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Federal Judge Reinstates New York
Democratic Presidential Primary

Reps. Thomas Suozzi (D-N.Y.) and
Peter King (R-N.Y.) Op-Ed in The Hill:
Additional federal funding for New York’s transportation
system is critical to city’s resurgence

A federal court judge has
ordered New York Democrats to
reinstate the presidential primary
election for June 23 after onetime candidate Andrew Yang

challenged its cancellation. Judge
Analisa Torres in her decision
Tuesday ruled that the New York
Board of Elections’ decision to
cancel the vote was unconstitu-

tional and that all qualified candidates as of April 26 must be on
the ballot.
(Continued on page 10)

Pheffer Amato Teams Up With NYPD, City
Agency and Local Volunteers to Distribute
Food Refused by Co-Op Board for Seniors
By Reps. Thomas Suozzi (D-N.Y.)
And Peter King (R-N.Y.)
Funding mass transit during
this unprecedented public health
crisis isn’t a red or blue issue –
it’s black and white. The two of
us aren’t always on the same side
of many issues, but this is a nobrainer.
A strong public transportation
system benefits the economies
of New York and the nation as a
whole, full stop. We cannot waste
time with political theater when
the future of this critical service
– and the recovery of New York
and the nation’s economy – hangs
in the balance.
New York is the epicenter of the

COVID crisis, with 30 percent of
the cases and deaths. The Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(MTA) has been particularly devastated by the pandemic. Plummeting ridership, massive revenue
losses, and the certain evaporation
of state and local taxes that support the agency’s budget have
created a financial catastrophe of
unprecedented magnitude.
We in Congress already delivered $3.8 billion for the MTA.
It was a good first step, but more
needs to be done to shore up the
circulatory system that powers
New York. The MTA needs an additional $3.9 billion in emergency
(Continued on page 3)

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato joined with the HPD, the NYPD 100th Precinct, and
local volunteers to distribute food to seniors at Dayton Beach Park. See story on page 6.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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NYS Department of Labor Announces Program to Help
Inform Unemployed New Yorkers that Federal Law Requires
them to Certify Every Week to Continue Receiving Benefits
Weekly Certifications Can Be
Completed Online or Over the
Phone to Receive Benefits
The New York State Department of Labor today announced
a new program to inform New
Yorkers who have applied for
unemployment that Federal law
requires them to submit a certification every week to receive
their benefits and educate New
Yorkers about how to complete
that certification. The first step
of this campaign was a proactive
email sent over the weekend to
nearly 90,000 New Yorkers whose
unemployment benefit claims are
completed, processed, and payable — but who had not submitted
a weekly certification, preventing
them from being paid. Going
forward, DOL will regularly send
emails informing New Yorkers
when they are able to begin certifying and receiving their benefits.
“Losing your job can be a disorienting experience — especially
when it happens during a global
pandemic — so we want to make
it as simple as possible for New
Yorkers to receive the money
they are due,” NYS Labor Commissioner Roberta Reardon said.
“That’s why we’re launching this
campaign to make sure everyone
who is applying for unemployment
benefits knows how and when to
submit their certification and
claim the benefits they deserve.
This is just another example of
how we are using every resource
available to connect New Yorkers
with their money as quickly as
possible, and we will not rest until
everyone is receiving the benefits
they deserve.”
Under, federal law, every
American receiving unemployment insurance benefits, including traditional unemployment
insurance and the new COVID-19
Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, is required to submit
a weekly certification to claim
their benefits. This certification
confirms that the individual meets
all of the conditions for receiving
benefits, including that they were
unemployed for all or part of the
past week and were ready, willing and able to work. During this
public health crisis, New Yorkers
who cannot work because of the
COVID-19 pandemic and New
York State on PAUSE orders
should answer they were ready,

willing and able to work during
a week if they otherwise could
have worked.
According to Department of
Labor records, however, tens of
thousands of New Yorkers who
are eligible for unemployment
benefits — and who could be
receiving their funds — have not
submitted weekly certifications
and claimed their benefits. This
could be due to a lag between
when New Yorkers’ claims are
processed, allowing them to begin
certifying, and when they receive
a “Monetary Determination Letter” in the mail, which tells them
to begin certifying.
In response, the Department of
Labor is launching a communications campaign to ensure every
New Yorker who is unemployed
understands how and when to
certify.
As part of this effort, the
Department of Labor will begin
emailing New Yorkers who provided email addresses on their
application when their claims are
processed and become payable,
providing them the information
they need on certifications quicker
and allowing them to access their
benefits faster. Over the weekend
the first of these emails was sent to
approximately 90,000 New Yorkers who have fully completed and
processed unemployment benefit
applications, but who have not yet
certified.
Over the coming weeks, the Department of Labor will highlight
information including:
• When to certify:
• You can begin certifying when
your application switches from
“pending” to “payable” — you
will know this because you will
receive an email from the Department of Labor (if you provided an
email on your application) and a
letter.
• For the purposes of Unemployment Insurance, a week runs from
Monday to Sunday.
• New Yorkers must submit their
certification for a given week on
the last day of that week (Sunday)
through the following Saturday.
This is called your “claim window.”
• Any certification made on a
Sunday is for the week ending
that day.
• How to certify:
• New Yorkers are encouraged to
certify online, which is the easiest

and fastest way to certify, at www.
labor.ny.gov/signin
• Enter your NY.gov username
and password.
•
Click the “Unemployment
Services” button on the My Online
Services page.
• Then click “Claim Weekly Benefits” and follow the instructions.
• If you cannot certify online,
you can certify via an automated
phone system, by calling 1-888581-5812 (for traditional unemployment insurance) or 1-833-3240366 (for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance)
Facing an unprecedented surge
in unemployment claims and a
large number of partially complete
claims with missing or incomplete
Federal Employer Identification
Numbers, which require a phone
call to complete, the Department
of Labor has taken decisive action
to update its system, streamline
operations, and improve its capacity to serve New Yorkers. These
efforts include:
• Issuing a directive requiring
New York-based employers to
provide New Yorkers with the
information they need to apply for
unemployment benefits, including
the company’s Federal Employer
Identification Number;
• Launching a new, streamlined
website backed by Google Cloud’s
infrastructure, which can automatically scale to meet demand
and rolling out an updated application that allows New Yorkers to
seamlessly apply for either traditional unemployment insurance or
the new Pandemic Unemployment
Assistance in one system - well
before many other states launched
their PUA applications;
• Undertaking a major call-back
initiative to proactively call New
Yorkers with partially completed
applications and obtain the information needed to process their
claims. To date, the DOL has made
over 670,000 proactive calls;
•
Increasing the number of
Department of Labor representatives handling calls and processing applications from 400 people
working five days a week to up to
3,100 individuals working seven
days a week; and
Being among the first states
to release the additional $600
weekly payments to unemployed
individuals - even before the federal government made funding
available.

Speaker Corey Johnson and Council Member Francisco
Moya on Emergency Fund for Final Resting Arrangements
Council Speaker Corey Johnson
and Council Member Francisco
Moya released the below statements in response to the de Blasio
Administration’s initiative to increase funds to pay for final resting arrangements for low-income
COVID-19 victims. The Administration has expanded eligibility
to all New Yorkers, regardless
of immigration status. Speaker
Johnson and Council Member
Moya had last month called for an
emergency fund for low-income
New Yorkers who couldn’t afford
final arrangement costs, and for
the fund to be open to all.

“The coronavirus pandemic
has disproportionally hit our immigrant communities. Making
funds available for undocumented
immigrants to have proper burials
and also increasing the amount of
the assistance for HRA’s program
is the compassionate thing to do.
For many New Yorkers, the cost of
burying or cremating a loved one
can be out of reach. They deserve
better which is why Council Member Moya and I called for emergency funds to help New Yorkers
pay for final resting arrangements
for their loved ones, regardless
of immigration status. I am glad

Mayor de Blasio agreed and is
moving forward with a humane
plan that will assist more New
Yorkers in need,” said Council
Speaker Corey Johnson.
“No community has been
spared by the COVID-19 crisis
but for undocumented immigrants, the disease has been particularly cruel. Not only were undocumented New Yorkers denied
being among loved ones in their
final moments but they were also
denied a dignified burial among
them as well — whether in their
(Continued on page 10.
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Vallone & Speaker Johnson Double Funding to Expand
Free Senior Transportation Program During the
COVID-19 Crisis
Council Member Paul A.
Vallone is proud to announce that,
in partnership with New York
City Council Speaker Corey Johnson, the Free Senior Transportation Program is extended this year
thanks to an additional $150,000
in funding. This allocation is in
addition to the initial $150,000
in funding allocated to the program this past fall by the Council
Member, Queens Delegation and
Queens Borough President.
With this new allocation, Vallone has now increased the budget
for this successful program nearly
eightfold since 2017, when his office earmarked $40,000 to pilot
the program.
Most importantly, this critical service remains operational
during the COVID-19 crisis. To
schedule a ride to an essential
medical appointment, Queens
seniors should call the Selfhelp
Clearview Senior Center at 718224-7888 between the hours of
9 a.m. and noon and leave their
name and phone number in a
voicemail to schedule their nextday rides. The Selfhelp team will
return their call and arrange the
ride.
Those who use the service will
need to complete a basic application with demographic information and an emergency contact

and provide their destination.
Selfhelp Community Services
works in partnership with Four
Twos and Central Car Service to
schedule rides. The program will
continue to operate until the funds
are depleted.
“Since my office created the
initiative four years ago, the Senior Transportation Program has
provided thousands of free rides
to and from important medical
appointments, and I’m happy to
announce that the program will
offer this vital service to even
more of our borough’s seniors
this year,” said Council Member
Vallone. “Most importantly, the
program continues to run during
the COVID-19 crisis, providing
seniors with some peace of mind
during these difficult times. I
want to thank Speaker Johnson
for his support and commitment
to this initiative and Self help
Community Services for always
being an outstanding community
partner.”
“During these uncertain times,
we must do everything we can to
protect and support vulnerable
New Yorkers, including our seniors,” said Speaker Corey Johnson. “Additional funding for this
senior transportation program is
so important now. Aging residents
have enough to worry about dur-

ing the coronavirus crisis. They
should not have to worry about
how to get around. I thank Council Member Vallone and Selfhelp
Community Services for their
partnership as we help our City’s
seniors during this pandemic.”
“Selfhelp Community Services
is pleased to announce that Speaker Corey Johnson has invested in
our Queens transportation program for medical appointments,”
said Katie Foley, Director of Public Affairs at Selfhelp Community
Services. “In our fourth year of
this program, we have provided
hundreds of rides for older adults
throughout Queens. We wouldn’t
have been able to do this without
Councilmembers Paul Vallone,
Peter Koo, Robert Holden, Francisco Moya, and the entire Queens
Delegation. Transportation programs have become a lifeline for
older Queens residents who are
responding to COVID-19 social
distancing requirements by avoiding public transportation. This
program ensures that older adults
have affordable, accessible, and
reliable transportation services
to their medical appointments.
We are proud to partner with
the Speaker and the New York
City Council. Together, we look
forward to the continuation and
growth of this critical service.”

