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Retired People No Longer Need
To File Tax Return For $1200
Economic Impact Check
The federal government has changed the policy for retired
individuals and those receiving Social Security Disability
regarding the $1,200 Economic Impact Payment. The recent
change no longer requires them to file a simple tax return to
be eligible.
Social Security recipients who are not typically required to
file a tax return now need to take NO ACTION to receive their
$1,200, even if they did not file tax returns in 2018 or 2019.
Recipients will receive these payments as a direct deposit or by
paper check, just as they would normally receive their benefits.
Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) recipients are also
part of the group who don’t need to take action.
“This removes a burden off older and disabled Americans
who were originally told they needed to file a simple tax
return to receive their $1,200 economic impact checks. By
making this change, the administration has cut government
bureaucracy and made it easier for millions of Americans to
obtain their checks. It’s important we get this information and
the following warnings about scams to every senior citizen
in our community.”
For security reasons, it is important for citizens to note that
the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) plans to mail a letter about
the Economic Impact Payment to the taxpayer’s last known
address within 15 days after the payment is paid. The letter
(Continued on page 9)

NY MTA’s ‘Temperature Brigade’
Tests Employee Temperatures

By Joseph M. Calisi
The MTA began to literally take
their employee’s temperatures as
they entered MTA facilities at
22 locations in connection with

the COVID-19 (Coronavirus).
Medically trained personnel from
NYC Transit safety and security
personnel, LIRR fire marshals and
(Continued on page 11)
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“Fuel the Frontlines” Supports Hospital Workers

A two-week extension and expansion of “Fuel the Frontlines”, the joint initiative in
partnership with the Queens Economic Development Corporation (QEDC) and the
Queens Night Market to provide thousands of ready-to-go, See story on page 2.

Louis Armstrong House Museum
in Corona Launches Online Tour of
Massive Collection

The Louis Armstrong House Museum (LAHM) located in Corona has launched an online
portal “That’s My Home,” a new online exhibition. See story on page 2.
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“Fuel the Frontlines” Supports Hospital Workers
(Continued from page 1)
Acting Queens Borough President Sharon Lee has announced
a two-week extension and expansion of “Fuel the Frontlines”,
the joint initiative in partnership
with the Queens Economic Development Corporation (QEDC)
and the Queens Night Market to
provide thousands of ready-to-go,
individually-packaged “homecooked” meals to hospital and now
EMS workers on the frontlines of
battling the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the days since the March
29 launch of the initial week-long
initiative, “Fuel the Frontlines”
raised over $20,000 ranging in donations between $5 to $4,000 from
numerous individual and corporate donors, including QEDC, the
Queens Night Market, Blue Cross
Blue Shield and mobile game app
HQ Trivia.
The donations thus far provide
for the extension of the original
week-long initiative to run an
additional two weeks through
Friday, April 17, and expands the
meal deliveries to seven EMS stations across Queens to feed the
borough’s first responders on the

frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic. EMS workers have been
overburdened in recent weeks by
significant staffing shortages and
a record high volume of 911 calls
— reportedly more than 6,000 per
day at times over the course of the
public health crisis.
In the initiative’s first week
between March 29 and April 3 —
fully funded by Borough President
Lee — 2,000 meals were cooked
and packaged by 12 local food
service companies and delivered to
frontline workers across Queens’
nine hospitals. The meals are packaged in individual containers, to be
kept refrigerated to be heated and
eaten at the workers’ convenience.
During the extension to April
17, packaged meals will continue
to be prepared by small businesses
either enrolled in QEDC’s innovative Entrepreneur Space (E-Space)
commercial kitchen incubator
in Long Island City or vendors
who participate in the seasonal
Queens Night Market in Flushing
Meadows Corona Park — some
of whom will continue to prepare
meals at Kommissary, a commercial kitchen in Long Island City.
The Port Authority of New York

and New Jersey will continue to
transport many of the meals to
the hospitals and EMS stations.
Both QEDC and the Queens Night
Market will continue to waive any
administrative costs associated
with the “Fuel the Frontlines”
initiative for participating small
businesses.
“Fuel the Frontlines” aims to
both support the tireless medical professionals working long,
difficult hours on the frontlines,
while also supporting Queens’
small businesses facing severe
economic disruption stemming
from social distancing measures
taken to combat the public health
crisis. Unemployment claims
have reached historic levels over
the last three weeks, with more
than 792,000 claims filed in New
York State and more than 16 million filed nationwide between the
weeks ending March 21 and April
4, according to the federal Department of Labor.
“Fuel the Frontlines” hopes
to continue inspiring subsequent
funding commitments from corporate and individual sponsors
in order to extend or expand the
initiative.

Suozzi, King, Jeffries, Reed, Gottheimer and Smith
Lead Unanimous Bipartisan Delegations Demanding More
Federal Aid for States Hit Hardest by COVID-19
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Letter asks Speaker Pelosi and
Leader McConnell for a separate
$40 billion fund distributed to
States based on rate of infection
and not JUST population
On Friday, New York Members
Congressman Tom Suozzi (NY03), Congressman Peter King
(NY-02), Congressman Hakeem
Jeffries (NY-08) and Congressman Tom Reed (NY-23) and New
Jersey Members Congressman
Josh Gottheimer (NJ-05), and
Congressman Chris Smith (NJ04), sent a bipartisan letter with
100% of each state’s delegations
to Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Leader Mitch McConnell. The
delegations unanimously request
the creation of a separate fund of
at least $40 billion in the interim
emergency COVID-19 relief package and that it be allocated among
the states based upon their share
of the national infection rate according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention tracking
data on April 10, 2020.

New York and New Jersey
are the epicenters of the current
pandemic. As of April 10, both
states have a combined number
of 208,100 cases of COVID 19,
or 45% of all COVID-19 cases
in the country (more confirmed
cases than the next 18 states
combined). However, federal aid
is not currently being allocated
proportionally to the impact of the
virus, meaning that the hardest hit
states are not being given the help
they need in the current battle. For
example, in the first $30 billion
of Federal Coronavirus Aid for
hospitals, New York only received
6% of the money, despite having
approximately 35% of the cases.
New Jersey only received 3% of
the money, despite having approximately 10-11% of the cases.
In the letter, the Members wrote:
“The current and historical
funding formulas used by the
federal government are insufficient in the face of this global
epidemic. New York and New
Jersey need substantial emergency

funding in order to fill budgetary
holes for critical services during
this crisis. Without adequate, and
proportional assistance, we fear
that our states will be forced to
cut services, such as health care,
education, nutrition, first responders, free and fair elections, and
transportation.”
In addition to Suozzi, King,
Gottheimer, Smith, Jeffries, and
Reed, the bipartisan group of
members who signed the letter includes: Kathleen Rice, Lee Zeldin,
Gregory Meeks, Grace Meng,
Nydia Velázquez, Yvette Clarke,
Jerry Nadler, Carolyn Maloney,
Adriano Espaillat, Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez, José Serrano,
Sean Patrick Maloney, Antonio
Delgado, Paul Tonko, Elise Stefanik, Anthony Brindisi, John
Katko, Joe Morelle, Brian Higgins, Donald Norcross, Jeff Van
Drew, Andy Kim, Frank Pallone,
Tom Malinowski, Albio Sires,
Bill Pascrell, Donald M. Payne,
Jr., Mikie Sherrill, and Bonnie
Watson Coleman.

Louis Armstrong House Museum in Corona Launches
Online Tour of Massive Collection
(Continued from page 1)
The Louis Armstrong House
Museum (LAHM) has launched
“That’s My Home,” a new online
exhibition that shares with homebound citizens around the globe
a glimpse into Louis’s life at his
home in Corona, Queens, where
he lived the last 40 years of his
life. LAHM’s Research Collections Director, Ricky Riccardi,
has been hard at work with the
Museum’s staff to create an online
portal documenting Armstrong’s
life at home through archival
footage, rare photographs, and
priceless audio from Armstrong’s
own private reel-to-reel tapes. In

the coming weeks, the site will
add virtual tours of the home (a
national landmark), livestream
panel discussions, and more.
“For 25 years, Queens College
has proudly preserved the Louis
Armstrong Research Collections
and has opened their doors to
anyone with an interest in this
monumental artist,” says Jeff
Rosenstock, Queens College’s Assistant Vice President for Governmental Affairs and LAHM’s Acting Director. “Today we celebrate
the precious time Satchmo spent
at home in Corona, Queens, as we
spend time at home ourselves. We
hope that we can all draw inspiration from Armstrong’s love for his

neighborhood, his community,
and New York, his adopted city.”
This year indeed marks the
25th anniversary of the LAHM’s
opening of the iconic jazz musician’s archives to the public. The
Louis Armstrong House Research
Collections constitutes the world’s
largest archives for a single jazz
musician. The core of the collections is the Louis Armstrong
Collection made up of the artifacts
and materials found in the Armstrong House after the passing of
Louis and Lucille and donated by
the Louis Armstrong Educational
Foundation to Queens College/
(Continued on page 4)
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Suozzi, King, Engel Lead Entire Bipartisan New York
Congressional Delegation in Demanding More Federal
Money For Our Hospitals
Congressman Tom Suozzi
(D–Long Island, Queens), Congressman Peter King (R–NY-02),
and Congressman Eliot Engel
(D–NY-16) and every Member
of the New York Delegation, sent
a bipartisan letter to Secretary of
Health and Human Services Alex
Azar and Centers for Medicare
& Medicaid Services Administrator Seema Verma asking for
New York’s hospitals to be to be
prioritized for funding that was
appropriated by Congress in the
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES)
Act. The letter was signed by
every Democrat and Republican
in the N.Y. Congressional Delegation.
New York has been impacted
by the pandemic far more than
any other state. As of today, 35%
of the nation’s confirmed cases
and 42% of the nation’s deaths

have occurred in New York. Despite the disproportionate burden
that New York’s hospitals and
health care workers have faced
in addressing COVID-19, HHS
and CMS have indicated that
they plan to distribute funding
to hospitals across the country
based on Medicare payment data
from prior years that does not
account for the pandemic. Such
a decision would threaten the
financial standing of our state’s
hospitals and threaten the lives of
our state’s heroic front line health
care workers.
In the letter, the Members
wrote:
“As Members of the New York
Congressional Delegation who
represent the state most severely
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic, we strongly urge you to
reconsider your decision on how
to allocate vital funding to hos-

pitals. Despite the disproportionate scale of the COVID-19 crisis
in New York, the Department
of Health and Human Services
(HHS) has apparently chosen not
to give New York priority when
distributing funding appropriated
by Congress as part of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act.”
In addition to Suozzi, King,
and Engel, the bipartisan group
of Members who sig ned the
letter includes: Kathleen Rice,
Lee Zeldin, Gregor y Meeks,
Grace Meng, Nydia Velázquez,
Hakeem Jeffries, Yvette Clarke,
Jerry Nadler, Carolyn Maloney,
Adriano Espaillat, Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez, José Serrano,
Nita Lowey, Sean Patrick Maloney, Antonio Delgado, Paul
Tonko, Elise Stefanik, Anthony
Brindisi, Tom Reed, John Katko,
Joe Morelle, and Brian Higgins.

