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Queens Announces Further  
Extension of “Fuel The Frontlines” 

Initiative to Support Workers

A two-month extension of “Operation 5-Borough Food Drive” of 
Meals Prepared by Small Businesses for Queens’ Nine Hospitals, 
First Responders, MTA Bus Operators. See story on page 7.

Supplemental Security Income Recipients, 
Act Now – Go to IRS.gov – A Message from Social Security 
Commissioner Andrew Saul

Action Needed for People Receiving SSI with 
Dependents and Who Do Not File Tax Returns to Receive 

$500 Per Child Payment

     “Supplemental Security Income (SSI) recipients who don’t file 
tax returns will start receiving their automatic Economic Impact 
Payments directly from the Treasury Department in early May.  
People receiving SSI benefits who did not file 2018 or 2019 taxes, 
and have qualifying children under age 17, however, should not 
wait for their automatic $1,200 individual payment.  They should 
immediately go to the IRS’s webpage at www.irs.gov/coronavi-
rus/non-filers-enter-payment-info-here and visit the Non-Filers: 
Enter Your Information section to provide their information.  SSI 
recipients who have dependent children and did not file 2018 or 
2019 taxes need to act by Tuesday, May 5, in order to receive ad-
ditional payments for their eligible children quickly.  
     By taking this proactive step to enter information on the IRS 
website about them and their qualifying children, they will also 
receive the $500 per dependent child payment in addition to their 
$1,200 individual payment.  If people in this group do not provide 
their information to the IRS soon, their payment at this time will 
be $1,200 only.  They would then be required to file a tax year 
2020 tax return to obtain the additional $500 per eligible child.
     I urge SSI recipients with qualifying children and who do not 
normally file taxes to take action now.  Immediately go to IRS.gov 
so that you will receive the full amount of the Economic Impact 
Payments you and your family are eligible for.
     Lastly, a word of caution.  Be aware of scams related to the 
Economic Impact Payments. There is no fee required to receive 
these payments.  Don’t be fooled.
     Visit the agency’s COVID-19 web page at www.socialsecurity.
gov/coronavirus/ for important information and updates.”

Suozzi, King, Meeks, Zeldin, Rice (Entire LI Delegation) Merge to 
Hold Banks, SBA, Treasury Dept. Accountable to Help “Smaller” 

Small Businesses; Demand Sen. McConnell, Feds. Help NY

At virtual press conference, entire Long Island Delegation stands together in the fight for New York 
and every small business, regardless of size. See story on page 2.

Navy Blue Angels/Air Force Thunderbirds Joint  
Metro Area Flyover

As the Navy Blue Angels and Air Force Thunderbirds joined together to make a Joint Metro Area Flyover 
to thank all the heroes during this pandemic. This photo was taken of the fast moving Navy Blue Angels 
and Air Force Thunderbirds at Hunters Point South Park by the East River in LIC, and the loud noise they 
made was to salute all the front line heroes. Photo by Walter Karling
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     Congressman Tom Suozzi (NY-
03) joined Representatives Peter 
King (NY-02), Gregory Meeks 
(NY-05), Lee Zeldin (NY-01), 
and Kathleen Rice (NY-04) to 
stress the importance of holding 
banks, the Small Business Ad-
ministration, and the Treasury 
Department accountable so that 
they do not only focus on large 
small businesses when approv-
ing loans, but also “small” small 
businesses seeking loans for less 
than $150,000. 
     Data from Small Business 
Administration, shown by Suozzi 
at the press conference (slides 
attached), demonstrates that a 
disproportionate amount of small 
business loans have gone towards 
those seeking more than $150,000, 
indicating that “smaller” small 
businesses may be getting left 
behind. Moreover, the Members 
expressed concern that financial 
institutions are being incentivized 
to prioritize larger loans requested 
by bigger small businesses be-
cause they require larger process-
ing fees. Currently, processing 
fees are based on the balance of 
the financing outstanding at the 
time of final disbursement.
     The Long Island Delegation 
also demanded more federal help 
for New York and Long Island in 
the fight against the current CO-
VID-19 pandemic, especially con-
sidering Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell’s recent com-
ments that hard hit state govern-
ments should file for bankruptcy 
instead of receiving more help 
from the federal government.  
     “Now that the federal govern-
ment has done its job to increase 
the funding available for small 
business loans, the banks and 
the Treasury Department must 
understand that we will be watch-
ing to ensure they take care of the 
little guys,” said Rep. Tom Suozzi, 
who represents three of the five 
hardest-hit counties in America. 
“I want to thank each of my col-
leagues on Long Island for joining 
me in this fight, and for standing 
in solidarity in the fight for New 
York in the face of Mitch McCo-
nnell’s wrongheaded comments. 

Our constituents have been hit 
harder than anywhere else in the 
country and we will continue to 
fight for our hospitals, our heroes 
working in essential government 
jobs, our residents and small busi-
nesses.” 
     “Every effort must be made by 
lenders -particularly bigger banks- 
and the Administration to ensure 
that funds are awarded to small 
businesses which are the back-
bone of Long Island,” said Rep. 
Peter King. “In the next round of 
legislation there has to be funding 
for state and local governments. 
Mitch McConnell cannot have 
one-man veto power over New 
York and Long Island!”
     “Small businesses are in desper-
ate need of assistance, and while 
PPP will help them make ends 
meet until we come through on 
the other side of this crisis, they’ve 
competed with major corporations 
better positioned to apply for re-
lief. In strengthening and replen-
ishing PPP, we’ve partly addressed 
this by allocating a set-aside for 
small community banks,” said 
Rep. Gregory W. Meeks. “Com-
munity Development Financial 
Institutions (CDFIs) and Minority 
Depository Institutions (MDIs). 
This will help small businesses 
that don’t have relationships at the 
largest banks apply for the pro-
gram. However, there is far more 
that needs to be done. Moreover, 
New York is clearly the epicen-
ter of this crisis, and there is no 
question that Congress must act 
immediately to provide aid for 
localities.”
     “Whether it’s providing hot-
spots PPE, expanding testing, 
supporting small businesses or 
providing additional federal fund-
ing to hard-hit areas, every level 
of government’s response to the 
coronavirus has continued to 
be non-partisan. Now is not the 
time to waver. We are all in this 
together and that includes doing 
everything in our power to support 
our small businesses, hospitals, 
state and local governments, and 
others impacted especially hard by 
coronavirus,” said Rep. Lee Zeld-
in. “Our nation’s small businesses 
employ nearly 50% of our nation’s 
workforce, and the vital funding 

that has been their lifeline while 
our Main Streets are shuttered 
should have never been allowed 
to lapse. Thankfully, Congress has 
gotten its act together to replen-
ish these critical funds, and, as 
they’re dispersed, we must ensure 
they’re going to the hardworking 
Americans who truly need it, not 
a company flush with cash or an 
individual comfortably sitting on 
massive wealth.”
     “No matter what Mitch McCon-
nell or anyone else says – we will 
make certain Congress provides 
New York and Long Island with 
every penny of federal aid we need 
to overcome this crisis,” said Rep. 
Kathleen Rice. “I’m proud to be 
working alongside my colleagues 
in the Long Island Delegation to 
get this virus under control and 
ensure our constituents are taken 
care of.” 
     New York is currently the epi-
center of pandemic and deserves 
special attention as a part of the 
federal response. Three counties 
represented by the Members, 
Queens, Suffolk, and Nassau, 
rank top 5 in the nation in con-
firmed cases. New York State has 
more than 30% of the cases and 
the deaths related to COVID-19. 
However, In the first $30 billion 
distributed to hospitals, the Ad-
ministration only gave New York 
hospitals 6% of the funds despite 
our disproportionate number of 
cases.
     The New York Delegation, 
including all five Members from 
today’s press conference, has 
already sent several letters to the 
Administration and Congressional 
Leaders asking that the New York 
State Government, New York 
State hospitals, and New York 
State local governments receive 
special attention as part of the 
federal response to coronavirus. 
Suozzi and King have led several 
of these letters, including two to 
the Administration asking for 
hospital aid to be based on the rate 
of infection and not data unrelated 
to the pandemic, and another with 
the entire New York and New Jer-
sey Delegations asking Congres-
sional Leaders for a special fund 
that should be distributed to states 
based on the rate of infection.

Suozzi Fights for New York; Slams McConnell on House 
Floor Ahead of Vote on Interim COVID-19 Funding Bill

     Congressman Tom Suozzi 
(D-Long Island, Queens) traveled 
down to Washington, DC to ensure 
passage of the Paycheck Protection 
Program Increase and Health Care 
Enhancement Act. Ahead of the 
vote, Suozzi spoke on the House 
floor in support of this critical 
legislation, while acknowledging 
that more needs to be done in the 
future to aid New York State and 
provide support for smaller small 
businesses looking for less than 
$100,000 in loans. 
     Suozzi also slammed Senate 
Leader Mitch McConnell for his 
comments that states like New 
York should declare bankruptcy 
rather than receive federal aid. 

Suozzi also Warns Mnuchin that 
Treasury must look out for the 
“little guy”

(Continued on page 6.

Suozzi, King, Meeks, Zeldin, Rice (Entire LI Delegation) Merge to 
Hold Banks, SBA, Treasury Dept. Accountable to Help “Smaller” 

Small Businesses; Demand Sen. McConnell, Feds. Help NY

While introducing Suozzi, House 
Ways and Means Chairman Rich-
ard Neal called him a “champion 

for all things New York.” 
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.

(Continued on page 5)

To read GIA online

Call 718-592-2196

Servicing: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
Long Island, Florida, California, Boston, Switzerland and Italy

Visit www.giamondo.com

Ita l i a n  Ame r i c a n  J o u r na l

GIA

     Acting Queens Borough Presi-
dent Sharon Lee stated the follow-
ing in response to questions about 
the cancellation of the June 23, 
2020 Special Election for Queens 
Borough President:

 
     “This is an extraordinary time. 
The Borough President’s Office, 
however, remains open, operation-
al and fully committed to serving 
the constituents of Queens,” said 
Borough President LEE. “I made 
a commitment to represent and 
serve the people and families of 
Queens, to the best of my abil-
ity and for as long as necessary, 
and this commitment still stands. 
More importantly, we must not al-
low the virus to silence our voices 
and render us invisible. Whether 
via absentee ballot or at the polls, 
I urge all voters in Queens to vote 
in the June and November elec-
tions like our lives and our futures 
depend on it, because they do.”