Meng Leads Call to Ensure Mental Health Resources For
Frontline Health Care Workers Responding to
Coronavirus Pandemic
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY)
led members of the New York
congressional delegation in sending a letter to President Trump
calling for the next coronavirus
relief package to include mental
health resources for frontline
health care workers responding to
the COVID-19 pandemic.
In the correspondence to the
President, which was signed by a
total of 15 New York House members and the state’s two Senators
Charles Schumer and Kirsten Gillibrand, the lawmakers urged that
the CARES 2.0 package contain
significant funding to support the
emotional well-being of health
care workers serving on the front
lines, so that they in turn can
remain healthy for their patients.
Meng also led an identical
letter that she and the New York
House members sent to House and
Senate leaders. New York remains
the epicenter of the coronavirus
outbreak.
“Our brave frontline health
care workers have been our heroes throughout this pandemic,”
said Meng. “They have made
enormous and selfless sacrifices,

putting their safety on the line to
care for patients and save lives.
But the stress and anxiety from the
exhaustive work they do – treating daily floods of coronavirus
patients, high COVID-19 death
rates, fear over lack of PPE, long
hours, and separation from loved
ones – is taking a huge emotional
toll on many of these professionals. I have personally spoken with
several of these health care workers. I know firsthand how vital it is
to provide the resources they and
their families need to help with
the psychological burden that has
been placed on them. The impact
of this pandemic on our health
care community will be longlasting; it may even outlast the
coronavirus itself. The President
and congressional leaders must
make the mental health needs of
our health care workers an essential and urgent priority, and I will
continue to call for them to do
so. I thank my New York House
colleagues and Senators Schumer
and Gillibrand for joining me in
speaking out about the necessity
of allocating these resources, and
fighting for our heroic frontline

health care workers.”
“The night before last, we held
a virtual memorial service for 25
deceased nurses who had been in
our union, felled by a deadly virus
concentrated in New York City,”
said Judy Sheridan-Gonzalez, RN,
President of the New York State
Nurses Association (NYSNA).
“In the course of the service, we
received news of the 26th death.
Health care workers handling the
death and dying in astronomical
numbers, while fearing for their
own health and safety, are suffering deep emotional scarring.
This week’s tragic news of the
suicide of one of our physician
colleagues, is further evidence
of the impact of this pandemic.
Our frontline workers are the new
‘veterans’ who will suffer PTSD
from their work in the war against
the coronavirus and must receive
preventative and supportive mental health services.”
The CARES 2.0 package is the
proposed follow-up bill to the first
CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) Act
which was passed by Congress
and signed into law last month.

MTA Chairman and CEO Patrick J. Foye Op-Ed in NY
Daily News: “Why we’re closing subways nightly:
The MTA chair explains the historic move
Why we’re closing subways
nightly: The MTA chair explains
the historic move
Twenty-four-hour service has
been a point of pride for the subway system since its inception
over 115 years ago, a signal of its
world-class exceptionalism among

public transportation systems.
But these are unprecedented
times that call for unprecedented
action.
Beginning early this Wednesday morning, for the first time
ever, we are suspending overnight
subway service from 1 to 5 a.m.

for the duration of this pandemic,
closing the system to everyone
except transit workers and police
officers. This was a painstaking
decision, but it’s unequivocally the
right thing to do right now.
(Continued on page 10)
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Reps. Thomas Suozzi (D-N.Y.) and
Peter King (R-N.Y.) Op-Ed in The Hill:
Additional federal funding for New York’s transportation
system is critical to city’s resurgence
(Continued from page 1)
funding now while it continues to
move the other essential workers
like doctors, nurses, first responders, and grocery workers on the
frontlines of this pandemic saving lives.
A strong MTA will be critical
to the resurgence of New York
and the country’s economy when
our focus shifts to reopening. As
the MTA’s service area makes up
nearly 10 percent of the national
GDP, it’s crucial to American
economy for the system to be
ready and functional to help bring
the country back.
This is not political pork, everyone in Congress should take
this seriously. New York already
provides $29 billion more on
average per year in taxes to the
federal government than it takes
in. It is the largest donor state in
the nation.
The system carries more than
8 million people daily, connecting
residents with employment and
educational opportunities across
New York City, Long Island,
Westchester and Connecticut that
help drive the downstate region.
Fifty percent of Long Island Rail
Road customers take the train
to Penn Station and get on the
subway to commute to work.
Ensuring the MTA’s vitality is
the best way to jumpstart the New
York economy to lead the nation’s
economic recovery.
Right now, the agency is in
free fall. Ridership has nosedived,
declining by more than 90 percent
on subways, buses, Long Island
Rail Road and Metro-North, with
crossings at bridges and tunnels
falling by more than 60 percent.
These revenues normally make up
half of the MTA’s annual budget.
It’s not hyperbole to say that
MTA’s survival depends on our
colleagues in Congress delivering
significant additional federal assistance in the next federal funding package.

Projections of the full impact
of the pandemic to the MTA are
estimated to be between $7 and
$8.5 billion this year alone. The
estimated impact includes decline
in ridership, tax revenues, and
the hundreds of millions in ever
increasing expenses the MTA is
incurring to keep the system safe
for essential personnel.
The state and city also don’t
have the money to help as their
budgets have also been decimated
by the COVID-19 crisis. Congress
must deliver for them, too. The
MTA has taken its own actions,
to try and stay afloat, including
reducing service, drawing down
on a $1 billion line of credit to
improve its liquidity, and pausing much of its historic 2020-24
capital plan.
But the reality is the MTA
cannot they can cut their way out
of this crisis. Raising fares would
accomplish nothing with ridership so low and is unfair to the
customers that remain. Cutting
service is another non-starter,
since ensuring access to public
transportation is more vital than
ever. There’s no question that we
at the federal level need to step in
and provide new funding.
Brave MTA workers have been
the heroes moving the heroes of
this pandemic, at great cost to
their own health. Eighty-three
MTA employees have tragically
died related to COVID-19. More
than 2,000 have tested positive,
with thousands more on home
quarantine.
It would be inexcusable for us
to turn our back on them now.
The bottom line is that ensuring
a thriving mass transit system is
not a Democratic or a Republican
issue. It shouldn’t be seen as political currency. For the good of
the entire country, we need to act
to help the MTA—and we need
to act now.
Suozzi represents New York’s
3rd District and King represents
New York’s 2nd District.
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Whirl With Merle
SOMEHOW WE HAVE TO HANG IN THERE by Merle Exit
I received my stimulus check
and I’m going to Disney World!
Oh, that’s right, it’s closed. I
guess I will ride up and down
my stair lifts a few times and at
least once in the dark. Okay, I
will get a makeover. I’ll go to the
beauty salon and get a haircut and
pedicure. No good, either...that’s
closed. I suppose I’ll cut my own
hair and try to bend down and
clip my toenails. Then I’ll apply
Gold Bond to my feet and ankles.
Okay, I will have dinner out so
that someone will wait on me and
I won’t have to clean up afterward.
Not gonna work, either. Best is to
get take out delivered and try to
persuade my cat to serve it to me
and clean up afterward. Hey, I do
it for him! When pigs fly! I know,
I’ll go online and buy myself a
piece of clothing....oh, right...I’m
not going out so I might as well
just buy another duster! Well, we
all know where this money is going....to help pay property tax and
house insurance. Federal money

goes to the State. I can dream,
can’t I?
It appears that if the Corona
virus doesn’t get you, these killer
wasps will. Is this another plague?
Now the price of honey will go up
even if there is no affect. Why,
because greed will not go away.
Meat and other grocery issues
are compounded by truckers who
won’t come into New York City
without extra pay….in case you’re
wondering why these prices have
gone up…and at least one of the
reasons.
Mother’s Day is this weekend.
Remember that at this time moms
are playing several roles including
being teachers. I have a suggestion. How about the seafood at
Crossbay Shellfish Fish Market?
They can steam the lobsters for
you and you can order a tray of
cooked shrimp. Crab legs are
good as well, since they only
have to be heated up. How about
a dozen shucked oysters? Place
your order and pick it up curbside

on Saturday.
Pop on over to Prima Pasta just
down the block and get either the
one with Primavera Sauce (for
the vegetables and carbs) or the
Buscayola with mushrooms, peas,
chop meat, tomatoes and a touch
of cream. You’ll also get a bag of
bread free with your order. I am
not familiar with all of the Queens
neighborhoods, so I can’t provide
you with other places.
I had decided to do a comedy
radio show via blogtalkradio. Using my routines from my nightclub
act from several years ago. Much
of my comedy material never gets
outdated. It is difficult performing on the radio since you cannot
see the expressions on my face and
I don’t want to do it on youtube.
I am mustering up the energy for
the second show. I have not music
so the songs that I sing are done A
Capella. As for an audience, my
rubber chickens are seated along
beside me to react and give me
suggestions.

