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MTA Commuter Agencies Working to 
Getting PTC Fully Installed

By Joseph M. Calisi 

     The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority of New York has 
announced that its commuter rail-
road, the Long Island Rail Road 
(LIRR), is getting it done as they 
work towards full compliance for 
Positive Train Control (PTC) by 
year’s end.
     PTC is the rail safety system 
designed to prevent rail mishaps 
such as collisions, overspeed 
protection, misaligned switches 
and human error while working 
in conjunction with existing in-
cab signaling and automatic civil 
speed enforcement systems.
     The LIRR has announced that 
an additional 108 route miles al-
most doubles the total mileage in 
compliance at 220. The activation 
puts 72.5% of the LIRR’s 305 total 
route miles now operating in PTC. 
     “This latest achievement shows 
that we are continuing to make 
steady and deliberate progress as 

we work toward implementing 
PTC systemwide by Dec. 31,” 
said LIRR President Phil Eng. 
“We celebrate and applaud inter-
mediate milestones like this, but 
everyone on the team knows we 
can’t let up for one moment until 

we have achieved full systemwide 
operation by the deadline.”
     “This latest achievement shows 
that we are continuing to make 
steady and deliberate progress as 

Beware of Scams, 
Especially Now 

Criminals are trying to take advantage of the  
coronavirus outbreak. 

     Queens Times wants its readers to be aware and here are 5 
Things to Know 
1.   Beware of anyone visiting, emailing, or calling about outstand-
ing bills or disconnecting service. You are not going to lose your 
power even if you can’t pay your bill now. 
2.   If anyone asks you for money for “new meters because of coro-
navirus,” that’s bogus. We don’t charge for meters. And, we’ve put 
smart meter installation on hold. 
3.   If someone comes to your door, verify they are who they say 
they are. We’ll only enter your home or business for emergencies, 
safety reasons and upon your request for critical issues, including 
turning on service. If someone claims to be from Con Edison, 
call 1 800 75 CONED (1 800 752 6633) and check the employee’s 
name and ID#. 
4.   If you are making a payment, do it safely. We never accept pay-
ment by cash apps such as Venmo, or bitcoin. We only accept online 
payments through conEd.com and conEd.com/GuestPayment. 
5.   Suspicious about an email from Con Edison? Don’t click on 
any links you’re unsure about. 
     If you have an emergency, call 911 or us at 1 800 75 CONED 
(1 800 752 6633). 
     Also, if you have an appointment with us, please let us know 
if you or anyone on your premises is quarantined by calling us. 
We’re here to keep New York safe and your energy reliable. 

Koo and Meng Thank Local 
Companies For Donating Hand 

Sanitizers to Police
     Council Member Peter Koo 
and Congresswoman Grace Meng 
have thanked two local businesses 
for donating 5,000 small bottles 
of hand sanitizers to local police 
precincts throughout Queens. 
The donations follow calls by the 
elected officials for the commu-
nity to support efforts to combat 
the spread of COVID-19. 
     The companies are King’s 
Action Group, general manager 
Nancy Jia, and Kari-Out Co., 
general manager David Chan. 
Today, they distributed the hand 
sanitizers to the NYPD 102, 104, 
107, 109, 110, 111, and 112 Police 
Precincts.
     Council Member Peter Koo 
stated, “Our first responders and 
essential workers are doing a great 
job to maintain order and contain 
the spread of COVID-19. We thank 
these businesses for stepping up 
during this difficult time to ensure 
our local police have the resources 
they need to keep themselves and 

Hope Sailed Into New York City Via  
Navy Hospital Ship ‘Comfort’

     The Navy hospital ship “Com-
fort” arrived in New York Har-
bor to help the city’s health care 
system that’s overwhelmed by 
the rising number of coronavirus 
patients.

     The USNS Comfort a 1,000 
beds floating hospital docked at 
Pier 90. It is that will be designated 
for patients with non-coronavirus 
issues.
     Meanwhile, several other emer-

gency field hospitals are popping 
up across the city.
     The Christian organization 
Samaritan’s Purse has built a 68-
bed facility near Fifth Avenue and 
99th Street in Central Park.
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we work toward implementing 
PTC systemwide by Dec. 31,” 
said LIRR President Phil Eng. 
“We celebrate and applaud inter-
mediate milestones like this, but 
everyone on the team knows we 
can’t let up for one moment until 
we have achieved full systemwide 

MTA Commuter Agencies Working to Getting PTC 
Fully Installed

operation by the deadline.”
     With the latest addition, these 
segments of the LIRR are now op-
erating in PTC with some limited 
exceptions at select areas that are 
still being refined:
•    Penn Station to the East River 
Tunnels
•    Jamaica to Montauk
•    Port Washington Branch 

(Woodside to Port Washington)
•    Hicksville to Port Jefferson
•    Ronkonkoma to Greenport
•    Hempstead Branch
•    Long Beach Branch
•    Oyster Bay Branch
•    Far Rockaway Branch
•    West Hempstead Branch
•    The Central Branch, which 
connects Bethpage with Babylon

By The Island Now 

     When confronting coronavirus, 
we need a comprehensive ap-
proach that addresses the health-
care issues and the economic 
issues. Working together we can 
beat this and come out the other 
side stronger than ever.
     When looking at the healthcare 
issues we must focus on 1) preven-
tion, 2) testing, 3) treatment and 4) 
a long-term vaccine solution.
     When looking at the economic 
issues we must focus on 1) indi-
viduals, 2) small businesses, 3) 
critical industry and 4) the overall 
economy.
     This is a complex, all-encom-
passing challenge that requires 
a comprehensive game plan that 
includes healthcare, government, 
not-for-profits, and the private sec-
tor working together with you and 
every American citizen.
     First and foremost, we must 
prevent the spread of coronavirus.
     We must all practice social 
distancing by limiting physical 
contact with others and avoiding 
large gatherings. For everyone 
that thinks they know better or 
are invincible, stop now! Much of 
America will be infected, but we 
must slow the rate so that hospitals 
and the healthcare system are not 
overwhelmed.
     I do not want my friends or 
family unable to access a ventila-
tor because just too many people 
are infected at once. Practice safe 
social distancing to help flatten 
the curve.
     Second, we need to continue to 
ramp up testing across the nation.
     Gov. Cuomo has done ex-
ceptionally well to increase the 
availability of testing across the 
state. New York State is testing 
more than 16,000 people a day, 
which is more tests per capita than 
any other state and most other 
countries.
     The increasing number of 
confirmed cases in our state was 
inevitable as testing ramped up. 
As more people get tested, the 
numbers will continue to mount. 
In Washington, I have discussed 

From the Desk of Congressman Tom Suozzi:  
Be Prepared Not Scared

the need for increased testing at 
the highest levels of government, 
including with Dr. Anthony Fauci 
and FDA Commissioner Stephen 
Hahn, so that we can most ef-
fectively locate hot spots of con-
tagion, develop a comprehensive 
containment plan, and deploy 
resources accordingly.
     While the governor is doing 
the job we need him to do, the 
president needs to implement and 
enforce the Defense Production 
Act now by ordering companies 
to produce testing kits, masks, 
gowns, ventilators, and more.
     The medical supply chain is un-
der tremendous stress and the DPA 
will help boost production of the 
necessary supplies to be distrib-
uted to the states that need it – like 
New York. States are currently 
competing against one another to 
bid for these critical supplies. We 
need to do everything we can do to 
help doctors, nurses, EMTs, social 
workers, food bank volunteers, 
police, firefighters, and so many 
others who are on the front lines.
     Third and Fourth, we need treat-
ments that can save coronavirus 
victims’ lives and a vaccine to 
prevent coronavirus in the future.
     If we slow the spread and de-
velop treatments, then this will 
be much like dealing with the flu. 
If people get sick and we have a 
treatment, crisis averted. In Con-
gress’ “phase three” negotiations, 
we must also give hospitals and 
healthcare institutions increased 
funding so they can provide qual-
ity care for all those who are sick 
and ensure first-responders and 
healthcare workers have access 
to personal protective equipment.
     We also need a long-term plan 
for a vaccine. That is why one 
of the first things Congress did 
weeks ago was to allocate $3 bil-
lion to help discover a vaccine. 
It will take 18 months, but the 
process has started, and the money 
is there.
     As we try to manage the health-
care issues, we must also address 
the economic effects of this crisis.
     Democrats and Republicans 
must come together, put aside 

ideological purity, and deliver im-
mediate solutions for our country, 
for individuals, and for businesses. 
Hopefully, by the time you read 
this, the deal will have been made 
by the Congress and signed by the 
President.
     During the “phase three” nego-
tiations, I have made it clear that 
we must protect everyday working 
individuals, families, small busi-
nesses, critical industries, and the 
economy across our nation. While 
the first two legislative phases, 
which have now been signed into 
law, were positive first steps, 
there is much more that needs to 
be done.
     For individuals, we must give 
families assistance through direct 
payments so they can pay their 
bills, expand existing tax breaks 
everyday Americans rely on to 
make ends meet, bolster unem-
ployment insurance for those who 
lose their jobs, grow the scope of 
paid family and medical leave 
(including those caring for our 
seniors), and make coronavirus 
treatment affordable for patients.
    For our small businesses, we 
must give them hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in grants and 
interest-free loans so they can stay 
afloat during this crisis.
     The government must also 
support critical industries that are 
essential for our security such as 
transportation, food, and manu-
facturers of medical equipment 
(for example, a big part of the 
mask shortage is that we do not 
have mask manufacturers here in 
the United States).
     Finally, in the long-term, we 
must invest in the economy as 
a whole through massive infra-
structure reform, which would 
spur investment and provide good-
paying jobs in countless American 
communities.
     We will get through this  
difficult time, but it will take all of 
us. Keep calm, wash your hands, 
heed the advice of public health 
experts by practicing social dis-
tancing, be prepared, not scared, 
and most importantly, if you can, 
stay home!

AG James Highlights Resources for  Domestic Violence 
Victims Amid Coronavirus Pandemic

     Attorney General Letitia James, 
along with state and local officials 
and advocates, today reminded 
victims of domestic violence that 
they are not alone and that help 
remains available around-the-
clock. On average, more than 10 
million individuals per year are 
physically abused by an intimate 
partner in the United States. 
While social isolation is necessary 

amidst the coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic, it 
may aggravate what is already a 
widespread problem.
     “The stress of the current 
situation is difficult,” said Queens 
District Attorney Melinda Katz. 
     “During these uncertain times, 
we want victims of domestic abuse 
to know that my office is here for 
you and we will continue to vigor-

ously prosecute domestic-violence 
cases so victims can obtain neces-
sary orders of protection and ac-
cess needed services,” said Staten 
Island District Attorney Michael 
E. McMahon. “From the outset, 
my office’s Domestic Violence 
Bureau and our Victim Advocates 
have been in contact with victims 
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.

