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Queens DA Hosts Black History Month 
Celebration in Rochdale Village

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz speaks at a Black History Month celebration hosted by her 
office at the Rochdale Village Community Center. Photo by Paul Frangipane. See story on page 7.

Start of Full-Scale LIRR Service to 
Grand Central Madison Began Monday

NYS Governor Kathy Hochul; US Senate Majority Leader Charles Schumer; MTA Chair 
and CEO Janno Lieber; Interim President of the Long Island Rail Road and President 
of Metro-North Railroad Catherine Rinaldi; Congressman Jerry Nadler; former NY 
Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney; Suffolk County executive Steve Bellone with 
federal and local elected officials celebrating the official opening of Grand Central 
Madison which will have full Long Island Rail Road service. See story on page 2.

NYPD Remembers PO Edward Byrne 
on 35th Anniversary of His  

Assassination in South Jamaica

Mayor Eric Adams and NYPD Commissioner Keechant Sewell 
joined the men and women of the 103rd Precinct as they 
marked the 35th anniversary of the assassination of rookie 
cop Edward Byrne in South Jamaica. Photo by Bruce Adler. 
See story on page 3.

Comments by Lisa Ackerman
Columbus Citizens Foundation Executive Director 
     The legacy of Columbus monuments in the United States 
is complex, as Columbus was first an American symbol and 
later became an important emblem of the Italian American 
community. Columbus, linked to the early years of the United 
States as a new nation, was seen as a symbol of the bold ideas of 
greater a nation that was free of colonial rule.  As I’ve noted in 
the past, the Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia, celebrated 
the great gift of a statue of Columbus as one of important 
ceremonies in Fairmont Park. Later, Columbus was embraced 
by the Italian American community as a representation of the 
contributions of Italians and Italian Americans to the betterment 
of the United States.
     While it is easy to forget the ways in which Italian immigrants 
were persecuted in earlier periods of immigration, this does not 
mean that defiling the symbol of one group gives legitimacy 
to the claims that Columbus is no longer a valid historical fig-
ure for Americans or Italian Americans. Columbus, as many 
figures of the past and present, was a flawed individual. He is 
celebrated not for his failings, but for his extraordinary voy-
age from Europe to the Americas. Whether Columbus statues 
remain on our streets and in our parks, we cannot undo history. 
The consequences of his voyages were profound. 
     Police said, that they have a video of two people who possibly 
vandalized the statue of Christopher Columbus in Central Park 
by dousing it with red paint and scrawled “murderer” across 
its stone pedestal.
     The defacing of a public statue is a criminal and cowardly 
act, no matter what the motivation.

The Defacing of The Statue of  
Christopher Columbus in Central Park
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona, 
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip. 
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the 
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to 
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your 
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

Start of Full-Scale LIRR Service to 
Grand Central Madison Began Monday

(Continued from page 1)

     Governor Kathy Hochul, Senate 
Majority Leader Charles Schumer 
and MTA Chair and CEO Janno 
Lieber, along with federal and lo-
cal elected officials celebrating the 
official opening of Grand Central 
Madison with full Long Island 
Rail Road service began Monday. 
The new schedules provide in-
creased service levels by a historic 
41 percent and offer direct access 
to Midtown east, the biggest job 
hub in the country, provide more 
frequent, reliable service, includ-
ing in Queens and Brooklyn, and 
true reverse-peak service on the 
Port Jefferson and Ronkonkoma 
Branches for the first time.   
     “Grand Central Madison is 
a public transportation feat that 
will shorten commutes, giving 
commuters time back in their busy 
lives to spend with their families, 
friends and communities,” Gover-
nor Hochul said. “Grand Central 
Madison will dramatically expand 
service and operate more reliably 
for commuters and reduce over-
crowding at Penn Station. Thanks 
to our continued partnership with 
Senator Schumer and the New 
York Congressional delegation, 
we will continue building safe 
and efficient public transportation 
worthy of New Yorkers.”
     The new schedules add 271 
LIRR trains per day and increase 
LIRR systemwide service to 
936 trains per day, of which 296 
will be to or from Grand Central 
Madison. The Grand Central 
Madison project, funded in part 
by USDOT, follows two other 
significant LIRR capital projects: 
the Double Track Project, which 
installed a second track for 13 
miles between Farmingdale and 
Ronkonkoma; and the Third Track 
Project, which installed a 9.8-mile 
third track between Floral Park 
and Hicksville. These once-in-
a-generation investments allevi-
ated certain capacity constraints, 
enabling the railroad to increase 
service and comprehensively 
rewrite the schedules for the first 
time in decades. 
     Senate Majority Leader Charles 
Schumer said, “We are here today 
because the East Side Access 

train is quite literally about to 
leave the station — Hallelujah. 
Tens-of-thousands of transit riders 
can now breathe a sigh of relief. 
Thousands and thousands who 
work on the East side finally get 
the convenience they’ve craved. 
Look, I’ve been here for so much 
of the East Side Access journey 
— all $2.7 Billion of it. That’s 
how much I got the feds to kick in 
here. We all know how difficult it 
is to secure transit funding — for 
the country and for NY. Coupled 
with the other transit projects like 
Gateway, the NY transit gem is 
gearing up to shine like the top 
of the Chrysler building, and it 
is about time. I thank Governor 
Hochul, the MTA and everyone 
else who helped make transit his-
tory today.”
     MTA Chair and CEO Janno 
Lieber said, “Faster service and 
more trains will help bring the 
heart of New York City closer 
to Long Islanders and Queens 
residents, and the surge in reverse 
commuting will be a shot in the 
arm for Long Island employers 
looking to access a bigger talent 
pool. It’s a win-win.” 
     Interim President of the Long 
Island Rail Road and President of 
Metro-North Railroad Catherine 
Rinaldi said, “LIRR is thrilled to 
be offering more frequent service 
and more flexibility to our cus-
tomers. Grand Central Madison 
also provides connectivity be-
tween LIRR and Metro-North for 
the very first time, opening up a 
new era of regional rail travel for 
customers of both railroads.”    
     With implementation of the 
new schedules, there will be more 
than 500 additional station stops 
in Brooklyn and Queens and 
during the peak period, an LIRR 
train into Penn Station or Grand 
Central every 3 to 6 minutes and 
service to Atlantic Terminal ap-
proximately every 12 minutes. 
Grand Central Madison is the first 
major new rail terminal to open in 
the United States in 67 years and 
the first extension of the LIRR in 
112 years, since service began to 
Penn Station in 1910. 
     The new schedules provide rush-
hour through-service to Brooklyn 
from Freeport, Hempstead and 

West Hempstead. The MTA en-
courages all riders to consult the 
new schedules before traveling via 
the highly rated TrainTime app or 
at mta.info, where users can find 
pdf timetables.  
     The Combo Ticket - The begin-
ning of service now enables the 
possibility of transferring directly 
between the LIRR and Metro-
North Railroad. To provide a 
seamless connection between the 
systems, the MTA has introduced 
the “Combo Ticket” - a single tick-
et that enables customers to travel 
between Long Island, Manhattan’s 
northern suburbs and Connecticut 
all with one fare.  
     The Combo Ticket enables 
riders to buy a LIRR ticket in 
Huntington for a trip to White 
Plains or a Metro-North ticket in 
Poughkeepsie for a trip to Mon-
tauk. Riders choose their origin 
station with Grand Central as their 
destination and pay the regular 
fare plus a flat rate of eight dol-
lars for a continuing trip to any 
destination on the other railroad. 
For more on the combo ticket, 
visit https://new.mta.info/fares/
combo-ticket.   
     More on Recent Long Island 
Rail Road Improvements 
Grand Central Madison, Double 
Track, and Main Line Third Track 
are part of an unprecedented $17.7 
billion investment to transform 
and modernize the Long Island 
Rail Road with 100 projects 
throughout the system including 
construction of a more spacious 
LIRR Concourse at Penn Station 
with a new entrance at 33rd Street 
and Seventh Avenue, renewal 
and upgrading of 36 stations and 
17 bridges, elimination of eight 
at-grade railroad crossings, ac-
tivation of the Positive Train 
Control safety system, upgrades 
to 15 electrical substations, park-
ing capacity increases, and yard 
expansions.   
     Additionally, following the 
opening of Moynihan Train Hall 
in 2021, the MTA, together with 
Empire State Development, NJ 
Transit and Amtrak, is transform-
ing Penn Station into a world-
class, single-level terminal with 
abundant natural light, high ceil-
ings, and enhanced wayfinding.

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens) 
has been working around the clock 
in recent weeks as the Legislative 

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato Legislation  
Off to a Great Start

Session is in full swing. As Chair 
of the Committee on Governmental 
Employees, Pheffer Amato has in-
troduced impactful legislation that 
has already received major support 
from unions throughout New York 
and residents in the 23rd Assembly 
District. 
     The Assemblywoman’s legisla-
tion aims at tackling problems on a 
wide range of issues: 
•    A3758: ensuring active and 
retired members of the NYC police 
and fire department are covered for 
a line of duty injury; and
•    A3761: provides sanitation 
workers in NYC with additional 
retirement benefits; and
•    A4008: grants disability protec-
tions for State court officers and 
peace officers injured on the job 
     In addition, the Assemblywoman 

has been working on legislation 
to expand heart disease and lung 
disease coverage to correction of-
ficers and deputy sheriffs. She is 
also committed to protecting and 
securing statutory presumptions 
pertaining to heart-related dis-
abilities for members of the New 
York State Police, Fire Retirement 
System and the New York State 
and Local Employees’ Retirement 
System.
     “This is legislation that impacts 
the men and women who have com-
mitted themselves to working for 
the betterment of our community. 
By strengthening our public sector 
and defending public employees, 
we elevate our middle class which 
enables everyone to succeed and 
our State to thrive,” said Assembly-
woman Pheffer Amato.
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•    $6.5 million announced across 
area cultural groups, Mount Sinai 
Queens
•    Hundreds connected at em-
ployment, immigrant and youth 
opportunity fairs
•    NYCHA families, Western 
Queens residents empowered at 
town halls 
     Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards Jr. success-
fully brought his Borough Hall on 
Your Block initiative to Western 
Queens over the last week, carry-
ing on his commitment to ensure 
Queens residents have equitable 
access to the services and re-
sources of his office.
     Over the course of the five-
day initiative, Borough President 
Richards held a pair of press 
conferences to announce $6.5 
million in capital funding for local 
cultural organizations and Mount 
Sinai Queens, held a pair of town 
halls, hosted resource fairs for job 
seekers, immigrants and youth 
looking for summer engagement 
opportunities and centered the 
mental health of our seniors with 
an older adult wellness day, among 
other events.
     “Borough Hall on Your Block 
has been an incredible way to 
build bridges between my office 
and the residents we are sworn 
to serve, and I could not be more 
grateful for the old relationships 
we’ve strengthened and the new 
friendships we have made over the 
last week,” said Borough President 
RICHARDS. “Thank you to all 
our neighbors who came out to 
meet us and thank you to all our 
elected colleagues, city agencies 
and community-based organiza-
tions for partnering with us this 
week to ensure that Western 
Queens families are given the at-
tention they deserve.”

