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The Queens Times
NYS Department of Labor Launches 

New Streamlined Application for 
New Yorkers to Apply for Pandemic 

Unemployment Assistance
Without Having To First Apply For Unemployment Insurance

Cumbersome federal policy that slowed New York from dis-
tributing benefits lifted
 
In conjunction with this morning’s rollout of improved ap-
plication, over 3,100 DOL representatives solely dedicated to 
answering unemployment benefit needs in improved process
 
Since the COVID-19 crisis began, DOL has paid $2.2 billion 
in Unemployment benefits to 1.1 million New Yorkers
 
Application call backlog prior to 4/8 reduced to 4,305 from 
275,000 
 
     The New York State Department of Labor today announced 
the launch of a new application for New Yorkers to apply for 
traditional Unemployment Insurance or the new COVID-19 
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance. This one-stop-shop for 
unemployment benefits will connect New Yorkers with the 
benefits they deserve faster, without requiring them to call the 
Department of Labor.
     Prior to today, due to cumbersome federal guidelines, New 
Yorkers were required to apply for regular Unemployment Insur-
ance and be rejected before applying for Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Assistance. With this new application, which aligns with 
updated federal policy, New Yorkers will be able to simply fill 
out one form to get the correct benefits. 

Asians in America (AiA) Delivers 
Over 1,200 Meals to Flushing’s  

First Responders

Asians in America – this past weekend teamed up with local 
business leaders and Downtown Flushing’s most beloved 
restaurants to purchase and deliver meals to those on the 
frontlines of the coronavirus pandemic. See story on page 6.

NYPD 107 Precinct Helps Veteran  

Pictured above with 94-year-old Harold Schaffer a Korean War Veteran is Detective 
James Davneiro, Police Officers Jonathan Maietta, Brian Finnerty, Catherine 
Hernandez, Shanell Rowe, Launia Rejouit and Tomasz Przybylowski. They all jumped 
at the chance to help the 94-year-old Korean War veteran. See story on page 5.

A-Rod and J-Lo Looking to Invest in 
Corona’s Major Baseball Team

Jennifer Lopez and Alex Rodriguez are looking to own a sports franchise and the New 
York Mets, housed in Corona Queens, are in their crosshairs. See story on page 2.
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     In conjunction with this  
morning’s rollout of the im-
proved application, DOL has been  
deploying over 3,100 representa-
tives solely dedicated to answer-
ing unemployment benefit needs 
seven days a week. This is up 
from 400 who previously manned 
the DOL call center prior to the 
pandemic.
     Since the COVID-19 crisis be-
gan, DOL has paid approximately 
$2.2 billion in Unemployment 
Insurance benefits to 1.1 million 
New Yorkers. The application call 
backlog prior to April 8 has been 
reduced to 4,305 from 275,000.
     “I have been unemployed before 
myself, and I understand the pain, 
fear and anxiety New Yorkers are 
facing. The DOL’s mission is to 
help our neighbors through some 
of their toughest days, and in the 
last week we have made great 
strides in updating our systems,” 
NYS Department of Labor Com-
missioner Roberta Reardon said. 
“While it appears the coronavirus 
pandemic is beginning to stabilize 
— at least from the public health 
perspective — we know that many 
New Yorkers are still facing an 
uncertain economic future, and 
the Department of Labor will con-
tinue to dedicate every resource 
available to helping New Yorkers 
weather this storm.”
     The updated unemployment 
benefits application system, avail-
able here, will determine which 
unemployment program — unem-
ployment insurance or Pandemic 
Unemployment Assistance — 

New Yorkers should apply for 
and then prompt them to answer 
a specific set of questions. The ap-
plication builds on the new online 
system the department rolled out 
on Friday, April 10th, in partner-
ship with the State Office of Infor-
mation Technology Services and 
Google Cloud, to help manage the 
exponential and unprecedented 
increase in new claims resulting 
from the COVID-19 pandemic. 
     The Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Assistance (PUA) program, 
which was included in the Federal 
CARES Act, provides unemploy-
ment benefits for individuals who 
are ineligible for traditional unem-
ployment insurance. Examples of 
those covered by PUA include:
•    Self-employed New Yorkers;
•    Independent contractors;
•    New Yorkers who worked for 
an app-based company (i.e. “gig 
workers”)
•    Farmers;
•    Those diagnosed with CO-
VID-19 or who have COVD-19 
symptoms and are seeking a 
diagnosis;
•    Those living with a household 
member who has been diagnosed 
with COVID-19;
•    Those providing care for a 
family or household member di-
agnosed with COVID-19;
•    A primary caregiver for a child 
unable to attend school or another 
facility due to COVID-19;
•    Those unable to reach their 
place of employment due to an 
imposed quarantine or because 
they have been advised by a medi-

cal provider to self-quarantine due 
to COVID-19;
•    Those scheduled to commence 
new employment that cannot 
reach their workplace as a direct 
result of COVID-19;
•    Those who became a major 
breadwinner because the head of 
their household died from CO-
VID-19;
•    Those who quit their job as a 
direct result of COVID-19;
•    Those whose place of employ-
ment closed as a direct result of 
COVID-19;
•    Those with insufficient work 
history and affected by COV-
ID-19; and
•    New Yorkers otherwise not 
qualified for regular or extended 
UI benefits and affected by CO-
VID-19
     In addition, New Yorkers 
concerned about food insecurity 
are reminded that resources are 
available across the state. Anyone 
looking for assistance can find a 
local food bank, including those 
supported by New York State, 
by visiting Feeding America’s 
website here.
     The New York State Depart-
ment of Labor is dedicated to 
ensuring that every New Yorker 
who is entitled to unemployment 
insurance benefits will receive 
all benefits due. New Yorkers 
seeking to file an unemployment 
insurance claim should visit labor.
ny.gov or call the Telephone Claim 
Center at (888) 209-8124. Below 
are some resources that will assist 
New Yorkers in filing their claims.

NYS Department of Labor Launches New Streamlined  
Application for New Yorkers to Apply for Pandemic  

Unemployment Assistance   (Continued from page 1)

Meng Introduces $2 Billion Bill to Provide Internet Service 
To Students During Covid-19 Pandemic

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
NY), a member of the powerful 
House Appropriations Commit-
tee that funds federal programs 
and agencies, today introduced 
the Emergency Educat ional 
Connections Act of 2020 to en-
sure that students have internet 
access during the novel coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
emergency.
     The Congresswoman’s legis-
lation would create a special $2 
billion Emergency Connectivity 
Fund at the Federal Communi-
cations Commission (FCC) to 
disburse funds to schools and 
libraries, and Tribal schools 

and libraries, to purchase Wi-Fi 
hotspots, modems, routers, and 
internet-connected devices for 
students and patrons.
     “COVID-19 has forced over 
55 million students to stay home 
during this national health crisis 
and adjust to a new future that 
requires internet access and a 
computer to continue their stud-
ies,” said Meng. “Before this 
crisis occurred, students without 
internet access at home were part 
of the so called ‘homework gap’ 
and struggled to keep up with 
their peers who have internet ac-
cess at home. Today, with schools 
across the country having moved 

learning entirely online, includ-
ing class meetings, explanations 
of new content, virtual field trips, 
homework, and learning exer-
cises, this gap seems more like a 
chasm. Students without internet 
service will fall further behind as 
students with internet service at 
home can continue advancing in 
their studies. Whether they live in 
urban centers, suburbs, or exurbs, 
or small communities in rural 
America, all students require 
internet connectivity to succeed 
during this pandemic. I urge my 
colleagues to support my bill and 
ensure it is included in the next 
coronavirus relief package.”

A-Rod and J-Lo Looking to Invest in 
Corona’s Major Baseball Team

     The Wilpon family, who cur-
rently owns the Mets, is looking to 
sell the team and A-Rod thinks he 
has a lucrative proposal to make the 
purchase for the Corona Queens, 
NY based team.
     Rodriguez and Lopez are plan-
ning to put up a relatively small per-
centage of cash necessary to make 
a deal. However, they are actively 
looking for big investors who can 

make an investment somewhere 
between 25 to 50 million dollars. 
They would then seek financing 
from a bank for the remaining bal-
ance. A-Rod and J Lo have report-
edly retained JPMorgan Chase to 
raise capital.
     The Mets are not the Yankees, 
which have a status as the baseball 
crown jewel of the Empire State, 
but the upside would be having 
the celebrity duo aligned with the 
organization.

     The Mets are reportedly worth 
around $2.4 billion. However, many 
others have valued the team in the 
$1.5 billion range. Hedge fund man-
ager Steve Cohen was previously 
in negotiations to buy the Mets in a 
deal valued at $2.6 billion, however, 
that fell apart in February.
     A-Rod, a former New York Yan-
kee, and J Lo, from the Bronx, will 
be a wonderful addition to Corona, 
Queens if they become new owners. 
Go Mets!
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.

(Continued on page 5)

Council Member Vallone Calls on Congress to 
Include Co-ops and Condos in CARES Act Relief

     At the next City Council Stated 
Meeting, Council Member Paul 
A. Vallone will introduce a reso-
lution calling on Congress and 
President Trump to expand the 
CARES Act and Payroll Protec-
tion Program to include consid-
erations for housing cooperatives 
and condominiums, allowing 
them the ability to access critical 
PPP loans processed by the U.S. 
Small Business Administration. 
Congress is slated to consider the 
next COVID-19 stimulus package 
later this month. 
     The Payroll Protection Program 
provides cash-f low assistance 
through 100-percent federally 
guaranteed loans to employers 
who maintain their payroll dur-
ing this public emergency. If 
employers maintain their payroll, 
the loans are forgiven. The SBA 
announced on Thursday that the 
funds allocated to the program in 
the last stimulus bill have been 
exhausted due to overwhelming 
demand and urged Congress to 
appropriate additional funds in 
the next package.
     Similar to small businesses, 
cooperative and condominium 
owners and tenants are facing a 
number of hardships stemming 
from the COVID-19 crisis, in-
cluding declining revenues from 
shareholders who have lost their 
jobs, declining rental income 

from commercial tenants and 
vacant apartments that are unsold 
due to the current market. Many 
also report the inability to pay 
their essential workers, which 
will undoubtedly hurt tenant 
populations, many of whom are 
homebound seniors.
     “As our City persists through 
the COVID-19 crisis, we must 
protect a cornerstone of our lo-
cal communities,” said Council 
Member Vallone. “Our co-ops 
and condos provide a vital afford-
able, middle-class housing option 
to hundreds of thousands of our 
New Yorkers. The next iteration 
of the Payroll Protection Program 
must extend this lifeline to our co-
operative and condominium own-
ers and tenants, who too are facing 
immense hardship paying their 
essential workers and maintaining 
other critical operating expenses 
during this public health crisis.”
     “This week I sent a letter to 
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and 
SBA Administrator Carranza 
urging them to make residential 
housing cooperatives and con-
dominium associations eligible 
for Payroll Protection Program 
loans under the CARES Act,” 
said Congressman Tom Suozzi. 
“I fully support Council Member 
Vallone and the rest of the City 
Council in their efforts to ensure 
the financial stability of the thou-

sands of housing cooperatives 
and condominiums throughout 
the New York metropolitan area.”
     The President’s Coop & 
Condominium Council, an or-
ganization located in New York 
City representing over 100,000 
units of affordable cooperative/
condominium housing units, have 
issued a letter to Congressional 
leadership in support. 
     “Coop shareholders in New 
York City have been especially 
hard hit by the Coronavirus, both 
medically and financially,” said 
Geoffrey Mazel, General Counsel 
of the President’s Coop & Condo-
minium Council.  “Many affected 
coops are located in Queens, NY, 
the epicenter of the epicenter. The 
PPP loan would provide much 
needed relief for these hard hit 
housing cooperatives.”
     “New York’s housing coop-
eratives and condominiums may 
face the same financial uncer-
tainty as other businesses,” said 
Yacov Pshtissky, vice president 
of the Bay Club’s Board of Man-
agers. “Their revenues could  
decline as some tenants struggle to 
make their monthly maintenance  
payments. At the same time, we’re 
seeing utility costs rise as tenants 
spend more time in their units.”
     A total of 22 Council Members 
have already signed on as prime 
sponsors to support the resolution.

