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New York State Office for the Aging
Reminds Older New Yorkers to
Get Flu Shot
Sharp Increase in the Number Flu Cases and Hospitalizations
Reported Across New York State
Older adults among those at greatest risk for serious complications from influenza
With the dramatic increase in the number of reported flu cases
and hospitalizations across the state in recent weeks, the New
York State Office for the Aging reminds older New Yorkers and
caregivers about the importance of getting their flu vaccination
as soon as possible. It’s not too late—flu season can extend as
late as May.
“The best way to protect against the flu is to get an annual flu
shot,” said Acting Director Greg Olsen. “Our immune systems are
more easily compromised as we age, and older adults, especially
those with chronic health conditions, have an increased risk of
developing serious complications from the flu. Getting the flu
vaccine helps prevent the spread of the virus and offers vital
protection for older adults and their caregivers.”
Flu activity has been high this season and continues to increase. According to the New York State Department of Health
(NYSDOH), last week 1,964 New Yorkers were hospitalized with
lab-confirmed influenza, up 34 percent from the previous week.
(Continued on page 2)

Maloney Statement Following Meeting
With Greek Prime Minister

25 CENTS

Governor Andrew Cuomo Announces
‘New’ Penn Station Plan

by Joseph M. Calisi
During a speech at the Association for a Better New York,
New York Governor Andrew M.

Cuomo today unveiled the 30th
proposal of his 2020 State of the
State. The subject matter was the
creation of the Empire Station
Complex - a 21st century transit

complex in Midtown Manhattan’s
West Side. The goal is to transform the existing Penn Station
(Continued on page 2)

DA Katz Sentenced Jamaica Man in
Largest Indictment of Child Sex Abuse
Materials in Queens History

Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (D-NY), co-chair and cofounder of the Congressional Hellenic Caucus, released the following
statement after today’s meeting with
Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos
Mitsotakis.
“I was grateful today to join
Speaker Pelosi in welcoming Prime
Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis to the
Capitol as we celebrated the strong
alliance and friendship between
Greece and the United States. I’m
encouraged by the economic re-

forms that the Prime Minister has
put in place and look forward to
seeing further action taken to better
the lives of the Greek people.
“We also discussed Turkey’s encroachment within Greece’s sovereign waters. This is an unnecessary
escalation and threatens Greece’s
internationally recognized authority. I stand firmly with Greece and
as co-chair of the Hellenic Caucus
will continue to do all I can to support Greece’s right to peace and
prosperity.”

Photo Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz by Mark Hallum. See story on page 3.
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New York State Office for the Aging Reminds Older
New Yorkers to Get Flu Shot
(Continued from page 1)
To date, there have been 5,694 flurelated hospitalizations. In addition, 10,085 laboratory-confirmed
f lu cases were reported to the
State Department of Health last
week, a nine-percent increase in
cases from the week prior. There
have been 32,848 lab-confirmed
cases of the flu reported so far
this season.
Influenza symptoms include
fever, cough, sore throat, runny
or stuffy nose, body aches, headache, chills and fatigue. Some
people may also have vomiting
and diarrhea. People infected with
the flu may also have respiratory
symptoms without a fever. The flu
can cause mild to severe illness.
Adults aged 65 years and older,
people with certain chronic medical conditions, young children,
and pregnant women are among
those who are at highest risk.
Older adults often bear the
greatest burden of severe f lu
consequences. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) estimates that in recent
years between about 70% and
85% of seasonal flu-related deaths
have occurred in people 65 years
and older, and between 50% and
70% of seasonal flu-related hospitalizations have occurred among
older adults.
According to the CDC, adults
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site and integrate the soon-to-be
completed Moynihan Station and
Train Hall that will be completed
by December 2020. Twentyseven New York City leaders and
elected officials have endorsed
the Governor’s proposal which
has been named the Empire Station Complex.
In a sense, it looks like the
combination of different plans
that were previously announced
and only the Moynihan Train
Hall is the only part that has seen
any level of realization which has
been more than two decades in
the making. The previously announced acquisition of the MSG
Theatre is still part of the plan.
However, the projected price tag
was not disclosed.
This new plan calls for the acquiring of the block south of
Penn Station between 7th and
8th Avenues between 30th and
31st Street to create an expanded,
remodeled and interconnected
train and subway complex. The
railroad portion would contain 8
new tracks.
Cuomo criticized the pace that
previously announced projects
that were either slow or never
realized. An example of this is the
idea to remove the theater (and replace it with large glass panels to
let the natural light in just like the
original Penn Station skylights)
that was originally named ‘The
Felt Forum’ (after Irving Mitchell
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About the New York State
Office for the Aging and Health
Across All Policies/Age-Friendly
New York - New York State Office
for the Aging (NYSOFA) continuously works to help New York
State’s 4.3 million older adults be
as independent as possible for as
long as possible through advocacy,
development and delivery of person-centered, consumer-oriented,
and cost-effective policies, programs, and services that support
and empower older adults and
their families, in partnership with
the network of public and private
organizations that serve them.
New York is nationally recognized for being the first agefriendly state in the nation. Using
the state’s Prevention Agenda as
the overarching framework, in
2017, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo launched a Health Across All
Policies approach, where public
and private partners work together
to positively impact population
health by marrying health care,
preventive health, and community-design, in concert with addressing social determinants of health,
to improve the lives of all New
Yorkers, young and old.
Stay connected—download
the NYSOFA mobile app for iOS
or Android; visit the NYSOFA
Facebook page; follow @NYSAGING on Twitter; or visit www.
aging.ny.gov.

Governor Andrew Cuomo Announces
‘New’ Penn Station Plan
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over the age of 65 should take the
following precautions:
• Get your annual flu shot as soon
as possible. As long as flu viruses
are circulating, vaccination should
continue throughout flu season,
even in January or later.
• Practice good health habits, including covering coughs, washing
hands often, and avoiding people
who are sick.
• Seek medical advice quickly if
you develop flu symptoms to see
whether you might need medical
evaluation or treatment with antiviral drugs. It’s very important
that antiviral drugs be used early
to treat flu in people who are very
sick with flu (for example, people
who are in the hospital).
• Get pneumococcal vaccines.
People who 65 years and older
should also be up to date with
pneumococcal vaccination to
protect against pneumococcal disease, such as pneumonia, meningitis, and bloodstream infections.
Talk to your doctor to find out
which pneumococcal vaccines are
recommended for you.
For more information:
• The New York State Flu Tracker
provides timely information about
local, regional, and statewide influenza activity. (NYSDOH)
• 65 or Older? You and the Flu
(NYSDOH)
• People 65 Years and Older &
Influenza (CDC)

Felt – the New York businessman
who led the drive in the 1960s to
build the current Madison Square
Garden).
Madison Square Garden’s
construction, much derided that
destroyed the character of the
original Penn Station which was a
grand palace for visitors to arrive
in, was replaced where visitors
entered a maze like rats as many
have termed the current facility.
MSG is the home of the NBA’s
Knickerbockers and NHL’s Rangers that sits directly atop the train
station.
The original Pennsylvania
Station’s magnificent design borrowed heavily from the baths of
Caracalla in ancient Rome was
an airy and sun-drenched train
hall. Its destruction gave birth to
the preservation movement that
helped preserve Grand Central
Terminal that was built by the
Pennsylvania Railroad’s once bitter rival, the New York Central’s
Vanderbilt family.
Penn Station’s owner, Amtrak
gave kudos to the plan. Anthony
Coscia, Chairman of the Amtrak
Board of Directors, commented
on Governor Cuomo’s Empire
Station District Plan by saying
that, “Amtrak’s Penn Station is
the nation’s busiest transportation facility, the central hub of the
Northeast Corridor, and an economic driver for the entire nation.
After decades of LIRR, NJ Transit, and Amtrak service growth,
the station’s tracks and platforms

are now full for much of the day,
limiting all three railroads’ ability
to add trains in the future. Under
Governor Cuomo’s leadership,
New York has already invested
in transformative projects at Penn
to improve the passenger experience at the station — including
Moynihan Train Hall and an
expanded LIRR Concourse —
and these soon-to-be-completed
projects will drastically enhance
the transit hub.”
The Long Island Rail Road,
once a subsidiary of the Pennsylvania Railroad that built the
original Penn Station and now
part of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority also commented. MTA Chairman and CEO
Patrick J. Foye said, “I applaud the
governor’s bold vision to increase
capacity and transform Penn
Station as we work to encourage
greater use of mass transit. In the
21st century, an interconnected
Empire Station Complex will be
an important driver of development for the region, which is the
lifeblood of the state economy. As
a commuter who travels through
Penn Station every day, I know
firsthand how this project will
dramatically improve the customer experience for millions of
passengers. The end result will
be a world class complex all New
Yorkers can be proud of.”
Big plans are wonderful. But
can we get it built? At what cost?
That’s the billions of dollar question that needs to be answered.
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NY State Assemblymembers Rosenthal and Pheffer Amato
Call for More Nonpublic School Security Funding
After the brutal murders in
a kosher grocery store in Jersey
City; the hor rif ic Hanuk kah
attacks in a rabbi’s home in
Monsey; and on the heels of
mass shootings in Pittsburgh
and Poway synagogues, Assemblymembers Daniel Rosenthal
(D- Kew Gardens Hills) and
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D- Far
Rockaway) have called upon the
New York State Legislature to
substantially increase security
funding for nonpublic schools in
the New York State budget.
Historically, the New York
State Legislature allocated $15
million annually for the Nonpublic School Safety Equipment
(NPSE) Grant. This translates
into approximately $37 per child.
In response to recent events, New
Jersey increased its allocation to
$150 per child for security, doubling its previous rate. Rosenthal
and Pheffer Amato propose New
York double its allocation to
$30 million, to protect children
against the dangers caused by
rising anti-Semitism.
“All children-- public school
and nonpublic school alike-- need
to feel and be safe,” said Assemblymember Daniel Rosenthal.
“I hear daily from individuals,
schools, and houses of worship
about their security concerns
in the wake of these attacks.
No parent should have to worry

about their child being the target
of hate-fueled violence. AntiSemitism has no place in New
York; this funding affirms our
commitment to protecting our
children.”
“Currently, a sense of urgency
is felt to safeguard Jewish communities, especially our youngest and most vulnerable citizens.
Therefore, I feel strongly that
this funding is critical to take a
stand against the recent spike in
anti-Semitic hate crimes which,
unfortunately, show no sign of
decelerating,” Assemblywoman
Stacey Pheffer Amato said. “I
am hopeful that this funding will
be granted so that a measure of
peace can be felt by those who
may be targeted, and so that we
join together to demonstrate our
stand against hate.”
Aside from recent high-profile
attacks, there have been almost
daily incidents of knockdowns,
rock throwing, cursing, spitting,
and other forms of abuse aimed at
visibly Jewish individuals. In the
past year, New York City has seen
a 20% increase in hate crimes and
a 26% increase in anti-Semitic
attacks, which comprise 55% of
all hate crimes.
“With the dramatic spike in
anti-Semitic incidents, security
is foremost on our minds these
days, said Rabbi Yeruchim Silber, Director of New York Gov-

ernment Relations for Agudath
Israel of America. “We thank
Assemblymembers Rosenthal and
Pheffer Amato for standing up
and working with us, and taking
the lead on this critical issue.”
“The Catholic school community is very grateful to Assembly
members Stacey Pheffer Amato
and Daniel Rosenthal for their efforts to increase funding to meet
the health, safety, and security
needs of school children regardless of where they go to schools,”
said James Cultrara, Executive
Secretary, NYS Council of Catholic School Superintendents.
“Now more than ever, with
families increasingly concerned
about security, all kids deserve
a safe learning environment and
this bill helps provide that. Thank
you to Assemblymembers Rosenthal and Pheffer Amato for their
leadership.” said Maury Litwack,
Executive Director of Teach NYS,
a project of the Orthodox Union.
The NPSE Grant is a streamlined, noncompetitive grant available to nearly all nonpublic K-12
schools, regardless of size. The
reimbursement form is 2 pages
long – its goal is to protect kids,
not add paperwork or complexity.
At the request of Agudath Israel
and others, the NPSE Grant has
been expanded to reimburse a
wide array of security upgrades,
as well as safety and health items.