Check out: www.youtube.com/user/whirlwithmerle
my blog on www.merleswhirls.blogspot.com

IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
The “It’s In Queens” weekly
column has gone inside due to
COVID. Thanks to modern technology, local cultural venues will
offer film, music, comedy, enrichment, and even education over the
upcoming days.
● May 8, Spaceship Earth, May
24. The Museum of the Moving
Image streams this film on eight
visionaries who spent two years
isolated in “Biosphere 2” in the
1990s. They came together not as
scientists, but as a theater troupe
motivated by the ethos of learning
by doing, movingimage.us.
● May 8, With Gratitude, 8 pm.
Composer, multi-instrumentalist,
and Queens native Bria Monét
weaves soundcapes with an electric guitar and sings stories as part
of the Jamaica Center for Arts &
Learning’s new Fridays Nights
@JAC incubator series, jcal.org.
● May 8, Feast of the Epiphany,
May 24. The Museum of the
Moving Image streams this “docufictional diptych” about a young
woman who lovingly prepares
a meal for friends. The simple
gesture turns into a party and a
rumination on ways people form
communities, collaborations,
and support groups. There’s a
live online conversation with the
filmmakers on May 10 at 7 pm,
movingimage.us.
● May 8, Queens Storytellers
Online, 7:30 pm. David Lawson,
a regular fixture at QED Astoria
and the Astoria Bookshop, hosts a
night of funny, thought-provoking
tales by professional writers and

SpaceshipEarth
performers via Queens Theatre,
queenstheatre.org.
● May 8, Building Resilience
for Success in College, 3 pm. The
New York Hall of Science provides workshops and take-home
resources to assist high schoolers
in the college-application process.
Space is limited, so RSVP, nysci.
org.
● May 9, Ever with Love, Isamu,
10 am. Isamu Noguchi was an
avid traveler who relied on letters
to connect with friends. During
this live online event, a Noguchi
educator looks at his letters while
exploring projects, themes, and
topics related to his art and life,
noguchi.org.
● May 9, Remote Concert, 4 pm.
Maple Grove Cemetery streams
Finnish pianist Markus Kaitila as
he plays Beethoven, Schumann,
and others, friendsofmaplegrove.
org.
● May 9, The Generative Writing

Workshop: Getting to Know Your
Characters, 2:30 pm. Former Fulbright scholar Stephanie Jimenez
-- who has written for the Guardian; O, The Oprah Magazine; The
New York Times; and other publications -- discusses how to create
vivid characters and develop plots
via Lewis Latimer House Museum’s Literature Series. RSVP
for instructions, latimernow.org.
●
May 13, Virtual Jazz Jam:
Celebrating the Legacy of Louis
Armstrong, 7 pm. Flushing Town
Hall’s monthly Jazz session goes
online for the first time ever. Musicians improvise together. Don’t
play? Listen, flushingtownhall.
org.
● The Queens Tourism Council
produces “It’s In Queens” with the
hope that readers will enjoy the
borough’s wonderful attractions.
Due to COVID, the weekly column has temporarily gone inside.
More info at itsinqueens.com.
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Community to Relaunch Food Co-op
to Support Local Families During
COVID-19 Recovery
Golden Earthworm Organic
Farm, Just Food, the Greater
Flushing Chamber of Commerce,
Flushing Queens Macaroni Kid,
and local residents today announced the relaunch of Flushing
Community Supported Agriculture, a volunteer cooperative
that seeks to expand healthier
and sustainable food options for
area families in the post-COVID
recovery period.
The deadline to join Flushing
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) is Friday, May 15.
The application form to become
a member is available at www.
flushingcsa.com.
The relaunch of Flushing CSA
takes place amid the COVID-19
pandemic, which is wreaking
havoc throughout the American
food system. Tens of millions of
pounds of fruits and vegetables
are rotting in fields as food banks
across the nation scramble to meet
a massive surge in demand, a twopronged disaster that has deprived
farmers of billions of dollars in
revenue while millions of newly
jobless Americans struggle to feed
their families.
By leveraging a stable food supply chain, CSA ensures residents
in our highly affected area have
consistent access to nutritious
food, while also directly supporting the local economy. The
Flushing CSA helps to maintain
the critical connection with our
farmers during this difficult time
to keep our families and theirs
healthy, while also supporting
local jobs and creating important
community relationships.
Shares in the 2020 Flushing
CSA Season will cost $598 a year
and provide 25 weeks of vegetables -- or about $24 a week of food
-- enough to feed an entire family.
“Flushing CSA is a fantastic
value. It seems a bit high upfront,
but breaks down to less than
$25 a week. $25 at a farmers
market doesn’t buy 5-7 varieties
of organic vegetables, but that’s
what we get every week from
our CSA,” stated Emily Griffin
Sheahan, publisher of Flushing
Queens Macaroni Kid. “And I
love the personal connection. I
have met our farmers, my children have run in their fields with
the farmer’s kids. It’s really nice
knowing exactly where our food
comes from and exactly where our
money is going.”
Confidential financial assistance is available to those who
cannot afford the full season
price thanks to the generosity of
local business owners and CSA
members who donate to support
families in need.
Members pick up their share
weekly on Thursday evening at
a central neighborhood location.
Flushing CSA vegetables will
come directly from the Golden
Earthworm Organic Farm in Long
Island and are delivered directly to
members – with no middle man
or additional handling of food.
This system reduces the risk of
contamination as well as limits
the carbon footprint and fits the
“100 mile” criteria for “locavores”
who prefer to eat food grown by
local farmers.

CSA stands for Community
Supported Agriculture, an alternative model established in
the 1960s by consumer groups
concerned about food safety and
the urbanization of agricultural
land. CSA groups are generally
40-100 members and are supplied directly by local farms;
most CSA farms are organic,
which means they do not use any
synthetic chemicals to grow their
food. A CSA farm, depending on
its size and scale, generally supplies up to a thousand local CSA
groups. Members pay once up
front, usually in the spring, and
then wait for the harvest season,
which usually runs from June to
November. Once a week, for six
months, CSA members receive a
“share” of whatever is ripe that
week -- delivered to a central
pick-up site in the neighborhood
by the farmer. A typical share
includes about 5 to 8 different
types of vegetables and generally
feeds a family of three adults or
two adults and two children. Share
vegetables are typically picked,
washed, packed and delivered to
the CSA sites within 24 hours,
ensuring freshness.
“There is no doubt that the
fresh organic vegetables obtained
through the CSA have encouraged the healthy and adventurous
eating habits of my three young
children,” stated Kate Feuer, long
standing member and local resident. “Since joining Flushing CSA
I have had the joy of experiencing
vegetables that I never had eaten
before and it has encouraged me to
get really creative in the kitchen. I
feel good about supporting a local,
organic farm with the most virtuous intentions. I look forward
to the start of every season with
excitement and I enjoy seeing all
the familiar faces of members that
make up the Flushing CSA family.
I can honestly say that my only
regret is not becoming a member
earlier.”
What makes joining a CSA
unique is the concept of “shared
risk.” Residents buy a membership and get a selection of vegetables each week; sometimes
friends, neighbors and extended
family split a share. There is no
choice as to what you get each
week – you simply get what is ripe
(although members often swap
vegetables with other members if
they have specific preferences).
If there is a storm or blight that
knocks out tomatoes, members
simply won’t get any that season.
Of course, on the flip side, if it’s
a bonanza season for zucchini,
members might get a dozen a week
for a month. Buying into a CSA
means you share in the bounty
and the pitfalls of the crop season.
“By relaunching Flushing CSA,
we hope to empower our neighbors to learn about our ecology
and demand a healthier, more vital
food system that supports local
communities, stated John Choe,
executive director of the Greater
Flushing Chamber of Commerce.
We not only eat healthier and help
our community become more
resilient through Flushing CSA,
(Continued on page 9)
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Myth busters
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HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 5/7/20 - 5/13/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Things are not as smooth as you
would like at work. Take time to
visit or call someone who is ill.
Do not let others exhaust you
financially. Your lucky numbers
are 2,1,4.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Keep an open mind when dealing with kids. Don’t argue with
your mate. Positive changes
are coming. Your lucky numbers are 4,3,9.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Harsh situations at home may be
extremely upsetting this week.
You have done all you can do
to smooth this out. Your lucky
numbers are 5,3,7.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Someone you care about may
let you down or criticize your
methods. You must take care of
health problems that have been
lingering. Your lucky numbers
are 6,4,3.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
You may want to get involved in
a financial situation presented to
you. Consider starting your own
business. Look for a marketable
gimmick. Your lucky numbers
are 8,4,3.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Do not al ienate you r loved
ones. You can expect opposition f rom family as well as
colleagues.
Social activity
shou ld b e on you r age nd a .
Your lucky numbers are 2,5,3.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Check your work and be sure
that it’s correct before you do
your presentation. Consider the
source before you believe what
you hear. Your lucky numbers
are 6,3,1.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Cu rb you r impulse to make
lavish purchases. Get involved
in self improvement programs.
Watch your investments closely. You r luck y nu mbers are
7,1,2.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Your hard work is due to pay
you back finally. Get ready to
seek new direction. You need to
concentrate on solving existing
problems. Your lucky numbers
are 9,1,6.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You should take good care of
your health, get lots of rest
and get a physical check up.
Look before you leap into any
financial ventures. Your lucky
numbers are 3,2,9.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Use your creative talent in order to complete any seemingly
insurmountable tasks. You may
find yourself interested in more
than one person. Your lucky
numbers are 2,5,4.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
This may not be your week to
relax. Take time to look at any
outdated papers or possible
investments. Don’t overspend
to impress others. Your lucky
numbers are 3,8,5.

Adding pepper to your soup or
other meals DOES NOT prevent
or cure COVID-19
Hot peppers in your food, though
very tasty, cannot prevent or cure
COVID-19. The best way to protect
yourself against the new coronavirus is to keep at least 1 metre away
from others and to wash your hands
frequently and thoroughly. It is also
beneficial for your general health to
maintain a balanced diet, stay well
hydrated, exercise regularly and
sleep well.

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles
“Try & Find”

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Cocoapuffs
Omelette
Bearclaw
Doughnut
Biscuit

Sausage
Oatmeal
Pancake
Danish
Coffee

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Spraying and introducing bleach
or another disinfectant into your
body W ILL NOT protect you
against COVID-19 and can be
dangerous
Do not under any circumstance
spray or introduce bleach or any
other disinfectant into your body.
These substances can be poisonous
if ingested and cause irritation and
damage to your skin and eyes.
Bleach and disinfectant should be
used carefully to disinfect surfaces
only. Remember to keep chlorine
(bleach) and other disinfectants out
of reach of children.

