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Attorney General James Issues
Alert Urging New Yorkers to Report
Unlawful Vaccine Charges
New York Attorney General Letitia James has issued a consumer alert to remind New Yorkers that coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) vaccines are free of charge, and urged any resident
of the state who has been charged a fee to report it to her office
immediately.
“As we continue to make progress in recovering from this
public health crisis, it is vital that every individual has access to
this free, lifesaving vaccine and that there are no barriers to New
Yorkers receiving their dose,” said Attorney General James. “The
vaccine is free of charge for all New Yorkers, and I encourage
everyone to get vaccinated as soon as they are eligible. My office is committed to protecting New Yorkers and enforcing the
law, which is why I urge anyone who has been charged a fee for
receiving the vaccine to report it immediately to my office.”
COVID-19 vaccines are now available to all New Yorkers over
the age of 16, and must be administered free of charge. Individuals
who have been charged a fee for vaccination are encouraged to
file a complaint online with the Office of the Attorney General
or call 1-800-771-7755.
Late last month, Attorney General James issued another alert
to New Yorkers to beware of scams making fraudulent promises to
consumers, promising them the ability to cut COVID-19 vaccine
lines or receive additional stimulus payments. Additionally, earlier
this month, Attorney General James and a bipartisan coalition of
attorneys general sent a letter to the CEOs of Twitter, eBay, and
Shopify, asking the CEOs to act immediately to prevent the sale
of fake COVID-19 vaccination cards on their platforms.

NYC Leaders Urge Feds Once And For
All to Kill Williams Pipeline

25 CENTS

Suozzi Visits Southern Border:

“Problem at the Border has Been Going on for Decades
and We Need Bipartisan Cooperation to Finally Address it”

Suozzi and the Problem Solvers met with local officials, mayors, businesses, non-profits,
including Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley, and border patrol and local law
enforcement officials. See story on page 6.

Eric Adams Releases His Plan to Turn New York
City Into Wind Power Hub of The Northeast

Over two dozen New York City
leaders have urged the federal
government to kill a controversial pipeline project that would
run underneath the waters off the
Rockaway Peninsula.
In a letter sent by Comptroller
Scott Stringer, Queens Borough
President Donovan Richards and
State Sens. Joseph P. Addabbo,
Jr., Jessica Ramos and James
Sanders called on Federal Energy

Regulatory Commission Richard
Glick to also reject the Williams
Pipeline once and for all. The
pipeline would move the city and
state further from achieving its
climate goals, they said.
“We take climate change seriously, as we have already lost
loved ones here in New York City
to climate-fueled super storms and
(Continued on page 2)

New York City mayoral candidate Eric Adams released his plan to turn New York City into
the wind power hub of the Northeast, calling the emerging industry “a tailwind for our new
economy”. See story on page 2.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Eric Adams Releases His Plan to Turn New York
City Into Wind Power Hub of The Northeast
(Continued from page 1)
Adams’ plan includes leveraging waterfront assets like the South
Brooklyn Marine Terminal, the
Red Hook Container Terminal,
the Staten Island waterfront, the
Brooklyn Navy Yard, and others
to take advantage of new federal
funding announced last week so
that New York can design, construct and ship the components
necessary to build wind farms in
the region. And Adams specifically
called for approval of the proposed
Arthur Kill wind power facility in
Staten Island.
“New York City has always been
a hub for innovation, new ideas,
and progressive thinking. There is
no reason New York City shouldn’t
be a leader in wind power. We
have the resources and we can
foster the talent--we just have not
had the leadership to get it done,”
said Brooklyn Borough President
Eric Adams. “With forwarding
thinking and smart planning, the
wind power industry can be a tailwind for our new economy as we
emerge stronger from COVID-19.
And, most importantly, since we
are building this new industry
from scratch in New York, we can
ensure that the good union jobs and
prosperity that come from it go to
the lower-income communities
and communities of color that are
struggling the most.”
“Thank you, President Biden,

and thank you, Eric Adams,” said
Frank Agosta, President Local 1814
International Longshoremen’s Association (ILA). “The investment
in Brooklyn and Staten Island Port
infrastructure is both an opportunity and essential. Our economy
has to grow green and wind power
is a key component. The men and
women of the ILA are ready to
work with all levels of government
--City, State and federal -- to make
these investments a success.”
“The International Longshoremen’s Association is excited for
the opportunity to bring jobs and
clean energy to the shores of Staten
Island with port infrastructure
improvements to efficiently handle
the shipment and assembly of tall,
heavy wind turbines,” said Michael
Izzo, President of ILA Local 920.
“Staten Island can be a leader in
clean energy that can also be an
economic boom for New York City.
Wind energy reduces pollution and
generates good jobs – longshore
jobs, manufacturing jobs and so
much more.”
Adams would also commit
to upfront capital investments to
prepare our ports and harbors for
the new industry. New York, New
Jersey, Virginia, Massachusetts,
Connecticut, Rhode Island, and
Maryland have committed to buying 30,000 megawatts of offshore
electricity over the next 14 years.
This would be enough electricity to
power 20 million homes and create

tens of thousands of new jobs.
Adams also detailed his plan to
create a wind power industry jobs
pipeline in New York City from
City schools through our colleges
and City-sponsored job-training
programs to get New Yorkers
connected to waiting jobs in local
businesses. Adams would include
Career and Technical Education
(CTE) high schools and CUNY
schools like Kingsborough CC in
his plan in order to guarantee the
industry hires locally as it grows.
In addition to the increase
in new, good-paying, long-term
green jobs, Adams’ wind power
plan will also help New York and
the region achieve its renewable
energy goals and do its part to stop
climate change.
In January, the first step of
Adams’ plan -- the wind turbine
plant in the South Brooklyn Marine
Terminal -- was announced after
years of advocacy by Borough
President Adams. Adams today
proposed adding an additional
manufacturing site at Arthur Kill
in Staten Island, as well as job sites
in the Navy Yard and at the Red
Hook Container Terminal. He also
proposed creating a state-of-the-art
wind power jobs training center
in Sunset Park, Brooklyn, and acknowledged the work of UPROSE
and other community leaders there
for their years of work pushing
plans for green jobs and a working
port for local residents to work at.

NYC Leaders Urge Feds Once And For All to Kill
Williams Pipeline
(Continued from page 1)
heat waves that caused death, illness, debt, and scarcity,” the leaders wrote. “For our constituents
and for the future generations who
will live with the consequences of
allowing the Williams Pipeline to
be built, we urge you to deny Williams’ request.”
“Simply put, the Williams
Pipeline has no place here. As a
member of the Rockaway community and as a member of the NYS
Assembly Corporation, Authorities and Commissions Committee,
the re-emergence of this pipeline
is unwelcome and unwanted,”
Assemblywoman Stacey Pfeffer
Amato said. “We’ve fought this
pipeline before, and we will continue to fight as long as it’s necessary to preserve our beautiful and
irreplaceable beaches.”
Rockaway District Leader

Lew Simon said he was “flabbergasted” that the company was
once again presenting the same
project that was denied last May.
Additional lawmakers, including local Members of the Assembly and Distinct Leaders, also
acknowledged significant public
opposition to the pipeline, underscored by the more than 16,000
critical comments submitted during the DEC review period. Also,
lawmakers from the County of
Queens applauded Gov. Andrew
Cuomo’s administration’s rejection of the controversial $1 billion
Williams Pipeline project and ask
that the Cuomo’s administration
continues rejecting Williams
Pipeline.
The proposed Williams Northeast Supply Enhance Pipeline, or
Williams Pipeline, would deliver
fracked gas from Pennsylvania
to New York City via a tube un-

derneath New York Harbor. The
plan was rejected last year by New
York’s Department of Environmental Conservation. However, on
March 19, Transcontinental Gas
Pipe Line Company requested a
two year extension to kick start the
project. The 17.4-mile-long, 26inch diameter connection would
transport fracked gas under the
Atlantic Ocean off the shores of
Rockaway Beach.
“As part of a community that
endured the devastating impacts
of Superstorm Sandy, we recognize the urgent need to move away
from fossil fuels and fracked gas
infrastructure to reduce greenhouse gas emissions in alignment
with New York’s climate goals,”
said the Rockaway Beach Civic
Association, a project opponent.
“Clean water and healthy ecosystems are essential to the environment and economy.”

David Weprin Stands With Kathryn Garcia For a Policy
Announcement to Reform Foster Care
Queens Assemblyman, sponsor
of a 2019 law to grant adoptees
access to birth records, joins NYC
mayoral candidate to release a
plan to fix the foster care system
Assemblymember David Weprin, a top-tier candidate for New
York City Comptroller, yesterday
was invited by Kathryn Garcia - a
former NYC sanitation commissioner and candidate for mayor - to
stand with her as she announced
her plans to change the city’s foster
care system towards a more economically and racially just process.

Garcia’s plan, “Family First,” offers pragmatic solutions to reform
the foster care system by rooting
out systemic racism, prioritizing
permanent placements, and targeting the structural issues that result
in family separation.
The former Commissioner and
three of her five siblings were
adopted, and her older sister spent
seven years in foster care. Weprin
was asked to join her as the lead
sponsor on a New York State law
authorizing the release of original
birth certificates to adoptees.
“Strengthening foster care and

all the ramifications that come
along with it is vital for the success
of those children who go through it
and for their foster families,” said
Weprin. “Commissioner Garcia
is an amazing success story and a
role model for thousands of current
and future foster care children. Using her own personal experience
as an inspiration to fix the system
is just one example of what makes
New York City great. In 2019,
I was the lead sponsor on a bill
guaranteeing the right of adoptees
(Continued on page 3)
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Meng Secures Provisions In Violence Against Women Act;
Bill Passes The House
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) announced that the House
of Representatives recently passed
the bipartisan Violence Against
Women (VAWA) Reauthorization
Act (H.R. 1620) which included
two key provisions authored by
the Congresswoman.
The measures would:
•
Ensure family-focused programming for incarcerated women – from intake through reentry
– to support the women’s familial
needs, as well as provide appropriate training for correctional staff
to engage with their families.
• Ensure clear distribution and
accessibility of sanitary products
to incarcerated women, and provide that no visitor is prohibited
from visiting due to the visitor’s
use of sanitary products. This
provision comes from Meng’s
comprehensive Menstrual Equity
for All Act which will be reintroduced soon.
The VAWA Reauthorization
Act also includes three provisions
that Meng secured last Congress
when it passed the House. The
measures:
• Ensure parenting classes are
made available to prisoners with
limited English proficiency.
• Direct the Bureau of Prisons
(BOP) to develop tools that communicate parenting program
availability and eligibility criteria
to each BOP employee and each
pregnant inmate to ensure that all
incarcerated women understand
the resources available to them.
• Ensure cultural competency
training is included in trauma
screening trainings for correctional officers, and all BOP employees
including instructors and health
care professionals.
“A holistic approach to helping
incarcerated women and mothers
is central to transforming a broken
justice system. We need a restorative justice system that supports
the whole being of incarcerated
women and moms, instead of a
system that focuses on punishment,” said Meng. “After all,
studies show that preserving positive family ties yield positive benefits, reduce recidivism, promote
healthy child development, and
intergenerational criminal justice
involvement. We have to make
sure that we also prioritize and

