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Voters Guide: For Feb. 2 Special Election
For District 24 City Council Seat

MENG ISSUES STATEMENT ON
BIDEN INAUGURATION
The first election in Queens in
2021 is on Tuesday, Feb. 2, voters
in Kew Gardens Hills, Pomonok,
Electchester, Fresh Meadows,

Hillcrest, Jamaica Estates, Briarwood, Parkway Village, Jamaica
Hills and Jamaica will head to the
polls to vote in the special election

to fill the New York City Council
seat in District 24.
(Continued on page 2)

IT’S A NEW DAY IN AMERICA

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) today issued the following
statement hailing the swearing in of
President Biden.
“I congratulate Joe Biden on
becoming the 46th President of the
United States, and I cannot wait to
partner with him and our new Vice

President Kamala Harris to address
the many critical issues impacting
our country.
As I have said, I look forward
to opening a new chapter in our
history with the Biden-Harris ad-

With Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris’ inauguration we’re turning over a new leaf in our nation’s
history.
I’ll be blunt with you: President
Biden and Vice President Harris
have their work cut out for them.
Families are getting ripped apart by
COVID-19, America is producing
tremendous wealth, but working
people are having a hard time
making ends meet, and American
extremism just reached a new peak.
So many of us are concerned
— we want the inauguration to
go smoothly, and then we want
America to heal.
But if anyone can lead us out
of these crises, it’s Joe Biden.
He’s a deeply compassionate man
who knows that we can only heal
America by lifting Americans up.
We’re all in this together, and I’m
honored to stand by his side fighting for the American Dream that
we all deserve.
No matter your political affiliation, no matter who you voted for,

(Continued on page 2)
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Voters Guide: For Feb. 2 Special Election
For District 24 City Council Seat
(Continued from page 1)
The nonpartisan election will
also be the first test of the city’s
new ranked-choice voting system,
which after being overwhelmingly approved by voters in 2019,
has come under fire in the months
leading up to its implementation.
There are eight candidates
currently seeking the seat, which
became vacant after former Councilman Rory Lancman took a job
as Governor Andrew Cuomo’s
new special counsel for ratepayer
protection.
Despite legal challenges by
several Queens electeds, the new
system, which allows voters to
rank their top five choices instead
of choosing just one candidate,
will be used in the Feb. 2 special
election.
The winner of District 24’s
special election will serve until
the end of the year, when Lancman’s term is set to end. Voters
in the district will also cast ballots
for the seat in during the June 22
primary elections and during the
November general elections. The
winner of the November election
will represent the district come
January 2022.
Seven of the eight candidates
on the ballot for the special election have not previously run for
public office.
See the list of candidates running in the City Council special
election in District 24 below:
•
James Gennaro: A former
councilman in District 24, Genn-

aro is campaigning on, among
other issues, centrist government
in New York City, revamping
governance of public schools and
addressing the city’s infrastructure against storms.
• Moumita Ahmed: A progressive community activist, Ahmed
is campaigning on, among other
issues, tenants rights, climate
change and shifting money from
the NYPD to various social services.
• Michael Brown: A real estate
agent, Brown is campaigning on,
among other issues, the development of economic zones, the COVID-19 recovery and providing
relief to New York City yellow
cab medallion owners and drivers.
• Neeta Jain: A Democratic district leader, Jain is campaigning
on, among other issues, providing
affordable healthcare to city residents, providing financial relief to
small businesses during the pandemic and pushing for the creation
of more affordable housing.
•
Dilip Nath: Nath, the president of the New American Voters
Association, is campaigning on,
among other issues, increasing
public schools funding, providing
COVID-19 economic relief and
expanding health care for seniors.
• Mujib Rahman: A community
activist, Rahman is campaigning
on, among other issues, public
safety, increasing funding for
the NYPD and expanding school
choice.
•
Deepti Sharma: Sharma,
a small business advocate, is

campaigning on, among other
issues, reinvesting in the community, making the district more
accessible, making Queens more
equitable.
• Soma Syed: Syed, president
of the Queens County Women’s
Bar Association, is campaigning
on, among other issues, ending
increases on property taxes, addressing discrepancies in public
education and providing assistance to small businesses.
Early voting for the special
election will begin on Jan. 23 and
run until Jan. 31. Poll sites and
their hours during the early voting
period can be found at voting.nyc
by entering your address on the
“Where to Vote” page.
The absentee ballot request
period is currently open and will
be until Jan. 26. Voters must mail
their ballot with a postmark date
prior to Feb. 3 or leave it in a drop
box at any poll site or Board of
Elections office through the end
of Feb. 2. Voters can request an
absentee ballot at vote.nyc.
Polls will be open for in-person
voting on Tuesday, Feb. 2 from 6
a.m. until 9 p.m.
The election in District 24 will
not be only special election to take
place in Queens this February.
Feb. 23, voters in Arverne,
Brookville, Edgemere, Far Rockaway, Laurelton, Rosedale and
Springfield Gardens will head to
the polls to fill the seat left vacant
by Donovan Richards, who was
sworn in late last year as Queens
Borough President.

Meng Issues Statement on Biden Inauguration
(Continued from page 1)
ministration. It will be an era that
promises to be one of healing, hope,
and opportunity for the American
people.
President Biden will embrace
and fight for all Americans, and
will work tirelessly to get our na-

tion and economy back on track. He
will immediately implement a plan
to combat the unprecedented challenges caused by the coronavirus,
and he’ll waste no time in moving
forward with his ambitious agenda
to: strengthen and humanize our
immigration system; expand health
care; address climate change; trans-

form our infrastructure; repeal the
Muslim ban; and so many other
bold initiatives.
Better days are ahead under President Biden’s leadership, and I look
forward to working with him and
his administration to improve the
lives of my constituents in Queens
and Americans everywhere.”

Suozzi And Labor Caucus Kicks Off With AFL-CIO
President Trumka And AFT President Weingarten
Congressman Tom Suozzi
(D-Long Island, Queens) along
with his fellow co-chairs of the
newly-formed Labor Caucus, held
a kick-off event with members and
special guests, including President
of the AFL-CIO Richard Trumka
and President of the American
Federation of Teachers (AFT)
Randi Weingarten.
Suozzi, a lifelong champion
of working families and labor
unions, was instrumental in the
conception and formation of the
Labor Caucus, which has now
joined forces with the existing
Labor and Working Families
Caucus to advance the needs of
the labor movement, combat the
issues facing working families,
and connect legislators directly
with unions and union leaders.
The formation of the Labor Caucus was announced in November
and now has 68 members.
Suozzi’s fellow co-chairs of
the Labor Caucus include Representatives Debbie Dingell (D-MI),
Steven Horsford (D-NV), Donald

Norcross (D-NJ), Mark Pocan (DWI), and Linda Sánchez (D-CA).
“Over the past several decades
the United States has created enormous wealth but working men and
women have been left behind with
stagnant wages. Climate change,
immigration, civil rights, trade,
economic growth and every other
issue must be analyzed through
a pro-labor perspective,” said
Suozzi. “The American Dream,
where hard work is rewarded with
wages sufficient to guarantee a
home, health insurance, children’s
education and retirement security,
is no longer in reach for too many.
We must reclaim the American
Dream and that starts with a prolabor, pro-growth agenda. Our
Labor Caucus will work with the
Biden Administration, our diverse
labor unions, and other caucuses
and committees of jurisdictions to
advocate for a new, robust, middle
class and all those that aspire to be
part of it.”
“Every American should
have a voice in their workplace

to advocate for fair wages and
safe working conditions, and the
Labor Caucus will advance the
cause of working families by being their voice in Congress,” the
Labor Caucus Co-Chairs said
in a joint statement. “We thank
AFL-CIO President Trumka and
AFT President Weingarten for
their commitment to workers and
understanding that America succeeds when workers succeed. The
Labor Caucus is ready to work
with the labor movement and the
Biden-Harris Administration to
strengthen unions, fight for pandemic relief and build back a better, brighter future for America’s
workers.”
“I want to applaud the Labor
Caucus Co-chairs. You’ve united
75 members of Congress together
in this Labor Caucus, which
sends a strong signal to those of
us working every day to grow the
labor movement,” said AFL-CIO
President Trumka. “We need a
(Continued on page 12)
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Assemblyman William Colton Endorses David Weprin
For NYC Comptroller
Assemblyman William Colton
(D – Gravesend, Bensonhurst,
Bath Beach, and Dyker Heights)
District Leader Charles Ragusa
announces their endorsement for
Assemblymember David Weprin
for New York City Comptroller.
Assemblymember Weprin represents part of Queens and serves
as the Chair of the Correction
Committee in the Assembly and
a member of the Ways and Means
Committee. Previously he served
in the City Council as Chair of
the Council Finance Committee.
Mr. Weprin’s prior experience
includes Deputy Superintendent
of Banks and Secretary of the

Baking Board and the New York
District Chairman of the Securities Industry Association.
Colton praises David Weprin
for his position supporting the
SHSAT and the expansion of the
gifted program in all parts of the
city. He also has been a strong
supporter of neighborhood businesses. His experience in financial
matters and in auditing of agencies
and department including the
NYC Department of Education
especially qualifies Mr. Weprin
as an effective Comptroller.
“As an NYC Comptroller Mr.
Weprin would have the responsibility for reviewing city contracts.

Mr. Weprin has supported building more affordable housing for
families rather than building more
temporary homeless shelters as
a real solution to the problem of
homelessness. This commonsense
approach to tackling problems
will focus on real solutions rather
than a temporary band-aid,” District Leader Ragusa has stressed.
“In these difficult budgetary
times, we need a city Comptroller with practical experience in
fighting for real services for the
needs of neighborhood families
and businesses and David Weprin
will make an excellent Comptroller,” concluded Colton.

Statement From MTA Chairman And CEO Patrick Foye on
Postponing a Fare Increase
“The COVID-19 pandemic
has wreaked economic havoc -devastating the MTA’s ridership
and revenues and bringing them
to levels far worse than the Great
Depression. It has also hit people
of color and low income communities hardest, many of whom are
the very same essential workers
that have been on the frontlines of
this crisis and who are also most
dependent on mass transit.

