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E-File Your Tax Return For Free
Free tax filing software is now available at www.tax.
ny.gov to electronically prepare and submit both your
federal and state income tax returns at no charge
The New York State Department of Taxation and Finance today
announced Free File software is now available on its website, www.
tax.ny.gov. Taxpayers with income of $72,000 or less in 2020 can
complete and submit their federal and New York State income tax
returns online at no cost in advance of the tax filing season, which
officially begins Friday, February 12.
“Nearly 255,000 New York taxpayers used our Free File software
last year, saving themselves an estimated $51 million in the process,” said New York State Commissioner of Taxation and Finance
Michael Schmidt. “We encourage you to get engage in the process
and take advantage of this service—it’s easy, fast and secure.”
To be directed to the free filing options, simply click Free File
your income tax return on the Tax Department’s website.
To ensure you’re not charged a fee, you must go to the Tax
Department’s website to complete your return. You’ll save on
preparation fees, prevent costly errors, and ensure that you directly
receive any refund you’re owed in the most efficient way possible.
The Tax Department has produced a series of video tutorials
to assist New Yorkers with the tax return filing process. Topics
range from gathering the necessary documents to choosing the
right software. You can view the videos at our Get ready to e-file
your income tax return webpage.
Receive your refund up to two weeks sooner
By using Free File software, you can also receive the refunds
you’re owed up to two weeks sooner by choosing direct deposit.
Filing electronically and choosing direct deposit is safer, faster,
and more efficient than sending paper returns and checks through
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Ranked-Choice Voting (RCV) in
Upcoming Special Election

(Continued on page 2)

In City Council District 24 the residents in Queens County will make history as they will be
the first voters ever to use the new Ranked-Choice Voting (RCV) system in the city’s first
special election in 2021 on Feb. 2. See story on page 2.

What’s Today’s Date? Queens Economic
Development Corporation is
Giving Away 2021 Calendars

Queens Residents Can Get Tested For
Covid-19 at These Mobile Sites This Week

Queens Economic Development Corporation’s 2021 Calendar
features a beautiful photo of a local museum for each month and
a bonus image on the back. Plus,
each month has special info on the
highlighted museum along with
contact information. It’s beautiful.
It’s educational. It’s a keepsake.

NYC Council Member Moya is tested for COVID-19 at the mobile testing unit in Corona.
(Photo by Gabriele Holtermann) See story on page 4.

And it’s a great housewarming gift.
Plus, it’s free.
Well, it can be free, although it
might incur a postage fee. Contact
Rob MacKay at rmackay@queensny.org to discuss how to obtain the
calendar. One option would be to
(Continued on page 2)
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant
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E-File Your Tax Return For Free
the mail. To use direct deposit,
simply check direct deposit on
your tax return, then enter your

bank’s nine-digit routing number
and your account number. For
checking accounts, this informa-

(Continued from page 1)
tion is available on your checks;
for savings accounts, contact
your bank.

Ranked-Choice Voting (RCV) in Upcoming
Special Election
(Continued from page 1)

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -

Subscribe to the
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Your Local Newspaper-One Edition for All Of Queens
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Please Enter my Subscription For One Year

Name ..............................................................................
Address ..........................................................................
City..................................................Zip...........................
Please make check payable to: Queens Times and mail to:
11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357

For those that do not remember
in November 2019, New York City
voters approved a measure to enact Ranked-Choice Voting (RCV)
for local primary and special
elections beginning in 2021. This
made NYC the most populous
jurisdiction in the U.S. to employ
the RCV voting election method.
Questions have been raised about
why the city is moving toward
RCV and one of the facts is that
the new system will eliminate
runoff elections for mayor, city
comptroller or public advocate,
where there has been low voter
turnout in the past.
Unlike the old system where
candidates could win with just a
small plurality of votes in some
cases with RCV, candidates must
have an outright majority to win.
Ranked-Choice Voting is supposed to ensure that candidates
put together a broader coalition
of voters. Candidates will need
voters beyond the first choice in
order to put that coalition together
to win.
RCV voters will have the option
to rank five candidates from the
group of eight candidates. While
RCV is the new current system of
choice, many voters, particularly
those in immigrant communities,
may not understand how to vote
for their candidate of choice in the
upcoming special election.
RCV is an electoral system in
which voters can categorize up
to five candidates. The voter list
the candidates first, second, third,
fourth and fifth, by preference on
their ballot.
For example, if you like Candidate A the best, but you also
like Candidate B and to a lesser
extent Candidate C, you can rank
Candidate A as your first choice,
Candidate B as your second and
Candidate C as your third choice.
You do not have to rank all five;
you can choose just one candidate.
The option is there for voters to
voice their support for multiple

candidates. All the voters have
to think about when going to the
ballot box is which candidates to
choose and how to rank them.
If a candidate wins a majority
of first-preference votes, he or
she is declared the winner. If no
candidate wins a majority of firstpreference votes, the candidate
with the fewest first-preference
votes is eliminated.
First-preference votes cast for
the failed candidate are eliminated, lifting the second-preference
choices indicated on those ballots. A new tally is conducted to
determine whether any candidate
has won a majority of the adjusted
votes. The process is repeated
until a candidate wins an outright
majority.
The voters cannot vote for two
candidates as their first preference; doing so would invalidate
the ballot. Since absentee ballots
will need to be counted, the winner might not be announced on
election night.
If your first choice does not win,
one of your other choices might
win. The foundation behind RCV
is to improve voters’ chances of
having their voices heard on policy
issues they care about. It also
means that candidates’ cycles will
focus more on the issues and less
on specific candidates, which is
good for all voters, particularly in
citywide or countywide elections.
Together, the agencies are
working to equip limited English
proficiency voters with knowledge
about their rights and the voting
process through a public service
announcement (PSA) video published on YouTube, along with
translations and 11 languages including Arabic, Bengali, Chinese,
French, Haitian, Creole, Korean,
Polish, Russian and Italian.
Primary elections that will have
RCV include mayor, public advocate, comptroller, borough president and City Council. Primary
elections that will not have RCV
include the president, governor,
Congress, state Legislature and

district attorney.
However, for the general election in November, voters will only
vote for one candidate, as they’ve
done in the past.
The Board of Elections and
Campaign Finance Board are
sending out mailers to every registered voter in Council District
24 with information about the
election and RCV.
The eight candidates running
to represent Council District 24,
which includes the neighborhoods
of Kew Gardens Hill, Pomonok,
Electchester, Fresh Meadows,
Hillcrest, Jamaica Estates, Briarwood, Parkway Village, Jamaica
Hills and Jamaica. They are James
Gennaro, Michael Brown, Neeta
Jain, Moumita Ahmed, Deepti
Sharma, Soma Syed, Dilip Nauth
and Mujib Rahman.
Early voting for the Council
District 24 special election begins
on Jan. 23. Voters are encouraged
to complete their mail-in ballot
request online by Jan. 26 and
check “temporary illness” on the
application. All mail-in ballots
must be signed, completed and
postmarked by Election Day, Feb.
2, or dropped off at a polling site
during voting hours or an NYC
Board of Elections office.
It’s noted that all New Yorkers
have the right to bring a friend,
family member or poll worker,
but not an employer or union rep
to serve as their interpreter at the
voting booth.
Democracy NYC and the NYC
Civic Engagement Commission
will be working with community
boards to provide training on RCV
in partnership with the Queens
borough president’s office and the
Campaign Finance Board.
For information about rankedchoice voting, and to see who is
running and learn how and where
to cast your ballot, visit voting.
nyc. For more information on your
voting rights, go to The New York
City Civic Engagement’s election information site at nyc.gov/
wearevoters.

What’s Today’s Date? Queens Economic Development
Corporation is Giving Away 2021 Calendars
Published every week by C.T. Publishing Corp.

Executive Office: 108-59 49th Avenue, Corona Heights, NY 11368
Operations: 11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357
Phone (718) 592-2196 • FAX (718) 357-3682

Web Site: www.queenstimes.com
email: editor@queenstimes.com

James C. Lisa .........................Publisher/Editor
Lew Scala .............................. Associate Publisher/Webmaster
Merle Exit ..............................Arts/Entertainment Editor
Lou Duro ...............................International Correspondent
Nicole Rescigno.......................Office Manager
Joseph V. Dorsa ....................Photo Journalist
Bob Grant................................Photo Journalist
The Queens Times, USPS # P127 AIC060 is published weekly by CT Publishing Corp.
for an annual subscription charge of $28.50, mail subscription request to Queens Times,
11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357, Periodicals Postage at Flushing, NY.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Queens Times at 11-20 154th Street,
Whitestone, NY 11357

(Continued from page 1)
head to Queens Economic Development Corporation’s main
office at 120-55 Queens Blvd.
(Kew Gardens, NY 11424) for a
copy. Another would be to send
a stamped-self-addressed envelope to MacKay at that address.
The following venues --

Museum of the Moving Image;
SculptureCenter; Flushing Town
Hall; Queens Botanical Garden;
MoM A PS1; New York Hall
of Science; Socrates Sculpture
Pa rk; Q ueens Cou nt y Fa r m
Museum; Queens Zoo; Jamaica
Center for Arts & Learning/
Jamaica Performing Arts Center; The Har r iet & Ken neth

Kupferberg Holocaust Center;
and Alley Pond Environmental
Center – provided the highquality, high-resolution images
for the months, while Queens
Museum offered the back photo.
Plus, there’s a page dedicated to
QEDC’s programs.
Editor’s note: This offer is
good as long as supplies last.
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One Year Anniversary of Assemblyman Weprin Sponsored
Adoptee Rights Bill; Marks The End of Discrimination
Against Adoptees in New York State
One year ago, the Adoptee
Rights Bill was passed by the New
York State Assembly and New
York State Senate and signed into
law by Governor Cuomo. This
historic bill was sponsored by
Assemblyman David Weprin and
former Senator Velmanette Montgomery. For more than eighty
years, adoptees were denied the
right to receive their own birth
certificate. Now, adult adoptees
and their lineal descendants can
access their vital records. January
marks the one year anniversary of
this life changing legislation.
C. Catherine Swett, an attorney
and downstate coordinator for
New York Adopt Equality had this
to say on the matter: “Our records
are still sealed. But now adults can
get access. We are very grateful to

David Weprin for working on this
for years.”
Joyce Bahr, President of the
Sealed Initiative added: “New
York Adoptees age, eighteen and
older, feel liberated from being
denied a copy of their original
birth certificates; liberated from
being denied the ineligible right to
know the basic facts of their birth.
Many are looking forward to getting answers easier than adoptees
have in the past.”
“I am proud to have sponsored
this equal rights legislation. It
proves that through hard work and
dedication, change is possible,”
said Assemblyman David Weprin.
“For far too long, adoptees were
denied access to documents that
every other person born in New
York State has the right to obtain.

