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CDC COVID-19
Pandemic Guidelines
Things to Know about the
COVID-19 Pandemic
Important Ways to Slow the Spread:
● Wear a mask that covers your nose and mouth to help
protect yourself and others.
● Stay 6 feet apart from others who don’t live with you.
● Get a COVID-19 vaccine when it is available to you.
● Avoid crowds and poorly ventilated indoor spaces.
● Wash your hands often with soap and water. Use hand
sanitizer if soap and water aren’t available.
Dr.
Wayne
If You
are at Kye
Risk of Getting Very Sick:
● People of any age, even healthy young adults and children,
can get COVID-19.
● People who are older or have certain underlying medical conditions are at higher risk of getting very sick from
COVID-19.
● Other groups may be at higher risk for getting COVID-19
or having more severe illness.
Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine:
●
Authorized COVID-19 vaccines can help protect you
from COVID-19.
● You should get a COVID-19 vaccine when it is available
to you.
● Once you are fully vaccinated, you may be able to start
doing some things that you had stopped doing because of the
pandemic.
(Continued on page 2)

Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar,
First State Representative From Queens
to Endorse Eric Adams For Mayor
Applauds Opening of Adams Campaign Office in Queens

Assemblywoman Jenifer
Rajkumar (D-38th AD), who has
the distinction of being the first
State Representative from Queens
to Endorse Eric Adams for Mayor,
welcomed Brooklyn Borough
President Eric Adams’ mayoral
campaign to Queens, with the
opening of his Queens campaign

office on Linden Boulevard in St.
Albans.
Assemblywoman Rajkumar
endorsed Adams for mayor last
month, making her the first State
Representative from Queens to
do so.
(Continued on page 3)

25 CENTS

Congressman Tom Suozzi Opens New
District Office in Queens

At ribbon cutting ceremony Congressman Tom Suozzi opening of his brand-new Queens
District Office in Douglaston, New York; Suozzi was joined by Congressman Gregory Meeks
(not pictured), Queens Borough President Donovan Richards, New York State Senator John
Liu, New York State Assemblyman David Weprin (not pictured), New York State Assemblyman
Clyde Vanel, Tom Grech, President of the Queens Chamber of Commerce, Italian American
PAC President James C. Lisa as well as representatives from local businesses and community
and civic organizations. See story on page 2.

Queens South Asian Group Endorse
Eric Adams For Mayor

Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams was in Jackson
Heights, standing with members
of Rise Up, a Bangladeshi-American community organization.

“I am not a new friend, I am an
old friend,” Adams told a crowd
of supporters. “The Bangladeshi
community is a united, hardworking community. You have

provided so much to this city and
I want you to know it has not gone
unnoticed by me.”
(Continued on page 3)
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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CDC COVID-19 Pandemic Guidelines Things to Know
about the COVID-19 Pandemic
(Continued from page 1)
What to Do If You’re Sick:
● Stay home except to get medical care. If you have symptoms of
COVID-19, contact your healthcare provider and get tested.
● Isolate yourself from others, including those living in your household, to prevent spread to them
and the people that they may have
contact with, like grandparents.
●
Call 911 if you are having
emergency warning signs, like
trouble breathing, pain or pressure
in chest.

How to Get a Test for Current
Infection:
● Visit your state, tribal, local,
external icon and territorial health
department’s website to look for
the latest local information on
testing.
● Talk to your healthcare provider about getting tested. You
and your healthcare provider might
consider either in-person testing,
an at-home collection kit, or an
at-home test.
● If you have symptoms of COVID-19, or if you have not been
vaccinated and have been in close

contact with someone with COVID-19, it is still important to stay
home even if you are not tested.
What Symptoms to Watch
For:
● The most common symptoms
of COVID-19 are Fever, Cough,
Headaches, Fatigue, Muscle or
body aches, Diarrhea, Nausea,
Sore throat, Loss of taste or smell,
● Other symptoms are signs of
serious illness. If someone has
trouble breathing, chest pain or
pressure, or difficulty staying
awake, get medical care immediately.

Congressman Tom Suozzi Opens New
District Office in Queens
(Continued from page 1)

Congressman Tom Suozzi
(D-Long Island, Queens) held
a ribbon cutting ceremony to
celebrate the opening of his
brand-new Queens District Office in Douglaston, New York.
During the celebration, Suozzi
was joined by Congressman
Gregory Meeks, Queens Borough
President Donovan Richards,
New York State Senator John Liu,
New York State Assemblyman

David Weprin, New York State
Assemblyman Clyde Vanel, Tom
Grech, President of the Queens
Chamber of Commerce, as well
as representatives from local businesses and community and civic
organizations.
Five years ago, while running
for office, I made a promise to
the constituents of Queens that
I will be available and remain
readily accessible,” said Suozzi.
“Today, I’m continuing to fulfill
that promise with the opening of

a brand-new larger and more accessible office.”
The brand-new office furthers
Suozzi’s commitment to remain
as accessible as possible to the
residents of Queens. Suozzi’s new
office is a larger space than his
previous office and is in an easily
accessible first floor storefront
on Northern Boulevard. The new
office is one half mile west of the
previous District Office. The new
office is located at 242-09 Northern Blvd., Douglaston, NY 11363

Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar, First State Representative
From Queens to Endorse Eric Adams For Mayor
(Continued from page 1)
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As the first South Asian woman elected to the New York State
legislature, Assemblywoman Rajkumar also commended Adams
for his work in the South Asian
community during an endorsement event at the Baba Makhan
Shah Lobana Sikh Center in
March.
In explaining her endorsement, she cited his decades of
government leadership working
for underserved, overlooked and
marginalized communities in all
corners of the City, including in
her South Queens district.
“I welcome Eric Adams to
the World’s Borough. I know he
will have an active presence in

Queens as mayor, bringing more
resources to South Queens, where
he grew up. The COVID-19 crisis
has taught us that good leadership in gover nment matters.
With his decades of government
leadership and his ability to unify
people across ethnicities and ideology, he stands apart from any
other candidate at the top of the
ticket. We need the leadership and
unity he brings to make our city
work again.”
Longtime Sikh-American
Community Leader Rajwinder
Kaur also applauded Assemblywoman Rajkumar’s endorsement
of Borough President Adams and
his opening of a Queens campaign office.
“It makes perfect sense that

Assemblywoman Jenifer Rajkumar endorsed Eric Adams so
early. As the first South Asian
representative in this city, she
knows that Eric Adams understands and empowers overlooked
and disenfranchised communities
like ours. Unlike so many other
politicians who have overlooked
Queens, even at a time when we
are the city’s COVID epicenter
and seeing a rise in anti-Asian
hate crimes, Adams is sending
a message that he cares about us
and our needs.”
The Adams campaign office is
located at 197-01 Linden Boulevard. Rajkumar endorsed Adams
at the Sikh Temple Baba Makhan
Shah Lobana Sikh Center located
in Richmond Hill.

Senator John Liu Makes Ranked-Choice Endorsement in
City Council District 23 Primary Election
State Senator John Liu endorsed
Linda Lee and Jaslin Kaur, candidates for City Council in District
23. With ranked choice voting
beginning in the June 2021 Democratic Primary election, Senator
Liu endorsed Linda Lee as his first
choice candidate, and Jaslin Kaur
as his second choice candidate.
This is the first ranked-choice
endorsement in eastern Queens.
Liu said, “Linda Lee is a supermom who has for many years run
a major non-profit social service
agency while raising her kids in
NYC public schools. For many
years I’ve encouraged Linda to
run for public office and I’m excited that she has finally resolved
to do so. With her long-time
community advocacy, educational
credentials and executive management experience, Linda will be
a most thoughtful and effective

member of the City Council and
I proudly endorse her as my #1
candidate in this election.”
Liu also said, “Jaslin has deep
roots in District 23, was born and
raised in Glen Oaks, and is ready
to fight for the same communities that raised her. She brings a
bold vision for District 23 with
detailed plans for workers, small
businesses, homeowners, and seniors. Jaslin has dedicated her life
to public service, from taking care
of her family of essential workers,
to counting eastern Queens in
the Census, and to serving immigrants in need of healthcare, education, and mental health services.
She will lead District 23 towards
guaranteeing dignity for all.”
Lee said, “Having State Senator
John Liu’s support means so much
to me. As the first AAPI New
York City Council Member and

Comptroller, John set an example
to Asian Americans everywhere
that we can run for political office
and we can win. John has always
been a friend to me, I’m honored
to have his support, and I hope to
become his colleague in government, bringing results back to
eastern Queens”
Kaur said, “It is an honor to welcome the endorsement of Senator
John Liu, a tireless champion for
working families and immigrant
communities, and a groundbreaking leader for AAPI New Yorkers.
He believes in grassroots change
and even knocked on my own door
when he ran for office! Senator Liu
has long known that the Queens
we deserve is possible, and I can’t
wait for the opportunity to partner
with him to build it. As a fellow
WFP candidate, I’m proud to have
his support.”
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Council Member Vallone’s Bill Heard by the Committees on
Economic Development and Resiliency and Waterfronts
Bill will put ecological sustainability on the forefront of the
City’s coastal resiliency plan
On Friday April 23rd, Council
Member Paul A. Vallone’s bill
was heard by the Committee on
Resiliency and Waterfronts. The
bill would require a study of
waterfront infrastructure in all
5 boroughs with a deep focus on
ecological impact, restoration,
and sustainability. Int 1679 would
require the Mayor to appoint an
agency to conduct a study of the
520 miles of shoreline and all
shoreline protection structures
in New York City. The agency
would prepare recommendations
for maintaining shoreline protection structures that are functional,
for replacing those that are deteriorating, and for adding them
where they do not exist. Such
recommendations would include
using living shoreline techniques
or environmentally responsible
alternatives to traditional concrete material where feasible. The
agency would submit the report to
the Mayor and Council and make
its recommendations publicly
available on its website.
New York City is surrounded
by 520 miles of waterfront and a
floodplain that covers 48 square
miles. That number is expected
to rise to 72 square miles by 2050
due to climate change according to
the Mayor’s Office of Resiliency.
According to FEMA’s new preliminary flood maps, New York
City has more residents living in
high-risk flood zones than any
other city in the United States of
America. Superstorm Sandy severely damaged the city’s coastal
areas in 2012 and highlighted the
need for forward thinking plans
that would counteract the impact
of stronger storms and higher sea

