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Suozzi Joins Volunteers Distributing
Food at Glen Cove Food Pantry

IMPORTANT
NEW ELECTION
DEADLINES

Last day to postmark application to
register to vote – May 29
Last day to postmark application for
absentee ballot – June 16
L a s t d ay t o p o s t m a r k a b s e nt e e
ballot June 22
Early Voting – June 13-21
Primary Election – June 23

Queens Elected Leaders Partner With
Planned Parenthood to
Count More New Yorkers

NY Sen. Jessica Ramos, Assemblyman Jeff Aubry, and Rep.
Donovan Richards are delivering
more than hot meals to people in
Queens. They’ve partnered with
Planned Parenthood of Greater
New York Acts to deliver Census
2020 materials to hard-to-count

communities. These challenging
times require innovative solutions.
PPGNY Acts is doing everything
in its power to get more New Yorkers counted in the 2020 Census.
Would you be interested in speaking with our VP of Public Affairs
about our outreach efforts?

Congressman Tom Suoz zi ( D – Long Island, Que ens ) joined volunte ers,
along with staff, teachers and administrators from Glen Cove High School
in distributing food at the Glen Cove Food Pantry.. See story on page 2.

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik Presents
100-Year-Old With Proclamation

Luisa Ceci Jacobson the Bayside centenarian speaks three languages fluently. See story on page 2.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Suozzi Joins Volunteers Distributing
Food at Glen Cove Food Pantry
(Continued from page 1)
“It was great to see so many
people coming together in my
hometown of Glen Cove, and similarly in communities across our
country, with a common shared
mission of getting food to those in
need,” said Congressman Suozzi.
“Thank you to all the volunteers
who continue to work tirelessly for
our communities. These are trying
times for all of us and by working
together, we will get through this.”

The Glen Cove Food Pantry was
spearheaded and is coordinated
by Glen Cove special education
teacher Rachel Sheridan, with help
from many volunteers in the community, including Bhavani Jaroff, a
community activist, food educator
and chef, whose connections in the
food industry secured many of the
donations.
The food, which included bananas, chicken, eggs, rolls, tortilla
wraps, yogurt, pasta, sauce, pizza,
and panettone was donated by Is-

land Harvest, Rising Tide Natural
Market of Glen Cove, and Italians
Feed America, a nonprofit that has
partnered with other organizations
and food distributors to help those
in need during the COVID-19
pandemic.
The Glen Cove Food Pantry
sets up every Wednesday, as long
as is necessary, beginning at 10:30
AM in the rear of Glen Cove High
School. They hand out donated
food each week until the supplies
are exhausted.

Senators Mayer & Stavisky Introduce the SHARE Act to
Protect Public Schools & Universities from Budget Cuts
The Shared Help Assessment
to Rebuild Education (SHARE)
Act would implement a modest, temporary, income tax increase on those earning more than
$5,000,000 annually & dedicate
the revenue to public education
and higher education
Senator Mayer says, “We must
ensure that our public schools
and public colleges & universities
have the resources they need to
help students recover educationally and emotionally from the toll
of the pandemic.”
Senator Stavisky says, “Education, from pre-K to college,
has been underfunded for many
years. As a result of the pandemic,
education will be facing unprecedented challenges. This legislation will mitigate its fiscal effect.”
On Tuesday, May 12, State Senate Education Committee Chair,
Senator Shelley B. Mayer, and
State Senate Higher Education
Committee Chair, Senator Toby
A. Stavisky, introduced S.8329,
the SHARE Act—the Shared Help
Assessment to Rebuild Education
Act. The SHARE Act would bring
in much-needed new revenue, asking those most capable of paying
to share in the financial burden of
COVID-19 for a very limited time,