protect the well-being of children
whose parents are incarcerated.
My measures are a step in that direction to help women and mothers in the justice system continue
to have the resources to support
their families. I also believe that
those who menstruate should be
guaranteed access to menstrual
products and should not be denied
visitation from others who use
these items. And I am proud that
this particular measure is a part of
my comprehensive Menstrual Equity for All Act. I look forward to
the Senate now passing the VAWA
Reauthorization Act.”
“We applaud Rep. Grace
Meng and the Judiciary Committee for including family-focused
programming for incarcerated
women and correction officer
training on interacting with families in VAWA,” said Elizabeth
Gaynes, CEO and President of
the Osborne Association. “Many
incarcerated mothers were their
children’s primary caretakers
prior to incarceration and their
children miss and need them.
Supporting these relationships
benefits not only children and
their families, but promotes transformation and successful reentry, while making Officers’ jobs
easier. The Osborne Association
has facilitated family-focused
programming inside prisons and
jails for decades, and we have
seen the positive, life-changing
effect these have. Especially with
the added stress of COVID, facilitating family contact and visits
between incarcerated mothers and
their children is more important
than ever.”
“I’m happy to see the inclusion
of incarcerated women in the
Violence Against Women Act.
The health, safety, and dignity of
women behind bars are equally
important but remain forgotten
far too often. I’m grateful for Congresswoman Meng’s leadHERship
of all women on this issue,” said
Pamela Winn, Dream Corps JUSTICE & Founder of RestoreHER.
“I appreciate Rep. Meng’s
commitment to upholding the
health and dignity of all women.
We need to ensure that the needs
of incarcerated women are always
included whenever we discuss
protecting women in this country,”

said Topeka K Sam, Executive
Director of The Ladies of Hope
Ministries.
The original 1994 Act created
transformative progress by calling
for the protection of all Americans
from violence and abuse, and
working to ensure all victims and
survivors have the support they
need. This critical reauthorization will safeguard and further
strengthen these life-saving protections for women throughout
New York State and across the
country. And the recent and targeting and murder of women,
particularly women of color, in
the mass shooting in Georgia,
further illustrates the critical need
for this bill.
This VAWA reauthorization
builds upon the progress forged
over the two-and-a-half decades
since this legislation was first
passed: since then, the rate of
domestic violence in America has
fallen by half. But more protections are needed, especially as 1 in
3 women still experience domestic
violence, and as the coronavirus
crisis has forced many women
to quarantine in unsafe domestic
situations.
The VAWA Reauthorization
Act improves the current law,
including by:
• Making vital new investments
in violence prevention;
• Strengthening essential protections for the most vulnerable,
including immigrant, LGBTQ and
Native American women and specifically supporting communities
of color in a culturally-sensitive
way;
• Improving services for victims
of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault and stalking;
• Making improvements in the
criminal justice response to gender-based violence and improving
the health care system’s response
to domestic violence;
• Helping stop abusers and stalkers from obtaining firearms; and
•
Expanding protections for
victims’ and survivors’ financial
security, including housing protections and anti-discrimination
protections in the workplace.
The Violence Against Women
Act Reauthorization Act passed
244 to 172. It is now pending before the Senate for consideration.

NY State Senator John Liu Endorses Lynn Schulman For
Forrest Hills City Council Seat
Sen. Liu lauds Lynn Schulman
as an “ally in the fight for equity
and justice”
State Sen. John Liu, a trailblazing public official who became
New York’s first Asian American
Comptroller, and who now represents NY’s 11th State Senate
District in Northeast Queens,
officially endorsed Lynn Schulman today for election in the City
Council’s 29th District (Forest
Hills, Kew Gardens, Rego Park,
and Richmond Hill).
“Lynn Schulman has been a
progressive force in our borough
for decades and is an ally in the
fight for equality and justice,” said
Sen. Liu. “Most recently, Lynn
has been a powerful advocate for
the Asian American and Pacific

Islander (AAPI) community as
they face an unprecedented spike
in hate crimes. I’m confident that
Lynn will fiercely defend and keep
our APPI community safe in CD
29, and I’m honored to endorse her
for election.
Queens can also depend on
Lynn to fight on the issues that
matter most, especially fixing the
hospital shortage, investing in our
public schools, and taking care of
our seniors. Lynn will improve
the quality of life for everyone in
the 29th Council District with her
progressive activism and robust
policy agenda,” John Liu added,
citing Lynn’s recent work on
health care, community, and social
service issues in the City Council
and decades of service as Vice
Chair of Community Board 6.

Lynn thanked Liu for his endorsement, noting they will work
together to counter the appalling
rise in anti-AAPI violence that
has swept the city and the nation.
“John Liu has been a pioneer
in city politics, a powerful voice
for progressive change, and I am
honored to have his endorsement,”
Lynn said. “John’s dynamic advocacy is needed now more than
ever as we face an appalling rise
in anti-Asian violence and xenophobia. I stand in solidarity with
the AAPI community to combat
this hatred. I will be honored to
work with John as a partner in the
State Senate to deliver the change
we need for Queens.”
For more information on Lynn’s
campaign, Go to https://www.
schulman2021.com.
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David Weprin Stands With Kathryn
Garcia For a Policy Announcement to
Reform Foster Care
(Continued from page 2)
to access their original birth certificates. The Commissioner’s plan
is another step to right some other
long-neglected wrongs for foster
children and adoptees. I thank her
for her leadership on this important
issue for our city.”
“When a system produces racist
and economically discriminatory
outcomes, that system must be redesigned to serve all New Yorkers
with justice and dignity,” said Garcia, in her press release. “When I’m
mayor, we will re-design NYC’s
foster care system to center equity
and deliver meaningful economic
support to families in need. For
our children searching for their
forever home, we will prioritize
permanent placements and support them every step of the way.
When I think about my adoption
and my family, one thing is clear:
everybody needs a forever family
to support them and a city government that compassionately serves
our children in the foster system.
Family is forever. And we need
more families like mine.”
Weprin is the only candidate
running for Comptroller with the
necessary municipal financial
experience, having balanced the
City’s budget as Chair of the City
Council’s Finance Committee for
eight consecutive years. He guided
the City’s finances through the
post-9/11 recession and the 2008
recession. Previously in his public
service career, Weprin served
as the Deputy Superintendent of
Banks and Secretary of the Banking Board for New York State,
where he was a watchdog of nearly
$2 trillion, regulating more than
3,000 financial institutions and
financial service firms in New
York State, including international
banking institutions, mortgage
brokers, and mortgage bankers.
Weprin is currently Chair of
the New York State Assembly’s
Committee on Correction where
he has championed critical legislation reforming our criminal
justice system. He has authored
groundbreaking legislation including the Adoptee Bill of Rights and
the Religious Garb Bill and has
made standing up for middle class
New Yorkers a central theme of his
campaign for Comptroller.
Weprin is a graduate of Jamaica
High School, SUNY at Albany,
and holds a law degree from Hofstra University. A father of five
children, and grandfather of six,

David and his wife, Ronni, live in
Holliswood, Queens.
Endorsements (updated):
Congress Members: Rep. Tom
Suozzi (Queens), Rep. Greg Meeks
and the Queens County Democratic Party, Fmr. Rep. Steve Israel
(Queens).
NYS Legislators & Officials: Fmr. Lt. Governor Richard
Ravitch, Fmr. Attorney General
G. Oliver Koppell, Senator Joseph Addabbo (Queens), Assembly Member Michael Benedetto
(Bronx), Assembly Member Steven Cymbrowitz (Brooklyn), Assembly Member Dick Gottfried
(Manhattan), Assembly Member
Rebecca Seawright (Manhattan),
Assembly Member Vivian Cook
(Queens), Assembly Member Jenifer Rajkumar (Queens), Assembly
Member Jeff Aubry (Queens),
Assembly Member Cathy Nolan (Queens), Assembly Member Maritza Davilla (Brooklyn),
Assembly Member Bill Colton
(Brooklyn), Assembly Member
Stacey Pheffer Amato (Queens),
Assembly Member Helene Weinstein (Brooklyn), Assembly Member Erik Dilan (Brooklyn), Assembly Member Ed Braunstein
(Queens), Fmr. Assembly Member
Michael DenDekker (Queens).
NYC Council Members: Council Member Adrienne Adams
(Queens), Council Member Darma
Diaz (Brooklyn), Council Member Chaim Deutsch (Brooklyn),
Council Member Karen Koslowitz
(Queens), Council Member Peter
Koo (Queens), Council Member Barry Grodenchik (Queens),
Council Member Paull Vallone
(Queens).
Labor Unions: Correction Officers’ Benevolent Association,
FDNY EMS Local 2507, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW) Local 3,
Uniformed Sanitationmen’s Association, NYS Court Officers
Association, NYC Fire Marshals
Benevolent Association.
Democratic Organizations/
Clubs: Queens County Democratic
Party, Downtown Independent
Democrats (Manhattan), Lexington Democratic Club (Manhattan), Samuel J. Tilden Democratic
Club (Manhattan), Eleanor Roosevelt Democratic Club (Queens),
Saul Weprin Democratic Club
(Queens), Village Reform Democratic Club (Manhattan), East
River Democratic Club (Manhattan), Seneca Democratic Club
(Brooklyn).

Reps. Nadler and Suozzi Lead New
York Delegation in Call on House
Leadership to Repeal SALT Limitation
in Coming Tax Legislation
Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY)
and Rep. Tom Suozzi (D-NY) led
a letter from Members of the New
York Congressional Delegation
to Speaker of the House Nancy
Pelosi (D-CA) and House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer (D-MD)
reserving the right to oppose any
future tax legislation that fails to
include a full repeal of the SALT
limitation.
Reps. Nadler and Suozzi were

joined on the letter by Reps. Jamaal Bowman (D-NY), Mondaire
Jones (D-NY), Antonio Delgado
(D-NY), Hakeem Jeffries (DNY), Nydia Velázquez (D-NY),
Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), Grace
Meng (D-NY), Gregory Meeks
(D-NY), Yvette Clarke (D-NY),
Paul Tonko (D-NY), Brian Higgins (D-NY), Adriano Espaillat
(Continued on page 9)

THE QUEENS TIMES

PAGE 4

Assemblymember David I. Weprin: 2021-22 State Budget
Will Boost New York’s Recovery From The Pandemic
On Friday, April 9, Assemblyman David I. Weprin and
his colleagues in the NYS Assembly announced that the NYS
budget passed without further
delay. The 2021-22 state budget
will boost New York’s recovery
from the pandemic by allocating
funding for accessible childcare,
workforce development and infrastructure improvements. The
budget will provide much needed
grants to help small businesses,
restaurants and art organizations
recover.
“Under normal circumstances,
finalizing the NYS budget is a

challenging task. The COVID-19
pandemic made it even more so.
Nevertheless, we now have a state
budget that will help rebuild our
economy,” said Assemblymember
David I. Weprin. “The budget provides $575 million in federal aid
for mortgage assistance to keep
New Yorkers in their hard-earned
homes. More than $2 billion in
federal funding is allocated to
make childcare more accessible
and affordable, so that parents
can get back to work. Meanwhile,
businesses will benefit from $800
billion in grant funding. With
additional provisions to help stu-

dents and improve infrastructure,
I am proud to have had a hand in
crafting this budget.”
Elected in 2010, David I. Weprin represents the 24th Assembly
District of New York State in
Queens. Comprised of the partial
or entire communities of Briarwood, Bellerose Manor, Fresh
Meadows, Glen Oaks, Hillcrest,
Holliswood, Jamaica Estates,
Jamaica Hills, Oakland Gardens,
Queens Village, Richmond Hill,
and Utopia; the 24th Assembly
district boasts one of the most
diverse constituencies in New
York State.

