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DSNY will collect clean Christmas trees (and wreaths!) 
from Friday, January 6, 2023 through Saturday, January 
14, 2023 — weather permitting.

     Remember, Christmas trees and wreaths are collected 
separately from your trash and recycling. They are scouted 
at the curb to make efficient collection routes, so yours may 
not be picked up immediately.
     Before your Christmas trees and wreaths can be col-
lected, you MUST:
•    Remove ALL lights, ornaments, tinsel, and stands. Re-
move stands from trees and metal frames and wires from 
wreaths.
•    Make sure they are not wrapped in ANY plastic or placed 
inside a plastic bag.
•    Leave them at the curb between the designated dates 
(January 6 - 14).
     Trees and wreaths are chipped, mixed with leaves, and 
recycled into rich compost for NYC’s parks, institutions, 
and community gardens.
Artificial Trees
     Donate or sell used artificial trees in good condition at 
donateNYC.
     You can also take apart your tree to recycle the base and 
trunk (pole) with your metal, glass, plastic and cartons. 
Remove all lights, ornaments and tinsel before placing at 

Curbside Christmas Tree Collection 
Begins January 6, 2023

Christmas Tree Collection

Mayor Adams Delivers Public Safety 
Wins For New Yorkers in First Year

First Year in Office: Double-Digit Decreases in Shootings and Homicides in 2022; 
Major Crime Down in November for First Time in 16 Months; November Also Saw 
Reduction in Subway Crimes; Corrections Facilities See Fewer Slashings and 
Increased Recovery of Contraband in Jails; More New Yorkers Being Educated 
About Fire Safety; Pedestrian Traffic Fatalities Down. See story on page 2.

Addabbo is Looking Out For Shelter 
Pets as Governor Signs Two Bills he 

Supports Into Law
     As a way to better protect 
animals that are held in, or being 
transported by animal shelters, 
Governor Kathy Hochul signed 
State Senator Joseph P. Addabbo, 
Jr.’s bill (S.6870) into law.
     This legislation will provide 
comprehensive standards of care 
for municipal shelters, not-for-
prof it humane societies, and 
not-for-profit animal rescues. The 
NYS Department of Agriculture 
and Markets Division of Animal 
Industry will oversee implementa-
tion, maintenance and compliance 
with these comprehensive facility 
standards.
     “With the signing of this 
bill into law, we are looking to 
strengthen the standards of care at 
all shelters across the state, while 
also eliminating unenforceable 
laws to have a comprehensive set 
of laws that all shelters will have 
to adhere to,” Addabbo explained. 

“The animals in these shelters 
have already had a difficult life, 
and they deserve the highest care 
and conditions as they await to 
be adopted to their new homes. 
I want to thank the Hochul ad-
ministration for signing my bill 
and for protecting these animals.”

     Additionally, earlier this month 
Governor Hochul also signed a 
piece of legislation into law that 
would prohibit retail pet shops 
from selling dogs, cats and rabbits 
from what are known as puppy 

I AM PAC Attends  
Gov Hochul Inaugural 

Ceremony

Italian American PAC (I AM PAC) VP Robert Fonti is pictured 
with NYS Governor Kathy Hochul at her inaugural ceremony. 
I AM PAC was one of the first ethnic groups to endorse her 
candidacy for Governor of NYS. 
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona, 
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip. 
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the 
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to 
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your 
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.
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the curb.
     Otherwise, set it out as garbage 
on a regular collection day. Look 
up your collection schedule.
     Make Your Own Mulch
     Use evergreen boughs and 
branches from your Christmas 
tree as mulch to enrich the soil 

in your garden or street tree beds. 
Just cut off the smaller branches 
of your Christmas tree and re-
move the twigs from evergreen 
boughs. Lay three to four inches 
of these trimmings over the bare 
soil around street trees or in 
your garden. After removing the 
branches for mulch, you can take 
your tree to Mulchfest or leave it 

out for our collection.
     Mulchfest
     Remove all ornaments, lights, 
tinsel, and stands from natural 
trees and take them to Mulchfest 
for free chipping.
     For more information visit:
https://www1.nyc.gov/assets/dsny/
site/services/food-scraps-and-yard-
waste-page/christmas-trees

Curbside Christmas Tree Collection Begins January 6, 2023

Mayor Adams Delivers Public Safety Wins For 
New Yorkers in First Year

     New York City Mayor Eric 
Adams and senior leaders of the 
Adams administration’s public 
safety team today highlighted key 
public safety achievements made 
during Mayor Adams’ first year 
in office. While acknowledging 
that more work must be done to 
make all New Yorkers safe, Mayor 
Adams pointed to key indicators 
of progress, including double-
digit decreases in shootings and 
homicides; a recent downtick in 
major crimes, both on the streets 
and in the subways; an increase in 
weapons found in jails; increasing 
fire safety training; and a reduc-
tion in pedestrian deaths; among 
other items.
     “It’s been almost a year since I 
took office as mayor, and thanks 
to Deputy Mayor Banks, Police 
Commissioner Sewell, the mul-
titude of commissioners in our 
administration focused on public 
safety, and all their teams, we are 
making our city safer every day,” 
said Mayor Adams. “Murders and 
shootings are down by double dig-
its this year, and, more recently, 
major crimes are down both on 
the streets and in the subways. 
We’re also making great strides 
through all of our different public 
safety agencies. We knew these 
changes wouldn’t happen over-
night, but, every day, we continue 
to dam the many rivers that feed 
the sea of violence in our city with 
investments in both intervention 
and prevention. We’ll continue 
to engage New Yorkers at every 
level on the issue of public safety 
and make sure 2023 is even safer.”
     Gun Violence – During year 
one of the Adams administra-
tion, the New York City Police 
Department’s (NYPD) strategies 
to address gun violence have had 
made a significant impact:
•    6,985 guns have been seized 
citywide, and gun arrests citywide 
are at a 27-year high;
•    These seizures include 430 
ghost guns, which marks a 73-per-
cent increase compared with the 
same period in 2021 and is the 
highest number in city history; 
and
•    Year to date, shootings have 
declined by 17.5 percent, and 
shooting victims have decreased 
by 16.5 percent, which means 302 
fewer people have been victims 
of gun violence this year as com-
pared to last year and that lives 
have been saved, families kept 
intact, and neighborhoods made 
safer across all five boroughs.
Subway Safety – In February, 
Mayor Adams announced phase 
1 of his Subway Safety Plan to 
reduce crime in the subway sys-
tem. In addition to efforts address 
transit crime, the administration 

made comprehensive investments 
to provide shelter to more than 
3,000 New Yorkers experienc-
ing homelessness in New York 
City subways. In October, Mayor 
Adams and New York Governor 
Kathy Hochul announced a surge 
of 1,200 additional overtime 
NYPD shifts in New York City 
subways to increase patrols on 
platforms and trains each day. The 
NYPD alone has completed more 
than 1 million subway station 
inspections in 2022, resulting in 
real progress in the transit system, 
including:
•    A 12.8-percent reduction in 
transit crime during the month of 
November;
•    Over 27,200 people removed 
from the system for breaking 
transit rules; and
•    Over 8,600 arrests in the sub-
way system for breaking the law.
Neighborhood Safety Teams – 
The Neighborhood Safety Teams 
employ focused crime reduction 
strategies, precision policing, 
and enhanced supervision to ef-
fectively improve quality of life, 
increase trust, and reduce gun 
violence in New York City:
•    Assigned to 30 commands and 
four public safety areas, the teams 
made more than 2,000 arrests in 
2022 — including 494 gun arrests 
— and seized 414 guns.
Corrections – The New York City 
Department of Correction (DOC) 
has made significant progress 
addressing staff shortages and 
investing in its workforce, up-
grading jails infrastructure, and 
taking steps to reduce violence 
behind bars:
•    In January 2022, approximately 
2,600 uniform staff were out sick. 
As of the end of November, DOC 
was averaging under 800 daily 
sick absences — an approximately 
70-percent decrease.
•    DOC staff have recovered 
more than 5,000 weapons and over 
1,300 items of drug contraband 
year to date, resulting in safer 
jails. More weapons were recov-
ered during the first 10 months of 
2022 than in the yearly totals for 
each year between 2018 and 2021.
•    DOC also launched a new tablet 
program for people in custody, 
providing them with access to a 
variety of free programming and 
services, including educational 
services, digital law library ac-
cess, e-books, and the largest ex-
pansion of free phone accessibility 
in DOC history.
•    In Fiscal Year 2023 to date, 
DOC has seen a decrease in slash-
ings and stabbings by 5 percent 
department-wide and a 60-per-
cent reduction at the Robert N. 
Davoren Center, which houses 
young adults.
Fire Safety and Emergency Man-
agement – In 2022, the Fire De-

partment of the City of New York 
(FDNY) made a concentrated 
effort to educate New Yorkers 
about fire safety and enhance 
emergency preparedness:
•    FDNY trained more than 
258,500 New Yorkers in fire safe-
ty education — including nearly 
140,000 students — and held over 
2,000 fire safety presentations.
•    The city’s “Keeping Homes 
Fire Safe” campaign reached over 
60,000 New Yorkers with life-
saving fire safety information.
•    FDNY distributed or installed 
more than 13,000 smoke alarms 
and trained more than 25,600 
people in CPR training, includ-
ing more than 7,000 high school 
students.
•    New York City Emergency 
Management (NYCEM) signed 
up 1 million New Yorkers for 
emergency alerts from Notify 
NYC in 13 languages and doubled 
the number of grassroots emer-
gency networks that completed 
NYCEM’s Strengthening Com-
munity program.
     Traffic Safety – New York City 
is reducing traffic violence — 
bucking trends being experienced 
in the rest of the nation, which 
has seen pedestrian fatality rates 
reach a four-decade high:
•    In partnership with New York 
State, 24/7 speed camera opera-
tions began in August 2022 and 
are already having a dramatic 
effect — reducing speeding in 
camera zones by 25 percent.
•    In August, cameras recorded 
more than 755,000 speeding 
violations — a number that has 
continued to drop month af-
ter month, with approximately 
661,000 violations in September, 
586,000 in October, and 565,000 
in November.
•    New York City is on pace to 
end this year with fewer traffic 
fatalities, stopping the rise in traf-
fic fatalities that began in 2019. 
Pedestrian deaths are down 7.5 
percent this year, with the current 
total the third lowest in the city’s 
recorded history. Overall traffic 
fatalities are also down 7.6 percent 
from 2021.
     “We call it the ‘public safety 
ecosystem’ – all of the city’s pub-
lic safety agencies are working 
together as one toward our com-
mon goal of keeping New York 
City safe,” said Deputy Mayor 
for Public Safety Philip Banks 
III. “Each piece of that puzzle is 
critical to the health of the entire 
system. While there is certainly 
more work to be done, the results 
are clear that this strategy is work-
ing. Making sure the public feels 
safe and is safe remains our top 
priority, and we will continue to 
tackle public safety challenges 
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NYS Comptroller Dinapoli Statement on Governor Signing 
Legislation to Restore Contract Review Authority

     New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli issued the fol-
lowing statement today following 
the Governor signing legislation 
which statutorily restores the 
Office of the State Comptroller’s 
review of certain state contracts 
which had previously been re-
moved. The legislation (A.7925-
A/S.6809-A) was sponsored by 
State Sen. Elijah Reichlin-Melnick 
and Assemblyman Kenneth Ze-
browski.

