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Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato 
Wins Re-Election

After Methodical Hand Recount and Every Vote Counted

     After a manual hand recount 
and court cases to ensure that 
every voter’s voice was heard and 
every vote counted, Assembly-
woman Stacey Pheffer Amato has 
been re-elected to represent the 
23rd District in Queens. 
     “I know this has been a long 
and difficult process for everyone 
involved,” said Assemblywoman 
Pheffer Amato. “The wheels of 
our American democracy do not 
always turn as quickly as we’d 
like, but preserving the integrity 
of our elections, ensuring the ac-
curacy of the count, and defend-
ing the right of every voter’s voice 
to be heard is more important 
than expediency.” 
     The counting of 74 newly-
cured absentee ballots, 4 affidavit 
ballots, and 11 ballots with votes 
cast for the two candidates all 
added to Assemblywoman Phef-

Council Member Francisco Moya 
Celebrates Three Kings Day

Council Member Francisco Moya in Partnership with Carpenter Contractor Alliance 
Metropolitan NY, and Staff from PS 110 during the 2023 Three Kings Day toy distribution at 
The Tiffany School. See story on page 7.

Congresswoman Grace Meng Sworn 
Into Next Term in Congress

Pictured is U.S. Rep. Grace Meng on the steps of the U.S. 
Capitol prior to being sworn in on the House floor. See story 
on page 2.

DiNapoli Urges New Yorkers to 
Spend Holiday Gift Cards

$48 Million in Unused Gift Cards Turned Over to DiNapoli’s 
Office in 2022

     New York State Comptroller Thomas P. DiNapoli is urg-
ing New Yorkers to make sure they spend any gift cards they 
received this holiday season. Unused gift card balances can 
eventually be turned over to his Office of Unclaimed Funds 
(OUF), which took in a record $48 million from them in 2022.
     “Unused gift cards have set a new record, as they make up 
a growing number of the accounts being held by our Office 
of Unclaimed Funds. My office is working to get these funds 
back in the hands of their rightful owners,” DiNapoli said. 
“This holiday season I encourage all New Yorkers to spend 
their gift cards in a timely manner to avoid possible inactivity 
fees or having the money turned over to my office.”
     The record high amount of unused gift cards turned over 
to OUF in 2022 was attributed in part to a settlement which 
required H&M to return approximately $18 million dollars’ 
worth of unused gift card balances to OUF. In a similar settle-
ment, almost $3 million dollars’ worth of unused gift card 
balances was turned over by Apple.
     State law governing gift card expiration dates and fees was 
changed this year. A new law went into effect on December 10, 
2022, that allowed the expiration date for gift cards to increase 
from five to nine years after the card was issued or the date 
on which funds were last loaded. It also prohibited many fees. 
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona, 
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip. 
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the 
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to 
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your 
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.
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fer Amato’s lead, securing her 
re-election by a final margin of 
15 votes. 
     “I want to thank all of my sup-
porters, my family and friends, 
and my constituents for their 
patience throughout this process, 

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato 
Wins Re-Election

and I am humbled and honored 
to once again be selected by the 
voters to represent this wonder-
ful district,” said Pheffer Amato. 
“We have important work to do 
to fight for our community and 
stand up for our working families. 
This election is over, and I look 
forward to continuing this work 

for my constituents.” 
     Assemblywoman Pheffer 
Amato prevailed with one of the 
largest over performances in the 
state, exceeding the top-of-the-
ticket by 24% due to crossover 
support. The election results are 
expected to be officially certified 
in the coming days. 

(Continued from page 1)

U.S Rep. Grace Meng Sworn Into Next Term in Congress

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens), New York’s senior mem-
ber of the House Appropriations 
Committee, today issued the 
following statement after she was 
sworn into her next term in the 
House of Representatives as the 
new session of Congress began 
early yesterday morning.     
     “I am excited and honored to 
begin my next term in Congress 
and to continue representing the 
wonderful people of Queens. Dur-
ing the last Congress, I proudly 
championed numerous pieces of 
legislation, many of which were 

signed into law, and I look forward 
to continuing to tackle issues that 
are critical to our borough and 
doing so in a bipartisan manner.
     Major legislation like the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan, the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, the 
Honoring our PACT Act, and the 
Emergency Connectivity Fund that 
I helped create have helped provide 
what New Yorkers and Americans 
across the nation need, especially 
as we continue to recover from the 
COVID-19 pandemic.
     I am looking forward to work-
ing alongside my dear friend, Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries of Brooklyn, as 
he begins his new role as Demo-

cratic Leader. I am also extremely 
proud to be part of a historically 
diverse and inclusive new session 
of Congress, one that also includes 
a record number of women, and as 
we move forward, I will continue 
working for a better future, ending 
injustices and inequalities, and 
providing a fighting chance for 
all who live in our borough and 
country.
     I’m excited to get to work on 
behalf of my constituents and the 
American people.” 
     Meng represents New York’s 
Sixth Congressional District en-
compassing west, central, and 
northeast Queens.

Despite the change in law, the 
NYS Abandoned Property Law 
remains unchanged – gift cards 
and certificates owed to New 
York residents, or to unknown 
owners but issued by an entity 

incorporated in New York, are 
deemed abandoned and report-
able to OUF after five years of 
inactivity, regardless of expira-
tion date.
DiNapoli urges recipients to read 
the fine print for details about the 
fees and expiration dates on any 

DiNapoli Urges New Yorkers to Spend Holiday Gift Cards
cards they receive and to register 
the card with the retailer.
     DiNapoli’s office is currently 
holding more than $17.5 billion in 
unclaimed funds. He urges New 
Yorkers to visit his Unclaimed 
Funds search portal to see if they 
are owed money.

     Governor Kathy Hochul, New 
York City Mayor Eric Adams, and 
interim New York City Housing 
Authority CEO Lisa Bova-Hiatt 
announced that Phase I planning 
for critical capital work has be-
gun to replace 335 elevators at 20 
NYCHA developments, as part of 
a $300 million funding agreement 
with the Dormitory Authority of 
the State of New York that was 
signed in April 2022. 
     The financing was made pos-
sible through close collaboration 
between NYCHA, the New York 
State Legislature, and Governor 
Hochul — who all worked together 
to develop a framework for mod-
ernizing NYCHA’s elevator infra-
structure, as outlined in the 2019 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development agreement.
     “With this important mile-
stone, NYCHA is set to begin 
major building improvements, 
leveraging $300 million in state 
investment to improve the homes 
and lives of thousands of New 
Yorkers,” Governor Hochul said. 
“Right now, as our state faces a 
dire shortage of safe, stable, and 
accessible housing, my adminis-
tration is committed to preserving 
our housing stock — which is why 
I signed legislation to create the 
New York City Public Housing 
Preservation Trust last year. I am 
proud to partner with NYCHA, 
its residents, and local and state 
officials, and look forward to even 
more opportunities to grow and 
support NYCHA communities.”
     “Every day, NYCHA residents 
experience the consequences 

Governor Hochul, Mayor Adams, NYCHA Undertake Effort 
to Replace Elevators in Developments Serving  

Nearly 34,000 Residents
of decades of underinvestment 
and tens of billions of dollars in 
capital needs. Providing them 
the quality of life that every New 
Yorker deserves requires creativ-
ity and partnership — and this 
agreement represents both,” said 
Mayor Adams. “With the Public 
Housing Preservation Trust, the 
PACT program, and programs like 
this, we are giving residents a true 
menu of options to get the repairs 
they need in their homes in the 
way they prefer. I want to thank all 
of our partners in Albany for their 
investment in NYCHA, and I look 
forward to getting this work done 
to help 34,000 New Yorkers avoid 
dangerous broken elevators.”
     “Bringing critical repairs to 
NYCHA requires an all-hands ef-
fort, and we are incredibly grateful 
for the partnership of the State for 
this $300 million in capital fund-
ing. Soon, 34,000 New Yorkers 
will have the relief that everyone 
should enjoy with reliable and safe 
elevators,” said Chief Housing 
Officer Jessica Katz. “We look 
forward to continuing to work 
with the state and all other govern-
ment partners to bring NYCHA 
residents the quality of life they 
deserve.”
     “The funds provided through 
this agreement will enable us to 
address a key physical element of 
our building infrastructure: the 
elevator service that our residents 
need and depend on,” said Interim 
New York City Housing Authority 
CEO Bova-Hiatt. “We are incred-
ibly grateful for the support and 
advocacy of Governor Hochul, the 

leaders of the New York State Sen-
ate and Assembly, and DASNY for 
executing this funding agreement 
and allocating these vital streams 
of capital financing at a critical 
time in the life of the Authority.”
     “DASNY is proud to play a role 
in supporting this fundamental 
and essential improvement to the 
Authority’s infrastructure,” said 
Dormitory Authority of the State 
of New York President and CEO 
Reuben McDaniel III. “We are 
grateful to Governor Hochul for 
her leadership and to the Leg-
islature’s support in addressing 
these needs. We look forward to 
NYCHA moving this portfolio 
swiftly forward to the benefit of 
NYCHA residents.”
     Nearly 34,000 residents living 
in almost 16,000 apartments will 
benefit from improved elevator 
service at the 20 developments, 
which include six senior-designat-
ed campuses. Consistent elevator 
service is particularly important 
for seniors and residents with 
mobility impairments; NYCHA 
has over 78,000 residents above 
the age of 62, and nearly 40 
percent of NYCHA households 
are headed by a resident over the 
age of 62. NYCHA elevators also 
serve more than 31,000 mobility 
impaired residents.
     NYCHA’s elevator stock is old, 
with the longest-running traction 
elevators in the portfolio installed 
32 years ago in 1990. All the 
elevators identified in the State 
Capital Revitalization Plan are at 
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Funding was included in the 2023 
government spending package 
that passed Congress in late De-
cember and was signed into law 
by President Biden

Funding will support legal ser-
vices for small business, with a 
focus on immigrant-owned busi-
nesses, and the growth of the tech 
sector in Queens

     Thanks to the work of Senator 
Charles Schumer, Representative 
Grace Meng and former Repre-
sentative Carolyn Maloney, the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce 
will receive $2 million in federal 
appropriations as part of the 2023 
government spending package. 
This Community Project Funding 
will support programs that provide 
legal services to Queens-based 
small businesses, and the growth 
of the tech sector in the borough.
     “Queens is so fortunate to be 
represented in Washington by 
some incredibly talented public 
servants, who fight to make sure 
we get our fair share,” said Tom 

Queens Chamber Of Commerce Secures $2 Million in 
Federal Appropriations From Sen. Charles Schumer, Rep. 
Grace Meng And Former Rep. Carolyn Maloney to Help 

Local Small Businesses
Grech, President and CEO of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce. 
“This funding secured by Senator 
Schumer, Representative Meng, 
and former Representative Malo-
ney will help the Chamber deliver 
valuable resources to Queens’ di-
verse small business community, 
and support the continued growth 
of the tech sector in our borough.” 
     The funding includes $1 million 
from Representative Grace Meng 
for the Chambers Small Business 
Legal Desk support program, 
which assists immigrant and small 
businesses in Queens with legal 
services; and $500,000 each from 
Senator Charles Schumer and 
Representative Maloney to invest 
in expanded incubator spaces 
and programming to tech busi-
nesses throughout Queens, and 
the establishment of the Queens 
Angel Fund. 
     The Chamber and the Queens 
Tech Council recently launched 
the Queens Tech Incubator initia-
tive with locations in the Rocka-
ways and Jamaica, with plans to 
expand to Flushing, Long Island 