Rep. Grace Meng Announces New Online Portal For 
Coronavirus Relief Payments

Website allows taxpayers to track 
their payments and submit direct 
deposit information

     With coronavirus relief pay-
ments now going out to taxpay-
ers, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) announced today that 
the U.S. Treasury Department and 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 
have launched “Get My Payment,” 
an online portal that allows tax-
payers to track the status of their 
payment.
     The portal also allows taxpay-
ers to submit their direct deposit 
information if they did not do 
so when they filed their 2018 or 
2019 tax returns. Once these tax 
filers provide their bank informa-
tion, their relief payments will 
be deposited directly into their 
accounts, instead of having to 
wait for a paper check to arrive 
in the mail.  
     The payments are being made 
under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) 

Act, the third COVID-19 relief 
package that was recently passed 
by Congress and signed into law 
by the President. The payments 
consist of up to $1,200 per adult 
and $500 per child. The funds are 
intended to help many taxpayers 
with the financial burden that 
they are experiencing due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 
     “The COVID-19 crisis con-
tinues to take a financial toll on 
many people here in Queens and 
throughout the nation, and these 
payments will provide impacted 
individuals with needed tempo-
rary relief,” said Meng. “I urge 
those who have not provided direct 
deposit information to go to this 
new portal so that they can get 
their money as quickly as possible. 
I also encourage people to track 
their funds if they have not yet 
received their payments.”
     According to the Treasury De-
partment, taxpayers who want to 
track the status of their payment 
will need to enter basic informa-

tion in the “Get My Payment” app. 
These include a:
•    Social Security Number 
•    Date of birth 
•    Mailing address 
     The Treasury Department also 
says that taxpayers who want to 
add their bank account informa-
tion to speed receipt of their pay-
ment will also need to provide the 
following additional information:
•    Their Adjusted Gross Income 
from their most recent tax return 
submitted, either 2019 or 2018 
•    The refund or amount owed 
from their latest filed tax return 
•    Bank account type, account 
and routing numbers 
     People can visit the “Get My 
Payment” site at: https://www.irs.
gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment.
     Relief payments are not subject 
to federal income tax and will not 
change the refunds that taxpayers 
normally receive. The Congress-
woman has heard confusion sur-
rounding these concerns and this 
hopefully clarifies them.

Queens Chamber of Commerce  
Asks Federal Government  

“Where is the Money for Small Businesses?”
     The Queens Chamber of 
Commerce issues the following 
statement from President and 
CEO Tom Grech calling for the 
Paycheck Protection Program to 
be replenished to provide more 
Federal funding for small busi-
nesses:
     “Queens is the most hard-
working, vibrant, diverse county 
in America. Together—as a com-
munity—we are certain we will 
overcome this challenge. But 
right now, we need help from the 
Federal government. To date, I 
have not spoken to a single small 
business that has gotten a single 
cent from the Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP). This is unaccept-
able. Action needs to be taken 
now to save small businesses in 
Queens, and across the country. 
     Small businesses are the 
lifeblood of Queens, and com-
munities across America. They 
create economic opportunity and 
contribute to the character of our 
neighborhoods. With unemploy-
ment reaching unprecedented lev-
els, and business owners grappling 
with how to make payroll, pay rent 
and keep up with other expenses, 
the time to act is now. We don’t 
have a moment to waste with 
inaction or play partisan politics.
     In addition to making more 
direct funding available to small 

businesses, state and local govern-
ments need financial support too. 
We are already seeing the strain 
that the COVID-19 pandemic and 
economic downturn have had on 
our city budget. Businesses rely on 
essential services like police, fire 
and emergency response. If local 
governments can’t afford to ad-
equately fund these services, there 
will be no economic recovery. 
     We applaud Congressman 
Gregory Meeks and support his 
call for Congress to allocate an-
other $350 billion for PPP and for 
greater transparency about how 
these funds are distributed, and 
to Rep. Meng, Rep. Suozzi, Rep. 
Maloney, Rep. Jeffries and Rep. 
Velazquez for their leadership. 
The Queens Chamber looks for-
ward to working with our leaders 
in Washington to deliver small 
businesses the support they need 
right away.
     About the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce - The Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce is the oldest 
and largest business association 
in Queens, representing more 
than 1,150 businesses and more 
than 100,000 Queens-based em-
ployees. Its mission is to foster 
connections, educate for success, 
develop/implement programs and 
advocate for members’ interests. 
www.queenschamber.org

Meng Urges Trump to Help Combat Covid-19 Deaths at 
Nursing Homes in NY Particularly in Queens

Congresswoman sends letter 
to the President calling for in-
creased testing, funding, data 
and other resources; Queens has 
highest number of COVID-19 
deaths in nursing homes 

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) has announced that she 
sent a letter to President Trump 
urging him to help combat the 
high numbers of deaths that are 
occurring at nursing homes in 
New York, particularly in Queens, 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

     Meng’s correspondence calls 
on the President to use any means 
possible to expeditiously manu-
facture COVID-19 tests, and pri-
oritize them for New York so that 
local long term care facilities can 
conduct the testing that is needed. 
Meng also urged the President to 
increase coronavirus funding for 
nursing homes, and improve data 
on COVID-19 cases in these facili-
ties to help contain and mitigate 
the spread of the virus. In addition, 
she called for replicating nation-
ally the recent New York State 

requirement that long term care 
facilities inform family members 
of residents within 24 hours of any 
COVID-19 infections or deaths. 
     “The deaths at our nursing 
homes have been tragic and heart-
breaking,” said Meng. “The elder-
ly are among our most vulnerable 
populations. More must be done to 
protect them and we desperately 
need help from President Trump 
and his administration. I implore 
him to provide the resources that 
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Whirl With Merle

PRIMA PASTA STILL OPEN AFTER 28 YEARS by Merle Exit

     Tony Modica, owner of Prima Pasta and Café, at 161-50 
Cross Bay Blvd. has been giving back to the community 
with their original price of $5.00 for Fileto di Pomodoro 
(fresh tomatoes, onions, basil, flavored with prosciutto).  
Prima Pasta and Café was known for having long lines 
out the door with their pick a pasta/pick a sauce for a low 
price.  Opening 28 years ago, they remain at the same 
address of ….  
     Their original $5 has only doubled, but their large 
portions remain the same. That’s not all.  Tony, who has 
created The Pizza Dance talked about the tradition of 
“breaking bread” and will now give you a free bag of bread.  
One thing you could count on when waiting on the lines 
is someone on the staff offering what is known as “pizza 
bread.”  Made from their fresh pizza dough it was a small 
rectangular slice of bread with tomato sauce and herbs.       
This bag of bread, however, includes not just the pizza 
bread, but garlic knots and slices of Italian bread.  If you 
simply stop by and say, “hello,” you will get a bag of bread.  
     Food orders are now curbside and you tell them as to 
whether you are parked in the lot behind the café or directly 
in front.  Only one $5 special per person. Presently, the cost 
of pasta/sauce is 9.95 and $10.95 depending upon the sauce. 
     What about the rest of the menu?   What is “Mimma’s 
Mozzarella and Carozza? Think about breaded and fried 
mozzarella sticks and shape into a patty sandwich with a 
slice of ham (that seemed to have a prosciutto consistency 
vs boiled or baked ham) in the middle. It comes with some 
of their store made marinara sauce for dipping.   Tri-
color salad is not the common romaine lettuce, endive 
and radicchio, representing the 
colors of the Italian flag.  Chopped 
tomatoes are the “red” and their 
freshly made mozzarella is the 
“white.”  Is there anything special 
about the Chicken soup? It is worth 
the entry into the annual Chicken 
Soup Cook-off.  Savory taste with 
carrots, potatoes, etc. along with 
a delicious broth and just enough 
small pieces of white meat chicken.  
I would imagine that if you ordered 

“tortellini in brodo” you would get 
this same chicken soup with their 
cheese tortellini.  
     I had to sample a pizza pie!  I 
ordered one with eggplant, ar-
tichokes meatballs and ricotta 
cheese.  What a fabulous combina-
tion! Yes, I ate a few cold slices the 
next day and froze the others. 
     Veal Sorrentino is veal scalop-
pini, sliced eggplant, prosciutto, 
and mozzarella with a touch of 

tomato.  Delicious meat entrée.  
Due to it not being a restaurant 
atmosphere, they have forgone 
desserts.  Oh well.  
     Delivery is within about a 3-4 
mile radius where all of the pastas 
sell for its current price of $9.95+.  
Needless to say, you have a whole 
menu to choose from of pizza, 
entrees, salads, and more.  Phone 
number: 718-659-7278. www.pri-
mapastacafe.com 

     Mayor de Blasio said that the 
city is here to help with the mas-
sive demand, vowing to spend 
$170 million on an emergency 
food program - a dramatic in-
crease over what the city first 
promised when the economy went 
downhill last month.   
     The money is for grab-and-go 
meals handed out at city schools, 
as well as hand-delivered meals 
to people who can’t leave their 
homes.  There’s also $25 million 
for food pantries. And while the 
city’s supply chains are said to be 
stable, the administration is also 
spending $50 million to stock the 
city’s food reserves with 18 mil-
lion shelf-stable meals. 
     You have to register by either 
calling 311 and requesting to talk 
to someone regarding the free 
food or go online to register.  Here 
are the rules: No members of the 
household can go out and get food 
because they are at increased 
medical risk or homebound.  No 
neighbors or family members can 
go out and get food for you, do 
not receive meal assistance from 
other providers (incl. Meals on 
Wheels or God’s Love We De-
liver); and you are unable to afford 
meal delivery or grocery delivery. 
Households that qualify may place 
an order every 48 hours. No or-
ders may be placed between the 
hours of 11AM Friday and 11AM 
Saturday and no deliveries will be 
made on Sundays. Orders placed 
before 11AM will be delivered 
within two days of the order date. 
Orders placed after 11AM will be 
delivered within three days of the 
order date.
     Each order will contain two 
days of meals (4 meals per person 
in the household, but no household 
will receive more than 8 meals per 
delivery).
     I was able to speak with some-
one who had received a package 
for two people with each item 
being a one portion size, except 
for a quart of shelf storage milk.  
Some of the brands were unknown 
but could be checked out on the 
internet.  Protein: reheatable mac 
and cheese in a can type container, 
which I am guessing that it can-
not go into a microwave over.  It 
was described to me as having 
many additives and high in salt 
content; peanut butter from a 
company called Peanut Butter 
and Company; tuna and chicken 
in a pouch (Starkist), already sea-
soned; protein bars without nuts 
from a company called Zee Zee.  
Dry cereals of a known brand.  
Two types of crackers and bags of 
cookies which are not well known 
names but was described to me as 
being more healthy that the brand 
names.  Fruit cups, juices, and 
apple sauce.  
     Starting Monday, April 20, 
2020, partner distribution sites 
will include Mark Morris Dance 
Group, which will serve as a 
distribution site in Brooklyn and 
Museum of the Moving Image, 

