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Congressman Suozzi And I AM PAC
Endorses Eric Adams For Mayor

Italian Americans Seek Equal Treatment Under Federal Law
Federal Civil Rights Lawsuit was filed against Mayor
James F. Kenney and the City of Philadelphia; the
Plaintiffs are The Conference Of Presidents Of Major Italian American Organizations, Philadelphia Councilmember
Mark F. Squilla, and The 1492 Society, and the Suit has been
filed in the United States District Court, Eastern District of
Pennsylvania.
On January 27, 2021, Mayor Kenney by “Executive Order”
No. 2-21 unilaterally canceled “Columbus Day” as a holiday
in Philadelphia, and replaced it with “Indigenous Peoples
Day.” No notice was given to the other branches of the
Philadelphia Government which had a right to designate
holidays, no input from the public was requested or allowed
for, and no deference was given to State Statue (44 P.S Section32) declaring “Columbus Day” as an official statewide
holiday, all in violation of the Philadelphia Home Rule
Charter. More importantly, Mayor Kenney’s Executive
Order is the latest in a long pattern of discrimination
against the Italian American Community in Philadelphia
(including the toppling in the middle of the night of the Rizzo
Statue and the boxing up the Columbus Statue in Marconi
Plaza), and violates the U.S. Constitution’s guarantee of
“Equal Protection” against governmental discrimination.
Basil Russo, the President of the Conference of Presidents
(Continued on page 3)

New York State Comptroller Thomas
DiNapoli Endorses City Council
Candidate Debra Markell (CD-23)

New York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli announced
his endorsement for City Council candidate Debra Markell
for the June 22 Democratic primary. DiNapoli’s endorsement
is vital at a time when the state and city face challenges in
recovering from a pandemic. See story on page 2.

Mayoral Candidate Brooklyn BP Eric Adams is pictured receiving endorsements from U.S.
Rep. Tom Suozzi and the Italian American PAC (I AM PAC) in front of Tony’s Beechhurst
Deli in Whitestone. Pictured endorsing Adams for mayor is (r to l) I AM PAC Pres. James
C. Lisa, Emilo Polito owner of Tony’s Beechhurst Deli, Congressman Tom Suozzi, I AM
PAC VP Robert Fonti, I AM PAC Board Members Dr. Joseph Scelsa, founder of the Italian
Museum and Joseph DiPietro, President of the Federation of Italian American Organizations
in Queens. Photo by Stefano Santoro. See story on page 2.

Corona Community Honors Those Lost
During COVID-19 Pandemic

Councilman Francisco Moya hosts a Tree of Hope event honoring members of the Corona
community who were lost during the COVID-19 pandemic. See story on page 2.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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New York State Comptroller Thomas DiNapoli Endorses
City Council Candidate Debra Markell (CD-23)
(Continued from page 1)
“Debra has been a fierce
advocate for her community for
more years than I can count. Her
passion and commitment for New
York City, and her record of getting
things done for Queens are exactly
the kind of traits we need in City
Hall to get us back on track. She’s
a leader amongst her peers who
will keep a keen eye on our city’s
finances and because of that she’s
got my full support.” Said DiNapoli
on his endorsement.

“Having the support of my friend
Tom DiNapoli is truly humbling.
When I look ahead at the challenges facing our city, it is evident
that experience is crucial so we can
come back stronger. I’m honored
and privileged to have Comptroller DiNapoli’s support. I am truly
ecstatic.” Markell said in response
to DiNapoli’s endorsement.
Following DiNapoli’s endorsement, Markell has received endorsements from local, statewide,
and federal elected officials. So far
US Congressman Tom Suozzi, For-

mer US Congressman Steve Israel,
NYS Assemblywoman Catherine
Nolan, NYS Assemblyman Chuck
Lavine, NYC Councilman Bob
Holden, Former District Leader
Peter Tu, the Kissena Democratic
Club, and Nassau County Legislator Joshua Lafazan have all pledged
their support behind Markell’s
candidacy. CD-23 represents Bayside Hills, Bellerose, Douglaston,
Floral Park, Fresh Meadows, Glen
Oaks, Hollis, Hollis Hills, Holliswood, Little Neck, New Hyde Park,
Oakland Gardens, Queens Village.

Corona Community Honors Those Lost During
COVID-19 Pandemic
(Continued from page 1)
In an effort to rise the spirits
of the community of Corona, that
was ravaged by the COVID-19
pandemic, a Tree of Hope was
installed at Pfc. William F. Moore
USMC Park over the holiday
weekend where Councilman Francisco Moya organized a special
ceremony honoring those who
were lost and effected by COVID
over the last year.
Families wrote messages and
the names of their loved ones that
were placed on the tree, designed
by Yessenia Calle in partnership
with the Ecuadorian Civic Committee of New York.
“This past year battling COVID-19 has been very difficult for
the families at the epicenter of this
pandemic,” Moya said. “The loved
ones we lost will forever live on in

our hearts and memories, and with
this Tree of Hope we are honoring
them while uplifting the spirits of
this community.”
Pastor Theresa Dudley-Gaskin
began the event with an invocation and featured a moving poem
reading by Tyla Hooks. Those
participating in the event included
Oswaldo Guzman, president of
the Ecuadorian Civic Association
of New York; Larinda Hooks,
president of the East Elmhurst
Corona Civic Association; Eric
Cayana, a frontline worker in
Elmhurst Hospital’s emergency
department; Al Perna, president
of the Corona Community Ambulance Corps; and District Leader
Ari Espinal.
“There’s a saying that you can
bloom wherever you’re planted,”
Calle said. “Spring is a symbol
of hope and this Tree of Hope

represents that for this neighborhood where I grew up, to honor
loved ones lost to COVID. I thank
Council member Moya for the opportunity to design these series of
art installations at Pfc. William F.
Moore USMC Park.” The solemn
dedication was held in the heart
of the neighborhood at Joseph
Lisa Memorial Place, 108th Street
and 51st Avenue at the triangular
space.
“William F. Moore Park is a
popular neighborhood gem and
great forum for public expression,
diversity and respite,” NYC Parks
Queens Borough Commissioner
Michael Dockett said. “We’re
pleased to partner with Council
member Moya to provide Corona
and the surrounding communities
with a Tree of Hope that will serve
as a pillar of strength and support
for generations to come.”

Congressman Suozzi And I AM PAC Endorses
Eric Adams For Mayor
(Continued from page 1)
Endorsing Adams for mayor is
I AM PAC President James Lisa,
I AM PAC VP Robert Fonti along
with I AM PAC Ambassador Congressman Tom Suozzi and I AM
PAC Board Members presenting
Eric Adams with an I AM PAC pin
making him an honorary member
of I AM PAC in front of Tony’s
Beechhurst Deli in Whitestone.
At the endorsement ceremony
Adams and U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi
(D-Queens, Long Island), both
hammered home the theme of one
city working together at a press
event in front of the Tony Beechhurst Deli in Whitestone. At the
event, both Suozzi and the Italian
American Political Action Committee endorsed Adams for mayor.
“We’re going to move forward,
but the only way we do that is by
unifying our city, not dividing
our city. It’s not us against them.
It’s not, who’s going to one-up the
other, it is who’s going to come
here together to make sure that
this is a city for all New Yorkers.
Make sure that it’s affordable, and
is safe and that as a government

we are held accountable,” said
Adams.
In introducing and endorsing
Adams, Suozzi also struck the
one city united theme in referencing Adams’ working-class
background and his being a former
New York City Police Captain.
“Adams understands and respects
and admires the police. We hear
this whole thing about Black Lives
Matter versus Blue Lives Matter.
You know what? It’s both. It’s not
one of the two. You can respect
and admire the police department
as Eric did as a former police
officer, but you also could look
for reform to make sure it looks
out for people’s interest to make
sure that it treats people fairly,
you can do both of those things,”
said Suozzi.
Suozzi also pointed out that
Adams, a Bayside High School
graduate, also would come to the
mayor job with years of government experience as both a state
senator and borough president.
“He understands how government
sometimes doesn’t work as well as
it should, or we need to get all the
different pieces of government all

the different silos to work together
to work as one to help little kids
who are trying to get through
school, to help families to help
people to find jobs to help small
businesses work, and to bring
businesses, big businesses back to
New York,” said Suozzi.
At the Suozzi and Italian
American PAC endorsement ceremony gave Adams the chance to
expound on his small business recovery plan. Adams said, “We’re
going to help our small businesses
with loans, back-office help and
tax breaks, so they can keep New
Yorkers employed. We’re going
to suspend this commercial rate
tax for small businesses that
need extra help to survive, such
as bars and restaurants. We got
to eliminate the fees for starting
or restarting a small business,
we’re going to cut the red tape by
eliminating bureaucracy, for small
businesses”.
Additional business plan include creating a warning system
for fines that are not an immediate
health or safety risk and launching
“Tax-free Tuesdays” to support
local businesses.
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State Senator John Liu Endorses Shekar Krishnan
For NYC City Council

