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UPDATED Consumer Alert: The
Department of State and Division
of Consumer Protection Warn of
Email Phishing Scheme
Scammers Use Fake Email to Try to Get Users to Click on
Fraudulent Link
The New York State Department of State and the Division of Consumer Protection today warned New Yorkers
of an email phishing scheme. These illegitimate emails
ask recipients to verify their profile to avoid experiencing
delay and future problems in renewing their license. The
messages link to a non-listed URL. Anyone who received
such an email should delete it right away.
The following is a sample of the emails sent:
From: New York Secretary Of State [mailto:smbuck@
csuchico.edu]
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2021 1:21 AM
Subject: Department Of State Important Notice
Effective January 30,2021 Department Of State,Division Of
Corporations,State Andrew M Cuomo,Governor,Rossana
Rosado.Secretary Of State require that all legally conduct
businesses in the state should verify their profile to avoid
experiencing delay and future problems in renewing their
license in 2021
Please click on Validate Profile below to login to your account and begin the profile validation process.
VALIDATE PROFILE HERE
New York Secretary Of State
(Continued on page 2)

Schumer, Suozzi Lead New Push to
Permanently Restore NY’s Full SALT
Deduction & Drop Legislation at
Same Time With Co-Sponsors

U.S Senator Charles Schumer
and Rep. Tom Suozzi introduced
paired legislation in the new Congress to eliminate the $10,000 cap
on the State and Local Tax (SALT)
deduction starting in 2021. The
proposal would allow taxpayers

to fully deduct their state and local taxes on their federal income
returns. In 2017, the deduction was
capped at $10,000 and resulted in a
tax increase for many middle-class
(Continued on page 2)
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James Gennaro Wins Special Election
For City Council 24th District
Moderate Democrat James F.
Gennaro won a special election
Tuesday for the New York City
Council’s 24th District, a seat in
Queens he once held, defeating
Moumita Ahmed, a progressive
candidate who had come under
fire from the Jewish community
for a tweet about Israel.
With 98.78% of the votes counted, Gennaro had 59.79%, while
Ahmed, his nearest opponent in
the eight-candidate race, had just
15.61% — a margin of 2,497 votes.
When more than 95% of the
votes were counted Gennaro said,
“I am of course compelled to respect the process of the counting
of all the ballots. I eagerly await
those final results. I am grateful to
the people who supported us and
to my fellow candidates.”
Mail-in ballots will not be
counted before next week, but as
of Tuesday morning — the last day
by which those ballots could be
postmarked and still be eligible —
just 600 mail-in ballots had been
submitted, so it does not appear

that mail-in ballots will affect the
outcome of the election.
Gennaro had held the 24th
City Council seat for three terms
ending in 2013, before being termlimited out. Since 2014, he has
served in the Cuomo Administration’s Department of Environmen-

tal Conservation.
In special elections, candidates
do not run as members of major
parties, but form their own parties;
Gennaro’s was called “Queens
(Continued on page 4)

Snow Day at St. Mary’s Children’s Hospital

Many of the kids of St. Mary’s can’t go outside and enjoy the snow, so the hospital staff
made things special and brought some of the snow to them. St. Mary’s treats the city’s
most critically ill and injured children and is NYC’s only post-acute pediatric care facility.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

UPDATED Consumer Alert: The Department of State and
Division of Consumer Protection Warn of
Email Phishing Scheme
(Continued from page 1)

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Note: This is an automated email.
Do NOT reply to this message.
Phishing emails are fraudulent
messages scammers use to obtain
data or sensitive personal information. That information can be used
to commit identity theft or trick the
recipient into installing malicious
software onto a computer or mobile
device.
To help protect against phishing or smishing (SMS phishing)
scams, the NYS Office of Information Technology Services (ITS)
and the Division of Consumer Protection recommend the following
precautions:
• DO exercise caution with all
communications you receive,
including those that appear to be
from a trusted entity. Inspect the
sender’s information to confirm

the message was generated from a
legitimate source.
• DO keep an eye out for telltale
signs of phishing - poor spelling
or grammar, the use of threats, the
URL does not match that of the
legitimate site. If the message does
not feel right, chances are it is not.
• DON’T click on links embedded
in an unsolicited message from an
unverified source.
•
DON’T send your personal
information via text. Legitimate
businesses will not ask users to
send sensitive personal information through text message.
• DON’T post sensitive information online. The less information
you post, the less data you make
available to a cybercriminal for
use in developing a potential attack
or scams.
For more information on
phishing scams, as well as steps

to mitigate a phishing attempt,
visit the NYS Office of Information Technology Services Phishing Awareness resources page at
https://its.ny.gov/resources or the
Division of Consumer Protection
Phishing Scam Prevention Tips
page at https://www.dos.ny.gov/
consumerprotection/identity_
theft/protect_yourself_from_identity_theft/phishing.html.
The New York State Division
of Consumer Protection serves
to educate, assist and empower
the State’s consumers. For more
consumer protection information,
call the DCP Helpline at 800-6971220, Monday through Friday,
8:30am-4:30pm or visit the DCP
website at www.dos.ny.gov/consumerprotection. The Division
can also be reached via Twitter at
@NYSConsumer or Facebook at
www.facebook.com/nysconsumer

Schumer, Suozzi Lead New Push to Permanently Restore
NY’s Full SALT Deduction & Drop Legislation at
Same Time With Co-Sponsors
“The cap on SALT deductions
has been a body blow to New
families.
York families,” said Congressman
“I’ve said it before and I will say Suozzi. “The full SALT deduction
it again: When it comes to SALT, must be restored. Without the full
if you think Long Islanders needed SALT deduction, families will
and deserved this money before the leave New York and the last thing
coronavirus took hold, the stakes we need in the midst of the health
are even higher now because the and economic devastation of COcap is costing our community tens- VID-19 is to lose our residents and
of-thousands of dollars they could taxpayers. Senator Schumer is New
be using amid the crisis,” said U.S. York’s greatest advocate and he
Senator Charles Schumer. “That is holds one of the most powerful and
why Rep. Suozzi and I are pairing important roles in Washington DC.
legislation to restore our full SALT With Majority Leader Schumer on
deduction. We need to bring our our side, we can get this done.”
federal dollars back home and
At a House Ways and Means
cushion the blow this virus—and Committee hearing in 2019, which
this harmful SALT cap—has dealt focused on the impact of the 2017
so many homeowners and families Republican tax law that capped
locally.”
the state and local tax (SALT)
The below data from the IRS shows just how critical the full deduction

deduction at $10,000, Rep. Suozzi
detailed why limiting the SALT
deduction is unfair to Long Island.
Today, he and Schumer reiterated
some of those points:
• New Yorkers already subsidize
other states by paying $36-45 billion more in taxes than we receive
back from the federal government;
• The repeal of the SALT deduction results in double taxation
by imposing federal taxes on the
income used to pay state and local
taxes;
• The elimination of the deduction drives wealthier people to
other states and leaves middle- and
lower-income taxpayers holding
the bag to pay for school, police
and other essential state and local
tax burdens.
was to Long Island homeowners.

Congressional
District
1
2
3
4

Average SALT deduction
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Average SALT
Deduction
New York City $23,431
Nassau
$26,259
Suffolk
$20,020
Under the pre-Trump tax code,
taxpayers who itemized deductions on their federal income tax
returns could deduct state and
local real estate and personal property taxes, as well as either income
taxes or general sales taxes. State
and local income and real estate
taxes had made up approximately
sixty percent of local and state
tax deductions while sales tax and
personal property taxes made up
the remainder. According to the
Tax Policy Center, approximately
one-third of tax filers had itemized deductions on their federal
income tax returns.

Percentage of Individuals
Using SALT deduction
47%
45%
53%
48%
NYC/LONG ISLAND
Number of Households
Claiming SALT
1,388,120
366,910
369,060
“Long Island’s middle class was
gutted when they lost the crucial
and full SALT deduction. Without
the full SALT deduction, the next
generation of Long Islanders will
struggle to purchase their first
homes and others will be driven
to relocate out of state. This kind
of thing is destructive to a regional
economy like ours, and is why
Senator Schumer and Congressman Suozzi are right to do all they
can to take this target off the back
of Long Island homeowners,” said
Kyle Strober, executive director,
Association for a Better Long Island, a leading regional advocacy

$19,959
$16,157
$33,317
$21,127
Percent of Middle Income
SALT Beneficiaries
86%
78%
84%
organization.
The repeal of the $10,000 cap
on the SALT deduction has bipartisan support in the House of
Representatives. The legislation in
the House is led by Suozzi, and colead by Congressman Brad Schneider (D-IL), Congresswoman
Young Kim (R-CA), Congressman
Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ), Congressman Chris Smith (R-NJ),
Congressman Andrew Garbarino
(R-NY), and Congressman Mondaire Jones (D-NY). Original
co-sponsors in the Senate include
Sens. Gillibrand, Wyden, Menendez and Booker.
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Assemblyman Colton is Pleased That a Number of Elected
Official Joined Him in a Letter to The Mayor And Schools
Chancellor Demanding to Restore Screenings And
Auditions in Middle Schools’ Admission Policies

Assemblyman William Colton
(D – Gravesend, Bensonhurst,
Bath Beach, and Dyker Heights)
is pleased that a great number of
the elected officials from the city
and state levels of government
joined him in a letter circulated by
Assemblyman Abbate and myself
to the Mayor and NYC Schools
Chancellor demanding to restore
screenings and auditions in middle
schools’ admission policies.
“Elected officials showed an
enormous concern regarding the
Mayor’s and NYC Chancellor’s
announcement on the eliminating
of middle school screens. Parents

are outraged that middle school
admissions will be by the lottery
this year and not by merit of the
student’s performance. Mayor
and Chancellor have disregarded
the 70% of the concerned voices
that spoke out to maintain screens
at the Admissions Engagement
Forum in June. They repeatedly delayed the announcement of
these drastic changes until the day
before winter break. The news has
completely shaken the confidence
of families throughout the city in
our administration. The parents
and students deserve to have a less
confusing and more consistent
process during this chaotic time,”
Colton stated.
“The new lottery for middle
school admissions creates unfairness for all students. Children’s
education should not be based
on random luck but instead, be
focused on individual student
needs. Lotteries do not attempt to
match students with schools and
programs that meet their academic
needs, talents, and supports.
Chancellor Carranza mysteriously
mentioned the lack of data as a key

reason to remove academic-based
admissions criteria for middle
schools, although acknowledged
that such data exists, and can be
used for high school admissions.
The DOE is proceeding with
talent auditions for high schools
but refuses to do the same for 5th
graders. This so-called “pause”
will have a long-standing impact
on students and we cannot allow
it,” Colton continued.
The parents are grateful that
many elected officials are opposing the changes that were made
by the Mayor and Chancellor and
will not accept any changes to
the Middle Schools’ admission.
Parents and students are entitled
to the clarifications and the proposed lottery must be immediately
cured. We will not allow the Mayor and Chancellor to scrap Gifted
and Talented admission policies.
We will not stand by and permit
them to destroy our children’s
future. The fight will continue
until we will prevail in the fight
against such illogical educational
policies by this administration,”
Colton added.