Free Food And Services to Assist 
During Covid19 Situation

By Merle Exit 36-01 35 Avenue, Astoria, which 
will serve as a distribution site in 
partnership with local immigrant 
owned restaurants in Queens. Ad-
ditional partners include Staten 
Island Arts/La Colmena, which 
will serve as a distribution site for 
Staten Island. Each of the sites will 
provide free, pre-packaged meals 
from World Central Kitchen on a 
first-come, first-served basis.
     Many of the grocery stores, 
both small business and chain are 
willing to do the shopping and 
delivery.  Each of the chain stores 
tend to be privately owned.  For 
instance, the price for shopping 
differs, how payment is expected, 
etc. is determined by the owner.  
For example the C-Town located 
at 74-39 Jamaica Avenue, which 
caters to a 1-3 mile area, pres-
ently does not charge for either 
the shopping or delivery with no 
minimum, but shopping is based 
on availability.  Do not take advan-
tage of the no minimum by simply 
ordering two items.  They are try-
ing to do their best in this situation 
and in order to allow their service 
to continue see it as a blessing for 
those who cannot get out of their 
house or have someone else do the 
shopping for you.  I checked other 
C-Towns and each had a different 
guideline.  
     Panera Bread announced the 
launch of Panera Grocery, a new 
service enabling guests to pur-
chase high-demand pantry items 
such as milk, bread and fresh 
produce alongside their favorite 
Panera soup, salad or sandwich. 
Panera Grocery is easily ordered 
on the Panera app or website and is 
available via contactless delivery, 
Rapid Pick-Up®, Drive-Up and 
Drive-Thru, as well as through 
contact-free delivery via Grubhub.  
Pantry items are coming from 
items that are ordered for Panera’s 
menu.  For instance, you can pur-
chase a tomato at $1.49, apple for 
$.79.  Avocados are $1.49. You can 
get blueberries and red grapes as 
well.  Milk is sold by the gallon for 
$4.99.   A half dozen bagels will 
cost you $5.99 and an 8oz cream 
cheese spread for $2.99.   Check 
out the nearest Panera Bread to see 
if delivery is available.  
     State Senator Joseph P. Add-
abbo, Jr. delivered the following 
message in regards to the Howard 
Beach community’s supermar-
kets, restaurants and catering 
hall.   “I’m grateful to see our local 
businesses give back to their com-
munities, especially during a time 
of crisis as we find ourselves in 
today,” said State Senator Joseph 
P. Addabbo, Jr. “When our seniors 
can’t get to their centers for meals 
that they need, local restaurants 
and their employees are out there 
delivering food to their doors, 
or when they are doing curbside 
pickups to allow residents to still 
shop for their necessities even in a 
pandemic, that is what community 
is truly about. I want to thank all 
of our local businesses for being 
such an important part of our 
community and stepping up in this 
time of great need.”

     COVID-19 has created tough 
times for the Big Screen. Film 
festivals are cancelling all over 
the world. Cinemas are empty. 
And it’s basically impossible to 
shoot many scenes.
     The Museum of the Moving 
Image is feeling the pain. The 
Queens cultural’s ninth annual 
First Look festival was cut short 
in March and its main venue 
is temporary closed. However, 
MoMI is alive and kicking online 
and ready to present the Vimeo 
debut of “Room H.264: Quaran-
tine, April 2020”, The documen-
tary will remain online through 
Sunday, May 3.
     Created via Skype and edited 
over the last two weeks, “Room 
H.264” features several dozen 
professionals whose work was 
slated to debut at now-cancelled 
festivals like SXSW, CPH:DOX, 
Tribeca, and MoMI’s First Look. 
These filmmakers – who are se-
questered in safe spaces through-
out Nor th America, Europe, 
Africa, and beyond – answer the 
question: “Is cinema becoming 
a dead language—an art form 
which is already in decline?”
     There’s a bit of a trick here. 
During the Cannes Film Fes-
tival in 1982, prolific German 
writer/director/photographer 
Wim Wenders invited colleagues 
into a hotel room for 10 minutes 

The Museum of The Moving Image Debuts  
New Documentary Online

and asked that same question. He 
used the responses to create the 
documentary “Room 666.”
     “Room H.264” is actually 
the fourth phase in an ongoing 
series of updates to “Room 666.” 
The three other chapters involve 
interviews with video people 
in Brooklyn in 2016, Astoria 
in 2018, and Missouri in 2019. 
(They will stream online on Mo-
MI’s website at to-be-announced 
times.)
     All of these programs are free, 
but viewers are asked to make 
good-will donations to MoMI in 
exchange.
Bonus
     During a special online pre-

sentation on Sunday, April 19, 
at 8 pm, MoMI Curator of Film 
Eric Hynes will discuss “Room 
H.264” and “Room 666” with two 
directors — Jeff Reichert (“Ger-
rymandering,” Tribeca 2010; 
“This Time Next Year,” Tribeca 
2014) and Damon Smith (“Maine-
land,” SXSW 2017; “Sisters with 
Transistors,” SXSW 2020).
Review of MoMI’s Upcoming 
Online Schedule
“ROOM H.264” from April 17 at 
noon through May 3;
Some films slated for the can-
celled First Look 2020; and
The three other “ROOM 666”-re-
lated documentaries to be an-
nounced.
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For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 4/23/20 - 4/30/20

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Control those desires to cast 
your fate to the wind. You can 
learn from those who have had 
similar experiences. Don’t argue 
with family. Your lucky numbers 
are 1,7,5.

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Your knowledge and good sense 
will help more than you think. 
Alienation may be the result of 
a misunderstanding. You are 
best to avoid joint ventures. Your 
lucky numbers are 3,9,2.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Look into physical activities 
that will help get rid of some of 
that tension you may be feeling. 
Accept the inevitable. Travel op-
portunities look positive. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,9,2.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Your par tner could also use 
some t ime alone with you. 
Control those desires to cast 
your fate to the wind. Listen 
to the problems of others and 
offer suggestions. Your lucky 
numbers are 3,2,1.

LEO 
(July 23-Aug 22)
Keep to yourself in order to 
finish your projects. Try to be 
honest when dealing with your 
mate. Proper ty investments 
should payoff. Your lucky num-
bers are 4,9,3.

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Acknowledge your lover’s needs. 
Don’t be afraid to push your be-
liefs and attitudes. Passion will 
be your only answer. Check your 
investments this week. Your 
lucky numbers are 8,3,9.

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Be firm when dealing with mat-
ters pertaining to your business. 
Much can be accomplished if 
you compromise. Money can be 
made if you use your ingenuity. 
Your lucky numbers are 3,8,5.

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You need to do something ener-
getic and different. Use your in-
novative mind to surprise young-
sters. You can make amends by 
doing something special. Your 
lucky numbers are 8,7,3.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Your disciplined attention to 
jobs will enhance your position. 
You will be ready to jump on 
anyone who gets in the way of 
your progress this week. Your 
lucky numbers are 7,4,3.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 – Jan. 20)
Take action on your investment 
ideas. A need to be in love may 
fool you. Travel could bring you 
the adventure and excitement 
you require. Your lucky numbers 
are 9,5,4.

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You will inspire conf idence 
in others. Your stubbornness 
coupled with your mate’s jeal-
ousy doesn’t make for a favor-
able time. Pay extra attention 
to younger ones. Your lucky 
numbers are 5,3,9.

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Be sure to get involved in self 
improvement programs that will 
bring you in contact with inter-
esting people. Don’t confide in 
anyone for the time being. Your 
lucky numbers are 2,8,1.

TRY AND FIND

A hcho o
B e ep  B e ep
B oi ng
B o om
Bu r p

C l i ck
Cre a k
D i ng - D ong
Gu r g le
Ha Ha Ha

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. “All _____ on deck!”
6. Inflexible
11. Disney mermaid
12. Causing erosion
15. A light noise
16. Emits
17. Beer
18. Teach
20. Startled cry
21. Moist
23. Achy
24. Terminates
25. Food thickener
26. Length of yarn
27. Destiny
28. Depend
29. Conceit
30. Fathered
31. Replaced
34. Destined
36. 3 in Roman numerals
37. Whacks
41. Eager
42. Russian emperor
43. Leer at
44. Small songbird
45. Gladly (archaic)
46. Jetty
47. Be unwell
48. Flatbread
51. Children’s game
52. Expressive of contempt
54. Ventilate
56. Grazing land
57. Hackneyed
58. Nymph chaser
59. Ceased

DOWN
1. Cargo transport
2. Armory
3. Louse-to-be
4. Expunge
5. Sleigh
6. Statement
7. Angry
8. Departed
9. Actress Lupino
10. The easing of tensions
13. Required
14. Sounds of disapproval
15. Radiolocation
16. Conserving
19. Habitual practice
22. Superman’s home planet
24. Pendant earring
26. Pay attention to
27. Cry of disgust
30. Blend
32. Regulation (abbrev.)
33. A keyboard instrument
34. Fine wheat meal
35. Eternal
38. Incite
39. Ruffled
40. Twilled fabric
42. Leather maker
44. Stinging insect
45. Sprite
48. Very dry, as wine
49. Provisions
50. Composer Jerome ____
53. Estimated time of arrival
55. To discard

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

SOU N D OF F!

O op s
O uch
Plop
R at-Tat -Tat
Snap

T ick  To ck
Vro om
Wa a ah
W hack
W he e e

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Crossword/Sudoku online.. 
Visit www.queenstimes.com

Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

our long term care facilities need, 
and to do so immediately. I await 
his reply to my letter.”
     New York is the epicenter of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and Queens 
has the highest number of CO-
VID-19 deaths in nursing homes.

Meng Urges 
Trump to Help 

Combat Covid-19 
Deaths . . .

NYPD 107 Pct. 
Helps Veteran  
(Continued from page 1)

NYPD Officers from the 107th 
Precinct in Fresh Meadows re-
sponded to a 911 call. Upon arrival 
the Police found a 94-year-old 
male having a problem getting 
his grocery delivery. As the Police 
responded to the call they realized 
that the issue was with Harold 
Schaffer a Korean War Veteran 
who had a problem purchasing his 
grocery. To resolve the grocery 
issue they all reached into their 
own pockets and bought him the 
groceries.  They were so happy 
they could provide the Korean 
War Veteran with food during this 
pandemic.
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Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island,  
Florida and Italy

Ita l i a n  Ame r i c a n  J o u r na l
GIA

To read GIA online Visit www.giamondo.com

Urgent Call For Type A+ Blood  
Donation for Conductor Ben Schaeffer, 
Fighting for his Life against COVID-19

     A veteran conductor once 
hailed a hero for his handling of 
an on-board emergency is fight-
ing for his life and needs a plasma 
donation.
     Ben Schaeffer, Local 100’s 
RTO Conductor Vice Chair, has 
COVID-19 and is on a ventilator 
at Maimonides Hospital. 
Doctors have recommended an 
experimental new treatment called 
“Convalescent Plasma.” The 
Blood Bank at the hospital needs 
blood donors who have tested 
positive for the coronavirus, have 
recovered, and have gone at least 
14 days without symptoms. Ben’s 
blood type is A+ and he needs a 
matching donor or donors to come 
to his assistance now.  