Shekar Krishnan
State Senator John Liu (D
-SD11) announced his endorsement of Shekar Krishnan in his
campaign to represent Elmhurst
and Jackson Heights, Queens in
the New York City Council. Liu
identified shared priorities for
Queens’ communities and the
historic opportunity for advancing Asian American and Pacific
Islander representation in New
York. Krishnan would be the first
South Asian New Yorker to hold
City office. Liu formerly served
New York City as Council Member and citywide as Comptroller,
the first Asian American to hold
each of those offices.
“Shekar’s passion for the
Elmhurst and Jackson Heights
community is unmatched and his
record on the issues speaks for
itself,” said Senator Liu. “Candidates like Shekar make history for
the right reasons by winning progress for the people they represent
with bold action and boundless
care, and I’m excited to see him
bring that leadership to the City
Council.”
“I have enormous respect for
John Liu’s dedication to serving Queens and New York City

across two decades of trailblazing
victories for AAPI representation
in our city and state,” said Krishnan “This election is a crucial
opportunity to move our city
forward on the issues that impact
our communities most by fighting for a government that truly
reflects those communities. No
one understands that better than
John, and it’s an honor to have his
support in our campaign.”
Senator Liu joins a growing list
of community leaders and advocacy groups endorsing Shekar for
City Council: Assemblymember
Catalina Cruz; Congresswoman
Nydia Velázquez; State Senator
Julia Salazar; State Senator John
Liu; Councilmember Costa Constantinide; Councilmember Justin
Brannan; Councilmember Carlina
Rivera; Make the Road; United
Federation of Teachers; 1199SEIU;
Community Voices Heard; New
York City Central Labor Council;
SEIU 32BJ; Communications
Workers of America; District 1
District Council 37; Hotel
Trades Council; New York State
Nurses Association; Asian Pacific
American Labor Alliance; AFLCIO; 504 Democratic Club; Jim
Owles Liberal Democratic Club;
Unite Here Local 100; Asian Pacific American Labor Alliance;
AFL-CIO; Cecilia Gentili, trans
advocate; Paula Avila-Guillen,
women’s rights advocate and
community activist; Rhoda Dunn,
Jackson Heights community activist;
Milan Rahman, union leader and
community activist.
About Shekar Krishnan Shekar Krishnan is a community
activist and civil rights lawyer
specializing in fighting housing
discrimination and preventing
community displacement. Shekar
has devoted his career to serving
the most vulnerable communities

in New York City.
Shekar is the co-founder of
Communities Resist, a legal services organization that believes
in a community-rooted, intersectional approach to addressing
housing and racial justice in North
Brooklyn and Queens. He represents tenants and neighborhood
coalitions in fair housing litigation
and anti-displacement advocacy
in some of the most gentrified
neighborhoods in New York City.
Shekar began his legal career with
the landmark Broadway Triangle
fair housing struggle against the
City of New York, a successful
fair housing case challenging the
rezoning of one of the largest plots
of vacant land in Brooklyn.
He co-founded Friends of
Diversity Plaza, a space located
on the border of Elmhurst and
Jackson Heights that has become
a national symbol of how public
space can bring people together.
It now serves a critical function in
neighborhood organizing efforts
and building solidarity across
communities. Shekar was also
a leading advocate for both the
Travers Park expansion and the
34th Avenue Open Street.
Shekar is the son of immigrants
from South India who made
enormous sacrifices and worked
tirelessly to build a life for their
family in this country. After their
arrival in New York, it was 74th
Street in Jackson Heights where
they would come to buy their
groceries and essentials for their
bare apartment. Shekar is also
a father of two small children,
who can often be seen biking or
scooting up and down the open
34th Avenue, and husband to Zoe,
an immigration public defender
and reproductive justice advocate.
For more information on Shekar’s comprehensive platform for
NYC, visit: www.voteshekar.com

Meng, Velázquez, And Espaillat Urge Agriculture
Secretary to Strengthen Future Rounds of Pandemic
Food Security Programs
U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (NY06), Nydia M. Velázquez (NY-07),
and Adriano Espaillat (NY-13)
announced that they sent a letter
urging Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack to take all necessary steps
to ensure future food relief initiatives, like the Farmers to Families
Food Box Program, are equitable
and accessible to all those in need.
The correspondence comes in
response to the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s request for public
comment to potentially replace
the Farmers to Families Food Box
Program with a new program to
distribute additional aid to nonprofits serving Americans who
are facing food insecurity.
USDA noted in its request for
public input, that “[w]hile the food
box effort served some communities well, it faced challenges in
others.” The Members of Congress
in their letter specifically urged
Secretary Vilsack to include the
following recommendations in a
future food relief program that:
1. Ensure transparent communication with all participants of this
program well in advance of any
rule changes;

2. Accept contracts for both
combination boxes, and boxes
that provide only meat, dairy, or
produce; and
3. Ensure vendors have the flexibility to provide excess food supply to those in need, beyond their
geographical jurisdiction.
“Millions of Americans—including tens of thousands of New
Yorkers—struggled to put food
on the table during COVID-19. To
address this issue, Congress created the Farmers to Families Food
Box Program to ensure no family
goes hungry,” said the Congressmembers. “Paved with best intentions, the program was hobbled by
miscommunication with program
participants, restrictions on what
types of food boxes could be
provided, and lack of flexibility
to serve different areas beyond
their geographical jurisdiction. As
USDA considers a new food relief
program, it is imperative that our
recommendations be included to
ensure it serves all communities,
including those who are Kosher
and Halal observant. We look
forward to Secretary Vilsack’s
response.”

“The Families Food Box
Program has been a critical resource to so many New Yorkers
in need over the past year,” said
Kate Mackenzie, Director of the
Mayor’s Office of Food Policy.
“I am grateful to Representatives
Meng, Velazquez, and Espaillat
for their continued advocacy and
commitment to ensure that future
iterations of this program are as
strong and equitable as possible.”
“The potential impact of this
program is significant to our work
of providing fresh, healthy food
to New Yorkers in need,” said
GrowNYC President and CEO
Marcel Van Ooyen. “We hope the
USDA will consider increasing
individual purchasing power for
families hard hit by the COVID-19
pandemic, as well as address the
recommendations presented by
Representatives Meng, Velázquez,
and Espaillat, along with those of
other local stakeholders including
mid-sized farms and non-profit
organizations like GrowNYC.”
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security (CARES)
(Continued on page 4)
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Meng Encourages Houses of Workshop
And Nonprofits in Queens to Apply
For Grants to Guard Against
Threats And Attacks
Congresswoman announces
deadline and funding increase
for federal government’s Nonprofit Security Grant Program;
lawmaker also held workshop
to help houses of worship and
nonprofit organizations in the
borough obtain funding
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens), a member of the House
Appropriations Committee, once
again encouraged houses of worship and nonprofit organizations
in Queens to apply for funding to
improve the safety and security of
their properties.
Meng recently held a virtual
workshop that provided information and assistance on applying for
federal funds under the Nonprofit
Security Grant Program, the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) initiative that provides
synagogues, churches, mosques,
temples and nonprofit institutions such as community centers,
schools and other facilities with
funds to protect their properties
against threats and attacks.
The workshop helped houses
of worship and nonprofits in the
borough learn about the program
and how they can successfully apply for funding for the 2021 fiscal
year. These DHS grants, allocated
through the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA),
cover target-hardening and other
physical security enhancements
and activities such as barriers,
gates, safety gear, surveillance
equipment, and other safety measures.
This year’s deadline to apply
for the grants is April 15. According to Meng, each house of
worship-nonprofit organization
is now eligible for up to $150,000
per year, up from $100,000. Those
that submit applications from
Meng’s congressional district
are encouraged to contact the

Congresswoman’s office for assistance and letters of support. The
phone number for Meng’s office
is 718-358-MENG (6364).
Meng’s workshop also featured
a presentation by the Community
Security Initiative, a joint program of the UJA-Federation of
New York and the Jewish Community Relations Council of New
York (JCRC-NY). A presentation
was also provided by the New
York State Division of Homeland
Security and Emergency Services.
As a member of the House
Appropriations Committee – the
panel that funds all of the federal
government’s agencies, programs,
and projects – Meng announced
in December that she secured
a record breaking $180 million
for the Nonprofit Security Grant
Program for fiscal year 2021. This
boost came after Meng increased
funding to a record $90 million in
fiscal year 2020. The Congresswoman has worked to increase
funding for previous years as well.
“The rise in hate crimes and
attacks have made these grants
more important than ever,” said
Meng. “It is critical for houses
of worship and nonprofit entities
here in Queens and across New
York and the nation take the necessary steps to ensure that their
properties are as safe and secure
as possible, and the Nonprofit Security Grant Program can provide
needed funding to help accomplish that crucial goal. As I have
said, safety and security must
always be the number one priority. Like I did last year, I again
encourage all houses or worship
and high-risk nonprofits to apply
for these important grants.”
In July, Meng announced
that facilities throughout her
congressional district in Queens
received more than $1.7 million
from the Nonprofit Security Grant
Program.

Landmark Civil Rights Lawsuit Filed by
Major Italian American Organizations
in a Show of National Unity
(Continued from page 2)
(consisting of the respective Presidents of major Italian American
organizations throughout the
Country) said: “We as Italian
Americans believe that each and
every ethnic group deserves the
opportunity to celebrate its heritage and historical achievements.
We also believe it is a violation
of the Equal Protection Clause
of the U.S. Constitution to allow
one ethnic group the right to do
so (Indigenous People), while
denying another group the right
to celebrate its heritage (Italian
Americans), as Mayor Kenney
chose to do. This lawsuit, supported by major Italian American
organizations throughout our
Country, is intended to guarantee
ALL ethnic groups the opportunity to celebrate their individual
and distinct heritages and historic
accomplishments in a spirit of
mutual respect.”
Councilmember Mark F.

Squilla added: “Upon learning
that the Columbus Day Holiday
was changed, I immediately
reached out to Mayor Kenney
for an understanding of his decision process, but never received
a response. As a City of immigrants, we need to celebrate all
ethnicities and their contributions
to Philadelphia and our country.
I am disappointed that Mayor
Kenney removed a holiday that
celebrated Italian American heritage, without a process. Indigenous people are deserving of a
day to celebrate their culture and
contributions to the City and nation. However, this change has
created tension between two
immigrant populations, rather
than promoting inclusivity and
citywide reforms that serve all of
our diverse communities that will
encourage unity, not division.”
For further information contact George Bochetto, Esquire
at E-mail: gbochetto@bochettoandlentz.com
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Assemblymembers David I. Weprin And Jeffrion Aubry
Applaud The Passage of The HALT Solitary Law
The legislation, sponsored by
Aubry and moved through committee by Weprin, limits the
inhumane practice in NYS
The Humane Alternatives
to Long-Term (HALT) Solitary
Confinement Act was signed into
law in New York State, enacting
a long-sought-after limit on the
practice following an eight-year
long campaign by members of the
legislature and advocacy organizations.
Sponsored by Assemblymember
Jeffrion Aubry, the legislation was
shepherded out of the Correction
Committee by Assemblymember
David I. Weprin, the chair of the
committee. The State Senate sponsor was Senator Julia Salazar.
“Solitary confinement is inhumane and unfair in any situation.

Today, New York State took a big
step in correcting this injustice,”
said Chair David Weprin. “The
stories of those who have endured
such treatment have been heartbreaking to hear and I am proud
to have played a role in ending
this brutal practice for New York’s
incarcerated individuals and their
families.”
“New York State has put an
end to the inhumane and counterproductive practice of prolonged
solitary confinement”, said Assemblymember Jeffrion Aubry. “I
want to thank Assembly Speaker
Carl Heastie and Senate Majority
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins
for bringing the HALT bill up for
a vote. Solitary confinement has
been established by the United
Nations as a method of torture.
The HALT Act will not eliminate

this practice, but it will regulate
the use of solitary confinement in
a way which we think is conducive
to the long-term betterment of both
those who are incarcerated as well
as the communities they return to.
HALT will improve conditions of
confinement and help create more
humane and effective alternatives
to confinement.”
When the law goes into effect
one year from today, the practice of
solitary confinement will be limited to 15 days and certain vulnerable populations, such as pregnant,
juvenile, or elderly incarcerated
people, will not be placed in confinement at all. HALT Solitary is
an essential component of criminal
justice reform, ending a practice
that has caused damage to the mental health and physical well-being
of incarcerated individuals.