BP LEE ON CANCELLATION OF 
JUNE 23 SPECIAL ELECTION

New York City Council and Mayor de Blasio Announce 
Plans to Implement up to 100 Miles of Safe Streets

     As the weather gets warmer and 
New York City’s fight against CO-
VID-19 stretches into the summer, 
Speaker Corey Johnson and Mayor 
Bill de Blasio have announced 
plans to implement at least 40 
miles of street closures, sidewalk 
widening, and additional bike 
lanes over the next month – with 
a goal of implementing 100 miles, 
focusing on communities hardest 
hit by the pandemic. 
     The open streets will be sourced 
from five broad categories: up to 
60 miles of streets within and ad-
jacent to parks; up to 20 miles of 
streets identified in consultation 
with local precincts, in consulta-
tion with Community Boards and 
other partners; up to 10 miles of 
streets managed by local partners 
such as BIDs, block associations, 
or other civic groups; up to 2.5 
miles of widened sidewalks; and 
up to 10 miles of protected bike 
lanes.
     “This summer is going to look 
different from any other in our 
city’s history – and we’re ready 

to give New Yorkers more ways 
to leave home while staying safe 
from COVID-19,” said Mayor de 
Blasio. “I’m proud to work with 
Speaker Johnson, the Department 
of Transportation, and the NYPD 
to find creative solutions that sup-
port our broader goals of ending 
this pandemic and rebuilding a 
fairer city.”
     “The Council is thrilled our 
calls for open streets have been 
answered and looks forward to 
working with the administration to 
give New Yorkers the space they 
need to socially distance properly. 
As the weather gets nicer and this 
unprecedented crisis stretches on 
longer, we need to do everything 
in our power to keep our neighbors 
safe and healthy. This announce-
ment is a great starting point for 
the ongoing conversation about 
how we share our public spaces 
during this pandemic and in a post-
coronavirus future,” said Speaker 
Corey Johnson. 
     “I want to thank Mayor de 
Blasio, DOT, and the NYPD for 

working with Speaker Johnson 
and I after our Friday hearing on 
an open streets plan that we can hit 
the ground running with this week. 
This initial span of 40 miles of 
open streets and the 100 eventual 
miles that will be created will pro-
vide the space for essential workers 
to pursue safer commuting op-
tions, provide outdoor opportuni-
ties for vulnerable New Yorkers, 
and give families the chance to 
play beyond the four walls of their 
home. This is just a first step, and 
once successfully implemented I 
look forward to working further 
with the Mayor’s Office on open 
streets and other social distancing 
measures we can undertake to 
protect all communities and help 
keep COVID-19 rates low,” said 
Councilwoman Carlina Rivera.
     Open streets will only be in 
effect for the duration of “NY 
PAUSE,” with the exception of 
bike lanes. Conversations with 
communities and local stakehold-
ers will take place in the coming 
weeks.

“Summer Youth Employment Could 
Meet The Moment We’re in”

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens), 
has recently sent a letter to New 
York City Mayor Bill de Blasio 
urging him to modernize and 
reform the Summer Youth Em-
ployment Program (SYEP) for the 
2020 season.
     “This program should be treated 
as an essential program in the city 
budget,” Assemblywoman Stacey 
Pheffer Amato said. “We should 
not penalize students who are 
trying to gain life skills, develop 
as professionals, and put a little 
money in their pockets. Instead 
of cutting this program, we should 

be modernizing it to meet the 
moment that we’re in. There are 
businesses in this city still oper-
ating, and could employ workers 
that are subsidized by the city and 
state government now more than 
ever. If regular employees are able 
to work from home and remotely, 
we should allow SYEP students 
to as well.”
     75,000 students in New York 
City are enrolled in the Summer 
Youth Employment Program. The 
program still has approximately 
$22 million in state funding allo-
cated towards it, passed as a part 
of the New York State budget.

Amid Ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic, Governor Cuomo 
Outlines Phased Plan to Re-open New York Starting 

With Construction and Manufacturing
     Plan Will Be Implemented in 
Phases and Based on Regional 
Analysis and Determinations
     State Will Closely Monitor Hos-
pitalization Rate and Public Health 
Impact During Each Phase of Re-
Opening and Will Adjust Plan and 
Make Other Decisions Based on 
Those Indicators
     Confirms 5,902 Additional 
Coronavirus Cases in New York 
State - Bringing Statewide Total to 
288,045; New Cases in 48 Counties
Amid the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic, Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo today outlined a phased 
plan to re-open New York and 
re-imagine a new normal for the 
state starting with construction 
and manufacturing. The plan will 
be implemented in phases and will 
be based on regional analysis and 
determinations. Based on CDC 
recommendations, once a region 
experiences a 14-day decline in the 
hospitalization rate they may begin 
a phased re-opening. The State is 
closely monitoring the hospitaliza-
tion rate, the infection rate and the 
number of positive antibody tests, 
as well as the overall public health 
impact, and will make adjustments 
to the plan and other decisions 
based on these indicators.
     Phase one will include opening 
construction and manufacturing 
functions with low risk.
     Phase two will open certain in-

dustries based on priority and risk 
level. Businesses considered “more 
essential” with inherent low risks 
of infection in the workplace and 
to customers will be prioritized, 
followed by other businesses con-
sidered “less essential” or those 
that present a higher risk of infec-
tion spread. As the infection rate 
declines, the pace of reopening 
businesses will be increased.
     The region must not open at-
tractions or businesses that would 
draw a large number of visitors 
from outside the local area.
     There will be two weeks in 
between each phase to monitor 
the effects of the re-opening and 
ensure hospitalization and infec-
tion rates are not increasing.
     This plan will be implemented 
with multi-state coordination, es-
pecially in downstate New York. 
The plan will also coordinate the 
opening of transportation systems, 
parks, schools, beaches and busi-
nesses with special attention on 
summer activities for downstate, 
public housing and low-income 
communities, food banks and 
child care.
     The phased re-opening will also 
be based on individual business 
and industry plans that include 
new measures to protect employees 
and consumers, make the physical 
work space safer and implement 
processes that lower risk of infec-

tion in the business. The state is 
consulting with local leaders in 
each region and industry to formu-
late these plans. 
Every business leader understands 
that we can’t just re-open and go 
back to where we were and what 
we were doing before - we have 
to move forward in light of the 
circumstances that have developed.
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 
     “We’ve been talking about re-
opening the state and re-imagining 
a new New York, and to do that 
we’re going to have to make gov-
ernmental decisions in partnership 
with business decisions,” Governor 
Cuomo said. “Every business 
leader understands that we can’t 
just re-open and go back to where 
we were and what we were doing 
before - we have to move forward 
in light of the circumstances that 
have developed. So we are going 
to re-open the economy in phases, 
based on regional and specific 
industry determinations and CDC 
guidelines, and in the midst of 
all this continuing to monitor the 
public health impact because all 
that progress we made by flatten-
ing that curve we could lose in a 
matter of days if we’re not careful.”
     Finally, the Governor confirmed 
5,902 additional cases of novel 
coronavirus, bringing the state-
wide total to 288,045 confirmed 
cases in New York State.

Meng & Suozzi Lead NY Delegation Members in Calling For 
Co-Ops & Condos to Be Eligible For Coronavirus Relief Funds
Lawmakers send letter to Trea-
sury Secretary and head of SBA; 
Co-ops and condos critical to 
Queens and NYC

     U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) and Tom Suozzi (D-
Queens/L.I.) led members of the 
New York congressional delega-
tion in calling for co-ops and con-
dos to be eligible for loans under 
the federal Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP).  

     In a letter to Treasury Secre-
tary Steven Mnuchin and Small 
Business Administration (SBA) 
Administrator Jovita Carranza, 
the lawmakers called for immedi-
ate reconsideration of the decision 
to exclude co-ops and condos from 
PPP loans. 
     “Co-ops and condos are a criti-
cal part of Queens and New York 
City, serving as homes for so many 
residents throughout our borough 
and city,” said Meng. “They are 

integral parts of our communities, 
and like many other entities are 
being impacted by the COVID-19 
pandemic. They deserve relief and 
we urge the Treasury Secretary 
and SBA Administrator to make it 
happen so that co-ops and condos 
are not forced to endure further 
financial burdens as a result of 
this crisis.”
     “Residential housing coop-
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(Continued on page 9)

     The Queens Symphony Or-
chestra has postponed upcoming 
concerts until further notice, but 
the borough’s oldest professional 
arts organization is still looking 
to share beautiful music.
     Music Director Martin Majkut 
has launched a new series, “What 
Goes through the Conductor’s 
Head,” which is available on You-
tube on an ongoing basis.
     Looking at selections that 
QSO planned to perform during 
concerts scheduled for this season, 
Maestro Majkut offers insight into 
the conducting process. So far, he 
has created two episodes.
     This first one is about Antonin 
Dvořák “Symphony No. 8, Second 
Movement.”
     Written over a few months in 
1889 to celebrate the Czech com-
poser’s election to the Bohemian 
Academy of Science, Literature 
and Arts, this four-movement, 
cheerful symphony is heavy 
on flute and oboes. The second 
movement begins with a beautiful 

Queens Symphony Orchestra Looks 
Inside a Conductor’s Head

clarinet duo. It’s marked “Adagio,” 
which indicates that it’s to be 
played slowly, but it moves fast.
     The second one focuses on 
British composer Gustav Holst’s 
“Mars, the Bringer of War.”
     Angry and threatening, this 
early 20th century work repre-
sents the Roman War God Mars 
with rough, jagged rhythms and a 
pulsing drum beat. It opens “The 
Planets,” a seven-movement suite 
in which each phase is inspired 
by a different major planet in the 
solar system.
     More episodes will be available 
as they are produced. (QSO still 
hopes to offer its annual Summer 
Concert Series.)
     Maestro Majkut has directed 
QSO since 2017. The Slovakia 
native came to the United States 
as a Fulbright scholar in 2003 
and earned a his second doctorate 
from the University of Arizona 
in 2008. In 2016, he was named 
Emerging Artist by the League of 
American Orchestras.

     First the bad news: COVID 
continues. Now the good news: 
Queens continues, too! Here’s a 
list of online options that local 
agencies are offering from May 
1 to May 8. Film, concerts, com-
edy, yoga, even college prep. The 
borough has just begun to fight.
     May 1, The Infiltrators, May 
14. This documentary follows 
immigrants who are detained by 
Border Patrol and thrown into a 
for-profit detention center. It’s 
on the Museum of the Moving 
Image website (movingimage.us) 
for two weeks with a live event 
featuring Marco Saveedra, who 
is in the film, on Thursday, May 
7, at 8:35 p.m.
     May 1, Queens Storytellers 7:30 
pm. Queens Theatre streams sto-
ries from writers and performers 
whose work has been featured on 
The Moth, Comedy Central, The 
Public Theater, and other stages 
across the nation. Each show 
(queenstheatre.org) provides the 
opportunity for viewers to spin 
their own five-minute yarns.
     May 1, Watch Parties, May 8. 
Flushing Town Hall shares old 
concerts on Tuesdays and Fridays 
at 7 pm. Master drummers Hyun 
Seunghun, Kim Sora, and Kim Ji 
Hye play Korean percussion with 
fiddler Park Soo Ah on May 1. 
The Gustavo Casenave Quartet 
(flushingtownhall.org) does South 
American Jazz on May 8.
     May 1, The Future Is Now!, 2 
pm. The People’s Theater Project 
Company offers this multilingual 
show about the Census (peoples-
theatreproject.org).
     May 1, Artifacts of the Adri-
ance Farmhouse, 4 pm. Queens 
County Farm Museum uses Face-
book, Instagram, and Twitter to 
promote #BarnCam, which offers 
daily glimpses of the urban farm 
(queensfarm.org). The Adriance 
family lived in an on-site farm-
house from 1697 to 1808. A Nature 
Scavenger Hunt is on May 2. Ver-
micomposting is on May 3.

     May 6, Dismantling Democra-
cy, noon. University of California 
Santa Barbara Professor of Sociol-
ogy, Political Science, and Femi-
nist Studies Kevin Anderson and 
New School of Social Research 
Chair of Politics Jessica Pisano 
discuss democracy and how it can 
erode on The Harriet and Kenneth 
Kupferberg Holocaust Center’s 
website (khc.qcc.cuny.edu).
     May 7, Back in the Closet with 
Monstah Black, 7 pm. Jamaica 
Center for Arts & Learning’s 
gender-bending artist-in-residence 
Monstah Black (jcal.org) does the 
final episode of his Back in the 
Closet series on JCAL’s Facebook 
page.
     May 8, With Gratitude, 8 pm. 
Composer and multi-instrumen-
talist Bria Monét, a Queens na-
tive, weaves soundcapes with an 

electric guitar and sings stories 
as part of the Jamaica Center for 
Arts & Learning’s new Fridays 
Nights @JAC incubator series 
(jcal.org).
     May 8, Building Resilience 
for Success in College, 3 pm. The 
New York Hall of Science pro-
vides workshops and take-home 
resources to assist high schoolers 
in the college-application pro-
cess. Space is limited, so RSVP 
(nysci.org).
     Ongoing bonus activity: Joy 
Chen of Cosmic Fit Club (cosmic-
fitclub.com) live-streams yoga 
classes every Saturday from 11 
am to noon on Instagram live and 
every Monday from 7:30 pm to 
8:30 pm on Facebook live. Both 
platforms are free, but donations 
are accepted via joy@cosmicfit-
club.com.