Council Member Peter Koo Announces Resolution in
Support of Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2019
Council Member Peter Koo
today announced a resolution to be
introduced at the next Stated City
Council meeting calling for the
passage of the Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2019 - federal legislation that would close a loophole
in the Child Citizenship Act of
2000 that prevents internationallyadopted children from receiving
U.S. citizenship despite being
legally adopted by U.S. citizens.
CM Koo announced the resolution on City Hall steps alongside adoption advocacy groups
on NYC’s sixth official Korean
American Day – a citywide day
of recognition commemorating the
first arrival of Korean immigrants
to the United States in 1903. Korean adoptees historically account
for one of the largest groups of
international adoptions to the U.S.
according to the State Department
(over 20,000 since 1999), alongside China and Russia.
CM Koo stated, “Today on Korean American Day, we are calling
for an end to the injustice that has
befallen so many adoptees from
Korea and other countries who
are forced to live in the shadows
because our government has refused them citizenship. These are
adoptees who were legally adopted
by American citizens but have
been denied the rights and security
of citizenship. They are our family members, our friends, and our
neighbors, and it is far past time
that we treat them with the basic
human dignity that they deserve.
It is time to welcome them home
as Americans.”
Michael Mullen, President, Also
Known As, stated, “Despite enjoying bipartisan support, it will take

a strong and sustained grassroots
effort to ensure the passage of the
Adoptee Citizenship Act, which
will give all adoptees the legal
standing and life that America
promised them. A New York City
resolution is a huge boost to raising awareness of this issue. We
are glad to have an ally in Council
Member Peter Koo, who has provided the leadership to bring this
resolution through the New York
City Council.”
Min Sun Lee, President,
Museum of Korean American
Heritage, stated, “I believe that,
the foremost value that democracy
should pursue is to take care of
our underprivileged minorities.
I am here today so that all the
adoptees at risk could live in this
country proudly as citizens. I was
convinced that passing a legislation that will ensure their rights to
citizenship is of important human
rights issue. Thank you to everyone involved in making this day
possible and I sincerely hope to
see all our efforts and hopes bear
fruit in congress soon.”
Charles Yoon, President, Korean American Association of
Greater New York, stated, “That
many Korean adoptees are still
fighting for their right to be legally
recognized as American citizens
is an absolute travesty. The governments of the United States and
South Korea must come together
to address this urgent matter in a
way that reflects the best interests
of adoptees. Regardless of one’s
country of birth, Korean-American adoptees are U.S. citizens,
and should be recognized as such.”
Christine Colligan, President,
Korean American Parent Associa-

tion, stated, “To adopt a child is to
adopt a family member. Families
do not leave each other out in
the cold without status. Denying
these family members citizenship
is inhumane, and goes against
everything America stands for.”
Annalisa Freitas and Serena
Thomas, Peruvian adoptees and
member of Peruvian Adoptees
Worldwide, stated, “Peruvian
Adoptees Worldwide (PAW) applauds this resolution in support
of the Adoptee Citizenship Act.
At this current moment in our
political history, we know that
non-citizens face the threat of
deportation more than ever. Our
Peruvian adoptee community,
in NYC and around the globe,
deserve to know which of our
representatives stand with those
of us without the legal protection
granted to those covered by the
Child Citizenship Act. With this
support, PAW will continue to
advocate for full protection of all
us residents, regardless of their
citizenship status.”
The full text of the resolution
follows: Resolution calling on the
United States Congress to pass,
and the President to sign, the
Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2019
(H.R. 2731 / S. 1554), in order to
secure U.S. citizenship of internationally adopted children who are
now adults or aging into adulthood
Whereas, Current laws do not
guarantee United States (‘U.S’)
citizenship to all children brought
to the U.S. for the purposes of
adoption; and
Whereas, The Child Citizenship
Act of 2000 guaranteed automatic
(Continued on page 4)
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DA Katz Sentenced Jamaica Man in
Largest Indictment of Child Sex Abuse
Materials in Queens History
(Continued from page 1)
A Jamaica man was sentenced
to two years in prison followed
by three years of post release
supervision for what is believed
to be the the largest indictment
for the possession of child sexual
exploitation materials in Queens
County history, according to
Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz. The defendant must
also register as a sex offender.
Vishal Lalbeharry, the 31-yearold defendant from Jamaica,
pleaded guilty to thousands of
counts of promoting child sex
abuse and possessing almost

6,000 images of children being
molested in October, according to
the DA’s office. Lalbeharry also
pleaded guilty to bestiality after
authorities found videos of the incident on Lalbeharry’s electronic
devices. Lalbeharry possessed
thousands of photos and videos
of children being abused. In
total, Lalbeharry pleaded guilty
to over 17,000 counts brought
against him.
Dozens of statements written
by Lalbeharry’s victims were
read allowed during his sentencing. The process took over two
hours to complete, according to
the DA’s office.

Statement by Council Member
Francisco Moya Calls For Investigation
Into The Landing Homeless Shelter
Council Member Francisco
Moya called for an investigation
into the security and safety practices at The Landing homeless
shelter after twin infants were
discovered unresponsive there
Friday afternoon and subsequently
pronounced dead at Elmhurst
Hospital. The Landing is a temporary family homeless shelter in
East Elmhurst that serves about
170 families and is operated by
CAMBA.
“My heart breaks for the loss of
these children, a boy and a girl who
were just two-months old and had

their entire lives ahead of them,”
said Council Member Francisco
Moya. “This tragedy marks the
second and third deaths tied to The
Landing in just two months. With
shelter should come safety but residents and neighbors of The Landing have concerns and deserve
answers about what is happening
inside the facility. That’s why I’m
calling for a full investigation into
the security practices at this shelter. Additionally, I want to know
what CAMBA, which operates the
shelter, is doing to keep residents
and neighbors safe.”

Queens’Finest
Italian Restaurant

Park Side Restaurant
About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the
heart of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a
destination that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will
be sure to be back again and again for one the city’s Best
Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients
and attention to detail served by our professional staff.
Park Side is also happy to host your next function with
our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Senator Stavisky Votes to Strengthen
and Expand New Yorkers’ Voting Rights

State Senator Toby Ann
Stavisky, together with the Senate Majority Conference, passed
major legislation that will build on
the historic voting reforms passed
under the Senate Democratic Majority during the 2020 Legislative
Session. The bills passed today
will expand voting rights in New
York and empower more voters to
get to the polls.
“Voting is at the core of our
democracy and we need to encourage more participation in
our elections,” Senator Stavisky
said. “As public servants, it is our
responsibility to empower more
eligible New Yorkers to exercise
their right to vote. The legislation we advanced builds on the
historic progress we made last
year in reforming our electoral
system. Every New Yorker has a
right to have their voice hear and
their vote counted. I will continue
my efforts to empower eligible
New Yorkers to have their voices
heard.”

The additional voting reforms
passed by the Senate Democratic
Majority includes:
• Automatic Voter Registration
(AVR): This bill, S.6457B, sponsored by Deputy Majority Leader
Michael Gianaris, creates a system of automatic voter registration
(AVR) within designated agency
applications at the Departments of
Health and Motor Vehicles.
• College or University Provided
Polling Place: This bill, S.4378,
sponsored by Senator Kevin Parker, provides that election districts
shall not be drawn partly on or off
a college campus. It also requires
a polling location on the grounds
of the college or university when
there are 300 registered voters or
more on the campus.
•
Ensuring Access to Early
Voting for New York’s Population Centers: This bill, S.6754A,
sponsored by Senator Neil Breslin requires that in each county,
the municipality with the largest
population contain at least one
early voting location.
• Voter Notifications: This bill,
S.6805, sponsored by Senator
Zellnor Myrie authorizes state
and local transportation departments to provide important voting registration and Election Day
information on message signs on
highways.
• Early Voting on Long Island:
This bill, S.6922, sponsored by

Senator Anna Kaplan will require
that each town and city on Long
Island have at least one early voting polling location.
•
High Population Early Voting Polls: This bill, S.6923A,
sponsored by Senator Monica
Martinez will require New York’s
largest cities and towns to have at
least one early voting polling site
per 50 thousand registered voters.
• Accessible Early Voting: This
bill, S.6925, Sponsored by Senator
Alessandra Biaggi will require all
medium-sized towns and cities
to have at least one early voting
polling location.
• Mobile Early Voting Locations:
This bill, S.6926A, sponsored by
Senator Rachel May will increase
opportunities for early voting by
providing counties, at local option, with the authority to allow
early voting at portable polling
locations.
•
Exempting Schools From
Early Voting Locations: This
bill, S.6930 sponsored by Senator
Liz Krueger will exempt school
buildings from being used as early
polling sites.
“I am proud to stand with my
colleagues in the Senate Democratic Majority as we kick off the
2020 Legislative Session with major voting reforms and reaffirming
our commitment to advancing
New Yorkers’ rights,” concluded
Senator Stavisky.