New York City Councilman Peter Koo Endorses Richard Lee
For The 19th City Council District

Richard Lee
Councilman Peter Koo announced his endorsement of
Richard Lee in his campaign for
the 19th Council District.
Koo has represented the 20th
District in the City Council since
2010 and chairs the Committee
on Parks. Koo is a small business
owner in Flushing and knows
the daily struggles families are
facing, especially now amidst a
pandemic. His endorsement of
Lee is, in part, because of that
shared experience; Richard similarly owns a small business and
understands what City residents
are going through.
“I am incredibly honored by
Councilman Peter Koo’s faith in
me to represent this district in the
City Council,” said Council Candidate Richard Lee. “I look forward to working on behalf of its
residents to deliver the resources

and funding our communities
need to stay ahead during this
incredibly difficult time. I’ll fight
for small businesses, for a more
accessible transportation system,
and for better communication between the Department of Education and public school parents like
my wife and I. I look forward to
working with the Councilman to
win this race and then beyond as
I advocate for our constituents.”
“I’m confident that Richard
Lee has the necessary experience to deliver for the people
of the 19th district as a member
of the City Council,” said Peter
Koo. “His experience as the
Budget Director at the Office of
the Queens Borough President
and past experience with policy
as a housing advocate and small
business owner makes him the
most qualified to lead Northeast Queens through the rest of
the pandemic and the recovery
period.”
During Lee’s tenure at the
Queens Borough President office,
he oversaw projects and investments in Queens totaling over
$500 million, including technology upgrades for our schools, our
hospitals, our libraries, and our
parks. Lee has held this role since

2014 when he was appointed by
then Queens Borough President
Melinda Katz. Prior to this role,
he worked in the Office of Deputy
Majority Leader Leroy Comrie’s
office as the Director of Budget
and Legislative Affairs where he
directed the budget process for
the Queens City Council Delegation and multiple other aspects of
the budget process. Lee has also
worked as a community organizer
with Asian Americans for Equality where he worked on issues like
immigration, economic development, small businesses, and the
City budget.
Koo’s endorsement represents
the second endorsement by an
elected official in the race for
the 19th Council District. His
endorsement follows Congressman Tom Suozzi’s endorsement
of Lee earlier this month.
Richard Lee is a candidate
seeking the Democratic nomination for the New York City
Council’s 19th District, which
encompasses Auburndale, Bay
Terrace, Bayside, Beechhurst,
College Point, Douglaston, Flushing, Little Neck, Malba, and
Whitestone. To learn more about
Richard, check out his website at
www.richardlee.nyc

Assemblyman Weprin on The Importance of Honoring
Black History Month
“The triumphs and accomplishments of African Americans in the United States are to
be celebrated. They took place in
spite of centuries of racism and
oppression. This diverse community has contributed so much to
society, championing causes that
benefit all Americans” said Assemblyman David Weprin. “My
office has continuously fought

to protect the African American community. The COVID-19
pandemic has disproportionately
affected African Americans as
well as other minority communities. This is why I co-sponsored
a bill that delayed the NYC tax
lien sale, protecting home ownership. I have participated in
press conferences demanding
more COVID-19 testing sites

in Queens and the equitable
distribution of the vaccine. As
Chair man of the Cor rection
Committee in the NYS Assembly, I fought for criminal justice
reform measures, sponsoring the
bill for Fair and Timely Parole.
My commitment to making NYC
a better place for African Americans and everyone who lives here
remains strong.

PAGE 3

QBP Richards on Stark Demographic
Disparities in City’s Covid-19
Vaccination Effort
Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards stated the following in response to the release
of the City’s database of COVID-19 vaccine recipients broken
down by race, which revealed
Black and Latino New Yorkers
are being vaccinated at much
lower rates compared to their
overall percentage of the City’s
population.
“We understand that overcoming historical mistrust of scientific
and medical institutions on the
part of communities of color is
not an easy goal to achieve, but
the deep disparities revealed in
the City’s COVID-19 vaccination
database are not just unacceptable
— they are potentially fatal,” said
Borough President RICHARDS.
“To guarantee an equitable recovery and rebuild from this pandem-

ic for our historically underserved
communities, it is imperative that
we involve each and every trusted
community-based organization in
a truly all-hands-on-deck vaccination effort. That includes community vaccination hubs in neighborhoods of color hardest hit by
COVID-19, tireless multilingual
grassroots outreach campaigns,
and so much more.
“Lives are on the line and we
must ensure we do everything
humanly possible to address these
disparities and find solutions.
Every Queens resident, from our
elected leaders and public health
officials to each of us in our capacity as loved ones, friends and
neighbors, have a critical role to
play in saving lives and building our borough back better than
ever.”

Con Edison Supports President Biden’s
Executive Actions
Company Says Actions Are
Consistent With Its Climate
Goals and Initiatives
Con Edison shares President
Biden’s dedication to sustainability and applauds today’s executive
actions as consistent with the
goals in our Clean Energy Commitment. We are encouraging
the adoption of electric vehicles,
working with customers to help
them install solar panels, investing
in transmission to get renewable
power to customers, and striving
to offer customers 100 percent
clean electricity.
Today’s actions recognize
that moving to a clean energy
future requires a comprehensive
approach that factors the environment into every decision we make.
It also recognizes that addressing
climate change and enhancing
sustainability will bring benefits across our lives, including
improved health and economic
opportunities.
Con Edison is proud that

through our Clean Energy Businesses we are the second largest
solar producer in North America.
We would like to contribute even
more to a clean energy future
through utility ownership of largescale renewable farms.
While Con Edison is moving
toward a clean energy future, it is
also adapting its energy-delivery
system to climate change effects
already being felt in the New York
City region that will only intensify
in the future. In a report published
today, the company outlines steps
it will take to ensure reliable, climate-resilient operations for our
customers in the decades ahead.
Con Edison is a subsidiary
of Consolidated Edison, Inc.
[NYSE: ED], one of the nation’s
largest investor-owned energy
companies, with approximately
$13 billion in annual revenues and
$60 billion in assets. The utility
delivers electricity, natural gas
and steam to 3.5 million customers
in New York City and Westchester
County, N.Y.

AG Letitia James Statement on the
Preservation of Brooklyn Underground
Railroad Site

In response to the New York
City Landmarks Preservation
Commission’s decision to preserve
227 Duffield Street as a historical
landmark, NY Attorney General
Letitia James issued the following
statement:
“Brooklyn’s 227 Abolitionist
Place, formerly Duffield Street,
represents one of the most important ties that New York has to
our abolitionist roots — roots that
every Black New Yorker is proud
of. During this time of national
reckoning over the legacy of slavery and continued injustice faced
by Black communities, maintain-

ing that piece of history is critical
in remembering how far we’ve
come, and how far we still must go.
Since my time in the City Council,
I have fought for the protection of
this important site, and now, I am
immensely proud that during Black
History Month, we can finally say
it’s here to stay. This piece of Black
New York history will be forever
safeguarded so that future generations may know its story.”
Since her time on the New York
City Council, Attorney General
James has worked to preserve this
historic site. In 2007, she passed
legislation to rename the block of
Duffield Street “Abolitionist Place”
and successfully stopped the city
from tearing down the structure
for new development. In July 2020,
she testified before the Landmarks
Preservation Commission about
the importance of designating the
site as a landmark and protecting
it for generations to come.
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Queens Borough President Donovan Richards Selects
Community Advocate Selvena Brooks-Powers as Top Choice
to Fill His Former City Council Seat
BP Donovan Richards, Congressman Gregory Meeks, and
the Powerful Union Coalition
#LaborStrong2021 Endorse
Brooks-Powers in Feb. 23rd
Special Election
Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards officially announced City Council candidate
Selvena Brooks-Powers as his top
choice in the February 23rd Special Election to fill his former 31st
Council District seat.
Richards said Brooks-Powers
has “the experience, the intellect,
and the strength to deliver for us.”
“I proudly endorse Selvena
Brooks-Powers in the City Council Special Election on February
23rd,” Richards said. “Let me tell
you why: Selvena knows how to get
things done.”
Richards said that Brooks-Powers has been preparing for this job
her whole life “from high ranking
jobs in state government, to combating domestic violence for the
City, to working at Peninsula Hospital, serving in the labor movement, and supporting MWBEs
during the JFK Redevelopment.”
Richards vacated the seat after
he was elected Queens Borough
President in late 2020.
Brooks-Powers is a leading candidate for the 31st District Council
race where early voting begins on
Feb. 13. Brooks-Powers was the
first to file petitions, securing her

the first position on the ballot.
To date, Queens Borough
President Richards, Congressman Gregory Meeks, and scores
of other community leaders have
endorsed Brooks-Powers for City
Council. In addition, she recently
received the endorsements of the
powerful labor coalition, #LaborStrong2021, and the Central Labor
Council. The coalition consists of
the building service workers union
32BJ SEIU; the influential Hotel
Trades Council; the city’s largest
municipal union, District Council
37; the New York State Nurses Association; and the District 1 branch
of the Communications Workers
of America, representing more
than 362,000 members working
on the frontlines across health care,
telecommunications, and service
industries.
Richards said that BrooksPowers earned his support and her
reputation as an effective leader
and credible organizer in Southeast
Queens from years of service.
He said she has worked on
critical local issues impacting the
community, including equitable
education, voter empowerment, racial and economic justice, MWBE
opportunities, domestic violence,
and workers’ rights.
“Selvena knows our community,” Richards added. “She has
volunteered for our local youth,
distributed PPE’s and fresh food
during the pandemic, and worked

to prevent gun violence.”
Richards said the Southeast
Queens community needs a strong
voice like Brooks-Powers at City
Hall now and to rebuild postpandemic.
“I hope I can count on you to
join me in voting for her as your
number one on February 23rd!”
Richards said. “From the Rockaways to the mainland, we need
Selvena’s skills in the Council now
more than ever to reform our police
while making our streets safer. To
expand access to health care, fully
fund our schools and senior centers, and save our jobs, and small
businesses.”
The 31st Council District
includes portions of Arverne,
Brookville, Laurelton, Rosedale,
Springfield Gardens, and Far
Rockaway.
Brooks-Powers currently is the
MWBE Project Manager with the
JFK Redevelopment Program.
She previously helped Democrats
secure a majority in the New York
State Senate for the first time
in decades; worked in the NYC
Mayor’s Office to Combat Domestic Violence; and organized
with SEIU on the Fight for a Fair
Economy campaign and Fight for
$15.Brooks-Powers is the daughter of Jamaican immigrants. She
resides in the Rockaways with her
husband and their daughter.
For more information, visit:
www.selvena.com

