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A New Vision is
Needed for Vision Zero
Mayor Bill de Blasio has aggressively pushed a bike-friendly
agenda, apparently leaving a lot to be desired, adding about 100
miles of dedicated lanes for cyclists amid a spike in rider collisions and pedestrian injuries, but he’s done little to address the
danger that bikers themselves pose to all.
Since 2011, bicyclists have injured more than 2,250 pedestrians
— including at least seven who died — according to stats from
the city Department of Transportation and published reports.
Injuries are up 12 percent this year, rising to 127 through
June 30 from 113 over the same period in 2018, the NYPD says.
Most of the injured last year were in Manhattan, where 134
pedestrians got hurt which is nearly half the citywide total of 270.
Although 2019 data show the number of hurt pedestrians and
bicyclists increased even though there was a dip from 315 in
2017 to 270 last year, roughly 300 people a year have been hurt
by cyclists since the city began tracking such accidents in 2011,
including a high of 361 injuries in 2015 and three deaths in 2014.
Every New Yorker has a story about someone getting hit,
why is that?
It should be a public conversation. All these bicyclists have
lobbying groups and are getting expanded accessibility to the
city. Maybe pedestrians and vehicles drivers should have their
own lobbying groups to make NYC streets safer for all. Vision
(Continued on page 2)

Meng Stands With Jewish Community
in Fighting Anti-Semitism

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens) took part in the “No Hate. No
Fear.” Solidarity March, standing with the Jewish community
against anti-Semitism and hate. The event began in lower
Manhattan with participants marching over the Brooklyn
Bridge to Cadman Plaza in Brooklyn. See story on page 2.

25 CENTS

The Inauguration of the New Queens
DA Melinda Katz

Pictured on the stage during the recital of the Pledge of Allegiance is Camila
Noguera a Middle College HS student at LaGuardia Community College who sang
the National Anthem, District Attorney staffers, Chief Judge of the State of New York
and the Court of Appeals Judge Janet DiFiore and clergy members from various
faiths who gave invocations. Photo by Walter Karling. See other photo on page 6.

Pheffer Amato, Addabbo, Miller & Ulrich
Promote Unity at Joint Holiday Party

A s s e m b l y w o m a n S t a c e y P h e f f e r A m a t o , S e n a t o r J o s e p h P. A d d a b b o
J r. , A s s e m b l y m a n M i k e M i l l e r, a n d N e w Yo r k C i t y C o u n c i l m a n E r i c
Ulrich threw a joint holiday party in Howard Beach. See story on page 12.
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A New Vision is Needed for Vision Zero
(Continued from page 1)
Zero must be revisited.
Hizzoner has been putting in
place a plan to install new miles of
bicycle lanes per year throughout
the five boroughs without approval
from Community Boards. Most of
these lanes defy logic, reduce parking spaces while adding hundreds
of Citi Bikes.

Maybe the Mayor should ask
DOT to go back to the drawing
board and rethink their bike lanes
with this in mind. Pedestrians and
bicyclists have the right of way,
however vehicles weight tons and
cannot stop on a dime; they do not
have a surrounding view of the
entire vehicle (called blind spots)
and need ample room to make
turns. Even though pedestrians

and bicyclists have the right of
way they must remember, when
they make contact with vehicles
the vehicle wins. Respect is needed
for all involved.
We all want safer streets but
until cars, trucks and busses are
replaced the reality is that they
too need space. Mr. Mayor reconfigure City streets for all not just
one group.

Meng Stands With Jewish Community in Fighting
Anti-Semitism
(Continued from page 1)
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“Today and every day, I stand
in solidarity with the Jewish community in combating the scourge
of anti-Semitism and hate,” said
Meng. “The spate of anti-Semitic
hate crimes that our Jewish communities have faced and endured
over the last year has threatened
the foundation of our city, which
thrives on religious freedom. We
must all stand up and be united
in denouncing this unacceptable
spike in anti-Semitic attacks, and
make clear that these cowardly
acts will never, ever be tolerated.
But we need more than words and
condemnations. We need action
and resources, and we cannot
rest until we use every tool at our
disposal to eradicate all forms of
intolerance and bigotry. Enough
is enough.”
Meng noted that one of the
major resources to help houses of
worship (synagogues, churches,
mosques, temples) and nonprofit
entities improve security and
guard against threats and at-

tacks has been the Department of
Homeland Security’s Nonprofit
Security Grant Program. As a
member of the House Appropriations Committee – the panel
responsible for funding every
federal agency, program, and
project within the U.S. government including the Nonprofit
Security Grant Program – Meng
has helped to increase funding
and awareness for these grants
over the past several years, including last month when she
played a critical role in boosting
the annual amount to $90 million.
“Nonprofit Security Grants are
vital,” said Meng. “The program’s
importance cannot be overstated
and as a Congressional appropriator, I will do everything I possibly
can to secure even more funding
for next year. Money from these
grants can be used for targethardening and other physical
security enhancements such as
barriers, gates, safety gear and
surveillance equipment. Over the
past two-and-a-half years, I have
obtained and announced grants

for houses of worship in my
congressional district in Queens
including synagogues as well as
yeshivas, Jewish community centers and other schools, and they
are using this money to better
protect their congregations, students and organization members.
Now, I urge all houses of worship throughout our region, and
across the country, to apply for
these grants as well, and to take
advantage of the critical funding that they offer. In addition,
I will be working to arrange additional Nonprofit Security Grant
workshops in my district, so that
even more houses of worship and
high-risk nonprofit institutions
can learn about the program, and
successfully apply for funding.”
On a related note, Meng is
presently drafting legislation
that seeks to improve coordination between local and federal
law enforcement in targeting and
reporting hate crimes, to make
sure that acts of anti-Semitism
are being handled appropriately
at the federal level.

The Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment
Congratulates our “Made in NY”
Golden Globes Awards Winners
Local NYC film and television
productions take home 7 statues,
from a total of 26 nominations
The NYC Mayor’s Office of
Media and Entertainment congratulates the “Made in NY” winners
at the 77th Golden Globes Awards,
which took place last night in Los
Angeles. NYC film and television
productions won 7 Golden Globes,
from a total of 26 nominations for
13 productions (which included 5
feature films, and 8 episodic and
limited series).
Among this year’s “Made in
NY” winners were “The Loudest
Voice,” “Fosse/Verdon,” “Succession,” “Joker” and “Ramy.”
“The Golden Globes’ recognition
of our ‘Made in NY’ productions
is a testament to the strength of
New York City’s talent pool and
the local infrastructure supporting
television and film,” said NYC

Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment Commissioner Anne
del Castillo. “We’re so proud of
all the nominees and winners, as
well as the more than 130,000 New
Yorkers who work in the industry.”
Complete list of “Made in NY”
2020 Golden Globes winners:
• Best Actor in a Motion Picture – Drama: Joaquin Phoenix
(“Joker”)
• Best Performance by an Actress
in a Limited Series or Motion Picture Made for Television: Michelle
Williams (“Fosse/Verdon”)
• Best Performance by an Actor
in a Limited Series or Motion Picture Made for Television: Russell
Crowe (“The Loudest Voice”)
•
Best Original Score – Motion Picture: Hildur Guðnadóttir
(“Joker”)
• Best Television Series – Drama:
“Succession” (HBO)
• Best Performance by an Actor

in a Television Series – Drama:
Brian Cox (“Succession”)
• Best Performance by an Actor
in a Television Series – Musical or
Comedy: Ramy Youssef (“Ramy”)
About the Mayor’s Office of
Media and Entertainment - The
mission of the Mayor’s Office
of Media and Enter tainment
(MOME) is to ensure New York
City continues to be the creative
capital of the world by supporting
film, television, theater, music,
publishing, advertising and digital
content and ensuring those industries work for New Yorkers. The
creative industries account for
more than 300,000 local jobs and
have an economic impact of $104
billion annually. MOME comprises four divisions: the Office of
Film, Theatre and Broadcasting;
NYC Media; the Office of Nightlife; and educational and workforce development initiatives.
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Suozzi, King, Rice, Meeks, and Zeldin Send Letter to
National Security Officials Calling for Investigation into
Whether Foreign Adversaries are Instigating Rise in
Anti-Semitism and Hate
Calls for investigation by FBI,
CIA, Homeland Security, and
Pentagon regarding foreign
adversaries’ efforts to sow civil
unrest
Congressman Tom Suozzi
(NY-03), Congressman Peter King
(NY-02), Congresswoman Kathleen Rice (NY-04), Congressman
Gregory Meeks (NY-05), and
Congressman Lee Zeldin (NY01) sent a letter to top-ranking
national security officials calling
for an investigation into foreign
adversaries continuing use of
social media and other efforts to
foment hate and civil unrest across
America.
The letter comes after disturbing anti-Semitic attacks in New
York and amidst a well-documented increase in anti-Semitic
and other hate crimes across the
United States.
In the letter, they write:
“We are requesting that your
offices specifically investigate
potential state-sponsored campaigns by our foreign adversaries
to sow civil unrest in America
using social media disinformation
campaigns, corruption and foreign
actors. The power of social media
provides nefarious actors the ability to exploit ignorance and spread
hate, in an effort to undermine
national unity for their strategic
interest. In addition to tanks,
missiles and soldiers, we must be
conscious of our adversaries’ efforts to undermine our nation using cyberspace, economic systems
and corruption.”
Letters were sent to: Mark
Esper, Secretary of Defense; Gina
Haspel, Director of the Central
Intelligence Agency; Chad Wolf,
Acting Secretary of Homeland
Security; and Christopher Wray,

Director of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation.
Together, Suozzi, King, Meeks,
Rice, and Zeldin remain committed to fighting anti-Semitism and
all forms of hate on Long Island, in
New York, and across the United
States. While there are several
contributing factors in the rise of
intolerance and bigotry throughout America, we must explore the
possibility of foreign interference.
A full text of the letter can be
found attached and copied below.
Dear Director Wray, Acting Secretary Wolf, Director Haspel, and
Secretary Esper,
We write in the wake of the
disturbing anti-Semitic attacks in
our region, and amidst a troubling
and well documented increase in
anti-Semitic and other hate crimes
across our nation. These violent,
criminal acts continue to divide
an already polarized nation by instilling fear, distrust and potential
civil unrest among Americans.
This troubling trend, at the
beginning of the new year and
leading into a national election
year, demand that we explore
root causes. We are well aware of
the impact of divisive rhetoric at
the national level, the new power
of social media, and the lack of
knowledge about historic events
such as the Holocaust.
We are requesting that your
offices specifically investigate
potential state sponsored campaigns by our foreign adversaries
to sow civil unrest in America
using social media disinformation
campaigns, corruption and foreign
actors. The power of social media
provides nefarious actors the ability to exploit ignorance and spread
hate, in an effort to undermine
national unity for their strategic
interest. In addition to tanks,

missiles and soldiers, we must be
conscious of our adversaries’ efforts to undermine our nation using cyberspace, economic systems
and corruption.
A recent Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) report confirms
the ongoing crisis with data and
finds year over year increases in
hate crimes. The report found hate
crimes have increased by 17 percent from 2016-2017, an increase
for the third consecutive year.
In 2017, anti-Semitic crimes increased by 37 percent and attacks
motivated by racial or ethnical
prejudice doubled.
In February 2018, the Justice
Department charged 13 Russians
and three companies for using
fraudulent social media accounts,
online political advertisements,
and other tools to subvert the
2016 election. According to the
indictment, hundreds of social
media accounts impersonating
Americans were used to “create political intensity through
supporting radical groups.” Furthermore, the indictment states
that these same nefarious actors
paid for advertisements on social
media platforms and other places
that specifically sought to divide
Americans based on race, religion,
and other factors.
Whether anti-Semitic, antiimmigrant, race based or some
other form of hate, internal divisions provide an opportunity for
our adversaries to exploit and
further divide our nation. We must
work together to combat those that
exploit ignorance to sow division
for their strategic interest, including foreign adversaries seeking to
undermine our national security
by stoking hate. We look forward
to your response and working with
you to address this national crisis.