Do Good, Feel Great! Volunteer Fair to
Unite Queens Nonprofits With Talent
Three-Hour Meet-and-Greet in
Forest Hills on Feb. 23
Calling all volunteers AND all
nonprofits that need them!
The Church-in-the-Gardens
will host a Volunteer Fair at its
Community House in Forest
Hills on Sunday, Feb. 23, from
noon to 3 pm.
Organized by the 106-year-old
church’s World Service Committee, the event will be an exciting
recr uit ment event, enabli ng
aspiring volunteers to meet and
chat with representatives from
regional nonprofit organizations.
Via quick interviews in a low-key
atmosphere, the organizations
and the interested volunteers will
be able to explore common inter-

ests and possible partnerships.
Admission is free for all, and
agencies get display tables. There
are some door prizes, too.
The participating nonprofits
have a variety of missions, including the following: homeless
and hungry; elderly; sick and
impaired; at-risk children; environment; arts; and the general
Queens community.
“We are really excited about
this,” said World Service Committee member Hal Christensen.
“There are a great many people
in Queens—retirees, students,
families—who would love to
donate their time and skills to a
great cause. This event will be
the perfect way for them to learn
about opportunities right here

in Queens and about serviceminded organizations that would
love to have their help.”
Located at 15 Borage Place
in Forest Hills, The Church-inthe-Gardens Community House
is walking distance from the
71st-Continental subway station
for the E, F, and R lines and the
Long Island Rail Road’s Forest
Hills stop. The host venue will
provide temporary permits for
on-street parking to those who
drive.
For more information and
to donate items for door prizes,
send an email to CITGVolFair@
gmail.com with “Volunteer Fair”
in the subject. Interested nonprofits are asked to complete a
form at http://bit.ly/39HCEIwz.

NY State to Make it Easier for Low-Income
Community College Students to Get SNAP
(Formerly Called Food Stamp) Benefits
New York State Governor
Andrew Cuomo just announced
his intention to direct the state
government to make it easier for
low-income community college
students who are taking career and
technical education classes to obtain federally-funded Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) benefits, formerly known
as food stamp benefits.
There are more than 200,000
community college students en-

rolled statewide and many come
from very low-income families
and struggle against hunger. A
survey by Temple University’s
Hope Center for College, Community and Justice found that
nearly half of community college
students nationwide had trouble
obtaining sufficient food in the 30
days prior to the survey.
In response, Joel Berg, CEO
of Hunger Free America said:
“This new policy is a big victory

in our multi-year campaign to
ensure that college students get
the nutrition they need to survive and thrive in school. After
all, to be well-read, you must be
well-fed. Not only will this effort
reduce student hunger, it will
bring extra federal dollars into the
state, bolstering jobs in the local
food industry. Governor Andrew
Cuomo deserves great praise for
this compassionate, commonsense policy.”
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Council Member Peter Koo
Announces Resolution in Support of
Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2019
(Continued from page 3)
citizenship to adoptees under the
age of 18 who were born outside
the U.S. and adopted by U.S.
citizens, as long as their adoptions are considered final in the
countries of their birth; and
Whereas, The Child Citizenship Act excluded three categories of adopted children from
automatic citizenship: (1) adopted
children who were 18 years of
age, or older, at the time of the
Act’s passage; (2) children adopted after the Act’s passage,
whose adoptions were not finalized in the countries of their
birth and thus did not enter the
U.S. on specific visas; and (3)
children who entered the U.S. on
non-immigrant or humanitarian
visas; and
Whereas, It is the responsibility of adopted parents to ensure
that adoptions are finalized within the U.S. and citizenship separately sought for those adopted
children who entered the U.S.
under visa categories ineligible
for automatic citizenship; and
Whereas, Information related
to the immigration of adoptees
is unevenly distributed by adoption agencies, often resulting in
adoptive parents being unaware
of the implications of failing to
finalizing adoptions in the U.S.
and filing for the naturalization
of their adoptive children; and
Whereas, In other instances,
adoptive parents neglect to complete adoption or naturalization
filings, resulting in the deprivation of citizenship; and
Whereas, The cost of filing for
naturalization can be prohibitive
in addition to the high cost of
intercountry adoptions; and
Whereas, A bipartisan effort
to close the adoptee-citizenship
loophole has been ongoing, the
most recent iteration of which
is the Adoptee Citizenship Act
of 2019 (H.R. 2731 / S. 1554),
sponsored by U.S. Representative
Smith (D-WA) and U.S. Senator
Blunt (R-MO); and
Whereas, The Adoptee Citizenship Act of 2019 would grant
automatic citizenship to any
adoptee of a U.S. citizen parent
upon entry to the U.S., subject
to a criminal background check,
and waive all grounds of inadmissibility outlined in section 212(a)
of the Immigration and National-

ity Act; and
Whereas, Federal data does
not track the naturalizations of
intercountry adoptees, however
U.S. Department of State data
shows that at least 27 percent
of all intercountry adoptions
between 1999 and 2016 were of
children entering the U.S. under
visa categories ineligible for automatic citizenship; and
Whereas, Adoptees at risk of
U.S. citizenship deprivation were
born in Argentina, Brazil, Cambodia, China, Colombia, Costa
Rica, Dominican Republic, El
Salvador, Germany, Great Britain, Guatemala, Haiti, India, Iran,
Ireland, Japan, Mexico, Panama,
the Philippines, Russia, Samoa,
South Korea, St. Kitts, Thailand,
the Ukraine, and Vietnam; and
Whereas, National advocacy
organization, the Adoptee Rights
Campaign (‘ARC’) estimates that
between 25,000 and 49,000 children adopted between 1945 and
1998 reached adulthood without
naturalizing; and
Whereas, ARC estimates that
an additional 7,321 to 14,643
children, could enter adulthood
without guaranteed U.S. citizenship; and
Whereas, These estimates do
not account for children who entered the U.S. on non-immigrant
or humanitarian visas and could
therefore be much higher; and
Whereas, The state of New
York has the second highest population of intercountry adopted
children in the nation, and could
see more than 4,000 adopted residents deprived of the protections
granted by U.S. citizenship; and
Whereas, Without U.S. citizenship, these adoptees are not protected from deportation, which
has occurred in a least 12 cases
according to ARC; and
Whereas, The well-documented rise in immigration enforcement could lead to additional
deportations of adoptees if the
current statute is not amended;
now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council
of the City of New York calls on
the United States Congress to
pass, and the President to sign,
the Adoptee Citizenship Act of
2019 (H.R. 2731 / S. 1554), in
order to secure U.S. citizenship of
internationally adopted children
who are now adults or aging into
adulthood.

Congressman Tom Suozzi (DLong Island, Queens) and Congressman Peter King (R-Seaford),
issued the following statement on
the death of Moustafa Kassem of
Bethpage, NY:
“We are extremely saddened
by the tragic death of Moustafa
Kassem, a resident of Bethpage
who had been wrongfully held in
Egyptian prison for the last six
years. Moustafa was a father of
two and small business owner,
who despite our repeated attempts
to secure his release through letters and communications with

the Department of State and
Egyptian government, remained
imprisoned.
During his imprisonment,
Moustafa, who had several serious illnesses, faced dire conditions and limited access to proper
medical care. Moustafa’s family,
United States government officials and lawmakers urged the
Government of Egypt to return
him to the United States, to no
avail.
Our thoughts and prayers are
now with Moustafa’s family and
his loved ones.”

Suozzi, King Statement on the
Passing of Moustafa Kassem
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 1/16/20 - 1/22/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Complete all your work before
you leave. It might be best not
to spend your money on luxuries
this week. You will be uncertain
of your feelings. Your lucky
numbers are 1,9,3.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Make changes to your home that
will be pleasing to everyone
involved. Be careful not to exaggerate when interacting with
your business associates. Your
lucky numbers are 2,9,6.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Try to communicate with fellow
workers. You may have arguments with someone you love.
Get involved in worthwhile endeavors and meet new friends.
Your lucky numbers are 9,2,5.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Older family members may try to
make demands that are impossible for you to handle. Emotional
upset at work will set you back.
Your lucky numbers are 7,3,2.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Do your chores and listen to others. You can expand your circle
of friends if you get out and
socialize. Career changes don’t
look promising now. Your lucky
numbers are 3,9,6.
CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
You r tendency to d ramatize
may be a little much for your
partner to take constantly. Make
arrangements to spend quality
time together. lucky numbers
are 8,3,9.
LEO
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
Do things for your boss but don’t
allow them to make unreasonable requests. Don’t let coworkers get wind of your ideas or they
might try to take the credit. Your
lucky numbers are 5,3,9.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Someone may be taking advantage of your best interests. Plan to
spend time with relatives. Check
into your financial investments.
Your lucky numbers are 4,9,8.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Don’t let emotional upset force
you into the poorhouse. Your self
confidence will attract members
of the opposite sex. Your lucky
numbers are 2,9,7.
CAPRICORN
(Dec 22 - Jan. 20)
You can make financial gains
through your unique and creat ive approach to busi ness.
Socializing will bring you in
contact with intelligent new
friends. Your lucky numbers
are 7,3,9.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You may have difficulties with
someone who lives with you.
Attend to things that you should
have done yesterday. Your lucky
numbers are 5,3,8.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You may find yourself mixed
up in a triangle of sorts. Talk to
others about your plans. Your
investments will be down this
week, don’t panic. Be patient
with older relatives. Your lucky
numbers are 1,9,5.

Did You
Know?
● To leave a party without telling anyone is called in English,
a “French Exit”. In French, it’s
called a “partir à l’anglaise”, to
leave like the English.
● If you cut down a cactus in
Arizona, you be penalized up to 25
years in jail. It is similar to cutting
down a protected tree species.
●
The Buddha commonly
depicted in statues and pictures
is a different person entirely.
The real Buddha was actually
incredibly skinny because of selfdeprivation.
● In Colorado, USA, there is still
an active volcano. It last erupted
about the same time as the pyramids were being built in Egypt.
● The first movie ever to put
out a motion-picture soundtrack
was Snow White and the Seven
Dwarves.
●
If you point your car keys
to your head, it increases the remote’s signal range.(This works
by using your brain to act as a
radio transmitter.)
● In order to protect themselves
from poachers, African Elephants
have been evolving without tusks,
which unfortunately also hurts
their species.
● The scientific name for Giant
Anteater is Myrmecophaga Tridactyla. This means “ant eating
with three fingers”.
●
Originally, cigarette filters
were made out of cork, the look
of which was incorporated into
today’s pattern.
●
The world’s largest grand
piano was built by a 15-year-old
in New Zealand

Currency
Dough
Estate
Finances
Fortune
Gold
Holdings
Income

Loot
Luxury
Mazuma
Means
Millions
Mint
Moneybags
Moola

“Crossword Puzzle”

Nabob
Opulence
Plenty
Purse
Silver
Stocks
Treasure
Wealth

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Try & Find”

“Sudoku”