Rep. Grace Meng Introduces Legislation Requiring Federal Government Agencies to Translate 
Coronavirus Materials Into Multiple Languages

Friday, May 1 at 7:30 PM - 
FREE!

     NEW SERIES! Hosted by  
David Lawson, Queens Storytell-
ers Online features stories from 
writers and performers whose 
work has been featured on The 
Moth, Comedy Central, The 
Public Theatre, and stages and 
screens all around New York City 
and across the nation. Each show 
will feature an open-mic section, 
offering an opportunity for you to 
tell your own five minute story.
     This week’s guest storytell-
ers are Marc Abbott (The Moth 
GrandSLAM Winner), Anita 
Flores (Buzzfeed), Carl Banks 
(The Moth Radio Hour), and 
Rebecca Seidel (Webby Award 

Queens Storytellers Online

Nominee).
     Sign up to join the Zoom 
audience https://queenstheatre.se-
cure.force.com/ticket/#/instances/
a0F2E00000rgDh2UAE or tune 
in to the live simulcast on our 
Facebook page!

Congresswoman’s bill would 
remove barriers that ethnic and 
non-English speaking commu-
nities in Queens and across the 
country face in accessing critical 
COVID-19 information
 
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY) 
today announced the introduction 
of legislation that would require 
all federal government agencies to 
translate into multiple languages 
all written COVID-19-related 
materials that are produced for 
the public. 
     The COVID-19 Language 
Access Act would apply to any 
federal agency that receives coro-
navirus-related funding. It would 
mandate agencies to provide 
written resources in 19 languages 
including: Spanish, Arabic, Cam-
bodian, Chinese, Haitian Creole, 
French, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, 
Korean, Laotian, Russian, Taga-
log, Urdu, Vietnamese, Greek, 
Polish, Thai, and Portuguese. 
     “Since the beginning of this 

pandemic, I have worked to help 
translate materials released by the 
Trump administration and federal 
agencies in order for the many di-
verse communities in my district 
to obtain the critical information 
they need about COVID-19,” said 
Congresswoman Meng. “But it 
must be the job of our federal agen-
cies translate their own resources 
so that all ethnic and non-English 
speaking communities in Queens 
and throughout the country can 
receive the materials they require. 
It is unacceptable that federal agen-
cies have not provided all these 
translations, but the passage of my 
bill would ensure that they finally 
do. Language barriers must never 
prevent anybody from accessing 
vital and potentially life-saving 
information. Nobody should ever 
be left in the dark about the corona-
virus, and providing these transla-
tions would be critical in our fight 
to combat the illness.”
     The languages selected for trans-
lations in the legislation are based 

on languages required in the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s (FEMA) Language 
Access Plan for Disaster As-
sistance. The plan, released on 
October 1, 2016, seeks to address 
the language needs of diverse 
populations.
     Meng noted that the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) does provide language ac-
cessibility telephone services in 
16 languages and some COVID-
19-related material in up to 14 
languages. Additionally, the 
recently enacted CARES Act 
that Meng supported requires 
the Small Business Administra-
tion (SBA) to provide resources 
in 10 languages. But the Con-
gresswoman emphasized the 
need for all agencies to provide 
coronavirus-related resources in 
as many languages as possible, 
and as quickly as possible. A 
study revealed that 25.9 million 
individuals in the United States 
were Limited English Proficient 

(LEP) in 2015.
     “All Americans, includ-
ing the 25 million Americans 
who have limited English pro-
ficiency, desperately need and 
absolutely deserve timely and 
accurate information during this 
global pandemic,” said Juliet K. 
Choi, Executive Vice President 
at the Asian and Pacific Islander 
American Health Forum and the 
former Chief of Staff at the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Office for Civil Rights. 
“If this section of our population 
does not have access to public 
health information in their pri-
mary language, and if front line 
workers are not equipped with 
the language resources they need 
in serving the public, we cannot 
expect our national response to 
succeed. Our government must 
respect each person’s right to par-
ticipate in the health and economic 
recovery effort. I applaud Con-
gresswoman Meng for introducing 
the COVID–19 Language Access 

Act, which would ensure language 
is not a barrier to receiving con-
sequential information about this 
public health crisis.” 
     “Covid-19 is putting all com-
munities at risk – but some face 
additional challenges getting the 
information needed to make ap-
propriate health decisions. Lan-
guage divides are already putting 
non-English speakers at greater 
risk,” said Frankie Miranda, Presi-
dent of the Hispanic Federation. 
“Sporadic translation of some 
health and other information into a 
few languages other than English 
is inadequate in a country where 
over 60 million people - almost 
1 in 5 - have limited English 
proficiency. Health literacy, and 
knowing where and how to seek 
care and other assistance, becomes 
especially important for individu-
als and the communities they live 
in during a national health crisis. 
This is not the time for the federal 

IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
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For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 4/30/20 - 5/6/20

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Take precautions while driving , 
you don’t have to get anywhere 
that fast. Don’t take offense at 
comments made by coworkers. 
Your lucky numbers are 5,9,2.

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Don’t be too eager to dismiss 
someone who works under you. 
Plan your day thoughtfully, but 
try not to rely on others. Your 
lucky numbers are 2,9,3.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Don’t let an incident at work play 
on your mind. You need to take a 
good look at all sides of an issue 
before making a decision. Your 
lucky numbers are 1,9,5.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
You should get out and meet 
new people this week. Travel 
for business or pleasure will be 
enlightening. Hidden matters 
are likely to surface. Your lucky 
numbers are 8,3,2.

LEO 
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
You need to keep the peace and 
you will have to bend in order 
to do so. Get involved in fitness 
programs that will make you 
feel better. Your lucky numbers 
are 7,3,2.

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Join intellectual or cultural 
groups, you should meet people 
that will stimulate you. Real 
estate investments could be 
prosperous. Your lucky numbers 
are 6,3,1.

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Seminars will provide you with 
knowledge and amusement. You 
will attract new friendships. 
Watch your investments. Your 
lucky numbers are 6,3,9.

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You can make money if you put 
your mind to it. You will need 
to work diligently in order to 
accomplish even the smallest 
amount. Your lucky numbers 
are 1,8,9.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You may be offered opportuni-
ties that will result in a higher 
earning potential. You can make 
financial gains through invest-
ments. Your lucky numbers are 
5,3,2.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Your best effor ts will come 
through hard work. Business 
trips should be possible money 
makers use good judgment. 
Your lucky numbers are 1,8,9.

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Use a diplomatic approach to 
get co-workers to help you. 
You can gain valuable cultural 
knowledge through dealing with 
foreigners. Your lucky numbers 
are 3,9,7.

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You will have to check your 
cash f low before you decide to 
indulge in entertainment that 
may be beyond your budget. 
Your lucky numbers are 2,8,9.

TRY AND FIND

Sm ith
Joh ns on
Wi l l i ams
Jone s
Brow n

Dav i s
M i l l er
Wi l s on
Mo ore
Tay lor

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Small units of measure
6. It masks an expletive
11. Creepy
12. Futile
15. Meager
16. Close
17. Sick
18. Apart
20. Bird call
21. Nonclerical
23. Blend
24. Tibia
25. Ricelike pasta
26. Fired a weapon
27. Pitcher
28. Clairvoyant
29. Snake-like fish
30. Amount of hair
31. Hence
34. Song of praise
36. Beam
37. Taps
41. Unrestrained revelry
42. Automobiles
43. Beige
44. Existence
45. Barbed comments
46. 500 sheets
47. Consumed food
48. An ice sport popular in Scotland
51. Pair
52. Dotage
54. Archives
56. Malign
57. Not glossy
58. Tag
59. Aromatic solvent

DOWN
1. Proclaim one’s support
2. Be fully aware
3. Arrive (abbrev.)
4. Flexible mineral
5. Views
6. Brigand
7. About a US quart
8. Arab chieftain
9. Shade tree
10. Downy juicy fruit (plural)
13. Steps
14. Stitched
15. Grain storage buildings
16. Unacceptably
19. Doorkeeper
22. Procession
24. Cleaning device
26. Observed
27. Mistake
30. Playthings
32. Fodder
33. The language of Persia
34. Type of wall art
35. Armory
38. Film material
39. A type of fishing boat
40. Japanese wrestlers
42. Syndicate
44. Where the sun rises
45. Liquid from fruit
48. Association
49. What a person is called
50. Annoying insect
53. Actress Lupino
55. Greatest possible

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

COM MON LAST NA M ES

A nder s on
T homa s
Jack s on
W h it e
Har r i s

Mar t i n
T homp s on
Garc i a
Mar t i ne z
Robi ns on

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Crossword/Sudoku online.. 
Visit www.queenstimes.com

Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

I Read the
Queens Times

eratives and condominium as-
sociations must become eligible 
for Paycheck Protection Program 
loans under the CARES Act to 
ensure their financial stability 
throughout the COVID-19,” said 
Suozzi. “I will continue to urge 
the Federal Government to de-
liver more help to communities 
hit hardest by the pandemic like 
those in Queens and throughout 
all of New York.”
     The PPP provides coronavirus 
relief funds through guaranteed 
loans to small businesses, and the 
loans are forgiven if certain condi-
tions are met. The initiative, which 
is administered by the Small Busi-
ness Administration, was created 
under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security (CARES) 
Act, the third coronavirus relief 
bill passed by Congress and en-
acted into law last month.

Meng & Suozzi 
Lead NY  

Delegation . . .
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Suozzi Fights for New York; Slams  
McConnell on House Floor Ahead of 

Vote on Interim COVID-19 Funding Bill

QUEENSBOUND Launches a Dedicated Website to 
Showcase the Beauty and Resilience of Queens

QUEENSBOUND Photo by DawnSiff 

Poetry Project Offers An Audio 
Tour of the Borough During 
National Poetry Month

     The borough of Queens has been 
called the “epicenter of the epicen-
ter” of the Coronavirus pandemic 
in the U.S. The borough has been 
devastated by COVID-19, but as an 
offering to Queens and its people, 
we present the 2020 installment 
of QUEENSBOUND. Founded in 
2018, this poetry project collects 
poems about the borough—from 
Long Island City to Jamaica—and 
embeds the recordings at station 
stops on a Queens subway map. 
     In honor of National Poetry 
Month, we’re launching a dynamic 
website, featuring all 33 poems 
from our 2018 and 2020 editions: 
www.queensbound.com. Website 
developer Lexi Namer created the 
dedicated site for the project using 
a map designed by Kyle Richard. 
     Listen to these voices and cel-
ebrate the strength, beauty, and 
resilience of Queens: SoundCloud 
Playlist of all 2020 QUEENS-
BOUND audio files 
Sample Poems from 2020 Con-
tributors:
Nana Ekua Brew-Hammond’s 
“Packed” 

Kimiko Hahn’s “Ode to the F” 
MA Dennis’s “ATCQ (A Tribe 
Called Queens)”
Nadia Q. Ahmad’s “Stretching 
Strength”
     To expand the project, 2018 
contributors and editorial board 
members Abeer Y. Hoque, Jared 
Harél, Joseph O. Legaspi, and 
founder KC Trommer invited 
new voices from throughout 
Queens. The 2020 contributors 
include emerging and esteemed 
poets: Nadia Q. Ahmad, Amy M. 