levels to safeguard our city for
future generations.
Our coasts are also home to
some of the most favorable ports
for shipping in the world, which
were primarily developed in the
early 20th century. The age of our
coastal commercial infrastructure
prevents the city from utilizing
modern shipping technology and
severely reduces our capacity for
maritime and freight based shipping causing us to rely heavily
on truck based shipping on an
already crowded streetscape. A
coastal resiliency plan would also
allow for the redevelopment of our
maritime shipping capabilities
with a focus on sustainability and
modern functionality.
“Hurricane Sandy revealed that
we need to work on our shorelines
throughout the entire city, not just
in Manhattan or the Rockaways”
said Council Member Paul Vallone. “My district as an example,
we are surrounded by water on
three sides, but don’t have a
clear picture of what shoreline
structures are there and what
state they are in, and no way to
access the waterfront in many
areas. It is important that we take
this opportunity to create a resilient and ecologically responsible
shorefront for future generations
of New Yorkers to thrive in the
face of climate change. New York
can be at the forefront of ecologically inclusive infrastructure and
show the world that planning for
the future can, and must, be done
responsibly.”
At the hearing, the New York
City Economic Development
Corporation (NYCEDC) testified
about ongoing shoreline resiliency
efforts in New York City including the Freight NYC program,
which has a focus on transferring
the city’s freight transport from

primarily trucks to water and rail.
“We are utilizing our waterfront areas for important needs
like maritime freight distribution,
transportation, housing, public
parks, and more. We must balance
this need to make use of our shoreline for vital activities with the
need to ensure our shoreline and
the structures on it are resilient
enough to withstand the effects
of climate change”, said Council
Member Paul Vallone.
“Thousands of waterfront stakeholders—maritime businesses,
park administrators, developers,
homeowners, government regulators and scores of others — rely
on shoreline protections. Moreover, shoreline infrastructure is
key to keeping communities safe
and improving quality of life.
Waterfront Alliance supports the
Council Member’s efforts to identify gaps in shoreline protection
and advance living shorelines,”
said Cortney Worrall, CEO and
President, Waterfront Alliance.
“We know living shorelines can go
hand in hand with many different
types of waterfront facilities from
parks to industrial sites, as well
as enhance public access, coastal
resiliency, clean water and marine
habitat.”
“Int. 1697 is a groundbreaking step towards more resilient
New York City waterfronts.” Said
Noam Baharav, of ECOncrete “By
prioritizing living shorelines and
environmental concrete, the bill
will not only help protect the city
from erosion and flooding events,
but also create co-benefits like
carbon storage, coastal habitat
creation, and beautiful public
spaces. ECOncrete is grateful to
participate in a climate-forward
future for NYC and is looking
forward to assisting in securing
the passage of this bill.”

New York City Council Passes Vallone’s Bill on Food Policy
Will assist the City’s goal to ensure that all New Yorkers have
access to healthy, affordable food
On Thursday April 22nd, the
New York City Council unanimously passed Council Member
Paul A. Vallone’s bill regarding
the production, processing, distribution and consumption of food
which will assist the City’s goal
to ensure that all New Yorkers
have access to healthy, affordable
food. Intro 1680 will require the
Office of Long-Term Planning and
Sustainability (OLTPS) to expand
its annual Food System Metrics
Report to include additional information regarding: (1) the number
of people eligible for public food
programs but not enrolled; (2) the
number of retailers who accept
supplemental nutrition assistance
program (SNAP) or other public
benefits; (3) the number and percent of sub-populations experiencing food insecurity; and (4) the
metrics charting progress towards
reducing inequities in the distri-

bution of food and diet-related
diseases. OLTPS would also need
to consider other sources of citywide data in developing the annual
Food System Metrics Report and
to express all data in absolute
numbers and as a percentage.
“The COVID-19 pandemic
struck our city hard and left many
with the question of where their
next meal would come from” said
Council Member Paul Vallone.
“In the greatest city in the world,
we cannot stand idle while one
in eight of our New Yorkers face
food insecurity. This bill will allow us to take an in-depth look
at food production, distribution
and access in the five boroughs,
a critical step in developing the
equitable and transformative food
policy strategies of tomorrow. I
thank City Council Speaker Johnson for bringing attention to this
important issue and I am proud
to collaborate with him on this
impactful piece of legislation.”
Food insecurity has been a
persistent issue facing New York

City since before the pandemic
when over one million New Yorkers were considered food insecure
and reliant on food pantries and
soup kitchens. This has only been
exacerbated by the current health
crisis. A study done by the Robin
Hood Foundation indicated that
12% of New Yorkers were reporting food insecurity fears before
the pandemic, and it rose to 32%
by the end of 2020. This bill is
more vital than ever and providing
food security will be a huge effort
in the recovery era of the City.
Providing food security was
a key policy priority of Speaker
Johnson before the pandemic and
this bill was an integral part of a
larger strategy outlined in the 2019
report Growing Food Equity in
New York City. Understanding the
landscape of food resources available to our citizens on a city, state,
and federal level and how well
adopted each of these programs
is will be key to ensuring proper
access and well tailored, effective
solutions.
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Queens South Asian Group
Endorse Eric Adams For Mayor
(Continued from page 1)
The group said, they are
backing Adams, a former NYPD
Police Captain, citing concerns
over public safety, an increase in
shootings and a lack of affordable
housing.
“We need somebody who has
experience to deal with in law enforcement in NYC,” a supporter
told the crowd. “Who is going to

be mayor, who is going to lead our
NYPD, we have a lot of NYPD
here and we do not need to defund
the police, we need more police
to our communities.”
In recent years, the South
Asian community, which encompasses different religions and
ethnic groups, has been flexing
its political muscle. Both groups
promised to turn out volunteers
on behalf of each candidate.

Senator Liu Introduces Legislation
Requiring All Public Schools to
Provide Instruction in
Asian American History
Amid the alarming rise in hate
crimes against Asian Americans
in New York and across the nation,
state senators have introduced
legislation S.6359 requiring New
York State public elementary and
high schools to provide instruction
in the history and civic impact of
Asian Americans. The bill seeks
to raise awareness of Asian Americans by directing the Board of Regents to develop a course of study
incorporating the contributions,
struggles, and accomplishments of
Asian-Americans throughout the
history of this nation. The bill also
directs the State Commissioner
of Education to provide technical assistance in the development
of curricula on Asian American
history and civic impact and to
provide suitable course materials.
The senate bill is being sponsored by senators Jeremy Cooney,
Andrew Gounardes, Brian Kavanagh, John Liu, Toby Ann
Stavisky and Kevin Thomas.
Assembly members Ron Kim and
Yuh-Line Niou will introduce the
bill in the Assembly this week.
Curriculum in New York State
schools is often devoid of content
related to the impact of Asian
Americans on the history and culture of our state and the country at
large, and the discrimination they
have faced in the United States. A
lack of understanding and knowledge of Asian Americans has
contributed to a recent increase in
violence and hate crimes against
people of Asian descent, particularly in the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic. This legislation would
ensure that students in New York
State schools are taught about the
historical contributions of Asian
Americans, which will foster
respect and understanding of
Asian Americans, and allow Asian
American students to see themselves reflected as an important
part of the history and culture of
our state and country.
Senator John Liu said, “AsianAmericans have long been caught
between the pernicious perpetual
foreigner syndrome and the seemingly-benign but truly destructive
model minority myth. That my
preceding sentence requires a
long explanation to most people
clearly illustrates the omission
of Asian-American presence in
the teaching of American history
and related topics in our public
schools. Amid the onslaught of
anti-Asian hate, assault, and killings, this legislation is necessary
to remove the cloak of invisibility that Asian-Americans have

long endured in order to truly
achieve equal opportunity, equal
treatment, and equal protection.
Only then can Asian-Americans
experience safety and security in
the long run.”
Senator Kevin Thomas said,
“Asian Americans are an important part of the rich history and
culture of our state and country.
As our community responds to rising anti-Asian sentiment fueled by
political rhetoric, it is critical that
we educate our young people to
recognize our shared history and
promote equity in the classroom
and beyond. As the first IndianAmerican to be elected to the New
York State Senate, I am proud to
support this legislation, which will
ensure that students in New York
State schools are taught about the
vast and important historical contributions of Asian Americans.”
Senator Jeremy Cooney said,
“Asian leaders and people have
made an impact on America for
much of its history. This bill will
lift up the Asian voices and stories
of those who have contributed to
our state and our nation, including
in Rochester. As the first Asian in
Upstate New York to be elected to
state office, I know that representation matters to all New Yorkers.
I want to thank my colleague Sen.
Liu for introducing this legislation
which will enrich public education
for future generations.”
“Asian Americans are an
invaluable part of the American
fabric, and have played an integral
role in shaping the history of our
country,” said Senator Andrew
Gounardes. “But sadly, the telling
of the Asian-American experience
is absent from our schools. Amid
the rise in anti-Asian discrimination and hate over the past year,
it’s more crucial than ever that
we make sure our children learn
about the wealth of contributions
Asian-Americans have made to
our nation’s history. I’m proud to
co-sponsor this important piece
of legislation, because we can’t
whitewash over the stories of people who helped build our country
and make us who we are today.”
“Asian Americans have helped
shape every aspect of our country. This rich and diverse history
includes countless groundbreaking contributions in the arts, science, business, government, and
elsewhere,” said Senator Brian
Kavanagh, who represents Chinatown. “Ensuring that this history
is given the place that it warrants
(Continued on page 4)
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Suozzi’s Effort to Repeal SALT Cap Receives Major Boost
From U.S. Conference of Mayors
Largest organization of U.S.
Mayors makes their commitment to fully restoring the SALT
deduction
U.S Conference of Mayors CEO
personally pledges to Suozzi he
will bring together the biggest
state and local government organizations to help restore the
SALT deduction
Congressman Tom Suozzi’s
(D-Long Island, Queens) effort to
fully restore the State and Local
Tax (SALT) deduction received a
major boost from the U.S. Conference of Mayors (USCOM), which
represents over 1,400 Democratic
and Republican led cities across
the country.
During a live Zoom webinar,
Suozzi and leaders from the USCOM made a call for the full restoration of the SALT deduction,
an issue which the conference has
deemed their number one Federal
tax policy issue.
Tom Cochran, the CEO and
Executive Director of USCOM,
made a personal pledge to Suozzi
that he will bring together: National Governors Association,
U.S. Conference of Mayors, National League of Cities, National
Association of Counties, National
Conference of State Legislatures,
Council of State Governments, International City/County Management Association, and all other
stakeholders in efforts fully restore the SALT deduction. Video
from the webinar is found here
(Access Passcode: xoJBn$32).
“Efforts to restore the SALT
deduction are gaining momen-

tum. Together, Democrats and
Republicans – from the halls of
Congress to local city governments – are calling for the restoration of the SALT deduction,” said
Congressman Suozzi. “The cap
on the SALT deduction has been
a body blow to New York and
middle-class families throughout
the country. At the end of the day,
we must fix this injustice.”
“One of the basic principles behind the SALT deduction was that
the Federal Government should
not impose taxes on income used
to pay state and local taxes,” said
Tom Cochran, CEO and Executive Director, U.S. Conference of
Mayor. ‘In other words, taxpayers
should not be subjected to double
taxation. This fairness issue remains an important priority of
the United States Conference of
Mayors today.”
In high cost of living states,
the SALT cap has unfairly hurt
middle-class families. In 2017,
before the cap was placed on the
SALT deduction, 80% of filers
that claimed the deduction made
less than $200,000. In high cost of
living states, such as New York,
making under $200,000 is broadly
considered middle-class.
In New York, particularly,
the cap on the SALT deduction
has accelerated a race to the bottom and hurt economic output.
According to the Rockefeller
Institute of Government, total
economic activity lost in New
York as a result of the SALT cap
ranges from $14.4 billion to $24.5
billion annually depending on the
methodological approach used for
analysis.