Affluent
Assets
Bonds
Bread
Bundle
Cabbage
Capital
Cash

SUDOKU

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

TRY AND FIND
LAP OF LUXURY
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ACROSS
1. Pathfinder
6. Assists
11. Purple shade
12. Emissaries
15. Middle
16. Egregious
17. Possessed
18. Deciduous horns
20. Letter after sigma
21. Colored part of an eye
23. Pigs
24. Lacking intellectual acuity
25. Docile
26. Pout
27. Carry
28. Countercurrent
29. Hotel
30. Artist’s workstand
31. Parties (slang)
34. Kiss lightly
36. Terminate
37. Footnote note
41. Trim
42. Mining finds
43. Therefore
44. Breeze
45. Journey
46. Peel
47. American Dental Association
48. A type of chapel
51. Band booking
52. Providing (food or tales)
54. Ventilate
56. Soon
57. Coast
58. Chain of hills
59. Church officer

www.queenstimes.com

DOWN
1. Besmirched
2. Sugar-coated
3. Not in
4. Eye layer
5. Small slender gull
6. Accuse
7. Tolerates
8. Hens make them
9. Black gunk
10. Ordinance
13. Hard glossy coating
14. Counterfoil
15. Ring
16. Struggling
19. G-string
22. Heavenward
24. File
26. Furry mammal
27. Children’s game
30. Concludes
32. Frozen water
33. Bumbling
34. Arachnid
35. Coach
38. Army unit
39. Lighter
40. Avoid
42. A citrus fruit
44. Merchandise
45. An object
48. Lummox
49. Anger
50. Scream
53. Anagram of “Ail”
55. Disencumber

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy
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APEC GRAND OPENING DRAWS HUGE CROWDS
Helped by warm temperatures,
sunny skies and fun activities,
hundreds of people showed up at
the Alley Pond Environmental
Center’s (APEC) grand opening
celebrating its new temporary
headquarters.
The center recently moved to
224-75 76th Avenue in Oakland
Gardens where it will stay for two
years while its building on Northern Boulevard is renovated and
expanded.
“The fact that so many people
attended the event shows how loved
APEC is,” said Council Member
Barry S. Grodenchik. “With this
wonderful new space, APEC’s
programs and classes can continue
uninterrupted while the old building gets an upgrade.”
About 400 people showed up at
the grand opening, where they enjoyed fruit smoothies and vegetarian Bengali cuisine, interacted with
animals, and enjoyed an array of
activities, such as a play dough station and an aromatherapy spritzer
class. When Council Member Grodenchik, other elected officials, and
APEC executives cut the ribbon
at the grand opening, the crowd
cheered enthusiastically.

“The grand opening was a
smashing success,” said Irene
Irene V. Scheid, APEC Executive
Director. “I was astounded by the
enormous number of people who
attended.” Ms. Scheid said she was
especially delighted when a woman
made it her mission to bring her
wheelchair-bound mother to the
event. The mother had not been
outside since August.
Other attendees included
Council Member Paul A. Vallone,
Assembly Member Edward C.

Braunstein, Queens District Attorney Melinda R. Katz, Acting
Queens Borough President Sharon
Lee, and Queens Parks Commissioner Michael H. Dockett.
APEC is a nonprofit environmental
education organization, dedicated
to educating children and adults
in the New York metropolitan
area, protecting and preserving
Alley Pond Park, open spaces and
waterbodies, and advocating for
sustainable environmental policies
and practices.

Council Member Adrienne Adams Hosts
Hair Donation Event
Council Member Adrienne
Adams was proud to host Butter f lies By Blaq in Cou ncil
District 28 for a hair donation
event where local young people
donated their locks and received
free haircuts and styling from
Aracelis Unisex hair salon.
Each young person donated
their locks to the local non-profit
organization Butterflies By Blaq
which provides high quality wigs
to children with medical conditions. Butterflies By Blaq was
formed in 2012 by Erna Blackman to assist children coping
with hair loss. Erna is a former
volunteer at the American Cancer Society as a wig stylist and
wanted to expand on their work.
The stars of the event were
Saaya Kanhoye who donated 14
inches of her hair and her brave
9 year old sister, Shaila Kanhoye,
who donated 35 inches of her
locks. Donating hair is one of the
easiest ways to give back to those
in need and can end up having a
huge impact on a person’s life.
“I am humbled and pleased to
hold this hair donation event supporting the work of Butterflies
By Blaq providing critical help
to young people and inspiring
hope within our communities,”
said Council Member Adrienne
Adams. “This cause is both
meaningful and relevant to so
many lives. The impact of this
contribution will reach many
young cancer patients and help
them to bravely face the next part
of their journey.”
“Hair donors like Shaila
and Saaya are important to us
because longer hair donations
are the building blocks of wig
creation,” said Erna Blackman,
Co-Founder of Butterf lies By
Blaq. “Most of the girls that
request our services now want

longer hair. Although we accept
and are grateful for 10 inches,
the desired lengths are 12 inches
or more. Shaila and Saaya surpassed that which will make it
easier for our partners to create
the wigs upon receipt of the hair.
We love it when we meet young
people who feel the need to give
back. People helping people
makes the world a better place.”
“What a moment in time to
have witnessed a 35 inch hair
donation,” said Sherry Algredo,
Community Board 9 Queens.
“It’s these humble acts of generosity that really matters. May

God bless those who donate so
selflessly. The end result is nothing but joy.”
Council Member Adrienne
Adams represents City Council’s
28th District, which includes
the Queens neighborhoods of
Jamaica, Richmond Hill, Rochdale Village and South Ozone
Park. She serves as Chair of the
Subcommittee on Landmarks,
Public Siting and Dispositions
and sits on the Civil Service and
Labor; Finance; Land Use; Parks
and Recreation; Public Safety
and Rules, Privileges and Elections Committees.
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Meng Holds Emergency Supply Drive
For Puerto Rico Following
Devastating Earthquakes

Congresswoman Grace Meng
( D - Q ueens) a n nou nced t he
launching of an emergency supply drive to help the people of
Puerto Rico recover from the
earthquakes that have struck the
island.
The Congresswoman is collecting basic necessities to send
to Puerto Rico such as water,

first aid kits, f lashlights, nonperishable foods, batteries, baby
formula, diapers and feminine
hygiene products.
Supplies can be dropped off
from January 15th to February 5th
at 40-13 159th Street, Suite C, in
Flushing, Queens. Hours for drop
off are Monday-Friday from 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
“Our brothers and sisters in
Puerto Rico have been devastated
by the earthquakes that have hit
the island, and my heart aches for
all who have been impacted,” said
Meng. “Even more heartbreaking
is that these earthquakes have
struck as many residents continue
to recover from Hurricane Maria.
We must not sit by and allow our
fellow Americans to suffer. We
must assist them in their time of
need. I’m proud to help do that and
I stand with the people of Puerto
Rico at this difficult time.”

Woodhaven Neir’s Tavern Saved
This past October,
Ne i r’s Tave r n i n
Woodside, Queens
celebrated its 190th
anniversary. But last
week, the Woodhaven
Cultural & Historical Society reported
on Twitter that the
beloved and historic
establishment would
close its doors for
good on Sunday. Originally opened in 1829 as a saloon called the “Old
Blue Pump House,” Neir’s considers itself NYC’s oldest bar. When the
tavern was in danger of closing in 2009, a local FDNY member and a
group of friends bought and restored it, but in December of 2018, the
building was sold unbeknownst to them. According to a Facebook post
by Neir’s, they were unable to negotiate a new “affordable long-term
lease” with the new owners. But when Mayor de Blasio heard the news,
he and the city stepped in and saved the bar from closing.
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NYCT President Byford Visits Mott Avenue

The MTA New York City Transit President Andy Byford and
Group Station Manager Michael
Chiaramonte spoke to commuters with Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato at the Far Rockaway A-Train station.
On December 19th at the
Mott Avenue A-Train Terminal
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer

Amato (D- Far Rockaway), MTA
New York City Transit President
Andy Byford, and Group Station
Manager Michael Chiaramonte
met with commuters during their
morning rush hour commute.
Pheffer Amato had requested that
President Byford
“I was very happy that President Byford accepted my invitation to come to this station and

meet with everyday commuters
who face some of the longest
commutes in the nation,” Pheffer Amato said. “It is very important that our community is
heard, so that our concerns can
be addressed. President Byford
listened diligently, and I hope he
will take the feedback he received
back to 2 Broadway to help improve the A-train.”
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NewYork-Presbyterian Queens
Cardiac Catheterization Anniversary

The Cardiology team at New
York-Presbyterian Queens recently marked the 25th anniversary of
the arrival of the cardiac catheterization program at the hospital.
The original “cardiac cath” team
reunited and joined NewYorkPresbyterian Queens leadership
to commemorate the occasion.
Pictured, from left to right:

Rozic Attends Queens Bus Redesign

Rozic Attends Queens Bus Redesign Briefing in Albany
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic
(D,WF-Fresh Meadows) joined
the Queens Delegation for a briefing led by New York City Transit
(“NYCT”) President Andy Byford
on the Queens Bus Redesign.
Members provided feedback on
the initial Draft Plan that was
released following an analysis of
the existing bus network in their
Existing Conditions report.
Rozic — who represents a
district that does not have a single
subway or train station — emphasized the importance of improving
intra-borough connectivity and
advised against drastic cuts to

express bus service. Feedback
on the current draft plan can be
provided to Rozic’s office as she

continues working with the MTA
and NYCT to deliver a final plan
that meets Queens’ transit needs.

Visit Our Website : www.queenstimes.com

WE’RE HIRING!

Dolores Venditti, RN, Lorraine Monaghan, RN, Gregory
Gustafson, MD, current cardiac
catheterization program director,
Marie Claude Boileau, RN, Edward Deptulski (radiology technician), Joseph Cooke, MD, chief,
medicine, NewYork-Presbyterian
Queens, Amir Jaffer, MD, chief
medical officer.

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic
(D,WF-Fresh Meadows) attended
MTA New York City Transit’s
(NYCT) elected officials briefing
on the Queens Bus Redesign. The
briefing was led by NYCT President Andy Byford and covered the

recently released draft plan that
proposes new local and express
bus routes across the borough.
Throughout January and February, NYCT will be hosting a series
of workshops with community
boards and civic associations to
solicit feedback that will be incorporated into the future final plan.
Rozic represents a district that
does not contain a single subway
or train station making the goal
of the Queens Bus Redesign to
improve connectivity and reliability much more critical. She is
actively encouraging transit riders
to review the draft plan and submit
feedback by visiting https://new.
mta.info/queensbusredesign or
reaching out to her office with any
questions or ideas.