Statement by Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz on
Coronavirus-Inspired Hate Crimes
Queens is arguably the most
diverse county in the world and
home to the largest immigrant
population in New York City.
This diversity is our strength and
makes Queens County an amazing
place to live, work and visit. We
are the World’s Borough and hate
crimes have no place here. Crimes
motivated by hate are an attack on
all of us. When perpetrators commit a hate crime, they can inflict
serious physical and psychological
harm on their victims. But, more
than that, they send a message of
fear and terror to everyone who
shares the victim’s trait.
The spread of COVID-19 has
generated concern that more hate
crimes will arise out of prejudice and fear. We are working
with the New York City Police
Department’s Hate Crimes Task
Force and our local precincts to
combat these crimes. I want to
assure all those of Queens County
that we will vigorously prosecute
any hate crime motivated by the

coronavirus.
WHAT YOU CAN DO:
Immediately reporting incidents of hate crimes is critical.
Data gathered from reported
incidents helps law enforcement
and elected officials anticipate
and allocate resources to combat
hate crimes.
• If you witness a hate crime, believe that you are a victim or fear
that you are about to be a victim
call 911 immediately.
• To report past crimes or incidents: call your local police
precinct or the Queens District
Attorney’s Office of Immigrant
Affairs at: 718-286-6690 or email:
OIA@Queensda.org Translators
are on standby to assist.
• To report or file a civil discrimination or harassment complaint:
Call 311 and state you are calling
about a “human rights” issue or
Contact the New York State Attorney General’s Office at (800)
771-7755 or email: Civil.Rights@
AG.NY.gov

At no time will an NYPD
officer or the Queens District
Attorney’s Office ask you about
your immigration status, religious
beliefs or sexual orientation when
you report a crime.
When you speak with the police, make sure to report any offensive threats or statements that
the perpetrator said to you during
the incident.
If possible, photograph, record,
or document any injury, graffiti or
objects that the perpetrator may
have used to commit the alleged
crime.
It is also helpful to remember
any unique physical descriptions
of the alleged attacker such as
tattoos, scars, clothing or shoe
colors, and piercings.
Most importantly, stay safe
and healthy during this pandemic.
And know that we will get through
these trying times together and
that the Queens District Attorney’s Office is always available to
help in your time of need.

Meng And Espaillat Call For Key Food Assistance Program
To Allow Hot Food Purchases

U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (D-NY)
and Adriano Espaillat (D-NY) today called for a key food assistance
program to include hot food during
the COVID-19 pandemic.
In a letter they led to U.S. Agriculture Secretary Sonny Perdue,
the lawmakers urged the agency
to allow Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
beneficiaries to purchase hot food
from retailers for the duration of
the coronavirus crisis. Currently,
SNAP benefits do not cover hot
food.

“As the COVID-19 outbreak
forces families to endure financial
hardships, we must make sure that
nobody goes hungry, and that all
New Yorkers, and those throughout
the nation, can still put food on the
table,” said Rep. Meng. “Granting a waiver that allows SNAP
participants to purchase hot food
would provide needed flexibility
during this pandemic, and help
ease the burden they currently
face in providing nutritious meals
to their families. Permitting the
purchase of hot food would also
make it easier for many essential
frontline workers to do their jobs
since these employees who are
SNAP beneficiaries would not be
forced to cook full meals during
this difficult time. I urge Secretary
Perdue to act swiftly and I await his
response to our letter.”
“In the midst of this crisis, over
16 million Americans have filed
for unemployment benefits in a
two-week time span, and that num-

ber will unfortunately continue to
rise,” said Rep. Espaillat. “Under
normal circumstances, benefits
provided through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) cannot be used to purchase
hot food, however, during this ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, families are facing unprecedented needs
and challenges. We are calling on
the U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) to issue hot food waivers,
and to extend its approval of waivers to this pandemic national emergency. We must make it easier for
vulnerable families and individuals
to access food from retailers that
already accept electronic benefit
transfer (EBT) cards and to help
those who need it the most during
this national emergency.”
The letter includes signatures
of 53 Members of Congress and is
supported by the New York City
Food Bank, Feeding America,
Metropolitan Council on Jewish
Poverty, and Bread for the World.
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The Shops at Skyview Donates $25,000
to Food Bank For New York City
At The Shops at Skyview, one
of our core beliefs is to support the
communities where we live and
work. As the economic impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic continues
to radiate across the country and
forces schools to close, we are all
too aware that more than 30 million children who take part in the
National School Lunch Program
(NSLP) for regular, balanced
and nutritious meals, are unsure
of where their next meal may be
coming from.
During this chaotic and unsettling time, CoreGiving Foundation,
a national philanthropic partnership between ShopCore Properties
and LivCor dedicated to fighting
childhood hunger, is supporting
food banks where ShopCore owns
and operates shopping centers,
including The Shops at Skyview.
In less than a month, CoreGiving has raised more than $455,000
with more contributions coming
in daily. To date, $355,000 has
been distributed in communities
throughout America. On Tuesday,
April 7, Flushing’s The Shops at
Skyview donated $25,000 to Food
Bank For New York City.
“Now more than ever, it’s
imperative that we show up for
our communities with grace and
empathy, and most importantly,
with resources we can share to take
care of one another,” said Rishika
Mahtani, Marketing Manager,
ShopCore Properties. “This pandemic is leaving many families
with little access to food and
groceries, and we are fortunate to
have the resources to help make an
impact. Through CoreGiving, The
Shops at Skyview is supporting
children and families in the New
York area by donating to Food
Bank For New York City.”
Food Bank For New York City’s
food distribution program provides
approximately 58 million free

meals per year for New Yorkers
in need. CoreGiving, ShopCore
Properties, and The Shops at Skyview are united with Food Bank
For New York City, mobilizing for
those in need. For more information on CoreGiving, please visit
this link. Further information on
ShopCore is here, and news from
the Shops at Skyview is available
online. Follow this link to learn
more about Food Bank For New
York City.
CoreGiving: Fighting Hunger
and Supporting Children in Need
ABOUT COREGIVING - According to Feeding America, 1 in 6
(or 16 million) children in America
struggle with hunger. These children may not know where their
next meal is coming from and
ultimately suffer from disadvantages in school and personal relationships, along with physical and
cognitive development. ShopCore
Properties, in partnership with
LivCor, has developed our “CoreGiving: Dollars Hours Pounds”
program which aims to fight hunger one DOLLAR, one HOUR and
one POUND at a time. CoreGiving
Co. is a 501(c)(3) organization.
ABOUT THE SHOPS AT SKYVIEW - The Shops at Skyview is
a multi-level shopping destination
located in Flushing, New York
featuring a growing mix of national
retailers and restaurants, including
leading value brands such as SkyFoods, Marshalls, Target and many
more. Accented by an abundance
of signature events, family-centric
experiences, and so much more,
The Shops at Skyview is a favorite
in Flushing, NY. The shopping
destination, conveniently located
in Queens, NY features a mix of
premier national retail stores for
women’s, men’s and children’s
apparel, shoes, electronics, home
furnishings, entertainment, cosmetics, groceries and more.

Visit our website: www.queenstimes.com
Read our paper online

Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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City Bar Justice Center Launches Pro Bono COVID-19
Small Business Remote Legal Clinic
The City Bar Justice Center
has launched a pro bono, remote
legal clinic to help small businesses understand and access
options available under the federal
government’s COVID-19 stimulus
package and other opportunities
available through federal, state
and local programs.
Through the Justice Center’s
Neighborhood Entrepreneur Law
Project (NELP), the Small Business Remote Legal Clinic will
offer qualifying small businesses
in New York City free 45-minute
consultations with pro bono attorneys who will also answer broader
legal questions on circumstances
surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic. Topics covered will include
loans, grants, business contracts,
labor and employment, commercial leasing, tax, and insurance.
The Justice Center’s website
has an online form for prospective small businesses to fill out if
they would like assistance through
the remote clinic. For City Bar
members and attorneys at Justice
Center-partnering law firms and
corporate legal departments wishing to volunteer, they can complete a volunteer registration form.
The Justice Center clinic is

the kickoff of a larger nationwide
project in conjunction with Lawyers for Good Government and
dozens of law firms. The Justice
Center has partnered with the
law firm of Kirkland & Ellis to
launch the project in New York
City, and with several other law
firms, including Cleary Gottlieb,
Mayer Brown, Orrick, Proskauer
and Sullivan & Cromwell, who are
providing training for the volunteers and information sheets for
small businesses.
“We are thankful that the
experience of our Neighborhood
Entrepreneur Law Project and
law firm and in-house partners
strongly positions us to spring into
action to help small businesses in
these unprecedented times,” said
City Bar Justice Center Executive
Director Lynn M. Kelly. “Our
communities and our economy
itself depend on the health of our
small businesses.”
NELP is run by its founder,
Akira Arroyo, who began the project after 9/11 to help small businesses disrupted by that tragedy,
and in the nearly 20 years since
has assisted over 15,000 small
businesses with corporate formation, contract and a range of other

legal advice. NELP’s success owes
in part to its longstanding partnerships with community organizations that assist small businesses,
as well as dozens of law firms and
corporate legal departments that
supply volunteer attorneys to work
with the program.
Organizations interested in
providing pro bono legal support
to the COVID-19 Small Business
Remote Legal Clinic or other
crisis response initiatives should
contact the Justice Center’s Pro
Bono Counsel, Kurt M. Denk, at
covidresponse@nycbar.org.
About the City Bar Justice
Center - The City Bar Justice
Center, the pro bono affiliate of
the New York City Bar Association, increases access to justice by
leveraging the resources of the
New York City legal community.
The Justice Center operates the
city’s busiest legal hotline and
annually provides direct legal
representation, community education and advocacy to over 26,000
New Yorkers in areas including immigration, homelessness,
veterans assistance, housing,
elderlaw, cancer advocacy and
entrepreneurship. www.citybarjusticecenter.org