“As part of our biennial review
of fare and toll policy, the MTA
conducted the unprecedented level
of outreach this year required,
holding eight public hearings and
receiving 2,100 public comments.
What we heard at these hearings
was that people are suffering and
cannot shoulder even a modest
fare increase right now.
“Buoyed by President-elect
Biden, incoming Senate Major-

ity Leader Chuck Schumer and
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the MTA
also has hope for $8 billion in
additional pandemic relief and
continued federal investment in
mass transit in 2021 and beyond.
For these reasons, the MTA has
decided to postpone the planned
fare increase for several months.
We plan to move forward with
a discussion and vote on recommended toll changes in February.”

Maloney Cheers Biden’s American Rescue Plan
Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (D-NY) released the following statement after Presidentelect Joe Biden announced his
new American Rescue Plan.
“President-elect Biden’s American Rescue Plan is the urgent,
bold action we need to address
the health and economic crises
wrought by COVID-19. This plan
will fund vaccinations, contain
the virus, support struggling
communities, and deliver direct,
immediate relief to those hit
hardest by the pandemic.
“To
help us contain COVID-19 and
safely reopen schools, this plan
will set up a national vaccination
program, scale up testing and
tracing, provide paid sick leave,

and make targeted investments
so that teachers and students can
safely return to classrooms within
the first 100 days of the Biden
presidency.
“Important especially to our
city’s recovery is $20 billion to
help public transit agencies like
the MTA, the extension and expansion of pandemic unemployment insurance, proposed partnership with restaurants to keep
families fed and restaurants open,
and $35 billion in rental, homelessness, and utility assistance.
“For hardworking families
in New York and across the
country, the Biden package will
give working families a $1,400
per-person check – delivering

the $2,000 we’ve been fighting
for in Congress, extend the 15%
SNAP benefit increase, expand
childcare assistance, and increase
the Child Tax Credit.
“And for the lifeblood of New
York City – small businesses, the
American Rescue Plan would provide grants to more than 1 million
of the hardest hit small businesses
and leverage $175B in additional
lending and investment.
“This ambitious $1.9T plan is
a way to move us forward – by
providing the immediate relief
we need now and setting us on
a course to build back better,
and I look forward to working
with President Biden to make it
happen.”

Statement From Attorney General James on
Tax Lien Reform
New York Attorney General
Letitia James released the following statement on reforms to the
tax lien sale:
“Over the last few months,
I have worked hard with stakeholders and lawmakers to address the problems associated
with New York City’s tax lien
sale program. I have long believed it is unjust to sell the debt
that struggling homeowners owe
to the city for water or taxes to

private, profit-seeking enterprises. The lien sale program
subjects homeowners already
facing adverse circumstances
to interest rates that compound
daily, and thereby jeopardizes
their homeownership and risks
shifting wealth from individuals
and families to private banks and
real estate prospectors.
“After a lot of work, I understand that advocates and the city
have reached an agreement on

legislation that will be more equitable, less prone to abuse, and
will chart the city on a course to
a new program that will prioritize homeownership, neighborhood preservation, and affordable housing, over maximizing
profits for private enterprises. I
support this development. Thank
you to my partners in government and to the many advocates
for finding a way to move the
city in the right direction.”

Maloney Urges Biden to Block New OCC Rule Requiring
Lending to Gun Manufacturers
Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (D-NY), senior member of
the House Committee on Financial
Services, today wrote to Presidentelect Joe Biden, urging him to
block the Office of the Comptroller
of the Currency’s (OCC) recently
finalized “Fair Access to Financial
Services” rule which would force
financial institutions to lend to and
support gun manufacturers.

As the Congresswoman notes
in her letter, “In recent years, many
financial institutions have made
the responsible decision to stop
financing bloodshed and death in
our streets by limiting or severing
their business relationships with
gun manufacturers, particularly
those that manufacture militarystyle firearms. With this rule, the
OCC seeks to supplant its judgment

for the judgment of each financial
institution, effectively requiring
financial institutions to lend to and
support gun manufacturers responsible for producing the firearms that
have devastated our communities. It
is not the role of the OCC to force
financial institutions to lend to industries that present real risks and
dangers to our society, particularly
gun manufacturers.”
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Suozzi Statement on the Inauguration
of President Joseph R. Biden, the 46th
President of the United States
Suozzi pledges to work with
the Biden Administration to provide aid to New York State and
local governments, pass a new
COVID-19 relief package, restore
the SALT deduction, and “Build
Back Better”
Congressman Tom Suozzi (DLong Island, Queens) issued the
following statement after Joseph
R. Biden took the oath of office
to serve as the 46th President of
the United States:
“President Joe Biden is exactly
the person we need right now at
this time in American history.
The country is divided and has
been through a trauma. Joe Biden
will bridge our divide and work

to heal our nation. He can and he
will bring us together because he
knows the politics, he knows the
policy, and he knows the people.
President Biden knows how to
get things done and he knows to
look to some great leaders in our
history for inspiration. As President John F. Kennedy famously
said, ‘let us not seek the Republican answer or the Democratic
answer. Let us not seek to fix the
blame for the past. Let us accept
our own responsibility for the
future.’
It’s time to get to work – Democrats and Republicans alike – so
we can Build Back Better and
recapture the Soul of America.

We made it! Happy Presidential
Inauguration Day Everyone!
A Statement from Senator James
Sanders Jr.
State Senator James Sanders
Jr. said: “Today we mark a major
historic event in our lifetime, the
inauguration of the 46th President, Joseph R. Biden and the first
woman, black, South Asian Vice
President, Kamala Harris. This
inauguration is also historic for
unimaginably poor reasons, such
as the lockdown of the Washington, D.C. area, spurred by fears
of domestic terrorism following
the January 6th insurrection at
the capitol, a violent attack on our
democracy which was inspired by
the words of soon-to-be former
President Donald Trump. However, it is time to put that behind us.
Today is a new day, one that
begins with the swearing-in ceremony of President Biden but also
includes some great first steps.
President Biden will tackle the
COVID-19 crisis by mandating
mask wearing in Federal Buildings, removing the travel ban
from Muslim countries, rejoining
the Paris climate accord, asking
federal agencies to extend eviction and foreclosure moratoriums

through March 31, and more.
Typically the transfer of
power is a peaceful, traditional
celebration, but in light of all that
has happened over the last few
weeks, it’s fair to say this inauguration is not typical.. Trump
continues to thumb his nose at
our country’s norms, acting in an
un-presidential way right up until
the end by not conceding the election or congratulating Joe Biden,
refusing to attend the swearing-in
ceremony or admitting any wrong
doing while president even now
as he faces an impeachment trial.
Perhaps most pompously he has
requested an elaborate farewell
ceremony for himself featuring a
color guard, a military band and
a red carpet.
As of 12 noon, when Joe Biden
puts his hand on the bible and
takes the oath of office, I think
we as a nation can breathe a sigh
of relief knowing that we have an
intelligent, professional, compassionate, capable individual as our
new Commander-in-Chief. Although, we face tough problems,
we will have the leadership we
need to move forward in the best
way possible.”

IT’S A NEW DAY IN
AMERICA

(Continued from page 1)

it’s time for us to come together
and heal. We need a new era of
bipartisanship in this country — a
government that puts the people
first. Serving you in Congress is

a tremendous honor and a great
responsibility.
Today in Washington I witnessed one of the great acts of
democracy and I pray that we can
move forward together in peace,
and hope for the future.
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The City, Queens Borough President Donovan Richards And Community Partners Launch
Grant Program to Support Small Business Recovery
New York City, in partnership
with Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards and Pursuit,
announced the launch of the
Queens Small Business Grant
Program to provide resources
to small businesses impacted by
COVID-19. Through a generous
$17.5 million donation from Steve
Cohen, the City will partner with
community-based organizations
to offer $15 million worth of
grants to Queens small businesses
in need up to $20,000 to support
operational expenses.
The COVID-19 pandemic
has disproportionately impacted
minority communities. In an
effort to support small business recovery, Borough President
Richards worked with the New
York City Economic Development Corporation (NYCEDC)
to provide Queens-based small
businesses and vendors that are
minority-owned, located in one
of the COVID-19 hardest hit zones
or low-and moderate-income communities (LMI) with financial
resources. In addition, the City
will dedicate 30% of the grants to
support restaurants, street vendors
and $2.5 million for further small
business support later in 2021.
“Small businesses have been hit
hard by the COVID-19 pandemic,
and they deserve all the help our
city can give them to get back on
their feet and serve their communities,” said Mayor BILL DE
BLASIO. “I’m proud to stand with
our partners in government, business, and the nonprofit sector to
support these community anchors
and rebuild a fairer, better city.”
“No borough has been hit harder
by the COVID-19 pandemic and
its disastrous economic fallout
than Queens, where countless
small businesses — and the thousands of families these entities
support through local hiring— are
facing unprecedented uncertainty
through no fault of their own,”
said Borough President RICHARDS. “Small businesses are
the lifeblood of our communities,
and no expense must be spared
to prevent even a single closure.
With so many struggling to keep
their doors open, Queens is deeply
grateful to the NYC Economic

