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Northeast Queens United Against Transit 
Authority’s Bus Elimination Proposal

Suozzi, Meng, Liu, Comrie, Braunstein, Grodenchik, and Vallone hold press 
conference demanding more public meetings in community. See story on page 2.

In midst of ‘Terrible Flu Season,’ 
it’s not too late, Get the Vaccine

     The Centers for Disease Control reports that the 2019-20 flu 
season has been particularly severe compared to past years. The 
dominant virus for this flu season has been influenza strain B/
Victoria, which has proven especially dangerous for children 
and young adults. 
     It is not too late to get a flu shot. It takes two weeks for a 
shot to provide full immunity, everyone is urged to get one now 
in order to protect them for the rest of the season.

COLD AND FLU SYMPTOMS 

Fever, aches, and chills are common flu symptoms.
     You don’t have to have all of these symptoms to have the 
flu. If you’re experiencing any symptoms, like the ones listed 
below. Each symptom has a specific cause and can point to 
a cold or the flu, sometimes both. The symptoms are: Nasal 
Congestion, Sinus Congestion, Fever, Headache, Cough, Sore 
Throat Pain, Body Aches, Runny Nose, Sneezing, and Chest 
Congestion, if you have any of these symptoms’ don’t wait 
for things to get worse—see your doctor as soon as possible.

Moya Attends New York Committee for 
Occupational Safety and Health’s Nail 

Salon Worker School Graduation 

Pictured above is Councilmember Francisco Moya congratulating the students that 
just graduated from the New York Committee for Occupational Safety and Health’s Nail 
Salon Worker School, some were from the Corona community. Five hundred people 
have now graduated from this amazing program and I couldn’t be happier for them or 
more proud to help fund this incredible initiative. Moya said, “He is so proud these 
women pictured above who put in so much hard work and dedication to graduate.”

Van Bramer Drops Out of Queens 
Borough President Race 

     Now there are seven in the race 
for Queens Borough President 
since Councilman Jimmy Van 
Bramer announced on Tuesday he 
was ending his run for the office. 
He was the first one to launch his 
candidacy for Queens borough 
president back in May 2019, but in 
an early morning campaign email 
to his supporters he made the an-
nouncement. 
     His exit leaves seven candidates 

in the running for the March 24 
special election to replace Melinda 
Katz, the borough’s newly-in-
stalled Queens District Attorney, 
as of now the seven candidates are: 
Donovan Richards, Jim Quinn, 
Costa Constantinides, Elizabeth 
Crowley, Danniel Maio, Dao Yin 
and Anthony Miranda, 
     Van Bramer wrote, “Prioritiz-
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Northeast Queens United Against Transit 
Authority’s Bus Elimination Proposal

(Continued from page 1)

     In response to community 
concerns, Congressman Tom 
Suozzi (D – Long Island, Queens), 
Congresswoman Grace Meng (D 
– Queens), New York State Sena-
tor John Liu, New York Senator 
Leroy Comrie, Assemblyman 
Ed Braunstein, Council Member 
Barry Grodenchik, and Council 
Member Paul Vallone held their 
first press conference together 
as a group, demanding that the 
MTA shelve their ill-conceived 
“Queens Bus Network Redesign 
Draft Plan” and hold community 
workshops and meetings through-
out northeast Queens.
     When the MTA announced 
their plan, there was an immedi-
ate community uproar from the 
residents of Whitestone, Bay 
Terrace, Bayside, Little Neck, 
Douglaston, North Shore Towers, 
Glen Oaks, Floral Park, Bellerose, 
Queens Village, and other areas 
in Queens. The elected officials 
reached out to the MTA and se-
cured two community workshops 
and are demanding additional 
workshops and community meet-
ings, as well. 
     “Northeast Queens is already 
a ‘transit desert’. The MTA’s pro-
posed redesign of the bus routes 
in northeast Queens would be 
devastating to my constituents 
who live and work here. These 
proposed cuts would make it 
impossible for those who do not 
drive to get to work or the doctor,” 
said Congressman Tom Suozzi. 
“Congestion pricing was sold to 
the residents of Northeast Queens 
as a way to generate revenue for 
improved public transit here. The 
New York City Transit Author-
ity must use congestion pricing 
revenues to improve service to 
this area and not reduce it. I will 
do everything I can to ensure that 
transit officials listen to the con-
cerns of the community.”
     “The cuts that the MTA has 
proposed to bus service in North-
east Queens are misguided and 
wrong, and the original plan of not 
providing area residents with an 
opportunity to make their voices 
heard was extremely unfair,” said 
Congresswoman Grace Meng. 
“These two workshops that are 
now scheduled to be held next 

month will be critical in showing 
how our community feels about 
the MTA’s intention to reduce 
service. I encourage all who are 
impacted to come out and sound 
off about the plan. The public’s 
input will be crucial. Northeast 
Queens does not have access to 
subways. People residing in the 
area depend heavily on buses, and 
greater investments must be made. 
I look forward to the upcoming 
workshops and will continue to 
work closely with my government 
colleagues to ensure that northeast 
neighborhoods in our borough 
have the public transportation they 
need and deserve.”
     “Overhauling Queens bus 
service will have a huge impact 
in Queens, where in most places, 
buses are the only form of public 
transportation available,” said 
Senator John Liu, member of the 
Senate Transportation Committee. 
“The draft plan proposes signifi-
cant changes to local and express 
bus services in our community, 
and many people have already 
voiced their understandable dis-
may over service cuts. In the end, 
the new bus plan must increase the 
number of residents taking buses, 
not drive people back to driving, 
and we will demand practical and 
common-sense revisions to the 
draft plan. The MTA can start 
with a revenue neutral approach 
systemwide, but in Queens and 
especially in areas like northeast 
Queens where subways and other 
transit options don’t exist, there 
must be a significant net gain 
and additional investments in 
bus service, especially in light of 
impending congestion pricing.”
     “I have been working closely 
with my colleagues to update the 
public on NYCT’s Queens Bus 
Network Redesign initiative, and 
I am pleased that we were success-
ful in securing additional work-
shop opportunities for the public,” 
said Senator Leroy Comrie, Chair-
person of the Senate Committee 
on Corporations, Authorities, and 
Commissions (which oversees the 
MTA). “Speeding up our buses 
and improving system wide con-
nectivity is critical to the long-
term success of the MTA’s bus 
operations, but it is imperative that 
this redesign is driven by public 
input and that we are addressing 

the needs of our constituencies 
borough-wide. We will continue 
to work diligently as this process 
continues.”  
     “I appreciate that the MTA has 
agreed to add two workshops in 
our community so that Northeast 
Queens residents can express their 
concerns about the bus network 
redesign proposal. However, the 
proposed gutting of express bus 
service in Northeast Queens dur-
ing off-peak hours and on week-
ends is simply unacceptable,” said 
Assemblyman Ed Braunstein. 
“Many express bus riders have no 
other public transportation options 
for commuting to Manhattan and 
would instead be forced to drive. 
Additionally, a significant number 
of riders are seniors and these 
express bus routes are their only 
option for travel to their doctor’s 
appointments in Manhattan.”
     “Residents of the council 
district that I represent, the only 
district in the entire city without 
train service, live near no public 
transportation except for buses,” 
said Council Member Barry S. 
Grodenchik.  “Yet the MTA’s 
initial workshop schedule did not 
include any sessions in Eastern 
Queens.  Now that the MTA has 
heard from me and from other 
local elected officials, the work-
shops set up for Eastern Queens 
will give residents a chance to 
provide feedback.”
     “In the days since the MTA an-
nounced its Queens Bus Network 
Redesign, my office continues to 
receive complaints from North-
east Queens residents concerned 
with elements of the draft plan, 
including the proposed slashes to 
express bus service,” said Coun-
cil Member Paul Vallone. “In 
Northeast Queens, where there 
is no subway access and limited 
public transportation options for 
commuters, the MTA should be 
increasing and improving bus  
service, not creating a more  
desolate transportation desert. I 
am pleased to have worked with 
my fellow elected officials to 
bring the MTA to the neighbor-
hood for a public workshop with 
our Northeast Queens residents, 
who rely on our city’s bus network 
every day and deserve a seat at the 
table. I am hopeful for revisions to 
this plan.”

ing my responsibilities as a son 
and brother is where my attention 
needs to be right now. And so I am 
ending my campaign today. While 
this is a difficult decision, this is 
the right one for me and my family 

at this time.”
     Van Bramer, who is term-
limited in 2021, ran on a platform 
of equal justice for marginalized 
communities, supporting Queens 
arts and culture and serving as a 
check on real estate developers.
     Whoever wins the March 24 

special election will serve in the 
position for just nine months, THE 
CITY reported. A June primary 
election and November general 
election will decide who serves as 
Queens borough president for the 
year 2021, which would’ve been 
the last year of Katz’s term.

Van Bramer Drops Out of Queens Borough President Race

NYC Charter School Center Statement On  
Governor Cuomo’s Budget

     James Merriman, New York 
City Charter School Center CEO, 
released the following statement 
on Governor Cuomo’s budget, 
which would allow new high-
quality public charter schools to 
expand in the five boroughs. The 
Governor has proposed allowing 
charters that have been previously 
granted to schools that have since 

closed to be used to open schools 
in perpetuity under the existing 
cap:  
     “This is a positive development 
in a conversation that must be had 
this session in order to resume 
the opening of more great public 
charter schools. We are grateful 
for Governor Cuomo’s ongoing 
commitment to giving all of New 

York’s children the opportunity 
to attend a public school of their 
choice.”
     About the New York City Char-
ter School Center - The New York 
City Charter School Center is an 
independent nonprofit committed 
to fostering an environment in 

(Continued on page 5)
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest 
Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the 
heart of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a 
destination that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will 
be sure to be back again and again for one the city’s Best 
Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients 
and attention to detail served by our professional staff. 
Park Side is also happy to host your next function with 
our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

Queens Elected Officials Demand Answers About  
Harassment And Sexual Assault of Students at  

Marie Curie Middle School (M.S. 158) in Bayside
Meng, Vallone, Liu, Grodenchik, 
Koo, Rozic and Braunstein send 
letter to NYC Schools Chancellor 