     The number at Maimonides for 
potential donors to call is 718-283-
7657. If you have type A+ blood, 
please help your union brother.
     Plasma is the straw-colored, 
liquid in which your blood cells 
“swim. According to the NY 
Blood Center, a plasma donation 
feels much the same as a whole 
blood donation. A small amount 
of blood is taken from your arm 
using a new, sterile, single use 
needle
     Ben, 57, is a 23 year Transit 
veteran. In October, he quickly 
evacuated his train at a Brooklyn 
stop after being alerted that a rider 
had poured gasoline on the floor 
of one of the cars. The story was 
covered by Channel 4 NY.

Asians in America (AiA) Delivers Over 1,200 Meals to 
Flushing’s First Responders

     Asians in America (AiA) – an 
organization founded by state 
assembly candidate Steven Lee 
to increase social services and 
community activism among Asian 
Americans – this weekend teamed 
up with local business leaders 
and Downtown Flushing’s most 
beloved restaurants to purchase 
and deliver meals to those on 
the frontlines of the coronavirus 
pandemic. TKK Fried Chicken, 
Spot Dessert Bar, Nanxiang Xiao 
Long Bao, Guan Fu Sichuan, Hope 
to See You, PappaRich Flushing, 
and Szechuan Mountain House to-
gether prepared over 1,200 meals 
for the 109th Precinct, Flushing 
Hospital Medical Center, New 
York Presbyterian Queens and the 
local fire departments. 600 meals 
were delivered this past weekend 
and over 600 meals will be deliv-
ered this upcoming week.
     “AiA represents the spirit of 
New York in coming together dur-
ing times of crisis. We are so ap-
preciative of their thoughtfulness 
in taking the time to organize and 
deliver food to us as we all unite in 
the midst of this pandemic,” said 
Detective Kevin O’Donnell, Di-
rector of Community Relations for 
the 109th Precinct. “We couldn’t 
be more proud to be New Yorkers 
and play our role in moving this 
city forward. Please stay indoors 
to protect yourselves while we 
work to protect you. Stay healthy 

and safe.”
    “Flushing is a microcosm of 
New York City and its spirit. The 
Flushing community has given so 
much to me and I am honored to do 

my part in serving and investing in 
this incredible community. We are 
indefatigable and resilient in the 

Suozzi Fights for New York: Appointed by White House to 
Bipartisan Task Force on Reopening the Economy

     As his constituents and all New 
Yorkers continue to reel from life 
at the epicenter of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Congressman Tom 
Suozzi (D – Long Island, Queens) 
remains singularly focused on the 
fight for the health and economic 
well-being of all New Yorkers. 
This fight includes more resources 
for our New York hospitals, more 
funding for New York State and 
local governments, funding for 
small businesses, and a safe mea-
sured approach to the reopening 
of our economy. 
     To date, Suozzi has led four 
bipartisan letters, some from the 
entire New York and New Jersey 
congressional delegations, ad-
vocating that the distribution of 
federal funding should be based 
upon the rate of infection and not 
merely population-based.  
     “It is just wrong that hospitals 
in New York State are not getting 
the money that they critically need 
during this crisis,” said Suozzi. 
“The intention of Congress was 
to take care of those places that 
needed the help the most. New 

York needs help and we need it 
now.”
     Last Thursday, the White 
House announced that Congress-
man Suozzi has been appointed to 
the Opening Up America Again 
Congressional Group. The bipar-
tisan task force, which includes 97 
members of the House of Repre-
sentatives and the U.S. Senate, is 
just one of the task forces created 
by the White House to assess when 
the country should begin lifting 
restrictions imposed due to the 
COVID-19 crisis. Congressman 
Suozzi is the only Democrat from 
the New York delegation and one 
of only 10 Democrats in the nation. 
     “New York is at the epicenter of 
this storm and as a result, we need 
special attention for our hospitals 
and our state and local govern-
ments,” said Suozzi. “We need to 
create funding formulas that are 
based on the rate of coronavirus 
infection and not irrelevant for-
mulas that short New York and 
Long Island, diverting funding 
that is desperately needed here and 
now. Serving on this task force, I 
will give our region a voice and a 
fighting chance.” 
     On Monday, Suozzi joined 
his colleagues in the bipartisan 
Problem Solvers Caucus in releas-
ing a Reopening and Recovery 
“Back to Work” Checklist, a 
multi-prong, data-driven proposal 
focused on reopening America 
safely and reigniting the economy. 
The 50-member Caucus found 
consensus on a bipartisan set of 
recommendations focused on pub-
lic health, economic rescue, and 
stimulus plans for our country’s 

immediate future. The plan will 
serve as guiding principles that the 
Problem Solvers Caucus hope to 
see incorporated and addressed in 
the country’s plans to address the 
global Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
crisis. The Reopening and Recov-
ery “Back to Work” Checklist is 
available here. 
     “Our Problem Solvers checklist 
presents a common-sense path 
forward. More testing, contact 
tracing, and heeding the advice 
of experts will be essential,” said 
Suozzi. “We must also understand 
that reopening the economy in 
New York is very different than 
reopening it in North Dakota and 
we will need special help in New 
York. Everyone must put aside 
partisanship and work for the 
common good.”
     On Monday morning, Con-
gressman Suozzi was a guest on 
NPR’s The Brian Lehrer Show 
where he spoke about and took 
questions from callers on his fight 
for federal dollars for New York. 
Suozzi is fighting to replenish the 
small business Payroll Protection 
Program (PPP) and is highlighting 
the needs of “small”er businesses 
and not simply “big” small busi-
nesses. Congressman Suozzi’s 
entire interview can be heard here.
     “Companies looking for $1 
million are getting funded, but 
doctors, dentists, and plumbers 
with small practices looking for 
$50,000 or $100,000 are hearing 
‘sorry, no more money left,’ said 
Suozzi. “Too many banks priori-
tized existing clients with bigger 
businesses and ignored the little 
guys.”
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NewYork-Presbyterian Queens: Patient Discharge Video

At NewYork-Presbyterian Queens, in Flushing, they’re playing 
Don’t Stop Believing by Journey, every time a patient is 
discharged.  We hope you love this video as much as we 
do. To view the video visit: https://vimeo.com/406589350

     A NewYork-Presbyterian 
Queens physician had the idea 
to play this song when a patient 
is discharged.  NewYork-Presby-
terian Queens began playing the 
song for patient discharges last 
week.  The video was filmed on 
April 10.   
     “Every patient discharge gives 
hope to NewYork-Presbyterian 
Queens staff.  They are encour-
aged to see their patients recov-
ering and going home.  It’s a 
positive moment for our staff to 
see this celebration of recovery.  
These have been very challeng-
ing times, but I am so proud of the 
extraordinary self lessness and 
teamwork.  Everyone is pitching 

in for the purpose of providing 
the best care to our patients.”  

– Jaclyn Mucaria, President, 
NewYork-Presbyterian Queens.

Queens Native Supports Nation’s  
COVID-19 Response on American Soil

     Navy Lt. j.g. Lillian Ramirez, 
a native of Queens, New York, is 
serving in Dallas as part of the 
Department of Defense’s response 
to COVID-19, which is being led 
by U.S. Northern Command.
     Normally, Ramirez serves as 
a nurse, but now has mobilized to 
Dallas as part of the Department 
of Defense response to COVID-19. 
She is working with local health 
authorities as part of the whole-of-
government approach to support 
the community need.
     “We are combating an infec-
tious agent that we know little 
about, so I feel that it is important 
to relieve some of the stress off 
of the hospitals,” said Ramirez. 
“Most of the time when we are 
sent to help its usually on foreign 
soil, but this is actually the first 
time that we get to help our fellow 
Americans.”
     “Protecting the American 
people and preventing the spread 
of COVID-19 is our main mission 
in Dallas,” said Capt. Chad Roe, 
commanding officer of the Ex-
peditionary Medical Facility-M, 
which is Ramirez’s unit. “EMF-M 
brings a team of highly trained 
medical professionals who are 
ready to help the City of Dallas 
flatten the curve while maintain-
ing the health of our Sailors a 
priority.”
     The unit is an integral part of 
the approximately 9,000 service 
members from the Army, Marine 
Corps, Navy, and Air Force, in-
cluding active duty and reserve 
component service members, in 
the U.S. Army North-led Joint 

Forces Land Component Com-
mand who are assisting state and 
local governments across the con-
tinental United States in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
     Ramirez has been in the Navy 
for 21 years. “It’s just always been 
about helping people and saving 
lives and I love what I do,” said 
Ramirez. “I just hope that people 
will help us help them and take the 
necessary precautions. I want to 
make sure that everyone is staying 
safe and abiding by the guidelines 
that have been set for us.”
     The U.S. Navy’s EMFs are 
designed to receive patients from 
forward medical facilities or di-
rectly from combat areas in order 
to provide full resuscitation and 
emergency stabilizing surgery. 
The personnel manning reflects 
that mission, a full complement 
that includes 447 physicians, 
nurses and other medical profes-
sionals, enough to care for 150 
patients 24 hours a day on a rotat-
ing shift schedule.

Queens Night Market Book To Publish 
On May 12

     Queens Night Market has been 
indefinitely postponed due to 
COVID-19, but a related cookbook 
will publish on May 12.
     Entitled “The World Eats Here: 
Amazing Food and the Inspir-
ing People Who Make It at New 
York’s Queens Night Market,” the 
Flexibind book showcases several 
dozen recipes that can be savored 
at the five-year-old food festival. 
It’s co-authored by QNM founder 
John Wang and his wife, Storm 
Garner, a filmmaker and oral 
historian.
     Many recipes are documented 
for the f irst time ever. Some 
evolved from family traditions and 
hold cherished personal memories 
or pay tribute to deceased loved 
ones. Others are cultural staples. 
Still more were originally for spe-
cial occasions only. Each recipe is 
paired with a narrative based on 
Garner’s interviews with the chefs 
that run from funny to heartwarm-
ing to illuminating.
     When there is no COVID-19 
pandemic, QNM operates near 
the New York Hall of Science in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
on Saturday nights from April to 
October. Vendors sell dishes as 
diverse as pique macho from Bo-
livia, crab backs and pig feet souse 
from Dominica, lamb hawawshi 
from Egypt, shan tofu from Myan-

mar, salat dakwa from Sudan, fish 
amok from Cambodia, ducuna 
and black pudding from Antigua, 
huaraches from Mexico, rice pizza 
from Vietnam, gulyas from Hun-
gary, balut from the Philippines, 
cachapas from Venezuela, and 
fiskegrot from Norway. Last year, 
more than 13,000 people visited 
each week on average.
     “The World Eats Here” (The 
Experiment; $19.95; 978-1-61519-
663-0) grew from the “Queens 
Night Market Vendor Stories Oral 
History Project,” which Garner 
started while a student in the 
Columbia University Oral His-
tory MA Program in 2018. The 
info will eventually be accessible 
online for educational purposes by 
the Nunn Center for Oral History 
at the University of Kentucky.