Preceding Her Inauguration District Attorney Melinda Katz
Announces New Initiatives, Policies And Executive Staff At
The Queens District Attorney’s Office
Changes Reflect a New Era for
Queens County - Incoming and
Promoted Executives Have a
Combined 240 Years of Experience
In Criminal Law and Public
Service
On the eve of her inauguration,
Queens District Attorney Melinda
Katz announced dramatic and
immediate changes within the
District Attorney’s Office, introducing new initiatives and policies
that will make the criminal justice
system more fair and equitable for
the 2.3 million people of Queens
County. After an initial review of
long-standing policies, on day one
the District Attorney implemented
changes to foster a new spirit of
cooperation for all stakeholders in
the criminal justice system. Today,
the District Attorney also revealed
a new executive staff that will
push forward with these changes.
The policy changes implemented on day one include 4
major revisions. First, the 180.80
waiver policy is abandoned. The
top count only plea policy after
indictment is also eliminated. The

District Attorney has established
a Conviction Integrity Unit and a
Community Partnerships Division.
Eliminating the so-called
180.80 waiver policy allows assistant district attorneys at all times
to discuss resolving cases through
plea negotiations without a defendant waiving their statutory right
to grand jury proceedings.
Continuing in this vain, District
Attorney Katz also eliminated the
top count plea policy which limited post indictment pleas to the
top count only. The DA is committed to an open-minded approach
to resolving all cases and will
consider all possible dispositions
of a case that will culminate in a
just outcome.
A Conviction Integrity Unit
is now in place to examine cases
and make recommendations for
exoneration if someone is found to
be wrongfully convicted. District
Attorney Katz will work with
defense attorneys and community
leaders to determine which cases
should be reviewed in order to
prevent a miscarriage of justice.
A wrongful conviction not only

destroys the life of that innocent
individual and his or her family,
but it also undermines the faith
we all have in our justice system.
Lastly, the first responsibility
of the District Attorney is to make
our streets and neighborhoods
safe. That means reducing crime
and taking the necessary steps to
prevent crime from happening
in the first place. The Special
Prosecutions has been renamed
the Community Partnerships
Division and justly empowered to
work with the community to foster
communication and effectuate
change. That means taking guns
off our streets, finding avenues
for young people to resolve their
differences without resorting
to violence, fairly investigating
accusations of wrong-doing and
creating diversion programs in
partnership with the community.
In order to advance these
changes, the District Attorney is
proud to introduce a talented new
executive team.
District Attorney Katz said,
“We have created a team with
(Continued on page 4)
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Rep. Maloney Statement in Support of
the Empire State Complex and Penn
Station Improvements
Responding to Governor
Andrew M. Cuomo’s announced
proposal for the Empire State
Complex in Manhattan, Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney
(NY-12) released the following
statement.
“A city must invest in itself to
stay strong, and the creation of
the Empire Station Complex is a
great example of the type of bold,
innovative projects New York

should pursue. This project would
not only expand capacity at Penn
Station by 40%, but also better
commutes for more than half a
million New Yorkers. As all New
Yorkers know, Penn Station has
needed upgrades and increased
capacity for years, and I look forward to working with the State,
City, and the community to fully
develop this plan to better serve
New Yorkers.”

Queens’Finest
Italian Restaurant

Park Side Restaurant
About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the
heart of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a
destination that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will
be sure to be back again and again for one the city’s Best
Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients
and attention to detail served by our professional staff.
Park Side is also happy to host your next function with
our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Whirl With Merle
CACOA BEANS VS COFFEE BEANS by Merle Exit
When considering eating one
of your daily serving of fruit, both
the coffee and cacao beans somewhat fall into that category. Coffee beans are a seed of the coffee
plant located inside a purp0le fruit
categorized as a stone fruit. Cacao beans are grown on a tree and
in pods and might also considered
as being a fruit. When removed
from the pod, they are fermented
turning from their original purple
color to brown.
Coffee beans are roasted,
ground and brewed to drink.
Caxao beans are also roasted and
chopped into what area called
either cacao or cocoa nibs. The
main difference in the two beans
is that there is a liquid known as
chocolate liqueur that due to both
grinding and heat will produce the
thick liquid form that is used in
making a chocolate bar or cocoa
powder.
Chocolate nibs are like nuts and
can be used as such. However let’s
be clear that they are bitter. It’s
only when made into a candy form
and sugar is added. You are certain
to taste the chocolate.
I decided to experiment with
the nibs by first grinding them into
an almost powder form and then

using French coffee press, concoct
a hot chocolate. Let me first say
that if you do grind the nibs long
enough, it will become that thick
liquid. After pouring it into a
cup, I then added sugar and milk.
It was just fabulous and smooth
having been strained.
If you do want to really venture and grind into that thick
liquid, you can actually make
a fresh batch of chocolate pudding. Say what? It’s kind of like
a melted chocolate bar without
any sweetness. Add sugar, a drop

of vanilla extract (brings out the
chocolate flavor and milk. Heat it
up in a pot. Prepare a corn starch
thickener by mixing the corn
starch with cold war forming a
paste.
At this point you have a wonderfully tasting hot chocolate, but
when thickened becomes a pudding. You have to keep stirring
the pot and the thickener must be
drizzled in so that the mixture
doesn’t produce clumps. BTW,
if you don’t use chocolate dips,
cocoa powder will do fine, as well.

ICE IN THE WINTER
There is an old expression “like
giving you ice in the winter” that
translates into giving something
useless. What about ices in the
winter? I wondered as to whether
Lemon Ice King opens its windows, being that there is no indoor
area….just that big stand. I called
to speak with Vinny.
Apparently their Italian ices are
so popular that customers don’t
even care if it is snowing or how
low outdoor temperatures are. If
a customer buys ices in a squeeze

cup, they will stand around and
indulge, or if the weather is tolerable enough and they are in warm
clothing, one just might go to the
nearby park.
Most of the loyal fans purchase
pint containers and simply take
them home. Not only is it worth
doing that, you can share a flavor
or two with whoever is at your
living quarters.
Consider it being one of your
daily fruits, if you wish. Lemon
juice and some pulp are squeezed

by Merle Exit

into the mixture as with the orange
ices. Pineapple uses a combination of pineapple juice and fresh
pineapple. You also have real
tangerines, pureed bananas, and
real coconut with flakes.
“Customers will actually complain if we close in a snow storm
or have to close earlier than usual,”
Vinny said. “Suring these winter
months we open at noon and close
at 10.”
“Ice in the winter” is most useful in Corona.

Check out: www.youtube.com/user/whirlwithmerle
my blog on www.merleswhirls.blogspot.com

Chamber to Host Flushing Reception For
Lunar New Year Parade
The Greater Flushing Chamber
of Commerce and St. George’s
Church are hosting a Pre-Parade
Lunar New Year Reception from
9:30am to 10:30am on Saturday,
January 25, 2020. All are welcome
to join the Chamber in warming up
with hot coffee and refreshments
before marching in the Parade at
11:00am.
The reception will feature a
blessing by Chief Little Fox of the
Matinecock Nation and a hip-hop
performance by K-Pop artist Epic
88. Members of the Census Bureau
will also be present to distribute
information about the upcoming
2020 Census. Giveaways will
include 1000 Good Fortune Calendars. The reception will be held
in St. George’s Church, located
at 135-32 38th Avenue, Flushing,

NY 11354.
The Flushing Lunar New Year
Parade will take place on Saturday,
January 25, 2020 at 11:00am. The
Parade is organized by a coalition
of community groups led by the
Flushing Chinese Business Association and the Korean American
Association of Queens. The Parade
will inaugurate the Year of the Rat.
2020 looks to be a year full of
growth and accomplishments as
the Rat is considered inquisitive,
shrewd, and resourceful in the
Chinese zodiac. The Rat is also the
first in the rotation of the 12 zodiac
signs, meaning that a Rat year is
a year of renewal. So when a Rat
year comes, it generally delivers
new experiences with favorable
outcomes.
During the 2020 Lunar New

Year Parade, which attracts more
than 10,000 visitors from around
the metropolitan region, the Greater Flushing Chamber of Commerce
will be distributing 5000 Red Envelopes. “In our community, Red
Envelopes are gifts presented at
special occasions and symbolize
good luck throughout the year.
Many people hold onto the Red
Envelopes as keepsakes,” stated
Taehoon Kim, President of the
Greater Flushing Chamber of
Commerce. Each red envelope will
include business cards and coupons
from local businesses, promoting
the community during the busiest and most important shopping
season in Flushing.
For more information and to register in advance, visit lunar2020.
eventbrite.com.
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Join the Oratorio Society of Queens
and experience the joy of choral singing
Auditions are Mondays, January 13 and January 20, 2020