     “My office’s independent 
contract review is an essential 
and important deterrent to waste, 
fraud and abuse in the state’s pro-
curement process. By reviewing 
contracts before they are awarded, 
my office protects taxpayers and 
state agencies by uncovering sig-
nificant fiscal and integrity issues 
and helps to ensure a level playing 
field for vendors. By signing this 
legislation Gov. Hochul has taken 
a tremendous step to bring more 

transparency and more account-
ability to state government. I ap-
plaud her decision.
     “I also want to thank State 
Sen. Reichlin-Melnick and As-
semblyman Zebrowski for their 
leadership on restoring oversight 
and transparency of state spend-
ing. I want to thank the good 
government groups and others 
who fought so hard to restore our 
oversight. This is a win for good 
government and taxpayers.”

Mayor Adams Delivers Public Safety Wins For 
New Yorkers in First Year

head-on in a comprehensive way 
to protect New Yorkers.”
     “The NYPD is confident about 
the future of our department, 
our city, and all the people we 
serve,” said NYPD Commissioner 
Keechant L. Sewell. “Our team is 
in place; we are forward-facing, 
innovative, and prepared for suc-
cess in 2023 and beyond. This 
is our opportunity to work even 
harder to rise, meet, and overcome 
every challenge — because the 
women and men of the NYPD 
will never stop fighting for New 
Yorkers.”
     “Fire safety education is criti-
cal to public safety in our city,” 
said FDNY Commissioner Laura 
Kavanagh. “Our members engage 
with every neighborhood, work-
ing with schools, community 
groups, religious leaders, elected 
officials, and our fellow city 
agencies to distribute and install 
smoke alarms and bring lifesaving 
information in multiple languages 
to New Yorkers. We are pleased 
to stand with Mayor Adams to 
spread the message of fire safety 
to all New Yorkers.”
     “We are proud of the work we 
have done so far in the first year 
of the Adams administration,” 
said DOC Commissioner Louis 
A. Molina. “We are working every 
day to rebuild our agency from 
decades of neglect and create 
a sustainable, safer, and more 
humane correctional system for 
everyone who works and lives 
here. We will continue to use a 
commonsense approach to imple-
ment best correctional practices to 
‘Get Stuff Done,’ and we thank 
Mayor Adams for his unwavering 
support and leadership.”
     “Throughout the year, the 
Sheriff’s Office led several new 
public safety initiatives to address 
community concerns and take 
significant action against a host of 
illegal activities,” said New York 
City Sheriff Anthony Miranda. 
“Working closely with our law 
enforcement partners, we are 
removing ghost cars and vehicles 

with illegal paper license plates 
from our streets, we are prevent-
ing ghost guns from spreading 
violence in our communities, and 
we are taking new enforcement 
actions to address illegal busi-
nesses that are creating a public 
safety and public health crisis by 
selling dangerous and unregulated 
products. We will continue to 
work tirelessly in the new year to 
build upon these efforts and more 
in order to fulfill the mayor’s vi-
sion for a safer city.”
     “Public safety and emergency 
preparedness go hand in hand 
when it comes to educating New 
Yorkers on how to prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from 
emergencies,” said NYCEM Com-
missioner Zach Iscol. “One of 
our core missions is to provide 
New Yorkers with information 
and resources for emergencies, 
no matter what the hazard. Un-
der the umbrella of Mayor Eric 
Adams’ administration, we have 
increased our outreach through 
programs such as Notify NYC 
and Strengthening Communities, 
which supports local volunteer 
networks because public safety 
cannot thrive without community 
support.”
     “Mayor Adams has said that 
traffic safety is public safety, 
and we have strong evidence this 
year that this administration’s 
Vision Zero priorities — in en-
forcement, education, and street 
redesign — made a difference and 
saved lives,” said New York City 
Department of Transportation 
Commissioner Ydanis Rodriguez.      
“While one fatality is one too 
many, we can be grateful that 
fatalities have declined overall 
and that we are defying national 
trends with the near-lowest levels 
of pedestrian fatalities in the city’s 
history. This is, at least in part, 
due to our success in securing 
24/7 speed camera operation — 
driving an incredible 25-percent 
decrease in speeding citywide 
since that critical new law took 
effect in August.”
     “Under Mayor Adams’ leader-
ship, we have strengthened city-

wide collaboration between the 
courts, prosecutors, indigent de-
fense providers, and our extensive 
network of external partners that 
provide vital services to all New 
Yorkers impacted by the criminal 
justice system,” said Mayor’s Of-
fice of Criminal Justice Director 
Deanna Logan. “This collabora-
tion resulted in the announce-
ments from the mayor today but 
also a significant number of indi-
viduals seeing their criminal cases 
resolved, such that we are ending 
this year with fewer cases than 
last year pending in the courts 
despite a 12-percent increase in 
new cases filed. We look forward 
to continuing this collaboration in 
2023 and working with our part-
ners on public safety solutions that 
result in healthier communities, 
enhanced fairness, and a safer city 
for all New Yorkers.”
     Mayor Adams today provided a 
preview of plans to announce ad-
ditional strategies for improving 
public safety in the weeks ahead, 
including in his upcoming State of 
the City address next year:
•    The NYPD will be expanding 
Neighborhood Safety Teams to 
additional neighborhoods, while 
some commands that have higher 
gun violence levels will receive 
additional teams to supplement 
their current deployment;
•    Holding citywide CompStat 
Community Forums that connect 
the NYPD with members of the 
communities they serve to review 
community-specific crime trends 
and quality of life concerns and 
collaboratively identify solutions 
to keep New York City communi-
ties safe;
•    Expanding Community Re-
sponse Teams to the borough 
level to address quality-of-life 
conditions, such as ghost cars 
and illegal paper plates, illegal 
street racing, ATV and dirt bike 
use on city streets, and towing 
operations against illegal cannabis 
vendors; and
•    Working with Albany to  
increase accountability for repeat 
dangerous drivers and make it 
easier to take them off the roads.

mills, and instead offer these ani-
mals up for adoption.
Addabbo suppor ted the bil l 
(S.1130) and was a co-sponsor on 
the legislation.
     “This bill — which is now 
law — will prevent retail pet 
shops across New York State 
from selling cats, dogs and rab-
bits from puppy mills,” Addabbo 
said. “Large-scale puppy mills 
often mistreat the animals they 
are responsible for and force them 
to live in deplorable conditions 
where they face cruelty and abuse. 
Instead of selling pets, retail shops 
can charge animal shelters or 
rescue organizations rent to use 
their retail space for the adoption 

of these pets.”
     While this legislation will take 
effect in 2024, Addabbo says that 
it is vital that they monitor how 
this law is implemented to ensure 
it done correctly.
     “We want to make sure that 
no animals are subject to the 
deplorable conditions of puppy 
mills that maximize their profits 
at the expense of the wellbeing of 
these animals,” Addabbo added. 
“But we also want to protect local 
credible pet shops and keep them 
in business. If these pet shops are 
doing the right thing and partner-
ing with rescues and not the puppy 
mills, they have nothing to worry 
about. We will monitor the situa-
tion once the law goes into effect 
in 2024.”

Addabbo is Looking Out For Shelter 
Pets as Governor Signs Two Bills he 

Supports Into Law

By Tom Suozzi

     Today is my last day as a 
member of Congress, and George 
Santos is about to be sworn in to 
take the seat I held for six years. 
He will take an oath to “bear true 
faith” to the Constitution and take 
this obligation without any “pur-
pose of evasion.” I’ve lost track of 
how many evasions and lies Mr. 
Santos has told about himself, his 
finances and his history and rela-
tionship with our stretch of Long 
Island and northeastern Queens. 
When he is seated, it will dimin-
ish our Congress, our country 
and my constituents — soon his 
constituents. It saddens me that 
after 30 years of public service 
rooted in hard work and service to 
the people of this area, I’m being 
succeeded by a con man.
     Yet I’m clinging to my sense 
of optimism. I believe that as slow 
and frustrating as it sometimes is, 
our democracy, our free press and 
the rule of law work. They have to.
     I also know the voters of the 
Third District pretty well; they 
believe in the rule of law, in 
playing by the rules. They like 
authenticity in their leaders and 
pride themselves on having a good 
BS detector. The fact is that Mr. 
Santos’s behavior went beyond 
BS: He fabricated the basics of 
his biography to an extent that 
most voters wouldn’t have thought 
possible. The shame would be too 
great, right? I am certain that if 
the Third District’s voters have 
an opportunity to weigh in on 
his political future again, he will 
be gone.
     But for now, there is no getting 
around the fact that Mr. Santos’s 
con game is a manifestation of a 
growing political phenomenon of 
saying or doing anything, with no 
automatic consequences. Whether 
it be far-right election deniers, 
personal attacks that call for vio-
lence against opponents, claims 
of false-f lag mass shootings, 
extremists spouting the first thing 
that comes to mind and even one 
politician saying he could “shoot 
somebody” on Fifth Avenue and 
still not lose supporters. If we 
are going to subdue the tyranny 
of unchecked liars and their lies, 
then Mr. Santos must be held ac-
countable: He must be removed 

by Congress or by prosecutors, 
because there is no indication that 
he will be moved by conscience to 
voluntarily resign.
     I do not say these things 
lightly. Expelling a member of 
Congress is no easy task, and the 
bar is rightly high. Our country’s 
democracy is based on free and 
fair elections, the wisdom of the 
voters and the peaceful transfer of 
power. Some of my constituents 
even now are saying that they 
don’t want their vote overridden 
and Mr. Santos ousted.
     But now we know that no one 
voted for the real George Santos. 
Sure, some candidates say and 
do anything to get into office 
and then abuse the public trust. 
In Mr. Santos, we have someone 
who abused the public trust even 
before he got into office; it’s 
mind-boggling to think what his 
actions and conversations will be 
like in Congress on behalf of his 
constituents.
     I know from my experience 
as a mayor of my hometown, as a 
county executive and as a mem-
ber of Congress that you cannot 
get things done without building 
trust with your colleagues. How 
can Mr. Santos be trusted? How 
could he be effective?
     Even before Mr. Santos’s lies 
were exposed in the media, he 
showed himself to be an avatar 
of this age of no-consequences 
impunity. He ran against me in 
2020: It was the middle of the 
Covid pandemic, he did not live 
in the district, and no one had 
heard of him. He had little in 
campaign funds, and during our 

A Con Man is Succeeding Me in 
Congress Today

Governor Kathy Hochul Signs the “Foreclosure Abuse 
Prevention Act” (FAPA)