City and Forest Hills. In 2023, 
the Chamber and the Queens 
Tech Council plan to launch the 
Queens Angel Fund to attract in-
vestment dollars for Queens-based 
start-ups, completing the circle of 
home-grown talent with world-
class investment.
     “The Chamber thanks Senator 
Schumer, Representative Meng, 
and Representative Maloney for 
their unwavering support for small 
businesses. We look forward to 
continuing our partnership to 
ensure Queens-based small busi-
nesses have the resources they 
need to power our economic re-
covery,” Grech added.
     About the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce: - The Queens 
Chamber of Commerce is the 
oldest and largest business as-
sociation in Queens, representing 
more than 1,400 businesses and 
more than 150,000 Queens-based 
employees. Its mission is to foster 
connections, educate for success, 
develop/implement programs and 
advocate for members’ interests. 
www.queenschamber.org

Pre-Lunar New Year event will 
feature a f lower market, live 
entertainment, and 40 vendors 
with cultural merchandise

     Resorts World New York City 
announced it’s hosting a pre-Lu-
nar New Year event this weekend 
to help guests get everything they 
will need to welcome the Year 
of the Rabbit. The annual event, 
scheduled for Saturday, January 7 
and Sunday, January 8 from 11:00 
a.m. – 6:00 p.m., will feature a 
flower market, live entertainment, 
and 40 vendors selling everything 

Get Ready to Ring in The Year of The Rabbit With  
Resorts World New York City

from traditional Chinese goods to 
jewelry.
     “Resorts World is celebrating 
the Year of the Rabbit with 15 
days of exciting events and pro-
motions,” said Ayesha Ma, Vice 
President of Asian Marketing, Re-
sorts World New York City. “We 
invite everyone to visit the Pre-
Lunar New Year Flower Market 
this weekend. It’s integral to the 
community because patrons can 
buy goods in preparation for the 
Lunar New Year. A fully stocked 
home before the new year signifies 
wealth and fulfillment throughout 

the year.”
     1,500 people, including Coun-
cilwoman Selvena Brooks-Pow-
ers, are expected to attend the 
event, which will take place in the 
Central Park Event Space on the 
casino’s third floor.
     It will be broadcast live on radio 
channel 1380 AM (Mandarin) and 
1480 AM (Cantonese).
     Lunar New Year falls on Sun-
day, January 22. The rabbit is said 
to be a symbol of prosperity and 
peace in Asian culture, and it’s 
expected all of the animal signs 
will have a “hopeful” year in 2023.

     In an effort to support invest-
ments in Human Justice and 
Community Led Public Safety, 
Senate Majority Leader, Senator 
Chuck Schumer, has announced 
an allocation of $2 Million Dollars 
to Community Capacity Develop-
ment to support various catego-
ries of Gun Violence Prevention 
programs and services. Other 
violence prevention organizations 
also benefited from the Senator’s 
announcement to help build their 
capacity and support innovation. 
     We at CCD acknowledge and 
express our profound gratitude 
to Senator Schumer for facilitat-
ing this allocation and for his 
relentless support and advocacy 
for investment in community led 
public safety. As we consistently 
affirm, investments in Commu-
nity Based Organizations have 

Senator Chuck Schumer Announces $2 Million Allocation 
to Community Capacity Development 

helped to reduce over-reliance on 
already stressed law enforcement 
to generate improved public safe-
ty. This investment is not just an 
acknowledgment that the Human 
Justice approach to Gun violence 
prevention is a workable model, it 
also reaffirms the leadership role 
of Community Capacity Develop-
ment in the Anti-gun Violence 
movement in New York and across 
the country. We implore govern-
ment, agencies and stakeholders 
to partner with us to continue to 
build a robust multi-sector public 
safety ecosystem that unites the 
interrelationship between health 
and safety. We will continue to 
advocate a policy shift to treat and 
fund community violence inter-
vention organizations as essential 
components of public safety rather 
than supplemental. 

     Our community led Human 
Justice methodology has recorded 
landmark success in all our sites 
across all five boroughs in New 
York city, Baltimore Maryland, 
Miami-Dade County and in Min-
neapolis & St. Paul. CCD has built 
a remarkable record achieving 
over 365 days without shooting 
in Queensbridge Houses in 2018, 
which is unprecedented in what 
is one of the largest and most 
volatile housing developments in 
the world. This donation would 
help the continuation of our com-
munity driven strategies for heal-
ing and support for families and 
victims of gun violence in our 
communities. Special attention 
would also be given to healing 
centered approaches that ad-
dresses trauma and mental health 
support services.

     New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli released the 
following statement today on the 
second anniversary of the January 
6, 2021 attack on the U.S. Capitol:
     “We must never minimize 

NY State Comptroller Dinapoli’s Statement on Second 
Anniversary of The January 6 Attack

or become complacent about 
what happened on January 6. 
The attack on our Capitol was 
a fanatical attempt to prevent 
the orderly transition of power. 
It threatened the heart of our 

democracy, free and fair elections. 
Let us remember those who put 
their lives on the line that day 
defending our Capitol and work to 
ensure our democracy is protected 
against threats in the future.”

     Con Edison applauds Governor 
Hochul’s focus on delivering New 
York’s clean energy vision while 
addressing the potential cost im-
pact for New Yorkers, particularly 
on the most economically vulner-
able customers.
     The policies and programs an-
nounced in the governor’s State of 
the State address will help many 
of our customers electrify their 
heating systems and improve the 
energy efficiency of their homes, 
insulating them from fossil fuel 
price volatility and building on the 
state’s transition toward renewable 
power.
     We thank the governor for em-
phasizing the need to support elec-
tric vehicle charging infrastructure 
for medium- and heavy-duty 
trucks, which disproportionately 
impact disadvantaged communi-
ties in our service area.
     Further, we believe the gover-
nor’s proposal for a well-designed 
Cap-and-Invest program would 
provide many economic and envi-
ronmental benefits across the state, 

and further enhance New York’s 
reputation as a clean energy leader.
     We look forward to engaging 
constructively with all stakehold-
ers as further details emerge from 
the governor’s proposals. New 
York is in the early innings of its 
historic clean energy transforma-
tion, and Con Edison shares the 
governor’s optimism regarding 
the enormous opportunities and 
benefits this transition will deliver 
to our state. 
     Con Edison is a subsidiary of 
Consolidated Edison, Inc. [NYSE: 
ED], one of the nation’s largest 
investor-owned energy companies, 
with approximately $14 billion 
in annual revenues and $66 bil-
lion in assets. The utility delivers 
electricity, natural gas and steam, 
and serves 3.5 million customers 
in New York City and Westchester 
County, N.Y. Through Consoli-
dated Edison Inc.’s subsidiary, Con 
Edison Clean Energy Businesses, 
the company is the second-largest 
owner of solar electric projects in 
North America.

Con Edison Statement on Governor 
Kathy Hochul’s 2023 State of  

The State Address

     The Queens Chamber of 
Commerce releases the follow-
ing statement from President and 
CEO Tom Grech in response to 
Governor Kathy Hochul’s State of 
the State address, which outlined a 
number of initiatives that will sup-
port small businesses throughout 
New York State:
     “As the oldest and largest busi-
ness association in Queens, we 
applaud Governor Kathy Hochul 
for outlining a strong agenda to 
support businesses in her State 
of the State address. The speech 
underlined Governor Hochul’s 
commitment to tackling issues 
facing small businesses – includ-
ing public safety and housing 
– and making New York a more 
business-friendly state.

Queens Chamber of Commerce  
Applauds Governor Hochul For  

Outlining Pro-Business Agenda in 
State of The State Address

     “We support Governor Hochul’s 
call to develop more housing in 
New York. Right now, there are 
more jobs than housing units in 
our community. In order for our 
businesses to attract and maintain 
the talented workforces they need 
to grow and thrive, their employ-
ees need a place to live. Addition-
ally, we are encouraged by the 
Governor’s commitment to create 
a Technology Innovation Match-
ing Program, which will provide 
millions of dollars in matching 
grants for New York companies 
applying for federal funding.
     “The Chamber looks forward 
to working with her administra-
tion to achieve our shared goals of 
creating jobs and prosperity for all 
New Yorkers.”

      “After years of rising crime 
across New York since bail reform 
was enacted, Gov. Kathy Hochul 
has finally acknowledged today 
that the way the bail reform law is 
written ‘leaves room for improve-
ment.’ That is a gross understate-
ment, but I will take what I can get 
from our heretofore crime-denying 
governor. New Yorkers generally 
and my constituents specifically do 
not feel safe, and the crime statistics 
bear that out. It is my sincere hope 
that the Governor will make good 
on her word to work with the State 
Legislature to address the glar-
ing deficiencies with bail reform 
– particularly, enacting a ‘danger-
ousness standard’ clearly into law. 
This standard would grant judges 
the discretion to remand our most 
violent repeat offenders and will 
go a long way towards ending what 

Council Member James F. Gennaro 
Statement on Gov. Kathy Hochul’s Bail 

Reform Comments in State of  
The State Address

Mayor Adams constantly refers to 
as the syndrome of ‘catch, release, 
repeat.’ The ball is in your court, 
Gov. Hochul. New York State needs 
the enactment of a dangerousness 
standard, which every other state 
except New York State has long 
had. The Federal government has 
a dangerousness standard as well. 
This should not be a hard sell to 
the State Legislature. We only 
need your leadership to make this 
happen. You often refer to your 
governorship as historic, which it 
certainly is because you broke a 
250-year glass ceiling. Please make 
your tenure more historic by giving 
New York a dangerousness stan-
dard and thereby help to reverse the 
crime freefall that our State finds 
itself in. That is the best first step we 
can take of the many steps needed 
to keep New Yorkers safe again.”
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     Assemblyman Phil Ramos 
(D-Brentwood) was appointed 
Deputy Speaker of the New York 
State Assembly on January 4, 
2023. 
     Ramos, a 20-year incumbent, 
rose through the ranks to become 
the first Latino to fill one of the 
highest leadership positions in 
the New York State Assembly. A 
Brentwood High School alumnus, 
a 20-year member of the Suffolk 
County Police Department, who 
made our streets safer, and a life-
long resident of our community, 
Ramos now serves alongside one 
of the most powerful elected of-
ficials in New York State, Speaker 
Carl Heastie.
     Since his first election in 2002, 
when he became the first Latino 
to be elected to the state office 
on Long Island, he broke barriers 
confronted by people of color in 
state government.
     “As Deputy Speaker of the New 
York State Assembly, I will deliver 
more for the people of my dis-
trict, Long Island, and New York 
State. I am proud to continue my 
work alongside Speaker Carl E. 
Heastie to ensure that we address 

Assemblyman Phil Ramos Appointed Deputy Speaker of 
The New York State Assembly

First Latino to Hold Position

the critical issues we face in the 
new year and find real solutions 
for the people of New York,” said 
Assemblyman Ramos. “It is an 
honor to accept this role, and I 
deeply appreciate the support and 
confidence of Speaker Heastie and 
my colleagues. As the first Latino 
Deputy Speaker, I will ensure that 
our diverse community has a seat 
at the table.”
     Following the appointment, 
Speaker Carl E. Heastie said, “I 
would like to extend my sincerest 
congratulations to Assemblyman 
Ramos on accepting the role of 
Deputy Speaker of the Assembly. 
As the first Latino to hold this 
position, he is helping to reshape 
the face of leadership in New 
York and beyond. I look forward 
to our continued partnership and 
delivering for the great people of 
New York.”
     Michael Cohen, retired super-
intendent of Brentwood Schools, 
commented, “Phil always speaks 
truth to power, guided by his 
moral compass…calling out the 
extreme elements of the Republi-
can Party, taking part in success-
ful legal action against the Suffolk 