Sing with OSQ! On January
13 the Oratorio Society of Queens
(OSQ) begins preparing for its
Annual Spring Concert. Under the
direction of David Close,
join
OSQ onstage and experience
the thrill of performing before a
packed audience and accepting
thunderous applause.
Auditions for OSQ membership
are at 7 pm on Mondays, January
13 and January 20, 2020. RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED. If
you pass the audition, you proceed
directly to rehearsal. OSQ rehearses every Monday from 7:30 pm to
10 pm in the lower level of Temple
Beth Sholom at 172nd Street and
Northern Boulevard in Flushing.
OSQ is a community-based
group of approximately 110 men
and women, young and old, of
varied backgrounds and differing
levels of singing ability – from
sight-readers to those who learn

by ear. Singing with a chorus is
an excellent opportunity to create
beautiful music with others and
meet a wide range of people.
The Oratorio Society of Queens
also sponsors a Student Choral
Program that offers talented high
school and full-time college students a scholarship to sing and
perform with OSQ.
OSQ’s Annual Spring Concert
is scheduled for Sunday, May 17,
2020. OSQ will sing “Trial by
Jury”, Gilbert & Sullivans’s comic
opera and Randall Thompsons’s
enthralling choral work “Testament of Freedom”. For additional
information on membership and
rehearsals, call 718.279.3006 or
visit https://www.QueensOratorio.org/becoming-a-memberauditions
Publicity : info@queensoratorio.
org
718.279.3006

District Attorney Melinda Katz
Announces New Initiatives, Policies ...
(Continued from page 3)
the unique kind of expertise and
specialized skills that will usher in
a new era here in Queens County.
The new policies and appointments are just the start, as we look
forward to innovative ideas that
will enhance the safety of all those
who live, work and visit Queens.”
The new executive team will
be led by the District Attorney’s
recently appointed Chief Assistant
Jennifer L. Naiburg. Please see the
attachment for more details on the
executive team.
THE EXECUTIVE STAFF OF
THE QUEENS DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S OFFICE
Jennifer Naiburg, Chief Executive Assistant District Attorney
A graduate of Brooklyn Law
School, Ms. Naiburg is a 26-yearveteran of the Queens District
Attorney’s Office. She has held
numerous positions within the
office, including the Director of
Special Projects and Major Case
Advisor, Deputy Director of
Trial Advocacy, and most recently
was appointed the first Bureau
Chief of the newly established
Kew Gardens III felony trial
bureau. Ms. Naiburg developed
and implemented an office-wide
system to assist prosecutors in
fulfilling their legal and ethical
obligations regarding disclosure of
material that may adversely affect
a police witness’s credibility and
she serves on a mayoral and other
citywide groups preparing for the
criminal justice reform that took
affect January 1, 2020. Ms. Naiburg regularly lectures to a myriad
of law enforcement communities
on varied criminal justice topics.
She has been a member of the
adjunct faculty of Fordham Law
School for the past 10 years.
Camille Chin-Kee-Fatt, Chief
of Staff/Administration
As the Director of Administrative Services of the New York
City Council, Ms. Chin-Kee-Fatt
oversaw a budget of $80 million
and all aspects of Administrative
Services, including HR, Diversity,
Fiscal, Procurement/Contracts,
IT, Facilities/Mail, SergeantAt-Arms, Fleet and OTPS for a

staff of over 900 employees with
Council Member offices in all 5
boroughs of New York City. She
worked closely with the Council’s
Chief of Staff to make sure everything was running optimally
and worked in conjunction the
Office of General Counsel on
employee policies, EEO issues and
numerous other human resources
matters. Ms. Chin-Kee-Fatt also
served as the Senior Vice President of HR for the NYC Mission
Society. At this Harlem-based
non-profit, she oversaw all operations of its human resources
department, worked as its EEO
Officer, pension plan administrator, did training, recruitment and
more. Ms. Chin-Kee-Fatt was also
the Assistant Attorney General
in Charge of Legal Recruitment
for then-Attorney General Eliot
Spitzer and has worked at Linklaters & Alliance, the New York
City Law Department’s Office of
Corporation Counsel, Practicing
Attorneys for Law Students Program Inc. (PALS) and Shearman
& Sterling.
John Castellano, Counsel to the
District Attorney
Mr. Castellano has been with
the Queens District Attorney’s
Office for 23 years - most recently
as the Deputy Executive Assistant District Attorney and Chief
Appellate Counsel for the Legal
Affairs Division. Mr. Castellano
has 36 years of experience as a
prosecutor and has handled cases
at all levels of the state and federal
court system. Mr. Castellano has
argued cases before the Supreme
Court of the United States and
he has briefed, argued or edited
over 100 cases in the New York
Court of Appeals. He is a frequent
lecturer at bar associations and
other venues throughout the state
on numerous topics related to
criminal law.
Bryce Benjet, Director of the
District Attorney’s Conviction
Integrity Unit
Mr. Benjet has spent most of
his career fighting to free those
believed to have been wrongfully
convicted. As a Senior Staff At(Continued on page 9)
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 1/9/20 - 1/15/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You will be popular with acquaintances. Loved ones could feel left
out and insecure. You will accomplish what you set out to do
this week. Your lucky numbers
are 5,7,8.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You will come up with ways of
earning extra cash. Concentrate on
work or make changes to yourself.
Visit friends or relatives. Your
lucky numbers are 3,9,7.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Your ability to be a self starter will
help get things done and motivate
others. You may be tired of working for someone else. Your lucky
numbers are 1,4,8.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Don’t hesitate to talk to your partner about repairing your relationship. Spend some time with the
one you love. Pleasure trips will
be satisfying. Your lucky numbers
are 5,8,4.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
You are best to travel or attend
lectures or seminars. You will
find that valuable knowledge can
be gained if you are willing to listen. Your lucky numbers are 2,9,1.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Take a look at your Investments
in stocks. You will be attracted to
unusual forms of entertainment.
You can do well behind the scenes.
Your lucky numbers are 1,9,5.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Try not to discuss important matters with colleagues. Think twice
before you say something you may
regret later. Check investments.
Your lucky numbers are 5,6,1.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
You need to do your own thing
at work. You will have a problem
with your boss if you haven’t done
your job. Find ways to make extra
money. lucky numbers are 4,9,7.

LEO
(July 23-Aug 22)
Be wary of those who have overly
strong convictions. Be sure to cover all the necessary groundwork
before signing binding contracts.
Your lucky numbers are 8,3,2.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Consider the feelings of family and
friends before you say things that
may be truthful but may hurt. Get
your responsibilities completed at
work. Your lucky numbers are 7,1,8.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Don’t take on more than you can
handle. You can dazzle members
of the opposite sex with your quick
wit and aggressive charm. Your
lucky numbers are 7,3,8.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Don’t get involved in financial
schemes they will be followed by
losses. Social activity should be on
your agenda. Your lucky numbers
are 5,7,9.

● The only letter that doesn’t
appear on the periodic table is J.
● One habit of intelligent humans is being easily annoyed by
people around them, but saying
nothing in order to avoid a meaningless argument.
● If a Polar Bear and a Grizzly
Bear mate, their offspring is called
a “Pizzy Bear”.
●
In 2006, a Coca-Cola employee offered to sell Coca-Cola
secrets to Pepsi. Pepsi responded
by notifying Coca-Cola.
● There were two AI chatbots
created by Facebook to talk to
each other, but they were shut
down after they started communicating in a language they made
for themselves.
●
Nintendo trademarked the
phrase “It’s on like Donkey Kong”
in 2010.
● Calling “shotgun” when riding in a car comes from the term
“shotgun messenger”.
●
The famous line in Titanic
from Leonardo DiCaprio, “I’m
king of the world!” was improvised.
● A single strand of Spaghetti is
called a “Spaghetto”.
●
There is actually a difference between coffins and caskets
– coffins are typically tapered
and six-sided, while caskets are
rectangular.

www.queenstimes.com

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles
“Try & Find”

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Rocker
Roller Coaster
Swings
Temperature
Tennis

Trapeze
Waves
Word Search
Yo-Yo
Zipper

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

The road to
knowledge begins
with the
turn of the page

UP AND DOWN, BACK AND FO R T H

Hills
Mood
Palindrome
Pendulum
Ping-Pong

SUDOKU

Did You
Know?

TRY AND FIND

Crossword
Elevator
Escalator
Graph
Hiker
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ACROSS
1. Bully
6. Remote
10. Sheltered spot
14. Try
15. Not a single one
16. Smell
17. French for “Queen”
18. Snare
19. Balcony section
20. Apparent
22. Relating to urine
23. Pot
24. View
26. Gave money
30. Genus of macaws
31. A parcel of land
32. Citrus fruit
33. Unadulterated
35. Type of drill
39. A female monarch
41. Paint the town red
43. Test, as ore
44. Stepped
46. Forearm bone
47. Tin
49. Terminate
50. Sleigh
51. Foolish
54. Tiger Wood’s sport
56. Ripped
57. Graniteware
63. Bright thought
64. Sandwich shop
65. Moses’ brother
66. Gave temporarily
67. Nonclerical
68. Homeric epic
69. To be, in old Rome
70. Historical periods
71. Inclines

DOWN
1. Tropical tuber
2. 1 1 1 1
3. Module
4. Departed
5. Doglike nocturnal mammal
6. Antimonopoly
7. Refrain
8. Rectal
9. Cancel officially
10. Buxom
11. Worship
12. Reasonable judgment
13. Construct
21. Breaks
25. Fly high
26. Entreaty
27. Purposes
28. Rapscallions
29. Displace
34. A social science
36. White aquatic bird
37. Feudal worker
38. Absorb written material
40. Nestling hawk
42. Befuddle
45. Fine or decorative clothing
48. Sewing tool
51. Practical
52. Connecting points
53. Small songbirds
55. Thrash
58. Close
59. Welt
60. Operatic solo
61. A soft sheepskin leather
62. Terminates

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy
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Korean American Family Service Center Sends 200
Hodori Students to See Christmas Spectacular Starring
The Radio City Rockettes
The Korean American Family
Service Center (KAFSC) sent
200 students from its Hodori
Afterschool Program to see the
Christmas Spectacular starring
the Radio City Rockettes. The
show is a classic this time of
year, featuring song and dance
that have captivated audiences
around the world.
This amazing experience is
all made possible thanks to the
support of KAFSC’s donors, as
well as the generosity of donor
Dow Kim, who offered to match
all donat ions to t he Hodor i
Program, dollar-for-dollar. The
giving campaign was a huge success, and KAFSC is excited to
have the opportunity to provide
all its Hodori students with a notto-be-forgotten holiday season!
Established in 1994, KAFSC’s
Hodori (meaning Little Tigers in
Korean) Afterschool Program
provides students with emotional, behavioral, and social
support in a safe and healthy environment that will enrich their
developmental growth through
a carefully planned after school
program. Specifically designed
to help children of low income
families, the program serves students from grades K-8 at Junior
High School 189 and from grades
6-8 at East-West School of International Studies (EWSIS). 100%
of Hodori students are children
of immigrant families and receive free or reduced lunch.
About the Korean American
Family Service Center - KAFSC

[www.kafsc.org] is a leading
nonprofit organization serving
the New York Tri-State area to
prevent and end domestic violence and relationship abuse, and
create a violence-free society. Its
programs include one of its kind
of 24-hour Bilingual Hotline
718-460-3800, individual and
family counseling, advocacy

for clients in the legal, medical, and public welfare systems,
and community workshops on
parenting skills, financial literacy, job trainings, and leadership/personal development
for children and youth. All of
KAFSC’s programs are offered
at no charge to the community
members.