B R E A K FA ST I T E M S

Hardboiled
Cornflakes
Croissant
Cantalope
Scrambled

SUDOKU

There are currently no drugs
licensed for the treatment or prevention of COVID-19
While several drug trials are ongoing, there is currently no proof that
hydroxychloroquine or any other
drug can cure or prevent COVID-19.
The misuse of hydroxychloroquine
can cause serious side effects and
illness and even lead to death. WHO
is coordinating efforts to develop
and evaluate medicines to treat COVID-19.

TRY AND FIND

Frenchtoast
Orangejuice
Blueberries
Hashbrowns
Strawberry
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ACROSS
1. Briefly shut the eyes
6. Move furtively
11. A radioactive gaseous element
12. Discover
15. Benni
16. Fable
17. Cap
18. Be uncomfortably hot
20. Take in slowly
21. Analogous
23. French for “State”
24. Vitality
25. Gambling game
26. Small songbird
27. Jail (British)
28. Therefore
29. Atmosphere
30. 1000 kilograms
31. A person of no influence
34. Gulleys
36. Biblical boat
37. Austrian peaks
41. By mouth
42. Anagram of “Ties”
43. Anger
44. Prying
45. Leave out
46. One who accomplishes
47. Lyric poem
48. Chauffeurs
51. Henpeck
52. Revere
54. Cut
56. Quicken
57. A type of bandage
58. Blocks
59. Velocity

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

DOWN
1. Surf
2. Enduring
3. Actress Lupino
4. French for “Names”
5. Was cognizant
6. Ruler
7. Arm of the sea
8. Doe
9. Delay
10. Ablation
13. Triviality
14. Hoopla
15. Vibrate
16. Choice
19. Creepy
22. Midday
24. A cord worn around the neck
26. Sickens
27. Snagged
30. Kid
32. Petroleum
33. Hackneyed
34. Stiff
35. Insecticide
38. Exalt
39. Delighted
40. Twilled fabric
42. Hits
44. Exploded star
45. Give a speech
48. Blah
49. Trailer trucks
50. Break
53. Large Australian flightless bird
55. Prompt
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Pheffer Amato Teams Up With NYPD, City
Agency and Local Volunteers to Distribute
Food Refused by Co-Op Board for Seniors

THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2020

Meng: Postal Service Renews Lease For
Kew Gardens Post Office

(Continued from page 1)
Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway
Beach), joined with the New York
City Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD),
the NYPD 100th Precinct, and
local volunteers to distribute food
to seniors at Dayton Beach Park
(DBP) which was refused by their
Co-Op Board. The food, refused
by DBP, ended up at neighboring
Dayton Towers (DT) for storage.
Over 400 boxes of packaged groceries were delivered to seniors
in all 5 buildings that make up
the DBP complex by numerous
volunteers from HPD, and over 40
local volunteers who helped with
transportation and distribution.
“When I found out that the
board of directors refused the
delivery of the food, I couldn’t
believe what I was hearing,” Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer
Amato said. “At a time like this,
our community always steps up
for those who are the most vulnerable, and today was no exception.
I am proud of my community who
came from all parts of my district,
and our neighbors throughout the
borough of Queens, to make sure

our senior citizens were able to get
the food they need. I want to thank
all of the volunteers who came out
to help us, the NYPD 100th Precinct, the Dayton Towers Board
of Directors, members from 32BJ
in Dayton Towers who helped us
load the food into the volunteers
cars, and HPD for understanding
the magnitude of this issue and
helping distribute the food.”
This is not the first instance of
improper behavior by the board,
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer
Amato joined shareholders who

filed an Article 78 against the
Board of Directors, which has
not facilitated an election in the
buildings for over three years,
amongst other indiscretions. Additionally, in January 2018 the NYC
Department of Investigations filed
an extensive report confirming
numerous improprieties with both
the board and former management company. Assemblywoman
Stacey Pheffer Amato is also a
member of the New York State
Assembly Working Group on
Mitchell-Lama Housing.

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz Introduces
The Office’s Conviction Integrity Unit

Queens District Attorney
Melinda Katz has announced
that the new Conviction Integrity
Unit she established on January 1,
2020, has been actively working
to make sure that no one has been
wrongfully convicted of a crime
in Queens County. This Unit is
the District Attorney’s signature
initiative and one of the first
promises she made to the people
of Queens when she endeavored
to become the County’s top law
enforcement officer. To date, the
Conviction Integrity Unit has
received 46 cases for review with
several active investigations currently underway. This is the first
of a series of weekly releases announcing the DA’s newest bureaus
and units within the Office.
“No one is perfect. No system
is without flaws. And we know,
without a doubt, that mistakes can
happen, resulting in a miscarriage
of justice,” said District Attorney
Katz. “It is vitally important to
have a Unit that is dedicated to
reviewing credible cases and

empowered to make recommendations on anyone who should be
exonerated if found to be wrongfully convicted.”
Continuing, said the District
Attorney,”Without a doubt, a
wrongful conviction destroys a
life. But, it also devastates that
wrongfully convicted person’s
family. It is worth noting that
when an innocent individual is
locked away for a crime he or
she did not commit, it means
the guilty party has evaded justice and is free to commit other
crimes.”
The District Attorney sought
out a proven leader for this Conviction Integrity Unit - someone
who has a long track record identifying and proving cases of actual
innocence. Unit Director Bryce
Benjet most recently worked at the
Innocence Project where he was a
clinical professor at Cardozo Law
School and handled a national
docket of 25 to 30 cases focusing
on DNA testing and other forensic
science evidence.
The Unit is also expanding the
staff with qualified and talented
team members. We have added
Senior Assistant District Attorney
Alexis Celestin, an experienced
prosecutor formerly with the
Westchester DA’s Office. Additional seasoned attorneys and
investigators will join the Unit in
the coming months. We are also
in discussions to establish a law
school clinic through which law
students will assist in screening

and investigating cases.
In just 4 months, 46 cases have
been submitted to the Conviction
Integrity Unit. At this point, the
Unit has opened 10 active re-investigations of these cases which
include a ground-up re-evaluation
of the case, interviewing new
witnesses, and the use of DNA
and other forensic testing where
available.
Out of the 46 cases submitted,
6 have been closed. Some were
withdrawn from further consideration or have been referred to
the appropriate jurisdictions or
other bureaus within the Queens
District Attorney’s Office.
The CIU’s mandate is to reinvestigate and resolve credible
claims of actual innocence or
wrongful convictions. In addition
to the hard work of traditional
fact investigation, the Unit will
utilize cutting-edge DNA technology and other state-of-the-art
forensic techniques to ensure the
confidence of previous convictions. The Unit’s work will be
informed by research on proven
exonerations nationwide involving eyewitness misidentification,
unreliable scientific evidence and
false confessions.
District Attorney Katz added
that, our entire criminal justice
system is built on the belief that
one is innocent until proven
guilty. But if someone is wrongfully convicted that undermines
the faith we all have in our criminal justice system.

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) announced today that
the United States Postal Service
has renewed its lease for the post
office in Kew Gardens, Queens.
The Postal Service informed
Meng’s office that the new lease
will be for five years from August

1, 2021 to July 31, 2026.
The current lease expires on
July 31, 2021.
Last month, Meng asked the
Postal Service about the future of
the facility after members of the
community expressed concern
that the lease may not be renewed.
“The decision to renew the
lease for the Kew Gardens Post
Office is great news for the community,” said Meng. “I thank the
Postal Service for its commitment
to this facility, and to those who
live in the area. This post office
provides important postal services
to neighborhood residents at a convenient location, and I’m pleased
that it will continue to serve the
community for years to come.”
The facility is located at 83-30
Austin Street, which is in Meng’s
congressional district.
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Catholic Charities Brooklyn and Queens Brings Food to
Elmhurst Residents in Need
Catholic Charities Brooklyn and
Queens assisted more than 1,382
residents and their families at an
Emergency Pop-Up Food Distribution event held today at St. Bartholomew Catholic Church located
in the Elmhurst section of Queens,
a community severely impacted by
the COVID-19 pandemic.
Throughout the course of the
four-hour event grab-and-go style
event, 1,220 meal bags containing
three meals each for a family of
three, were given out for a total of
10,980 meals. An additional 162
families received bags of produce
and $25 supermarket gift cards.
At the conclusion of this event,
Catholic Charities Brooklyn and
Queens has now surpassed 40,000
meals provided at emergency PopUp Food Distribution sites over the
past three and a half weeks. These
events are organized and funded
by Catholic Charities Brooklyn
and Queens as a direct response

to neighbors in need in both boroughs. To help, donate to Catholic
Charities Brooklyn and Queens at
www.ccbq.org.
Catholic Charities Brooklyn

and Queens is also offering access to supportive services via
their call center, and assistance
with behavioral health services
via tele-health.

Meng Seeks Coronavirus Relief for Bodegas, Ethnic Grocery
Stores and Small Independent Supermarkets in NYC

Congresswoman leads letter to
House leaders calling for assistance to be included in next
COVID-19 relief package
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) has announced that she

led members of the New York
Congressional Delegation in a letter to House leaders calling for the
next coronavirus relief bill to provide critical and needed assistance
for bodegas, ethnic grocery stores
and small independent supermarkets, many of which are located
throughout New York City.
In her correspondence, which
was signed by 12 other New York
members of Congress, Meng seeks
direct help for these establishments by requesting grants for
refrigeration units, connections
with farms, hazard pay for frontline employees, and exempting
wages from federal income taxes.
Her letter also seeks assistance for
members of the public who shop
at these retailers which would inturn help those businesses. These

requests include increased funding for food assistance, providing
stimulus checks to individuals
with Individual Taxpayer Identification Numbers and allowing
unemployment insurance regardless of citizenship status.
“New York City has approximately 13,000 bodegas, ethnic
grocery stores and other small
independent supermarkets,” said
Meng. “They serve a critical need
for many communities in Queens
and across New York City and
cater to specific cultural food
preferences for the neighborhoods
they serve. They too are feeling
the financial impact of the COVID-19 crisis and deserve relief.
We must not forget about them as
Congress prepares to work on its
next stimulus package.“