     Queens elected officials – U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng, Councilman 
Paul Vallone, State Senator John 
Liu, Councilman Barry Groden-
chik, Councilman Peter Koo, and 
Assemblymembers Nily Rozic 
and Ed Braunstein – announced 
that they sent a letter to New York 
City Schools Chancellor Richard 
Carranza demanding answers 
about reports of harassment and 
sexual assault of students at Marie 
Curie Middle School (M.S. 158) 
in Bayside.
     According to recent reports, 
school personnel did little to ad-
dress the sexual harassment of an 
eighth grader, and failed to stop 
an attack in which a 13-year-old 
student was beaten. In addition, 
another student was reportedly 
sexually abused when a class-
mate forcibly put his finger in his 
rectum.
     “These reported incidents 
are horrifying, and the apparent 
lack of action is deeply troubling 
and absolutely unacceptable,” 
said Congresswoman Meng. “No 
student should be subjected to 
harassment and violence at school. 
Our schools must be safe and wel-
coming environments for each and 
every student. When students are 
in school, they should be focused 

on learning, not worrying about 
their safety. Chancellor Carranza 
must immediately address the is-
sues we’ve raised, and I await his 
reply to our letter. As the mother 
of two young boys who attend lo-
cal public schools, I firmly believe 
that nothing is more important 
than ensuring the safety of our 
children.” 
     “As a representative and a par-
ent, I am deeply disturbed by the 
recent incidents that have taken 
place at M.S. 158,” said Council-
man Vallone. “When Chancellor 
Carranza comes to District 26 on 
Thursday, we expect answers and 
a clear action plan for this troubled 
school.”
     “Students must feel safe and 
secure in their classrooms, and 
parents and teachers must trust 
that schools and the Department of 
Education will address problems 
swiftly, effectively and fairly,” said 
State Senator Liu. “Recent reports 
from this middle school indicate 
that procedures are not firmly 
in place to deal with incidents of 
harassment. We are ready to work 
with the school community and 
DOE to improve their response 
and ensure our school children can 
learn without fear.”
     “The Education Depart-
ment must have zero tolerance 
for harassment or violence in 
our schools,” said Councilman 
Grodenchik. “Every student has 

a right to learn in a safe environ-
ment.” 
     “It must be the first priority of 
the DOE to ensure the safety and 
security of all children within its 
walls,” said Councilman Koo. 
“Concerns of harassment of any 
kind must be treated with the 
utmost sincerity and sensitivity 
so that our students, parents and 
teachers can remain confident in 
the integrity of our school system.” 
     “The reports coming out of 
M.S. 158 Marie Curie send an 
alarming message that students’ 
safety is in jeopardy,” said As-
semblywoman Rozic. “Families 
deserve peace of mind in knowing 
that their children’s safety is of the 
utmost priority and that no effort is 
spared to ensure appropriate steps 
are being taken to hold individu-
als accountable. I look forward to 
the completion of DOE’s ongoing 
investigation and working with my 
colleagues to identify a solution 
that strengthens student protec-
tions and restores stability within 
the school.”
     “I am deeply concerned by 
reports of bullying, harassment, 
and sexual assault at M.S. 158,” 
said Assemblyman Braunstein. 
“I join with my colleagues in 
demanding answers from DOE 
on what changes will be made 
to ensure that our students can 
learn in a secure and supportive 
environment.”

Meeks and New York Delegation Announce Bill to Help  
Relieve Taxi Medallion Owners of Debt

     Congressman Gregory Meeks 
unveiled legislation that would 
help provide some financial relief 
for taxi medallion owners by not 
considering debt forgiveness they 
receive as income. He was joined 
by Members of the New York City 
and Long Island delegations, State 
and City elected officials, the Taxi 
Workers Alliance (TWA), and 
Representatives Carolyn Maloney, 
Nydia Velazquez, State Senator 
Jessica Ramos; Council Mem-
bers Ydanis Rodriguez, Mark 
Levine, Stephen T. Levin, and 
Brad Lander; Assembly Members 
Michael DenDekker and Alicia 
Hyndman; Executive Director of 
the New York Taxi Workers Al-
liance Bhairavi Desai, and Scott 
A. Shay, Chairman of the Board 
at Signature Bank. The bill, H.R. 
5617, is cosponsored by the entire 
NYC delegation, and is bipartisan 
with the support of Rep. Peter 
King.
     Several thousand drivers are 
burdened by medallion debt which 
can run over a million dollars, and 
nearly a thousand have already 
filed for bankruptcy. In total, taxi 
drivers owe hundreds of millions 
of dollars on their medallions 
while the price of a medallion 
has fallen about 80% since 2014. 
People of color and immigrants in 
particular have been effected by 
the precipitous drop in the value 
of a taxi medallion. 
     Some private lenders, notably 
Signature Bank, have forgiven 
debt owed by medallion holders. 
However, under current law, this 
debt relief would qualify as tax-
able income, making taxi drivers 
liable for five or six-digit tax bills. 

The “Tax Relief for Taxi Drivers 
Act” would ensure that debt relief 
would be excluded from gross 
income for tax calculations.
     “Taxi drivers in New York were 
sold a false promise and placed 
into what’s become a debt trap 
they couldn’t have anticipated. 
Some financial institutions are 
doing the right thing by forgiving 
this crippling debt, but because 
that relief is considered income by 
the federal government, medallion 
owners are further burdened by 
enormous tax bills. This legisla-
tion is an important step towards 
justice for taxi drivers who’ve 
unfairly been burdened by enor-
mous debt,” said Rep. Gregory 
W. Meeks.
     “Taxicab drivers face suffo-
cating, unsustainable debt from 
purchasing medallions.  We need 
to use every tool at our disposal 
to assist them, which is why I’ve 
previously written the City calling 
for the creation of an assistance 
fund, a step that seems increas-
ingly feasible. It would be a sad 
irony if assistance from that fund 
were counted as taxable income 
and these New Yorkers who’ve 
already suffered so much ended 
up with an enormous tax liability. 
That’s why I’m proud to cosponsor 
Rep. Meeks’ bill to prevent this 
outcome. I look forward to work-
ing with all my colleagues going 
forward to provide meaningful 
help to medallion holders,” said 
Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez.
     “After years of predatory lend-
ing and inflated medallion prices, 
our city’s yellow cabs became 
financial traps for thousands of 
drivers. And those hurt most are 

disproportionately immigrants 
and people of color. It’s past time 
we make these hardworking New 
Yorkers whole. The Tax Relief 
for Taxi Drivers Act will make 
sure that defrauded New York 
taxi drivers will get the debt relief 
they need and deserve and not face 
absurd IRS tax bills. I’m proud 
to join my friend and colleague 
Congressman Meeks on this much 
needed bill and thank him for his 
leadership,” said Rep. Carolyn B. 
Maloney.
     “Taxi drivers have worked 
tirelessly for decades to serve 
New Yorkers. They have been an 
essential part of our city and have 
played by the rules. They have 
hit hard times through no fault of 
their own. These struggling driv-
ers and medallion owners do not 
deserve to have their livelihoods 
ripped away from them. They 
desperately need assistance and 
we must step-up to help stop the 
suffering, and ease this crisis. I 
am committed to doing everything 
possible to accomplish that critical 
goal, and the Tax Relief for Taxi 
Drivers Act is an important effort 
towards providing relief for those 
who are hit with unfair tax bills. 
I’m proud to support this legisla-
tion and will work with Congress-
man Meeks to move it through the 
House,” said Rep. Grace Meng.
     “Taxi drivers across New York 
have endured crippling financial 
hardship over the past six years. 
In their pursuit of the American 
dream, taxi drivers were instead 
crushed by unconscionable loans 
and high tax burdens. Congress-

Northeast Queens Elected Officials 
Call on Chancellor Carranza to Hold 

Public Meeting on School Safety
     Northeast Queens elected of-
ficials announced today that they 
are calling on Chancellor Car-
ranza to hold a public meeting on 
school safety. This demand fol-
lows a January 16th Department of 
Education Town Hall meeting in 
District 26, in which the Chancel-
lor failed to address questions and 
concerns about reported incidents 
of sexual assault and violence at 
MS 158Q Marie Curie. 
     In a letter to Chancellor Car-
ranza dated January 20, 2020, the 
elected officials called it “incon-
ceivable” that he did not address 
the serious questions about school 
safety at MS 158Q. The elected 
officials demanded that Chancel-
lor Carranza schedule an evening 
public meeting as soon as pos-
sible to address the misconduct, 
and they referenced a prior letter 
sent earlier in the month outlin-
ing several open questions about 
the DOE’s protocols in handling 
sexual assault in schools.
     “Our students, parents and 
teachers deserve answers from the 
Department of Education when 
it comes to school safety,” said 
State Senator John Liu, Chair of 
the NYS Senate Committee on 
NYC Education. “It was simply 
shocking that Chancellor Car-
ranza could hold a town hall 
meeting without ever addressing 
serious questions and concerns 
about reported incidents of as-
sault and sexual harassment. 
Chancellor Carranza must return 
to District 26 in short order and 
have a constructive dialogue with 
our community about these criti-
cal matters. It will be difficult for 
him to restore any trust without 
doing so.” 

     “I would never get up and 
abruptly walk out of a meeting like 
Chancellor Carranza did,” said 
Congresswoman Grace Meng. 
“Parents were not grandstanding. 
They were justifiably angry be-
cause they don’t believe their kids 
are safe in school.  By leaving, the 
chancellor failed to adequately 
address their concerns. Chancel-
lor Carranza must immediately 
schedule another meeting in Dis-
trict 26.” 
     “The recent reports of sexual 
assault and violence at MS 158 are 
alarming and require an in person 
response from the Chancellor,” 
said Assemblyman Edward C. 
Braunstein. “At the CDEC 26 
Town Hall Meeting on January 
16th, Chancellor Carranza failed 
to address community concerns 
and instead displayed a shocking 
lack of empathy by dismissing 
the parents of assault victims as 
‘grandstanding.’ I join with my 
colleagues in demanding that 
Chancellor Carranza return to 
CDEC 26 and directly answer 
questions from MS 158 families 
regarding these troubling inci-
dents.” 
     “Families deserve peace of 
mind in knowing that their chil-
dren’s education and well-being 
are of the utmost priority and that 
no effort is spared to ensure their 
safety in the classroom,” said As-
semblywoman Nily Rozic. “The 
situation unfolding at M.S. 158 
Marie Curie sends an alarming 
message of instability and the lack 
of direct communication from the 
DOE with parents is unacceptable. 
Chancellor Carranza failed to 

(Continued on page 10)
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Whirl With Merle

CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN DELIVERS 
WHEN IT COMES TO ERRORS by Merle Exit

     With Queens having so many 
restaurant cuisines to choose from 
I tend to go with California Pizza 
Kitchen for what I would term 
as “American Fusion.”   There 
are choices of menu items that 
have a touch of Asian, Italian, or 
Mexican.  
     I lean toward having a healthy, 
wholesome salad delivered; my 
favorite being their Cobb Salad 
containing: Nueske’s applewood 
smoked bacon, avocado, grilled 
chicken, tomatoes, chopped egg, 
fresh basil and Gorgonzola with 
housemade herb ranch or bleu 
cheese dressing. You can add beets 
at no added cost.  I was allowed to 
opt for feta cheese vs the gorg and 
chose bleu as the dressing.  How-
ever, having previously not car-
ing for the chicken portion being 
marinated, I requested it simply 
grilled.  Although you can opt for 
half a salad, I chose a whole one. 
It lasts for many meals!
     I had noticed that if you go 
online or go into the restaurant 
located at the former named Atlas 
Park, I could sign up for rewards 
and thus did so online.  The reward 
for signing up gave me a free small 
plate.  Unable to easily go to the 
restaurant, the option of picking 
up a coupon doesn’t work.  
     I first spoke with a person 
who handles take-out orders and 
then requested to speak with the 
manager on duty. I then spoke with 
Dustin and explained. Since the 
information was in their system he 
was able to include the item: Sweet 
Pea Carbonara: delicate pea-filled 
pasta purses, Nueske’s applewood 
smoked bacon and spinach with 
Parmesan cream and cracked black 
pepper. 
     I gave him my salad order 
with the specific changes and had 
someone living near me pick it 
up, paying cash as they don’t take 
credit cards over the phone.  The 
first thing I noticed was the receipt 
adding the price of the small plate.  
I phoned back to speak with the 
manager who admitted that there 
was a mistake in that although he 
took it off the tab, an error kept it 
on.  He not only apologized but of-
fered to return the cost.  I ask him 
if he meant that someone would 

come to my home and reimburse 
me?  “Yes, he said. It was my fault 
and I want to make it right.”
     While waiting, I opened the 
container of the salad to see the 
chicken having spices on it.  It had 
been marinated. I called again  He 
could not account for why that part 
of the request did not happen and 
was willing enough to take respon-
sibility for all of the mistakes by 
having the entire amount refunded.  
Gina, one of the staff handles 
many aspects at this location. She 
drove to my home (It’s less than 10 
minutes away), returned the money 
and provided me with the plain 
chicken portion as well. 
     Now, don’t go thinking that 
this experience will automati-
cally be one of yours if you use an 
angry tome or degrade any of the 
employees.  I deal with mistakes 
by simply asking, “How would 
you like to handle this situation”, 
or “What would you like to do in 
your capacity to correct it?” 