QBP Richards Celebrates Fruitful “Borough Hall On Your 
Block: Western Queens” Initiative

     Borough Hall on Your Block: 
Western Queens began on Tues-
day, February 21 with a press 
conference to announce $5 mil-
lion in capital funding across 
the Noguchi Museum and the 
Chocolate Factory Theater, sup-
porting renovation and restora-
tion work at both popular Long 
Island City cultural institutions.  
That evening, Borough President 
Richards hosted a Self-Defense 
and Bystander Training Workshop 
at CultureLab LIC in partnership 
with Artemis Self Defense and 
the NYC Commission on Human 
Rights, providing Western Queens 
residents with the tools they need 
to keep themselves and those 
around them safe from violence, 
bias incidents and other negative 
interactions.
     Day 2 of Borough Hall on Your 
Block: Western Queens saw the 
Borough President meet with job 
seekers at his Jobs Recruitment 
Fair at LaGuardia Community 
College, featuring more than a 
dozen employers across a wide ar-
ray of industries, before heading to 
Sunnyside Community Services 
to meet with area seniors who 
came to attend his Older Adult 
Mental Health Awareness Day 
event. The evening ended with his 
first of two town halls that week 
— a Western Queens NYCHA 
Town Hall at the Variety Boys and 
Girls Club, centering the voices of 
residents across the Queensbridge, 
Ravenswood, Woodside and Asto-
ria Houses. 
     Borough President Richards’ 
second town hall of the week, 
a wider Western Queens Town 
Hall, took place on Day 3 at the 
Long Island City YMCA, which 
allowed dozens of residents from 
across the area to directly ask 
questions and voice concerns to 

nearly a dozen city agencies on 
hand. Earlier that day, Deputy 
Borough President Ebony Young 
held a Story Hour at the Long 
Island City branch of the Queens 
Public Library, as she read to a 
group of young children while 
their parents met with Borough 
Hall staff to discuss the services 
available through the office.
     Highlighting his commitment 
to strengthening Queens’ health-
care network, Borough President 
Richards held a press conference 
on Day 4 to announce a $1.5 mil-
lion allocation of capital funding 
to Mount Sinai Queens, which will 
go toward the construction of a 
new, 22-bed Intensive Care Unit 
at the Astoria hospital. Through-
out that morning, more than 100 
people came to his Queens Youth 
Opportunity Fair at the Variety 
Boys and Girls Club, which con-
nected kids and families to sum-
mer youth employment, intern-
ships, volunteering opportunities 
and more. 
     Concluding Borough Hall on 
Your Block was an Immigrant 
Resource Fair at the Jacob A. Riis 
Neighborhood Settlement in Long 
Island City, where attendees met 
with city agencies and commu-
nity-based organizations to learn 
how to access healthcare, legal 
services, financial assistance, job 
placement and more. 
     Borough President Richards 
first announced his intention to 
launch the Borough Hall on Your 
Block initiative during his 2022 
State of the Borough address. 
The inaugural Borough Hall on 
Your Block was held in Southeast 
Queens in late August 2022.
     The date and location of the 
next iteration of Borough Hall on 
Your Block will be announced in 
the coming months. 

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) announced that she led 
her Congressional colleagues in 
asking New York City’s Depart-
ment of Correction (DOC) Com-
missioner Louis A. Molina to 
provide information about DOC’s 
communication practices and 
policies with the U.S. Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
agency.  
     “New York City has always been 
a welcoming place for immigrants 
and people who want their shot at 
the American Dream. That is why 
it is so disturbing to learn of the 
pattern of inappropriate communi-
cation between the Department of 
Correction and ICE that may have 
facilitated and expedited removals 
of immigrant New Yorkers,” said 
Congresswoman Meng. “City 
law clearly defines the situations 
under which communication and 
information sharing between DOC 
and ICE may occur, however, the 
emails shared during a recent City 
Council hearing suggest several 
instances of cooperation that is in 
violation of local laws. That is why 
I am pressing DOC for additional 
information about their commu-
nications practices and policies to 
ensure immigrant New Yorkers 

are not harmed by unlawful coor-
dination between federal officials 
and city government. New York 
City has a legacy of welcoming 
newcomers to our country, and we 
must ensure that our government 
agencies – across all levels – are 
living that legacy.”
     Councilmember Shahana Hanif 
recently led a joint hearing be-
tween the New York City Council 
Committees on Immigration and 
Criminal Justice, regarding email 
communications between ICE 
and DOC. The emails, obtained 
through a Freedom of Information 
Law request, initiated by the Im-
migrant Defense Project and Black 
Alliance for Justice Immigration, 
revealed a culture of cooperation 
between the two agencies. This 
cooperation included ‘scheduled 
release times to facilitate ICE 
pickups’ and ‘shared unsolicited 
information that could be used to 
expedite removals.’
     In 2014, a NYC law established 
strict parameters detailing when 
DOC would honor an ICE request 
to detain an individual 48 hours 
beyond their scheduled release.
     “The ongoing collusion between 
the New York City Department 
of Correction and ICE officers 

harms immigrant communities 
and undermines our commitment 
to being a welcoming city,” said 
Zach Ahmad, Senior Policy Coun-
sel at the New York Civil Liberties 
Union. “People have always looked 
to New York City for a better fu-
ture and it’s our duty to fix gaps in 
the city’s disentanglement laws — 
and put an end to ICE collaboration 
once and for all.”
     “BAJI is neither shocked nor 
surprised that ICE and the Depart-
ment of Correction are in cahoots 
with each other. These emails con-
firm the experiences of Black New 
Yorkers being handed over to ICE 
by agencies who were legally ob-
ligated to protect our loved ones,” 
said Nana Gyamfi, the Executive 
Director of Black Alliance for 
Just Immigration (BAJI). “We 
look forward to working with the 
community to demand justice, ac-
countability, and restitution for all 
of those harmed by this collusion.”
     “For too long the Department 
of Correction and other NYC 
agencies have violated immigrant 
rights with impunity,” said Rosa 
Cohen-Cruz, Director of Im-
migration Policy at The Bronx 

Meng Demands Answers About Communication Between 
NYC Department of Correction And U.S. Immigration And 

Customs Enforcement on Information Sharing

NYPD Remembers PO Edward Byrne 
on 35th Anniversary of His  

Assassination in South Jamaica

     NYPD Commissioner Keechant 
Sewell joined Mayor Eric Adams, 
police brass and officers from 
the 103rd Precinct at a solemn 
observance and at the location of 
a murder that changed the course 
of the war on crack in New York 
City and the nation.
     “Thirty-five years ago, Police 
Officer Edward Byrne was stolen 
from the Department and this 
City,” Sewell said. “Like many 
of you here he was a protector, 
a guardian, who willingly put 
himself in harm’s way for others. 
It was a very dark chapter in this 
city, and those who stole him from 
us believed they were sending us 
a message. They were telling us 
that we should be intimidated that 
they owned this street, that they 
owned the neighborhood.”
     The NYPD marked the 35th 
anniversary of the assassination 
of Police Officer Edward Byrne 
at the South Jamaica corner where 
he was killed in the line of duty on 
Feb. 26, 1988, as he sat in a patrol 
car protecting a family who had 
enough of the drug gangs that ran 
the neighborhood streets.
     The family home had been 
firebombed twice after the father 
agreed to testify against drug 

kingpin Lorenzo “Fat Cat” Nich-
ols, and Byrne was alone in the 
marked police cruiser when a car 
pulled up alongside at 3:30 a.m. 
Two gunmen opened fire, strik-
ing the 22-year-old rookie from 
the 103rd Precinct five times in 
the head, dying later that morning 
at the old St. Mary Immaculate 
Hospital in Jamaica.
     The mayor was born in 
Brooklyn, but his single mother 
of six moved the family to South 
Jamaica in the late 60s.
     “This was my neighborhood. 
This is where I grew up as a kid. 
I saw the devastation of crack co-
caine and the names of the people 
who were part of Fat Cat’s crew,” 
Adams said. “They had no regard 
for anyone. They were dangerous 
and violent.”
     Adams compared Byrne’s 
killers to the same criminal ele-
ment that has tormented the city 
during the recent crime wave, 
including the fatal shootings of 
Police Officers Wilbert Mora and 
rookie Jason Rivera in Harlem a 
year ago.
     “Now, the same level of en-
emies that we are facing that took 
the life of Officer Byrne took the 
lives of Officer Moore and Offi-
cer Rivera,” Adams said. “That’s 
what this fight is all about.”

Assemblyman Braunstein’s Statement 
on the Governor’s Housing Proposal

My Statement on the Governor’s 
Housing Proposal:

     “Last year, Governor Hochul 
included in her budget proposal a 
measure that would have allowed 
blanket construction of accessory 
dwelling units, or ADUs, through-
out New York State. After intense 
pushback from myself, others in 
the Legislature and members of 
the community, the Governor ul-
timately tabled this plan. 
     In her budget proposal this year, 
the Governor has put forth a “Hous-
ing Compact” containing several 
one-size-fits-all proposals, some 
of which would completely over-
ride local zoning. This includes 
a transit-oriented development 
(TOD) component, which would 
require rezoning for high density 
in the areas surrounding every 

MTA train station. Additional 
problematic proposals include 
the removal of health and safety 
regulations in an attempt to legal-
ize basement apartments in New 
York City, as well as the setting of 
state-mandated housing production 
goals, which if not met, would al-
low developers to build in disregard 
of local zoning. These proposals 
are extremely concerning to me, 
as well as many of the Northeast 
Queens residents that I represent.
     There is no doubt that New York 
State is in need of more afford-
able housing. However, we should 
not be threatening localities with 
mandates. Instead, the state should 
be offering local governments 
incentives to build housing. As it 
stands, the Governor’s proposals 
would increase density without 
taking into consideration the im-
pact new construction would have 
on infrastructure and local service 
delivery. I am resolute that local 
governments should retain their 
decision-making authority over 
these matters. 
     The Assembly is currently in 
the process of developing its “One-
House” state budget proposal in 
response to the Governor’s Execu-
tive Budget. As Chair of the Cities 
Committee, I will continue work-
ing closely with my colleagues in 
the State Legislature and Governor 
Hochul to address housing needs 
while respecting local zoning laws 
and authorities. 
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Lack of a ramp at the site current-
ly makes it difficult for disabled 
individuals, seniors, and those 
with strollers to use the facility 

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) has announced that 
she called on the United States 
Postal Service (USPS) to install 
an accessibility ramp at the main 
entrance of United States Post Of-
fice in Jackson Heights, Queens.
     In a letter to Postmaster 
General Louis DeJoy, the Con-
gresswoman said that the ramp 
is necessary to make the post 
office more accessible, and allow 
individuals with disabilities, se-
niors, and those pushing strollers 
to enter the building easier and 
more safely.
     “The lack of a ramp at the main 
entrance of this facility makes it 
extremely difficult for many Jack-
son Heights residents to use their 
local post office and that is unac-
ceptable,” said Congresswoman 
Meng. “Nobody should be denied 
or have such difficulty in access-
ing the postal services they need. 
Breaking down this barrier to 
combat the problem has got to be 
addressed immediately. I hope the 
Postmaster General understands 
how essential a ramp is for the 
community, and that he approves 
its installation. This facility must 
be easily accessible to all.”  
     Meng’s correspondence was 
signed by her state and city col-
leagues who also represent the 
area. 
     For years, local residents and 