SUNY Optometry University Eye Center Launches  
Telehealth Platform in Response to Covid-19 Outbreak in NYC
University Eye Care Center Of-
fers Virtual Vision Services to 
Continue Serving Patients from 
the Safety and Comfort of their 
Homes

     The SUNY College of Optom-
etry University Eye Center (UEC) 
moved quickly to cope with the 
coronavirus crisis by connect-
ing their providers with patients 
via telehealth starting March 30, 
Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. A smartphone, computer, or 
any device with a camera is all that 
is required for a virtual visit with a 
UEC doctor. 
     “We are responding to the 
call for alternative solutions for 
our patients amid the COVID-19 
pandemic and beyond this health 
emergency,” said David A. Heath, 
OD, EdM, president of SUNY Col-
lege of Optometry. “The telehealth 
platform will enable our doctors to 
safely, easily, and securely connect 
with people where they are in our 
community, particularly in under-
served areas.” 
     This new program will be avail-
able for ophthalmic consultations 
and will phase in various types of 
services, starting with emergency 
care needs such as red eye, swol-
len eyelids, and other conditions. 
Additional services and expanded 
access, where virtual visits are ap-
propriate, will follow shortly. 
     “Bringing this new service to 

our patients is critical. It ensures 
we continue providing a high level 
of care while also keeping both 
the patients and providers safe. 
I am proud that we were able to 
accelerate the integration of tele-
health at the UEC and see it as a 
valuable resource for our patients,” 
said Jennifer Gould, OD, chief of 
advanced care services at the UEC 
and SUNY College of Optometry 
alumna. 
     Existing or new patients should 
call 212-938-4001 to schedule a 
virtual visit with a UEC provider. 
Referrals are also accepted. The 
online service is available for 
adults and children.
     Patients will receive a secure 
link in their email or via text mes-
sage upon making an appointment 
that will enable them to meet with 
a doctor remotely at the scheduled 
day and time. At this time, most 
insurance covers telehealth visits, 
though patients should check with 
their insurance provider. Charita-
ble assistance will also be available 
for those in need. Patients will be 
able to access their visit and billing 
information through their UEC 
electronic health records. 
     “Our goal is to ensure continu-
ity of care and maintenance of 
our patients’ eye health during 
this uncertain time using a safe, 
convenient, and user-friendly tool 
for vision services,” said Michael 
McGovern, OD, the UEC chief 

medical officer. 
     The UEC will remain open for 
patients with urgent care needs 
who prefer or require being seen 
in person. For emergencies, please 
call 212-938-4001 or visit the UEC 
web site for more information 
about eye health and vision care.
     About SUNY Optometry - 
Founded in 1971 and located in 
New York City, the State Uni-
versity of New York College of 
Optometry is a leader in education, 
research, and patient care, offering 
the Doctor of Optometry degree as 
well as MS and PhD degrees in vi-
sion science. The College conducts 
a robust program of basic, transla-
tional and clinical research and has 
65 affiliated clinical training sites 
as well as an on-site clinic, the Uni-
versity Eye Center.  SUNY Optom-
etry is regionally accredited by the 
Commission on Higher Education 
of the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools; 
its four-year professional degree 
program and residency programs 
are accredited by the Accreditation 
Council on Optometric Education 
of the American Optometric As-
sociation. All classrooms, research 
facilities and the University Eye 
Center, which is one of the largest 
optometric outpatient facilities in 
the nation, are located on 42nd 
Street in midtown Manhattan. To 
learn more about SUNY Optom-
etry, visit www.suny.edu.

Speaker Corey Johnson & Council Member Daniel Dromm 
Call on the City’s Department of Finance for a Tax Lien 

Sale Postponement until the Coronavirus Pandemic Passes     
     Council Speaker Corey John-
son and Council Member Daniel 
Dromm, Chair of the Finance 
Committee, urged the city’s De-
partment of Finance (DOF) to 
postpone this year’s scheduled 
tax lien sale to help struggling 
property owners in the midst of the 
coronavirus pandemic. Currently, 
the last day to pay or enter into a 
payment agreement plan in order 
to avoid the tax lien sale is May 
14, 2020.
     In a letter sent today to Fi-
nance Commissioner Jacques 
Jiha, Speaker Johnson and Council 
Member Dromm noted that in the 
middle of this pandemic, enforce-
ment is not the appropriate action. 
The city should be working to 
provide short-term solutions to 
debtors like other governmental 
offices, including the Internal 
Revenue Service, are doing. This 
is a pause, not a cancellation. We 
know the city needs this money, 
but now is not the time to go after 
people to collect debt. We are in an 
unprecedented crisis.
     “People are struggling, and we 
as a city government must be do-
ing what we can to help alleviate 
some of their burdens. As we battle 
this unprecedented pandemic, we 
have to make sure we provide 
assistance to all New Yorkers in 
need. The city is in a state of pause, 
and outstanding debt collection 
should also pause until this crisis 
passes,” said Council Speaker 
Corey Johnson.
     “The NYC Department of Fi-
nance must postpone the tax lien 
sale in light of the public health 
emergency. New Yorkers need 
relief, and postponing the sale 

would help deliver exactly that. 
While I recognize the need to 
collect revenue, the tax lien sale 
should not be conducted at a time 
when NYC families are struggling 
because of lost wages, sick family 
members and the many other hard-
ships brought on by the COVID-19 
crisis. I hope the Department will 
join the many federal and state 
agencies that have halted enforce-
ment measures in order to help 
those who have been negatively 
impacted by the virus,” said New 
York City Council Finance Chair 
Daniel Dromm.
 Read a copy of the March 25, 
2020, letter below.
     Dear Commissioner Jiha:
     We are writing to urge the De-
partment of Finance to delay this 
year’s scheduled tax lien sale until 
after the immediate emergency 
of COVID-19 has passed. Now is 
not the time for enforcement ac-
tion. The Department of Finance 
should follow in the myriad of 
other governmental and collection 
entities who have provided short-
term, immediate relief to debtors. 
As you know, the 60-day notices 
were recently sent out and the last 
day to pay is currently set for May 
14, 2020.
     Especially in this time of crisis, 
we recognize that the City is in 
need of funds to combat the virus 
itself and to fund programs that 
will assist small businesses, help 
people who have lost their jobs, 
and to fund the recovery efforts 
that will be needed to revive our 
economy. Given that recognition, 
we do not make the recommenda-
tion of delaying the tax lien sale 
lightly.

     Should the Department of 
Finance adopt this recommenda-
tion it would not be alone. The 
federal Internal Revenue Service 
has stopped some tax enforce-
ment actions, including certain 
levies and collection notices. The 
New York State Office of Court 
Administration halted all new 
debt-related cases. The United 
States Department of Education 
is stopping collection efforts on 
defaulted student loans until fur-
ther notice. And, the largest trade 
group for debt purchases that 
pursue borrowers for collection, 
Receivables Management Asso-
ciation International, said it will 
institute new hardship provisions 
to temporarily suspend collection 
activities in cases of significant 
financial hardship.
     Moreover, as your staff fre-
quently notes, the goal of the tax 
lien sale process is not to sell liens, 
but rather to collect outstanding 
debt and to connect with and enroll 
eligible taxpayers in to exemption 
programs and payment plans to 
help them pay down their debt 
over time. This is necessarily an 
outreach and in-person intensive 
process that cannot be fully imple-
mented while the City is urging ev-
eryone to stay home to save lives.
     In light of these factors, please 
consider delaying this year’s tax 
lien sale. We welcome your con-
tinued partnership to protect the 
wellbeing of New York City prop-
erty owners as we navigate this 
unprecedented crisis.
 Sincerely,
 Corey Johnson, Speaker  Hon. 
Daniel Dromm, Chair, Finance 
Committee

     New York City has been named 
the epicenter of the coronavirus 
pandemic in the United States, but 
this isn’t enough to keep people 
home.
     Mayor Bill de Blasio announced 
that those who don’t follow social 
distancing order can face a fine of 
$250 to $500.
     “You’ve been warned and 
warned and warned again … When 
we say you can go out for some 
exercise, we’re not saying you can 
linger,” de Blasio said during a 
press conference, Sunday. “We’re 
not saying you can make a day of 
it. We’re saying go out, get a mini-
mum amount of exercise and go 
back indoors. We will be enforcing 
this but with understanding for the 

challenges that people are facing, 
for how new this is.”
     The New York Police Depart-
ment will order people to disperse 
if they’re caught ignoring the 
precautionary guidelines. If the 
officer’s pleas are ignored, viola-
tors will face a penalty. “We’re not 
going to be Draconian. We’re going 
to give people a chance to get used 
to this, but I guarantee you: we will 
enforce this new reality,” de Blasio 
continued.
     NYC reportedly has over 32,000 
confirmed cases of COVID-19 and 
678 deaths related to the Coronavi-
rus. There’s a shortage of supplies 
for frontline workers and de Blasio 
told CNN they’ll be out by next 
week.

New Yorkers Face $500 Fine for  
Ignoring Social Distancing Order

An Update for Seniors, About 
DFTA Meals

     During the last week DFTA has 
been phasing out “grab and go” 
meals and ramping up a central-
ized program of meals delivered 
directly to the homes of clients of 
congregate sites. The direct deliv-
ered meal system that began last 
week as a pilot will expand to serve 
all clients in all five boroughs start-
ing today, Monday March 30, 2020.
     DFTA’s congregate meals clients 
will receive direct delivery, which 
includes a five-meal package de-
livered to each older adult every 
week. DFTA has contracted with 
several vendors to deliver to these 
senior center participants directly. 
Because of this, Grab-and-Go 
meals will no longer be offered 
starting tomorrow. 
     The most direct path to access 
direct delivery meals is through 
the senior center. Older adults can 
do this by connecting with their 
local senior center. They can also 
call DFTA’s Aging Connect at 
212-AGING-NYC (212-244-6469) 
or call 311 
     Senior centers that have capacity 
to deliver existing frozen or shelf-
stable food directly to the homes 
of their members are free to do so. 
However, senior centers will cease 
this service upon depletion of cur-

rent stock and revert completely 
to the centralized meal delivery 
service. 
     Homebound older adults already 
receiving home-delivered meals 
through DFTA’s case management 
agencies will continue as usual. 
Those interested in signing up 
should call to see if they are eligible 
for home-delivered services by 
calling DFTA’s Aging Connect at 
212-AGING-NYC (212-244-6469) 
or calling 311. 
     In addition to helping en-
sure DFTA clients receive a daily 
meal, senior center providers are 
also making thousands of social 
engagement calls daily to ensure 
senior center members are not 
socially isolated during this crisis. 
Moreover, DFTA’s in-home ser-
vices (including friendly visiting, 
case management, geriatric mental 
health, and others) have transi-
tioned to a telephonic or virtual 
approach in an effort to combat 
social isolation. 
     For information about additional 
programs and resources, please 
visit https://www1.nyc.gov/site/em/
index.page 
     I am Council Member Reverend 
Rubén Díaz, Sr. and this is what 
you should know.
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by Merle Exit

(Continued from page 2)