County Police Department for 
discriminatory practices and even 
speaking out against Democratic 
Party elected officials when they 
put politics above people. When 
others give us hollow rhetoric, he 
tells it like it is and takes meaning-
ful action, bringing home millions 
of dollars to our schools, parks, 
and not-for-profit organizations. 
His advocacy spearheaded the 
passage of legislation like the 
Dream Act, the property tax cap, 
foundation aid for our schools, 
and the law that allows driver’s 
licenses for all. He protected our 
young people by raising the age of 
marriage to 18.”
     “As New Yorkers, we celebrate 
our diversity as a strength,” said 
Assemblyman Ramos. “The dif-
ferences in our background and 
in our heritage strengthen our 
communities, enrich our culture, 
and beautify our state. I stand 
committed to speaking on behalf 
of our working families of every 
ethnicity, creed, sexual orienta-
tion, and gender identity, to deliver 
our piece of the pie and create 
legislation that meets the enduring 
needs of our residents. “

Variety Boys & Girls Club Receives a Total of $752,250 From 
Senator Schumer, Congressmember Ocasio-Cortez, And 

Former Congressmember Maloney
     Variety Boys and Girls Club 
of Queens (VBGCQ) received 
$502,250 from U.S. Senator 
Schumer and Congressmember 
Ocasio-Cortez to provide mental 
health and supportive services, 
and $250,000 from former Con-
gressmember Maloney for job 
readiness programming in their 
Teen Academy. This funding 
was included in the spending bill 
passed by both houses of Congress 
on Friday, December 23, 2022. 
     Funding for the Teen Academy 
will allow Variety to hire social 
workers and other mental health 
professionals to assist teens with 
loss of family members and loss 
of income to adult family members 
as a result of the pandemic, provid-
ing meaningful support for young 
people to thrive as they approach 
adulthood.  Additionally, funding 
for job readiness programming is 
intended to hire a college coun-
selor and staff to provide free 
SAT/ACT prep. Not all students 
are ready for college and the Teen 
Academy aims to give the tools to 
thrive in the areas they are inter-
ested in.  The funds will enable 
Variety to make the necessary 
improvements to the existing Teen 
Academy and expand outreach.
     “I’m proud to deliver these 
federal funds to the Variety Boys 
and Girls Club of Queens which 
will provide essential support to 
youth and families who have lost 
loved ones and income due to 
the pandemic,” said U.S. Senator 
Charles Schumer. “This funding 
will bolster Variety’s Teen Acad-
emy resources involving mental 
health care to help teens cope with 

tremendous loss and guide them 
into adulthood. The Teen Acad-
emy provides meaningful support 
to our community’s young people 
and will expand its outreach to 
assist more local teens.”
     “This mental health program-
ming is deeply needed, with young 
people reporting mental illness 
at higher rates than any previous 
generation. My office is commit-
ted to supporting Astoria’s Boys 
and Girls Club, especially in light 
of the attacks on their City funding 
earlier this year. Overall, we are 
excited to bring home $15.85 mil-
lion for community organizations 
and local projects to NY-14, which 
will improve street safety, expand 
workforce training in green jobs, 
and create new Pre-K programs, 
among other advances.” said 
Congressmember Ocasio-Cortez.
     “Our teens require more sup-
port in a world ravaged by the 
pandemic of COVID. Providing 
meaningful mental health ser-
vices, along with job training and 
college readiness will allow us to 
guide the leaders of the 21st cen-
tury here at the Variety Boys and 
Girls Club.  The federal funding 
provided by Senator Schumer, 
Congressmember Ocasio-Cortez 
and Congressmember Maloney 
is greatly appreciated and will go 
a long way. Thank you to these 
leaders for investing in our young 
people.  Our teen academy is ready 
to help our teens soar in 2023, 
thanks to this critical federal fund-
ing!” - Said Costa Constantinides 
CEO Variety Boys and Girls Club 
of Queens
     Variety’s Teen Academy sup-

ports youth ages 13 to 18 in the 
local Astoria and Long Island City 
community as it is clear there is a 
need for afterschool services for 
junior high and high schools. The 
Director of the Teen Academy 
works closely with members, 
providing small group classes and 
individual mentoring to help teens 
explore the different paths they 
can take. It provides local youth 
with the guidance and support 
they need to complete their school-
work, prepare for their college 
education and their future career 
journeys. Some programs include 
the College and Career Readiness 
Program, which teaches teens 
valuable skills in financial literacy, 
self-advocacy, and goal-setting. 
     The Teen Academy’s College & 
Career Readiness Program offers 
free college and career readiness 
instruction to underserved high 
school students living in Queens. 
VBGCQ serves members of the 
Long Island City and Astoria 
communities, many of whom 
live in one of the nearby NYC 
Housing Authority residences or 
qualify for free or reduced price 
lunch. Their services are essential 
as research shows that children 
from low-income households are 
eight times less likely to obtain 
a bachelor’s degree than children 
born into higher-income families 
(US Census Bureau, 2014). The 
Teen Academy works to lessen 
this opportunity gap so that all 
children, regardless of income, 
race, or family background, can 
have equal opportunity to choose 
the college or career path that is 
right for them.

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James has issued a con-
sumer alert to warn New Yorkers 
about mail theft and to provide 
recommendations from the United 
States Postal Service (USPS) 
to protect themselves from this 
federal crime. There has been a 
recent rise in mail theft, especially 
checks, credit cards, and other 
financial documents being stolen 
from mailboxes across New York 
City. In some instances, there have 
even been reports of individuals 
stealing mailboxes. Mail theft can 
lead to identify theft, deed theft, 
and serious invasions of financial 
and personal privacy that harm 
New Yorkers. Attorney Gen-
eral James sent a letter to USPS 
Postmaster General Louis DeJoy 
outlining her concerns and urging 
more resources be used to combat 
these thefts.  
     “Stealing mail is a violation 
of privacy, it is a federal crime, 
and it causes real problems,” said 
Attorney General James. “When 
bad actors steal people’s mail, 
they have access to personal and 
financial information that can 
lead to identity theft, destroyed 
credit ratings, and serious harm to 
completely innocent New Yorkers. 
I urge everyone to remain vigilant, 
and to protect themselves, their 
information, and their mail by fol-
lowing our important tips.” 
     The Office of the Attorney 
General (OAG) has received com-
plaints that financial documents — 
such as checks, credit cards, and 
banking statements — were stolen 
from USPS mailboxes. The steal-
ing of documents with personal 
and financial information can lead 
to additional crimes, including 
deed theft. Last month, Attorney 
General James broke up a deed 
theft ring that stole three homes 
worth more than $1 million in total 
from elderly, vulnerable home-
owners in the Queens neighbor-
hoods of Jamaica and St. Albans. 
Although USPS has redesigned 
its mailboxes to be more resistant 
against theft, recent reports show 
that thieves have resorted to vari-
ous schemes, which have included 
stealing mailboxes outright. 
     As part of her ongoing efforts 
to combat theft and protect New 
Yorkers, Attorney General James 
recommends the following tips 
from USPS: 
•    Always pick up your mail 
promptly when delivered. Do not 
leave it in your mailbox overnight. 
If you are expecting checks, credit 
cards, or any other financial items, 

ask a trusted friend or neighbor to 
pick up your mail.
•    If you did not receive a check 
or any other valuable mail you 
were expecting, contact the issuing 
agency immediately.
•    If you change your address, you 
should immediately notify your 
respective post office and anyone 
with whom you do business with 
via mail.
•    Inform your post office when 
you’ll be out of town, so they can 
hold your mail until you return.
•    Consider signing up for USPS’ 
Informed Delivery service, which 
provides email notifications for 
incoming mail and packages.
•    If you suspect your mail was 
stolen or see a mail theft happen-
ing, contact police immediately 
and then report it to Postal Inspec-
tors by calling (877)-876-2455.
•    If you see glue, tape, or any 
other sticky substances on a mail-
box, report it to your post office, 
Postal Inspectors, or the New York 
Division of the U.S. Postal Inspec-
tion Service (USPIS). The USPIS 
can be reached at (212) 330-2400.
Attorney General James urges 
anyone who believes their per-
sonal information may have been 
compromised to take the following 
steps: 
•    Monitor your credit. Credit 
monitoring services track your 
credit report and alert you when-
ever a change is made, such as a 
new account or a large purchase. 
Most services will notify you 
within 24 hours of any change to 
your credit report.   
•    Consider placing a free credit 
freeze on your credit report. Iden-
tity thieves will not be able to 
open a new credit account in your 
name while the freeze is in place. 
You can place a credit freeze by 
contacting each of the three major 
credit bureaus:
•    Equifax | +1 (888) 766-0008
•    Experian | +1 (888) 397-3742
•    TransUnion | +1 (800) 680-7289
• Place a fraud alert on 
your credit report. A fraud alert 
tells lenders and creditors to take 
extra steps to verify your iden-
tity before issuing credit. You can 
place a fraud alert by contacting 
any one of the three major credit 
bureaus. 
• Additional Resources. 
If you believe you are a victim of 
identity theft, click here for assis-
tance — or contact our office for 
help by completing and submitting 
a complaint with the Bureau of 
Internet and Technology or calling 
(800) 771-7755.

CONSUMER ALERT:  
Attorney General James Provides Tips 
For New Yorkers to Protect Themselves 

From Mail Theft
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For the Week of ... 1/12/23 - 1/18/23

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Visitors are likely to drop by and 
chances are, they may even stay  
a lit tle longer than you want  
them to. Your lucky numbers are: 
5,7,8 

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You may want to make changes 
that will turn your entertainment 
room into a real family affair.  Try 
to be tolerant of the moods of those 
around you. Your lucky numbers 
are 4,6,8 

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)
Take a break; you can finally 
mend any disputes on the home 
front. You are best to back away 
from commitments or promises 
this week. Your lucky numbers 
are: 4,8,6

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Prepare to encounter new friend-
ships that will provide you with 
valuable information. Don’t al-
low someone to do a job that was     
designated for you. Your lucky 
numbers are: 3,5,9

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Spend some quality time with the 
one you love. Your talents will 
shine at work. Children will keep 
you busy. Your lucky numbers 
are: 4,7,5

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Don’t let individuals with wild 
schemes talk you into a financial 
deal that is not likely to be suc-
cessful. Calm down and take a 
step back. Your lucky numbers 
are: 4,7,9

TRY AND FIND

Boogie
Bop
Bossa
Bow
Break

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

ACROSS
1. Vagabond
6. A small fragment
10. Taxis
14. Type of sword
15. Moon goddess
16. You bake with it
17. Concur
18. Covet
19. Egyptian river
20. Restates
22. Lacquered metalware
23. Not at any time
24. Mineral excavator
25. Break in two
29. Variant
31. Apprehensive
33. Went in
37. Towards the rear
38. Upper legislative chamber
39. A communication
41. Sweeper’s need
42. Cooking tool
44. Adjusts
45. Run off to wed
48. Shine
50. Complain
51. Drawn-out
56. Threesome
57. Molten rock
58. Scandinavian
59. Long, long time
60. Always
61. Long-necked migratory bird
62. Expunge
63. Declare untrue
64. Not younger