     Governor Kathy Hochul 
signed into law a bill that ensures 
thousands of homeowners will 
have their rights protected in the 
foreclosure process throughout 
New York State. This law restores 
balance in the foreclosure process 
since the New York Court of Ap-
peals’ decision in Freedom Mtge. 

v. Engel in 2021. The new law 
will prevent manipulative foreclo-
sure practices disproportionately 
harmful to communities of color.
     The bill, known as the “Fore-
closure Abuse Prevention Act” 
(FAPA), was introduced by Sena-
tor James Sanders Jr. (D-Queens), 
Chair of the Senate Banks Com-

mittee, and Assemblymember He-
lene E. Weinstein (D-Brooklyn), 
Chair of the Assembly Ways and 
Means Committee. (S.5473-D/
SANDERS Same as A.7737-B/
Weinstein).
     The New York Court of Ap-
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Thursday, February 16

     On the heels of two wildly 
successful efforts to both attract 
new members and correct long-
standing demographic inequities 
across Queens’ 14 community 
boards, Borough President Dono-
van Richards Jr. is again accept-
ing applications from qualified 
and civic-minded individuals 
interested in serving on their local 
community board. 
     As with the Borough Presi-
dent’s prior two iterations, the 
2023 community board applica-
tion can be filled out online, en-
suring prospective applicants can 
complete the process quickly and 
easily, allowing for a more diverse 
applicant pool. The application 
requires neither notarization nor 
in-person delivery to the Queens 
Borough President’s Office.
     “Government is at its most 
effective and impactful when 
people who come from and un-
derstand the needs of the com-
munities it is sworn to serve are 
in positions of leadership. That’s 
what we’re actively working to 
create here in Queens with our 
14 community boards,” said Bor-
ough President RICHARDS. “I 
look forward to building on the 
progress we’ve made to diversify 
and strengthen our boards over 

QBP Richards Launches 2023 Queens Community Board 
Application Process
the last two years, and I strongly 
encourage anyone with an interest 
in public service to apply over the 
next six weeks.”
     The application is available 
online here and at www.queensbp.
org/communityboards, and the 
deadline to submit the form is 
Thursday, February 16. This 
deadline applies to both new ap-
plicants and existing community 
board members seeking an ad-
ditional term. For the upcoming 
round of appointments, the two-
year term of service will begin on 
Saturday, April 1, 2023. 
     Over the course of his ad-
ministration, Borough President 
Richards has worked diligently 
to grow interest in community 
board membership and address 
numerous demographic inequities 
around age, gender, background 
and more that have existed for 
years across Queens’ 14 commu-
nity boards.
     Combining the 2021 and 2022 
community board processes, the 
Queens Borough President’s Of-
fice received a whopping 1,825 
applications to serve on a com-
munity board, with both years 
shattering the pre-Richards sin-
gle-year record for applications. 
The larger and more diverse 
applicant pools led to community 
board classes that were younger, 
more female and had greater 

percentages of members who 
identified as Latinx/Hispanic, 
African American, immigrant, 
South Asian, East Asian/Pacific 
Islander and LGBTQIA+, among 
other characteristics. 
     There are 59 community boards 
citywide, including 14 in Queens, 
and each hold monthly full mem-
bership meetings. The boards 
play an important advisory role in 
considering land use and zoning 
matters in their respective dis-
tricts under the City’s Uniformed 
Land Use Review Procedure, 
in addition to holding hearings 
and issuing recommendations 
about the City budget, municipal 
service delivery and numerous 
other matters that impact their 
communities.
     All Queens community board 
members are appointed by the 
Queens Borough President, pur-
suant to the City Charter, with 
half of the appointments nomi-
nated by the City Councilmem-
bers representing their respective 
Community Districts. Each board 
has up to 50 unsalaried members, 
with each member serving a two-
year term.
All community board members 
who wish to continue serving on 
a board are required to reapply at 
the conclusion of their two-year 
term and are subject to review and 
reconsideration.

     New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli issued the 
following statement following 
the Governor signing legislation 
which statutorily restores the 
Office of the State Comptroller’s 
review of certain state contracts 
which had previously been re-
moved. The legislation (A.7925-
A/S.6809-A) was sponsored by 
State Sen. Elijah Reichlin-Melnick 
and Assemblyman Kenneth Ze-
browski.

New York State Comptroller DiNapoli Statement on Governor 
Signing Legislation to Restore Contract Review Authority

     “My office’s independent 
contract review is an essential 
and important deterrent to waste, 
fraud and abuse in the state’s pro-
curement process. By reviewing 
contracts before they are awarded, 
my office protects taxpayers and 
state agencies by uncovering sig-
nificant fiscal and integrity issues 
and helps to ensure a level play-
ing field for vendors. By signing 
this legislation Gov. Hochul has 
taken a tremendous step to bring 

more transparency and more ac-
countability to state government. 
I applaud her decision.
     “I also want to thank State 
Sen. Reichlin-Melnick and As-
semblyman Zebrowski for their 
leadership on restoring oversight 
and transparency of state spend-
ing. I want to thank the good 
government groups and others 
who fought so hard to restore our 
oversight. This is a win for good 
government and taxpayers.”

Project will Add Two Elevators 
and Other Accessibility En-
hancements

Line Service to be Suspended 
Between 34 St-Hudson Yards and 
Queensboro Plaza for Six Week-
ends This Winter and Spring; Free 
Shuttle Buses Provided
First Weekend with   Line Service 
Outage Is Saturday, Feb. 4, from 
12:15 a.m. through 5 a.m. Monday, 
Feb. 6 

     The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (MTA) has 
announced that it will begin con-
struction to install two elevators 
to make the Queensboro Plaza 
a fully accessible station. This 
includes an elevator at the south-
ern entrance of the station and an 
elevator between the mezzanine 
and the two platforms. The station 
is a busy transfer point in Queens 
that served nearly 70,000 riders on 
average every weekday in Novem-
ber 2022 – this estimate includes 
both customers who swiped in at 
this station and those who were 

transferring between the   and    . 
The work will be completed in 
phases and will require weekends 
of service changes beginning with 
service outages on   line at 12:15 
a.m. Saturday, Feb. 4 and later, in 
May, on the   line. 
     Queensboro Plaza is a station 
with high ridership and in the 
center of a rapidly growing neigh-
borhood, rendering it a complex 
construction project, involving 
work to be done over the busy, 
11–lane wide approach to the Ed 
Koch Queensboro Bridge, two of 
which are bike lanes. This project 
is also in coordination with the 
construction of a redundant ac-
cessible entrance on the north side 
of the station under a Zoning for 
Accessibility (ZFA) project. 
     “The improvements coming 
to Queensboro Plaza will greatly 
benefit tens of thousands of rid-
ers,” said NYC Transit President 
Richard Davey. “Accessibility is 
such an integral part of mass tran-
sit, especially for a city like New 
York where mass transit is es-
sential for many. When complete, 

the project will provide critical 
accessibility upgrades, security 
updates, and customer experi-
ence improvements throughout 
the station.” 
     “Building in dense urban en-
vironments, with infrastructure 
that dates back more than 100 
years, is complex and challeng-
ing,” said MTA Construction and 
Development President Jamie 
Torres-Springer. “But making our 
system accessible is essential and 
so we are finding creative ways to 
meet that challenge. Queensboro 
Plaza is a perfect example, taking 
advantage of private investment 
to maximize the benefit for rid-
ers while minimizing cost to the 
MTA.” 
     “So many of our customers will 
benefit from the new elevators, 
which will provide an accessible 
entrance to the station, as well 
as an accessible transfer at this 
crucial Queens connection,” said 
MTA Chief Accessibility Of-
ficer Quemuel Arroyo. “Riders 

MTA to Begin Construction on Accessibility Project at 
Queensboro Plaza; Six Weekends of 7 Line Closure

few joint campaign appearances, 
all virtual, he came across as 
a phony. I ignored him, hardly 
mentioned his name and beat him 
by 12 points.
     On election night 2020, 
Mr. Santos jumped on Donald 
Trump’s discredited “stop the 
steal” bandwagon. We knew on 
Election Day we had won and 
won big, but he used the Trump 
movement to raise funds online 
and attended the orientation for 
new members before the race 
was called. I was sworn in on 
Jan. 3, 2021, without much ado. 
Then we learned he attended the 
Jan. 6 Trump rally at the Ellipse. 
He went on to boast that he had 
written “a nice check for a law 
firm” to help defendants who had 
stormed the Capitol. (He probably 
didn’t even do that.) His behavior 
should have alerted us all, but he 
wasn’t taken seriously, and unfor-
tunately, as Robert Zimmerman, 
his Democratic opponent in the 
2022 election, has said, the press 
didn’t really grasp the level of his 
deceit. His actions and comments 
around Jan. 6 didn’t have the con-
sequences they should have.
     We now know more about his 
phony biographical information. 
We are appalled by his insensitive 
and fallacious pandering to the 
Jewish community. His apology 
tour has been cringeworthy and 
continues to raise more disturb-
ing questions. We will learn more 
about his newfound wealth and 
questionable financial disclosures 
and campaign financing as the 
press, law enforcement and, ide-
ally, the House Ethics Commit-
tee dig in. But we already know 
enough.
     Could he be enjoying all the 
attention? This inexperienced 
newcomer who fabricated much of 
his life story is now better known 
than most members of Congress, 
including me. He’s becoming as 
well known as others who abused 
trust, like Sam Bankman-Fried 
and Bernie Madoff. Not unlike 

them, he appears to have conduct-
ed his finances in highly unusual, 
if not unlawful, ways. But I have 
to wonder, having seen his delight 
for attention and his self-regard, 
if he loves that everyone now 
knows his name — even though 
it’s because of yet another big lie.
     The people of my district are 
holding rallies, signing petitions 
and calling on the Republican 
leadership to act. The district is 
a model for moderation, seen by 
most political observers as a 50-50 
district with constituents who em-
brace a get-it-done attitude. They 
dislike partisanship and value tell-
it-like-it-is leadership. They are 
now being saddled with a slippery, 
inexperienced liar who tells it like 
it isn’t. They’ve been reaching 
out every day to ask, “How could 
this have happened?” and “What 
can we do?” We are counting on 
the press to keep digging in, law 
enforcement to keep investigating 
and the political pressure to keep 
building on the House.
     But again, I believe we will 
get this right. So many panicked 
people came to me during Mr. 
Trump’s presidency, fearful that 
his tactics would win a second 
term — and one with a mandate, 
no less. He lost. I was one of the 
last people in the chamber as the 
Jan. 6 riot intensified, and people 
legitimately worried that the in-
surrectionists would succeed. We 
certified the election that night, 
and more than 960 people have 
been charged. The election de-
niers were decisively turned back.
     One of my favorite lines from 
the 2011 f ilm “The Best Ex-
otic Marigold Hotel” has always 
stayed with me: “Everything will 
be all right in the end. So if it is not 
all right, then it is not yet the end.” 
That’s how I feel about America 
right now. It’s not a naïve idea; 
it’s what keeps us sane and able 
to keep moving forward in the age 
of Mr. Santos and Mr. Trump. The 
system works — if not right away, 
then ultimately. It has worked 
throughout our history, and it will 
work now.