     As for the food….the Sweet 
Pea Carbonara with absolutely 
delicious!  Kind of like having dim 
sum Italian style.  
     Three slices of bread came 
with the meal.  I prepared a decon-
structed blt using a small portion 
of the bacon, lettuce and tomato 
that was in the salad.  It took me a 
few more days to consume the rest 
of the Cobb Salad.  It really boiled 
down to not having to go the store 
and purchase each of the items.  
     Next time I want to try one of 
their thin crust pizza made from 
cauliflower. They do not make it 
from scratch at the restaurant but 
get them delivered frozen.  I am 
told that the cauliflower is ground 
at a mill and dried. It is then mixed 
with eggs and no yeast.  I will test it 
out to see how different the taste is, 
if any, between that and one made 
with flour. In the meantime, cheers 
to Dustin for taking responsibility 
and keeping this location main-
taining a good reputation.

NYC Mayor Grants $90,000 of  
Taxpayers Money to Keep  

Local Queens Tavern in Business

    On January 9 Facebook fol-
lowers of Woodhaven’s historic 
190-year-old Neir’s Tavern read 
the following from owner Loy-
cent Gordon, an immigrant from 
Jamaica and FDNY firefighter: 
“Yesterday I was forced to make 
one of the hardest decisions I’ve 
had to make. Sunday, January 
12th I will have to step down as 
owner of Neirs Tavern and I have 
no one available to replace me. 
I’ve been unable to obtain an af-
fordable long term lease to reach 
our goal of the 200th anniversary 
in 2029.I’m operating month to 
month with an unaffordable rent 
and insufficient sales to overcome 
a year of losing money every 
month. Due to increase personal 
obligations I’m unable to put in 
the time necessary to overcome 
increase business challenges I 
face. Every day I pray I would 
find a way to dedicate more time 
to overcome these challenges until 
yesterday I had to face the truth. 
Neirs Tavern is losing money and 
I don’t have the time to help to 
overcome it. I want to be a good 
father and husband. I hope my 
Neirs Team will be here until 
Sunday in the event a miracle hap-
pens. But I have no more money 
after Sunday.”
     Neir’s, the oldest continued 
operating bar in Queens, boasts 
historic recognition for aspects 
relating to Show Business which 
includes Mae West’s alleged 
“start” and the filming of scenes 
from the movie “Good Fellas” 
depicting Italian Americans as 
being mobsters.  
     Miraculously, after Gordon 
spoke with Mayor DeBlasio via a 
radio show, a group of supporters 
entered the tavern with news that 
through a NYC program known 
as ”Love Your Local” a grant of 
Taxpayers’ $90.000 was bestowed 

by DeBlasio. In addition, nego-
tiations with building landlord 
Henry Shi convinced him to lower 
the amount of rent increase which 
he needed to obtain to get the 
building up to code. 
     Woodhaven Community pa-
trons view the waterhole estab-
lishment as a place to “unwind 
from the day,” Although the bar 
has a kitchen providing American 
style bill of fare and back area for 
events. Is there not a better way 
taxpayer’s money could be used 
for a community to “unwind”.  
     “Love Your Local”, established 
in 2018, was formed to “address 
neighborhood changes including 
rising real estate costs. Long-
standing, non-franchise small 
businesses from across the five 
boroughs can apply to receive 
up to $90,000 in grant awards. 
Selected businesses will use 
grant awards to cover the costs of 
projects recommended following 
in-depth business consultations 
delivered by industry experts.” 
Grant moniesare to be used for the 
following: improving operations; 
recruiting and training employ-
ees; updating technology; en-
hancing the business location; or 
improving financial management, 
I do not believe that these Monies 
are to be used for payment of rent. 
     Landmark status was applied 
for but turned down saying that 
the agency received a request for 
evaluation for the interior of Neir’s 
Tavern and determined that it did 
not rise to the level of an interior 
landmark and will re-evaluate 
the request if new information 
is submitted new information is 
submitted.” The New York City 
“Love Your Local” grant, given 
to the business owner, is open to 
small businesses that have oper-
ated for at least three years.
     The question is does the 
$90,000 grant help Neir’s Tavern 
obtaining their Landmark status?

Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment Congratulates our 
“Made in NY” Screen Actors Guild 2020 Awards Winners

NYC film and television produc-
tions take home 5 statues, from a 
total of 15 nominations; Robert 
De Niro receives the 56th annual 
Life Achievement Award
 
     The NYC Mayor’s Office of 
Media and Entertainment con-
gratulates the “Made in NY” 
winners at the 26th annual Screen 
Actors Guild Awards, which took 
place last night in Los Angeles. 
NYC film and television produc-
tions won 5 SAG Awards, from a 
total of 15 nominations (7 feature 
film nominations, and 8 episodic or 
limited series nominations).
     Among this year’s “Made in 

NY” winners were outstanding 
performances in “Fosse/Verdon” 
and “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel,” 
which both took home two tro-
phies, as well as “Joker,” which 
took home one.
     And NYC icon Robert De Niro 
received the 56th annual SAG Life 
Achievement Award for career and 
humanitarian accomplishments, 
including his work as actor, direc-
tor, producer and as co-founder 
of NYC’s famed Tribeca Film 
Festival. 
     “We congratulate New York 
City’s native son Robert De Niro on 
his lifetime achievement award and 
all the winners and nominees hon-

ored last night,” said NYC Mayor’s 
Office of Media and Entertainment 
Commissioner Anne del Castillo. 
“The Screen Actors Guild recogni-
tion of outstanding performances 
in ‘Made in NY’ productions is 
a testament to the rich talent pool 
and robust infrastructure support-
ing New York City’s television and 
film industry.”
     The complete list of “Made in 
NY” 2020 Screen Actors Guild 
Award winners:
•    Tony Shalhoub - Outstanding 
Performance by a Male Actor in a 
Comedy Series (“The Marvelous 
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ARIES
(Mar. 21- April 20)
Question any details that you 
feel could leave you in a strange 
position. Travel could be profit-
able. Changes in your domestic 
scene are apparent. Your lucky 
numbers are 2,4,9.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21- may 21)
Put your energy into work. 
Your colorful conversation may 
attract new mates. Your invest-
ments are looking better. Your 
lucky numbers are 3,8,4.

GEMINI
(May 22-June 21)
Anger might lead to carelessness 
and Injuries. You can expect 
changes at your work place. 
Moneymaking oppor tunit ies 
will surface. Your lucky num-
bers are 5,9,1.

CANCER
(June 22-July 22)
You will meet someone special 
on your travel. Avoid disputes 
with family; their complaints 
can’t change anything anyway. 
Your lucky numbers are 2,9,1.

LEO
(July 23-Aug 22)
You should spend more time with 
friends and family. Be aware that 
you don’t get anything for noth-
ing. Problems with colleagues 
are likely. Your lucky numbers 
are 8,1,7.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 -Sept. 23)
Speak your mind. Show your in-
tentions, and commitments. Try 
to spend some time alone. Don’t 
settle for less than the best. Your 
lucky numbers are 6,3,1.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 -Oct. 23)
You may be having sleepless nights 
due to bad dreams. Curb your     
jealous fits if your partner has been 
flirting with someone else. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,3,9.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You may be moody and react 
poorly to issues concerning your 
co-workers. Avoid friends or ac-
quaintances that drink too much. 
Your lucky numbers are 1,3,4.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)
Your charm will mesmerize 
members of the opposite sex. 
You can make financial gains 
through your unique invest-
ments. Your lucky numbers are 
3,9,8.

CAPRICORN
(Dec 22- Jan. 20)
Personal alterations will be in 
your best interest. Avoid lending 
money or belongings to friends. 
Watch your  investments. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,3,8.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 -Feb. 19)
Travel and entertaining  conver-
sation will be informative and 
uplifting. Don’t look for short 
cuts, take your time and do it      
correctly. Your lucky numbers 
are 1,6,9.

PISCES
(Feb. 20-Mar. 20)
Your personal problems may be 
coming to an end. Your personal 
life will still be experiencing       
difficulties. Read more and stay 
in touch with friends. Your lucky 
numbers are 9,1,7.

TRY AND FIND

Albany
Athens
Augusta
Baxley
Berlin
Boston
Butler
Cairo

Canton
Columbus
Conley
Dallas
Dalton
Dawson
Dublin
Duluth

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Homeric epic
6. Entry permits
11. Clamor
12. Confide
15. Cooking instructions
16. It makes bigger photographs
17. Bother
18. Burn slowly
20. G
21. Ear-related
23. Smudge
24. Celebration
25. Prong
26. Small dam
27. Verdant
28. Droops
29. Venomous snake
30. Garbage
31. Avoids
34. Propels oneself through water
36. Sphere
37. Kiss lightly
41. Hack
42. Contends
43. Smell
44. Smile
45. Musical finale
46. Novice
47. Louse-to-be
48. Stronghold
51. 2,000 pounds
52. Turmoil
54. Marriageable
56. Paddle-wheeler
57. Dribble
58. Out of practice
59. Ringworm cassia

DOWN
1. Resistance to change
2. Using a deadbolt
3. 3 in Roman numerals
4. Vipers
5. Consider
6. Seller
7. Arm of the sea
8. Sun
9. Arrive (abbrev.)
10. Hint
13. Boil
14. Tall woody plant
15. Violent disturbances
16. Shaped like an ellipsoid
19. Overweight
22. Ceding
24. Worrywart
26. Bankrolls
27. One time around
30. Nets
32. Evil spirit
33. Step
34. A written version of a play
35. To what place (archaic)
38. Version
39. Whorl of petals
40. Danish monetary unit
42. Adherent
44. Wildebeests
45. Cat-like mammal
48. Cogs
49. Terminates
50. Attraction
53. French for “Water”
55. French for “Good”

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

MYSTERY STATE

Griffin
Harlem
Helena
Jasper
Jesup
Leary
Lilburn
Mcrae

Metter
Milan
Ocilla
Pelham
Pooler
Roswell
Scottdale
Shannon

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Crossword/Sudoku online.. 
Visit www.queenstimes.com

Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

man Meek’s legislation will pro-
vide great relief to these drivers 
and I look forward to seeing this 
federal legislation pass,” said State 
Senator Jessica Ramos.
     “I am heartened to see Con-
gressman Meeks and his col-
leagues take action to relieve taxi 
medallion owners of the crushing 
financial debt that they have been 
forced to endure. For the past five 
years, we have seen the human 
toll and suffering that massive 
debt has taken on taxi workers; 
removing the taxable income 
designation from forgiven debt is 
a compassionate and reasonable 
policy,” said Assembly Member 
DenDekker.

Meeks and New 
York Delegation 
Announce Bill to 
Help Relieve Taxi 

Medallion . . .

which public charters can open 
and flourish, and, through their 
innovative approaches, provide 
models for improving all public 
schools. The Charter Center helps 
new charter schools get started, 
supports existing schools, and 
engages the charter school com-
munity around key issues. Learn 
more about the New York City 
Charter School Center at www.
nyccharterschools.org.