Whirl With Merle
Local Communities Help Support Non-Exposure of Virus

     Non-essential stores are closed.  
You can go to the following: 
grocery; produce; banks; post of-
fices; pharmacies and restaurants 
that serve take-out only.  Howard 
Beach is one local community ral-
lying around the support of those 
either not wanting to leave their 
home or willing to get their food, 
curbside or even two that will do 
the shopping and delivery. 
     Tony Modica, owner of Prima 
Pasta and Café, at 161-50 Cross 
Bay Blvd.  is giving back to the 
community with their original 
price of $5.00 for Fileto di Po-
modoro (fresh tomatoes, onions, 
basil, f lavored with prosciutto).  
Prima Pasta and Café was known 
for having long lines out the door 
with their pick a pasta/pick a sauce 
for a low price.  That’s not all.  
Tony, who has created The Pizza 
Dance talked about the tradition 
of “breaking bread” and will now 
give you a free bag of bread.  One 
thing you could count on when 
waiting on the lines is someone on 
the staff offering what is known as 
“pizza bread.”  Made from their 
fresh pizza dough it was a small 
rectangular slice of bread with to-
mato sauce and herbs.  This bag of 
bread, however, includes not just 
the pizza bread, but garlic knots 
and slices of Italian bread.  If you 
simply stop by and say, “hello,” 

you will get a bag of bread.  Food 
orders are curbside and you tell 
them as to whether you are parked 
in the lot behind the café or right 
there in front.  Only one special 
per person. Delivery is within 
about a 3-4 mile radius where all 
of the pastas sell for its current 
price of $9.95+.  Needless to say, 
you have a whole menu to choose 
from of pizza, entrees, salads, and 
more.  Phone number: 718-659-
7278. Review of Prima Pasta and 
Café in a near future issue. 
     Russo’s on the Bay is closed for 
events and their other restaurant, 
Vetro, is closed as well.  Russo’s 
on the Bay is offering half trays 
of their Italian food for curbside 
pickup.  Most important is their 
continuation of food going to the 
Senior Citizens Centers, where 
you can pick up your lunch for a 
small donation.  
     Two supermarkets are offering 
to both shop for you and deliver 
your food of which the delivery 
is also in a 3-4 mile radius.  Food 
Emporium (former Key Food), 
located at 82-35 153rd Avenue, 
charges $8.00 for the shopping and 
free delivery with no minimum.  
Call them: 718-843-5585 or email 
foodemporiumhb@yahoo.com 
to place your order.  After the 
shopping is completed they will 
call you first to not only give you 
the total, but let you know if they 
are out of something and offer a 

substitute.  You will most likely 
have to pay in cash to the driver 
upon delivery.  If you choose to 
shop there, they will provide you 
with a free pair of gloves.  Senior 
shopping hours are 6-7 am.  In 
both cases, they will shop for you 
and you can pick up your groceries 
when you get there. Both locations 
have parking lots Since they each 
have to schedule, you may need to 
place the order a day in advance 
and it is possible to receive your 
groceries that same day you call.  
     Key Food, located at 163-30 
charges $6.99 shopping fee with 
a $40 minimum and free delivery.  
Go to their website and check out 
their flyer for sales items or just 
call and give them a list of what 
you want.  Although both stores 
have similar fliers, the products 
of one store may not be available.  
     Walgreens has a few locations 
in Howard Beach, but all loca-
tions are offering the following:  
you can use the drive-thru to pick 
up not only prescriptions but also 
other select essential items such 
as cleaning supplies and over-the 
counter medicines.  During this 
time we are waiving Walgreens 
Express Delivery fees for eligible 
prescriptions.  We are providing a 
dedicated hour on Tuesday, from 
8-9 am for senior citizens and their 
care givers.  For further informa-
tion and other locations go to their 
website.

Free Bread For a Year From Panera
     Panera Bread is now offering 
free bread for a year with the pur-
chase of a Panera Bread e-gift card 
valued at $50 or more. To receive 
the free bread for a year certifi-
cate, customers must email their 
gift card purchase confirmation 
to Ashley.cabarcas@panerabread.
com. Gift cards are available for 
purchase at PaneraBread.com, in 
increments of $1, up to $200.
     The promotion is open to cus-
tomers on Long Island and Queens 
for redemption at locations owned 
and operated by Doherty Enter-
prises, including: on Long Island: 
Bay Shore, Bellmore, Bohemia, 
Bridgehampton, Carle Place, 
East Meadow, East Northport, 
Farmingdale, Garden City, Glen 
Cove, Hauppauge, Hampton Bays, 
Hicksville, Huntington Station, 

Huntington Village, Island Park, 
Lake Grove, Lake Ronkonkoma, 
Lawrence, Little Neck, Mass-
apequa, Mineola, New Hyde Park, 
North Babylon, Patchogue, Plain-
view, Port Jefferson, Riverhead, 
Rockville Centre, Syosset, Val-
ley Stream and West Babylon; in 
Queens: Bayside, Glendale, Long 
Island City and Rego Park.
     With restaurant dining rooms 
across New York closed to con-
sumers, the purchase of a gift 
card is a great way to support your 
local restaurant. Panera Bread 
continues to offer takeout, rapid 
pick-up and free delivery to serve 
its community and aims to offer 
value with its free bread promo-
tion at a time when local grocery 
stores may not have the household 
staple readily available.

     Acting Queens Borough Presi-
dent Sharon Lee today announced 
that the term for 2020 Queens 
Community Board appointees 
will now begin on May 31, 2020, 
instead of April 1, and last through 
March 31, 2022. 
     Current Community Board 
members whose terms expire 
on March 31, 2020 will continue 
serving for an additional 60 days, 
pursuant to Chapter 70, Section 
2800(a) of the New York City 
Charter, “Members shall serve 
until their successors are appointed 
but no member may serve more 
than 60 days after the expiration 
of his or her original term unless 
reappointed by the borough presi-
dent…”

QBP Sharon Lee on Queens Community Board 
Appointments For 2020

     “Following a robust and ex-
tended application period, and in 
continuous consultation with the 
borough’s City Councilmembers in 
accordance with the usual commu-
nity board application procedure, I 
will issue the 2020 appointments 
to the borough’s 14 Community 
Boards in the coming weeks,” said 
Borough President LEE. “I thank 
those Community Board members 
for serving for at least an addi-
tional 60 days on their respective 
community boards, in light of the 
extraordinary circumstances. I also 
thank all 14 Community Boards for 
remaining operational and continu-
ing to serve constituents during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  At times of 
crisis and great uncertainty, any 
semblance of short-term predict-
ability, continuity and steadiness 
is invaluable.”
     On February 4, 2020, Bor-
ough President Lee announced a 
six-week extension to the origi-
nal January 31, 2020 application 
deadline, citing the desire “to 
ensure that the pool of applicants 
is as robust as possible.”  As of the 
March 13 deadline, the Queens 
Borough President’s Office had re-

ceived 501 applications, including 
246 applications from those who 
had never previously served on a 
Queens community board, and 255 
from those with prior experience 
and/or who were re-applying at 
the conclusion of their 2020 term.
     There are 59 Community 
Boards citywide, including 14 in 
Queens, and each hold monthly 
full membership meetings. The 
Boards also hold hearings and issue 
recommendations about the City 
budget, municipal service delivery 
and numerous other matters that 
impact their communities.
     All Queens Community Board 
members are appointed by the 
Queens Borough President, pursu-
ant to the City Charter, with half of 
the appointments recommended by 
the City Councilmembers repre-
senting their respective Commu-
nity Districts. Each Board has up to 
50 unsalaried members, with each 
member serving a two-year term. 
All Community Board members 
who wish to continue serving on 
a Board are required to re-apply 
at the conclusion of their two-year 
term and are subject to review and 
reconsideration.

     “Tomorrow is the first of the 
month, which is the time when 
many New Yorkers are required to 
pay their rent. This month is un-
like any we’ve seen as a city, and 
hundreds of thousands of people 
who were working just a few 
weeks or even days ago are now 
unemployed and worried about 
how they will survive. 
     We need rent relief for those 
impacted by this crisis. I support 
State Sen. Michael Gianaris’ ef-
forts to suspend rent for those who 
lost income because of the epi-
demic. In addition, I am interested 
in helping lower income tenants 
adversely affected by coronavirus 
who were already struggling even 
before this crisis. Rent payments 
due to coronavirus/COVID-19 
hardship must be reduced - or in 
some cases cancelled - now. We 
must also ensure that those ten-
ants aren’t hit with exorbitant back 
rents they won’t be able to afford 
after this crisis is over. 
     We need to balance rent relief 
with financial support for build-
ing owners whose tenants are 
suffering, especially small, mom 
and pop landlords and non-profit 
building owners. We should con-
sider whether we should--in some 
cases--extend temporary tax relief 
to those landlords so that they can 

get through this period. 
     Any assistance for landlords 
needs to come with protections to 
prevent them from harassing cur-
rent tenants out of their units or 
rent-gouging to make up for profit 
losses when the crisis subsides. To 
be blunt, those caught being bad 
landlords should get no relief. 
New York City was in a housing 
emergency even before this epi-
demic. We cannot let New Yorkers 
come out of this crisis on the brink 
of homelessness. The eviction 
moratorium needs to stay in place 
during the crisis and for a reason-
able recovery period afterward.
The urgency of the tenant protec-
tions we were calling for  before 
coronavirus has only increased. 
We must keep pushing the State 
to pass  “Just Cause” eviction 
legislation, which would prohibit 
landlords from forcing tenants out 
through big rent increases at time 
of lease renewal.
The time to act is now. Hundreds 
of thousands of New Yorkers 
are suddenly in a position where 
they can’t afford their rent, which 
has ripple effects throughout our 
economy--for property owners 
and for the city as a whole. We 
need a structure in place for ev-
eryone’s peace of mind. We are 
all in this together.”

Speaker Johnson Statement on 
Rent Relief

to reassure them and offer any 
additional assistance they might 
require. I encourage anyone in 
need to reach out to us directly 
or contact one of the following 
resources for more help. We will 
not let this current health crisis de-
ter us from our mission to protect 
victims of domestic violence and 
hold their abusers accountable.”
     Domestic violence impacts in-
dividuals of all races, ethnicities, 
socio-economic statuses, genders, 
and occurs in every community 
across New York. There are pro-
grams available to those experi-
encing intimate partner abuse in 
counties across the state, in addi-
tion to 24-hour national and state 
hotlines standing by to provide 
assistance. 
     The following is a list of re-
sources for anyone experiencing 

intimate partner abuse:
•    Anyone whose life is in im-
mediate danger should call 911. 
•    The National Domestic Vio-
lence 24-hour hotline is: 1-800-
799-7233, or for TTY: 1-800-787-
3224. 
•    The New York State Domestic 
and Sexual Violence 24-hour hot-
line is: 1-800-942-6906, or for the 
deaf or hard of hearing: 711. 
•    The 24-hour hotline for Safe 
Horizon, a non-profit serving 
individuals in New York City is: 
1-800-621-4673. 
•    The 24-hour live-operated 
bilingual (English/Spanish) hot-
line for the Violence Intervention 
Program is: 1-800-664-5580. 
•    The New York State Coali-
tion Against Domestic Violence 
provides a directory of available 
programs by county: NYSCADV.
org/find-help/program-directory.
html.

AG James Highlights Resources for  
Domestic Violence Victims . . .
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Funny 
StuffHOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 4/2/20 - 4/8/20

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You will be likely to make per-
sonal mistakes. Try to control your 
irritability if you’re experiencing 
emotional problems with your 
partner. Your lucky numbers are 
4,3,1.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Tempers may flare if you haven’t 
been completely honest about your 
intentions or your whereabouts. 
Get involved in activities that will 
bring you pleasure. Your lucky 
numbers are 6,4,3.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Opportunities to improve your liv-
ing standards will come through 
joint financial investments. You 
will learn easily if you put forth 
an effort. Your lucky numbers 
are 9,3,2.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Pay attention to important details. 
You may want to take a trip. Do 
not get involved with individuals 
who are already committed to 
others. Lucky numbers are 3,2,1.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
You’re likely to encounter good 
business prospects if you travel. 
Double check your work. Direct 
your energy into physical enter-
tainment. Your lucky numbers 
are 4,8,5.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
New friendships will develop 
through group events. Get the red 
tape and the unwanted paperwork 
out of the way. Your lucky num-
bers are 3,7,2.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You can make money through 
your creative efforts. Nagging has 
never been something that you 
could tolerate. Don’t be afraid of 
opposition. Your lucky numbers 
are 9,6,3.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Get the whole family involved in 
a worthwhile cause or cultural 
event. You will want to take off 
and have some recreation. Start 
sending out those resumes. Your 
lucky numbers are 8,2,1.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You need to be active and spend 
time with friends and family. You 
may feel that someone at work 
is holding you back. Your lucky 
numbers 5,3,1.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Direct your energy wisely this 
week. Anger will prevail if you 
expect help from others. Refuse 
to let others make unrealistic 
demands of you. Your lucky num-
bers are 4,3,2.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You might have some problems 
balancing your books. Your intel-
lectual charm will entice new love 
interests. Your lucky numbers 
are 1,7,9.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You need some time to relax. 
Social activity should be on your 
agenda. Clear up domestic chores 
that have remained undone for 
some time. Your lucky numbers 
are 2,4,7.