Alvarez, Pichchenda Bao, Ryan 
Black, Nana Brew-Hammond, 
Francisco Delgado, M.A. Den-
nis, Ariel Francisco, Ellen Hagan, 
Kimiko Hahn, Robert Ostrom, 
Bushra Rehman, Sahar Romani, 
Jackie Sherbow, Mariahedessa 
Ekere Tallie, and Sweta Srivastava 
Vikram. Peabody Award-winning 
audio producer and editor Ann 
Heppermann recorded and edited 
the audio for the 2020 contribu-
tors in her home studio in Jackson 
Heights.

Governor Andrew Cuomo Cancels Special Election for 
Queens Borough President

     Governor Andrew Cuomo has 
canceled the special election for 
Queens Borough President by 
executive order, it was scheduled 
to take place on June 23. The elec-
tion was to replace Melinda Katz, 
who stepped down on Jan. 1 to 
become Queens District Attorney. 
The winner of the special election 
was expected to serve through to 
Dec. 31, 2020. 
     The special election was origi-
nally set for March 24 but Cuomo 
postponed it to June 23 following 
the outbreak of COVID-19. The 
cancellation of the race will now 
see Acting Queens Borough Presi-
dent Sharon Lee hold the position 
for the remainder of 2020.
     The candidates vying for the 
borough president job will now 
compete to serve as borough presi-
dent for a 12-month term in 2021. 
A primary will be held on June 23 
to determine the party candidates 
who will run for the position in the 
general election on Nov. 3. 
     The current candidates running 
for Queens BP are Councilman 
Costa Constantinides, former 
Councilwoman Elizabeth Crow-
ley, retired NYPD officer An-
thony Miranda, former Assistant 
District Attorney James Quinn, 
Councilman Donovan Richards, 
and businessman Dao Yin.
     The move sorts out some con-

fusion surrounding the primary 
and the special election which 
were both scheduled to occur 
on June 23 based on a previous 
Cuomo order. The executive order 
is bad news for former Queens 
prosecutor Jim Quinn, who only 
petitioned to run in the special 
election. 
     The executive order “disenfran-
chises Republicans, Conservatives 
and independents” who will be 
shut out of the primary,” he said. 
     Cuomo also announced Friday 
the cancellation of the state As-
sembly and state Senate special 
elections that were also scheduled 
for June 23. This includes the 
special election for the Queens 
Assembly District 31 seat in south-
east Queens.
     “The state assembly and state 

senate special elections, which 
are otherwise scheduled to be 
held on June 23, 2020 are hereby 
cancelled and such offices shall 
be filled at the general election,” 
Cuomo’s executive order reads. 
“The special election to be held 
for the office of Queens Borough 
President is hereby cancelled, and 
such office shall be filled at the 
general election.”
     Lee issued a statement fol-
lowing Cuomo’s executive order 
noting her commitment to serve 
as borough president through to 
the end of 2020.
     “I made a commitment to rep-
resent and serve the people and 
families of Queens to the best of 
my ability and for as long as it is 
necessary and this commitment 
still stands.”

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) announced today that 
New York State officials brought 
a COVID-19 antibody testing site 
to Flushing, Queens on Friday and 
Saturday. 
     The site conducted nearly 200 
random tests of local residents 
each day (179 tests on Friday and 
183 tests on Saturday). The state 
health department performed the 

Meng: Coronavirus Antibody Testing Conducted in Queens
testing throughout the morning 
and afternoon.
     The tests consisted of fingerstick 
blood samples being taken from 
participants, and these samples 
being tested for the antibodies.
     “This antibody testing is 
an important tool in our fight 
against COVID-19,” said Meng. 
“It is critical to know how many 
New Yorkers have been infected 

with the virus in order to help 
with reopening our state. I thank 
Governor Cuomo for launching 
this testing initiative, and for his 
continued leadership during the 
COVID-19 crisis.”
     The testing in Queens was 
part of the plan that the governor 
recently announced to randomly 
test New Yorkers for coronavirus 
antibodies.  

A transcript for Suozzi’s speech 
is below.
     Mr. Speaker, I support this 
legislation.
     I am concerned, however, that 
the banks have focused on the 
“big” small businesses and have 
ignored the “small”er small busi-
nesses seeking $100,000 or less.
     I am asking my colleagues to 
send a clear message to the banks 
and to Secretary Mnuchin – “we 
will be watching.” “We need you 
to fight for the little guys.”
     There are a lot of good things in 
this Bill including something we 
in NY have pushed for – money 
for hospitals based upon “rate of 
infection,” but we need more.
     My 3 counties are in the top 5 
in the nation in confirmed cases. 

New York has over 30% of the 
cases and deaths. 
     Yet previously, this Administra-
tion gave New York hospitals less 
money than Texas which has only 
3% of the cases. How does that 
make sense?
     Now Sen. McConnell is say-
ing let’s bankrupt our hardest-hit 
states and local governments. Mr. 
Speaker, my state subsidizes Sena-
tor McConnell’s state and has for 
decades. The Grim Reaper is tell-
ing my state and others to “drop 
dead.” Well, I have a message for 
you, we will fight you.
     Most  Democrat s  and  
Republicans have put aside ideo-
logical differences for the common 
good. I will continue to fight for 
New York, for my district, and for 
the little guy. Thank you, and I 
yield back.
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     Acting Queens Borough Presi-
dent Sharon Lee today announced 
a second extension and expansion 
of “Fuel the Frontlines,” the joint 
initiative in partnership with the 
Queens Economic Development 
Corporation (QEDC) and the 
Queens Night Market to provide 
thousands of freshly-prepared, 
individually-packaged and ready-
to-go meals to hospital workers, 
EMS workers and now MTA bus 
operators on the frontlines battling 
the COVID-19 pandemic.
     Originally a one-week initia-
tive funded by Borough President 
Lee to support a dozen local 
small food service businesses 
and workers across Queens’ nine 
hospitals, “Fuel the Frontlines” 
has now extended cumulatively 
to two months and expanded to 
serve first responders and MTA 
workers, while partnering with an 
additional dozen small businesses.  
See the full distribution list of the 
over 8,000 “Fuel the Frontlines” 
meals prepared and delivered thus 
far to frontline workers in the past 
four weeks, updated daily: www.
queensbp.org/fuel-the-frontlines.
     The additional extension pulls 
“Fuel the Frontlines” through Fri-
day, May 22 and expands the meal 
deliveries to hundreds of MTA 
workers across five Queens bus 
depots. The extensions have been 
made possible due to generous 
contributions ranging from $5 to 
$40,000 from numerous individual 
and corporate donors, including 
from Resorts World Casino in 
South Ozone Park — bringing the 
total amount of funds raised to 
more than $88,000 since the launch 
of the initiative on March 29.
     “Queens is deeply grateful to 
all the partners who have made this 
two-month extension possible in 
support of small business, frontline 
and essential workers here in the 
Borough of Families, the epicenter 
of the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Borough President LEE. “It’s a 
hyper-local, collaborative effort to 
stem the tide and bend the curves 
of this unprecedented public health 
and economic crisis. This virus 
has left very few unscathed, and 

every effort counts in this race 
against time.”
     “On behalf of Resorts World 
Casino New York City, I want to 
thank the doctors, nurses, EMTs, 
paramedics, hospital staff and all 
of the frontline responders for 
their heroism and the sacrifices 
they are making for our commu-
nity. During these challenging and 
unforgiving times, they serve as 
an inspiration to us all and we are 
committed to supporting them as 
they keep New York moving for-
ward,” said Resorts World Casino 
New York State President ROB-
ERT DESALVIO. “Resorts World 
is proud to partner with QEDC’s 
Entrepreneur Space, the Queens 
Night Market and the many small 
businesses and vendors who are 
working hard to fuel the frontlines. 
The importance of community 
matters more now than ever before, 
and we are fortunate to be part of 
one in Queens that strongly sup-
ports one another.”
     Individually packaged meals 
will continue to be prepared by 
small businesses either enrolled 
in QEDC’s innovative Entrepre-
neur Space (E-Space) commercial 
kitchen incubator in Long Island 
City or vendors who participate in 
the seasonal Queens Night Market 
in Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
— some of whom will continue 
to prepare meals at Kommissary, 

a commercial kitchen in Long 
Island City.
     The Port Authority of New York 
and New Jersey will continue to 
transport many of the meals to 
the hospitals. Both QEDC and the 
Queens Night Market will con-
tinue to waive any administrative 
costs associated with the “Fuel the 
Frontlines” initiative for partici-
pating small businesses.
     “Fuel the Frontlines” aims to 
both support the tireless medi-
cal professionals working long, 
difficult hours on the frontlines, 
while also supporting Queens’ 
small businesses facing severe 
economic disruption stemming 
from social distancing measures 
taken to combat the public health 
crisis. Unemployment claims 
have reached historic levels over 
the last four weeks, with more 
than 1.4 million claims filed in 
New York State and more than 26 
million filed nationwide between 
the weeks ending March 21 and 
April 18, according to the federal 
Department of Labor.
     “Fuel the Frontlines” hopes 
to continue inspiring subsequent 
funding commitments from cor-
porate and individual sponsors in 
order to extend or expand the ini-
tiative. To make a monetary, tax-
deductible donation in support of 
“Fuel the Frontlines,” visit www.
queensbp.org/fuel-the-frontlines.

Queens Announces Further Extension of “Fuel The 
Frontlines” Initiative to Support Workers

(Continued from page 1)

“City Hall Must Not Let the Subways 
Turn Into a Homeless Shelter”

     New York City’s homeless have 
sought refuge in the subways for as 
long as there has been homeless-
ness and subways. But the CO-
VID-19 pandemic has intensified 
the problem for ¬obvious reasons.
     More fortunate New Yorkers, 
the vast majority of us, are shel-
tering at home during this public-
health emergency. But those who 
have nowhere to call home in 
normal times, still have nowhere 
to go during this pandemic — no 
roof over their heads.
     So, it isn’t surprising that home-
less individuals are seeking refuge 
in some of our subway cars, sta-
tions and tunnels. But just because 
it’s unsurprising doesn’t mean it’s 
acceptable. And the Big Apple’s 
attempts to ignore the existence 
of this vulnerable, often emotion-
ally disturbed, population has 
made its presence in the system a 
growing frustration for essential 
New Yorkers riding the subways, 
not to mention the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority’s own 
hardworking employees.
     As I ride the system in these 
challenging days, the increased 
numbers are undeniable — and 
heartbreaking. While the subways 
remain safe, the MTA can’t allow 
the situation to further intensify 
and endanger our riders, our work-
ers and the homeless themselves.
     The MTA has 71,000 employ-
ees, and in good times, we get 

more than 8 million people to 
work and school and back home 
again each day. We are North 
America’s largest transportation 
system. But we aren’t a social-
services agency or health-care 
provider, and we have limited 
expertise in the unique challenges 
of mental illness or homelessness. 
Simply put, we are, under no cir-
cumstances, the right people to 
tackle this problem.
     And yet, because it’s utterly 
unacceptable for our staff and 
our customers to be left without 
a solution, the MTA has done 
tremendous amounts of work to 
¬address this crisis. Since last 
summer, we have added clean-
ers, hired more MTA Police and, 
through our Homelessness Task 
Force, stepped up our partnership 
with homeless organizations.
     The reality is, all of this was 
supposed to be an interim initia-
tive to give the city’s government 
more time to come up with its own 
response and solutions. We are 
still waiting. And while we wait, 
the MTA is continuing to pour 
resources into this effort — spend-
ing taxpayer dollars that could go 
to other initiatives — while City 
Hall has seemingly decided that 
so long as homelessness happens 
underground, solving it is not their 
priority.
As the pandemic rages on, the 
MTA is ramping up its response 
— increasing the number of 
cleaners in train cars and at end-
of-line stations, and adding more 
police underground. We have also 
brought in private contractors 
to assist in the work of alerting 
authorities to homelessness and 
other deteriorating conditions.
     And we are changing our Code 
of Conduct to make it abundantly 
clear that the transit system must 
be used by people for transport 
only — not for sheltering, sleep-
ing, storing belongings or panhan-
dling. We will enforce these new 