(Continued from page 2)

NYC Charter 
School Center 

Statement On . . .
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MTA Releases First Look of Next 
Generation of Subway Cars

New R211 Cars Will Become 
New Design Standard of Future 
NYC Transit Subway Cars;
Once Delivered, New Cars to 
Serve Subway System’s Lettered 
Lines, Staten Island Railway;

     The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority (MTA) today 
released the first look at its newest 
state-of-the-art subway cars in 
production, the R211 class, which 
is planned for service on the 
subway system’s lettered routes 
and the Staten Island Railway. 
The MTA Board approved the 
$1.4 billion contract award of 535 
R211 cars to Kawasaki Rail Car 
Inc. in 2018 and the delivery of 
the first test cars is scheduled for 
later this year.
     “We are very excited about 
these latest developments in our 
R211 car production because 
these new cars represent the 
future of the New York subway 
and will be the new standard 
for all new NYC Transit subway 
cars going forward,” said Frank 

Jezycki, NYC Transit’s Executive 
Vice President and Chief Operat-
ing Officer for the Department 
of Subways. “We are in constant 
communications with Kawasaki 
throughout the production pro-
cess, which is on schedule and 
on budget so that our customers 
will be able to benefit very soon 
from the latest car technology 
available.”
     The design of the R211 subway 
car is a departure from historical 
NYC Transit subway car design.  
Some of the base order’s R211 
cars feature an “open gangway” 
design at the ends of the cars, 
which allows riders to move freely 
between cars to reduce crowding 
and distribute passenger loads 
more evenly throughout the train. 
All R211 cars will also include 
digital displays that will pro-
vide real-time, location-specific 
information about service and 
stations, new grab rails includ-
ing double-poles, and brighter 

Workshops, conference, and 
one-on-one assistance will help 
business owners gain access to 
NYC’s $95 billion dollar spend-
ing budget

     New York City Comptroller 
Scott M. Stringer announced a 
year-long series of workshops 
designed to increase access to 
contracting opportunities for mi-
nority and women-owned business 
enterprises (M/WBEs) and ensure 
all New Yorkers have an equitable 
chance to earn business from the 
City’s multi-billion dollar procure-
ment budget. While City agencies 
are making important strides in 
delivering contracts to M/WBEs, 
major gaps remain. According to 
a report released by the Comp-
troller’s office last year, The City 
awarded $20.5 billion in contracts 

in FY19, of which only $1.007 
billion (equal to 4.9 percent) were 
awarded to M/WBEs.
     Comptroller Stringer’s M/
WBE University will bring in 
representatives from major com-
panies and connect M/WBEs to 
opportunities in fields within the 
Comptroller’s Office. For the first 
time, Comptroller Stringer’s series 
will include a conference spark-
ing a conversation with Chief 
Diversity Officers, supplier and 
workforce diversity experts, and 
policymakers from around the 
country about the impact of mak-
ing governments more inclusive 
of women and communities of 
color. M/WBEs will also have 
continued opportunity to learn 
about the City’s progress in spend-
ing, strategies to address market 
trends, industry demographics, 
and clientele that fit their services 
through Checkbook NYC and 
other resources through one-on-
one assistance to navigate City 
procurement.
     The list of workshops include:
February 27, 2020
Forecast of NYC Contract Op-
portunities
March 18, 2020
How to Join a Corporate Board
July 16, 2020
Pension Consultants Corner
August 6, 2020
Doing Business with the Comp-
troller’s Office
December 4, 2020
M/WBE University Conference: 
The Future of Inclusive Govern-
ment

     “New York City is one of the 
most diverse cities in the world, 
and that should be reflected in 
the way our government spends 
city dollars,” said Comptroller 
Stringer. “Everyone deserves 
a fair and equitable chance to 
earn city business and build real 
wealth. The third installation of 
Comptroller’s M/WBE University 
will continue to expand opportu-
nities for business owners to gain 
access to city contracts and close 
the gap in city spending.”
     Since taking office, Comptrol-
ler Stringer’s Office of Diversity 
Initiatives has evaluated each City 
agency’s spending with M/WBEs 
in an effort to drive the City to 
improve its spending with diverse 
firms, and hold agencies account-
able when they fail to do so. The 
Office focuses on helping minor-
ity- and women-owned businesses 
successfully compete for public 
and private sector procurements 
which will enable them to grow, 
and on launching initiatives that 
put diversity at the heart of the way 
the City does business.
     To see the schedule of Comptrol-
ler’s M/WBE University events 
and RSVP, visit http://comptrol-
lerdiversity.eventbrite.com/ or 
email diversity@comptroller.nyc.
gov. Interpretation services and 
other special accommodations 
can be arranged by calling (212) 
669-4790.
     To receive one-on-one help 
navigating City government, 
email diversity@comptroller.nyc.
gov or call (212) 669-4790.

Comptroller Stringer Launches Year-Long Workshop Series 
for Minority and Women Business Owners to Expand  

Opportunities and Build Wealth Creation

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan attended the Astoria/LIC 
NAACP Annual Freedom Fund Luncheon to commemorate 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday

“Congratulations to Edwin Cadiz, this year’s NAACP Community Service Award Honoree,” said As-
semblywoman Catherine Nolan.  “A special thank you to Marion Jeffries and the Astoria/LIC NAACP for 
organizing this wonderful annual event that commemorates the life and legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.”

Pictured: Marion Jeffries, President, Astoria/LIC NAACP, Assemblywoman Catherine 
Nolan and Dr. Sharon Cadiz. 
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WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

Assemblyman David Weprin, Senator Velmanette  
Montgomery, Assemblywoman Pamela Hunter Adoptee 

Rights Advocates Announce First Day of OBC Access for 
Adult Adoptees

     Assemblyman David I. Weprin, 
Senator Velmanette Montgomery, 
Assemblywoman Pamela Hunter, 
Assemblyman Robert Carroll 
& other elected officials joined 
several adult adopted individuals, 
birth parents & adoptee rights ad-
vocates to announce the first day 
of access for adult adoptees seek-
ing a copy of their original birth 
certificate. Senator Montgomery 
and Assemblyman Weprin also 
presented pen certif icates to 
several key advocates who were 
instrumental in the passage of 
the bill and colored in New York 
State on a national map to mark 
New York as the newest state to 
provide unrestricted access for 
original birth certificates.
     The Clean Bill of Adoptee 
Rights, A5494 Weprin / S3419 
Montgomery, was signed by 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo on 
November 14, 2019. The legisla-
tion, which passed both houses of 
the legislature in 2019 after a de-
cades long push by advocates and 
lawmakers, establishes the right 
of adoptees to receive a certified 
copy of their birth certificate 
upon reaching the age of 18.
     “We had an amazing day to-
day celebrating the enactment of 
the Adoptee Bill of Rights with 
Senator Velmenatte Montgomery, 
Assemblywoman Pamela Hunter, 
Assemblyman Bobby Carroll & 
all of our supporters in Albany,” 
said Assemblyman David I. We-
prin. I am so happy  that we were 
able to Get it Right and Make 
it Equal for New York’s Adult 
Adoptees and extend what is a 
basic human right, a right to know 
who you are, to people adopted in 
New York.”
     “Today is a historic day for 

thousands of adoptees across our 
state. The Clean Bill of Adoptee 
Rights has officially taken ef-
fect after decades of advocacy. 
I would like to thank all the 
adoptees who have taken the time 
to share their stories with me,” 
said State Senator Velmanette 
Montgomery. “I am proud to have 
sponsored this law in the Senate 
and thank all of my colleagues 
for their commitment to getting 

this done.”
     “Tracing your family history 
shouldn’t be a privilege,” said 
Assemblywoman Pamela Hunter. 
“This new law provides a way 
to reunite adoptees with their 
relatives and obtain available 
health information. I’m proud 
to help right this historic wrong 
and ensure that future adoptees 
don’t have to experience the same 
struggle.”

Assemblyman David I. Weprin, Senator Velmanette 
Montgomery,  Assemblywoman Pamela Hunter, 
Assemblyman Robert Carroll & other elected officials 
join advocates to announce the first day of OBC access.

Attorney General James’ Statement on 
Supreme Court Decision to  

Not Expedite ACA Case

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today released the 
following statement after the U.S. 
Supreme Court announced that it 
was denying a motion to expedite 
review of a decision in litigation 
threatening the Affordable Care 
Act (ACA):
     “While the Supreme Court has 
said it will not expedite its review, 
we are still urging the court to 
hear arguments next term. Day 
after day, President Trump makes 
false statements, sends misleading 
tweets, and spouts outright lies 
about Obamacare and the many 
protections the law has provided 
to millions across the country. Our 
coalition will never stop fighting 
against the president’s continued 
efforts to strip health coverage 
away from American families, in-
cluding the 133 million Americans 
with pre-existing conditions.”
     Earlier this month, Attorney 
General James and a coalition of 
attorneys general from around 
the nation filed a motion asking 
the Supreme Court to expedite 
its review of a recent decision by 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit in Texas v. U.S. The 
decision affirmed a lower court’s 
ruling that the individual mandate 
of the Affordable Care Act (ACA) 
is unconstitutional, yet refused to 
rule on the validity of the rest of 
the ACA — calling into question 
whether the remaining provisions 
of the statute could still stand, in-
cluding those that protect and pro-
vide coverage to Americans with 
pre-existing conditions. Because 
this decision causes uncertainty 
that may harm the health of mil-
lions of Americans — in addition 
to doctors, clinics, patients, and 
the healthcare market — Attorney 
General James and the coalition 

petitioned the Supreme Court to 
take up the case and resolve it be-
fore the end of the court’s current 
term in June. 
     While the Supreme Court has 
decided not to expedite its review 
of the states’ petition, it is still re-
viewing the petition and has not yet 
determined whether it will grant 
review and hear arguments next 
term. Under the Fifth Circuit’s de-
cision, the district court that origi-
nally ruled on the case will rehear 
and reconsider the validity of the 
rest of the health care reform law. 
     Important advancements in 
health care access have been made 
under the ACA, including:
•    More than 12 million Ameri-
cans now receive health cover-
age through the ACA’s Medicaid 
expansion;
•    Nearly nine million individuals 
nationwide receive tax credits to 
help subsidize their health insur-
ance coverage through individual 
marketplaces;
•    Millions of working families 
rely on high-quality employer-
sponsored health insurance plans;
•    Important protections prohibit 
insurers from denying health insur-
ance to the 133 million Americans 
with pre-existing conditions, like 
diabetes, cancer, or pregnancy, or 
from charging individuals higher 
premiums because of their health 
status; and
•    Nearly $1.3 trillion in fed-
eral funding has been dedicated 
to keeping Americans healthy and 
covered, which includes spending 
through Medicaid expansion and 
public health dollars.
     And in New York:
•    The state uninsured rate reached 
its lowest point ever recorded in 
2018 — 4.7-percent;
•    More than 4.7 million New 
Yorkers now receive health cover-
age through the ACA, including 
nearly 3.3 million on Medicaid;
•    58-percent of enrollees were 
expected to receive $636 million 
in tax credits to help subsidize the 
cost of health care in 2019 alone; 
and
•    The average monthly premium 
tax credit available to eligible 
Qualified Health Plan enrollees in 
2019 was $335.