The Inauguration of the New Queens
DA Melinda Katz
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MENG STATEMENT ON KILLING
OF QASEM SULEIMANI

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY),
a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on State and
Foreign Operations, issued the
following statement after the U.S.
drone strike that killed Major General Qasem Suleimani of Iran’s
Islamic Revolutionary Guards
Corps-Quds Force.
“General Suleimani had the
blood of Americans, Israelis,
Syrians, Libyans, Yemenis and of
course Iranians on his hands. His
centrality to the violent mission
of the Islamic Republic of Iran
cannot be overstated.
But an action as consequential
as the targeted strike on General
Suleimani will undoubtedly have
ripple effects that we cannot yet
foresee. My prevailing concern is
whether this decision was made
with these precautions in mind.

The safety of Americans – from
the diplomatic corps to our servicemembers to civilians living
and traveling abroad – are now
at risk. If the Iraqi government
ceases to allow a U.S. presence,
Iranian control of Iraq will grow.
And, most importantly, we must
be fully prepared for any possible
retaliation – whether through missile attacks on our allies, attacks
on our embassies, or a cyberattack on our homeland.
I remain deeply concerned by
the President’s failure to seek partners in this complicated endeavor.
Congress is not an obstacle to
overcome – Congress has the constitutional authority to declare and
to fund war. NATO is not a barrier
to circumvent. NATO allies are
our partners in our collective selfdefense. In fact, during the markup of this year’s DOD funding
bill, I helped insert and supported
a provision to repeal the 2001 and
2002 Authorizations for the Use
of Military Force (AUMF) and
to call for no war with Iran. The
House-passed National Defense
Authorization Act also included
the sunset of the 2002 AUMF. I
voted against the final versions of
these bills, which stripped all attempts to deal with these outdated
AUMFs.
I expect to hear the answers to
these questions immediately from
our Administration.”

Italian American Journal

GIA

To read GIA online

Visit www.giamondo.com

Servicing: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut,
Long Island, Florida, California, Boston, Switzerland and Italy

Call 718-592-2196

Pictured on the stage during the recital of the Pledge of Allegiance is Camila Noguera a Middle
College HS student at LaGuardia Community College who sang the National Anthem, District
Attorney staffers, Chief Judge of the State of New York and the Court of Appeals Judge Janet
DiFiore and clergy members from various faiths who gave invocations. Photo by Walter Karling.

Pheffer Amato, Addabbo, Miller & Ulrich Promote Unity
Assembly woman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D- Howard
Beach), State Senator Joseph
P. Addabbo, Assemblyman
Michael Miller, and New York
City Councilman Eric Ulrich
came together to throw a
holiday party at the Old
Mill Yacht Club, on Monday
December 16th, 2019. The
room was packed with close
to 100 people, as the four
legislators delivered remarks
calling for unity during the
holiday season and beyond.
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Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato Secures Byford Visit
O n Febr u a r y 6th, 2020
at the Rockaway YMCA Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer
Amato (D- South Queens) will
be hosting a Commuters Town
Hall with MTA New York City
Transit President Andy Byford.
“The purpose of this meeting is to give our commuters a
voice,” Pheffer Amato said. “As
I continue my #MassTransitMonday tours around my district
– I hear about their numerous
challenges, and journeys to and
from work. My constituents’
daily commutes are some of
the longest in the nation. That’s
why I am so excited for them,
and for us, to have this platform with President Byford. It
is extremely important that our
voices are heard, and challenges
considered as the MTA moves
forward with the modernization
of our entire public transportation system. We must take full
advantage of this opportunity.”
The national average for commuting in the United States is 26
minutes[1], but most Rockaway
commuters face commute times
of an hour or more,[2] provided
that all public transit and roads
are operating without any obstacles. The MTA has conducted
several town halls over the last
two years, but this will be their
first in Rockaway.
During a recent #MassTransit-
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Standing With Religious Leaders,
Community Members, And Elected
Officials, Gillibrand Speaks Out
Against Anti-Semitism Following
Horrific Attack

Gillibrand Hosted a Roundtable
at Ramapo Town Hall Near Monsey and Called for More Federal
Funding to Protect Nonprofits
and Educate the Public on the
Holocaust

Monday tour, Assemblywoman
Pheffer Amato spoke with students from Far Rockaway at the
Broad Channel subway station
on their way to school to discuss
why they take the subway from
Far Rockaway as opposed to the
local bus route.
Who: Assemblywoman Stacey

Pheffer Amato
W h a t: Ho s t i ng C om mut e r s
Town Hall with MTA New York
City Transit President Andy
Byford
When: Thursday February 6th,
2020 at 7:00pm
Where: Rockaway YMCA, 207
Beach 73rd Street Arverne,

WE’RE HIRING!

Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
today hosted a roundtable at
Ramapo Town Hall in Rockland
County to speak out against antiSemitism following the horrific
attack in Monsey. She heard directly from religious and community leaders, elected officials, and
advocates on Saturday’s attack in
Monsey, as well as other recent
attacks on the Jewish community.
She discussed ways to stop antiSemitism and protect the Jewish
community, calling for more
funding for the Nonprofit Security Grant Program and support
for the Never Again Education
Bill, which provides funding for
Holocaust education.
Below are Senator Gillibrand’s
remarks as prepared for delivery:
Thank you to everyone for
joining me.
We are gathered today in the
wake of the horrific attack on
the Jewish community here in
Monsey.
There are few things more heinous than attacking worshippers
as they celebrate their traditions,
culture, and values.
It is antithetical to our values
as New Yorkers.
We can attribute our state’s
strength and vibrancy to its many
diverse communities.
The ability of any New Yorker,
and any American, to worship
freely and without fear of violence
is an unshakeable tenet of our state
and our country.
But over the
last few years, we have witnessed
far too many attacks on Jewish
communities in our state, across
our country, and around the world.
In 2018, there were nearly 2000
anti-Semitic attacks in the United
States.
That is the third-highest number
of attacks since 1970 and twice as
many attacks as in 2015.
And in New York City, antiSemitic crimes have jumped by 21
percent in the last year.
These numbers are deeply disturbing and entirely unacceptable.
Today, I was honored to sit with
community leaders in Monsey and
Rockland County to hear from
them about solutions that would
help protect and support their
families and communities.
I am dedicated to working
with our Jewish communities to
combat and prevent anti-Semitic

violence across our state.
One of the ways we must do
that is by continuing to fight for
funding for the Nonprofit Security
Grant Program, or NSGP.
This program provides funding
to improve security for nonprofits
like synagogues, churches, and
mosques that are at high risk for
terror attacks.
I have fought for increases in
this funding for years, and just a
couple of weeks ago, I worked to
secure $90 million in funding for
the NSGP for 2020.
Importantly, this funding will
be accessible to non-urban communities here in Rockland for only
the third year ever.
In 2018, I fought to secure
expansion of the NSGP program
so that nonprofits in non-urban
areas are able to apply for these
important grants.
Congress just approved $40
million of funding for these nonurban communities for 2020.
I will continue to make this
funding a priority going forward,
so that our communities can be
more safe.
And my office will work with
our neighbors to ensure they know
how to apply and secure this vital
tool.
But the fact of the matter is,
we need to do more to protect our
Jewish communities and combat
anti-Semitism at its root.
That is why I have been a champion of the Never Again Education
Bill which would provide funding
for Holocaust education.
We must fight to pass this bill
because knowledge is the key to
combatting hate and violence.
However, too many communities are suffering.
That is why I am here today
talking to my constituents, to
community leaders, to the Jewish
community – to try to find new
and more comprehensive ways
we can fight for safer and more
inclusive communities for all New
Yorkers.
I have always been proud to
stand with the Jewish Community
and have been blessed to be included in their joyous celebrations
in the past.
And I will forever stand with
the community through those joyous times and will share in their
grief through these devastating
ones.
I won’t stop fighting until
all New Yorkers can worship
and live without prejudice and
violence and with inclusion and
acceptance.
Thank you.
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(Jan. 9 to Jan. 14)
Free food! Yes, the GingerBread
Lane giveaway is this week. Then
there are some subtle differences
with winter art, outsider art, and
naked art. Music is in the same
category with classical, chamber,
ensemble, and friendly. Finally,
Big Bird gets a proper send off.
● Jan. 9, Arrangement for a Silent Orchestra, Feb. 7. Julie Comnick’s New York debut exhibition
is a painting-and-video project
that explores the gradual dissolution of culture in contemporary
society through the symbolic ruin
of a personal and cultural icon,
the violin. On Jan. 9 at 5 pm, the
opening reception features a solo
violin performance of Beethoven’s
“Romance in F” by the artist and
original and re-worked music by
Alex Ring Grey. Gallery One at
The Factory LIC, 30-30 47th Ave.,
LIC, http://bit.ly/2shfbNF.
● Jan. 9, ART BreakOut, Feb.
27. This exhibition, “Unbound:
Authentic Visions and Voices,”
displays work by more than two
dozen “outsider artists.” The
pieces reflect a variety of themes
from personal and collective identity, trauma, loss and dislocation
to hope, healing, resilience, and
resistance. Opening reception on
Jan. 9 at 6 pm. The Local NYC,
13-02 44th Ave., LIC, http://bit.
ly/37yajCG.
● Jan. 9, Jeremy Dutton, 8 pm.
Presented as part of JCAL’s ongoing 2nd Thursday Night Jazz
program, percussionist Dutton is
poised to become the scene’s next
major musician. Jamaica Center
for Arts & Learning, 161-04 Jamaica Ave., http://bit.ly/39MC9wI.
● Jan. 10, Five Boroughs Music
Festival, 7:30 pm. The piano trio
Longleash marks the 250th anniversary of Beethoven’s birth
with two Beethoven piano trios
alongside contemporary responses
by John Zorn and Reiko Füting. Flushing Town Hall, 13735 Northern Blvd., http://bit.
ly/2sV7U6n.
● Jan. 11, Tribute to Caroll Spinney (Big Bird), 1 pm. For nearly
50 years, the recently deceased
Spinney was the man behind
Big Bird and Oscar the Grouch.
Sesame Street legends gather to
remember him and watch “I Am
Big Bird,” which features extraordinary footage of Spinney’s