Attorney General James Renews Suspension of State Debt
Collection for 10th Time as Coronavirus Continues to
Impact New Yorkers’ Wallets
New York Attorney General
Letitia James has announced that
the state has renewed, for the 10th
time, an order to halt the collection
of medical and student debt owed
to the state of New York that has
been specifically referred to the
Office of the Attorney General
(OAG) for collection — with limited exceptions — through February
28, 2021. In response to continuing
financial impairments resulting
from the spread of the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), the
OAG has again renewed orders,
which took effect this morning and
goes through Sunday, February 28,
2021. After this period, the OAG
will reassess the needs of state
residents for another possible extension. Additionally, the OAG will
accept applications for suspension
of all other types of debt owed to
the state of New York and referred
to the OAG for collection.
“While we continue to vaccinate
more New Yorkers every day, our
state is still suffering the health
and economic effects of this deadly
disease,” said Attorney General
James. “Hundreds of thousands
of businesses have shuttered their
doors, millions remain unemployed, and the economic fallout
of this public health crisis is still
being felt in every corner of our
state. In an effort to counter the financial hardships of the COVID-19
pandemic, my office is, once again,

renewing the suspension of state
and medical debt referred to my office for another month. We must do
everything in our power to rebuild
our state’s economy and give New
Yorkers a helping hand.”
Millions of New Yorkers, like
Americans across the nation,
have been impacted — directly
or indirectly — by the spread of
COVID-19, forcing them to forgo
income and business. Since COVID-19 began to spread rapidly
across the country last year, tens
of millions of residents across the
nation have filed for unemployment, including more than 4.8
million in New York state alone.
In an effort to support many New
Yorkers economically impacted
during this difficult time, Attorney
General James today renewed an
order — first made in March and
renewed in April, in May, in June,
in July, in August, in September,
in October, in November, and in
December — to ease the financial
burdens for many workers and
families by halting the collection of
medical and student debt owed to
the state of New York and referred
to the OAG for collection — with
limited exceptions — through
February 28, 2021.
The OAG collects certain debts
owed to the state of New York via
settlements and lawsuits brought
on behalf of the state of New York
and state agencies. A total of more

than 165,000 matters currently fit
the criteria for a suspension of state
debt collection, including, but not
limited to:
• Patients that owe medical debt
due to the five state hospitals and
the five state veterans’ homes;
• Students that owe student debt
due to State University of New
York (SUNY) campuses; and
• Individual debtors, sole-proprietors, small business owners,
and certain homeowners that owe
debt relating to oil spill cleanup and
removal costs, property damage,
and breach of contract, as well as
other fees owed to state agencies.
The temporary policy has also
automatically suspended the accrual of interest and the collection
of fees on all outstanding state
medical and student debt referred
to the OAG for collection, so New
Yorkers are not penalized for taking advantage of this program.
New Yorkers with non-medical
or non-student debt owed to the
state of New York and referred to
the OAG may also apply to temporarily halt the collection of state
debt. Individuals seeking to apply
for this temporary relief can fill
out an application online or visit
the OAG’s coronavirus website to
learn more about the suspension
of payments. If an individual is
unable to fill out the online form,
they can also call the OAG hotline
at 800-771-7755 to learn more.
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James Gennaro Wins Special Election
For City Council 24th District
(Continued from page 1)
Strong” and Ahmed’s was “Mo
For The People.”
Ahmed was endorsed by
progressive figures such as Sen.
Ber nie Sanders; act ress and
former gubernatorial candidate
Cynthia Nixon; and Linda Sarsour, a self-described “Palestinian-Muslim-American organizer
from Brooklyn” who has been
condemned by the Jewish community in the past for her own
anti-Israel comments. Ahmed
is also a member of the Democratic Socialists of America, a
progressive, anti-Israel organization (though the DSA didn’t
actually endorse any candidate
in the race).

Jewish leaders urged community members to vote in the
election, and undertook a massive voter-turnout campaign.
The special election in the
district — which includes the
neighborhoods of Kew Gardens
Hills, Hillcrest, Jamaica, Fresh
Meadows and Br iar wood —
was necessary because former
Councilman Rory Lancman was
appointed Special Counsel for
Ratepayer Protection by Gov.
Andrew Cuomo in October.
Jewish leaders hailed news of
Gennaro’s victory and Ahmed’s
defeat.
Assemblyman Rosenthal
tweeted, “Tonight we proved
that divisive anti-Semitic politics
have no place in Queens.”

Meng Statement Regarding Biden
Executive Orders on Immigration
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY)
today issued the following statement on President Biden signing
executive orders on immigration.
“America is the nation that it is
today because of the contributions
made by immigrants. Our country
is enriched by the diversity of cultures and backgrounds that have
come to define the American story.
Today marks a return to the
America that welcomes immigrants seeking safety, security and
opportunity in our great country.
I applaud President Biden on his
efforts to restore dignity to our
immigration system by reuniting
families separated by the Trump
Administration, ensuring legal
access for immigrants f leeing
violence, and examining the factors that result in migrants needing
to leave their homes. I am pleased
that the executive order will also
review the public charge rule, a
callous and cold-hearted regulation

I have fought to overturn from the
moment it was implemented, which
forces families to choose between
putting food on the table or keeping their legal status. In addition,
I’m glad to see attention dedicated
to assisting new Americans as
they transition to life in the United
States. This move comes after I
called on President Biden to use
his executive powers to establish a
National Office of New Americans
within the Executive Office of the
President in order to promote and
support integration and inclusion
of immigrants and refugees. We
must recognize that America will
only grow stronger when we help
new Americans contribute to the
growth and prosperity of our nation.
I look forward to continuing
to work with President Biden to
improve our immigration system
and welcome new Americans to
our shores.”

Riders Alliance Statement on Mayor’s
Appointment of New DOT Leadership
Riders Alliance Organizing Manager Stephanie Burgos-Veras said:
“Mayor de Blasio must put his new
team to work on bus lanes and busways to honor essential workers and
fix longtime inequities. He should
build on Polly Trottenberg’s legacy
and finish strong with another 30 bus

lane miles before leaving City Hall.
“The Streets Master Plan law
requires 30 new bus lane miles each
year starting next year. Mayor de
Blasio and his transportation officials should put riders first at every
turn and design the equitable streets
New Yorkers need right now.”

Statement From MTA Chairman and
CEO Patrick J. Foye on Confirmation
of Pete Buttigieg as
U.S. Transportation Secretary
“We congratulate Secretary
Buttigieg on his overwhelming
and bipartisan Senate confirmation and look forward to working
with him, Senate Majority Leader
Schumer, and the Biden administration to revive mass transit and
support economic recovery from
this unprecedented crisis.
“There is much we can accomplish together quickly, including: helping to secure additional
federal emergency aid for transit
systems nationwide; investing

together in new transit capital
projects like Second Avenue Subway Phase 2; improving access to
transit for customers of all abilities
and incomes; advancing climate
goals by promoting mass transit
usage; and accelerating federal
reviews of critical projects, such
as the MTA’s needlessly delayed
Central Business District Tolling
program. We are excited to hit
the ground running so that public
transportation can power the nation’s economic rebound.”
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HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 2/4/21 - 2/10/21
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Get involved in activities that
will be fun for the whole family.
Don’t confide in anyone for the
time being. You need to challenge
yourself. Your lucky numbers
are 4,7,5.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You may be uncertain about
some of your coworkers and
your boss. You will have splendid suggestions for fund raising events. Your lucky numbers are 6,9,2.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Take care of chores that have
been hanging over your head.
You can meet new and exciting
friends who will provide mental
stimulation. Your lucky numbers
are 7,3,5.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You may find that purchases
o r e n t e r t a i n m e n t c o u ld b e
expensive. You may feel that
someone at work is holding
you back. Your lucky numbers
are 1,9,3.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Be professional, and you will
advance much more quickly.
You could overreact to emotional situations regarding your
relationship. Your lucky numbers
are 9,3,5.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You will find good buys and
yo u w i l l l i f t yo u r s p i r i t s .
You’ve been in a rut and you
need to do something that will
help you bre a k t he pat t e r n
you’ve fallen into. Your lucky
numbers are 4,9,3.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
You should channel your efforts
into getting rid of bad habits.
Take time to do some writing,
whether it’s correspondence, or
poetry. Your lucky numbers are
2,8,3.
LEO
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
Put energ y into money making ventures. Difficulties with
your mate may lead to isolation.
Children could cost you more
than you can afford. Your lucky
numbers are 3,8,7.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Try clearing up legal contracts
that have been pending. Be careful not to show your temper when
dealing with the boss. Your lucky
numbers are 7,4,3.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Put aside any decision
concer ning you r position at
work. Confusion could result
w h e n c o m m u n ic a t i n g w it h
others. Your luck y numbers
are 8,5,3.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Social events will be rewarding. You’ll have problems with
authority figures if you don’t
play by the rules. Your lucky
numbers are 2,8,9.
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Did You
Know?
● The first Burger King was
opened in Florida Miami in 1954
● That the first MTV video
played was ‘Video killed the radio
star’ by the Buggles
● In 1878 the first telephone book
made contained only 50 names
● The first sailing boats were
built in Egypt
● Hilton was the first international hotel chain
● The first English dictionary
was written in 1755
● Plastic bottles were first used
for soft drinks in 1970
● The term ‘disc jockey’ was first
used in 1937
● The first train reached a top
speed of only 8 kmh (5 mph)
● The subject of the first printed
book in England was about chess
● The first rugby club was
formed in 1843
● New Zealands first hospital
was opened in 1843
● The first metered taxi was
introduced in 1907
● Cars were first started with
ignition keys in 1949
● Paper money was first used
in China
● Britain was the first country to
use postage stamps
● Iceland was the first country to
legalise abortion in 1935
● The first Lifesaver flavor was
peppermint
● The ancient Greeks first grew
carrots as a form of medicine and
not a food

“Sudoku”

“Try And Find”

“Crossword Puzzle”

Harem
Isis
Luxor
Mosque
Nile

Oasis
Pharos
Pyramid
Ramesses
Scrolls

Sphinx
Temple
Tombs
Tutankhamun
Valley Of The Kings

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

TRY AND FIND

Abacus
Aswan
Cleopatra
Colossi
Dynasties

SUDOKU

www.queenstimes.com

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You can get the attention of important individuals but it might
not be the time to get them
to help or to back your ideas.
Your lucky numbers are 5,9,3.