Development Corporation, the
Steve and Alexandra Cohen Foundation and all our partners for
stepping up to support our small
businesses in their hour of greatest need.”
“Small businesses are the
backbone of our communities and
their success is key to the City’s
long-term economic recovery,”
said President and CEO of New
York City Economic Development
Corporation JAMES PATCHETT.
“We’re thrilled the fund will provide much-needed relief to Queens
businesses, particularly to those
in the neighborhoods and populations hardest hit by COVID-19.”
“Small businesses are the
lifeblood of our City and COVID
has had a devastating impact on
them,” said STEVE COHEN.
“As the owners of the Mets, we
are proud to support small business owners during this difficult
time, just as they have supported
the team and the community over
the years. We hope this donation
brings them some relief.”
Pursuit is administering the
grant program and will partner
with other local community organizations to expand reach and
impact. Businesses may qualify
for the grant with participating
community partners including
Accompany Capital, Ascendus,
BOC Capital, Greater Jamaica Development Corporation, Pursuit,
Renaissance EDC, and Queens
Chamber of Commerce.
Eligible applicants must:
● Be located in the borough of
Queens in an LMI zip code or
COVID-19 hardest hit zones
● Be a restaurant (located on
the first or second floor), retail
or a personal services business
(located on the first floor)
● Have employed 20 or fewer
full-time employees in 2019
● Have earned gross revenue of
$1 million or less in 2019. If you
are a restaurant, you must have
earned $3 million or less in gross
revenue in 2019
● Have filed 2019 personal and
business tax returns (as applicable)
●
Have no open tax liens or
unresolved judgments
For more information about the
Queens Small Business Grant pro-

gram, reach out to the community
partners listed above.
“In Queens, our small businesses and restaurants have always been the heart and soul of
our diverse communities, and their
success will be a critical part of
a robust economic recovery for
our city,” said Councilmember
and Chair of the Committee on
Economic Development PAUL
VALLONE. “I welcome news of
the Queens Small Business Grant
Fund, which will serve as a buoy
to so many of the borough’s small
businesses and provide them with
the support they need to serve
their communities, retain employees and stay afloat in the pivotal
months ahead.”
“From day one of the pandemic,
Queens has been home to some
of the hardest hit communities in
the country,” said Pursuit Chief
Executive Officer PAT MACKRELL. “These grants will provide
Queens-based businesses with a
lifeline, allowing them to continue
to pay employees and stay afloat
until business operations can resume at more normal levels. We
applaud the City and the Steven
and Alexandra Cohen Foundation for investing in the future of
Queens by supporting its diverse
small business community”
“BOC Capital Corp. together
with Queens Business Outreach
Center, is enthusiastic and grateful
to help dedicated entrepreneurs in
Queens,” said Business Outreach
Center Network/BOC Capital
Corp. Executive Director NANCY
CARIN. “The small businesses
we serve represent the diversity
that is Queens, and the grant program will be a critical support for
their survival.”
“Greater Jamaica Development
Corporation is pleased to join
this consortium of community
partners to deliver much needed
grant funding to support some
of the local small businesses that
are struggling to survive during
this difficult time,” said Greater
Jamaica Development Corporation President and CEO HOPE
KNIGHT.
“At Ascendus, our vision is
to create financial ascension for
all but at this moment, we are

working to achieve an even more
existential goal: survival! The
grants offered by the Queens
Small Business Fund program
will help many local businesses
survive a difficult winter in the
hopes of seeing them emerge in
full blossom this coming spring,”
said PAUL QUINTERO, CEO of
Ascendus.
“NYCEDC’s grant program for
small businesses in the borough of
Queens is a lifeline for micro and
small businesses,” said YANKI
TSHERING, Founder and Executive Director of Accompany
Capital. “For our clients - many of
whom are refugees or immigrants
who are less likely to have a support network, savings, or household or family members who have
jobs that can easily shift online - it
has been particularly devastating.
These grants will provide businesses with critical cash flow to
survive for the next few months
as efforts are made to control the
spread of the pandemic and try to
bring some normalcy to our lives.
As an economic first responder,
we are proud of our efforts to join
forces with NYCEDC, Queens
Chamber of Commerce, and four
NYC CDFIs to get critical capital
to family owned businesses in the
once vibrant neighborhoods of
Queens. The current COVID-19
pandemic has underscored the
indispensable role CDFIs play in
low- and moderate-income communities, which have borne, and
continue to bear, a disproportionate share of the pandemic-induced
economic and health crises.”
“Sadly, too many small businesses in Queens have closed their
doors to customers for good due to
the pandemic, and those that have
survived face an uncertain future
without immediate help,” said
Queens Chamber of Commerce
President and CEO THOMAS
J. GRECH. “These cherished
institutions add character to our
neighborhoods, and create jobs
and opportunity for Queens residents. We must do everything in
our power to help them make ends
meet. That’s why we’re excited to
partner with the New York City
Economic Development Corporation on the Queens Small Business

Fund, which will provide relief
to local businesses, keeping New
Yorkers employed. We deeply
thank the NY Mets and the Steven
and Alexandra Cohen Foundation
Inc. for their support of Queens’
small business community. This
is a grand slam that will resonate
across the entire Borough.”
“In the past nine months,
Renaissance EDC has witnessed
first-hand the devastating impacts
of COVID-19 on our immigrant
small businesses, who have faced
so many obstacles in accessing
emergency relief funding,” said
Renaissance EDC Managing
Director JESSIE LEE. “This is
why the creation of Queens Small
Business Fund is so important.
We look forward to working collaboratively with our government
and nonprofit partners to ensure
equitable distribution of grant dollars in low income communities at
risk of losing treasured small businesses so crucial to the character
and economic well-being of New
York’s working class neighborhoods.”
“Here in NYC, we celebrate
street vendors who represent many
countries and cultures, from the
Mexican tamaleras to the Halal
food carts to the US military veterans selling souvenirs for tourists,
adding flavor and livelihood to our
City’s streets,” said MOHAMED
ATTIA, Director, Street Vendor
Project of the Urban Justice Center. “Street vendors are part of
the culture and fabric of NYC but
unfortunately they have suffered
mightily during this current pandemic and have been all but abandoned by COVID-19 recovery
efforts. The Queens Small Business Relief Program developed by
the NYC Economic Development
Corporation is providing critical
support inclusive of our smallest
businesses, and we look forward
to continuing to work together to
save NYC’s beloved street vendors
across the five boroughs. Vendors
are also a central part of the economic recovery plan for NYC as
we reimagine our communities,
expand open streets, and create
more sustainable neighborhoods
for working class communities
of color.”

Historic Inauguration of President Biden and Vice President Harris Brings Hope for a Brighter Future
Civil rights advocates celebrate
early executive actions as important victories
The Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights released
the following statement ahead
of the inauguration of President
Joe Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris, celebrating the
historic change in leadership
and the early important victories
coming through executive actions in the first 10 days of the
new administration.
“With an immense sigh of
relief, we celebrate the historic
inauguration of President Joe
Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris,” said Wade Henderson, interim president and CEO
of The Leadership Conference
on Civil and Human Rights.
“This consequential moment

sparks tremendous hope for a
stronger, brighter future where
we unite, build back better, and
find solutions to the very serious
challenges we face. As we close
a dark, deadly chapter in our nation’s history where we pushed
back against relentless attacks on
civil and human rights, we look
ahead to collaborating with the
Biden-Harris administration to
undo the atrocities we have all
endured and create a more just
and equitable future.”
Incoming White House Chief
of Staff Ron K lain recently
released a memo outlining executive actions that President
Biden will take within the first
10 days of the new administration, starting on day one. These
executive actions focus on four
areas, including the COVID-19
crisis, the resulting economic

crisis, the climate crisis, and the
racial equity crisis.
“These executive actions
will make an immediate impact
in the lives of so many people
in desperate need of help,” continued Henderson. “Reversing
Tr u mp’s deeply discr iminatory Muslim ban, addressing
the COVID-19 crisis, preventing
evictions and foreclosures, and
advancing equity and support
for communities of color and
other underserved communities are significant early actions
that represent an important first
step in charting a new direction
for our country. We urged the
Biden-Harris administration to
take these early actions and look
forward to working with them in
continuing to advance the civil
and human rights coalition’s
priorities.”

The White House released
an early calendar with actions
through the end of January that
will focus on several of the
civil and human rights coalition’s other priority executive
actions. These include rescinding Tr ump’s executive order
banning diversity training and
directing agencies to take action to advance diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility;
rescinding Trump’s executive
order on excluding non-citizens
from the census and presidential
memorandum on undocumented
immigrants and apportionment;
directing agencies to preserve
and fortify DACA in advance of
legislative efforts to codify the
program; rescinding Trump’s
executive order on immigration
enforcement to impose a moratorium on removals; and many

other priorities.
In December, The Leadership Conference released a list
of priority initiatives for the
Biden-Harris administration and
the 117th Congress. The coalition
priorities, available here, outline
the current state of civil rights
and offer recommendations that
represent a path forward.
The Leadership Conference
on Civil and Human Rights is
a coalition charged by its diverse membership of more than
220 national organizations to
promote and protect the rights
of all persons in the United
States. The Leadership Conference works toward an America
as good as its ideals. For more
information on The Leadership
Conference and its member
organizations, visit www.civilrights.org.
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ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Be confident in your endeavors
and others will believe in your
efforts. The personal problems
you may be having are interfering with your productivity. Your
lucky numbers are: 1,4,7

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Do not blow situations out of
proportion. Offer consolation,
but don’t give them any direction. You have a real need to
be vocal. Your lucky numbers
are: 3,4,1

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
You will have problems with
coworkers if you are too extreme
about doing things perfectly.
Real estate investments could be
to your advantage. Your lucky
numbers are: 6,9,4

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Accept the inevitable, and opportunities for advancement will
follow. You are best not to confront
situations that deal with in-laws
or relatives. Your lucky numbers
are: 2,4,7

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
You may find that your mate is
well aware of the circumstances
you thought they weren’t. Curb
jealous fits if your partner has been
flirting with someone else. Your
lucky numbers are: 2,5,1

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Be sure that you have all the facts
before you take action. Exercise
your talents and present your
ideas to groups you think you
can contribute to. Your lucky
numbers are: 2,8,9

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
You can make changes to your
living quarters, but not everyone
will be pleased with your efforts.
Concentrate on yourself or your
work. Your lucky numbers are:
3,5,6

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Mingle with those who can help
you get ahead. Your partner will
be emotionally unable to cope.
Someone you care about may let
you down. Your lucky numbers
are: 3,4,6

LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
You may have problems with children. You’re undergoing changes.
Sudden changes concerning coworkers may surprise you. Your
lucky numbers are: 4,6,7

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Coworkers may not be on your
side. Focus on forming business
partnerships. You need an outlet
that will help take your mind off
any troubles at work. Your lucky
numbers are: 7,1,8

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Take time to make physical improvements that will enhance
your home’s appearance. You
will be erratic and quite likely
to make personal mistakes. Your
lucky numbers are: 3,4,9

Did You
Know?
● Each insect is a host to ten
bacterial species?
There are around 2 billion species on Earth—with 6.8 million
likely to be species of insects. And
up to 10 types of bacteria lives inside of each of these insects! Here
are more bizarre bug facts that will
totally freak you out.
● Meghan Markle and Prince
Harry are incredibly distant cousins?
The old wives’ tale that we’re
attracted to people who look like
our parents may be debatable, but
the Duke and Duchess of Sussex
share more than just a marriage.
Apparently, they share an ancestor dating 15 generations back.
But they’re not the first royals to
be married and related—here are
more royals who married their
relatives. Plus, check out these less
disturbing “did you know” facts
about the British royal family.
● Instrument strings were made
from animals?
The strings of string instruments were originally made from
the guts of animals like sheep or
lambs. Now, instrument makers
have transitioned to metal wiring.
But before metal, it was common
for all string instruments to be
made from the guts of the animals
geographically available to the
makers.