Amid Rise in Anti-Asian-American/Pacific Islander Hate,
Queens Theatre Launches the AAPI Healing Circle in April
Amid the rise in violence
against Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders (AAPI) in the city
and across the country, Queens
Theatre is launching the AAPI
Healing Circle, a series of virtual
spaces open to all individuals who
identify as part of the AAPI community. The AAPI Healing Circle
sessions will be held Tuesdays at
7pm ET from April 13 to May 4.
Hosted by Facilitator and Artist
Christine Toy Johnson (DEI Committee Chair, Dramatists Guild
of America), the AAPI Healing
Circle is a safe and dedicated
space specifically for people who
identify as Asian and/or Pacific
Islander to commune, share responses, ideas, love; celebrate
joy, culture, connectivity, and to
navigate this turbulent moment
in our culture with solidarity and
a sense of community. This is a
chance to have space to talk, listen
to offerings, and breathe together.
The sessions will be held

on April 13, 20, and 27, and
May 4, all at 7pm. All sessions
are free, though registration is
required here or at https://queenstheatre.org/event/aapi-healingcircle/2021-04-13/. Participants
will receive a Zoom link upon
registration.
Christine Toy Johnson is an
award-winning writer, actor,
director and advocate for inclusion. Her written works have been
produced and/or developed by the
Roundabout, Village Theatre,
Barrow Group, Prospect Theatre, Weston Playhouse, O’Neill,
Women’s Theatre Festival, Ars
Nova, CAP 21, Greater Boston
Stage Company, Abingdon Theatre Company, Towne Street Theatre and more and are included in
the Library of Congress’s Asian
Pacific American Performing
Arts Collection (Playwrights
Division). She is an alum of the
BMI Musical Theatre Writing
Workshop, was a 2016 fellow of

The Writers Lab (supported by
Meryl Streep, Nicole Kidman and
Oprah Winfrey), serves on the
Council of the Dramatists Guild
and is host of the Guild’s podcast
Talkback on Broadway Podcast
Network.
As an actor, Toy Johnson has
appeared extensively on Broadway, Off-Broadway, in regional
theatres across the country and
nearly 100 television and film
appearances including recurring
guest star roles on Marvel’s Iron
Fist, Bull, The Americans, You,
Law and Order: SVU and more
and is on “extended intermission” from the North American
tour of COME FROM AWAY.
Co-founding member of AAPAC
(Asian American Performers Action Coalition). Rosetta LeNoire,
JACL, Asian American Arts Alliance, Obie awards for advocacy
in diversity and inclusion. For
details, visit www.christinetoyjohnson.com.

On International Jazz Day on April 30, Flushing Town Hall
Presents LIVE on Stage “Remembering the Past And
Celebrating The Future” With David Ostwald’s
Louis Armstrong Eternity Band
In celebration of International
Jazz Day on April 30, Flushing
Town Hall will present David Ostwald’s Louis Armstrong Eternity
Band performing “Remembering the Past and Celebrating the
Future.”
David Ostwald’s Louis Armstrong Eter nity Band, which
for more than two decades has
performed weekly at Birdland
in Manhattan, will perform live
from Flushing Town Hall’s stage
on Friday, April 30 at 7:00 PM
(ET). The ticketed performance
can be viewed via YouTube.
David Ostwald’s Louis Armstrong Eternity Band is a leading
East Coast protagonist of the
early Jazz music that was born in
New Orleans and became ubiquitous. The concert “Remembering
the Past and Celebrating the Future” will pay homage to Louis
Armstrong, who lived in Corona,
Queens, and the multitude of
other great Jazz icons who made
Queens their home: Chick Corea,

Jimmy Heath, Clark Terry, Ella
Fitzgerald, John Coltrane, Tony
Bennett, Count Basie, Benny
Goodman, and many others.
The live-streamed performance additionally will honor
the next generation of Jazz musicians, including participants in
Flushing Town Hall’s monthly
Louis Armstrong Legacy Jazz
Jam.

“We’re excited to have David
Ostwald’s Louis Armstrong Eternity Band grace our stage on International Jazz Day,” says Ellen
Kodadek, Executive and Artistic
Director of Flushing Town Hall,
“These guys are the real deal!
Together we will honor the many
great jazz legends of the past and
(Continued on page 9)

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021

Meng, Velázquez, And Espaillat Urge
Agriculture Secretary to Strengthen
Future Rounds of Pandemic Food
Security Programs
(Continued from page 3)
Act created CFAP, a $19 billion
program to help agricultural
producers – who have faced a
five percent or greater decline in
commodity prices – access financial relief during COVID-19. The
program also supports funding
for USDA’s Farmers to Families
Food Box Program, which allows

USDA to purchase fresh produce,
dairy and meat products from
American producers to package
into boxes that are distributed
by non-profits, and faith-based
and community organizations to
Americans facing food insecurity.
The Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program’s Farmers to Families
Food Box initiative is administered by the USDA.

QBP Richards Announces Two Virtual
Queens Jobs Recruitment Fairs
Friday, April 9 and Thursday, April 15
As part of a continuing effort Inc., Commonpoint Queens, the
to addressing the current econom- Council for Airport Opportunity,
ic downturn, Queens Borough Express Employment ProfessionPresident Donovan Richards Jr. als, New York Life, the Queens
today announced his office has Chamber of Commerce, and
scheduled two Virtual Queens Workforce1.
The April 15 fair is scheduled
Jobs Recruitment Fairs during the
to feature Animal Care Centers
month of April.
First, Borough President Rich- of NYC, Building Skills NY,
ards and Assemblywoman Cata- CAMBA, Inc., The Child Cenlina Cruz will co-host a special ter of New York, Commonpoint
Virtual Queens Jobs Recruitment Queens, the Council for Airport
Fair on Friday, April 9, from 11:00 Opportunity, District Council 9 of
the International Union of Painters
AM to 12:30 PM.
Then, the following week, and Allied Trades, Empire Vets,
Borough President Richards will Express Employment Professionhost his regular monthly Virtual als, Forest Hills Financial Group,
Queens Jobs Recruitment Fair on the New York City Children’s
Thursday, April 15, from 2:00 PM Center, NYC Transit/MTA, New
York Life, the Queens Chamber
to 3:30 PM.
“Since the start of the CO- of Commerce, Queens Centers for
VID-19 pandemic, the Queens Progress, Resorts World Casino
Borough President’s Office has New York City, Turning Point for
addressed the resulting economic Women and Families, WATCHcrisis by holding online job fairs GUARD 24/7, Westhab, Inc., and
that connect Queens residents Workforce1.
The April 9 Virtual Queens
with the job opportunities that
remain out there, even during this Jobs Recruitment Fair will air
rough economy,” said Borough online from 11:00 AM to 12:30
President RICHARDS. “Although PM at www.queensbp.org. Those
more than a year has passed since interested in participating in the
the pandemic started, we are not fair’s live interactive Q&A must
letting up on our efforts to get RSVP by Thursday, April 8, at
Queens residents back to work. www.queensbp.org/rsvp. InstrucThat’s why I am so pleased to part- tions on how to participate in the
ner with Assemblywoman Cruz in Q&A will be emailed on the day
co-hosting a special April 9 job of the event to those who register.
The April 15 Virtual Queens
fair that will be held in addition
to my office’s regularly scheduled Jobs Recruitment Fair will air
job fair on April 15. We will not online from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM at
rest until every Queens resident www.queensbp.org. Those interested in participating in the fair’s
who wants a job has a job.”
“The economy came to a grind- live interactive Q&A must RSVP
ing halt at the onset of COVID-19, by Wednesday, April 14 at www.
resulting in millions of lost jobs queensbp.org/rsvp. Instructions
nationwide,” said Assemblywom- on how to participate in the Q&A
an CRUZ. “While some of our will be emailed on the day of the
neighbors have begun to go back event to those who register.
WPIX-TV (PIX11) will return
to work, many are still struggling
to put food on the table. These job as a media partner for the two fairs
fairs are critical in connecting job after having promoted previous
hunters with the resources they recruitment fairs in the fall and
need to get back on their feet. I winter of 2020-21. The station
am proud to partner with Borough will support the upcoming fair
President Richards on providing with promotional assistance over
this essential initiative to our its airwaves and on its website at
www.pix11.com.
community.”
Normally held on the third
The two fairs held this month
will feature brief presentations Thursday of each month by the
from employers and recruiters Queens Borough President’s Ofseeking to fill numerous positions fice, the Virtual Queens Jobs
in a variety of fields, including Recruitment Fair series connects
aviation, transportation, develop- Queens job seekers with a wide
mental support, retail, finance and array of employment opportunimore. Question and answer ses- ties across a variety of industries.
Queens’ unemployment rate
sions will follow the presentations.
The organizations scheduled was 12.9 percent in January 2021.
to participate in the April 9 fair That’s down from a high of 21.6
include: 82nd Street Academics, percent in June 2020 — but still
Animal Care Centers of NYC,
(Continued on page 9)
Building Skills NY, CAMBA,
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 4/8/21 - 4/14/21
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You will be likely to make personal mistakes. Try to control your
irritability if you’re experiencing
emotional problems with your
partner. Your lucky numbers are
4,3,1.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You can make money through
your creative efforts. Nagging has
never been something that you
could tolerate. Don’t be afraid of
opposition. Your lucky numbers
are 9,6,3.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Tempers may flare if you haven’t
been completely honest about your
intentions or your whereabouts.
Get involved in activities that will
bring you pleasure. Your lucky
numbers are 6,4,3.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Get the whole family involved in
a worthwhile cause or cultural
event. You will want to take off
and have some recreation. Start
sending out those resumes. Your
lucky numbers are 8,2,1.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Opportunities to improve your living standards will come through
joint financial investments. You
will learn easily if you put forth
an effort. Your lucky numbers
are 9,3,2.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You need to be active and spend
time with friends and family. You
may feel that someone at work
is holding you back. Your lucky
numbers 5,3,1.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Pay attention to important details.
You may want to take a trip. Do
not get involved with individuals
who are already committed to
others. Lucky numbers are 3,2,1.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Direct your energy wisely this
week. Anger will prevail if you
expect help from others. Refuse
to let others make unrealistic
demands of you. Your lucky numbers are 4,3,2.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
You’re likely to encounter good
business prospects if you travel.
Double check your work. Direct
your energy into physical entertainment. Your lucky numbers
are 4,8,5.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You might have some problems
balancing your books. Your intellectual charm will entice new love
interests. Your lucky numbers
are 1,7,9.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
New friendships will develop
through group events. Get the red
tape and the unwanted paperwork
out of the way. Your lucky numbers are 3,7,2.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You need some time to relax.
Social activity should be on your
agenda. Clear up domestic chores
that have remained undone for
some time. Your lucky numbers
are 2,4,7.