Interim President of NYC 
Transit Sarah Feinberg

Pheffer Amato Teams Up with Local Civic Groups to 
Distribute Homemade Masks

     Assemblywoman Stacey Phef-
fer Amato (D-South Queens), 
joined with the Howard Beach 
– Lindenwood Civic Association 
(“HBLC”) to distribute home-
made masks to those who need 
it most in the community. HBLC 
has been making and distribut-
ing homemade masks and face 

coverings since early March. So 
far, over 600 homemade face 
coverings have been donated by 
the civic to residents, NYPD Of-
ficers, and healthcare workers. 
Pheffer Amato has partnered with 
the HBLC to distribute masks to 
those who need it most to help stop 
the spread of COVID-19
     “Our community is resilient, 
and we always have each other’s 
backs,” Assemblywoman Stacey 
Pheffer Amato said. “We have 
endured tough times before, and 
every time our community steps 
up to help support one another. 
These face coverings will help 
keep our community safe and will 
help stop the spread of COVID-19. 
I want to thank the members of 
the HBLC - efforts like these are 
what make our community special 
and are why I know we will come 
through this stronger and more 

united than before.”. 
     The Assemblywoman’s office 
will be accepting requests online 
for the first 75 masks, and the 
rest will be distributed through-
out the community. To request 
a homemade mask, individuals 
can submit their name, address, 
email, and telephone numbers 
to this form: https://forms.gle/
YQMqoENtmP9DLiF97 or by 
calling Pheffer Amato’s District 
Office at 718-945-9550. Please 
note, that there is a limited sup-
ply of masks and that they are 
intended to go to individuals who 
cannot otherwise obtain one. 
     As of April 15th, face cover-
ings and masks in public and in 
instances where social distancing 
cannot be maintained are manda-
tory by an Executive Order signed 
by New York State Governor 
Andrew M. Cuomo. 

(Continued on page 9)
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

Comptroller Stringer Launches Phonebanking  
Campaign to Connect Workers With $2.5 Million in  

Unclaimed Prevailing Wages
A s  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t s  o f  
COVID-19 distress New York City 
workforce and vulnerable com-
munities, Comptroller’s office 
launches phonebanking cam-
paign to return unclaimed wages 
to workers cheated out of pay

Bureau of Labor Law recoups 
unpaid wages with interest for 
workers regardless of their  
immigration status, whether they 
still live in New York City or have 
moved to another state or country

     New York City Comptrol-
ler Scott M. Stringer today an-
nounced a new telephone cam-
paign to return over $2.5 million 
in unclaimed prevailing wages to 
workers cheated out of their pay by 
unscrupulous contractors on City-
funded projects. The Comptroller’s 
Bureau of Labor Law enforces pre-
vailing wage and benefit rates for 
construction and building service 
workers employed by contrac-
tors on City public work projects. 
When companies on these public 
contracts fail to pay the proper 
wages and benefits, the Comp-
troller enforces the law to recover 
the money owed to workers and 
ensure that they receive the money 
through outreach. 
     The phone calls notifying 
workers – many of whom are 
immigrants - are being made by 
employees of the Comptroller’s 
Bureau of Labor Law who are tele-
commuting due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and conducting intensive 
research to find telephone numbers 
and email addresses for workers 
with unclaimed wages.  Anecdotal 
evidence indicates many workers 
are afraid to respond to calls and 
emails because they fear it is a 
scam, making widespread public 
awareness essential to connect 
employees with their prevailing 
wage awards.
     “The COVID-19 pandemic 
is putting tremendous strain on 
New York City’s workforce and 
vulnerable communities, leaving 
many families uncertain about 
their ability to pay rent or even put 
food on the table,” said Comptrol-
ler Stringer. “In these challenging 
times, every dollar counts. While 
the federal social safety net con-
tinues to discriminate based on 
immigration status, we’re work-
ing around the clock to make sure 
workers get the $2.5 million in 
unclaimed prevailing wages they 
are owed for their work with the 
City. We’re asking New Yorkers 
across the five boroughs to spread 
the word, and to please get in touch 
if you think you may have been 
unfairly cheated out of wages.”
     Since 2014, Comptroller String-
er’s office has assessed more than 
$30 million in prevailing wage vio-
lations and paid over $15 million to 
employees who were cheated out of 
their wages. It has also debarred 
over 50 contractors who took 
advantage of workers – setting an 
office record. 
     “At a time when so many 
families are hurting and workers 
are being left out of the federal 
stimulus, Comptroller Stringer’s 
initiative will put money in the 
hands of workers that have been 
cheated out of pay regardless of 

their immigration status. Wage 
theft is a persistent and pervasive 
problem in New York, with em-
ployers consistently cheating work-
ers out of money they rightfully 
earned. We commend the Comp-
troller for fighting to recoup wages 
for workers and sending a clear  
message to employers that this 
type of behavior will not be toler-
ated,” said Deborah Axt, Executive  
Director of Make the Road New 
York.
     “In his time as Comptroller, 
Scott Stringer has consistently 
worked to stand up for the rights 
of workers on many fronts. As 
this pandemic hits New Yorkers 
especially hard, it’s even more 
important for working families 
to get access to all the resources 
due them. We strongly support the 
Comptroller’s proactive efforts to 
get $2.5 million in stolen wages 
back in the hands of families that 
need them, and urge our members 
to respond to calls from the Comp-
troller’s office, and to assure their 
co-workers and neighbors that they 
should also respond,” said Kyle 
Bragg, President of 32BJ SEIU.
     “With immigrants representing 
more than half of our front line 
workers and thousands ineligible 
for relief, it is vital that they receive 
every cent owed them. Even during 
the best of times, rampant wage 
theft remains a reality for all too 
many hard-working New York-
ers. We applaud the Comptroller’s  
effort to ensure that all workers are 
able to get the compensation they 
deserve for their labor,” said Steve 
Choi, Executive Director of the 
New York Immigration Coalition.
     “We welcome the Comptroller’s 
determination and commitment to 
ensure that all workers, men and 
women, regardless of their immi-
gration status, are compensated for 
their hard work. We will continue 
strengthening our alliance with all 
the City authorities in order to fight 
all practices of labor discrimina-
tion and abuse, and to encourage 
all New Yorkers to come forward 
to denounce them, and claim their 
rightful lost wages. New York City 
is home to a significant number 
of Mexican and Latin American 
nationals who are not only very 
much integrated and embedded 
into the fabric of American society, 
but also key contributors to their 
economy and frontline during any 
crisis. We are living exceedingly 
difficult times, but supporting 
the migrants in the region, will  
undoubtedly help New York City to 
recover from these extraordinary 
circumstances,” said Jorge Islas, 
Consul General of Mexico and 
President of the Coalition of Latin 
American Consuls in New York.
     “Workers across the City con-
tinue to be cheated out of their 
hard-earned wages. We applaud 
Comptroller Stringer for taking 
each and every step to identify the 
workers who are owed thousands 
of dollars in compensation. We will 
continue to work hand in hand with 
the Comptroller to combat wage 
theft across the city,” said Jonathan 
Westin, Executive Director of New 
York Communities for Change.
     “Workers, who have always 
been vulnerable, are hurting more 
than ever, and the economic fallout 

from the Covid-19 pandemic has 
barely begun. It is even more criti-
cal in this economic climate that 
contractors who take public dollars 
do right by their workers and pay 
their workers fairly. We strongly 
support Comptroller Stringer 
leadership in holding publicly 
funded contractors accountable 
and striving to return 2.5 million 
in unclaimed wages to workers. 
We are happy that workers now 
have an opportunity to claim their 
lost wages and we will work with 
our pan-Asian member agencies 
to spread the word to the Asian 
community,” said Jo-Ann Yoo, 
Executive Director of the Asian 
American Federation.
     About the Comptroller’s Bureau 
of Labor Law and How Prevailing 
Wage Enforcement and Collec-
tion Works - The Comptroller’s 
Bureau of Labor Law enforces 
prevailing wage and benefit rates 
for construction workers employed 
by City contractors on public work 
projects.  Public work projects 
include construction, repair and 
renovation of City owned facili-
ties such as public schools, City 
parks, streets, subway stations, 
police stations and fire houses.  
The Bureau also enforces prevail-
ing wage and benefit rates for 
building service employees such 
as security guards and cleaners 
when they are employed by City 
contractors in public schools and 
other City buildings, or when they 
are employed in certain buildings 
that receive property tax exemp-
tions or receive financial assistance 
from City government.
     When the Bureau receives a 
complaint — or otherwise has rea-
son to believe that an employer on 
one of these projects is not paying 
the correct wage or benefits — it 
launches an investigation.  If the 
company is not in compliance, 
the Bureau makes a finding as 
to how much workers have been 
underpaid, regardless of whether 
those particular workers have filed 
complaints with the office.  The 
Bureau does not inquire into the 
immigration status of workers be-
cause they are entitled to prevailing 
wages on these projects regardless 
of immigration status. 
     The Bureau will either settle 
with the employer or  go to trial 
against the employer — and issue 
an order after the trial that requires 
payment to the Bureau for safe-
keeping of the  unpaid wages and 
benefits, with interest.  The Bureau 
then notifies awarded workers with 
instructions on how to collect their 
money.  Unclaimed awards are held 
by the Comptroller’s Office until 
entitled workers can be found.
     Workers must provide basic 
information to Bureau of Labor 
Law staff about themselves and 
the companies they worked for 
on the City projects. Workers 
can also check the Comptroller’s 
website at www.comptroller.nyc.
gov/wages for a list of all workers 
with unclaimed prevailing wage 
awards and for more information 
about the Bureau.
     For more information contact 
the Labor Law hotline at (212) 
669-4443, laborlaw@comptroller.
nyc.gov or visit www.comptroller.
nyc.gov/wages.



THURSDAY, APRIL 30, 2020 THE QUEENS TIMES PAGE 9

(Continued on page 10)

(Continued from page 4)

(Continued from page 7)

Account will serve as repository 
of information for businesses 
and employees, including grant 
and loan info
 
     The Queens Chamber of Com-
merce has announced the launch 
of its official account—under the 
user name “QueensLife”—on the 
Chinese multi-purpose app We-
Chat in order to support Chinese-
language businesses during the 
COVID-19 crisis. With over 1 
billion monthly active users across 
the globe, WeChat—known as 
“the app of everything,” allow-
ing users to text, call, video chat, 
post news, send money, and order 
goods—is the most popular app 
for Chinese people, businesses, 
and e-commerce.  
     The Chamber’s account will 
serve as a repository of informa-
tion for business and employees, 
including descriptions of grants 
and loan programs, F.A.Q. and 
application guidelines, paid sick 
leave info, business checklists, 
rules and regulatory announce-
ments, and NYS/CDC/NYC health 
information.
     The Queens Chamber had 
initially planned to use the We-
Chat account to promote Queens 
businesses and Chamber members 
to the Chinese speaking com-
munity in Queens, as well as 
those visiting from China—but 
pivoted to provide crisis support 
to the Chinese-language business 
community in Queens once the 
COVID-19 pandemic struck. The 
Queens Chamber expects to shift 
back to the account’s original pur-
pose once the pandemic has ended.
     “We are proud to be the most 
prominent U.S.-based Chamber to 
embrace WeChat,” said Thomas J. 
Grech, President and CEO of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce. 
“With its impressive scope of fea-
tures, WeChat promises to be an 
incredible resource for connecting 
with the Chinese-language busi-
ness community here in Queens, 
giving them the resources they 
need to navigate the challenges 
ahead. Once we are past this pan-
demic, we look forward to rolling 
out our WeChat account to support 
travel, trade and tourism between 
the Chinese-speaking world and 
Queens.”
     Since the COVID-19 outbreak, 
the Queens Chamber has adapted 
its programs and resources, host-
ing online networking sessions 
and town hall webinars for busi-
ness owners, and launching www.