TRY AND FIND

Ca st le
C i ndere l l a
Cou r t yard
Du mbo
Epcot

Fut u r i s t i c
Hau nt e d
I s l and
Ju ng le
K i ng

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Beauties
6. Liquid
11. Mature
12. Transportation by air
15. A fourth state of matter
16. Clowning
17. A high alpine meadow
18. Filters out
20. Jump
21. Ark builder
23. Hotels
24. Carryall
25. Accomplished
26. Eastern discipline
27. Mongol hut
28. Against
29. Consumed food
30. Late
31. Newspaper offices
34. Sand bar
36. Not in
37. Lazily
41. Boor
42. A ridge of sand
43. 8 in Roman numerals
44. Impresses
45. Pear variety
46. Feudal worker
47. Avenue (abbrev.)
48. Anarchical
51. American Sign Language
52. Piously
54. Apprehended
56. Resistance to change
57. Keen
58. Stinks
59. Like some communities

DOWN
1. Helium or hot air _______
2. Unyielding
3. Passenger vehicle
4. Shade trees
5. Immediately
6. Fine wheat meal
7. Kings of the jungle
8. Website addresses
9. Sick
10. Tradition-bound
13. Frigid
14. Sort
15. Chinese “bear”
16. Perilously
19. Violent disturbances
22. Extremely wicked
24. Longhand
26. Wail
27. Sweet potato
30. Carry
32. Consume
33. 1/16th of a pound
34. Slob
35. Notwithstanding
38. Incapacitate
39. Flaxseed
40. Submit
42. A coarse linen cloth
44. Dry riverbed
45. Dye with wax
48. Pear-shaped instrument
49. Catch
50. Epic
53. Mineral rock
55. Smidgen

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

DI SN EY WOR LD

La go on
L ion
Mans ion
Par ade
R a i l road

Spac e sh ip
St ar war s
Tre ehouse
Spl a sh
Sw i s s

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Crossword/Sudoku online.. 
Visit www.queenstimes.com

Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

BAR SET HIGH
A perfectionist walked into a 
bar…apparently, the bar wasn’t 
set high enough.

KIDS THESE DAYS
Have you played the updated kids’ 
game? I Spy With My Little Eye 
. . . Phone.

TOO MUCH TIME
I ate a clock yesterday, it was very 
time-consuming.

COOK A GATOR
Q: What is the best way to cook 
a gator?

A: In a crock-pot

DRY PENGUIN
Q: What do you call a penguin in 
the desert?
A: Lost
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(Continued on page 10)

Senator James Sanders Jr. Delivers Meals to Local 
Police Precincts During Coronavirus Crisis

Team Sanders staffer Lisa George helps deliver meals to 
the 103rd Precinct.

     State Senator James Sanders Jr. 
(D-Rochdale Village, Far Rocka-
way) delivered meals to police pre-
cincts in his district on March 27, 
2020. The effort, led by staffer Lisa 
George, ensured that meals were 
given to the hardworking officers 
at the 102nd Precinct in Richmond 
Hill, 103rd Precinct in Jamaica and 
113th Precinct in Rochdale Village. 
More meals will be delivered to 
other precincts in the future.
     “My office is proud to be doing 
our part to help the brave men and 
women of the NYPD, who protect 
our neighborhoods every day and 
risk their safety, especially dur-
ing this coronavirus pandemic,” 
Sanders said. “We want them to 
know we appreciate their efforts 
and bringing them meals is just one 
way we are showing our gratitude.”

Koo and Meng Thank Local 
Companies For Donating Hand 

Sanitizers to Police

(Continued from page 1)

our community safe.”
     Congresswoman Grace Meng 
stated, “The coronavirus pandem-

ic continues to wreak havoc on our 
city and nation, and this donation 
of supplies will be a welcome help 
in our efforts to combat it. Thank 
you for your generosity.”

QBP Lee on Rise in Covid-19 Related Deaths 
at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst

     Acting Queens Borough Presi-
dent Sharon Lee stated the follow-
ing in response to questions about 
the latest rise in COVID-19 related 
deaths, particularly the 13 deaths 
within a 24-hour period at NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst:
     “NYC Health + Hospitals/Elm-
hurst is currently at the center of the 
rapidly-developing public health 
crisis, and currently the top prior-
ity of the NYC Health + Hospitals 
system,”  said Borough President 
LEE. “Frontline workers and 
medical professionals are moving 
mountains around the clock with 
extraordinary acts of heroism, us-
ing all tools and resources available 
to save each and every single life. 
Queens is deeply grateful.”
     “The loss of lives is jarring, 
and we must do everything in our 
power to prevent and prepare for 
future surges on the horizon. For 
anyone still in denial about how 
dire the situation is, use this as an 
alert not for panic, but for making 
the right choices now.  Our trajec-
tory depends entirely on not just 
what we do, but when we do it.  
This is precisely why the Gover-
nor and Mayor have taken strong 
measures to stem the tide, and may 
necessitate even more aggressive 
measures in this race against time. 
     “Do your part to help bend the 
curve. Stay At Home and take all 
available precautions. Boredom 
is a luxury. Our ability to prevent 

as many deaths as possible hinges 
upon our staying ahead of the 
curve. This is humanity’s shared 
war against a global pandemic.  
Battles around the world and across 

the country have warned us of this 
and of future trajectories, and it 
can only be disrupted by the ac-
tions that we take together and 
take now.”

US Open Tennis Complex to be Used as 
Makeshift Hospital

     The New York stadium complex 
that hosts the annual U.S. Open ten-
nis tournament every summer will 
be used as a makeshift hospital to 
bolster efforts to care for patients 
during the coronavirus pandemic.
     The Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center in Queens is slated to 
be transformed into overflow hos-
pital space, said Chris Widmaier, 
U.S. Tennis Association spokes-
man. The conversion is being made 
at the request of the New York City 
Office of Emergency Management, 
he added.

Retired Queens Supreme Court Justice 
John Milano Will be Missed

     Retired Queens Supreme 
Court Justice John Milano died 
March 25, he was 94. Milano, 
a native New Yorker born in 
1926, practiced law for 65 years 
and served for 30 years on the 
bench in various state and city 
courts. He was appointed one of 
New York City’s first Housing 
Court judges in 1973 before later 
serving as a Civil Court, Acting 
Criminal Court and the New York 
Supreme Court judge. Milano 

was in private practice for more 
than 20 years before becoming a 
judge. He also served as counsel 
to the Democratic leadership in 
the New York State Senate for 
16 years. When his tenure on the 
bench ended, Milano returned to 
the private sector, joining Picciano 
& Scahill, P.C. in 2001. He contin-
ued to prepare cases and appear in 
court into his 90s.
     Milano was born in Hell’s 
Kitchen in 1926. He sang in the 
Children’s Chorus of the Metro-
politan Opera and attended one 
year at City College before enlist-
ing in the Army Air Corps.
He graduated from the NYU 
School of Law in 1950 after re-
turning from his tour in World 
War II, beginning a commitment 
to the legal profession that lasted 
the rest of his life. In lieu of flow-
ers, the Queens County Bar As-
sociation is instead asking for 
families to come together and sing 
“God Bless America” in his honor.
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New Program Feeds Health Care Workers
     Fuel the Frontlines -- a joint initia-
tive with the Queens Borough Presi-
dent’s Office, Queens Economic De-
velopment Corporation, and Queens 
Night Market -- began on March 29. 
The program sends fresh meals to the 
borough’s nine acute-care hospitals 
while also supporting food purveyors 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
The first packages came from Cook-
ing With Corey, which works out of 
QEDC’s Entrepreneur Space, a food 
incubator in Long Island City. In 
photo, QEDC Executive Director Seth 
Bornstein stands with (l-to-r) busi-
ness namesake Corey Whittenburg, 
Borough President Sharon Lee, and 
Brandi Covington. To donate, send 
an email to info@queensbp.org, with 
the subject line “Fuel the Frontlines.”

Suozzi Travels to DC to Ensure  
Coronavirus “Phase Three” Passage

Applauds passage of $2 trillion-
dollar package which will support 
the healthcare workers who are 
saving lives, as well as individu-
als, workers and small businesses 
during coronavirus pandemic 
 
     On Friday, March 26th, Con-
gressman Suozzi traveled to 
Washington, DC to ensure the 
passage of the third bipartisan 
coronavirus stimulus package. 
Suozzi traveled down to DC in 
the event if one Member called for 
a roll call vote and 216 Members 
would have needed to be present 
to ensure passage of the Bill.
     “On Friday, the House of Repre-
sentatives put aside their ideologi-
cal purity and came together to 
deliver relief for Americans,” said 
Suozzi. “While there is more to 
still be done, this historic stimulus 
package will begin to help indi-
viduals and businesses who are 
struggling with the anxiety and 
economic impact of the coronavi-
rus pandemic. Historically, when 
Americans come together, we 
persevere. ‘E pluribus Unum,’ and 
together, we will get through this.”
     During the current pandemic, 
Suozzi has urged a comprehen-
sive approach that addresses 
the healthcare issues and the 
economic issues. When looking 
at the healthcare issues we must 
focus on 1) prevention, 2) testing, 
3) treatment and 4) a long-term 
vaccine solution. When looking 
at the economic issues we must 

focus on 1) individuals, 2) small 
businesses, 3) critical industry and 
4) the overall economy. You can 
see more about Suozzi’s thoughts 
on addressing the coronavirus in 
an op-ed, below.
     Highlights from the stimulus 
bill include:
•    A $150 Billion State and Lo-
cal Coronavirus Relief Fund: 
Creates a $150 billion State and 
Local Coronavirus Relief Fund 
to provide states and localities 
additional resources to cope with 
the coronavirus pandemic. 
•    $260 Billion in Dramatically 
Expanded Unemployment Ben-
efits: Includes numerous provi-
sions to improve unemployment 
benefits including providing an 
additional $600 per week for the 
next four months, providing an 
additional 13 weeks of federally 
funded benefits, and expanding el-
igibility to include workers in the 
gig economy and self-employed 
workers.
•    Immediate Direct Cash Pay-
ments to Lower and Middle-In-
come Americans: Provides for im-
mediate, direct cash payments to 
lower-and middle-income Ameri-
cans of $1,200 for each adult and 
$500 for each child, beginning 
to phase out at an annual income 
of $75,000 for an individual and 
$150,000 for a household. These 
payments will provide individu-
als with the cash they need right 
now to survive with much of the 
economy currently shut down.
•    More Than $375 Billion in 
Small Business Relief: Provides 
more than $375 billion in small 
business relief, including $349 bil-
lion for forgivable loans to small 
businesses to pay their employees 
and keep them on the payroll; $17 
billion for debt relief for current 
and new SBA borrowers; and 
$10 billion in immediate disaster 
grants.
•    Approximately $200 Billion 
for Our Hospitals, Health Care 
Workers, and Health Research: 
Provides an investment of about 
$200 billion in our hospitals, 
health systems, and health re-
search, including expanding fund-
ing for the personal protective 
equipment desperately needed by 
our health care workers, including 
ventilators, n95 masks, gowns, 
gloves, etc.

WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

Congressman Gregory Meeks Stimulus Update
Dear Neighbors –

     I pray this message finds you and 
your family in good health.  These 
are trying times and I want to make 
sure you are aware of some of the 
efforts that are being made to help 
us get through this.
     On Friday we passed, and 
President Trump signed into law, 
the CARES Act (the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity Act) — a significant piece of 
legislation that seeks to provide 
approximately $2 trillion worth of 
economic assistance to consumers 
and businesses.
     This isn’t the exact bill that I 
would have written if I were the 
only Member of Congress, but it’s 
a good start and will provide sig-
nificant benefits to people in need:
    Direct payments for individuals 
making under $99,000 a year and 
married couples making under 
$150,000 a year, with additional 
payments for children under 16. 
And that means everyone – even 
those on disability and other forms 
of assistance. 
     Most importantly this bill pro-
vides direct benefits and resources 
to our front-line healthcare work-

ers.  All of us understand that 
these people are heroes, as are the 
truckers, grocery store workers, 
first responders and cab drivers 
that are keeping our city moving. 
     Further the bill incentivizes, 
production of urgently needed 
medical supplies, it’s great that 
people are pulling together to make 
homemade masks, but the need for 
ventilators and quality equipment 
in New York City in particular is 
urgent. 
     Finally, I urge you to always 
consider the source as you read 

about the virus.  I find the best 
information is coming from Gover-
nor Cuomo’s NYS Health Depart-
ment and of course the Center for 
Disease Control.  
     I hope you’re staying safe, taking 
all necessary precautions, practic-
ing social distancing, and, if at all 
possible, staying at home.  We will 
get through this.  Together.   Even 
as we must stay apart for now. 
     Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,
Gregory Meeks
Member of Congress

Frank H. Wu is Appointed Queens College President

Frank H. Wu appointed new 
Queens College President by 
CUNY Board of Trustees.

     The City University of New 
York has appointed Frank H. 
Wu as the eleventh president of 
Queens College effective July 1. 
Wu is the first Asian American to 
serve as Queens College president 
and the first Asian American to 
serve as a president of a CUNY 
college in Queens. A law profes-
sor and author, Frank H. Wu cur-
rently serves as a Distinguished 
Professor at UC Hastings, where 
he previously served as chancel-
lor and dean. Wu has made a 
career of breaking barriers and 
creating opportunities for student 

success. He was the first Asian 
American professor to teach at 
Howard Law School and the first 
Asian American to serve as dean 
of Wayne State University Law 
School. At Gallaudet University, 
he spent a decade serving deaf 
and hearing-impaired students. 
Widely published in professional 
journals as well as popular out-
lets, Wu is the author of “Yellow: 
Race in America Beyond Black 
and White,” and a co-author of 
“Race, Rights & Reparations: 
Law and the Japanese American 
Internment.” 

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) congratulates Profes-
sor Frank Wu for being named 
as the new President of Queens 
College.
     “I have known Frank Wu for 
several years and I am honored 
to congratulate him as we enter 
this new and exciting chapter 

for Queens College,” said Meng. 
“Queens College does extraordi-
nary work in preparing students 
for their futures. It continues 
to be a beacon of higher educa-
tion, and  I am confident that 
under Frank Wu’s leadership, 
the institution’s success will soar 
even higher. I am also pleased to 

Congresswoman Grace Meng Congratulates Frank Wu on 
Becoming New President of  Queens College

congratulate Professor Wu for 
making history by becoming the 
first Asian American President 
of Queens College. I wish him 
nothing but the best, and look 
forward to working with him in 
his new capacity.”
     Queens College is located in 
Meng’s congressional district.
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

TOP 11 Myths of Coronavirus (COVID-19)
     In the wake of coronavirus 
(COVID-19), there has been a lot 
of misinformation spreading just 
as fast as the coronavirus itself. 
While there is a lot of truth out 
there about what coronavirus is 
and how serious this pandemic 
is, there are many myths floating 
around too. Senator James Sand-
ers Jr. is here to make sure you get 
the facts above all else. Therefore, 
here are the top 11 myths about 
COVID-19 and the facts to set 
them straight. 
     Myth 1: Black People are Im-
mune to Coronavirus
     Last week, two notable in-
dividuals of African descent 
tested positive for COVID-19. 
Afro-British actor, Idris Elba and 
NBA player, Rudy Gobert (as 
well as many other black NBA 
players testing positive) had to 
self-quarantine due to contract-
ing the virus. There have been 
many false assertions that black 
people can’t be infected by CO-
VID-19. However, there is no 
data suggesting that there is any 
racial or geographic immunity to 
coronaviruses. Otis Brawley--a 
professor of epidemiology and 
oncology at the Johns Hopkins 
University Bloomberg School of 
Public Health--said, “I want to 
be very clear — there is, despite 
many claims to the contrary, no 
truth, no fact at all in claims of 
genetic differences, immunity or 
susceptibility, to disease based 
on race.”
     Myth 2: Cold Weather Can Kill 
the Virus
     Cold weather cannot kill the 
new coronavirus. According to 
the World Health Organization, 
there is no reason to believe that 
cold weather can kill the new 
coronavirus or other diseases. The 
normal human body temperature 
remains around 97.7°F to 98.6°F, 
regardless of the external tem-
perature or weather. The most 
effective way to protect yourself 
against the new coronavirus is by 
frequently cleaning your hands 
with alcohol-based hand sanitizer 
or washing them with soap and 
water.
     Myth 3: Only Elderly People 
Can Be Infected by the Virus
     This virus can infect anyone 
and any age is at risk for being 
infected. However, it is true that 
coronavirus is likely to signifi-
cantly affect people over age 65 
and individuals with underlying 
health conditions, such as asthma, 
cancer, diabetes and chronic heart 
disease. People in those groups 
are more likely to have a severe 
and sometimes fatal illness from 
a coronavirus infection. It is also 
important to note that younger, 
healthier people can be infected, 
show no symptoms, and pass the 
virus on to those more vulnerable 
populations. 
     Myth 4: If I Become Infected 
with the Virus, I’ll Die
     Only a small percentage of peo-
ple who contract COVID-19 are 
likely to die. About 80% of those 
who are infected with the virus 
experience only a mild illness. 
Some people will contract the 
illness and be asymptomatic. The 
data suggests that only around 
2.3% of people infected with CO-
VID-19 die from the virus. People 
who are older or have underlying 
health conditions seem to be most 

at risk of having severe disease 
or complications. While there’s 
no need to panic, people should 
take steps to prepare and protect 
themselves and others from the 
new coronavirus.
     Myth 5: The Virus is Just a Mu-
tated Form of the Common Cold
     No, it’s not. Coronavirus is a 
large family of viruses that in-
cludes many different diseases. 
SARS-CoV-2 does share similari-
ties with other coronaviruses, four 
of which can cause the common 
cold. All five viruses have spiky 
projections on their surfaces and 
utilize so-called spike proteins 
to infect host cells. However, 
the four cold coronaviruses — 
named 229E, NL63, OC43 and 
HKU1 — all utilize humans as 
their primary hosts. SARS-CoV-2 
shares about 90% of its genetic 
material with coronaviruses that 
infect bats, which suggests that 
the virus originated in bats and 
later hopped to humans.
     Evidence suggests that the 
virus passed through an inter-
mediate animal before infecting 
humans. Similarly, the SARS 
virus jumped from bats to civets 
(small, nocturnal mammals) on its 
way into people, whereas MERS 
infected camels before spreading 
to humans.
     Myth 6: If You Have CO-
VID-19, You Will Know
     Wrong. COVID-19 causes a 
wide range of symptoms, many of 
which appear in other respiratory 
illnesses such as the flu and the 
common cold. Specifically, com-
mon symptoms of COVID-19 in-
clude fever, cough and difficulty 
breathing, and rarer symptoms in-
clude dizziness, nausea, vomiting 
and a runny nose. In severe cases, 
the disease can progress into a 
serious pneumonia-like illness — 
but early on, infected people may 
show no symptoms at all.
     Myth 7: Wearing a Face-
mask Will Protect You From 
COVID-19.
     This is not accurate. Certain 
models of professional, tight-fit-
ting respirators (such as the N95) 
can protect health care workers as 
they care for infected patients. For 
the general public without respira-
tory illness, wearing lightweight 
disposable surgical masks is not 
recommended. Because they 
don’t fit tightly, they may allow 
tiny infected droplets to get into 
the nose, mouth or eyes. Also, 
people with the virus on their 
hands who touch their face under 
a mask might become infected. 
People with a respiratory illness 
can wear these masks to lessen 
their chance of infecting others. 
Bear in mind that stocking up 
on masks makes fewer available 
for sick patients and health care 
workers who need them.
     Myth 8: Flu and Pneumonia 
Vaccines Protect Against CO-
VID-19
     As SARS-CoV-2 is different 
than other viruses, no existing 
vaccines protect against infection.
     Myth 9: Garlic and Home Rem-
edies Protects Against COVID-19
     Some research suggests that 
garlic might slow the growth of 
some species of bacteria. How-
ever, COVID-19 is caused by a vi-
rus, and there is no evidence that 
garlic can protect people against 
COVID-19. No home remedies 

can protect against COVID-19, 
including vitamin C, essential 
oils, silver colloid, sesame oil, 
garlic, f ish tank cleaner, and 
sipping water every 15 minutes. 
The best approach is to adopt a 
good handwashing regimen and 
to avoid places where there may 
be unwell people. 
     Myth 10: If You Can Hold Your 
Breath for 10 Seconds, You Don’t 
Have a Coronavirus Infection. 
     The idea behind this myth 
is that if some is infected with 
coronavirus, by the time someone 
is having trouble breathing, 50% 
of their lungs will have pulmo-
nary fibrosis -- a lung disease 
that causes irreversible scarring 
and hardening of the lung tissue. 
There’s a post that’s been floating 
around the internet that states 
that if you can hold your breath 
for 10 seconds -- without feeling 
like you need to gasp for air or 
a tightness in your chest -- then 
you don’t have pulmonary fibrosis 
and you’re likely not infected with 
coronavirus.
     While it’s possible for the coro-
navirus to cause fibrosis, holding 
your breath is not a suitable at-
home “test” to determine if you 
have lung damage. To get a proper 
diagnosis, you’d need a variety of 
tests performed by your doctor. 
And, if you’re having difficulty 
breathing, from coronavirus or 
anything else, you should call 
your healthcare provider.
     Myth 11: You Don’t Have to Pay 
Your Rent Because of the 90-Day 
Moratorium Due to COVID-19
     To be clear, the Governor has 
NOT issued an Executive Order 
suspending rent payments for 
residents or business.  In fact, in 
yesterday’s update on New York 
State Actions on Coronavirus was 
the following statement regarding 
housing: 
     “On March 20, Governor 
Cuomo announced that the State 
will be implementing a 90-day 
moratorium on evictions for resi-
dential and commercial tenants. 
The Governor declined to an-
nounce the suspension of rent, but 
noted that an eviction moratorium 
is an important step in that direc-
tion and encouraged landlords to 
be lenient because they will not 
be able to evict their tenants and 
show vacant apartments or stores 
for the near future.”
    In other words, without an 
Executive Order or legislative 
actions, which both have not hap-
pened, tenants are still required to 
pay rent to landlords during these 
times.  If they do not, they risk 
being evicted by the landlord once 
the eviction moratorium is lifted 
and they will still responsible to 
pay those missed rent payments. 
While there is a bill or two that 
calls for the suspension of rent, 
it has not become law until the 
legislature passes said bill(s) and 
the Governor signs it.
     Lastly, it is important to note 
that information surrounding this 
pandemic is always changing. As 
that happens, we will make sure 
to update you as soon as possible 
with the most accurate informa-
tion.
 Sources: 
1.   https://health.usnews.com/
conditions/slideshows/myths-
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Meng Announces House Passage Of $2.2 Trillion 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, & Economic Security Act