Global Arts Venue Free Series of Virtual Programming,
Flushing Town Hall at Home! Continues
Flushing Town Hall continues
to entertain and engage with its
virtual series, Flushing Town Hall
At Home!. Which includes a twice
weekly FTH at Home: Facebook
Watch Party Live!, an FTH at
Home: Zoom Community Hang,
and a daily activity for families
through FTH at Home: Global
Arts for Global Kids.
“In times of crisis, the arts
remind us of our shared humanity,” says Executive and Artistic
Director Ellen Kodadek. “Though
we may find ourselves more physically isolated than usual, none of
us are alone. Join us online! Tune
into one of our Zoom Community
Hang sessions so we can see your
smiling faces, participate in an online arts workshop with your kids,
or clap along and dance around
your living room while enjoying
both new and familiar sounds at
our next Facebook watch party.”
Every Tuesday and Friday at
7:00 PM, the cultural organization’s FTH at Home: Facebook
Watch Party Live! stream a prior
live performances that were held
at the venue. Viewers can tune in
to the organization’s Facebook
channel and discover the diverse,
family-friendly arts performances
its audiences have grown to love.
Be it world music, Latin music,
or, jazz — Flushing Town Hall
has something for everyone at:
https://www.facebook.com/flushingtownhall/
In addition, Flushing Town
Hall’s dedicated Teaching Artists are offering online activities
through FTH at Home: Global
Arts for Global Kids. Participants enjoy short videos of music
or dance followed by an activity they can try at home. Videos
will be posted online at: http://
www.flushingtownhall.org/fthat-home-gagk
Flushing Town Hall also is

hosting an FTH at Home: Zoom
Community Hang every Thursday
at 1PM. Participants can join with
or without video by following
Zoom instructions shared here:
http://www.flushingtownhall.org/
fth-at-home
Flushing Town Hall is presenting these programs free of charge
but welcomes donations from
those who are able and moved to
contribute.
Though Flushing Town Hall
is physically closed, its staff
and teaching artists are working
diligently to support audiences
through online content. The venue’s financial losses are staggering: security and maintenance of
the building, new technology costs
to address remote work, payments
to Teaching Artists to develop
new online content, paychecks
and health insurance for staff, and
monthly fixed costs.
“Gifts from individuals are
now critical to keep our mission of
providing global arts for a global
community alive,” Kodadek said.
“If you have ever enjoyed a program at Flushing Town Hall, or
turned to the arts in times of joy
or times of sadness, we ask you to
please consider a tax-deductible
gift today, and Step Up for Flushing Town Hall.”
Financial gifts can be made
at http://www.flushingtownhall.
org/donate.
Performance Streaming Schedule
Week of April 13: Discover World
Music
4/17: Banda Magda
Week of April 20: Dance to South
American Music
4/21: Inkhay & Rio Mira
4/24: La Patronal
Week of April 27: Clap to Asian
Beat
4/28: Talavya + Punjabtronix

from India
5/1: Light & Beat from Korea
Flushing Town Hall’s facilities
are temporarily closed to the public in accordance with COVID-19
safety regulations. Flushing Town
Hall’s latest statement pertaining
to COVID-19 can be found here.
Flushing Town Hall wishes to
thank all donors, board members,
foundations, cor porate sponsors, and government officials
for their loyal support. Special
thanks to Raymond D. Jasen,
Ellen Kodadek, Anne Lewent,
William McClure, and TeHsing
Niu for underwriting a portion
of FTH at Home: Global Arts for
Global Kids.
Flushing Council on Culture
and the Arts dba Flushing Town
Hall is a not for profit organization which receives major support
from the National Endowment for
the Arts; New York State Council
on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the
New York State Legislature; New
York State Assembly Member Ron
Kim; New York City Department
of Cultural Affairs, Mayor Bill de
Blasio; Queens Borough President
Melinda Katz; Council Members
Adrienne Adams, Costa Constantinides, Daniel Dromm, Barry
Grodenchik, Peter Koo, Karen
Koslowitz, Francisco Moya, and
Paul A. Vallone; and the Howard
Gilman Foundation, the Fan Fox
and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation,
and the Booth Ferris Foundation.
About Flushing Town Hall
- Flushing Town Hall (FTH), a
Smithsonian affiliate, presents
multi-disciplinary global arts that
engage and educate the global
communities of Queens and New
York City, in order to foster mutual
appreciation. As advocates of
arts equity since 1979, we support
(Continued on page 11)
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JCAL’s Thursday Night Jazz Series
Goes Online
It was “back by popular demand.” Now, it’s also “streamed
by COVID’s demand.”
The Jamaica Center for Arts &
Learning will offer the rest of its
extremely popular Thursday Night
Jazz series online via the JCAL
Youtube Page.
Trumpeter Giveton Gelin will
perform on Thursday, April 9, at 8
pm. A native of the Bahamas, Gelin taught himself to play trumpet
at age 10. By the time his teenage
years were ending, he had already
made major waves on the NYC
jazz scene, performing with big
acts and eventually leading his
own quintet. His resume includes
a 2017 Gordon Parks Centennial Scholarship, the Manhattan
School of Music Summer Camp
Jazz Band, Manhattan School of
Music Summer Camp Latin Jazz
Band, The Spike Wilner Trio, the
YoungArts Foundation, and Betty
Carter Jazz Ahead.
When there’s no pandemic,
Thursday Night Jazz presents a
live concert at JCAL’s community
gallery, 161-04 Jamaica Ave., on
the second Thursday of every
month at 8 pm. After Gelin, two
more acts are set for 2019-2020,

although there’s no current determination as to whether they will be
live or online. Nevertheless, here’s
the information.
Chris Dingman on May 14.
Dingman is among the modern
day’s most celebrated composers
and sought-after vibraphonists. He
has collaborated and performed
with such legends as Herbie Hancock and Anthony Braxton.
Thana Alexa on June 11. A
Croatian-American arranger, composer, and producer, Alexa is also a
vocalist whose sound can be lyrical
and experimental. She favors the
mix of atmospheric sounds, electronics, loops, and vocal textures.
She’s also an active member of Antonio Sanchez’s Grammy-winning
touring ensemble Migration.
Thursday Night Jazz began
on Oct. 10, 2019 with three-time
Grammy-winning saxophonist
Tivon Pennicott. The other musicians who have performed are
Afro Cuban specialist Melvis
Santa (Nov. 14), reedist Anna
Webber and her septet (Dec. 12),
drummer Jeremy Dutton (Jan. 9),
pianist Luis Perdomo (Feb. 13),
and Latvian singer Arta Jēkabsone
(March 12).

HOLOCAUST REMEMBRANCE DAY
The Museum of Jewish Heritage - This coming Sunday, The
Museum of Jewish Her itage
will present New York’s Annual Gathering of Remembrance
online, commemorating Holocaust Remembrance Day (Yom
HaShoah). The virtual event will
feature speakers and guests such
as U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer,
Ambassador Dani Dayan, Dr.
Ruth Westheimer, and Julianna
Margulies. Holocaust survivor

and artist Fred Terna will offer remarks, and there will be musical
performances including a piece
that was composed during the
Holocaust and recently rediscovered and brought back to life by
Grammy-nominated songwriter
Kara DioGaurdi. The event will
take place Sunday, April 19 from
2 to 3 p.m. online at the Museum
of Jewish Heritage’s Facebook,
YouTube and website (https://
mjhnyc.org/.

Louis Armstrong House Museum
in Corona Launches Online Tour of
Massive Collection
(Continued from page 2)
CUNY in 1987. The Armstrong
Collection includes 1,600 recordings, 650 home recorded reelto-reel tapes in hand-decorated
boxes, 86 scrapbooks, 5,000 photographs, 270 sets of band parts,
12 linear feet of papers, letters
and manuscripts, five trumpets,
14 mouthpieces, 120 awards and
plaques, and much more.
The Louis Armstrong House
Museum sustains and promotes
the cultural, historical and humanitarian legacy of artist and
innovator Louis Armstrong by
preserving Armstrong’s home,
providing access to the extensive archives, and developing
programs for the public, which
educate and inspire community
members, curious visitors, artists of all kinds, fans, and future
generations of Armstrong’s appreciators. What was once Louis
and Lucille Armstrong’s private
home—a New York City and

National Historic Landmark—is
now a museum open year-round.
The expansion of the Corona
Armstrong campus with a new
cultural center is scheduled to
be completed in 2021 and the
renovation of the next-door home
of Armstrong’s lifelong friend
Selma Heraldo, will allow the
Research Collections to move
from Queens College back to Corona. The expanded campus will
become a new, international destination celebrating Armstrong’s
preeminence in African Diaspora
history and vitality, offering yearround exhibitions, performances,
readings, lectures, and screenings
through an array of public programs for all ages. The Museum
is a constituent of the Kupferberg
Center for the Arts and a cultural
center of Queens College, CUNY.
The historic site is owned by the
New York City Department of
Cultural Affairs and administered by Queens College under
a long-term license agreement.
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 4/9/20 - 4/15/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Your tendency to talk to loud will
drive everyone crazy. You must
not make unnecessary changes in
your financial holdings this week.
Your lucky numbers are 1,8,9.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Don’t start any arguments, they
may lead to a major fight. Listen
to the complaints of others. Plan a
nice evening for two. Your lucky
numbers are 6,3,2.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
You enjoy taking courses. Don’t
dwell on past regrets. Spend
time with youngsters this week.
Financial deals look good this
week. Your lucky numbers are
2,7,5.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Work on yourself, try losing a
little weight. Don’t do things
because someone else thinks
you should. Attend to unfinished
business. Your lucky numbers
are 2,8,6.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Your involvement in sports or
entertainment will lead to meeting new friends. Be professional,
and you will advance much more
quickly. Your lucky numbers are
5,3,9.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Don’t be too pushy at work. You
can win points with family if you
take the time to show interest in
their accomplishments. Go out
with friends. Your lucky numbers
are 9,1,7.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Spend time with friends and relatives. You are best to do something
energetic this week. Take the
whole family on an enjoyable outing. Your lucky numbers are 7,4,3.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Your best effor ts will come
through hard work. You would
be best to work late in order to
avoid such disharmony. Your
nerves are frazzled. Your lucky
numbers are 3,8,7.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Property in vestments should
payoff. Make sure that you have
covered yourself legally and try
not to let your temper get out of
hand. Your lucky numbers are
5,9,3.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Try to avoid family squabbles.
Time is money and you must be
ready to take action in order to
reach your highest potential. Your
lucky numbers are 8,1,2.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Your own small business on the
side sounds pretty lucrative. You
will be viewed as a sensitive,
compassionate individual. Your
lucky numbers are 7,3,2.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Your courage and willpower will
enable you to get rid of destructive
habits as well. Enjoy the company
of relatives this week. Your lucky
numbers are 3,1,8.