DOWN
1. Russian emperor
2. Anger
3. Dugout shelter
4. Encounter
5. Primp
6. Split
7. Prey stalker
8. Reciprocal
9. Compensates
10. Large land masses
11. French for “Airplane”
12. Young lady
13. Contemptuous look
21. Tit for tat
24. Particles
25. Propelled through the water
26. Beak
27. Cultural doings
28. Expect beforehand
30. Parochial
32. Angered
34. Sexual assault
35. French for “State”
36. Lairs
40. Inscribe
41. Food-related
43. Being untidy
45. Outward
46. Huge
47. Bay window
49. Tropical fruit
51. Implored
52. Not warm
53. Stepped
54. Being
55. Elk or caribouBump

Bunnyhop
Cancan
Chacha
Charleston

Choreograph
Conga
Contest
Country
Crowds

Crush
Hop
Dip
Disco
Polka

ARIES
(Mar. 21- April 20)
Don’t expect too much from oth-
ers. Avoid getting involved with 
married individuals. Fitness pro-
grams will help your self esteem. 
Your lucky numbers are: 3,9,5
 
TAURUS 
(Apr. 21- May 21)
Don’t jump too quickly regarding 
an investment that appears to be 
good, it may be too good to be 
true. Be careful if a friend asks 
you for advice. Your lucky num-
bers are: 3,7,2 

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
If it can make you extra cash, it 
will be even better, avoid risky 
ventures. Empty promises are 
evident; therefore, get it in writing, 
to be safe. Your lucky numbers 
are: 4,7,9 

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Make those phone calls and pay 
your bills. Do things for your 
friends, but don’t allow them 
to make unreasonable requests.  
Your lucky numbers are: 4,5,6 

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Try not to lend or borrow money 
from relatives this week. Do not 
overspend on entertainment. You 
could find that children will be 
a handful. Your lucky numbers 
are: 3,4,9 

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
You may find yourself changing 
crowds, avoid this if possible. 
You could be emotional if you 
didn’t take care of problems with 
loved ones. Your lucky numbers 
are: 4,3,6

QueensTimes.com
Read Our Paper Online and Play Sudoku and 
crossword puzzles online

•    dreamt is the only word that 
ends in mt
•    the first letters of the months 
July through to November spell 
JASON
•    a cat has 32 muscles in each ear
•    Perth is Australia’s windiest 
city
•    Elvis’s middle name was Aron
•    goldfish can see both infrared 
and ultraviolet light
•    the smallest bones in the human 
body are found in your ear
•    cats spend 66% of their life 
asleep
•    Switzerland eats the most 
chocolate equating to 10 kilos per 
person per year
•    money is the number one thing 
that couples argue about
•    macadamia nuts are toxic to 
dogs
•    when lightning strikes it can 
reach up to 30,000 degrees celsius 
(54,000 degrees fahrenheit)
•    spiders are arachnids and not 
insects
•    each time you see a full moon 
you always see the same side
•    stewardesses is the longest 
word that is typed with only the 
left hand
•    honey is the only natural food 
which never spoils
•    M&M’s chocolate stands for 
the initials for its inventors Mars 
and Murrie
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Congresswoman obtains the fed-
eral money in 2023 government 
spending bill; measure signed 
into law by President Biden 

Funding will upgrade Forest 
Hills LIRR and help Queens Col-
lege, borough hospitals and local 
nonprofits and small businesses    
 
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens), New York’s senior mem-
ber of the House Appropriations 
Committee, announced today 
that she secured more than $21.3 
million for 15 critical projects 
throughout Queens. 
     This crucial federal funding 
was included in the new 2023 
government spending package 
that passed the House and Sen-
ate late last month, and has now 
been signed into law by President 
Biden.
     “As I’ve said, Queens deserves 
its fair share, and I’m thrilled to 
bring back more money for criti-
cal projects here in our borough,” 
said Congresswoman Meng. “I am 
especially pleased that I was able 
to secure more than double the 
amount of what I obtained in last 
year’s government spending bill. 
I am always honored and proud 
to fight for Queens and I’ll never 
stop working to ensure that our 
communities have the resources 
they need. I thank the President 
for signing the new spending bill 

into law, and look forward to this 
more than $21.3 million benefiting 
our borough, and the neighbor-
hoods I represent, for many years 
to come.” 
     Meng obtained a total of 
$21,317,066 for the 15 projects, 
which meet many urgent needs in 
Queens. They include: 
1.   $7 Million: Long Island 
Railroad (LIRR) Forest Hills 
station for the installation of new 
elevators, extending the platform 
length to accommodate more train 
cars (12 train cars), and several 
other station improvements. 
2.   $2 Million: The City of New 
York’s District 6 Open Restau-
rants Dining Kits for helping un-
der-resourced restaurants acquire 
safe, compliant, and aesthetically 
pleasing outdoor dining setups. 
These include restaurants hardest 
hit during the COVID-19 pan-
demic in low-to-moderate-income 
neighborhoods in Queens. 
3.   $2 Million: Metropolitan 
Council on Jewish Poverty (Met 
Council) for providing essential 
baby products and feminine hy-
giene products as part of its food 
programs to Queens residents. 
4.   Over $1.4 Million: Queens 
College for its Small Business De-
velopment Initiative to strengthen 
partnerships between local small 
businesses and the newly estab-
lished Queens College School of 
Business. 
5.   $1 Million: New York City 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst for 
the renovation of its Infectious 
Diseases Clinic. 
6.   $1 Million: Queens Chamber 
of Commerce for its Small Busi-
ness Legal Desk support program 
to support immigrant and small 
businesses in Queens.   
7.   $1 Million: Long Island Jewish 
Forest Hills for the establishment 
of Robotic Assisted Orthopedic 
Surgery for hip and knee replace-
ment procedures. 

Congresswoman Meng Secures More Than $21.3 Million 
For Local Projects in Queens

8.   $1 Million: Metropolitan 
Council on Jewish Poverty (Met 
Council) for ensuring its emer-
gency food programs meet the 
needs of food-insecure Queens 
residents. 9.   $1 Million: Com-
monpoint Queens for investing in 
unemployed and underemployed 
individuals in Queens to help them 
to gain skills and credentials to 
succeed in high-quality careers.  
10.  $800,000: LIFE Camp, Inc. for 
Therapeutic Wellness services in 
Queens to help increase commu-
nity safety, life expectancy, qual-
ity of life, and allowing for trauma 
informed care and practices. 
11.  $750,000: 100 Suits for 100 
Men for ensuring Queens neigh-
borhoods receive resources and 
ongoing services as they recover 
from the coronavirus pandemic, 
and allowing for a needs assess-
ment post COVID-19.     
12.  $750,000: Churches United 
for Fair Housing for supporting its 
housing related services that help 
tenants and those experiencing 
homelessness in Queens access 
safe and affordable housing. 
13.  $750,000: Queens College 
Colden Auditorium for this larg-
est indoor venue in Queens to be 
accessible, affordable, and a facil-
ity that meets the technical and 
production needs of performers. 
14.  $551,210: DOROT (which 
serves older adults) for expanding 
its remote program in Queens. 
15.  $250,000: La Jornada for 
empowering Queens families out 
of poverty. 
     The money that Meng secured 
is allocated under Congress’ 
Community Project Funding. The 
House Appropriations Committee 
is the panel that funds all of the 
federal government’s agencies, 
programs, and projects. In last 
year’s government spending bill, 
the Congresswoman obtained 
nearly $10 million for projects 
throughout Queens.

Queens Botanical Garden Announces $8 Million Gift, 
Largest Private Donation to Date

     Queens Botanical Garden 
(QBG) is thrilled to announce 
a transformative $8 million gift 
from The Joan N. and Norman 
Bluestone Foundation. In recog-
nition of this historic donation, 
the largest private donation to the 
Garden and one of the largest ever 
to a Queens cultural institution, 
QBG will name its future educa-
tion building after the Founda-
tion’s founders.
     The Joan N. and Norman Blue-
stone Foundation was formed in 
2002 with the purpose of fostering 
the education of disadvantaged 
children and young adults in the 
New York Metropolitan area. 
Queens Botanical Garden, with its 
many educational programs, ex-
emplifies that mission in the heart 
of Queens, which was always the 
home to the Foundation origina-
tors, Joan and Norman Bluestone. 
Joan was a longtime volunteer and 
donor at the Garden and served on 
its Board of Directors for many 
years. Joan passed away in 2020. 
Norman was a founding member 
of The Bluestone Organization, 
a Queens-based real estate com-
pany, along with his two brothers, 
Harold and Eli. Norman passed 
away in 2011. Joan and Norman 

frequented the Garden often and, 
in recognizing its potential to 
impact youth, they expressed their 
desire to memorialize their love of 
QBG by contributing to its future 
in a meaningful way.
     “We are so pleased to make this 
significant donation and having 
the Education Building bear Joan 
and Norman’s names,” said Sara 
B. Herbstman, President of the 
Joan N. and Norman Bluestone 
Foundation. “We couldn’t think 
of a better way to honor their 
memory.”
In addition to providing outstand-
ing botanical collections for over 

272,000 visitors annually, QBG 
offers cultural programming, pub-
lic events, and free to low-cost en-
vironmental education programs 
for New York City schoolchildren. 
This summer, QBG will break 
ground on a city-funded state of 
the art education building which 
will expand its capacity to serve 
the public. The $8 million gift 
from the Foundation will allow 
QBG to develop, pilot, launch, and 
sustain an expanded number of in-
novative environmental education 
programs as well as other enrich-

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato 
Sworn in For 4th Term

     Assemblywoman Stacey Phef-
fer Amato (D-South Queens) 
was sworn into her 4th term as 
a member of the New York State 
Assembly earlier this week. The 
Assemblywoman, who represents 
communities from Ozone Park 
to Howard Beach, and across the 
Rockaway Peninsula from Breezy 
Point to Far Rockaway, has been 
credited as a champion of women, 
public employees, senior citizens, 
and veterans due to her successful 
and often historic legislation. Her 
office has also received tremen-
dous praise for its commitment 
to residents of the district and 
has been responsible for resolving 
well over 6,000 constituent cases 

since 2017. 
     Pheffer Amato was met by 
applause and a standing ovation 
in the Assembly chamber when 
it came time to seat her. The full 
Assembly voted unanimously to 
seat the Assemblywoman. 
     “I am honored to return to the 
Assembly and fight for the people 
of the 23rd Assembly District. 
I love my community and am 
committed to ensuring that their 
voices will be heard! My sleeves 
are rolled up and I look forward 
to continuing to solve problems, 
bring resources to the people, and 
pass legislation that helps New 
Yorkers,” said Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato.