It’s a New Record!
NYC Parks Collected Nearly
50,000 Trees Citywide During
Mulchfest 2020

Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com

Parks to recycle a record 48,230
trees during Mulchfest 2020—
previous record was 30,226 trees
in 2014
NYC Parks declares Mulchfest
2020 a success with 48,230 trees
collected for recycling during this
year’s event, setting a new Parks
record. Mulchfest, part of the
New York City’s holiday tradition,
encourages New Yorkers to make
greening a family activity—turning holiday trees into mulch that
can be used for gardening and to

increase soil fertility.
“It gives me great pleasure to
announce that our city’s residents
have gone above and beyond as
urban stewards this year, setting a
new recycling record at Mulchfest
2020,” said NYC Parks Commissioner Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP. “I
would like to thank our partners
at the Department of Sanitation,
as well as every single individual
who participated in this event, for
doing their part to make our city
(Continued on page 9)
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(Jan. 16 to Jan. 22)
Many upcoming events have
MLK Day, Lunar New Year, and
“2001: A Space Odyssey” themes.
They include plays, marches,
motivational speeches, art, film
specials, and even autograph
sessions. Outside of these three
subjects, there’s time for jazz,
herbal elixirs, and open studios.
● Jan. 17, Influencing the Odyssey, Feb. 2. This program accompanies an exhibition on Stanley
Kubrick’s film “2001: A Space
Odyssey.” Here’s the schedule:
“The Earrings of Madame De...,”
Jan. 17, 7:30 pm; “Documentary
and Avant-Garde,” Jan. 18, 3:30
pm, and Jan. 19, 7 pm; “How the
West Was Won,” Jan. 18, 6 pm,
and Jan. 19, 1 pm; “The Earrings
of Madame De...,” Jan. 19, 4:30
pm; “The Day the Earth Stood
Still,” Jan. 25, 3:30 pm; “Forbidden Planet,” Jan. 26, 2 pm; “Wild
Strawberries,” Jan. 26, 4 pm;
“The Virgin Spring,” Jan. 26,
6 pm; “Metropolis,” Jan. 31, 7
pm; “Forbidden Planet,” Feb. 1,
3 pm; “The Day the Earth Stood
Still,” Feb. 1, 5 pm; “Ikarie XB1,” Feb. 1, 7 pm, and Feb. 2, 7
pm; and “Metropolis,” Feb. 2, 4
pm. Museum of the Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s
Kaufman Arts District, http://bit.
ly/386pl2T.
● Jan. 17, Lunar New Year Exhibition Opening, 6 pm. Entitled
“A Good Beginning, Here,” this
cross-cultural display illuminates
eight artists who trace their roots
to China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan. Their works embody unique
life stories and ideas rooted in
the East and evolved in the West.
Show runs until Feb. 16. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern
Blvd., http://bit.ly/2QSDBGN.
● Jan. 17, Autograph Sessions
with Keir Dullea and Dan Richter,
Jan. 18. As part of a multi-faceted
celebration of “2001: A Space
Odyssey,” two of the film’s stars,
Keir Dullea (David Bowman)
and Dan Richter (Moonwatcher),
sell merchandise and sign autographs on Jan. 17, 4:30 pm to
6:30 pm, and Jan. 18, 11 a.m. to 3
pm. Museum of the Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s

Kaufman Arts District, http://bit.
ly/36SGCfM.
● Jan. 18, Hot Club: Jazz Listening Session, 12:30 pm. Starting
in the 1930s, Hot Clubs were
basically book clubs for jazz fans
who would play records for each
other. Today, the Neo Hot Club
movement is about listening to
classic and rare jazz in the original 78RPM format, which offers
the best sound possible. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern
Blvd., http://bit.ly/2TkGmCj.
● Jan. 18, Breathing & Drinking Teas, 2 pm. Learn how to
make herbal remedies during this
workshop, entitled “Breathing &
Drinking Teas.” Participants create tea and herbal facials and use
dried herbs to soothe and clear
their throats, noses, and sinuses.
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50
Main St., Flushing, http://bit.
ly/2t2BMOl.
● Jan. 18, Lunar New Year Tradition: Puppet Making & Dragon
Walk, 2 pm. Puppetry in Practice artist and author/illustrator
Angelo DeCesare celebrates The
Year of the Rat by leading this
workshop that includes a Dragon
Walk with PiP puppeteer and
storyteller Luciano Cohen. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 Northern
Blvd., http://bit.ly/2Tge5wF.
● Jan. 18, His Dream: A Look
at the Life of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., 11 am and 1 pm. Celebrate MLK Day with “King of
the Wilderness,” which follows
the Civil Rights leader during
the last years of his life, at 11
am; and “Selma,” which depicts
his famous march for freedom,
at 1 pm. Queens Library, 191-05
Linden Blvd., St. Albans, http://
bit.ly/35RxlD4.
● Jan. 18, Youth Empowerment
Day: Black to the Future, 2 pm.
An afternoon of motivational
speeches and giveaways featuring
Mark Lamont Hill, a political contributor to CNN who hosts BET
News. Black Spectrum Theatre,
177th Street and Baisley Boulevard, Roy Wilkins Park, http://
bit.ly/2QOIT5M.
●
Jan. 19, Get Out, 2 pm. A
free screening of the 2017 award-

winning, Jordan Peele thriller
“Get Out.” Lewis Latimer House
Museum, 34-41 137th St., Flushing, http://bit.ly/2uL3pvK.
● Jan. 19, Winter Open Studios,
1 pm. Resident artists and collectives open their studios to the
public until 4 pm with a curator
tour at 2 pm. Participants include
Jeannine Han/Daniel Riley, Woomin Kim, Xin Liu, Iman Raad,
Jennifer May Reiland, Lachell
Workman, The Room of Spirit
and Time, and Social Practice
Queens. Queens Museum, NYC
Building, Flushing Meadows Corona Park, http://bit.ly/2Tjs5Wr.
●
Jan. 20, The Day Harlem
Saved Dr. King, 11 am. Brunch
and a play about the time Martin
Luther King Jr. was stabbed while
in Harlem. The Greater Allen
AME Cathedral of New York,
110-31 Merrick Blvd., Jamaica.
●
Jan. 20, MLK Day of Service, 10 am to 1 pm. Commonpoint Queens organizes volunteer
events in Forest Hills (serve lunch
to seniors, plant bulbs, make food
packages, donate blood, children
projects), Little Neck (home visits, projects with children with
disabilities), and Whitestone
(paint a mural, serve lunch to
seniors). For more info, contact
Judy Vladimir at 718.225.6750,
ext. 345, or jvladimir@commonpointqueens.org, http://bit.
ly/382gFKD.
● Last Chance
● The 8th, until Jan. 18. In this
Irish drama, Saoirse and Tomas
return home one year after their
father’s death for the anniversary
Mass. There’s tension inside the
house as the family argues over
the suspicious way he died. Outside, a divided country prepares to
vote on whether to legalize abortion. Tuesday through Sunday
at 8 pm every night with 2 pm
matinees on Sunday and Saturday.
The Secret Theatre, 44-02 23rd
St., LIC, http://bit.ly/2ZJBOXf.
The “It’s In Queens” column
is produced by the Queens Tourism Council with the hope that
readers will enjoy the borough’s
wonderful attractions. More info
at www.itsinqueens.com.

The Oratorio Society of Queens Welcomes Singers to
Become Members of our Community Chorus and
Experience the JOY of Choral Singing.
Find out more about the Oratorio
Society of Queens
Sing with OSQ! On January 13,
The Oratorio Society of Queens
(OSQ), under the artistic direction
of Maestro David Close begins
preparing for its Annual Spring
Concert. Join us onstage and experience the thrill of performing
before a packed audience and accepting a standing ovation.
Auditions are at 7:00 pm on Mondays, January 13 and January 20.
Reservations are required. If you
pass the audition, you go directly

to rehearsal. OSQ rehearses every
Monday from 7:30 pm until 10:00
pm in the lower level of Temple
Beth Sholom at 172nd Street and
Northern Blvd. in Flushing.
OSQ is a community-based
group of approximately 110 men
and women, young and old, of
varied backgrounds and differing
levels of singing ability - from
sight-readers to those who learn
by ear. Singing with the chorus is
an excellent opportunity to create
beautiful music with others and
meet a wide range of people.
The Oratorio Society of Queens

also sponsors a Student Choral
Program that offers talented high
school and college students a
scholarship to sing and perform
with OSQ.
OSQ’s Annual Spring Concert
is scheduled for Sunday, May 17,
2020. OSQ will sing
“Trial by Jury”, Gilbert & Sullivans’s comic opera and Randall
Thompsons’s enthralling choral
work “Testament of Freedom”.
For additional information on
rehearsals and concerts, call 718279-3006 or visit www.queensoratorio.org

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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Senator Liu Votes to Strengthen And Expand New Yorkers’
Voting Rights
Senator Liu, together with
the Senate Majority Conference,
passed major legislation that
will build on the historic voting
reforms passed under the Senate
Democratic Majority during the
2019 Legislative Session. The bills
passed today will expand voting
rights in New York and empower
more voters to get to the polls.
“Voting is everyone’s civic
duty, and today we expand upon
the progress we made last year in
making voting easier and more
accessible for New Yorkers. These
common sense reforms will allow
voters to readily exercise this fundamental freedom and participate
in our democracy,” Senator Liu
said. “As public servants, it is our
responsibility to empower more
eligible New Yorkers to exercise
their right to vote. The legislation we advanced builds on the
historic progress we made last
year in reforming our electoral
system. I will continue my efforts
to empower eligible New Yorkers
to have their voices heard,” Senator Liu added.
The additional voting reforms
passed by the Senate Democratic
Majority includes:
· Automatic Voter Registration
(AVR): This bill, S.6457B, sponsored by Deputy Majority Leader

Michael Gianaris, creates a system of automatic voter registration
(AVR) within designated agency
applications at the Departments of
Health and Motor Vehicles.
· College or University Provided
Polling Place: This bill, S.4378,
sponsored by Senator Kevin Parker, provides that election districts
shall not be drawn partly on or off
a college campus. It also requires
a polling location on the grounds
of the college or university when
there are 300 registered voters or
more on the campus.
·
Ensuring Access to Early
Voting for New York’s Population Centers: This bill, S.6754A,
sponsored by Senator Neil Breslin requires that in each county,
the municipality with the largest
population contain at least one
early voting location.
· Voter Notifications: This bill,
S.6805, sponsored by Senator
Zellnor Myrie authorizes state
and local transportation departments to provide important voting registration and Election Day
information on message signs on
highways.
· Early Voting on Long Island:
This bill, S.6922, sponsored by
Senator Anna Kaplan will require
that each town and city on Long
Island have at least one early vot-

ing polling location.
· High Population Early Voting
Polls: This bill, S.6923A, sponsored by Senator Monica Martinez
will require New York’s largest
cities and towns to have at least
one early voting polling site per 50
thousand registered voters.
· Accessible Early Voting: This
bill, S.6925, Sponsored by Senator
Alessandra Biaggi will require all
medium-sized towns and cities
to have at least one early voting
polling location.
· Mobile Early Voting Locations:
This bill, S.6926A, sponsored by
Senator Rachel May will increase
opportunities for early voting by
providing counties, at local option, with the authority to allow
early voting at portable polling
locations.
·
Exempting Schools From
Early Voting Locations: This
bill, S.6930 sponsored by Senator
Liz Krueger will exempt school
buildings from being used as early
polling sites.
“I am proud to join my colleagues in the Senate Democratic
Majority as we kick off the 2020
Legislative Session with major
voting reforms and reaffirming
our commitment to advancing
New Yorkers’ rights,” concluded
Senator Liu.