QueensBest.org, an easy-to-nav-
igate site that identifies the best 
restaurants in Queens for takeout 
and delivery. 
     To access the Queens Chamber 
WeChat account, sign into your 
personal WeChat account.
     The WeChat initiative was 
made possible thanks to support 
from Chatly, New York’s Empire 
State Development (ESD), Queens 
Economic Development Corpora-
tion (QEDC), Flushing Chinese 
Business Association (FCBA) and 
Flushing BID.
     “Chinese American businesses 
play a critical role in Queens. They 
need help during this crisis, and 
this WeChat account will help 
ensure that Chinese American 
business owners have access to the 
critical resources that the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce provides. 
I thank and commend the Cham-
ber for launching this important 
outreach effort, and for supporting 
the Chinese American business 
community in Queens” said U.S. 
Rep. Grace Meng. 
“Businesses and their employees 
here in Queens have been devas-
tated by COVID-19. We are still 
fighting this crisis and I hope addi-
tional federal stimulus funds will 
be made available to help small 
businesses. I am glad to see the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce 
opening up their WeChat account. 
Utilizing WeChat will help the 
Chamber connect with more of 
our struggling business owners, 
to help facilitate their economic re-
covery once we can return to some 
semblance of normalcy,” said State 
Senator Toby Ann Stavisky. 
     “The Queens Chamber’s new 
WeChat account will make it eas-
ier than ever to communicate with 
our hard-working Chinese-Ameri-
can businessmen and women here 
in Queens. I applaud the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce as they 
continue to go above and beyond 
in helping our Chinese-American 
business community get the re-
sources they need to thrive,”  said 
State Senator John C. Liu. 
     “It has always been important 
that we have multilingual resourc-
es available for small businesses, 
but the harm from the COVID-19 
pandemic has made multilingual 
resources especially necessary 
now. I am proud that I fought in 
Albany for funding to support 
small businesses in my commu-
nity and throughout Queens, and 
I applaud the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce for providing these 

resources for business owners 
that speak Mandarin, Cantonese, 
and other Chinese languages,” 
said Assembly Member Michael 
DenDekker.
     “Chinese businesses in Queens 
have long maximized the potential 
of WeChat to promote and grow 
their business, and I am grateful 
that we have a real Chamber of 
Commerce right here in Queens 
that is taking advantage of this 
app’s enormous potential to con-
nect people from around the world 
to business in Queens,” said Coun-
cil Member Peter Koo. 
     “The Queens Chamber of Com-
merce has always been a tremen-
dous supporter of the diverse busi-
ness communities in every Queens 
neighborhood, including here in 
Flushing, where businesses have 
been severely impacted by the 
coronavirus pandemic. The Cham-
ber’s new WeChat account will be 
a tremendous resource to Chinese-
owned businesses, linking them to 
resources and programs that will 
help our neighborhood recover,” 
said Peter Tu, Executive Director 
of the Flushing Business Associa-
tion (FCBA). 
     “This will be very helpful to the 
Mandarin speaking community 
of Queens, and I am very happy 
that Sarah Liu, QEDC Director of 
Partnerships, has been able to as-
sist and make it happen,” said Seth 
Bornstein, Executive Director of 
the Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corporation (QEDC). 
     “Over ninety percent of the 
businesses in downtown Flushing 
are operated by Chinese owners. 
We are happy to support and part-
ner with the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce to establish WeChat as 
a primary platform to promote the 
new business and resource sharing 
to strengthen the local economy.  
Especially in this challenging 
time, information and resource 
sharing is crucial to surviving 
this pandemic,” said Dian Song 
Yu, Executive Director of the 
Downtown Flushing Transit Hub 
Business Improvement District.
     About the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce - The Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce is the oldest 
and largest business association 
in Queens, representing more 
than 1,150 businesses and more 
than 100,000 Queens-based em-
ployees. Its mission is to foster 
connections, educate for success, 
develop/implement programs and 
advocate for members’ interests. 
www.queenschamber.org

Queens Chamber of Commerce Launches Wechat Account 
to Support Chinese-Language Businesses in Wake of  

Covid-19 Outbreak

     Attorney General Letitia James 
released the following statement 
in response to efforts to protect 
nursing home residents in New 
York amidst the coronavirus dis-
ease (COVID-19) crisis:
     “We recognize that the most 
vulnerable New Yorkers are 
continuing to suffer through this 
crisis at nursing homes across 
the state. While our Medicaid 
Fraud Control Unit continues to 
investigate allegations of abuse 
and neglect in the system, we 
launched a hotline where resi-

Attorney General Letitia James Statement on Protecting 
Nursing Home Residents

dents, families, or members of the 
public can share complaints about 
nursing homes that have not pro-
vided required communications 
with families about COVID-19 
diagnoses or fatalities. The ho-
tline will also accept complaints 
about nursing home abuse and 
neglect, including failure to fol-
low rules to keep residents safe. 
Every nursing home should be 
provided with adequate PPE and 
testing, and enhanced infection 
control protocols must be imple-
mented to protect residents. I am 

grateful to the workers in our 
nursing homes who continue to 
serve and support our vulnerable 
residents. These workers deserve 
our respect and must also be 
tested and protected during this 
time. My office will continue to 
work hard to protect residents of 
nursing homes and make sure 
their rights are preserved during 
this crisis and beyond.”
     Individuals can file confi-
dential complaints about nursing 
homes to the OAG online or by 
calling 833-249-8499.

Meng Issues Statement on Passage of 
$484 Billion Coronavirus Relief Package
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY), 
a member of the House Appropria-
tions Committee – which funds 
all federal programs and agencies 
– issued the following statement 
after the House of Representatives 
passed the Paycheck Protection 
Program and Health Care En-
hancement Act (H.R. 266). 
     “My district of Queens is in 
pain; we are at the nexus of this 
coronavirus pandemic. From our 
frontline health care workers to 
our people in our nursing homes; 
from our small business owners 
to essential workers – every day, 
I have heard from people across 
my district, as they are facing un-
imaginable horror and heartache. 
Today, I voted for this interim 
relief bill because my district – 
our nation – needs immediate aid. 
This bill provides more critical 
funds to hospitals, increases our 
testing capacity, and requires a 
national testing strategy – all of 
which are necessary if we are to 
eventually restart our economy. 
This bill also provides more 
money for small businesses to get 

back on their feet. This, however, 
is not enough; it is just a first 
step in a long process to help our 
nation. And now, we must imme-
diately get to work on the second 
major relief package after the 
CARES Act. We need more, im-
mediate, and sustained assistance 
for families. We must make sure 
that no one is left behind in this 
recovery effort – no matter their 
background or citizenship status. 
Our students need internet access. 
Our essential workers need hazard 
pay. Our residents need rent and 
mortgage assistance. Our state 
and city need federal assistance. 
And our health care system will 
continue to need more funding. 
My priority has been – and always 
will be – to fight for the interests 
and wellbeing of my constituents 
in Queens. Again, today’s bill sim-
ply does not go far enough for all 
those suffering from the virus; but 
if I can help even one family, one 
health care worker, or one small 
business, it is worth it. For the sake 
of a stronger tomorrow, we must 
get through this crisis together.”

regulations in close coordination 
with our NYPD partners and the 
MTAPD.
     So long as our riders need to 
get to work, it’s our job to get them 
there safely. And so long as there 
are homeless on the system, we’ll 
treat them compassionately. But 
we will also ask them to move 
along promptly or take up the of-
fer of social services. ¬Because 
the MTA workforce shouldn’t 
have to clean up trash, personal 
belongings, soiled items, drug 
paraphernalia, excrement and 

bodily f luids. Our customers 
shouldn’t have to board a car that 
has multiple people using it as a 
shelter and as a trash receptacle or 
toilet. And the essential front-line 
personnel working to keep this 
city safe shouldn’t have to en-
counter panhandling and trash or 
threats on their -already-stressful 
commutes.
     Our city must do better than 
this. We shouldn’t leave the most 
vulnerable to suffer quietly in a 
tunnel or on a train, and our work-
ers shouldn’t be left to clean up the 
mess that is left behind.
     We need action — now.

“City Hall Must Not Let the Subways 
Turn Into a Homeless Shelter”

government to take a hit-and-miss 
approach to this critical need.” 
     “We applaud the introduction 
of the COVID-19 Language Ac-
cess Act that will require federal 
agencies to translate COVID-19 
materials in 19 languages, includ-
ing 10 Asian languages,” said John 
C. Yang, President and Executive 
Director of Asian Americans 
Advancing Justice (AAJC). “This 
legislation will ensure that federal 
agencies reach and serve vulner-
able communities pro-actively as 
part of their mandate to provide 
‘meaningful access’ to govern-
ment services and programs. 
About one in three Asian Ameri-
cans has limited proficiency in 
English, and this bill will help 
ensure that our communities have 
the vital information necessary 
to protect their health and access 
care, obtain financial resources, 
and safeguard their civil rights.”
     “The National Health Law 
Program is excited to endorse 
Rep. Meng’s COVID-19 Language 
Access Act,” said Mara Youdel-
man, Managing Attorney (DC 
Office) of the National Health 
Law Program. “While effective 
communication is important all 

the time, language access is espe-
cially critical during a pandemic 
to ensure that limited English 
proficient individuals and their 
families know how to respond to 
COVID-19 and, if they get sick, 
where to go for treatment.”
     “In recognizing and support-
ing language access during this 
crisis, Representative Meng and 
her colleagues honor the diver-
sity and reality of America and 
its languages,” said William P. 
Rivers, Ph.D., Executive Director 
of the Joint National Committee 
for Languages–National Council 
for Languages and International 
Studies. “The 120 organizations 
who comprise of the Joint Na-
tional Committee for Languages 
are committed to ensuring that 
language services and language 
education remain available for all 
who need it.” 
     “Language barriers deny 
many in our diverse communities 
from accessing vital information 
or services they qualify for and 
need to stay healthy, pay rent, and 
buy food,” said Eric Rodriguez, 
Senior Vice President of Policy 
and Advocacy at UnidosUS. “We 
thank Congresswoman Meng for 

Rep. Grace Meng Introduces  
Legislation Requiring Federal  . . .
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Meng Calls on Devos to Ensure Civil Rights Protections For 
Students During Covid-19 Crisis