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
NY), a member of the powerful 
House Appropriations Committee 
– which funds all federal agen-
cies and programs – issued the 
following statement after the U.S. 
House of Representatives passed 
the Senate’s bipartisan $2.2 tril-
lion Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and 
Economic (CARES) Act.
     “The war against the coro-
navirus is unlike anything the 
world has ever seen, and my 
community is at the epicenter of 
this unprecedented pandemic. 
Our workers, small businesses, 
neighbors, children and elderly 
are hurting – without an end in 
sight. Our workers and small busi-
nesses are making the impossible 
decision to risk their economic 
health, in exchange for the safety 
and health of their own families 
and their neighbors. Most of all, 
the frontline health care workers 
across my district are waging this 
battle to save our lives. But we 
are asking them to go into battle 
without all the necessary tools 
and equipment. Today’s passage of 
the CARES Act is critical because 
Queens cannot wait. The original 
coronavirus bill was shamefully 
lacking in providing enough re-
lief for families, our hospitals, 
and relief for small businesses; it 
put corporations above workers. 
Through intense negotiations, 
the Democrats secured a better 
bill to help workers and families. 
However, this bill is not perfect 
and there is more to do. But it will 
bring necessary and immediate 
relief. The CARES Act will give 
short-term relief to families and 
workers who are hurting right now 

through direct cash assistance. 
This bill will give immediate relief 
to our health care system and the 
workers on the frontlines. This bill 
pauses federal student loan pay-
ments. Most of all, this bill is not 
the end; it is only the beginning. 
Now that this bill is passed, we 
must immediately look toward the 
next relief package to give more 
direct cash payments to families; 
help children who are forced to do 
remote learning without internet or 
computers at home; and support 
for every worker. Ultimately, the 
next bill must ensure that New 
York State and New York City 
receive more financial assistance 
to help combat this crisis, and that 
the federal government is there 
when we need it the most. Just 
as my constituents are fighting 
for their lives, I will continue to 
fight to make sure they have the 
full, critical support for long-term 
sustainable recovery. Our com-
munities, our families, workers, 
and frontline health care workers 
deserve nothing less than all that 
our federal response can provide 
during this unprecedented public 
health crisis.”
     The $2.2 trillion CARES Act 
included the following items that 
benefit New York:
•    An estimated $15 billion for 
New York of $260 billion in Unem-
ployment Insurance (UI) Benefits 
which will provide a $600 increase 
per week to each worker’s base UI 
benefit;
•    An estimated $15 billion in 
direct payments to New Yorkers—
including individuals, retired, 
and unemployed who will receive 
$1,200, $2,400 for couples, plus 

$500 per child;
•    Billions directly for New York 
hospitals out of $100 billion na-
tionally for equipment, supplies, 
staffing, and construction;
•    Billions from the $45 billion for 
FEMA Disaster Relief Fund for re-
imbursable activities that include, 
medical response, Personal Protec-
tion Equipment, National Guard 
deployment, and safety measures;
•    Billions in Small Business 
Administration forgivable loans 
and grants to assist New York’s 
2.2 million small businesses and 
tens of thousands of non-profits, 
including religious-affiliated en-
tities;
•    $7.5 billion to state and local 
government’s coronavirus relief 
efforts:
•    $5.1 billion for New York State;
•    $1.4 billion for New York City; 
and
•    At least $2 billion for New 
York’s elementary, secondary, and 
post-secondary schools;
•    $45 million for New York to 
support state and local police 
departments to purchase PPE and 
medical items;
•    $192 million in Emergency 
Solutions Grants for New York to 
support families and individuals 
experiencing homelessness;
•    $15 million for senior nutri-
tion programs to provide home-
delivered and pre-packaged meals 
to low-incoming seniors in New 
York; and
•    $3.8 billion for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority.
     The CARES Act passed the 
Senate on Wednesday and was 
signed into law by the President 
after it passed the House.

QBP Lee on Potus’ Doubt About 
High Need For Ventilators

     Acting Queens Borough 
President Sharon Lee stated the 
following in response to questions 
about the comment made by the 
President of the United States 
about the need for ventilators:
     “Just how many deaths must 
we suffer for you to believe us, Mr. 
President?” said LEE. “Queens 
would like to know. Life and death 
is not a matter for negotiation. 
This is a race against time.”
     “Frontline workers and medical 
professionals are moving moun-
tains around the clock with ex-

traordinary acts of heroism, using 
all tools and resources available to 
save each and every single life.”
     NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst is currently at the center 
of the rapidly-developing public 
health crisis, and currently the 
top priority of the NYC Health + 
Hospitals system. Queens hospi-
tals are experiencing a distress-
ing surge of COVID-19 patients 
in recent days, where frontline 
workers and medical professionals 
are heroically working around the 
clock to save precious lives.

AG James Donates 33,000 Gloves and 1,700 Protective 
Masks to NYS Office of Emergency Management to 

Help Coronavirus Response Efforts

AG James Donates 33,000 
Gloves and 1,700 Protective 
Masks to NYS Office of Emer-
gency Management to Help 
Coronavirus Response Efforts

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James recently announced 
that the Office of the Attorney 
General has donated 33,000 gloves 
and 1,700 protective masks to the 
New York State Office of Emer-
gency Management, to assist ef-
forts to bolster the state’s response 
to the coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19). With New York 
recently established as the epi-

center of COVID-19 in the United 
States, healthcare professionals 
within the state face a shortage 
of personal protective equipment 
(PPE), putting them at a high risk 
of exposure to the virus.
     “First responders have once 
again demonstrated leadership 
and bravery in trying times, con-
tinuing to put their own wellbeing 
on the line for the sake of others,” 
said Attorney General James. “We 
cannot allow our doctors, nurses, 
and other medical professionals 
to become patients themselves. 
That’s why we must move heaven 
and earth to protect them and 
keep them safe, so that they return 
home safe to their loved ones. I 
thank Governor Cuomo for his 
leadership during these trying 
times and for fighting every day 
for the best interests of New York-
ers. May God be with them all, 
always.”
     “New York is fighting a war 
against this virus and we need all 
the help we can get,” said Gover-
nor Cuomo. “The generosity of 
the companies, organizations and 

individuals — and many others 
coming forward every day to of-
fer support — will play a critical 
role in our mission to bolster our 
hospital surge capacity, support 
frontline workers and get people 
the help they need. On behalf of 
the family of New York, I am 
deeply grateful for their gener-
osity. We will get through this 
difficult time together, with the 
kindness, strength and tenacity 
that New York is known for.”
     The donation includes 1,700 
protective masks, 12,900 non 
latex-nitrile gloves, and 20,800 
latex gloves. The PPE has been 
warehoused in the care of the Of-
fice of Attorney General.
     Both New York and the United 
States are experiencing a short-
age of protective masks. The U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services has estimated that if the 
COVID-19 pandemic lasts a year, 
healthcare providers and patients 
will require 3.5 billion protective 
masks. The U.S. currently has 
roughly 12 million protective 
masks in its national stockpile.

AG James Warns New Yorkers About 
Scams Related to Federal Relief for 

COVID-19
     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James has issued an alert 
to New Yorkers to warn them 
about potential scams related to the 
federal stimulus package passed 
by Congress to provide economic 
relief during the coronavirus dis-
ease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak. 
The Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral (OAG) has received reports 
of scammers attempting to steal 
personal and financial information 
by using the news that the federal 
government will send payments to 
people across the country as part of 
the economic relief efforts.
     “Scammers have been using a 
variety of tools to take advantage 
of this crisis and steal from New 
Yorkers,” said Attorney General 
James. “The latest example in-
volves scammers pretending to 
be from the federal government 
and preying on individuals who 
desperately need financial sup-
port right now. I remind all New 
Yorkers to be vigilant and take 
precautions to ensure they do not 
fall victim to these harmful and 
heartless scams.” 
     Attorney General James released 
the following tips for New Yorkers 
to protect themselves from these 

scams:
•    Never give your personal 
information or financial informa-
tion out to someone unless you are 
absolutely sure who they are.
•    Be alert: scammers may use 
emails, texts, or webpages that 
look like they are from the federal 
government. If someone claims 
to be from the government with a 
check for you, it may be a phish-
ing scam that is illegally trying to 
obtain your bank account or other 
personal information.
•    If you are eligible for a pay-
ment, you will receive a payment 
directly from the IRS. Do not pay 
anyone who promises that they can 
expedite or obtain a payment or a 
loan for you. If you are eligible for 
relief, you will not need to make 
any up-front payment or pay any 
fee to receive a stimulus payment. 
You will not be charged any “pro-
cessing fees.”
•    Never open attachments or links 
sent from anyone who claims to be 
from the government. Do not reply 
and delete the message right away.   
     If you believe you have been a 
victim of a scam, please contact the 
Office of the Attorney General and 
file a complaint.

about-coronavirus?slide=8
2.   https://www.who.int/emer-
gencies/diseases/novel-corona-
virus-2019/advice-for-public/
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3.   https://www.nbcnews.com/
news/nbcblk/coronavirus-out-
break-revives-dangerous-race-
myths-pseudoscience-n1162326
4.   https://www.livescience.com/
coronavirus-myths.htm
5.   https://www.hopkinsmedi-
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cine.org/health/conditions-and-
diseases/coronavirus/2019-novel-
coronavirus-myth-versus-fact
6.   https://www.medicalnews-
today.com/articles/coronavirus-
myths-explored
7.   https://www.cnet.com/news/
coronavirus-health-myths-fact-
checked/
8.   https://www.governor.ny.gov/
news/no-2028-continuing-tem-
porary-suspension-and-modi-
fication-laws-relating-disaster-
emergency

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) congratulates Professor 
Frank Wu for being named as the 
new President of Queens College.
     “I have known Frank Wu for 
several years and I am honored 
to congratulate him as we enter 
this new and exciting chapter 
for Queens College,” said Meng. 
“Queens College does extraordi-
nary work in preparing students 
for their futures. It continues to be 
a beacon of higher education, and  

I am confident that under Frank 
Wu’s leadership, the institution’s 
success will soar even higher. I 
am also pleased to congratulate 
Professor Wu for making his-
tory by becoming the first Asian 
American President of Queens 
College. I wish him nothing 
but the best, and look forward 
to working with him in his new 
capacity.”
     Queens College is located in 
Meng’s congressional district.

Meng Congratulates Frank Wu on  
Becoming New President of  

Queens College

Mail delivery delayed due to 
coronavirus

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-

Queens) announced today that 
she is working with the U.S. 
Postal Service to get mail delivery 
restarted in the Queens commu-

nities of Ridgewood, Maspeth, 
Glendale and Middle Village. For 

Meng Working to Ensure Resumption of Mail Service in 
Ridgewood, Maspeth, Glendale and Middle Village 
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Statement from the Independent Drivers Guild on 
the Death of Queens Uber Driver Anil Subba

     “We are deeply saddened 
by the loss of Anil Subba and 
send our condolences to his 
family who depended on him 
and could not even be with 
him in his final days due to 
this cruel virus,” said IDG 
spokeswoman Moira Muntz. 
“Poor federal screening and 
quarantine procedures at the 
airports put Uber, Lyft, and 
taxi drivers at unnecessary 
risk. The government was 
telling returning travelers 
to go home and self-quaran-
tine but wasn’t providing a 
safe way to get them home. 

Where were the quaran-
tine shuttles with drivers in 
protective gear like we saw 
transporting cruise ship 
passengers? The govern-
ment and the app companies 
must step up and do better by 
these hardworking men and 
women and deliver emer-
gency compensation.”
     The Independent Driv-
ers Guild is a Machinists 
Union affiliate which rep-
resents and advocates for 
more than 200,000 for-hire 
vehicle drivers in NY, NJ 
and Connecticut, including 

more than 80,000 Uber driv-
ers in New York City alone. 
We are Uber, Lyft, and Via 
drivers united for a more 
fair industry. The IDG has 
been fighting for the ride-
hail apps to make it easier 
for sick drivers and those 
at high risk of death from 
COVID-19 to get sick pay to 
stay home. The IDG has also 
advocated for the govern-
ment to provide emergency 
compensation for ride-hail 
drivers and gig workers to 
recoup lost earnings due to 
the pandemic.