A Con Man is Succeeding Me in 
Congress Today

St Fidelis Church Street Outreach

     St. Fidelis RC Church Street 
Outreach Team will be dis-
tributing Free Food, Clothing, 
Toiletries, referrals and other 
assistance to our neighborhood 
in need in College Point. All 
are welcome the First Sunday 

of EVERY month at 10:00 a.m. 
– 12 Noon. The next Outreach 
is Saturday January 7, 2023 at 
the corner of 14th Avenue and 
College Point Boulevard directly 
across from the Poppenhusen 
Library.
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LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Your creative talent will prove 
to be lucrative if put to proper 
use. You may be emotional and 
quick to judge others. Your lucky        
numbers are: 3,6,8 

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Your personal secrets may be re-
vealed if you let coworkers in on 
your family dilemmas. Your self-
confidence will attract members 
of the opposite sex. Your lucky 
numbers are: 3,5,9
 
SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Spend some time with people 
who can shed some light on your       
personal situation. You may inter-
est some of them in a service you 
have to offer. Your lucky numbers 
are: 7,3,2 

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22  - Jan. 20)
You’ll get to your destination just 
as quickly, so don’t hurry or tail-
gate. Someone around you may 
not be trustworthy. Your lucky         
numbers are: 3,5,9

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Don’t do something silly just to 
get back at your mate. Take a 
look at investment opportunities. 
Someone close needs money. Your 
lucky numbers are: 5,7,8 

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Don’t be afraid to make a move 
if you aren’t happy with your 
emotional situation.  Your lucky 
numbers are: 2,8,5

TRY AND FIND

Choir
Communion
Cross
Deacon
Devout

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

ACROSS
1. Pub game
6. Decorated, as a cake
10. Anagram of “Care”
14. Cut short
15. No
16. Lower jaw part
17. Pizazz
18. A set of garments
19. Penny
20. Self-control
22. Lack of difficulty
23. Unit of power
24. Light evening meal
26. Type of fruit
30. Compete
31. Explosive
32. Devastation
33. Hearing organs
35. Old Persian coin
39. Blink of an eye
41. Thriftiness
43. Poplar variety
44. Engrave
46. Hats
47. Uncooked
49. Estimated time of arrival
50. Once, long ago
51. Agree out of court
54. Edges
56. Type of black bird
57. Shriveling up
63. African sheep
64. Been in bed
65. Eagle’s home
66. Forsaken
67. Tall woody plant
68. Wall coating
69. Celtic language
70. A group of cattle
71. S S S

DOWN
1. Wacky
2. Capable
3. Wander
4. Voyage
5. Scatter
6. Impossible to satisfy
7. Sideboard
8. Majestic
9. Hate
10. Approval
11. Inexpensive
12. Washer cycle
13. Reply to a knock
21. Talking bird of poetry
25. Cancel
26. Murres
27. Pistols
28. A speech defect
29. Tangle together
34. Divided
36. Big laugh
37. Little devils
38. Vesicle
40. Nitpicky to a fault
42. Winner
45. Breed of dog
48. Fortune
51. Weighing machine
52. Mistake
53. Guided visits
55. Contour
58. Empty weight
59. Affirmative votes
60. Colored part of the eye
61. Three times three
62. Obtains

Divine
Faith
Godly
Holy
Hymnals

Kneel
Lesson
Minister
Nursery
Organ

Pastor
Priest
Religious
Pew
Prayer

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You could lose money or precious 
belongings if you aren’t careful. 
Try not to upset others with your 
plans. Your lucky numbers are: 
5,9,7 

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Your ability to deal with humani-
tarian groups will enhance your 
reputation. You may want to talk to 
your boss about your future goals. 
Your lucky numbers are: 3,6,9 

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Lay your cards on the table re-
garding your personal direction. 
Sooner or later your partner will 
have had enough, so stop being 
critical. Your lucky numbers are: 
6,8,3 

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
You will find yourself tied to the 
phone all week it seems. Resist 
any idle chatter or gossip, it could 
be harmful. Your lucky numbers 
are: 4,6,2 

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Investments will not be as they ap-
pear this week. You will be ready 
to jump on anyone who gets in the 
way of your progress this week. 
Your lucky numbers are: 2,5,8 

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Pleasure trips will induce exciting 
and passionate encounters. Don’t 
lend to people who have given 
you negative vibes. Your lucky         
numbers are: 4,7,1 

•    11% of people are left handed
•    August has the highest percent-
age of births
•    unless food is mixed with saliva 
you can’t taste it
•    the average person falls asleep 
in 7 minutes
•    a bear has 42 teeth
•    an ostrich’s eye is bigger than 
its brain
•    lemons contain more sugar than 
strawberries
•    8% of people have an extra rib
•    85% of plant life is found in 
the ocean
•    Ralph Lauren’s original name 
was Ralph Lifshitz
•    rabbits like licorice
•    the Hawaiian alphabet has 13 
letters
•    ’Topolino’ is the name for 
Mickey Mouse Italy
•    a lobsters blood is colorless 
but when exposed to oxygen it 
turns blue
•    armadillos have 4 babies at a 
time and are all the same sex
•    reindeer like bananas
•    the longest recorded flight of a 
chicken was 13 seconds
•    birds need gravity to swallow
•    Did you knowthe most com-
monly used letter in the alphabet 
is E
•    Did you knowthe 3 most com-
mon languages in the world are 
Mandarin Chinese, Spanish and 
English
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Reflecting on 2022
Dear Neighbor,

     As we ring in 2023, I look for-
ward to another great year serving 
my constituents. I cannot help but 
reflect on some of the accomplish-
ments of 2022. The year was filled 
with challenges and triumphs, and 
I could not be prouder to serve as 
your Councilwoman. 
     My office was able to secure 
millions in discretionary and 
capital funding for the district. I 
take great pride in my schools and 
was fortunate enough to form rela-
tionships with administrators and 
parents. From funding the Biome 
at Bayside High School, to tech-
nology grants, security cameras, 
and after school programs, the 
list goes on. I have secured capital 
funding for parks projects, includ-
ing renovating Flushing Fields and 
getting Bowne Park back on track 
for completion in Spring of 2023. 
These are just a few examples of 
the improvements throughout the 
district. 
     I sponsored and introduced 
legislation to help improve the 
quality of life for the community. 

I am proud to have sponsored 
legislation that has been enacted 
such as catalytic converter etch-
ing programs and establishing 
a program to provide financial 
assistance for the installation of 
backwater valves. I have intro-
duced an anti-mandate legislative 
package and a resolution that 
would offer vocational training to 
all public high school students. I 
am committed to common sense 
solutions for students, workers, 
and families in this district. My 
office has resolved over a thousand 
constituent cases, hosted town hall 
events, and launched a veteran 
resource center. 
     I look forward to 2023 and 
building upon the relationships 
that I have already established. 
From civic groups, park volun-
teers, city agencies, commission-
ers, school personnel, and backing 
the NYPD to fight crime and 
improve public safety. I am filled 
with hope and gratitude for the 
support of my constituents, and 
will continue to fight for you each 
and every day. 
     Happy New Yeys,

     The New York Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office of Special Investiga-
tion (OSI) has opened an investiga-
tion into the death of Quayshawn 
Samuel, who died on December 

29, 2022, following an encounter 
with members of the New York 
City Police Department (NYPD).
     On the evening of December 29, 
as NYPD officers were approach-
ing an apartment building on 
Beach Channel Drive in Far Rock-
away, three individuals, including 
Mr. Samuel, fled the building. Two 
officers pursued Mr. Samuel on 
foot, and one of the officers fired 
his weapon during the ensuing 
encounter. Mr. Samuel was taken 
to a local hospital, where he was 
later pronounced dead. NYPD 
recovered a gun at the scene.
     Pursuant to New York State 

Executive Law Section 70-b, OSI 
assesses every incident reported to 
it where a police officer or a peace 
officer, including a corrections of-
ficer, may have caused the death of 
a person, by an act or omission. Un-
der the law, the officer may be on-
duty or off-duty, and the decedent 
may be armed or unarmed. Also, 
the decedent may or may not be in 
custody or incarcerated. If OSI’s 
assessment indicates an officer 
caused the death, OSI proceeds to 
conduct a full investigation of the 
incident.
     These are preliminary facts and 
subject to change.

Attorney General’s Office of Special Investigation Opens 
Investigation into Civilian Death in Queens
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Liu, Cruz, Advocates Hail Signing of Bill to Prohibit  
Discrimination Based on Citizenship or Immigration Status
     NYS Senator John Liu, NYS 
Assemblymember Catalina Cruz 
and advocates applaud Governor 
Kathy Hochul’s signing of the 
bill(S6586A/A6328A) to prohibit 
discrimination based on citizen-
ship or immigration status. This 
bill, signed on December 23rd,  
amends the human rights law to 
make explicit that discrimination 
on the basis of citizenship and 
immigration status is unlawful in 
New York State. 
     The State of New York and 
its citizens have long held the 
belief that there are no tolerable 
forms of discrimination within 
our state and communities. The 
NYS Division of Human Rights 
currently investigates cases in 
which individuals have been 
potentially discriminated against 
due to their national origin. This 
proposal however would expand 
these protections, and make clear 
to employers, housing providers, 
places of public accommodation, 
and other relevant entities that 
discrimination because of citizen-
ship and immigration status is also 
unlawful in New
York State.
     Senator Liu said, “We appreci-
ate Governor Hochul for signing 
this legislation in recognition that 
our state is made greater by the 
vast contributions of talented and 
aspiring people from everywhere 
in the world who adopt New York 
as their new home. Unfortunately, 
even as they pursue the American 
Dream, they are stymied by ob-

solete federal laws and byzantine 
bureaucracies that prolong their 
path to citizenship and subject 
them to bias and discrimination. 
This bill will help provide equal 
opportunity in employment, hous-
ing, and other needs that all New 
Yorkers should have access to.”
     Assembly Member Cruz said, 
“Our Great State has served as a 
beacon of hope for immigrants 
from around the world since its 
creation. The passing and sign-
ing of this bill reflects our most 
important values and principles 
and sends a clear message- there 
is no room for discrimination of 
any kind in New York. Sadly, we 
have seen a dramatic uptick in hate 
crimes and attacks on immigrants 
statewide, and our communities 

deserve this protected status. I 
want to thank the Governor for 
signing this bill into law and the 
advocates for their hard work and 
support on these critical issues.” 
     “All New Yorkers should be 
treated with dignity, respect, and 
fairness, regardless of their citi-
zenship and immigration status,” 
said Wayne Ho, President and 
CEO of the Chinese-American 
Planning Council. “We thank 
Governor Hochul for signing 
this bill into law to protect New 
Yorkers of all backgrounds from 
discrimination, and we are grate-
ful for State Senator Liu and As-
sembly Member Catalina Cruz for 
their leadership. We look forward 

$250,000 in State Funding to 
Fund Technology Equipment for 
P.S. 154’s Computer Lab

     Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D, WF-Queens) is announcing 
that she has allocated $250,000 for 
the upgrading of P.S. 154’s com-
puter lab and classroom. The state 
funding will be used to purchase 
36 desktop computers, 2 color 
printers, 1 Promethean board, and 
1 document camera.