EGYPT
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ACROSS
1. Droops
5. Tell all
9. Data
13. Beige
14. Cloaked
16. Close
17. Poop
18. Positive pole
19. Express in words
20. Pace
22. Conservatively
24. Protective ditch
26. Carcinoid
27. Spruce up
30. Fundamentals
33. Earthlings
35. Make improvements
37. 52 in Roman numerals
38. Lines of verse
41. Born as
42. Blaze
45. Wolfram
48. Made noises while sleeping
51. Exhibition room
52. A nine-piece musical group
54. Legumes
55. Maternal
59. Iniquities
62. Easter flower
63. Contests of speed
65. Send forth
66. Chills and fever
67. “Omigosh!”
68. Rant
69. Outbuilding
70. Stringed instrument
71. The original matter (cosmology)

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

DOWN
1. Religious offshoot
2. Unit of land
3. Linguist
4. Aid a cause
5. Brassiere
6. Not short
7. Circa
8. Smear
9. Temporary
10. Require
11. Autumn
12. Paris airport
15. Skin layer
21. Pledge
23. An amount of medicine
25. Temporary worker
27. Consciousness
28. Posts
29. “The Matrix” hero
31. Hundredth
32. Contemptuous look
34. Mesh
36. Declare untrue
39. Cup
40. Break
43. Affluent
44. God of love
46. Delight
47. Bondage
49. Vestibule
50. Wreck
53. Tasteless
55. “Oh my!”
56. Near
57. Hint
58. Lascivious look
60. Not pre-recorded
61. Flower stalk
64. South southeast

www.queenstimes.com
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Yi “Andy” Chen Announces His Candidacy With The
Support of Many Community Elected Officials And
Community Leaders

Recently Mr. Yi “Andy” Chen
announced his candidacy during
his campaign launch in Jackson
Heights at Diversity Plaza. There
was more than 50 people present
to show their support for Andy’s
candidacy. The leaders of this district were joined by several elected
officials.
NYS Assembly Member Jeffrey
Aubry spoke about how Andy is
already servicing our community
so now he is taking the next step
and was quoted saying:
“I have work with Andy for several
years as a leader that will represent
residents of this council district. I
look forward to working with him
on he is elected. I wholeheartedly
support Andy’s candidacy as our
next council member of the 25th
district.”
Council Member Koo was
present at the announcement,
and spoke about how “Andy is a
capable young man with lots of
business experience. He is compas-

sionate and community minded.
He understands what needs to be
done in representing this community and to move it forward with
his passion that benefits everyone.”
Former NYS Assembly Assistant Speaker Felix Ortiz stated “I
have known Andy his entire political life and I can attest to his desire
to serve his community. I believe
that the residents of the 25th
Council District will benefit from
his experience and zest of service.
Andy will make a great Council
Member and I look forward to our
continued relationship.”
He was also endorsed by the
below mentioned community
leaders:
Adam Kim, President of Asian
Americans Alliance; Chaudhry
Anwar,.President of the South
Asian Advisory Council; Mohammad K. Huqe, President of
Pakistani Americans of North
America, Armughan Shah, President of The Black Car Limou-

sine Workers Union; Mohammad
Rehman, Leader from the Muslim
community; Anand S. Bishk,
Leader from the Indian community; Ruhul Sarkar, Leader
from the Bangladesh community;
Bruce Byers, Leader of the white
& Spanish Community; Zameer
Khan, Organizer member of Local
DC-37 Union; Zahid Ali, Pakistani
community leader; Toqeer Khan,
Afghanistan community leader;
Ravinder Kumar, Tibetan, community leader; Himalayan Democratic Club; Deependra Lama;
Chhemang Tamang; Narendra
Thapa; John Chan; United Sherpa
Association; Coalition of Asian
Amrican for Civil Rights; Roy Ho,
Property Owners Association of
Greater New York
As the next council representative Andy’s platform is based on
provide good education, work on
providing affordable housing, job
advancement, public safety and
healthy living.

Flushing Town Hall Celebrates the Year of the Ox With the
Annual Chinese Temple Bazaar on Sunday, February 14
Flushing Town Hall will celebrate the Year of the Ox with
Flushing Town Hall’s Chinese
Temple Bazaar, held virtually for
the first time and streaming via
YouTube on Sunday, February 14
at 2:00 PM (ET).
The Chinese Temple Bazaar,
title sponsor Tai Wang and Glow
Foundation, will feature a feast
of Lunar New Year celebrations,
including traditional folk dance by
the Nai-Ni Chen Dance Company;
“Hao Bang Ah, New Year!”, a
new Chinese hand puppet performance by Chinese Theatre Works;
a paper-cutting demonstration
by Hongyi He and Ling Tang; a
Chinese comic crosstalk episode;
“A Guide of New York Love”, by
Shuimu Xiangsheng; and, a fishdrawing demonstration by Arthur
Liu of the Queens Arts Education
Center.
And, for those seeking culinary
experiences, tune in to see classic
Lunar New Year dishes: sweet
and savory rice ball demonstration by Queens Night Market’s
Wanda Chiu; a meatball dish called
“braised lion head” by Queens
Night Market’s Johnson Hu; and, a
whole fish demonstration by Glow
Community Center.
For centuries in China, people
have celebrated the Lunar New
Year in temple fairs with performances, food, and crafts to conclude the final stretch of a harsh

winter and celebrate the pending
arrival of spring.
“Temple bazaars are among my
most cherished memories about
Lunar New Year while growing
up in Taiwan,” says Tai Wang, a
member of Flushing Town Hall’s
Chinese Cultural Committee, who
conceived the idea of Flushing
Town Hall’s Temple Bazaar seven
years ago. “People watched the live
performances in front of a temple
while enjoying delicious treats
from food stalls and fun games by
the vendors. I hoped to recreate the
fun experience in New York City.
This year, we are celebrating online
with a great variety of programs.”
“Last year, our Lunar Year
programs coincided with the onset
of the pandemic, so we decided
to cancel the Temple Bazaar to

safeguard our community. This
year, we are reviving this beloved
event so that we may join together
again,” says Minwen Yang, Chair
of Flushing Town Hall’s Chinese
Cultural Committee. “Our community stepped up to take care of
one another during dark times, and
we are resilient. We will hold this
Bazaar virtually because we are
still experiencing a pandemic. With
the arrival of a new year and after
much hardship, we know this lively
celebration will lift our spirits.”
In keeping with the theme of
the Ox, which is characterized by
attributes of strength and determination, Flushing Town Hall will
also revive its community art exhibition, Call and Response: Grief,
(Continued on page 10)
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Pheffer Amato Urges DOE to Maintain
Scholars’ Academy Admissions Process

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway Park)
recently wrote a letter to the New
York City Department of Education (DOE) Chancellor requesting
the DOE to reconsider its recently
unveiled changes to middle school
admissions that could negatively
impact The Scholars’ Academy, located in Rockaway Park,
Queens. The Scholars’ Academy
is an academically accelerated
screened school, where 51 % of
the students are from the Rockaway Peninsula. An admissions
criteria is applied to each applicant
to grant students admission to its
middle school.
“I am vigorously opposed to

any admissions changes that negatively impact the Scholars’ Academy, which the Chancellor’s new
guidelines clearly would,” Pheffer
Amato said. “When the Scholars’
Academy opened in 2005 - it was
a game changer for the students
of the Rockaway Peninsula who
would travel hours a day to go
to an academically accelerated
school. Now, after years of success beyond what we could have
imagined, our own Department of
Education is threatening to undo
it - under the guise of wholesale
changes without understanding the nuance or context of the
schools they will be impacting.
This is simply unacceptable, and
unfair to the people of the Rockaway Peninsula who already have
to fight so hard to get the services
we need.”
Under the Chancellor’s new
guidelines, a random lotter y
would be used to select the students attending the Scholars’
Academy middle school. However, the changes go beyond
the middle school, but will also
impact high school admissions
as well - where 90% of enrolled
students come from the middle
school.