Call 718-592-2196
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Council Member Francisco Moya 
Celebrates Three Kings Day

     Students found some joy during 
Council Member Francisco Moya’s 
Three Kings Day toy distribution 
at P.S.110 The Tiffany School. In 
partnership with the Carpenter 
Contractor Alliance of Metropoli-
tan New York, more than 60 toys 
were distributed to children the 
afternoon of Friday, January 6. 
     Council Member Moya also pro-
vided funds for the celebration of 
the Three Kings at St. Leo Catholic 
Academy .
     I’m grateful for my brothers and 
sisters in labor at the Carpenter 
Contractor Alliance of Metro-
politan New York. Also thanks to 
Spectrum Charter Communica-
tions for their unending support to 
the families in my district. Thanks 
to their dedication, we were able 
to bring some joy, with the magic 
of Three Kings Day to more than 
50 students across district 21” said 
Council Member Francisco Moya.
     The “Three Kings” experience 
was thanks to  Carpenter Contrac-
tor Alliance of Metropolitan New 
York. 
     “Throughout the year and es-
pecially the holidays, NYC union 
Carpenters and contractors love 
to give back to our communi-
ties. What better way to end the 
Christmas festivities and spread 
cheer than to give gifts to children 

Children from St. Leo Catholic Academy with Council 
Member Francisco Moya during the 2023 Three Kings Day 
toy distribution.
with CM Francisco Moya for 
his cherished Three Kings Day 
celebration,” stated NYC District 
Council of Carpenters Executive 

Secretary-Treasurer Joseph Geiger. 
“We hope everyone has a healthy 
and happy holiday with their loved 
ones.”

Grammy Nominee Samara Joy to 
Perform at Queens College Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day Celebration

     Queens College will hold its 
annual Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day commemoration on Sunday, 
January 15, at 3 pm in LeFrak 
Concert Hall inside the school’s 
music building. One of the most 
highly regarded events of its kind 
in the city, this year’s presenta-
tion will honor Jelani Cobb, PhD, 
dean of the Columbia Journalism 
School and staff writer for The 
New Yorker. There will also be a 

performance by 2023 Grammy-
nominee Samara Joy, a jazz singer 
whose voice has inspired com-
parisons to Ella Fitzgerald and 
Sarah Vaughn. Queens College 
President Frank H. Wu will host. 
New York City Council Speaker 
Adrienne E. Adams, Queens Bor-
ough President Donovan Richards 
Jr., and Assembly Member and 
alumnus Khaleel Anderson will 
offer greetings.

Queens Chamber Of Commerce Announces Inaugural 
Queens’ Best Pizza Competition

Winner will be announced on 
National Pizza Pie Day – Febru-
ary 9

You can nominate your favorite 
pizzeria in Queens by visiting 
tinyurl.com/queensbestpizza

     On February 9, the debate over 
who has the best slices and pies 
in Queens will be settled once 
and for all. On National Pizza 
Pie Day, the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, the oldest and largest 
business association in Queens, 
will be holding the inaugural 
Queens’ Best Pizza Competition. 
Members of the public are encour-
aged to nominate and vote for their 
favorite pizzeria in Queens.
     “Small businesses, particularly 
restaurants, are the lifeblood of 
Queens’ diverse neighborhoods, 
creating jobs and opportunity, 
and adding to the unique character 
of our neighborhoods,” said Tom 
Grech, President and CEO of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce. 
“Queens, unquestionably has the 
best pizza around, and in every 
neighborhood in our borough 
you can easily find a great slice 
or pie. The Chamber is excited to 
crown the inaugural winner of the 
Queens’ Best Pizza Competition 
on February 9 – National Pizza 
Pie Day.  I am looking forward 
to visiting the winning pizzeria, 
and sampling their delicious of-
ferings. Regardless of who wins, 
we encourage everyone to hop on 
the bus, subway or train and visit 
their favorite Queens pizza place.”
     The Chamber is accepting 
nominations from the public at 
tinyurl.com/queensbestpizza. 
Nominations close on Friday, 
January 13. Public voting will 

start on Monday, January 23 and 
run through Friday, February 3. 
     The top vote-getter will be 
crowned Queens’ Best Pizza on 
National Pizza Pie Day – Thurs-
day February 9. The winning piz-
zeria will receive a complimentary 
membership to the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce. 
     About the Queens Chamber 

of Commerce: - The Queens 
Chamber of Commerce is the 
oldest and largest business as-
sociation in Queens, representing 
more than 1,400 businesses and 
more than 150,000 Queens-based 
employees. Its mission is to foster 
connections, educate for success, 
develop/implement programs and 
advocate for members’ interests. 

     “Governor Hochul proposed 
a thoughtful State of the State 
address that advances housing, 
mental health care, and economic 
opportunity as key priorities. As 
New York faces a serious housing 
crisis that impacts the health and 
safety of all New Yorkers, our 

city and state’s leaders are all pri-
oritizing solutions and Governor 
Hochul’s plan contributes to help-
ing ensure housing is available to 
New Yorkers. We must prioritize 
the equitable development of 
more affordable housing to meet 
this critical need. Our health and 
safety are shared, and rely on the 
well-being of all New Yorkers. 
Governor Hochul’s mental health 
plan proposes smart immediate 
and long-term investments to 
expand access to care, addressing 
the historic underinvestment that 
led us to today’s crisis. I look for-
ward to continuing to partner with 
Governor Hochul and all of our 
state leaders to ensure New York-
ers have the care, housing, and 
opportunity they need to thrive.”

Statement From Speaker Adams on 
Governor Hochul’s State of  

The State Address
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

It’s In Queens!  
(Jan. 6 to Jan. 12)

Read Our Paper Online Visit our website:  
www.queenstimes.com 

Follow the Links To Times Online 
ALSO Like us on facebook

www.facebook.com/queenstimes

     Queens hosts a plethora of ways 
to celebrate Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s life this week. Stay local for 
candlelight tours, comedy, art, 
rabbits, and Disco divas, too.
•    Jan. 12, La Suspendida: A Jazz 
Metal Opera, Jan. 14. This musical 
tells the chilling story of a doctor 
whose obsession with a beautiful 
young patient was so great that 
he kept her cadaver as his lover 
after her untimely death. Adding 
to the general gruesomeness, it’s 
told from the perspective of the 
woman. Shows at 8 pm. Culture 
Lab LIC, 5-25 46th Ave., Long 
Island City.
•    Jan. 13, Front and Center, 8 
pm. With great choreography and 
audience participation, this group 
does a great variety of music, in-
cluding Top 40, R&B, Pop, Rock, 
Oldies, Jazz, Funk, and Reggae. 
Resorts World New York City, 
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., South 
Jamaica.
•    Jan. 14, Candlelight Tours, 
6 pm. Explore three f loors of 
exhibits with a guide and learn 
about the families and history of 
a landmarked property. The tours 
repeat on Feb. 11 and March 11. 
Onderdonk House, 1820 Flushing 
Ave., Ridgewood.
•    Jan. 14, Imaginary Journeys, 
2:30 pm. The Jackson Heights-
based group Percussia showcases 
original music for f lute, harp, 
percussion, viola, and vocals by 
local composers. Jackson Heights 
Library, 35-51 81st St.
•    Jan. 14, Art for Families, 10:30 
am. Families with children (ages 
5–11) are invited to participate 
in conversations in the galleries 
and art-making in the studio. The 
Noguchi Museum, 09-01 33rd Rd., 
Long Island City.
•    Jan. 14, Sondheim: The Early 
Years, 2 pm. Plaza Theatrical 
Productions presents this show 
about famous lyricist Stephen 
Sondheim. Astoria Branch Li-
brary, 14-01 Astoria Blvd. 
•    Jan. 14, Year of the Rabbit Win-
ter Walk, 11 am. Celebrate Lunar 
New Year with family-friendly 
community art and a guided walk. 
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing.
•    Jan. 14, Imagine That, 8 pm. 
This party band provides high-
energy entertainment with a so-
phisticated sound. Resorts World 
New York City, 110-00 Rockaway 
Blvd., South Jamaica.
•    Jan. 15, MLK Day Celebration 
with Samara Joy, 3 pm. Samara 
Joy, who has been nominated for 
two Grammys (Best New Artist, 
Best Jazz Vocal Album), headlines 
a show that includes a keynote 
address by the event honoree, Co-
lumbia University Ira A. Lipman 
Professor of Journalism Jelani 
Cobb, and a post-show reception. 
LeFrak Concert Hall, 153-49 
Reeves Ave., Flushing.
•    Jan. 15, Turkish Meets 
Klezmer, 1 pm. Turkish pia-
nist Bilge Günaydın goes first. 
Klezmer trumpeter Frank Lon-

don goes second. Then, they jam 
together. Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
•    Jan. 15, Jackknife Comedy, 7 
pm. This monthly stand-up show 
is hosted and produced by two 
self-proclaimed dummies from 
Iowa, Gideon Hambright (Bravo) 
and Patrick Hastie (Laugh Spin). 
They invite their favorite comedi-
ans to do sets. QED Astoria, 27-16 
23rd Ave.
•    Jan. 16, MLK Day of Service, 
10 am. Commonpoint Queens 
organizes chances to plant daf-
fodil bulbs, donate blood, create 
a mural, make cards for isolated 
seniors, work in a food pantry, and 
other volunteer options in Forest 
Hills, Little Neck, and Jamaica.
•    Jan. 16, Child-Friendly MLK 
Jr. Day Celebration, 11 am. Crafts, 
storytime, and a guided winter 
walk centered on promoting love, 
hope, and unity. Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing.
•    Jan. 16, Open Rehearsal, 7:30 
pm. Try out for the Oratorio So-
ciety of Queens, a community 
chorus that performs around the 
borough. Rehearsal repeats on Jan. 
23. Temple Beth Sholom, 172nd 
Street and Northern Boulevard, 
Flushing.
•    Jan. 17, Photography Program, 
Feb. 28. The Noguchi Museum 
and Project Luz offer a free, week-
ly Spanish-language photography 
program for adults (16 and older). 
Sol Aramendi teaches techniques 

and image composition over seven 
sessions from 10 am to noon.
•    Jan. 19, National Braille Lit-
eracy Month & National Creativ-
ity Month, 3:30 pm. The Lewis 
Latimer House Museum and 
Tasha Dougé present this virtual 
workshop that honors Latimer 
and Laurence C. Jones and Mar-
tha Louise Morrow Foxx, two 
pioneering African American 
educators who are in the Hall of 
Fame: Leaders and Legends of the 
Blindness Field. Dougé teaches 
participants to use string lights 
to illuminate words in the Braille 
alphabet. (More zooms at 3:30 pm 
on Feb. 2 and March 16.)
•    Jan. 19, Disco Divas Featuring 
Mitch Matlock, 6 pm. Enjoy a 
disco dance floor and scene with 
songs like “Boogie Oogie Oogie,” 
“Native New Yorker,” “Hot Stuff,” 
“Bad Girls,” and “Car Wash.” 
Ridgewood Branch Library, 20-12 
Madison St.
•    Jan. 19, Literary Thursdays, 6 
pm. Zhuqing Li discusses Daugh-
ters of the Flower Fragrant Garden 
as part of this Queens Public 
Library program. Her new novel 
follows sisters separated by war as 
they forge new identities. They are 
forced to choose between family, 
nation, and their own indepen-
dence in this account that echoes 
the separation between mainland 
China and Taiwan. By phone: 
1.408.418.9388; Access Code: 
2342 019 9969.