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic Announces 
Funding For Fresh Meadows School   

     “Having updated technology is 
crucial for engagement and learn-
ing across the board,” said Assem-
blywoman Rozic. “I understand 
the importance of prioritizing 
funding for our youngest scholars. 
Every student deserves to have the 
technology and resources neces-
sary in order to learn and grow.”
     The new equipment will pro-
vide support for the digital arts 
program, where 5th grade stu-
dents engage with graphic design. 
It will also support the “Math 
Problem-Solving Lab”, where stu-
dents will be able to visualize their 
thinking while problem-solving.
     “Our mathematicians at P.S. 
154 are grateful to Assembly-
woman Rozic for her generous 
donation,” said Principal Pamela 
Gathers. “This technology gives 
our students access to engaging 
high-interest learning opportuni-
ties.”
     Earlier this year, Rozic also 
announced $375,000 in funding 
for upgrades to Townsend Harris 
High School’s student publication 
center and music tech space as 
well as $120,000 for technology 
upgrades at P.S. 120 in Flushing.

Getting Guns Off Our Streets
     The Queens District Attorneys 
Office has hosted gun buyback 
events that collected 400 firearms 
and launched investigations that 
resulted in the take down of more 
than 600 high-capacity magazines, 
two dozen lethal firearm acces-
sories, and 92,000 rounds of am-
munition. 
     QDA Melinda Katz said “Among 
the thousands of gun prosecutions 
we undertook this year was the 
arrest and indictment of five mem-
bers of a gun trafficking ring. The 
case resulted in the seizure of 180 
illegal firearms, 136 high-capacity 
magazines and hundreds of rounds 
of ammunition, some of which can 
be seen in the photo below. 

Protecting Our Homeowners 
And Workforce

     The Queens District At-
torneys Office has charged a 
contractor with allegedly taking 
thousands of dollars in kickbacks 
from employees working on a 
School Construction Authority 

project in Ridgewood and ob-
tained guilty pleas from three 
defendants in a home foreclosure 
scam, resulting in restitution 
of more than $400,000 to the 
victim.

It’s Bargain Hunting Time in Queens!
Second-hand. Pre-owned. Would 
you believe already-loved?

     Thrifting has been popular 
for years, but it’s the rage these 
days. Savvy shoppers demonstrate 
their Marco Polo skills, buy great 
products at low prices, donate 
articles they no longer want, and 
support worthy charities via this 
activity — although some might 
call it a “sport.”
     Of course, Queens has some 
of the best thrift shops in the en-
tire world. Sprinkled all over the 
borough, they peddle and accept 
everything from clothes to sofas 
to vinyl records. Some local gems 
follow.
     Western Queens
     Bufalo Exchange (29-16 Dit-
mars Blvd.) More brands than 
other places. Better for the young-
er crowd.

Goodwill LIC (47-47 Van Dam 
St.) Huge selection with dozens 
of bins.
     Habitat for Humanity Restore 
(62-01 Northern Blvd.) Great 

furniture, appliances, office sup-
plies, etc.
Hour Children (36-11 12th St.) 
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

It’s In Queens!  
(Jan. 6 to Jan. 12)

Read Our Paper Online Visit our website:  
www.queenstimes.com 

Follow the Links To Times Online 
ALSO Like us on facebook

www.facebook.com/queenstimes

     The year gets off to a great start 
with opera, foreign film, live music, 
mulch, geology, fermentation, and 
recipes. Obviously, 2023 is going to 
be a fantastic year in Queens!
•    Jan. 6, Benediction, 6:30 pm. 
British director Terrence Davies’s 
unorthodox drama tells the story of 
pacifist poet Siegfried Sassoon, who 
was forever changed by his World 
War I experiences. Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District.
•    Jan. 6, FDR Drive, 8 pm. This 
party band covers hits from the 
1960s to present: Top 40, Hip Hop, 
wedding standards, R&B, Motown, 
Rock, Disco, and Freestyle. Resorts 
World New York City, 110-00 
Rockaway Blvd., South Jamaica.
•    Jan. 6, Mulchfest, 11 am. Vol-
unteer with NYC Parks to care 
for local street trees. Learn how to 
aerate, cultivate, mulch, and identify 
street trees. Meet at 51st Avenue and 
Center Boulevard, Long Island City.
•    Jan. 7, Year of the Rabbit Winter 
Walk, Jan. 21. Celebrate the Lunar 
New Year with family-friendly 
community art and a guided walk. 
The weekly activity starts at 11 
am on Jan. 7, 14, and 21. Queens 
Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing.
•    Jan. 7, Sondheim: The Early 
Years, 2 pm. Plaza Theatrical Pro-
ductions presents this show about 
famous lyricist Stephen Sondheim. 
Forest Hills Library, 108-19 71st 
Ave.
•    Jan. 7, Fermenting Vegetables 
Workshop, 10 am. Contraband 
Ferments CEO and Chief Fermen-
tationist Cheryl Paswater is also 
an educator, artist, and writer. She 
leads this Zoom workshop about 
fermenting vegetables. Participants 
also get copies of the recipes and 
a foundation in safe-preserving 
practices.
•    Jan. 7, N-Y-C Geo-Lo-Gy, 
noon. This nature walk through 
Alley Pond Park makes stops at 
geological highlights that relay the 
past billion years of pre-human 
settlement. Learn how NYC went 
from a submerged sea to a volcanic 
region ruled by dinosaurs to an icy 
home to wooly mammoths. Alley 
Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 
76th Ave., Oakland Gardens.
•    Jan. 7, Open Studios for Teens 
+ Adults with Disabilities, Jan. 8. 
On the first weekend of the month, 
teens and adults with disabilities 
enjoy art-making and gallery explo-
ration with trained museum educa-
tors and teaching artists. Activities 
start at 2 pm on both days. Queens 
Museum, NYC Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.
•    Jan. 7, Pulse, 8 pm. Party with 
a party band. Resorts World New 
York City, 110-00 Rockaway Blvd., 
South Jamaica.
•    Jan. 7, Mulchfest, 11 am. Vol-
unteer with NYC Parks to care 
for local street trees. Learn how to 
aerate, cultivate, mulch, and identify 
street trees. Meet at Woodhaven 
Boulevard and Forest Park Drive, 
Forest Park. 
•    Jan. 8, A Walk In Winter, 1 pm. 

Jocelyn Perez from Herbalists With-
out Borders leads an expedition 
through a forest while identifying 
plants and their medicinal uses, 
edibility, and folklore. Alley Pond 
Environmental Center, 224-65 76th 
Ave., Oakland Gardens.
•    Jan. 10, Jacob’s Gift, 7:30 pm. 
Richmond Hill historian Carl Bal-
lenas, who taught at the Immaculate 
Conception School in Jamaica Es-
tates for decades, discusses his book 
on Jacob Riis and the Christmas 
carol tradition. Bayside Historical 
Society, 208 Totten Ave.
•    Jan. 11, Monthly Jazz Jam, 7 pm. 
On the second Wednesday of the 
month, musicians hone skills and 
jam with peers and the house band. 
Don’t play? Don’t worry. Listen and 
groove! Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
•    Jan. 12, Off The Wall Affordable 
Art Fair, Jan. 15. Check out -- and 
maybe even purchase -- artwork in 
an indoor gallery while getting to 
know the local creative community. 
Culture Lab LIC, 5-25 46th Ave., 
Long Island City.
•    Jan. 12, The Girls in Queens, 
6 pm. Christine Kandic Torres 
discusses her coming-of-age novel 

on two Latina women in Queens 
as part of Queens Public Library’s 
Literary Thursday program. 
•    Jan. 12, Thursday Night Jazz, 8 
pm. Milena Casado is a composer 
who plays flugelhorn and trumpet. 
The Spaniard is currently compos-
ing music to share in different set-
tings, which include trio, quartet, 
sextet, and nonet. Jamaica Center 
for Arts & Learning, 161-04 Ja-
maica Ave.
•    Jan. 12, Queens Memory Cook-
book: Ridgewood, 3 pm. This 
online conversation looks at how 
memories are simmered, baked, and 
pickled into favorite foods. Meet 
Ridgewood residents, learn more 
about traditions and recipes, and 
share stories during this monthly 
event.
•    Jan. 12, La Suspendida: A Jazz 
Metal Opera, Jan. 14. This opera 
tells the chilling story of a doctor 
whose obsession with a beautiful 
young patient was so great that he 
kept her cadaver as his lover after 
her untimely death. Adding to the 
general gruesomeness, it’s told 
from the perspective of the woman. 
Culture Lab LIC, 5-25 46th Ave., 
Long Island City.

Culture Lab Art Show

NYSCI Disabilities

APEC Sea Walk
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to continuing to work with com-
munity partners and elected of-
ficials to make our city a safe and 
welcoming place for everyone.” 
     “This legislation will help 
ensure that our hard working 
immigrant community members 
are safe from discrimination 
regardless of their immigration 
status and can continue pro-
viding for their families and 
contributing to the strength and 
vitality of New York State,” said 
Thomas Yu, executive director 
of Asian Americans for Equality 
(AAFE). “We thank Senator Liu 
and Assemblymember Cruz for 
their leadership on this important 
issue, and Governor Hochul for 

her commitment to protecting the 
rights of all New Yorkers,
     Diana Park, Immigration Jus-
tice Organizer at the MinKwon 
Center for Community Action, 
said, “This is an important victory 
for our community to be seen and 
heard and in the fight for a path-
way to citizenship.1 in 7 Asian 
American immigrants in New 
York State are undocumented. 
As a DACA recipient, I have this 
platform to speak and be heard 
but for too long, undocumented 
community members have lived 
in their shadows. Living in fear, 
living in isolation, let this bill 
thrust light upon them! Thank you 
to NYS Senator John Liu, NYS 
Assemblymember Catalina Cruz 
and advocates for their dedica-

tion to the passage of this law 
that would make it unlawful in 
the state of New York to discrimi-
nate on the basis of citizenship or 
immigration status in housing, 
employment, credit, and places of 
public accommodation.” 
     Diana Moreno, Deputy Di-
rector of New Immigrant Com-
munity Empowerment (NICE), 
said, “This is a foundational 
step towards guaranteeing our 
members can live and work with 
dignity as we continue to pursue 
federal changes to our broken 
immigration system. We com-
mend Governor Hochul and the 
leadership of Assembly member 
Cruz and Senator Liu for ensuring 
immigrants in New York State are 
protected from discrimination.”