Trump Administration To Require Nursing Homes to  
Report Coronavirus Cases to Families of Residents; Move 

Comes After Meng Called on President to Make  
The New Rule Happen  

President to also use Defense 
Production Act to increase CO-
VID-19 testing following Con-
gresswoman’s request to do so 

     After calling on the President to 
ensure that nursing homes imme-
diately report coronavirus infec-
tions and deaths to the families of 
residents, U.S. Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-NY) announced today that the 
Trump administration has agreed 
to implement such a requirement. 
     On Saturday, Meng sent a 

letter to the President calling for 
family members of nursing home 
residents to be swiftly notified 
of any COVID-19 cases, and last 
night, the Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services announced 
that it will put the requirement 
into place. 
     The President also said yes-
terday he would use the Defense 
Production Act (DPA) to boost 
the manufacturing of swabs that 
are needed to increase COVID-19 
testing. Meng has consistently 
urged the President to use the DPA 
to ramp up testing, including in 
the letter she sent to the President 
on Saturday. 
     “These developments with 
nursing homes and the Defense 
Production Act are vital,” said 
Meng. “Telling nursing homes that 
they must make families aware of 
COVID-19 cases is something that 
has been urgently needed, and I’m 
pleased that the Trump adminis-
tration will be moving forward 
with its new rule following my 
request to the President. Family 
members of nursing home resi-

dents have a right to know this in-
formation. It will help ensure that 
they can do everything possible to 
protect their loved ones, and it will 
go a long way towards controlling 
and preventing the spread of the 
illness. We must do all we can to 
safeguard the health and safety of 
our elderly population.”
     “I am also pleased that the 
President, as I have implored him 
to do, will use the Defense Pro-
duction Act to increase testing,” 
added Meng. “We need the DPA 
desperately in our fight against 
COVID-19. President Trump’s 
decision to invoke it for corona-
virus tests is welcome news but it 
should have been done weeks ago. 
The President must now follow 
through to make sure this actually 
happens, and I will watch closely 
to ensure that it does.”
     Under the new order from the 
Centers for Medicare and Medic-
aid Services, nursing homes must 
inform the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), 
residents, and their loved ones-
representatives within 12 hours.

Retro Fitness Donates Over $3K of Product Supporting 
Local Jamaica Hospital Healthcare Workers

     Latest effort to give back, 
Retro Fitness has donated over 
$3K of products to Jamaica Hos-
pital to aid the healthcare work-
ers who have worked around the 
clock to save lives. 
     By working together with 
par tner Europa Sports Prod-
ucts, Retro Fitness has been 
able to donate more than 230 
cases of protein drinks, snacks 
and energy drinks from brands 
such as Muscle Milk, Nature’s 
Best, American Body Builder, 
Opt imum Nut r it ion ,  G Pop 

Protein Popcorn and Cytosport. 
The products were isolated for 
four days prior to delivery and 
sprayed with disinfectant to 
ensure a sanitized, safe delivery. 
     Retro Fitness Area Man-
ager Alex Taveras and Franchise 
Owner Warren DeStefano were 
inspired to help give back after 
losing two members of their 
own club communities. Retro 
Fitness continues to stand by its 
community by showing support 
for its employees and members. 
Whether there is a Retro Fit-

ness member that may be going 
through treatment at one of the 
local hospitals or working as 
a healthcare provider at one of 
these hospitals, Retro Fitness 
sees the support of its commu-
nity through these actions every 
day and throughout the year as 
well. 
     “At Retro Fitness, we are 
dedicated to our communities, 
especially those affected where 
our franchisees and members 
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

MTA Announces More Than 5,000 Employees Have 
Returned to Work After Quarantines

     The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA) has an-
nounced that the number of em-
ployees who have returned to work 
following mandatory quarantines 
is now higher than those still out 
on quarantine. Systemwide, 5,033 
employees have returned to work, 
compared with 4,112 employees 
are currently out on quarantine. 
     As a result of the strengthening 
workforce and improved employee 
scheduling, MTA New York City 
Transit is continuing to improve 
subway service regularity, with 
the number of train trips that were 
not able to be initiated due to crew 
shortages falling to 13% of trips in 
the past week, down from a peak 
of nearly 40%.
     “Like so many others, the MTA 
has been hit hard by COVID-19, 
but as members of our workforce 
have recovered and come off of 
mandatory quarantines, they’ve 
returned as soon as possible to 
move the other essential heroes 
like doctors, nurses, pharmacists, 
grocers, and food delivery work-
ers during this public health crisis 
so they can do their jobs and save 
lives,” said MTA Chief Safety 
Officer Patrick Warren. “We are 
relieved and grateful to see so 
many of our colleagues returning 
to good health. They are the defini-
tion of public servants helping all 
New Yorkers.”
     The total of subway, bus, com-
muter rail and bridge and tunnel 

employees returning to work has 
surpassed those still in quarantine 
as shown here: 
Workforce   Employees Returned 
to Work   Employees Quarantined
MTA NYC Transit & MTA Bus 
Company 3,306    2,821 
MTA Long Island Rail Road    691   
395
MTA Metro-North Railroad   522   
363
MTA Bridges and Tunnels   261   
160
     The MTA has been a national 
leader among transportation agen-
cies in taking aggressive action to 
battle the COVID-19 pandemic 
since the early days of its arrival 
in New York. In order to protect 
employees, the MTA disregarded 
federal guidance and began hand-
ing out masks to all employees 
before the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention later is-
sued new guidance recommending 
all Americans wear masks.
     Measures the agency has taken 
to protect both employees and the 
public include:
•    Distributing millions of pieces 
of personal protective equipment, 
including more than 5 million 
gloves and 1 million masks, since 
March 1. 
•    Disinfecting more than 700 
subway and commuter rail stations 
twice a day since March 11, daily 
since March 2. Disinfecting trains 
and buses nightly, getting through 
the entire fleets for all MTA agen-

cies every 72 hours or less, since 
March 2.
•    Deploying a nation-leading 
“Temperature Brigade” to protect 
workers since early March at 22 
critical locations. Anyone with a 
temperature of 100.4 degrees or 
higher is sent home and instructed 
to seek medical guidance.
•    Protecting bus drivers and 
customers by moving to rear-door 
boarding and blocking off the front 
rows of express buses which are 
closest to drivers, since March 20.
•    Protecting station agents and 
customers by eliminating most 
person-to-person transactions 
(most cash transactions at booths), 
since March 23
•    Protecting bus employees by 
installing plexiglass barriers at 
work locations across all 28 bus 
depots for employees in 45 subway 
locations and is continuing to in-
stall them throughout the system. 
•    Forming a partnership with 
Northwell Health to provide prior-
ity testing for MTA employees at 
more than 50 care facilities in the 
MTA service region.
•    Increasing the frequency of 
train and bus service to areas like 
the Bronx and Brooklyn with the 
greatest need.
•    In the tragic event that an em-
ployee passes away of COVID-19, 
MTA has established the first-in-
the-nation family benefits fund 
which provides $500,000 to the 
family of the deceased.

Meng Helps Introduce Legislation to Cancel Rent And 
Mortgage Payments During Covid-19

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) has announced that she 
helped to introduce the Rent and 
Mortgage Cancellation Act, a bill 
that seeks to provide a nationwide 
cancellation of rents and home 
mortgage payments through the 
duration of the coronavirus pan-
demic emergency declaration.
The legislation would: 
•    Constitute a full payment for-
giveness, with no accumulation of 
debt for renters or homeowners and 
no negative impact on their credit 
rating or rental history;
•    Create a relief fund for land-
lords and mortgage holders to 
cover losses from the cancelled 
payments provided certain fair 
housing and rent requirements are 
met; and
•    Establish an optional fund 

to fully finance the purchase of 
private rental properties by non-
profits, public housing authorities, 
cooperatives, community land 
trusts, and states or local govern-
ments—in order to increase the 
availability of affordable housing 
during this downturn.
     “Over 22 million Ameri-
cans—including approximately 
1.2 million New Yorkers—have 
filed for unemployment benefits 
and that number will increase as 
we continue our efforts to com-
bat the coronavirus pandemic,” 
said Meng. “These numbers are 
sobering and reflect a hard truth 
that many Americans, including 
my neighbors and community 
members in Queens, are strug-
gling. We don’t know when things 
will return to normal; but we do 

know people are under immense 
pressure and hardship to pay their 
rent and mortgage. That is why we 
need a two-fold solution to provide 
immediate rent and mortgage re-
lief for both renters and landlords. 
For Queens residents, and all New 
Yorkers, we are living in the nexus 
of this health crisis. Combatting 
this pandemic will take each and 
every one of us to do our part – 
but we have to ensure people are 
not fighting two wars: one to stay 
healthy, and the other against hous-
ing instability. If people lose their 
homes, then our ability to combat 
this virus becomes impossible. ” 
     The cancellation measure would 
be retroactive to cover April 2020 
payments, and would extend one 
calendar month after the national 
emergency is lifted.

Assembly Member Simotas and Senator Ramos Demand 
Temporary Hazard Pay for Essential Workers

     Assembly Member Aravella 
Simotas and Senator Jessica Ra-
mos called on the state to provide 
a bonus in hazard pay for es-
sential workers who are forced 
to work through the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
     In a letter sent to Governor 
Andrew Cuomo, Senate Majority 
Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins, 
and Speaker Carl Heastie, on April 
14, 2020, the two lawmakers urged 
the state to use a portion of the 
federal stimulus funds provided 
to New York to compensate and 
support those who are putting 

their lives on the line so that social 
distancing can be realized.
     Simotas and Ramos issued the 
following joint statement, “In the 
face of an unprecedented global 
pandemic, our essential workers 
have truly stepped up. Many of 
these employees are working de-
spite a shortage of proper personal 
protective equipment, commut-
ing on crowded public transit, or 
putting in more hours than typi-
cally expected. Our state must do 
everything it can to ensure a just 
compensation for those who are 
putting their lives on the line every 

day. That begins with hazard pay 
for essential workers.”
    The hazard pay bonus would ap-
ply not only to healthcare workers 
but also to anyone who has been 
deemed essential, including but 
not limited to grocery store em-
ployees, nursing home employees, 
transportation workers, cleaning 
and maintenance crews. The leg-
islators emphasize that essential 
workers are witnessing illness 
and death on a daily basis and 
commuting long distances risking 
exposure of themselves and their 
household members. 
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Meng Calls For Greater White House Response to Covid-19 
Outbreak in Long Term Care Facilities in NY 

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) today called for a greater 
White House response to the CO-
VID-19 outbreak in long term care 
facilities in New York. She issued 
the following statement. 
     “New York is the epicenter of 
the COVID-19 outbreak. It is the 
hardest hit area and needs more 
resources and funding, not just for 
our hospitals, but our long term 
care facilities where the most vul-
nerable population resides. I have 
heard from constituents about the 
dire situation in nursing homes – 
staffing shortages, lack of Personal 
Protective Equipment (PPE), and 
the need for testing, all of which 
are not to blame nursing facilities, 
but the White House’s response to 
this public health emergency. 