Family history is important. The
one year anniversary of this bill
honors the right for each person
in New York to know his or her
heritage.”
“It remains a basic human right
to know where you come from.
Therefore, it is a basic civil right
to have unrestricted access to the
document that establishes you as
a citizen of your state, and of your
nation.” said Tim Monti-Wohlpart, of the American Adoption
Congress. He added, “We thank
Governor Cuomo for his historic
leadership, as well as our sponsors, Assemblymember Weprin
and former Senator Montgomery.
As with so many other issues, the
Empire State is helping lead the
way towards vital progress for
equality.”

Congressmember Gregory Meeks Endorses Democrat
Selvena Brooks-Powers for City Council

Selvena Brooks-Powers
Selvena Brooks-Powers, Democrat running in the Special Election to replace Borough President
Donovan Richards in the City
Council in the 31st District, has
been endorsed by Congressman
Gregory Meeks. Brooks-Powers is
running on the Powers 4 Queens
ballot line in the February 23rd
Special Election.
“I am excited to endorse Selvena
Brooks-Powers for City Council,”
said Congressmember Gregory
Meeks. “She has strength, she has

unparalleled experience, and she
is an advocate that we can count
on to deliver better for all parts of
Southeast Queens and the Rockaways. She’s the progressive voice
our community needs fighting for
our students, seniors, and working
families.”
“I am honored to have Cong r e s s m a n Me e k s’ s u p p o r t .
Throughout his years of service
to our community, he’s always
been a strong advocate for us and
stood strong against the racism,
corruption and treason of Trump’s
hateful and harmful agenda,” said
Brooks-Powers. “I look forward to
working with him to deliver for
Southeast Queens.”
Brooks-Powers has continued to
build momentum since launching
her campaign in December. She
has been endorsed by over ten
community leaders and District
Leaders, and she was the first to
file petitions, securing her the first
position on the ballot.
Brooks-Powers is the daughter
of Jamaican immigrants. Her

reputation as an effective leader
and credible community organizer
comes from years of high-impact
initiatives on critical issues, including education, voter empowerment, racial and economic
justice, MWBE opportunities,
domestic violence, and workers’
rights. Brooks-Powers currently
is the MWBE Compliance Project
Manager with the JFK Redevelopment Program. She previously
helped Democrats secure a majority in the New York State Senate
for the first time in over 40 years;
worked in the NYC Mayor’s
Office to Combat Domestic Violence; and organized with SEIU
on the Fight for a Fair Economy
campaign and Fight for $15. She
resides in the Rockaways with her
husband and their daughter.
The 31st Council District
includes portions of Arverne,
Brookville, Laurelton, Rosedale,
Springf ield Gardens and Far
Rockaway. To learn more about
Selvena Brooks-Powers, please
visit www.selvena.com.

MTA Completes Installation of New Protective Barriers on
4,800 Local Buses Across All Boroughs
MTA New York City Transit has
announced that it has completed
the installation of protective polycarbonate sliders on all 4,800 local
buses across all boroughs thanks to
Department of Buses Engineering
personnel who worked with manufacturers to complete the process at
an accelerated pace, overcoming
the challenges of the COVID-19
pandemic. The barriers installed
by the bus operator’s compartment
add an extra layer of protection for
employees and customers and allow
more space for social distancing.
Over the summer, the Department of Buses started the process
of installing innovative barriers
across the entire fleet. As a temporary measure, some buses were
equipped with vinyl curtains.
Those curtains have now been fully
replaced with the polycarbonate
sliders.
Installations were coordinated
and performed across 28 bus depots
and three overhaul facilities with
more than 17,000 hours of work

going into installation, design,
procurement and fabrication.
“Our frontline heroes continue
moving New York City during this
pandemic and we are collaborating
with our union partners to continue
protecting both our employees and
customers who are our first priority,” said Craig Cipriano, President
of the MTA Bus Company and
Senior Vice President for Buses of
New York City Transit. “We are
thankful to our internal workforce,
including Buses Engineering, who
designed and installed these barriers and understood the importance
and need to work efficiently to
make sure all of our 4,800 local
buses got the polycarbonate sliders.”
“This is a significant accomplishment and a step in the right direction,” said Tony Utano, President
of Transport Workers Union Local
100. “These barriers offer better
protection for our Bus Operators.
There’s still more work to be done
and we will keep pushing forward.”

All 1,000 express buses have a
full-length vinyl curtain to isolate
the bus operator when passengers
board that can move forward and
backward in place. The two front
rows of seats on express buses
remain blocked off to maintain
social distancing between the bus
operator and passengers. Additionally, the Authority is currently in
the development and early pilot
stages to create a more permanent
barrier for express buses – with
installations expected to begin in
the coming months.
Additionally, as part of the Authority’s unprecedented cleaning
and disinfecting efforts, to date
buses have gone through more than
one million cleaning cycles.
Since the resumption of frontdoor boarding in August, buses
have up to 40 percent more space on
them, allowing for social distancing. The white line on the bus floor,
behind which riders are expected to
(Continued on page 4)
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Meng Statement on Biden Actions to
Combat Food Insecurity

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) issued the following
statement after President Joe
Biden issued an Executive Order
to help working families have access to nutritious meals.
Specifically, the Executive
Order (EO):
•
Urges U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) to issue
new guidance that would help 12
million people receive enhanced
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits.
While Congress authorized emergency increases to SNAP, this
was not available to the lowest
income households. The EO corrects this error.
•
Urges USDA to issue new
guidance that would expand
Pandemic-Electronic Benef it
Transfer (P-EBT) by 15 percent to
accurately reflect the cost of missing meals and make it easier for
families to access this program.

The Families First Coronavirus
Response Act that Meng supported permits temporary food benefits under the P-EBT program
for households with children
who would have received free or
reduced-price school meals. The
benefit applies to private, parochial and charter school students
who received free school lunches.
Last year, the benefit provided
New York City public school
parents with $420 per child.
“Food insecurity during COVID-19 has brought immeasurable
pain for millions of families. It
breaks my heart that anyone—
especially children—would go to
sleep on an empty stomach. But
this is a gut-wrenching reality for
so many Queens and New York
families,” said Meng. “President
Biden is making real progress and
using the levers of government
to help those most in need. Last
year, I led numerous letters urging the previous administration to
take critical action to address the
hunger crisis in our country. I
applaud today’s action and look
forward to working on the next
coronavirus relief package to help
millions of families facing food
insecurity.”
Those who need to replace
their P-EBT card should call
1-888-328-6399 or visit New York
State’s Office of Temporary and
Disability Assistance website.
www.ny.gov/agencies/office-temporary-and-disability-assistance

Meng Commends Biden For Signing
Presidential Memorandum to Combat
Anti-Asian Hate And Racial Inequities
Related to Covid-19
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY)
commended President Biden for
signing a presidential memorandum to address the anti-Asian
sentiment that has spiked since
the outbreak of the coronavirus, as
well as actions to promote racial
equity in COVID-19 response.
The memorandum takes action
to combat this xenophobia against
Asian American and Pacif ic
Islanders (AAPIs). It directs the
Department of Health and Human
Services, in coordination with the
COVID-19 Health Equity Task
Force, to consider issuing guidance describing best practices
to advance cultural competency,
language access, and sensitivity
towards AAPIs in the federal government’s COVID-19 response.
It also directs the Department of
Justice to partner with AAPI communities to prevent hate crimes
and harassment against AAPIs.
The presidential memorandum
includes several pieces of legislation that Meng has sponsored
including:
•
H.Res.908 that passed the
House in September which seeks
to strengthen language access,
improve sensitivity toward Asian
Americans, and prevent hate
crimes.
• The COVID-19 Hate Crimes
Act (H.R.6721) which would
expand data collection and hate
crime reporting.
• The COVID-19 Language Access Act (H.R. 6623) to expand
COVID-19 materials into addi-

tional languages.
“I applaud President Biden
for joining me and the Asian
American community in standing against the disgusting racism
that has been directed against
Asian Americans,” said Meng.
“I recently raised the issue of
anti-Asian bigotry with President
Biden and I thank him for swiftly
moving forward to condemn and
combat it.
The President’s actions are
needed and welcome, and the
directives in his presidential
memorandum will go a long
way towards protecting Asian
Americans who for the past year
have been forced to endure racial
inequities due to the coronavirus crisis. It is critical to see the
leader of our nation address this
xenophobia and prejudice, and I
am proud that he is doing so by
including various legislation that
I have also championed relating
to the racial inequities and health
disparities.
Since early last year, even before the first cases of COVID-19
were reported in my state of New
York, I have repeatedly advised
the public and other elected officials to not blame the Asian American community for the spread of
COVID-19. I fought tirelessly for
months to pass my resolution. I
also spoke out relentlessly and
forcefully against the discrimination and violence we have seen
(Continued on page 9)
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Queens Residents Can Get Tested For Covid-19 at
These Mobile Sites This Week
(Continued from page 1)
The residents in the Borough of
Queens will be able to get COVID-19 testing at mobile sites which
started on Monday, Jan. 25.
NYC Health + Hospitals released a
list of mobile testing sites that will
be available from Monday, Jan. 25,
to Friday, Jan. 29 (some location to
Jan. 31). All individuals ages 2 and
older can be tested at any of the
sites listed, unless age is specified.
Children ages 2 and under can get
tested at sites in bold. Tests are
walk-in only and no appointments
are necessary.
In addition to mobile testing,
residents can also receive COVID
tests and administer self testing at
various sites across the borough.
Self testing is only for individuals
ages 4 and older.
MOBILE TESTING
Sobelsohn Playground
Park Ln S.
Richmond Hill, NY 11418
Jan. 25 to 29, 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
NYCHA/Latimer Gardens
Parking Lot by Building #3, 34-20
137th St.
Flushing, NY 11354
Jan. 25 to 29, 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Kissena Corridor Park
Corner of Colden Street and Geranium Avenue
Flushing, NY 11355
Jan. 25 to 29, 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Annadale Playground
Yellowstone Boulevard between
64th Road & 65th Avenue
Rego Park, NY 11374
Jan. 25 to 29, 9:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.
Park of the Americas
Corner of 104th Street and 41st
Street
Corona, NY 11368
Jan. 25 to 31, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid antigen testing available.
4 years old and above.
St. Theresa of Avila
109-55 128th St.
South Ozone Park, NY 11420
Jan. 25 to 29, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid antigen testing available.
4 years old and above.
Voces Latinas
Corner of 37th Avenue & 69th
Street (across from Hart Playground)
Jackson Heights, NY
Jan. 30 to 31, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid antigen testing available.
4 years old and above.
NYCHA Redfern Houses
14-56 Beach Channel Dr.
Far Rockaway, NY 11691
Jan. 25 to 31, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid antigen testing available.
4 years old and above.
St. Leo’s Church
Parking Lot at 104-05 49th Ave.