Liu, Cruz, Advocates Hail Signing of Bill to Prohibit  
Discrimination Based on Citizenship or Immigration Status

It’s Bargain Hunting Time in Queens!
(Continued from page 7)

Well curated. Great furniture.
     Steinway Thrift (32-36 Stein-
way) Fantastic for dishware and 
glassware. Lots of books. Great 
employees.
     Ditmars Thrift (31-20 Ditmars 
Blvd.) Wonderful books and vinyl 
records.
     Sunnyside Thrift (45-12 Green-
point Ave.) Very nice employees, 
dressing room, great selection.
     Central Queens
     Bagriculture (71-63 Austin St., 
Forest Hills) Luxury handbags 
at discount. New and used from 
Hermes, Chanel, Louis Vuitton, 
etc.
     Cambumbo (106-12 Northern 
Blvd., Corona) In Caribbean Span-
ish, “cambumbo” means “bin.”
     Celene’s (568 Grandview Ave., 
Ridgewood) Small, but full of bar-

gains. Glassware, jewelry, clothes. 
Helpful staff.
     Elizabeth (76-16 Jamaica 
Ave., Woodhaven) Main focus is 
clothes.
     Gotham (61-01 Myrtle Ave., 
Ridgewood) Clothing, jewelry, 
furniture, bric-a-brac. Quick 
turnover.
     Salvation Army Woodside 
(39-11 61st St.) Big and busy. 
Huge selection. Diverse products. 
Constant surprises.
     Sheps Army & Navy (105-25 
Liberty Ave., South Richmond 
Hill) Neat, orderly, dedicated 
owner.
     The Gold Standard (70-54 Aus-
tin St., Forest Hills) Refurbished 
jewelry.
     Flushing/Bayside
     Bayside Thrift (144-02 North-
ern Blvd.) Wide variety with many 
items under $5.

     Milan Station (131-12 40th Rd.) 
Famous for handbags.
     The Bargain Boutique (The 
Church on the Hill, 167-07 35th 
Ave.). The income earned goes to 
a wide array of charitable organi-
zations and ministries involved 
in relief from natural disasters, 
camp scholarships, neighborhood 
programs, and other efforts.
     Jamaica
     D’thrifty&lifestyle (87-36 Par-
sons Blvd.) Sneakers, sneakers, 
sneakers.
     MyUnique (92-18 Guy R. 
Brewer Blvd.) Large, diverse se-
lection includes wedding dresses.
     Sophia (104-08 Jamaica Ave.)
     Rockaway
     Bargain Village (10-32 Beach 
19th St.). Consignment.
     The Rockaway Cottage (91-05 
Rockaway Beach Blvd.) Vintage 
finds with hidden treasures.

DEC Announces Adoption of Advanced Clean Cars II Rule 
For New Passenger Cars And Light-Duty Truck Sales

All New Cars, Pickup Trucks, 
and SUVs Sold In New York To 
Be Zero-Emission by 2035
Requirements are Crucial to 
Help Implement Newly Final-
ized Climate Act Scoping Plan, 
Further Electrify Transportation 
Sector, and Improve Health of 
Communities

     New York State Department 
of Environmental Conversation 
(DEC) Commissioner Basil Seg-
gos announced today the adoption 
of new requirements to reduce 
climate-altering greenhouse gas 
emissions and air pollution from 
the transportation sector. The 
Advanced Clean Car II regulations 
will require all new passenger cars 
and trucks sold in New York State 
to be zero-emissions by 2035. This 
step will accelerate zero-emission 
car sales, resulting in improved air 
quality statewide, particularly in 
communities disproportionately 
impacted by transportation-related 
pollution. 
     “Adopting Advanced Clean Cars 
II is a game-changing step for New 
York that will forever improve the 
health of our disadvantaged com-
munities, and help bring about 
changes in zero-emission vehicle 
use here in the Empire State and 
across the country,” said Commis-
sioner Seggos. “These require-
ments demonstrate New York’s 

commitment to, and Governor 
Kathy Hochul’s leadership in act-
ing on climate and laying a strong 
foundation of cutting greenhouse 
gases, reducing harmful pollution, 
and promoting the growth of the 
green transportation industry.” 
     The Advanced Clean Cars II 
rulemaking supports New York’s 
ambitious work of reducing green-
house gas emissions by 85 percent 
by 2050 from 1990 levels, as 
outlined in the Climate Leader-
ship and Community Protection 
Act (Climate Act). The regulation 
requires an increasing percentage 
of new light-duty vehicle sales to 
be zero-emission vehicles (ZEV) 
each year, starting with 35 percent 
ZEV sales in model year 2026, 
leading to 100 percent ZEV sales 
by 2035. Advanced Clean Cars 
II also includes revised pollutant 
standards for model year 2026 
through model year 2034 pas-
senger cars, light-duty trucks, 
and medium-duty vehicles with 
internal combustion engines. The 
regulation provides manufactur-
ers with flexibility to meet the 
emission requirements and help 
advance a successful transition to 
cleaner vehicles. 
     Adoption of Advanced Clean 
Cars II is included among the 
recommendations in the Cli-
mate Action Council’s recently 
released Scoping Plan and will 

be instrumental in achieving the 
greenhouse gas emissions reduc-
tions required in the Climate Act. 
On Dec. 19, New York State’s 
Climate Action Council adopted 
the Scoping Plan, which outlines 
recommended policies and ac-
tions to help meet the Climate 
Act’s goals and requirements. The 
plan was the culmination of more 
than three years of collaboration, 
including contributions from the 
Council’s Advisory Panels and 
Working Groups, since the enact-
ment of the Climate Act in 2019. 
     Reducing transportation-related 
emissions in this rulemaking will 
provide significant air quality 
benefits, including progress to 
reduce ozone, for many of New 
York’s disadvantaged communi-
ties that are predominantly home 
to low-income Black, Indigenous, 
and People of Color, and often ad-
jacent to transit routes with heavy 
vehicle traffic. The newly adopted 
regulation will help health and 
pollution burdens affecting these 
communities. 
     Also announced today, New 
York State appliance and equip-
ment standards under the Ad-
vanced Building Codes, Appli-
ance and Equipment Efficiency 
Standards Act of 2022 will be 
adopted on Jan. 1, 2023, to set 

with disabilities, caregivers with 
strollers, visitors with luggage, 
and many others rely on elevators. 
Beginning work on another new 
station brings us one step closer to 
a fully accessible system.” 
     On Wednesday, Dec. 21, 2022, 
Jamie Torres-Springer and Deputy 
Chief of Staff Cathy Li delivered a 
presentation on the costs and com-
plexities of MTA infrastructure 
projects, including the challenges 
of building elevators in often 
constrained spaces. For remarks 
directly related to elevator acces-
sibility projects, see here. 
     About the Project - The project 
being carried out by the MTA 
consists of building of two eleva-
tors, one connecting the street 
and mezzanine level and another 
connecting the mezzanine to both 
platforms. The project will also 
consist of: 
•    Expansion of the mezzanine 
by approx. 50 sq ft, improving 
customer flow within the station
•    New lighting for the expanded 
mezzanine
•    Updates to the pedestrian 
bridge
•    New boarding areas compliant 
with the Americans with Disabili-
ties Act (ADA) with new platform 
edges
•    Upgrades to existing street 
and station stairs to current ADA 
standards
     The project for building an ac-
cessible entrance on the south side 
is budgeted for $74 million and is 
expected to be complete by mid 
2024. The station’s accessibility 
upgrade will be complemented 
with security and communication 
enhancements with upgrades to 
the fire alarm system, installation 
of a new security camera system, 
a new public address system, 
and digital information screens, 
offering better communication 
with clearer announcements and 
greater access to information via 
screens. 
     The Queensboro Plaza acces-
sibility project is one of many im-
provements coming to the #7 Line, 
across Manhattan and Queens, as 
outlined in a press release issued 
last month. 
     Details on Service Changes 
     For six weekends this Winter 
and early Spring, the #7 line will 
be closed between Queensboro 
Plaza and 34 St-Hudson Yards in 
Manhattan. Customers can trans-
fer to/from the at 74 St-Broadway 
or to/from the E,F & R Line at 
Queensboro Plaza for service 
between Manhattan and Queens. 
     Free shuttle buses will be pro-
vided between Queensboro Plaza 

and Vernon Blvd – Jackson Av, 
and between Times Square and 
34 St-Hudson Yards. The Grand 
Central Shuttle will operate all 
night and   service will run Sat-
urdays from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Sundays from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
between Astoria-Ditmars Blvd 
and 34 St-Herald Square in addi-
tion to   service. 
     These service changes are 
scheduled to be in effect from 
12:15 a.m. Saturday, February 4 
until 5 a.m. Monday February 6, 
as well as from 3:45 a.m. Saturday 
to 10 p.m. Sunday, the following 
weekends: 
•    Feb. 11 – Feb. 12
•    Feb. 25 – Feb. 26
•    Mar. 11 – Mar. 12
•    Mar. 25 – Mar. 26
•    Apr. 22 – Apr. 23
     Additional weekend service 
changes are anticipated later in 
2023 and in 2024. Customers 
are advised to sign up the MTA 
Weekender, a weekly newslet-
ter sent every Friday to inform 
customers of weekend service 
changes throughout the transit 
system. The MTA will post print 
and digital signs in stations, along 
with announcements in stations 
and on trains, before the work 
begins. Customer service notifica-
tions will also be available on the 
MTA website, the MYmta app and 
social media. 
     More on Queensboro Plaza’s 
North Side Elevator 
In addition to building a fully ac-
cessible entrance on the south side 
at the Queensboro Plaza station, 
in August 2022, the MTA and 
New York City Department of 
City Planning announced the City 
Planning Commission authoriza-
tion of an accessible entrance on 
the station’s north side through the 
Zoning for Accessibility (ZFA) 
program, anticipated to be com-
pleted by 2025. The north side 
entrance will be financed, con-
structed, and maintained by the 
developer of 25-01 Queens Plaza 
North under the Zoning for Ac-
cessibility’s transit improvement 
bonus program, saving the MTA 
millions of dollars in construction 
and maintenance costs. 
     The building of an accessible 
entrance on the Queensboro Plaza 
north side is the second transit 
improvement bonus approved by 
the City Planning Commission 
(CPC) under ZFA, which enables 
developers to improve access to 
public transit in the busiest areas 
of the city in exchange for an in-
crease in their building’s density. 
To learn more about Zoning for 
Accessibility, visit https://new.
mta.info/accessibility/zoning-for-
accessibility.