Speaker Corey Johnson And Mayor Bill De Blasio
Announce Over 100,000 New Yorkers Enrolled In Fair Fares
Fair Fares meets milestone
ahead of open enrollment beginning on January 27th
New York City Council Speaker
Corey Johnson and Mayor Bill
de Blasio announced today that
over 100,000 New Yorkers have
enrolled in the City’s Fair Fares
initiative, marking a major milestone since the initiative’s inception. This milestone is met during
the first phase of Fair Fares, representing more than 50% of the
take-up rate after targeting more
than 180,000 New Yorkers.
“This 100,000 landmark
enrollment news shows we are
heading in the right direction and
closer to assisting all low-income
New Yorkers in need. We could
not have made it here without
the partnership with advocates
like Community Service Society
and Riders Alliance, and I thank
them for all their efforts. Together,
we look forward to building on
this progress as we approach the
launch of open enrollment on
January 27th so we can assist as
many New Yorkers in poverty as
possible,” said Council Speaker
Corey Johnson.
““New Yorkers shouldn’t have
to choose between a ride on the
subway or bus and putting food
on the table for their family. Over
100,000 New Yorkers have now
enrolled in the Fair Fares program,
bringing us one step closer to our
goal of being the fairest big city
in America,” said Mayor Bill de
Blasio.

“New Yorkers depend on access
to transportation to lead healthy
lives, and each of the enrollments
in this Fair Fares milestone represents a life changed for the better.
As we celebrate this achievement, we look forward to open
enrollment later this month and
the promise it holds to improve
the health and well-being of more
New Yorkers by connecting them
to jobs, services, and the broader
community,” said Deputy Mayor
for Health and Human Services
Dr. Raul Perea-Henze.
“We are incredibly proud to
have connected more than 100,000
New Yorkers with vital transportation assistance during the
first year of this unprecedented
initiative. That’s 100,000 New
Yorkers getting where they need
to go without worrying about
whether they can afford a fare—
and 100,000 lives improved for the
better. We look forward to continuing our work with the Speaker
and the City Council to address
income inequality by helping New
Yorkers pay for the cost of public
transportation,” said Department
of Social Services Commissioner
Steven Banks.
“More than 100,000 low-income
New Yorkers can now afford to
take the bus or train to work,
classes, health care and home to
their kids at night. We celebrate
this milestone as the city prepares
to open enrollment to all eligible
city residents at or below poverty,
removing a significant barrier to
upward mobility for hundreds of

thousands more. And we applaud
the leadership of Speaker Johnson, the City Council and Mayor
de Blasio for making New York
a more just and equitable city,”
said David R. Jones, President
and CEO of Community Service
Society, an anti-poverty group that
first proposed half-fare discounts
and advocated for the program
along with the Riders’ Alliance
and a broad coalition.
“Fair Fares is changing the
lives of one hundred thousand
New Yorkers! For me, it’s lifted
a weight off my shoulders. Making ends meet is tough enough as
a working mother and part-time
student. Reaching 100,000 people
enrolled in Fair Fares means that
more New Yorkers like me have
one less thing we have to worry
about every month. And as we
look forward to open enrollment,
I’m excited to see how many more
lives this program we fought for
will help,” said Clementine James,
Riders Alliance member who is
also enrolled in Fair Fares.
Last month, the City announced
the launch of a multi-million dollar
campaign to ensure eligible New
Yorkers are aware of the Fair Fares
initiative and encourage them to
enroll. The City also announced
that open enrollment of the program will begin on January 27th.
Currently, eligible New Yorkers
can opt-in by going to www.nyc.
gov/fairfares and following the
link to enroll now. They can also
visit the nearest Fair Fares NYC
location or call 311 for assistance.

QueensTimes is on facebook
Visit us at www.facebook.com/queenstimes
or visit our website www.queenstimes.com
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It’s a New Record!
NYC Parks Collected Nearly 50,000
Trees Citywide During Mulchfest 2020
(Continued from page 7)
even more sustainable. Here’s to
50,000 trees at Mulchfest 2021!”
Mulchfest 2020 ran from December 26 through January 11, at
67 total drop-off sites—with 32
being chipping sites—across the
five boroughs, including parks
and GreenThumb gardens. Part of
the reason for this year’s recordsetting success was a changed
chipping schedule—New Yorkers
were able to chip their trees on
two consecutive Saturdays instead
of over one weekend as in years
past. Favorable weather, as well
as an earlier start date for tree
drop-offs, also contributed to this
new record. Tree vendors, who

typically drop-off approximately
3,000 trees during the event, also
contributed to the record with an
increase of vendors and 9,000
trees this year.
For more than 20 years, Parks
and DSNY have collected and
mulched trees to help planting
beds and community gardens
around the city grow. Mulch
maintains the health of our trees
and plants citywide by deterring weeds, retaining moisture,
preventing compaction, adding
nutrients to the soil, and keeping
roots warm. In recent years, Parks
has mulched between 25,000 and
30,000 on average annually.
For more information, visit: nyc.
gov/parks/mulchfest .

Maloney Introduces Bill to Ensure
Breastfeeding Rights for Working Moms
Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (D-NY) today introduced the PUMP (Providing
Urgent Maternal Protections)
for Nursing Mothers Act. This
bill will close unintentional gaps
in the Break Time for Nursing
Mothers Act to ensure that millions of working mothers have the
access and protections they need
to breastfeed should they choose
to do so.
“As the first woman to give
birth while serving on the New
York City Council, I know firsthand the difficulties new mothers
face in the workplace,” said Rep.
Maloney. “Those diff iculties
should not include breastfeeding
and millions of nursing mothers are still without a clear right
to pump at work. Without these
protections, nursing mothers face
serious health consequences, including risk of painful illness and
infection, diminished milk supply,
or inability to continue breastfeeding – this is why we must pass the
PUMP for Nursing Mothers Act to
strengthen the 2010 Break Time
law by making sure more working
moms are guaranteed the right to
pump at work.”

Background
Nursing mothers are suffering
negative health consequences and
being forced to choose between
breastfeeding and earning a paycheck. The PUMP for Nursing
Mothers Act would strengthen the
2010 Break Time law by:
• Closing the coverage gap. The
bill would protect 9 million employees unintentionally excluded
from the 2010 Break Time law by
extending the law’s protections to
cover salaried employees as well
as other categories of employees
currently exempted from protections, such as teachers.
• Providing employers clarity on
when pumping time must be paid
and when it may be unpaid. The
bill leaves in place existing law
protecting many salaried workers
from having their pay docked, and
clarifies that employers must pay
an hourly employee for any time
spent pumping if the employee is
also working.
• Providing remedies for nursing
mothers. The bill would ensure
that nursing mothers have access
to remedies that are available for
other violations of the Fair Labor
Standards Act.

Landmarks Conservancy selected
Congregation Tifereth Israel in Corona
for a $10K grant
The oldest surviving synagogue
located in Queens at 109-20 54th
Avenue, Corona Height, NY was
selected for a Sacred SiteGrant by
The New York Landmarks Conservancy. The synagogue received
city landmark status in 2008.
Congregation Tifereth Israel
in Corona, founded by Ashkenazi
Jews who had moved to Queens
from the Lower East Side in 1911,
was one of 22 grants awarded
to historic religious properties
throughout New York State. The
synagogue building was mod-

eled after the narrow tenement
temples with eclectic decoration
of the tripartite front facade that
incorporates typical elements of
synagogue architecture in the
late 19th and early 20th century:
Gothic arched windows, a stained
glass window with a Star of David
motif and a central roof pediment
on corbel brackets.
The Sacred Sites Program provides congregations with matching
grants for planning and implement(Continued on page 12)
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Celebrate National Take the Stairs Day by
Registering for the American Lung Association’s
10th Annual Fight For Air Climb in New York City
A unique endurance event,
the American Lung Association’s Fight For Air
Climb New York City will
Take Place at 1290 Avenue
of the Americas for the
first time
It’s time to ditch the
elevator and take the stairs
for National Take the Stairs
Day. To start the New Year
off with healthy habits,
the American Lung Association in New York City
is challenging New York
residents to go big this year
and register for the Fight
For Air Climb on April 4,
2020 at 1290 Avenue of
the Americas in Manhattan. Registration is now
open at FightForAirClimb.
org/NYC - and use special
discount code STAIRS20
in honor of National Take
the Stairs Day, for $15 off
the registration fee.
In April, the Fight
For Air Climb will bring
friends, family and colleagues together in honor of
loved ones living with lung
diseases, such as asthma
and lung cancer, to raise
funds for clean air and lung
disease research, education
and advocacy. Hundreds of
American Lung Association supporters will scale
more than 44 floors–that’s

849 steps up the to the
top of 1290 Avenue of the
Americas.
“Far too many residents
in New York struggle to
breathe on a daily basis,
” said Carla Sterling Executive Director of the
American Lung Association in metro New York.
“The Fight For Air Climb is
not an easy event but it’s a
fulfilling one when you can
help those who are living
with a lung disease breathe
a bit easier.”
Thousands of New
Yorkers suffer from a lung
diseases, such as asthma,
COPD, Pulmonary Fibrosis, lung cancer and more,
and the Lu ng Association’s annual Fight For Air
Climb New York City has
been raising awareness for
lung education and advocacy for 10 years. Local
firefighters from all over
the metro area, including New Jersey and Connecticut will be showing
their support by climbing
the 44 floors in full firefighter gear – helmet, hood,
pants, coat, gloves, and
boots– weighing over 45
pounds. Firefighters have
an increased risk for lung
disease from the exposure
to gases, chemicals, and
smoke in the line of duty.

In honor of National
Take the Stairs Day, for one
day only use the discount
code STAIRS20 for $15
off the Fight For Air Climb
Registration of $35. For
more information or to register, contact NYCClimb@
Lung.org, (917) 210-5647,
or visit FightForAirClimb.
org/NYC.
About the American
Lung Association - The
American Lung Association is the leading organization working to save
lives by improving lung
health and preventing lung
disease, through research,
education and advocacy.
The work of the American Lung Association is
focused on four strategic
imperatives: to defeat lung
cancer; to improve the air
we breathe; to reduce the
burden of lung disease
on individuals and their
families; and to eliminate
tobacco use and tobacco-related diseases. For
more information about the
American Lung Association, a holder of the coveted
4-star rating from Charity
Navigator and a Gold-Level
GuideStar Member, or to
support the work it does,
call 1-800-LUNGUSA (1800-586- 4872) or visit:
Lung.org.