Corona, NY 11368
Jan. 25 to 31, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid antigen testing available.
4 years old and above.
Rego Center Mall
61-35 Junction Blvd. (street parking
along entrance to parking lot)
Rego Park, NY 11374
Jan. 25 to 31, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid antigen testing available.
4 years old and above.
NICE
71-29 Roosevelt Ave., 2nd Floor
Jackson Heights, NY 11372
Jan. 25 to 31, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid antigen testing available.
4 years old and above.
Poppenhusen Playground
20th Avenue & 123rd Street
College Point, NY 11356
Jan. 25 to 31, 8 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid antigen testing available.
4 years old and above.
CCNS Dellamonica-Steinway
Neighborhood Senior Center
23-56 Broadway
Astoria, NY 11106
Monday – Friday, 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.
4 years old and above.
SELF TESTING
Mount Pisgah Baptist Church East
167-10 137th Ave.,
Rochdale Village, NY 11434
Jan. 26, 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
4 years old and above.
Eric A. Ulrich District 32 Office
114-12 Beach Channel Dr. – Suite 1
Rockaway Park, NY 11694
Jan. 25 to 26, 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
4 years old and above.
India Home
178-36 Wexford Terrace, #2B
Jamaica, NY 11432
Jan. 25 and Jan. 28, 9:30 a.m. – 4
p.m.
4 years old and above.
DSI International Inc
110-14 Sutphin Blvd.
Jamaica, NY 11435
Jan. 25 to 26, 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
4 years old and above.
Ridgewood Medical Center
769 Onderdonk Ave.
Ridgewood, NY 11385
Jan. 25 to 27, 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Jan.
28, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.
4 years old and above.
Greater Allen Cathedral of NY
110-31 Merrick Blvd.
Jamaica, NY 11433
Jan. 26, 9:30 a.m. – 4 p.m.
4 years old and above.
Office of Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz
41-40 Junction Blvd.
Corona, NY 11368
Jan. 28, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.
4 years old and above.
RAPID TEST
51-30 Northern Blvd.
Woodside, NY 11377
Monday – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.

Rapid molecular testing available.
Rapid testing availability may be
limited at this time.
Beach 39th
39-20 Rockaway Beach Blvd.
Far Rockaway, NY 11691
Monday – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid molecular testing available.
Rapid testing availability may be
limited at this time.
Kew Gardens Hills Library
72-33 Vleigh Pl.
Kew Gardens Hills, NY 11367
Monday – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid antigen testing available.
Jan. 30, hours will be 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Site closed from Jan. 31 to Feb. 3.
LaGuardia Airport
Parking lot at 236 Clinton Street
Queens, NY 11371
Monday – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid molecular testing available.
Rapid testing availability may be
limited at this time.
Queens Public Library at Lefferts
103-34 Lefferts Blvd.
South Richmond Hill, NY 11419
Monday – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid molecular testing available.
Rapid testing availability may be
limited at this time.
John F. Kennedy Airport
Located next to the Terminal 5
Airtrain Station
Jamaica, NY 11430
Monday – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Rapid molecular testing available.
Rapid testing availability may be
limited at this time.
OTHER QUEENS TESTING
SITES
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst
79-01 Broadway
Elmhurst, New York 11373
718-334-4000
COVID-19 testing and antibody testing offered for children
under 2.
NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens
82-68 164th St.
Jamaica, New York 11432
718-883-3000
COVID-19 testing and antibody testing offered for children
under 2.
The Episcopal Church of St. Alban
the Martyr
116-42 Farmers Blvd.
St. Albans, NY 11412
Monday – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Sorrentino Rec Center
18-48 Cornaga Ave.
Queens, NY 11691
Monday – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Windsor Park Library
79-50 Bell Blvd.
Hollis Hills, NY 11364
Monday – Sunday, 9 a.m. – 7 p.m.
Visit nychealthandhospitals.org/
covid-19-testing-sites for a full list
of COVID-19 testing sites.

MTA Completes Installation of New Protective Barriers on
4,800 Local Buses Across All Boroughs
(Continued from page 3)
stand, continues to remain pushed
back, allowing for more social
distancing from the bus operator.
Customers must wear a mask while
on public transit. As part of a pilot,
the MTA has completed installation
of mask dispensers on 600 buses on
31 routes across all five boroughs.
The dispensers are refilled daily.
With slightly less than one million customers a day, bus ridership
is approximately 50 percent of

normal pre-pandemic ridership
levels. For more information about
daily ridership, visit new.mta.info/
coronavirus/ridership.
Passengers are encouraged to use
the capacity tracking feature on the
MYmta app that allows customers
to track the number of passengers
on arriving buses and how long the
bus will take to get to their stop. The
real-time data collection is done
via Automated Passenger Counter
(APC) sensors available on buses in
all five boroughs, covering 40% of

the bus fleet with plans to expand.
Across agencies to date, the MTA
has distributed to the workforce
14.3 million masks, 16.4 million
pairs of gloves, 99,000 gallons of
hand sanitizer, 240,000 7oz and 2oz
bottles of hand sanitizer, 11.2 million individual sanitizing cleaning
wipes, 237,000 gallons of cleaning
solution and 16,000 face shields.
Additionally, the Authority has acquired for distribution to customers
6.8 million masks and 750,000 2oz
bottles of hand sanitizer.
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Practical Tips About Dealing With
Low Vision from Lighthouse Guild
Learn More During February
Low Vision Awareness Month
Low vision affects millions of
Americans, including many older
adults. Low vision can make it hard
to do things like reading, shopping,
cooking, or writing. And it cannot be corrected with eyeglasses,
contact lenses, medications, or
surgery.
Vision rehabilitation, however,
can help people with low vision
stay independent and make the
most of their sight. February is
Low Vision Awareness Month, a
time to learn more about low vision
and spread the word about vision
rehabilitation services.
“The three main causes of low
vision and blindness in the United
States are glaucoma, age-related
macular degeneration (AMD) and
diabetic eye disease,” says Calvin
W. Roberts, MD, President and
Chief Executive Officer of Lighthouse Guild. “For all of these disorders, early detection is key,” he
adds. “The good news is that new
technologies and rehabilitation can
make life easier and more fulfilling
for people with low vision.”
Get your eyes tested - You do
not always experience symptoms
before you lose vision to eye diseases. Only a comprehensive eye
exam can detect such disorders
as glaucoma, age-related macular
degeneration and diabetic eye disease in their early stages. Check-in
with your eye care provider about
guidelines for scheduling appointments during COVID-19.
“The brain can adapt to vision
loss and make it difficult to know
if you are having vision issues,”
Dr. Roberts explains. “You may
be losing vision and not even realize it until it is too late, so we urge
people to have a comprehensive
eye exam that can detect issues and
help preserve your vision.”
Helpful tips
If you are experiencing low vision, here are some practical tips

that can help you:
•
Use contrast to distinguish
items, such as a dark bathmat with
rubber backing on a light floor, a
light cutting board on a dark countertop, and white sheets with a dark
comforter and pillows.
• Use night lights, a flashlight, or
hall or room lighting if you get up
in the night.
• Avoid moving quickly from a
dark room to a lighted area, and
vice versa; give your eyes time to
adjust to changing light levels.
• Use overhead lighting to help
eliminate shadows and keep rooms
evenly lit.
• Use shades on all light sources
to reduce glare.
• Sit with your back towards a
window or lamp. Use a gooseneck
lamp for tabletop activities.
•
Embrace technology! Video
magnifiers, audio and electronic
books, smartphones, and tablets
enable you to change the font
size and lighting level or magnify
what’s on a screen. There are also
apps that can help you identify
money, colors and navigate your
surroundings.
“With the help of a supportive eye
care team and vision rehabilitation, living with vision impairment
can be less challenging,” says Dr.
Roberts.
Lighthouse Guild - Lighthouse
Guild is dedicated to providing
exceptional services that inspire
people who are visually impaired
to attain their goals. We provide
coordinated care for eye health,
vision rehabilitation and behavioral
health as well as related services.
Our podcast series, “On Tech &
Vision with Dr. Cal Roberts” offers information and insights about
technological innovations that are
tearing down barriers for people
who are blind or visually impaired.
For more information, visit Lighthouseguild.org.

Flushing Town Hall Lets Love Reign in
a Live, Virtual Jazz Jam on Wednesday,
February 10, 2021
This February, Flushing Town
Hall celebrates love with its popular Virtual Jazz Jam: Celebrating
the Legacy of Louis Armstrong,
part of Flushing Town Hall’s
dynamic online entertainment,
FTH at Home!. On Wednesday,
February 10, 2021 at 7:00 PM
(EST), jazz musicians from New
York City and across the globe
will play love songs and funny
valentines embracing the theme
“Let Love Reign.”
As doors remain closed to inperson performances, Flushing
Town Hall’s virtual programming
has thrived and brought thousands of people together fostering resiliency and hope through
music and art. Every month, jazz
musicians come together to play
tunes ref lecting each month’s
theme.
The February Jazz Jam showcases the performance of up to 15
love songs and funny valentines.
Participants are invited to jam
or watch with their significant
other, and perhaps have a glass of

champagne or some heart-shaped
chocolate as they experience the
event from the comfort of their
homes.
Since April 2020, the Jazz Jam
has become a haven for jazz lovers from around the world—with
participants reaching from New
York to Guyana, to Germany
and Italy, and to New Zealand
and Australia where musicians
get up in the early morning hours
to join the jam. Since going online, the jams reached more than
7,000 views, and exceeded 1,700
engagements online—numbers
that surpassed the participation
and capacity of the venue during
previous in-person sessions.
Flushing Town Hall’s monthly
Jazz Jam is supported by the
Louis Armstrong Educational
Foundation and has been led by
Astoria resident Carol Sudhalter.
For more information visit
www.flushingtownhall.org
(718) 463-7700 x222
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing,
NY 11354
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Did You
Know?

Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 1/28/21 - 2/3/21
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Get involved in activities that
will be fun for the whole family.
Don’t confide in anyone for the
time being. You need to challenge
yourself. Your lucky numbers
are 4,7,5.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You may be uncertain about
some of your coworkers and
your boss. You will have splendid suggestions for fund raising events. Your lucky numbers are 6,9,2.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Take care of chores that have
been hanging over your head.
You can meet new and exciting
friends who will provide mental
stimulation. Your lucky numbers
are 7,3,5.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You may find that purchases
o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t c o u ld b e
expensive. You may feel that
someone at work is holding
you back. Your lucky numbers
are 1,9,3.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Be professional, and you will
advance much more quickly.
You could overreact to emotional situations regarding your
relationship. Your lucky numbers
are 9,3,5.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You will find good buys and
yo u w i l l l i f t yo u r s p i r i t s .
You’ve been in a rut and you
need to do something that will
help you bre a k t he pat t e r n
you’ve fallen into. Your lucky
numbers are 4,9,3.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
You should channel your efforts
into getting rid of bad habits.
Take time to do some writing,
whether it’s correspondence, or
poetry. Your lucky numbers are
2,8,3.
LEO
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
Put energ y into money making ventures. Difficulties with
your mate may lead to isolation.
Children could cost you more
than you can afford. Your lucky
numbers are 3,8,7.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Try clearing up legal contracts
that have been pending. Be careful not to show your temper when
dealing with the boss. Your lucky
numbers are 7,4,3.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Put aside any decision
concer ning you r position at
work. Confusion could result
w h e n c o m m u n ic a t i n g w it h
others. Your luck y numbers
are 8,5,3.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Social events will be rewarding. You’ll have problems with
authority figures if you don’t
play by the rules. Your lucky
numbers are 2,8,9.

● There were male engagement
rings once?
You know the story: The man
spends a small fortune for a ring,
kneels, and pops the question.
Well, in 1926, jewelers paired
with advertisers to sell the concept of the man-gagement ring.
The male engagement rings had
names like the Pilot, the Stag
and the Master. For another “did
you know” fact, this is why we
wear wedding rings on the fourth
finger.
● Queen Elizabeth II keeps track
of when she wore each outfit?
It’s rumored that Queen Elizabeth never wears the same hat
twice. If she does, she waits years
to wear one again, and evidently,
there’s a spreadsheet recording
her exact outfit each day. So, what
does she do with all of those hats?
A one-time-only exhibit showcased the many hats and handbags
she wore during public engagements. If you couldn’t make it to
that exhibit, this epic timeline of
Queen Elizabeth’s wackiest hats
will fill you in.
●
40 percent of human jobs
could be replaced by AI in the
future?
In about 20 years, the future
could look eerily similar to WallE. Artificial intelligence expert
Kai-Fu Lee said that 40 percent
of human jobs could be replaced
by equally capable robots. And
drivers might be affected the
most. Luckily, there are plenty of
cool new jobs you could have in
the future.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You can get the attention of important individuals but it might
not be the time to get them
to help or to back your ideas.
Your lucky numbers are 5,9,3.

“Crossword Puzzle”
Laouta
Mandola
Maracas
Melodica
Mizmar
Oboe
Oud
Pennywhistle
Piccolo
Saz
Sitar

Tarka
Triangle
Trombone
Ukulele
Veena
Vibraphone
Violin
Xun

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Sudoku”

“Try And Find”

Conga
Cornet
Cow Bell
Didgeridoo
Drum
Euphonium
Flute
French Horn
Guitar
Harp
Hurdy-Gurdy

SUDOKU

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

TRY AND FIND

Accordion
Bagpipe
Balalaika
Banjo
Bass
Bodhran
Cabasas
Cello
Chimes
Cittern
Clarinet
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ACROSS
1. Dry riverbed
5. Hens make them
9. Hurried
14. Black, in poetry
15. A set of garments
16. Lower
17. Provisional
19. Heroic tales
20. Metal
21. Driver of a team of horses
23. Ornate candle holder
25. A strong swift horse
28. Frozen water
29. Ancient unit of measure
32. Directing homeward
33. Record (abbrev.)
34. Departed
35. Death notice
36. A drama set to music
38. Govern
39. Optimistic
40. Delay
41. Charred
43. S
44. 3 in Roman numerals
45. Self-regard
46. Beginner
48. Pilfering
50. Shooting sport
54. Jab or roundhouse
55. Talk terms
57. Master of ceremonies
58. Secluded valley
59. Percussion instrument
60. Boscs
61. Arid
62. Trim

DOWN
1. Dampens
2. Incite
3. Accomplished
4. Moral soundness
5. Eastern Standard Time
6. Stringed instrument
7. Donated
8. Less wavering
9. Bother
10. Wane
11. Wise one
12. Russian emperor
13. Aye 18. Array
22. American pit viper
24. Rocky material covering bedrock
25. Task
26. Vagabonds
27. Wrong
29. Nymph
30. Arm of the sea
31. Poverty-stricken
33. Regulation (abbrev.)
34. Grandchildren
37. Groupings of two
42. Excrete
44. 12 in a foot
45. Excavator
46. Canker sore
47. Anoint (archaic)
48. Be furious
49. Ancient Peruvian
51. Acquire deservedly
52. Decorative case
53. Office fill-in
54. Liveliness
56. In song, the loneliest number

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES
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Councilman Ulrich, Broad Channel Civic Announce
New Traffic Light at Entrance to Broad Channel
Councilman Eric Ulrich is
pleased to announce the installation of a new traffic light at
the entrance to Broad Channel,
located at 1st Road and Cross Bay
Boulevard. The new traffic light
allows for safe access to the Broad
Channel Athletic Club (BCAC),
and calms traffic in the highlycongested area.
Community leaders and
residents of Broad Channel have
been fighting for a traffic light
at this intersection for more than
a decade, noting the condition
was especially hazardous for
the hundreds of children who
visit the Broad Channel Athletic
Club. In collaboration with the
Broad Channel Civic Association,
State Sen. Joseph P. Addabbo,
and Assembly Member Stacey
Pheffer Amato, Ulrich partnered
with the New York City Dept. of
Transportation to install the new
traffic light.
“For years, this community
has been fighting to see safety
improvements at the entrance of
Broad Channel. Our office has
been working tirelessly to make
this intersection safer for both
pedestrians and motorists alike,”
said Councilman Eric Ulrich.
“Today, I am pleased to share that
DOT has installed a traffic light
at 1st Road and Cross Bay Boule-

Photo Courtesy of Broad Channel Civic Association

vard; and that the light is already
up and running. This is a huge
win for our community. I would
like to thank the Broad Channel
Civic Association, my colleagues
in government, and DOT for their
partnership on this project.”
“This is great news! For years,
we have been requesting this traffic light to address the dangerous
situation parents faced as they
attempted to turn across Cross
Bay Boulevard to enter the Broad
Channel Athletic Club Ballfield,”
said Dan Mundy, President of the
Broad Channel Civic Association.

“Councilman Ulrich personally
lobbied DOT Commissioner Polly
Trottenberg, and his efforts paved
the way for this much-needed
traffic light, which will not only
create a safe means for parents
to access the ball field, but will
also help to slow down traffic
as it enters our town. The Civic
Association is grateful to Councilman Ulrich for his perseverance in
fighting this battle for so long, and
for making this happen.”
“DOT is excited to announce
(Continued on page 9)

Council Member Paul Vallone Announces Return of Free
Senior Transportation Program

Council Member Paul A.
Vallone is proud to announce that
the Free Senior Transportation
Program is back up and running as of last week thanks to a
$90,000 funding allocation. An
additional $50,000 was allocated
in partnership with Speaker Corey
Johnson and Council Member
Robert Holden, bringing the total
allotment to $140,000. Queens
seniors living in Council Member
Vallone’s district are eligible for
the program, as well as seniors
in Council Member Holden’s section of Queens. Rides are offered
to areas within the five boroughs
and western Nassau County. The
program will continue until all
funding runs out.
In order to schedule a ride to
an essential medical or vaccination appointment, eligible Queens
seniors should call the Selfhelp
Clearview Senior Center at 718224-7888 between the hours of
9 a.m. and noon and leave their

name and phone number in a
voicemail to schedule their nextday rides. The Selfhelp team will
return their call and arrange the
ride. If their appointment is on
a Saturday, Sunday or Monday,
seniors will need to call the prior
Friday. All those who use the service will need to complete a basic
application with demographic information and an emergency contact and provide their destination.
Despite having one of the
largest seniors populations in the
city, Northeast Queens still does
not have a single vaccination site.
While he is still actively urging
the Governor and Mayor’s offices
to open local sites as soon as possible, Council Member Vallone
believes that providing this free
and easy service is a positive step
in the right direction that will help
increase vaccine accessibility for
constituents and help give seniors
peace of mind during these difficult times.
“In five years time, the Free
Transportation Program has provided Queens seniors with thousands of rides to and from important medical appointments,” said
Council Member Paul Vallone.
“Now, faced with a public health
crisis and with critical vaccine
distribution underway, we must
ensure that our most vulnerable
populations are protected and kept
healthy and safe. I want to thank
Speaker Johnson for his commitment to this initiative and Selfhelp
Community Services for always
being an outstanding community

partner.”
“The pandemic isn’t over yet,
but we are now able to see the beginning of the end, with the initial
weeks of vaccine distribution underway,” said Sandy Myers, Vice
President, External Affairs and
Communications, Selfhelp Community Services. “We are thrilled
that our medical transportation
program, with the long standing
support of Council Member Paul
Vallone and other members of
the Council including Speaker
Corey Johnson, can be used for
older New Yorkers to get to and
from appointments to receive their
COVID-19 vaccine, in addition to
other medical appointments. This
program ensures that older adults
have affordable, accessible, and
reliable transportation services
and will continue to provide peace
of mind to older adults and their
family members as we all continue
to take precautions to stay safe.”
Earlier this month, Mayor de
Blasio announced that New Yorkers age 65 and over who make an
appointment for a vaccine at a
City-operated site will be asked
whether they have a way to get
to and from their appointment. If
they require transportation, they
will be screened and directed to
transportation options, including
Access-A-Ride, ambulette services and cab service via Curb.
With the Free Senior Transportation Program, Council Member
Vallone is proud to increase accessibility by expanding options for
our most vulnerable New Yorkers.
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Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz
Creates New Bureau To Enhance &
Expand Restorative Justice Programs