Funny
Stuff
Half of us are going to come
out of this quarantine as amazing
cooks. The other half will come
out with a drinking problem.
I used to spin that toilet paper
like I was on Wheel of Fortune.
Now I turn it like I’m cracking
a safe.
I need to practice social-distancing from the refrigerator.
Still haven’t decided where to go
for Easter ----- The Living Room
or The Bedroom
PSA: every few days try your
jeans on just to make sure they fit.
Pajamas will have you believe all
is well in the kingdom.
Homeschooling is going well.
2 students suspended for fighting
and 1 teacher fired for drinking
on the job.
I don’t think anyone expected
that when we changed the clocks
we’d go from Standard Time to the
Twilight Zone
This morning I saw a neighbor
talking to her cat. It was obvious
she thought her cat understood
her. I came into my house, told my
dog..... we laughed a lot.
So, after this quarantine.....will
the producers of My 600 Pound
Life just find me or do I find them?
Quarantine Day 5: Went to this
restaurant called THE KITCHEN.
You have to gather all the ingredients and make your own meal. I
have no clue how this place is still
in business.
My body has absorbed so much
soap and disinfectant lately that
when I pee it cleans the toilet.

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Loud
Pacifiers
Party
Plur
Ravers

Strobe Light
Techno
Trance
Vibe
Warehouse

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Try & Find”

R AV E R E V I E W

Flyer
Glitter
Glow Stick
Jungle
Lasers

SUDOKU

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

TRY AND FIND

All Night
Baggy Pants
Dance
Day-Glo Color
Deejay
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ACROSS
1. Batman’s sidekick
6. Boast
11. African virus
12. Not inside
15. Bent
16. Streaked or grooved
17. Snake-like fish
18. Yellowish
20. Regulation (abbrev.)
21. A dog wags one
23. Dry
24. Stare
25. To be, in old Rome
26. Sweeping story
27. Chomp
28. Apollo astronaut Slayton
29. Liveliness
30. Flax fabric
31. Grappling
34. Large long-necked wading bird
36. A very long period
37. Certain ball-and-socket joints
41. Emanation
42. Disguise
43. So be it
44. Electrical or crossword
45. Sit for a photo
46. Short skirt
47. A large vase
48. Senior
51. Little bit
52. Someone’s foot
54. Ventilate
56. A very attractive woman
57. Fry briefly
58. Strict
59. Tall woody plants

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

DOWN
1. Set free
2. Pillar
3. Carton
4. Holly
5. Nil
6. Belonging to the Middle Ages
7. Sensational
8. Ear-related
9. An Old Testament king
10. Measure in a lab
13. Intensify
14. Border
15. Celebrated
16. Exotic dancers
19. Scruffs
22. Upwind
24. A clothing fabric
26. Type of sword
27. Container
30. Connection
32. Ribonucleic acid
33. Unsuccessful person
34. A bunny’s favorite food
35. Catastrophic
38. Mimic
39. Roman household gods
40. Malicious
42. Present-day
44. Fortitude
45. Anagram of “Peril”
48. Feudal worker
49. Not first
50. 365 days
53. Explosive
55. Regret
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U.S. Transportation Secretary Elaine L. Chao Announces
$1 Billion For Amtrak in Response to COVID-19
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Queens Sailor Cleans Gun Mount
Aboard U.S. Navy Warship

By Joseph M. Calisi
U.S. Secretary of Transportation
Elaine L. Chao has announced
that the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is making over $1 billion available to
the National Railroad Passenger
Corporation (Amtrak) to support
the railroad’s activities to prevent,
prepare for, and respond to the
spread of the coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) in the United
States and its impacts on operations and business. The funding is
being provided under the recently
enacted Coronavirus Aid, Relief,
and Economic Security (CARES)
Act.
U.S. Secretary of Transportation Elaine L. Chao said in a
prepared statement that, “This
$1 billion in federal emergency
assistance to Amtrak will help
maintain service for its passengers
when the economy recovers.”
FRA Administrator Ronald L.
Batory said that, “This funding
will help ensure that Amtrak is
able to quickly return to service
supporting both the public’s transportation mobility needs, and
America’s economic recovery
from the COVID-19 public health
emergency. We are committed to
transparency and are requiring
enhanced reporting from Amtrak
to show how the CARES Act
funding is being efficiently and

effectively used to respond to
present challenges.”
Under the CARES Act, FRA
will make or amend existing
grants to Amtrak to provide a total
of approximately $1.02 billion;
$492,000,000 for the Northeast
Corridor and $526,000,000 for
the in National Network Grants,
as authorized by sections 11101(a)
and 11101(b) of the Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act,
the multimodal surface transportation legislation that provides
statutory parameters for FRA’s
execution and oversight of grant
agreements with Amtrak for
Federal funds appropriated by
Congress. This is part of the $2.2
billion measure recently passed by
Congress and signed by President

Trump.
“After Amtrak’s best year ever
in 2019, this essential funding
will help keep our people working
during this unprecedented reduction in travel demand. We thank
Secretary Chao and Administrator Batory for their leadership
and with this necessary financial
support, we will come out of this
crisis ready to continue growing
ridership and improving our performance,” said Amtrak Senior
Executive Vice President Stephen
Gardner.
Amtrak has severely reduced
train service as daily ridership is
off 96% and reservations were
also 95% lower. National network
train trips are down 50% and high
speed Acela service suspended.

Crowley Visits Queens EMT Frontline Workers Calls For
City to Set up First Responder Testing Specific Sites
Elizabeth Crowley, candidate
for Queens Borough President,
visited EMT’s in Queens, helping to bring lunch and thanking frontline workers for their
service during the COVID-19
pandemic. Crowley spoke with
EMT’s in Elmhurst, Rockaway,
and Jamaica. She is calling for
New York City to set up frontline
worker specific testing sites to
take care of those who take care of
the public during the Coronavirus
pandemic. Currently Emergency
Workers who are sick with COVID-19 symptoms are not getting
tested and are asked to come back
3 days after symptoms subside.
“Our borough is being hit the
hardest. Queens has always been
underserved, but now more than
ever we need to protect the health
and safety of our frontline workers in the war against COVID-19.
It was both a heartening and eye
opening exper ience meeting
EMT’s who are working back to
back tours in Queens. I am calling
on the Mayor to set these sites up
as other cities, including Boston
and Oakland, have done. First
responders take on many risks to
keep the public safe, how can we
rightfully ask them to do their

jobs if they themselves are not
protected?” stated Crowley.
“We are overwhelmed and
overjoyed about all the love that
has been shown to EMS during
these trying times. As many of
you know EMS has many issues
we need to fix and with the help
of Elizabeth Crowley and everyone of you we will get it done,”
said Anthony Almojera, Vice
President of Local 3621 EMS
Officers.

“EMT’s, Paramedics & Fire
Inspectors are on the frontlines
of the fight against COVID-19
and our health allows us to help
the public during this crisis. We
need first responder specific
testing as too many of our brothers and sisters have fallen ill. I
support Elizabeth’s advocacy for
first responder testing,” remarked
Oren Barzilay, president of Local
2507 FDNY-Uninformed EMTs,
Paramedics, and Fire Inspectors.

U.S. Navy Gunner’s Mate
3rd Class Anthony Andino, from
Queens, wipes a Mark 38 25mm
gun mount aboard the Arleigh
Burke-class guided-missile destroyer USS Rafael Peralta (DDG 115).

Rafael Peralta is deployed to the
U.S. 7th Fleet area of operations in
support of security and stability in
the Indo-Pacific region. (U.S. Navy
Photo by Mass Communications
Specialist 2nd Class Jason Isaacs)
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Queens Announces Extension, Expansion of
“Fuel The Frontlines” Initiative to Support Workers
Acting Queens Borough President Sharon Lee last week announced a two-week extension and
expansion of “Fuel the Frontlines”,
the joint initiative in partnership
with the Queens Economic Development Corporation (QEDC)
and the Queens Night Market to
provide thousands of ready-to-go,
individually-packaged “homecooked” meals to hospital and now
EMS workers on the frontlines of
battling the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Every minute counts, and in
this race against time, Queens
thanks the partners who helped
make this two-week extension of
‘Fuel the Frontlines’ possible here
in the epicenter of the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Borough President LEE. “Our hearts are with
the brave healthcare workers who
are moving mountains around the
clock with every single tool and
resource available to save lives, as
well as the workers and small business entrepreneurs struggling but
who fuel Queens. We continue to
welcome support for these efforts
to stem the tide and bend the curves
of this unprecedented public health
and economic crisis.”
In the days since the March
29 launch of the initial week-long
initiative, “Fuel the Frontlines”
raised over $20,000 ranging in donations between $5 to $4,000 from
numerous individual and corporate
donors, including QEDC, the
Queens Night Market, Blue Cross
Blue Shield and mobile game app
HQ Trivia.
The donations thus far provide
for the extension of the original
week-long initiative to run an
additional two weeks through
Friday, April 17, and expands the
meal deliveries to seven EMS stations across Queens to feed the
borough’s first responders on the
frontlines of the COVID-19 pandemic. EMS workers have been
overburdened in recent weeks by
significant staffing shortages and
a record high volume of 911 calls
— reportedly more than 6,000 per
day at times over the course of the
public health crisis.
In the initiative’s first week
between March 29 and April 3 —

fully funded by Borough President
Lee — 2,000 meals were cooked
and packaged by 12 local food
service companies and delivered to
frontline workers across Queens’
nine hospitals. The meals are packaged in individual containers, to be
kept refrigerated to be heated and
eaten at the workers’ convenience.
During the extension to April
17, packaged meals will continue
to be prepared by small businesses
either enrolled in QEDC’s innovative Entrepreneur Space (E-Space)
commercial kitchen incubator in
Long Island City or vendors who
participate in the seasonal Queens
Night Market in Flushing Meadows Corona Park — some of whom
will continue to prepare meals at
Kommissary, a commercial kitchen in Long Island City. The Port
Authority of New York and New
Jersey will continue to transport
many of the meals to the hospitals
and EMS stations. Both QEDC and
the Queens Night Market will continue to waive any administrative
costs associated with the “Fuel the
Frontlines” initiative for participating small businesses.
“Fuel the Frontlines” aims to
both support the tireless medical professionals working long,
difficult hours on the frontlines,
while also supporting Queens’
small businesses facing severe
economic disruption stemming
from social distancing measures
taken to combat the public health

crisis. Unemployment claims
have reached historic levels over
the last three weeks, with more
than 792,000 claims filed in New
York State and more than 16 million filed nationwide between the
weeks ending March 21 and April
4, according to the federal Department of Labor.
“This is an important initiative
and the QEDC stands ready to assist all health providers in this difficult time,” said Queens Economic
Development Corporation Executive Director SETH BORNSTEIN.
”Our vendors have really answered the call to action, and we’ve
had vendors representing Ethiopia,
Poland, Jamaica, Malaysia, Antigua, Mexico and Korea — just to
name a few — with many more
to come with this very welcome
expansion of the initiative,” said
Queens Night Market Founder
JOHN WANG. “We’re eager to
help feed the essential workers
risking their lives for all our safety,
while also providing a modest but
important source of income for
numerous small businesses during
this crisis.”
“Fuel the Frontlines” hopes
to continue inspiring subsequent
funding commitments from corporate and individual sponsors
in order to extend or expand the
initiative. To make a monetary,
tax-deductible donation in support
of “Fuel the Frontlines,” visit www.
queensbp.org/fuel-the-frontlines.