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles
“Sudoku”

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Take the time to help old friends or
relatives who have had a stroke of
bad luck. You will learn valuable
skills if you sign up for seminars.
Your lucky numbers are: 6,3,1

“Crossword Puzzle”

JADED
JOVIAL
LONELY
LOVE
MELLOW
MERRY
MISERY
OFFENDED
ORNERY
PANIC

PEACEFUL
PLEASED
REMORSE
SOMBER
SUNNY
SYMPATHY
UNEASY
UPBEAT
WEARY

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

www.queenstimes.com

“Try And Find”

ELATION
FURIOUS
GENIAL
GLOOMY
GROUCHY
HELPLESS
HOPEFUL
HUMILIATED
HURT
IRKED

SUDOKU

To Read the paper online
visit www.queenstimes.com

TRY AND FIND

AFRAID
AGITATED
ANGUISH
BLUE
BORED
CHEERY
DARK
DOWN
DREAD
EDGY

PAGE 5

ACROSS
1. Contributes
5. French for “State”
9. Disguises
14. Casino game
15. Pipe
16. Small islands
17. Cheater
19. Appearance
20. Bog hemp
21. Juicy yellow pear
23. Type of sailboat
25. Go-between
28. Beam
29. Record (abbrev.)
32. Arch of the foot
33. 3 in Roman numerals
34. Mother
35. Pot
36. An elongated leather strip
38. Not fully closed
39. Require
40. Biblical boat
41. Exert vigorously
43. Arrive (abbrev.)
44. Cry of disgust
45. Resembling death
46. Tardily
48. Baptize
50. German iris
54. Districts
55. An administrative official
57. Inclined
58. Blend
59. Killer whale
60. Trifling
61. Feudal worker
62. Food from animals

DOWN
1. At a distance
2. 20th-century art movement
3. Percussion instrument
4. Lobbied
5. French for “Summer”
6. A traditional headdress
7. Beside
8. Vivaria
9. Lose
10. Pale with fright
11. Thin strip
12. Retained
13. South southeast
18. Make fun of
22. Tramped about
24. Certain sails
25. Tropical vine
26. Not outer
27. Daisylike bloom
29. Indian prince
30. Electronic letters
31. Fair
33. Bother
34. A sacrifice for one’s beliefs
37. Dissertation
42. Claw
44. Spirited
45. Inner core of a tooth
46. Small goose
47. Canvas shelters
48. Algonquian Indian
49. Warmth
51. Unusual
52. Ancient Peruvian
53. Immediately
54. Mountain
56. Before, poetically

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES
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NY MTA Postpones Fare Increases
By Joseph M. Calisi
A prepared statement by MTA
Chairman and CEO Patrick Foye
today said that the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority was pushing off the planned fare increases of
2,100 public comments that were
received by the agency. The exact
length of time was not released but
there will be discussion beginning
this February.
He said, “The COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked economic havoc
-- devastating the MTA’s ridership
and revenues and bringing them
to levels far worse than the Great
Depression. It has also hit people of
color and low income communities
hardest, many of whom are the very
same essential workers that have
been on the frontlines of this crisis
and who are also most dependent on
mass transit.
“As part of our biennial review
of fare and toll policy, the MTA
conducted the unprecedented level
of outreach this year required,
holding eight public hearings and

receiving 2,100 public comments.
What we heard at these hearings
was that people are suffering and
cannot shoulder even a modest fare
increase right now.”
He went on to add that, “The
MTA also has hope for $8 billion
in additional pandemic relief and

continued federal investment in
mass transit in 2021 and beyond.
For these reasons, the MTA has
decided to postpone the planned
fare increase for several months. We
plan to move forward with a discussion and vote on recommended toll
changes in February.”

LIRR Introduces Live Chat Feature in TrainTime App
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Meng Statement on Vote to Impeach
President Trump For Incitement of
Insurrection

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY)
issued the following statement
after voting to impeach President
Trump.
“With Donald Trump refusing
to resign and Vice President Pence
failing to invoke the 25th Amendment, the House had no choice but
to move forward with impeaching
the President.
As I said last week, President
Trump is a danger to our nation.
He violated his oath of office and
is unstable and unfit to serve as
President. He incited a violent insurrection against our democracy,
unleashing an angry and vicious
mob of rioters who desecrated

the People’s House and sought to
harm Members of Congress and
the Vice President. It was an attack that the executive branch of
government orchestrated against
the legislative branch. Blood was
spilled and people died – all because the President wanted to hold
onto his power – at any cost. And
since the attack on the Capitol, the
President has been entirely void
of any remorse for his role in fomenting violence. In fact, he even
celebrated the insurrectionists,
calling them ‘great patriots.’ We
have a responsibility to make sure
that this President is prevented
from doing any further damage
to our country in the remaining
seven days left in his term.
The President must be held accountable for fueling a seditious
assault on the U.S. Capitol, and
failing to take steps to stop the
violence. He is a vital threat to our
country and our Constitution. For
the good and safety of our nation,
and to defend our democracy, it is
imperative that President Trump is
removed from office at once and
barred from holding public office
in the future. The Senate must now
act expeditiously.”

WE’RE HIRING!

I mmediate pos ition s for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com

New Feature Allows Riders to
Message Customer Service Representatives in Real Time
In a major upgrade for customer
communications and a first in the
region, MTA Long Island Rail
Road President Phil Eng today
unveiled a significant new feature
of the LIRR TrainTime app, a chat
function that LIRR customers can
use to chat in real-time directly
with LIRR customer service staff.
The upgrade will prove especially
helpful to customers navigating
their return to LIRR in the wake
of COVID-19.
Customers can use the feature to
ask for the time or location of their
train or to report a problem and
they can seamlessly submit photos
while doing so. In response, the
customer support staff can send
“deep links,” which, when clicked,
take the customer directly to the
relevant part of the app.
For example, if a customer asks
for the location of the 8:15 train at
Island Park, the staff can send a

link to that train and the customer
will see it directly on their phone
on a map with one click. Or if a
customer asks, “I haven’t ridden
the railroad since March, are
trains busy now?” an agent can
respond with information from
LIRR real-time passenger loading
data letting the customer know
which trains and cars are busier
than others.
The app’s new features were
built entirely in-house by LIRR
developers and staff with an intimate understanding of the system.
The team designed numerous
solutions tailored specifically to
LIRR.
“Kudos to the Long Island
Rail Road for continuing to use
technology to improve the way it
communicates with riders,” said
Gerry Bringmann, chair of the
Long Island Rail Road Commuter
Council. “The new chat feature
will allow users to get information
and report any problems in real
time. Having a direct connection
is particularly important in these

uncertain times and we encourage riders to take advantage of
this new feature to get answers
on the go.”
Customers who already have
TrainTime installed will receive
an automatic update so that they
can use the new features. The
revamped app is also available
through the App Store and Google
Play Store for immediate download and use.
The chat feature is staffed by
LIRR personnel seven days a
week from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. At all
times, customers should call 911
or find an employee in case of an
emergency.
The MTA will track the usefulness and popularity of the
LIRR’s in-app chat function and
will evaluate the possibility of
extending it to the MTA’s other
apps, including MYmta. Last
year MTA New York City Transit
began using WhatsApp to enable
subway and bus riders to communicate with New York City Transit
in real time.
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Senator James Sanders Jr. Distributes Free PPE in
Richmond Hill
State Senator James Sanders
Jr. gave away free masks, hand
sanitizer, face shields and educational materials at the Richmond
Hill Triangle, located on 133rd
Street and Liberty Avenue in
Richmond Hill on Saturday,
January 9, 2021. This is part of
Senator Sanders’ continuing efforts to combat the pandemic in
his district. He will continue to
distribute PPE in areas of the district that have shown increases in
coronavirus cases.
“It is important that I continue to meet the needs of my
constituents, whom I refer to as
my bosses, because they elected
me as their representative and
it is my responsibility to serve
them,” Sanders said. “We are
fighting a terrible pandemic and
the numbers of COVID cases in
Richmond Hill are increasing so
it is imperative that everyone has
the masks, sanitizer and supplies
they need to protect themselves.
This is about saving lives.”

The event was co-sponsored by
Queens Borough President Donovan Richards, District Leader
Richard David, and Test & Trace
Corps I Health & Hospitals, in
partnership with the Richmond

Hill Economic Development
Council, and the Richmond Hill
/ South Ozone Park Lions Club,
with support from Sybil’s Bakery
and Restaurant and the NYPD
106th Precinct.

Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (NY-12) recently called
on New York City Mayor Bill de
Blasio to establish a COVID-19
vaccination site on Roosevelt
Island. Roosevelt Island is home
to 11,500 New Yorkers, including
a significant number of elderly
and disabled residents who are
part of the high-risk demographic

for severe outcomes should they
contract COVID-19 . The closest
vaccination site is more than a
mile away, on Vernon Boulevard
in Queens, which requires public
transportation and puts seniors
and people with disabilities at
an increased risk of exposure to
COVID-19. As residents have
expressed and as the Congresswoman notes in her letter to the
Mayor, Roosevelt Island needs a
local vaccination clinic.
In her letter to Mayor de Blasio,
the Congresswoman writes, “I
believe that vaccine distribution
should be easy, accessible, and
free for all. For those reasons, I
strongly encourage you to add
a vaccination site on Roosevelt
Island to service Roosevelt Island
residents, including seniors and
disabled populations, many of
whom are veterans. Including a
vaccination distribution site on
Roosevelt Island is a vital step
towards achieving this goal and
to ensuring an equitable rollout of
the COVID-19 vaccine.”