Assembly Member Aravella Simotas and Senator Jessica
Ramos Introduce Bill to Ban State Tax Credits for Greedy
Federal Corporate Bailout Recipients
NYS Assembly Member
Aravella Simotas and Senator
Jessica Ramos have introduced
a bill (A10291/S8230) to prohibit federal corporate bailout
recipients who engage in stock
buybacks from receiving New
York State tax credits. As the
COVID-19 pandemic creates
the need for cor porations to
seek federal bailout assistance,
companies need to be prevented
from using such funds for their
own gain by buying back their
own stock. Financial assistance
should instead be used to help
provide a company’s employees
the necessary paid leave and
benefits to get through the current pandemic.
Assembly Member Aravella
Simotas said, “Now is not the
time to allow these cor porations to benefit off the backs of
hard-working New Yorkers. This
self-serving practice should not
be funded by federal aid bailouts.
The goal of these bailouts should
be to help struggling companies
survive, not let them manipulate

Assembly Member Aravella Simotas

NYS Senator Jessica Ramos

the system for personal gain.
No corporation that engages in
these unethical tactics deserves
to take advantage of tax credits
in our state.”
Simotas and Ramos said that
stock buybacks have no place in
these unprecedented times. Now
is the time for everyone to stand
together and act for the greater
good. Federal aid should be used
to support the needs of the many,
rather than the greed of the few.
“We need to make sure that

any financial assistance companies in New York receive go
toward paying workers the paid
leave and salary they are owed
in the face of the COVID-19
pandemic. For too long, greedy
corporations have used federal
emergency aid and tax breaks to
protect their own wealth, but this
bill will ensure these companies
cannot double dip in government aid that would otherwise
provide a huge relief to working
families,” said Senator Ramos.
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Join the Crumb Club and Support
Frontline Workers

A Social Services Agency Makes
a Sweet Deal with a Local Baker
Some deals are big. Others are
sweet. Still more are fantastic.
This one combines all three.
Jamaica-based Queens Centers
for Progress has joined forces
with MumsKitchens NYC to create the Crumb Club.
Anybody can join. There’s
a monthly fee that helps QCP
provide safety equipment to the
nonprofit’s staffers who are providing round-the-clock care to
people with developmental and
physical disabilities during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
In exchange, MumsKitchens
bakes sweet treats and ships them
to members once a month.
There are a few participation levels. (Gift certificates are
available.)
• Pay $35 for The Snack Pack
and receive four samples each
month.
• Pay $50 for The Smart Cookie
and get 12 samples per month.

• Pay $100 for The Sweet Life
and enjoy 12 cookies and three
brownies a month.
St. Albans resident Tress Walker, who was born in Barbados, is
one of the matriarchs who form
MumsKitchens, whose name
pays homage to her procreator,
aunts, and heritage. They make
a wide variety of Caribbean cuisine with a signature savory dish
featuring Grand Mama’s recipe
for codfish balls with a mangopineapple dipping sauce created
by Walker’s generation.
The dessert menu includes
coconut raisin breads and brownies made with chocolate, tropical
fruits and liqueurs. Walker is
a regular vendor at the Queens
Night Market, PopUp NY, Hester
Street Fair, and New York Wine
Events when there’s no pandemic.
Editor’s note: MumsKitchens
uses a facility that also manufactures products that might contain
eggs, gluten, milk, tree nuts,
wheat, and other known food
allergens.

Pheffer Amato Condemns Co-Op Board
over Food Delivery Withholding:
“Release this Food!”

Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway
Beach), issued a statement regarding the Mitchell-Lama Dayton
Beach Park Co-Op Board of Directors (DBP) decision to withhold
city-sponsored, New York City
Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD)

distributed vital food deliveries from senior citizens in their
buildings.
“At a time where we need to
be protecting and looking out
for our most vulnerable citizens,
our seniors, the DBP decision to
withhold food deliveries from
senior citizens is unthinkable
and appalling. Right now, there is
fresh food waiting to be delivered
while many New Yorkers are unable to leave their homes to go to
a grocery store, and the board has
declined and denied the delivery. I
have been working with the Commissioner of HPD to come to a
solution ensuring that the senior
citizens in DBP get the food they
need. I can’t believe I have to say
this, but to the DBP Co-Op Board:
You must release this food to the
hundreds of senior citizens living
in the DBP complex.”
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LGBTQ Leaders Endorse Aravella Simotas for Re-Election

Stonewall Democratic Club of
New York City, Senator Brad
Hoylman and Assembly Member Danny O’Donnell endorse
Assembly Member Aravella
Simotas
Assembly Member Aravella
Simotas picked up endorsements
from Stonewall Democratic Club
of New York City, Senator Brad
Hoylman and Assembly Member
Danny O’Donnell in her campaign
for re-election in Assembly District
36 in northwest Queens.
“It is such an honor to earn the
support of these powerhouses in
the LGBTQ rights movement,”
Simotas said. “Throughout my
time in office, I have been proud
to serve as an ally to the LGBTQ
community and support historic
civil rights legislation in New York.
The fight is far from over and I will
not stop working until we ensure
that all New Yorkers are treated
with dignity and respect.”

”Assemblywoman Simotas has
been a strong and unwavering ally
to queer and trans communities
during her tenure. The Stonewall
Democratic Club of NYC is proud
to support her reelection and we
look forward to continuing to
work with her to advance the civil
rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and intersex communities. This includes supporting the passage of her own bill to
provide protections to LGBT older
adults.” - Brian Romero, President
of the Stonewall Democratic Club
of NYC.
“The Stonewall Democratic
Club of New York City has been at
the forefront of the movement for
civil rights for decades,” Simotas
said. “I am humbled to earn their
endorsement and stand together
in the fight for LGBTQ equality.”
“Throughout her time in office,
Aravella has been an ally. Together
we fought to advance LGBTQ
rights long before we had an all
democratic conference. I am proud
to support her re-election so we
can continue to advocate for equality and fairness for the LGBTQ
community in New York.” - State
Senator Brad Hoylman.
“I’ve been privileged to join
forces with Senator Hoylman on
a number of bills including the
LGBT Long-Term Care Facility
Bill of Rights,” Simotas said. “I
am honored to have his support
and I look forward to continuing
to partner on measures to advance
justice and equality in our state.”
“From the moment she took office, Aravella was unequivocal in
her support of marriage equality,
and has always been a steadfast ad-

vocate for the LGBTQ community.
Aravella has fought for legislation
to combat discrimination and violence towards LGBTQ New Yorkers, and ensure same-sex couples
can build the families they choose.
I am proud to give Aravella my
endorsement.” - State Assembly
Member Danny O’Donnell.
“Danny O’Donnell is a trailblazer in the legislature who led
the way on marriage equality and
critical reforms to keep our LGBTQ neighbors safe from violence
and intolerance,” Simotas said. “I
am truly grateful for his friendship
and support.”
Assembly Member Simotas has
been a champion of LGBTQ rights
in the Assembly since she first
took office in 2011. She has cosponsored measures including the
Marriage Equality Act, GENDA,
the ban on conversion therapy for
minors, and legalization of gestational surrogacy.
Last year, Simotas authored and
successfully passed legislation that
strengthened protections against
discrimination based on sexual
orientation and gender identity in
the workplace and insurance coverage for infertility. She is currently
fighting to establish a bill of rights
for LGBTQ elders in long-term
care facilities and prohibit judges
from discriminating against transgender parents in child custody
cases.
Assembly Member Simotas was
also endorsed by the Jim Owles
Liberal Democratic Club in February. The primary will be held
on June 23.
To learn more, visit www.
aravella.com .

Meng, Hevesi, Persaud And Koslowitz Lead 94 New York
Elected Officials From Congress, State Legislature And
City Council in Letter to President Trump Calling For More
Funding For Critical Safety Net Programs For NY
Correspondence urges President
to support expanding programs
such as food assistance, paid
leave and unemployment insurance in next coronavirus relief
package
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens), State Senator Roxanne
Persaud (D-Brooklyn), Assembly
Member Andrew Hevesi (DQueens) and Council Member
Karen Koslowitz (D-Queens) led
94 New York elected officials
from all levels of government in
urging President Trump to support
the expansion of critical safety net
programs for New Yorkers, as N.Y.
continues its fight against COVID-19. These programs include
food assistance for children and
seniors, hazard pay for essential
workers, paid sick leave, additional
funding for unemployment benefits and other essential initiatives.
The letter is signed by New York
elected officials from Congress,
the New York State Legislature and
New York City Council.
New York City is the epicenter
of the coronavirus health crisis,
and the experiences of its hospitals

and frontline health care workers,
social service providers, municipal
employees, educators, and other
unsung heroes have served as both
examples and warnings for regions
facing later COVID-19 peak timelines. These lessons should serve as
a critical guide in the next stimulus
package.
“Over 30 million Americans—
including 1.6 million New Yorkers—have filed for unemployment
benefits since the beginning of the
pandemic; this underscores how
dire the situation is for millions
of people,” said Congresswoman
Meng. “New York City is the
epicenter of the COVID-19 health
crisis and critical human service
programs like SNAP, child nutrition programs, WIC and TEFAP
need more support than ever.
These programs protect our most
vulnerable from falling through
the cracks. The President already
has the authority to expand the capacity of some of these programs,
and doing so will ease the burden
of this crisis on our most vulnerable. He should move quickly to
expand those programs and work
with Congress to supercharge the

accounts with funds. I thank my
fellow elected officials for joining me in this timely letter to the
President.”
“We simply can wait no longer
for this assistance,” said Assemblyman Hevesi. “New York has served
as the nation’s spearhead during
the pandemic, and we have set
the standard of how a responsible
government reacts to a crisis. We
have saved countless lives, and now
we need the federal government to
do its part.”
“New Yorkers are suffering right
now,” said Senator Persaud, Chair
of the Social Services Committee.
“Without additional assistance
from our federal government,
more New Yorkers will go hungry,
especially our vulnerable populations. The need for food is at a
critical level and immediate action
is needed. If the national statistics
aren’t telling enough, look at the
growing lines outside of community food pantries across our state.”
“It cannot be emphasized
enough that every funding request
in this letter has life and death
implications,” said Councilwoman
Koslowitz.