     The dangerously delayed re-
sponse of President Trump and 
his administration to effectively 
mitigate this crisis has killed thou-
sands. We do not have sufficient 
testing capabilities, which means 
we cannot test everyone who 
presents COVID-19 symptoms 
or health care workers who work 
in high exposure areas. Conse-
quently, it makes our fight against 
this highly contagious and invis-
ible enemy even harder. We do not 
have enough PPE, which was the 
administration’s responsibility to 
start procuring early in prepara-
tion of this crisis. As a result, long 
term care facilities have seen staff 
shortages and lost residents, and 
are now operating beyond their 
normal capacity with insufficient 

staffing and PPE to protect health 
care personnel and patients. 
     I am calling for the urgent need 
to turn our attention to saving 
long term care facilities, its staff 
and residents. I am calling for and 
working on more federal data on 
the effects COVID-19 has had on 
nursing homes. I will be fighting 
to increase mobile testing and 
prioritize nursing homes for tests 
as they become available. Today, 
I spoke with HHS Secretary Alex 
Azar regarding the issue of long 
term care facilities during a con-
ference call I had with him, and 
I welcome any collaboration to 
help our nursing homes right now 
before more of our elderly popu-
lation succumbs to COVID-19 
complications.” 

New Yorkers with Student, Medi-
cal, and Other State Debt Re-
ferred to AG’s Office Have Pay-
ments Frozen for an Additional 
30 Days
 
     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James and New York Gov-
ernor Andrew M. Cuomo today 
announced that the state has 
renewed a previous order from 
March 17, 2020 that halted the 
collection of medical and student 
debt owed to the State of New 
York and that was specifically 
referred to the Office of the Attor-
ney General (OAG) for collection 
for an additional 30-day period, 
in response to growing financial 
impairments resulting from the 
spread of coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19). The new or-
der took effect this morning and 
will run for an additional 30-day 
period, until May 17th. After this 
30-day period, the OAG will reas-
sess the needs of state residents 
for another possible extension. 
Additionally, the OAG will accept 
applications for suspension of all 
other types of debt owed to the 
State of New York and referred 
to the OAG for collection.
     “We renewed this order to sus-
pend the collection of debt owed 
to my office because this crisis 
is wreaking havoc on our state’s 
working people and I will do ev-
erything in my power to protect 
their wallets,” said Attorney Gen-
eral James. “New Yorkers need 
to hold on to every dollar they 
have and focus on keeping their 
families safe and healthy. Mil-
lions across the country, including 
more than a million right here in 
New York, have filed for unem-
ployment and are struggling to 

Attorney General James and Governor Cuomo Renew 
Suspension of State Debt Collection

get by. While we battle this public 
health crisis, the last thing my 
office will do is add undue stress 
or saddle our neighbors with un-
necessary financial burden. I will 
continue to do everything in my 
power to help pick up our fellow 
New Yorkers and support our 
state’s economy.” 
     “As we continue our work to 
f latten the curve and stop the 
spread of the virus, we recognize 
that New Yorkers are still strug-
gling with both emotional pain 
and economic hardship as a result 
of this crisis,” Governor Cuomo 
said. “By renewing the suspen-
sion on the collection of student 
and medical debt that is referred 
to the attorney general’s office 
for an additional 30 days, we are 
helping to lessen the burden faced 
by so many individuals, families, 
and businesses whose livelihoods 
have been affected by the pan-
demic. I’m grateful to the attorney 
general for her partnership.”
Millions of New Yorkers, like 
Americans across the nation, 
have been impacted — directly 
or indirectly — by the spread of 
COVID-19, forcing them to forgo 
income and business. In the five-
week period ending April 11th, 
over 22 million residents across 
the nation lost their jobs and 
filed for unemployment, includ-
ing more than 1.2 million in New 
York State alone. In an effort to 
support many New Yorkers eco-
nomically impacted during this 
difficult time, Attorney General 
James today renewed an order, 
first made last month, to ease the 
financial burdens for many work-
ers and families by halting the 
collection of medical and student 
debt owed to the State of New 

York and referred to the OAG for 
collection for 30 additional days. 
Today’s order renews this suspen-
sion period through May 17, 2020. 
     The OAG collects certain debts 
owed to the State of New York via 
settlements and lawsuits brought 
on behalf of the State of New York 
and state agencies. A total of more 
than 165,000 matters currently 
fit the criteria for a suspension of 
state debt collection, including, 
but not limited to: 
•    Patients that owe medical debt 
due to the five state hospitals and 
the five state veterans’ homes; 
•    Students that owe student debt 
due to State University of New 
York (SUNY) campuses; and 
•    Individual debtors, sole-propri-
etors, small business owners, and 
certain homeowners that owe debt 
relating to oil spill cleanup and 
removal costs, property damage, 
and breach of contract, as well as 
other fees owed to state agencies. 
     The temporary policy has also 
automatically suspended the ac-
crual of interest and the collection 
of fees on all outstanding state 
medical and student debt referred 
to the OAG for collection, so New 
Yorkers are not penalized for tak-
ing advantage of this program.
     New Yorkers with non-medical 
or non-student debt owed to the 
State of New York and referred to 
the OAG may also apply to tem-
porarily halt the collection of state 
debt. Individuals seeking to apply 
for this temporary relief can fill 
out an application online or visit 
the OAG’s coronavirus website to 
learn more about the suspension 
of payments. If an individual is 
unable to fill out the online form, 
they can also call the OAG hotline 
at 1-800-771-7755 to learn more.

face of turmoil and we will come 
back from this stronger than ever 
before.” Steve Lee added.  “By 
founding AiA, I hope to create a 
self-perpetuating movement with 
volunteers who share my vision of 
extending kindness and compas-
sion, as well as support to those 
who are struggling.” 
    AiA will continue to support 
first responders with the goal of 
delivering 250 meals per day and 
is expanding its outreach to serve 
individuals and families who can-
not afford or are unable to access 
fresh food at this time. To date, 
the initiative is funded by dona-
tions from the local community 
and businesses such as real estate 
development firm F&T Group, 
which paid for the first 1,200 
meals all prepared and delivered 
from the aforementioned restau-
rants at the company’s mixed-use 
properties One Fulton Square and 
Queens Crossing. AiA is calling 
upon the local community and 
business leaders to join the cause 
and help their community dur-
ing this time of need and is also 

seeking volunteers to help deliver 
meals.
     Individuals in need can sign up 
to receive a free meal and AiA will 
get in touch to schedule a delivery. 
If you would like to volunteer or 
donate to support AiA in its ef-
fort to purchase as many meals as 
possible, please visit the organi-
zation’s Facebook page for more 
details: https://www.facebook.
com/asiansinamerica/.
For more information, please 
contact Queena at qchong1121@
gmail.com.
     About Asians in America (AiA) 
- Asians in America – founded 
by Steven Lee, Democratic Can-
didate for State Assembly in the 
40th District – is a new grassroots 
organization seeking non-profit 
status. It was born out of a desire 
to create a pan-Asian-American 
movement and not only increase 
social services to the Asian-Amer-
ican community but empower the 
Asian-American community to 
take advantage of them. Although 
Asian-Americans account for 14% 
of the population in New York 
City, Asian-Americans receive 1% 
of the social service.

Asians in America (AiA) Delivers 
Over 1,200 Meals to Flushing’s  

First Responders

     Following Governor Cuomo’s 
announcement that New York 
State has launched a new part-
nership with Ready Responders 
to expand essential COVID-19 
health care services to NYCHA 
residents, Congresswoman Caro-
lyn B. Maloney (NY-12) issued the 
following statement commending 
the actions taken to protect the 
health and safety of NYCHA 
residents. 
     “Public housing residents have 
much higher rates of asthma, 
diabetes, and other underlying 
health conditions that place them 
at a much greater risk of contract-
ing COVID-19, and New York’s 
response to this crisis must ad-
dress their needs. I am incredibly 
thankful that Governor Cuomo 
and Ready Responders is launch-
ing this initiative to bring critical 
health care services and CO-
VID-19 diagnostic testing to NYC 
public housing residents. I am 
especially grateful that my con-
stituents who live in Queensbridge 

Rep. Maloney Applauds Gov. Cuomo for 
Expanding Health Care Services and 

Testing to NYCHA Residents 
Houses, the largest public housing 
development in the nation, will 
be included in the initial phase 
of this program.  New York State 
must continue working to protect 
the health and safety of the over 
half a million New Yorkers who 
live in NYCHA residences who 
are disproportionately impacted 
by COVID-19.” 
 Background
•    The initial pilot 
•    Governor Cuomo also an-
nounced New York State will 
deliver more than 500,000 cloth 
masks — which is enough for at 
least mask per resident — and 
10,000 gallons of hand sanitizer 
to public housing communities. 
•    On April 7, Congresswoman 
Maloney led the New York City 
Congressional Delegation in a 
letter demanding NYCHA address 
residents’ concerns about cleanli-
ness and lack of communication 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
You can read the full letter and 
press release here.

Queens Memory Collects Personal Histories, Photographs 
And Other Records of Contemporary Life in Queens

Queens Memory COVID-19 
Project

     Help us document the experi-
ences of Queens residents during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
stories we gather today will be-
come a testament to the struggles 
and resiliency of the World’s 
Borough.
4 Ways to Contribute:
Leave a message on our storyline 
at 1-855-QNS-LOVE (767-5683). 

In your recording, please include:
A. The spelling and pronuncia-
tion of your first and last name
B. Your age
C. A way to contact you
D. A description of where you are
     Tag us in your social media 
posts by using @queensmemory 
and #QueensCOVID
     Use this webform to send us 
an account of your experience 
in Queens. This can be captured 
through writing, photography, 

sound, or video recordings.
     Use this webform to send us 
oral history interview recordings.
     We look forward to adding your 
photos, stories, interviews and 
other contributions to the Queens 
Memory Collections. Please note 
that If you are between the ages 
of 14 and 18, you must have your 
guardian’s consent to participate 
in this program. Children aged 13 
or younger may not participate in 
this program.

     “I commend the grocery stores 
that have provided these special 
shopping hours for seniors and 
at-risk customers,” said Meng. 
“Seniors and other vulnerable 
individuals have used them as a 
lifeline during this pandemic. For 
many though, going outside is a 
risk too great to take; either they 
are physically unable to leave their 
homes, or the outside exposure 
can further endanger their lives. 
That is why I urge supermarkets 
to take their special shopping 
hours a step further by offering  
designated delivery times. Pri-
oritizing deliveries for seniors 

Meng Calls For Grocery Delivery  
Services to Offer Special  
“Senior+” Delivery Slots

and those living with disabilities 
would be the right thing to do, and 
it would help ensure that these 
vulnerable populations stay safe. 
I have heard from constituents that 
if they are lucky enough, they can 
secure a delivery time slot. But 
often times, it is for a date too 
far in the future. And for many 
seniors, the slots are simply all 
taken. While grocery deliveries 
are certainly convenient for us all, 
they are a necessity for the elderly 
and the immunocompromised. I 
urge grocery delivery services to 
begin implementing these delivery 
slots immediately.”
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CUNY Colleges Harness 3D Printers to Provide Crucial 
Protective Equipment For Frontline Medical Workers