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
NY) announced that she sent a 
letter to U.S. Education Secretary 
Betsy DeVos urging her to ensure 
protections during the coronavi-
rus pandemic for students with 
disabilities, English language 
learners (ELLs), and other school 
kids who require special accom-
modations.
     In her correspondence, Meng 
called on DeVos to exercise high 
levels of scrutiny when issuing 
waivers of requirements under 
civil rights and education laws. 
The letter specifically urges the 
Secretary to ensure that states, 
colleges and universities, and lo-
cal educational agencies (LEAs) 
meet student needs within the 
flexibilities that exist in current 
laws.
     Over 55 million students at 
over 124,000 public and private 
schools across the nation are  
engaged in online remote learn-
ing. As educators, administrators, 
and students adjust to this new 
learning environment, guidance 
from the Department of Educa-
tion carries extraordinary influ-
ence on schools’ and teachers’ 
adherence to landmark civil rights 
laws, like the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act, the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and 
the Elementary and Secondary 

Education Act of 1965.
     “Civil rights protections for 
students with disabilities, English 
language learners, and others 
that require special accommoda-
tions must be protected during 
the coronavirus pandemic,” said 
Congresswoman Meng. “Current 
laws already offer flexibility to 
schools to ensure they meet the 
needs of even the most vulner-
able student populations. Secre-
tary DeVos must ensure that all 
students can continue to succeed 
academically.” 
     “In this time of great uncer-
tainty caused by COVID-19, stu-
dents with disabilities and other 
marginalized groups stand to fall 
even further behind their peers,” 
said Lindsay Jones, President 
and CEO of the National Center 
for Learning Disabilities. “We 
cannot grant waivers that would 
allow schools to step back from 
their obligations. Instead, we must 
work together to help educators 
and administrators do everything 
in their power to serve students 
with disabilities well. We are 
grateful to Congresswoman Meng 
for shining a light on the needs of 
the very students who are often 
left in the shadows.” 
     “Special Olympics wishes to 
thank Representative Meng for 
her efforts to ensure that potential 

waivers to education laws do not 
infringe on the basic civil rights 
of our most vulnerable students,” 
said Shawn Ferguson, Vice Presi-
dent of Government Relations and 
Chief of Staff to the Chairman at 
Special Olympics International. 
“Rather than waiving require-
ments of the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act (IDEA) 
and other laws, it is important 
to make sure that all students 
(including those with intellectual 
disabilities) are able to overcome 
the challenges of social isolation 
during this pandemic.”
     “During these extraordinary 
times, we sympathize with teach-
ers who are struggling to bring 
their classrooms to students quar-
antined at home,” said National 
Disability Rights Network Execu-
tive Director Curt Decker. “How-
ever, it is critical that students 
with disabilities not be left out of 
these efforts. Special education 
law is flexible enough already to 
allow teachers to continue to serve 
all students. The Education De-
partment does not need to waive 
any requirements in the law.”
     “As we continue to navigate 
this health crisis, we are mindful 
of the toll the coronavirus pan-
demic will levy on the long-term 

City Council Approves Expansion of The Downtown 
Flushing Transit Hub Business Improvement District

     Council Member Peter Koo 
recently announced the passage 
of Intro 1854, an expansion of the 
Downtown Flushing Transit Hub 
Business Improvement District. 
The expansion comes as the small 
business needs of the downtown 
Flushing community continue 
to grow due to the impact of the 
coronavirus. Expanding the BID 
will provide critical supplemental 
services to this affected com-
munity, including sanitation, 
advocacy, retail and marketing 
assistance, traffic management, 
pedestrian safety, and public 
space management. The expan-
sion comes with an additional $1 
million annual expense budget for 
these purposes.
     The existing BID includes 
properties primarily along Main 
Street from Northern Boulevard 
to Sanford Avenue. Additional 
properties are included along 
Roosevelt Avenue from College 
Point Boulevard to Union Street.
     The proposed expansion will 
extend the boundaries to include 
properties along Main Street 
between Northern Boulevard 
and Franklin Avenue. Additional 
properties are included generally 
along College Point Boulevard 
from 37th Avenue to 41st Road 
and along Union Street from 37th 
Avenue to Roosevelt Avenue. 
     Council Member Peter Koo 
stated, “Even before the corona-
virus landed on our shores, the 
Flushing business community 
was feeling its ill effects in declin-
ing business and even outright 
xenophobia. After this crisis is 
over, we will need to act quickly 
to revitalize those businesses 
through marketing and other sup-
port services. That is why public/
private partnerships like our com-

munity BIDs are more important 
than ever. While this expansion 
has been 10 years in the making, 
it is needed now more than ever. 
By significantly expanding the 
footprint of the downtown Flush-
ing Transit Hub BID service area, 
we will allow for more many ad-
ditional benefits and services to 
downtown Flushing.”
     Tina Lee, Flushing BID Co-
Chair, stated, “With this expan-
sion, we are committing to creat-
ing jobs, hiring additional staff 
and providing a wider range of 

support and marketing services 
for our local businesses at a time 
when our community is struggling 
due to the coronavirus. We would 
like to thank Councilman Koo for 
his leadership on the BID expan-
sion as well as the NYC Depart-
ment of Small Business Services, 
our BID steering committee and 
the Flushing community for all the 
support we’ve received throughout 
the expansion process.”
     The legislation was passed dur-
ing the City Council’s first-ever 
virtual Stated Council meeting. 

     Varying At-Home Test Kits For 
Coronavirus Antibodies & Even 
The Virus Itself Are Starting To 
Explode Across Internet—But 
FDA Is Unable To Validate Accu-
racy Of Tests It Hasn’t Reviewed 
That Are Now Being Purchased 
By Consumers 
     Schumer Wants Feds To Ramp 
Up Oversight & Inspections Along 
With Orders To Cease & Desist 
Before Unproven Products Risk 
Turning A Pandemic Into A False 
Sense Of Security Epidemic That 
Hurts Hot Spots Like New York 
Dependent On Accuracy 
     Citing an all-out explosion of 
unproven, untested and unregulat-
ed do-it-yourself, at-home corona-
virus test kits now for sale across 
the internet, U.S. Senator Charles 
Schumer demanded, today, that 
the federal Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) begin a crackdown 
focused on more oversight of the 
marketplace, ramped-up inspec-
tions and cease and desist actions 
against bad actors. Schumer said 
a simple “Google” search on these 
kits now results in a bombardment 
of antibody and other coronavirus 
tests that are simply not validated 
for accuracy by the FDA. 
     “While the coronavirus itself 
continues to risk infecting people, 
varying at-home test kits for the 
virus’s antibodies, and even the 
disease itself, are now infecting 
the internet and the consumer 
marketplace. However, the vast, 
vast majority of these ‘kits’ are 
unproven, untested and totally 
unregulated by the FDA, and that’s 
dangerous,” said U.S. Senator 
Charles Schumer. “That is why I 
am publicly calling on the FDA to 
institute a crackdown on these kits 
now exploding across the internet. 
The agency (FDA) must raise the 
bar, move heaven and earth and 
stand up for consumers who are 
vulnerable, uncertain and anxious 
with all that is going on.” 
     Schumer said that as part of 
returning to normal, consum-
ers—especially New Yorkers—
could be hard hit by faulty tests 
that mislead an already uncertain 
public. He said that the FDA must 
immediately move heaven and 
earth to ensure this emerging test-
ing marketplace does not become 
riddled with shoddy at-home kits 

Schumer Urges FDA Crackdown on 
At-Home Corona Test Kits Now  

For Sale Across Internet
that are not backed by the FDA 
and the best available science. 
Schumer also said New Yorkers 
are currently purchasing these kits 
and that the feds must act swiftly 
or risk turning a pandemic into a 
false sense of security epidemic 
that hurts hot spots like New York 
which must rely upon testing ac-
curacy to fully return to normal. 
     “The authenticity and accuracy 
of any at-home testing kits must be 
paramount at the FDA, because 
consumers are not only willing to 
buy them, but they are willing to 
rely upon them. Shoddy tests could 
spell disaster for hot spot states 
like New York because if there 
is anything New York and other 
places will require to turn the page 
on this virus, it’s rooted in testing 
accuracy, and these unregulated 
kits pose serious risk to the overall 
recovery,” Schumer added.
     According to CNN, the “FDA 
has granted emergency use autho-
rization to only four antibody tests, 
and there are dozens more await-
ing the same authorization. The 
FDA has also opened a separate 
process for more than 100 other 
non-FDA approved tests to be 
checked for accuracy.” Schumer 
says, despite this, at-home coro-
navirus antibody and virus test 
kits are for sale across the internet, 
seemingly unchecked.
     Experts across the govern-
ment have said antibody tests will 
likely play an important role in 
the reopening of the economy and 
the next chapter of public health. 
Schumer says the FDA cannot 
offer any regulatory f lexibility 
to some test makers and rigidity 
for others. He said the only way 
to ensure test kit standards are 
rooted in science and accuracy is 
to ramp up oversight, inspections 
and cease and desist actions before 
unproven products risk turning 
a pandemic into a false sense of 
security epidemic that hurts hot 
spots like New York dependent 
on accuracy. 
     “Right now, only formally ap-
proved tests should be available 
for sale to consumers,” Schumer 
said. “The stakes are too high to 
let bad actors prey on vulnerable 
New Yorkers and add even more 
anxiety and uncertainty to this 
crisis.”

the introduction of this bill and 
pledge to continue to fight for 
robust inclusion of everyone in 
healthcare and economic relief 
so that as a nation we can put this 
pandemic behind us and help fuel 
our nation’s recovery.”
     Meng’s bill has been endorsed 
by the Joint National Committee 
for Languages–National Council 
for Languages and International 
Studies, Asian Americans Ad-
vancing Justice (AAJC), Hispanic 
Federation, National Health Law 
Program, Japanese American Citi-
zens League (JACL), Asian and 
Pacific Islander American Health 
Forum (APIAHF), National Coun-
cil of Asian Pacific Americans 
(NCAPA), National Alliance for 

Partnerships in Equity (NAPE) 
and UnidosUS.  
     The measure also has 34 co-
sponsors including Reps. Bonnie 
Watson Coleman (D-NJ), David 
Price (D-NC), Sylvia Garcia (D-
TX), Jan Schakowsky (D-IL), 
Vicente Gonzalez (D-TX), Jahana 
Hayes (D-CT), Bobby Rush (D-
IL), Jesús “Chuy” García (D-IL), 
Gregory Meeks (D-NY), Eddie 
Bernice Johnson, (D-TX), Jared 
Huffman (D-CA), Eleanor Holmes 
Norton (D-DC), Adriano Espaillat 
(D-NY), Kathy Castor (D-FL), 
Donna Shalala (D-FL), André 
Carson (D-IN), Derek Kilmer 
(D-WA), José Serrano (D-NY), 
Pramila Jayapal (D-WA), Ayanna 
Pressley (D-MA), Danny Davis 

Rep. Grace Meng Introduces  
Legislation Requiring Federal  . . .
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LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Formation of P AND 
B HOMES, LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/10/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to 186-10 Hilburn Avenue, 
Saint  A lbans,  NY 11412. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020

ROC BEACH LLC. Arts. of 
Org. f iled with the SSNY on 
01/29/20. Of f ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  i t 
may be served. SSNY shall 
ma i l  c opy  o f  p roc ess  to 
the LLC, 115-10 Rockaway 
B e a c h  B l v d ,  R o c k a w ay 
Park, NY 11694. Purpose: 
A n y  l a w f u l  p u r p o s e . 
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of Formation of KIM 
CPA, PLLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/06/2019. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
28-10 Jackson Avenue, #8S, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
3/26,4/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of Homeb 
Management, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
SSNY on 1/13/2020. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC to 
50 - 09 38th Street, FL 2, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

EL AMANECER MULTISERVICE, 
LLC. Filed with SSNY on 
01/21/2020. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as agent 
for process and shall mail copy 
to: 9028 80 Street, Woodhaven 
NY 11421. Purpose: Any lawful. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