Visit us at www.facebook.com/queenstimes or
visit our website www.queenstimes.com

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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Ikea Retail U.S. Donates Thousands of Goods to Queens
Families At-Risk During Covid-19 Crisis
New Bedding, Towels, Batteries,
Children’s Items to CommunityBased Organizations, Shelters
Acting Queens Borough President Sharon Lee has announced a
partnership with IKEA Retail U.S.
to provide thousands of products
such as new bedding, towels and
children’s items to Queens nonprofit community-based organizations and shelters for distribution
amongst families throughout the
borough.
The contribution of IKEA goods
is part of a nationwide initiative
announced last week to donate
$1.6 million worth of products and
supplies to support communities
around the country most severely
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.
“Queens is proud to partner
with IKEA and thanks them for
this swift, generous donation of
much-needed items to help families during the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Borough President
LEE. “We are deeply grateful to
our non-profit community partners for their brave, unwavering
commitment to serve and protect
the most vulnerable.”
“We recognize the role we
can play in helping people during the COVID-19 crisis, and we
are proud to support relief efforts
in Queens with a donation of
much-needed products including
bedding and bath linens,” said
IKEA Area Manager SHAHAB
MOLLAEI. “As a company that
cares deeply about people and the
planet, our thoughts remain with
those in the Queens community
and elsewhere who are directly
affected by the virus and those
working tirelessly to help them.”
On Thursday, April 30, Borough President Lee will facilitate
the distribution of nearly 12,000
donated items to Queens CBOs
or facilities serving at-risk populations, including:
• 100 Suits for 100 Men in Jamaica
• Briarwood Family Residence
in Briarwood
• CORE Services Group Beach
House in Arverne
• Forestdale, Inc. in Forest Hills
• Garden of Hope
•
Homes for the Homeless in
Jamaica
• Hour Children in Long Island
City
• Korean American Family Services Center
• LifeWay Network, Inc.
• Restful Nights Organization,
Inc. in Jamaica
• Safe Horizon
• Transitional Services for New
York, Inc. in Whitestone
•
Voces Latinas in Jackson
Heights
• Women for Afghan Women
• Womankind
The Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey will assist with the
distribution of the donated IKEA
items to CBOs.
The donated IKEA items
include:

• 864 bed spreads (57-58 each)
• 816 bed sheets (54-55 each)
• 1,920 wash cloths (128 each)
• 1,440 hand towels (96 each)
• 864 bath towels (57-58 each)
• 2,560 AAA batteries (170-171
each)
• 1,260 AA batteries (84 each)
•
180 children’s train sets (12
each)
• 1,424 children’s weaving looms
(94-95 each)
• 1,425 children’s mixed paint
sets (94-95 each)
• 2,160 children’s paint brushes
(144 each)
• 444 packages of mixed paper
(29-30 each)
“On behalf of CORE Services
Group Beach House, we thank
IKEA and the Queens Borough
President’s Office for these kind
gifts to support our residents during these very difficult times,”
said CORE Services Group Beach
House Program Director JULIO
DEJESUS.
“We want our families to feel as
safe and supported as possible during this difficult time,” said Homes
for the Homeless Administrator
MICHAEL FAHY. “Thank you
to the Queens Borough President’s
Office for facilitating this thoughtful donation from IKEA. Community partnerships like this are so
critical in helping us supplement
our day-to-day service needs.”
“The Korean American Family Service Center is thankful for
the generosity and friendship of
Acting Borough President Lee,”
said Korean American Family
Service Center Executive Director JEEHAE FISCHER. “Our
immigrant survivors of domestic
violence including the residents
at our emergency shelter are now,
more than ever, vulnerable and
face an uncertain future. This donation comes at the perfect time as
we are all tightening our belts due
to financial ramifications of COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic.”
“Transitional Services for New
York is so grateful to Borough
President Lee for facilitating a
donation of much-needed supplies
from IKEA during this challenging time, as many of our residents
are in isolation along with the rest
of the state,” said Transitional
Services for New York, Inc. CEO
LARRY GRUBLER. “IKEA has
stepped up to the plate and we are
so grateful.”
“We are very humbled to receive
this donation from IKEA, which
will go to the men and women who
are re-entering our community,
helping them re-enter with dignity,” said 100 Suits for 100 Men
Founder KEVIN LIVINGSTON.
“We are very appreciative of the
support from Borough President
Lee and IKEA.”
“Thank you to IKEA and Borough President Lee for keeping the
survivors and families we serve in
your thoughts. The generous donations and support are critical in
meeting the needs of our families
in a time of crisis,” said Womankind Associate Director of Resi-

dential Programs SHAN HUANG.
“This will surely improve the
lives of so many, bringing them a
sense of ease and comfort as they
journey through refuge, recovery,
and renewal.”
“In these unprecedented
times, many non-governmental
organizations are locked out from
being able to purchase essential
domestic supplies and personal
protective equipment,” said LifeWay Network Executive Director
MARION KENDALL. “LifeWay
is extremely grateful for the support of Queens Borough President
Sharon Lee and her office, which
understands our plight and quickly
moved to lend the kind of support
necessary to keep our business going. We are deeply moved by the
generosity of the Queens Borough
President and her staff.”
“Women for Afghan Women
(WAW) is grateful to the Queens
Borough President and IKEA for
considering us for this donation,”
said Women for Afghan Women
US Country Director NAHEED
SAMADI BAHRAM. “The donation will go to the low-income
Afghan, Muslim and immigrant
families in Queens who are either
survivors of domestic violence and
families who have been affected
by COVID-19. Our community
has lost a number of people to
COVID-19 and this donation
will greatly help their grieving
families.”
“Voces Latinas thanks IKEA
for their generous donation of
household goods to the families
in Western Queens. Voces Latinas
targets immigrant Latinos living
with HIV and violence, many of
which have compromised immune
systems, and our community
has sadly been one of the most
impacted by COVID-19,” said
Voces Latinas Executive Director NATHALY RUBIO-TORIO.
“Many of the clients we serve are
among the essential workers who
risk their lives every day to keep
the city running. We’re thankful
and most gracious that IKEA recognizes this and understands the
level of need in our community at
this time.”
“The right gift at the right
moment can have meaning for a
lifetime. Forestdale is so grateful
for this demonstration of compassion by IKEA. This generous gift
will help hundreds of families
who are struggling in the face
of tragic losses and the hardship
of lost wages,” said Forestdale,
Inc. Executive Director BILL
WEISBERG. “Families see that
they can count on the broader
community — companies like
IKEA, leaders like Acting Borough President Sharon Lee, and
Forestdale’s staff and supporters
— for clothing, household items,
food, and medical supplies. This
donation of linens and towels from
IKEA represents fewer things
for families to worry about, and
the toys for children are coming
at a crucial time when they need
entertainment and joy.”
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Community to Relaunch Food Co-op
to Support Local Families During
COVID-19 Recovery
(Continued from page 4)
but also support a local economy
less dependent on breakdowns in
the global supply chain.”
Joining a CSA is a way to help
urbanites feel a connection to their
environment. Not only are you
getting fresh, local produce, but
suddenly things like the weather
take on new importance. A rainy
season isn’t just a concern to CSA
members because they can’t wear
their suede boots or need to remember their umbrella – rain will

affect what vegetables they get. A
heat wave, or a cold snap directly
inf luence crops and therefore
CSA members. Joining a CSA
helps people feel a connection to
their environment and impact a
person’s view of their world in a
way conventional shopping simply
cannot.
For more information, visit
www.FlushingCSA.com or flushingcsa@gmail.com or visit the
Just Food network of CSA cooperatives in New York City at www.
JustFood.org.

Schumer, Gillibrand Announce Nearly
$1 Million in Federal Funding For
Telehealth Services
U.S. Senate Minority Leader
Charles E. Schumer and U.S.
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand today
announced $980,062 in federal
funding to provide telehealth services for New Yorkers affected
by the coronavirus outbreak. The
funding was allocated through
the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) COVID-19
Telehealth Program as part of
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES).
Telehealth Program funding will
help con nect providers with
patients during the COVID-19
pandemic, while preventing unnecessary visits to over-crowded
hospitals and emergency rooms.
The fourth round of Telehealth Program funding awarded
$729,118 to The Institute for Family Health in New Paltz, one of the
largest federally qualified health
center networks in New York. This
funding will serve 16 community
centers, including group homes for
the developmentally disabled, and
will provide telehealth visits for
primary medical and preventive
care, mental health care, and care
management services.
Additionally, the New York
Psychotherapy and Counseling
Center in Jamaica, New York
received $126,799 to implement
telehealth services for low-income
and at-risk patients struggling
with mental health issues.
In New Hyde Park, the Parker
Jewish Institute for Health Care

and Rehabilitation was awarded
$97,965 for remote monitoring
devices to care for elderly and
chronically ill patients in its 527bed nursing facility and rehabilitation center.
The Service Program for Older
People, Inc. in New York City was
awarded $26,180 to provide comprehensive mental health services
to adults aged 55 and older who
are at high risk of contracting
COVID-19.
“As COVID-19 continues to
sweep through New York, leaving no community untouched, it’s
imperative that New York communities have the tools necessary
to keep up the fight against the
pandemic,” said Senator Schumer.
“I am proud to have secured this
vital funding for telehealth programs that will help New Yorkers
get through this crisis, and I will
continue to fight to make sure
that hospitals have the dollars
they need to keep both frontline
healthcare providers and patients
healthy.”
“As we combat the COVID-19
outbreak, affordable and effective
health care is crucial for the safety
of New Yorkers,” said Senator Gillibrand. “Telehealth services will
help ensure that high-risk populations have access to safe and
quality health care. I will continue
fighting for the resources needed
to keep both our communities and
health care workers safe during
this unprecedented health crisis.”