Assemblyman Braunstein Lauds Education, Small Biz
And Anti-AAPI Hate Funding in NYS Budget
Assemblyman Edward C.
Braunstein (D-Bayside), who
serves as Chair of the Cities
Committee and a member of
the Assembly’s Working Group
on Transitioning N.Y. Economy
Toward COVID-19 Recovery,
issued the following statement on
the passing of the New York State
FY 2021-22 Budget:
“The 2021-22 State Budget
includes many important initiatives that will help New York
families overcome the extraordinary challenges of the past
year. The budget also provides
much-needed suppor t to our
small businesses and will lay the
foundation for New York State’s
economic revival.”
On Education: “With the arrival of an unprecedented public
health crisis last spring, school
communities faced a sudden shift
to remote learning and navigated
delivering academic, social and
emotional learning in the digital
classroom. Now, with students
returning to school buildings and
an end to the COVID-19 crisis in
sight, I’m proud to help pass a
state budget that makes a historic
investment in our students and
families by increasing funding to
New York State schools by over
$3 billion.
The Assembly also fought to

increase Foundation Aid to our
schools by $1.4 billion over last
year, confirming our commitment to ensure New York City
schools have every resource they
need to deliver a quality education to our younger generations.
In addition, a $2.4 billion allocation to enhance the accessibility
and affordability of childcare in
New York State is a gamechanger
for our working families and I
thank our partners in the federal
government for helping make this
a reality.”
On Small Businesses: “New
York’s thousands of small businesses and restaurants, which are
the heart of the state economy,
continue to do their best to adapt
and survive during the ongoing
public health crisis. The $1B
Business Relief package is a
tremendous win for our small
businesses, who will soon see
relief through the $800 million
COVID-19 Pandemic Small Business Recovery Grant Program.
The program will offer relief to
those establishments who need
it most by helping owners cover
pandemic-related expenses including rent, utilities and payroll.
A $100 million Music and
Theatrical Production Credit
and $40 million allocation to the
Arts Recovery Grant program

will help kickstart the return of
New York City’s unrivaled arts
sector and reactivate our bustling
tourism economy. A further $35
million in tax credits reserved for
New York City restaurants most
impacted by COVID-19 restrictions positions our small businesses and the thousands of New
Yorkers they employ for success.”
Rent and Mortgage Relief: “A
combined $3 billion in federal
and state dollars will provide
direct relief to New York renters,
homeowners and small landlords
struggling to make ends meet
in these difficult times. This
includes $575 million in federal
funding for mortgage assistance,
which can be used for payment
relief, principal reductions and
utilities or association fees, and
will help New Yorkers keep their
homes throughout this crisis.”
On AAPI funding: “The state
budget responds aggressively
to the recent rise in anti-Asian
violence and discrimination,
inflamed by the harmful rhetoric surrounding the COVID-19
pandemic. This includes a $10
million investment in the Asian
A mer ican com mu nit y-based
organizations working on the
ground to Stop Asian Hate, reaffirming that discrimination has
no place New York State.”

Meng Helps Introduce Legislation to Create Mental Health
First Responder Units
Measure would help reduce violence against those with mental
illness and disabilities
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) announced that she
helped introduce the Mental
Health Justice Act (H.R. 1368),
a bill that seeks to create a grant
program for states and localities
to hire, train, and maintain mental
health first responders who would
be deployed to assist individuals experiencing a mental health
crisis.
“Helping people with mental
illness or a disability requires a

new approach, especially if these
individuals are in distress,” said
Meng. “Instead of relying on law
enforcement, we need a new cadre
of health professionals to assist
those experiencing a mental health
crisis, and this legislation would
help accomplish that goal by creating an alternative approach to
how we respond to these types of
situations. This necessary measure would help reduce fatalities
for those suffering from a mental
health crisis and ensure that they
get the treatment they need. I
am proud to support the Mental
Health Justice Act and look for-

ward to it becoming law.”
Meng noted that one in four
fatal police encounters ends the
life of an individual with severe
mental illness. For individuals
with untreated mental illness, the
risk of being killed is 16 times
greater for them than for others
who are approached or stopped
by law enforcement.
The Mental Health Justice Act,
which is sponsored by Congresswoman Katie Porter (D-CA), is
pending before the House Judiciary Committee and the House
Energy and Commerce Committee.

Meng And Colleagues Call For Coronavirus Vaccine
Location in Western Part of Congressional District
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens), along with State Senator
Joe Addabbo, Assemblymembers Catherine Nolan, Jenifer
Rajkumar and Brian Barnwell,
and Councilman Robert Holden

announced today that they are
calling for a COVID-19 vaccination site in the western part of
the Congresswoman’s congressional district which includes the
communities of Middle Village,

Maspeth, Glendale, and parts of
Ridgewood and Woodhaven.
The Queens lawmakers sent
letters to Mayor de Blasio and
Governor Cuomo asking for such
a location to be established.
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Assemblyman Colton Reports on 20212022 New York State Fiscal Year Budget
Assemblyman Colton (D –
Gravesend, Bensonhurst, Bath
Beach, and Dyker Heights) is
happy to say that the 2021-2022
New York State Fiscal Year Budget was approved for $212 billion.
“This budget includes vitals
like education, higher education,
renewable energy, and housing
assistance. There is also a $2.1
billion-dollar assistance program
for workers excluded from unemployment benefits and a $1 billion
program for small businesses that
so badly need assistance. I plan
on voting in favor of these budget bills. Most of these programs
were made possible by federal
stimulus grants, which are being
stretched out over a three-year
period,” Colton stated.
“The budget also included
$29.5 billion in school aid, $2.4
billion in rent assistance and
homeowner relief, $2.4 billion
for childcare, and $1 billion for
small business recovery, a threeyear tuition freeze for SUNY
and CUNY students as well as a

$500 increase per person for the
maximum grant in the Tuition
Assistance Program, $3 billion funding in environmental
restoration projects, proposed
cuts to libraries were restored,
capital monies for libraries were
increased by $20 million and $29
billion in public and private green
economy and that is great news,”
Colton said.
“The state will finally be
repaying the long-overdue $4.2
billion monies due to high needs
schools, such as NYC, by allocating $1.4 billion in each year for
the next 3 years for foundation
aid. It allocated increased monies
to nonpublic schools for reimbursements of mandated services.
I, who served on the joint budget
conference committee on higher
education, was always in support
and fought for the education and
higher education increases. I
believe that the best investment
is in our children’s future. Our
children are the future of our
great country,” Colton added.

Rozic And State Legislators Secure
Landmark State Aid For
Holocaust Survivors
On Yom Hashoah, Holocaust
Remembrance Day, State Budget
Commits Increased Funding for
Programming and Safety Net
Services for Holocaust Survivors
After making the Holocaust
Survivors Initiative a priority
in this year’s state budget, Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (DFresh Meadows), Speaker Carl E.
Heastie and 10 state legislators
announced $1.5 million in funding
to assist survivors. This record
allocation marks an almost 400%
increase in funding from previous
year’s budgets.
“New York’s budget commits
to caring for those who need it
most – Holocaust survivors. It
is our responsibility to ensure
that they have access to all the
necessary services to live with
the comfort and dignity they deserve, especially with the added
health risks associated with the
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Assemblywoman Nily Rozic. “I am
grateful to Speaker Carl E. Heastie
and all of my colleagues for their
partnership in securing this essential funding.”
Assembly Speaker Carl E.
Heastie said: “This year’s budget
backs up the state’s support of Holocaust survivors with landmark
funding to ensure our most vulnerable receive the services and
support they need. Yom HaShoah
is an annual reminder of what can
happen when hate is unchecked
and I am proud to reiterate that
New York rejects hate and stands
with survivors.”
Assemblyman Jeffrey Dinowitz
said: “New York, and my district
in the Bronx, is home to many
survivors of the Holocaust. This
is one of the most, if not the most,
horrific thing human beings have
ever done to one another and I
am proud that this year’s budget
includes funding for those New
Yorkers who experienced firsthand this horror. Thank you to
my colleagues in the Assembly

Majority, and in particular to Assemblymember Rozic, who spearheaded our effort to secure this
financial support for survivors of
the Holocaust.”
Assemblymember Charles
Lavine said: “As we mark the
solemn occasion of Holocaust
Remembrance Day, I would like to
express my deepest appreciation
for the inclusion in the budget of
$1.5 million dollars in funding for
Holocaust survivor services. This
is especially meaningful to me as a
representative of the state of New
York and as a Jew whose entire
European family was murdered by
the Nazis and their allies.”
Assemblyman Steven Cymbrowitz, the son of Holocaust
survivors himself, said: “After
enduring the horrors of the Holocaust, survivors today face
poverty, food insecurity, medical
crises, and trauma. This $1.5 million in funding will bring care and
support to this already vulnerable
group that has been hit hard by the
coronavirus pandemic. I join with
my colleagues on Yom HaShoah,
Holocaust Remembrance Day, to
honor those that are not with us
by taking care of those that still
remain.”
Assemblyman David I. Weprin said: “After living through
unimaginable horrors, Holocaust
survivors need our support. That’s
why I joined my colleague, Assemblywoman Nily Rozic, in
advocating for an increase of
funding to the Holocaust Survivors Initiative. The $1 million in
additional funding will help cover
critical services, like trauma informed care, mental health counseling and housing assistance. In a
time where we must all be socially
distant due to the COVID-19 pandemic, these services are needed
now more than ever to help ensure
Holocaust survivors live and age
in dignity and respect.”
Assemblyman Andrew Hevesi
(Continued on page 9)
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 4/15/21 - 4/21/21
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Losses could occur if you haven’t
been careful when dealing with
joint financial ventures. Help
elders get their personal papers
in order. Your lucky numbers are
6,7,4.
TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
You can make life easier for an
older member of your family.
Investments will not be as they
appear this week. Your lucky
numbers are 1,8,9.
GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
You can make money through
your own creative efforts. Problems with your boss could lead
to
unemployment. Look for
free ways to have fun. Your lucky
numbers are 8,3,9.
CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
This is not the day to be extravagant. Try to be reasonable. You
will be prone to carelessness that
could result in accidents. Your
lucky numbers are 7,4,9.
LEO
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
You will be emotional with regard
to your personal life. You may as
well work on projects that will
allow you to make progress. Your
lucky numbers are 5,9,2.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Do not invest in joint ventures.
Things will be hectic and family members will be erratic. Be
diplomatic and honest. Your lucky
numbers are 6,4,3.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
If you have to deal with large institutions, be careful not to make
waves. You will feel the limitations if you have been overdoing
it. Your lucky numbers are 9,2,1.
SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You need to keep busy doing
things that you both enjoy. Think
twice before you say something
you might regret later. Your lucky
numbers are 5,2,9.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You can get ahead if you listen. If
you’re already in a relationship,
use this added energy passionately. Travel will be favorable.
Your lucky numbers are 3,8,2.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Don’t let your mate bully you into
thinking that you owe them your
time and your life. You may find
your nights sleepless due to bad
dreams. You may as well work
on projects that will allow you to
make progress. Your lucky numbers are 6.9,5.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You need to sit back and enjoy.
Your own small business on the
side sounds pretty lucrative. You
have a unique way of doing things.
Your lucky numbers are 8,9,6.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Stay calm and listen to both sides.
Difficulties will result if you have
to deal with controversial groups.
Your lucky numbers are 5,8,4.