Statement on NYC DOE Announcement
About Test For Gifted & Talented
Programs

HANAC and Mega Development
for their incredible work on such a
dynamic development plan.”
“In 2018 I stood with our neighbors and senior services providers
at the Broadway parking lot to say
it’s more important to house people than cars. Now, in 2021, we’re
living that virtue and transforming a parking lot into 135 units of
deeply affordable senior housing,”
said City Council Member Costa
Constantinides. “HANAC is a
trusted community partner with
decades-long experience in Astoria. Their IKOS Senior Living
development will continue that

tradition. While I won’t be the City
Council Member when this building opens its door to residents,
I’ll still be a neighbor enjoying
the new community center and
feeling proud of just how much
our neighborhood can do when
we work together. I want to thank
the entire HPD team and Commissioner Carroll for making our
vision a reality. I look forward to
the work ahead, till there’s shovels
in the ground and residents ready
to move in.”
“This development will pro(Continued on page 9)

Meng Introduces Vice President-Elect Kamala Harris at
Virtual Event Ahead of Presidential Inauguration
Congresswoman Grace Meng
(D-NY) introduced Vice President-elect Kamala Harris during
America United: An Inauguration Welcome Event Celebrating
America’s Changemakers, a virtual event to honor our history and
highlight the incredible diversity
of our nation.
The event featured performances and appearances from
actress Whoopi Goldberg, actor
Nik Dodani, comedian and actress
Cristela Alonzo, actor and musician Darren Criss, Atlanta Mayor
Keisha Lance Bottoms, Resistance
Revival Chorus, Black Pumas and
many others.
It can be viewed at https://
youtu.be/sptD4ilMT-s. Meng’s

Rep. Maloney Calls on NYC Mayor to
Establish a COVID-19 Vaccination Site
on Roosevelt Island

Senator Sanders, center, was joined by members of the
Richmond Hill / South Ozone Park Lions Club and distributed
PPE to passersby on foot and those driving by in their cars.

City Selects Development Partners to Build Affordable
Senior Housing on City-Owned Site in Queens
The New York City Department of Housing Preservation and
Development (HPD) today announced the selection of a development team, HANAC and Mega
Development LLC, to transform
a City-owned site in Astoria into
100% affordable senior housing.
The mixed-use development at
31-07 31st Street will feature 135
affordable homes for seniors, a
community center and commercial space. The housing, 30% of
which will be dedicated to formerly homeless seniors, will be
paired with social services. The
team was selected as the winning
proposal from the Broadway and
31st St Astoria Seniors RFP that
HPD issued in late 2019 as part of
the Seniors First initiative to serve
30,000 senior households through
the City’s housing plan by 2026.
“This Administration has made
meeting the needs of our city’s
seniors a top priority in advancing
our ambitious affordable housing
plan,” said HPD Commissioner
Louise Carroll. “This project
promises to transform this Cityowned site into a thriving, affordable community for aging New
Yorkers and a hub of activity for
the neighborhood. I want to thank
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appearance takes place at the
1:14:15 mark.
The event, hosted by the Presidential Inaugural Committee for

Joe Biden and Kamala Harris,
kicked off five days of programming leading into the inauguration
on January 20.

New York State Senator John
Liu, chairperson of the Senate’s
Committee on NYC Education
stated the following about today’s
announcement by Mayor de Blasio
and Schools Chancellor Carranza
about the Gifted & Talented Program.
“Thousands of families have
prepared their children for G&T
this year and it’s fair to maintain
that opportunity for them. Going
forward, it also makes sense to
evaluate and consider improvements to the system. G&T programs were conceived to accom-

modate children who are ready to
learn faster and allow them to take
their talent and run with them. Just
as we try to encourage and develop
children who demonstrate talent in
the arts, sports or other areas with
resources and opportunities, it is
appropriate to do the same with
kids talented in the three Rs - reading, writing, and arithmetic.
The mayor said this morning
that G&T seats are too limited in
number today and don’t provide
opportunity for all NYC schoolkids who are ready to learn faster.
He also reiterated his non-belief
in single test systems. These are
among the points that will surely be
deliberated in the intensive public
engagement process that City Hall
and DOE have promised for this
spring and summer, leading to a
process to be announced in the
coming September. Our Senate
Committee will be fully engaged in
this public discussion and I encourage all to participate, ask questions,
and share thoughts, ideas, research,
and experience.”

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik’s
Statement On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

This year, it is especially important to honor the life of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. His is a profound
legacy of bringing people together
and always standing up against injustice and oppression. Since Dr.
King’s last birthday, our country

has struggled with a pandemic
that has highlighted sharp racial
inequities. We have seen a powerful movement for racial justice and
police reform in the wake of the
murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, and far too many others.
And just this month, we witnessed
a devastating assault on the United
States Capitol by attackers with
Confederate flags and Nazi symbols. Here in Queens, among the
most diverse places on the planet,
Dr. King’s birthday reminds us of
his message of fairness, equity,
and progress at a time when it is
desperately needed.
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(Jan. 22 to Jan. 28)
Winter is certainly zooming
along. Queens keeps pace with
Mexican magical realism, Bangladeshi cuisine, Hungarian film,
BIPOC art, Japanese sculpture,
and United Nations history.
● Jan. 22, Identifying Features,
Feb. 8. The Museum of Moving
Image streams this suspenseful
film that uses magical realism as
Magdalena searches for her son,
who went to the United States. In
Spanish with English subtitles.
● Jan. 22, Preparations to Be
Together for an Unknown Period
of Time, Feb. 8. The Museum of
Moving Image streams this psychological thriller about a neurosurgeon who returns home to Budapest for a romantic rendezvous
with a fellow doctor she met at a
New Jersey medical conference.
After he fails to show up at their
assigned meeting place, she tracks
him down, only to be told that they
have never met. In Hungarian with
English subtitles.
● Jan. 22, On the Inside Looking
Out, April 4. Six Queens-based,
minority artists recently created
an outdoor installation as part of
the AnkhLave Garden Project.
Months later, they’re back, but
indoors in the visitor and administration building, displaying relics
from the initial exhibit along with
new and continued explorations.
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50
Main St., Flushing.
● Jan. 22, Zoom Artist Hang, 5
pm. Flushing Town Hall facilitates
this weekly networking event for
artists to share news, concerns,
stories, and even work.
● Jan. 22, Take Root, On Line.
LIC-based Green Space presents a
dance-poetry piece by Nia & Ness
that explores their daily realities
as a Black, lesbian couple, and
Misaki Hayama’s Warabe Uta,
which features dance to traditional
Japanese songs similar to nursery
rhymes that are often sung as part
of children’s games.
● Jan. 23, Let’s Cook & Connect
with Biny, 4 pm. From her home
kitchen, Biny teaches how to make
Bangladeshi Paratha, a flaky panfried flat bread, and potato curry,
during this Alley Pond Environmental Center program.
● Jan. 23, Web-Based Winter
Waterfowl Workshop, 11 am. Jamaica Bay Guardian Don Riepe
explores the cold-weather residents of the Jamaica Bay Wildlife
Refuge. Waterfowl dominate the
area at this time, but cardinals,
finches, hawks, owls, sparrows,
and warblers also spend the winter
there. There are always surprises.
● Jan. 23, Virtual Family Workshop: Bubble Printing, 1 pm.
Create art with paint and bubbles
during this virtual Queens Museum program.
● Jan. 24, The Lioness Ensemble,
2:30 pm. Flushing Town Hall presents this collective of female jazz
instrumentalists who will perform
original compositions and participate in an online Q&A.
● Jan. 24, Winter Plant Walk, 1
pm. Jocelyn Perez from Herbalists
Without Borders identifies plants

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

and discusses their medicinal uses,
edibility, and folklore. Alley Pond
Environmental Center, 224-65
76th Ave., Oakland Gardens.
●
Jan. 25, Sibyl Kempson/7
Daughters of Eve Thtr. & Perf.
Co., May 15. The Chocolate Factory Theatre and the Abrons Arts
Center perform “The Securely
Conferred, Vouchsafed Keepsakes
of Maery S,” a weekly episodic
radio play. A string of financial,
maternal, and familial misfortunes
causes “Frankenstein” author
Mary Shelley to spawn a monstrous creative expression, which
takes on its own life and violent
history. (Maery can’t help but fall
in love with her monster.)
● Jan. 26, Fertile Ground, On
Line. LIC-based Green Space
organizes this new work showcase during which emerging and
established dancers present a noncurated program.
●
Jan. 26, Center of Attention: Akari 35N, 2 pm. Noguchi
Museum’s Matthew Capezutto
leads this interactive program
based on a participatory conversation about how Lenny McGurr
(FUTUR A2000) customized
Isamu Noguchi’s Akari 35N light
sculpture, which is on view in the
Futura Akari exhibition.
● Jan. 27, Book Launch, 6 pm.
Amy Raffel presents on Art and
Merchandise in Keith Haring’s
Pop Shop, her book on Haring’s
career, centered on the evolution
of ideas that led to his Pop Shop,
where he produced and sold affordable objects printed with
his art. Raffel will also touch on
Haring’s exhibition history at the
Queens Museum, followed by a
short conversation with Assistant
Curator Lindsey Berfond and a
Q&A.

●
Jan. 27, Holocaust Distortion and the Rise of Hate Crimes
Against Jews, 6 pm. Queens District Attorney Office Hate Crimes
Bureau Chief Michael Brovner
and Simon Wiesenthal Center
Director of Government Affairs
Mark Weitzman discuss antiSemitism during this Kupferberg
Holocaust Center commemoration
of International Holocaust Remembrance Day and the 76th anniversary of Auschwitz-Birkenau’s
liberation.
●
Jan. 28, Seen and Unseen:
Travel, 2 pm. Noguchi Museum
offers virtual tours for adults
who are blind or have low vision.
Educators engage participants
through verbal descriptions and
conversation.
● Jan. 28, Queens Storytellers,
7 pm. Queens Theatre zooms an
ongoing program that features
brand new shows every Thursday.
Talented raconteurs share sevenminute tales.
● Jan. 28, Literary Thursdays,
4 pm. Pamela Hanlon presents
on A Worldly Affair: New York,
the United Nations, and the Story
Behind Their Unlikely Bond as
part of this ongoing Queens Public
Library program. For more than 70
years, the United Nations has been
in Manhattan, but the General Assembly was temporarily located in
Flushing Meadows Corona Park in
the 1940s. Hanlon discusses how
a Rockefeller family gift led to a
decision that has affected NYC
for decades.
● Jan. 28, Virtual STEAM Workshop, 3:30 pm. Lewis Latimer
House Museum presents a workshop on the first steps to reading
and writing code. Learn how video
games are made, how computers
think, and how apps function.