Rep. Maloney Celebrates Jewish
American Heritage Month
Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (D-NY) released the
following statement in recognition of Jewish American Heritage
Month.
“As we recognize Jewish American Heritage Month this May, we
celebrate this proud and vibrant
community that has helped form
the backbone of American history
and continues to play a critical role
in our national identity. Since the
foundation of our country, Jewish
Americans have made outstanding and indelible contributions to
our country’s social, cultural, and
scientific development. With this
celebration, we must also recognize
the threat of antisemitism and our
shared responsibility, as a nation,
to root it out of our society.
“To combat bigotry and hate,

we must be proactive, not just reactive. I believe that starts in our
classrooms. That is why I authored
H.R. 943, the Never Again Education Act. This bill, which passed
with overwhelmingly bipartisan
support out of the House of Representatives, will expand the US
Holocaust Memorial Museum’s
already impressive education
programming, and require the Museum to develop and disseminate
accurate, relevant, and accessible
resources to teachers across the
country. By providing educators
with these resources, we can help
them to teach about the Holocaust
and the dangers of antisemitism,
bigotry, and hate, and promote understanding. Children are not born
with hate in their hearts; it is up to
us to make sure they never learn it.”
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Assemblymember Simotas And Senator Hoylman Introduce
Bill Helping Elderly And Chronically ill New Yorkers Access
Life-Saving Medication During Covid-19 Pandemic
New Legislation Would Allow
New Yorkers To Pick Up Prescription Medication To Last
Longer Than 30 Days During The
COVID-19 State Of Emergency
Assemblymember Aravella
Si mot a s a nd Se n a t o r Br a d
Hoylman announced new legislation to help elderly and chronically ill New Yorkers access the
life-saving medication they need
during the COVID-19 state of
emergency.
Assemblymember Simotas said:
“Forcing New Yorkers to make
repeated trips to a pharmacy during this pandemic is both shortsighted and inconsiderate. As we
battle the ongoing public health
crisis from the novel coronavirus, it is troubling that the state
would continue forcing high risk
patients to visit a pharmacy each
month to access medications they
need. Lifting the 30-day limit on

controlled substance prescriptions
is a critical step to protect the
disabled community and ensure
all New Yorkers can follow social
distancing guidelines to flatten the
curve. This legislation will enable
immunocompromised patients to
safely manage chronic conditions
through this emergency and limit
needless risk of exposure to COVID-19.”
Senator Hoylman said: “Public health experts have a clear
message for New Yorkers: stay
home and stay safe. Making New
Yorkers who are susceptible to
COVID-19 visit a pharmacy to
fill prescriptions for lifesaving
medication is the equivalent of
double jeopardy. Our legislation
fixes this problem by lifting the
30-day limit on prescriptions for
controlled medication and reducing the number of trips New Yorkers need to take to the pharmacy
so they can stay healthy.”

Assemblymember Simotas
and Senator Hoylman’s legislation would create special rules for
prescription medication during the
COVID-19 state of emergency.
The bill would allow controlled
substances normally restricted to
a thirty-day supply to be issued
for greater than a thirty-day supply, exclusively during a state of
emergency. It would give New
Yorkers uninterrupted access to
medication used to treat seizures,
anxiety, ADHD, sleeping disorder,
and other conditions.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), people over 65 and immunocompromised people are at a
heightened risk from catching COVID-19 and experiencing serious
complications. There are at least
10 million immunocompromised
individuals nationwide, and 3.2
million elderly residents in New
York State alone.

NYS Department of Labor Directs All Employers to Provide
New Yorkers With Information they need to Apply For
Unemployment Benefits
The New York State Department of Labor today announced it
has directed all New York-based
employers to proactively provide
New Yorkers with the information they need to file for unemployment benefits. In a directive
sent to over 320,000 businesses,
the DOL reminded employers of
their legal obligation to provide
employees with their employer’s
N YS Employer Regist ration
Number, Federal Employer Identification Number (FEIN), and
full employer name and address.
The Department of Labor has
identified missing or incorrect
FEINs as the number one reason
New Yorkers’ unemployment
benefit applications cannot be
immediately processed -- once
that information is provided via
a phone call, DOL can complete
the claims process.
“Applying for unemployment
benefits can seem daunting and
overwhelming, especially during a public health crisis, and we
all have a responsibility to help
ease the burden on New Yorkers who are out of work,” NYS
Labor Commissioner Roberta
Reardon said. “The number one
reason New Yorkers’ applications
are incomplete is because they

are missing Federal Employer
Identification Numbers — and
today we are reminding businesses they are legally required
to provide this information so
former employees can easily file
complete applications and access
the benefits they deserve.”
When applying for unemployment benefits — including
both traditional unemployment
insurance and Pandemic Unemployment Assistance — New
Yorkers are asked for information
to identify their former employer,
which is used to validate an
individual’s wage history. This
includes their former employer’s
Federal Employer Identification
Number and the business entity’s
formal, legal name.
While this information is
included on New Yorkers’ tax
forms, including their W2, many
people do not keep it readily
available — evidenced by the
fact that the DOL has identified
a missing or incor rect FEIN
as the number one reason New
Yorkers’ unemployment applications cannot be processed. When
an unemployment application
contains a missing or incorrect
FEIN, it is marked by the DOL’s
system as “partially-complete,”

and requires a phone call between
the applicant and a DOL representative to resolve.
Under New York State Labor
Law, employers are required
to provide this information to
employees upon the termination of their employment. In the
directive sent to over 320,000
New York-based businesses, the
DOL reminded businesses of this
legal obligation and provided
an easy-to-complete form that
they can use to communicate the
information going forward. In
addition, the DOL directed employers to proactively provide this
information to employees who
have already lost their jobs due
to coronavirus-related impacts.
Since the beginning of the
coronavirus pandemic, the Department of Labor has received
and processed 1.4 million completed unemployment benefit
applications and distributed over
$3 billion in benefits. In addition,
the DOL has launched a “tech
surge” to increase its capacity
to serve New Yorkers and rolled
out a streamlined application that
allows individuals to seamlessly
apply for either traditional unemployment insurance or Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance.

Federal Judge Reinstates New York
Democratic Presidential Primary
(Continued from page 1)
“The removal of presidential
contenders from the primary ballot
not only deprived those candidates
of the chance to garner votes for the
Democratic Party’s nomination,”
Torres wrote in her opinion.
Yang sued the New York State
Board of Elections last week,
claiming the cancellation would
fundamentally deny voters the
right to choose our next candidate
for the office of President of the

United States.
A spokesman for the BOE
declined to comment, saying its
lawyers are reviewing the decision
and considering options.
Gov. Andrew Cuomo directed
the state Board of Election to mail
a postage-paid application for an
absentee ballot to all voters Friday,
giving them the option to vote by
mail for the June primaries amid
the coronavirus pandemic.
“Life is an option; you have an
election with only two options.

People can either go to the polls
or vote by absentee,” Cuomo said
during his daily briefing in Albany.
“We’re doing both.”
IMPORTANT NEW ELECTION
DEADLINES
Last day to postmark application to
register to vote – May 29
Last day to postmark application
for absentee ballot – June 16
Last day to postmark absentee ballot – June 22
Early Voting – June 13-21
Primary Election – June 23
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MTA Chairman and CEO Patrick J.
Foye Op-Ed in NY Daily News: “Why
we’re closing subways nightly: The
MTA chair explains the historic move
(Continued from page 3)
The reasoning is simple: to
ensure the safety of our employees
and customers.
Since the first known case
of COVID-19 hit New York on
March 1, we have taken strong
action. Our agency’s response to
COVID-19 set a national example
for other public transit systems.
And we have continued to monitor the situation and respond with
necessary improvements in realtime, with safety remaining the
top priority.
The overnight closures will
allow us to more aggressively and
efficiently disinfect our full fleet
of rolling stock, which comprises
thousands of train cars and buses,
every single day. Touchpoints at
all stations will continue to be
cleaned twice daily. We’ll also be
disinfecting crew and employee
workspaces at all agencies around
the clock. As Gov. Cuomo has
said, it’s going to take a herculean
effort.
The MTA has been scouring the
market for the best products to use
and methods for cleaning, from
ultraviolet light to antimicrobials
and electrostatic sprayers. We are
determined to minimize the risk
our riders and workers face due
to this invisible threat.
Even as ridership has fallen off
the cliff since the pandemic began
— dropping more than 90% — we
haven’t lost sight of the reality that
the overnight closures will affect
thousands of riders. We’ve been
analyzing data line-by-line at all
hours, and the decision to shut
down for four hours overnight
makes the most sense as it only
affects 2% of our overall ridership.
Still, I want to be clear: for
essential workers who need to
travel overnight, we have your
back. New York City Transit and
MTA buses will continue to run
overnight, fare-free. The number
of buses running is skyrocketing

by 150%. We’re enhancing service
on 61 bus lines, adding overnight
service on 13 new local routes
and 11 new interborough express
routes. Another 37 routes will see
added overnight service.
We’re making it a priority to
continue supporting essential
workers by increasing bus frequency at hospitals across the
city — like those on Manhattan’s East Side on the M15, St.
Barnabas Hospital in the Bronx
via the Bx15, the B44 to Kings
County Hospital in Brooklyn and
the Q46 to Long Island Jewish
Medical Center in Queens. We’re
also working with leaders of other
essential industries to ensure our
overnight bus service supports the
needs of their workers.
We expect most overnight
customers to be served by this
enhanced bus service. And where
the ride would take more than an
hour and 20 minutes or require
two transfers, customers will be
provided with for-hire vehicles
and cabs for on-demand rides at
no cost.
During this time, the MTA will
also be working closely with the
city and state to connect homeless
New Yorkers with access to the
medical care and social services
they need and deserve. The crisis
underground has significantly
worsened in recent weeks. This
isn’t good for anyone — not the
homeless, who are entitled to
dignity and respect, not the essential personnel who still need
to commute safely, and not our
heroic workforce.
We will all get through this
together. The MTA is using this
time to get our response right for
essential workers. We want to
come out on the other side better
and stronger for every single New
Yorker. It’s not going to be easy,
but we’re going to do everything
we can to get it done right.
Foye is chairman of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority.

Speaker Corey Johnson and Council
Member Francisco Moya on Emergency
Fund for Final Resting Arrangements
(Continued from page 2)
adopted country or their native
one. That’s just not acceptable,
especially in a city built by immigrants. I thank Mayor de Blasio
for making these funds available
to undocumented New Yorkers
and Speaker Corey Johnson for
standing with me in support of
providing families with emergency burial assistance. New York

City is once again demonstrating
what justice and equity look like
as it expands eligibility for the
HRA’s burial assistance program
to all low-income New Yorkers,
regardless of immigration status,
and increases the reimbursement
limit. This step is critical to addressing the systemic inequalities this disease has brought to
the fore,” said Council Member
Francisco Moya.