This is why Suozzi is a leader in
Congress to have the cap repealed,
with 106 bipartisan Members of
Congress cosponsoring his legislation to repeal the SALT cap.
Recently, Suozzi has accelerated his efforts by putting his
foot down and leading three other
members of Congress in the “No
SALT, no Deal” pledge. Suozzi
also led nearly the entire New
York Congressional delegation in
a letter to House Leadership, who
made similar calls, in which the
members stated: “We stand ready
to work with you on this critical
issue [SALT], and we will not
hesitate to oppose any tax legislation that does not fully restore the
SALT deduction.”
Last week, as part of Suozzi’s
continued efforts to better educate
his Congressional colleagues
and the public of the impacts on
SALT, Suozzi launched a bipartisan SALT Caucus, with over
30 members of Congress joining
within 24 hours.
Suozzi’s legislation to fully restore the SALT deduction
has broad support from outside
groups. Groups include:
• US Conference of Mayors
• National Association of Counties
• National League of Cities
• International Association of
Firefighters
• National Association of Realtors
•
American Federation of
Teachers
• National Education Association
• National Association of Police
Organizations

Meng Hails Senate Passage of Her Covid-19 Hate Crimes
Act to Combat Anti-Asian Hate
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) hailed the Senate’s
passage of her COVID-19 Hate
Crimes Act, which seeks to help
combat the rise in anti-Asian
hate related to the coronavirus.
The legislation, which Meng
reintroduced last month with
Senator Mazie Hirono (D-HI),
was approved this afternoon with
bipartisan support. The vote was
94 to 1.
The bill, would among other
things, create a position at the Department of Justice to facilitate expedited review of COVID-19 hate
crimes, encourage more reporting
of incidents in multiple languages,
and help make different communities feel more empowered
to come forward and report these
incidents. It would also direct
federal agencies to work with
community-based organizations
to raise awareness of hate crimes
during the pandemic.
“For more than a year, Asian
Americans all across our nation
have been screaming out for help,
and in passing the legislation
sponsored by Senator Hirono
and I, the Senate showed that
they heard our pleas,” said Meng.
“I thank and applaud each and
every senator who voted to pass
our bill which was a bold step in
taking action to combat the ongoing hate and violence against
Asian Americans. I also want to
especially thank my hometown

Senator, Majority Leader Chuck
Schumer for shepherding the
measure through the Senate and
securing its overwhelming bipartisan support. We’ve all heard the
sickening stories and seen the horrifying videos of Asian Americans
being beaten, slashed and spat on.
Today, the Senate said enough is
enough, and underscored loud and
clear that there is no place for hate
anywhere in our society. More reporting of hate crimes will provide
us with increased data and a more
accurate picture of the attacks
that have been occurring against
those of Asian descent, and a more
centralized and unified way of
reviewing these crimes would help
to address the problem in a more
effective manner.”
“I have heard from so many
Asian Americans who tell me that
they are scared to walk outside,”
added Meng. “Families won’t let
their kids go to the park or play
outdoors. People are urging their
parents and grandparents to stay
inside, telling them that they’ll run
their errands and deliver groceries
to them. Being forced to endure
this terror and fear is unconscionable and unacceptable. Everybody
in our country deserves to feel
safe, and that includes the Asian
American community. Again, I
commend the Senate for moving
our COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act
closer to the finish line, and I now
look forward to the House swiftly

following suit.”
The House is expected to takeup Meng’s legislation in May,
during Asian Pacific American
Heritage Month.
President Biden issued a statement last month saying he supports Meng’s bill, and called on
Congress to pass it.
In addition to the COVID-19
Hate Crimes Act, Meng has spoken out and worked tirelessly for
more than a year to fight the spike
in hate and racist attacks against
Asian Americans. These include,
among other things, passing a
resolution to denounce this increased xenophobia and violence
and introducing an updated version of the measure; President
Biden’s presidential memorandum
that included several pieces of
legislation she sponsored; and
her recent emotional testimony
before an historic House Judiciary
Subcommittee hearing on the rise
of intolerance and discrimination
towards Asian Americans. The
Congresswoman also traveled
to Georgia following the recent
mass shooting at Atlanta-area
spas and joined Mayor de Blasio
in February to discuss her efforts
to combat anti-Asian hate.
In addition, Meng was a victim of anti-Asian bigotry when
she received several racist and
hate-filled messages on her office voicemail after her resolution
passed the House in September.
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QBP Richards on Queens Reaching
1 Million Residents Vaccinated
First County in New York State
to Reach Milestone
Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards Jr. stated the
following in response to Queens
becoming the first county in
New York State to have 1 million residents receive at least one
dose of a COVID-19 vaccine — a
milestone The World’s Borough
hit today, April 23, according to
the State Department of Health.
“One year ago today, Queens
was the epicenter of the epicenter
of the world’s worst public health
crisis in more than a century. To
go from those dark days to this
afternoon, as Queens becomes
the first county in the State to
have 1 million residents receive

at least one dose of a COVID-19
vaccine, is a testament to the
unrivaled strength and resilience
of our borough.
“To all our healthcare heroes
and frontline essential workers
who self lessly served Queens
in our time of need, we are
eternally in your debt. To all
those who lost a loved one to
this pandemic, our hearts are
always with you. To the 1 million Queens residents who have
received a vaccine, thank you
for doing your part to keep our
communities safe.
“It’s never been easier to get
vaccinated. With each resident
who gets their shots, we get
one step closer to building our
borough back better than ever.”

Senator Liu Introduces Legislation
Requiring All Public Schools to
Provide Instruction in
Asian American History
(Continued from page 3)
in the curriculum of our schools
is long past due. And it’s never
been more important than it is
now, as we work to confront and
end the generations of ignorance
and negative stereotyping that
have undoubtedly played a role in
anti-Asian racism and violence.”
Assembly Member Ron Kim
said, “Asian Americans are as

much a part of the fabric of our
country as any other community
in America. This legislation will
ensure that students in New
York understand the history,
contributions, and sacrifices of
our community and help them
understand our essential place
in this country. I look forward
to working with Senator Liu to
pass this bill in our respective
chambers.”

Bronx Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr.
Endorses Eric Adams For Mayor
Bronx Borough President
Ruben Diaz, Jr. endorsed Eric
Adams for mayor of New York
City today, saying “it is time for
the Bronx, Latinos, and all New
Yorkers to unite behind Eric Adams to be our next mayor.”
“New York needs a mayor with
the life experience of everyday
New Yorkers to lead us out of
this pandemic and make our city
a stronger, fairer place than it was
before — and I have no doubt that
person is Eric Adams,” Bronx
Borough President Diaz said. “We
need someone who can run this
city, not run from this city. This is
our opportunity for real change. It
is time for the Bronx, Latinos, and
all New Yorkers to unite behind
Eric Adams to be our next mayor.”
“Borough President Diaz is
the city’s strongest, most effective leader on behalf of the Bronx
and Latino New Yorkers — and I
am honored to have his support,”
mayoral candidate Eric Adams
said. “Before COVID-19 hit, Ruben cut the unemployment rate in
the Bronx in half and delivered
nearly $20 billion in new investment. And for the last year he has
been working harder than anyone
to ensure that Bronx residents who
are struggling are getting what
they need from their government.

Ruben and I are from different
boroughs but the same place. We
wake up every day worried about
everyday New Yorkers — and it
is critical that the next mayor both
understand their struggle and put
them first as we face this pivotal
moment in our history.”
In addition to Borough President Diaz, Adams has also been
endorsed by DC37, the Hotel
Trades Council, OPEIU Local
153, 32BJ SEIU, and the Uniform
Fire Officers Association, as well
as Rep. Tom Suozzi; state Sens.
Andrew Gounardes, Roxanne
Persaud, James Sanders, and Diane Savino; Assembly Members
Peter Abbate, Rodneyse Bichotte
Hermelyn, Inez Dickens, Erik
Dilan, Alicia Hyndman, Jenifer
Rajkumar, José Rivera, Clyde
Vanel, and Jaime Williams; New
York City Council Members
Adrienne Adams, Alicka AmprySamuel, Justin Brannan, Selvena
Brooks-Powers, Laurie Cumbo,
Darma Diaz, Peter Koo, Farah
Louis, Alan Maisel, I. Daneek
Miller, Francisco Moya, and
Ydanis Rodriguez; former Reps.
Charlie Rangel and Ed Towns;
former Bronx Borough President
Fernando Ferrer; and former Assembly Members Karim Camara
and Aurelia Greene.
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 4/29/21 - 5/5/21
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Your tendency to talk to loud will
drive everyone crazy. You must
not make unnecessary changes in
your financial holdings this week.
Your lucky numbers are 1,8,9.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Don’t start any arguments, they
may lead to a major fight. Listen
to the complaints of others. Plan
a nice evening for two. Your
lucky numbers are 6,3,2.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
You enjoy taking courses. Don’t
dwell on past regrets. Spend
time with youngsters this week.
Financial deals look good this
week. Your lucky numbers are
2,7,5.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Work on yourself, try losing a
little weight. Don’t do things
because someone else thinks
you should. Attend to unfinished
business. Your lucky numbers
are 2,8,6.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Your involvement in sports or
entertainment will lead to meeting new friends. Be professional,
and you will advance much more
quickly. Your lucky numbers are
5,3,9.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Don’t be too pushy at work. You
can win points with family if you
take the time to show interest in
their accomplishments. Go out
with friends. Your lucky numbers are 9,1,7.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Spend time with friends and relatives. You are best to do something
energetic this week. Take the
whole family on an enjoyable outing. Your lucky numbers are 7,4,3.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Your best effor ts will come
through hard work. You would
be best to work late in order to
avoid such disharmony. Your
nerves are frazzled. Your lucky
numbers are 3,8,7.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Property in vestments should
payoff. Make sure that you have
covered yourself legally and try
not to let your temper get out of
hand. Your lucky numbers are
5,9,3.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Try to avoid family squabbles.
Time is money and you must be
ready to take action in order to
reach your highest potential. Your
lucky numbers are 8,1,2.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Your own small business on the
side sounds pretty lucrative. You
will be viewed as a sensitive,
compassionate individual. Your
lucky numbers are 7,3,2.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Your courage and willpower will
enable you to get rid of destructive habits as well. Enjoy the
company of relatives this week.
Your lucky numbers are 3,1,8.