Italian American Journal

GIA

Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island,
Florida and Italy
To read GIA online Visit www.giamondo.com

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2021

THE QUEENS TIMES

MTA Mask Force Pays Off: New Survey Shows Higher Than
Ever Mask Usage in MTA System
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) kicked off
the first Mask Force of 2021, its
seventh since inception, with the
announcement of record customer
mask usage.
“Masks continue to be an effective and vital piece of the ongoing
fight against COVID-19 and we’re
glad to be here to help customers
mask up,” said MTA Chairman
and CEO Patrick J. Foye. “Vaccines and expanded testing bring
new hope this year as we continue
to battle this public health crisis,
and continued widespread mask
compliance throughout our system helps keep our customers,
employees and each other safe.”
“We all want to continue moving customers safely to wherever
they need to go, and we need to get
to 100% mask compliance,” said
MTA COO Mario Péloquin. “We
are nearly there, and our Mask
Force campaign coupled with
other extraordinary employee
efforts are what truly brings us
closer to the day when we will be
able to stop the spread of COVID.”
In a survey of 111,785 subway
riders between Jan. 11 and 22,
MTA observers found a mask
usage rate of 97%. In a survey of
64,620 bus riders between Jan. 4
and 8, MTA observers found a
mask usage rate of 99%.
The MTA’s most senior officials
were at various locations for Mask
Force 7, joined by local elected
officials and other special guests.
To date, the MTA has acquired
more than 21 million masks
for distribution to customers
and employees. The masks are
available through various means
including Mask Force, ambassador programs, free availability
at stations, mask dispensers on
buses and PPE vending machines

Remarks From Assemblyman Weprin
on Holocaust Remembrance Day
“Today my colleagues and I in
the Assembly Majority passed a
resolution commemorating Holocaust Remembrance Day and the
76th anniversary of the liberation
of Auschwitz. Each year, this
day serves as a stark reminder of
what can happen when corrosive
hate is allowed to take root in our
communities. My colleagues and I
strongly condemn anti-Semitism,
racism or any form of intolerance.
As always, my colleagues and
I remain committed to moving
New York forward and ensuring
that our communities are safe for
everyone.”

across the MTA network.
More About MTA Mask Efforts
The MTA first launched its
Mask Force in July 2020 in order
to supplement its existing distribution of masks in the transit
system and acknowledge customers who are already compliant.
Wearing a face covering on public
transportation in New York was
required by law under Executive
Order 202.18 issued by Governor
Andrew M. Cuomo effective
April 17, 2020. A $50 fine was
implemented on Sept. 14, 2020
for customers who refuse to wear
a mask on public transportation.
More than 800 people have
volunteered for the MTA Mask
Force since its inception. The volunteers include top MTA officials
and other employees, elected officials and their staffs, advocates,
community board members, and
members of the riding public. The
program focuses primarily on
almost a dozen subway stations
for maximum line coverage and
the busiest bus hubs with broad
coverage across New York City.
Employees and volunteers wear

bright yellow t-shirts and vests
identifying them as part of the
team. The Mask Force has distributed more than 440,000 masks
since July 2020.
On Jan. 13, the MTA began
the rollout of COVID-19 vaccinations for its heroic workforce at
the state-operated Jacob K. Javits
Center. Approximately 2,500
employees have received vaccinations at the Javits Center thus far.
Across agencies to date, the
MTA has acquired for distribution to customers 6.9 million
masks and 750,000 2oz bottles
of hand sanitizer. Additionally,
the Authority has distributed to
its workforce 14.7 million masks,
16.7 million pairs of gloves,
100,000 gallons of hand sanitizer,
242,000 7oz and 2oz bottles of
hand sanitizer, 11.3 million individual sanitizing cleaning wipes,
239,000 gallons of cleaning solution and 16,000 face shields.
In addition to the Mask Force,
the MTA has equipped buses with
mask dispensers and installed
vending machines that sell personal protective equipment.

Statement From QBP Richards on Appointment of New
CEOs at H+H/Elmhurst & H+H/Queens
“When Queens became the
epicenter of the COVID-19 pandemic, NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst became the focal point
of the nation. We will never forget
the heartbreaking images of NYC
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s
frontline workers as they worked
day and night to keep Queens residents and their loved ones safe and
strong. I cannot think of a better
person to lead NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst to the pandemic’s
finish line and beyond than Helen
Arteaga Landaverde. Helen is
the exemplary public servant and
healthcare hero Queens to move
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst
forward. I am hopeful for NYC
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst’s
future under Helen’s leadership,
and the Office of Queens Borough
President is here to support her
and the entire team.
“Neil Moore is a proven leader
in the healthcare field with a deep
commitment to serving the public.
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Business Course Graduates Are Ready
For the Big Time

Smiles mixed with conversations
about the art of the deal when the
Queens Economic Development
Corporation and the NYS Empire
State Development Corporation
hosted a virtual diploma ceremony
for their most recent Entrepreneurship Assistance Center training
program on Tuesday, Jan. 26.
Between October and December 2020, the 17 graduates
completed a rigorous, 20-session
training on such topics as finance,
marketing, and taxes. Plus, they
submitted business plans, created websites, and perfected their
sales pitches with colleagues and
experts. As to be expected in the
world’s most diverse borough,
these budding entrepreneurs now
plan to peddle everything from
a Halal white sauce to home improvement services to training for

individuals with autism.
Participants are in the photo
along with ESDC Director of Entrepreneurship Assistance Centers
Bette Yee, ESDC Project Manager
Jefferson Mao, QEDC Executive
Director Seth Bornstein, and
EAC Program Director for QEDC
Bhavna Punjwani.
QEDC has offered the EAC
training, which is also known as
the “Mini MBA Program,” for
more than 25 years. The annual,
60-hour course is geared to aspiring and existing small business
owners. It involves seminars
and hands-on training on how
to launch a business and earn
revenue. Registration for the next
one will open in September 2021.
For more information, send an
email to Punjwani at bpunjwani@
queensny.org.
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Neil J. Moore and Helen Arteaga Landaverde were
appointed CEOs of Queens Hospital and Elmhurst Hospital,
respectively, by President and CEO of Health + Hospitals
Michell Katz. (Photo courtesy of Health + Hospitals)
He is an excellent choice to lead
Health + Hospitals/Queens as it
continues to provide our diverse
borough with comprehensive,
high-quality medical care for
all who come through its doors.
I look forward to working with

Neil in addressing the continued
health care challenges facing ‘The
World’s Borough,’ including the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic,
and the goal to provide greater
health care to traditionally underserved communities.”
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Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com
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((Feb. 5 to Feb. 11)
February combines Black
History Month, Valentine’s Day,
the Super Bowl, Lunar New Year,
and some really cold weather. As
always, Queens is the place to be
with concerts, choreography, history, sculpture, and walks with
winter waterfowl.
● Feb. 5, A Glitch in the Matrix,
Feb. 21. The Museum of the Moving Image and Magnolia Pictures
present this 2021 Rodney Ascher
journey down rabbit holes of science, philosophy, and conspiracy
theory that asks if humans are
living in a video game simulation controlled by an unknowable
entity. The new film features interviews with simulation theorists
and believers, firsthand accounts
of inexplicable occurrences, and
a noted speech from sci-fi legend
Philip K. Dick.
● Feb. 5, Black History Trilogy,
7 pm. Flushing Town Hall kicks
off a Black History Month series
featuring Broadway performers
showcasing music and speeches
of influential African Americans.
On this first night, Alton Fitzgerald White (Ragtime, The Lion
King) discusses John Lewis and
why this Georgia Congressman’s
life, struggles, and words and still
relevant.
● Feb. 5, Black Health and Healing Summit, Feb. 6. Queens Public
Library and the Black Caucus of
the American Library Association
host a 24-hour virtual event on
health issues affecting AfricanAmerican communities. Top
experts in the fields of medicine
and science, as well as entertainers, musicians, and athletes, share
information on Health Education,
Health Connections for the Mind,
Body & Soul, and Health Through
Transformative Practices.
● Feb. 6, Monthly Walking Tour,
2 pm. Staffers lead a tour and look
for winter blooms, early signs of
spring, animals, insects, and habitats. Queens Botanical Garden,
43-50 Main St., Flushing.
● Feb. 6, Lunar New Year, Feb.
28. Queens Botanical Garden celebrates the Year of the Ox with festive décor, free craft activity kits,
and a plant sale with everything
from jades to peace lilies. QBG,
43-50 Main St., Flushing.
● Feb. 6, Winter Bird Walk, 9
am. Naturalist Woo Sung Park
walks around Alley Pond Park and
looks at winter waterfowl during
this Alley Pond Environmental
Center event. Meet at Oakland
Lake in the vicinity of 46th Avenue and Cloverdale Boulevard,
Bayside.
● Feb. 6, Duets, 1 pm. Multiinstrumentalist Elliot Reed and
choreographer extraordinaire
Ishmael Houston-Jones kick off a
series of improvised performances
organized by MoMA PS1.
● Feb. 6, Virtual Family Workshop, 1 pm. Queens Museum offers a virtual workshop on abstract
blot paintings.
● Feb. 7, Valentine’s Day in the

QNG Winter Trees Tour Josh Feinberg

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470
QBG Lunar New Year Eryn Hatzithomas
late-19th Century, 2 pm. King
Manor Museum Director of Education Brittany Lester explains
how Valentine’s Day went from a
pagan holiday to the most popular
day for engagements with some
help from the Industrial Revolution.
●
Feb. 7, Literary Sundays,
5:30 pm. Queens-based writers
Catherine Fletcher, Abeer Hoque,
Mary Lannon, and Vaughn Watson present their visions of the
future during this Maple Grove
Cemetery event.
● Feb. 8, The Turnpikes of Long
Island City, 7 pm. This Greater
Astoria Historical Society lecture
looks at highway development in
Western Queens. To RSVP, send
an email to info@astorialic.org
with TURNPIKE in the subject
line.
●
Feb. 8, Boogie Chillun’,
Feb. 14. This lively multicultural
band takes students and faculty
on a musical journey through
America’s rich music history via
Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning. Boogie Chillun’ interacts with
the audience and performs hymns
and spirituals, songs of freedom,
country, blues, jazz, rock, soul,
and hip-hop.
●
Feb. 9, The Real Ambassadors, 1 pm. Louis Armstrong
House Museum and the Forum for
Cultural Engagement through the
U.S. Embassy of Moscow stream a
concert that reprises the complete
original Real Ambassadors album
from 60 years ago, featuring a jazz
musical that Dave and Iola Brubeck wrote in Satchmo’s honor.
● Feb. 9, Center of Attention, 8
pm. Noguchi Museum’s Matthew
Capezzuto leads an interactive