Congressman Espaillat and Comptroller Stringer: 
Urgent Action Needed to Protect New York City’s 
Child Care Workforce Amid COVID-19 Pandemic
     U.S. Representative 
Adr iano Espai l lat  and 
New York City Comptrol-
ler Scott M. Stringer sent 
a joint letter calling on the 
New York City Administra-
tion for Children’s Services 
(ACS) to take immediate 
steps to ensure protections 
for New York City’s child 
care workforce amid the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  The 
letter outlines concerns 
for this critical workforce 
as child care programs 
remain open for business 
during this pandemic, pro-
viding care to the children 
of health care professionals 
and other frontline work-
ers.
     Congressman Espaillat 
and Comptroller Stringer 
called for resources to en-
sure programs can safely 
remain open while mitigat-
ing the long-term economic 
impacts of this crisis on 
child care programs, in-
cluding the thousands of 
family child care providers 
whose small businesses are 
vital to the city’s economy 
and families across the 
boroughs. To that end, the 
Congressmember and the 
Comptroller urged the state 
and local levels of govern-
ment to provide additional 
resources, f lexibility, and 
protections to prevent per-
manent program closures 
and safeguard this essential 
workforce.
     “Under normal circum-
stances, on a daily basis, 
child care workers are es-
sential to our daily lives, 
while supporting families 
and caring for youth,” said 
Congressman Adriano Es-
paillat (NY-13). “Amid this 
emergency public health 
crisis, child care workers 
across New York City con-
tinue to provide care to the 
children of health care pro-
fessionals, first respond-
ers, and other frontline 
workers. Their assistance 
to continue to provide care 
and services during this 
pandemic should never be 
taken for granted. They 
need our help today, now 
more than ever, and we 
must ensure these work-
ers have the support and 

resources available to them 
in order to recover quickly 
during this time of greatest 
need.”
     “Child care workers are 
the unsung heroes of our 
city every day, and espe-
cially during this crisis as 
they look after children of 
health care professionals, 
first responders, and other 
frontline workers,” said 
New York City Comptroller 
Scott M. Stringer. “They 
are a critical piece of our 
effort to flatten the curve 
of this pandemic and must 
be supported as such. We 
need local government 
to secure the necessary 
funding to protect these es-
sential workers – by waiv-
ing restrictive regulations 
and providing f inancial 
support, priority access 
to testing, food, cleaning 
supplies and more. Child 
care workers are stepping 
up in this challenging time 
to serve their communities, 
and it is our duty to safe-
guard their health, safety, 
and economic security in 
return.”
     Congressman Espaillat 
and Comptroller Stringer 
outlined the following pro-
posals:
     Pay for enrollment
     Commit to keeping 
publicly-funded programs 
whole by providing reim-
bursement for all children’s 
absences and any program 
closures due to COVID-19. 
Should family co-payments 
for subsidized care be tem-
porarily waived, as this 
crisis also warrants, re-
imbursements must be in-
creased so providers do not 
have to bear those costs.
     Connect essential em-
ployees to available slots
Set up a streamlined pro-
cess for essential employ-
ees such as health care, 
transit, and grocery work-
ers to connect with child 
care providers, including 
family child care provid-
ers, with available slots. 
Similarly, ensure an acces-
sible, multilingual system 
is in place for providers to 
report openings to relevant 
entities.
     Provide access to treat-

ment and testing
     Child care programs 
are now formally essential 
businesses and as such, 
the child care workforce, 
along with other frontline 
workers, should have pri-
ority access to testing for 
COVID-19 and any needed 
treatment, with no addi-
tional expenses incumbent 
on the child care provider.
     Distribute cleaning sup-
plies and food
Cleaning suppl ies,  in-
cluding sanitizing wipes, 
hand sanitizer, bleach, and 
gloves, should be delivered 
to or otherwise distributed 
and made available to child 
care programs at no cost 
so providers can maintain 
adequate sanitation and 
hygiene in their facilities.
     Ensure clear commu-
nication
Provide clear points of 
contact at ACS to manage 
questions and offer guid-
ance related to COVID-19.
     Offer financial support 
for extended hours
Many of the city’s frontline 
service workers are toiling 
around the clock to ensure 
New Yorkers who test posi-
tive for COVID-19 have ac-
cess to treatment and need 
access to child care during 
“non-traditional” hours 
such as nights and week-
ends.  ACS should consider 
increasing the differential 
payment rate to at least 15 
percent to ensure adequate 
financial compensation for 
providers now offering ex-
tended and non-traditional 
hours of care.
     Increase reimbursement 
rates
     Additional compensation 
should be provided to child 
care providers who offer 
subsidized care and remain 
open during this crisis. 
Should the federal, state, 
and local government not 
otherwise make provisions 
for hazard pay for essential 
service workers, child care 
reimbursement rates should 
be increased across the 
board for the duration of 
the state of emergency.
      Open up access to small 

Johns Hopkins Hospital’s Covid-19 (Coronavirus) 
Information to Stay Safe

     The virus is not a liv-
ing organism, but a protein 
molecule (DNA) covered 
by a protective layer of lipid 
(fat), which, when absorbed 
by the cells of the ocular, 
nasal or buccal mucosa, 
changes their genetic code.  
(mutation) and convert them 
into aggressor and multiplier 
cells.
     Since the virus is not a liv-
ing organism but a protein 
molecule, it is not killed, 
but decays on its own.  The 
disintegration time depends 
on the temperature, humid-
ity and type of material 
where it lies.
     The virus is very fragile;  
the only thing that protects 
it is a thin outer layer of fat.  
That is why any soap or 
detergent is the best remedy, 
because the foam CUTS 
the FAT (that is why you 
have to rub so much: for 20 
seconds or more, to make a 
lot of foam).  
     By dissolving the fat 
layer, the protein molecule 
disperses and breaks down 
on its own.
     HEAT melts fat;  this 
is why it is so good to use 
water above 25 degrees 
Celsius for washing hands, 
clothes and everything. In 
addition, hot water makes 
more foam and that makes 
it even more useful.
     Alcohol or any mixture 
with alcohol over 65% DIS-
SOLVES ANY FAT, espe-

cially the external lipid layer 
of the virus.
     Any mix with 1 part 
bleach and 5 parts water 
directly dissolves the pro-
tein, breaks it down from 
the inside.
     Oxygenated water helps 
long after soap, alcohol and 
chlorine, because peroxide 
dissolves the virus protein, 
but you have to use it pure 
and it hurts your skin.
     NO BACTERICIDE OR 
ANTIBIOTIC SERVES.  
The virus is not a living 
organism like bacteria;  an-
tibodies cannot kill what is 
not alive. 
     NEVER shake used or 
unused clothing, sheets or 
cloth.  While it is glued to 
a porous surface, it is very 
inert and disintegrates only 
-between 3 hours (fabric and 
porous), 
-4 hours (copper and wood)
-24 hours (cardboard),
- 42 hours (metal) and
-72 hours (plastic).  
     But if you shake it or use 
a feather duster, the virus 
molecules float in the air for 
up to 3 hours, and can lodge 
in your nose.
     The virus molecules re-
main very stable in external 
cold, or artificial as air con-
ditioners in houses and cars.  
     They also need moisture 
to stay stable, and especially 
darkness.  Therefore, de-
humidified, dry, warm and 
bright environments will 

degrade it faster.
     UV LIGHT on any object 
that may contain it breaks 
down the virus protein.  For 
example, to disinfect and 
reuse a mask is perfect.  Be 
careful, it also breaks down 
collagen (which is protein) 
in the skin.
     The virus CANNOT go 
through healthy skin.
     Vinegar is NOT useful 
because it does not break 
down the protective layer 
of fat.
     NO SPIRITS, NOR 
VODKA, serve.  The stron-
gest vodka is 40% alcohol, 
and you need 65%.
     LISTERINE IF IT 
SERVES!  It is 65% alcohol.
     The more confined the 
space, the more concentra-
tion of the virus there can be.  
The more open or naturally 
ventilated, the less.
     You have to wash your 
hands before and af ter 
touchingm mucosa, food, 
locks, knobs, switches, re-
mote control, cell phone, 
watches, computers, desks, 
TV, etc.  And when using the 
bathroom.
     You have to HUMIDIFY 
HANDS DRY from so much 
washing them, because the 
molecules can hide in the 
micro cracks.  The thicker 
the moisturizer, the better.  
     Also keep your NAILS 
SHORT so that the virus 
does not hide there.

 Johns Hopkins Hospital

     OEM spokesman Omar 
Bourne told CNN that the 
plan is to build a 350-bed 
medical facility at the loca-
tion.
     “The site is likely to be 
non-Covid patients, and 
we will evaluate based on 
need,” he said.
     Bourne said he had “no 
word on when work could 
begin.”
     The Bille Jean King Na-
tional Tennis Center is one 
of the world’s largest public 
tennis facilities and is home 
to Arthur Ashe Stadium, 
Louis Armstrong Stadium 
and a number of smaller 
tennis courts.
     The U.S. Open, scheduled 
for late August, is still on.
     The tennis center’s 
transformation comes as 
New York state and city 
have scrambled in recent 

weeks to rapidly expand 
its ability to care for an 
incoming surge in patients 
with coronavirus. A grassy 
meadow in Central Park 
was transformed into a 
makeshift hospital and a 
Navy hospital ship arrived 
in New York Harbor to 
further expand the number 
of available hospital beds.
     New York is the current 
epicenter of the American 
coronavirus pandemic and 
leads the nation in cases 
and deaths. Gov. Andrew 
Cuomo has emphasized a 
two-pronged solution to 
the coronavirus outbreak: 
increase the ability to care 
for those who get sick and 
cut down on the spread of 
new cases to a manageable 
level.
     Like with the Navy ship 
USNS Comfort, turning 
the National Tennis Center 
into a makeshift hospital for 

non-coronavirus patients 
would help free bed space 
in major hospitals to care 
for infected people.
     As of Monday, 1,218 
people have died from coro-
navirus in New York state, 
the epicenter of the corona-
virus pandemic, an increase 
from the 965 deaths on 
Sunday, Cuomo said. In all, 
about 66,500 people have 
tested positive for corona-
virus, over 9,500 people 
are currently hospitalized 
and 2,352 of them are being 
treated in the intensive care 
unit, he said.
     The rate of daily in-
creases did appear to slow 
a bit in the last seven days. 
An analysis of CNN’s count 
shows that the state’s aver-
age rate of day-over-day 
increase for the last seven 
days was 17% – compared 
to 58% for the previous 
seven-day period.