earliest collaborations with Jim
Henson. Museum of the Moving
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s
Kaufman Arts District, http://bit.
ly/2FpCB6j.
● Jan. 11, An Evening of Chamber Music for Piano and Strings,
7 pm. Works by Chopin, Dvorak,
Brahms, and others with Musica
Reginae Productions pianist Barbara Podgurski and the original
members of the MRP Chamber Players – Cyrus Beroukhim
(violin), Robert Burkhart (cello),
and William Hakim (viola). The
Church-in-the-Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest Hills, http://bit.
ly/2EUJpbX.
●
Jan. 11, Native American
Pottery and Archaeology, 10:30
am. Use clay and pottery techniques to connect with historical
methods and learn more about
Native American tribes that lived
in Queens 400 years ago. Queens
Corona Library, 38-23 104th St.,
http://bit.ly/36wkS99.
● Jan. 11, Welcome to the Neighborhood, 11 am. A fun-filled day
of free activities, animal interactions, arts, crafts, musical fun,
and healthy refreshments. Alley
Pond Environmental Center’s
temporary location, 224-65 76th
Ave., Oakland Gardens, http://bit.
ly/2Qu2Y1m.
● Jan. 11, The Music of Friends,
4 pm. This interactive event for
children and their families explores chamber music with strings
and piano. The Church-in-theGardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest
Hills, http://bit.ly/2QQyxBl.
●
Jan. 12, GingerBread Lane
Giveaway, 2 pm. Employees break
down the annual smorgasbord
of gingerbread, royal icing, and
candy and give pieces to the public. Free with admission, but bring
a bag. First come, first serve until
it’s gone. Jon Lovitch, the creator
and chef, gives tips for gingerbread preservation at 1:30 pm.
New York Hall of Science, 47-01
111th St., Flushing Meadows Corona Park, http://bit.ly/2HdVCwd.
● Jan 12, Ne Zha, 11:30 am. A
big-screen showing of China’s
recent animated blockbuster that
features spectacular martial arts,
beautiful landscapes, and a story
adapted from a folk myth about
a misunderstood “demon” child
who must overcome his fate. Get

20 percent discounts with the
promo code “FAMILY20.” Museum of the Moving Image, 36-01
35th Ave., Astoria’s Kaufman Arts
District, http://bit.ly/2tvnCVQ.
● Jan. 12, Winter Art Show, Jan.
26. The 19th annual display features work by Queens-based artists in a variety of styles and mediums, including painting, drawing,
mixed media, and photography.
Viewing hours are ThursdaySunday, noon to 4 pm. Bayside
Historical Society, 208 Totten
Ave., http://bit.ly/2CZSNMQ.
● Jan. 12, A Tribute to Gilberto
Perez: Wagon Master, 2 pm. New
Yorker critic Richard Brody and
film scholar James Harvey watch
and discuss the movie “Wagon
Master.” Inspired by the 1880 Hole
in the Rock expedition, this lowbudget, star-less film renders the
Mormon journey to the San Juan
River in the form of a leisurely
folk epic, complete with a musical
chorus provided by the Sons of the
Pioneers. Museum of the Moving
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s
Kaufman Arts District, http://bit.
ly/39MdBE4.
● Jan. 13, Oratorio Society of
Queens, 7 pm. Open auditions to
join this time-honored ensemble
as it prepares for an annual spring
concert. Event repeats on Jan. 20.
Temple Beth Sholom, 172nd Street
and Northern Boulevard, Flushing, http://bit.ly/2LPO6EZ.
● Jan. 13, Live Drawing with
Models, 6 pm. Adults draw from a
live nude model in a relaxing, nonjudgmental environment. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern
Blvd., http://bit.ly/36vGdzv.
Last Chance
Curators’ Choice, until Jan. 12.
The best new cinema as selected
by Curator of Film Eric Hynes
and Assistant Curator of Film Edo
Choi. The annual series shows
36 movies, including box office
hits, festival favorites, direct-tostreaming releases, and international art pieces. Museum of the
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave.,
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District,
http://bit.ly/2YISTQD.
The “It’s In Queens” column is
produced by the Queens Tourism
Council with the hope that readers
will enjoy the borough’s wonderful attractions. More info at www.
itsinqueens.com.

Queens Taste 2020! Calling All Top Chefs, Beverage
Purveyors, Specialty Food Makers
Annual Bash to Return to New
York Hall of Science on May 5
Eat, drink, be merry, and meet
wonderful people at the borough’s
best culinary-networking event
of year.
The Queens Economic Development Corporation (QEDC)
and the Queens Tourism Council
(QTC) are happy to announce that
Queens Taste 2020 will take place
at the New York Hall of Science in
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
on Tuesday, May 5, from 6 pm

to 9 pm.
More than 700 people are expected to sample products from
local restaurants, shops, and artisan food makers during the 18th
annual event. They will also listen
to live music and meet many of
the borough’s business and civic
leaders.
Registration is ongoing, but
attendees can expect to bounce
around from table to table, trying
Brazilian, Caribbean, Chinese,
Colombian, Ecuadorian, Filipino,
French, Indian, Italian, Kosher,

Malaysian, Mexican, Taiwanese,
and Thai cuisines.
Beverages will come from
international brands, local breweries, and craft coffee outlets. Plus,
clients at QEDC’s food incubator,
the Entrepreneur Space, will offer
their artisan desserts, chocolates,
sauces, and hors d’oeuvres. Finally, the Afro-Latineers Band
will play festive music from various genres.
In other words, it’s the perfect
(Continued on page 10)

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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MTA Releases Draft Plan to Dramatically Redraw
Queens Bus Network for First Time in 100 Years
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) has announced the release of a draft
plan for the Queens Bus Network
Redesign, a key milestone in a
customer-focused process to reimagine the century-old Queens
bus system to better serve customers, shorten commute times,
speed up buses, increase intermodal connections and provide
more frequency and choices to
travel within the borough and
to Brooklyn, Manhattan and the
Bronx. The MTA will continue
its extensive public outreach as it
presents the draft plan to Queens
communities and seeks feedback
for a bus network that was truly
redrawn with a “blank-slate” approach.
“Improving bus service is one
of the pillars of our Fast Forward
plan to transform every aspect of
New York’s transit service, and
the single most important initiative to do that in the bus element
of the plan is to redesign every
borough’s bus network so that it
works for customers,” said MTA
NYC Transit President Andy Byford. “We are very excited about
this draft plan for Queens buses
because it is a true reimagination
of the routes that incorporates the
earned knowledge of customers,
our ground personnel and operations staff to create a new foundation of bus service in Queens.”
The Queens Bus Network
Redesign’s draft plan sought to
address customer concerns that
were expressed during public outreach of the redesign’s Existing
Conditions report, which sought
to accurately depict the status,
operations and flaws of the current Queens bus network using
customer feedback, ridership and
demographics data, and service
performance and operations data.
The redesign’s goals included:
• Improving service reliability
• Improving bus speeds
• Expanding bus priority such as
bus lanes and use of traffic signal
priority technology by working
with New York City Department
of Transportation (NYC DOT)
• Improving traffic enforcement
through use of MTA’s automated
bus lane enforcement initiative
and close collaboration with NYC
DOT and NYPD
• Improving connectivity at population centers and destinations,
at intermodal transfer locations,
and at emerging residential and
commercial developments
•
Balancing bus stop spacing
from an average of 850 feet apart
to 1,400 feet by consolidating or
removing closely spaced or underutilized bus stops. On average,
a bus takes 20 seconds to more
than 1 minute to pull into a bus
stop and then reenter traffic. NYC
Transit bus stops are the closestspaced in the country, some of
which are as close as two blocks
apart. When reviewing candidates
for stops, NYC Transit considers
factors such as geography and
proximity to schools, colleges,
hospitals, community centers,
libraries or senior centers
•
Improving connections between areas with high densities
of residents with mobility impairments and existing and future
accessible subway stations

• Working with the NYC DOT
to improve bus stop accessibility
and customer amenities such as
shelters, bus bulbs and real-time
digital service information signs
Under the Fast Forward plan to
improve bus service, NYC Transit
is redesigning the bus networks in
every borough of New York City,
starting with the Staten Island Express Bus Redesign that was implemented in August 2018 and has
resulted in tangible improvements
in bus speeds and reliability, and
increases in frequency and trips.
The MTA recently released the
proposed final plan for the Bronx
Bus Network Redesign, and also
recently launched the Brooklyn
Bus Network Redesign.
Before proposing the draft redesign plan for Queens, the MTA
conducted a thorough study of the
existing bus network, surveyed
customers in person and online,
provided nearly 11,000 informational pamphlets, and hosted nine
open houses, 12 street outreach
events, 11 meetings with civics
groups and seven community
boards to gather feedback on customers’ commuting patterns and
itinerary suggestions. The MTA
also took into consideration the
results of nearly 2,000 online
customer surveys specific to
the Queens redesign. The study
identified areas to target for
change, such as neighborhood
route improvements, individual
route improvements to provide
more direct service, balanced stop
spacing and improved crosstown
connections.
The draft proposal seeks to
completely redraw the bus routes,
which were mostly unchanged
since they were converted from
old trolley lines from the turn of
the 20th century or consolidated
from private bus companies that
began serving Queens in the
1910s. Many of those companies
ser ved three central hubs in
Queens, leading to three separate spoke-and-wheel networks
to Flushing, Jamaica and Long
Island City that severely limited
the coverage area. The draft plan
takes into consideration the service performance of each bus
route, the speed, ridership and
reliability on key corridors, and
how individual routes contribute
to the larger network. Recommendations were developed in
collaboration with NYC DOT,
with focus given to identifying
key corridors where roadway
treatments and traffic signal improvements can be implemented
to expand bus priority and better support sustainable, all-day
bus service. The details of NYC
DOT’s proposed bus priority
plan for Queens are included in
the draft plan for the Queens Bus
Network Redesign.
LEARN ABOUT IT
The Queens Bus Network Redesign draft plan is available to
review on the MTA’s dedicated
website for the project: https://
new.mta.info/queensbusredesign.
The website will include many
interactive features to encourage
customers to comment on the
draft plan, such as:
•
The full draft plan with
individual profiles for every route
in the proposed new network