District Attorney Melinda
Katz has announced the creation
of a new Bureau to enhance
and expand restorative justice
programs and units within the
Queens DA’s Office and the appointment of Aisha Greene as its
Bureau Chief.
District Attorney Katz said,
“The Rehabilitation Programs
and Restorative Services Bureau
is a fulfillment of my promise to
ensure that the Queens District
Attorney’s Office administers
justice with compassion. Aisha Greene’s experience as a
prosecutor and proven record
in implementing and leading
intervention programs make her
an ideal choice to guide this new
Bureau.”
The Bureau consists of the Diversion and Alternative Sentencing Unit and the Crime Victims
Advocate Program.
The Diversion and Alternative
Sentencing Unit is dedicated to
ensuring that individuals who
have been arrested are offered
opportunities for appropriate
interventions and/or rehabilitative services. The Unit offers
pre- and post-arraignment diversion opportunities to individuals
arrested for low-level offenses.
The diversion oppor t u nities
provide one-time or short terms
interventions that typically result
in cases being sealed upon successful completion. Addition-

ally, within the Unit, the Second
Cha nce Com mu n it y Ju st ice
Program is a diversion program
where community members/
leaders hear cases referred to
them and offer low-level offenders the opportunity to repair and
restore their relationships with
their communities.
Also part of the newly formed
bureau is the Crime Victims Advocate Program, which continues
to provide suppor t to cr ime
victims - including counseling
services, assistance navigating
the court system and obtaining
reimbursement for crime-related
expenses, and referrals to a wide
number of other services. The
Program provides an environment that empowers crime victims to actively seek justice for
themselves, their families, and
their communities.
Prior to leading this Bureau, Assistant District Attorney
Greene was Chief of the Alternatives to Incarceration Bureau at
the Bronx County District Attorney’s Office. She was previously
Director of Brooklyn Justice Initiatives and Associate Director of
Research-Practice Strategies at
the Center for Court Innovation.
Prior to that, Ms. Greene was the
principal court attorney to a New
York State Supreme Court Justice in the Integrated Domestic
Violence part in Queens County
and a felony trial part in Kings
County. She started her career as
an Assistant District Attorney in
the Domestic Violence, Appeals
and Narcotics Trials Bureaus of
the Queens County District Attorney’s Office.
The Rehabilitation Programs
and Restorative Services Bureau
operates under the District Attorney’s Criminal Practice and
Policy Division led by Executive Assistant District Attorney
Angela Albertus.
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Dr. Fauci, Former Straphanger, Encourages MTA Employees
to Get COVID-19 Vaccine: ‘This May Save Your Life’
In a video message played at
today’s Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) board
meeting, Dr. Anthony S. Fauci,
Director of the National Institute
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
and Chief Medical Advisor to
President Biden, encouraged MTA
employees to get the COVID-19
vaccine when it becomes available
to protect themselves and those
around them during the pandemic.
In the two-minute message,
the former New York City Subway commuter speaks directly to
the Authority’s heroic frontline
employees, explaining that the
vaccine is safe and the best way to
fight back against the COVID-19
pandemic.
MTA employees have kept
New York City moving during
the pandemic as essential workers
and heroes –and are at the front of
the line to receive a vaccine as Dr.
Fauci details in his message.
The national health expert also
speaks to the special place the
MTA has in his heart from his
teenage years, describing in detail his commute by subway from
Brooklyn to Regis High School in
Manhattan on the Upper East Side.
“I can relate warmly to you
folks who played an important
role in my younger days as a New
Yorker and so since I care about
you all, I strongly encourage all

MTA workers to get vaccinated
against the coronavirus,” Dr. Fauci
says in the video. “This pandemic
has taken so much from us and
vaccination is the best way for us
to fight back and help restore our
lives. The U.S.-authorized coronavirus vaccines – one made by
Pfizer, and the other by Moderna
-- are safe and they’re free and
they’re about 95 perfect effective
at preventing adults of all ages
from getting sick.”
The video message will also
play across various MTA internal
platforms for all employees to
view.
A full transcription of Dr.

Fauci’s message appears below.
Greetings to you all. My name
is Tony Fauci, Director of the
National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases at the National
Institutes of Health.
As someone who grew up in
Brooklyn, the New York Metropolitan [Transportation] Authority
has a special place in my heart.
The New York City Subway system is embedded in my brain. I
took the subway every day to get
from my home in Brooklyn to
and from Regis High School in
Manhattan. I would take either
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Rep. Maloney Stands With The Workers
at Hunts Point Market

Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (NY-12) released the
following statement in solidarity
with the workers on strike at Hunts
Point Produce Market, which supplies 60% of the New York City’s
produce, including to thousands
of businesses in the 12th Congressional District.
“I proudly stand with the
employees at Hunts Point Market

who are demanding a $1 hourly
increase. These New Yorkers are
essential workers, keeping our
families fed in the midst of a national health and economic crisis
caused by a once-in-a-lifetime
pandemic. We must recognize the
sacrifices the workers at Hunts
Point Produce Market and food
workers across the country are
making by valuing their tireless
efforts and paying them a living
wage.
“The COVID-19 crisis has
brought to the forefront what it
means to be ‘essential’ and the
workers at Hunts Point Produce
Market are just that. Day in and
day out, they have tirelessly and
unabashedly risked their lives and
even fallen ill with COVID-19 to
keep our communities fed. They
have taken care of us – we must
ensure they are taking home a
wage that allows them to care for
themselves and their families.”

Discussing Community Concerns

(Continued on page 9)

QEDC & SBS Offer Suggestions to Improve Two Commercial
Corridors in Southeast Queens
Although COVID-19 continues to keep us physically apart,
Queens District Attorney Melinda
Katz was glad for the opportunity
to speak to members of Community Board 12 earlier last week.
CB12 encompasses the neigh-

borhoods of Jamaica, Hollis, St.
Albans, South Ozone Park and
Springfield Gardens. It was a pleasure catching up with old friends
and meeting new faces, including
the newly elected Chairperson,
Reverend Carlene Thorbs.

AG James Congratulates Senate Majority
Leader Charles Schumer

The Southeast Queens neighborhood has two vibrant, diverse
shopping centers -- Liberty Avenue and 101st Avenue between
the Van Wyck Expressway and
Woodhaven Boulevard, but there
are sanitation and marketing
challenges, according to a new
Commercial District Needs Assessment that the Queens Economic Development Corporation
created with NYC Small Business
Services. A local merchant group
looks like the solution.
QEDC Program Manager Sam
Smouha organized and facilitated
stakeholder meetings and gathered more than 620 surveys from
storeowners, shoppers, workers,
property owners, and residents
between August 2019 and March
2020. The data was then compiled
into this report, which provides insight on the local retail landscape
and consumer characteristics.
(Continued on page 9)

New York Attorney General Letitia James tonight congratulated
Senate Majority Leader Charles
Schumer for his ascension to the
most powerful position in the
United States Senate:
“We always knew Brooklyn
ruled the world, but now it rules

the U.S. Senate! I want to congratulate my good friend, Chuck
Schumer, for his ascension to Senate majority leader.
“As a U.S. senator, every year,
Chuck Schumer visits all 62 counties — attending every graduation, parade, street fair, and picnic
he can while he engages with New
Yorkers from across the state. As
majority leader, I have all the confidence that he will use that same
spirit to engage with senators from
across the nation and deliver real
results for the American people.
“As New Yorkers, we can all be
proud that our values will be guiding the work of the U.S. Senate.”

WE’RE HIRING!

I m m e d ia te p os i t ion s for scho ol b us d rivers

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com
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(Jan. 29 to Feb. 4)
It can’t get much colder, but
Queens is on fire with zooms and
a few in-person events. This week
features art openings, live concerts, gossip, takeovers, marble,
and aromatherapy.
● Jan. 29, The Great American
Songbook, 7 pm. Ann Hampton
Callaway, who gave a Tonynominated performance in the
Broadway musical “Swing!,” sings
early-20th-century Jazz standards
and popular songs.
● Jan. 29, Instagram Takeover:
Aya Rodriguez Izumi, Jan. 30.
Socrates Sculpture Park lets Artist
Fellow Rodriguez Izumi control
its Instagram account as part of
the ongoing Monuments Now
exhibition.
● Jan. 29, The Gift in the Wound,
Feb. 7. Flux Factory displays work
by artists who have confronted
their fears, traumas, and shadows,
and emerged on the other side with
unexpected insights, treasures,
and talents. The virtual artist talk
is on Jan. 29 at 7 pm. Flux Factory,
39-31 29th St., Long Island City.
● Jan. 29, Zoom Artist Hang, 5
pm. Flushing Town Hall hosts a
virtual gathering for artists of all
disciplines. Meet creative people.
Talk shop. Stay connected.
● Jan. 30, Greenhouse Gossip,
noon. Queens Botanical Garden
streams a workshop on succulents and cacti with plant care
demonstrations, activities, and
discussions.
● Jan. 30, Grab-and-Go Craft
Activity Kit, Jan 31. Queens
Botanical Garden offers free bird
feeder kits to take home on both
weekend days, 8 am to 4:30 pm.
Visitors & Administration Building, 43-50 Main St., Flushing.
● Jan. 30, Virtual Watercolor
Houseplants, 11 am. Diana Kuan
leads a beginner-friendly Alley Pond Environmental Center
watercolor class during which
participants experiment with a
range of watercolor techniques -flat wash, wet-on-dry, wet-on-wet,
and dry brush -- to bring house
plants to life.
● Jan. 30, Virtual Family Workshop: Did Anyone Say Marbled
Paintings?, 1 pm. Queens Museum invites families to a fun,
educational workshop on marbled
masterpieces.
● Jan. 30, Defining and Teaching
Genocide, 10 am. This Kupferberg
Holocaust Center workshop explores the definition of the word
“genocide” and how it has been
used to help teachers educate students and how it relates to mass
atrocities.
●
Jan. 31, National Hot Tea
Month Online Workshop, 2 pm.
Celebrate National Hot Tea Month
with King Manor Museum Executive Director Kelsey Brow, who
is also a food historian. She will
discuss 19th century tea consumption and teach how to make the
perfect cup.
● Jan. 31, Winter Aromatherapy,
11:30 am. Certified Aromatherapy
Practitioner Anna Mascia teaches
participants how to support their
immune systems with essential