Did You
Know?
● Flamingos bend their legs at the
ankle, not the knee
They essentially stand on tip-toe.
Their knees are closer to the body
and are covered by feathers. This
is just the first of many weird facts
to blow our minds!
● Ice pops were invented by an
11-year-old by accident
In 1905, an 11-year-old boy
named Frank Epperson left soda
powder and water outside overnight with its wooden stirrer still
in the cup. The mixture had frozen
in the chilly nighttime weather,
and so the Epsicle was born. He
sold the treat around his neighborhood and a nearby amusement
park and even patented the recipe.
Years later, he changed the name
to Popsicle because that’s what his
kids called their pop’s concoction.
And if you liked these weird facts,
you won’t want to miss these 18
history lessons your teacher lied
to you about.
● A woman was elected to Congress before women’s suffrage
American women were given the
right to vote in 1920, but Jeanette
Rankin became the first woman
in the U.S. federal office in 1916.
Here are 15 more fascinating facts
you never learned about America.
● Froot Loops loops are all the
same flavor
No point in eating around the
purple ones—all Froot Loops taste
like, um, froot. Other than the Wild
Berry Froot Loops, of course. Here
are 8 cereal facts every cereal addict needs.

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Try And Find”

Lagoon
Lion
Mansion
Parade
Railroad

Spaceship
Star wars
Tr e e h o u s e
Splash
Swiss

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Sudoku”

D I S N E Y W O R L D

Futuristic
Haunted
Island
Jung le
K ing

SUDOKU

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

TRY AND FIND

Castle
Cinderella
Cour t yard
Dumbo
Epcot
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ACROSS
1. Mongrels
6. Does something
10. Actors in a show
14. A cook might wear one
15. Unusual
16. Food thickener
17. France’s longest river
18. Fiber source
19. Wander
20. Element
22. Broth (Scottish)
23. Rituals
24. A lot
25. Skilled
29. Meat from a deer
31. Type of table mat
33. Completely
37. Anagram of “Rioted”
38. Bilateral
39. Hypodermic
41. Merit
42. Musical master
44. Consider
45. Pilfer
48. Fine dinnerware
50. Droop
51. Reaping
56. Decorative case
57. Type of sword
58. Leg bone
59. Countertenor
60. Back
61. Decree
62. Adolescent
63. What we sleep on
64. Adjust again

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

DOWN
1. Timbuktu’s land
2. Atop
3. Trigonometry (abbrev.)
4. Unit of pressure
5. Contemptuous look
6. Umpire
7. Lurch
8. A surveying instrument
9. Dispatched
10. Fizzy
11. Ancient Greek marketplace
12. Rescued
13. Tall woody plants
21. Deviate
24. Water lily
25. Air force heroes
26. Corpse
27. Den
28. Appraisal
30. Any unspecified person
32. Relating to tone
34. Attraction
35. Wash
36. Anagram of “Lyme”
40. Fugitive from justice
41. Chauffeurs
43. A “cord” used in sewing
45. Perspiration
46. Name of a book
47. Wash out with a solvent
49. Daisylike bloom
51. Parsley or sage
52. It ebbs and flows
53. Nile bird
54. Agreeable
55. An international trade agreement
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MTA ‘Mask Force’ Begins Distribution of 60,000 Child-Size
Masks Throughout The Subway System
Cloth Masks Donated to MTA by
New York State Also Available at
All Station Booths
Leaders from the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MTA)
participated in a pop-up “Mask
Force” event in the Bronx to begin
handing out free child-size masks.
MTA Chairman and CEO Patrick
Foye and MTA Chief Accessibility
Officer Quemuel Arroyo, along
with New York City Transit volunteers began distributing free
child-size cloth masks throughout
the subway system. Masks were
distributed to booths at 472 stations and the St. George Staten
Island Railway station, and are
available to riders at no charge.
Thousands of masks are also being handed out by the Mask Force.
Mask usage throughout the
system has exceeded 98% and
free masks are available through
various means including Mask
Force, ambassador programs,
free availability at stations, free
mask dispensers on buses, and
PPE vending machines across the
MTA network.
“I want to thank New York
State for the donation of 60,000
masks that will allow all of our
customers to protect themselves
and their fellow riders when they
enter the transit system,” said
MTA Chairman and CEO Patrick
Foye. “Mask usage, along with
vaccines and testing bring hope
that we can return some sense of
normalcy and combat the spread
of COVID-19.”
“We are grateful to receive
this donation of soft, washable,
reusable masks, and to be able to
do everything we can to ensure
everyone in the system is masked,
including our youngest custom-

ers,” said NYC Transit Interim
President Sarah Feinberg. “Not
only is wearing a mask the law
in New York, but it is a sign of
respect to your fellow riders and
can save lives.”
“With this donation from New
York State, even the smallest subway riders can mask up and keep
their fellow riders safe,” said MTA
Chief Customer Officer Sarah
Meyer. “We’re grateful to our
Mask Force volunteers who have
handed out more than 600,000
masks, and anyone who wants to
be a part of this great initiative is
encouraged to join.”
“Ensuring that every person
who enters our system has access
to a mask continues to be a top
priority,” said MTA Chief Accessibility Officer Quemuel Arroyo.
“As riders continue to return to
the system, we want to make sure
they know that masks are available
at no cost at station booths and by
the Mask Force.”
“It is important that we welcome
families back to transit safely by
providing free child-size masks,”

said family advocacy group “UPSTA N D” Fou nder and CEO
Christine Serdjenian Yearwood.
“This will serve to protect our
city’s children and all of their close
contacts while we continue to vaccinate adults. We thank the MTA
and the Advisory Committee for
Transit Accessibility for hearing
our concerns and addressing this
need quickly.”
More than 920 people have
volunteered for the MTA Mask
Force since its inception. The volunteers include top MTA officials
and other employees, elected officials and their staffs, advocates,
community board members and
members of the riding public. The
program is based in 10 subway
stations for maximum line coverage and the busiest bus hubs with
broad coverage across New York
City. Employees and volunteers
wear bright yellow t-shirts and
vests identifying them as part of
the team.
To sign up to volunteer for the
(Continued on page 9)

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato Hosts 2021
Women of Distinction Event

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens)
hosted her annual Women of Distinction Event on Friday, March
26th over Zoom in celebration
of Women’s History Month. The
event, attended by over 80 people
between Zoom and Facebook
Live, highlighted the numerous
contributions to our community made by the seven Women
of Distinction. The Women of
Distinction, Jeanette G., Liz H.,
Patricia J., Barbara M., Tiffanie
P., Maria S., and Monika W. were
recognized for their contributions

across a variety of fields including
healthcare, law enforcement, child
care, and community service.
“There was no better way to end
Women’s History Month than by
honoring and sharing the stories of
the unsung heroes of our district especially in front of their friends
and families,” Pheffer Amato said.
“The Women of Distinction represent everything that makes our
district great - they are hardworking, strong, and compassionate
individuals from a diverse set of
backgrounds and life experiences.
Together, these experiences create

the beautiful mosaic of the 23rd
Assembly District, and I was so
proud to share their experiences
during Friday’s event.”
This was the 3rd Women of
Distinction event the Assemblywoman has held - the first was
in 2018, followed by 2019 which
were both in-person. This was the
first Women of Distinction held
over Zoom. The event was put
on pause in 2020 due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. Nominations
were accepted from February 12th
until March 12th and came from
all corners of the district.
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In Loving Memory of
“Merle Exit”
Merle Meyerowitz

June

7, 1949 - April 6, 2021

Merle was an actor, comedian, freelance journalist, a Blog Talk
Radio Host “Whirl With Merle” Online Radio and a published
author, her new book, “Whirl with Merle - It’s a humorous
life”. The loss of Merle will leave a void in the journalists
community. She was a special person and will be extremely
missed by a following she developed over the many years of
her numerous endeavors. As you can see in the above photo
with Regis Philbin she had a long reach into the entertainment
industry. Rest in Peace.

It a l i a n A m e r i c a n J o u r n a l

To read GIA online

Visit www.giamondo.com

Call 718-592-2196
Servicing: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut,
Long Island, Florida, California, Boston, Switzerland and Italy
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QEDC Announces the 12 Finalists in the 2021 Queens
StartUP! Business Competition
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Assembly Member David Weprin Votes
In Favor Of Marijuana Legalization

Four Local Entrepreneurs and
Teams Will Win $10,000 Grants
The Queens Economic Development Corporation has just
announced the 12 finalists in the
15th annual Queens StartUP!
Business Competition, a fourmonth challenge-and-instruction
course offered via a partnership
with Resorts World Casino New
York City with support from the
Srivastava Technology Fund.
After attending at least four
workshops on such topics as pricing, branding, marketing, and
budgeting, StartUP! contestants
submitted anonymous business
plans to a panel of judges consisting of local entrepreneurship and
commerce experts. The panel then
selected three finalists in four
categories from a pool of almost
50 solo entrepreneurs and teams
in the early stages of operation.
Here’s the list.
House of Playful Soul, a children’s learning center in Forest
Hills, advanced in the Community
division, along with the Jackson
Heights cooperative bookstore
Open Borders, and Women’s
Weekend Film Challenge, an
Astoria nonprofit that promotes
female film industry workers.
Astoria’s Prince Abou’s Butchery, which sells locally sourced
Halal meat products, went forward
in the Food category, along with
QNSY, a craft cocktail business
run by a Jackson Heights couple,
and Globurrito, an Astoria-based
international fusion food truck.
In the Sustainability cohort, the
finalists are Terrart NYC, which

“As an early supporter of legalized marijuana and a sponsor
of the legislation signed into law
this morning, I look forward to
seeing the hundreds of millions
in revenue help small businesses
around our city and our state
and give New York the ability to
enact meaningful social justice
reforms,” said Assemblyman
David Weprin.