     The City University of New 
York is helping to produce thou-
sands of pieces of much-needed 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE) for local frontline health 
workers through the use of 3D 
printing, an emerging technology 
that has provided an invaluable 
means for CUNY campuses to 
assist the battle against the coro-
navirus. 
     Teams at six CUNY col-
leges —The City College of New 
York, Bronx Community College, 
Queensborough Community 
College, LaGuardia Community 
College, New York City College 
of Technology and The Graduate 
Center — have adapted their 3D 
printers and associated materials 
to make elements that are used 
in protective face shields for lo-
cal hospitals. Face shields have 
become important in clinical 
settings as the number of corona-
virus cases has surged and health 
workers require an extra level 
of protection over face masks. 
The 3D printing process gener-
ates complex three-dimensional 
objects from computer-aided 
designs. 
     “In times of crisis, integral 
New York City institutions like 
CUNY have a moral imperative 
and a social responsibility to 
mobilize their full resources in 
the service of those who need 
it most,” said Chancellor Félix 
V. Matos Rodríguez. “CUNY is 
harnessing its powers of innova-
tion to supplement the city’s PPE 
supply chain and aid the brave 
health care workers who are put-
ting their lives on the line. There 
is no greater cause at the moment, 
and we are proud to stand with 
New York City and do what we 
can to help those on the front lines 
of the war against COVID-19.”
 Collective Effort
     City College has put to work 
14 3D printers from four depart-
ments to produce a total of around 
300 Verkstan frames per day, 
headband-like frames that are 
used to secure the plastic face 
shields worn by health workers.
     City College’s designers, 
researchers and educators from 
departments that include archi-
tecture, chemistry, translational 
medicine and engineering joined 
forces to mobilize the 3D fabri-
cation technologies to generate 
these badly needed supplies. To 
respond quickly, they marshaled 
a collective effort that utilized the 
best qualities of academia: scien-
tific ingenuity, interdisciplinary 
collaboration, crisis management 
and community connection.
     The effort was driven by Jef-
frey Garanich, director of the 
translational medicine master’s 
degree program at the Grove 
School of Engineering; Shawn 
Rickenbacker, associate professor 
and director of the J. Max Bond 
Center for Urban Futures at the 
Spitzer School of Architecture, 
and Ronald Koder, associate 
professor of biophysics. 
     The trio sifted through protec-
tive equipment designs, consulted 
with medical professionals and 

settled on the Verkstan frames, 
which balanced a need in the 
field with their capability to scale 
timely high production. To ensure 
production quality, they verified 
the designs with the National In-
stitutes of Health. Next, they ap-
pealed to City College leadership 
to obtain access to the equipment 
amid the campus’ closure. 
     They drew on community con-
nections, and in late March the 
3D printers were relocated from 
City College’s upper Manhattan 
campus to Hack Manhattan, a 
non-profit tech workspace that 
is operating the 3D printer farm 
for NYCMakesPPE, a group of 
organizations that joined together 
to leverage rapid manufacturing 
technology in the production of 
PPE. The group says it has de-
livered about 12,500 face shields 
to date, in addition to surgical 
masks and other protective gear.
     After the face mask headpieces 
are printed at Hack Manhattan 
on W. 14th Street using the City 
College printers, the finished 
parts are transported to the Fat 
Cat Fab Lab in the West Village, 
where the face shields are laser 
cut. To uphold requirements of 
social distancing, the actual 3D 
printing is automated and man-
aged remotely. 
     The Advanced Science Re-
search Center (ASRC) of The 
Graduate Center, which is located 
on the City College campus and 
focuses on interdisciplinary sci-
entific research and education, 
delivered two of its 3D printers 
on March 30 to Hack Manhattan 
to further aid the production of 
PPE. LaGuardia Community Col-
lege’s on-campus incubator space 
for hardware and tech startups, 
NYDesigns, donated spools of 3D 
printing material made from bio-
degradable thermoplastic which 
is used to make face shields, 
to the effort on March 31. New 
York City College of Technol-
ogy is readying 3D printers on 
its downtown Brooklyn campus 
this week to begin contributing 
to the effort.
     “As designers, researchers and 
educators, working collabora-
tively is essential to our effort to 
positively impact this pandemic,” 
said Shawn L. Rickenbacker, as-
sociate professor and director of 
the J. Max Bond Center for Urban 
Futures at the Spitzer School. 
“Our main focus was less about 
innovation, and more about logis-
tics and best practices in offering 
a stopgap measure and getting 
supplies to front-line medical 
workers.”
 Community Colleges Contribute
     Bronx Community College has 
produced parts for over 200 face 
shields from the seven 3D print-
ers normally used by the school’s 
Department of Chemistry, Earth 
Sciences and Environmental Sci-
ence and the Center for Teaching, 
Learning & Technology (CTLT). 
Mark Lennerton, the director 
of CTLT; Christian Rodriguez, 
the Department of Chemistry’s 
chief laboratory technician and 
Michael Fields, a senior labora-

tory technician, spent seven 
days in late March and early 
April producing face plates and 
straps for face shields, at the rate 
of one every 35 minutes, to be 
distributed to medical facilities 
in Westchester. The material used 
for the face shields was derived 
from corn starch, which liquefies 
when heated and can be shaped 
by the printers.
     Queensborough Commu-
nity College began producing 
headbands for face shields on 
the college’s 3D printer in early 
April and anticipates creating 
enough parts for 100 face shields, 
which will be distributed to local 
health care providers as part of a 
nationwide mobilization effort 
among colleges and universities 
organized by Stratasys Ltd., the 
manufacturer of Queensbor-
ough’s 3D printer. Health orga-
nizations can request 3D-printed 
products through a Stratasys 
webpage. 
     Queensborough is also work-
ing with SUNY Stony Brook 
University to supply Stony Brook 
University Hospital with face 
shields for frontline medical 
workers by laser-cutting special 
plastic sheets to form the trans-
parent masks on face shields. 
Michael Lawrence, an educator 
in Queensborough’s Engineer-
ing Technology Depar tment, 
has been testing designs and 
materials for PPE prototypes this 
past week from the campus’ Ad-
vanced Manufacturing Lab after 
conducting research for several 
weeks. Memorial Sloan Kettering 
is also consulting with Queens-
borough on the development and 
production of specialized swabs 
that could be used for patient 
examinations and coronavirus 
testing. 
     The City University of New 
York is the nation’s largest urban 
public university, a transforma-
tive engine of social mobility that 
is a critical component of the life-
blood of New York City. Founded 
in 1847 as the nation’s first free 
public institution of higher edu-
cation, CUNY today has seven 
community colleges, 11 senior 
colleges and seven graduate or 
professional institutions spread 
across New York City’s five bor-
oughs, serving 500,000 students 
of all ages and awarding 55,000 
degrees each year. CUNY’s mix 
of quality and affordability pro-
pels almost six times as many 
low-income students into the 
middle class and beyond as all the 
Ivy League colleges combined. 
More than 80 percent of the Uni-
versity’s graduates stay in New 
York, contributing to all aspects 
of the city’s economic, civic and 
cultural life and diversifying the 
city’s workforce in every sector. 
CUNY’s graduates and faculty 
have received many prestigious 
honors, including 13 Nobel Prizes 
and 26 MacArthur “Genius” 
Grants. The University’s historic 
mission continues to this day: 
provide a first-rate public educa-
tion to all students, regardless of 
means or background.

     “Pursuant to the Governor’s 
Executive Order, all customers 
will be required to wear a face 
covering while traveling with us 
during this pandemic, effective 
Friday April 17. We commend the 
Governor for his leadership in en-
suring a safe environment for the 
essential workers riding with us. 
We remind New Yorkers to stay 

Statement from MTA Chairman and 
CEO Patrick J. Foye:

home and observe social distanc-
ing measures whenever possible. 
Walk down the platform, board a 
different train car or wait for the 
next train or bus where possible – 
we all need to change our behavior 
to protect each other. Wearing 
masks and other face coverings 
in public will help stop the spread 
and ultimately save lives.”

Meng Introduces Legislation to Extend 
Work Permits For Immigrants  

During Covid-19
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens), a member of the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Homeland Security, announced 
the introduction of legislation that 
seeks to extend work permits for 
immigrants, many of whom are 
serving as essential workers on the 
frontlines of combating the corona-
virus pandemic. 
     Meng’s bill, the COVID-19 Em-
ployment Authorization Document 
Extension Act, would automatically 
extend the length of all work per-
mits by one year, beginning from 
the date that the coronavirus public 
health emergency declaration is 
lifted. The measure would also 
be retroactive, applying to work 
permits that were valid at the time 
of the emergency declaration but 
were expired before the enactment 
of this bill.
     “Everyone is playing a role to 
help combat the novel coronavirus 
and that includes essential employ-
ees who are working tirelessly each 
and every day to provide the critical 
services we need and depend on,” 
said Meng. “Many of these workers 
are immigrants who are transit em-
ployees, grocery store employees, 
health care workers, and so many 
other unsung heroes. The contri-
butions and sacrifices that they are 
making are critical to saving lives 
and fighting this outbreak. We must 
ensure that those with expiring 
work permits are able to have them 
automatically extended so that they 
can continue to protect everyone, 
and help our nation get through 
this crisis. Passing this legislation 
would be the right and responsible 
thing to do which is why I call on 
all of my colleagues to immediately 
support it.” 
     “The COVID-19 crisis has 
drastically impacted the working-
class Nepali-speaking community 
in Queens and low-wage workers 
in other parts of the country,” said 
Pabitra Khati Benjamin, Executive 
Director of Adhikaar. “The CO-
VID-19 Employment Authoriza-
tion Document Extension Act 
would bring much-needed relief to 
the 15,000 Nepali TPS holders in 
this country. Adhikaar, a worker 
and community center in Queens, 
New York, has been fighting for 
TPS holders since 2015. This Act 
would also greatly benefit others 
in the community waiting for their 
asylum cases to be processed or are 
up for renewal in this unstable time 
period. These immigrants are at the 
frontlines of the COVID-19 fight 
right now and they live and work 
as essential workers in the epicenter 
of this crisis. A valid EAD at this 
moment, more than ever, is vital to 
the survival of these communities. 
They must be protected.”

     “Our national response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic has con-
firmed how workers of various 
immigration statuses are essential 
to our country’s health and future, 
including those whose work au-
thorization will soon expire,” said 
Diego Iñiguez-López, Policy and 
Campaigns Manager of the Na-
tional Partnership for New Ameri-
cans. “The COVID-19 Employment 
Authorization Document Extension 
Act moves us toward recognizing 
all workers on the frontlines, re-
gardless of their immigration status, 
and affirms our interdependency.”
     “While many of us are home 
practicing social distancing, mil-
lions of people still go to work every 
day to do jobs vital to the health 
and safety of our communities,” 
said Eric Rodriguez, Senior Vice 
President of Policy and Advocacy at 
UnidosUS. “Hundreds of thousands 
of these workers, already fully vet-
ted by the U.S. government, depend 
on the regular renewal of their work 
permits to keep their jobs. That’s 
why UnidosUS strongly supports 
the introduction of this bill and the 
automatic renewal of these docu-
ments. These essential workers, 
their families and their employers 
deserve stability and predictability 
in times like these, not needless 
government red tape.”
     “The Trump administration’s 
attacks on immigrant women -- 
their ability to work, their access to 
health care, including reproductive 
health care, unification with their 
families -- have been relentless,” 
said Sung Yeon Choimorrow, Exec-
utive Director of the National Asian 
Pacific American Women’s Forum. 
“Meanwhile, immigrant women 
are working on the frontlines of 
this crisis at enormous personal 
sacrifice. Work authorization is 
essential to immigrants’ economic 
stability and allows them to make 
critical decisions about their lives 
-- the right to work is fundamental 
and goes to the heart of agency and 
self-determination.”
     “One Nation is proud to en-
dorse the COVID-19 Employment 
Authorization Document (EAD) 
Extension Act,” said the One Nation 
Commission. “We honor our es-
sential workers, many of whom are 
immigrants. We must support them 
and their ongoing contributions and 
sacrifice to our nation and regions.”
     Meng’s legislation is endorsed 
by New York Immigration Coali-
tion (NYIC); Adhikaar; National 
Partnership for New Americans; 
UnidosUS; Allianza Americas; 
National Asian Pacific American 
Women’s Forum (NAPAWF); 
OneAmerica; One Nation; and 
Progressive Leadership Alliance 
of Nevada.
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LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