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

QBG BirdFeeders

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

Socrates Ortman
oils. In person, she teaches about
the six essential oils and how to
use them. Topics include steam
inhalation, chest rubs, and synergistic blends. Alley Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 76th Ave.,
Oakland Gardens.
●
Jan. 31, Percussia, 6 pm.
Percussia mixes flute, harp, percussion, and viola for a one-of-akind sound that crosses cultural
boundaries, genres, and styles.
The ensemble performs virtually,
thanks to the Jackson Heights
Beautification Group.
● Feb. 1, Bayside Historical Society Art Show, Feb. 28. The 20th
annual exhibition features work
by Queens-based artists in a variety of styles and mediums. Due
to COVID, it’s online this year.
●
Feb. 1, Call and Response:
Grief, Resiliency and Hope. Flushing Town Hall plans to re-start its
outdoor community art exhibition
for Lunar New Year. Thus on Feb.
1, the nonprofit arts agency will
start accepting submissions to be
displayed on a fence on Northern
Boulevard.
● Feb. 2, Name That Tune, 7 pm.
The fabulous DJ Bucciarelli and
Queensborough Performing Arts
Center Executive Director Susan
Agin present a fun new twist to
the old “Name That Tune” game.
●
Feb. 2, Know Your Rights,
noon. Commonpoint Queens
streams a workshop on Child
Support and Custody Issues with
Jackie Harounian from Wissel-

man, Harounian & Associates,
which specializes in matrimonial
and family law.
● Feb. 3, Premiere Violin Performance, 6 pm. Socrates Sculpture
Center’s ongoing Monuments Now
exhibition presents Laura Ortman,
a violinist of White Mountain
Apache lineage. She jammed atop
the Because Once You Enter My
House ziggurat after drawing inspiration from the park’s location
on the East River and the Cahokia
mounds, archaeological remnants
of a prehistoric civilization in Collinsville, Illinois.
●
Feb. 4, Process → Project:
What Comes Out of Our Sketchbooks, March 20. This exhibition
displays sketches by working artists in such practices as writing,
painting, drawing, photography,
collage, assemblage, sculpture,
and paper-making. Jamaica Center
for Arts & Learning Miller Gallery, 161-04 Jamaica Ave.
● Feb. 4, Queens Storytellers,
7 pm. Queens Theatre zooms an
ongoing program that features
brand new shows every Thursday.
Talented raconteurs share sevenminute tales.
● Feb. 4, Chosen Family: Marking Time, noon. Mary Enoch
Elizabeth Baxter (aka “Isis Tha
Savior”) talks with fellow artists
Daniel McCarthy Clifford, Larry
Cook, and Sable Elyse Smith
about the ongoing MoMA PS1
exhibition Marking Time: Art in
the Age of Mass Incarceration.

(718) 699-2499
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Dr. Fauci, Former Straphanger, Encourages MTA Employees Riders Alliance And Allies Host Transit
Coffee With US Sen. Majority Leader
to Get COVID-19 Vaccine: ‘This May Save Your Life’
Charles E. Schumer
And so since I care about you
Throughout the U.S. pandemic,
(Continued from page 7)
the BMT, what was then called
the West End line, when I lived
in Bensonhurst, or what was then
called the Sea Beach line when I
moved to Dyker Heights. I would
take it from there to 14th Street in
Union Square where I would pick
up the IRT Lexington Avenue
Express to 86th and Lex to get to
Regis on 85th between Madison
and Park. And so I can relate
warmly to you folks who played
an important role in my younger
days as a New Yorker.

all, I strongly encourage all MTA
workers to get vaccinated against
the coronavirus. This pandemic
has taken so much from us, and
vaccination is the best way for us
to fight back and help restore our
lives. The U.S. authorized coronavirus vaccines, one made by
Pfizer, the other by Moderna, are
safe and they’re free, and they’re
about 95% effective at preventing
adults of all ages from getting sick.
The sooner you get vaccinated, the
sooner we can get our lives back
and our country back on track.

you have kept New York City’s
public transit moving. That is why
you are essential workers at the
front of the line to receive a coronavirus vaccine. Take advantage
of it, get vaccinated. To be fully
protected, you need one shot plus
a booster shot a few weeks later.
This may save your life.
I wish you all the best. Take
care of yourselves. And even after
you are vaccinated, stay safe by
continuing to follow public health
guidelines of wearing a mask.
Thank you.

QEDC & SBS Offer Suggestions to Improve Two Commercial
Corridors in Southeast Queens
(Continued from page 7)
Demographically, Richmond
Hill is home to tight-knit immigrant communities, such as the
Punjabi Sikh and Indo-Caribbean
populations. A stretch of Liberty
Avenue is known as “Little Guyana” and 101st Avenue between
111th and 123rd streets is co-named
“Punjab Way.” Thus, multiple
Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, and Christian houses of worship are within
blocks of each other.
The commercial corridors
have plenty of culturally relevant
vendors (tropical bakeries, roti
shops, and open-air markets) along
with a healthy mix of new and
long-standing occupants with few
long-time vacancies. The streets
are pedestrian-friendly with public transportation options (i.e. the
A train) and proximity to major
roadways such as the Van Wyck
Expressway and Cross Bay Boulevard. Plus, nonprofit cultural organizations and religious institutions
organize high profile public events
that attract tourists from around
the world.
However, Smouha found unacceptable levels of garbage on
the sidewalk and overf lowing

litter baskets. In addition, the dark
and shadowy street conditions
below the elevated A line make
the environment less welcoming
to pedestrians. Other challenges
include online retail, proximity to
Queens Center mall, and the lack
of a formal merchant organization
to address issues.
Some of the report’s recommended interventions include the
following:
• Collaborate and share resources
to address problems;
•
Market Richmond Hill as a
unique cultural and culinary destination;
• Clean and beautify the sidewalks and public spaces;
• Increase street furniture;
•
Implement holiday lights to
welcome shoppers and generate
neighborhood pride;
• Leverage the proximity to economic anchors, especially John F.
Kennedy International Airport and
Resorts World Casino New York
City; and
• Develop a storefront improvement program to finance exterior
renovations and promote annual
events.
On July 1, 2020, SBS began a
three-year commitment to fund

commercial revitalization efforts
in Richmond Hill.
“I really feel honored to have
worked with SBS on this needs assessment,” stated Smouha. “Richmond Hill is a unique, endearing
area with a strong commercial
corridor that provides products and
services to the public while creating jobs. We discovered some ways
to improve the area and guarantee
a bright future for all.”
About the NYC Department of
Small Business Services
SBS helps unlock economic potential and create economic security
for all New Yorkers by connecting
New Yorkers to good jobs, creating
stronger businesses, and building
vibrant neighborhoods across the
five boroughs. For more information on all SBS services, visit nyc.
gov/sbs, call 311, and follow the
agency on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram.
About Queens Economic Development Corporation
QEDC strives to help entrepreneurs start and maintain successful
small businesses by partnering
with local organizations to develop
commercial districts and promote
Queens as a destination for residential, business, and visitor growth.

Councilman Ulrich, Broad Channel Civic Announce
New Traffic Light at Entrance to Broad Channel
(Continued from page 6)
the installation of the new traffic
signal at 1st Road and Cross Bay
Boulevard, which will create safer
conditions in the area for residents
and those who travel to and from
the Broad Channel Athletic Club,”
said NYC DOT Queens Borough
Commissioner Nicole Garcia. “We
thank Council Member Ulrich,
Senator Addabbo, Assembly
Member Pheffer Amato, the Broad
Channel Civic Association, and
all the local residents who have
worked so hard to make this safety
improvement a reality.”
“I am thrilled to see this traffic light finally installed at the
entrance of Broad Channel. This
will help keep the residents of the
community safe, especially the
children that frequent the popular Broad Channel Athletic Club
fields,” State Senator Joseph P.

Addabbo, Jr. said. “This group
of elected officials have been
working hard for years alongside
community activists - such as the
Broad Channel Civic Association
- to see this change be made, and
I couldn’t be happier for the Broad
Channel community for getting
this done. This is a fine example
of how government should work
- the community, elected officials
and government agencies working
collaboratively together to benefit
the general public. Thank you to
everyone involved for making our
communities safer.”
“The installation of this new
traffic light, along with numerous
safety improvements along Cross
Bay Boulevard, marks another
milestone in making Broad Channel a safer community for all,”
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer
Amato said. “Broad Channel residents can walk with confidence

through their streets, or take their
kids to an event at the athletic club
without fear, and that is great news
for everyone. I want to thank my
partners in government, the Broad
Channel Civic Association and
the New York City DOT for their
collaboration on this and all future safety measures in the Broad
Channel Community.”
As of Thursday, January 14,
the new traffic light is fully functional. The new traffic signal will
help bolster access to Jamaica Bay
Greenway’s pedestrian and bicycle path, as well as help improve
safety for all road users - pedestrians, cyclists, and motorists. This
new infrastructure is also a part of
the Agency’s ongoing comprehensive strategy to upgrade the twoway protected lane on Cross Bay
Boulevard, between the Addabbo
Bridge and East 1st Road in Broad
Channel.

QueensTimes is on facebook
Visit us at www.facebook.com/queenstimes
or visit our website www.queenstimes.com

US Senate Majority Leader
Charles Schumer discussed the
recent federal rescue of New
York’s public transit system and
hopes for the future in a Biden
administration.
Following the event, Riders Alliance Policy & Communications
Director Danny Pearlstein said:
“New York riders were very encouraged by the Majority Leader’s
embrace of $8 billion in additional
MTA aid, parity between transit

and highway funding, a federal
partnership to support transit service, and congestion pricing approval as part of the MTA capital
program.
“Our members will be working alongside Senator Schumer,
our champions in the New York
Congressional delegation, and
our regional and national allies to
make this robust agenda a reality
and secure an equitable future for
public transit.”