World’s Fair History Walks
Sunday, April 11, Meet at the Unisphere,
11am to noon & 1pm to 2pm

designs floral arrangements inside
terrariums; Astoria’s Kon Incense,
which sells organic, plant-based
incense in refillable, non-plastic
containers; and Weeta’s Cositas,
an Astoria-based art and fashion
purveyor.
The Tech advancers are Kids
Break Ground, a platform that
helps youngsters explore career
options; She Designs Creative
Agency, which offers online
courses, mentorship, and coaching
related to coding; and Foodini,
an app that explains different
cuisines.
In late April, the judges will
listen to live pitches before announcing a winner in each category during an online event.
Each one will receive $10,000 in
seed funding.

“Congratulations to the dozen
finalists and best of luck as you
make your business dreams become realities,” stated QEDC Executive Director Seth Bornstein.
“It’s been a tough year, but we had
many fantastic entries despite the
pandemic. I’d like to remind those
who didn’t advance that they can
try again next year.”
Since it began in 2006, StartUP!
has awarded a total of $450,000
in grants to 71 winners chosen
from a combined pool of 4,300
participants.
QEDC believes that inclusion
is an economic imperative and
entrepreneurship is open to everyone, regardless of gender, race or
birthplace. For more information
on these programs and other services, go to www.queensny.org.

Free guided walks with Alliance
docents to over a dozen World’s
Fair sites. Space is limited and
registration is required.

Councilman Ulrich Organizes Spring Clean-up Targeting
Graffiti and Litter in Ozone Park, Centreville
Recently, Councilman Eric
Ulrich hosted a spring community
clean-up in partnership with the
New York City Dept. of Sanitation
(DSNY). Joined by members of
his staff, the Queens Explorers,
auxiliary officers from the 106th
Precinct and community leaders,
the initiative targeted trash-and
graffiti-prone areas in Ozone Park
and Centreville. The materials for
the clean-up efforts were provided
by DSNY.
Volunteers spent their Saturday
afternoon cleaning up trash and
painting over graffiti across some
of the most problematic locations
in the district, including Liberty
Avenue; 101st Avenue; 114th Place
and North Conduit Avenue; as
well Centreville Street and Huron
Street. The clean-up was a major
success, with dozens of garbage
bags filled with litter removed
from the streets; and several graffiti hotspots painted over.
“I want to thank my staff,
the 106th Precinct, the Queens
Explorers, Joann Ariola - and all
our volunteers - for coming out
on Saturday to help clean-up our
community,” said Councilman
Eric Ulrich. “I am proud of all
that we were able to accomplish
this weekend. Our streets look
noticeably cleaner thanks to the
hard work of our volunteers.”
“I look forward to hosting another one of these clean-up events
in the near future,” the Councilman added. “Our office will be

Ulrich was Joined by Members of His Staff, the 106th Precinct,
the Queens Explorers and Community Leaders for the Initiative
looking for more volunteers to spring clean clean-up. Addressing
help us with future projects, and I graffiti and litter is an important
hope our neighbors will consider quality of life issue that truly
giving a couple hours of their time makes a difference in our comon the weekend to make a dif- munities,” said Detective Brenda
ference. We want to keep our Reddick at the 106th Precinct. “I’d
communities clean and have a like to thank Councilman Eric
good quality of life, but that only Ulrich for organizing this initiahappens when everybody works tive; and all of our volunteers for
together.”
their hard work to keep our streets
“The 106th Precinct and the clean.”
Queens Explorers were proud to
“Quality of life issues, such as
partner with Councilman Ulrich’s
office to help out at Saturday’s
(Continued on page 9)

WE’RE HIRING!

Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com

THE QUEENS TIMES

PAGE 8

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021

(April 9 to April 15)
Seasonal rejuvenation is on full
display in Queens this week as
venues re-open and outdoor events
blossom. There’s also plenty of
online fun with dance, literature,
music, painting, sculpture, theater,
and honey.
● April 9, Lilly, April 25. Lillian
Colón presents this one-woman
show on her own rise from Bronx
orphan to the first Latina Rockette
at Radio City Music Hall. It’s in person with a limited audience. Thalía
Spanish Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint
Ave., Sunnyside.
● April 9, 12 Monkeys + La Jetée,
7 pm. The Queens Drive-In shows
Terry Gilliam’s sci-fi classic and
two shorts that speak to how past
mistakes can haunt the present. New
York Hall of Science Parking Lot,
47-01 111th St., Flushing Meadows
Corona Park.
● April 9, Culture Lab Session, 7
pm. The Craig Greenberg Band offers “troubadour piano music” that
combines highly skilled instrumentation with moving lyrics as part of
an ongoing program. The Plaxall
Gallery, 5-25 46th Ave., LIC.
● April 9, Beacon, Aug. 15. A
public installation inspired by Lewis
H. Latimer, his 1881 patent for the
electric lamp, and his 1882 patent
for processing carbon filament in
the incandescent light bulb. The
sculpture is a replication of Latimer’s mechanical drawing of the
incandescent light bulb and carbon
filament created via a collaborative
project between artist Shervone
Neckles and Beam Center. Lewis
Latimer House Museum Garden,
34-41 137th St., Flushing.
● April 9, Take Only What You
Need + We Love You, 6 pm. The
opening for an exhibition of photographic work by two artists in
residence, Lissy Gonzalez and Judyta Grudzien. AlterWork Studios,
30-09 35th Ave., Astoria.
● April 9, Virtual Dance at Green
Space, April 13. The LIC-based
studio and performance venue
streams Take Root with Zullo/
RawMovement on April 9, followed
by the Fertile Ground New Works
Showcase until April 13.
● April 10, Shaft + Boyz N the
Hood, 7 pm. The Queens Drive-In
offers two dramas at tough urban
life in NYC and South Central LA.
New York Hall of Science Parking Lot, 47-01 111th St., Flushing
Meadows Corona Park.
● April 10, Air Fair & Queens
History of the Jet Age, 2:30 pm.
This digital exhibition informs on
the four airports that have operated
in the borough, while examining
technology’s influence on traveling.
Find out what made the Jet Age so
special in Queens.
● April 10, Game Play: Spire, 1
pm. Museum of the Moving Image
Game Artist in Residence Sharang
Biswas leads an online activity
during which participants enter a
secret conflict between dark elves
and their oppressors and witness
rebellion.
●
April 10, Spring Radiance:
Painting on Glass Workshop, 11 am.
Learn inverted painting with artist,

LatimerBeacon

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

QHS
illustrator, and muralist Robert
Tuskawill in person. Alley Pond
Environmental Center, 224-65 76th
Ave., Oakland Gardens.
●
April 10, Bilingual Dance
Workshop, June 26. Experienced
teacher Yloy Ybarra leads this
Saturday workshop (ages 6 to 12)
from 11 am to 1 pm while following COVID safety protocols. Thalía
Spanish Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint
Ave., Sunnyside.
● April 11, Your Name + OscarNominated Shorts, 7 pm. The
Queens Drive-In pairs a Japanese
anime blockbuster about high
school students who magically
switch bodies and fall in love as they
unravel a mystery with 2021 Oscarnominated animated shorts. New
York Hall of Science Parking Lot,
47-01 111th St., Flushing Meadows
Corona Park.
●
April 11, Carve a Wooden
Spoon, 1 pm. The Astoria Woodworkers Collective streams a workshop on how to carve a spoon out of
wood stock with hand-held tools.
● April 11, Nature Exploration, 11
am. Urban Park Rangers introduce
participants to hidden gems as they
explore nature. Springfield Park,
Springfield Boulevard and 146th
Avenue.
● April 13, AAPI Healing Circle,
May 4. Queens Theatre offers
weekly therapeutic sessions to
individuals who identify as Asian
American and Pacific Islander with
host Christine Toy Johnson from
the Dramatists Guild of America.
At 1 pm, the circles are safe and
dedicated spaces to talk, listen, and
breathe together.
● April 13, Center of Attention:
Koho Yamamoto’s Untitled, 8 pm.
Noguchi Museum Educator Matthew Capezzuto leads an interactive
adult learning program centered
on Koho Yamamoto’s ink painting
Unlimited, which is on view at the
LIC museum.
● April 14, New American Voices,
April 17. Queens Theatre’s play-

development program continues
with virtual presentations of This
Prisoner by Seamus Lucason.
Directed by Nicola Murphy, this
drama follows a prisoner who
awaits a miracle as his execution
draws near. It streams on April 14
at 8 pm, and then the taped session
is available until April 17.
● April 14, Jazz & Poetry Month
Virtual Jazz Jam, 7 pm. Flushing
Town Hall’s free jam celebrates
April, which is Jazz & Poetry
Month. Led by sax virtuoso Carol
Sudhalter and the house band, the
event welcomes musicians to share
their talents, lift spirits, and honor
those who have died during the
pandemic.
● April 14, The Sound of Metal,
6:30 pm. The Queens Drive-In
shows this movie – now nominated
for six Oscars – about a Heavy
Metal drummers who’s losing his
hearing. New York Hall of Science
Parking Lot, 47-01 111th St., Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
● April 14, Art Lab in the Park,
May 26. Queens Museum and Street
Lab bring back a series of open-air
art sessions for children to be creative and play on Wednesdays at 1
pm. Queens Museum Lawn, near
the Unisphere in Flushing Meadows
Corona Park.
● April 15, Literary Thursdays, 4
pm. As part of an ongoing Queens
Public Library program, Claudio
W. Lomnitz discusses Nuestra
América: My Family in the Vertigo
of Translation, her book on tracing
her Jewish family’s heritage that
takes readers across Romania,
Peru, Colombia, Israel, California,
Mexico, Chile, and beyond.
● April 15, Honeybee Lecture and
Honey Sampling, 6:15 pm. Urban
beekeeper Nick Hoefly from Astor
Apiaries presents an outdoor lecture
with local honey and honey-based
products available for purchase.
Alley Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 76th Ave., Oakland
Gardens.