Meng Urges Postal Service to Install Ramp at Main  
Entrance of Jackson Heights Post Office

elected officials have urged the 
Postal Service to install the ramp, 
and Meng is now leading the fight 
since Jackson Heights became 
part of her congressional district 
in January.
     “Trips to the post office should 
be as convenient as possible, but 
for too many Jackson Heights 
residents a visit to their neigh-
borhood post office is nothing 
short of an ordeal,” said Queens 
Borough President Donovan 
Richards Jr. “It is imperative that 
a ramp be installed at the Jackson 
Heights Post Office so that the of-
fice can finally be made easily ac-
cessible to the entire community, 
including seniors, people with 
disabilities, and those tending to 
young children. I thank Congress-
woman Meng for her efforts to 
draw the Postmaster General’s 
attention to this urgent need.”
     “My neighbors have been ask-
ing for improved accessibility at 
the Jackson Heights Post Office 
since before I was elected to 
represent this district,” said State 
Senator Jessica Ramos. “This is a 
quintessential neighborhood post 
office, it needs to be accessible to 
parents and caregivers with stroll-
ers, seniors, and those who need 
a ramp to be able to access one 
of government’s most basic and 
essential services. I’m so grate-
ful that Congresswoman Meng 
took this on so quickly, and look 
forward to working with her on 
making these upgrades a reality.” 
     “I urge the Postal Service to 
take action and install a ramp at 

the main entrance of the Jack-
son Heights Post Office,” said 
Assemblymember Steven Raga. 
“The absence of a ramp creates 
unnecessary barriers for our 
neighbors with disabilities, se-
niors, and parents with strollers, 
impeding their access to essential 
postal services. It’s crucial that 
we prioritize accessibility and 
make sure that all members of 
our Jackson Heights community 
can use this facility without dif-
ficulty.”
     “Jackson Heights is one of 
the most diverse districts in the 
nation,” said Assemblymember 
Jessica González-Rojas. “It’s our 
job to ensure that in the celebra-
tion of diversity, we are inclusive 
of older adults and people with 
disabilities. I fully support the 
installation of an accessibility 
ramp at the entrance of the Jack-
son Heights Post Office and thank 
Congresswoman Grace Meng for 
her advocacy on this.” 
     “The post office is not only 
a life line to stay in touch with 
loved ones, it is also crucial for 
many of us to manage personal 
affairs or to earn a living,” said 
Councilmember Shekar Krish-
nan. “People with disabilities, se-
niors, or those with strollers must 
not be cut off from these critical 
services, and I fully support 
Representative Meng in calling 
for the installation of a ramp at 
the Jackson Heights Post Office. 
It is long overdue for this build-
ing to be fully accessible to our 
community that depends on it.”

Defenders. “The Department’s 
xenophobic and hateful email ex-
changes with ICE display a wanton 
disregard for existing NYC laws 
intended to protect immigrants and 
confirm a pattern of collusion that 
advocates have long suspected. It 
is clear that we need to pass clear 
laws that city agencies cannot cir-
cumvent, including mechanisms 
to hold agencies accountable if 
immigrant’s rights are violated.”
     “It has been over 8 years since 
the passage of critical local laws 
intended to limit New York City 
from working as an extension 
of ICE. Yet, city agencies have 
f louted our existing laws and 
funneled people into the hands of 
ICE, irreparably harming them, 
their loved ones and their com-
munities,” said Yasmine Farhang, 
Director of Advocacy with the 
Immigrant Defense Project. “The 
time is now for New York City to 
step up as a local leader and send 

a clear message to immigrant New 
Yorkers that our city will not be a 
pipeline to detention and deporta-
tion.”
     “No New Yorker should be 
anxious about living their daily life 
in public and interacting with gov-
ernment agencies simply because 
of their immigration status. New 
York City’s sanctuary laws were 
enacted to protect immigrant New 
Yorkers from the terror inflicted 
on our communities by federal 
immigration enforcement and to 
ensure that every New Yorker 
could live their lives freely without 
fear,” said Taina Wagnac, Senior 
Manager of State and Local Policy 
at the New York Immigration Co-
alition. “However, recent evidence 
proves that NYC Department of 
Correction (DOC) officers have 
chosen to act illegally by colluding 
with Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) with severe 
and harmful repercussions for our 
immigrant communities, includ-
ing sowing fear and separating 

families. This collusion between 
local law enforcement and federal 
immigration enforcement needs to 
cease immediately. It is time that 
New York City truly lived up to its 
promise of being a welcoming city 
for all who call it home.”
     “New York City cannot con-
tinue to fall behind in preventing 
any collusion between the NYPD, 
DOC, and ICE. Immigrant New 
Yorker’s have a right to feel safe in 
the place they call home, without 
being subjugated to pervasive ef-
fects of the prison-to-deportation 
pipeline,” said Luba Cortés, an 
Immigrant Defense Coordinator 
with Make The Road New York. 
“It is time to strengthen our de-
tainer laws that clearly delineate 
and prevent any of these agencies 
from cooperating with each other.
     The letter was signed by six 
other Members of Congress: Reps. 
Velázquez, Clarke, Nadler, Gold-
man, Bowman and Ocasio-Cortez. 
It was endorsed by five organiza-
tions.

Meng Demands Answers About Communication Between 
NYC Department of Correction And U.S. Immigration And 

Customs Enforcement on Information Sharing

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens) 
was honored with the distinction 
of being named number 32 in the 
City & State’s “2023 State Labor 
Power 100” which came out ear-
lier this week. The list includes 
leaders in labor across New York 
who are working for better pay, 
securing pensions, codifying 
protections - all things Assembly-
woman Pheffer Amato has been 
actively supporting since first 
elected in 2017. In just two months 
of being appointed as the Chair of 
the New York State Committee 
on Governmental Employees she 

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato 
Named Labor Power Leader

has used the role to elevate long 
standing issues that have impacted 
a wide range of public employees.
     “I’m honored to be named to 
City & State Labor Power 100. 
The 23rd Assembly District has 
always been a community filled 
with public employees and I am 
proud to fight for them and their 
families every day. I want the men 
and women who have committed 
themselves to working for the 
State or the City to know that I 
have their backs and am working 
to make sure they are able to ob-
tain their New York Dream,” said 
Assemblywoman Pheffer Amato.

     Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez 
(D-NY) announced that the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) has 
awarded more than $310 million 
to New York City and $94 mil-
lion to Puerto Rico in an effort 
to address affordable housing, 
community development, and 

homeless assistance.
     “To ensure the health of our 
communit ies we must make 
significant investments in pro-
grams that develop sustainable 
affordable housing, strengthen 
our neighborhoods, and provide 
a lifeline to our most vulner-
able,” said Congresswoman 

Velázquez. “This funding from 
the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development will support 
working families and show our 
communities that the federal 
government is willing to invest 
in the places they call home.”

Velázquez Announces Grants For Affordable Housing And 
Community Development in New York And Puerto Rico

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
NY), a member of the Con-
gressional Hellenic Caucus and 
House Appropriations Subcom-
mittee on State and Foreign  
Operations, has issued the fol-
lowing statement on the deadly 
collision between two trains in 
Greece.
     “I am devastated to learn 
about the horrible train collision 
in northern Greece. This is a 
terrible tragedy, and I am deeply 
saddened over the many lives that 

U.S. Rep. Meng Issues Statement on 
Train Crash in Greece

have been lost. I am praying for all 
who are impacted and hope for a 
speedy recovery to the many who 
have been injured.
     It is critical for the United 
States to provide any needed as-
sistance that our friend and ally 
may require. I thank all the first 
responders for working to save 
lives, especially under difficult 
rescue conditions. 
     My office stands ready to as-
sist constituents with any affected 
family members in Greece.” 

     Audit Finds More Than Half 
Did Not Receive Services to 
Which They Were Entitled; Black 
and Hispanic Children Faced 
Greater Barriers
     Therapeutic and support 
services available through New 
York’s Early Intervention (EI) 
Program are vital for infants and 
toddlers with disabilities, but 
an audit released today by New 
York State Comptroller Thomas 
P. DiNapoli found many young 
children did not receive services 
or faced delays in care. The audit 
recommended the New York State 
Department of Health (DOH) 
improve its management of the 
EI program and eliminate barri-
ers to care.
     “Failure to provide babies and 
toddlers with early intervention 
services misses a critical window 
of opportunity and increases the 
risk of significant developmental 
and learning delays, and the need 
for more special education servic-
es in the future,” DiNapoli said. 
“The Department of Health needs 
to address the underlying reasons 
why children are not receiving 
the services they are entitled to, 
why services are often delayed 
and how access can be improved.”
     DOH is tasked with developing 
a system that ensures children are 
identified, located and referred 
to the EI program. The depart-
ment oversees 57 counties and 
New York City, which operate 
the program at the local level. 
Services are available for chil-
dren under 3 years of age who 
have a confirmed disability or 
established developmental delay, 
and could include speech pathol-
ogy or audiology, occupational or 
physical therapy, psychological 

services or support services for 
children and families. Under the 
law, children must be evaluated 
for services within 45 days after 
being referred to the program, 
receive an individualized plan 
for services, and begin receiving 
those services within 30 days, 
upon parental consent.
     From July 2018 through Febru-
ary 2022, approximately 189,000 
children with a suspected or con-
firmed disability were referred to 
the program. However, records 
showed that 27,000 (14%) never 
received an evaluation and 10,000 
(5%) were still pending. Of the 
nearly 152,000 children who were 
evaluated, 98,000 or 64% were 
determined eligible to receive 
services, but about 2,000 (2%) of 
eligible children never received an 
individualized plan and another 
1,000 were pending. Of the 95,000 
children who did receive an indi-
vidualized plan:
•    Nearly 51% or about 48,000 
children did not receive all types 
of the therapeutic services to 
which they were entitled.
•    About 28% or 27,000 children 
did not receive authorized services 
within 30 days.
•    About 3% or 3,000 children did 
not receive any of their authorized 
therapeutic services.
     DOH pointed to the absence 
of parental consent as the cause 
of many instances of denied or 
delayed services. Since DOH does 
not require explanations, case files 
rarely identified why consent was 
not given, why a parent withdrew 
their child from the program, why 
some children were referred to the 
program but were not evaluated 

Thousands of Young Children With 
Disabilities Not Receiving Early  

Intervention Services
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Did You 
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Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only

For the Week of ... 3/2/23 - 3/8/23

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Put your thoughts into some 
trendy new ideas. You will find 
that you are able to clear up a num-
ber of small but important details. 
Your lucky numbers are 6,8,9.

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Someone you like may be recep-
tive and actively seeking your 
company. Moneymaking ventures 
may just turn your life around. 
Your lucky numbers are 2,9,5.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Keep an open mind when listening 
to the opinions of others. Don’t 
overdo it. Don’t lend to people who 
have given you negative vibes. 
Your lucky numbers are 6,4,3.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Your health may have suffered 
due to neglect or abuse. Make 
career changes that may increase 
your income. Your lucky numbers 
are 5,7,9,

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You can make financial gains if 
you are prepared to take a risk. 
Don’t give out any personal infor-
mation that you don’t want spread 
around. Your lucky numbers are 
5,9,6.

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You will have a productive day,  
organize yourself at work. Emo-
tional situations could bring out 
your stubborn nature. Your lucky 
numbers are 7,4,5.

