderful Christmas tradition,” 
added Assemblyman Miller.

Jan. 5, Twilight Concert, 4:30 pm. The Queens-based Con 
Brio Ensemble ─ Alexander Meshibovsky (violin), Osceola 
Davis (coloratura soprano, clarinetist), Gary Dranch (clarinet), 
and Diana Mittler-Battipaglia (piano) ─ performs Beethoven, 
Debussy, and other composers, including music by former 
Kew Gardens resident Franz Mittler. The Church-in-the-
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest Hills, http://bit.ly/2sxNVug.

The Queens-based Con Brio Ensemble 