Did You
Know?
● Seahorses are monogamous
and mate for life.
● Most elephants weigh less than
the tongue of a blue whale.
● All clownfish are born male,
and will only change sex to become a dominant female.
●
Honeybees have tiny hairs
on their eyes to help them collect
pollen.
● A desert locust swarm can be
460 square miles in size and can
consume 423 million pounds of
plants in a single day.
● An adult panda can spend up
to 12 hours a day eating, and in
order to fulfill their dietary needs,
they need to eat at least 28 pounds
of bamboo.
● All polar bears are left-handed,
or rather, left-pawed.
● Baby giraffes can stand within
half an hour of birth.
●
Bats always turn left when
exiting a cave.
● Butterflies taste with their feet.
● Alligators have been around
for 150 million years.
● Gentoo penguins use a pebble
to propose to their girlfriends.
●
The name “jaguar” comes
from a Native American word
meaning “he who kills with one
leap”.
● Named for its miraculous abilities, the Amazon’s ‘Jesus Christ
lizard’ can run over water.
●
Cows have very complex
friendships, and when they are isolated from their companions, they
experience separation anxiety.

“Sudoku”

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Try And Find”

Loud
Pacifiers
Party
Plur
Ravers

Strobe Light
Techno
Trance
Vibe
Warehouse

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

R AV E R E V I E W

Flyer
Glitter
Glow Stick
Jungle
Lasers

SUDOKU

www.queenstimes.com

TRY AND FIND

All Night
Baggy Pants
Dance
Day-Glo Color
Deejay
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ACROSS
1. Takes off
6. Pond gunk
10. Spar
14. Everglades bird
15. French for “Head”
16. Feudal worker
17. Muse of love poetry
18. District
19. Mimics
20. Division
22. Tidy
23. Mommies
24. Smallest finger
25. Existence
29. Seabird having a large bill
31. Something dazzlingly excellent
(British)
33. A powerful wooden bow
37. A street of small shops
38. Specify
39. Staunched
41. Watered down
42. Indigenous
44. Not more
45. Daunts
48. Puke
50. Killed
51. In a non-hurting manner
56. Eastern discipline
57. Away from the wind
58. Relative magnitudes
59. Blacken
60. Gashes
61. Step
62. Fit
63. Lock openers
64. Creepy

DOWN
1. Accomplishment
2. Monster
3. Make secure by lashing
4. Greek cheese
5. Gale
6. Stutter
7. Breakfast food
8. Implement
9. Food from animals
10. Having purpose
11. Type of poplar tree
12. Move stealthily
13. Cantankerous
21. Becoming gradually narrower
24. Discussion group
25. Wanes
26. Thin strip
27. Small, medium or large
28. Graniteware
30. Will supplement
32. Curses
34. Chomp
35. 1 1 1 1
36. Marries
40. Depreciate
41. Faintness
43. Half
45. Mentally prepare
46. Hello or goodbye
47. Lawful
49. Brusque
51. Arrange in a container
52. Satisfy
53. Sun
54. 53 in Roman numerals
55. Bygone era

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES
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Arcadia Publishing Releases Definitive New Book on Meng: Postal Service Renews Lease For
Maspeth Post Office
The ‘Historic Houses of Queens’
Modern Day Queens is a
hustling-and-bustling metropolis
with more than 2 million people
living in an estimated 870,000
units, including everything from
attached row houses to government-run apartment complexes to
McMansions. Immigrants make
up about half the population,
and neighborhoods have such
nicknames as “Chinatown,” “KTown,” “La Pequeña Colombia,”
“Little Guyana,” “Little India,”
“Little Manila,” and “Little Pakistan.”
But this reality is actually quite
new. The New York City borough’s past includes rustic farmsteads, seaside escapes, corporate
towns, over-the-top mansions,
and specifically planned communities. And for centuries, it
wasn’t even part of the Big Apple.
Learn more about yesteryear’s
dwellings and the people who inhabited them in Arcadia Publishing’s Historic Houses of Queens
by Rob MacKay. With a $21.99
price tag, the book is currently
available on Arcadia’s website.
With 200 images and informative captions, this paperback
explores several landmarked
districts and more than 50 significant houses with the oldest
dating back to the mid-1660s.
Their owners were America’s
forefathers, religious dignitaries,
nouveau riche industrialists, Wall
Street tycoons, world leaders,
and prominent African American entertainers from the Jazz

Age. Rufus King, a senator and
the youngest signer of the U.S.
Constitution, operated a large
family farm in Jamaica, while
piano manufact urer William
Steinway lived in a 27-room,
granite-and-bluestone Italianate
villa in Astoria. Local musicians
include Louis Armstrong, James
Brown, and Ella Fitzgerald.
Historic Houses of Queens
looks at architecture, interior design, surrounding neighborhoods,
real estate trends, peculiarities,
and personalities. All the while,
MacKay, a former newspaper
editor who also authored the
Queens In Your Pocket guidebook, considers that real humans
lived in them. They grew up in
them. They relaxed in them. They
proudly showed them to friends
and family. And in some cases,

they lost them to fire, financial
issues or urban renewal projects.
“This is a true labor of love.
I spent a countless weekends
on research and writing,” said
MacKay, who lives in Sunnyside.
“But it was worth it. Queens is
such a special place, and its history is absolutely fascinating. It’s
an honor and a pleasure to share
this information with readers.”
MacKay has been the Director
of Public Relations, Marketing &
Tourism with the Queens Economic Development Corporation
since 2011. As part of his day
job, he runs various social media
channels that promote the borough’s restaurants, shops, hotels,
and tourism attractions. His interest in writing this book grew organically—and intensely—after
he became a trustee of the Queens
Historical Society in 2018.
Established in 1993, Arcadia Publishing specializes in
books and other products that
offer inside views of regional
history and forgotten aspects of
American life. The company’s
ever-increasing catalog has more
than 12,000 titles, including several other paperbacks on Queens
neighborhoods, landmarks, and
ethnic communities.
For more information, contact
Rob MacKay at 718.263.0546
and robertazo@hotmail.com. To
request a copy of Historic Houses
of Queens for purposes of a review, contact Maddison Potter at
mpotter@arcadiapublishing.com.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) an nounced that the
United States Postal Service has
renewed its lease for the post office in Maspeth, Queens.
During the last several months,
Meng made several inquiries with
postal officials about the future of
the facility after members of the
community expressed concerns
over the renewal of the lease.
The Postal Service informed
Meng that the new lease will run
through January 31, 2026.
“I thank the Postal Service for
hearing the concerns I expressed
to them from local residents who
said that they wanted this facility
to stay right where it is, and I’m
glad that it will,” said Congresswoman Meng. “I look forward
to this post office continuing to
provide convenient and important
and services to the area, and serv-

ing the needs of those who live and
work in the community.”
“The Maspeth Post Office is
a vital part of the community as
residents rely on its service to
bring them their mail, packages
and oftentimes their life-saving
medicines,” said State Senator Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr. “I would like
to thank my colleagues in government, especially Congressmember
Grace Meng, for their advocacy on
behalf of all of our constituents to
help keep this post office in the
local community, as well as the
Postal Service for listening to our
concerns and deciding to keep this
important community service.”
“Thank you to the Postal Service who listened to the concerns
of our community,” said Assemblyman Brian Barnwell. “Once we
saw the for rent sign on the building, my office, and other electeds
were in constant communication
with the post office regarding how
important this building was. I am
glad the post office will be staying and serving the people of our
community.”
“It’s good news the Maspeth
Post Office will remain in place,”
said Councilman Robert Holden.
“The Post Office and its staff
provide vital services that must be
conveniently located, especially
for our seniors.”
The Maspeth Post Office is
located in Meng’s congressional
district at 55-02 69th Street.

Justice and Accountability
Last week marked a momentous
verdict in the murder trial of George
Floyd, whose death at the hands of
a police officer in Minnesota last
year sparked a national conversation on policing in this country.
The day after the verdict,
Queens Borough President Donovan Richards organized an important solidarity rally. Queens District
Attorney Melinda Katz stood
alongside Queens elected officials
in expressing gratitude to the jury
for speaking so clearly to justice
and accountability.
Police accountability creates
an environment of trust. It makes
clear that every community, every
life has equal value under the eyes

To read GIA online in English and Italian
Visit www.giamondo.com

Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

of the law. It allows the countless
police officers who serve with integrity and empathy to build better
relationships and keep neighborhoods safe.
The District Attorney of Queens

County, is dedicated to rebuilding
the trust that is so sorely tested in
our communities. It is my fervent
hope that this verdict is a step
towards positive and systemic
change.