•
A digital look-ahead
trip planner programmed with
proposals from the draft plan,
allowing customers to build hypothetical itineraries using proposals detailed in the draft plan
•
A compa r ison cha r t
showing existing route compared
to the new routes proposed in the
draft plan
•
A web-based app called
Remix, which displays a map of
the proposed new network with
interactive features allowing the
public to explore the proposals on
the map and leave comments on
specific routes and stops
•
MetroQuest, an online
survey to leave comments on the
draft plan
TALK ABOUT IT
The redesign process is iterative,
and the MTA will host outreach
sessions at major subway stations
and bus transfer points across
Queens in January and public
workshops in January and February to provide customers with
information on the proposals in
the draft plan. Residents can ask
questions and provide feedback
on the proposed redesigned routes
and bus stops. The interactive
public workshops do not have
scheduled programming such as a
presentation, allowing customers
to drop in at their convenience.
The calendar of public outreach
on the Queens draft plan is below. Additional events, such as
community board meetings, will
be added to the Queens Bus Network Redesign website as they are
confirmed:
Saturday, Jan. 11, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.,
Queens Center Mall
(Woodhaven Blvd
or by bus:
Q11, Q21, Q29, Q38, Q52/53 SBS,
Q59, Q60, Q88, QM10, QM11,
QM40)
Monday, Jan. 13, 4-7 p.m., Sutphin Blvd-Archer Ave.
Tuesday, Jan. 14, 6-9 a.m., Rockaway Blvd.
Wednesday, Jan. 15, 6-9 a.m.,
Court Sq-23 St.
Thursday, Jan. 16, 4-7 p.m., Beach
54 St.
Tuesday, Jan. 21, 6-8 p.m., Greater Ridgewood Youth Council
59-03 Summerfield Street, Ridgewood
Wednesday, Jan. 22, 6-8 p.m.,
Queens Flushing Library
41-17 Main Street, Flushing
Thursday, Jan. 23, 6:30-8:30 p.m.,
SUNY Queens Educational Opportunity Center
158-29 Archer Avenue, Jamaica
Tuesday, Jan. 28, 6-8 p.m.
Queens Borough Hall
120-55 Queens Boulevard, Kew
Gardens
Wednesday, Jan. 29, 6-8 p.m.,
J.H.S. 202 Robert H. Goddard
138-30 Lafayette Street, Ozone
Park
Thursday, Jan. 30, 6-8 p.m.,
Langston Hughes Library and
Cultural Center
100- 01 Nor ther n Boulevard,
Corona
Tuesday, Feb. 4, 6-8 p.m.
Jacob Riis Settlement
10-25 41st Avenue, Long Island
City
Wednesday, Feb. 5, 6:30-8:30
p.m., RISE/Rockaway Waterfront
Alliance
58-03 Rockaway Beach Boulevard, Far Rockaway
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District Attorney Melinda Katz
Announces New Initiatives, Policies ...
(Continued from page 4)
torney with the Innocence Project
for the last 7 years, he handled
a national docket of 25-30 cases
focusing on DNA testing and
other forensic science evidence.
Mr. Benjet has worked with a
variety of Conviction Integrity
Units around the country. At the
Innocence Project, he trained
other lawyers on issues related
forensic science and served as a
clinical professor at the Benjamin
N. Cardozo School of Law. Mr.
Benjet began his career at the
Texas Defender Service and subsequently served as a staff attorney at the Third District Court of
Appeals in Austin, Texas. Before
moving to New York to work with
the Innocence Project, Mr. Benjet
maintained a broad civil litigation
practice at the law firm Hull Henricks, LLP, while also representing
2 imprisoned clients seeking to
establish their innocence.
Angela Albertus, Executive
Assistant District Attorney of
the Criminal Practice and Policy
Division
A graduate of Fordham University School of Law, Ms. Albertus
has spent the last 14 years with the
New York City Law Department.
Most recently, she was the Chief
of the Law Department’s Family
Court Division, where she handled
more than 5,000 cases a year and
oversaw the implementation of the
historic Raise the Age Law. Ms.
Albertus led the Division’s initiatives from expanding diversion
programs to increasing community outreach. Ms. Albertus has
been an adjunct clinical professor at the Benjamin N. Cardozo
School of Law. She was the Chief
of Staff and Assistant General
Counsel at the City’s Administration for Children’s Services, the
Executive Director for the Mayor’s
Commission to Combat Family
Violence and an Assistant District Attorney in the Manhattan
District Attorney’s Office.
Pishoy Yacoub, Executive Assistant District Attorney of the
Supreme Court Trial Division
A graduate of both St. John’s
University School of Law and
Temple University School of Law,
Mr. Yacoub has been a prosecutor for more than 14 years. Mr.
Yacoub joined the Bronx District
Attorney’s Office in 2005 and
has tried numerous cases ranging from murder to high-profile
corruption cases in various bureaus, including Criminal Court,
General Crimes Felony, Gang/
Major Case and Public Integrity.
He also successfully tried a case
in Federal Court in the Southern District of New York. Mr.
Yacoub also received an LL.M.
in Trial Advocacy from Temple
University School of Law. Since
2016, he has served as the Chief
of Litigation Training, where he
created training programs for
all prosecutors in the office and
teaches CLE courses all over New
York State and beyond in ethics,
case management, criminal law
and procedure and more. Mr.

Yacoub also teaches as an adjunct
professor at St. John’s University
School of Law.
Johnnette Traill, Executive
Assistant District Attorney of the
Appeals and Special Litigation
Division
A 27-year veteran prosecutor with
the Queens District Attorney’s
Office, Ms. Traill has briefed,
argued, edited and supervised
more than 1,000 criminal appeals
and federal habeas corpus as both
appellant and respondent in the
New York Court of Appeals, the
United States Court of Appeals
for the Second Circuit, the United
States District Court for the Eastern District of New York and the
Appellate Division, Second Department. She had been the Chief
of the Appeals Bureau since 2014.
Daniel Saunders, Executive
Assistant District Attorney of the
Major Crimes Division
Mr. Saunders attended Cornell
University followed by Brooklyn
Law School and has more than 38
years experience as a prosecutor.
In 1981, he joined the Brooklyn
District Attorney’s Office and
worked in its Criminal Court,
Investigations, Grand Jury, Transit Crime and Major Offense
Bureaus. He moved over to the
Homicide Bureau and eventually
became the Deputy Bureau Chief.
In 1992, Mr. Saunders joined the
Queens District Attorney’s Office and has overseen the Major
Crimes Division for the last 3
years. He has prosecuted some of
the most tragic cases in Queens
County, including the Wendy’s
Massacre in May of 2000 and
more recently the prosecution
of the defendant who shot and
killed NYPD Police Officer Brian
Moore.
Colleen Babb, Executive Assistant District Attorney for the
Community Partnerships Division
Ms. Babb has more than 25
years of experience in criminal
justice, particularly related to adolescents. As the Queens Borough
Chief of the New York City Law
Department-Office of Corporation Counsel, Ms. Babb was the
legal, strategic and policy advisor
for the office. She assisted in the
development and implementation
of the Raise the Age Law. She
supervised the overall operations
of the office, including managing attorneys, their cases and
the disposition of those cases. In
1994, Ms. Babb became an assistant district attorney with the
Brooklyn District Attorney’s Office, where she tried more than 30
felony cases, including homicides
and sex offenses. Ms. Babb promotions included becoming the
Deputy Bureau Chief of the Early
Case Assessment Bureau, the
Deputy Bureau Chief of Criminal Court, Grand Jury, the First
Deputy Bureau Chief of Major
Narcotics Investigations and ultimately the Executive Assistant
District Attorney of the School
Advocacy Bureau, where she was
responsible for all prosecutions of
school-related crimes and juvenile
offenders cases in Kings County.
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Ring in the Lunar New Year with a Spectacular
Celebration at Resorts World Casino NY City
Welcome the Year of the
Rat during the 2020 Lunar
New Year celebration at
Resorts World Casino New
York City! Co-organized
by Multicult ural Radio
Broadcasting (MRBI), the
Chinese Media Group also
known as 1480 AM/1380
AM, the bash will feature a
Pre-Lunar New Year Gala,
a Blessing Ceremony Lion
Dance, and a Bus Red Envelope Giveaway. Resorts
World Casino’s main entrance will be decorated
for the new year with many
symbols of prosperity, good
fortune, and happiness.
The Pre-Lunar New Year
Gala will feature a flower
market and family-oriented
holiday activities, such as
live pet fish, massages,
and over 35 vendors with
cultural merchandise. The
event will be broadcast live
on radio channel 1380 AM
(Mandarin) and 1480 AM
(Cantonese). Live entertainment will also be provided.
At the casino’s main
entrance, visitors can watch
the Blessing Ceremony Lion

Dance, one of the most
important Lunar New Year
traditions. A “Fortune God”
will also hand out lucky
red envelopes with money
inside. This promotion will
be limited to the first 500
guests.
The celebration will also
include the Lunar New Year
Qualifier & Final Slot Tournament. RWNYC guests
who earn 88 points can print
out an entry each day of the
tournament to participate
in the qualifier. The tournament’s top 200 scorers
will be invited to play in
the Lunar New Year’s Final
Slot Tournament on Sunday,
January 26, 2020. The firstplace winner will take home
a cash prize, while second
and third place winners will
receive points and free play.
Everything wraps up
with a Bus Red Envelope
Giveaway, a promotion extended to any guests taking the RWCNYC Casino
Bus during the first 7 days
of the Lunar New Year.
Guests who earn 28 points
can redeem a voucher for

a red envelope with $8 inside. Red envelopes will
be distributed at the bus
lobby, on a first come, first
served basis, limited to the
first 1,000 guests on each
promotion date.
WHAT: Lunar New Year at
Resorts World Casino New
York City
WHEN: Pre-Lunar New
Year Gala, January 18th and
19th, 2020, 11 AM – 6 PM
The Blessing Ceremony
Lion Dance, January 25th,
2020, 12 PM – 2 PM
Lunar New Year Qualifier
Slot Tournament
January 23 – January 25th,
2020
4 PM – 7 PM
Lunar New Year Final Slot
Tournament
January 26, 2020
4 PM – 7 PM
Bus Red Envelope Giveaway
January 25th – January
31st, 2020
WHERE: Resorts World
Casino New York City –
Central Park Event Space,
110-00 Rockway Blvd.,
Jamaica, New York 11420

Queens Taste 2020! Calling All Top Chefs,
Beverage Purveyors, Specialty Food Makers
(Continued from page 8)
place to celebrate Cinco de
Mayo.
It’s a lot of fun, but it also
supports a good cause. All
proceeds support QEDC, a
nonprofit whose mission is
to create, attract, and retain
jobs in Queens, and QTC,
which promotes the borough
as a great place to stay, dine,
shop, and enjoy culture.
Tickets cost $125 each

(two for $200), but as QEDC
is a 501 (c) (3) nonprofit,
they are partially tax deductible as permitted by
law.
This year’s list is not
complete, but past sponsors have included Blumenfeld Development Group,
Capital One Bank, Con
Edison, Delta Air Lines,
Kaufman Astoria Studios,
L&D Development, LaGuardia Gateway Partners,

Macerich, The Mattone
Group, Metropolitan Bank
, New York Mets, Peoples
United Bank, Plaxall, The
Port Authority of NY &
NJ, Resorts World Casino
New York City, Santander
Bank, Silvercup Studios,
TD Bank, TF Cornerstone,
Triangle Equities, USTA,
United Customs Service,
and Webline Designs.
More information is at
www.thequeenstaste.com.