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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QBP Richards Announces Two Virtual Queens Jobs
Recruitment Fairs (Continued from page 4)
9.9 percentage points higher than
February 2020’s pre-pandemic
low of 3.0 percent.
The January 2021 unemployment rate in Queens was also 2.2
points higher that the borough’s
10.7 percent unemployment rate
for the previous month (December
2020). This suggests the borough
is still experiencing a very tough
job market.
There were 2.5 million firsttime unemployment claims filed
in New York City between March
14, 2020 (near the start of the
pandemic) and March 20, 2021,
according to the New York State
Department of Labor.
Launched by then-Acting
Borough President Sharon Lee in
April 2020, the Virtual Queens
Jobs Recruitment Fair series has
thus far included 14 hiring events
and more than three dozen participating employers.
“We are a nonprofit agency
started out of Jackson Heights,
Queens running from four locations,” said 82nd Street Academics
Chief Learning & Partnerships
Officer MALLORY TOMPKINS.
“We support students in their
journey to college no matter their
home language. Throughout the
pandemic, we’ve continued our
services in person and remotely
through academic tutoring and
enrichment. We welcome the
community to join us in this
work and are excited to meet new
candidates!”
“Individuals from all over
New York City come to Animal
Care Centers of NYC every day
of the week for reasons as diverse
as reclaiming lost pets, adopting
new furry family members, and
getting resources to help them
keep their pets in homes,” said
Animal Care Centers of NYC HR
Assistant EMILY RICHARDSON. “At ACC, we strive to find
loving homes for homeless and
abandoned cats, dogs, and rabbits,
both by adopting animals directly
to the public and by partnering
with more than 200 dedicated animal placement organizations (our
New Hope partners). If you have
a passion for animals and people
alike, we invite you to join our
team of outstanding individuals
working to end animal homelessness in NYC.”
“Express Employment Professionals, Queens Office, has been
serving Queens for seven years,”
said Express Employment Professionals Office Manager ANGELA
CARBONE. “We support the
Community by placing general
laborers, skilled workers – CDL
Drivers, Forklift Drivers, etc.;
as well as Office Professionals.
During the pandemic we are able
to keep our Associates working,
supporting various not for profit
organizations as well as other
essential businesses. As we are
coming out of the pandemic, we
see an increased need for workers
to support our clients.”
“Building Skills New York
is a not-for-profit organization
dedicated to connecting members of underserved and underrepresented communities across
the five boroughs with access to
good-paying construction jobs,”

said Building Skills NY senior
recruiter CALVIN EDWARDS.
“The pandemic has taken a significant toll on New York’s economy
and its workforce. We are keenly
aware that in order to realize a
full and successful recovery, individuals need resources and skills
to reenter the labor market and
also to advance in their careers.
We are proud to be working in
partnership with Queens Borough
President Donovan Richards, Jr.
to offer his constituents – as well
as New Yorkers all across the
City - opportunities to join the
construction industry, which has
long supported both individuals
and families alike.”
“We greatly appreciate the opportunity to partner with Queens
Borough President Donovan Richards, Jr. in presenting opportunities for work at our multi-service
organization,” said CAMBA, Inc.
President and CEO JOANNE M.
OPLUSTIL. “CAMBA is a great
place to work, serving 65,000
people in all five boroughs of
New York City. We invest in our
employees and provide opportunities for growth, and we know
when you work here, you’re more
than your job description.”
“At The Child Center of New
York, we believe every child
can thrive, given the right skills,
education, counseling, and development programs — and we
know that a dedicated staff is
the key to making that happen,”
said The Child Center of New
York Recruitment Coordinator
SHOSHANA CHEDDIE. “The
Child Center prioritizes talent in
the neighborhoods where we work
— people genuinely interested in
the strength of their community
and the well-being of the families
next door. It matters to us that
candidates recognize the opportunities to support and build their
communities.”
“During these difficult times
with the pandemic, it is more important than ever to make sure that
employers can connect with candidates remotely,” said GI Go Fund
CEO and Co-Founder JAMES
FANOUS. “Empire Vets has
been working diligently over the
past year to this end, connecting
veterans in New York City with
thousands of opportunities posted
by companies for COVID-19 relief
and recovery. We are proud to be a
part of this event and are thankful
to the Queens Borough President
for putting it together.”
“As an Associate of FHFG and
a Financial Representative with
Guardian, you’re an entrepreneur.
You can define your career, be
your own boss, keep flexible hours
and earn a highly competitive
income. You’ll join a community
of professionals and a company
with a solid reputation. Best of
all, you’ll be building a business
for yourself, but not by yourself,”
said Forest Hills Financial Group
Director of Operations DIANE
NEUSTADT. “When you become
a financial representative with
FHFG, you can have more than
just the career you want. You can
have the life you want while doing
meaningful work.”
“Helping our community one

resume at a time, one call at a
time, one interview at a time,” said
New York Life Partner WILLIAM
CLEARE. “Now it’s your time!
Let’s get Full-time!”
“Queens Centers for Progress
has been an essential business
throughout this pandemic and we
have continued to provide quality
services to our individuals with
special needs,” said Queens Centers for Progress Human Resources Assistant Director MICHELLE
JENKINS. “We are delighted to
continue this partnership with
the Queens Borough President’s
Office to provide meaningful
positions that offer great benefits
and growth opportunities.”
“The Queens Chamber is
excited to partner with Borough
President Richards for his virtual
recruitment fair and we look forward to this stellar opportunity
to meet talented individuals and
grow our team,” said Queens
Chamber of Commerce President
and CEO TOM GRECH. “As
Queens recovers from the pandemic, we are fortunate to have a
Borough President who is deeply
committed to connecting Queens
residents with jobs and helping our
economy bounce back.”
“Resorts World is thrilled to
offer even more employment opportunities to the community,”
said Resorts World Casino New
York City Vice President of Community Development MICHELLE
STODDART. “From the ground
up, we owe our success to the
people of Queens and we cannot
wait to open our world-class hotel
with talent from the area.”
“We are delighted to partner
with Borough President Richards
to promote jobs with WATCH
GUARD 24/7,” said WATCH
GUARD 24/7 CEO JOHN RAFFERTY. “Qualified individuals
have an opportunity to have a
rewarding career with excellent
benefits and growth opportunities. We are an essential business
providing service throughout this
difficult time and beyond.”
“Westhab is transforming communities by developing quality
affordable housing and delivering the services that people and
neighborhoods need to thrive,”
said Westhab Human Resources
Coordinator RACHEL PIMBLE.
WHAT: Virtual Queens Jobs Recruitment Fair hosted by Queens
Borough President Donovan
Richards and Assemblywoman
Catalina Cruz
WHEN: Friday, April 9, 2021
from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM
WHERE: Live stream: www.
queensbp.org
Those interested in participating in the interactive Q&A must
RSVP by Thursday, April 8, 2021
at www.queensbp.org/rsvp.
WHAT: Virtual Queens Jobs Recruitment Fair hosted by Queens
Borough President Donovan Richards
WHEN: Thursday, April 15, 2021
from 2:00 PM to 3:30 PM
WHERE: Live stream: www.
queensbp.org
Those interested in participating in the interactive Q&A must
RSVP by Wednesday, April 14,
2021 at www.queensbp.org/rsvp.
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Councilman Ulrich Organizes Spring
Clean-up Targeting Graffiti and Litter
in Ozone Park, Centreville
(Continued from page 7)
graffiti, is one of the biggest concerns of our residents. We won’t
stand by idly - we will continue
to paint over graffiti no matter

how many times we need to,” said
community activist Joann Ariola.
“Thank you, Council Member
Ulrich, for always addressing the
problems that are of the highest
importance to your constituents.”

MTA ‘Mask Force’ Begins Distribution
of 60,000 Child-Size Masks
Throughout The Subway System
(Continued from page 6)
MTA Mask Force, visit https://
new.mta.info/maskforce.
Across agencies to date, the
MTA has acquired for distribution to customers eight million
masks and 750,000 2-oz bottles
of hand sanitizer. Additionally,
the Authority has distributed to its
workforce 18 million masks, 19.7
million pairs of gloves, 119,000
gallons of hand sanitizer, 257,000
7-oz and 2-oz bottles of hand sanitizer, 13.3 million individual sanitizing cleaning wipes, 268,000

gallons of cleaning solution and
18,000 face shields.
To date, the MTA has held nine
“Mask Force” events. The 10th
event is scheduled for April 22.
Wearing a face covering on public
transportation in New York was
required by law under Executive
Order 202.18 issued by Governor
Andrew M. Cuomo effective
April 17, 2020. A $50 fine was
implemented on Sept. 14, 2020
for violations. As a reminder, customers who are partially or fully
vaccinated are required to wear a
mask while in the transit system.

On International Jazz Day on April 30,
Flushing Town Hall Presents LIVE . . .
(Continued from page 6)
future that Queens has to offer.”
At a young age, David Ostwald learned playing piano and
the tuba - an instrument that
was used in early Jazz before the
acoustic bass became a staple in
Jazz ensembles. David Ostwald’s
Louis Armstrong Eternity Band
features: band leader and tubaist
David Ostwald; Joe Boga (trumpet); Will Anderson (clarinet/alto
sax); Dion Tucker (trombone);

Arnt Arntzen (banjo/guitar); and,
Alex Raderman (drums).
Following the performance on
April 30 at 7:00 PM (ET) will be
a live artist talk and Q&A moderated by Flushing Town Hall’s
Jazz Producer Clyde Bullard.
Audience members can submit
questions at any time during the
show in the Youtube Live chat.
The performance will be only
available to ticketed viewers.
Tickets are available online for
$5.00 (plus a $1 convenience fee).

Following Push, Gillibrand Welcomes
The Elimination of “Blank Space”
Criteria For Asylum Applications
Arbitrary Rejection of Asylum
Applications Caused Enormous
Hardship for Applicants
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
responded to a recent U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services
(USCIS) announcement that the
agency has eliminated “blank
space” criteria, and reverted back
to the rejection criteria that applied before October 2019. USCIS
will no longer reject Form I-589,
Form I-612 or Form I-918 if an
applicant leaves a blank space. In
September, Gillibrand led a group
of twelve senators in a letter to
Department of Homeland Security
Kenneth T. Cuccinelli inquiring
about recent changes to adjudication procedures that have caused
enormous hardship to applicants.