Pheffer Amato Presents Avoid the Day Bookstore with Small
Business of the Month Citation on Independent Bookstore Day
Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway
Beach) presented owners Jianna
and Jason Heuer of Avoid the Day
Bookstore with her April 2021
Small Business of the Month citation on Independent Bookstore
Day, Saturday April 24th. The
award ceremony took place as a
surprise addition to Avoid The
Day’s Independent Bookstore Day
programming, which included
book readings from local authors
throughout the day. The Assemblywoman read a chapter from
Rockaway resident Dan Brown’s
book, “The Sometimes Why:
Short Stories, Monologues, and
Words to That Effect,” along with
(Continued on page 10)
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Flushing Town Hall Presents Afro-Cuban Jazz Power Duo
OKAN on May 14, 2021
On May 14, Flushing Town Hall
presents the award-winning, contemporary duo OKAN in a virtual
performance for audiences across
the globe. Co-leaders Elizabeth
Rodriguez and Magdelys Savigne
will be available for a live Q&A
after the performance.
Taking their name from the
word for “heart” in the Afro-Cuban
religion of Santeria, OKAN is a
women-led ensemble that fuses
Afro-Cuban roots with jazz, folk,
and global rhythms in songs about
immigration, courage and love.
Born in Havana, Cuba, Elizabeth Rodriguez is a classically
trained violinist who served as
concertmaster for Havana’s Youth
Orchestra. Magdelys Savigne hails
from Santiago de Cuba and graduated with honours in orchestral
percussion from Havana’s University of the Arts. Both are also
Grammy-nominated artists for
their contributions to Jane Bunnett
and Maqueque, of which they are
former members.
Having recently worked with
Bomba Estereo, Lido Pimienta, and
Bianca Gismonti, OKAN follows
up on their Juno-nominated and Independent Music Award-winning
debut album Sombras, with their
sophomore release Espiral, out
on the Lulaworld Records label.
The Juno award is the Canadian

equivalent of the Grammy award
in the US and is awarded annually
to outstanding musicians.
CBC Music says “Espiral, the
astonishing followup to their Junonominated 2019 debut, push[es]
Latin jazz into new and unexpected
territories...[Espiral is] lush and
vibrant, urgent but specific and
deeply intentional.”
On May 14 at 7:00 PM (ET),
Flushing Town Hall will be streaming OKAN’s performance on
their YouTubeChannel and band
co-leaders Elizabeth Rodriguez
and Magdelys Savigne will be
available for a live Q&A after the
stream. The performance will be
only available to ticketed viewers.
Tickets are available online for $5
($6 total including $1 convenience
fee).
About Flushing Town Hall
- Flushing Town Hall (FTH), a
Smithsonian affiliate, presents
multi-disciplinary global arts that

engage and educate the global
communities of Queens and New
York City, in order to foster mutual appreciation. As advocates of
arts equity since 1979, we support
local, immigrant, national, and
international artists, developing
partnerships and collaborations
that enhance our efforts. As a member of New York City’s Cultural
Institutions Group (CIG), we serve
to restore, manage and program the
historic 1862 landmark on behalf
of the City of New York. FTH
celebrates the history of Queens
as the home of Jazz, by presenting
the finest in Jazz performance. We
are committed to arts education
and hands-on learning, for the
arts-curious, arts enthusiasts, and
professional artists. We serve one
of the most diverse communities
in the world and strive to uphold
the legacy of inclusiveness that has
defined our community since the
Flushing Remonstrance of 1657.
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Addressing Public Safety Concerns

Council member Robert Holden hosted a Public Safety Town
Hall to address the concerns of
constituents regarding public
safety in the neighborhoods of
Woodside, Woodhaven, Ridgewood, Middle Village, Maspeth,
and Glendale.
Queens District Attorney

Melinda Katz was able to discuss
the work of this office over the
past year to go after the drivers of
crime in Queens County by prosecuting gun runners, sponsoring
gun “buy-back” events, as well as
creating programs and outreach
services for vulnerable youth
populations within our borough.

Congressman Tom Suozzi Opens New
District Office in Queens

LIRR Conductor Reunites Customer With $107K Worth of
Missing Jewelry Left on Train
A gem of a Long Island Rail
Road (LIRR) conductor was commended today for discovering
and turning in a tray of $107,000
worth of engagement rings, some
with embedded diamonds, left
behind by a jeweler on his way
to Port Washington Thursday
evening, April 22.
Assistant Conductor Jonathan
Yellowday, a Murray Hill, Queens
resident, was working on the 6:11
p.m. train from Penn Station to
Port Washington when he found
the case of jewelry in a plastic
bag. The rings belong to jeweler
Ed Eleasian who has an office in
Midtown Manhattan. He was on
his way home and didn’t realize he
had left behind the tray of trinkets.
Conductor Yellowday couldn’t
believe what he had discovered
and knew that he needed to get the
items to the MTA police as soon
as possible. “I got on the next train
going back to Penn, turned it in,
and the rest is history,” he said.
Eleasian and his wife took the
LIRR into Penn Station Friday
afternoon to retrieve the items at
the MTA PD District 4 office in
Penn Station. The grateful jeweler
was met by LIRR President Phil
Eng, Conductor Yellowday, and
MTA Board Member and Vice
General Chairman of the Sheet
Metal Air Rail Transportation
Union (SMART) Vincent Tes-

Congressman Tom Suozzi was joined by Congressman
Greg Meeks, Queens Borough President Donovan Richards,
elected officials and community leaders from across Queens
at opening celebration for his New District Office in Queens.

sitore where President Eng presented Yellowday with a commendation for his swift and thoughtful
actions.
“Not only did you find and
return these 36 rings, but just
think about the happiness of 36
couples down the road that will
be joined together in happiness,
and they’ll have a story to tell,”
President Eng said in commending the conductor. “So, thank you
for your heroic actions and saving
the day for 36 future couples. I
understand the value of these diamond rings, but everything found
and returned to the customer is

immensely important to them.
You treated this just as you should
have and it’s another proud day for
us at the railroad.”
Conductor Yellowday, who has
been at Long Island Railroad for
seven years, has seen many lost
items during his tenure, but nothing close to the value of this find.
After receiving a heartfelt hug
from Eleasian today, Conductor
Yellowday said, “I could only
imagine what you were going
through yesterday when you realized that you didn’t have your
jewelry. You know when you get
on the 6:11 you’re in good hands.”

At the opening of the new District Office in Douglaston, NY
for Congressman Suozzi is Congressional Aide Jerome Bost
greeting the Italian American PAC President James Lisa.
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(April 30 to May 6)
Is it winding down? For the first
time since COVID started, Queens
hosts more live events than streaming events this week. Check out an
inside exhibit. Learn a craft on a
porch. Enjoy a play from a picnic
table. Smell the special flowers.
Peruse artisan products. Or enjoy
shows and lectures via zoom.
● April 30, David Ostwald’s
Louis Armstrong Eternity Band,
7 pm. Flushing Town Hall streams
this live concert from its main
stage. The band celebrates International Jazz Day with music by
past and future Queens legends.
Info: https://bit.ly/3gKBtxV
● April 30, Beyond The Veil,
May 1. The professional troupe
Resounding presents the world
premiere of this spine-tingling
ghost story about a small town
doctor, his grieving family member, and a spiritualist at 7 pm both
nights. The audience watches from
parked cars or picnic tables. Radial
Park, 27-50 1st St., Astoria. Info:
https://bit.ly/2QhPNDs
● April 30, Complete Kubrick,
Sept. 26. The re-opened Museum
of the Moving Image exhibits
“Envisioning 2001: Stanley Kubrick’s Space Odyssey” and kicks
off a related retrospective of the
Bronx native’s films. It begins
with “2001: A Space Odyssey” on
April 30 at 6:30 pm and May 2 at
12:30 pm and “Dr. Strangelove: or
How I Learned to Stop Worrying
and Love the Bomb” on May 2
at 4 pm. MoMI, 36-01 35th Ave.,
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District.
Info: https://bit.ly/3tVCJ5d
● April 30, City Nature Challenge, May 3. Participate in this
five-borough contest by taking
photos of wild plants and animals
in Alley Pond Park and posting
them on social media with the
hashtags #CityNatureChallenge
and #parkbypark. Use the free
iNaturalist app to identify plants
and animals. Info: https://bit.
ly/3aIe6kL
● April 30, Gravity + Short Films,
7 pm. Queens Drive-In continues
with Alfonso Cuarón’s outer-space
adventure, introduced by a physician who specializes in the effects
of social isolation on the brain.
Watch some shorts, too. New York
Hall of Science Parking Lot, 4701 111th St., Flushing Meadows
Corona Park. Info: https://bit.
ly/3q8tI5Z
● May 1, Made In Queens
Opening, 11 am. ChaShaMa, an

arts-and-business nonprofit, kicks
off an effort to sell soap, candles,
jewelry, and other handcrafted
items by Queens makers. The store
is open Fridays to Sundays from
11 am to 8 am through the end of
June. NYC Markers’ Market, 1155
Sixth Ave. (between 44th and 45th
streets), Manhattan. Info: https://
bit.ly/3awu2Gz
● May 1, Fun with Florals, 1 pm.
Hang out on a historic house’s
porch, learn about the uses of
plants in the 19th century — from
dyes to decorations to crafts to
medicines — and make some
f lower-inspired crafts to take
home. King Manor Museum, 15003 Jamaica Ave., Jamaica. Info:
https://bit.ly/3xplEC
● May 1, Writing on Race
& Immigration, 2 pm. Eight
Queens-based writers share their
stories through writing on the
topics of race and immigration
via this Lewis Latimer House
Museum stream. Info: https://bit.
ly/2S6k08Y
● May 1, Willy Wonka & the
Chocolate Factory, 7 pm. Queens
Drive-In continues with this enduring musical fantasy. Gene
Wilder is a candy king who hides
from the world in his marvelous
and mysterious chocolate factory.
New York Hall of Science Parking Lot, 47-01 111th St., Flushing
Meadows Corona Park. Info:
https://bit.ly/3q8tI5Z
● May 1, Litter Clean Up + Nature Hike, noon. Volunteer with
Urban Park Rangers for a cleanup
of Forest Park, followed by an
exploration to collect data. Meet
at Wallenburg Square, 115-29
Metropolitan Ave., Richmond Hill.
Info: https://on.nyc.gov/32NFd9V
● May 2, Earth Day Celebration,
11 am. Vendors sell crafts, clothes,
knickknacks, and other items. The
nonprofit Junkluggers collects, recycles, and reuses E-waste, books,
clothes, and other items. Sunnyside Gardens Park, enter via the
gate on 50th Street between 39th
and Barnett avenues. Info: https://
bit.ly/3dKZ4wz
● May 2, Flower Patch, 11 am.
A unique, Instagrammable floral
garden with creature installations
in an immersive environment
with stunning backdrops. Plus,
attendees can take home flower
pots and floral-themed craft kits.
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50
Main St., Flushing. Info: https://
bit.ly/3tsS25e

● May 2, Groundhog Day, 7 pm.
Queens Drive-In continues as Bill
Murray puts in a great performance as a television weatherman
in this circular comedy. New York
Hall of Science Parking Lot, 4701 111th St., Flushing Meadows
Corona Park. Info: https://bit.
ly/3q8tI5Z
● May 2, Nature Challenge
Walks, 10:30 am + noon. Alley
Pond Environmental Center leads
two one-hour walks to help participants in the City Nature Challenge. APEC, 224-65 76th Ave.,
Oakland Gardens. Info: https://bit.
ly/3aIFuzf + https://bit.ly/3vhdlaj
● May 2, Forest Bathing, 10:30
am. A forest bathing experience
in the Japanese Shinrin-Yoku
style led by certified forest therapy guide Linda Lombardo. It’s
a chance to connect with nature
and improve health. Alley Pond
Environmental Center, 224-65
76th Ave., Oakland Gardens. Info:
https://bit.ly/34hXlKu
● May 2, Greek Orthodox Easter,
2:30 pm. Queens Historical Society streams a special program on
the Greek communities in Astoria
and Whitestone. The event takes
participants into a Greek Orthodox
Church Easter observation. Info:
https://bit.ly/2QpGdyt
● May 3, Water Is Life...Dancing
Through Mexico, 11:30 am. Kupferberg Center for the Arts streams
a program that features dances
from Veracruz, Guerrero, Michoacán, and other Mexican regions.
Info: https://bit.ly/2R2ApKR
● May 3, The Conflict Over the
Conflict, noon. Defense attorney
and author Kenneth Stern examines the Israel/Palestine debate
during this Commonpoint Queens
stream. Stern directs Bard College’s Center for the Study of Hate.
Info: https://bit.ly/2S6tnFJ
● May 7, Free First Friday, 11 am
to 6 pm. The Noguchi Museum
is free and open to the public
for general admission. However,
reservations are required to maintain social distancing due to the
COVID pandemic. Noguchi, 9-01
33rd Rd., LIC. Info: https://bit.
ly/3kRHybb
● May 7, The Underground
Spiritual Game, 7 pm. This group
explores music from Ethiopia,
West Africa, Argentina, and the
Middle East. Watch them perform
from The Plaxall Gallery in Long
Island City as part of Culture Lab
LIC. Info: https://bit.ly/2QPRsji