Queens Chamber of Commerce Applauds
Governor Andrew Cuomo For Outlining Bold
Proposals to Help Small Businesses in
The State of the State

The Queens Chamber of
Commerce has issued the
following statement from
President and CEO Thomas
J. Grech, applauding the
commitment to help small
businesses made by Governor Andrew Cuomo in his
annual State of the State
address.
“Small businesses are the
lifeblood of Queens County
and communities across
our state, creating jobs and
economic opportunity for
New Yorkers. New York
cannot continue to be a
progressive leader without a
vibrant small business community. No one understands
that better than Governor

Andrew Cuomo.”
“As the oldest and largest business association in
Queens representing over
1,100 businesses, the vast
majority of which have 10
or fewer employees, we
support cutting the tax rate
on small businesses, as
outlined by the Governor in
his address yesterday. This
will help small businesses,
many of which are struggling to make ends meet,
grow and better serve their
employees and their communities. We look forward
to working with Governor
Cuomo and the legislature
in the coming legislative
session to support our small

business community and
making sure we have a full
set of tools to attract, retain
and grow small business in
Queens and New York State
overall.”
About the Queens Chamber of Commerce - The
Queens Chamber of Commerce is the oldest and
largest business association
in Queens, representing
more than 1,100 businesses
and more than 100,000
Queens-based employees.
Its mission is to foster connections, educate for success, develop/implement
programs and advocate for
members’ interests. www.
queenschamber.org.

Mineola March Against Anti Semitism
More than 2,500 Long
Island residents marched
against anti-Semitism on
Sunday in Mineola.
Nassau County Executive Laura Curran said. “We
organized this march to
send a clear message in one
voice: Long Islanders of
all faiths and backgrounds
stand united with our Jewish community and against
anti-Semitism. We are all
together as human beings
to say, there is no room for
hate here on our beautiful
island.”

Curran was one of more
than 150 elected officials,
interfaith leaders and community activists present at
the march. Along with Curran, Suffolk County Executive Steve Bellone helped
organize the event. Democrats and Republicans stood
side by side and just about
every ethnicity and religion came out in support.
Prominent officials such as
U.S. Reps. Tom Suozzi (DGlen Cove), Kathleen Rice
(D-Garden City) and Peter
King (R-Seaford) marched

along with everyone.
At the march, New York
State Attor ney General
Leticia James said “It was
Jewish storekeepers who
allowed black people not
to go to the back door, but
through the front door, and
it was the blood of Jewish
people that died for my
freedom and your freedom,”
James said. “We stand together in love and recognizing that hate will not be
tolerated in Long Island or
(Continued on page 12)
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SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF QUEENS
Index No. 711248/2019
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE
SERVICING,
Plaintiff,
-againstFR ANKLIN J. TORRES
A/K/A FRANKLIN TORRES;
A GROUP OF FOUR NY,
L LC; D E PA R T M E N T O F
HOUSING PRESERVATION &
DEVELOPMENT; NEW YORK
STATE DEPARTMENT OF
TAXATION AND FINANCE;
AMERICAN EXPRESS
CENTURION BANK; ZOILA
QUITO; CRIMINAL COURT
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK;
NEW YORK CITY PARKING
VIOLATIONS BUREAU; NEW
YORK CITY ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROL BOARD; STATE OF
NEW YORK; NEW YORK CITY
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE;
“JOHN DOE #1” through “JOHN
DOE #10” inclusive the names
of the ten last name Defendants
being fictitious, real names
unknown to the Plaintiff, the
parties intended being persons
or corporations having an
interest in, or tenants or persons
in possession of, portions of the
mortgaged premises described
in the Complaint,
Plaintiff designates QUEENS
County as place of trial
Venue is based upon County
in which premises are being
situate
SUMMONS WITH NOTICE
ACTION TO FORECLOSE A
MORTGAGE AS MODIFIED
Defendants.
TO THE A BOVE NAMED
DEFENDANTS:
YO U A R E H E R E B Y
SUMMONED to answer the
Complaint in this action and to
serve a copy of your Answer or,
if the Complaint is not served
with this Summons, to serve a
Notice of Appearance upon the
Plaintiff’s attorney within twenty
(20) days after the service of
this Summons, exclusive of the
date of service or within thirty
(30) days after the service is
complete if this Summons is
not personally delivered to you
within the State of New York. If
you fail to so appear or answer,
judgment will be taken against
you by default for the relief
demanded in the Complaint.
DATED: June 27, 2019
Elmsford, New York
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF
LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to this
summons and complaint by
serving a copy of the answer
on the attorney for the mortgage
c o m p a ny w h o f i l e d t h i s
foreclosure proceeding against
you and filing the answer with
the court, a default judgment
may be entered and you can
lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go
to the court where your case is
pending for further information
on how to answer the summons
and protect your property.
Sending a payment to your
mortgage company will not stop
this foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND BY
SERVING A COPY OF THE

ANSWER ON THE ATTORNEY
FOR THE PLAINTIFF NEWREZ
LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT
MORTGAGE SERVICING AND
FILING THE ANSWER WITH
THE COURT.
Richard F. Komosinski
K nuc k les, Komosinsk i &
Manfro, LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff
565 Taxter Road
Suite 590
Elmsford, NY 10523
Phone: (914) 345-3020
NOTICE TO OCCUPANTS:
NEWREZ LLC D/B/A
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE
SERVICING IS FORECLOSING
AGAINST THE OWNER OF
THIS PREMISES. IF YOU
LIVE HERE, THIS LAWSUIT
M AY R ES U LT I N YO U R
EVICTION. YOU MAY WISH
TO CONTACT A LAWYER TO
DISCUSS ANY RIGHTS AND
POSSIBLE DEFENSES YOU
MAY HAVE.
NOTICE OF O B J ECT
OF ACTION AND RELIEF
SOUGHT
T H E O B J ECT of t he
above-entitled action is to
foreclose a mortgage to secure
$455,000.00 plus interest,
recorded in the Office of the
County Clerk/City Register
of the County of Queens on
November 25, 2005 in CRFN
2005000653064 covering the
premises described as follows:
104-69 Roosevelt Avenue,
Corona, New York 11368
The relief sought in the
within action is final judgment
directing the sale of the
premises described above to
satisfy the debt secured by the
mortgage described above.
The Plaintiff makes no
personal claim against any
Defendants in this action except
Franklin J. Torres a/k/a Franklin
Torres.
The foregoing summons is
served upon you by publication
pursuant to an order of the
Honorable David Elliot, J.S.C.
dated December 20, 2019 and
filed December 30, 2019
Help for Homeowners in
Foreclosure
New York State Law requires
that we send you this notice
about the foreclosure process.
Please read it carefully.
Sources of Information and
Assistance
The State encourages you
to become informed about
your options in foreclosure. In
addition to seeking assistance
from an attorney or legal aid
office, there are government
agenc ies and non - prof it
organizations that you may
contact for information about
possible options, including
trying to work with your lender
during this process.
To locate an entity near
you, you may call the toll-free
helpline maintained by the
New York State Department
of Financial Ser vic es at
(800) 342-3736 or visit the
Department’s website at http://
www.dfs.ny.gov.
Rights and Obligations
YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED
TO LEAVE YOUR HOME AT
THIS TIME. You have the right
to stay in your home during the

foreclosure process. You are
not required to leave your home
unless and until your property
is sold at auction pursuant to
a judgment of foreclosure and
sale.
Regardless of whether you
choose to remain in your
home, YOU ARE REQUIRED
TO TAKE CARE OF YOUR
PROPERTY and pay property
taxes in accordance with state
and local law.
Foreclosure Rescue Scams
Be careful of people who
approach you with offers to
“save” your home. There are
individuals who watch for
notices of foreclosure actions
in order to unfairly profit from
a homeowner’s distress. You
should be extremely careful
about any such promises
and any suggestions that you
pay them a fee or sign over
your deed. State law requires
anyone offering such services
for profit to enter into a contract
which fully describes the
services they will perform and
fees they will charge, and which
prohibits them from taking any
money from you until they have
completed all such promised
services.
1/16,23,30&2/6/2020
Notice of Formation of 15
West 61st Street 20D LLC,
a domestic LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on December 4, 2019.
Office location: Queens, SSNY
is designated as agent upon
whom process against the
LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 51-05 Flushing Avenue,
Suite 305, Maspeth, NY 11378.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020
Notice of formation of SELF
DEVELOPMENT COACHING
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
the Sec. of State of NY
SSNY on 11/06/2019. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for ser vice of process.
SSNY shall mail process to
45-50 Pearson Street, Apt.
10 B, Astor ia, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020
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11 E A S T 1 0 T H R O A D ,
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
11/25/2019. Cty: Queens.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to 334 Cross Bay
Blvd., Broad Channel, NY
11693. General Purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

TOP TITLE SERVICES, LLC
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. of State
of NY 10/21/19. Off. Loc .:
Queens Co. SSNY designated
as agent upon whom process
may be served & shall mail
proc.: c/o Jason Gomez,
219 - 21 Jamaica Avenue,
Queens Village, NY 11428.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of Qualification of
CIVICPLUS, LLC A ppl.
for Auth. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
12/09/19. Office location:
Queens County. LLC formed
in Kansas (KS) on 07/08/98.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to
Corporation Ser vice Co.,
80 State St., Albany, NY
12207-25 43. KS addr. of
LLC: 302 S. Fourth St., Ste.
500, Manhattan, KS 66502.
Cert. of Form. filed with KS
Secy. of State, 120 SW 10th
Ave., Topeka, KS 66612.
Purpose: To provide software
as a ser vice and related
professional services, such
as training and consulting with
regard to the same, to state
and local municipalities.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of formation of Globaltek
LLC article of organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York SSNY on 08/16/2019
of f ice located in Queens
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 169-04
140 Ave, Jamaica NY 11434.
Purpose any lawful purpose.
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

Notice of Formation of JZ
Parsons Property LLC. filed
with SSNY on 11/12/2019.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to JZ Parsons
Property LLC, 140-35 Beech
Ave, 7R, Flushing, NY 11355.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