two years, in order for the state to
avoid devastating education cuts.
Senator Shelley B. Mayer, Chair
of the Senate Education Committee, said, “We are in a period of
unprecedented fiscal crisis, and
we must ensure that our public
schools—the great equalizer
of our democracy—are funded
adequately. It is a time for shared
sacrifice. Sadly, those earning less
than $70,000 annually are facing
the disproportionate impact of the
pandemic from a financial point
of view. We must ensure that our
public schools and public colleges
& universities have the resources
they need to help students recover
educationally and emotionally
from the toll of the pandemic. We
cannot allow this terrible virus to
threaten the futures of hundreds
of thousands of students throughout New York State. In times of
crisis, an equitable sharing of
sacrifices for the benefit of all is
a fundamental principle of our
democracy. Now is the time to ask
our highest income earners, those
earning more than $5,000,000
annually, to pay a modest amount
more for a very limited time.”
Senator Toby A. Stavisky, Chair
of the Senate Higher Education
Committee, said, “Education,

from pre-K to college, has been
underfunded for many years. As a
result of the pandemic, education
will be facing unprecedented challenges. This legislation will mitigate its fiscal effect. We cannot
forget the young men and women
fighting to earn their degree and
improve the future for themselves,
their families, and their communities. We cannot fail our next
generation of young professionals
and entrepreneurs, and we must
ask those capable of helping our
public education system get back
on its feet to do so.”
The SHARE Act increases
the income tax rate for earners
of more than $5,000,000 from
8.82% to 10.90% for a period of
two years. The new tax rate will
apply to earners of more than
$5,000,000 who are married filing
jointly, a surviving spouse, a head
of household, married filing separately, or unmarried.
The new
tax rate for those earning more
than $5,000,000 would apply to
taxable years 2020 & 2021.
The new revenue generated by
the SHARE Act would be shared
between public schools and public
higher education: 85% for public
schools and 15% for SUNY and
CUNY.

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik Presents
100-Year-Old With Proclamation
(Continued from page 1)
Council Member Bar r y
S.Grodenchik joined by NYS Sen.
John Liu to present Luisa Ceci
Jacobson with New York State
Proclamation to commemorate her
100th birthday Friday.
“She’s a very accomplished individual who has been a pillar for
her family and her community,”
said Council Member Barry S.
Grodenchik. “It’s no ordinary
feat for someone to turn 100 years
old!” Jacobson turned 100 on Sun-

day and was feted with a cavalcade
of cars by her house displaying
signs, honking car horns, waving,
and yelling “Happy Birthday, according to her daughter.
She was born in Vallacorsa,
Italy, and was the first woman
from her town to attend college.
She started at the University of
Rome, but had to stop because of
World War II.
After, she attended the University of Southern California, then
New York’s Hunter College.
She speaks English, Spanish,

and Italian fluently. She taught
language in New York City and
Long Island schools. She has 4
children, 6 grandchildren and
many “grand-pets.”
“I was born three months before women had the right to vote,”
Jacobson once said. “I broke my
own glass ceiling by being the
first woman from my hometown
to attend university. Women have
made progress in this world, that’s
for sure. It’s not a man’s world
anymore; it’s becoming a woman’s
world.”
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Rep. Maloney Co-Sponsors Legislation to Provide Emergency
Rental Assistance During the COVID-19 Crisis and Urges the
Passage of Additional Housing Relief Measures
Following the introduction of the
Emergency Rental Assistance
and Rental Market Stabilization
Act of 2020, Congresswoman
Carolyn B. Maloney (NY-12)
issued the following statement.
“Through no fault of their
own, New Yorkers and Americans
across the country are struggling
to pay rent during the COVID-19
crisis. Our nation must implement bold solutions that do not
leave tenants behind and provide
tangible rent relief. That’s why
I am a proud co-sponsor of the
Emergency Rental Assistance
and Rental Market Stabilization
Act of 2020, which would create
a $100 billion emergency rental
assistance fund to help strug-

gling renters across the country.
Nobody should lose sleep worrying about how they will keep
a roof over their head during a
pandemic, and I will continue to
fight for all provisions that can
deliver meaningful housing relief
to my constituents.”
Background:
•
In March, Rep. Maloney
successfully won a moratorium
on foreclosure and eviction proceedings for more than 70% of
homeowners who have mortgages
backed by the federal government
or by Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac.
• Rep. Maloney is a cosponsor of
The Rent and Mortgage Cancellation Act of 2020 which would
suspend rent payments during the