Attorney General James Statement on SCOTUS Decision to
Hear New York Gun Law Case
New York Attorney General
Letitia James released the following statement in response
to the U.S. Supreme Court’s
decision to hear New York State
Rifle & Pistol Association, Inc.
v. Corlett. The Attorney Gen-

eral’s Office will represent the
state of New York in the U.S.
Supreme Court proceedings in
this case.
“We will vigorously defend
a ny challenge to New York
state’s gun laws that are intended

to protect public safety. We look
forward to presenting the state’s
arguments at the U.S. Supreme
Court and to showing how New
York’s laws protect public safety
in a manner consistent with the
Second Amendment.”

Read Our Paper Online
Visit our website: www.queenstimes.com
Follow the Links To Times Online

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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Weprin Announces Cross Endorsement With Queens
Borough President Donovan Richards
Assemblymember David
Weprin, a top-tier candidate for
New York City Comptroller,
today announced the backing of
Borough President Donovan Richards, the first African-American
Queens leader. Weprin also announced his endorsement of the
Borough President’s reelection
bid.
“I am absolutely honored to
have Borough President Richards’
endorsement in the race for New
York City Comptroller,” said
Weprin. “The Borough President
has served his community and his
borough well during his career in
public service and I proudly accept
his endorsement and offer him my
support in his race to continue as
Borough President. This endorsement not only means a great deal
to me as a son of Queens, but because I know the level of respect to
which Donovan is held throughout
the entire borough by the more
than two million residents who
have chosen to make Queens their
homes.”
“For many years, David Weprin has been a dedicated public

servant to the people of Queens
and will make an excellent Comptroller for the people of New York
City,” said Borough President
Richards. His background in the
private sector, as the City Council
Finance Chair, and as a member
of the Assembly, has uniquely
prepared him for the challenges of
managing a complicated financial
system, protecting the pensions
of millions of New Yorkers and
serving as a watchdog over the
city’s agencies and departments.
As Borough President and a friend
of David’s - but most importantly
as a resident of the greatest city
in the world - I would be honored
to have David Weprin serve as
our next Comptroller and I urge
my friends and neighbors to give
him their votes on June 22nd.”
Weprin is the only candidate
running for Comptroller with the
necessary municipal financial
experience, having balanced the
City’s budget as Chair of the City
Council’s Finance Committee for
eight consecutive years. He guided
the City’s finances through the
post-9/11 recession and the 2008

recession. Previously in his public
service career, Weprin served as
the Deputy Superintendent of
Banks and Secretary of the Banking Board for New York State,
where he was a watchdog of nearly
$2 trillion, regulating more than
3,000 financial institutions and
financial service firms in New
York State, including international
banking institutions, mortgage
brokers, and mortgage bankers.
Currently Chair of the New York
State Assembly’s Committee on
Correction, Weprin has championed critical legislation reforming our criminal justice system.
He has authored groundbreaking
legislation including the Adoptee
Bill of Rights and the Religious
Garb Bill and has made standing
up for middle class New Yorkers
a central theme of his campaign
for Comptroller.
Weprin is a graduate of Jamaica
High School, SUNY at Albany,
and holds a law degree from Hofstra University. A father of five
children, and grandfather of six,
David and his wife, Ronni, live in
Holliswood, Queens.

Speaker Johnson, Council Member Moya, Public Advocate
Williams And State Senator Benjamin Introduce Bills
Designed to Weed Out Bad Cops
As part of the Council’s efforts
to increase police accountability and reimagine public safety,
Speaker Corey Johnson, Council
Member Francisco Moya, and
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams are introducing a bill that
will ban the city from hiring police
officers from other jurisdictions
who were fired for misconduct or
resigned while being investigated
for misconduct. The bill requires
the Department of Citywide Administrative Services – which set
qualifications for civil service jobs
– to add a line in the hiring code
that automatically disqualifies
these officers when they apply for
the NYPD.
There are already several
disqualifications from becoming an NYPD officers, including
domestic violence misdemeanors,
dishonorable discharge from the
military and felony convictions.
While transfers to the NYPD
are not common, the goal of this
legislation is to make sure that no
one with a history of misconduct
finds their way into the city’s police force.
State Senator Brian Benjamin
will introduce a companion bill in
the State Senate, barring police departments in the state from hiring
cops from other jurisdictions who
were fired or resigned pending a
misconduct investigation.
Officers who are fired from

one department only to get hired
by another, known as wandering
officers, are more likely to receive
misconduct complaints and get
fired again compared to other officers, according to a 2020 report
in the Yale Law Journal.
“All it takes is one bad cop to
make a fatal mistake, shatter a
family and destroy the trust people
have in all police. Sadly, we’ve
seen too many police misconduct
cases across the country, and many
times these so-called ‘wandering
officers’ land in other departments. We don’t want them in the
NYPD, and we must do everything
we can do to prevent them from
working as officers in our city,”
said Speaker Corey Johnson.
“Every step we can take towards
dismantling systemic racism is an
action towards meaningful police
reform. The bill I’m introducing is
a step to keep the bad apples from
multiplying—if an officer is let
go because of disciplinary issues,
regardless of jurisdiction, they will
be ineligible for NYPD service.
This is about protecting Black and
Brown lives from police officers
who have had a history of misconduct. With this bill, New York City
can be an example of vigorous and
positive action so Black lives are
no longer in danger,” said Council
Member Francisco Moya.
“We need to restore and protect
the trust between our communi-

ties and the individuals sworn to
protect them. We can’t do that if
we have people serving as police
officers who other cities or states
have determined are not fit for
duty,”  said Senator Brian Benjamin. “Once we enact this bill into
law on the city and state level, we
can be sure that we are not empowering people who have a history of
abusing their positions. This bill
will increase transparency around
policing and protect the public
from abusive officers, increasing
public safety for all.”
“Right now, an officer could be
fired in Minnesota for misconduct
and find a job waiting for them
down at 1 Police Plaza. Kim Potter, who killed Daunte Wright,
could be submitting her resume,”
said Public Advocate Jumaane
Williams. “That’s nonsensical,
and the legislation we announced
today will close this loophole to
accountability by adding to the list
of prohibiting factors for officers,
preventing the hiring of police
from other jurisdictions who were
fired or resigned because of misconduct. I thank Speaker Johnson
and Council Member Moya for
advancing this bill and this issue.
We have a great deal of work ahead
to truly redefine public safety, but
this week’s verdict in Minneapolis,
and legislation like this bill, can
hopefully provide some needed
accountability.”
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Attorney General James Encourages
New Yorkers to Support
Asian-American-Owned Small
Businesses During Visit to Chinatown
AG James Tours Chinatown
Businesses and Convenes Community Dialogue to Combat AntiAsian Hate and Violence
New York Attorney General
Letitia James today led a group
of local elected officials and
community leaders in a walking
tour of Manhattan’s Chinatown
to support small businesses that
have been financially devastated by the coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic.
Together, the group visited local restaurants and shops, and
encouraged New Yorkers to patronize Asian-American-owned
businesses in Chinatown and
other neighborhoods. Following
the tour, Attorney General James
held a community conversation
with organization leaders to
address the rise in Anti-Asian

hate crimes, discuss community
concerns, and reiterate solidarity
for New York’s Asian-American
community.
“New York is a state that
treasures diversity and embraces
acceptance, which is why we will
never allow xenophobia or hatred
to win,” said Attorney General
James. “It is imperative that we
support and uplift each other
during challenging times, which
is why, today and every day,
we stand in solidarity with our
Asian-American community and
we will do everything we can to
ensure their wellbeing and safety.
We’re in Chinatown today to
embrace Asian-American-owned
businesses, and we encourage all
New Yorkers to support struggling small businesses, especially
in communities that have been
devastated by this pandemic.”

Rozic Announces State Funding for
NYC Road Repairs and Maintenance
State Department of Transportation allocates $15.58 million for
the five boroughs
Rozic: Queens leads with the
most state highway miles and
must receive its fair share of state
funding
A sse mbly wom a n Ni ly
Rozic (D,WF-Fresh Meadows) announced that the New York State
Department of Transportation’s
(NYS DOT) is allocating $15.58
million to New York City under a
funding stream for state touring
routes. The new state funding is
part of a $100 million allocation
secured in this year’s enacted
state budget and will be used for
upgrades and maintenance of the
City’s highway system.
“Queens residents can expect
to see infrastructure upgrades in
our borough thanks to funding in
this year’s state budget for highway repairs and maintenance,”
said Assemblywoman Rozic.
“The deteriorating conditions of
roadways throughout Queens is
unacceptable and long overdue
for major rehabilitation to ensure
the longevity and safety of our
transit system. Now that the state
has stepped in, the City must
provide Queens with its fair share
of infrastructure funding proportional with the borough’s share of

highway mileage and routes.”
“Queens drivers know all too
well that our borough’s roadways
need improvement,” said Queens
Borough President Donovan Richards, Jr. “The record funding allocated by the State Department
of Transportation will go a long
way toward ensuring that Queens
roadways enable motorists to have
safe and smooth rides. I commend
Assemblywoman Rozic for securing this important funding, which
we anticipate will be allocated
proportionately so that Queens
gets its fair share.”
In New York, signed state highways are referred to as “touring
routes.” To identify whether roads
or highways are in a state of good
repair, the NYS DOT conducts
annual surveys to assess surface
conditions. With 62.11 state touring route miles, New York City is
set to receive the most funding. Of
the five boroughs, Queens tops the
list with 39.82 miles.
Rozic has previously led similar
efforts through legislation and advocacy to increase the reimbursement rate to local governments
for the cost of arterial roadway
maintenance. With this new funding, Rozic is calling for equity in
distribution of the funds and long
term assistance to cities and municipalities across New York who
rely on state funding.