(718) 699-2499
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Attorney General James Files Lawsuit Against The NYPD
For Excessive Use of Force
Landmark Lawsuit Outlines
NYPD’s Use of Brutal Force
Against Protesters and Pattern
of False Arrests
AG James Seeks Systemic Reforms at NYPD, Implementation
of External Monitor to Oversee
Changes
New York Attorney General
Letitia James today filed a lawsuit against the New York City
Police Department (NYPD) and
its leadership to end its pattern of
using excessive force and making
false arrests against New Yorkers during peaceful protests. In
the complaint, Attorney General
James outlines the NYPD’s illegal and harmful conduct against
New Yorkers during recent racial
justice protests and for years
prior, which has led to significant
injuries and violated individuals’
basic right to peacefully protest.
The lawsuit specifically charges
the NYPD, the City of New York,
Mayor Bill de Blasio, NYPD
Commissioner Der mot Shea,
and NYPD Chief of Department
Terence Monahan with failing to
address this longstanding pattern
of abuse by not properly training,
supervising, and disciplining
officers to prevent misconduct,
despite knowledge and public admission that it violated the rights
of New Yorkers.
In the complaint, Attorney
General James lays out dozens of
examples of the NYPD’s blatant
use of excessive force and other
misconduct, since May 2020,
including the indiscriminate,
unjustified, and repeated use of
batons, pepper spray, bicycles, and
a crowd-control tactic known as
“kettling” against peaceful protesters — all causing protesters
significant physical harm. NYPD
officers also unlawfully arrested
legal observers, medics, and other
workers performing essential
services without probable cause
and in direct violation of executive orders from Mayor de Blasio.
The lawsuit seeks broad injunctive
relief, including systemic reforms
to the NYPD and the implementation of a monitor to oversee the
NYPD’s policing tactics in future
protests and to ensure compliance
with the law.
“There is no question that the
NYPD engaged in a pattern of excessive, brutal, and unlawful force
against peaceful protesters,” said
Attorney General James. “Over
the past few months, the NYPD
has repeatedly and blatantly violated the rights of New Yorkers,
inflicting significant physical and
psychological harm and leading
to great distrust in law enforcement. With today’s lawsuit, this
longstanding pattern of brutal and
illegal force ends. No one is above
the law — not even the individuals
charged with enforcing it.”
Background
Following the killing of George
Floyd in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
thousands of protesters took to
the streets across New York City
to protest Mr. Floyd’s death, the
killing of Breonna Taylor, and the
larger pattern of unarmed Black
people being killed by the police.
After several evenings of violent clashes between the NYPD

and protesters, Governor Andrew
Cuomo called on the Office of
the Attorney General (OAG) to
conduct a civil investigation into
police misconduct during these
incidents. Since May 30, 2020,
the OAG received more than 1,300
complaints and pieces of evidence
through a dedicated online portal
and phone and email hotlines.
Attorney General James also
held a three-day public hearing
with testimony from more than
100 protesters, community-based
organizations, elected officials,
and NYPD Commissioner Shea.
In addition to the public testimony,
the OAG received more than 300
submissions of written testimony.
Overview of Claims
Based on the myriad of complaints received and subsequent
investigation, the OAG found that
from May 28, 2020 to December
11, 2020, in response to these
largely peaceful protests, NYPD
officers effectuated mass arrests
without probable cause; unjustifiably deployed pepper spray,
batons, and other force against
protesters; and targeted and retaliated against First Amendment
activity so frequently and pervasively as to constitute customs or
usages of the NYPD.
Use of Force
NYPD officers unjustifiably
deployed pepper spray and used
batons, bikes, and other force
against protesters, repeatedly
violating New Yorkers’ constitutional rights and grossly violating
NYPD policies regarding the use
of force and the use of pepper
spray. As a result of these actions,
protesters experienced significant
physical harm, including broken
bones, gashes requiring stitches
and staples, concussions, and
other harm, as well as extensive
psychological harm. In total, the
OAG found that officers:
• Struck protesters with blunt
instruments at least 50 times,
• Unlawfully deployed pepper
spray against protesters in at least
30 incidents, and
•
Used unreasonable force
through pushing or striking protesters at least 75 times.
In one instance, Luke Hanna,
who was participating in a protest
at Cadman Plaza in Brooklyn on
June 3, was struck in the back
of the head with a baton without
provocation or justification while
complying with a police directive to disperse. The baton strike
caused a gash so severe that Hanna
required ten staples in his head to
close it. Neither the officer who
hit Hanna nor any other officer
nearby sought or provided medical
attention for Hanna’s wound, and
Hanna was not arrested or charged
with any crime.
In another instance, Andrew
Smith, who was participating in
a protest in Brooklyn on May
30, had his COVID-19 facemask
pulled down without warning or
cause by an officer and was pepper
sprayed in the face. As a result of
being pepper sprayed, Smith suffered a severe burning sensation
to his eyes and face, exacerbation
to eczema on the back of his neck
that lasted for hours, and difficulty
removing and wearing contact
lenses for at least a week after
the incident. Smith also suffered

stress and fear that he had been
exposed to COVID-19 when the
officer removed his facemask.
Smith was not arrested or charged
with any crime and did not receive
medical aid from any of the officers nearby, in violation of NYPD
policy. After the incident, bodyworn camera footage captured the
officer who sprayed Smith asking
fellow officers whether they used
their pepper spray and bragging,
“I took the guy’s goggles, I ripped
the s--- off and I used it.”
Unlawful Detention
Officers arrested or detained
hundreds of protesters, legal observers, medics, and others without legal justification. Officers
repeatedly violated New Yorkers’
constitutional rights and applicable NYPD policies regarding
crowd control and arrest procedure by arresting curfew-exempt
individuals; using kettling tactics,
excessive force, and threats of
force to detain peaceful protesters;
and detaining and arresting individuals without probable cause or
suspicion that they were engaged
in unlawful conduct.
Beginning on June 1, Mayor de
Blasio issued several emergency
executive orders that imposed
curfews in New York City. These
orders explicitly exempted “first
responders and emergency medical technicians, individuals travelling to and from essential work
and performing essential work.”
The de Blasio Administration
also acknowledged that the curfew
orders exempted legal observers,
medics, and jail support providers.
In a June 4 protest in the Mott
Haven neighborhood of the Bronx,
officers detained 12 legal observers for purportedly violating the
curfew as soon as it took effect
and thereby prevented them from
observing the large number of
protester arrests occurring at the
same time. In news footage, a
member of the NYPD’s Legal Bureau can be heard shouting to other
officers, “legal observers can be
arrested. You’re good to go.” Officers also arrested several medics
at that same protest in Mott Haven,
who were in attendance solely to
provide medical assistance.
Kettling
Throughout the time the curfew
orders were in effect and beyond,
officers engaged in an unlawful
practice of kettling or corralling
protesters without providing them
an opportunity to disperse, and
thereafter making mass arrests of
protesters without probable cause.
At the June 4 protest in Mott
Haven, officers used kettling to
trap and arrest protesters. During
this incident, approximately five
to 10 minutes before the 8 p.m.
curfew, officers halted marchers at
an intersection, flanking them on
both sides and preventing protesters from moving forward. Officers
used their bikes to physically push
the protesters, resulting in protesters being crushed together. At this
time, multiple people stuck in the
kettle begged officers to let them
go home or leave the protest zone;
however, officers refused to make
space for these individuals to leave
or for the protest to safely disperse.
In all, at least 249 individuals
(Continued on page 10)
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City Selects Development Partners
to Build Affordable Senior Housing
on City-Owned Site in Queens
(Continued from page 7)
vide vulnerable seniors not only
with a new and affordable place
to live but with an entire community where they can socialize
with their peers, engage in on-site
activities and have the added benefit of supportive services to help
them maintain their health and
well-being,” said Assemblyman
Steven Cymbrowitz, Chair of the
Assembly Housing Committee.
“I am pleased to once again work
with the city in bringing affordable housing to people who need it
and ensuring that they can remain
a vital and involved part of their
community.”
The project will be financed
through the Senior Affordable
Rental Apartments (SARA) Program, ensuring the homes will be
affordable for households with
seniors 62 years of age or older
with incomes between $0 and
$45,500 for a family of two, the
equivalent of 0% to 50% of Area
Median Income (AMI).
Located steps from the Broadway subway station on the N and
W subway lines, the building will
replace a New York City Department of Transportation (DOT)
parking lot, and provide residents
easy access to retail, grocery
stores and more. Building amenities include a backyard and a
rooftop terrace area for recreation,
a stand-alone community center
for programming such as technology training, jobs skills development, substance abuse support and
counseling for LGBTQ seniors.
There is also planned commercial
space for retail.
HANAC is a local, non-profit,
mission-driven developer, property manager, and social service
provider with experience serving
vulnerable populations. They have
partnered with Mega Development LLC to develop other affordable senior housing projects and
have experience developing near
Transit Authority infrastructure.
HANAC and Mega Development
LLC’s development approach
focuses on providing housing

integrated with services, helping
residents achieve stability and age
in place.
“HANAC was founded in
Astoria in 1972, it is our Ikos,
our home. With the ever-growing
older adult population, HANAC
is delighted and proud to provide
Senior Affordable Housing to the
Astoria Community and throughout NYC,” said HANAC, Inc.
Executive Director Stacy Bliagos.
“Affordable Housing is essential
for our older community members
to age with dignity, respect, and
in place. This project will offer
residents a Community Center and
open space for outdoor activities,
something that COVID-19 has
highlighted as essential. We are
thrilled and honored to work with
our partners Mega and SLCE
and we thank HPD for this opportunity.”
“Mega has a deep history and
commitment to Astoria. We are
thrilled to build upon our great
relationship with HANAC and
SLCE Architects to develop this
project,” said Mega Principal Hercules Argyriou. “As the pandemic
has shown, safe and secure affordable senior housing is critical. We
thank HPD for the opportunity to
deliver this extraordinary project
to the senior population of the City
and the Astoria community.”
Fulfilling the City’s Commitment
to Seniors
The site also advances the City’s
Seniors First initiative to serve
30,000 senior households through
the City’s housing plan by 2026.
To meet the needs of New York’s
growing population of seniors living on fixed incomes, the City’s is
making significant investments
to make more homes accessible
to seniors and people with disabilities; build new 100 percent
affordable developments on underused NYCHA, public and private
sites; and preserve existing senior
housing developments. Through
Seniors First, HPD and the New
York City Housing Authority are
committed to accelerating 100
percent affordable senior housing
developments on six public sites.