MTA to Begin Construction on  
Accessibility Project at Queensboro 

Plaza; Six Weekends of 7 Line Closure
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     In response to continued  anti-
LGBTQIA+ actions targeted at 
Council members and Drag Story 
Hour events, including one on 
Thursday at the Queens Public Li-
brary in Jackson Heights, Queens, 
Speaker Adrienne Adams and 
Council Members Shekar Krish-
nan, Erik Bottcher, and Crystal 
Hudson released the following 
joint statement.
     “Drag Story Hour organizes 
free events, accessible to families, 
that engage children in arts & 
crafts and imaginative storytell-
ing. 
     “In recent months, anti-
LGBTQIA+ protesters have de-
scended on these family events, 
attempting to get into our libraries 

Statement From New York City Council Condemning  
Homophobic And Transphobic Actions, Vandalism  
Targeted at Drag Story Hour & Council Members

to disrupt them while shouting 
homophobic and transphobic slurs 
at performers and attendees. They 
have also vandalized the homes of 
three members of this City Coun-
cil who support Drag Story Hour. 
It is particularly disturbing that 
these anti-LGBTQIA+ protesters 
have focused their harassment 
in Jackson Heights and Chelsea, 
two neighborhoods with historical 
importance as safe communities 
and centers of organizing for the 
LGBTQIA+ movement in New 
York City.
     “Hate in all its pernicious 
forms, including attacks on our 
LGBTQIA+ communities, have 
no place in our city and must be 
unequivocally condemned. We 

stand with New Yorkers gather-
ing today in Jackson Heights to 
confront hate and defend families 
reading with their children.

“The harmful, homophobic, and 
transphobic extremism targeting 
Drag Story Hour events and the 
New Yorkers who support them, 
including Council members, is 
vile and dangerous. We will not 
stay silent or accept these shame-
ful attempts to intimidate and 
spread hate, especially after recent 
incidents that have devolved into 
violence and put New Yorkers in 
harm’s way. This City Council is 
proud to support children’s pro-
grams that promote inclusivity, 
literacy, and joy.”

minimum energy and water effi-
ciency requirements for residential 
and commercial products that 
will save consumers $264 million 
annually on utility bills by 2035, 
with $85 million benefiting low- 
to moderate-income households. 
The standards ensure performance 
and quality to phase out poor, 
inefficient and wasteful products 
while reducing energy and water 
consumption to limit 807,000 
metric tons and save more than 
25 billion gallons in annual water 
by 2035 to help meet New York’s 
nation-leading emissions reduc-
tion goals under the Climate Act.  
     NYSERDA President and 
CEO and Climate Action Council 
Co-Chair Doreen M. Harris said, 
“Putting more clean vehicles on 
our roadways reduces pollution 
and emissions that cause climate 
change, improving health in com-
munities, while providing con-
sumers more choice in the type of 
vehicle they drive or ride in. As we 
advance vehicle electrification, we 
are also raising the bar for energy 
efficient appliances with new 
standards that call for products to 
feature the latest technologies and 
energy saving features.” 
     New York State Department 
of Transportation Commissioner 
Marie Therese Dominguez said, 
“The Advanced Clean Car II 
regulations will speed the transi-
tion to zero-emission vehicles 
and advance New York’s nation 
leading efforts to reduce green-
house gas emissions. The state 
Department of Transportation is 
advancing Governor Hochul’s vi-
sion to provide greener and cleaner 
transportation, collaborating with 
our partners in government and 
the private sector to build out the 
infrastructure needed to support 
electric vehicles and create a 
more sustainable transportation 
network for all New Yorkers.” 
     The regulatory action an-
nounced today builds on New 
York’s ongoing efforts to reduce 
emissions of greenhouse gases, 
including the adoption of the Ad-
vanced Clean Trucks regulation in 
December 2021. That regulation 
will drive an increase in the num-
ber of medium- and heavy-duty 
ZEV models available as purchase 
options for vehicle purchasers and 

fleets. 
     Both the Advanced Clean 
Trucks and Advanced Clean Cars 
II rules will provide the needed 
regulatory certainty to support 
a stable market for long-term 
vehicle purchasing decisions and 
the development of ZEV charging 
infrastructure. 
New York is investing more than 
$1 billion in ZEVs of all weight 
classes over the next five years. 
Active light-duty vehicle ini-
tiatives include zero-emission 
vehicle purchase rebates through 
NYSERDA’s Drive Clean Rebate 
Program, zero-emission vehicle 
and charging infrastructure grants 
through DEC’s Climate Smart 
Communities Municipal Grant 
Program, as well as the “EV Make 
Ready” initiative, NYPA’s EVolve 
NY charging infrastructure pro-
gram, and DOT’s National Elec-
tric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) 
charging infrastructure program 
to help expand electric vehicle use. 
     In addition to the Advanced 
Clean Car II regulations, New 
York incorporated California’s 
Heavy-Duty Low Nitrogen Ox-
ide (NOx) Omnibus and Phase 2 
Greenhouse Gas standards under 
a separate rulemaking. The Heavy 
Duty Omnibus regulation requires 
medium- and heavy-duty engine 
manufacturers to sell new, cleaner 
vehicles (e.g., heavy-duty trucks) 
that meet more stringent NOx 
and particulate matter emissions 
standards, beginning with engine 
model year 2026. The regulation 
also includes revised test proce-
dures and longer useful life and 
warranty requirements for ap-
plicable medium-and heavy-duty  
vehicles compared to current 
federal requirements. The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) recently f inalized new 
clean-air standards for heavy-
duty trucks beginning with the 
model year 2027. New York’s NOx 
emission standards for heavy-duty 
engines, when fully implemented, 
would be more stringent than 
the recently announced national 
standards. 
     DEC is implementing the 
regulations through an emergency 
rulemaking and also making the 
regulations available for public 
comment. Advanced Clean Cars 
II regulations will be available 
for public comment until March 

6 and a virtual public hearing on 
the measure will be held on March 
1. The Heavy Duty Omnibus 
regulation will be available for 
public comment until March 6 
and a virtual public hearing will 
be held on Feb. 28. More details 
about the regulations, registering 
for the public hearings, and details 
on submitting public comments 
can be found in the State Register 
and on DEC’s website at: https://
www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/pro-
pregulations.html#emergency
New York State’s Nation-Leading 
Climate Plan
     New York State’s nation-leading 
climate agenda is the most aggres-
sive climate and clean energy ini-
tiative in the nation, calling for an 
orderly and just transition to clean 
energy that creates jobs and con-
tinues fostering a green economy 
as New York State recovers from 
the COVID-19 pandemic. En-
shrined into law through the Cli-
mate Leadership and Community 
Protection Act, New York is on a 
path to achieve its mandated goal 
of a zero-emission electricity sec-
tor by 2040, including 70 percent 
renewable energy generation by 
2030, and to reach economy wide 
carbon neutrality. It builds on New 
York’s unprecedented investments 
to ramp-up clean energy including 
over $35 billion in 120 large-scale 
renewable and transmission proj-
ects across the state, $6.8 billion to 
reduce buildings emissions, $1.8 
billion to scale up solar, more than 
$1 billion for clean transportation 
initiatives, and over $1.6 billion 
in NY Green Bank commitments. 
Combined, these investments are 
supporting more than 165,000 jobs 
in New York’s clean energy sector 
in 2021, a 2,100 percent growth in 
the distributed solar sector since 
2011 and a commitment to develop 
9,000 megawatts of offshore wind 
by 2035. Under the Climate Act, 
New York will build on this prog-
ress and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions by 85 percent from 1990 
levels by 2050, while ensuring that 
at least 35 percent with a goal of 
40 percent of the benefits of clean 
energy investments are directed 
to disadvantaged communities, 
and advance progress towards 
the state’s 2025 energy efficiency 
target of reducing on-site energy 
consumption by 185 trillion BTUs 
of end-use energy savings.

DEC Announces Adoption of Advanced Clean Cars II Rule 
For New Passenger Cars And Light-Duty Truck Sales

peals inadvertently and effectively 
struck down the statute of limita-
tions in the foreclosure process—
elevating this standard to the same 
standard as murder, which has no 
statute of limitations. The statute 
of limitations standard needed to 
be restored. This law restores the 
statute of limitation standard as it 
was since 1965 by bringing back 
reason and justice to the foreclo-
sure process.
     Before this law went into effect, 
mortgage lenders had the uni-
lateral ability to manipulate and 
evade the statute of limitations, 
which no other litigant enjoys 
in New York. The new law does 
not disturb New York’s six-year 
statute of limitations on mortgage 
foreclosure actions. It simply re-
stores a common-sense principle: 
no party may unilaterally stop and 
restart the statute of limitations 
to revive what would otherwise 
be a time-barred action. This law 
ensures the fair application of the 
statute of limitations.
     Senator James Sanders Jr., “I 
heartily applaud Governor Kathy 
Hochul for doing the right thing to 
make sure the foreclosure process 
in New York is fair to all parties 
concerned. For most 2 people, a 
home is a family’s biggest invest-
ment and it is where they live 
their lives. Southeast Queens has 
particularly been hit hard by home 
foreclosures over the last decade 
and it is imperative that we have 
a fair and just foreclosure process. 
I deeply thank my Assembly 
colleague Helene Weinstein for 
her tremendous efforts, all the 
numerous elected officials at all 
levels of government, advocacy 
groups, and concerned citizens 
who lobbied hard over this past 
year to achieve a great purpose.”
     Assemblymember Helene E. 
Weinstein said, “This important 
law will protect homeowners by 
preventing mortgage lenders from 
getting an unfair and unwarranted 
second bite of the mortgage fore-
closure apple. The deck has long 
been stacked against homeowners 
due to a highly flawed mortgage 
foreclosure process, and this bill 
will go a long way to adding back 
some fairness to the process. I 
thank Governor Hochul for sign-

ing this bill into law, and I also 
thank my cosponsor in the Sen-
ate, James Sanders, as well as my 
many colleagues in the Assembly 
and the Senate who gave strong 
support to this bill. In addition, I 
thank the many advocates in the 
civil legal services community 
who guided this bill through the 
legislative process, as well as 
numerous other elected officials 
from across New York State who 
voiced their support. We all stood 
up for what is right and just, and 
homeowners are the winners.”
     Foreclosure defense attorney, 
Ivan E. Young, Esq., of the Young 
Law, PC, and former Counsel to 
Senator Sanders, said, “I thank 
Governor Hochul for signing this 
monumental bill into law that will 
assist homeowners throughout 
New York State save their homes 
from foreclosure. With this new 
law, the foreclosure pendulum 
has swung back in favor of home-
owners.”
     Jacob Inwald, Director of 
Foreclosure Prevention, Legal 
Services NYC, said, “The enact-
ment of the Foreclosure Abuse 
Prevention Act will go a long way 
towards preventing foreclosing 
lenders from manipulating stat-
utes of limitations at the expense 
of New York’s struggling low-
andmoderate-income homeown-
ers, concentrated in New York’s 
communities of color, and will 
ensure that banks and other Wall 
Street financial institutions are 
not excused from the longstanding 
statute of limitations principles 
that govern any party pursuing a 
claim in court. Foreclosing lend-
ers who botched thousands of 
foreclosure actions over the last 
decade and longer were hardly 
deserving of the special treatment 
under the statute of limitations 
that some appellate decisions had 
granted them, which had the effect 
of reviving countless foreclosure 
cases that were abandoned long 
ago and casting a pall on title to 
properties across New York State. 
With the restoration of the law that 
the Foreclosure Abuse Prevention 
Act represents, the law will be 
restored and foreclosing lenders 
will have to comply with the same 
statute of limitations principles 
that govern anyone pursuing a 
claim in court.