virtual learning program related
to the materials and process Isamu
Noguchi used to create Millstone
#2 in 1962.
●
Feb. 10, Louis Armstrong
Legacy Virtual Jazz Jam, 7 pm.
Musicians hone skills and jam
with peers and the house band
during this Flushing Town Hall
program. Don’t play? Listen!
This month’s theme is “Let Love
Reign,” and musicians perform
love songs and funny valentines.
●
Feb. 11, Second Thursday
Night Jazz, 7 pm. Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning streams
Samora Pinderhughes, a pianist
and composer with a unique style
that combines radically honest
lyrics with lush music and storytelling.
● Feb. 11, Sculpture Workshop,
3:30 pm. During this Lewis Latimer House Museum online event,
participants celebrate Lunar New
Year by creating ox sculptures
using bars of soap and traditional
techniques.
● Feb. 11, The Restless, Feb. 14.
The Queens College Department
of Drama, Theatre and Dance
offers its Winter Concert online
this year. Showtimes are Thursday
through Saturday at 7 pm and
Sunday at 3 pm.
● Feb. 11, Literary Thursdays,
4 pm. As part of an ongoing
Queens Public Library program,
Val Walker discusses 400 Friends
and No One to Call: Breaking
through Isolation and Building
Community. Walker is a rehabilitation consultant whose new
book explores ways to stay close
to others, build communities, and
expand networks despite social
distancing.
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Applications Open For The 3rd Annual New York City
Public School Film Festival
Submission categories include
Anima t ion , Shor t Fea t ure /
Narrative, Documentary, Experimental & P.S.A./Advocacy
The Mayor’s Office of Media
and Entertainment announces
that applications are open for
the 3rd Annual New York City
Public School Film Festival.
NYC Department of Education
(DOE) students can apply now
through March 16, 2021. The
NYC Public School Film Festival, which honors the diversity
of student voices, is presented
by the Mayor’s Office of Media
and Entertainment (MOME) and
the NYC DOE.
Films will be selected for
the festival by a panel of educators and media professionals
and screened virtually on May
6, 2021. Following the virtual
screening, student filmmakers
will be invited to virtual discus-

sions with industry professionals. Submission categories are:
Animation, Short feature/narrative, Documentary, Experimental and P.S.A./Advocacy
Submitted films must be 5
minutes or less, and in .mp4 or
.mov format. Films must use only
original or public domain music.
No nudity, profanity or violent
acts a re per m it ted. St udent
filmmakers must play the major
creative role on the production of
the submitted works as directors,
writers, and/or editors. Teacher
directed, produced or generated
works will not be considered.
Films will be selected and notification given by mid-April 2021.
Online resources will be posted
to support filmmakers’ technical
and storytelling skills . For full
rule and regulation information,
please go to filmfreeway.com/
NYCPublicSchoolFilmFestival.
Last year’s NYC Public School

Film Festival virtual screening
received 15,000+ views of the
2020 selected student films, as
highlighted in the 2019-20 Annual Arts in Schools Report.
About the Mayor’s Office of
Media and Entertainment
The mission of the Mayor’s Office of Media and Entertainment
(MOME) is to ensure New York
City continues to be the creative
capital of the world by supporting f ilm, television, theatre,
music, publishing, advertising
and digital content and ensuring
those industries work for New
Yorkers. In 2019, the creative
industries account for more than
500,000 local jobs and have an
economic impact of $150 billion
annually. MOME comprises four
divisions: The Office of Film,
Theatre and Broadcasting; NYC
Media; the Office of Nightlife;
and educational and workforce
development initiatives.

Meng Statement Following First Appropriations Briefing
On Jan. 6 Security Failures
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY),
a member of the House Appropriations Committee, issued the
following statement after she and
fellow members of the Appropriations Committee held a briefing
with heads of multiple agencies
involved in the security failures
that permitted pro-Trump insurrectionists to attack the Capitol
on January 6. Agencies included
the U.S. Capitol Police, the House
Sergeant at Arms, the U.S. Army,
D.C. National Guard, D.C. Metropolitan Police Department, U.S.
Park Police, U.S. Secret Service,
and the F.B.I.
Meng’s comments come in
response to an article that reported Major General William J.
Walker—commander of the D.C.
National Guard—had his authority restricted to deploy troops

quickly prior to that day.
“Today’s briefing was a critical
first step in piecing together the
egregious security, coordination,
and communication failures that
led to the storming of the Capitol
on January 6th. Questions remain
regarding the serious security
lapses on that day. Following reports that Major General Walker,
commander of the D.C. National
Guard, had his immediate response authority taken away in
the lead up to January 6th, I asked
if such restrictions were typical,
and why they were taken away
given the intelligence. But more
questions remain: when exactly
did this happen, what were the
reasons, and who at the Pentagon
gave that order,” said Meng. “I
also asked about the significant
differences in protocol planning

and lethal weapons provided to
officers in past protests versus the
recent domestic terrorist attack.
We must also have a full accounting from the top three Capitol security officials who were present
on the day of the attack, but have
since resigned in the immediate
aftermath: the former House and
Senate Sergeants-at-Arms and
the former Capitol Police Chief.
The evidence in intelligence all
point to massive gathering at the
Capitol, but because of the epic
failure of leadership to act, rank
and file Capitol Police, Members
of Congress, congressional staff,
Capitol complex employees, and
journalists were all left in harm’s
way. These are extremely troubling developments and I will
continue to push for answers and
accountability.”

Meng Leads Call For New HHS Secretary-Designate to
Collect And Provide Demographic Data on Covid-19
Vaccinations to Address Health Disparities For
Vulnerable Populations
Presently no demographic breakdown on coronavirus vaccines
exist; would help ensure that all
communities have access to the
vaccine
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DNY) announced today that she
is leading a letter urging Health
and Human Services (HHS) Secretary-designate Xavier Becerra
to collect, disseminate, and make
publicly available a national demographic breakdown of already
administered and the f ut ure
administration of COVID-19
vaccines. The correspondence
specif ically asks for data on
race, ethnicity, age, zip code, disability status, gender, and sexual
orientation (if available). Presently, such data does not exist,

and a breakdown would ensure
that health inequities tied to the
vaccine rollout are addressed.
Meng is currently seeking to
get other Members of Congress
to sign on and plans to send the
letter on Monday.
“Racial inequities in health,
justice, housing, employment,
and education have been rife and
buried deeply into our nation’s
social fabric. Blacks, Asians,
Hispanics, Native Americans,
other minority groups, the LGBTQI community, and disabled
Americans have struggled to
achieve true equality before the
national health pandemic happened,” said Meng. “COVID-19
has disproportionality affected
these communities, straining
already limited resources to help

them in those areas. We have an
absolute obligation to ensure
that everyone in our state and
country has access to the vaccine. A national demographic
brea kdow n of a d m i n istered
COVID-19 vaccines is imperative for Congress to assess and
address where the gaps are in the
COVID-19 vaccination rollout.
This information will also be
critical in addressing long-term
health disparities and racial
inequalities among vulnerable
populations. Everyone must be
vaccinated, and communities
of color must have equal access. I look forward to hearing
back from Secretary-designate
Becerra, and I know we share
a commitment to closing health
inequities across our country.”
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Council Members Adrienne Adams And
I. Daneek Miller Host Covid-19
Vaccine Town Hall

Council Member Adrienne
Adams and Council Member I.
Daneek Miller hosted a virtual
townhall to provide information
and address community concerns
surrounding the COVID-19 vaccine.
Black and Brown communities have been ravaged, suffering the most cases and deaths
from COVID-19. The townhall
exchange addressed community
concerns, discussed the logistics
of the vaccine rollout, the myths
circulating about vaccination and
the reluctance of people of color
to take the vaccine based upon
longstanding fears resulting from
a history of medical racism.
Panelists included Dr. Torian
Easterling of the New York City
Department of Health, Dr. Alicia
Flowers of Advanced Multi Medical and Dr. Jonathan Rasouli of
the Cleveland Clinic. The event
was streamed on Queens Public
Television and social media, and
hosted in partnership with Borough President Donovan Richards, Congress Member Gregory
Meeks, Senator Leroy Comrie,
Senator John Liu, Senator James
Sanders, Jr., Assembly Member
Vivian Cook, Assembly Member Alicia Hyndman, Assembly
Member Clyde Vanel, Assembly
Member Khaleel Anderson and
Assembly Member Jenifer Rajkumar.
“Communities of color have
voiced understandable skepticism
about the COVID-19 vaccine and
this collaborative townhall was
an important way to dispel fears
and get the facts on the table,”
said Council Member Adrienne
Adams, Co-Chair of the Black,
Latino, and Asian Caucus. “We
must ensure that residents have
the opportunity to ask questions
so that myths are dispelled. This
is a vital effort for our communities to make informed decisions
once the vaccination is available
to them.”
“We are grateful for the partnership of the Department of
Health, our community health
experts, and all of the attendees
who joined us as we discussed
the merits of the COVID-19 vaccine,” said Council Member I.
Daneek Miller, Co-Chair of the
Black, Latino, and Asian Caucus.
“Southeast Queens was devastated by this deadly pandemic,
and this discussion is vitally
important to dispel any urban legends about our path to recovery.
Tonight, we chose facts and had
a robust conversation about the
safety and importance of the vaccine. We’re also doubling down
on our efforts to ensure equitable
distribution to communities of
color, beginning with legislation
in the City Council calling on
the City and State to collect and
release real-time vaccination data
and prioritize hardest-hit areas.
For the sake of our young folks,
seniors and community, Southeast Queens must be a leader in
the vaccination effort.”
“I strongly encourage Queens
residents to get vaccinated as
soon as they can, because we do
not want Queens to again become
the ‘epicenter of the epicenter’
of COV ID -19,” said Queens

Borough President Donovan
Richards. “We must ensure we
have plenty of vaccination sites
all across the borough and are
doing culturally competent outreach to overcome any mistrust
that may be dissuading some
residents from getting the vaccine. Too many lives have already
been lost, so we cannot waste any
further time in getting this vaccine, as it becomes available, to
those who need it most.”
“Southeast Queens residents
deserve accurate information
with respect to the COVID-19
vaccine’s safety and effectiveness,” said Senator Leroy Comrie. “I thank Council Members
Adams and Miller for bringing
us together with health experts to
speak directly to local residents
about some of the myths and
misconceptions surrounding the
COVID-19 vaccine.”
“The COVID-19 vaccine
appears to be safe and our best
hope for combatting this terrible
disease,” said Senator James
Sanders Jr. “However, we need
to make sure that it is distributed
in a fair and equitable manner,
especially when it comes to communities of color, which are far
too often overlooked. I am deeply
concerned about the haphazard
approach that has been taken so
far. Queens has been the epicenter of this virus and my district
had the 2nd highest amount of
people dying from coronavirus.
We must be designated as a priority area for the vaccine. For our
seniors to be waiting in the frigid
cold for hours, only to be turned
away, is unacceptable. Government must do better.”
“Amid the continued shortage
of vaccines, inquiries about vaccination from the elderly as well
as other residents are continuing,” said State Senator John Liu.
“Vaccination plans for the elderly
who are most vulnerable to the
coronavirus, should be urgently
prepared. It is hoped that the
voices of residents mentioned at
the Town Hall yesterday will be
fully reflected in the plan of the
city government. In particular,
the establishment of a specific
vaccination center in southern
Queens should be urgently carried out.”
“I applaud Councilmembers Miller and Adams for their
leadership in ensuring our communities are educated and well
infor med regarding the COVID-19,” said Assembly Member
Alicia Hyndman. “Southeast
Queens deserves its fair share
and must do their part in protecting themselves and our communities. Though we are still calling
on the federal government for
more vaccinations - we are eager
to fill all appointments slots.
Let’s do this.”
“We are fighting for vaccine
equity and efficient distribution
of the vaccine to the immigrant
communities of South Queens,”
said Assembly Member Jenifer
Rajkumar. “We will keep pushing
through multi-lingual community-wide educational forums,
legislation, and advocacy at all
levels until we see the end of this
devastating pandemic.”