Yellowstone Wash Laundry Service Helps Seniors
Central Queens Director of
Adult & Senior Services, Shelly
Channan heard how one 94-yearold couldn’t lift her laundry into
the machine and so was hand
washing whatever she could.
Another senior shared how she no
longer had her aid who used to help
her clean and now she was trying
but she uses a walker and is afraid
she’ll fall. Shelly called a local
laundry service, Yellowstone Wash
and spoke with the two owners,
Miledy and Erwin. They immediately said, “what a real blessing you
called, we have been wanting to do
something for our community and
our seniors and you are giving us
that chance!” They offered to give

our seniors a 50% discount off the
total price (please contact Shelly or
Ellen at 718.268-5011 x421 or x160
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Woodside Butcher Launches
Contest, Offers Discount Packages

Hoping to add some spice to the
bland COVID quarantine, a longtime Woodside butcher is offering
discounts, waiving delivery fees,
and organizing a contest to win a
39-meal package.
Frank Ottomanelli -- who
operates F. Ottomanelli’s Burgers
and Belgian Fries and S. Ottomanelli & Sons Prime Meats and
Wild Game at 60-15 Woodside
Ave. -- is currently offering his
Superior Package for $199 even
though it’s valued at $239. Enough
for 39 meals, it includes three
pounds of chicken cutlets, six
pounds of whole or cut chicken,
three pounds of pork roast loin,
three pounds of beef stew, three
pounds of chopped lean sirloin,
two pounds of pepper steak,
two pounds of center-cut pork
chop, two pounds of top-round
London broil, and four pounds of
pot roast.
This same Superior Package
is also the award for Frank’s
Feast Photo Contest, which runs
through Saturday, April 25. For a
chance to win the 39-meal prize,
participants simply take photos
of home-cooked meals and tag
them with @primemeatwildgame
on Instagram, @meatottomanelli
on Twitter, and @ottomanelliprimemeats on Facebook.
After considering the posts’
“likes” and image quality, he’ll
an nounce the win ner before
Mother’s Day on May 10.
Frank is also offering discounts

on three smaller packages during
the COVID pandemic.
•
29-meals-for-$149. Valued
at $189, this deal includes two
pounds of chicken cutlets, six
pounds of whole or cut chicken,
one pound of applewood smoked
bacon, two pounds of homemade
Italian sausage (hot or sweet),
three pounds of chopped extra
lean sirloin, two pounds of centercut pork chop, two pounds of
top-round London broil, and three
pounds of rump roast beef.
• 20-meals-for-$82.99. Valued
at $99, this package includes one
pound of chicken cutlets, six
pounds of whole or cut chicken,
two pounds of homemade Italian sausage (hot or sweet), two
pounds of chopped extra lean
sirloin, two pounds of center-cut
pork chop, and two pounds of
chuck fillet steak.
• 12-meals-for-$51.99. Valued
at $79, it includes one pound of
chicken cutlets, three pounds of
whole or cut chicken, one pound
of homemade Italian sausage (hot
or sweet), one pound of chopped
extra lean sirloin, and two pounds
of London broil.
“We’re cutting our margins
across the board on all of our meat
packages to give families the extra help they need right now,” said
Frank, who’s added free delivery
to Woodside, Sunnyside, Long
Island City, and Jackson Heights
with delivery to other areas via
www.mercato.com.

Volunteer Seamstresses

for details)!
Thank you Yellowstone Wash,
you make community happen here!
Shining Lights in our Community sends thanks to our amazing
volunteer seamstresses, Marlene,
Lisa, Marilyn, Elvira, Barbara,
Deepali, and Leontine for sewing masks.
We’ve dropped off more

than 150 masks to Long Island
Jewish Hospital and another 60
masks for members of the New
York Police Department. We are
beyond grateful to be able to help
our first responders and medical
personnel.
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Comptroller Stringer Launches Online Workshop Series to
Expand Aid and Opportunities for Small Businesses and
M/WBEs Impacted by COVID-19

New York City Comptroller
Scott M. Stringer announced a biweekly series of online workshops
to expand access to available
resources, services, and business
opportunities for small businesses and minority and womenowned business enterprises (M/
WBEs) impacted by COVID-19.
The Comptroller’s Office will

provide presentations via Zoom
on a range of topics including
financial resources from the federal, state, and City government
as well as the private sector, and
current business opportunities
within City and State procurement. Interpretation services
will be available in 12 different
languages including American
Sign Language, Arabic, Bengali,
Cantonese, French, Haitian Creole, Korean, Mandarin, Polish,
Russian, Spanish, and Urdu.
“During this difficult time, we
want to make it as simple as possible for M/WBEs and small business owners to navigate available
resources and access business
opportunities,” said Comptroller
Stringer. “Our multilingual webinar series ensures that businesses
have easy access to a one-stopshop for the most up-to-date and
critical information. M/WBEs
and local businesses are essential
to our economy and identity as a
city, and we will do everything in
our power to help our small business community rebuild stronger

than ever before.”
The webinar series is part of
the Comptroller’s M/WBE University, a year-long series of workshops designed to increase access
to contracting opportunities for
minority and women-owned business enterprises (M/WBEs) and
ensure all New Yorkers have an
equitable chance to earn business
from the City’s multi-billion dollar procurement budget.
Webinar sessions for small
businesses and M/WBEs impacted by COVID-19 will be
held every Tuesday and Thursday starting Thursday, April
16 through Thursday, May 14.
To RSVP, click here or email
diversity@comptroller.nyc.gov.
Interpretation services must be
requested upon RSVP at least two
days before each session.
For additional assistance navigating City procurement opportunities and resources, business
owners can make an appointment
with the Comptroller’s Office by
emailing diversity@comptroller.
nyc.gov.

Speaker Johnson and Council Member Moya Demand
Emergency Fund For Final Resting Arrangements
New York City Council Speaker Corey Johnson and Council
Member Francisco Moya released
the below statements calling for
the creation of an emergency fund
for final resting arrangements for
all New Yorkers.
“Many low-income communities of color have been the hardest
hit by this terrible virus, and the
cost of burying or cremating a
loved one can be out of reach.
The HRA program that the City
currently has to help pay for death
arrangements is not sufficient. To
be eligible, both the deceased and

the person applying must provide
a social security number. We are
a proud city of immigrants, and
know that one doesn’t need to
have a social security number to
be a New Yorker. So much about
this virus is unfair, including its
disproportionate impact on black
and brown New Yorkers. We must
create an emergency relief fund
for final resting arrangements
for all New Yorkers,” said NYC
Council Speaker Corey Johnson.
“Nobody is immune to this disease but low-income New Yorkers, particularly undocumented

immigrants, are the most vulnerable and disproportionately
affected. One of the most devastating calls I’m regularly getting
is from people who can’t afford to
bury their loved ones and aren’t
eligible for any assistance. That’s
simply not acceptable —not when
our mantra from the start has
been ‘We’re all in this together.’
We must create an emergency
fund to help all low-income New
Yorkers, regardless of their immigration status, put their loved
ones to rest,” said Council Member Francisco Moya.

The New York Hall of Science Has Online Activities For
Children of All Ages
The doors are closed, but
the New York Hall of Science is
open online and constantly producing tutorials to supplement
science-and-math education for
youngsters.
Available via NYSCI’s AtHome resources page, the resources include an interactive
graphic novel, online tutorials for
DIY activities, and digital apps
that explore geometry, fractions,
patterns, and sustainability. The
activities are free, and all exemplify the Queens museum’s “Design,
Make, Play” approach to learning.
Here are some of the options.
Transmissions: Gone Viral
Inspired by the 1999 West Nile
Virus epidemic and designed for
middle schoolers, this interactive,
web-based, graphic novel follows
a group of youngsters who investigate a virus plaguing animals
and humans in their neighborhood. Readers follow along as the
characters work with a veterinary
pathologist and an entomologist to
sort evidence and find patterns to
solve the mystery.
Online Tutorials More than 10
tutorials promote activities such
as tape-casting, acrylic paintmarbling, book-binding, glue

masks, and DIY lightsabers.
Makerzines These three booklets
provide step-by-step instructions
for activities to do with adult
supervision. Projects include a
sound machine, wooden acrobat
toy, light-painting, and acoustic
speaker.
The Pack Easily downloaded
to iPhones and iPads via the App
Store or to Windows and Mac
OSX computers, this adventure
teaches how to build and use algorithms. The story is set in the
fictional world of Algos, where
healthy ecosystems have faltered,
and food and water are scarce.
Players must bring the ecosystem
into balance by replenishing water
sources and finding seeds. They
need the help of a “Pack” of creatures to dig up water and seeds and
knock food from trees. Mastering
how to use algorithms is the key
to finding the seeds and restoring
harmony to Algos.
Picture Dots This early childhood app encourages interactions
between learners and adults to
develop literacy, math, and science skills. Working with adults,
children (ages 3 to 8) take photos,
drag colored dots onto the photos,
and then assign each dot a word,

phrase, musical note, and sound
or record short sentences. (Press
play to hear the stories.) The dots
can also be used for color matching, counting objects, categorizing
items, and making patterns.
Math Apps Easily downloaded
on the App Store, these two iPad
apps explore middle and high
school math. Choreo Graph uses
concepts from coordinate geometry, angles, and rotations to make
animations from simple dance
moves to complex scenes. Fraction Mash encourages elementary
and middle school students to use
concepts involving fractions to
make hilarious and complex photo
mashups.
YouTube Videos The Explainer
TV Channel features interviews
with scientists, experiments, and
DIY projects. Learn How to Make
Ice Cream in a Ziplock Bag. Make
DIY Speaker Cups. Make Soda
Tab Bracelets. Watch an Awesome
Fire Experiment.
Google Science Journal Curriculum Primarily geared towards
sixth- to eighth-graders, these four
engineering activities utilize simple materials and the free Google
(Continued on page 9)

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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Retired People No Longer Need To File Tax Return For
$1200 Economic Impact Check
(Continued from page 1)
will provide information on how
the payment was made and how
to report any failure to receive it.
If a taxpayer is unsure whether or
not their letter is legitimate, he or
she should visit IRS.gov first to
protect against scam artists.
Malliotakis is joining the IRS
and law enforcement officials
warning citizens to be on the

lookout for scam artists trying
to use the economic impact payments as cover for schemes to
steal personal information and
money. “It is important to note
that the IRS will not call, text,
email or contact you on social
media asking for personal or
bank account information,” said
Malliotakis. “Our community
has experienced scams in the past
during tax season from nefarious

individuals claiming to be from
the IRS, and this is no different.
Unfortunately, there are those
who will prey upon the vulnerable even during times of crisis.
Everyone must stay vigilant and
be familiar with how these checks
are being issued and deposited.
For more information, visit:
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/
economic-impact-payment-information-center.