COVID-19 crisis.
• The Congresswoman is also
supportive of Rep. Nydia Velázquez’s Ensuring Affordable
Housing Security During the
Coronavirus Emergency Act to
suspend rent payments for everyone living in Section 8 and
NYCHA housing.
•
At the local level, the Congresswoman has advocated and
voiced her strong support of
Senate Bill S8125A to suspend
commercial and residential rent
payments for New Yorkers financially impacted by COVID-19.
The Congresswoman is also supportive of Senate Bill S8140A
and Assembly Bill A10248 to
establish a COVID-19 emergency
rental assistance program.

Schumer, Gillibrand Announce Nearly $4 Billion in
Emergency Federal Funding For The Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MTA)
CARES Act Funding Will Help
Fund New York Region’s Public
Transit Costs Incurred Due to
Loss in Ridership During COVID-19 Pandemic
U.S. Minority Leader Charles E.
Schumer and U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand have announced
$3,910,000,000 in federal funding
for the Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA), allocated
in the CARES Act through the
Federal Transit Administration
(FTA). The funding will be used
to offset major revenue losses for
the agency, which operates the
New York City Subway, Busses, and Metro-North and Long
Island Railroads. The COVID-19
crisis has had a major impact on
the MTA’s system, resulting in

a dramatic drop in ridership due
to social distancing and stay-athome requirements across the
region. This funding will ensure
that workers who rely on the MTA
can continue to safely ride public
transit as they support our communities during this crisis.
“We fought hard and overcame
much opposition to deliver this
massive $4 billion lifeline to the
MTA and it heroic workers, who
answered the call of duty during
this unprecedented health and
economic crisis,” said Senator
Schumer. “We must invest in sustaining our mass transit system
because a vibrant bus, subway
and commuter rail network is fundamental to recovering from this
crisis and rebuilding our economy.
And we must remember those

workers we have lost even while
we reward those who risked their
health during the crisis.”
“New York City is the epicenter of the COVID-19 outbreak
and this funding will ensure that
the MTA can continue providing reliable public transportation
services for residents, health care
providers, and patients,” said
Senator Gillibrand. “New York’s
transportation system of subways,
buses and commuter rails serves
as a lifeline for essential workers
and health care workers who rely
on transit to get to and from hospitals and health centers. I am proud
to have fought for this funding in
the CARES Act and will continue
pushing for additional federal
funding and resources New Yorkers need during this crisis.

Suozzi Declares Big Victory for New York because The
Heroes Act Includes his Three Biggest Priorities: A Special
Fund for Hardest Hit States, SALT, and Billions for
Local Municipalities
Congressman Tom Suozzi
(D - Long Island, Queens) has
announced that his three biggest
priorities have been included in
The Heroes Act, the latest COVID-19 stimulus package introduced today. Suozzi represents
three of the six counties in the
nation which have been hardest
hit by the coronavirus pandemic.
“There are many good things
in this bill, but my big focus has
been a special fund based on ‘rate
of infection’ for the hardest hit
states, the elimination of the cap
on State and Local Tax (SALT)
deductions, and the inclusion of
local municipalities both with
populations over 50,000 people
and under 50,000,” said Congressman Suozzi. “It is a huge victory
for my constituents that all three
have been included in The Heroes
Act, which was introduced today.
I will continue to fight for my
state, which has been hit harder
than anywhere else in the nation,
by putting pressure on my colleagues in the House and Senate to
pass this bill as soon as possible.”
For months, Suozzi has successfully led a bipartisan coalition