Did You
Know?
● There’s a company that turns
dead bodies into an ocean reef.
For those who romanticize a
burial at sea, the company Eternal Reefs offers an innovative
solution. It mixes the cremated remains of a person with concrete to
create a “pearl” onto which loved
ones can etch personal messages,
handprints or (environmentally
friendly) mementos. The pearl is
then encased in a “reef ball” that
is dropped into the sea, where it
provides a new habitat for fish and
other sea life, helping encourage
a vibrant ecosystem. The circle of
life at work! For more trivia sent
right to your inbox, sign up for our
daily newsletter.
● The name “bonobo” resulted
from a misspelling.
“Bonobo,” the common name
for apes, may sound like some
sort of translation of a meaningful term, but in fact, it was the
result of a typo. Researchers reputedly first found the animals in
the town of Bolobo, Zaire, in the
‘20s, but the name of the place
was misspelled “Bonobo” on the
shipping crate in which the animal
was placed, leading others to refer
to the animal by the name, which
stuck.

“Crossword Puzzle”
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ACROSS
1. Tortilla chip
6. European mountain range
10. Affirm
14. Abreast
15. Tidy
16. Agreeable
17. Look closely
18. Unit of pressure
19. District
20. A moderately quick tempo
22. Loyal (archaic)
23. Emanation
24. Farther along
26. Panderer
30. To make a fool of (archaic)
31. Consume
32. Smell
33. Extinct flightless bird
35. Equestrian
39. Equivalent word
41. Lava mountain
43. Run away to wed
44. Gush
46. Contributes
47. Historic period
49. A large vase
50. Fail to win
51. Associate
54. Coral barrier
56. Angers
57. Phantom
63. 53 in Roman numerals
64. Horn sound
65. AM/FM device
66. “___ we forget”
67. If not
68. Go on a buying spree
69. Kill
70. Clairvoyant
71. Tall East Indian timber trees

DOWN
1. Nil
2. Cain’s brother
3. Mobile phone
4. Possess
5. Alpha’s opposite
6. Foyers
7. Body suit
8. Role
9. A rapidly flashing light
10. Deductive
11. An small olive-grey bird
12. Sea 13. Rural area (British)
21. Reddish
25. Nobleman
26. Sit for a photo
27. Bucolic
28. Not stereo
29. Tendency
34. One who eats to excess
36. Bezel
37. Concludes
38. Thorny flower
40. Roman emperor
42. Proprietor
45. Intent
48. Wanes
51. Small mountains
52. Bay window
53. African antelope
55. Not last
58. Barbershop emblem
59. Adhesive strip
60. Notion
61. Pig sound
62. Gestures of assent

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy
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Suozzi Visits Southern Border: “Problem at the Border
has Been Going on for Decades and We Need Bipartisan
Cooperation to Finally Address it”

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021

Jamaica Queens Native Trains The
Navy’s Newest Officers

(Continued from page 1)
Suozzi and Problem Solvers
Caucus traveled to McAllen and
Mission, Texas for a 2-day visit
at the Mexico Border to assess
the situation
Caucus pledges to work to find
common ground to address immigration
On Sunday and Monday, Congressman Tom Suozzi, along with
nine other members of the Problem
Solvers Caucus traveled to the
communities of McAllen and Mission, Texas to assess the situation
at the southern border. Suozzi and
the Problem Solvers met with local officials, mayors, businesses,
non-profits, including Catholic
Charities of the Rio Grande Valley, and border patrol and local law
enforcement officials.
During their trip, Suozzi and
members of the Problem Solvers Caucus pledged to work together and find common ground
to address this on-going problem.
Suozzi first encountered the issue
as mayor of his hometown 27 years
ago when he addressed the issue
of Central American day workers gathering on street corners in
Glen Cove. Suozzi reaffirms his
commitment to work across the
aisle to keep our borders secure,
while ensuring humanity remains
a main pillar of United States immigration policy.
“The situation at our southern
border did not become a crisis
overnight. It has been both a legal
and humanitarian issue for more
than 30 years. While in McAllen
and Mission, Texas over the last
two days, I met with local officials,
mayors, businesses, not-for-profits,
charities, border patrol, and local
law enforcement; all of whom have
been working their hardest, under
incredibly difficult circumstances
to both secure our borders and
protect the most vulnerable among
us, families and young children,
from the exploitation of smugglers
and cartels,” said Suozzi. “Finger
pointing and political jabs are not
only not helpful, they distract us
from doing the job we were elected
to do; solve this very real problem.
The bipartisan Problem Solvers
Caucus is resolute in coming together to address this situation and
I call upon my colleagues in both
the House and Senate to join us.
The time is now; lives are in peril.”
More specifically, stops made
by Suozzi and the Congressional
delegation include: Catholic Charities of the Rio Grande Valley’s
Humanitarian Respite Center in
McAllen, TX, the McAllen Border
Patrol Station, the Donna Land

Story by Darwin Lam, Naval
Service Training Command
A New York City native from
the Jamaica neighborhood in
Queens trains the Navy’s future
leaders as the lead Recruit Division Commander (RDC) at
Officer Training Command in

Newport, Rhode Island (OTCN).
Master Chief Seabee Denise
N. Demontagnac applies interpersonal and leadership skills gained
from 26 years of enlisted service,
graduating from the Navy’s Senior
Enlisted Academy, and completing a Master of Business Administration degree from Excelsior
College in Albany, New York as
she trains newly indoctrinated
civilians and prior service Sailors
into becoming commissioned
Naval officers.
“The division officer and chief
petty officer relationship is very
important,” said Demontagnac.
“Being part of this command allows you to mold that dynamic
early on for new officer accessions
and reinforce that relationship in
the fleet. The RDC makes a huge
impact on students. We witness
the progress first-hand from early
stages of training through graduation.”

Combatting Anti-Asian Hate Crimes

Recently Queens District
Attorney Melinda Katz hosted
a special webinar on “Combatting Anti-Asian Hate Crimes,”
which brought together a panel
of legal experts, law enforcement representatives, and victim
advocates to discuss ways to stop
the violence.
My office is here to help and
protect victims. Below are resources that anyone can utilize to
report a crime, seek information,
or report a hateful incident:
Queens District Attorney’s
Office:

Port of Entry connecting Donna,
TX with Rio Bravo, Tamaulipas,
the U.S. Customs and Border
Protection soft-sided facility in
Donna, TX, and a Rio Grande
Boat Tour with the Texas Department of Public Safety, Operation
Lone Star.
In Congress, Suozzi is a strong
advocate for immigration reform.
Earlier this year, Suozzi made
an impassioned case for Dreamers and providing a pathway to
citizenship for Dreamers and TPS

recipients. In 2019, Suozzi wrote
an op-ed in the New York Times
calling for a grand compromise on
immigration and in 2018, Suozzi
brought a Dreamer from Long
Island to the State of the Union. In
addition, Suozzi visited the southern border in 2018 to see firsthand the impacts of the Federal
government’s inability to address
immigration reform. When he
was Mayor of Glen Cove, Suozzi
established the first Day Worker
site on the East Coast.

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato to Host Electronic
Recycling Event at District Offices
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens) announced that she will be hosting
an Electronic Recycling event
with the NYC Department of
Sanitation (DSNY). This event
will allow individuals to drop off
computers, monitors, printers/
scanners, keyboards, mice, cables, TVs, VCRs & DVD players,

phones, audio/visual equipment,
cell phones, and PDA’s for proper
recycling. However, due to safety
protocols, the Assemblywoman’s
office will not be able to accept
air conditioners, appliances, batteries and light bulbs or ballasts.
“Recycling electronics can
(Continued on page 9)

• Hate Crimes Bureau hotline:
718-286-7010
• Office of Immigrant Affairs
hotline: 718-286-6690
• Crime Victim Advocate Program: 718-286-6812; CVAP@
queensda.org
NYPD Hate Crimes Task Force:
• Email: AsianHCTF@nypd.org
• Twitter DM: @NYPDAsianHCTF; @NYPDHateCrimes
Service Providers:
• Safe Horizon Community Program Office: 718-899-1233
•
NYC - Well Mobile Crisis
Team: 1 888-692-9355
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NYC Parks Reveals Design Plans For $4.6 Million
Renovation of Gorman Playground
NYC Parks Commissioner
Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP joined
Borough President Donovan
Richards, Council Member Costa
Constantinides and Queens Community Board 3 District Manager
Giovanna Reid to unveil the design for a $4.6 million renovation
of Gorman Playground in East
Elmhurst.
“Thanks to valuable public input,
Gorman Playground will be completely transformed with new and
improved amenities that reflect the
surrounding community’s vision,”
said Commissioner Silver. “We’re
thrilled to present these designs to
local residents, and we are eager
to restore this playground for the
enjoyment of East Elmhurst’s
children and families.”
“The creative design unveiled today for Gorman Playground could
not have been developed without
the extensive and valuable input
of residents of the surrounding
community,” said Queens Borough
President Donovan Richards, Jr.
“Thanks to their valuable ideas
and feedback, their kids will soon
be able to enjoy a playground that
has been transformed into a topquality recreational space that will
delight East Elmhurst’s children for
decades to come. We look forward
to seeing this exciting design become reality.”
“Poor planning in the past
limited Jackson Heights and East
Elmhurst park space, so caring

for the parks and playgrounds we
have there is critical,” said Council
Member Costa Constantinides.
“That’s why I’m so excited that
we’ve been able to provide the
community with this design for
a beautiful new playground that
was crafted in partnership with
the neighborhood. I want to thank
Commissioner Mitchell Silver for
his support for all of our community parks.”
The goal of this project is to
reconstruct the children’s play area
to better accommodate both active
play and passive recreation. Work
will include the installation of new
play equipment for children ages 5
- 12, swings, a spray shower, game
tables, and benches. In addition,
new asphalt pathways and plantings will be installed to enhance
the playground’s landscape.
The project is funded with $4.6

million from Council Member
Costa Constantinides. Construction is anticipated to begin in Fall
2021.
First named Jackson Heights
Model Playground, a local law renamed this site to honor local civic
leader Denis P. Gorman shortly after his death in 1963. Gorman was
a well-loved and respected community advocate who devoted his time
to providing recreational facilities
for the youth of Queens. He was directly involved in the development
of this playground, served as the
Chairman of the Youth Activities
Committee and built an impressive
20 Little League baseball fields in
five months. Aside from his efforts
to increase recreational opportunities for the neighborhood, Gorman
also embarked on a political career
when he served as the Democratic
District Leader of Jackson Heights.
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Meng Commends Pop-Up Covid-19
Vaccination Site at Queens College