Attorney General James Calls on Cable
& Satellite Providers to Cut Fees and
Provide Financial Relief to Consumers
AG Sends Letters to Seven Major
Cable and Satellite Providers in
New York to Reduce High Fees
Until Live Sports Return
New York Attorney General Letitia James today called on seven
major cable and satellite television
providers in New York to provide

financial relief for consumers
amidst the coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19) pandemic by
reducing or eliminating fees attributable to live sports programming. Despite the fact that all
live sporting events in the United
(Continued on page 11)
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Notice of Formation: 12001 18AV LLC Ar ticles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
2/28/2020. Office loc: Queens
County. SSNY designated for
service of process. SSNY shall
mail copies of any process
served against the LLC to 1110 130th St. College Point,
Flushing, NY 11356 Purpose:
Any lawful purpose or activity.
4/30, 5/7,14,21,28&6/4/2020

Notice of formation of Homeb
Management, LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 1/13/2020. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to
50 - 09 38th Street, FL 2,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020

Notice of Formation of 23-11
27TH STREET LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 04/03/20. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to Greenberg
& Schulman, 90 Woodbridge
C e n t e r D r. , S t e . 2 0 0 ,
Woodbridge, NJ 07095-1182.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020
Notice of Formation of JADISS
N.Y. LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/12/2020. Office location:
Q u e e ns C o unt y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 415 Manhattan
Blvd., Islip Terrace, NY 11752.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020
Notice of formation of
COLLECTIVE ART NYC LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 1/27/2020. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to
89 - 47 Vanderveer Street,
Queens Village, NY 11427.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020
Notice of formation of NY
DREAM BUILDERS LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 09/27/2019. Office
located in QUEENS. SSNY has
been designated for service of
process. SSNY shall mail copy of
any process served against the
LLC 30-50 WHITESTONE EXPY,
SUITE 105, FLUSHING,NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020
Cle Logistics LLC Arts of Org.
filed SSNY 3/5/20. Office:
Queens Co. SSNY design
agent for process & shall mail to
Legalinc Corporate Srvcs Inc.
1967 Wehrle Dr #1-086 Buffalo,
NY 14221 General Purpose.
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
GAZALBLITZ 11 LLC, a domestic
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on 3/9/2020. Office
location: QUEENS County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of process
to: The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

EL AMANECER MULTISERVICE,
LLC. Filed with SSNY on
01/21/2020. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as agent
for process and shall mail copy
to: 9028 80 Street, Woodhaven
NY 11421. Purpose: Any lawful.
4/2,9,16,23,30&5/7/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
EAGLEE2E LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 01/30/2020.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: 68-30 76th Street,
Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020
Vista Realty 10-21 LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/10/2020.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
a g a i n s t m ay b e s e r v e d
& shall mail process to c/o
Claddagh Electronics, 10-32
47th Rd., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020
El Amanecer Multiservice,
LLC Filed with SSNY on
01/20/2020. Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent for
process & shall mail copy to:
9028 80 Street Woodhaven
NY 11421 Purpose: any lawful.
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020
Notice of Formation of A TREE
FALLS ENTERTAINMENT
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 04/24/2020. Of f ice
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to 178-10 Wexford Terrace,
3D, Jamaic a, NY 11432.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/7,14,21,28,6/4&11/2020
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AG James
Calls on Cable
& Satellite
Providers to
Cut Fees . . .
(Continued from page 10)
States have been cancelled,
cable and satellite television
providers continue to charge
and collect high fees for live
sports programming and
refuse to reduce the cost
of packages that normally
include live sports programming. In letters to Altice
USA, AT&T Inc., Charter
Communications, Comcast
Cable, DISH Network, RCN
Corporation, and Verizon
Communications, Attorney
General James requested
that the companies immediately prepare and provide
plans to the Attorney General’s Office for how they will
provide financial relief to
consumers until live sports
programming is resumed.
“At a time when so many
New Yorkers have lost their
jobs and are struggling, it is
grossly unfair that cable and
satellite television providers
would continue to charge
fees for services they are not
even providing,” said Attorney General James. “These
companies must step up and
immediately propose plans
to cut charges and provide
much needed financial relief. This crisis has brought
new economic anxiety for
all New Yorkers, and I will
continue to protect the wallets of working people at
every turn.”
Cable and satellite television subscribers pay up to
$20 a month in extra fees to
access live sporting events,
but even with the cancellation of all live sporting
events in the United States,
cable and satellite television
providers are still charging consumers the same
amounts and refusing to
provide refunds or cancellations.
In her letter to these
cable and satellite television
providers, Attorney General James requested that
these companies prepare
and provide a plan for “appropriate refunds, discounts
and reductions of charges
and fees, payment deferrals,
and waiver of termination
fees, at least until live sports
programming is resumed.”
With more than 1.2 million New Yorkers losing
their jobs and countless
more in financial hardship
as a result of the COVID-19
crisis, Attorney General
James urged these companies to act to minimize
the financial burdens on
consumers.
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Attorney General James & Pharmacy Executives
Applaud New York’s Expansion of COVID-19
Testing to Pharmacies
New York Attorney
General Letitia James and
representatives from major
nationwide pharmacies today responded to the State
of New York’s expansion
of COVID-19 tests to local
pharmacies.
“I am grateful that New
York will begin to take advantage of its vast system
of pharmacies to provide
COVID-19 tests to more
New Yorkers than ever before,” said Attorney General
James. “It is critically important for us to increase
the availably for testing in
order to accurately capture
the scope of the virus in
our communities. I encourage all of those eligible to
utilize these new testing
opportunities.”
“New York State has
made a signif icant step
in curbing the COVID-19
cr isis by working with
pharmacists to provide the

increased testing needed
at this critical time. Pharmacists play a key role in
the health and wellbeing of
this country, and they have
routinely shown that they
are able to step in when we
need them most. We will
continue to work closely with Attorney General
James and other officials
across the state to ensure
that pharmacists have all
the resources needed to support New Yorkers through
amplified testing efforts,”
said Steve Moore, president,
Pharmacists Society of the
State of New York (PSSNY). “PSSNY is the largest
organization in NY state
representing the profession
of pharmacy to promote and
optimize public health and
wellness through patient
centric pharmacist care in
the diverse communities
pharmacy serves.”
“Approval for pharma-

cists to conduct COVID-19
tests is a recognition of the
critical role that pharmacists
play in our communities,”
said Emmanuel Kolady,
senior vice president, CVS
Health. “This action will
help us as we expand our
testing capabilities in New
York. Working together, we
can help slow the spread of
the virus.”
“From the beginning of
this crisis, we made it our
mission to support our communities and associates and
to move as quickly as we
can to provide solutions,”
said Heyward Donigan,
president and chief executive officer, Rite Aid. “I’m
incredibly proud of our
pharmacy teams – it’s their
hard work that has allowed
Rite Aid to ramp up testing
so quickly and enables us
to expand testing criteria to
include all adults exhibiting
symptoms.”

Thank you to Congresswoman Grace Meng!
You should know that
I deeply appreciate the efforts of Congresswoman
Grace Meng for being the
first elected official to respond to my Memo to New
York’s Delegation to provide financial assistance for
bodega owners in the next
federal stimulus package.
As the Leading Member
of New York’s Congressional Delegation, US Rep.
Grace Meng wasted no
time in taking my recommendations from the letter I emailed to the entire
delegation on April 15,
2020, posted as a Twitter
reminder on April 20, 2020,
and wrote about twice in
my What You Should Know
column, titled El Papel
Vital de las Bodegas Comunales, and The Vital Role of
the Iconic Neighborhood
Bodega.
My April 15, 2020
column can be read below
this column or at this link:
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/The-Vital-

Role-of-the-Iconic-Neighborhood-Bodega.html?soi
d=1132181407536&aid=5r
wNsONt32k
You should know that I
was thrilled to read a posting today written by Carlotta Mohamed on Queens.
com about US Rep. Meng’s
efforts to help bodegas with
the next federal stimulus
package. The article states:
“Congresswoman Grace
Meng is leading members
of the New York Congressional Delegation in a letter
sent to the House leaders
April 30 requesting help
for approximately 13,000
bodegas, ethnic grocery
stores and small independent supermarkets in New
York City. “… Meng is requesting grants and refrigeration units, connections
with farms, hazard pay for
frontline employees, and
wage exemptions from federal income taxes. Meng’s
letter also seeks assistance
for members of the public
who shop at these retailers,

which would in turn help
those businesses.”
My dear reader, I hope
and pray that our combined
efforts will help New York’s
bodega owners and communities who are served
by these vital, small independent supermarkets,
especially during this coronavirus pandemic.
You should also know
that my counsel, Christopher Lynn, told me that
NYC Council Speaker Corey Johnson contacted him
on April 15, 2020 to express
his gratitude for my recommendations to help bodega
owners and the communities they serve.
Once again, I sincerely
thank you Congresswoman
Grace Meng, and I look
forward to working with
you and New York’s Congressional Delegation when
I am elected to serve in the
United States Congress.
I am Councilman Reverend Rubén Díaz, and this
is what you should know.

Assembly Member Mike Miller Donated
800 Uber Eats Food Vouchers

Assemblyman Mike
Miller has secured and donated 800 Uber Eats Food

Vouchers for our communities. He donated them to
the Ozone Park Residents
Block Association & The
Cityline Ozone Park Civilian Patrol to distribute for
our residents. The areas
are Cityline, Brooklyn,
Howard Beach, Kew Gardens, Ozone Park, Richmond Hill, South Ozone
Park, & Woodhaven, and
for this project, we are
also including Glendale &
Ridgewood Queens. We
refer everyone to our Facebook group Page for ALL
information regarding this.

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/Ozoneparkvoice/
They are also in negotiations with a major food
chain that may donate a
trailer of food for distribution. They also secured
5000 masks for delivery.
The only way we have to get
information out in real-time
is through our Facebook
page.
So if you can please let
our communities know to
follow our Facebook Group
Page, they can apply for the
many things we are doing
for them.
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Ronald McDonald House New York
Donated 2,000 Masks

The Ronald McDonald House
New York has donated 2,000
masks to NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst in Queens, as part
of the House’s efforts to extend
support to its partnering hospitals
across the five boroughs. Photos
of the donation are available here.
RMH-NY continues to provide critical care and support to
pediatric cancer patients and their

families staying at the House on
73rd Street in Manhattan, and
is also working closely with its
partnering hospitals – Kings
County Hospital, Morgan Stanley
Children’s Hospital, Staten Island
University Hospital, Elmhurst
Hospital and others – to provide patients with goodie bags,
activities and access to virtual
programming.

Giornale Italo Americano

w w w.g iamondo.com

Call 718-592-2196

Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

WE’RE HIRING!

Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com
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