Cle Logistics LLC Arts of Org. 
f iled SSNY 3/5/20. Off ice: 
Queens Co. SSNY design 
agent for process & shall mail to 
Legalinc Corporate Srvcs Inc. 
1967 Wehrle Dr #1-086 Buffalo, 
NY 14221 General Purpose. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
COLLECTIVE ART NYC LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 1/27/2020. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC to 
89-47 Vanderveer Street, 
Queens Village, NY 11427. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
EAGLEE2E LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 01/30/2020.  
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County.  SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 68-30 76th Street, 
Middle Village, NY 11379.  
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
GAZALBLITZ 11 LLC, a domestic 
LLC.  Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 3/9/2020.  Office 
location: QUEENS County.  
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served.  
SSNY shall mail a copy of process 
to: The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE 
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.  
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

Notice of Formation of 23-11 
27TH STREET LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 04/03/20. Office 
locat ion: Queens County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to Greenberg 
& Schulman, 90 Woodbridge 
C e n t e r  D r . ,  S t e .  2 0 0 , 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095-1182. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

LEGAL NOTICES

Vista Realty 10-21 LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 2/10/2020. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
aga ins t  may  be  se r ved 
& shall mail process to c/o 
Claddagh Electronics, 10-32 
47th Rd., Long Island City, 
NY 11101. General Purpose. 
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020

Notice of formation of NY 
DREAM BUILDERS LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed with 
the Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 09/27/2019. Office 
located in QUEENS. SSNY has 
been designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail copy of 
any process served against the 
LLC 30-50 WHITESTONE EXPY, 
SUITE 105, FLUSHING,NY 11354. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020

(Continued from page 10

Notice of Formation of JADISS 
N.Y. LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/12/2020. Office location: 
Queens Count y.   SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to 415 Manhattan 
Blvd., Islip Terrace, NY 11752. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020

El Amanecer Multiservice, 
LLC Fi led with SSNY on 
01/20/2020. Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent for 
process & shall mail copy to: 
9028 80 Street Woodhaven 
NY 11421 Purpose: any lawful. 
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020

Notice of Formation: 120-
01 18AV LLC Ar t ic les of 
O r g an i z a t i o n  f i l e d  w i t h 
Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 2/28/2020. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
SSNY designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
copies of any process served 
against the LLC to 11-10 130th 
St. College Point, Flushing, 
NY 11356 Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose or act ivity. 4/30, 
5/7,14,21,28&6/4/2020

(Continued from page 10)

academic progress of our 
nation’s most vulnerable 
students, including students 
with disabilities and the five 
million English Learners 
who already face unique 
challenges,” said Ama-
lia Chamorro, Associate 
Director of the Education 

Meng Calls on Devos to Ensure Civil Rights  
Protections For Students During Covid-19 Crisis

Policy Project at UnidosUS. 
“We join Representative 
Meng, in urging Secretary 
DeVos and the Department 
of Education to protect the 
civil rights of all students.” 
     Meng’s letter has been 
endorsed by the National 
Disability Rights Network; 
Special Olympics Inter-
national; National Center 

for Learning Disabilities; 
Associat ion on Higher 
Education and Disability 
(AHEAD), host of the Na-
tional Center for College 
Students with Disabilities 
(NCCSD); New York Im-
migration Coalition; South-
east Asia Resource Action 
Center (SEARAC); and 
UnidosUS.

Maloney, King Lead Bipartisan NY Delegation 
Call for Immediate Help for the Postal Service

Members Call on House 
and Senate Leadership to 
Provide Emergency Funds 
for USPS in Wake of the 
Coronavirus Crisis

     Congresswoman Caro-
lyn B. Maloney (D-NY) 
and Congressman Peter 
King (R-NY) today led 21 
members of the New York 
Congressional Delegation 
in a bipartisan appeal to 
Congressional leadership to 
provide immediate help for 
the Postal Service. 
     In their letter, the Mem-
bers write, “[t]he coronavi-
rus crisis is wreaking havoc 
on the U.S. Postal Service.  
Without immediate help, 
the Postal Service—a vital 
staple of American society 
since 1775—could cease to 
function by this summer.  
This crisis is also affecting 
the State of New York more 
than any other.  There were 
287 conf irmed cases of 
coronavirus and 14 deaths 
among postal workers in 
New York as of April 20, 
2020.”[1]
     They argue, “This is a 
national emergency. The 
American people rely on 
the Postal Service to deliver 
crucial goods and services 
every day, including more 
than a billion life-saving 
medications last year alone, 
millions of economic stimu-
lus checks and unemploy-
ment benefits to help during 
this crisis, and 2020 Census 
forms for every household in 
America.”
     The Members echo the 
request of the Postal Board 
of Governors; “a package 
that includes $25 billion 
in emergency appropria-
tions to offset coronavirus-
related losses, $25 billion 
for ‘shovel-ready’ projects 
to modernize the Postal 
Service, and access to $25 
billion in unrestricted bor-
rowing authority from the 
Treasury.[2] To be clear, 
these requests were put forth 
unanimously by a Board of 
Governors with a Republi-
can majority—all of whom 
were appointed by President 
Trump.”
     Joining Reps. Maloney 

and King on this letter are 
Representatives Adriano 
Espaillat, Brian Higgins, 
Jerrold Nadler, Thomas R. 
Suozzi, Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez, Joseph D. Morelle, 
Nydia M. Velázquez, Grace 
Meng, Gregory W. Meeks, 
Hakeem Jeffries, Paul D. 
Tonko, Anthony Brindisi, 
Yvette D. Clarke, Jose E. 
Serrano, Kathleen M. Rice, 
Max Rose, Eliot L. Engel, 
Sean Patrick Maloney, An-
tonio Delgado, John Katko, 
and Elise M. Stefanik.
     Full text of the letter 
below.
     Dear Speaker Pelosi, 
Minority Leader McCarthy, 
Majority Leader McCon-
nell, and Minority Leader 
Schumer:
     The coronavirus crisis is 
wreaking havoc on the U.S. 
Postal Service.  Without 
immediate help, the Postal 
Service—a vital staple of 
American society since 
1775—could cease to func-
tion by this summer.  This 
crisis is also affecting the 
State of New York more 
than any other.  There were 
287 confirmed cases of 
coronavirus and 14 deaths 
among postal workers in 
New York as of April 20, 
2020.[3]  
     As a direct result of the 
coronavirus crisis, f irst 
class and business mail 
volume across the country 
has dropped at an alarming 
rate.  Mail volume is down 
by more than 30% from 
the same period last year.  
Over the next ten years, the 
Postal Service estimates 
that losses caused by the 
coronavirus crisis would be 
$54 billion.[4]
     This is a national emer-
gency.  The Amer ican 
people rely on the Postal 
Service to deliver crucial 
goods and services every 
day, including more than a 
billion life-saving medica-
tions last year alone, mil-
lions of economic stimulus 
checks and unemployment 
benefits to help during this 
crisis, and 2020 Census 
forms for every household 
in America.
     In New York, the Postal 

Service delivers to 7.7 mil-
lion addresses and has more 
than 1,800 Post Offices.  In 
our state, the Postal Service 
employed 44,675 people and 
paid close to $3 billion in 
wages in 2018.[5]  New York 
also will rely heavily on the 
Postal Service to conduct its 
primary on June 23, 2020, 
during which no-excuse 
absentee ballots will be ac-
cepted.[6] 
     The Postal Service is 
a fundamental component 
of America’s economic in-
frastructure, providing af-
fordable, universal delivery 
of mail and e-commerce 
packages to more than 160 
million households and 
businesses.  The Postal 
Service propels a $1.6 tril-
lion mailing industry that 
employs 7.3 million people.  
It does all of this while 
operating as a business and 
receiving next to nothing in 
taxpayer dollars.[7]
     Both Democrats and Re-
publicans supported large 
infusions of liquidity for 
other industries and com-
panies that are critical to 
our nation’s economy, and 
we must do the same now 
to save the Postal Service.  
     The Postal Board of 
Governors has asked for a 
package that includes $25 
billion in emergency ap-
propriations to offset coro-
navirus-related losses, $25 
billion for “shovel-ready” 
projects to modernize the 
Postal Service, and access 
to $25 billion in unrestricted 
borrowing authority from 
the Treasury.[8]  
     To be clear, these requests 
were put forth unanimously 
by a Board of Governors 
with a Republican major-
ity—all of whom were ap-
pointed by President Trump.
     The Postal Service is an 
indispensable component 
of America’s critical infra-
structure, and its workers 
are on the frontlines every 
single day delivering in-
formation and packages to 
the American people.  We 
strongly support emergency 
funding for the Postal Ser-
vice and urge you to do the 
same.

(D-IL), Nydia Velázquez 
(D-NY), Tony Cárdenas 
(D-CA), Raúl Grijalva (D-
AZ), Jerry McNerney (D-
CA), Alcee Hastings (D-
FL), Hank Johnson (D-GA), 
Jimmy Gomez (D-CA), 
Mark Takano (D-CA), Bar-
bara Lee (D-CA), Steven 
Horsford (D-NV), Katie 
Porter (D-CA), Ed Case 
(D-HI) and Anna Eshoo 
(D-CA).

Rep. Meng 
Introduces  
Legislation 
Requiring 

Federal  . . .

New York Attorney Gen-
eral Letitia James tonight 
released the following state-
ment after U.S. Attorney 
General William Barr re-
leased a memo threatening 
to “monitor” and be “on 
the lookout for state and lo-
cal directives that could be 
violating the constitutional 
rights and civil liberties 
of individual citizens” due 
to the coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19):
     “Despite the Trump Ad-
ministration’s failure to do 
so, states are able to protect 
constitutional rights and 
enact policies to curb the 
spread of the coronavirus 
simultaneously. The Tenth 
Amendment of the U.S. 
Constitution is clear that 
‘the powers not delegated 
to the’ federal government 
shall be ‘reserved to the 
States.’ Make no mistake: 
U.S. Attorney General Barr 
is not the only one prepared 
to take legal action to guard 
the Constitution. My of-
fice will fight every day 
to defend it and the rights 
it affords the great State of 
New York.”

AG James’ 
Statement in 
Response to  
AG Barr’s 
Threat to 
“Monitor” 
States Over 
Coronavirus 

Response
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WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

NYC Parks’ Arsenal Gallery goes online 
with exhibition inspired by Central Park

     Think back to a recent park 
walk you’ve taken…do you re-
member the objects you saw? Did 
any inspire you to transform a 
gallery space into an art exhibit-
-like artist Alice Momm was so 
inspired and so did?
     Luckily for all New Yorkers, 
while most cultural venues are 
closed, with Parks@Home, they 
can view Momm’s NYC Parks’ 
Arsenal Gallery exhibition virtu-
ally through a new online gallery 
and a video walkthrough. 
     “The Gleaner’s Song” is 
a collection of mixed-media 
works, words, and photographs 
by Momm, inspired by her daily, 
immersive walks in Central Park. 
The materials and impressions 
gathered on these rambles become 
the seeds of artworks that pay 

tribute to the ragged beauty of 
found objects in nature and honor 
the quiet dramas unfolding in 
unexpected places. While often 
humorous, the artworks reflect a 
deep concern for our environment 
and an appreciation of the inter-
connectedness of all living beings. 
This solo exhibition is Momm’s 
love song to Central Park and an 
invitation to find wonder and joy 
in New York City’s parks.
     The virtual gallery is part of 
Parks@Home--bringing parks 
directly to New Yorkers who are 
staying home to help stop the 
spread of COVID-19. For more 
unique opportunities to engage 
with the great outdoors through 
our website and across all social 
platforms, visit the Parks@Home 
page.