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) expressed her appreciation for the opening of a New York
State pop-up COVID-19 vaccination site at Queens College, which
is located in her congressional
district in Flushing.
The site will operate this Saturday and Sunday from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. Appointments are required

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic Statement
on the Opening of Pop-Up Vaccination
Site at Queens College

Daily Subway Ridership Tops Two Million For The
First Time Since Beginning of COVID-19 Pandemic
Milestone Hit as Millions of New
Yorkers are Vaccinated

In response to the news that
CUNY Queens College will serve
as a temporary pop-up COVID-19
vaccination site, Assemblywoman
Nily Rozic (D,WF-Fresh Meadows) issued the following statement:
“With an increased vaccine
supply, progress has been made
to both expand eligibility and

Daily Bus Trips Exceed 1.1 Million as Customers Continue to
Return to Transit System
MTA New York City Transit
officials announced a significant
milestone today -- 2,009,025 trips
were recorded on the subway on
April 8, the first time that more
than two million trips were taken
on the subway since the onset of
the COVID-19 pandemic in New
York City.
Ridership on buses also reflect
a resurgent New York City. Bus
ridership has regularly gone over
one million trips since July 2020,
representing more than half of
bus pre-pandemic ridership. Bus
ridership on Wednesday, April
7 – 1,155,405 – represents a new
record high since September 2020
when fare collection resumed on
buses. Preliminary data shows that
there were at least 1,118,319 trips
taken on MTA and NYC Transit
buses on April 8. The final bus
ridership count for April 8 will
be higher after additional data is
tallied.
Staten Island Railway ridership
on April 8 was 3,889, making the
total combined number of subway,
Railway and bus trips citywide at
least 3,131,233 for the day.
“Seeing more and more riders
return to the subway system gives
everyone in New York a sense of
optimism, and hope -- it’s a return
to normalcy,” said Sarah Feinberg,
Interim President of New York
City Transit. “I want to thank

and can be made through: https://
www.somosvaccinations.com.
“I’m extremely pleased that
Queens College has been selected
as a pop-up site, particularly after
I had discussed the location with
officials,” said Meng. “I thank our
partners in New York State government, the college, and our local
partners for making this happen.
We’re one step closer to getting
all our neighbors vaccinated, and
I continue my call for more vaccination sites, particularly permanent sites, to be established in my
congressional district so that the
vaccine is easily accessible to all
of my constituents.”
Late last month, a permanent
vaccination site opened at Korean
Community Services (KCS) in
Northeast Queens, in Bayside, after Meng called for more vaccine
locations in her district.

open temporary and permanent
sites in our neighborhoods—the
use of Queens College as a vaccine site is a welcome addition.
Through extensive conversations
with President Frank Wu, I know
Queens College has been ready to
serve our community as a vaccination site for quite some time and I
am pleased that they have finally
been selected to offer the Johnson
& Johnson vaccine. Now hundreds
of Queens residents will be able to
get vaccinated quickly.”
The Student Union at Queens
College, located at 152-45 Melbourne Avenue, will operate as a
pop-up vaccination site on April
10th and April 11th from 9:00am
to 5:00pm. Vaccines will be distributed by Somos Community
Care. Appointments are required
and those interested can sign up
at somosvaccinations.com or call
1-833-SOMOSNY (1-833-7666769).

AG James Applauds Decision to Send
Amazon Lawsuit Back to State Court

my NYC Transit colleagues who
continue to work tirelessly to keep
the system safe and clean as we
welcome the city back.”
“New Yorkers continue to use
the bus network for their essential
trips as we have seen throughout
this pandemic and our transit
heroes will continue to provide
robust bus service to support
New York City’s recovery,” said
Craig Cipriano, President of MTA
Bus Company and Senior VP of
the NYC Transit Department of
Buses.
This week’s subway ridership
milestone comes as the recentlypassed American Rescue Plan includes an additional $6.5 billion in
emergency funding for the MTA.
That will allow transit workers to
continue providing quality service
and safety measures as more customers return to mass transit in the
weeks and months ahead.

The MTA has undertaken
unprecedented cleaning and disinfecting protocols in the year since
the pandemic began to ensure the
system as safe as possible for its
customers. The Authority has also
rolled out robust public education
campaigns and issued millions
of masks to its customers. Mask
compliance in the system remains
high, with more than 97 percent
of customers wearing a mask
when riding mass transit. These
COVID-related measures will
remain in effect for the foreseeable
future. The MTA also rolled out
special bus routes to help customers in Queens and Brooklyn get to
vaccination sites more easily and
unveiled updates to the subway
map that allow riders to find the
nearest vaccination site throughout the city.
(Continued on page 9)

New York Attorney General Letitia James released the following
statement in response to a court’s
decision to grant her office’s motion to allow her lawsuit against

Amazon to be tried in state court,
and deny Amazon’s attempts to
have it heard in federal court:
“As we have contended all
along, Amazon has forced its employees to work in unsafe conditions throughout this pandemic, in
violation of New York state labor
laws. We are pleased with today’s
decision to allow this case to be
heard in state court, where it belongs. We look forward to making
our case and continuing our work
to protect workers.”

WE’RE HIRING!

I m m e d ia t e p os i t io n s fo r sch o o l b us d rive rs

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com
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(April 16 to April 22)
Queens celebrates Earth Day
with cleanups, plantings, sustainable tips, walks, forest therapy,
hayrides, sculpture, and special
lemonade. Additional fun includes
music, poetry, film, and delicious
BBQ.
● April 17, Crazy Talented Asians
& Friends, 8 pm. Funnyman Otter
Lee and Flushing Town Hall host
live comedy by Asian Americans
who will chronicle their quarantine
struggles through stand-up, sketch,
and storytelling.
● April 17, Earth Day Rockaway
Cleanup, 10 am. The Jamaica
Beach Rockaway Parks Conservancy and Surfrider Foundation’s
NYC Chapter lead a marsh-andshoreline cleanup of a wildlife habitat. Meet at Dubos Point Wildlife
Sanctuary, Beach 65th Street and
Bayfield Avenue, Arverne.
● April 17, Piano Prodigy, 4 pm.
Maple Grove Cemetery streams
piano virtuoso Matthew Graybil
in a concert dedicated to onetime Kew Gardens resident Josef
Lhevinne, a Russia-born pianist
who taught at The Juilliard School
after immigrating in 1919.
● April 17, QueensWay Cleanup,
10 am. Volunteers clean tracks
around the ravine in Forest Park
while making friends and learning
about the QueensWay project. Meet
across from Stop & Shop at 89-89
Union Turnpike, Glendale.
● April 17, Singin’ in the Rain
+ Magic Mike XXL, 6:30 pm.
Queens Drive-In pairs two movies
with great dancing from very different eras. New York Hall of Science Parking Lot, 47-01 111th St.,
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
● April 17, Weekend Pop-Ups,
April 18. Fletcher’s BBQ (brisket,
pulled pork, spare ribs, etc.) on
April 17. Harvest moon oysters
from Long Island’s North Fork on
April 18. The fun begins at noon on
both days. Alewife Brewery, 41-11
39th St., Sunnyside.
●
April 17, Monthly Walking
Tour, 2 pm. Stroll with staffers and
explore tulips and roses. Queens
Botanical Gardens, 43-50 Main
St., Flushing.
● April 18, Flower Patch, May
9. Visit unique floral and garden
installations. Take home a pot of
flowers and a floral-themed graband-go craft activity kit. Flower
Patch is open on April 18, April
25, May 2, and May 9. Queens
Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St.,
Flushing.
● April 18, Take A Hike: It’s
Earth Week, 1:30 pm. APEC
educator Jungle Jake leads a walk
through forested creeks nestled
along trails that come to life this
time of year. Alley Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 76th Ave.,
Oakland Gardens.
●
April 18, Close Encounters
of the Third Kind, 7 pm. Queens
Drive-in screens a classic Sci-Fi
film with 1970s charm. New York
Hall of Science Parking Lot, 4701 111th St., Flushing Meadows
Corona Park.
● April 19, An Evening of Poetry, 6 pm. Greater Astoria Historical Society celebrates National

Poetry Month with local talent,
including Queens Poet Laureate
Maria Lisella, Olena Jennings
(Poets of Queens), and an open
mic. To participate, send an email
to dgorman@astorialic.org with
“POETRY” in the subject line by
5 pm on April 19.
● April 19, Sustainable Cleaning
Tips, 6:15 pm. Katie Bryson from
the sustainable-cleaning company
Clementidy shares ways to make a
home safer and more sustainable,
including EPA-certified sanitizing
methods and non-toxic cleaning
products. Alley Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 76th Ave.,
Oakland Gardens.
● April 19, Drawing from a Distance, 7:30 pm. This monthly Noguchi Museum program examines
scenes from “Distance Noguchi,”
several fixed-perspective shorts
that show spaces where light shifts
and nature actively interacts with
sculptures. Learn introductory
drawing techniques and then settle
into a flow while creating a long
sketch.
●
April 20, Earth Day Forest
Bathing, 10:30 am. Celebrate
Earth Day with a 75-minute forest
bathing experience in the style of
the Japanese Shinrin-Yoku tradition led by certified forest therapy
guide Linda Lombardo. Alley Pond
Environmental Center, 224-65
76th Ave., Oakland Gardens.
●
April 20, A Conversation
with Julia Alvarez, 7 pm. Queens
College professor Vanessa PérezRosario leads a reading and discussion with internationally acclaimed
novelist Julia Alvarez, whose
novels include “How the García
Girls Lost Their Accents” and “In
The Time of Butterflies,” during
this Kupferberg Center for the Arts
live-stream.
● April 20, The Big Lebowski,
7 pm. Queens Drive-In shows this
Coen Brothers cult film that mixes
crime noir with absurdist comedy
and quotable one-liners. New York
Hall of Science Parking Lot, 4701 111th St., Flushing Meadows
Corona Park.
● April 21, Jamaica Bay Planting
and Cleanup, 10 am. The Jamaica
Beach Rockaway Parks Conservancy, Natural Areas Conservancy,
and NYC Parks lead a volunteer
restoration effort in Jamaica Bay
Park that includes planting native
shrubs and trees and removing debris from the shoreline and forest.
Jamaica Bay Park, Faber Terrace
and Granada Place, Bayswater.
●
April 21, Urban Ecosystem
Sunset Walk, 6 pm. Celebrate