QBGMLK 

KCA Samara Joy
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     U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
held a video press conference to 
announce over $130 million in fed-
eral funding she secured to help 
assist and revitalize New York’s 
overburdened health care system. 
The spread of the COVID-19 
XBB.1.5 sub-variant has fueled 
new challenges as public health 
workers continue building back 
from the pandemic and a difficult 
flu and RSV season. Gillibrand’s 
funding includes vital resources 
to support medical staff, maternal 
mental health programs, pandemic 
preparedness, research for Lyme 
and tick-borne diseases, and more. 
     “New York is currently facing 
a significant health care worker 
shortage and strain on our pub-
lic health infrastructure that is 
burdening workers and patients 
alike. The $130 million I fought 
for will play a fundamental role 
in easing this burden and build-
ing the capacity of our health care 
workforce across the state,” said 
Senator Gillibrand. “This signifi-
cant funding also invests in key 
medical priorities, like research 
for Lyme and tick-borne diseases 
and the addressing the rising rate 
of maternal deaths in the United 
States. These programs will help 
ensure all New York patients 
receive the care they deserve 
and will promote positive health 
outcomes for populations in medi-
cally underserved communities. 
New York’s health care system 
and our health care providers have 
been under historic levels of stress 
and these federal dollars will help 
get us back on track and build a 
more resilient future.”
1.   $42.3 million appropriated 
for maternal health: This funding 
will support maternal health care 
services and address the maternal 
mortality and postpartum de-

Gillibrand Announces Over $130 Million in Federal  
Funding to Help Assist And Revitalize New York’s  

Overburdened Health Care System
pression (PPD) crises facing the 
nation. It also funds a Maternal 
Mental Health Hotline to provide 
a 24-hour emergency contact for 
struggling mothers and families 
in need of immediate support. 
In addition, $34 million was au-
thorized for the Into the Light for 
Maternal Mental Health and Sub-
stance Use Disorders Act, which 
expands grants for states to create 
programs to address maternal 
mental health and substance use 
disorders.
2.   $50 million authorized for 
bolstering the community health 
care workforce: This funding will 
support public health jobs and 
infrastructure in New York and 
across the country. This funding 
builds on Senator Gillibrand’s 
Health Force legislation to recruit, 
train and employ hundreds of 
thousands of Americans to build 
public health capacity in under-
served communities.
3.   $9.2 million for Academic 
Centers for Public Health Pre-
paredness: This funding will 
support academic institutions 
with Centers for Public Health 
Preparedness. Academic medical 
centers have been at the forefront 
of our nation’s fight against the 
COVID-19 pandemic and have 
historically been used to estab-
lish infrastructure for advancing 
life-saving medical discoveries. 
This forward-thinking federal 
investment will provide direct 
support and fortify our nation’s 
emergency response prepared-
ness by supporting cutting-edge 
research, education, patient care, 
and community outreach.
4.   $47 million for Area Health 
Education Centers (AHEC): This 
funding will help support AHECs 
across the country, including the 
9 across New York State. More 

than 6 million New Yorkers live 
in primary care Health Profes-
sional Shortage Areas (HPSAs); 
this figure exceeds the primary 
care HPSA populations of 46 other 
states. Local New York AHECs 
help address workforce short-
ages by introducing high school 
students to careers in health care 
and working with local nursing, 
medical, and physician assistant 
schools to provide students an op-
portunity to understand the social 
and cultural factors that influence 
an individual’s overall health and 
access to quality care. New York 
AHEC locations include: 
1.   Bronx Westchester AHEC in 
the Bronx 
2.   Brooklyn-Queens-Long Island 
AHEC in Brooklyn 
3.   Manhattan-Staten Island 
AHEC in New York City 
4.   Central New York AHEC in 
Cortland 
5.   Catskill Hudson AHEC in 
Highland 
6.   Hudson Mohawk AHEC in 
Latham 
7.   Northern AHEC in Canton 
8.   Western New York Rural 
AHEC in Warsaw 
9.   Erie Niagara AHEC in Buffalo  
5.   $33 million for Lyme and tick-
borne diseases: This funding will 
support research, surveillance, 
and prevention for Lyme and tick-
borne diseases. New York State 
has seen over 90,000 reported 
cases of Lyme in the last two 
decades, and incidence of Lyme 
nationally has nearly doubled 
since the early 1990s. Despite the 
high number of vector-borne dis-
eases in New York and across the 
country, the federal investment in 
research and prevention for these 
diseases has remained low, with 
just a few hundred dollars spent 
per case of Lyme disease.

ing activities for the community 
at large.
     “Those of us who know the 
Garden understand that it is a crit-
ical resource for the community,” 
said Evie Hantzopoulos, Queens 
Botanical Garden Executive Di-
rector. “A gift of this magnitude 
not only recognizes all that the 
Garden offers; it also validates 
the direction it is taking to expand 
its capacity, programming, and 
role as a leading cultural institu-
tion in New York City. We are 
deeply grateful to the Foundation 
for their generosity.”
     “I’m thrilled the Queens 
Botanical Garden, one of our 
borough’s crown jewels, has 
received a historic $8 million 
gift courtesy of The Joan N. and 
Norman Bluestone Foundation, 
which will help them create 
fresh, environmentally-centered 
programming within its upcom-
ing state-of-the-art education 
center,” said Queens Borough 
President Donovan Richards Jr. 
“With this donation, and our col-
lective investment in the Garden, 
we give them the tools to continue 
to cultivate the minds and spirits 
of the hundreds of thousands of 
visitors it welcomes every year.”
     “Queens Botanical Garden is 
a vital community institution that 
benefits New Yorkers of all ages 
and backgrounds,” said Speaker 
Adrienne Adams. “QBG provides 
a tranquil environment for resi-
dents to relax, hosts free public 
events, and offers educational 
programs for students and visi-
tors across the city. The Council 
is proud to support Queens Bo-
tanical Garden through critical 
investments, including funding 
for the new Education Center. 
With the generous donation of 
$8 million from The Joan N. and 
Norman Bluestone Foundation, 
communities throughout our city 
will benefit from new initiatives 
and programs. This contribution 
will have a lasting impact for 
generations to come, and I thank 
the foundation for their historic 
and meaningful donation.”
     “Our community is enriched 
by the Queens Botanical Garden 
and the staff who work tirelessly 
to make sure it remains a place 
of conservation, exploration, 
and learning,” said Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic. “This latest 
investment will support the pro-
grams and operations of the new 

Education Center and will help 
provide enhanced environmental 
education experiences for all New 
Yorkers.”
     “Queens Botanical Garden is 
a green oasis offering education, 
culture, and tranquility in the 
heart of this diverse, bustling bor-
ough,” said NYC Cultural Affairs 
Commissioner Laurie Cumbo. 
“A huge congratulations to QBG 
on this historic gift from The 
Joan N. and Norman Bluestone 
Foundation which, in conjunction 
with DCLA’s support, will invest 
in their new education building 
and other critical garden needs to 
help ensure a bright (and green!) 
future for QBG.”
     “On behalf of the Board of 
Trustees, I am deeply grateful to 
the Joan N. and Norman Blue-
stone Foundation for this trans-
formative gift,” said Raymond 
Jasen, Chair of Queens Botanical 
Garden Board of Trustees. “It 
demonstrates a deep commit-
ment to the future of New York 
City schoolchildren as well as a 
belief that the Garden is capable 
of stewarding such a generous 
donation to fulfill its mission.”
     About QBG’s Future Education 
Center -     Scheduled to open in 
late 2024, the Center’s innovative 
design will add four classrooms, 
a teaching kitchen, an education 
solarium, a green roof, and ample 
space for indoor and outdoor 
programming, creating countless 
new learning opportunities. The 
new state-of-the-art Education 
Center will help us reach over 
40,000 students and visitors 
per year — that’s 10,000 more 
visitors a year! That means more 
teaching, more learning, and 
more connecting with nature.
     About Queens Botanical Gar-
den - Queens Botanical Garden 
(QBG) is an urban oasis where 
people, plants, and cultures are 
celebrated through inspiring 
gardens, innovative educational 
programs, and real-world appli-
cations of environmental stew-
ardship.
     QBG is located on 39 acres 
owned by the City of New York 
at the northeast corner of Flush-
ing Meadows-Corona Park.  QBG 
evolved from the five-acre “Gar-
dens on Parade” exhibit show-
cased at the 1939-1940 New York 
World’s Fair and remained at the 
original World’s Fair site until 
1961, when it was moved to its 
current location on Main Street 
in Flushing.

Queens Botanical Garden Announces 
$8 Million Gift, Largest Private  

Donation to Date

     Upon passage of H.R. 11, 
Establishing the Select Commit-
tee on the Strategic Competition 
Between the United States and 
the Chinese Communist Party, 
Democrat ic Leader Hakeem 
Jeffries issued the following 
statement:
     “House Democrats have been 
clear that we are willing to extend 
the hand of bipartisan partner-
ship on issues where we can 
work together for the American 
people, and will also stand up 
against extremism where neces-

Leader Jeffries Statement on The Creation of The Bipartisan 
Select Committee on The Strategic Competition Between The 

United States And The Chinese Communist Party
sary. As it relates to the new Se-
lect Committee on the Strategic 
Competition Between the United 
States and the Chinese Com-
munist Party, House Democrats 
will work in a serious, sober and 
strategic manner to evaluate our 
relationship with the Chinese 
government and to address the 
rise of authoritarianism globally. 
House Democrats will firmly 
speak out against xenophobic 
rhetoric and conspiracy theories 
should this committee devolve 
into extreme MAGA Republican 

talking points that further anti-
Asian hate crimes in this country. 
     Under the leadership of Speak-
er Emerita Nancy Pelosi and 
Congressional-Executive Com-
mission on China Co-Chair Jim 
McGovern, House Democrats 
have led the way in holding the 
Chinese government accountable 
for human rights violations and 
to international rule of law stan-
dards. In the coming days, I look 
forward to naming Democrats 
who will represent the American 
people on the committee.”

Flushing Town Hall Celebrates Lunar New Year With  
Chinese Theatre Works’ Hao Bang-ah, Rabbit!

     On Sunday, January 29, Flush-
ing Town Hall welcomes Chinese 
Theatre Works to its stage for two 
family-friendly performances at 1 
PM and 3 PM to celebrate the Year 
of the Rabbit with Hao Bang-ah, 
Rabbit!, featuring traditional 
budaixi-style puppetry and live 
music. Both performances will be 
followed by hands-on workshops 
for children. 
     Lunar New Year, the most 

important traditional festival in 
Asian cultures, marks the start of 
a new year following the moon 
cycle. Each year is represented 
by one of twelve zodiac animals 
and 2023 is the Year of the Rab-
bit, commencing January 22. The 
Rabbit is known to be the luckiest 
out of all twelve zodiac animals, 
symbolizing such character traits 
as creativity, compassion, and 
sensitivity. 