Rep. Maloney And Sen. Markey
Statement on Trump Effort to Freeze
Gun Violence Prevention Funding
Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (NY-12) and Senator Edward J. Markey (D-Mass.) released
the following statement after the
Trump Administration announced
a proposal to rescind $12.3 million
of the $12.5 million appropriated
in Fiscal Year 2021 for Firearm
Injury and Mortality Prevention
Research at the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC).
Rep. Maloney and Sen. Markey
were successful in securing $25
million each year in the past two
fiscal years for gun violence research at the CDC. Since 2013,
they have introduced the Gun
Violence Prevention Research Act,
which would fund research at the
CDC on firearms safety and gun
violence prevention at $50 million
per year for five years.
“This is one last, desperate attempt by Donald Trump, in service

to his gun lobby cronies, to claw
back vital funding for gun violence
prevention that Congress already
passed. Thankfully, this craven
move will go nowhere, and we
will soon begin working with the
Biden Administration to ensure
this funding stays in place. With
gun violence deaths on the rise
during the pandemic, now more
than ever, the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention needs
funding for gun violence prevention research. We will continue to
push for an increase in this funding and will be re-introducing the
Gun Violence Prevention Act this
Congress to make gun violence
research funding permanent for
the next five years. With a committed Biden Administration we
can make passing comprehensive
gun safety reform a priority this
Congress.”
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Attorney General James Files Lawsuit Against
The NYPD For Excessive Use of Force
(Continued from page 9)
present at this intersection
were arrested for violating curfew, and numerous
protesters were shoved or
hit with batons. The Bronx
District Attorney dismissed
all of the summonses issued
for disorderly conduct, unlawful assembly, and violating curfew arising out of the
Mott Haven protest.
Commissioner Shea later
commended police conduct
at Mott Haven and indicated
that the kettling was part of
a pre-planned tactic, stating that their execution was
“nearly flawless.” Mayor de
Blasio also later defended
the use of kettling at the
protests.
Extensive Violations of Federal and State Laws
Attorney General James
alleges that the City of New
York, Mayor de Blasio,
NYPD Commissioner Shea,
and NYPD Chief of Department Monahan — in their
capacities as the chief policy
makers for the NYPD —
failed to prevent and address the pattern or practice
of excessive force and false
arrests by officers against
peaceful protesters in violation of the First, Fourth, and
Fourteenth Amendments of
the United States Constitution, as well as under the
New York state Constitution
and New York’s common
law.
Relief
Attorney General James
is seeking broad injunctive relief to address these
longstanding and systemic
problems at the NYPD.
That relief includes, but is

not limited to, installing
a monitor to oversee the
NYPD’s policing tactics at
future protests and to oversee future compliance with
the law, as well as a host of
other reforms to address the
problematic policies and
training failures that are
outlined in the complaint.
Additionally, the lawsuit
seeks a court order declaring that the policies and
practices that the NYPD
used during these protests
were unlawful.
Attorney General James
would like to thank former United States Attorney
General Loretta Lynch;
Barry Friedman, the Jacob
D. Fuchsberg professor of
law and the founder and
faculty director of the Policing Project at the New
York University School of
Law; and Farhang Heydari,
the executive director of the
Policing Project; for their
support and guidance in this
ongoing investigation.
This lawsuit is being
handled by Bureau Chief
Jessica Clarke of the Civil
Rights Bureau, Assistant
Attorney General Lillian
Marquez of the Civil Rights
Bureau, Special Counsel
Morenike Fajana of the Executive Division, Assistant
Attorney General Travis
England of the Civil Rights
Bureau, Chief Investigator
Oliver Pu-Folkes, Assistant
Attor ney General Greg
Morril of the Public Integrity Bureau, Assistant Solicitor General Philip Levitz
of the Division for Appeals
and Opinions, and Deputy
Solicitor General Anisha
Dasgupta of the Division for

Appeals and Opinions. The
Civil Rights Bureau is a part
of the Division for Social
Justice, which is overseen
by Chief Deputy Attorney
General Meghan Faux. The
Public Integrity Bureau is
a part of the Division for
Criminal Justice, overseen
by Chief Deputy Attorney
General Jose Maldonado.
The Division for Appeals
and Opinions is overseen by
Solicitor General Barbara
Underwood. Both the Division for Social Justice and
the Division for Criminal
Justice are overseen by First
Deputy Attorney General
Jennifer Levy.
The investigation and a
preliminary report detailing the NYPD’s response
to the protests was also
handled by: Stacy Aronowitz, Kristen Bitetto, Steven
Broomer, Rachel Castro,
Anushua Choudhury, Harry
Czosnykowski, William
Fitzgerald, Jason Fuhrman,
Erica Gilles, Elena Goldstein, Joe Graham, Jaclyn
Grodin, Akram Hasanov,
Kiran Heer, Ismael Hernandez, Bridget HolohanScally, Jarret Hova, Melissa
Kaplan, Michael Leahy,
Christopher Marshall, Sharon Martin, Jasmine McAllister, John McManus, Brian
Metz, Francisca Montana,
Brianna Parks, John Petro,
Kate Powers, Steve Pratt,
Larry Riccio, Karon Richardson, Sylvia Rivera, Barbara Sherman, Chansoo
Song, Megan Thorsfeldt,
Brooke Tucker, Nick Viorst,
Casandra Walker, Peter
Washburn, Melanie Weniger, Jonathan Werberg, and
John Wood.

Suozzi Votes to Impeach President Trump
President Must Be Held
Accountable
Congressman Tom
Suozzi (D-Long Island,
Queens) issued the following statement after voting to
impeach President Donald
Trump:
“Former Congressman
Tom Lantos, a Holocaust
Survivor, would often say:
‘The veneer of civilization
is paper thin. We are its
guardians, and we can never
rest.’ I was in the Capitol
Chamber on January 6th
when we were told to take
out the gas masks as rioters breached the doors and

gunshots rang through the
Capitol.
Thousands of people
– criminals - desecrated
our Capitol, breaking in
windows and doors, attacking our brave officers
and vandalized off ices.
Rioters wearing army fatigues, waved Confederate
and Trump flags, donned
Nazi swastikas and I saw
one man who wore a shirt
saying, ‘Camp Auschwitz
– Staff.’
President Trump instigated this and must be held
accountable. The President’s duty is to protect our
Republic and its people.

Yet, he built a mob, filled it
with lies, and encouraged
it to ‘fight to stop the steal.’
Now we hear intelligence
reports that thousands of
armed militias and white
supremacists are planning
to come again on or before
January 20th.
My colleagues, my
friends on both sides of the
aisle. We must together call
upon the President to denounce this violence, to tell
his supporters to stay home
and to ensure a peaceful
transition of power.
Mr. President, you have
not put America first and
now you must be removed.”

Attorney General James Responds to President
Trump’s Latest Round of Pardons and Commutations
New York Attorney
General Letitia James this
morning released the following statement in response to President Donald
Trump using his presidential authority to issue 143
pardons and commutations
in his final hours as president:
“President Donald Trump

started his administration
with unethical behavior
and he will end it no differently. The 143 pardons and
commutations, issued in the
twilight hours of the Trump
Administration, perfectly
sum up what this lame-duck
president has always been
about: favoritism towards
those who show absolute

loyalty to Donald Trump.
At noon today, the Trump
presidency and this national
nightmare will finally be
over. In a matter of hours,
the rule of law will be restored and our nation will
begin to heal from four
years of abuse, corruption,
and hate. We are all counting down the minutes.”

Rep.
Maloney
Applauds
Healthcare
Heroes at
Javits Center
Administering
COVID-19
Vaccine,
Addresses Roll
Out Issues
Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney (NY-12)
visited the Javits Center
to thank the nurses and
doctors administering the
COVID-19 vaccine to eligible New Yorkers. After
the visit, Rep. Maloney
relea sed t he follow i ng
statement.
“I applaud the healthcare workers and the National Guard at the Javits
Center for their tireless
efforts to make sure that
every single New Yorker
in the 1A and 1B categories can get the vaccine
as soon as possible. The
nurses and doctors at the
Javits Center — as well as
those at other vaccination
centers — are critical to
New York City’s recovery
from the COVID-19 crisis.
I have been working with
both the Mayor and Governor to address roll out
issues and increase vaccination sites in New York
City to make sure that all
New Yorkers who want a
vaccine can receive one.
“D u r i ng t he ea rly
months of the pandemic,
the Javits Center served
a s a n eme rge ncy f ield
hospital, and I applaud
Governor Andrew Cuomo
opening it now as a mass
vacci nat ion hub at t he
convention center. Since
last March, our healthcare
heroes have been on the
frontlines every day keeping New Yorkers safe and
healthy. We have a long
road ahead of us on our
city’s path to recover y,
but w it h t wo ef fect ive
vaccines and more in the
approval process, I feel
an immense sense of hope
and gratitude.”

LEGAL NOTICES
Notice is hereby given that an
order entered by the Civil Court,
Queens County, on the 13th
day of January, 2021, bearing
Index Number NC-00066720/QU, a copy of which may
be examined at the Office of
the Clerk, located at 89-17
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
New York 11435, grants me
(us) the right to: Assume the
name of (First) EVERLY (Last)
FENG; My present name is
(First) TINGTING (Last) FENG,
AKA TING TING FENG; The
city and state of my present
address are Fresh Meadows,
NY; My place of birth is CHINA;
and, the month and year of
my birth are August 1998.
1/21/2021.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2021
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File No.: 2019-2328/A
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To:
Tommy L. Williams, Sr.
Keith Williams,
Danny Williams,
Margaret Harvey,
Armedia J. Parker,
Rutha T. Lavender,
Betty Whittington,
Wendell Williams,
Sharon Williams,
J ohnnie M aud Troutman
Rumph,
Warren E. Shaw,
Willer R. Ward,
John L. Williams,
Reginald Williams,
Harmon B. Williams, Jr.,
Jackie B. Shaw,
Attorney General of the State
of New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at
law and assignees of SABRINA
SHAW, deceased, or their
estates, if any there be, whose
names, places of residence
and post office addresses are
unknown to the petitioner and
cannot with due diligence be
ascertained.
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Charles Guidice, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate of
SABRINA SHAW, deceased,
who at the time of death was
a resident of 2423 North 51st
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19131.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens
C o u n t y, w h o m a i n t a i n s
her office at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens
County, New York 11435, as
Ancillary Administrator of the
Estate of SABRINA SHAW,
deceased, you and each of
you are hereby cited to show
cause before the Surrogate
at the Surrogate’s Court of
the County of Queens, to be
held at the Queens General
Courthouse, 6th Floor, 88-11
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
City and State of New York, on
the 25th day of February, 2021
at 9:30 o’clock in the forenoon,
why the Account of Proceedings
of the Public Administrator of
Queens County, as Ancillary
Administrator of the Estate
of said deceased, a copy of
which is attached, should
not be judicially settled, and
why the Surrogate should not
fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $20,355.83 and that the
Court fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on
this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the