VMS Investor LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2/20/2020. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 150-28 
99TH Pl., Ozone Park, NY 
11417.  Genera l  Purpose. 
3/5,12,19,26,4/2&9/2020

YOU YONG LLC. Ar ts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
06/27/19. Of f ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
w h o m  p r o c e s s  a g a i n s t 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 163 -53 20th 
Ave, Whitestone, NY 11357. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

Luminous Management LLC 
filed Arts. of Org. with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 1/21/20. County: Queens. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served and shall mail process 
to: c/o Louis J. Ruggiero, Esq., 
35-07 90th St, Jackson Heights, 
NY 11372. Purpose: any lawful 
act. 3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
OSHA4US LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/05/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to 84-23 55th 
Road, Elmhurst, NY 11373. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of LORIS 
DIGITAL LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/09/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
42-55 Colden St., Apt. #10-P, 
Flushing, NY 11355-3943. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/19,26,4/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of P AND 
B HOMES, LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/10/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to 186-10 Hilburn Avenue, 
Saint  A lbans,  NY 11412. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020

ROC BEACH LLC. Arts. of 
Org. f iled with the SSNY on 
01/29/20. Of f ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  i t 
may be served. SSNY shall 
ma i l  c opy  o f  p roc ess  to 
the LLC, 115-10 Rockaway 
B e a c h  B l v d ,  R o c k a w ay 
Park, NY 11694. Purpose: 
A n y  l a w f u l  p u r p o s e . 
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of Formation of KIM 
CPA, PLLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/06/2019. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
28-10 Jackson Avenue, #8S, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Queens Times 
says

Stay Safe

Notice of formation of Homeb 
Management, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
SSNY on 1/13/2020. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC to 
50 - 09 38th Street, FL 2, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

EL AMANECER MULTISERVICE, 
LLC. Filed with SSNY on 
01/21/2020. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as agent 
for process and shall mail copy 
to: 9028 80 Street, Woodhaven 
NY 11421. Purpose: Any lawful. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

Cle Logistics LLC Arts of Org. 
f iled SSNY 3/5/20. Off ice: 
Queens Co. SSNY design 
agent for process & shall mail to 
Legalinc Corporate Srvcs Inc. 
1967 Wehrle Dr #1-086 Buffalo, 
NY 14221 General Purpose. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
COLLECTIVE ART NYC LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 1/27/2020. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC to 
89-47 Vanderveer Street, 
Queens Village, NY 11427. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
EAGLEE2E LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 01/30/2020.  
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 68-30 76th Street, 
Middle Village, NY 11379.  
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
GA Z ALBLITZ 11 LLC,  a 
domest ic  LLC.   A r ts .  o f 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
3/9/2020.  Off ice location: 
QUEENS County.  SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process to: 
The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE 
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.  
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

Notice of Formation of 23-11 
27TH STREET LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 04/03/20. Office 
locat ion: Queens County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Greenberg 
& Schulman, 90 Woodbridge 
C e n t e r  D r . ,  S t e .  2 0 0 , 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095-1182. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

LEGAL NOTICES

Vista Realty 10-21 LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2/10/2020. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
aga ins t  may  be  se r ved 
& shall mail process to c/o 
Claddagh Electronics, 10-32 
47th Rd., Long Island City, 
NY 11101. General Purpose. 
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020

Notice of formation of NY 
DREAM BUILDERS LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 09/27/2019. Office 
located in QUEENS. SSNY has 
been designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail copy of 
any process served against the 
LLC 30-50 WHITESTONE EXPY, 
SUITE 105, FLUSHING,NY 11354. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020

(Continued from page 7

Notice of Formation of JADISS 
N.Y. LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/12/2020. Office location: 
Queens Count y.   SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 415 Manhattan 
Blvd., Islip Terrace, NY 11752. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020

Audiences can interact 
in Digital Story Circles, 
Discover New Recipes in a 
Maker Series – and More 
is on the Horizon

     The doors may be closed 
but the digital world is now 
open: amid the corona-
virus pandemic, Queens 
Theatre is connecting with 
audiences online to provide 
entertainment, instruction, 
and joy. In the coming days 
and weeks, the cultural 
gem is shining a light on 
performing and visual arts 
– and novel experiences for 
people of all ages.
     “For three decades, 
Queens Theatre has intro-
duced audiences to innova-
tive and exhilarating the-
atre, dance and family pro-
gramming,” said Executive 
Director Taryn Sacramone. 
“During this unprecedented 
moment in our nation’s and 
city’s history, cultural insti-
tutions may be temporarily 
closed but we all remain 
committed to providing our 
communities with opportu-
nities to discover and enjoy 
the arts. Queens Theatre is 
no exception.”
     Queens Theatre just 
launched two initiatives 
where audiences – on their 
desktops, laptops, smart-
phones and iPads – can 
connect with others in 
meaningful ways while 
maintaining social distance 
guidelines.
     Digital Story Circles of-
fers a way – each Friday at 
1:00 PM - for community 
members to hang out in a 
virtual space to share what 
is on their minds and what 
ways they are now using 
to connect with each other 
during this period of uncer-
tainty and isolation.
     Queens Theatre’s Direc-
tor of Community Engage-
ment Domenic D’Andrea is 
moderating these digital fo-
rums (limited to 20 partici-
pants on a first-come, first-
served basis) with rapid-fire 
prompts to promote sharing 
stories about how we are 
making our ways through 
the current pandemic.
This Friday, participants 
can weigh in on the topic, 
“What Are We Eating? 
Also on the horizon:
•    Friday, May 1, 1pm: 
What Are We Watching?
•    Friday, May 8, 1pm: How 
Are We Doing?
     And, the free Maker 
Series – each Wednesday 
at 1:00 PM - provides step-
by-step instructions to learn 
some basic cooking, bak-
ing, and crafting techniques 
that can be done with com-
mon items and ingredients. 

El Amanecer Multiservice, 
LLC Fi led with SSNY on 
01/20/2020. Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent for 
process & shall mail copy to: 
9028 80 Street Woodhaven 
NY 11421 Purpose: any lawful. 
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020

Queens Theatre Takes Learning And Discovery 
Online Amid The Coronavirus Pandemic

This program engages us 
with new ways to create, 
to practice self-care, and 
to make the best use of the 
resources in our homes.
     This Wednesday, par-
ticipants will learn to make 
no-knead bread with Oliver 
Butler (Director, Broad-
way’s What the Constitu-
tion Means to Me). Also on 
the horizon:
•    Wednesday, April 29, 
Dominic D’Andrea (Queens 
Theatre’s Director of Com-
mu n i t y  Engage me nt) , 
makes simple French cit-
rus cake 
•    Wednesday, May 6, 
Richard Hinojosa (Queens 
Theatre’s Director of Edu-
cation), makes his grand-
mother Josephine’s f lour 
tortillas
•    Wednesday, May 13, 
Marissa Troeschel (Final-
ist, Great American Baking 
Show: Holiday Edition), 
makes garbage cookies!
     “In both of these series, 
we are providing oppor-
tunities to connect with 
others, to share stories, 
to offer ideas, and also to 
have some fun,” Sacra-
mone said. “Even as we 
socially distance ourselves, 
Queens Theatre wants to be 
in your living room, in your 
kitchen, and in your heart.”
Participants can join #QT-
Makes as a participant or 
an observer, and will be “on 
stage” with the Maker and 
able to interact. In advance, 
participants must gather a 
limited list of ingredients. 
(limited to 20 Participants 
per event, on a first-come, 
first-served basis). Observ-
ers will be able to watch the 
full event and will have an 
opportunity to ask ques-
tions and join the conversa-
tion at the end of the event.
     But this isn’t all. In the 
coming weeks, Queens 
Theatre will showcase pre-
viously recorded perfor-
mances, hold Zoom work-
shops for schoolteachers, 
and offer programs for 
people at senior centers. 
Sustaining Queens The-
atre’s ability to provide 
these – and other programs 
– is a new grant from NYC 
COVID-19 Response & Im-
pact Fund in the The New 
York Community Trust.
     In addition to the online 
initiatives, Queens Theatre 
leadership and staff have 
been reaching out to long-
time patrons. “People have 
always come to us not just 
to see what is on the stage, 
but to find community and 
belonging,” Sacramone 
said. “We miss seeing and 
hearing from them in per-
son, and so we’ve all been 

contacting them to say “hel-
lo,’ check on their welfare, 
and to let them know how 
appreciative we’ve been for 
their support. It means the 
world to them, and to us, to 
connect with one another.”
     Founded in 1989, Queens 
Theatre is a performing arts 
center located in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park. 
Known for family enter-
tainment, theatrical pre-
mieres and productions 
representative of the cul-
tural diversity of its home, 
where more than 2.4 people 
reside and more than 205 
languages are spoken daily.
     As a result of the pan-
demic, the theatre joined 
all other cultural institu-
tions in the city in closing 
its doors and ending its 
in-person season until the 
crisis is over. Each sea-
son, Queens Theatre offers 
theatre, dance, a family 
series, new play develop-
ment, education programs 
for all ages, and community 
engagement events. Three 
years ago, Queens Theatre 
launched a major initiative 
- Theatre For All (TFA) - to 
advance the inclusion of 
disabled individuals in the 
performing arts - as artists, 
cultural workers, audience 
members, and students.
     Sacramone audiences to 
consider donating to sup-
port Queens Theatre during 
this difficult period at http://
www.queenstheatre.org/
support-us.
     “By making a tax-deduct-
ible contribution to Queens 
Theatre you become more 
than just an observer of 
that mission--you become 
an active participant,” Sac-
ramone said.
     About the Queens The-
atre - The Queens Theatre is 
located at 14 United Nations 
Avenue South in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, di-
rectly under the iconic tow-
ers of the New York State 
Pavilion. We are easily 
accessible by car, bus and 
subway. Queens Theatre is 
the premier performing arts 
venue in Queens. Queens 
Theatre’s mission is to pro-
vide quality and diverse 
performing arts activities 
that are accessible to the 2.2 
million residents of Queens, 
the most ethnically diverse 
county in the nation, and the 
surrounding metropolitan 
region. To foster greater 
cultural awareness and ap-
preciation, the Theatre pres-
ents and produces programs 
that ref lect this diversity 
and features international, 
national and local artists. 
Learn more at www.queen-
stheatre.org.

Retro Fitness 
Donates Over 

$3K of  . . .

live and work, and stand 
in solidarity with those on 
the front lines keeping us 
safe” said Andrew Alfano, 
CEO of Retro Fitness. “We 
are proud to announce that 
today we are donating over 
$10,000 wor th of sup-
plies to Elmhurst Hospital 
healthcare workers to keep 
them healthy, safe, and 
equipped to continue to 
fight the good fight.”
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Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

Giornale Italo Americano
w w w.g iamondo.com

Call 718-592-2196

WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

MAKE YOUR OWN MASK