Cafe Bliss is Back in Town!
     Congratulations to Sheila 
and Jon for reopening Cafe 
Bliss! Originally on Queens 
Blvd, their new location is 
44-17 48th Avenue and they 
now serve an expanded menu 
with fresh organic juice and 
weekend specials. Their cus-
tomer favorites, such as Indian 
Scrambled Eggs and Avocado 
Toast, are back as well. Sheila 
is constantly adding new items 
(such as her Curry Tofu over 
Rice) and let us say, it is deli-
cious.
     Make sure to stop by to say hi 
and show your support! Their 
storefront, just 7 minutes away 
from their old location, is now 
equipped with WiFi and more 
seating.
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

     Archie Bunker is back! So is 
the Texas Chainsaw Massacre. 
Yikes, it’s a good thing Dog Man 
is here to protect us this week. In 
other news, the Lunar New Year 
Parade in Flushing competes with 
contemporary dance, Colombian 
music, ghosts, calligraphy, and 
Irish drama.
●    Jan. 24, Three Nights of 
Dance, Jan. 26. The troupe Drastic 
Action explores survival strate-
gies, and Nicole Y. McClam 
examines how black women are 
socialized to value Eurocentric 
beauty standards on Jan. 24 and 
Jan. 25 at 8 pm. Six local groups 
dance during the Fertile Ground 
New Works Showcase on Jan. 26 
at 7 pm. Green Space, 37-24 24th 
St., LIC.
●    Jan. 25, An Afternoon of Ar-
chie Bunker, 2:30 pm. “All in the 
Family” was a popular TV sitcom 
that first aired from 1971 to 1979. 
Though filmed in Hollywood, it 
was set in a middle class Queens 
neighborhood and it dared to 
address such topics as abortion, 
homosexuality, menopause, racial 
prejudice, and rape. Jim Cullen 
discusses, sells, and signs his book 
“Those Were the Days: Why All 
in the Family Still Matters” dur-
ing this Queens Historical Society 
lecture. Kingsland Homestead, 
143-35 37th Ave., Flushing.
●    Jan. 25, Grupo Rebolu, 3 pm 
(workshop) + 4 pm (music and 
dance). This African-Colombian 
ensemble interprets traditional 
sounds of its homeland – Bulleren-
gue, Chalupa, Gaita, and Tambura 
— with original compositions 
ref lecting the members’ New 
York life. Learn the dance steps 
of Bullerengue, Cumbia, Mapalé, 
and Puya in a pre-show work-
shop. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
●    Jan. 25, Dog Man, Jan. 26. 
TheaterWorksUSA presents this 
children’s musical about two 
friends, who write a musical about 
their favorite Dav Pikey comic 
book character: Dog Man. Part 
canine, part human, this hero fight 
crime and chews on furniture, but 
can he save the city from Flippy, 
the cyborg fish and his army of 
Beasty Buildings? Will he catch 
Petey, the world’s most evil cat? 
And will the boys finish the show 
before lunch? Six shows: Jan. 25 
at 1 pm and 3 pm; and Jan. 26 at 1 
pm, 3 pm, and 6 pm. Queens The-
atre, 14 United Nations Ave. S., 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
●    Jan. 25, Lunar New Year Tin-
ker Festival, 2:30 pm. A night of 
activities that combine art and sci-
ence. Lewis Latimer House Mu-

seum, 34-41 137th St., Flushing.
●    Jan. 25, Texas Chainsaw Mas-
sacre Double Feature, 6 pm. The 
first film, which was released in 
1974, follows youngsters who pick 
up an unhinged hitchhiker. The 
sequel, released in 1986, blends 
humor and gore as Leatherface 
and his family stalk a radio host 
who has evidence of their grisly 
crimes while they are stalked 
by an angry Texas Ranger who’s 
determined to wage a battle to 
the death. Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District.
●    Jan. 25, Lunar New Year Cel-
ebration, noon to 4 pm. Celebrate 
the Year of the Rat with crafts, 
performances, and a lucky plant 
sale. Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing.
●    Jan. 25, Spooktacular: Out of 
this World’s Fair, 2 pm. For the 
tenth year in a row, the second-
floor galleries are a spooky space 
for a costume party with perfor-
mances, live music, face-painting, 
art-making, scavenger hunts, and 
other activities. Queens Museum, 
NYC Building, Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.
●    Jan. 25, Lunar New Year 
Parade Reception, 9:30 am. The 
Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce provides a place to 
gather, drink hot chocolate, and 
watch some performances, includ-
ing K-Pop, before the big parade. 
St. George’s Church, 135-32 38th 
Ave., Flushing.
●    Jan. 26, Zhou Family Band, 
2 pm. Co-presented with World 
Music Institute, this group plays 
traditional wind and percus-
sion music from birth and death 
celebrations that date back 600 
years in Central-Eastern China. 
Zhou family members have been 
playing Chinese folk music called 
“Bolin Laba” for seven genera-
tions. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
●    Jan. 26, Lantern Workshop, 
1:30 pm. Maritza Wu, a technol-
ogy engineering instructor at 
Queensborough Community Col-
lege, teaches how to make lanterns 
with red envelopes. In Chinese 
culture, the color red is associated 
with energy, happiness, and good 
luck, and revelers stuff red enve-
lopes with money and exchange 
them on Lunar New Year. Queens 
Museum, NYC Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.
●    Jan. 26, Living in the Shadows 
of Auschwitz: 75 Years Later, 2 
pm. Commemorate International 
Holocaust Remembrance Day 
with a conversation about Aus-
chwitz’s legacy as a concentration 

camp, community, and memorial 
with Jody Russell Manning, the 
first American intern with the 
International Center for Education 
about Auschwitz and the Holo-
caust at the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
State Museum. Queens Public 
Library at Kew Gardens Hills, 
72-33 Vleigh Pl., Flushing.
●    Jan. 26, Lunar New Year Cel-
ebration for Families With New 
York Chinese Cultural Center, 1 
pm. For the sixth year in a row, 
the New York Chinese Cultural 
Center celebrates the Year of the 
Rat with folk dances, Lion Dance, 
and traditional arts & crafts. 
Performance at 1 pm. Chinese 
Calligraphy Workshop at 2 pm. 
Queens Museum, NYC Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
●    Jan. 26, Opening Reception for 
Poem of the Earth: From EGO to 
ECO, 2 pm. Five artists investigate 
time, cycles, humans, and nature. 
Exhibition runs until April 5. Dor-
sky Gallery, 11-03 45th Ave., LIC.
●    Jan. 26, Classical Guitar from 
Argentina, 2 pm. Carlos Pavan, 
an Argentine classical guitarist/
composer, plays original compo-
sitions drawing on tango, folk, 
jazz, and classical forms. Voelker 
Orth Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., 
Flushing.
●    Jan. 27, Origin First Irish 
Festival: Appropriate, Feb. 2. This 
darkly comic tale is about Sorcha, 
queen bee of a small Irish town 
and proud fiancée of a former 
hurling star. She flees her own 
reception even though she’d been 
dreaming of wedding day forever. 
What’s going on? Nightly perfor-
mances at 8 pm. New York Irish 
Center, 10-40 Jackson Ave., LIC.
Last Chance
     Winter Art Show, until Jan. 26. 
The 19th annual display features 
work by Queens-based artists in a 
variety of styles and mediums, in-
cluding painting, drawing, mixed 
media, and photography. Viewing 
hours are Thursday-Sunday, noon 
to 4 pm. Bayside Historical Soci-
ety, 208 Totten Ave.
     Hello Panda Festival, until 
Jan. 26, 2020. This large inter-
national extravaganza showcases 
more than 120 lantern exhibits, 
60 international food vendors, 
and such cultural experiences as 
live performances, modern art, 
a holiday market, and traditional 
crafts. Open 5 pm to 10 pm. Citi 
Field, 123-01 Roosevelt Ave.
     The Art of the Brick, until Jan. 
26. The world’s largest display of 
LEGO art along with hands-on 
activities for all ages. New York 
Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.

Mrs. Maisel”)
•    “The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel” 
- Outstanding Performance by an 
Ensemble in a Comedy Series
•    Michelle Williams - Outstand-

ing Performance by a Female Actor 
in a Television Movie or Miniseries 
(“Fosse/Verdon”)
•    Joaquin Phoenix - Outstanding 
Performance by a Male Actor in a 
Leading Role (“Joker”)
•    Sam Rockwell - Outstanding 

Performance by a Male Actor in 
a Television Movie or Miniseries 
(“Fosse/Verdon”)’
•    Robert De Niro - 56th annual 
SAG Life Achievement Award for 
career and humanitarian accom-
plishments.

Mayor’s Office of Media & Entertainment Congratulates our 
“Made in NY” Screen Actors Guild 2020 Awards Winners
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     Congresswoman Carolyn B. 
Maloney (D-NY) issued the fol-
lowing statement after the House 
Committee on Education and 
Labor passed H.R. 2694 - Pregnant 
Workers Fairness Act.
     “Too many pregnant workers 
throughout the country are still 
facing discrimination even though 
we have protections on the books. 
These employees are being forced 
out of their jobs and denied even 

Resident-Led Groups Invited to 
Apply for Neighborhood Grants 
to Support Local Improvement 
Projects

     Citizens Committee for New 
York City (CCNYC) is now ac-
cepting applications from volun-
teer-led community groups for its 
Neighborhood Grants program, 
which provides funding of up 
to $3,000 and project planning 
support for initiatives aimed at 
improving the local quality of life.
     The application deadline is 
January 20th and grassroots or-
ganizations from across the five 
boroughs are invited to apply. 
Organizations do not have to be 
a registered 501(c)(3) to receive 
an award from CCNYC. Eligible 
groups include block and civic as-
sociations, schools (PTAs, teach-
ers, student-led groups), gardening 
groups, and others.
     Grants of up to $3,000 will 
be awarded for neighborhood 
improvement projects planned 
and executed by local residents. 
Examples of eligible projects 
include turning a vacant lot into 
a community garden or commu-
nity composting site; facilitating 
workshops on healthy cooking 
and eating; beautifying public 
spaces; arts and cultural programs; 
youth fitness initiatives; and much 

     The New York Mets, the City 
of Port St. Lucie and St. Lucie 
County honored Hall of Famer 
Mike Piazza by renaming the 
street formerly known as NW 
Stadium Dr. to Piazza Drive and 
changing the official address of 
the Mets Spring Training facility 
to 31 Piazza Drive. Mets COO 
Jeff Wilpon along with Piazza an-
nounced the change in a ceremony 
in front of Clover Park.   
     “We are thrilled to celebrate 
Mike and his contributions to the 
organization with this honor,” said 
Mets COO Jeff Wilpon. “Mike is 
an integral part of our franchise’s 
history and he will forever be 
enshrined in our home away from 
home in Port St. Lucie. We would 
like to thank the City of Port St. 
Lucie and St. Lucie County for 
their help in making this happen.”
     “I am extremely excited that 
the Mets Spring Training home 
address and street name will be 
renamed in my honor,” Piazza 
said. “Port St Lucie will always 
hold a special place in my career 
as the place where I prepared for 
some of my most memorable sea-
sons, with teammates, staff and of 
course fans. Florida has been my 
home for the past thirty years so 

Maloney Praises Committee Passage of 
the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act

the smallest of accommodations 
– like being able to carry a water 
bottle – that would allow them 
to continue working safely while 
pregnant. The rights of pregnant 
employees in the workplace should 
be clear and enforceable. That is 
what this bill will accomplish. 
     “I’m proud to be a long-time 
cosponsor of this bipartisan legisla-
tion and look forward to voting for 
it on the House floor.”