SUPREME COURT OF
THE STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF QUEENS
INDEX NO. 706162/2016
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
Plaintiff,
Plaintiff designates QUEENS
as the place of trial situs of the
real property
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Mortgaged Premises:
14-28 PINSON STREET
FAR ROCKAWAY, NY 11691
Block: 15651
Lot: 22
vs.
GERARD CARTER, AS
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF
THE ESTATE OF LORENZO
SIMMONS AND AS HEIR
A N D D I S T R I B U T E E TO
THE ESTATE OF NANCY
SIMMONS; DEBOR AH
EDWARDS, AS HEIR AND
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE
E S TAT E O F L O R E N Z O
SIMMONS AND AS HEIR
AND DISTRIBUTEE OF
THE ESTATE OF NANCY
SIMMONS; RENEE NELSON,
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE
O F T H E E S TAT E O F
LORENZO SIMMONS;
JASMINE ROUNDTREE, AS
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF
THE ESTATE OF LORENZO
SIMMONS, CONSTANCE
ANDERSON AS HEIR AND
DISTRIBUTEE OF THE
E S TAT E O F L O R E N Z O
SIMMONS, any and all persons
unknown to plaintiff, claiming,
or who may claim to have an
interest in, or general or specific
lien upon the real property
described in this action; such
un k n ow n p e r s o ns b e i n g
herein generally described
and intended to be included
in the following designation,
namely: the wife, widow,
husband, widower, heirs at
law, next of kin, descendants,
executors, administrators,
devisees, legatees, creditors,
trustees, committees, lienors,
and assignees of such
deceased, any and all persons
deriving interest in or lien upon,
or title to said real property
by, through or under them,
or either of them, and their
respective wives, widows,
husbands, widowers, heirs at
law, next of kin, descendants,
executors, administrators,
devisees, legatees, creditors,
trustees, committees, lienors
and assigns, all of whom
and whose names, except
as stated, are unknown to
plaintiff; TERRANCE CARTER
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE
OF THE ESTATE OF NANCY
SIMMONS; KEVIN CARTER
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE
OF THE ESTATE OF NANCY
SIMMONS, any and all persons
unknown to plaintiff, claiming,
or who may claim to have an
interest in, or general or specific
lien upon the real property
described in this action; such
un k n ow n p e r s o ns b e i n g
herein generally described
and intended to be included
in the following designation,
namely: the wife, widow,
husband, widower, heirs at
law, next of kin, descendants,
executors, administrators,
devisees, legatees, creditors,
trustees, committees, lienors,

and assignees of such
deceased, any and all persons
deriving interest in or lien upon,
or title to said real property
by, through or under them,
or either of them, and their
respective wives, widows,
husbands, widowers, heirs at
law, next of kin, descendants,
executors, administrators,
devisees, legatees, creditors,
trustees, committees, lienors
and assigns, all of whom
and whose names, except
as stated, are unknown to
plaintiff; SECRETARY OF
HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT; COLUMBUS
104.LLC; CRIMINAL COURT
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK;
NEW YORK CITY PARKING
VIOLATIONS BUREAU; NEW
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT
O F TA X AT I O N A N D
FINANCE; UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA; AUDREY I.
PHEFFER, IN HER CAPACITY
AS QUEENS COUNT Y
CLERK, ENVIORNMENTAL
CONTROL BOARD,
“JOHN DOE #1” through
“JOHN DOE #12,” the last
twelve names being fictitious
and unknown to plaintiff, the
persons or parties intended
being the tenants, occupants,
persons or corporations, if any,
having or claiming an interest
in or lien upon the premises,
described in the complaint,
Defendant(s).
Defendant(s)
To t he above named
Defendants
YO U A R E H E R E B Y
SUMMONED to answer the
complaint in this action and to
serve a copy of your answer, or,
if the complaint is not served
with this summons, to serve
a notice of appearance on the
Plaintiff’s Attorney within 20
days after the service of this
summons, exclusive of the day
of service (or within 30 days
after the service is complete if
this summons is not personally
delivered to you within the State
of New York) in the event the
United States of America is
made a party defendant, the
time to answer for the said
United States of America shall
not expire until (60) days after
service of the Summons; and
in case of your failure to appear
or answer, judgment will be
taken against you by default
for the relief demanded in the
complaint.
NOTICE OF NATURE
OF ACTION AND RELIEF
SOUGHT
THE OBJECT of the above
caption action is to foreclose
a Mortgage to secure the
sum of $750,0 0 0.0 0 and
interest, recorded on July 2,
2009, at Instrument number
2009000201922, of the Public
Records of QUEENS County,
New York, covering premises
known as 14 -28 PINSON
STREET, FAR ROCKAWAY,
NY 11691.
The relief sought in the
within action is a final judgment
directing the sale of the
premises described above to
satisfy the debt secured by the
Mortgage described above.
QUEENS County is designated
as the place of trial because the

real property affected by this
action is located in said county.
NOTICE
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF
LOSING YOUR HOME
If you do not respond to this
summons and complaint by
serving a copy of the answer on
the attorney for the mortgage
c o m p a ny w h o f i l e d t h i s
foreclosure proceeding against
you and filing the answer with
the court, a default judgment
may be entered and you can
lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to
the court where your case is
pending for further information
on how to answer the summons
and protect your property.
Sending a payment to the
mortgage company will not stop
the foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND
BY SERVING A COPY OF
T H E A N SW ER O N T H E
AT T O R N E Y F O R T H E
PL AINTIFF (MORTGAGE
COMPANY) AND FILING THE
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
RAS BORISKIN, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
900 Merchants Concourse,
Suite 106
Westbury, NY 11590
516-280-7675
1/2,9,16&23/2020

EX HOLDINGS LLC, Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 12/13/2019. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: Denis
Xhari and Anila Celi, 24-65
46th Street, Astoria, NY 11103.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020
Notice of formation of PRISTINE
MAINTENANCE SVC LLC
article of organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 10/08/2019 office
located in Queens SSNY has
been designated for service of
process. SSNY shall mail copy
of any process served against
the LLC 61-11 64th Street,
Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose any lawful purpose.
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020
Notice of Formation of
Lowy & Donnath Technical
Ser vice LLC amended to
Lowy & Donnath Technical
Services LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/9/19. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 10-37 49th Ave,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020
V & S 3800 LLC Articles of
Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 4/10/2019. Office
in Queens Co. SSNY desig.
agent of LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 172-14 89th
Ave., Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

S H R I S A I G R O U P L LC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 11/13/2019.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
desig. agent of LLC whom
process may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to 10-02
44th Dr., Long Island City,
NY 11101, which is also the
principal business location.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020
JT WOODSIDE LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 01/08/14. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC,
39-07 Prince Street, Suite
5C, Flushing, NY 1135 4.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020
11 EAST 10TH ROAD, LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) 11/25/2019. Cty: Queens.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against may be
served & shall mail process to 334
Cross Bay Blvd., Broad Channel,
NY 11693. General Purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020
Forward Heating of Maspeth
LLC filed Arts. of Org. with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 11/27/19. County: Queens.
SSNY has been designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served and shall mail process
to: c/o Ochs & Goldberg, LLP,
60 E. 42nd St, Ste 4600, NY,
NY 10165. Purpose: any lawful
act. 1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020
BHNGLN LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 01/03/2020.
Office loc: Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
Ber tram H. Nisonof f, 8110 Chev y Chase Street,
Jamaica Estates, NY 11423.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020

P O P C U LT U R A L LY
AWK WARD LLC. Ar ts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
11/19/2019. Office: Queens
County. Elizabeth Grammaticas
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to Elizabeth Grammaticas
at 16 8 9 G ates Ave, A pt
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020
Notice of formation of CREATE
ACCOUNT LLC. Art. of Org.
filed with the Secretary of
State of New York SSNY on
12/17/2019. Office: Queens
Count y. SSNY has been
designated for ser vice of
process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC to 14480
Sanford Ave #4K Flushing NY
11355. Purpose: e-commerce.
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020
Notice of Formation of THE
PHOENIX WITHIN LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 11/01/19.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
117-03 Sutter Avenue, South
O zo n e Par k , N Y 1142 0.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
MORPHO SERVICES LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
01/01/2020. Office location:
Q u e e ns C o unt y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: 8909 32nd Avenue, Apt C7,
East Elmhurst, NY 11369.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020
Notice of formation of LIC
BALLROOM LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 07/29/2019. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for ser vice of process.
SSNY shall mail copy of any
process served against the
LLC 23-10 Jackson Ave, 3FL,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020
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Notice of Formation of 47-27
VERNON BLVD LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 12/11/19. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o Holm & O’Hara LLP, Attn:
Michael L. Landsman, 3 West
35th St., 9th Fl., NY, NY 10001.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020
Notice of formation of 13101
4 0T H ROA D PH1Y LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the
Sec. of State of NY SSNY on
10/07/2019. Office located in
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail
process to 16 Melbourne
Road, Great Neck, NY 11021.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020
Notice of formation of
CONFIDENT LIVING LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the
Sec. of State of NY SSNY on
11/27/2019. Office located
in Queens County. SSNY
has been designated for
service of process. SSNY
shall mail process to 2645 Iliff
Street, Boulder, Co 80305.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020
TH E L AW O FFI CE O F
ROSEMARY HAYDEN PLLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 12/10/19. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the PLLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the PLLC,
86 -25 Lefferts Boulevard,
Richmond Hill, NY 11418.
Purpose: For the practice
of the profession of Law.
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020
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Mineola March Against
Anti Semitism

THURSDAY, JANUARY 16, 2020

110 PCT Community Council Monthly Meeting
Pictured at the 110 PCT Community Council Monthly Meeting held at Flanders Field VFW
Post #150 , Corona Heights, is
110th Pct Commanding Officer
Nicola Ventre, 110Pct Cop of
the month PO Tracy Quinonez
and PO Joseph Specale, 110th
Pct CC President Al Perna and
110th CC Sgt-at-Arms Mike
Liquori. Photo by Bob Grant.

(Continued from page 10)
anywhere in the states.”
Chabad Rabbis from across
Long Island attended the march
along with thousands of other
activists and Long Islanders.
The Rabbis included, Rabbi Eli
Goodman - Long Beach, Rabbi
Levi Gurkov - Oceanside, Rabbi
Mendy Heber - Brookville, Rabbi
Shimon Kramer - Merrick, Rabbi
Nochum Tennenboim - Hewlett,
Rabbi Boruch Wolf - New Hyde
Park.
They all marched to show solidarity by spreading more light to
push away the darkness. The local
Mineola Chabad, Rabbi Anchelle
Perl, was invited to speak. “It’s
crucial that we all stand up to hate,
no matter where it occurs,” Rabbi
Perl said. “Sending a united front

against hate, we can send the message that anti-Semitism, bigotry
and hate symbols of all kinds have
no place in our community.”
“By now,” continued Perl, “the
response of all Chabad rabbis to
every negative event is familiar.
At a time like this we must all
increase in our acts of goodness
and kindness, for this really does
underscore our conviction that we
do not need to be persecuted to be
Jewish; that we draw our strength
and our vitality from the light of
Torah study and the performance
of mitzvot, being a lamplighter,
dispelling lots of darkness with
ever increasing light.”
“This is the United States of
America not the ‘United Hates
of America’! This is the United
States of America, not the United
‘Hates’ of America!”

Landmarks Conservancy selected
Congregation Tifereth Israel in Corona
for a $10K grant
(Continued from page 10)
ing exterior restoration projects,
technical assistance, and workshops. Since 1986, the program
has pledged nearly 1,500 grants
totaling more than $11.1 million to
805 religious institutions statewide.
Congregation Tifereth Israel will
receive a $10,000 grant to help fund
perimeter waterproofing.
As Corona began to change in
the 1960s and the Ashkenazi began
to move away Bukharan Jewish
immigrants from the former Soviet
Union replaced them in the congregation. Currently, Congregation
Tifereth Israel reaches about 500
people a year through life-cycle
events and other programming.

Photo of C ongr eg ation
Tifereth Israel in Corona
courtesy of The New York
Landmarks Conservancy
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