Pheffer Amato Promotes Daniel Randell to
Deputy Chief of Staff
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (DRockaway Beach) today
announced that Daniel Randell, former Legislative
and Community Affairs
Coordinator, will now hold
the position of Deputy Chief
of Staff within her office.
Randell joined Pheffer
Amato’s team in January
of 2017 as a Community
Liaison and has gained
extensive experience in
the Assembly legislative
process, as well as handling
cases large and small with
constituents, civic asso-

ciations and government
agencies.
A Queens native, Randell
began his legislative career
as an intern in the State
Assembly in 2014, while attending SUNY Albany. After graduating from SUNY
Albany with a bachelor’s
degree in Political Science,
Randell went on to work as
a Real Estate Coordinator
with MTA Capital Construction. Randell studied
Public Administration at
Baruch College, graduating
with his Masters of Public
Administration in 2017

while working part-time in
Pheffer Amato’s office.
“Danny is such a valuable
asset to Team Stacey and I
am thrilled he has been a
part of my team since day
one. Danny is completely
committed to serving the
23rd Assembly District and
is extremely dedicated to his
work,” Pheffer Amato said.
“Danny’s strong work ethic,
dedication, and capacity for
management have earned
him this role and I am sure
that as Deputy Chief of
Staff, Danny will continue
to serve effectively.”

Cuomo Announces 3-Year Ban For Subway Pervs
Gov. Andrew Cuomo
proposed a three-year ban
for serial sex offenders who
repeatedly violate riders
on the city subway system
Tuesday, as part of his 2020
State of the State address.
Cuomo doubled down
his past promises to ban
perverts from entering the
MTA subway, bus and rail
systems ahead of his annual SOS speech in Albany

Wednesday.
“MTA riders deserve to
feel safe, and we have an obligation to ensure they will
not be targeted by sex offenders,” the governor said.
“Enough is enough. If
we want our public transit
system to improve, we need
balance between someone’s right to access public
transit and the riders’ right
to safety, which is why I

am proposing a three-year
ban from the MTA transit
systems as a penalty for
individuals who repeatedly
engage in this abhorrent
behavior.”
The legislation would
let the MTA bar creeps that
violate the agency’s code
of conduct with sexual offenses and those who are
Level Three, high risk sex
offenders.
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SUPREME COURT OF
THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF QUEENS
INDEX NO. 706162/2016
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
Plaintiff,
Plaintiff designates QUEENS
as the place of trial situs of the
real property
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Mortgaged Premises:
14-28 PINSON STREET
FAR ROCKAWAY, NY 11691
Block: 15651
Lot: 22
vs.
GERARD CARTER, AS
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF
THE ESTATE OF LORENZO
SIMMONS AND AS HEIR
A N D D I S T R I B U T E E TO
THE ESTATE OF NANCY
SIMMONS; DEBOR AH
EDWARDS, AS HEIR AND
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE
E S TAT E O F L O R E N Z O
SIMMONS AND AS HEIR
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF
THE ESTATE OF NANCY
SIMMONS; RENEE NELSON,
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE
O F T H E E S TAT E O F
LORENZO SIMMONS;
JASMINE ROUNDTREE, AS
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF
THE ESTATE OF LORENZO
SIMMONS, CONSTANCE
ANDERSON AS HEIR AND
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE
E S TAT E O F L O R E N Z O
SIMMONS, any and all persons
unknown to plaintiff, claiming,
or who may claim to have an
interest in, or general or specific
lien upon the real property
described in this action; such
un k n ow n p e r s o ns b e i n g
herein generally described
and intended to be included
in the following designation,
namely: the wife, widow,
husband, widower, heirs at
law, next of kin, descendants,
executors, administrators,
devisees, legatees, creditors,
trustees, committees, lienors,
and assignees of such
deceased, any and all persons
deriving interest in or lien upon,
or title to said real property
by, through or under them,
or either of them, and their
respective wives, widows,
husbands, widowers, heirs at
law, next of kin, descendants,
executors, administrators,
devisees, legatees, creditors,
trustees, committees, lienors
and assigns, all of whom
and whose names, except
as stated, are unknown to
plaintiff; TERRANCE CARTER
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE
OF THE ESTATE OF NANCY
SIMMONS; KEVIN CARTER
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE
OF THE ESTATE OF NANCY
SIMMONS, any and all persons
unknown to plaintiff, claiming,
or who may claim to have an
interest in, or general or specific
lien upon the real property
described in this action; such
un k n ow n p e r s o ns b e i n g
herein generally described
and intended to be included
in the following designation,
namely: the wife, widow,
husband, widower, heirs at
law, next of kin, descendants,
executors, administrators,
devisees, legatees, creditors,
trustees, committees, lienors,
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and assignees of such
deceased, any and all persons
deriving interest in or lien upon,
or title to said real property
by, through or under them,
or either of them, and their
respective wives, widows,
husbands, widowers, heirs at
law, next of kin, descendants,
executors, administrators,
devisees, legatees, creditors,
trustees, committees, lienors
and assigns, all of whom
and whose names, except
as stated, are unknown to
plaintiff; SECRETARY OF
HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT; COLUMBUS
104.LLC; CRIMINAL COURT
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK;
NEW YORK CITY PARKING
VIOLATIONS BUREAU; NEW
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT
O F TA X AT I O N A N D
FINANCE; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA; AUDREY I.
PHEFFER, IN HER CAPACITY
AS QUEENS COUNT Y
CLERK, ENVIORNMENTAL
CONTROL BOARD,
“JOHN DOE #1” through
“JOHN DOE #12,” the last
twelve names being fictitious
and unknown to plaintiff, the
persons or parties intended
being the tenants, occupants,
persons or corporations, if any,
having or claiming an interest
in or lien upon the premises,
described in the complaint,
Defendant(s).
Defendant(s)
To t he above named
Defendants
YO U A R E H E R E B Y
SUMMONED to answer the
complaint in this action and to
serve a copy of your answer, or,
if the complaint is not served
with this summons, to serve
a notice of appearance on the
Plaintiff’s Attorney within 20
days after the service of this
summons, exclusive of the day
of service (or within 30 days
after the service is complete if
this summons is not personally
delivered to you within the State
of New York) in the event the
United States of America is
made a party defendant, the
time to answer for the said
United States of America shall
not expire until (60) days after
service of the Summons; and
in case of your failure to appear
or answer, judgment will be
taken against you by default
for the relief demanded in the
complaint.
NOTICE OF NATURE
OF ACTION AND RELIEF
SOUGHT
THE OBJECT of the above
caption action is to foreclose
a Mortgage to secure the
sum of $750,0 0 0.0 0 and
interest, recorded on July 2,
2009, at Instrument number
2009000201922, of the Public
Records of QUEENS County,
New York, covering premises
known as 14 -28 PINSON
STREET, FAR ROCKAWAY,
NY 11691.
The relief sought in the
within action is a final judgment
directing the sale of the
premises described above to
satisfy the debt secured by the
Mortgage described above.
QUEENS County is designated
as the place of trial because the

real property affected by this
action is located in said county.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF
LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to this
summons and complaint by
serving a copy of the answer on
the attorney for the mortgage
c o m p a ny w h o f i l e d t h i s
foreclosure proceeding against
you and filing the answer with
the court, a default judgment
may be entered and you can
lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to
the court where your case is
pending for further information
on how to answer the summons
and protect your property.
Sending a payment to the
mortgage company will not stop
the foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND
BY SERVING A COPY OF
T H E A N SW ER O N T H E
AT T O R N E Y F O R T H E
PL AINTIFF (MORTGAGE
COMPANY) AND FILING THE
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
RAS BORISKIN, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
900 Merchants Concourse,
Suite 106
Westbury, NY 11590
516-280-7675
1/2,9,16&23/2020

Statement from
New York City
Comptroller
Scott M.
Stringer on
Bombardier
R179 Subway
Cars
“The New York City
subway riders who foot
the bill for the MTA’s $600
million contract with Bombardier were promised new,
state-of-the-art train cars to
help modernize our ailing
transit system. Now, all
the cars that were delivered
so far have been pulled
from service due to critical defects. It is completely
unacceptable.
“Last month my office released an audit that
exposed how this contract
became three years behind
schedule and cost taxpayers millions of additional
dollars. Our investigation
revealed layers of mismanagement in the MTA’s
oversight of the contract
— repeated failures to meet
contract deadlines and requirements, poor project
management and technical
breakdow ns, st r uct u ral
defects that delayed cars
being put into service, and
several earlier structural
problems that caused some
of these trains to be pulled
from service.
“Bombardier sold us
lemons. Straphangers need
the MTA to manage these
contracts from the beginning — before the trains go
off the rails.”
www.queenstimes.com
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11 E A S T 1 0 T H R O A D ,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
11/25/2019. Cty: Queens.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to 334 Cross Bay
Blvd., Broad Channel, NY
11693. General Purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

TOP TITLE SERVICES, LLC
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. of State
of NY 10/21/19. Off. Loc .:
Queens Co. SSNY designated
as agent upon whom process
may be served & shall mail
proc.: c/o Jason Gomez,
219 - 21 Jamaica Avenue,
Queens Village, NY 11428.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

622 CHESTER LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY ) 9/13/2019.
Cty: QUEENS. SSNY
desig. as agent upon whom
pr o c e s s against may b e
served & shall mail process
to 180 -34 UNION TPKE.,
FRESH ME ADOWS, NY
11366. General Purpose.
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

Notice of Qualification of
CIVICPLUS, LLC A ppl.
for Auth. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
12/09/19. Office location:
Queens County. LLC formed
in Kansas (KS) on 07/08/98.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to
Corporation Ser vice Co.,
80 State St., Albany, NY
12207-25 43. KS addr. of
LLC: 302 S. Fourth St., Ste.
500, Manhattan, KS 66502.
Cert. of Form. filed with KS
Secy. of State, 120 SW 10th
Ave., Topeka, KS 66612.
Purpose: To provide software
as a ser vice and related
professional services, such
as training and consulting with
regard to the same, to state
and local municipalities.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of formation of Globaltek
LLC article of organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York SSNY on 08/16/2019
of f ice located in Queens
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 169-04
140 Ave, Jamaica NY 11434.
Purpose any lawful purpose.
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

132 LA SOLIKA LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY ) 9/13/2019.
Cty: QUEENS. SSNY
desig. as agent upon whom
pr o c e s s against may b e
served & shall mail process
to 180 -34 UNION TPKE.,
FRESH ME ADOWS, NY
11366. General Purpose.
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