Catholic Charities Brooklyn and Queens Hosted a Pop-Up
Food Distribution in Corona Queens For Community
Severely Impacted by the COVID-19 Pandemic
Catholic Charities Brooklyn
and Queens hosted a Pop-Up
Food Distribution event in the
Corona section of Queens for a
community severely impacted by
the COVID-19 Pandemic. The
event was held at the Catholic
Charities Therese Cervini Early
Childhood Development Center
located at 35-33 104th Street in
Corona today, Wednesday, April
8th, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The grab-and-go style event
provided families and individuals
with bags of food that will feed
a family of three for three days.
Catholic Charities prepared 750
bags which included an array
of fresh fruits and vegetables,
beverages and nonperishable
goods. Some additional items
consisted of apples, oranges,
lemons, raisins, bread, Gatorade,
apple juice, instant coffee, rice,
cans of fruit, tuna fish, peanut
butter, microwaveable macaroni
and cheese, cereals, packets of
mayonnaise and jelly, applesauce
and black beans. Catholic Charities also provided access to ad-

ditional assistance, information,
and resources. 60 percent of the
COVID-19 cases in New York
City are located in the boroughs
of Brooklyn and Queens.
“Catholic Charities of Brooklyn and Queens was privileged
to serve 750 families today. The
need is very great, obviously, due
to the economic impact of not
having jobs. We chose here in
Corona, right here at the Therese
Cervini Early Childhood Development Center, at Our Lady of
Sorrows Parish, really to give to
an opportunity to the community,
and to be able to serve them in
this time of great need,” said
Richard Slizeski, Senior Vice
President, Office of Mission,
Catholic Charities of Brooklyn
and Queens.
“Part of this whole thing has
been to really help out people,”
continued Slizeski.
Catholic Charities Brooklyn
and Queens is responding to the
hardworking families in this
primarily immigrant neighborhood by providing pop-up food

pantries, access to supportive
services via our call center and
behavioral health services via
telehealth.
In the past week, Catholic Charities Brooklyn and Queens has
seen a 50 percent increase in
the need for hot meals to be
delivered to isolated seniors. On
average, the agency distributes
5,000 meals, but as a result of the
Coronavirus outbreak, Catholic
Charities is delivering 8,000
meals weekly. Food pantry distributions have also increased. On
average, the agency distributes
83,000 meals per month within
our food pantry network. Last
week Catholic Charities saw a
20 percent increase across our 20
parish-based food pantries.
The Pop-Up Food Distribution is organized and funded by
Catholic Charities Brooklyn and
Queens as a direct response to
our neighbors in need in both
boroughs.
To view the video of this
e ve n t v i s it : h t t p s: // v i m e o.
com/405556239

Maloney to Introduce Bill Eliminating Student Debt for
Frontline Health Care Workers

Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney last week announced that
she will be introducing legislation
to alleviate the burden of student
loan debt for frontline health care
workers and help attract medical
professionals in various specialties to lend their expertise to the
response to COVID-19. She is
asking her colleagues to join her
as cosponsors of this legislation.
“Medical professionals in hospitals and other medical settings
are operating in extraordinarily
difficult and dangerous circumstances to provide care for critically
ill COVID-19 patients and protect
our communities. New York City
has been hit particularly hard in the
pandemic, and many other areas
of the country are beginning to
experience surges in patients with

COVID-19 symptoms, putting
great stress on health care institutions and their employees. The
least we can do to recognize their
service is to forgive their graduate
student loan debt so that they are
not forced to worry about their
financial wellbeing in addition to
their health and the health of their
families while they respond to a
public health emergency. That is
why I will be introducing the Student Debt Forgiveness for Frontline
Health Care Workers Act. I hope
my colleagues will join me in making this a bipartisan priority.”
The Student Debt Forgiveness
for Frontline Health Care Workers
Act will eliminate graduate school
debt for health care workers who
are providing direct patient care
in response to the COVID-19 pan-

demic. This would include recent
graduates as well as more experienced providers who are still paying off their student loans. Frontline workers are showing us every
day the invaluable contributions
they make to society. They are
also not immune to the economic
consequences that have already
affected workers in all sectors as
a result of this public health crisis.
This would be a significant step
toward strengthening the health
care system during the COVID-19
response and beyond by investing
in essential personnel. Eligibility
would extend to nurses, doctors
and other health care professionals
who have already been treating
COVID-19 patients or have shifted
from other specialties to support
the effort.

Staying Home? Perfect Time to Learn Lifesaving Skills
As the situation around the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19)
pandemic evolves, many of us are
staying in our homes and practicing social distancing to help stop or
slow down the spread of COVID-19
virus.
This is the perfect time to take an
American Red Cross online class to
learn lifesaving skills such as first
aid and CPR. Training can give you
the skills and confidence to act in
an emergency and save a life.
Designed by experts, our online-

only classes provide an interactive
and engaging method to learning
essential safety and preparedness
information and skills. When
you choose a class that is entirely
online, you don’t have the opportunity to demonstrate your skill
proficiency to a certified instructor, and therefore, may not meet the
requirements for workplace safety
certification.
Online course offerings include:
First Aid and CPR/AED
Adult, Child and Baby First Aid/

CPR/AED Online Only
Adult First Aid/CPR/AED Online
Only
Adult CPR/AED Online Only
Anaphylaxis and Epinephrine
Auto-Injector – Online Course
Bloodborne Pathogens Training
Online
Cat and Dog First Aid Online
First Aid for Opioid Overdoses
Online
First Aid for Severe Bleeding
(Continued on page 11)
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The New York Hall of Science Has
Online Activities For Children of All Ages
(Continued from page 8)
Science Journal app. Activities
include Make a Better Speaker,
Shake, Rattle and Roll – An Earthquake Simulation, 0-60 mph: An
Exploration of Acceleration, and
Where the Sunlight Goes: An
Exploration of Tree Leaves.
LearnXdesign Activities include building with duct tape and
creating inf latable sculptures.
Many can be done with common
household materials.
False Conviction: Innocence,
Guilt & Science This free, interactive ebook — accessed on an iOS
device using the Apple Books app
— explores how innocent people
can be convicted of crimes they
did not commit. Geared towards
high school students and adults,
it investigates real cases in which
eyewitness accounts, confessions,
and crime lab tests led to false
convictions, and where DNA
evidence helped exonerate the
innocent. Interactive experiences
let readers examine DNA in blood,
hair, and semen, attempt to match
a bullet to the gun that fired it,

spot liars based on body language,
and more.
Charlie & Kiwi’s Evolutionar y Adventure Based on the
eponymous museum exhibit and
recommended for children up
to third grade, this 13-minute,
animated video follows Charlie,
a student writing a report about
his favorite bird, the kiwi. As he
dozes off, Charlie dreams that he
travels back in time to meet his
great-great-great-great grandfather, Charles Darwin. Together,
they travel even further back in
time to help Charlie understand
how birds evolved from dinosaurs
and how kiwis might have become
nocturnal birds with whiskers and
no wings.
Wild Minds: What Animals
Really Think Geared for secondto fifth-graders and accessible on
an iOS device via the Apple Books
app, this ebook is adapted from
the NYSCI exhibition with the
same name. Through interactives,
videos, and case studies, readers
learn about surprising and impressive thinking skills in a variety of
animals.

Attorney General James Leads Coalition
Urging Federal Government to Ensure
Emergency Stimulus Payments
Go to Families, Not Debt Collectors
New York Attorney General
Letitia James today sent two letters to the federal government in
an effort to help Americans deal
with the ensuing economic fallout
of the coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19) public health crisis.
First, Attorney General James
led a bipartisan coalition of 25
attorneys general in sending a
letter to Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin, calling on the U.S.
Department of the Treasury to
take immediate action to ensure
billions of dollars in emergency
stimulus payments authorized
by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act
(CARES Act) go to American
families and not debt collectors.
Congress passed the CARES
Act three weeks ago to provide
direct and immediate economic
relief to all individuals and businesses affected by COVID-19,
but — unlike other government
programs — the CARES Act
does not explicitly designate these
emergency stimulus payments
as exempt from garnishment
from creditors. Attorney General
James and the coalition are asking the agency to protect CARES
Act funds, like other government
relief programs, and ensure funds
go where they were originally
intended.
“Millions of New Yorkers’
impacted by COVID-19 wake
up every day uncertain about
their ability to pay medical bills,
buy groceries, or pay rent,” said
Attorney General James. “The
CARES Act was intended to
serve the American peoples’ basic
needs and provide a vital lifeline
to all who have lost their jobs or
seen their incomes reduced. The
Treasury Department can stop
suffering for millions of Americans by taking immediate action
and protecting these payments
before many of these payments