TRY AND FIND

Actor
Audience
Break A Leg
Broadway
Costume

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

ACROSS
1. A group of concubines
6. Behold, in old Rome
10. Magistrate of old Venice
14. Similar
15. Prison
16. Frosts, as a cake
17. Ranted
18. Whale
19. Dispatched
20. Forecasting
22. Cut back
23. Extraterrestrial
24. Hermit
25. Out of harm’s way
29. Presumes
31. Nocturnal arboreal marsupial
33. Language of the Philippines
37. Fatalities
38. Mystical doctrine
39. Esteems
41. Counted up
42. A yellow condiment
44. “Aeneid” figure
45. Thin person
48. Birdlike
50. Talk
51. Dad’s 2nd wife
56. Hindu princess
57. Ringlet
58. Coronet
59. Therefore
60. Rear end
61. Send, as payment
62. Biblical garden
63. Encounter
64. S S S 

DOWN
1. Stringed instrument
2. Winglike
3. Split
4. Managed with difficulty
5. Mass communication industry
6. Conceit
7. Tooth decay
8. Large hard-shelled oval nut
9. Distinctive flair
10. Can be thrown away
11. Sea
12. Category
13. Aromatic compound
21. Articles in contracts
24. Lawful
25. Fizzy drink
26. Mimicked
27. Froth
28. Approximation
30. Paving material
32. Express indifference
34. Den
35. Margarine
36. Wanders restlessly
40. Height
41. One of three offspring
43. Disinclined
45. Landslide detritus
46. Large-leafed beet
47. Scope
49. French for “Our”
51. Cheat
52. Connections
53. Gammons
54. A Great Lake
55. RodentsCurtain

Dance
Intermission
Lights
Makeup

Music
Program
Props
Sets
Sing

Stage
Star
Take A Bow
Ticket
Usher

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Problems with members of your 
family may play on your emotions. 
Monitor your budget carefully to 
avoid unnecessary stress. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,8,9.

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
You may find that someone you 
really cared for in the past has 
come back into your life. Let go of 
the past in order to progress. Your 
lucky numbers are 8,5,9.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Don’t say something you’ll live 
to regret. Curb or cut out that bad 
habit you’ve been meaning to 
do something about. Your lucky 
numbers are 7,4,3.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Avoid confrontations with co-
workers. You can avoid hassles by 
sticking to your work and refusing 
to get involved in gossip or idle 
chatter. Your lucky numbers are 
9,1,8.

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Put your efforts into your work 
or money making ventures rather 
than your emotional life. Use your 
quick wit to win friends. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,4,3.

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Changes involving your domestic 
scene may be unpleasant. You 
might not accomplish all that you 
want to at home this week. Your 
lucky numbers are 4,9,3.

QueensTimes.com
Read Our Paper Online and Play Sudoku and 
crossword puzzles online

“Sudoku”

•   Jamaica has 120 rivers
•   a cats urine glows under a 
blacklight
•   white cats with blue eyes are 
usually deaf
•   cats have a peripheral vision of 
285 degrees
•   small dogs usually live longer 
than larger breeds
•   domestic cats dislike citrus 
scents
•   cats can jump up to 7 times their 
tail length
•   China manufacturers 70% of 
the worlds toys
•   The Great Wall of China is 
approximately 6,430 Km long 
(3,995 miles)
•   paper originated from China
•   the wheelbarrow is invented 
in China
•   tree hugging is forbidden in 
china
•   the film ‘Mary Poppins’ was 
filmed entirely indoors
•   all of the clocks in the movie 
‘Pulp Fiction’ are fixed to 4:20
•   instant coffee was invented 
in 1901
•   the human body of a 70 kg per-
son contains 0.2mg of gold
•   rice is the staple food for 50% 
of the worlds population
•   Pearls melt in vinegar
•   a hard boiled eggs spin (un-
cooked or soft boiled don’t)
•   there is no butter in buttermilk
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The Aquatics Center, which 
averages 350,000 visits per year, 
reopens with new classes includ-
ing “Swim Instruction Program” 
and competitive swim training  
  
     NYC Parks Commissioner Sue 
Donoghue joined Queens Borough 
President Donovan Richards Jr., 
Congresswoman Grace Meng, 
Council Member Shekar Krish-
nan, Council Member Sandra Ung, 
Representatives from Commu-
nity Boards 4, 6, 7, and 8, Senior 
Swimmers from Roy Wilkins, St. 
John’s, and Al Oerter Recreation 
Centers, and community members 
to officially reopen the Flushing 
Meadows Aquatics Center to the 
public and debut brand new pro-
gramming.  

     “We are beyond excited to 
reopen this beloved Aquatics 
Center to the community, a true 
focal point for water education, 
swim training, and exercise for 
many Queens swimmers,” said 
Parks Commissioner Donoghue. 
“In addition to the work done on 
the facility to increase the Center’s 
longevity, programming here will 
be better than ever -- as part of 
the reopening, five swim classes 
are returning, and we’re even in-
troducing two new classes for the 
first time ever.”  
     “The long-awaited reopening 
of the Flushing Meadows Aquatics 
Center will make a world of dif-
ference for thousands of residents 
across Queens, especially those 
in Western Queens as the Astoria 

Pool closes for renovations. This 
center will once again give fami-
lies a place to bond, kids a place 
to learn and seniors a place to stay 
active — all things our borough 
deserves,” said Queens Borough 
President Donovan Richards Jr. 
“As the father of a young son, I 
can’t wait to spend steamy summer 
days at the Aquatics Center with 
my family, and I look forward to 
seeing thousands of my neighbors 
there as well.”  
     “The reopening of the Aquatics 
Center has been a long time com-
ing, and I’m thrilled that Queens 
residents will once again will be 
able to take advantage of all that 
this exceptional facility has to of-

NYC Parks Reopens Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
Aquatics Center With Brand New Swim Programming  

Rozic, Meng Distribute Flood Barriers
With increased extreme weather 
overwhelming city sewer systems, 
legislators provide assistance for 
homeowners in Eastern Queens

     Over the weekend, Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic’s office (D,WF-
Fresh Meadows) partnered with 
Congresswoman Grace Meng to 
distribute flood barriers in front 
of the New York City Fire Depart-
ment Engine 299/Ladder 152 fire 
station in Fresh Meadows. 
     Following the devastating flood 
damage across Eastern Queens 
during Hurricane Ida, Rozic and 
Meng have been leading efforts to 
make the communities infrastruc-
ture more resilient. 
     Flood barriers are similar to 
sandbags and can be filled with 
water and used as a stop-gap 
flood prevention measure. Each 
barrier is a small fillable dam (for 
easy storage), about the size of a 
lifeguard’s rescue tube. The legis-
lators distributed over 300 barriers 
to residents.

EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care Helps Support the 
Mind, Body, and Soul of the Flushing Community

     EmblemHealth Neighborhood 
Care staff members come to-
gether with representatives from 
community-based organizations, 
including AdvantageCare Physi-
cians, CaringKind, the Child 
Center of New York, Ameri-
can Cancer Society, Charles 
B. Wang Community Health 
Center, Korean Community 
Services of New York, and more 
for Community Resource Day at 
Neighborhood Care in Flushing, 
Queens. See story on page 10 

To read GIA online in English and Italian  
Visit www.giamondo.com

Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

    U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) has announced that she has 
been elected as the Vice Ranking 
Member of the House Appropria-
tions Committee, one of the most 
powerful committees in the United 
States Congress.
     The panel funds all federal agen-
cies, programs and projects within 
the United States government.
     In her capacity as Vice Ranking 
Member, Meng will work closely 
with the committee’s Ranking 
Member (the panel’s top Democrat) 
Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT), and 
serve as a conduit between the com-
mittee and the House Democratic 
Caucus.
     Meng was unanimously chosen 
for the position by her Democratic 
colleagues on the committee. She 
has been a member of the Appro-
priations Committee since 2017 
and also serves as its senior member 
from New York.   
     “I am honored to have been 
selected to serve in this important 

Meng Elected Vice Ranking Member 
Of Powerful House Appropriations 

Committee
role,” said Congresswoman Meng. 
“In this new position, I will continue 
to ensure that crucial agencies and 
initiatives serving New Yorkers and 
the American people are adequately 
funded, and that my home borough 
of Queens receives its fair share 
from the federal government. Over 
the past year, I’m proud to have 
brought back millions to my con-
gressional district, and I am excited 
to keep up the fight and improve the 
lives of those I represent.”
     In addition to Vice Ranking 
Member, Meng retains her seat on 
two crucial Appropriations Sub-
committees: the State and Foreign 
Operations Subcommittee and the 
Commerce, Justice and Science 
Subcommittee.
     “Congresswoman Meng is a 
champion for her constituents in 
New York and for working families 
all over the United States,” said 
Ranking Member DeLauro. “I have 
full confidence in Congresswoman 
Meng as she takes on a new role as 
Vice Ranking Member and value 
her dedication to the entire com-
mittee. Together, we have worked 
to reverse decades of underinvest-
ment and lowered costs, created 
better-paying jobs, and helped keep 
our communities and our nation 
safe. And as a member of the State-
Foreign Operations and Commerce,  
Justice, Science Subcommittees, 
she will continue to increase op-
portunity for hardworking families 
and strengthen our national security.
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Queens DA Hosts Black History Month 
Celebration in Rochdale Village

     Queens District Attorney  
Melinda Katz co-sponsored a 
Black History Month celebra-
tion with City Council Speaker 
Adrienne Adams where residents 
of Rochdale Village and com-
munity members from across 
Queens gathered.  The Rochdale 
Village Community Center’s grand 
ballroom was packed for a din-
ner, performances and a keynote 
speaker. The theme of the night 
was the necessity of community in 
keeping Queens safe and prosper-
ous for future generations.
     DA Katz message to the crowd 
was: “We need the youth to know 
that there are mentors and there is 
education and that we care deeply 
about their future, you teaching 
kids, mentoring kids, getting them 
ready for college, and having them 
prepared and ready to take those 
tests. That’s a community, that’s 
how you make this borough the 
safest place you can possibly make 
this borough.”
     Guest speaker United States 
Attorney Breon Peace echoed DA 
Katz sentiment in a speech he cen-
tered around the idea of resistance.
     Peace said,  “I’m the U.S. at-
torney today because of resistance 
and resistance of Black people, 
the resistance of Medgar Evers, 
Fannie Lou Hamer, John Lewis, 
Thurgood Marshall and many oth-
ers who actively challenged racism, 
discrimination, segregation, Jim 

DA Melinda Katz honored Dr. Maria Hubbard of the 
Greater Bethel Community Development; Derrick 
Shareef of Rochdale Village Community Center; Kevin 
Livingston, founder of 100 Suits for 100 Men; Assistant 
District Attorney Eva Cooper and Karen McKellar-
Thurstoon, supervising paralegal at the DA’s Office.

Crow and the stigma of second-
class citizenship”.
Peace, representing the Eastern 
District of New York, shared that 
his priority is always keeping 
people safe and embracing serving 
the community, but through the 
lens of resisting traditional notions 
of prosecution.
     The night was filled with per-
formances from local non-profits 
and community groups that had the 
audience engaged and lively while 
reflecting on Black excellence.
     DA Katz honored several com-

munity members, including giving 
a special posthumous award pre-
sentation in memory of Assistant 
District Attorney Alexis Celestin, 
who died last year.
     Celestin, deputy director of the 
office’s conviction integrity unit, 
investigated past crimes with the 
hopes of vacating convictions and 
releasing wrongfully convicted 
people from prison.
     “She was a remarkable woman,” 
Katz said of Celestin. “Alexis never 
gave up, she found the evidence 
and she stuck with it.”

New York State Comptroller 
Thomas P. DiNapoli issued the 
following statement today on the 
Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA)’s February 
Financial Plan:

     “There is still a lack of clarity 
on how the MTA will close its 
$600 million deficit this year. The 
agency is depending on the state 
for new revenue to offset rider-
ship loss and balance its budget 
through 2026, but this funding is 
not yet assured, and savings have 

New York State Comptroller DiNapoli 
Statement on The MTA’s February  

Financial Plan
not been identified. The MTA 
must hold up its end of the bargain 
and identify how it’s going to save 
$100 million this year, and more 
than $400 million annually to 
stay afloat and avoid impacts to 
services in the future.
     “Steps to generate and publi-
cize savings through efficiencies, 
rather than cutting services, will 
likely take on added importance 
given the current fiscal environ-
ment. The MTA potentially faces 
lower-than-expected payroll mo-
bility and real estate taxes, which 
could offset increased revenue 
from fares and tolls. Congestion 
pricing will also begin later than 
expected, hindering the MTA’s 
finances.
     “It’s clear the MTA will need 
all of its funding partners to step 
up due to its current financial 
situation; however, the authority 
must do its part to ensure any 
funds provided are maximized to 
increase ridership and enhance 
operations. Reliable and safe mass 
transit remains essential to New 
York City’s economic recovery.”