Governor Kathy Hochul Signs the 
“Foreclosure Abuse Prevention 

Act” (FAPA)
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Notice of Qualification of CV 
Executive Services, LLC. 
Authority filed with Secy. of 
S tate  o f  NY (SSNY ) on 
09/30/22. Of f ice location: 
Queens County. LLC formed 
in Delaware (DE) on 12/06/21. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 1482 E. 
Valley Rd., Ste. 300, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93108. Address 
to be maintained in DE: 838 
Walker Rd., Ste. 21-2, Dover, 
DE 19904. Arts of Org. filed 
with the Secy. of State, John G. 
Townsend Bldg., 401 Federal 
St., Ste. 4, Dover, DE 19901. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/1,8,15,22,29/2022&1/5/2023

Notice of Formation of AZUGA 
POWER LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/11/22. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, 50-22 40th St, 
#2G, Sunnyside, NY 11104. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
12/1,8,15,22,29/2022&1/5/2023

518 Services LLC, Ar ts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 10/20/2022. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
a s  a g e n t  u p o n  w h o m 
process against  may be 
served & shall mail process 
to 33-15 211 St., Bayside, 
NY 11361. General Purpose. 
12/1,8,15,22,29/2022&1/5/2023

Notice of Formation of ELITE 
EHS CONSULTANTS LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/12/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 2520 42nd 
St. #1C, Astoria, NY, 11103 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/1,8,15,22,29/2022&1/5/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
SPECIMEN DESIGNS LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/17/2022. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1867 Bleecker St., 
Apt 2F, Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

168-07 Northern Blvd LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with Secy. Of State 
of N.Y. (SSNY) on 11/17/2022. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 168-
07 Northern Blvd LLC, 168-
07 Northern Blvd, Flushing 
NY 11358, which is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

Notice of Formation of RGM 
TRANSPORT LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/19/2022. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 5860 78th 
Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

(Continued on page 12)

Notice of Formation of NF 
Psychology, PLLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/29/22. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of PLLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Rodin Legal, 
P.C., 215 E 58th St, Ste 4C, NY, 
NY 10022. Purpose: practice 
the profession of Psychology. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

1876 PALMETTO STREET 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
t he  SS N Y on  12 / 01/ 2 2 .  
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to the LLC, 1876 
Palmetto Street, Apartment 
1R, Ridgewood, NY  11385.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
TRESIA’S LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/05/2022. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 204 Astoria 
Blvd, Apt 6E, Astoria, NY 11102. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

Notice of Formation of DIAMOND 
LUXE HOMES LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/03/2022. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 14729 
235th St., Rosedale, NY 11422. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

APEKS GROUP LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/12/2022. Of f ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Denis 
Xhar i,  41-20 39th Street, 
Long Island City, NY 11104. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
SAVAGE SAGE LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/21/2022. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 341B Park Cres. 
College Point, NY 11356. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/22,29/2022,1/5,12,19&26/2023

Notice of Formation of 41-04 
159th Street LLC amended to 
41-04 & 41-08 159th Street 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/26/22. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: The LLC, 29 West 
Main St, Oyster Bay, NY 11771. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
12/29/2022,1/5,12,19,26&2/2/2023

182 JMC LLC, Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 12/21/2022. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 18230 Jamaica Ave, 
Hollis, NY 11433. Reg Agent: 
Fuqun CPA, P.C., 94 Oxford 
Blvd., Great Neck, NY 11023. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/29/2022,1/5,12,19,26&2/2/2023

162ND STREET FRESH 
MEADOWS, LLC, Ar ts. of 
Org. f i led with the SSNY 
on 12/21/2022. Off ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 14 -26 136th Street, 
College Point, NY 11356. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/29/2022,1/5,12,19,26&2/2/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
HORIZON MAINTENANCE 
INC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/18/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 23-64 92nd 
Street, Flushing, NY 11369. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/29/2022,1/5,12,19,26&2/2/2023

2467 CAMBRELENG NY LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 01/24/22. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 144-20 
69th Ave, Flushing, NY  11367.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
1/5,12,19,26,2/2&9/2023

     “Given that the Admin-
istration and the Municipal 
Labor Committee are mov-
ing forward to implement 
Medicare Advantage in 
alignment with the courts 
and arbitrator’s decisions, 
the Council is formally 
considering legislation to 
preserve retirees’ choice of 
health insurance rather than 
have them automatically 
enrolled in Medicare Ad-
vantage as the sole plan on 
January 29. We are deeply 
concerned with the chal-
lenges in our health care pro-
gram for municipal retirees 

Joint Statement by Speaker Adams & Civil Service 
And Labor Committee Chair De La Rosa 

On Council Holding a Hearing to Consider Legislation Amending 
Administrative Code To Preserve Health Care Choice For Retirees 

and employees. While many 
of the underlying problems 
that created this situation 
require comprehensive so-
lutions from all levels of 
government, the City must 
confront this dilemma to the 
maximum extent possible 
within its own authority. 
This must include support 
for low-income retirees to 
truly access choice in their 
healthcare coverage, reign-
ing in the runaway costs of 
care that created this crisis, 
and guaranteeing an insur-
ance program that benefits 
all of our dedicated public 

servants. 
     “The Council will con-
sider the proposed legisla-
tion to preserve healthcare 
coverage choice for retirees 
at a Civil Service and Labor 
Committee hearing next 
week that is open to the pub-
lic and all stakeholders. We 
are working to examine the 
major outstanding questions, 
the details of the Medicare 
Advantage plan that is mov-
ing forward regardless of 
any potential Council action, 
and how the City fulfills its 
health care commitments to 
all employees and retirees.”

POPE BENEDICT XVI HONORED  
Jewish Papal Knight Gary Krupp

     As a gesture of gratitude 
in recognition of his dedi-
cated and tireless efforts on 
behalf of Catholic-Jewish 
and Vatican-Israeli relations, 
His Holiness Pope Benedict 
XVI has bestowed the rank 
of Knight Commander with 
a Silver Star of the Pontifi-
cal Equestrian Order of St. 
Gregory the Great upon 
Mr. Gary Krupp of New 
York. Gary Krupp said that 
Pope Benedict XVI was 
“very special, pensive, bril-
liant, scholarly and will be 
missed”.
     Gary Krupp, a Jewish 
papal knight from Wantagh, 
in recognition of his dedi-
cated and tireless efforts on 
behalf of Catholic-Jewish 
and Vatican-Israeli relations, 
His Holiness Pope Benedict 

XVI, as a gesture of grati-
tude, bestowed the rank of 
Knight Commander with a 
Silver Star of the Pontifi-
cal Equestrian Order of St. 
Gregory the Great upon Mr. 
Gary Krupp of New York. 
The conferral of the Silver 
Star marks the second time 
Krupp has been honored by 
the Supreme Pontiff, having 
been previously invested as 
a Knights Commander in 
the same order by the late 
Pope John Paul II. Gary and 
his wife Meredith founded 
the Pave the Way Founda-
tion, a nonprofit charity 
dedicated to the promotion 
of peace and understanding 
between religions through 
cultural, technological and 
education exchanges. 
     About Pave the Way 

Foundation: PTWF is dedi-
cated to achieving peace by 
bridging “the intellectual 
gap,” promoting tolerance 
and understanding, by en-
hancing relations between 
religions through cultural, 
technological and intellectu-
al gestures. The Foundation 
has a simple yet monumen-
tal vision: To enable all the 
world’s religions to mutu-
ally realize that extremism, 
politics and personal agen-
das must not be allowed to 
poison the true benevolent 
message common to all 
faiths. Bigotry and hatred 
must be abolished by the 
faithful embracing their 
similarities and savoring 
their differences.

     Democratic Leader 
Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY), 
Democratic Whip Kath-
erine Clark (D-MA) and 
Democratic Caucus Chair 
Pete Aguilar (D-CA) held 
a press availability after 
Republ ican chaos and 
dysfunction prevented the 
House from organizing on 
opening day for the first 
time in 100 years. 
     JEFFRIES: “It’s my 
honor to stand here with the 
House Democratic Whip, 
Katherine Clark, and the 
House Democratic Caucus 
Chair, Pete Aguilar. I want 
to thank Katherine for do-
ing an extraordinary job 
today, making sure that 
Democrats were present, 
voting and entirely unified 
through the three different 
votes that took place. And I 
want to thank Pete Aguilar 
for his very kind and gener-
ous and thoughtful words of 
nomination. Today, for the 
first time in 100 years, the 
House of Representatives 
failed to organize on open-
ing day. A sad day for the 
House of Representatives 
as an institution. A sad day 
for democracy. It’s a sad day 
for the American people. 

House Democrats are uni-
fied, ready, willing and able 
to get to work on behalf of 
everyday Americans. We 
are prepared to try to find 
common ground with the 
other side of the aisle to 
solve problems on behalf of 
the American people but we 
don’t have a willing partner 
in House Republicans. 
     House Democrats are 
ready to continue to build 
upon the incredible prog-
ress that we made on behalf 
of the American people 
in the last Congress and 
continue to advocate and 
fight for better-paying jobs, 
lower costs, safer com-
munities, defend democ-
racy, f ight for freedom, 

protect the public interest 
and ensure economic op-
portunity in every single 
corner of America. We’re 
ready, willing and able to 
get to work on behalf of 
the American people, but 
we don’t have a partner on 
the other side of the aisle 
because the Republican 
Conference has apparently 
been taken over by Ex-
treme MAGA Republicans. 
And to the extent there are 
reasonable individuals on 
the other side of the aisle, 
they have no way out. Sad 
day for the institution of 
the House of Representa-
tives, a sad day for democ-
racy and a sad day for the 
American people.”

Leader Jeffries: “House Democrats Are Unified, 
Ready, Willing And Able To Get To Work On  

Behalf Of Everyday Americans”
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POPE BENEDICT XVI HONORED 
Jewish Papal Knight Gary Krupp

I AM PAC Attends Gov. Hochul  
Inaugural Ceremony 

     Italian American PAC (I AM 
PAC) VP Robert Fonti is pictured 
with Thomas Scarangello, NYS 
Director of Italian Affairs, at  NYS 
Governor Kathy Hochul Inaugural 
Ceremony. Director Scarangello 

is congratulating VP Fonti for 
all I AM PAC did electing Gov. 
Hochul. I AM PAC was one of 
the first ethnic groups to endorse 
Kathy Hochul’s candidacy for 
Governor of NYS. 

(Continued from page 11)