within accounting; and why the
Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules A,
A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account, as
the fair and reasonable amount
payable to the Office of the
Public Administrator for the
expenses of said office pursuant
to S.C.P.A. §1106(3); and why
the Ancillary Letters issued
to the Public Administrator
should not be revoked and
Limited Letters of Administration
be is sued to t he Public
Administrator; and why each of
you claiming to be a distributee
of the decedent should not
establish proof of your kinship;
and why the balance of said
funds should not be paid to said
alleged distributees upon proof
of kinship, or deposited with
the Commissioner of Finance
of the City of New York should
said alleged distributees default
herein, or fail to establish proof
of kinship.
Dated, Attested and Sealed
17th day of December, 2020
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
JAMES LIM BECKER
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
T H E CO U RT H O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
1/21,28,2/4&11/2021
Notice of Formation of Limited
Par tnership (L.P.) Name:
Biltmore Realty Associates
L.P.Cer tif icate of Limited
Partnership filed with the
Department of State of New
York: 11/16/20 Office location:
County of Queens Purpose:
Any and all lawful activities The
names and business address
or residence street address
of each general partner is
available from the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY).
The latest date upon which
the limited partnership is to
dissolve is: 12/31/2068 SSNY
is designated as agent of
the LP upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of
process to: 50 West 17th
Street New York, NY 10011.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18,&25/2021

THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2021
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Notice of Formation of TRUV11
LLC, a domestic LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
12/4/2020. Office location:
QUEENS County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

SUPERCELL SYSTEMS
LLC filed Arts. of Org. with
the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/8/2020. Office:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served and
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 34-18 Northern Blvd,
Ste 321, Long Island City, NY
11101. Purpose: any lawful act.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021

GT Home Buyers LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 11/20/2020.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 10318 127th St., Richmond Hill,
NY 11419. General Purpose.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

87-30 132ND STREET LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 11/16/20. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, c/o Douglas P. Mayer,
Esq., 114 Old Country Road,
Suite 248, Mineola, NY 11501.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021

and why each of you claiming to
be a distributee of the decedent
should not establish proof
of your kinship; and why the
balance of said funds should
not be paid to said alleged
distributees upon proof of
kinship, or deposited with the
Commissioner of Finance of
the City of New York should
said alleged distributees default
herein, or fail to establish proof
of kinship.
Dated, Attested and Sealed
17th day of December, 2020
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
JAMES LIM BECKER
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS S ERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
T H E CO U RT H O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
1/14,21,28&2/4/2021

Notice of Formation of DMIA
SERVICES LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/11/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 87-42, 144th Street,
Briarwood, NY 11435-3126.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/17,24,31/2020,1/7,14&21/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
APT. 4 LLC Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/09/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 20-65 41st
Street, Apt 1, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/24,31/2020,1/7,14,21&28/2021

File No.: 2019-13/B
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To:
Judith Engelsberg,
Donna Jean Cohen,
Attorney General of the State
of New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at
law and assignees of HOPE
ENGELSBERG, deceased,
or their estates, if any there
be, whose names, places
of residence and post office
addresses are unknown to the
petitioner and cannot with due
diligence be ascertained
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Arthur Terranova, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate
of HOPE ENGELSBERG,
deceased, who at the time of
death was a resident of 121-06
109th Avenue, Unit C1, South
Ozone Park, NY 11420, in the
County of Queens, State of
New York.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens
C o u n t y, w h o m a i n t a i n s
her office at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens
County, New York 11435, as
Administrator of the Estate
of HOPE ENGELSBERG,
deceased, you and each of you
are hereby cited to show cause
before the Surrogate at the
Surrogate’s Court of the County
of Queens, to be held at the
Queens General Courthouse,
6th Floor, 88 -11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, City and
State of New York, on the 18th
day of February, 2021 at 9:30
o’clock in the forenoon, why the
Account of Proceedings of the
Public Administrator of Queens
County, as Administrator of
the Estate of said deceased,
a copy of which is attached,
should not be judicially settled,
and why the Surrogate should
not fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $9,737.98 and that the Court
fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on
this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the
within accounting; and why the
Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules A,
A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account,
as the fair and reasonable
amount payable to the Office
of the Public Administrator for
the expenses of said office
pursuant to S.C.P.A. §1106(3);

Notice of Formation of 1352
Commerce B LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/22/20. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o The LLC, 450 Zerega
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Notice of Formation of
Guildford Four LLC. Ar ts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of
S t at e of N Y (S S N Y ) o n
12/11/20. Of fice location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, P.O. Box 864045,
R i d g e w o o d , N Y 113 8 6 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021
365 BAY SHORE
INDUSTRIAL LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
11/10/20. Of f ice: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, c/o Criterion
Group LLC, 28-18 Steinway
Street, Astoria, NY 11103.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/17,24,31/2020,1/7,14&21/2021
Borough Services Apparel
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
11/16/2020. Cty: Queens.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against may be
served & shall mail process
to 168 04 110 rd., Queens,
NY 11433. General Purpose.
12/17,24,31/2020,1/7,14&21/2021
Triplepoint Development LLC
Art. of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 9/21/2020. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, 50-15 39th Street, Apt.
1C Sunnyside, NY 11104.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021

Notice of Formation of NO
HANDOUTS LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 11/23/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 167-20 144th
Drive, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Notice of Formation of EAT
WELL. FEED WELL., LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/04/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 80-54 257th
Street, Floral Park, NY 11004.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
3432 71 Realty LLC, Arts of Org
filed with SSNY on 12/15/20.
Off. Loc.: Queens County,
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 204 Central Blvd, New
Hyde Park, NY 11040. Purpose:
to engage in any lawful act.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Fusion100 LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 12/18/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to 102-30 66th
Rd., Ste. 5E, Forest Hills,
NY 11375. General Purpose.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Sujany Enterprises LLC Auth.
filed w/ SSNY on 12/22/20.
O f f ic e: Q ueens C o. LLC
formed in DE on 12/17/20.
SSNY designated as agent
for proc ess & shall mail
to: 43-01 37th St., LIC, NY
11101. DE addr. of LLC: 8
The Green, #R, Dover, DE
19901. Cert. of Form. filed
w/ DE Sec of State, 401
Federal St, #4, Dover, DE
19901. Purpose: any lawful.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

Notice of Formation of 215th
Street Real Property LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/11/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, 38-02 214th Place,
Bayside, NY 11361-2122.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
Notice of Formation of LEGIT
SOAPS LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 12/28/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o The
LLC, 67- 41 Kissena Blvd,
Apt 5C, Flushing, NY 11367.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
Notice of Formation of
MANORLAV LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/05/2021.
O f f i c e l o c at i o n: Q u e e ns
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: c/o The LLC,
10 0 G r e e n w ay Te r r a c e,
Fo r e s t H i l l s , N Y 11375 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
R & A Funding, LLC filed w/
SSNY 4/10/17 Off. in Queens
Co. SSNY desig. as agt. of
LLC whom process may be
served & shall mail process
to the LLC, 97-13 Springfield
Blvd, Fl. 1st, Queens Village,
NY 11429. The reg. agt. is
Irene N. Nwanyanwu at same
address. Any lawful purpose.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021
Notice of Formation of UNITED
BROTHERS EMPIRE LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
12/09/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, 118-34 201 Place,
Saint A lbans, NY 11412.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
YIANNIS BURGER LLC ,
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 01/07/2021. Office
loc: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: Chris
Giannakas, 32-06 84th Street,
East Elmhurst, NY 11370.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
112 S T R E E T G B L L C , a
domest ic LLC. A r t s. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
10/28/2020. Office location:
QUEENS County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/24,31/2020,1/7,14,21&28/2021
Notice of Formation of MAMAS
COCINA LLC, a domestic LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 12/04/2020. Office location:
QUEENS County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 11309 14th Road, Fl
1, College Point, NY 11356.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/24,31/2020,1/7,14,21&28/2021
Notice of Formation of C&L
ELITE BEVERAGES L.L.C.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/25/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 86-92 208 Street,
Queens Village, NY 11427.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

Northern 167 Property LLC,
Arts of Org filed with SSNY on
10/13/20. Off. Loc.: Queens
County, SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of process to: The LLC,
38- 08 Union St, Ste 13B,
Flushing, NY 11354. Purpose:
to engage in any lawful act.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
KASIMORE CATERING LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/01/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, 116 -18 Inwood
Street, Jamaica, NY 11436.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
Notice of Formation of 17237
125 AVE LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 07/20/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 135-14 127 Street,
South Ozone Park, NY 11420.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
ARVANITIS CPA, PLLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 25-31 Astoria
Boulevard, Astoria, NY 11102.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
ARVANITIS CPA, PLLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 25-31 Astoria
Boulevard, Astoria, NY 11102.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
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Fraud Prevention Workshop

Asian Americans for Equality
(AAFE) held a workshop recently to
educate the public, especially senior
citizens in the Chinese Community,
about scams and fraud prevention.
Queens District Attorney
Melinda Katz joined the workshop

to speak about the resources this
office provides for victims. If you
or someone you know has been
a victim of a fraud-related crime
targeting senior citizens, contact
our Elder Fraud Bureau at 718-2866578. We’re here to help.

Suozzi And Labor Caucus Kicks
Off With AFL-CIO President
Trumka And AFT President
Randi Weingarten

(Continued from page 2)
Workers First Agenda that starts
with passing the PRO Act for
worker empowerment, worker
safety, good union jobs, racial
justice and economic security.”
“I want to thank Representatives Suozzi, Norcross, Dingell,
Horsford, Pocan and Sánchez for
all that they have done to bring
together a dynamic Labor Caucus
to seize the moment and champion a legislative agenda that puts
power and prosperity in the hands

of working people,” said AFT
President Randi Weingarten. “In
this time of deep national crisis,
there’s no more essential task
than protecting democracy and
delivering the relief and tools for
workers to thrive. The path to a
better America runs through the
labor movement, as the largest
organized force for equality and
justice. With this united caucus
in place, we can repair our frayed
national fabric and place workers’ concerns at the center of our
debates and decision-making.”
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