CUNY Distributes $750,000 For Programming 
to Combat Hate

     The City University of New 
York has announced the distribu-
tion of $750,000 in new funding 
allocated by Chancellor Félix V. 
Matos Rodríguez to 24 CUNY 
colleges and the University’s cen-
tral offices to fund programming, 
training and events that work to 
address religious, racial and ethnic 
bigotry, including antisemitism, at 
the University.
     “With our continued commit-
ment to fight against bigotry, anti-
semitism, and hate of all kinds, our 
colleges are stepping up and have 
developed additional program-
ming to address these incidents,” 
said Chancellor Matos Rodríguez. 
“These latest projects are yet an-
other step in the continued actions 
we are undertaking to ensure our 

campuses remain a welcoming 
place for all.”
     To receive the funds, col-
leges had to demonstrate in a 
proposal that they had a strategic 
responsiveness to antisemitism, 

anti-Asian hate, and other forms 
of racism and discrimination, in a 
way that addresses the needs of the 
entire college community. Essen-

Epicenter-NYC & the Underground Railroad Consortium of 
New York State Underscore a Key Part of Abolition History 
in New York City With Landmark Tour of the Bowne House
Queens neighbors and Epicenter-
NYC members together with 
Sage Hamilton-Hazarika (long 
gray coat, center), program man-
ager of the Underground Railroad 
Consortium of New York State; S. 
Mitra Kalita (magenta coat, cen-
ter), publisher and co-founder of 
Epicenter-NYC; and Elise Helm-
ers (green coat, brown turtleneck, 
center), executive director of the 
Bowne House following the spe-
cial event and tour. Photo by Hari 
Adivarekar for Epicenter-NYC

Teens & Older Adults Compete in  
Intergenerational Table Tennis Competition

     As part of QCH’s ongoing 
commitment to building inter-
generational relationships within 
the Queens community, we hosted 
our first-ever intergenerational ta-
ble tennis competition at the For-
est Hills Community Center on 
February 22. Among the partici-
pants were older adults from our 
Forest Hills Older Adult Center 
and teens from QCH’s Voyages 
Preparatory High School, who 
won the PSAL Multiple Pathways 

Co-Ed Table Tennis Champion-
ship last year. The teens and older 
adults had a great time competing 
and building connections through 
their shared love for table tennis. 
     “It was so refreshing to see 
different generations engage 
with each other through mutu-
ally enjoyed activities,” one older 
adult said.
     The teens were so satisfied with 
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

It’s In Queens!  
 March 3 to March 9)

Read Our Paper Online Visit our website:  
www.queenstimes.com 

Follow the Links To Times Online 
ALSO Like us on facebook

www.facebook.com/queenstimes

     Women’s History Month cel-
ebrations abound in Queens this 
week. Other activities include 
raising egg-laying hens, art talks, 
shamrock-making, drama, and a 
pub crawl.
•   March 3, The Golden Girls, 
7 pm. This Women’s History 
Month tribute celebrates Dionne 
Warwick, Shirley Bassey, Bar-
bara Streisand, Carole King, and 
Petula Clark. Vocalist Zoe Lyons 
Nieves and her musicians perform 
music that spans more than 40 
years. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
•   March 3, Free First Friday, 11 
am. On the first Friday of every 
month, admission is free. (Reser-
vations are strongly suggested.) 
The Noguchi Museum, 9-01 33rd 
Rd., Long Island City.
•   March 3, Bosco & The Storm, 
8 pm. The Hudson Valley’s top 
party band comes to Queens to 
perform Old School Funk, Disco, 
Rock & Roll, Hip-Hop, and R&B. 
Resorts World New York City, 
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., South 
Jamaica.
•   March 4, Early Spring Bulbs & 
Ephemerals, 11 am. Experts lead 
an exploration of the 39-acre oasis 
with a focus on blossoms, bulbs, 
and other seasonal highlights. 
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing.
•   March 4, Underside, Underbel-
ly, Undertow, 2 pm. Jamal Cyrus 
(collage, assemblage), Charisse 
Pearlina Weston (concepts), and 
Cosmo Whyte (drawing, sculp-
ture, photography) discuss the 
significance of Black archives 
within their work, how their 
artistic methodologies animate 
histories of Black resistance, and 
how this translates into critiques 
of the contemporary landscape. 
The conversation is organized in 
conjunction with Weston’s of [a] 
tomorrow: lighter than air, stron-
ger than whiskey, cheaper than 
dust exhibit. Queens Museum, 
NYC Building, Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.
•   March 4, Leprocon Pub Crawl, 
11:15 am. Participating water holes 
are Jack Jones Pub, Rivercrest, 
Rocky McBride’s, The Last Word, 
and The Thirsty Koala. Event 
includes a fund-raiser and canned 
food drive. Check in at Jack Jones, 
38-01 Ditmars Blvd., Astoria.
•   March 4, Hands On History: St. 
Patrick’s Day, 1 pm. Learn the his-
tory of Irish immigration to New 
York (and King Manor). Make a 
shamrock and harp to take home. 
King Manor Museum, 150-03 
Jamaica Ave.
•   March 4, Solidarity & Safe 
Spaces, 4 pm. This zine launch 
and opening reception for a multi-
media art show features a self de-
fense workshop, a sound bath, live 
performances, and a community 
fair. Culture Lab LIC, 5-25 46th 
Ave., Long Island City.

•   March 4, Raising Backyard 
Hens, March 26. Director of Agri-
culture Danny Morales leads free 
seminars that explore everything 
from coop maintenance to egg 
collection to disease prevention 
from 10 am to noon on March 4, 
12, 18, and 26. Queens County 
Farm Museum, 73-50 Little Neck 
Pkwy., Glen Oaks.
•   March 4, 18th Century Hearth 
Cooking, March 11. Chefs use 
18th century recipes, seasonal 
ingredients, and traditional cook-
ing utensils to create meals over 
the embers of a hearth fireplace 
in the Adriance Farmhouse. Feasts 
are from 11 am to 2 pm on March 
4 and 11 and then again on Nov. 4 
and 11. Queens County Farm Mu-
seum, 73-50 Little Neck Pkwy., 
Glen Oaks.
•   March 5, Safe with Book Sign-
ing, 3 pm. A screening of the 1995 
Julianne Moore film Safe about a 
housewife who believes she has 
become allergic to chemical toxins 
in her environment and eventu-
ally escapes to a sinister self-help 
retreat. Michael Schulman intro-
duces the psychological thriller 
and signs his book Oscar Wars: 
A History of Hollywood in Gold, 
Sweat, and Tears. Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District.
•   March 5, What It Means to Be 
Home, 2 pm. In celebration of 
Woman’s History Month, Huey-
Min Chuang leads a bi-lingual talk 
(Mandarin and English) on immi-
grants’ experience of home. She’s 
currently displaying artwork on 
the theme at the museum. Voelker 
Orth Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., 
Flushing.

•   March 6, Purim Around The 
World, 7 pm. A polyglot Purim 
story by Ashreynu in partnership 
with the Jewish Language Project. 
Excerpts of the Megillah will be 
read in Hebrew, English, Span-
ish, Bukhari, Russian, Ladino, 
and other languages. Art, music, 
party. Grove 34, 31-83 34th St., 
Astoria.
•   March 7, Author Talk: LIRR 
Port Washington Branch, 7:30 pm. 
Lifelong train enthusiast David D. 
Morrison, a former branch line 
manager for the Long Island Rail 
Road, discusses his new Arcadia 
Publishing book on the LIRR 
Port Washington Branch with 
the Bayside Historical Society. 
The Castle, 208 Totten Ave., Fort 
Totten.
•   March 7, Freedom Flight, 10:30 
am. Mad River Theater Works 
presents this original musical 
about Addison White, a slave 
who escaped from Kentucky and 
traveled the Underground Rail-
road north to Mechanicsburg, 
Ohio. Queens College, Colden 
Auditorium, 153-49 Reeves Ave., 
Flushing.
•   March 8, Monthly Jazz Jam, 7 
pm. On the second Wednesday of 
the month, musicians hone skills 
and jam with peers and the house 
band. Don’t play? Don’t worry. 
Listen and groove! Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.
•   March 9, Lost In The Game, 
6 pm. Thomas Beller discusses 
his new book, which chronicles 
his life as a player, journalist, and 
basketball enthusiast. It’s online 
as part of Queens Public Library’s 
ongoing Literary Thursdays  
program.

RWBosco and the Storm 

FTH Jazz Jam 
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tial to the plans, colleges included 
meaningful and concrete actions 
that the funding would support 
towards addressing all forms of 
hatred. The University’s central 
offices will utilize $150,000 of the 
funds to support its campus cli-
mate work, involving professional 
development, faculty engagement 
and monthly discussions and con-
versations on issues pertaining to 
discrimination.
     These new programs build 
on the long-standing work being 
undertaken by the University to 
foster a system that is welcoming 
to all students in a city as diverse 
as New York. Queens College, for 
instance, established the Center 
for Ethnic, Racial and Religious 
Understanding (CERRU) in 2009, 
as an expansion of a program 
developed by the college’s Center 
for Jewish Studies. Shortly after 
being appointed to the role, Chan-
cellor Matos Rodríguez secured a 
$500,000 grant from the New York 
City Council to expand the center’s 
work across the University. And 
since 2017, Brooklyn College has 
led a “We Stand Against Hate” 
initiative, which includes lectures, 
workshops and events taking place 
throughout the year, tasked with 
enhancing understanding and 
compassion on campus.
     With the new funds, some col-
leges are developing expanded di-
versity, equity and inclusion (DEI) 
training. One of these colleges, Ba-
ruch College, will organize focus 
groups and facilitate discussions 
on campus this semester, alongside 
the enhanced DEI training and 
organized support for the college’s 
affinity groups.
     Part of the funding will sup-
port campus conversations around 
historical and recent trends of 

CUNY Distributes $750,000 For Programming 
to Combat Hate
discrimination. Queensborough 
Community College will leverage 
its Kupferberg Holocaust Center, 
already tasked with using the les-
sons of the Holocaust to educate 
current and future generations 
about the ramifications of preju-
dice, to host a Holocaust education 
program.
     Bronx Community College will 
host a series of interactive work-
shops and readings that culminate 
in performances of “Dissonance,” 
a two-woman play covering the 
topics of race, love and friendship. 
This project, one of four arts-based 
initiatives under this effort, will 
utilize a theater in education model 
of learning through personal con-
nection and engagement.
     The CUNY School of Law 
will engage a dedicated trainer to 
advise faculty and staff on how to 
facilitate a common understand-
ing of discrimination and how to 
confront it, as well as engaging 
students in this dialogue. The 
funding will support a series of 
student-centered events specifi-
cally covering the rising trends of 
anti-Asian hate, antisemitism and 
LGBTQIA+ hate in New York City 
and across the nation.
     To directly empower students, 
Brooklyn College is designing a 
student retreat to confront reli-
gious and ethnic discrimination 
based on a social change model of 
leadership development.
     Colleges will also expand their 
academic and co-curricular offer-
ings, such as the Craig Newmark 
Graduate School of Journalism’s 
“Navigating the Newsroom” work-
shop series, which will focus on 
how media outlets in the Jewish, 
Asian American and Black com-
munities are responding to the up-
ward national trend in hate crimes 
targeting these groups.
     This initiative is the most re-

cent step taken by the University 
to fight intolerance and hatred 
in all its forms. CUNY recently 
announced the launch of an on-
line portal to report instances of 
discrimination and retaliation. 
While working closely with the 
Jewish Community Relations 
Council of New York (JCRC-NY), 
the University also is partnering 
with Hillel International’s Campus 
Climate Initiative to address the 
global uptick in antisemitism while 
fostering a welcoming community 
for Jewish students.
     The City University of New 
York is the nation’s largest urban 
public university, a transformative 
engine of social mobility that is a 
critical component of the lifeblood 
of New York City. Founded in 1847 
as the nation’s first free public 
institution of higher education, 
CUNY today has seven commu-
nity colleges, 11 senior colleges 
and seven graduate or professional 
institutions spread across New 
York City’s five boroughs, serving 
over 243,000 undergraduate and 
graduate students and awarding 
55,000 degrees each year. CUNY’s 
mix of quality and affordability 
propels almost six times as many 
low-income students into the 
middle class and beyond as all the 
Ivy League colleges combined. 
More than 80 percent of the Uni-
versity’s graduates stay in New 
York, contributing to all aspects 
of the city’s economic, civic and 
cultural life and diversifying the 
city’s workforce in every sector. 
CUNY’s graduates and faculty 
have received many prestigious 
honors, including 13 Nobel Prizes 
and 26 MacArthur “Genius” 
Grants. The University’s historic 
mission continues to this day: pro-
vide a first-rate public education to 
all students, regardless of means or 
background.