THE QUEENS TIMES

PAGE 10

AHRC New York City Begins Vaccinating At-Risk
Population in Group Homes and Staff Who
Support Them in Queens
COVID-19 vaccinations
have begunin New York
State for people with intellectual and developmental
disabilities (I/DD) live in
group homes and are two to
three times more likely to
die from coronavirus than
others with the diagnosis.
AHRC New York City
is among the first agencies
in New York City to give
the COVID-19 vaccine to
people with I/DD living
in its group homes. Under
Phase 1a of the state’s distribution plan,people with
developmental disabilities
living in congregate settings, and the staff who support them,began receiving
the vaccine on Jan. 11.
People with I/DD frequently have other conditions, including diabetes,
hypertension, respiratory
problems, and heart disease,
which are often associated
with poorer virus outcomes.
“I knew I wanted to get
vaccinated,” said Tamar
Cruz, who lives in AHRC
NYC’s Queens Apartments.
“My father passed of Covid
on Mother’s Day and then
my uncle passed from the
virus. I didn’t get a chance
to see my loved ones.”
Cruz was among dozens
of AHRC NYC residents
and staff members who
received their first dose of
the COVID-19 vaccine, beginning the week of January
11. After the first four days
of sessions, 860 people received a vaccine, including
359 people supported in our
certified residential programs and 501 staff. Nearly
70 percent of AHRC NYC’s
residents were vaccinated in
this first round.
Successful Advocacy AHRC NYC’s joined with
other organizations, family
members and people with
I/DD to successfully advocate that individuals with I/
DD be included in an early
phase of vaccinations because of the risks Covid-19
poses to them.Governor
Cuomo announced on Dec.
22, 2020, that people living
in congregate care settings
and the staff members who
work directly with them
would receive priority for
the limited COVID-19 vaccine resources currently
available.
With new groups regu-

larly becoming eligible for
the COVID-19 vaccine, the
disabilities field is continuing its advocacy to fight for
the inclusion of all people
with I/DD in Phase 1 of the
state’s vaccination plan.
Reliving Her Bout with
COVID-19 - When COVID-19 began spreading in
New York City in March,
2020, AHRC NYC residents and staff members
were left especially vulnerable due to the congregate
care settings that allow for
easier viral transmission.
Getting the vaccine allowed
Rosie Warrington,a Direct
Support Professional at the
agency’s Pembrooke Residence in Howard Beach, to
reflect on her ordeal with
the disease.
“I couldn’t wait to get vaccinated,” Warrington said.
In March, she developed a
severe case of COVID-19,
with chills, extremely high
fever and body aches like
she never felt before. Not
wanting to go to a hospital,
Rosie stayed home, where
she lives alone. She took
Tylenol and drank lots of
water, at the advice of a
doctor. “COVID invaded
my body,” Warrington said.
“It took month to get back
to feeling like me. I feel
COVID is still there with
weakness, brain fog and
dizziness sometimes.”
“I can’t wait for the second
dose,” Warrington added.
“My advice to others is to
go for the vaccine. Don’t be
afraid. Just go for it.”
COVID-19 patients with
I/DD are three times more
likely to die from the disease
than the general population, a November analysis
found. Another study suggests that age plays a role
in COVID-19 deaths, as
fatalities was higher among
people with I/DD between
the ages of 0-17 and 18-74
than the general population.
Masks are critical for
everyone, but especially
individuals living in the
residence, Warrington said.
“We’re always asking the
guys ‘why we’re wearing
masks?’ They know it’s to
protect each other because
we love each other and care
for one another.”
‘Doing My Part for
Humanity’ - Paul Anthony
Urbanek, a 20-year-old who

lives at Pembrooke, said he
wanted to set an example by
getting the vaccine. “I want
to do my part in helping stop
the spread of the virus, so
we can go back to normal
sooner rather than later,” he
said. “Getting the vaccine is
doing my part for humanity.”
The shot didn’t hurt, Urbaneck added, and he said he
didn’t feel any side effects. “I
hopefully won’t get the virus
or infect anyone I care about,
like the staff at AHRC NYC,
the people in my school, my
teachers, peers or relatives.”
Losing Her Father Overseas - COVID hit home for
some staff members. “I got
to say goodbye – something
I’ll always be grateful for,”
said Rebeccah Brown, who
lost her father to COVID-19
in England on New Year’s
Eve. “I was willing to get on
a plane, and he said through
his oxygen mask, ‘Don’t risk
your life to come over.’”
An AHRC NYC Treatment Coordinator at the
agency’s Bloomberg Residence in Jamaica, Brown
said she already was planning to get vaccinated before both her parents were
hospitalized with the virus.
Fortunately, her mother recovered. “It’s different when
you know someone personally, like a family member,”
she said. “I’m more afraid of
being on a ventilator than the
vaccine.”
A Team Effort to Get Vaccinated - Dorothy Angelis,
68, held Cemecca Lane’s
hand. “I told her she’d be
OK,” said Dorothy, who
already had been vaccinated
and lives in AHRC NYC’s
58th Avenue Residence in
Elmhurst. With Dorothy’s
help and the support of Genli
Marte, the House Manager,
who had her hand on Lane’s
shoulder, Lane managed
to get vaccinated. “I have
a phobia of needles,”said
Lane, a Direct Support Professional. “It felt good for the
table to turn for us. Dorothy
and others need support and
they are able to support us.”
Lane confessed she was
skeptical about getting vaccinated. “But I know it’s the
right thing to do if I want
to stay healthy and try to
stop the spread, while keeping my family, the people I
support and my co-workers
healthy.”

Flushing Town Hall Celebrates the Year of the Ox
(Continued from page 6)
Resiliency, and Hope in
February. To be displayed
outdoors along its Northern Boulevard fence, the
exhibition first launched
in the summer of 2020.
This year, members of the
community -- amateur and
professional artists alike
-- are invited to submit
works on the theme and

ask themselves: How can
I live a courageous life?
How can I help build a resilient community? What
gives me hope?
Flushing Town Hall
will begin accepting new
artwork for display on February 1. Participants will
be able to hang their works
directly on the fence or
scan and submit their work
by email to: education@

flushingtownhall.org.
Flushing Town Hall’s
FTH At Home! vi r t ual
programming is presented
for free to the general public but donations in any
amount are appreciated to
support the artists and the
nonprofit cultural organization as they continue to
provide programming and
entertainment across New
York and the world.
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N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
HODOR1 LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 11/24/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o The
LLC, 153 Beach 134th Street,
Rockaway Park, NY 11694.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
2/4,11,18,25,3/4&11/2021

File No.: 2019-2328/A
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To:
Tommy L. Williams, Sr.
Keith Williams,
Danny Williams,
Margaret Harvey,
Armedia J. Parker,
Rutha T. Lavender,
Betty Whittington,
Wendell Williams,
Sharon Williams,
J ohnnie M aud Troutman
Rumph,
Warren E. Shaw,
Willer R. Ward,
John L. Williams,
Reginald Williams,
Harmon B. Williams, Jr.,
Jackie B. Shaw,
Attorney General of the State
of New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at
law and assignees of SABRINA
SHAW, deceased, or their
estates, if any there be, whose
names, places of residence
and post office addresses are
unknown to the petitioner and
cannot with due diligence be
ascertained.
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Charles Guidice, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate of
SABRINA SHAW, deceased,
who at the time of death was
a resident of 2423 North 51st
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19131.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens
C o u n t y, w h o m a i n t a i n s
her office at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens
County, New York 11435, as
Ancillary Administrator of the
Estate of SABRINA SHAW,
deceased, you and each of
you are hereby cited to show
cause before the Surrogate
at the Surrogate’s Court of
the County of Queens, to be
held at the Queens General
Courthouse, 6th Floor, 88-11
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
City and State of New York, on
the 25th day of February, 2021
at 9:30 o’clock in the forenoon,
why the Account of Proceedings
of the Public Administrator of
Queens County, as Ancillary
Administrator of the Estate
of said deceased, a copy of
which is attached, should
not be judicially settled, and
why the Surrogate should not
fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $20,355.83 and that the
Court fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on
this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the

within accounting; and why the
Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules A,
A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account, as
the fair and reasonable amount
payable to the Office of the
Public Administrator for the
expenses of said office pursuant
to S.C.P.A. §1106(3); and why
the Ancillary Letters issued
to the Public Administrator
should not be revoked and
Limited Letters of Administration
be is sued to t he Public
Administrator; and why each of
you claiming to be a distributee
of the decedent should not
establish proof of your kinship;
and why the balance of said
funds should not be paid to said
alleged distributees upon proof
of kinship, or deposited with
the Commissioner of Finance
of the City of New York should
said alleged distributees default
herein, or fail to establish proof
of kinship.
Dated, Attested and Sealed
17th day of December, 2020
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
JAMES LIM BECKER
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
T H E CO U RT H O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
1/21,28,2/4&11/2021

BHC AGENCY, LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 02/02/21. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC, 80-02
Kew Gardens Road, Suite
303, Kew Gardens, NY 11415.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
2/411,18,25,3/4&11/2021

Pheffer Amato to
Host Discussion
on Teen Dating
Violence
Awareness
Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-South
Queens) announced that
she will be hosting a forum
on Thursday, February 18
from 6:00pm to 7:30pm on
the topic of teen dating violence. “The State of Affairs
with Stacey” panel will include representatives from
Safe Horizon, Shalom Task
Force, and Queens Defenders and candidly discuss resources available for teens,
how to support teens in your
life as a parent or guardian,
promoting healthy relationships, and the process of
reporting abuse.
“In recognition of Teen
Dating Violence Awareness
Month and other recent
events in our community,
I feel that it’s important to
hold an honest conversation
about these issues,” Pheffer
Amato said. “I’m excited to
engage in conversation with
representatives from Safe
Horizon, Queens Defenders, and Shalom Task Force.
I hope that this forum will
empower both teens and
their guardians to report
abusive scenarios and ask
for help when they need it.”
The event will be held
over Zoom. Please call 718945-9550 or email amatos@
nyassembly.gov to RSVP
and receive the registration
link.