Earth Day with a sunset walk led
by Jocelyn Perez who will discuss
the roles of parks in cities, relationships between plants and species,
and invasive plants. Alley Pond
Environmental Center, 224-65
76th Ave., Oakland Gardens.
● April 22, I See You And You
See Me, 7 pm. The world premiere of a filmed theatrical event
based on oral histories and source
material submitted to the Queens
Memory Project. Written, adapted,
and directed by Harris Doran, “I
See You and You See Me” features
stories from across the Queens
community during the earliest
days of the COVID pandemic, performed by a stellar cast of actors.
The event includes a live talkback
with the company and creators.
● April 22, Earth Day Celebration, 1:30 pm + 3 pm. Volunteers
assist with a clean-up and enjoy
apiary talks with urban beekeeper
Toby Bloch, a compost giveback,
Adopt-a-Worm composting tips
at the ConEdison Ecology booth,
tractor-drawn hayrides, a selfguided nature scavenger hunt, and
free giveaways. Queens County
Farm Museum, 73-50 Little Neck
Parkway, Glen Oaks.
● April 22, Literary Thursdays:
Charles Yu, 4 pm. Queens Public
Library streams author Charles
Yu, who talks about “Interior
Chinatown: A Novel,” which won
the National Book Award for Fiction and made the long list for the
Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in Fiction.
●
April 22, Love the Earth:
Lemonade Story Ramble, 3:15 pm.
Children pick up a glass of Earth
Day lemonade and walk along a
trail listening to “One Earth” by
Eileen Spinelli. They learn biofacts
relating to the book and get an
autographed hard copy, courtesy
of Spinelli. Alley Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 76th Ave.,
Oakland Gardens.
● April 22, Earth Day STEAM
Workshop, 3:30 pm. Artist Antonia
Perez teaches how to make assemblage sculptures from materials
that are usually discarded or put
in recycling bins during this Lewis
Latimer House Museum workshop.
● April 22, Fridays at Five, 5
pm. Flushing Town Hall launches
a new virtual gallery platform
commemorating the one-year
anniversary of its weekly Artist
Zoom Hangs. Weekly until June
30, “Fridays at Five” showcases
the artists who regularly take part
in the Hangs, supporting each other
through uncertain times.

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499

THE QUEENS TIMES

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021

Attorney General James Urges U.S. Senate to Pass the
George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021
Bill Would Reform Law Enforcement Agencies, Give State Attorneys General Statutory Authority
to Investigate Unconstitutional
Policing
New York Attorney General
Letitia James and Illinois Attorney
General Kwame Raoul today led
a coalition of 10 attorneys general
in urging the U.S. Senate to pass
H.R. 1280, the George Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 2021. The
bill would reform law enforcement
agencies nationwide, give state
attorneys general clear statutory
authority to investigate patterns
or practices of unconstitutional
policing, and the ability to acquire
data regarding use of excessive
force by officers.
“Communities all across this
country are demanding that their
government provide full justice
under the law, and they deserve a
legal system that holds those who
abuse power accountable for their

actions,” said Attorney General
James. “The George Floyd Justice
in Policing Act is a critical step
toward providing equal protection
and public safety to all Americans.
Today, I join my fellow attorneys
general in strongly urging the
Senate to pass this commonsense
measure without delay.”
The George Floyd Justice in
Policing Act of 2021 is aimed at
improving accountability and
transparency in policing practices and training. The measure
was amended to give state attorneys general authority to conduct
pattern-or-practice investigations,
particularly in the event that
the U.S. Department of Justice
(DOJ) fails to use its authority to
act. The legislation gives state attorneys general authority to issue
subpoenas as part of pattern-orpractice investigations and, when
necessary, take action in federal
district court. The legislation also
authorizes appropriations of up to

$100 million for a federal grant
program to help state attorneys
general fund pattern-or-practice
investigations during fiscal years
2021 to 2023.
In addition to enabling attorneys general to conduct patternor-practice investigations, H.R.
1280 would allow them to acquire
data about the use of excessive
force by law enforcement officers.
Such data would be especially
important when identifying law
enforcement agencies that have
above-average rates of excessive
force complaints, which can help
identify at-risk law enforcement
agencies before a devastating
incident occurs
Joining Attorneys General
James and Raoul in calling on the
Senate to pass the George Floyd
Justice in Policing Act of 2021 are
the attorneys general of Hawaii,
Maryland, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, Oregon, Virginia,
and the District of Columbia.

Rozic And State Legislators Secure Landmark State Aid For
Holocaust Survivors
(Continued from page 4)
said: “Thousands of Holocaust
survivors in New York live below
or near the federal poverty line,
and countless others are still
affected by the immeasurable
trauma they experienced as children and young adults. In a year
marked by isolation and extreme
uncertainty, it is imperative that
we protect this vitally important
group of individuals and offer
them every resource at our disposal.”
Assemblymember Daniel
Rosenthal said: “When the last of a
generation that survived unspeakable atrocities needs help we have
a duty to be there for them. We
must provide the resources that
survivors require in order for them
to live with grace and dignity, they
have earned that right. I proudly
stand with my colleagues in this
worthwhile effort.”
Assembly Member Simcha
Eichenstein said: “Making sure
that every single one of our precious Holocaust survivors are
provided for is one of our key responsibilities as legislators. Today,
as we commemorate Yom HaShoah - Holocaust Remembrance
Day, we are collectively glad to
announce this new allocation in
this year’s budget.”
Assemblyman Edward Braunstein said: “On Holocaust Remembrance Day, we renew our pledge
to never forget the horrors of the
Holocaust and vow to teach our
youngest and future generations
about the millions of lives we lost
due to anti-Semitism and intolerance taking hold. I am proud to
join my Assembly colleagues to
advocate for and deliver $1.5 million in funding dedicated to offering care, support and resources
to Holocaust survivors across the
state of New York.”
Assemblywoman Rebecca

Seawright said: “As the number
of Holocaust survivors dwindles,
we must carry on their tradition
of sharing the lessons and remembrance of the over 6 million Jews
who perished. I am proud that the
budget includes $1.5 million in
funding for Holocaust survivor
services.”
Eric S. Goldstein, CEO, UJAFederation of New York said:
“UJA-Federation of New York is
grateful for the unwavering efforts
of Assembly Member Rozic and
her colleagues in the Assembly
and Senate for their work in
securing $1.5 million to support
services for Holocaust survivors
in New York. Their commitment
to helping survivors age with dignity has resulted in this significant
investment. Because of their past
trauma, survivors often require a
special set of social, health, and
mental health services, and this
funding will make a huge difference helping these individuals.”
Danielle Ellman, CEO of Commonpoint Queens said: “We are
so grateful for Assemblywoman
Rozic’s advocacy and efforts to
provide these incredibly meaningful resources for our community’s Holocaust Survivors
and their families. It’s an honor
to work together to provide vital
programs, focusing on everything
from physical and mental health to
socialization opportunities.”
Stuart C. Kaplan, CEO, Selfhelp Community Services said:
“For Holocaust survivors, the
COVID-19 pandemic has meant
more than a year of living in isolation, experiencing trauma, and
demonstrating resilience. As we
enter what we hope will be the
final stage of the pandemic, funding and support from government
is key to ensuring that survivors
continue to age with the independence and dignity they deserve,
especially those struggling with

poverty and deteriorating health
conditions. As the largest provider
of comprehensive services to Holocaust survivors in North America, Selfhelp Community Services
sincerely thanks Assemblywoman
Nily Rozic and her colleagues in
the Assembly and Senate, along
with Governor Cuomo, for their
significant investment in this
population.”
Masha Pearl, Executive Director of The Blue Card, which assists
Holocaust survivors financially,
said: “On behalf of the over nearly
40,000 Holocaust Survivors living
in New York State, many of whom
are struggling to afford basic
necessities, The Blue Card would
like to applaud NYS Assembly
Speaker Carl Heastie, Assembly
Member Steven Cymbrowitz, Assembly Member Nily Rozic, and
all the sponsors involved in assuring that $1.5 million is allocated
to support Holocaust Survivors
living in poverty. These funds
are absolutely vital for the health
and well-being of this extremely
vulnerable population and we are
very appreciative that New York
State legislature remembers them
and supports them in these challenging times.”
The funding approved in this
year’s state budget for Holocaust
survivors residing in New York
will provide financial assistance,
mental health care, legal services,
transportation, and sensitive endof-life care.
As survivors age and navigate
expected challenges, they need
additional support for issues that
stem directly from experiences
in the Holocaust. Studies have
found that survivors face a higher
incidence of cancer, heart disease,
PTSD, and depression. More than
50% of survivors living in New
York City can be classified as
‘very poor’ or ‘near poor’ under
federal guidelines.
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Daily Subway Ridership Tops Two
Million For The First Time Since . . .
(Continued from page 7)
Prior to the pandemic, average weekday ridership totals
routinely exceeded 5.5 million in
the subway system. That figure
fell by more than 90 percent to
a low of roughly 300,000 daily
trips last April as the number of
COVID-19 cases peaked in the
New York City area. Daily bus

trips at that time were down close
to 75 percent from pre-pandemic
figures and fell to approximately
600,000 bus riders per day. New
York City Transit workers continued to provide service for the
frontline healthcare professionals
and other essential workers who
needed to get to work during some
of the most troubling days in New
York City history.

Meng Statement On Vaccination Site
At Queens Center Mall
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) today issued the following statement on the COVID-19
vaccination site at the Queens
Center Mall.
“I’m pleased to learn about this
new vaccination site at the Queens
Center Mall. This is welcome
news for the area and I thank the
Mayor for continuing to establish
more vaccine locations such as
this important site.
Other communities in my

congressional district still need a
vaccination location as well, and,
I, along with several of my government colleagues, are continuing
to call for a site in the western
portion of my district, and we will
continue to push for that to happen
and work with the city and state
on this effort.
As I have said, everybody
deserves easy access to the vaccine, and that includes all of my
constituents.”

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato
to Host Electronic Recycling Event at
District Offices
(Continued from page 6)
be difficult and confusing, so I
am glad to bring this event to my
community,” Assemblywoman
Pheffer Amato said. “I would
like to thank DSNY for their
partnership and providing our
constituent with an easy way to
recycle their appliances in an
environmentally friendly way.”
The event will take place

the week of April 19, Monday
through Friday from 9:30 am
– 4 pm in the Rockaway Beach
district office located at 95-16
Rockaway Beach Blvd. T he
Howard Beach district office
will be open for E-waste drop
off on April 22, from 9:30 – 4
pm, located 162-11 Cross Bay
Blvd. For more information, call
the Assemblywoman’s office at
718-945-9550.