Asylum, U Visa, and other routine
applications that were being regularly rejected because of failure to
complete irrelevant or immaterial fields that have no bearing
on information needed for final
adjudications.
“I am pleased to see DHS roll
back some of the harmful and
chaotic policies that prevented
individuals coming to this country
seeking a better life from a fair
shot at having their asylum applications fairly considered. This
victory belongs to the countless
stakeholders who voiced their concerns, and fought tirelessly to roll
back this absurd policy. The work
continues, and I remain steadfast
in my commitment to building a
fairer, transparent, and more just
immigration and asylum system.”

It a l i a n A m e r i c a n J o u r n a l
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Rep. Maloney, Local Elected Officials, Union
Leaders, And Educators Applaud Funds For
Education in The American Rescue Plan
Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney (NY-12)
stood with local elected
officials, union leaders,
and educators to applaud
the estimated $5.2 billion
going to New York City in
the American Rescue Plan
Elementary and Secondary
School Emergency Relief
(ARP ESSER) fund under
the American Rescue Plan.
The money will help safely
reopen and sustain the safe
operation of schools, address the impact of the COVID-19 crisis on New York
City students, and will help
fund universal 3-K in 32
school districts across New
York City.
“This $1.9 trillion dollar
recovery package for our
nation includes $5.2 billion
dollars for 3-K, pre-K, and
kindergarten through grade
12 education as well as $1.2
billion for our city’s colleges
and universities. With this
funding, we can finally
realize our goal of 3-K for
every school district! The
economic crisis brought on
by the COVID-19 crisis has
exacerbated the financial
and physical burdens New
York City parents already
deal with on a daily basis
due to the exorbitant costs of
childcare, daycare, and education. By putting education
funding front and center
of the American Rescue
Plan, President Biden and
Congressional Democrats
have provided the help New
York needs to address the
many impacts of COVID-19
on pre-K through grade 12
education. The American
Rescue Plan, by prioritizing
these schooling initiatives,
understands and provides
what our nation needs to
build back better from the
COVID-19 crisis by ensuring our students can safely
return to the classroom.
Now, we must turn our attention to Albany, where
these funds are currently

stalled in budget negotiations. I am calling on the
leaders in the legislature to
work together effectively
and efficiently to send the
money that our city is depending on. New York’s
students can’t wait,” said
Congresswoman Carolyn
B. Maloney.
“As Chair of the Task
Force on Women’s Issues
and a Member of the Education Committee, I commend
Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney for standing up
for our students and their
families in Washington DC
to ensure that we receive
$5.2 billion for New York
City in the American Rescue plan for our schools.
With this critical funding,
we can begin to confront the
childcare crisis and expand
opportunities of education
with the expansion of 3-K
for all to every corner of our
city. Thank you, Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney,
for setting students and
their families on a path to
a swift recovery!,” said Assembly Member Rebecca
Seawright.
“The $5.2 billion New
York City is set to receive
with the passage of the
A mer ican Rescue Plan
could not come at a better
time,” said Council Member
Ben Kallos. “This will go
a long way toward guaranteeing a safe, long-term
reopening of our schools
and a successful rollout
of universal 3-K this fall.
Thank you to Congresswoman Maloney’s tireless
work to get this done and
her leadership as Oversight
Chair in making sure the
money is spent as intended.
I look forward to working
with her to use this money
to bring New York City out
of this pandemic.”
“Our students have been
learning in isolation or in
small groups for the past
year. Our classrooms in

Take Five Top-Prize Tickets
Sold in BAYSIDE
The New York Lottery announced there were
multiple top-prize winning
tickets sold for the Apr 6
TAKE-5 drawing. The tickets were sold in BAYSIDE.
The tickets were sold at:
•
GN CONVENIENCE
STORE LLC located at
207-14 NORTHERN BLVD
in BAYSIDE, which sold 1
prize winning ticket worth
$32,113.00
Take 5 numbers are
drawn from a field of one
through 39. Drawings take
place every evening at 10:30
p.m. Winning tickets at all
prize levels may be cashed
up to one year from the date
of the drawing.

About the New York Lottery
The New York Lottery continues to be North America’s largest and most profitable Lottery, contributing
$3.38 billion in fiscal year
2019-2020 to help support
education in New York
State. New York Lottery
revenue is distributed to
local school districts by the
same statutory formula used
to distribute other state aid
to education. It takes into
account both a school district’s size and its income
level; larger, lower-income
school districts receive proportionately larger shares of
Lottery school funding.

September will be filled
with students who need
individualized attention
from their teachers. We
are calling for the city to
create a pilot program of
smaller class sizes in 100 of
the city’s neediest schools.
The program would be a
blueprint for a citywide
expansion. Many experts
believe class-size reduction
is most effective when it is
dramatic, so we recommend
reducing class sizes by onethird in these 100 schools.
Under our proposal, pre-K
classes would be capped at
12, classes that now have 25
students would be reduced
to 17, classes with 30 students would see a drop to
20, and 34-student classes
would drop to 23. The road
to recovery will be long, we
all know that. The new federal funds for schools give
us the opportunity to meet
the challenges our children
and our schools have faced
for decades — challenges
that have only become more
acute because of COVID-19.
Our plan is to give educators
the support they need to
continue their crucial work
of helping our school communities heal and move forward,” said Dennis Gault,
United Federation of Teachers Manhattan Borough
Representative.
“At this time, as schools
needs have grown connected to the impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic,
including the dire need for
students’ supports related to
mental health and traumarelated realities, federal
funding will provide some
of the supports to enable
our school communities to
respond to this need, heal,
and allow school leaders
to prepare for a return to
the next stage of schooling
for all our children,” said
Dimitri Saliani, Principal
of Eleanor Roosevelt High
School.

LEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Formation of
GOLDEN GROUP REALTY,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 04/01/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 87-86 202
Street, Hollis, NY 11423.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/8,15,22,29,5/6&13/2021
Notice is hereby given that
a license, number 1334488
for liquor, wine, beer & cider
has been applied for by the
undersigned to sell liquor,
wine, beer & cider at retail
in a restaurant under the
Alcoholic Beverage Control
Law at 1050 Wyckoff Avenue,
Ridgewood, NY 11385 for
on premises consumption.
4/8&15/2021
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File No.: 2019-1368/D
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To: Donald Sharpe,
Charles Taibi,
Attorney General of the State
of New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at law
and assignees of MAURICE A.
FLETCHER, deceased, or their
estates, if any there be, whose
names, places of residence
and post office addresses are
unknown to the petitioner and
cannot with due diligence be
ascertained
Barbara Tapper, if living and
if dead, to their heirs at law,
next of kin and distributees
whose names and places of
residence are unknown and
if they died subsequent to
the decedent herein, to their
executors, administrators,
legatees, devisees, assignees
and successors in interest
whose names and places of
residence are unknown and
cannot be ascertained after due
diligence.
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Kate Christoforatos, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate of
MAURICE A. FLETCHER,
deceased, who at the time of
death was a resident of 96-04
57th Avenue, Apt. 4H, Corona,
NY 11366, in the County of
Queens, State of New York.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens
C o u n t y, w h o m a i n t a i n s
her office at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens
County, New York 11435, as
Administrator of the Estate of
MAURICE A. FLETCHER,
deceased, you and each of
you are hereby cited to show
cause before the Surrogate
at the Surrogate’s Court of
the County of Queens, to be
held at the Queens General
Courthouse, 6th Floor, 88-11
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
City and State of New York, on
the 27thday of May, 2021 at 9:30
o’clock in the forenoon, why the
Account of Proceedings of the
Public Administrator of Queens
County, as Administrator of
the Estate of said deceased,
a copy of which is attached,
should not be judicially settled,
and why the Surrogate should
not fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $8,833.18 and that the Court
fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on
this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the
within accounting; and why the

Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules A,
A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account,
as the fair and reasonable
amount payable to the Office
of the Public Administrator for
the expenses of said office
pursuant to S.C.P.A. §1106(3);
and why the petitioner should
not be authorized to retain the
sum of $25,000.00to satisfy
the contingent and possible
claim of Donald Sharpe and
court referee Charles Taibi for
a period of 6 months from the
date of the decree to be settled
hereon; and why, upon service
on the petitioner of an Order
from the New York Supreme
Court fixing the legal fees and
commissions of Donald Sharpe
and court referee Charles Taibi,
for services rendered to the
decedent, petitioner should not
be further authorized to pay
Donald Sharpe and court referee
Charles Taibi said amount not
to exceed$25,000.00; and
why if Donald Sharpe and
Charles Taibi, should fail to
obtain an order from the New
York Supreme Court fixing his
legal fee and commissions
for services rendered to the
decedent within six months from
the Notice of Entry of the decree
to be settled hereon, the amount
retained by the petitioner shall
be distributed as set forth in
the petition; and why each of
you claiming to be a distributee
of the decedent should not
establish proof of your kinship;
and why the balance of said
funds should not be paid to said
alleged distributees upon proof
of kinship, or deposited with
the Commissioner of Finance
of the City of New York should
said alleged distributees default
herein, or fail to establish proof
of kinship.
Dated, Attested and Sealed
22nd day of March, 2021
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
JAMES LIM BECKER
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
TH E CO U RTH O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
4/8,15,22&29/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
K I N G D O M M OTI VATI O N
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
o n 0 2 / 0 9 / 2 0 2 1. O f f i c e
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
229-19 Merrick Boulevard,
Laurelton, NY 11413-2108.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Legal Notice – Anne Marie
Schemitsch
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF
NEW YORK COUNT Y OF
QUEENS
In the matter of MARIS ROSS
GORDON
As Guardian for the Person and
Property of
ANNE MARIE SCHEMITSCH
An incapacitated person
Index No.: 701022/2021
Pursuant to the order of the
Supreme Court.
A sale will oc cur at the
courthouse Part
25G, 88-11 Sutphin Blvd.,
Jamaica,
New York, 11433 at 9:30 AM on
May 4, 2021,
B o r o u g h a n d C o u nt y of
Queens, City and State
of New York, Block: 03844
Lot: 0009,
Link for auction:
www.tinyurl/
QSCPART25MOTIONS
Gordon & Gordon, P.C.
Guardian of A nne Mar ie
Schemitsch
108-18 Queens Blvd., 6th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-7070
Broker Tom Macaluso
718-894-5000
4/8,15,22&29/2021
Notice of Formation of Costume
Smile Club LLC. Art. of Org.
filed Sec’y of State (SSNY)
3/24/21. O f f ic e loc ation:
Queens Co. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: c/o Dynamic Dental
Work LLC, 175-15 Jamaica
Ave, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
4/ 8,15,22,29, 5/6&13/2021
Notice of Formation of WELA
VENTURES LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/22/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 21-15 27th
Street, C1, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/8,15,22,29,5/6&13/2021
TI M ELESS O CCASIO NS
LLC Art. Of Org. Filed Sec.
of State of NY 2/22/2021.
Off. Loc.: Queens Co. United
States Corporation Agents,
Inc. designated as agent
upon whom process may be
served & shall mail proc.:
7014 13th Avenue, Suite
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
4/8,15,22,29,5/6&13/2021
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File No.: 2014-3387/B
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To:
Liviu Voitcu,
Maegen Voitcu,
Florence Voitcu,
Cody “Toby” Voitcu,
Paul M. Kazas,
Richard Kazas,
Eleanor Kazas,
Loretta Villanueva,
John Kazas,
Estate of Eileen Steber,
Richard Steber,
Nicole Steber,
Haley Steber,
Isaac Steber,
Taylor Steber,
Joan Kazakeviciua,
Citibank by Ascension Point
Recovery Services LLC,
Citibank,
Attorney General of the State of
New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at law
and assignees of Paul Pezar aka
Paul A. Pezar aka Powel Pezar,
deceased, or their estates, if any
there be, whose names, places
of residence and post office
addresses are unknown to the
petitioner and cannot with due
diligence be ascertained.
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Robert Harper, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate of Paul
Pezar aka Paul A. Pezar aka
Powel Pezar, deceased, who at
the time of death was a resident
of 57-13 58th Street, Maspeth,
NY 11378, in the County of
Queens, State of New York.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens County,
who maintains her office at 8811 Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
Queens County, New York
11435, as Administrator CTA
of the Estate of Paul Pezar aka
Paul A. Pezar aka Powel Pezar,
deceased, you and each of
you are hereby cited to show
cause before the Surrogate
at the Surrogate’s Court of
the County of Queens, to be
held at the Queens General
Courthouse, 6th Floor, 88-11
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
City and State of New York, on
the 13th day of May, 2021 at 9:30
o’clock in the forenoon, why the
Account of Proceedings of the
Public Administrator of Queens
County, as Administrator CTA
of the Estate of said deceased,
a copy of which is attached,
should not be judicially settled,
and why the Surrogate should
not fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $22,590.74 and that the
Court fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on