Mets Honor Mike Piazza With Spring 
Training Address Change

it’s great tribute for my family and 
for future generations. I am truly 
touched and blessed. My sincere 
thanks to the Mets, Fred and Jeff 
Wilpon, St. Lucie County and 
Mets fans everywhere!”
     The Mets previously honored 
Piazza by retiring his uniform 
number, 31, in 2016 and inducting 
him into the team’s Hall of Fame 
in 2013. He was elected to the 
National Baseball Hall of Fame 
in 2016. His 396 home runs as a 
catcher remains a major league 
record. 
     Piazza spent eight years with the 
Mets from 1998-2005 and ranks 
first in team history in slugging 
percentage (.542), third in homers 
(220) and OPS (.915) and third in 
RBI (655). His iconic home run in 
the first game back from the 9/11 
attacks helped lift the spirts of 
New York City. Piazza represent-
ed the Mets at the All-Star Game 
seven times. Overall, the Hall of 
Famer hit .308 with 427 home runs 
and 1,335 RBI during his 16-year 
player career. He was selected to 
the All-Star team 12 times in his 
career, was twice the runner up in 
the National League MVP voting 
and earned NL Rookie of the Year 
honors in 1993.

Over $2 Million in CCNYC Grants and Services Available to 
Community Groups Across NYC

more. Groups working in the city’s 
most underserved and low-income 
neighborhoods will be given prior-
ity. In addition to funding, groups 
selected for a 2020 Neighborhood 
Grant will receive project planning 
assistance, opportunities to partic-
ipate in skills-building workshops, 
and access to CCNYC’s equipment 
resource library.
     “From the Bronx to Staten Is-
land and everywhere in between, 
we have seen how New Yorkers 
can change their neighborhood 
for the better with a great idea 
and a little funding and support. 
I urge residents to come together 
and apply for a grant to address 
an issue in their corner of the city, 
whether it’s more green space, 
access to fresh food, after-school 
or cultural programs, or any other 
idea to improve the quality of 
life for their neighbors. This is a 
unique opportunity for residents 
and community groups to make a 
real difference in their neighbor-
hood,” said Peter H. Kostmayer, 
CEO of Citizens Committee for 
New York City.
     This year, as part of Neighbor-
hood Grants program, Citizens 
Committee is also awarding a 
small number of “catalyst” grants 
of up to $10,000 to groups on a 
growth trajectory looking to widen 
their impact.

     Groups can access the ap-
plication for 2020 Neighborhood 
Grants online at citizensnyc.org/
grants or by clicking here. For 
more information about the ap-
plication process or eligibility, or 
details about the catalyst grant 
program, contact Arif Ullah, 
Director of Programs, at aullah@
citizensnyc.org or (212) 822-9580.
     About Citizens Committee 
for New York City - Citizens 
Committee for New York City’s 
mission is simple: to help New 
Yorkers – especially those in low-
income areas – come together 
and improve the quality of life in 
their neighborhoods. Residents are 
uniquely situated to define and act 
on the issues affecting their com-
munities. When provided with 
modest support, neighborhood 
and school groups can effectively 
mobilize with the assistance of 
grants, skills-building workshops, 
project planning assistance and 
an equipment share library. In 
2018, we provided 523 projects 
with $2.1 million in grants and 
services, mobilizing more than 
10,460 residents in 130 different 
neighborhoods across the five 
boroughs. Since 1975, we have 
promoted the spirit of volunteer-
ism, local engagement, and social 
justice that drives our work. Visit 
us online at citizensnyc.org.

Koo Responds to Falling Debris  
Fatality in Flushing

     Council Member Peter Koo 
stated the following in response 
to today’s fatal incident in which 
a pedestrian was struck and killed 
by falling debris from a building 
in downtown Flushing. 
     “My heart goes out to the family 
and friends of the woman who was 
struck by falling debris today in 
Flushing. Such a horrific tragedy 
should never happen to anyone 
who is simply walking down the 

sidewalk, and it is a clear example 
of why building owners and city 
agencies need to ensure building 
facades are safe, especially during 
periods of high winds. Currently, 
a Stop Work Order exists on the 
property due to several outstanding 
violations, and I have called for the 
city to shut down the building until 
there is a greater understanding of 
this building’s safety and scaffold-
ing is in place.

Queens College Students Walk in the Footsteps of Dr. King
     Among the many connections 
Queens College has with the Civil 
Rights Movement is the annual ex-
periential program, In the Footsteps 
of Dr. King, which provides QC stu-
dents with the opportunity to visit 
locations that highlight Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s quest for racial 
equality and justice. This year, 
from Sunday, January 19, through 
Thursday, January 23, a group of 20  
ethnically and religiously diverse 
students will visit such sites as the 
Edmund Pettis Bridge in Selma, 
Alabama; and the Center for Hu-
man and Civil Rights and Dr. King’s 
birth home, both in Atlanta, Geor-
gia. They will also meet Major Cecil 
Davis, who will make a presentation 
on the Tuskegee Airmen. 
     As Queens College Interim 
President William Tramontano 
has noted, “This trip has a special 
significance for the Queens College 
community, with its long asso-
ciation with the Civil Rights Move-
ment. It is reflected in our renowned 
Civil Rights Archive and the legacy 
of our alumnus Andrew Goodman, 
who was murdered by the Ku Klux 
Klan in 1964 while participating 
in the Freedom Summer voter reg-
istration effort in Mississippi.” On 
May 13, 1965, less than a year after 
Goodman’s death, Dr. King himself 
spoke at Queens College.

Pictured is Dr. King during his 1965 speech at 
Queens College. Photo by Irv Steinfink, The Phoenix, 
Queens College student newspaper, May 18, 1965

On Saturday February 8th, 2020 @10:00AM. 
This training is generally done at 1 police plaza but we made arrangements for the training class to be held in 

Whitestone Library.
Training is approximately 2 hours and you will be given a block watcher ID at end of session. 

There is no enrollment fee or commitment after training..
If interested, please email the following information to events@welovewhitestone.com

(Subject Line: NYPD BLOCK WATCH CLASS) :
1) FULL NAME, 2) EMAIL ADDRESS, 3) TELEPHONE, 4) ) LET US KNOW IF YOU TOOK THIS CLASS IN 

THE PAST.
Certifications expires every 2 years. Renewals are welcome!

Only the folks that are enrolled will get the latest information & application.

WeLoveWhitestone & the 109th precinct is proud to host our 
annual “NYPD BLOCK WATCHER” training class

     The curtains are open. The 
stage is being built. Maspeth High 
School’s brand new musical is 
coming soon! The musical that 
will be performed in the audi-
torium is Chicago. The musical 
Chicago is about two murderess 
locked up in Cook County Jail. 
One of them for killing her hus-
band and sister. While the other 
had killed the man that she was 
having an affair with. Chicago 
will be performed on February 6, 
2020 and   February 7, 2020. The 
musical is being directed by three 
teachers this school semester, 
Ms. Henry, Mr. Wichman, and 
Ms. Lara. 
     All the teachers are working 

together and each of them have a 
major part in bringing this musi-
cal to life. Ms. Henry is in charge 
of choreography. Mr. Wichman is 
in charge of vocals. Ms. Lara is in 
charge of creating the set.  
     Chicago is known to be seen 
as a “jazzy” production like 
Cabaret. Which was one of the 
reasons why Ms. Henry and Mr. 
Wichman had picked the musical. 
Ms. Henry described Chicago as 
“really dance heavy” in which to 
her opinion “adds to the excite-
ment of the show”.  Even the 
actresses and actors are excited 
for the production. 

Maspeth High School Presents  
Lights, Camera, Action: Chicago!
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LEGAL NOTICES
SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF QUEENS
Index No. 711248/2019
N E W R E Z  L L C  D / B / A 
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING,
Plaintiff,
-against-
   FRANKLIN J. TORRES 
A/K/A FRANKLIN TORRES;  
A GROUP OF FOUR NY, 
LLC;  D EPA RT M ENT O F 
HOUSING PRESERVATION & 
DEVELOPMENT; NEW YORK 
STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
TAXATION AND FINANCE; 
A M E R I C A N  E X P R E S S 
CENTURION BANK; ZOILA 
QUITO;  CRIMINAL COURT 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK; 
NEW YORK CITY PARKING 
VIOLATIONS BUREAU; NEW 
YORK CITY ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTROL BOARD; STATE OF 
NEW YORK; NEW YORK CITY 
DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE; 
“JOHN DOE #1” through “JOHN 
DOE #10” inclusive the names 
of the ten last name Defendants 
being fictitious, real names 
unknown to the Plaintiff, the 
parties intended being persons 
or corporations having an 
interest in, or tenants or persons 
in possession of, portions of the 
mortgaged premises described 
in the Complaint,
   Plaintiff designates QUEENS 
County as place of trial
Venue is based upon County 
in which premises are being 
situate
SUMMONS WITH NOTICE 
ACTION TO FORECLOSE A 
MORTGAGE AS MODIFIED  
Defendants.
TO THE ABOVE NAMED 
DEFENDANTS:
   YO U  A R E  H E R E BY 
SUMMONED to answer the 
Complaint in this action and to 
serve a copy of your Answer or, 
if the Complaint is not served 
with this Summons, to serve a 
Notice of Appearance upon the 
Plaintiff’s attorney within twenty 
(20) days after the service of 
this Summons, exclusive of the 
date of service or within thirty 
(30) days after the service is 
complete if this Summons is 
not personally delivered to you 
within the State of New York.  If 
you fail to so appear or answer, 
judgment will be taken against 
you by default for the relief 
demanded in the Complaint.
DATED: June 27, 2019
Elmsford, New York
NOTICE
   YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 
LOSING YOUR HOME
   If you do not respond to this 
summons and complaint by 
serving a copy of the answer on 
the attorney for the mortgage 
c ompany  who  f i l ed  t h i s 
foreclosure proceeding against 
you and filing the answer with 
the court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can 
lose your home.
   Speak to an attorney or go 
to the court where your case is 
pending for further information 
on how to answer the summons 
and protect your property.
   Sending a payment to your 
mortgage company will not stop 
this foreclosure action.
   YOU MUST RESPOND 
BY SERVING A COPY OF 