Reps. Nadler and Suozzi Lead New
York Delegation in Call on House
Leadership to Repeal SALT Limitation
in Coming Tax Legislation
(Continued from page 3)

(D-NY), Joseph Morelle (D-NY),
Sean Patrick Maloney (D-NY),
and Ritchie Torres (D-NY).
“ Re p e al i ng t he SA LT
limitation is a question of fundamental fairness. With the SALT
limitation in place, New Yorkers—who already send $40 billion
more in taxes to federal coffers
than the state receives in return—
face the manifestly unfair risk of
being taxed twice on the same
income,” said Congressman Jerrold Nadler. “Now, as New York
State reckons with the vast economic impact of COVID-19,
including a workforce depletion
of more than one million jobs,
eliminating the SALT limitation
is imperative. I and many of my
colleagues from New York stand

prepared to work with House
Leadership to restore the SALT
deduction. We are equally prepared to oppose any legislation
that fails to do so.”
“Our effort to restore the
SALT deduction is gaining momentum. My thanks to Chairman Nadler, the Dean of the NY
delegation, for his leadership and
all of my NY colleagues that are
fighting for New Yorkers,” said
Congressman Tom Suozzi. “The
cap on the SALT deduction has
been a body blow to New York and
middle-class families throughout
the country. Over the coming
months we will work with House
Leadership and the White House
to highlight the middle-class families unfairly hurt by the SALT cap.
At the end of the day, we must fix
this injustice. No SALT, no deal.”

MTA Bridges and Tunnels to Repave
Queens Midtown Tunnel
One of Two Tubes Will Be Closed
for Two Weekends in April, Other
Tube to Remain Open During
Closures with One Lane in Each
Direction, Motorists Encouraged
to Use Alternate Route if Possible
MTA Bridges and Tunnels announced that for two weekends in
April, one of the two tubes of the

Queens Midtown Tunnel will be
closed to accommodate milling
and repaving of the roadway. The
Manhattan-bound (north) tube
will be closed from Friday, April
16, at 11 p.m. through Monday,
April 19, at 5 a.m. The Queensbound (south) tube will be closed
(Continued on page 10)
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Climate Jobs NY Statement on New York’s
Historic Renewable Energy Job Standards
The budget deal that
passed recently represents a
crucial step forward for promoting good family-sustaining, community-supporting
union jobs in the renewableenergy sector. We applaud
Governor Cuomo, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins,
Speaker Heastie, and other
key legislative leaders for
adopting ground-breaking
labor standards and economic-development provisions
addressing construction, operations and maintenance,
and manufacturing work in
the sector.
Since our founding, Climate Jobs NY has prioritized climate action—from
New York’s commitment
to procure 9,000 megawatts
of offshore wind power to
doubling funding for solar on
schools and beyond. And as
we continue to push for action
at the scale climate science
demands, we must ensure
that our collective investments both take on climate
change and lift up New York
workers and communities.
The budget bill passed
today includes:
•
Prevailing wage and
project labor agreement requirements for construction
on renewable-energy projects
that are 5 megawatts or larger
• For operations and maintenance work, a requirement that system owners on
projects 5 megawatts and
larger enter into labor peace
agreements
• A requirement that covered projects buy American
steel and iron where feasible
• Provisions to incentivize procurement of New
York State renewable energy
equipment and supplies
We applaud today’s decisive action for New York
workers and communities,
and we look forward to continuing to work with our
allies to build a clean-energy
economy in New York that
works for everyone, with
good union jobs, more equitable communities, and a
more resilient New York.
Gary LaBarbera, President
of the New York State Building & Construction Trades
Council and Climate Jobs
NY Director, said, “This is
excellent news for New York.
This accomplishment reinforces that good middle-class
careers with benefits must
be—and now will be—central to our state’s sustainable
economy. We’re grateful to
Governor Cuomo, Assembly
Speaker Heastie and Senate
Majority Leader Stewart
Cousins for their continued
advocacy in support of our
working men and women,
and we look forward to continuing to work with these
exceptional leaders in creating good jobs and economic
opportunity as we build towards the future.”
Vincent Alvarez, President
of the New York City Central
Labor Council, AFL-CIO,

and Climate Jobs NY Director, said, “We commend
Governor Cuomo, Majority
Leader Stewart-Cousins, and
Speaker Heastie for their
leadership in moving this
groundbreaking legislation,
which will not only ensure
that we’re addressing the
climate crisis, but also creating good union jobs at all
stages of work throughout the
renewable energy system.”
Mario Cilento, President
of the New York State AFLCIO and Climate Jobs NY
Executive Committee member, said, “This is a tremendous victory that was made
possible by working closely
with our partners to address
climate change in a way that
will result in the creation of
solid jobs utilizing a highly
skilled workforce. We have
set a high bar by securing
historic labor standards that
include prevailing rate, labor peace, Buy American
and Buy New York when
renewable energy credits
are awarded on large-scale
projects.”
Dennis Trainor, Vice President for CWA District One
and Climate Jobs NY Executive Committee member,
said, “This year’s budget deal
takes a huge step towards
ensuring that jobs created
by New York’s massive investment in offshore wind
power—both temporary assembly and construction jobs
and long-term operations,
maintenance and manufacturing jobs—will be good
jobs covered by high labor
standards. We are particularly excited that the package
contains important incentives
to source wind turbine manufacturing in-state, and that
New York State is leveraging
its investment to jump-start
an in-state green manufacturing supply chain.”
William Lynn, International Union of Operating
Engineers Local 30 Business
Manager, IUOE International
Vice President, and Climate
Jobs NY Executive Committee member, said, “The
foundation of a renewable
energy economy must be
family sustaining, unionized jobs throughout every
project. IUOE Local 30 members operate and maintain
the power generation sector
in New York State and we
applaud our elected leaders
in Albany for sharing in our
vision of what a just economy
means – one committed to
not only what is good for our
environment, but also committed to solid union jobs
that create strong communities and a voice for workers.
The labor standards included
in this bill for construction
workers as well as operations
and maintenance workers
will go a long way to creating
a just economy in this sector.”
John R. Durso, President
of the Long Island Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO, and
Climate Jobs NY Executive

Committee member, said,
“New York State has led the
nation in the scope and scale
of building a clean energy
economy. The firm commitments in the state budget
for strong labor standards,
including project labor agreements, labor peace agreements, buy American provisions and Build New York
incentives will set the stage
for economic recovery. These
protections ensure working
people will benefit from an
improved environment and
share in the prosperity created by investments in the
renewable energy sector.”
Jeff Vockrodt, Executive
Director of Climate Jobs
NY, said, “These basic labor
standards and economicdevelopment provisions are
foundational for us as we
continue to push for investment in climate action and
green infrastructure at the
scale science demands. We
applaud Majority Leader
Stewart-Cousins, Speaker
Heastie, and other key legislative leaders, as well as Governor Cuomo and his team
for securing these standards
for New York workers in the
clean-energy economy.”
Julie Tighe, President of the
New York League of Conservation Voters, said, “New
York is on a path to a green
recovery. With a budget that
prioritizes good paying clean
energy jobs and invests in
environmental programs
that will put families back
to work, our state is fighting
both the climate and fiscal
crisis. Sustainability and the
green economy have always
been inextricably linked, and
these important job standards
are proof of that. We thank
Governor Cuomo, Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins,
and Speaker Heastie for their
leadership.”
Rich Schrader, New York
Policy and Legislative Director at the Natural Resources
Defense Council, said, “Connecting renewable energy
projects with livable wage
standards in New York is a
win-win for the environment,
for workers, and for the economic recovery of the state.
Promoting clean energy is essential to meeting the state’s
climate goals, and working
men and women supporting that fight deserve good
opportunities and equitable
treatment.”
Allison Considine, Sierra
Club NY Campaign Representative, said, “Renewable
energy is the future, and tying that future to good jobs
with benefits is crucial to
ensuring that as New York
becomes a leader in sustainability, we also become a
leader in fairness, equity,
and opportunity for working people. Sustainability
and the green economy have
always been inextricably
linked together, and these
important job standards are
proof of that.”
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Meng Joins Senate Majority Leader Schumer,
House Speaker Pelosi And Colleagues To Call
For Passage of Her Covid-19 Hate Crimes Act to
Address Anti-Asian Hate
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng
(D-NY), First Vice Chair
of the Congressional Asian
Pacific American Caucus
(CAPAC), joined Senate
Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-NY), House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-

CA), Senator Mazie Hirono
(D-HI) and Rep. Andy Kim
(D-NJ) to call for the passage of Meng’s COVID-19
Hate Crimes Act which
seeks to help combat the ongoing bigotry and violence
directed towards Asian

Americans.
Meng reintroduced the
legislation last month and
President Biden recently
issued a statement saying
he supports the measure,
and called on Congress to
pass it.

MTA Bridges and Tunnels to Repave Queens
Midtown Tunnel
(Continued from page 9)
the following weekend,
from Friday, April 23, at 11
p.m. through Monday, April
26, at 5 a.m.
During each weekend tube closure, the other
tube will remain open with
one lane in each direction.
There will also be partial
weekend tube closures during overnight periods for
additional related work the
weekends of April 30-May
3 and May 7-10.

The repaving work means
drivers will benefit from
a smoother and improved
driving surface and clear
newly striped lane marking
lines.
Signage will be in place to
alert customers, and NYPD
Traffic Enforcement Agents
will be posted to manage
traffic. Motorists should
allow extra time and use an
alternate route if possible.
The MTA encourages
motorists to sign up at www.
mymtaalerts.com for e-mail

or text alerts about work at
MTA Bridges and Tunnels.
Given the large number of
vehicles that cross through
the Queens Midtown Tunnel each day, the roadways
in the tubes need to be
repaved every few years to
maintain a smooth driving
surface. The tubes were
last repaved as part of the
three-year effort to rebuild
the tunnel after Superstorm
Sandy, which was completed in July 2018—nine
months ahead of schedule.