Notice of Formation of JZ
Parsons Property LLC. filed
with SSNY on 11/12/2019.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to JZ Parsons
Property LLC, 140-35 Beech
Ave, 7R, Flushing, NY 11355.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

in fact for WILMINGTON
SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY,
FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA
TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY
BUT AS T RUSTEE FO R
PRETIUM MORTGAGE
ACQUISITION TRUST, a
corporation organized and
existing under the laws of the
United States of America, who
is domiciled at 15480 Laguna
Canyon Road, Suite 100,
Irvine, CA 92618; YOU ARE
HEREBY CITED TO SHOW
CAUSE before the Surrogate’s
Court, Queens County, at 8811 Sutphin Blvd., Jamaica, NY
11435 on February 6TH, 2020
at 9:30 o’clock in the fore noon
of that day, why a decree should
not be made in the estate
of MANUEL FERRIN a/k/a
MANUEL FERRIN, JR. lately
domiciled at 47-43 163rd Street,
Flushing, New York 11358, in
the County of Queens, State
of New York, granting Limited
Letters of Administration upon
the estate of the decedent
to Maria Avidano, or any
eligible distributee, or upon
their failure to qualify, to the
Public Administrator of Queens
County, and if permitted to
renounce then to Petitioner’s
nominee, Oscar A. Prieto,
upon duly qualifying, limited to
accepting service of process
on behalf of the estate of the
deceased in a foreclosure
action on a Consolidation,
Extension, and Modification
A g r e e m e n t h e l d by t h e
petitioner, its successor and/
or assigns, dated January 15,
1993 and recorded at Book
3556, Page 2156 in the Office
of the City Register of the
City of New York on May 3,
1993 in the original principal
balance of $233,866.10, on
the Decedent’s real property
located at 85-35 58TH Avenue,
Elmhurst, NY 11373. HON.
PETER J. KELLY, Surrogate,
James Lin Becker, Chief Clerk
Dated, Attested and Sealed,
December 10TH, 2019. Name
of Attorney for Petitioner: Gross
Polowy, LLC Tel. No. 716 2041700 Address of Attorney: 900
Merchants Concourse, Suite
201, Westbury, New York 11590
Note: This citation is served
upon you as required by law.
You are not required to appear.
If you fail to appear it will be
assumed, you do not object to
the relief requested. You have
a right to have an attorneyat-law appear for you. 67199.
12/19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
MORPHO SERVICES LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
01/01/2020. Office location:
Q u e e ns C o unt y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: 8909 32nd Avenue, Apt C7,
East Elmhurst, NY 11369.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020

EX HOLDINGS LLC, Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 12/13/2019. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: Denis
Xhari and Anila Celi, 24-65
46th Street, Astoria, NY 11103.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020
Notice of formation of PRISTINE
MAINTENANCE SVC LLC
article of organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 10/08/2019 office
located in Queens SSNY has
been designated for service of
process. SSNY shall mail copy
of any process served against
the LLC 61-11 64th Street,
Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose any lawful purpose.
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020
CAMPOVERDE PROPERTIES
L LC , A r t s o f O r g . f i l e d
with Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY ) 10/31/2019. Ct y:
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 85-29
86TH ST, WOODHAVEN,
NY 11421. General Purpose.
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020
BC 14 REALTY LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
10/11/17. Office: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to the
LLC, 104-14 37th Drive, Corona,
NY 11368. The registered agent
address is c/o NHP Business
Management Services Inc.,
229 Jericho Turnpike, New
H y d e P a r k , N Y 110 4 0 .
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

LEN N Y ’S WEST IN DIA N
COOKHOUSE LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 9/12/2019. Cty:
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to 112-06 LIBERTY
AVE., RICHMOND HILLS,
NY 11419. General Purpose.
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020
S H R I S A I G R O U P L LC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 11/13/2019.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
desig. agent of LLC whom
process may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to 10-02
44th Dr., Long Island City,
NY 11101, which is also the
principal business location.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020
JT WOODSIDE LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 01/08/14. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC,
39-07 Prince Street, Suite
5C, Flushing, NY 1135 4.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020
11 EAST 10TH ROAD, LLC,
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY) 11/25/2019.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to 334 Cross
Bay Blvd., Broad Channel,
NY 11693. General Purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020
Forward Heating of Maspeth
LLC filed Arts. of Org. with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 11/27/19. County: Queens.
SSNY has been designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served and shall mail process
to: c/o Ochs & Goldberg, LLP,
60 E. 42nd St, Ste 4600, NY,
NY 10165. Purpose: any lawful
act. 1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020

2931 BRUCKNER BLVD LLC,
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY) 11/15/2019.
Cty: QUEENS. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to 9-22 119TH
ST., COLLEGE POINT, NY
11356. General Purpose.
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020
HULA CAB LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 11/8/2019. Cty:
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to MICHAEL
LEVINE, 25-11 41ST AVENUE,
LONG ISL AND CIT Y, NY
11101. General Purpose.
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020
Notice of Formation of THE
PHOENIX WITHIN LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 11/01/19.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
117-03 Sutter Avenue, South
O zo n e Par k , N Y 1142 0.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020
Notice of Formation of 47-27
VERNON BLVD LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 12/11/19. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o Holm & O’Hara LLP, Attn:
Michael L. Landsman, 3 West
35th St., 9th Fl., NY, NY 10001.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020
V & S 3800 LLC Articles of
Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 4/10/2019. Office in
Queens Co. SSNY desig.
agent of LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 172-14 89th
Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020
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P O P C U LT U R A L LY
AWK WARD LLC. Ar ts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
11/19/2019. Office: Queens
County. Elizabeth Grammaticas
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to Elizabeth Grammaticas
at 16 8 9 G ates Ave, A pt
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020
Notice of formation of CREATE
ACCOUNT LLC. Art. of Org.
filed with the Secretary of
State of New York SSNY on
12/17/2019. Office: Queens
Count y. SSNY has been
designated for ser vice of
process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC to 14480
Sanford Ave #4K Flushing NY
11355. Purpose: e-commerce.
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020
Notice of formation of KEMET
ASSETS LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with the Sec. of State
of NY SSNY on 10/22/2019.
Of fice located in Queens
C ount y. SSN Y has been
designated for ser vice of
process. SSNY shall mail
p r o c e s s t o 107- 41 8 8 t h
Street, Queens, NY 11417 .
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020
SOTOS 1972 LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty:
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to SOTIRIOS
M . B I S B I K I S , 3 610 17 2
STREET, FLUSHING, NY
11358. General Purpose.
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020
File No. 2018 - 5649
ADMINISTRATION CITATION
S U R R O G AT E ’ S C O U R T
QUEENS COUNTY CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK, By the Grace of
God Free and Independent, TO:
To the heirs at law, next of kin,
and distributees of MANUEL
F E R R I N a / k /a M A N U E L
FERRIN, JR. deceased, if
living, and if any of them be
dead to the heirs at law, next
of kin, distributees, legatees,
executors, administrators,
assignees and successors
in interest whose names
are unknown and cannot be
ascertained after due diligence
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR
OF QUEENS COUNT Y
MARIA AVIDANO A petition
having been duly f iled
by RUSH M O RE LOA N
MANAGEMENT SERVICES
LLC, as appointed attorney

Notice of Formation of Lowy &
Donnath Technical Service LLC
amended to Lowy & Donnath
Technical Services LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 12/9/19.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 10-37 49th Ave,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020

Notice of formation of LIC
BALLROOM LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 07/29/2019. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for ser vice of process.
SSNY shall mail copy of any
process served against the
LLC 23-10 Jackson Ave, 3FL,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020
BHNGLN LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 01/03/2020.
Office loc: Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
Ber tram H. Nisonof f, 8110 Chev y Chase Street,
Jamaica Estates, NY 11423.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020

NYC & Company
Announces NYC
Winter Outing
Tickets Now
On Sale
NYC & Company, New
York City’s official destination marketing organization today announced NYC
Winter OutingSM tickets and
reservations are bookable at
nycgo.com/nyc-winter-outing. Originally launched in
January 2019 to inspire overnight trips during the winter
months, NYC Winter Outing
combines NYC & Company’s three signature programs
from January 21-February
9, 2020— NYC Restaurant
Week®, NYC Broadway
WeekSM and NYC MustSee WeekSM—creating an
ultimate value period across
the five boroughs. During
the three-week period, select
Broadway shows, attractions, museums, tours and
performing arts will offer
2-for-1 tickets and more than
350 restaurants will feature
prix-fixe menus for lunch
and dinner.
NYC Winter Outing
details—including the 21
shows participating in NYC
Broadway Week; nearly 70
venues participating in NYC
Must-See Week including
museums, tours, attractions
and performing arts; and
more than 350 restaurants
participating in NYC Restaurant Week—can be found
at nycgo.com/nyc-winterouting.
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The Hello Panda Festival Donated
1,000 Tickets to NYC Youth

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato Brings in Hanukkah
With Community
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer
Amato and community leaders
came together on the first night
of the Jewish holiday of light.

One thousand young people
from Department of Youth and
Community Development (DYCD)
funded afterschool programs attended the Hello Panda Festival at
Citi Field in Queens for free. The
Hello Panda Festival donated 1,000
tickets for youth to attend the largest international lantern, food and

arts extravaganza that celebrates
culture and diversity. The Festival
showcases over 120 lantern exhibits, 60 international food vendors
curated by The World’s Fare and
numerous cultural arts experiences
including live performances, modern art exhibits, a holiday market
and traditional crafts.

John Bowne High School Students
Honored at Queens Centers For Progress

Students from John Bowne
High School in Flushing will receive a rousing welcome at Queens
Centers for Progress (QCP) when
they visit on Friday, January 10, at
12:30PM, at the QCP Adult Center
at 81-15 164 Street in Jamaica.
The enthusiastic high school students won the “Most Spirited High
School” award for their support
at the NYC Marathon Team QCP
“Cheer Station.” With banners,
balloons, and noisemakers, twenty
students cheered on the thirteen
Team QCP runners as they made

their way through Queens.
On January 10, those twenty
students will meet and greet the
people QCP serves, and to tour
the adult at 81-15 164th Street in
Jamaica. They will receive certificates of appreciation - not to
mention plenty of pizza.
QCP will also be holding its
annual Footsteps for Progress 5K
Run/Walk on Saturday, March
28, and hopes are high that the
spirited students will bring their
unbounded energy to that event
as well.

Giornale Italo Americano

w w w.g iamondo.com

Call 718-592-2196

Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2020

Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato joined members
of the West End Temple, Temple
Beth-El, officers from the 100th
Precinct, and community leaders
on December 22nd for the Beach
116th Street Hanukkah Menorah
Lighting. The menorah lighting
took place on the first night of
Hanukkah which signifies the
Jewish Festival of Light.