Notice of Formation of Limited
Par tnership (L.P.) Name:
Biltmore Realty Associates
L.P. Certificate of Limited
Partnership filed with the
Department of State of New
York: 11/16/20 Office location:
County of Queens Purpose:
Any and all lawful activities The
names and business address
or residence street address
of each general partner is
available from the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY).
The latest date upon which
the limited partnership is to
dissolve is: 12/31/2068 SSNY
is designated as agent of the LP
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
a copy of process to: c/o The
Argo Corporation, 50 West 17th
Street, New York, NY 10011.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18,&25/2021
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Notice of Formation of TRUV11
LLC, a domestic LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
12/4/2020. Office location:
QUEENS County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

SUPERCELL SYSTEMS
LLC filed Arts. of Org. with
the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/8/2020. Office:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served and
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 34-18 Northern Blvd,
Ste 321, Long Island City, NY
11101. Purpose: any lawful act.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021

GT Home Buyers LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 11/20/2020.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 10318 127th St., Richmond Hill,
NY 11419. General Purpose.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

87-30 132ND STREET LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 11/16/20. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, c/o Douglas P. Mayer,
Esq., 114 Old Country Road,
Suite 248, Mineola, NY 11501.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021

Notice of Formation of 1352
Commerce B LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/22/20. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o The LLC, 450 Zerega
Avenue, Bronx, NY 10473.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021

Notice of Formation of NO
HANDOUTS LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 11/23/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 167-20 144th
Drive, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021

and why each of you claiming to
be a distributee of the decedent
should not establish proof
of your kinship; and why the
balance of said funds should
not be paid to said alleged
distributees upon proof of
kinship, or deposited with the
Commissioner of Finance of
the City of New York should
said alleged distributees default
herein, or fail to establish proof
of kinship.
Dated, Attested and Sealed
17th day of December, 2020
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
JAMES LIM BECKER
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS S ERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
T H E CO U RT H O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
1/14,21,28&2/4/2021

Notice of Formation of 17237
125 AVE LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 07/20/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 135-14 127 Street,
South Ozone Park, NY 11420.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
KASIMORE CATERING LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/01/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o The LLC, 116-18 Inwood
Street, Jamaica, NY 11436.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021

File No.: 2019-13/B
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To:
Judith Engelsberg,
Donna Jean Cohen,
Attorney General of the State
of New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at
law and assignees of HOPE
ENGELSBERG, deceased,
or their estates, if any there
be, whose names, places
of residence and post office
addresses are unknown to the
petitioner and cannot with due
diligence be ascertained
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Arthur Terranova, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate
of HOPE ENGELSBERG,
deceased, who at the time of
death was a resident of 121-06
109th Avenue, Unit C1, South
Ozone Park, NY 11420, in the
County of Queens, State of
New York.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens
C o u n t y, w h o m a i n t a i n s
her office at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens
County, New York 11435, as
Administrator of the Estate
of HOPE ENGELSBERG,
deceased, you and each of you
are hereby cited to show cause
before the Surrogate at the
Surrogate’s Court of the County
of Queens, to be held at the
Queens General Courthouse,
6th Floor, 88 -11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, City and
State of New York, on the 18th
day of February, 2021 at 9:30
o’clock in the forenoon, why the
Account of Proceedings of the
Public Administrator of Queens
County, as Administrator of
the Estate of said deceased,
a copy of which is attached,
should not be judicially settled,
and why the Surrogate should
not fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $9,737.98 and that the Court
fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on
this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the
within accounting; and why the
Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules A,
A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account,
as the fair and reasonable
amount payable to the Office
of the Public Administrator for
the expenses of said office
pursuant to S.C.P.A. §1106(3);

Notice of Formation of
Guildford Four LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 12/11/20. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, P.O. Box 864045,
R i d g e w o o d , N Y 113 8 6 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021
Triplepoint Development LLC
Art. of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 9/21/2020. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, 50-15 39th Street, Apt.
1C Sunnyside, NY 11104.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
ARVANITIS CPA, PLLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 12/15/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o The LLC, 25-31 Astoria
Boulevard, Astoria, NY 11102.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
Northern 167 Property LLC,
Arts of Org filed with SSNY on
10/13/20. Off. Loc.: Queens
County, SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of process to: The LLC,
38-08 Union St, Ste 13B,
Flushing, NY 11354. Purpose:
to engage in any lawful act.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021

Notice of Formation of EAT
WELL. FEED WELL., LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/04/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 80-54 257th
Street, Floral Park, NY 11004.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
3432 71 Realty LLC, Arts of Org
filed with SSNY on 12/15/20.
Off. Loc.: Queens County,
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 204 Central Blvd, New
Hyde Park, NY 11040. Purpose:
to engage in any lawful act.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Fusion100 LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 12/18/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to 102-30 66th
Rd., Ste. 5E, Forest Hills,
NY 11375. General Purpose.
1/7,14,21,28,2/4&11/2021
Sujany Enterprises LLC Auth.
filed w/ SSNY on 12/22/20.
O f f ic e: Q ueens C o. LLC
formed in DE on 12/17/20.
SSNY designated as agent
for proc ess & shall mail
to: 43-01 37th St., LIC, NY
11101. DE addr. of LLC: 8
The Green, #R, Dover, DE
19901. Cert. of Form. filed
w/ DE Sec of State, 401
Federal St, #4, Dover, DE
19901. Purpose: any lawful.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021

Notice of Formation of 215th
Street Real Property LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/11/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, 38-02 214th Place,
Bayside, NY 11361-2122.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
Notice of Formation of LEGIT
SOAPS LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 12/28/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o The
LLC, 67- 41 Kissena Blvd,
Apt 5C, Flushing, NY 11367.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
Notice of Formation of
MANORLAV LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 01/05/2021.
O f f i c e l o c at i o n: Q u e e ns
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: c/o The LLC,
10 0 G r e e n w ay Te r r a c e,
Fo r e s t H i l l s , N Y 11375 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
R & A Funding, LLC filed w/
SSNY 4/10/17 Off. in Queens
Co. SSNY desig. as agt. of
LLC whom process may be
served & shall mail process
to the LLC, 97-13 Springfield
Blvd, Fl. 1st, Queens Village,
NY 11429. The reg. agt. is
Irene N. Nwanyanwu at same
address. Any lawful purpose.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021
Notice of Formation of UNITED
BROTHERS EMPIRE LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
12/09/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: c/o
The LLC, 118-34 201 Place,
Saint A lbans, NY 11412.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021
YIANNIS BURGER LLC ,
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 01/07/2021. Office
loc: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: Chris
Giannakas, 32-06 84th Street,
East Elmhurst, NY 11370.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
1/14,21,28,2/4,11&18/2021

Notice of Formation of C&L
ELITE BEVERAGES L.L.C.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/25/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 86-92 208 Street,
Queens Village, NY 11427.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/31/2020,1/7,14,21,28&2/4/2021
65-45 Cromwell Crescent LLC,
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY) 12/9/2020.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to Maria Coriat,
61-20 Grand Central Parkway,
apt. B403, Forest Hills, NY
11375. General Purpose.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021
Notice of formation of InstaTix,
LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of
St ate of N ew Yor k. A ny
communication may be initiated
at P.O. Box 260212, 23715
Braddock Ave Bellerose, NY
11426, for any lawful purpose.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
ARVANITIS CPA, PLLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 12/15/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 25-31 Astoria
Boulevard, Astoria, NY 11102.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/21,28,2/4,11,18&25/2021
Notice of Formation of IMOVE
NYC, LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 01/15/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o The LLC, 23-66 21st
Street, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
Braddoc k Proper t y LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with NY
Dept. of State on 11/16/20.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. NY Sec. of State
designated agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served, and shall mail
process to 236-07 Braddock
Ave, Bellerose, NY 11426.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021
PIVOT ENGINEERING
PLLC, a Prof. LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY
on 07/17/2020. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The LLC,
2521 31st Avenue, Apt B11,
Astoria, NY 11106. Purpose:
To Practice The Profession
Of Professional Engineering.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021
Notice of Formation
of JA L AOYD O N LINE
CLOTHING STO RE LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
01/14/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: c/o The
LLC, 146 Beach 59th Street,
801, Ar verne, NY 11692.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
1/28,2/4,11,18,25&3/4/2021
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Remembering Holocaust Victims

This past Wednesday marked
the International Holocaust Remembrance Day, which commemorated the 76th anniversary
since the liberation of Auschwitz
concentration camp from the Nazi
regime.
In honor of this day, The Harriet
and Kenneth Kupferberg Holocaust Center hosted an impor-

tant discussion on anti-Semitism
which sadly persists in our nation
and abroad. I attended the event
to speak about our dedicated
Hate Crimes Bureau, which is
one of the first in the nation committed exclusively to preventing,
investigating and prosecuting hate
crimes. If you need help, contact
the Bureau via 718-286-7010.

Reaching Out to the Filipino Community

As we continue to deal with
the ongoing pandemic, we also
celebrate the organizations helping us stay safe and protected
during these difficult times. The
National Alliance of Filipino Concerns (NAFCON) has partnered
with Legal Good, Kinding Sindaw,
Monarch Medical Aesthetics, and

Foundation for Filipino Artists
to announce the “Swab and Save
Lives: Free COVID-19 Testing and
PPE Distribution” event taking
place tomorrow, January 30th at
the Monarch Clinic in Woodside.
For information or to register,
please call 917-633-7710 or email
registerforcovid@gmail.com.

MTA Battles First Snow Storm of 2021

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) employees have
responded to the first major snowstorm of 2021, which brought
fierce winds and over a foot of snow in most areas. Crews from
all MTA agencies were out removing snow from tracks and
yards as well as bus depots and Bridge and Tunnel facilities.
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