THE A NSWER O N THE 
AT T O R N E Y  F O R  T H E 
P L A I N T I F F  N E W R E Z 
LLC D/B/A SHELLPOINT 
MORTGAGE SERVICING 
AND FILING THE ANSWER 
WITH THE COURT.
Richard F. Komosinski
Knuck les,  Komosinsk i  & 
Manfro, LLP
Attorneys for Plaintiff
565 Taxter Road
Suite 590
Elmsford, NY 10523
Phone: (914) 345-3020
   NOTICE TO OCCUPANTS: 
N E W R E Z  L L C  D / B / A 
SHELLPOINT MORTGAGE 
SERVICING IS FORECLOSING 
AGAINST THE OWNER OF 
THIS PREMISES.  IF YOU 
LIVE HERE, THIS LAWSUIT 
M AY RESULT IN  YOUR 
EVICTION.  YOU MAY WISH 
TO CONTACT A LAWYER TO 
DISCUSS ANY RIGHTS AND 
POSSIBLE DEFENSES YOU 
MAY HAVE. 
   NOTICE OF OBJECT 
OF ACTION AND RELIEF 
SOUGHT
   THE OBJECT of  the 
above-entitled action is to 
foreclose a mortgage to secure 
$455,000.00 plus interest, 
recorded in the Office of the 
County Clerk/City Register 
of the County of Queens on 
November 25, 2005 in CRFN 
2005000653064 covering the 
premises described as follows:
   104-69 Roosevelt Avenue, 
Corona, New York 11368
   The relief sought in the 
within action is final judgment 
direct ing the sale of  the 
premises described above to 
satisfy the debt secured by the 
mortgage described above.
   The Plaintif f makes no 
personal claim against any 
Defendants in this act ion 
except Franklin J. Torres a/k/a 
Franklin Torres.
   The foregoing summons is 
served upon you by publication 
pursuant to an order of the 
Honorable David Elliot, J.S.C. 
dated December 20, 2019 and 
filed December 30, 2019
   Help for Homeowners in 
Foreclosure
New York State Law requires 
that we send you this notice 
about the foreclosure process. 
Please read it carefully.
   Sources of Information and 
Assistance
The State encourages you 
to become informed about 
your options in foreclosure. In 
addition to seeking assistance 
from an attorney or legal aid 
office, there are government 
agenc ies  and non -prof i t 
organizations that you may 
contact for information about 
possible options, including 
trying to work with your lender 
during this process.
   To locate an entity near 
you, you may call the toll-free 
helpline maintained by the 
New York State Department 
of  F inanc ia l  Ser v ices at 
(800) 342-3736 or visit the 
Department’s website at http://
www.dfs.ny.gov.
Rights and Obligations
YOU ARE NOT REQUIRED 
TO LEAVE YOUR HOME AT 
THIS TIME. You have the right 
to stay in your home during the 

foreclosure process. You are 
not required to leave your home 
unless and until your property 
is sold at auction pursuant 
to a judgment of foreclosure 
and sale. 
Regardless of whether you 
choose to remain in your 
home, YOU ARE REQUIRED 
TO TAKE CARE OF YOUR 
PROPERTY and pay property 
taxes in accordance with state 
and local law.
Foreclosure Rescue Scams
Be careful of people who 
approach you with offers to 
“save” your home. There are 
individuals who watch for 
notices of foreclosure actions 
in order to unfairly profit from 
a homeowner’s distress. You 
should be extremely careful 
about any such promises 
and any suggestions that you 
pay them a fee or sign over 
your deed. State law requires 
anyone offering such services 
for profit to enter into a contract 
which ful ly descr ibes the 
services they will perform and 
fees they will charge, and which 
prohibits them from taking any 
money from you until they have 
completed all such promised 
services.
1/16,23,30&2/6/2020

Notice of Formation of 15 
West 61st Street 20D LLC, 
a domestic LLC.  Articles of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on December 4, 2019.  
Office location:  Queens, SSNY 
is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 51-05 Flushing Avenue, 
Suite 305, Maspeth, NY 11378.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020

Notice of formation of SELF 
DEVELOPMENT COACHING 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the Sec. of  State of  NY 
SSNY on 11/06/2019. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
fo r  se r v i c e  o f  p roc ess . 
SSNY shall mail process to 
45-50 Pearson Street, Apt. 
10B, Astor ia,  NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020

B HJ  I N D UST RI ES LLC. 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 12/09/19. Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to 33-82 170th 
Street, Flushing, NY 11358. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
1/23,30,2/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of formation of Atoll 
Co l lec t ion  LLC.  A r t i c les 
of Organization f i led with 
Secretary of State of New 
Yo r k  S S N Y o n  10 /1/19 . 
Of f ice located in Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC to 2424 42nd 
St Unit #C1 Astoria NY 11103. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
1/23,30,2/6,13,20&27/2020

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
MEDLIN’S PROMISE HOME 
CARE AGENCY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. f iled with the Sec. 
of State of NY SSNY on 
09/23/2019. Office located in 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
process to 428 Beach 65th 
Street, Arverne, NY 11692. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
1/23,30,2/6,13,20&27/2020
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take the opportunity at last 
week’s town hall to provide 
clarity and we urge him to 
return immediately to ad-
dress parents and students 
who deserve answers.” 
     “Every student and ev-
ery family expects a safe 
and nurturing environment 
at school,” said Council 
Member Barry S. Groden-
chik. “It is my hope that 
the chancellor will return 
to Northeast Queens in the 
near future to listen to our 
concerns and discuss how 
the education department 
will meet our expectations.” 

     “Parents and administra-
tors are right to demand an-
swers from the Department 
of Education regarding its 
handling of school safety 
issues, and as the steward 
of the DOE, Chancellor 
Carranza is obligated to 
address these concerns,” 
said Council Member Peter 
Koo. “I join my colleagues 
in calling on the Chancel-
lor to return to clear the air 
regarding the very serious 
safety and accountability 
concerns brought to light at 
MS 158Q.” 
     “Hundreds of parents 
and teachers looking for 
answers about the recent 

disturbing incidents that 
have taken place at MS 158 
showed up for the Chancel-
lor’s Town Hall in District 
26, but they were instead 
turned away feeling more 
frustrated and confused,” 
said Council Member Paul 
Vallone. “I join my fellow 
elected officials in demand-
ing Chancellor Carranza 
promptly return to District 
26 to a provide clear an-
swers on DOE school safety 
and reporting protocols 
and an immediate action 
plan for the troubled MS 
158. Protecting our City’s 
children must always be our 
highest priority.”

Northeast Queens Elected Officials Call on 
Chancellor Carranza to Hold Public Meeting on 

School Safety

     Giulianna Ballatore the 
main lead had said “we are 
treating each other with 
respect as family would” 
when asked what is it like 
working with the other 
actresses /actors. Even for 
those working behind the 
scenes. “Each individual 
has their own charisma that 
they during to the produc-
tion” stated by one of the 
stagehands Amber Torres.  
     Like any great produc-
tion it starts out small and 
then it becomes something 
huge. But even with all 
the chaos along the way, 
“somehow it always comes 
together in the end.”   
  The Cast and Roles for the 
musical Chicago :

     Giulianna Ballatore      as 
Roxie Hart
     Sabrina Montablo        as 
Velma Kelly
     Thomas Janjowski       as 
Amos Hart 
     Noah Chaparro          as 
Billy Flynn
Kirsten Kaufer             as 
Mary Sunshine
Diana Ivovic               as 
Matron “Mama” Morton 
Empress Peebles, Nicole 
Georgijevski, Laura Puma, 
Danuta Sikora, Luena Ceci 
as Murderess
Valentia Cuellar           as 
Sargent Fogerty 
Richie Rommeney       as 
Fred Casely 
Ian Prada                      as 
Reporter/ 3rd Reporter
Isabella Razo                as 
Go- To-Hell Kitty 

Liam McGarvey            as 
Harry
Alexa White                  as 
The Judge
Olivia Rodriguez          as 
Clerk/Ensemble #6
Divine Clarke                as 
Harrison/Ensemble #1
Asha Younas                as 
Dancer/Ensemble #4
Cindy Velasques, Kyla Bas-
tisa, Roba Kaid, Humma, 
Anthony, Emi Kalman, as 
Ensemble #2, #3, #8, #9, 
#11, and #12
Paris Brown, Tyler Leaks, 
Julia Wisniewski, Jasmin 
Bernal, Gaberiella Rega, 
as Ensemble Singers
Alexus Burgos, Merolyn 
Jimenez, Natalie Roman, 
Karen Baez ,  Wik tor ia 
Lusinka, Bianca Xie, as 
Ensemble Dancers 

Maspeth High School Presents  
Lights, Camera, Action: Chicago!

(Continued from page 10)

Wednesday, February 05, 
2020 from 5:30 - 7:30 pm
The Entrepreneur Space
36-46 37th Street 
Long Island City, NY 11101
Do you have questions 
about:
•    Getting a trademark or 
copyright for your business?
•    A business contract you 
received from a client?
•    What things are nego-
tiable in a contract?

Free Legal Assistance for your Business
•    Differentiating between 
an employee and an inde-
pendent contractor?
•    A commercial lease?
•    How to set up your busi-
ness legally?
•    The difference between 
an LLC and a C-corp/ S-
Corp?
     Sign up for a free 30-min-
ute appointment with a pro-
bono attorney to discuss 
pressing legal issues. If you 

need more time, you can 
schedule follow-ups and 
continue to work with them. 
     This clinic is a partner-
ship between the Queens 
Economic Development 
Corporation (QEDC) and 
the Neighborhood Entrepre-
neur Law Project (NELP). 
With only 16 slots available, 
call the QEDC office at 718-
263-0546 to book your slot 
ASAP!
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LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

V & S 3800 LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 4/10/2019. Of f ice 
in Queens Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 172-14 89th 
Ave.,  Jamaica, NY 11432.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

P O P  C U L T U R A L L Y 
AWKWARD LLC. Ar ts. of 
Org. f i led with the SSNY 
o n  11 /19 / 2 019 .  O f f i c e : 
Queens County. Elizabeth 
Grammat icas designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  i t 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mai l  copy of  p rocess to 
Elizabeth Grammaticas at 
1689 Gates Ave, Apt 2R, 
R i d g e w o o d ,  N Y  113 8 5 . 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

11 EAST 10TH ROAD, LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 11/25/2019. Cty: Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 334 
Cross Bay Blvd., Broad Channel, 
NY 11693. General Purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

11  E A S T  10 T H  R O A D, 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
11/25/2019. Cty: Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
w h o m  p r o c e s s  a g a i n s t 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 334 Cross Bay 
Blvd., Broad Channel, NY 
11693. General  Purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Quali f icat ion of 
C I V I C P LU S ,  L LC  A p p l . 
for Auth. f i led with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
12/09/19. Of f ice locat ion: 
Queens County. LLC formed 
in Kansas (KS) on 07/08/98. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
Corporat ion Service Co., 
80 State St .,  A lbany, NY 
12207-2543.  KS addr.  of 
LLC: 302 S. Fourth St., Ste. 
500, Manhattan, KS 66502. 
Cert. of Form. filed with KS 
Secy. of State, 120 SW 10th 
Ave.,  Topeka, KS 66612.  
Purpose: To provide software 
as a ser v ice and re lated 
professional services, such 
as training and consulting with 
regard to the same, to state 
and local municipalities. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

EX HOLDINGS LLC, Ar ts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/13/2019. Of f ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Denis 
Xhari and Anila Celi, 24-65 
46th Street, Astoria, NY 11103. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of formation of CREATE 
ACCOUNT LLC. Art. of Org. 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York SSNY on 
12/17/2019. Office: Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC to 14480 
Sanford Ave #4K Flushing NY 
11355. Purpose: e-commerce. 
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

TO P T IT LE  S ERV I C ES, 
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. 
of  State of  NY 10/21/19. 
O f f .  Loc  . :  Q ueens  C o. 
SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may 
b e  s e r ve d  &  sha l l  m a i l 
proc.: c /o  Jason Gomez, 
219- 21 Jamaica Avenue, 
Queens Village, NY 11428. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of PRISTINE 
MAINTENANCE SVC LLC 
article of organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 10/08/2019 office 
located in Queens SSNY has 
been designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail copy 
of any process served against 
the LLC 61-11 64th Street, 
Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose any lawful purpose. 
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of Formation of THE 
PHOENIX WITHIN LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/01/19.  
Office location: Queens County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 
117-03 Sutter Avenue, South 
Ozone Park ,  NY 11420.  
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020

Notice of Formation of 47-27 
VERNON BLVD LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 12/11/19.  Office 
locat ion: Queens County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 
c/o Holm & O’Hara LLP, Attn: 
Michael L. Landsman, 3 West 
35th St., 9th Fl., NY, NY  10001.  
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
Lowy & Donnath Technical 
Service LLC amended to 
Lowy & Donnath Technical 
Services LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/9/19. Off ice 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, 10-37 49th Ave, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
1/2,9,16,23,30&2/6/2020