Sanders And Pheffer Amato Introduce Legislation Requiring Notification Before Funding
Reductions For Hospitals And Nursing Homes
Assembly woman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway)
announced that she has introduced a bill, A.6886, which
would require agencies to notify
elected officials before introducing a plan to reduce funding
for a nursing home or hospital

in their district. Sen. James
Sanders is introducing this bill
in the Senate.
“The recent plan to make
St. John’s Episcopal Hospital
(SJEH) a micro-hospital was
not relayed to me, Sen. Sanders, or any community partner,

even though this change, if
adopted, would have dramatically changed our district and
affected the lives of our constituents,” Pheffer Amato said.
“This cannot happen again. As
elected officials, it’s important
to be proactive, not reactive, to

changes in our community, so
that we can advocate for our
constituents in the best way
possible.”
This legislation was created
in response to the proposed
changes to SJEH. Assemblywoman Pheffer Amato and Sen.

Sanders also introduced legislation earlier this month to eliminate conf licts of interest and
ensure that a public employee
is unable to work on projects
on which they have intimate
knowledge as an independent
consultant.
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$28 Billion Dollar Restaurant Relief Program
Soon to Launch
Standing at “Crave
Fishbar,” a family-owned,
100% sustainable seafood
restaurant in midtown, U.S.
Senator Charles Schumer
formally announced that
the $28.6 billion federal
restaurant relief program
is about to launch. Schumer
championed the bipartisan
relief plan in the American
Rescue Plan he led to passage in the Senate as Majority Leader.
Schumer urged New
York rest au rants to be
the first in line to apply
and, along with the New
York Hospitality Alliance,
pushed to get the word
out. Schumer also said he
is pushing the Small Business Administration (SBA)
to ‘dish’ these funds out
ASAP. Schumer said that
with New York City and
Long Island poised to see
a sizable share of the $28.6
billion dollar federal pot,
local restaurants we know
and love can stay open for
business and opportunities for workers to return
to old or new restaurant
jobs can emerge. Schumer
also said the countless jobs
New York restaurants still
provide will be less uncertain now that this direct
relief is on the way. He also
explained how our local
restaurants can apply.
“New York restaurants
like Crave, their employees
and our overall economy
need immediate federal
relief to weather Covid and
recover because too many
of the places we know and
love could close without the
help, leaving a giant hole
in our economy,” said U.S.
Senator Charles Schumer.
“That is why I fought so
hard to make sure this relief bill included a vital
ingredient – a restaurants
relief fund based on the bipartisan RESTAURANTS
Act– to get our restaurants
‘cookin’’ again. Getting
federal dollars into the
hands of struggling small
businesses, like restaurants across New York City
and Long Island, not only
makes sense, but it’s the
recipe needed to keep small
businesses like Crave and
others across Long Island
going and keeping their
workers on the job.”
The new restaurant
relief fund, modeled on
the widely supported, bipartisan RESTAURANTS
Act, will provide a downpayment of $28.6 billion in
flexible grants through the
Small Business Administration (SBA) as a lifeline
for New York’s restaurant
industry, one of the hardest hit by the economic
effects of the coronavirus
pandemic. Food service or
drinking establishments,
including caterers, brewpubs, taprooms, and tasting
rooms, that are not part of
an affiliated group with

more than 20 locations,
will be eligible. To provide
comprehensive support to
local restaurants, grants
from the fund could be
used alongside first and
second Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) loans, SBA
Economic Injury Disaster
Loan assistance, and the
Employee Retention Tax
Credit.
Across New York City
250,000 jobs in the hospitality industry—including
the food industry—were
lost in 2020 due to the regional industry’s struggles
throughout the pandemic.
Schumer said that with New
York City and Long Island
poised to see a sizable share
of the $28.6 billion dollar
federal pot, local restaurants we know and love
across the metropolitan
region can stay open for
business and opportunities
for workers to return to old
or new restaurant jobs can
emerge. Schumer also said
the countless jobs New
York restaurants still provide will be less uncertain
now that this direct relief is
on the way. The owner of
Crave talked about his own
pandemic struggles and the
fight to keep the doors open
along with his hope for the
future with this relief package on the way.
In New York City,
25,000 eating and drinking
establishments employed
325,000 people before the
pandemic. Over the past
year, the industry’s lost
more than 140,000 jobs.
And a survey conducted by
the New York City hospitality Alliance revealed 92%
of more than 400 surveyed
couldn’t afford to pay December rent, a number officials say is only increasing.
In another report released
by the New York State
Restaurant Association
(NYSRA), 54% – over half
– of New York restaurants
said they likely would not
survive another six months
without federal relief. This,
compared to 37% of restaurants nationwide, indicates
the dire situation of the
restaurant industry in New
York, Schumer said. NYSRA also estimated from
the previously mentioned
survey that thousands of
restaurants in New York
have already been forced to
close due to the pandemic.
Across Long Island
more than 82,000 people
that work in restaurants and
in the hospitality industry
lost their jobs due to the regional industry’s struggles.
The owners of Café IL Villaggio, who Schumer previously met with, have talked
about their own pandemic
struggles and the fight to
keep the doors open along
with their hope for the
future.
“Nassau County is in a
strong position to rebound

from the pandemic as hospitalizations continue to
decline and more vaccines
go into arms. Nassau’s restaurants have demonstrated
that they know how to reopen safely. Nassau currently leads New York’s
downstate counties in percentage of our population to
receive a first vaccine dose
- the key to a full reopening
of our economy,” Nassau
County Executive Laura
Curran has said.
“Local restaurants have
borne the brunt of the economic fallout of this public health crisis, and need
immediate relief to stay
afloat and recover,” Suffolk
County Executive Steve
Bellone has said. “With
new challenges ahead, I
want to thank Senate Majority Leader Schumer for
delivering this vital assistance for Suffolk restaurants.”
“This is a critical moment for our New York food
and beverage establishments, and it’s important
they k now to apply for
the funds available via the
American Rescue Plan,”
Schumer added. “The SBA
must roll up their sleeves
and get these funds to our
restaurants ASAP.”
More details on Senator
Schumer’s new restaurant
relief fund appear below:
Grant Maximum –
$10 million per restaurant
group, $5 million per individual restaurant
Eligible Expenses – Payroll and benefits, mortgage,
rent, utilities, maintenance,
supplies including protective equipment and cleaning
materials, food, operational
expenses, covered supplier
costs as defined by the SBA
under the PPP program,
sick leave, and any other
expenses deemed essential
by the Administrator.
Covered Period – Grants
can be spent on eligible
expenses f rom 2/15/20
through 12/31/21 and the
Administrator may extend
the period through two
years from enactment if
conditions warrant.
Set Asides – $5 billion of
the $28.6 billion total is reserved for restaurants with
less than $500,000 in gross
receipts in 2019 for the first
60 days of the program.
During the initial 21-day
period, the administrator
will prioritize awarding
grants to eligible entities
that are owned or controlled
by women or Veterans or
are socially and economically disadvantaged businesses.
HOW TO APPLY https://www.sba.gov/
funding-programs/loans/
covid-19-relief-options/
restaurant-revitalizationfund
Guidance is also available in Spanish: htt p://
www.sba.gov/restaurantes

THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 2021

NYC H+H/Queens Receives $1 Million Donation
From Local Businessman
NYC Health + Hospitals/
Queens announced today
that it will receive $1 million
from local businessman Hari
Hariharan. The donation
will help fund new diabetes
management services at the
hospital and update related
equipment, including a wide
field camera for the Ophthalmology Clinic, and upgrade
existing exam rooms. The
equipment and physical upgrades will be acquired by
the summer of 2021.
Pictured above Left to right: Nagatheepan Mahalingam, Assistant Director,
Queens Ambulatory Care Services; Tricia Roberts, Queens Chief Financial
Officer; Hari Hariharan, Donor; Neil J. Moore, Queens Chief Executive
Officer; Anthony Andrews, Queens Community Advisory Board Chair; New
York State Assemblymember David I. Weprin; Dean Mihaltses, Queens Chief
Operating Officer.

Queens Native Earns Master Black Belt
Air Traffic Controller
Petty Officer 2nd Class
(AC2) Oscarine Diaz recently earned her Master
Black Belt in the Lean Six
Sigma (LSS) course.
Diaz grew up in Queens,
New York, as the youngest
of three children in a single
mother household. Diaz
knew she wanted stability
for her future family and
that motivated her to join the
Navy. She joined in January
2018 and became the first

sailor in her family.
After graduating from
boot camp, Diaz came to
Naval Air Station (NAS)
Pensacola for accession
training, commonly known
as A School. After graduating A School, Diaz
joined her first command
in Greece at Naval Support Activity (NSA) Souda
Bay. AC2 Diaz returned to
Pensacola and is now at her
second command at NAS
Pensacola.

Pheffer Amato Presents Avoid the Day Bookstore
with Small Business of the Month Citation . . .
four other local readers.
“Avoid the Day Bookstore
exemplifies what a true community partner and civic
minded small business can
mean to a community,” Pheffer Amato said. “Through
their hard work and dedication to their business they have firmly ensconced
themselves as an important
part of the community and
are an invaluable addition

to the culture and arts space
in Rockaway. I was proud
to present them with the
April 2021 Small Business
of the Month award and look
forward to their continued
success!”
“We want to thank Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato for presenting us
with the April 2021 Small
Business of the Month
Award,” Jianna and Jason
Heuer, owners of Avoid the
Day Bookstore said. “We

are so happy to still be here
after this pandemic - it had
been our dream to open up
a bookstore in Rockaway
Beach, and we’re only getting started!”
Jianna and Jason Heuer
opened the Avoid the Day
Bookstore in February 2020,
7 weeks before the start of
NY PAUSE. They are the
17th business to receive the
Small Business of the Month
award since its launch in
2018.