     “Hao Bang Ah!” is a common 
Chinese expression meaning 
“Great!” or “Well done!” 
Each year, Chinese Theatre Works 
celebrates the Lunar New Year 
season with an original “budaixi,” 
which is a traditional Chinese 
glove-puppet production that 
features the twelve animals of the 
Chinese zodiac. This year’s show 
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Credit Acceptance Corporation 
Pushed Consumers into Unaf-
fordable Loans and Cut Secret 
Financial Deals with Car Deal-
erships 

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James and the Consum-
er Financial Protection Bureau 
(CFPB) today sued Credit Ac-
ceptance Corporation (CAC), one 
of the nation’s largest subprime 
auto lenders, for deceiving thou-
sands of low-income New Yorkers 
into high-interest car loans. The 
lawsuit alleges that CAC pushed 
unaffordable loans onto tens of 
thousands of low-income consum-
ers throughout the state without 
considering their ability to repay 
their loans in full. CAC mis-
stated key terms on loan agree-
ments, including the principal 
and interest amounts, and did not 
disclose thousands of dollars in 
credit charges. In addition, CAC 
packaged these illegal loans into 
securities that it sold to investors. 
These deceptive lending practices 
lowered consumers’ credit scores 
and cost New Yorkers millions 
of dollars. The lawsuit seeks to 
end CAC’s abusive and deceptive 
practices, reform or eliminate ex-
isting CAC loan agreements, and 
collect restitution for impacted 
consumers.
     “CAC claimed to help low-
income New Yorkers purchase 
cars, but instead, drove them 
straight into debt,” said Attorney 
General James. “CAC steered 
hardworking New Yorkers toward 
financial ruin by tricking them 
into unaffordable, high-interest 
auto loans while cutting back-
room deals with dealers to protect 
their own profits. These predatory 
actions hurt innocent people and 
left them with mountains of debt. I 
thank the CFPB for their partner-
ship to stop this harm and protect 
everyday New Yorkers.”
     “Credit Acceptance obscured 
the true cost of its loans to car 
buyers, leading to severe finan-
cial distress for borrowers and 
subjecting them to aggressive 
debt collection tactics on loans 
its own systems predicted that 
borrowers can’t afford to repay,” 
said CFPB Director Rohit Chopra. 
“The CFPB’s action with the New 
York Attorney General seeks to 
end Credit Acceptance’s unlawful 
practices and makes consumers 
whole.”
     CAC is a subprime auto lender 
that claims to help low-income 
borrowers with low or little credit 
history get loan approval and 
improve their credit. An investiga-
tion by the Office of the Attorney 
General (OAG) found that CAC’s 
lending practices were deceptive 
and left tens of thousands of New 
Yorkers with massive debt. The 

Attorney General James And CFPB Sue Auto Lender For 
Cheating Thousands of New Yorkers

OAG’s investigation also found 
that CAC routinely pushed bor-
rowers into purchasing vehicles 
that were worth far less than their 
loans. This predatory practice led 
many borrowers to lose their ve-
hicles through repossession, while 
still owing thousands of dollars 
on the loans. CAC attempted to 
collect on those loans through 
lawsuits, default judgments, debt 
collection, and wage garnishment. 
Even borrowers who paid off 
their CAC loans ended up pay-
ing thousands of dollars more in 
hidden credit charges that CAC 
and car dealerships they were 
affiliated with built into the loan 
agreements.
     The OAG’s investigation found 
that while CAC’s loan agreements 
in New York claimed an annual 
percentage rate (APR) of 22.99 
percent or 23.99 percent, CAC 
actually charged more than 38 
percent APR on average — and 
on numerous occasions charged 
more than 100 percent APR. As 
a result of CAC’s high-interest 
loans, nearly 90 percent of New 
York borrowers became delin-
quent on their loans at some point, 
often leading to additional fees 
that added to the cost of their al-
ready expensive car loans. More 
than half of New York borrowers 
failed to repay their loans by the 
terms of the loan agreements, 
with 44 percent of New York bor-
rowers experiencing repossession 
at some point. 
     As an example of CAC’s typical 
business practices, one consumer, 
who supports two minor children, 
signed up for a CAC loan requir-
ing her to pay more than $13,000, 
despite the dealer needing only 
$5,614 to sell her the car. After she 
paid more than $7,600 to CAC, 
they repossessed her vehicle, sold 
it at auction, and sued her for more 
than $7,500.
     The lawsuit alleges that CAC 
projected, down to the penny, 
how much money it could extract 
from borrowers through loan pay-
ments, late fees, repossession and 
auction, debt collection, and wage 
garnishment, without considering 
a consumer’s ability to repay their 
loan. CAC then offered to split 
the projected collections with its 
affiliated dealers. Through this 
practice, CAC ensured that as 
long as it collected the projected 
amount, both CAC and the dealer 
would profit — even if the bor-
rower ended up in delinquency, 
default, or had the vehicle repos-
sessed. 
     In addition, the lawsuit alleges 
that CAC cut deals with its affili-
ated dealerships and assisted them 
in misleading consumers by in-
cluding costly add-on products in 
their purchases. Despite receiving 
repeated complaints that its deal-

ers fraudulently told consumers 
that these products were required 
and that dealers even included the 
products without the consumer’s 
consent, CAC took no action to 
stop this. Instead, CAC contin-
ued to incentivize its dealers to 
push these products and actually 
adopted e-signing practices that 
made it easier for dealers to in-
clude the products with little or 
no notice to consumers.
     The final step in CAC’s decep-
tion was to unload a large pro-
portion of the loans onto unsus-
pecting investors, packaging the 
consumer loans into securities. In 
creating, marketing, and selling 
these securities, CAC represented 
to initial purchasers, rating agen-
cies, and investors who purchased 
the securities that the underlying 
loans complied with applicable 
law. However, these representa-
tions were false, and the lawsuit 
alleges that CAC’s statements 
constituted securities fraud under 
New York’s Martin Act.
     Through this lawsuit, At-
torney General James seeks to 
stop CAC’s abusive and decep-
tive practices, reform or rescind 
existing CAC loan agreements, 
provide restitution to impacted 
New Yorkers, and secure penal-
ties and damages from CAC due 
to this unacceptable and illegal 
behavior.
The OAG encourages New York-
ers who have had negative experi-
ences or feel they have been taken 
advantage of by CAC or its affili-
ated dealers to submit an online 
complaint with the Consumer 
Frauds Bureau.
     This litigation is being handled 
by Assistant Attorney General 
Christopher L. Filburn of the 
Consumer Frauds and Protection 
Bureau, under the supervision of 
Bureau Chief Jane M. Azia and 
Deputy Bureau Chief Laura J. 
Levine, and by Assistant Attor-
ney General John Ruth, Senior 
Enforcement Counsel Roger 
Waldman, and Legal Assistant 
Charmaine Blake of the Inves-
tor Protection Bureau, under the 
supervision of Bureau Chief 
Shamiso Maswoswe and Acting 
Deputy Bureau Chief Kenneth 
Haim, all with assistance from 
Data Scientist Jasmine McAl-
lister of the Research and Ana-
lytics Department, Director of 
Research and Analytics Jonathan 
Werberg, and Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General in Charge of the 
Rochester Regional Office Bruce 
Benjamin. The Consumer Frauds 
and Protection Bureau and Inves-
tor Protection Bureau are part of 
the Division for Economic Justice, 
which is led by Chief Deputy At-
torney General Chris D’Angelo 
and overseen by First Deputy 
Attorney General Jennifer Levy.

or beyond the typical useful life 
of 15 to 20 years for a multifamily 
residential property.
     The New York State Legislature 
allocated $300 million to NYCHA 
in the 2020 and 2021 state budgets 
to upgrade the oldest elevators in 
the Authority’s portfolio. NYCHA 
first presented the State Capital 
Revitalization Plan in September 
2021 to outline its approach to 
achieving this goal, and it was 
approved by DASNY in the most 
recent funding agreement.
     The funding allowed the plan-
ning process for elevator replace-
ment to begin in early April. The 
timeline for elevator replacement 
work across the 20 different sites is 
estimated to range from 49 months 
(Cassidy-Lafayette Houses) to 81 
months (Marcy Houses), depend-
ing on the number of elevators 
that need to be replaced and the 
age of the relevant developments. 
All elevator construction work is 
scheduled to be complete by early 
December 2028.
A full list of the developments that 
will receive elevator upgrades is 
available here.
     This effort builds upon Gover-
nor Hochul’s dedication to provide 
safe, stable homes for New York 
public housing residents. Since 
2016, New York State has provided 
over $1.2 billion to NYCHA, with 
$350 million allocated in FY 2023. 
These critical investments have 
been used toward heating, secu-
rity, elevator, and other improve-
ments, along with quality-of-life 
enhancements.
     In June, Governor Hochul 
signed legislation creating the 
New York City Public Hous-
ing Preservation Trust, a public 
benefit corporation, to help fund 
repair, rehabilitation, and mod-
ernization of 25,000 apartments 
under NYCHA control. The Trust 
also guarantees homes are kept 
affordable by preserving rights 
that ensure residents only pay 30 
percent of their income toward 
rent, residents maintain all cur-
rent succession rights, apartments 
will continue to be reserved for 
low-income residents, and that 
apartment vacancies will continue 
to be filled using the NYCHA 
waiting list.
     Representative Nydia Velázquez 
said, “Consistent and reliable 
elevator service is a necessity for 
all NYCHA residents, particu-
larly our seniors and those with 
mobility impairments. The efforts 
announced today will improve 
elevator service for thousands 
of residents. I look forward to 
continuing to work with Gover-
nor Hochul, Mayor Adams, and 
other local leaders to ensure every 
NYCHA resident has the safe and 
affordable housing they deserve.”
     Assembly Speaker Carl Heastie 
said, “In the Assembly Major-
ity we have worked to make sure 
New Yorkers can find quality, af-
fordable and accessible housing. 
Replacing elevators in these 20 de-
velopments will help improve the 
quality of life for these NYCHA 
residents. NYCHA is home to 
thousands of New Yorkers, many 

of whom are aging, and rely on 
elevators to maneuver their day 
to day. These necessary invest-
ments will assist in modernizing 
NYCHA developments across our 
great city.”
     State Senator John Liu said, “It 
is welcome news that NYCHA’s 
Leavitt Street community will 
finally begin to see some measure 
of reprieve for its beleaguered 
elevators. Working elevators are 
a necessity for New York City 
housing, especially for our senior 
citizens and people with disabili-
ties. While long overdue, these 
repairs are an appropriate first 
step to correcting years of subpar 
living conditions.”
   Assemblymember Stefani Ziner-
man said, “The New York State 
Legislature is dedicated to provid-
ing safe and affordable housing for 
all New Yorkers. Our investment 
of $300 million to upgrade eleva-
tors in Marcy Houses is critical to 
the lives of residents, especially 
for our elders, families with young 
children and the disabled. The 
New York State Assembly will 
continue working with City, State, 
and Federal legislators to sup-
port the infrastructure needs of 
NYCHA.”
Assemblymember Edward Gibbs 
said, “As the Assemblymember 
that represents the highest concen-
tration of public housing develop-
ments in the country, I am elated 
that we in the State Legislature 
are showing our commitment to 
improving NYCHA. Elevators 
are crucial to ensuring the quality 
of life in our NYCHA develop-
ments, especially for those who 
are mobility impaired. I thank 
Governor Hochul, NYCHA and 
my colleagues for partnering in 
securing this funding.”
Former State Senator Diane Sa-
vino said, “We are very excited 
about this development and com-
mitment on the part of the State 
and DASNY to provide long 
overdue and needed capital funds 
for the NYCHA complexes in 
our district. Elevator repairs and 
replacement are crucial to im-
proving the quality of life of so 
many people who reside in public 
housing.”
Former Assemblymember and 
Chair of the New York State 
Assembly Housing Committee 
Steven Cymbrowitz said, “These 
elevator upgrades are urgently 
needed and represent a meaning-
ful investment in NYCHA housing 
stock that will benefit residents for 
many years to come. I was pleased 
to work with my colleagues to 
make this critical funding avail-
able for these projects, and I look 
forward to continuing to work 
with NYCHA leadership to en-
hance the well-being of the over 
400,000 public housing residents 
who call NYCHA developments 
home.”
Danny Barber, Chair, Citywide 
Council of Presidents, said, “I am 
pleased to hear that these much-
needed elevator replacements are 
being brought to NYCHA devel-
opments across the city. I am con-
fident that, once completed, these 
improvements will bring major 
relief to public housing residents.”