     Epicenter-NYC members and 
New York City neighbors came to-
gether on Sunday for a special event 
and tour of the Bowne House, the 
1612 home that was instrumental 
to the abolitionist movement and a 
safe space on the Underground Rail-
road. Hosted by Epicenter-NYC in 
partnership with the Underground 
Railroad Consortium of New York 
State (URCNYS) and the Bowne 
House, one of the few accessible 
abolition landmarks in New York 
City, the event featured historians 
and museum educators leading the 
narration and tour of the historic 
Underground Railroad site. 
     “This event underscores the 
significance of partnerships and 
alliances among historic sites and 
media outlets, such as that between 
the Bowne House and Epicenter-
NYC. Their collective efforts are 
essential to the ongoing effort to 
make the public aware of the history 
of enslavement, antislavery and the 
Underground Railroad in New York 
State,” said Peter Bunten, executive 
director of the Mid-Hudson An-
tislavery History Project and vice 
president of the Underground Rail-
road Consortium of New York State.

     “The response to this event was 
overwhelming and underscores 
how Queens’ history is Black his-
tory. The eclectic crowd and their 
sharp questions also reinforces 
Epicenter-NYC’s power in conven-
ing and ensuring that storytelling 
past and present is inclusive and 
truthful,” added S. Mitra Ka-
lita, publisher and co-founder of 
Epicenter-NYC. “We are grateful 
to partner with the Underground 
Railroad Consortium of New York 
State and the Bowne House for 
events like these to ensure we are 
promoting and honoring Black his-
tory throughout the year.”
     “The Bowne House Historical 
Society was thrilled to host an event 
led by Epicenter-NYC in collabora-
tion with the Underground Railroad 
Consortium of New York State. 
This event was a unique opportuni-
ty for the Bowne House to spotlight 
its designation as a research facil-
ity in the National Park Service’s 
Underground Railroad Network to 
Freedom. Our ongoing mission is to 
educate the public about the Bowne-
Parsons family and their history of 
activism, including John Bowne’s 
fight for religious freedom and the 
participation of family members 
in the Underground Railroad. We 

hope the event has inspired our 
guests to continue learning about 
this rich history, and to support 
education initiatives and historic 
preservation throughout New York. 
We welcome the public to visit the 
Bowne House for a guided tour and 
learn about our upcoming events 
at bownehouse.org,” shared Elise 
Helmers, executive director of the 
Bowne House.
     Located in Flushing, Queens, 
the Bowne House is listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places 
and is a New York City designated 
landmark, and a member of the Na-
tional Park Service’s Underground 
Railroad Network to Freedom pro-
gram, which honors, preserves and 
promotes the history of resistance 
to enslavement through escape 
and flight that continues to inspire 
people worldwide. The historic 
site, which also serves as a research 
library documenting that part of 
American history, is featured in 
the New York Landmarks Conser-
vancy’s 50th Anniversary online 
exhibition. 
     Anyone interested in visiting the 
Bowne House can learn more at 
bownehouse.org and to get involved 
with URCNYS, you can visit urc-
nys.org for more details.

Epicenter-NYC & the Underground Railroad Consortium of 
New York State Underscore a Key Part of Abolition History 
in New York City With Landmark Tour of the Bowne House

Demand Safe Housing and a 
Statewide Right to Counsel

     With the support of Catholic 
Migration Services’ legal and 
organizing teams, the tenants of 
94-16 34th Road rallied at Queens 
Housing Court this afternoon 
after taking on their landlord in a 
group repairs case. The tenants, 
who are predominantly low-
income people and migrants from 
Latinx countries, hoped to bring 
attention to the nightmare they’ve 
long been contending with: living 
conditions that have threatened 
their health and safety for the past 
30 years. They also uplifted their 
case to highlight the importance 
of passing legislation, Statewide 
Right to Counsel (A1493-Joyner/
S2721-May), that will address the 
gross imbalance of power between 
landlords and tenants in New 
York State’s housing courts, by 
establishing the Right to Counsel 
for ALL New Yorkers in ALL 
types of cases that could result in 
eviction–including affirmative 
repairs cases.
     The tenants of 94-16 34th Road 
are not alone in facing unaccept-
able living conditions. In 2021, 
New Yorkers in approximately 
8% of privately owned rental units 
in New York City suffered under 
serious housing code violations–
HPD’s “class C” violations that 
are “immediately hazardous” and 
violate a tenant’s legal right to safe 
and livable conditions. Landlords, 
code enforcement, city agencies 
and politicians allow these condi-
tions to persist along racial lines: 
more than twice as many Black 
and Latinx New Yorkers live in 
units with three or more mainte-
nance deficiencies than Asian or 
white New Yorkers.
     In the case of 94-16 34th 
Road, the building continues to 
be severely undermaintained, 
even though the tenants have been 
paying rent. Over the years, there 
have been numerous power out-
ages in individual units. Tearing 
up the walls to work on the wiring 
left dust flying around apartments 
for over a year, leading multiple 
tenants to develop asthma and 
other health complications. There 
have also been problems with the 
elevator, rodents, and heat. On 
February 23rd, one tenant was 
without heat for over 11 hours, 
according to their Heat Seek 
device. For some of the tenants 
at 94-16 34th Road, it has been 

nearly impossible to reach their 
super for maintenance or clean-
ing needs, and the tenants have 
resorted to maintaining the build-
ing themselves.
     There have als been security is-
sues that the landlord has failed to 
address. There have been numer-
ous reports of people who don’t 
live in the building (and weren’t 
invited as guests) getting inside 
the building, and the mailboxes, 
which were once broken into, have 
still not been repaired. According 
to Wanda Martinez, Tenant Lead-
er at the 94-16 34th Road Tenant 
Association, “I feel under duress 
to leave my apartment because of 
the safety issues.” She even spoke 
about one tenant who self-evicted 
due to the landlord’s failure to 
maintain secure premises.
     Prior to being connected with 
Catholic Migration Services, 
Wanda felt afraid to stand up to 
her landlord.
     She wasn’t fully aware of her 
rights as a tenant. “Personally, 
Sarah Hainbach, Staff Attorney 
at Catholic Migration Services, 
made all the difference,” Wanda 
said. “She informed us of our 
rights and removed fear from the 
equation, so we felt comfortable 
standing up for our wellbeing.” 
Under the proposed Statewide 
Right To Counsel bill, tenants 
across NYS would have the right 
to an attorney if their landlord vio-
lates their right to a liveable home. 
Many tenants, often uncounted 
in official eviction statistics, 
self-evict each year because of 
threats to their health and safety 
they experience at home. Without 
an attorney, a tenant’s legal right 
to seek justice in these cases is 
in practice unattainable. (cont’d)
     In today’s hearing, the ten-
ants of 94-16 34th Road and the 
landlord agreed on a settlement 
that will allow HPD to inspect 
the building. The tenants agreed 
to grant access to the landlord to 
make the repairs. The next court 
date will be April 3rd at 9:30am. 
Whatever violations are still out-
standing will be reviewed on that 
date. After the case finished, the 
tenants rallied outside the court-
house for a live-streamed presser. 
You can view their comments 
here: https://www.facebook.com/
RTCNY/. The tenants will con-
tinue to demand justice in their 
homes, and guaranteed represen-
tation for tenants in courts across 
the state.

Queens Tenants Take on Landlord

or why they faced delays in care. 
Officials in 10 municipalities told 
auditors that sometimes they were 
not able to reach a parent or there 
was a lack of service providers. In 
some cases, parents couldn’t at-
tend meetings or get to a provider 
during the day. If DOH required 
this information to be recorded, 
it could be used to help reduce 
disparities and improve outreach 
efforts.
     DiNapoli’s audit also found that 
delays in evaluations and delivery 
of services were major issues. If 
DOH accounted for these delays, 
then its performance metrics 

would be significantly worse. For 
example, if delays attributable 
to “exceptional family circum-
stances” were included when 
calculating timeliness of services 
in DOH’s 2020 annual report, then 
just 66%, instead of the reported 
90%, of children received services 
on time.
     According to a report from 
DOH, from July 2017 to June 
2020, Black and Hispanic children 
were less likely to be referred to 
and evaluated for the EI program 
compared to white children. Black 
children were also less likely 
than white children to receive 