Biden Orders Quick Action on Hunger
Many New Yorkers receiving
SNAP and Pandemic EBT will
soon get increases in their benefits.
An estimated 29 million adults
and at least eight million children
nationwide are experiencing food
insecurity because of the pandemic. On Friday, President Joe
Biden signed an executive order
directing the Agriculture Department to allow states to increase

SNAP benefits to the lowestincome recipients, and to raise
emergency benefits for families
whose children would normally
be getting free meals at school by
15%. Joel Berg, CEO of Hunger
Free America, said the order should
benefit at least three million New
Yorkers. (contd.) Podcast and entire story available: https://www.
newsservice.org/index.php

Meng Commends Biden For Signing . . .
(Continued from page 3)
across the country, bringing these
concerns to the federal level,
and denouncing in particular the
rhetoric spewed by Donald Trump,
GOP Leader Kevin McCarthy and
others who used terms such as
‘Chinese virus,’ ‘Wuhan Virus’
and ‘Kung Flu’ that have further
stoked and fueled attacks and acts
of hate. I was proud to lead this
effort with our now-Vice President Kamala Harris. I also saw
the immediate need, and thereby,
introduced multiple legislation
addressing the increasing hate
crimes against Asian Americans,
plus the inequities of language
access and cultural sensitivities.
After all, no one should be denied
access to COVID-19 response and
care because of their ethnicity or
language proficiency.
I called on President Biden to
use his executive authorities to address these injustices. I am pleased
that my actions and initiatives

helped lead to this memorandum,
especially within the first full
week of President Biden taking
office. Unlike the previous administration, President Biden understands the needs and concerns of
the Asian American community.
In signing his memorandum, the
President said loud and clear that
this intolerance against Asian
Americans has no place anywhere
in our country, and it underscores
his commitment to lifting up
and empowering those of Asian
descent and tackling issues that
have disproportionally impacted
the Asian American community,
particularly in the midst of the
COVID-19 outbreak.
I look forward to continuing
to work with President Biden to
combat the increase in anti-Asian
sentiment, and ensure that the
crucial initiatives he laid out today
are implemented, and benefit the
Asian American community during and beyond the COVID-19
pandemic.”

Meng Statement on Holocaust
Remembrance Day

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY)
today issued the following statement on Holocaust Remembrance
Day.
“Six million Jews and millions
of others were murdered in the
Holocaust and each year on this

day we honor their memories,
and reaffirm our commitment to
ensuring that future generations
are taught about this dark period
in history.
Today and every day, we must be
vigilant in fighting the scourge of
anti-Semitism. We must do every
single thing possible to eradicate
this evil whenever and wherever
it occurs and in any form that it
takes. With anti-Semitic incidents
rising across the globe, it is more
important than ever for the world
community to stand against and
combat this hate and intolerance.
We all have a responsibility to
honor the memories of those who
were killed. We must continue
to tell their stories and do all we
can to make certain that we never
forget.”
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MTA Launches Living Memorial to Honor
Transit Workers Lost to COVID-19

The global pandemic has
led to unimaginable loss to
the MTA family, with 136
employees dying of COVID-19 since the pandemic
began. To honor and pay
tribute to those who have
been lost too soon, the Metropolitan Transportation
Authority today launched
an engaging visual memorial to those employees,
heroes who dedicated their
lives to moving New Yorkers through the city and
region.
Built around photographs
shared by family members,
the memorial was designed
by MTA Arts & Design at
the request of Sarah Feinberg, Interim President of
MTA New York City Transit. It is entitled “TRAVELS FAR” after a poem
by Tracy K. Smith, former
U.S. Poet Laureate, that
was commissioned for this
project and will appear in
multiple languages at stations. The online version is
accompanied by an original
score of the same name
by composer Christopher
Thompson, which was also
commissioned for the memorial. This special tribute
involved many people in
various disciplines including New York City Transit
liaisons to the family, and
in-house talent from marketing, web and digital
content teams.
The memorial will appear as an eight-minute
video running on 138 threepanel digital screens at

107 subway stations today,
Monday, Jan. 25, through
Sunday, Feb. 7. The video
will play twice consecutively three times per day,
at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 p.m. and
8:30 p.m. and is available to
view on a website featuring
the memorial and portraits.
“COVID-19 has been
a devastating scourge on
our entire country and,
tragically, that includes the
MTA’s workforce,” said
MTA Chairman and CEO
Patrick J. Foye. “We quickly made sure that those
families who lost an MTA
worker to COVID were
taken care of financially,
but the launch of today’s
memorial is aimed at personalizing the legacies of
those who died during the
pandemic. It is a moving
tribute to the members
of our heroic workforce
who lost their lives and we
will continue to make sure
those who perished are not
forgotten.”
“The pandemic has
marked an unimaginably
challenging and painful
time at New York Cit y
Transit,” Feinberg said.
“Today marks the next
step in our ongoing efforts
to honor the colleagues,
friends and family members who were taken from
us too soon. These men and
women were the heroes of
the transit system - conductors, bus and train operators, cleaners – but they
were also mothers, fathers,
sisters, brothers, sons and

daughters. We think of
them daily and we continue
to mourn them with their
friends and families.”
“TRAVELS FAR, with its
poignant title and thoughtf ul words by Tracy K.
Smith, helps us remember
these courageous members
of the MTA family in a way
that pays tribute and honors
them and their workplace
contributions,” said Sandra Bloodworth, Director
of MTA Arts and Design.
“Surrounded by a spectrum
of colors, the portraits in
black and white allow us a
glimpse into unique personalities known to their families and colleagues.?This
memorial shows that art
can be a powerful messenger, conveying loss and
honoring the memory of our
colleagues.” ?
“Transport Workers
Union Local 100 will never
forget our union brothers
and sisters who perished
in service to the city,” said
Tony Utano, President,
Transport Workers Union
Local 100. “It’s our fervent hope that with this
memorial the riding public
also keeps them in their
hearts and minds. Stop for
a moment during your daily
travels and reflect on these
departed heroes, the lives
lost, and the heartbreak being carried by their families
and co-workers. May they
rest in peace.”
Visit the Online Memorial:
https://new.mta.info/covidmemorial

QBP Richards Accepting Applications to Serve on
Queens Solid Waste Advisory Board
Application Deadline:
Friday, February 26
Queens Borough President Donovan Richards is
accepting applications from
civic-minded individuals
and organizations across
Queens to serve on the
Queens Solid Waste Advisory Board (QSWAB) — a
diverse group of residents
and industry representatives
tasked with advising the
Queens Borough President
on a wide array of issues
including, but not limited to
waste, recycling, resiliency
and environmental equity.
“We will leave no stone
unturned when it comes
to ensuring environmental
justice for all Queens communities, especially for our
long-underserved neigh-

borhoods and those areas
most endangered by the
perils of climate change,”
said Borough President
RICHARDS. “Comprised
of community advocates
representing all cross-sections of our borough, the
Queens Solid Waste Advisory Board will be an
invaluable source of expertise as we work tirelessly
toward a zero waste future.
I encourage all who are
interested in helping build
a brighter, greener Queens
to apply today.”
The digitized QSWAB
application is available
online at www.queensbp.
org/swab. The deadline
for prospective applicants
to submit an application is
Friday, February 26, 2021.
Applicants can apply either

as an individual or as a representative of an organization or business entity.
Appointments to the
QSWAB, which will meet
monthly and must consist of
no fewer than 20 unsalaried
members, are made by the
Queens Borough President
pursuant to New York City
Administrative Code.
Members representing community boards,
recycling industries, carting
industries, environmental
organizations, government
agencies, labor organizations, business organizations, property owners,
tenant organizations and
members of the general
public are appointed to
terms of two years and are
eligible for reappointment at
the conclusion of their term.
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Notice of Formation of IMOVE
NYC, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 01/15/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o The LLC, 23-66 21st
Street, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021

File No.: 2019-2328/A
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To:
Tommy L. Williams, Sr.
Keith Williams,
Danny Williams,
Margaret Harvey,
Armedia J. Parker,
Rutha T. Lavender,
Betty Whittington,
Wendell Williams,
Sharon Williams,
J ohnnie M aud Troutman
Rumph,
Warren E. Shaw,
Willer R. Ward,
John L. Williams,
Reginald Williams,
Harmon B. Williams, Jr.,
Jackie B. Shaw,
Attorney General of the State
of New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at
law and assignees of SABRINA
SHAW, deceased, or their
estates, if any there be, whose
names, places of residence
and post office addresses are
unknown to the petitioner and
cannot with due diligence be
ascertained.
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Charles Guidice, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate of
SABRINA SHAW, deceased,
who at the time of death was
a resident of 2423 North 51st
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19131.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens
C o u n t y, w h o m a i n t a i n s
her office at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens
County, New York 11435, as
Ancillary Administrator of the
Estate of SABRINA SHAW,
deceased, you and each of
you are hereby cited to show
cause before the Surrogate
at the Surrogate’s Court of
the County of Queens, to be
held at the Queens General
Courthouse, 6th Floor, 88-11
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
City and State of New York, on
the 25th day of February, 2021
at 9:30 o’clock in the forenoon,
why the Account of Proceedings
of the Public Administrator of
Queens County, as Ancillary
Administrator of the Estate
of said deceased, a copy of
which is attached, should
not be judicially settled, and
why the Surrogate should not
fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $20,355.83 and that the
Court fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on
this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the

within accounting; and why the
Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules A,
A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account, as
the fair and reasonable amount
payable to the Office of the
Public Administrator for the
expenses of said office pursuant
to S.C.P.A. §1106(3); and why
the Ancillary Letters issued
to the Public Administrator
should not be revoked and
Limited Letters of Administration
be is sued to t he Public
Administrator; and why each of
you claiming to be a distributee
of the decedent should not
establish proof of your kinship;
and why the balance of said
funds should not be paid to said
alleged distributees upon proof
of kinship, or deposited with
the Commissioner of Finance
of the City of New York should
said alleged distributees default
herein, or fail to establish proof
of kinship.
Dated, Attested and Sealed
17th day of December, 2020
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
JAMES LIM BECKER
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
T H E CO U RT H O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
1/21,28,2/4&11/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
Braddoc k Proper t y LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with NY
Dept. of State on 11/16/20.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. NY Sec. of State
designated agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served, and shall mail
process to 236-07 Braddock
Ave, Bellerose, NY 11426.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021
PIVOT ENGINEERING PLLC,
a Prof. LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 07/17/2020.
Office loc: Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The LLC,
2521 31st Avenue, Apt B11,
Astoria, NY 11106. Purpose:
To Practice The Profession
Of Professional Engineering.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
JALAOYD ONLINE CLOTHING
STORE LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 01/14/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 146 Beach 59th
Street, 801, Arverne, NY 11692.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021