Governor Hochul, Mayor Adams, 
NYCHA Undertake Effort to Replace 

Elevators in Developments Serving  
Nearly 34,000 Residents

     “Securing the future of the MTA 
-- and the city and state that rely 
on it -- demands a bold, positive 
vision from New York’s governor, 
who controls the system. Funding 
for more frequent subway and bus 
service in the governor’s upcoming 
executive budget will be essential to 
providing a sound fiscal footing for 
public transit.

Transit Riders Respond to Governor Hochul’s State of  
The State Address

     “Running buses and trains at 
least every six minutes will draw 
riders, improve safety, and advance 
equity and resilience for transit’s 
and New York’s future. With the 
backing of her New New York 
panel, the Climate Action Council, 
and Albany lawmakers, Governor 
Hochul has a unique opportunity 
to make transit history with her 

budget this year.
     “Transit riders from across the 
Bronx to central Brooklyn to South-
east Queens elected the governor 
last fall, turning out to put her over 
the top in a tight race. We’re going 
to fight for the shorter waits and 
faster trips we need and deserve and 
we won’t let up until Albany deliv-
ers the money to make it happen.”
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N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
SPECIMEN DESIGNS LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/17/2022. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1867 Bleecker St., 
Apt 2F, Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

168-07 Northern Blvd LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with Secy. Of State 
of N.Y. (SSNY) on 11/17/2022. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 168-
07 Northern Blvd LLC, 168-
07 Northern Blvd, Flushing 
NY 11358, which is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023Notice of Formation of RGM 

TRANSPORT LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/19/2022. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 5860 78th 
Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

Notice of Formation of NF 
Psychology, PLLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/29/22. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of PLLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Rodin Legal, 
P.C., 215 E 58th St, Ste 4C, NY, 
NY 10022. Purpose: practice 
the profession of Psychology. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

1876 PALMETTO STREET 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
t he  SS N Y on  12 / 01/ 2 2 .  
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to the LLC, 1876 
Palmetto Street, Apartment 
1R, Ridgewood, NY  11385.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
TRESIA’S LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/05/2022. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 204 Astoria 
Blvd, Apt 6E, Astoria, NY 11102. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

Notice of Formation of DIAMOND 
LUXE HOMES LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/03/2022. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 14729 
235th St., Rosedale, NY 11422. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

APEKS GROUP LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/12/2022. Of f ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Denis 
Xhar i,  41-20 39th Street, 
Long Island City, NY 11104. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
SAVAGE SAGE LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/21/2022. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 341B Park Cres. 
College Point, NY 11356. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/22,29/2022,1/5,12,19&26/2023

Notice of Formation of 41-04 
159th Street LLC amended to 
41-04 & 41-08 159th Street 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 8/26/22. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: The LLC, 29 West 
Main St, Oyster Bay, NY 11771. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
12/29/2022,1/5,12,19,26&2/2/2023

182 JMC LLC, Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 12/21/2022. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 18230 Jamaica Ave, 
Hollis, NY 11433. Reg Agent: 
Fuqun CPA, P.C., 94 Oxford 
Blvd., Great Neck, NY 11023. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/29/2022,1/5,12,19,26&2/2/2023

162ND STREET FRESH 
MEADOWS, LLC, Ar ts. of 
Org. f i led with the SSNY 
on 12/21/2022. Off ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 14 -26 136th Street, 
College Point, NY 11356. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/29/2022,1/5,12,19,26&2/2/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
HORIZON MAINTENANCE 
INC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/18/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 23-64 92nd 
Street, Flushing, NY 11369. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/29/2022,1/5,12,19,26&2/2/2023

2467 CAMBRELENG NY LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 01/24/22. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 144-20 
69th Ave, Flushing, NY  11367.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
1/5,12,19,26,2/2&9/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
H E AT I N G  &  C O O L I N G 
DOCTOR, LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/30/22. Office 
location: Queens County.  Princ. 
office of LLC: 90-17 Corona 
Ave., Elmhurst, NY 11373. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
the LLC, c/o Lawrence H. 
Schoenbach, Esq., Law Offices 
of Lawrence H. Schoenbach, 
111 Broadway, Ste. 901, NY, NY 
10006. Purpose: Construction.  
1/12,19,26,2/2,9&16/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
HERRERA DISTRIBUTORS 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/09/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 14825 89th Avenue, 
30,  Jamaica,  NY 11435. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
1/12,19,26,2/2,9&16/2023

     Thomas Shortman Train-
ing, Scholarship and Safety 
Fund will conduct a recruit-
ment from February 6, 2023 
through February 17, 2023 
for 30 Multi-Story Win-
dow and Building Surface 
Cleaner apprentices, the 
New York State Department 
of Labor announced today.
     Applications must be ob-
tained in person at Thomas 
Shortman Training, Schol-
arship and Safety Fund, 25 
West 18th Street, 4th Floor, 
New York, NY, Monday 
through Friday from 9:00 
a.m. to 1:00 p.m., during the 
recruitment period. Appli-
cations must be completed 
and submitted onsite on the 
same day they are received.
     This is a limited-appli-
cation recruitment. Only 
300 applications will be 
distributed, on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The re-
cruitment will be offered 
for 10 business days or until 
300 applications have been 
issued, whichever comes 
first.
     The Committee requires 
that applicants:
•    Must be at least 18 years 
old. Proof will be required 

Legal not ice of formation 
of Bluejacket Strategies, 
LLC. Art. Of Org. Filed with 
the SSNY on 12/22/2022. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
Corporation Service Company 
is designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served at 80 State St., 
Albany, NY 12207. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity. 
1/12,19,26,2/2,9&16/2023

Window Cleaners Recruit Apprentices
after selection and prior to 
enrollment in apprentice-
ship.
•    Must have a high school 
diploma or a high school 
equivalency diploma (such 
as TASC or GED). Proof 
will be required after selec-
tion and prior to enrollment 
in apprenticeship.
•    Must sign a statement 
indicating that they are 
physically able to perform 
the work of the trade, which 
may include: 
•    Working outside, at 
heights, attached to a win-
dow cleaning safety belt.
•    Working off suspended 
scaffolds at heights of 500 
feet or more.
•    Having no fear of heights 
of 500 feet.
•    Climbing and working 
off extension ladders at 
heights of 50 feet.
•    Setting up and taking 
down six pieces of sectional 
ladders.
•    Raising and lowering 
ladders and davits for sus-
pended scaffolds.
•    Must have reliable trans-
portation to and from vari-
ous work sites and required 
classes at the approved 

school.
•    Must pass a substance 
abuse test, at the expense of 
the sponsor, after selection 
and prior to enrollment in 
apprenticeship.
     For further information, 
applicants should contact 
Thomas Shortman Train-
ing, Scholarship and Safety 
Fund at (917) 992-5004. 
Additional job search as-
sistance can be obtained at 
your local New York State 
Department of Labor Ca-
reer Center (see: dol.ny.gov/
career-centers).
     Apprentice programs 
registered with the Depart-
ment of Labor must meet 
standards established by the 
Commissioner. Under state 
law, sponsors of programs 
cannot discriminate against 
applicants because of race, 
creed, color, national ori-
gin, age, sex, disability, or 
marital status. Women and 
minorities are encouraged 
to submit applications for 
apprenticeship programs. 
Sponsors of programs are 
required to adopt affirma-
tive action plans for the 
recruitment of women and 
minorities.

stars the Rabbit, who will 
preside over a jolly selec-
tion of wild puppet skits, 
dances, popular songs, and 
well-known Chinese say-
ings that celebrate the wit 
and wisdom of the zodiac 
animals.
     Special guests include 
the Jade Rabbit on the 
Moon and other all-star 
members of the zodiac pup-
pet ensemble. Sing-alongs, 
games, and hands-on post-
show demonstrations will 
make the Chinese bilingual 
cultural experience acces-
sible to even the youngest 
audience members.
     Queens-based Chinese 
Theatre Works (CTW) was 
created in 2001 out of the 
merger of two nonprofit 
institutions with long histo-
ries of bringing traditional 
and innovative, contempo-
rary Chinese performing 
arts to local New York City, 
national and international 
audiences. CTW has won 
the highest honor in U.S. 
puppetry, a Citation of 
Excellence from UNIMA-
USA for their show Toy 
Theater Peony Pavilion. 
The company has also been 
featured at many festivals 
and conferences across 
the world, including the 

Puppeteers of America’s 
National Festival; Puppet 
Power in Calgary, Can-
ada; the DALA Festival 
in Seoul, South Korea; 
Taipei Children’s Theater 
Association’s Festival in 
Taiwan; and the Puppeteers 
of America’s Northeast 
Regional Festival. 
     The play Hao Bang-ah, 
Rabbit! was written and 
directed by Kuang-Yu Fong 
and Stephen Kaplin, and 
Stephen Kaplin was re-
sponsible for puppet design 
and construction. You can 
see a parade of their zodiac 
animals here.
     “We are excited to 
welcome Chinese Theatre 
Works’ talented team to 
Flushing Town Hall to 
teach our young audiences 
about Lunar New Year 
traditions as we ring in 
the Year of the Rabbit,” 
says Flushing Town Hall’s 
Execut ive and Ar t ist ic 
Director Ellen Kodadek. 
“Flushing, home to di-
verse Asian American and 
immigrant communities, 
is the best place in New 
York to celebrate one of the 
most joyful Asian holidays 
first-hand, and we highly 
recommend eating at one of 
the outstanding local Asian 
restaurants while you are in 
the neighborhood.”

     Flushing Town Hall 
will be celebrating the Lu-
nar New Year all month 
long. Additional programs 
preceding Chinese The-
atre Works’ presentations 
earlier this month include 
the “Thump Thump” Rab-
bit Coloring Workshop on 
Saturday, January 21 at 3 
PM and a special Lunar 
New Year Photo Exhibition 
which opens which a recep-
tion on January 21 and is on 
display until February 26.
     Chinese Theatre Works 
will present two 40-minute 
performances of Hao Bang-
ah, Rabbit! on Sunday, Jan-
uary 29 at 1 PM and 3 PM. 
Each performance is fol-
lowed by a 45-minute post-
performance workshop at 
1:45 PM and 3:45 PM. Tick-
ets (Performance ONLY) 
are $15/$10 for members, 
seniors, students, and chil-
dren under 12. Tickets (Per-
formance PLUS Workshop) 
are $22/$17 for members, 
seniors, students, and chil-
dren under 12. All ages are 
welcome. Workshop space 
is limited (25 participants 
max). Tickets can be pur-
chased here. 
     For more information:
www.flushingtownhall.org
(718) 463-7700 x222
137-35 Nor ther n Blvd. 
Flushing, NY 11354

Flushing Town Hall Celebrates Lunar New Year 
With Chinese Theatre Works’ Hao Bang-ah, Rabbit!

Notice of Formation of MADAM 
SARA(H) CHARCUTERIE & 
GRAZING, LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/27/2022. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 92-19 190th 
Street, Apt 3, Hollis, NY 11423. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.  
1/12,19,26,2/2,9&16/2023
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Inauguration of Thomas P. DiNapoli 
NYS Comptroller

Congresswoman Grace Meng congratulates NYS Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli at his Inaugural Ceremony.