Earth Week at FMCP 2021 Sunday, April 18
thru Saturday, April 24
Free. Registration required. Times sent when you register
Sunday, April 18: The Birds, The Reeds, and You!
Sunday, April 28: Brighten Up the Dolan Trail
Monday, April 19: Mulch and Clean the Green
Tuesday, April 20: April Showers at the Rain Garden
Wednesday, April 21: Walk with Purpose at the Bay
Thursday, April 22: The Birds, The Reeds, and You!
Thursday, April 22: Revive the Garden of Meditation
Friday, April 23: Beauty Among the Thorns
Saturday, April 24: Spring Serenity Planting
Celebrate Earth Day all week long when Flushing Meadows Corona Park presents
a series of volunteer events for everyone.
Visit to register: http://allianceforfmcp.org/volunteer-opportunites

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of JING
LEI HOME LLC. Articles of
Org. filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY)
on 3/30/2021. Office located
in Queens County. SSNY
has been designated for
service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to:
141 0 8 14 T H AV E N U E
WHITESTONE, NY 11357.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021

Notice of Formation of KLT
VENDING LLC. Arts of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/08/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 612 Beach 64th
Street, Arverne, NY 11692.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021

Legal Notice – Anne Marie
Schemitsch
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF
NEW YORK COUNT Y OF
QUEENS
In the matter of MARIS ROSS
GORDON
As Guardian for the Person and
Property of
ANNE MARIE SCHEMITSCH
An incapacitated person
Index No.: 701022/2021
Pursuant to the order of the
Supreme Court.
A sale will oc cur at the
courthouse Part
25G, 88-11 Sutphin Blvd.,
Jamaica,
New York, 11433 at 9:30 AM on
May 4, 2021,
B o r o u g h a n d C o u nt y of
Queens, City and State
of New York, Block: 03844
Lot: 0009,
Link for auction:
www.tinyurl/
QSCPART25MOTIONS
Gordon & Gordon, P.C.
Guardian of A nne Mar ie
Schemitsch
108-18 Queens Blvd., 6th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-7070
Broker Tom Macaluso
718-894-5000
4/8,15,22&29/2021

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC). Name:
El Silencio Roasting Co. LLC.
Articles of Organization filing
date with Secretary of State
(SSNY) was 02/08/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to
El Silencio Roasting Co. LLC,
30-44 83rd St, 2nd Floor, East
Elmhurst, NY 11370. Purpose is
to engage in any lawful purpose.
Latest date upon which LLC is
to dissolve: No specific date.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021

Win Bridal Expo, LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 3/31/2021.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 149-35
177th St., Ste. 102, Jamaica,
NY 11434. General Purpose.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021
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File No.: 2019-1368/D
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To: Donald Sharpe,
Charles Taibi,
Attorney General of the State
of New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at law
and assignees of MAURICE A.
FLETCHER, deceased, or their
estates, if any there be, whose
names, places of residence
and post office addresses are
unknown to the petitioner and
cannot with due diligence be
ascertained
Barbara Tapper, if living and
if dead, to their heirs at law,
next of kin and distributees
whose names and places of
residence are unknown and
if they died subsequent to
the decedent herein, to their
executors, administrators,
legatees, devisees, assignees
and successors in interest
whose names and places of
residence are unknown and
cannot be ascertained after due
diligence.
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Kate Christoforatos, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate of
MAURICE A. FLETCHER,
deceased, who at the time of
death was a resident of 96-04
57th Avenue, Apt. 4H, Corona,
NY 11366, in the County of
Queens, State of New York.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens
C o u n t y, w h o m a i n t a i n s
her office at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens
County, New York 11435, as
Administrator of the Estate of
MAURICE A. FLETCHER,
deceased, you and each of
you are hereby cited to show
cause before the Surrogate
at the Surrogate’s Court of
the County of Queens, to be
held at the Queens General
Courthouse, 6th Floor, 88-11
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
City and State of New York, on
the 27thday of May, 2021 at 9:30
o’clock in the forenoon, why the
Account of Proceedings of the
Public Administrator of Queens
County, as Administrator of
the Estate of said deceased,
a copy of which is attached,
should not be judicially settled,
and why the Surrogate should
not fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $8,833.18 and that the Court
fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on
this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the
within accounting; and why the

Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules A,
A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account,
as the fair and reasonable
amount payable to the Office
of the Public Administrator for
the expenses of said office
pursuant to S.C.P.A. §1106(3);
and why the petitioner should
not be authorized to retain the
sum of $25,000.00to satisfy
the contingent and possible
claim of Donald Sharpe and
court referee Charles Taibi for
a period of 6 months from the
date of the decree to be settled
hereon; and why, upon service
on the petitioner of an Order
from the New York Supreme
Court fixing the legal fees and
commissions of Donald Sharpe
and court referee Charles Taibi,
for services rendered to the
decedent, petitioner should not
be further authorized to pay
Donald Sharpe and court referee
Charles Taibi said amount not
to exceed$25,000.00; and
why if Donald Sharpe and
Charles Taibi, should fail to
obtain an order from the New
York Supreme Court fixing his
legal fee and commissions
for services rendered to the
decedent within six months from
the Notice of Entry of the decree
to be settled hereon, the amount
retained by the petitioner shall
be distributed as set forth in
the petition; and why each of
you claiming to be a distributee
of the decedent should not
establish proof of your kinship;
and why the balance of said
funds should not be paid to said
alleged distributees upon proof
of kinship, or deposited with
the Commissioner of Finance
of the City of New York should
said alleged distributees default
herein, or fail to establish proof
of kinship.
Dated, Attested and Sealed
22nd day of March, 2021
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
JAMES LIM BECKER
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
TH E CO U RTH O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
4/8,15,22&29/2021

Notice of formation of TED
ELY STUDIO LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 02/01/2021. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 3401 3 8 t h Ave n u e, S t e 9,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021

NOTICE OF FORMATION
O F LI M I T E D LI A B I LI T Y
COMPANY. NAME: GOTHAM
CITY EVENTS, LLC. Articles
of Organization were filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York SSNY on 16th of
March 2011. Office location:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process
to the LLC, United States
Corporation Agents, Inc.,
7014 13th Avenue, Suite 202,
Brooklyn, NY 11228. Purpose:
For any law f ul pur pose.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021

Notice of formation of MARC
ESPOSITO LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 02/08/2021.
Of fice located in Queens
Count y. SSNY has been
designated for ser vice of
process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC 84-54 Radnor
Street, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021

Big Dog Auto Parts LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/11/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Michael Levine, 2511 41st Ave., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021

ANNA ISABEL FRECHETTEHAGAN, LCSW, PLLC, a Prof.
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 02/25/2021. Office
loc: Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 34-48
81st Street, Apt. 41, Jackson
Heights, NY 11372. Purpose:
To Practice The Profession Of
Licensed Clinical Social Work.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021
Notice of formation of
C O O K I N G A N D O PER A
LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of
State of New York SSNY on
1/6/2021. Office located in
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC 17703 112th
Ave. Jamaica, NY 11433.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
Notice of Formation of Costume
Smile Club LLC. Art. of Org.
filed Sec’y of State (SSNY)
3/24/21. O f f ic e loc ation:
Queens Co. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: c/o Dynamic Dental
Work LLC, 175-15 Jamaica
Ave, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
4/ 8,15,22,29, 5/6&13/2021
Notice of Formation of WELA
VENTURES LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/22/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 21-15 27th
Street, C1, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/8,15,22,29,5/6&13/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
K I N G D O M M OTI VATI O N
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
o n 0 2 / 0 9 / 2 0 2 1. O f f i c e
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
229-19 Merrick Boulevard,
Laurelton, NY 11413-2108.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021

Notice of Formation of
GOLDEN GROUP REALTY,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 04/01/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 87-86 202
Street, Hollis, NY 11423.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/8,15,22,29,5/6&13/2021
Ready Solutions LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/22/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Karen Jackson,
188-42 120th Rd., St. Albans,
NY 11412. General Purpose.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
9 0 0 W YCKOFF AVENUE
INDUSTRIAL LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/11/21.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. Princ. office of LLC:
2818 Steinway St., Ste. 3,
Astoria, NY 11103-3349. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to Corporation
Service Co., 80 State St.,
A lbany, N Y 12 207-25 4 3.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021
Notice is hereby given that
a license, number 1334488
for liquor, wine, beer & cider
has been applied for by the
undersigned to sell liquor, wine,
beer & cider at retail in a restaurant
under the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Law at 1050 Wyckoff
Avenue, Ridgewood, NY 11385
for on premises consumption.
4/8&15/2021
Notice of Qual. of 90 AVE
REALTY DE LLC, Authority filed
with the SSNY on 02/24/2021.
Office loc: Queens County. LLC
formed in DE on 02/19/2021.
SSNY is designated as agent
upon whom process against the
LLC may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The LLC, 3506
Leavitt Street CF-A, Flushing,
NY 11354. Address required
to be maintained in DE: 310
Alder Road, Dover, DE 19904.
Cert of Formation filed with
DE Div. of Corps, 401 Federal
St., Ste 4, Dover, DE 19901.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021

Notice of formation of Red
Strawberries Property, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York, SSNY on December
28, 2020. Office located in
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated for service of
process. SSNY shall mail a copy
of any process served against
the LLC to: 7014 13th Ave.
Ste. 210, Brooklyn, NY 11228.
Purpose: Asset Management.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
41 - 0 5 2 9 T H S T R E E T
MEMBER LLC, Art. Of Org.
filed with SSNY 2/3/21. Office
Location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
for process. SSNY shall mail
a copy of any process to:
c/o SB Development NYC
LLC, 5 -26 46th Ave., 2A,
L.I.C., NY 11101. Purpose:
Any lawful act or activity.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
Notice of formation of
APPLEBAUM KATZ BRODSKY
PLLC. Art. of Org. filed with
the Sec. of State of New York
(SSNY) on 2/8/21. Office located
in Queens County. SSNY
designated for service of process.
SSNY shall mail process served
against LLC to 751 Henry Road,
Far Rockaway, NY 11691.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
Notice of formation of KSW
Consulting Ser vices LLC.
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York SSNY on 03/02/2021.
Office located in Queens.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 11820
Oc ean Promenade Suite
8A Belle Harbor, NY 11694.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/11,18,25,4/1,8&15/2021
43-10 ORIENT AVE LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 03/08/21. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 43-18 Orient
Avenue, Little Neck, NY 11363.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021
602 Beach LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 1/15/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to 304 Crossbay
Blvd., Broad Channel, NY
11693. General Purpose.
3/18,25,4/1,8,15&22/2021

Notice of formation of MZM
UNITED LLC. Ar ticles of
Organization Filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 01/13/2021. Office
located in Queens. SSNY has
been designated for service
of process. SSNY Shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC. 163-16 21st
Rd Whitestone, NY 11357.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021
Notice of Formation of GENIUS
CONSULTING LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/02/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 140-21 31st Road,
Apt 5E, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
DOUBLE DIAMOND REALTY
2 LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 03/11/21.
Office: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 41- 07 162nd
Street, Flushing, NY 11358.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Notice of Formation of Grayson
MDL Member LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 3/17/21. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o Muss Development,
LLC, 118-35 Queens Blvd,
Fo r e st H i l l s, N Y 11375 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Notice of Formation of AYA
K AT O P H O T O G R A P H Y
L.L.C. Ar ts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 01/26/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
44-28 Purves Street, #32F,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Notice of Formation of UNIQUE
UNLIMITED LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/8/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 134-19 135th Street,
South Ozone Park, NY 11420.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021

PAGE 12

THE QUEENS TIMES

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 2021