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of EVE
AND DAVES LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 04/22/2021.
O f f i c e l o c at i o n: Q u e e ns
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 45 12 46th Street, PMB 258,
S u n n y s i d e , N Y 111 0 4 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
MOTIVATION RE ADER’S
MASTERMIND NETWORK
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 02/18/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 229-19 Merrick
Blvd., Laurelton, NY 11413.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
FRANKLIN HOME BUILDERS
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
o n 0 4 / 0 6 / 2 0 2 1. O f f i c e
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 108-55 49th Avenue,
# 3F, Corona, NY 113 6 8.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021

(Continued from page 6)

Reliable GoGo NY LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 03/19/21. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC,
4707 41st Street, Apartment
5F, Sunnyside, NY 11104.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021
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File No.: 2019-1368/D
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
To: Donald Sharpe,
Charles Taibi,
Attorney General of the State
of New York
The unknown distributees,
legatees, devisees, heirs at law
and assignees of MAURICE A.
FLETCHER, deceased, or their
estates, if any there be, whose
names, places of residence
and post office addresses are
unknown to the petitioner and
cannot with due diligence be
ascertained
Barbara Tapper, if living and
if dead, to their heirs at law,
next of kin and distributees
whose names and places of
residence are unknown and
if they died subsequent to
the decedent herein, to their
executors, administrators,
legatees, devisees, assignees
and successors in interest
whose names and places of
residence are unknown and
cannot be ascertained after due
diligence.
A copy of this citation and
the accounting, as well as all
amendments to it, if any, shall
be served on the Guardian Ad
Litem, Kate Christoforatos, Esq.
Being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the Estate of
MAURICE A. FLETCHER,
deceased, who at the time of
death was a resident of 96-04
57th Avenue, Apt. 4H, Corona,
NY 11366, in the County of
Queens, State of New York.
SEND GREETING:
Upon the petition of LOIS
M. ROSENBL AT T, Public
Administrator of Queens
C o u n t y, w h o m a i n t a i n s
her office at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Jamaica, Queens
County, New York 11435, as
Administrator of the Estate of
MAURICE A. FLETCHER,
deceased, you and each of
you are hereby cited to show
cause before the Surrogate
at the Surrogate’s Court of
the County of Queens, to be
held at the Queens General
Courthouse, 6th Floor, 88-11
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
City and State of New York, on
the 27thday of May, 2021 at 9:30
o’clock in the forenoon, why the
Account of Proceedings of the
Public Administrator of Queens
County, as Administrator of
the Estate of said deceased,
a copy of which is attached,
should not be judicially settled,
and why the Surrogate should
not fix and allow a reasonable
amount of compensation to
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.,
for legal services rendered to
petitioner herein in the amount
of $8,833.18 and that the Court
fix the fair and reasonable
additional fee for any services
to be rendered by GERARD J.
SWEENEY, ESQ., hereafter in
connection with proceedings
on kinship, claims etc., prior
to entry of a final Decree on
this accounting in the amount
of 6% of assets or income
collected after the date of the
within accounting; and why the

Surrogate should not fix and
allow an amount equal to one
percent on said Schedules of
the total assets on Schedules A,
A1, and A2 plus any additional
monies received subsequent
to the date of this account,
as the fair and reasonable
amount payable to the Office
of the Public Administrator for
the expenses of said office
pursuant to S.C.P.A. §1106(3);
and why the petitioner should
not be authorized to retain the
sum of $25,000.00to satisfy
the contingent and possible
claim of Donald Sharpe and
court referee Charles Taibi for
a period of 6 months from the
date of the decree to be settled
hereon; and why, upon service
on the petitioner of an Order
from the New York Supreme
Court fixing the legal fees and
commissions of Donald Sharpe
and court referee Charles Taibi,
for services rendered to the
decedent, petitioner should not
be further authorized to pay
Donald Sharpe and court referee
Charles Taibi said amount not
to exceed$25,000.00; and
why if Donald Sharpe and
Charles Taibi, should fail to
obtain an order from the New
York Supreme Court fixing his
legal fee and commissions
for services rendered to the
decedent within six months from
the Notice of Entry of the decree
to be settled hereon, the amount
retained by the petitioner shall
be distributed as set forth in
the petition; and why each of
you claiming to be a distributee
of the decedent should not
establish proof of your kinship;
and why the balance of said
funds should not be paid to said
alleged distributees upon proof
of kinship, or deposited with
the Commissioner of Finance
of the City of New York should
said alleged distributees default
herein, or fail to establish proof
of kinship.
Dated, Attested and Sealed
22nd day of March, 2021
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
JAMES LIM BECKER
Clerk of the Surrogate’s Court
GERARD J. SWEENEY, ESQ.
(718) 459-9000
1981 Marcus Avenue,
Suite 200
Lake Success, New York 11042
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
TH E CO U RTH O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Accounting Citation
4/8,15,22&29/2021

Notice of Formation of
Costume Smile Club LLC.
Art. of Org. filed Sec’y of
State (SSNY) 3/24/21. Office
location: Queens Co. SSNY
designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
t o: c /o D y n a m i c D e n t a l
Work LLC, 175-15 Jamaica
Ave, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
4/ 8,15,22,29, 5/6&13/2021

Notice of Formation of JING
LEI HOME LLC. Articles of
Org. filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY)
on 3/30/2021. Office located
in Queens County. SSNY
has been designated for
service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to:
141 0 8 14 T H AV E N U E
WHITESTONE, NY 11357.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021

Big Dog Auto Parts LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/11/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Michael Levine, 2511 41st Ave., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
9 0 0 W YCKOFF AVENUE
INDUSTRIAL LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/11/21.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. Princ. office of LLC:
2818 Steinway St., Ste. 3,
Astoria, NY 11103-3349. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to Corporation
Service Co., 80 State St.,
A lbany, N Y 12 207-25 4 3.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021

Notice of Formation of WELA
VENTURES LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/22/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 21-15 27th
Street, C1, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/8,15,22,29,5/6&13/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
K I N G D O M M OTI VATI O N
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
o n 0 2 / 0 9 / 2 0 2 1. O f f i c e
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
229-19 Merrick Boulevard,
Laurelton, NY 11413-2108.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Win Bridal Expo, LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 3/31/2021.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 149-35
177th St., Ste. 102, Jamaica,
NY 11434. General Purpose.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021
Notice of Formation of
GOLDEN GROUP REALTY,
L LC. A r t s . of O r g. f i l e d
with Secy. of State of NY
(S S N Y ) o n 0 4 / 01/ 2 0 21.
O f f i c e l o c at i o n: Q u e e ns
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
p r o c e s s t o : 8 7- 8 6 2 0 2
Street, Hollis, NY 11423.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/8,15,22,29,5/6&13/2021
Ready Solutions LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/22/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Karen Jackson,
188-42 120th Rd., St. Albans,
NY 11412. General Purpose.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021
Notice of Formation of KLT
VENDING LLC. Arts of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 03/08/2021.
O f f ic e l o c at i o n: Q ue ens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: 612 Beach 64th
Street, Arverne, NY 11692.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC). Name:
El Silencio Roasting Co. LLC.
Articles of Organization filing
date with Secretary of State
(SSNY) was 02/08/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to
El Silencio Roasting Co. LLC,
30-44 83rd St, 2nd Floor, East
Elmhurst, NY 11370. Purpose is
to engage in any lawful purpose.
Latest date upon which LLC is
to dissolve: No specific date.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021
Legal Notice – Anne Marie
Schemitsch
NOTICE OF SALE
SUPREME COURT OF THE
STATE OF
NEW YORK COUNT Y OF
QUEENS
In the matter of MARIS ROSS
GORDON
As Guardian for the Person and
Property of
ANNE MARIE SCHEMITSCH
An incapacitated person
Index No.: 701022/2021
Pursuant to the order of the
Supreme Court.
A sale will oc cur at the
courthouse Part
25G, 88-11 Sutphin Blvd.,
Jamaica,
New York, 11433 at 9:30 AM on
May 4, 2021,
B o r o u g h a n d C o u nt y of
Queens, City and State
of New York, Block: 03844
Lot: 0009,
Link for auction:
www.tinyurl/
QSCPART25MOTIONS
Gordon & Gordon, P.C.
Guardian of A nne Mar ie
Schemitsch
108-18 Queens Blvd., 6th Floor
Forest Hills, NY 11375
718-544-7070
Broker Tom Macaluso
718-894-5000
4/8,15,22&29/2021
Notice of Formation of 1784
Westchester LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY ) on 2 /4/21.
O f f i c e l o c at i o n: Q u e e n s
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon
whom process against
it may be ser ved. SS N Y
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 162- 07 L abur num
Ave, Flushing, NY 11358.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021

Notice of formation of MZM
UNITED LLC. Ar ticles of
Organization Filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 01/13/2021. Office
located in Queens. SSNY has
been designated for service
of process. SSNY Shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC. 163-16 21st
Rd Whitestone, NY 11357.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
3/25,4/1,8,15,22&29/2021
Notice of Formation of GENIUS
CONSULTING LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/02/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 140-21 31st Road,
Apt 5E, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
DOUBLE DIAMOND REALTY
2 LLC. Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 03/11/21.
Office: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 41- 07 162nd
Street, Flushing, NY 11358.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Notice of Formation of Grayson
MDL Member LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 3/17/21. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: c/o Muss Development,
LLC, 118-35 Queens Blvd,
Fo r e st H i l l s, N Y 11375 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Notice of Formation of AYA
K AT O P H O T O G R A P H Y
L.L.C. Ar ts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 01/26/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
44-28 Purves Street, #32F,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021
Notice of Formation of UNIQUE
UNLIMITED LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/8/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 134-19 135th Street,
South Ozone Park, NY 11420.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/1,8,15,22,29&5/6/2021

VA Z TA XI LLC, A r t s. of
Org. filed with the SSNY
on 04/16/2021. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent upon
whom process against the LLC
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The LLC, 20-51
47th Street, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021
LAW OFFICE OF YONGXIAN
YANG PLLC filed with the
SSNY on 3/30/21. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the
PLLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to
the PLLC, 3708 Main Street
Suite 303 Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021
Notice of Formation of MGR
JANITORIAL SERVICES LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
03/05/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 15330 112th
Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11433.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021
Notice of Formation of TWIN
BUILDINGS LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/18/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 6117 220th Street,
Oakland Gardens, NY 11364.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021
Notice of formation of The
Rojano Company LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on January 6 2021 Office
located in Queens county.
SSNY has ben designed for
service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to
5901 Junction Blvd Elmhurst
NY 11373 – P.O. Box 737295.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021
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Congressman Tom Suozzi Opens New
District Office in Queens

After the opening celebration of the new District
Office in Douglaston, Queens NY Congressman Tom
Suozzi and Congressman Greg Meeks took time
to thank NYPD for their assistance at the opening.

Congressman Tom Suozzi (D-Long Island, Queens) held
a ribbon cutting ceremony to celebrate the opening of
his brand-new Queens District Office in Douglaston,
New York. During the celebration, Suozzi was joined by
Congressman Gregory Meeks, Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards, New York State Senator John Liu, New
York State Assemblyman David Weprin, New York State
Assemblyman Clyde Vanel, Tom Grech, President of the
Queens Chamber of Commerce, James C. Lisa, President
of the Italian American PAC as well as representatives from
local businesses and community and civic organizations.
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