go out.”
The CARES Act authorizes
the Treasury Department to issue
emergency stimulus payments of
up to $1,200 for eligible adults
and up to $500 for eligible children. Similar government relief
programs intended to provide for
Americans’ basic needs — like
Social Security, disability, and
veterans’ payments — all are
statutorily exempt from garnishment, a legal mechanism that
typically involves the “freezing”
of funds in a bank account by
creditors or debt collectors. But —
in what was a likely oversight by
Congress to quickly pass the law
— the CARES Act does not explicitly designate these emergency
stimulus payments as exempt
from garnishment, allowing debt
collectors to potentially benefit
before consumers.
In their letter to Secretary
Mnuchin today, Attorney General James and the coalition urge
the secretary to use his authority
under the CARES Act to stave off
economic uncertainty for millions
by immediately issuing regulation
or guidance explicitly designating
CARES Act “benefit payments”
as funds that are exempt from
garnishment.
“During this public health and
economic crisis, the States do not
believe that the billions of dollars
appropriated by Congress to help
keep hard-working Americans
afloat should be subject to garnishment,” the attorneys general
write. Continuing, “Treasury has
stated that ‘[i]n the weeks immediately after the passage of the
CARES Act, Americans will see
fast and direct relief in the form of
Economic Impact Payments,’ and
we request Treasury’s assistance
in ensuring Americans are able to
retain that monetary relief.”
(Continued on page 11)
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Queens Chamber Of Commerce, Rep. Gregory Meeks And
Members Of Queens Congressional Delegation Host Video
Conference Call With Local Small Business Owners
Call features remarks from Rep.
Meeks, Rep. Meng, Rep. Maloney, Rep. Jeffries and Rep.
Suozzi
The Queens Chamber of Commerce and Representative Gregory
Meeks hosted a video conference
call for Queens-based small businesses suffering due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The call featured
remarks from Rep. Meeks, and Rep.
Grace Meng, Rep. Carolyn Maloney, Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, Rep.
Tom Suozzi and Queens Chamber
of Commerce President and CEO
Tom Grech, who spoke about the
resources available to small businesses during the pandemic. Over
150 small businesses participated
in the call.
“All of the Queens delegation
wants to be able to assist you in
accessing the dollars that were put
into the PPP (payroll protection
program),” said Representative
Meeks. “There’s also a $10,000
grant program that you can apply
for immediately.”
“The most exciting program for
small businesses right now--with
$350 billion available--is to get

two and a half times your monthly
payroll in a loan from the Small
Business Administration, which
will be forgivable if you keep your
employees on,” said Representative
Suozzi. “And for anyone who has
fired or furloughed people already,
you can get the loan, and bring
people back on.”
“I want to thank our members
and our business community, who
have been incredible allies during
this time, especially here in Queens.
And this is not just in helping us get
out the word about loans and grants
that we have created--but also helping with equipment and supplies for
our local hospitals,” said Representative Meng. “Please utilize me as a
resource in continuing to get out this
information to our communities.”
“My office and I will work with
anybody that has problems getting a
loan,” said Representative Maloney.
“If you are in my district, call me,
and I will work with you, and with
the bank, to get things rolling.”
“We are looking to build upon
the CARES act that was passed
last month,” said Representative
Jeffries. “We recognize that the
needs displaced workers and small

businesses have are great--we must
continue to act in a comprehensive
and swift fashion so we can meet
those needs.”
“Queens is so fortunate to have
strong leadership in Congress who
understands that small businesses
are the backbone of our community,” said Queens Chamber of
Commerce President and CEO
Tom Grech. “We are thankful to
Rep. Gregory Meeks and his team
for helping facilitate this important
event, and to Rep. Meng, Rep. Maloney, Rep. Jeffries and Rep. Suozzi
for joining us this afternoon. We
will continue to work with them,
and our elected leaders at all levels
of government, to give hope to small
businesses at this difficult time.”
About the Queens Chamber of
Commerce - The Queens Chamber
of Commerce is the oldest and
largest business association in
Queens, representing more than
1,150 businesses and more than
100,000 Queens-based employees.
Its mission is to foster connections,
educate for success, develop/implement programs and advocate for
members’ interests. www.queenschamber.org

Meng Warns Queens Residents About Coronavirus Scams
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) today warned Queens
residents to be aware of scammers
who are seeking to take advantage
of consumers during the coronavirus outbreak.
The scams include everything
from bogus vaccination and home
test kits to robocalls offering insurance and work-at-home schemes.
Among the most noted scams to
be on the lookout for are those in
which criminals attempt to steal
people’s COVID-19 relief payments, the funds consisting of up to
$1,200 per adult and $500 per child
that the Internal Revenue Service
(IRS) is in the process of sending
out to taxpayers.
According to the IRS, the agency
will in most cases deposit relief
payments into the direct deposit
account that taxpayers previously
provided on their tax returns. Taxpayers who have previously filed
but did not provide direct deposit
information to the IRS will be able
to provide their banking information online to a newly designed
secure portal on IRS.gov in midApril. If the IRS does not have a
taxpayer’s direct deposit information, a check will be mailed to the
address on file. Taxpayers should
not provide their direct deposit or
other banking information for others to input on their behalf into the

secure portal. For retirees (Social
Security recipients) who don’t normally have a requirement to file a
tax return, no action on their part
is needed to receive their payment.
The IRS has also provided the
following tips to help consumers be
on the alert for fraudsters seeking
to steal their relief payments. When
contacting taxpayers, scammers
may:
• Emphasize the words “Stimulus
Check” or “Stimulus Payment.”
The official term is economic impact payment.
• Ask the taxpayer to sign over
their economic impact payment
check to them.
• Ask by phone, email, text or
social media for verification of
personal and/or banking information saying that the information is
needed to receive or speed up their
economic impact payment.
•
Suggest that they can get a
tax refund or economic impact
payment faster by working on the
taxpayer’s behalf. This scam could
be conducted by social media or
even in person.
• Mail the taxpayer a bogus check,
perhaps in an odd amount, then tell
the taxpayer to call a number or
verify information online in order
to cash it.
“It is unconscionable that in the
middle of a public health crisis,

there are those who prey on unsuspecting individuals, and attempt to
steal the money they need during
this pandemic,” said Meng. “If
you receive a call regarding your
economic impact payment, hangup. If you receive an email or text,
do not reply, and do not click on
attachments and links. Report it to
law enforcement and the IRS. The
IRS will never contact you asking
for any kind of personal information. All New Yorkers, particularly
seniors, immigrant communities
and vulnerable populations, must
be on the alert. I urge everybody
to do all they can to prevent themselves from becoming victims of
these scams, and being cheated
out the relief payments they need
and deserve.”
Those who receive unsolicited
emails, text messages or social
media attempts to gather information that appear to be from either
the IRS or an organization closely
linked to the IRS, such as the
Electronic Federal Tax Payment
System (EFTPS), should forward
it to phishing@irs.gov.
The economic impact payments
are being made available under
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES)
Act, which was recently passed by
Congress and signed into law by
the President.

Statement From State Senator John Liu on NYC School
Closing Through The Rest of The Year

“Closing NYC schools through
the rest of the school year is the
right decision. Remote learning
for the rest of the academic year
will keep our children, teachers,

staff and administrators safe
amid the COVID-19 epidemic.
Even so, there is no doubt that
school closures will be difficult
on students and families. The
NYS Senate Committee on NYC
Education will work with our
partners in education to ensure
that our children have what they
need to continue learning, and
that the eventual transition back to
traditional school goes smoothly.

Thank you to everyone involved
in educating our kids; your hard
work, f lexibility and guidance
have provided a lifeline to NYC
children during the time of crisis.
We all look forward to the day we
can reunite in person and continue
to learn together in the classroom;
until then, let’s continue to stay
home and keep our families and
community as safe as possible
during these unprecedented times.
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Statement: Council Member Moya on
City Data Showing Covid-19
Disproportionately Kills Latinos And
Black Americans
Council Member Francisco
Moya issued the following statement on Tuesday regarding preliminary data provided by the
New York City Department of
Mental Health and Hygiene:
“The preliminary data tragically support what some of us have
been talking about for weeks: This
disease is decimating black and
Latino communities. As someone
who lives in Corona, Queens, and
represents Elmhurst Hospital, it’s
been clear for weeks that we were
ground zero for the U.S. outbreak.
It’s not clear the tidal wave that
hit us is going to continue washing over neighborhoods that look
like ours.
“COVID-19 is a disease of
opportunity, infecting anyone it
can without bias and irrespective
of geographic borders. However,
those with the greatest exposure to
the illness are also those with the
fewest opportunities themselves.
They’re people who have historically had less access to health
care, fewer economic resources,
are more likely to live in dense
neighborhoods with multi-generational and family households with

more residents — increasing the
rate of spread.
“They’re more likely to work in
the service or hospitality industry
— jobs that can’t be done remotely.
It should come as no surprise that
the demographics who are underrepresented in COVID-19 fatality
data are also groups who are more
able to work from home. A recent
review of data from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics by the Economic
Policy Institute found that only 16
percent of Latinos and less than 20
percent of black Americans could
work remotely. Comparatively, 37
percent of Asian and 30 percent
of white Americans could work
from home.
“COVID-19 didn’t break the
city, it exposed it. Black and Latino communities — especially
in undocumented communities
where adults are five times more
likely to be uninsured than citizens — were always going to be
the most vulnerable to an outbreak
like this. As we put the pieces back
together in the months that follow,
we have to address the systemic
inequalities that put us in this
position to begin with.”

TALKRADIO 77 WABC Radio to Air
“The Cats Roundtable With
John Catsimatidis”
Every Sunday at 9 a.m.
Interviews with Biggest Names
in Politics, Business, Science
and More
TALK RADIO 77 WABC is
proud to announce it will air the
nationally syndicated Cats Roundtable with John Catsimatidis every Sunday at 9 a.m., beginning
this Sunday, April 12. The Cats
Roundtable is hosted by self-made
billionaire, philanthropist, and
former New York City mayoral
candidate John Catsimatidis and

features interviews with A-List
guests from politics, business,
science, and more. Last month,
Catsimatidis’s Red Apple Media,
a subsidiary of Red Apple Group,
purchased 77 WABC.
“It’s exciting for me to have my
show on the legendary 77 WABC,”
exclaimed Catsimatidis. “WABC
is a staple in talk radio and a vital
part of New York City. I love New
York, and I’m looking forward to
welcoming all the new listeners
from 77 WABC.”