Thousands of Young Children With 
Disabilities Not Receiving Early  

Intervention Services
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NYC Parks Reopens Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
Aquatics Center With Brand New Swim Programming  

fer,” said Congresswoman Meng. 
“From great exercise and swim-
ming classes to simply enjoying 
the water, I am excited to see those 
from our borough, especially our 
kids, families and seniors, using 
this wonderful pool.”  
     The Aquatics Center will once 
again provide important pool ac-
cess in  Central Queens. As part of 
the reopening, Parks is introducing 
two brand new aquatics classes to 
the Aquatics Center, including:   
•    Swim Instruction Program 
(SIP) for Water Safety Instructors, 
an advanced swim class with the 
goal of teaching swimmers how to 
become Water Safety Instructors;   
•    Youth and Adult Hydro-Fit, a 
form of competitive swim training 
and conditioning, including gen-
eral dry-land training exercises.   
Programming at the pool will also 
feature returning swim classes like 
Swim for Life, Learn to Swim, 
Youth Swim Teams, Adult and 
Senior water Aerobics, and Adap-
tive Aquatics.    
     “Swimming isn’t just recreation 
and exercise, it’s also a life-saving 
skill for New Yorkers. I’m thrilled 
to celebrate the long-awaited re-
opening of the Flushing Meadows 
Aquatics Center, which will host 
two new swim classes alongside 

five returning programs,” said 
Council Member Krishnan. ”The 
Aquatics Center is an Olympic-
size, fully accessible, affordable 
pool facility, and the working-
class, immigrant communities of 
Queens deserve no less.”  
     “Since taking office, I have 
heard from numerous constituents 
wondering if and when the Aquat-
ics Center in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park would reopen to the 
public,” said Councilmember San-
dra Ung. “While I know it has been 
frustrating for them to be without 
this swimming pool for so long, I 
am happy the Parks Department 
is finally able to reopen it. Not 
only is this one of only two public 
indoor swimming pools in the 
borough, it is also right in the heart 
of several different immigrant 
communities. I look forward to 
welcoming swimmers both young 
and old back to this world-class 
amenity, not just so they have a 
place to swim and exercise, but to 
take advantage of all of the great 
programs that drew approximately 
350,000 visitors a year before it 
was forced to close.”  
     The Flushing Meadows Aquat-
ics Center is reopening to the pub-
lic after closing in January 2020 
due to emergency netting installa-
tion on the interior roof and repair 
of the pool floor, with a delayed 

opening due to pandemic impacts. 
An additional project to repair and 
upgrade the roof of the Aquatics 
Center will begin in 2025.  
     Recreation memberships are 
free for youth and young adults 
through the age of 24. For infor-
mation on hours, programming, 
and how to become a Recre-
ation Center member, please visit 
Parks’ Recreation Center page for 
more information: https://www.
nycgovparks.org/facilities/recre-
ationcenters  
     Since 1910, NYC Parks has 
provided the most affordable and 
extensive network of recreational 
services throughout New York 
City. Parks’ 36 recreation centers 
offer facilities such as indoor 
pools, weight rooms, basketball 
courts, and dance studios, art stu-
dios, game rooms, and libraries. 
All recreation centers also offer 
a range of programs for people of 
all ages.   
     The largest recreation center 
ever built inside a New York City 
park, Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Aquatics Center and Ice Rink 
is home to an Olympic-size swim-
ming pool with adjustable floor 
and diving tank for competitions, 
as well as a year-round NHL-reg-
ulation hockey rink. The 110,000 
square-foot facility is accessible to 
those with disabilities.

     In an ongoing commitment to 
help address the diverse health and 
wellness needs of New Yorkers, 
EmblemHealth, one of the nation’s 
largest nonprofit health insurers, 
held a Community Resource Day 
on February 22 at EmblemHealth 
Neighborhood Care’s Flushing 
location to help the public learn 
more about free and confidential 
healthcare resources available to 
the community and highlight the 

location’s newly launched Mind 
and Body Well-Being Program. 
     Neighborhood Care staff mem-
bers were joined at the event by 
local and citywide healthcare or-
ganizations, New York City Coun-
cil Member Sandra Ung (Council 
District 20), constituent liaison 
for U.S. Congresswoman Grace 
Meng (New York Congressional 
District 6), the New York City 
Police Department, and Advan-
tageCare Physicians, a primary 
and specialty care practice serving 

the New York area that is part of 
the EmblemHealth family of com-
panies. The day was filled with 
free informational classes, mental 
health and well-being resources, 
one-on-one confidential sessions 
in separate rooms, and activities 
such as Tai Chi and Chair Yoga 
designed to tend to the minds and 
bodies of Queens residents. 
     Over 100 Flushing community 
members attended the event where 
classes and activities were led in 
both English and Chinese. 

EmblemHealth Neighborhood Care Helps Support the 
Mind, Body, and Soul of the Flushing Community

how the event went that many of 
them were already asking about 
future competitions. “We always 
look to create more opportunities 
for the youth and older adults to 
connect and have fun, so we’re 
happy that our first-ever table 
tennis competition was such a 
success,” said Fleance Mason, 
QCH Director of Teen Outreach.
    Our Beacon Community Center 
at PS 149 offers a balanced mix of 
high-quality educational, recre-
ational, and cultural activities to 
students. In February, they cel-
ebrated the Lunar New Year and 
Black History Month through art.
     On February 3, queens neigh-
bors of all ages gathered in Jack-
son Heights for great musical 
performances and fun art activi-
ties to celebrate the Lunar New 
Year. Congressmember Grace 
Meng stopped by to speak with 
members of the community and 
expressed her appreciation for 
QCH’s programs and services 
across the borough. “So many 
neighborhoods in Queens re-
ally rely on QCH and the great 
work they do in taking care of so 

many people, from youth to older 
adults,” said Meng.
     On February 17, QCH Bea-
con’s intergenerational arts and 
crafts club partnered with Queens 
Public Library to highlight Black 
History Month. Young people and 
older adults worked together on 
poetry and journaling in book-
lets gifted by the Queens Public 
Library of Jackson Heights and 
Langston Hughes Library.
     As you may know, we offer an 
array of activities that promote 
good mental and physical health 
for our neighbors. On February 6, 
we started our Family Fun Salsa 
Class at the Forest Hills Commu-
nity Center (108-25 62nd Drive). 
Individuals of all ages have been 
gathering at the Center with their 
families to dance, exercise, enjoy 
music, and interact with their 
neighbors. All Queens residents 
are welcome to stop by the Center 
for our fun and high-energy dance 
class on Mondays and Wednes-
days at 6pm. Join us!
     Queens Community House 
provides individuals and families 
with the tools to enrich their lives 
and build healthy, inclusive com-
munities.

Teens & Older Adults Compete in  
Intergenerational Table Tennis Competition

     The grants announced today 
are provided through the follow-
ing HUD programs:
1.   The Community Develop-
ment Block Grants (CDBG) 
provides annual grants on a 
formula basis to states, cities, 
counties, and insular areas to 
develop stronger, more resil-
ient communities by providing 
decent housing and a suitable 
l iving environment, and by 
expanding economic opportu-
nities, principally for low- and 
moderate-income people. In 
2022 the program helped over 
60,000 families through housing 
activities, 46,000 individuals 
through job creation or reten-
tion, 83,500 people experiencing 
homelessness through improve-
ments to homelessness facilities, 
over 5.3 million people through 
public services, and over 39 
million people through public 
improvements. New York City 
will receive $169,345,195 for this 
program and Puerto Rico will 
receive $54,443,639.

2.   The HOME Investment 
Partnerships Program (HOME) 
is the primary Federal tool of 
States and local governments to 
produce affordable rental and 
owner-occupied housing for 
low-income families. HOME 
funds a wide range of activi-
ties including building, buying, 
and/or rehabilitating afford-
able housing for rent or home-
ownership or providing direct 
rental assistance to low-income 
people. HOME projects leverage 
non-federal funds including, 
in many cases, tax credits for 
affordable rental housing. In 
2022 the program helped create 
over 15,000 units of housing 
and nearly 17,000 households 
were assisted with tenant based 
rental assistance through the 
HOME program. New York City 
will receive $ 80,485,864for this 
program and Puerto Rico will 
receive $26,082,936.
3.   The Housing Opportunities 
for Persons With HIV/AIDS 
(HOPWA) program provides 
stable and permanent housing  
assistance and supportive ser-

vices to low-income people 
living with Human Immuno-
deficiency Virus (HIV). Over 
100,000 households receive 
HOPWA housing assistance and/
or supportive services annually. 
New York City will receive $ 
45,930,651 for this program 
and Puerto Rico will receive 
$9,056,831.
4.   Emergency Solutions Grants 
(ESG) provides funds for home-
less shelters, assists in the opera-
tion of local shelters, and funds 
related social service and home-
less prevention programs. Re-
cipients enable people to quickly 
regain stability in permanent 
housing after experiencing a 
housing crisis and/or homeless-
ness. ESG funds may be used for 
street outreach, emergency shel-
ter, homelessness prevention, 
and rapid re-housing assistance.  
Annually, ESG connects over 
350,000 people to emergency 
shelter as they transition to per-
manent housing. New York City 
will receive $14,612,469 for this 
program and Puerto Rico will 
receive $4,777,743.

Velázquez Announces Grants For Affordable Housing And 
Community Development in New York And Puerto Rico

therapeutic services within 30 
days. In addition, auditors identi-
fied disparities across the state in 
the availability of providers and 
access to services. In Broome 
County, for example, there were 
less than three providers for every 
100 eligible children, while in 
Putnam County there were nine. 
The audit determined DOH must 
do more to identify and address 
barriers to equitable access to the 
program.
     The COVID-19 pandemic also 
created problems for families in 
accessing services. Some families 
were not able to use telehealth or 
found it to be less effective than 
in-person treatment. Overall, 
there were significant drops in 
referral rates (-20%), evaluations 
(-24%), and eligibility determina-
tions (-19%) from 2019 to 2020.
     Officials in 10 counties also 
cited issues with DOH’s web-
based system to manage the EI 
program. They said reports did 
not correctly show the number of 
children being served in their area. 
Nine municipalities indicated that 
they developed their own internal 
systems for administering and 
managing the program locally 
due to problems with DOH’s New 
York State Early Intervention Sys-
tem (NYEIS).
     Additionally, local officials 
said the provider directory was not 
kept up to date on the NYEIS. As 
a result, some parents were turned 
away by providers who no longer 
were offering services or taking 

on new clients. The audit found 
23% of the about 7,800 service 
providers listed on NYEIS did 
not give any services during the 
audit period.
     DiNapoli’s audit recommends 
DOH:
•    Identify why some children are 
not receiving services or are fac-
ing delays in care and develop and 
implement strategies to improve 
participation and timely delivery 
of services.
•    Include specific goals, tasks, 
and objectives on municipal work-
plans for improving public aware-
ness and outreach.
•    Take steps to understand dis-
parities in accessing EI program 
services and develop an action 
plan to better deliver equitable 
access.
•    Regularly verify the provider 
directory is accurate and up to 
date to ensure it is useful to fami-
lies.
•    Expedite a new web-based 
system to manage the EI program, 
which has been delayed multiple 
times, and ensure that municipali-
ties are prepared to use it.
     In response to the audit, DOH 
indicated that EI is a voluntary 
program that requires parental 
consent and relies heavily on 
municipalities to administer. 
The department acknowledged  
COVID-19 created challenges 
and that provider capacity is a 
significant factor that affects the 
timeliness of services. It outlined 
its current activities to better ad-
dress disparities and outreach at 
the local level.