US Open Tennis Complex to be 
Used as Makeshift Hospital

nearly a week, many resi-
dents of these communities 
have not received their mail.  
According to a report, an 
employee at the Ridgewood 

Post Office tested positive 
for the coronavirus and 
workers have been con-
cerned about safety issues. 
     “Our postal workers are 
among the essential employ-
ees who are making huge 

sacrifices to help our neigh-
borhoods get through this 
crisis,” said Meng. “Every 
single precaution must be 
taken to protect their health 

Meng Working to Ensure Resumption of Mail 
Service in Ridgewood, Maspeth, Glendale and 

Middle Village

(Continued on page 11)
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QUEENS PROPERTY AND 
ASSOCIATES, LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
12/31/19, with an existence 
date of 01/01/2020. Office: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 10549 88th St reet , 
O zone  Pa r k ,  N Y  11417. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
2/27/3/5,12,19,26&4/2/2020

FB Green Acres LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 7/23/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 52-55 
74th Street, Elmhurst, NY 
11373. General  Purpose. 
2/27/3/5,12,19,26&4/2/2020

110-14 15th AVE LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 08/03/18. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against i t 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 110-32A 15th Avenue, 
College Point, NY 11356. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
2/27/3/5,12,19,26&4/2/2020

Notice of Formation of XU 
PARENT HUB, LLC Ar ts. 
of Org. f iled with Secy. of 
S t a te  o f  NY (SSNY )  on 
02/07/20. Of f ice locat ion: 
Q ueens  C ount y.   SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved.  SSNY 
shall mail process to Jia-
Shu Xu, 112-15 Nor thern 
Blvd., #2, Corona, NY 11368. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

F B  F i f t h  Av e  B r o o k l y n 
LLC,  A r t s  o f  O r g .  f i l e d 
with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY )  7/23 /2019.  C t y : 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 52-55 
74th Street, Elmhurst, NY 
11373. General Purpose. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
F O R  A U T H O R I T Y  O F 
FOREIGN LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY Notice of Qual. of 
Faith Group, LLC. Fictitious 
name: Faith Group Consulting, 
LLC. App. for Authority filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of NY (“SSNY”) on 2/7/2020. 
LLC formed in MO on 1/6/04. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County.  SSNY desig.  as 
agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY mail process 
to 3101 S. Hanley Road, St. 
Louis, MO 63143.Cer t. of 
Form. on file: MO SOS, John 
R. Ashcroft, 600 West Main 
St., Jefferson City, MO 65101.  
Purpose: any lawful business. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
REELHUB ENTERPRISES 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/30/2019. Office location: 
Queens Count y.   SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 119-15 180th 
Street, Jamaica, NY 11432. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

VMS Investor LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2/20/2020. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 150-28 
99TH Pl., Ozone Park, NY 
11417.  Genera l  Purpose. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

Tiger Estate Capital LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2/19/2020. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 30-23 
32ND St., Apt 2R, Astoria, 
NY 11102. General Purpose. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

43-15 Broadway LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2/5/2020. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 7001 Ditmars 
Blvd., E. Elmhurst, NY 11370-
1032 .  Genera l  Pur pose. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

O.M.T. Holdings, L.L.C., Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2 /19/2020. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 25629 Union 
Tpke., Ste. 40100, Glen Oaks, 
NY 11004. General Purpose. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

2325 36th St., LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 1/31/2020. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 3704 
2 3 r d  Av e ,  A s t o r i a ,  N Y 
11105. General  Purpose. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

8808 Justice Ave Holding 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
2 /10/2020. Cty:  Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
w h o m  p r o c e s s  a g a i n s t 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Jiashu Xu, 112-15 
Northern Blvd., #2, Corona, 
NY 11368. General Purpose. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

304 E. 92nd St., LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2/4/2020. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against may 
be served & shall mail process 
to 143-43 226th St., Laurelton, 
NY 11413. General Purpose. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

BRADY & BADER LLP Notice 
of Registration f i led  with 
NY Sec. of State (SSNY) 
1/23/2020.Of f ice located 
in Queens County. SSNY 
is designated as agent of 
LLP whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to 156-36 CrossBay 
Blvd., Howard Beach, NY  
11414, which is  a lso the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: To Practice Law. 
3/12,19,26,4/2,9&16/2020

ADMINISTRATION 
CITATION Fi le No. 2019 -
4525 SURROGATE’S COURT 
QUEENS COUNTY CITATION 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK, By the Grace 
of God Free and Independent, 
TO: To the heirs at law, next 
of k in, and distr ibutes of 
ANGELA KIRTON deceased, 
if living, and if any of them be 
dead to the heirs at law, next 
of kin, distributes, legatees, 
executors, administrators, 
assignees and successors 
in interest  whose names 
are unknown and cannot be 
ascertained after due diligence 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR OF 
QUEENS COUNTY SATINA 
R O B I N S O N  P AT R I C I A 
ROBINSON A petition having 
been duly filed by Sherri W. 
McManus, Vice President 
Loan  D oc ument a t i on  o f 
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A., 
a corporation organized and 
existing under the laws of the 
United States of America, who 
is domiciled at 3476 Stateview 
Boulevard, Fort Mill, SC 29715; 
YOU ARE HEREBY CITED 
TO SHOW CAUSE before the 
Surrogate’s Court, Queens 
County, at 88-11 Sutphin Blvd., 
Jamaica, NY 11435 on April 16, 
2020 at 9:30 o’clock in the fore 
noon of that day, why a decree 
should not be made in the 
estate of ANGELA KIRTON 
lately domiciled at 138-30 
230th Street, Laurelton, New 
York 11413, in the County of 
Queens, State of New York, 
granting Letters of Limited 
Administration upon the estate 
of the decedent to Satina 
Robinson, Patricia Robinson, 
or any eligible distributee, or 
upon their failure to qualify, 
to the Public Administrator 
of Queens County, and if 
permitted to renounce then 
to the Petitioner’s nominee 
Oscar  Pr ieto,  upon du ly 
qualifying, or to such other 
person or persons have a 
prior right as maybe entitled 
thereto and that the authority 
of the representative under the 
foregoing letters be limited to 
accepting service of process 
on behalf of the estate of the 
Decedent in a foreclosure 
action on a f irst mortgage 
dated November 19, 2009 and 
recorded in the Office of the 
City Register of the City of New 
York at CRFN 2009000409308 
on December 14, 2009 in the 
amount of $422,160.00 on 
the Decedent’s real property 
located at 138-30 230th Street, 
Laurelton, NY 11413. HON. 
PETER KELLY, SURROGATE 
James Lim Becker, Chief Clerk 
Dated, Attested and Sealed, 
February 26, 2020. Name of 
Attorney for Petitioner: Gross 
Polowy, LLC Tel. No. (716) 
204-1700 Address of Attorney: 
900 Merchants Concourse, 
Suite 201, Westbury, NY 11590 
Note: This citation is served 
upon you as required by law. 
You are not required to appear. 
If you fail to appear it will be 
assumed you do not object to 
the relief requested. You have 
a right to have an attorney-
at-law appear for you. 68637.  
3/12,19,26&/4/02/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
ASTARTEA CONSULTING 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 02/06/2020. Office location: 
Queens Count y.   SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 39-10 49TH Street, 
Apt 2, Sunnyside, NY 11104. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/12,19,26,4/2,9&16/2020

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
HOPSKIPANDSE AS LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/27/2020. Office location: 
Queens  Count y.   SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 88-12 102 
Road, Ozone Park, NY 11416. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/12,19,26,4/2,9&16/2020

YOU YONG LLC. Ar ts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
06/27/19. Of f ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
w h o m  p r o c e s s  a g a i n s t 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 163 -53 20th 
Ave, Whitestone, NY 11357. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

Luminous Management LLC 
filed Arts. of Org. with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/21/20. County: Queens. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served and shall mail process 
to: c/o Louis J. Ruggiero, Esq., 
35-07 90th St, Jackson Heights, 
NY 11372. Purpose: any lawful 
act. 3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
OSHA4US LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/05/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 84-23 55th 
Road, Elmhurst, NY 11373. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of LORIS 
DIGITAL LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/09/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
42-55 Colden St., Apt. #10-P, 
Flushing, NY 11355-3943. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of P AND 
B HOMES, LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/10/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to 186-10 Hilburn Avenue, 
Saint  A lbans,  NY 11412. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020

ROC BEACH LLC. Arts. of 
Org. f iled with the SSNY on 
01/29/20. Of f ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  i t 
may be served. SSNY shall 
ma i l  c opy  o f  p roc ess  to 
the LLC, 115-10 Rockaway 
B e a c h  B l v d ,  R o c k a w ay 
Park, NY 11694. Purpose: 
A n y  l a w f u l  p u r p o s e . 
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of Formation of KIM 
CPA, PLLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/06/2019. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
28-10 Jackson Avenue, #8S, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of Homeb 
Management, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
SSNY on 1/13/2020. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC to 
50 - 09 38th Street, FL 2, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

EL AMANECER MULTISERVICE, 
LLC. Filed with SSNY on 
01/21/2020. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as agent 
for process and shall mail copy 
to: 9028 80 Street, Woodhaven 
NY 11421. Purpose: Any lawful. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

Cle Logistics LLC Arts of Org. 
f i led SSNY 3/5/20. Of f ice: 
Queens Co. SSNY design 
agent for process & shall mail 
to Legalinc Corporate Srvcs Inc. 
1967 Wehrle Dr #1-086 Buffalo, 
NY 14221 General Purpose. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
CO LLECTIVE A RT NYC 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York SSNY on 
1/27/2020. Office located in 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated for service 
o f  p roc ess .  SSNY sha l l 
mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC to 
89 -47 Vanderveer Street, 
Queens Village, NY 11427. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

(Continued from page 10)
business support
     Connect child care pro-
viders to small business 
relief and other funding op-
portunities as they become 
available. To the extent 
possible, the State and City 
should ensure eligibility 
requirements are not bar-
riers for or unnecessarily 
exclude the thousands of 
child care providers in New 
York City who are self-
employed. These providers 
must also have access to 
unemployment insurance.

Congressman 
Espaillat and 
Comptroller 

Stringer:  
Urgent Action 

Needed . . . 

(Continued from page 10)

and safety, and the safety 
of the public. My office 
has spoken with the Postal 
Service’s area manager who 
works with the Ridgewood 
Post Office. They say they 
are aware of the need to 
deliver people’s mail, and 
know how vital it is to en-
sure that postal workers 
feel that they are protected. 
Officials are working on a 
solution. As mail service 
resumes, they will prioritize 
the delivery of important 
pieces of mail that constitu-
ents need, and for which 
they have been patiently 
waiting. We will continue 
to work with the Postal 
Service until residents once 
again receive their mail and 
of course, constituents can 
always feel free to reach out 
to my office. I also want to 
thank Councilman Holden 
for raising this issue as 
well.”
     Meng’s office is work-
ing remotely but continuing 
to serve constituents, and 
staff members are still eas-
ily accessible by phone or 
email at 718-358-MENG 
or NY06casework@mail.
house.gov.

Meng  
Working to  

Ensure  
Resumption of 
Mail Service 

QUEENS 

TIMES
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Queens Historical Society Offers 
Online Workshops During  

COVID-19 Crisis

     The Queens Historical Society 
is temporarily closed, but the 
Flushing-based nonprofit is pro-
moting education via online events 
-- craft projects, talks, children’s 
activities -- during these difficult 
weeks.
     Starting on March 30, inter-
net users can sign up for QHS’s 
Digital Visit Tickets through 
Google Hangouts. After register-
ing, they’ll receive an email with a 
link to a video during which Edu-
cation & Outreach Coordinator 
Jeran Halfpap explains the situa-
tion. (At times, his face minimizes 
so viewers can see the workshop 
materials on his laptop screen in 
real time.)
     Right now, Halfpap narrates 
two workshops geared toward 

students, teachers, parents, and 
the generally curious.
In “Census 2020: Backwards 
and Beyond,” participants use 
old Census records to see how 
demographics change over time. 
Working in groups or individually, 
they can look at specific Queens 
families and/or communities.
     Meanwhile, “Colonial Toys and 
Games” provides instructions so 
modern day youngsters can enjoy 
the same activities that children 
did in the 19th century.
     QHS is currently developing 
workshops on “The Underground 
Railroad” and “Native American 
Archeology.”
For more information, send an 
email to info@queenshistorical-
society.org.