this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the
within accounting; and why the
Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules
A, A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account, as
the fair and reasonable amount
payable to the Office of the
Public Administrator for the
expenses of said office pursuant
to S.C.P.A. §1106(3); and why the
claim of Citibank by Ascension
Point Recovery Services LLC in
the amount of $1,138.49 should
not be rejected; and why the
claim of Citibank in the amount
of $8,904.05 should not be
rejected; and why $50,000.00
should not be paid to the NYC
Commissioner of Finance for
the benefit of the Unknowns
Heirs of Paul Pezar; and why
the balance of said funds
should not be paid pursuant to
the Decedent’s Last Will and
Testament dated October 24,
2013, copy attached, as follows:
¼ to Liviu Voitcu
¼ to Maegen Voitcu
¼ to Florence Voitcu
¼ to Cody “Toby” Voitcu
Dated, Attested and Sealed
17th day of March, 2021
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
James Lim Becker
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
TH E CO U RTH O USE O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
3/18,25,4/1&8/2021

Notice of formation of Sweets
‘n Eats by Dee LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 12/18/2020. Office
located in Queens. SSNY has
been designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC 11546 123rd
St. S. Ozone Pk, NY 11420..
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/4,11,18,25,4/1&8/2021

Notice of formation of GD3
PRODUCTIONS LLC Art. Of
Org. filed with the Sect’y of State
of NY (SSNY) on 12/07/2020.
Office in Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to the LLC, 172-37 Victoria
Drive, Queens, NY 11434.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
3/4,11,18,25,4/1&8/2021

Big Dog Auto Parts LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/11/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Michael Levine, 2511 41st Ave., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021

Notice of formation of
C O O K I N G A N D O PER A
LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of
State of New York SSNY on
1/6/2021. Office located in
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC 17703 112th
Ave. Jamaica, NY 11433.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021

Notice of Formation of Visual
Development Solutions LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
01/21/21. Office location:
Q u e e ns C o unt y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: the Company,
c /o Central Construction
Management, 25-04 40th Ave.,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
3/4,11,18,25,4/1&8/2021

Notice of formation of
INFLUENCE WITH IMPACT,
LLC Art. Of Org. filed with
the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/14/2020. Office
in Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to the
LLC, 41-15 23rd Street, #4E,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
3/4,11,18,25,4/1&8/2021

NOTICE OF FORMATION
O F LI M I T E D LI A B I LI T Y
COMPANY. NAME: GOTHAM
CITY EVENTS, LLC. Articles
of Organization were filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York SSNY on 16th of
March 2011. Office location:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process
to the LLC, United States
Corporation Agents, Inc.,
7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202,
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose:
For any law f ul pur pose.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021

Notice of Qual. of 90 AVE
REALTY DE LLC, Authority
filed with the SSNY on
0 2 / 24 / 2 0 21. O f f i c e l o c :
Queens County. LLC formed
in DE on 02/19/2021. SSNY
is designated as agent upon
whom process against the LLC
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The LLC, 3506
Leavitt Street CF-A, Flushing,
NY 11354. Address required
to be maintained in DE: 310
Alder Road, Dover, DE 19904.
Cert of Formation filed with
DE Div. of Corps, 401 Federal
St., Ste 4, Dover, DE 19901.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
Notice of formation of TED
ELY STUDIO LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 02/01/2021. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 3401 3 8 t h Ave n u e, S t e 9,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
ANNA ISABEL FRECHETTEHAGAN, LCSW, PLLC, a Prof.
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 02/25/2021. Office
loc: Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 34-48
81st Street, Apt. 41, Jackson
Heights, NY 11372. Purpose:
To Practice The Profession Of
Licensed Clinical Social Work.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021
Notice of formation of MARC
ESPOSITO LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 02/08/2021. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated for
service of process. SSNY shall
mail copy of any process served
against the LLC 84-54 Radnor
Street, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021

Ready Solutions LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/22/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Karen Jackson,
188-42 120th Rd., St. Albans,
NY 11412. General Purpose.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
9 0 0 W YCKOFF AVENUE
INDUSTRIAL LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/11/21.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. Princ. office of LLC:
2818 Steinway St., Ste. 3,
Astoria, NY 11103-3349. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to Corporation
Service Co., 80 State St.,
A lbany, N Y 12 207-25 4 3.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021
Notice of formation of AURAHA
LLC Art. Of Org. filed with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 02 /09/2021. Of f ice in
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to the LLC,
182-30 Wexford Terrance,
Apt 7U, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
3/4,11,18,25,4/1&8/2021
3125 Union LLC filed w/ SSNY
on 2/17/21. Office: Queens Co.
SSNY designated as agent for
process & shall mail to: 158-14
Northern Blvd., #UL-1, Flushing,
NY 11358. Purpose: any lawful.
3/4,11,18,25,4/1&8/2021
Notice of Formation: WTR
528 Home LLC, Art. Of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/25/2021. Office
Loc.: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 4360 164th
Street, Flushing, NY 11358
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/4,11,18,25,4/1&8/2021

Notice of formation of Red
Strawberries Property, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York, SSNY on December
28, 2020. Office located in
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated for service of
process. SSNY shall mail a copy
of any process served against
the LLC to: 7014 13th Ave.
Ste. 210, Brooklyn, NY 11228.
Purpose: Asset Management.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
41 - 0 5 2 9 T H S T R E E T
MEMBER LLC, Art. Of Org.
filed with SSNY 2/3/21. Office
Location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
for process. SSNY shall mail
a copy of any process to:
c/o SB Development NYC
LLC, 5 -26 46th Ave., 2A,
L.I.C., NY 11101. Purpose:
Any lawful act or activity.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
Notice of formation of
APPLEBAUM KATZ BRODSKY
PLLC. Art. of Org. filed with
the Sec. of State of New York
(SSNY) on 2/8/21. Office located
in Queens County. SSNY
designated for service of process.
SSNY shall mail process served
against LLC to 751 Henry Road,
Far Rockaway, NY 11691.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
Notice of formation of KSW
Consulting Ser vices LLC.
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York SSNY on 03/02/2021.
Office located in Queens.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 11820
Oc ean Promenade Suite
8A Belle Harbor, NY 11694.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
43-10 ORIENT AVE LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 03/08/21. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 43-18 Orient
Avenue, Little Neck, NY 11363.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021
602 Beach LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 1/15/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to 304 Crossbay
Blvd., Broad Channel, NY
11693. General Purpose.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021

Notice of formation of MZM
UNITED LLC. Ar ticles of
Organization Filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 01/13/2021. Office
located in Queens. SSNY has
been designated for service
of process. SSNY Shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC. 163-16 21st
Rd Whitestone, NY 11357.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021
Notice of Formation of GENIUS
CONSULTING LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/02/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 140-21 31st Road,
Apt 5E, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
DOUBLE DIAMOND REALTY
2 LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 03/11/21.
Office: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 41- 07 162nd
Street, Flushing, NY 11358.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Notice of Formation of Grayson
MDL Member LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 3/17/21. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o Muss Development,
LLC, 118-35 Queens Blvd,
Fo r e st H i l l s, N Y 11375 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Notice of Formation of AYA
K AT O P H O T O G R A P H Y
L.L.C. Ar ts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 01/26/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
44-28 Purves Street, #32F,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Notice of Formation of UNIQUE
UNLIMITED LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/8/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 134-19 135th Street,
South Ozone Park, NY 11420.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
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DA Katz Gives Opening Remarks For
Queens Borough President’s Virtual
Gender Justice Summit

Queens District Attorney
Melinda Katz was pleased to greet
participants attending Queens Borough President Donovan Richards’
virtual Gender Justice Summit
on Tuesday, March 30, 2021. The
5-hour online summit featured
panels discussing women’s rights
issues.
During my remarks, I talked
about the work of our office on behalf of domestic violence survivors.

We work closely with the Queens
Justice Center to provide resources,
such as emergency shelter to victims
during a crisis. The office also has a
Domestic Violence Strategic Threat
Alert Team (DVSTAT) that works
to identify and enhance the prosecution of high-risk domestic violence
cases when they occur.
Please take note of our 24/7
Domestic Violence Helpline,
718 286-4410
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