Forward Heating of Maspeth 
LLC filed Arts. of Org. with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 11/27/19. County: Queens. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served and shall mail process 
to: c/o Ochs & Goldberg, LLP, 
60 E. 42nd St, Ste 4600, NY, 
NY 10165. Purpose: any lawful 
act. 1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
MORPHO SERVICES LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/01/2020.  Office location: 
Queens Count y.   SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 89-
09 32nd Avenue, Apt C7, 
East Elmhurst, NY 11369.  
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020

Notice of formation of LIC 
BALLROOM LLC. Articles of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
SSNY on 07/29/2019. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
f o r  se r v i c e  o f  p roc ess . 
SSNY shall mail copy of any 
process served against the 
LLC 23-10 Jackson Ave, 3FL, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020

BHNGLN LLC, Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 01/03/2020. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
Ber tram H. Nisonof f,  81-
10 Chevy Chase St reet , 
Jamaica Estates, NY 11423. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
1/9,16,23,30,2/6&13/2020

S U P R E M E  C O U R T  O F 
THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
COUNTY OF QUEENS 
INDEX NO. 706162/2016
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.,
Plaintiff, 
Plaintiff designates QUEENS 
as the place of trial situs of the 
real property
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Mortgaged Premises:
14-28 PINSON STREET 
FAR ROCKAWAY, NY 11691
Block: 15651 
Lot: 22
vs.
   GERARD CARTER, AS 
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF 
THE ESTATE OF LORENZO 
SIMMONS AND AS HEIR 
A N D D I ST RI B UT EE TO 
THE ESTATE OF NANCY 
S I M M O N S ;  D E B O R A H 
EDWARDS, AS HEIR AND 
D I ST R I B U T EE O F  T H E 
E S TAT E  O F  LO R E N ZO 
SIMMONS AND AS HEIR 
A N D D IST RI BUT EE O F 
THE ESTATE OF NANCY 
SIMMONS; RENEE NELSON, 
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
O F  T H E  E S TAT E  O F 
L O R E N Z O  S I M M O N S ; 
JASMINE ROUNDTREE, AS 
HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE OF 
THE ESTATE OF LORENZO 
SIMMONS, CONSTANCE 
ANDERSON AS HEIR AND 
D I ST R I B U T EE O F  T H E 
E S TAT E  O F  LO R E N ZO 
SIMMONS, any and all persons 
unknown to plaintiff, claiming, 
or who may claim to have an 
interest in, or general or specific 
lien upon the real property 
described in this action; such 
unknown persons  be ing 
herein generally described 
and intended to be included 
in the following designation, 
namely: the wife, widow, 
husband, widower, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors, 
an d  as s i gne e s  o f  suc h 
deceased, any and all persons 
deriving interest in or lien upon, 
or title to said real property 
by, through or under them, 
or either of them, and their 
respective wives, widows, 
husbands, widowers, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors 
and assigns, al l of whom 
and whose names, except 
as stated, are unknown to 
plaintiff; TERRANCE CARTER 
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
OF THE ESTATE OF NANCY 
SIMMONS; KEVIN CARTER 
AS HEIR AND DISTRIBUTEE 
OF THE ESTATE OF NANCY 
SIMMONS, any and all persons 
unknown to plaintiff, claiming, 
or who may claim to have an 
interest in, or general or specific 
lien upon the real property 
described in this action; such 
unknown persons  be ing 
herein generally described 
and intended to be included 
in the following designation, 
namely: the wife, widow, 
husband, widower, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors, 

an d  as s i gne e s  o f  suc h 
deceased, any and all persons 
deriving interest in or lien upon, 
or title to said real property 
by, through or under them, 
or either of them, and their 
respective wives, widows, 
husbands, widowers, heirs at 
law, next of kin, descendants, 
executors, administrators, 
devisees, legatees, creditors, 
trustees, committees, lienors 
and assigns, al l of whom 
and whose names, except 
as stated, are unknown to 
plaintif f; SECRETARY OF 
HO USI NG A N D U R BA N 
DEVELOPMENT; COLUMBUS 
104.LLC; CRIMINAL COURT 
OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK; 
NEW YORK CITY PARKING 
VIOLATIONS BUREAU; NEW 
YORK STATE DEPARTMENT 
O F  T A X A T I O N  A N D 
FINANCE; UNITED STATES 
OF AMERICA; AUDREY I. 
PHEFFER, IN HER CAPACITY 
A S  Q U E E N S  C O U N T Y 
CLERK, ENVIORNMENTAL 
CONTROL BOARD, 
   “JOHN DOE #1” through 
“JOHN DOE #12,” the last 
twelve names being fictitious 
and unknown to plaintiff, the 
persons or parties intended 
being the tenants, occupants, 
persons or corporations, if any, 
having or claiming an interest 
in or lien upon the premises, 
described in the complaint,
Defendant(s).
Defendant(s)
   To the above named 
Defendants 
   YO U  A R E  H E R E BY 
SUMMONED to answer the 
complaint in this action and to 
serve a copy of your answer, or, 
if the complaint is not served 
with this summons, to serve 
a notice of appearance on the 
Plaintiff’s Attorney within 20 
days after the service of this 
summons, exclusive of the day 
of service (or within 30 days 
after the service is complete if 
this summons is not personally 
delivered to you within the State 
of New York) in the event the 
United States of America is 
made a party defendant, the 
time to answer for the said 
United States of America shall 
not expire until (60) days after 
service of the Summons; and 
in case of your failure to appear 
or answer, judgment will be 
taken against you by default 
for the relief demanded in the 
complaint.
   NOTICE OF NATURE 
OF ACTION AND RELIEF 
SOUGHT
THE OBJECT of the above 
caption action is to foreclose 
a Mor tgage to secure the 
sum of $750,000.00 and 
interest, recorded on July 2, 
2009, at Instrument number 
2009000201922, of the Public 
Records of QUEENS County, 
New York, covering premises 
known as 14-28 PINSON 
STREET, FAR ROCKAWAY, 
NY 11691.
   The relief sought in the 
within action is a final judgment 
direct ing the sale of  the 
premises described above to 
satisfy the debt secured by the 
Mortgage described above.
QUEENS County is designated 
as the place of trial because the 

real property affected by this 
action is located in said county.
NOTICE
   YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 
LOSING YOUR HOME
   If you do not respond to this 
summons and complaint by 
serving a copy of the answer on 
the attorney for the mortgage 
c ompany  who f i l ed  t h i s 
foreclosure proceeding against 
you and filing the answer with 
the court, a default judgment 
may be entered and you can 
lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go to 
the court where your case is 
pending for further information 
on how to answer the summons 
and protect your property.
Sending a payment to the 
mortgage company will not stop 
the foreclosure action.
   YOU MUST RESPOND 
BY SERVING A COPY OF 
THE A NSWER O N THE 
AT T O R N E Y  F O R  T H E 
PLAINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
RAS BORISKIN, LLC
Attorney for Plaintiff
900 Merchants Concourse, 
Suite 106
Westbury, NY 11590
516-280-7675
1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of formation of 13101 
40TH ROAD PH1Y LLC. 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
Sec. of State of NY SSNY on 
10/07/2019. Office located in 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
process to 16 Melbourne 
Road, Great Neck, NY 11021. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
CONFIDENT LIVING LLC. 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
Sec. of State of NY SSNY on 
11/27/2019. Of f ice located 
in Queens County. SSNY 
has been designated for 
service of process. SSNY 
shall mail process to 2645 Iliff 
Street, Boulder, Co 80305. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020

T H E  L AW  O F F I C E  O F 
ROSEMARY HAYDEN PLLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/10/19. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the PLLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the PLLC, 
86-25 Lef fer ts Boulevard, 
Richmond Hill, NY 11418. 
Purpose: For the practice 
of the profession of Law. 
1/16,23,30,2/6,13&20/2020

Not ice of format ion of R 
AKRUWALA LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the Sec. of State of NY 
SSNY on 12/06/2019. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
f o r  se r v i c e  o f  p roc ess . 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to 30-94 Crescent Street, 
Apr. 5D, Astoria, NY 11102. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
1/23,30,2/6,13,20&27/2020

Ming Cab LLC, Arts of Org. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
12/20/2019. Cty: Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process 
to Michael Levine, 25-11 41st 
Avenue, Long Island City, 
NY 11101. General Purpose. 
1/23,30,2/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of Formation of ROBERT 
ANDREWS DO PLLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 01/06/20. Office 
locat ion: Queens County.  
Princ. office of PLLC: Robert 
Andrews, 108-50 71st Ave., 
Apt. 3G, Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of PLLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to the PLLC 
at the addr. of its princ. office. 
Purpose: Practice of medicine. 
1/23,30,2/6,13,20&27/2020

BJCB LLC, Ar ts  of  Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 11/4/2019. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 25-21 43RD 
Ave., #502, Long Island City, 
NY 11101. General Purpose. 
1/23,30,2/6,13,20&27/2020

237 Columbia Turnpike LLC 
Filed 10/17/19 Office: Queens 
Co. SSNY designated as agent 
for process & shall mail to: 6675 
73rd Place, Middle Village, 
NY 11379 Purpose: all lawful. 
1/23,30,2/6,13,20&27/2020
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and clearer lighting, signage, and 
safety graphics.
R211 car design elements include:
•    Open-gangway design: The 
open-gangway design replaces 
the door between cars with an 
accordion-like connector to cre-
ate longer, open spaces, allowing 
for greater customer flow, move-
ment, and increasing capacity in 
the process.
•    Wider doors: The door width 
of the new cars will be expanded 
from the current MTA standard 
of 50 inches to 58 inches. Wider 
subway doors can reduce delays 
by allowing customers to enter 
and exit more quickly, and have 
become an international standard. 
According to computer simula-
tions of customer f low, wider 
doors can reduce the time a train 
is stopped in a station during 
crowded scenarios by as much as 
32 percent.
•    Customer amenities & security: 
The interior of new cars will also 
feature new amenities such as full 
color digital customer information 
displays, digital advertisements, 
illuminated door opening alerts 
and cameras to promote customer 
safety.

MTA Releases First Look of Next 
Generation of Subway Cars

•    Exterior: The R211 cars will 
have a new blue front with large 
windows, LED headlights, and a 
blue stripe with gold accents along 
the sides.
Kawasaki is currently in pro-
duction for 30 pilot R211 cars, 
including 20 of the open-gangway 
design, that will be delivered to 
NYC Transit for testing later this 
year, which is the first step in 
the production process for Tran-
sit’s base order of the R211 cars. 
The pilot cars are being built in 
Kawasaki’s facility in Lincoln, 
Neb., and the production of the 
base order will be built in both 
the Nebraska plant and a Kawa-
saki facility in Yonkers, N.Y. This 
R211 contract was the first NYC 
Transit contract to stipulate that 
detailed plans by the proposers 
for the creation and retention of 
U.S. jobs. Kawasaki, along with 
its subcontractors, committed to 
provide approximately 470 U.S. 
jobs for the base contract worth an 
estimate of $125 million. 
     Once initial testing of the pilot 
cars has successfully concluded, 
production on the base order of 
the R211 cars will begin. Produc-
tion of the base order is expected 
to take approximately two years.

Rozic Joins Legislative Delegation to Poland

     Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Fresh Meadows) joined a del-
egation of New York legislators 
on a mission to Poland ahead of 
the 75th anniversary of the lib-
eration of Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
a Nazi concentration and death 
camp. While in the country, the 
group toured the Warsaw Ghetto, 
the remains of the Jewish quar-
ter of Krakow, Schindler’s fac-
tory, and the Auschwitz-Birkenau 
camp. The group included both 
New York State Legislators and 
New York City Councilmembers 
amidst a wave of anti-Semitic hate 
crimes in New York.