Q
TI U E
M EN
ES S

Notice of Formation of Limited
Par tnership (L.P.) Name:
Biltmore Realty Associates
L.P. Certificate of Limited
Partnership filed with the
Department of State of New
York: 11/16/20 Office location:
County of Queens Purpose:
Any and all lawful activities The
names and business address
or residence street address
of each general partner is
available from the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY).
The latest date upon which
the limited partnership is to
dissolve is: 12/31/2068 SSNY
is designated as agent of the LP
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of process to: c/o The
Argo Corporation, 50 West 17th
Street, New York, NY 10011.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18,&25/2021
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Notice of Formation of TRUV11
LLC, a domestic LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
12/4/2020. Office location:
QUEENS County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

SUPERCELL SYSTEMS
LLC filed Arts. of Org. with
the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/8/2020. Office:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served and
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 34-18 Northern Blvd,
Ste 321, Long Island City, NY
11101. Purpose: any lawful act.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021

GT Home Buyers LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 11/20/2020.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 10318 127th St., Richmond Hill,
NY 11419. General Purpose.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
APT. 4 LLC Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/09/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 20-65 41st
Street, Apt 1, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/24,31/2020,1/7,14,21&28/2021

87-30 132ND STREET LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 11/16/20. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, c/o Douglas P. Mayer,
Esq., 114 Old Country Road,
Suite 248, Mineola, NY 11501.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021

File No.: 2019-13/B
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To:
Judith Engelsberg,
Donna Jean Cohen,
Attorney General of the State
of New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at
law and assignees of HOPE
ENGELSBERG, deceased,
or their estates, if any there
be, whose names, places
of residence and post office
addresses are unknown to the
petitioner and cannot with due
diligence be ascertained
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Arthur Terranova, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate
of HOPE ENGELSBERG,
deceased, who at the time of
death was a resident of 121-06
109th Avenue, Unit C1, South
Ozone Park, NY 11420, in the
County of Queens, State of
New York.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens
C o u n t y, w h o m a i n t a i n s
her office at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens
County, New York 11435, as
Administrator of the Estate
of HOPE ENGELSBERG,
deceased, you and each of you
are hereby cited to show cause
before the Surrogate at the
Surrogate’s Court of the County
of Queens, to be held at the
Queens General Courthouse,
6th Floor, 88 -11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, City and
State of New York, on the 18th
day of February, 2021 at 9:30
o’clock in the forenoon, why the
Account of Proceedings of the
Public Administrator of Queens
County, as Administrator of
the Estate of said deceased,
a copy of which is attached,
should not be judicially settled,
and why the Surrogate should
not fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $9,737.98 and that the Court
fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on
this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the
within accounting; and why the
Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules A,
A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account,
as the fair and reasonable
amount payable to the Office
of the Public Administrator for
the expenses of said office
pursuant to S.C.P.A. §1106(3);

and why each of you claiming to
be a distributee of the decedent
should not establish proof
of your kinship; and why the
balance of said funds should
not be paid to said alleged
distributees upon proof of
kinship, or deposited with the
Commissioner of Finance of
the City of New York should
said alleged distributees default
herein, or fail to establish proof
of kinship.
Dated, Attested and Sealed
17th day of December, 2020
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
JAMES LIM BECKER
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS S ERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
T H E CO U RT H O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
1/14,21,28&2/4/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
KASIMORE CATERING LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/01/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, 116 -18 Inwood
Street, Jamaica, NY 11436.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021

Notice of Formation of 1352
Commerce B LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/22/20. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o The LLC, 450 Zerega
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Notice of Formation of
Guildford Four LLC. Ar ts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of
S t at e of N Y (S S N Y ) o n
12/11/20. Of fice location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, P.O. Box 864045,
R i d g e w o o d , N Y 113 8 6 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021
Triplepoint Development LLC
Art. of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 9/21/2020. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, 50-15 39th Street, Apt.
1C Sunnyside, NY 11104.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
ARVANITIS CPA, PLLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 25-31 Astoria
Boulevard, Astoria, NY 11102.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
Northern 167 Property LLC,
Arts of Org filed with SSNY on
10/13/20. Off. Loc.: Queens
County, SSNY designated as
agent of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process
to: The LLC, 38-08 Union St,
Ste 13B, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: to engage in any lawful
act. 1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021

Notice of Formation of NO
HANDOUTS LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 11/23/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 167-20 144th
Drive, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Notice of Formation of EAT
WELL. FEED WELL., LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/04/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 80-54 257th
Street, Floral Park, NY 11004.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
3432 71 Realty LLC, Arts of Org
filed with SSNY on 12/15/20.
Off. Loc.: Queens County,
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 204 Central Blvd, New
Hyde Park, NY 11040. Purpose:
to engage in any lawful act.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Fusion100 LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 12/18/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to 102-30 66th
Rd., Ste. 5E, Forest Hills,
NY 11375. General Purpose.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Sujany Enterprises LLC Auth.
filed w/ SSNY on 12/22/20.
O f f ic e: Q ueens C o. LLC
formed in DE on 12/17/20.
SSNY designated as agent
for proc ess & shall mail
to: 43-01 37th St., LIC, NY
11101. DE addr. of LLC: 8
The Green, #R, Dover, DE
19901. Cert. of Form. filed
w/ DE Sec of State, 401
Federal St, #4, Dover, DE
19901. Purpose: any lawful.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

Notice of Formation of 215th
Street Real Property LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/11/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, 38-02 214th Place,
Bayside, NY 11361-2122.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
Notice of Formation of LEGIT
SOAPS LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 12/28/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o The
LLC, 67- 41 Kissena Blvd,
Apt 5C, Flushing, NY 11367.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
Notice of Formation of
MANORLAV LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/05/2021.
O f f i c e l o c at i o n: Q u e e ns
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: c/o The LLC,
10 0 G r e e n w ay Te r r a c e,
Fo r e s t H i l l s , N Y 11375 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
R & A Funding, LLC filed w/
SSNY 4/10/17 Off. in Queens
Co. SSNY desig. as agt. of
LLC whom process may be
served & shall mail process
to the LLC, 97-13 Springfield
Blvd, Fl. 1st, Queens Village,
NY 11429. The reg. agt. is
Irene N. Nwanyanwu at same
address. Any lawful purpose.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021
Notice of Formation of UNITED
BROTHERS EMPIRE LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
12/09/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, 118-34 201 Place,
Saint A lbans, NY 11412.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
YIANNIS BURGER LLC ,
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 01/07/2021. Office
loc: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: Chris
Giannakas, 32-06 84th Street,
East Elmhurst, NY 11370.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
112 S T R E E T G B L L C , a
domest ic LLC. A r t s. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
10/28/2020. Office location:
QUEENS County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/24,31/2020,1/7,14,21&28/2021
Notice of Formation of MAMAS
COCINA LLC, a domestic LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 12/04/2020. Office location:
QUEENS County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 11309 14th Road, Fl
1, College Point, NY 11356.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/24,31/2020,1/7,14,21&28/2021
Notice of Formation of C&L
ELITE BEVERAGES L.L.C.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/25/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 86-92 208 Street,
Queens Village, NY 11427.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

Notice of Formation of 17237
125 AVE LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 07/20/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 135-14 127 Street,
South Ozone Park, NY 11420.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
ARVANITIS CPA, PLLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 25-31 Astoria
Boulevard, Astoria, NY 11102.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
65-45 Cromwell Crescent LLC,
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY) 12/9/2020.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to Maria Coriat,
61-20 Grand Central Parkway,
apt. B403, Forest Hills, NY
11375. General Purpose.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021
Notice of formation of InstaTix,
LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of
St ate of N ew Yor k. A ny
communication may be initiated
at P.O. Box 260212, 23715
Braddock Ave Bellerose, NY
11426, for any lawful purpose.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021
Notice is hereby given that an
order entered by the Civil Court,
Queens County, on the 18th
day of October, 2019, bearing
Index Number NC-000911- 19/
QU, a copy of which may be
examined at the Office of the
Clerk, located at 89-17 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, New York
11435, grants me (us) the right
to: Assume the name of (First)
DAPHNE (Middle) VALENTINA
(L ast) VACA CASTI LLO;
My present name is (First)
DAPHNE (Middle) VALENTINA
(Last) VACA (infant); The
city and state of my present
address are Corona, NY; My
place of birth is QUEENS,
NY; and, the month and year
of my birth are August 2017.
1/28/2021.
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NewYork-Presbyterian Queens Opens
New Surgical Intensive Care Unit

NewYork-Presbyterian Queens recently opened a new 20
bed Surgical Intensive Care Unit. This unit offers advanced
care for patients requiring the highest level of care after
surgery. According to NewYork-Presbyterian Queens Chief
Operating Officer, Bob Blenderman, the unit has been in
development for several years. “Having the ability to move
into this unit gives us the ability to care for patients who
seek and need our high quality surgical services,” explains
Blenderman, “It is state of the art. This ICU gives us the
opportunity to care for the highest acuity patients, allowing
our staff to deliver best in class care to our patients.” These
twenty new beds are part of a larger plan to build 60 ICU
beds over the next year to support this tertiary care facility.

Speaking to Our Youth

The Queens District Attorney’s
Legal Explorers program, which
is active during the school year,
introduces over 80 high school
students to prosecutors, judges,
defense attorneys, police officers
and others to discuss how each
party plays a vital role in the
criminal justice process.

This week’s meeting was
dedicated to Peace Week and I
joined the program to speak about
my administration, this office’s
commitment to equity within the
criminal justice system, as well as
resources to consider as they start
thinking about higher education
choices.

Giornale Italo Americano
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