Statement From Council Member Peter
Koo After Thwarting Assault And
Robbery In His Flushing Home
Recently, as he was returning to
his downtown Flushing home from
a walk, City Council Member Peter
Koo was assaulted and mugged by
three masked attackers in the lobby
of his building. As he entered the
lobby from the street, one assailant
struck him from behind in the side
of his head. Words were exchanged
and CM Koo took out his phone
to call 911. They tried to steal his
phone, but CM Koo held on and
continued to scream at the muggers, at which point they ran off.
After calling the police, officers
from the 109 Police Precinct later
apprehended two of the assailants
shortly after they robbed another
person several blocks away.
CM Koo stated, “I’d like to
offer my sincerest gratitude to the
109th Police Precinct for their swift
action in apprehending two of my
attackers last night. While it was

a frightening encounter, I maintained my composure to the best
of my ability and contacted police
immediately with the descriptions
and the direction they were heading. For this reason, authorities
were able to track them down in
short time. I remind our community that during these uncertain
times, we must all continue to stay
aware of our surroundings and take
precautions against those who are
looking to take advantage of our
incapacitated society. While I do
not believe this attack was racially
motivated, Asian communities in
New York City have experienced a
significant uptick in racist attacks
since the outbreak of COVID-19,
and it is important that our law
enforcement continues to receive
support so that they have the resources they need to protect our
communities.”
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Luminous Management LLC
filed Arts. of Org. with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 1/21/20. County: Queens.
SSNY has been designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served and shall mail process
to: c/o Louis J. Ruggiero, Esq.,
35-07 90th St, Jackson Heights,
NY 11372. Purpose: any lawful
act. 3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
OSHA4US LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/05/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to 84-23 55th
Road, Elmhurst, NY 11373.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of 23-11
27TH STREET LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 04/03/20. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to Greenberg
& Schulman, 90 Woodbridge
C e n t e r D r. , S t e . 2 0 0 ,
Woodbridge, NJ 07095-1182.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

Notice of Formation of LORIS
DIGITAL LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/09/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to
42-55 Colden St., Apt. #10-P,
Flushing, NY 11355-3943.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
ASTARTEA CONSULTING
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 02/06/2020. Office location:
Q u e e ns C o unt y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 39-10 49TH Street,
Apt 2, Sunnyside, NY 11104.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/12,19,26,4/2,9&16/2020

VMS Investor LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/20/2020.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 150-28
99TH Pl., Ozone Park, NY
11417. G eneral Pur pose.
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020
YOU YONG LLC. Ar ts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
06/27/19. Of fice: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 163 - 53 20th
Ave, Whitestone, NY 11357.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020
Notice of formation of
COLLECTIVE ART NYC LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 1/27/2020. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to
89 - 47 Vanderveer Street,
Queens Village, NY 11427.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020
BRADY & BADER LLP Notice
of Registration filed with NY
Sec. of State (SSNY) 1/23/2020.
Office located in Queens
County. SSNY is designated
as agent of LLP whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to 15636 CrossBay Blvd., Howard
Beach, NY 11414, which is also
the principal business location.
Purpose: To Practice Law.
3/12,19,26,4/2,9&16/2020
Cle Logistics LLC Arts of Org.
filed SSNY 3/5/20. Office:
Queens Co. SSNY design
agent for process & shall mail to
Legalinc Corporate Srvcs Inc.
1967 Wehrle Dr #1-086 Buffalo,
NY 14221 General Purpose.
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020
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Notice of Formation of P AND
B HOMES, LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/10/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to 186-10 Hilburn Avenue,
Saint A lbans, NY 11412.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020
Notice of Formation of KIM
CPA, PLLC Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 11/06/2019. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to
28-10 Jackson Avenue, #8S,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020
Notice of formation of Homeb
Management, LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 1/13/2020. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to
50 - 09 38th Street, FL 2,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020
EL AMANECER MULTISERVICE,
LLC. Filed with SSNY on
01/21/2020. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as agent
for process and shall mail copy
to: 9028 80 Street, Woodhaven
NY 11421. Purpose: Any lawful.
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
G A Z A LB LIT Z 11 LLC, a
domest ic LLC. A r t s. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
3/9/2020. Office location:
QUEENS County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process to:
The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

Notice of Formation of
H O PS K I PA N DS E AS LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
01/27/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u nt y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 88-12 102
Road, Ozone Park, NY 11416.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/12,19,26,4/2,9&16/2020
ROC BEACH LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
01/29/20. Of fice: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom proc ess against it
may be served. SSNY shall
m a i l c o py of p r o c e s s t o
the LLC, 115-10 Rockaway
Beach Blvd, Rockaway
Park, NY 11694. Purpose:
Any lawful purpose.
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
EAGLEE2E LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 01/30/2020.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: 68-30 76th Street,
Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020
Vista Realty 10-21 LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/10/2020.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
a g a i n s t m ay b e s e r v e d
& shall mail process to c/o
Claddagh Electronics, 10-32
47th Rd., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020
Notice of formation of NY
DRE AM BUILDERS LLC.
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York SSNY on 09/27/2019.
Office located in QUEENS.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 30-50
WHITESTONE EXPY, SUITE
105, FLUSHING,NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020

Attorney General James Leads Coalition Urging
Federal Government to Ensure Emergency . . .

(Continued from page 9)

Attorney General James,
as part of a coalition of
23 attorneys general, also
sent a second letter today
to the Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau (CFPB),
demanding the federal
agency enforce the provision of the CARES Act
that protects consumers
who obtain relief under the
Act from incurring harm
to their credit scores, after
the agency recently announced that it would not
be enforcing the provision.
The letter demands that the
CFPB require both lenders
and credit reporting agencies to meet their obligations under the Fair Credit
Reporting Act during the
COVID-19 crisis.
“If we hope to have a
quick economic recovery
when this crisis is over,
American consumers must

be fully equipped to reenter
the market,” the attorneys
general write. “The status of Americans’ credit
repor ts will be vital to
ensuring strong participation in the economy. The
importance of protecting
consumers’ credit is even
greater during this crisis.”
Joining Attorney General
James in signing this letter
to the Treasury Department
are the attorneys general
of California, Colorado,
Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois,
Iowa, Maryland, Massachusetts, Maine, Michigan,
Minnesota, Nevada, New
Hampshire, New Jersey,
New Mexico, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island,
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, and Wisconsin, as
well as the Hawaii Office
of Consumer Protection.
Joining Attorney General James in signing the

letter to the CFPB are the
attorneys general of California, Colorado, Hawaii,
I l l i nois, Iowa , Mai ne,
Ma ssachu set t s, Mich igan, Minnesota, Nevada,
New Jersey, New Mexico,
North Carolina, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia,
Washington, Wisconsin,
the District of Columbia,
and Puerto Rico.
These matters were
handled by Assistant Attorney General Christopher
L. McCall, Deputy Bureau
Chief Laura J. Levine, and
Bureau Chief Jane M. Azia
— all of the Consumer
Frauds and Protection Bureau. The Consumer Frauds
and Protection Bureau is
overseen by Chief Deputy
Attorney General for Economic Justice Christopher
D’Angelo and First Deputy
Attorney General Jennifer
Levy.

Global Arts Venue Free Series of Virtual Programming,
Flushing Town Hall at Home! Continues
(Continued from page 4)
local, immigrant, national,
and international artists,
developing partnerships
and collaborations that
enhance our efforts. As a
member of New York City’s
Cultural Institutions Group
(CIG), we serve to restore,

manage and program the
historic 1862 landmark on
behalf of the City of New
York. FTH celebrates the
history of Queens as the
home of Jazz, by presenting
the finest in Jazz performance. We are committed to arts education and
hands-on learning, for the

arts-curious, arts enthusiasts, and professional artists. We serve one of the
most diverse communities
in the world and strive to
uphold the legacy of inclusiveness that has defined
our community since the
Flushing Remonstrance
of 1657.

NY MTA’s ‘Temperature Brigade’ Tests
Employee Temperatures
(Continued from page 1)
Metro-North fire brigade
in addition to 60 contract
workers are performing
this task.
In a prepared statement,
MTA Chief Safety Officer
Patrick Warren said, “One of
the best ways to reduce the
spread of COVID-19 is to
ensure that people who are
sick are staying home, out of
the transit system and away
from work. Our ‘temperature brigade’ helps reduce
risk for everyone, and they
are among the thousands of
behind-the-scenes heroes
at the MTA working hard
to fight this formidable
pandemic. Our frontline
employees are incredible,
and we thank them for their
courage and commitment to
public service.”
The testing began at 7
locations including MTA
Headquarters at 2 Broadway
as they enter the building.

If the employee tests over
100.4 degrees, they’re sent
home. According to the
MTA, only 1 out of a thousand fails the test.
This is in sharp contrast
with 50 operating employees that have died from effects from the virus.
The 22 locations are:
•
NYCT Rail Control
Center
• NYCT Bus Command
Center
•
NYCT Power Control
Center
• NYCT 130 Livingston
• NYCT PS248 Training
Center in Brooklyn
• NYCT West Farms Depot
• NYCT Queens Village
Depot
• NYCT Grand Ave Depot
• NYCT Gun Hill Depot
• NYCT Jackie Gleason
Depot
•
NYCT College Point
Depot
• NYCT JFK Depot
• NYCT Zerega Training

Center
•
Staten Island Railway
Command
• LIRR Jamaica Command
Center
• NY Penn Station Central
Control (both for Long Island Rail Road and Amtrak
personnel)
•
LIRR Maintenance of
Equipment Crew Dispatching Office
• LIRR West Side Storage
Yard
• Metro-North Grand Central Terminal
•
Metro-North Croton
Harmon Yard
• Bridges & Tunnels Operations Command Center
• MTA Police Department
Command Center
MTA Chairman/CEO
Pat Foye has tested positive
in addition to about 1,900
testing positive. Chairman
Foye added that currently
5,200 are in quarantine
from 6,000 and 1,800 have
returned to work.

Staying Home? Perfect Time to Learn
Lifesaving Skills
(Continued from page 9)

Queens Times
says
Stay Safe
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Online
Babysitting & Child Care
Advanced Child Care Training Online
Babysitting Basics
Additional courses are

available.
DOW N LOA D A PPS &
ACTIVATE FIRST AID
SKILL Free Red Cross apps
such as First Aid and Pet
First Aid are available for
mobile devices to help you
be prepared, stay safe and

save lives. The apps can be
downloaded in app stores or
at redcross.org/apps.
Activate the Red Cross
First Aid Skill for Alexaenabled devices. Test your
first aid knowledge and take
the first aid quiz.
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New COVID-19 Testing Site Opens
In Far Rockaway

The Joseph P. Addabbo Family
Health Center has started testing
people for the new coronavirus
(COVID-19) Tuesday at its Far
Rockaway location.
Testing slots are available by
appointment only, starting two
days a week. The clinic will start
to offer testing three days a week
if it can secure enough personal
protective equipment for health
care workers, CEO Dr. Miriam
Y. Vega said.
“Testing is crucial for moving

us forward as a society during this
pandemic,” Vega said. “Our community residents deserve to know
their status so they can become
empowered to take all necessary
mitigating steps.”
The tests will be administered
at the Joseph P. Addabbo Family
Health Center clinic at 12-88 Central Avenue. Call 718-945-7150 to
make an appointment and visit
the Joseph P. Addabbo Family
Health Center website for more
information.

WE’RE HIRING!

Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com
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