Thousands of Young Children With 
Disabilities Not Receiving Early  

Intervention Services
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S q u a r e  S t r e e t  C a p i t a l 
Management, LLC Auth. filed 
w/ SSNY 11/17/22. Of f. in 
Queens Co. Cert. of Form 
filed w/ SSDE 7/28/21. SSNY 
desig. as agt. of LLC whom 
process may be served & shall 
mail process to Zaiqing Zhu, 
56-27 2nd St, Apt. 2803, Long 
Island City, NY 11101. The reg. 
agt. is Zaiqing Zhu at same 
address. Add. maintained in 
DE: 3500 S. Dupont Hwy, 
Dover, DE 19901. Name & 
add. of auth. off icer in DE 
where Cert of Form filed: DE 
Sec. of State, Div. of Corp, 401 
Federal St, Ste. 4, Dover, DE 
19901. Any lawful purpose. 
1/26,2/2,9,16,23&3/2/2023

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
KOR ALI 194 LLC.  Ar ts. 
of Org. filed with NY Dept. 
of State on 11/2/22. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
NY Sec. of State designated 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
p r o c e s s  a g a ins t  i t  m ay 
be served, and shall mail 
process to 72-08 243rd St, 
Douglaston, NY   11362. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
1/26,2/2,9,16,23&3/2/2023

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
B R E A D B OX  P I C T U R ES 
LLC A r t s .  o f  O r g .  f i l e d 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(S S N Y )  o n  01/13 / 2 0 2 3 . 
O f f i ce  loc at ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 57 Larkin Street, 
Staten Island, NY 10302. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
1/26,2/2,9,16,23&3/2/2023

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
SSGM LLC Ar ts.  of  Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 01/10/2023. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
p rocess to:  84 -12 265th 
Street, Floral Park, NY 11001. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
1/26,2/2,9,16,23&3/2/2023

Prime Podiatry PLLC Filed 
7/29 /2 2  O f f i c e:  Q ueens 
Co. SSNY designated as 
agent for process & shall 
ma i l  t o  5718  Wo o ds ide 
Ave #2101, Woodside, NY 
11377 Purpose: Podiatr y. 
1/26,2/2,9,16,23&3/2/2023

REDEFINE MEALS ROCK 
ASTO RI A  LLC.  A r t s .  o f 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
01/23/23.  Of f ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  i t 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mai l  copy of  p rocess to 
the LLC, 2850 Pond Road, 
Ronkonkoma, NY  11779.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
2/2,9,16,23,3/2&9/2023

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF FORMATION 
O F L I M IT ED L I A B I L IT Y 
C O M P A N Y  N A M E : 
HONEYBEE GROUP FAMILY 
DAYCARE, LLC. Articles of 
Organization were filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 12/20/2022. 
O f f ice Locat ion:  Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of any process against 
the LLC served upon him or 
her to the company c/o The 
Limited Liability Company, 
440 BEACH 54th ST APT 
2C, ARVERNE, NY, UNITED 
STATES, 11692. Pr incipal 
business address: 440 Beach 
54th St, ARVERNE, NY 11692. 
Purpose: Any lawful acts.  
2/2,9,16,23,3/2&9/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
MEHAR REALTY LLC.  Arts. 
of Org. filed with SSNY on 
11/07/2022.  Office location: 
QUEENS Count y.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 104-
40  QUEENS BLVD A PT 
22 B, FOREST HILLS, NY, 
UNITED STATES, 11375.  
Purpose: Any lawful activity.  
2/2,9,16,23,3/2&9/2023

NOTICE OF FORMATION OF 
HSU & ASSOCIATES LLP 
Certificate of Registration filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of NY (SSNY) on January 
30 2023. Of f ice locat ion: 
QUEENS County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. The Post 
Office address to which the 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLP 
served upon him/her is: 135-
50 Roosevelt Avenue, Suite 
201, Flushing, NY 11354 / Zack 
Hsu. The principal business 
address of the LLP is 135-50 
Roosevelt Avenue, Suite 201, 
Flushing, NY 11354. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity. 
2/2,9,16,23,3/2&9/2023

JLEMM 50th St, LLC f iled 
w/ SSNY on 2/1/23. Office: 
Queens Co. SSNY designated 
as agent for process & shall 
mail to: 2565 34th St., Astoria, 
NY 11103. Purpose: any lawful. 
2/9,16,23,3/2,9&16/2023

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
S O N G  M E D I C A L  P L LC 
Arts of Org. f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 5/5/2022. 
Of f ice location: QUEENS. 
SSNY design. agent of PLLC 
upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail copy 
to 3808 UNION ST UNIT 
2A, FLUSHING, NY 11354. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
2/9,16,23,3/2,9&16/2023

Notice of Formation of PVNX, 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 01/08/2023. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 45-14 30th Avenue, 
Suite 1R, Astoria, NY 11103. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
2/9,16,23,3/2,9&16/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
ROYALTY TRUCKERS LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/12/2023. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 448 Beach 
65th Street, Averne, NY 11692. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
2/9,16,23,3/2,9&16/2023

Notice of Formation of Samson 
Milwaukee LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 1/25/23. Off ice 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
c/o Samson Management, 
1180-5 Queens Blvd, Ste 
1710, Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
2/9,16,23,3/2,9&16/2023

TWINS 2588 LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
02/08/23.  Off ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
35 - 08 30th Avenue, 2nd 
Floor, Astoria, NY  11103.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
2/16,23,3/2,9,16&23/2023         

AMERICAN BANGLADESHI 
CO M M U NIT Y HU B LLC. 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 02/09/23.  Office: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to the LLC, c/o Abul 
H Bhuiyan, 15626 95th Street, 
Howard Beach, NY  11414. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.  
2/16,23,3/2,9,16&23/2023

Notice of Formation S Family 
Dream, LLC. Ar ts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 2/7/23. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
Luis Salazar, 7-28 124th St., 
College Point, NY 11356. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
2/16,23,3/2,9,16,&23/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
DESIGNERRX SOLUTIONS 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/24/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 17718 Wexford Ter. 
Apt 202, Jamaica, NY 11432. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
2/23,3/2,9,16,23&30/2023

Notice of Formation of JD 
AV ERY D E V ELO PM ENT 
LLC A r t s .  o f  O r g .  f i l e d 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 01/19/2023. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
1568 Union Turnpike, #3701, 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
2/23,3/2,9,16,23&30/2023

DB4116 LLC, Ar ts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 9/17/2018. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 213-
38 40th Ave., Bayside, NY 
11361. General  Purpose. 
2/23,3/2,9,16,23&30/2023

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
CATEGORY 1 MUSIC, LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
02/18/2023. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: P.O. Box 
8532, New York, NY 10150. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
2/23,3/2,9,16,23&30/2023
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SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK – 
COUNTY OF QUEENS
INDEX # 700483/2020 FILED 
2/15/2023
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS 
Plaintiff designates Queens 
County as the Place of Trial. 
Designation of Venue is based 
upon the situs of the Subject 
Property. Subject Property: 
34-17 101st Street a/k/a 3417 
101st Street, Corona, New York 
11368.
DEUTSCHE BANK NATIONAL 
T R U S T  C O M PA N Y,  A S 
TRUSTEE OF THE HOME 
EQUITY MORTGAGE LOAN 
ASSET- BACKED   TRUST   
SERIES   INABS   2007-B, 
HOME EQUITY MORTGAGE  
LOA N  ASSET- BACK ED  
CERTIFICATES  SERIES 
INABS   2007-B,   UNDER   THE   
POOLING   AND   SERVICING 
AGREEMENT DATED JUNE 
1, 2007, Plaint i f f,  JESUS 
ANTONIO PELAEZ, if living, 
and if dead,  the respective heirs 
at law, next of kin, distributees, 
executors, administrators, 
trustees, devisees, legatees, 
assignors, lienors, creditors 
and successors in interest 
and generally al l persons 
having or claiming under, by 
or through said defendant who 
may be deceased, by purchase, 
inheritance, lien or otherwise 
of any right, title or interest in 
and to the premises described 
in the complaint herein, and 
their respective husbands, 
wives or widow, if any, and 
each and every person not 
specifically named who may 
be entitled to or claim to have 
any right, title or interest in 
the property described in the 
verified complaint; all of whom 
and whose names and places 
of residence unknown, and 
cannot after diligent inquiry 
be ascertained by the Plaintiff, 
ALMA NORA PELAEZ AS 

ADMINISTRATOR TO THE 
ESTATE OF ISOLINA PELAEZ 
A/K/A ISOLINA A. PELAEZ, 
GLORIA POMARICO AS 
ADMINISTRATOR TO THE 
ESTATE OF ISOLINA PELAEZ 
A/K/A ISOLINA A. PELAEZ, 
MARIA ARCINIEGAS AS HEIR 
AT LAW AND NEXT OF KIN 
TO THE ESTATE OF ISOLINA 
PELAEZ A/K/A ISOLINA A. 
PELAEZ, NEW YORK CITY 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 
BOARD, UNITED STATES
O F  A M E R I C A  O / B / O 
I N T E R N A L  R E V E N U E 
SERVICE
N E W  Y O R K  S T A T E 
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION 
AND
FINANCE, Defendants. To the 
above-named defendants: YOU 
ARE HEREBY SUMMONED 
to answer the complaint in 
this action and to serve a 
copy of your answer, or, if the 
complaint is not served with this 
summons, to serve a notice of 
appearance, on the plaintiff’s 
attorneys within twenty (20) 
days after the service of this 
summons, exclusive of the 
day of service (or within thirty 
(30) days after the service is 
complete if this summons is 
not personally delivered to 
you within the State of New 
York); in the event the United 
States of America is made a 
party defendant, the time to 
answer for the said United 
States of America shall not 
expire until sixty (60) days 
after service of the Summons; 
and in case of your failure to 
appear or answer, judgment 
will be taken against you by 
default for the relief demanded 
in the Complaint. NOTICE YOU 
ARE IN DANGER OF LOSING 
YOUR HOME If you do not 
respond to this summons and 
complaint by serving a copy of 
the answer on the attorney for 
the mortgage company who 
filed this foreclosure proceeding 
against you and f i l ing the 
answer with the court, a default 
judgment may be entered and 
you can lose your home. Speak 
to an attorney or go to the court 
where your case is pending 
for further information on how 
to answer the summons and 
protect your property. Sending 
a payment to your mortgage 
company will not stop this 
foreclosure action. YOU MUST 
RESPOND BY SERVING A 
COPY OF THE ANSWER 
ON THE ATTORNEY FOR 
THE PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING 
THE ANSWER WITH THE 
COURT. McCabe, Weisberg 
& Conway, LLC, Attorneys 
for Plaint if f, 1 Huntington 
Quadrang le,  Sui te  4N25 
Melville, NY 11747. 631-812-
4084. 855-845-2584 facsimile 
HELP FOR HOMEOWNERS 
IN FORECLOSURE New 
York State requires that we 
send you this notice about the 
foreclosure process. Please 
read it carefully. SUMMONS 
AND COMPLAINT You are in 
danger of losing your home. 
If you fail to respond to the 
Summons and Complaint 
in this foreclosure action, 
you may lose your home. 

Please read the Summons 
and Complaint carefully. You 
should immediately contact 
an attorney or your local legal 
aid of f ice to obtain advice 
on how to protect yourself. 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
AND ASSISTANCE The State 
encourages you to become 
informed about your options 
in foreclosure. In addition to 
seeking assistance from an 
attorney or legal aid office, 
there are government agencies, 
and non-profit organizations 
that you may contact for 
information about possible 
options, including trying to 
work with your lender during 
this process. To locate an 
entity near you, you may call 
the toll-free helpline maintained 
by New York State Department 
of  Financial  Ser v ices’  at 
1-877-BANK-NYS (1-877-226-
5697) or visit the Department’s 
website at WWW.BANKING.
STATE.NY.US. RIGHTS AND 
OBLIGATIONS YOU ARE NOT 
REQUIRED TO LEAVE YOUR 
HOME AT THIS TIME. You 
have the right to stay in your 
home during the foreclosure 
process. You are not required 
to leave your home unless 
and until your proper ty is 
sold at auction pursuant to a 
judgment of foreclosure and 
sale. Regardless of whether 
you choose to remain in your 
home, YOU ARE REQUIRED 
TO TAKE CARE OF YOUR 
PROPERTY and pay your 
taxes in accordance with state 
and local law. FORECLOSURE 
RESCUE SCAMS Be careful of 
people who approach you with 
offers to “save” your home. 
There are individuals who 
watch for notices of foreclosure 
actions in order to unfairly profit 
from a homeowner’s distress. 
You should be ex tremely 
c a re f u l  abou t  any  suc h 
promises and any suggestions 
that you pay them a fee or 
sign over your deed. State law 
requires anyone offering such 
services for profit to enter into 
a contract which fully describes 
the services they will perform 
and fees they will charge, and 
which prohibits them from 
taking any money from you 
until they have completed all 
such promised services. File# 
272-5697
3/2,9,16&23/2023
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NYS Association of Black, Puerto Rican, 
Hispanic and Asian Legislators

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz attended the 
NYSABPRHAL 52nd Annual Conference in Albany. The 
conference engages discussion of social issues and public 
policy among lawmakers and activists from across the state.