in the House to advocate that the
New York State Government,
New York State hospitals, and
New York State local governments receive special attention
as part of the federal response to
coronavirus.
Suozzi co-led a unanimous bipartisan letter with every Democrat and Republican from New
York and New Jersey advocating
for a special fund that should be
distributed based upon the rate
of infection and not population.
Here is a link to the letter. The
Heroes Act includes a special
$49 billion fund which will be
distributed based upon the criteria
that Suozzi and his colleagues
asked for.
Suozzi has long advocated
that the SALT cap should be
removed as part of the coronavirus response. The SALT cap
is incentivizing New Yorkers,
especially wealthy New Yorkers,
to move away from the state. This
loss in tax revenues is especially
damaging at this time. Suozzi
first sent a letter to Speaker Pelosi
with 75 Democratic Members
of Congress and another to her

with 95 Members of Congress.
He then sent a bipartisan letter to
Speaker Pelosi and Leader McCarthy with six Democrats and
six Republicans. You can also see
Suozzi’s op-ed piece in the Wall
Street Journal from April 5 here.
Elements of Suozzi’s bill, which
passed the House in December
2019, are included within The Heroes Act. The bill will eliminate
the SALT cap for 2020 and 2021.
Lastly, Suozzi helped lead
the entire bipartisan Long Island
delegation in fighting for smaller
cities and towns to be eligible for
federal funding. He has led them
in press conferences, letters,
and discussions in the House to
fight for this. The Heroes Act
will include billions of dollars
in funding for municipalities
with populations both under and
over 50,000. As a former mayor
and County Executive, Suozzi
understands the pressure cities
and villages are under as they try
to address local concerns while
facing declining revenues from
stalled building construction,
slowing tax collections, and other
reduced activity.
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Meng Calls For All Frontline Workers
to be Eligible For Hazard Pay During
Coronavirus Pandemic

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY)
today called for ALL essential
workers to be made eligible for
hazard pay in any proposed legislation that seeks to provide such
wages or benefits during the COVID-19 crisis.
“Our brave and committed
health care workers and first responders have been heroes during
this pandemic, risking their own
health to treat patients and save
lives,” said Meng. “We cannot
thank them enough for all they
continue to do. But there have also
been many individuals outside of
the health care field working tire-

lessly on the frontlines and making enormous sacrifices to serve
the public during this difficult and
challenging time. These individuals, who usually go unnoticed,
include grocery, pharmacy and
convenience store employees;
delivery drivers; repair and maintenance workers; janitors; transit,
sanitation and municipal workers;
funeral home employees; child
care workers; and so many others
who selflessly remain on the job.
They too have put their safety and
health – and that of their families’
– on the line and deserve to be
eligible for any hazard pay. Day
after day, these devoted workers
put themselves in harm’s way to
help us get through this crisis;
their dedication and commitment
to our city, state, and nation must
not be forgotten. We must support
all those who have been supporting our communities during this
difficult time. They have been
there for us, and now we have to
be there for them.”
Hazard pay is additional pay
for those who perform hazardous
duty or work involving physical
hardship.

Meng Hails Approval of New York
State’s Plan to Operate Pandemic
Electronic Benefits Transfer Program
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) issued the following
statement after the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Food and
Nutrition Service approved New
York State’s plan to operate the
Pandemic Electronic Benefits
Transfer (P-EBT) program.
The P-EBT program provides
free breakfast and lunch benefits to current Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP) households and nonSNAP households, which include children eligible for free
and reduced-price school meals,
through the State’s SNAP EBT
card system.
“With over 55 million students at home and over 124,000
public and private schools closed,
making sure students who have
food at home is critical for their
health,” said Meng. “Food insecurity during this public health
crisis is deeply alarming and
it is why I wrote to President

Trump urging him to provide
more funding for critical safety
net programs in New York City,
including this Pandemic-EBT
designation. Now that New York
State has been approved, I am
confident that New York families
will be one step closer to food
security in this tough time.”
New York State estimates
nearly 1.3 million households will
benefit under the P-EBT program.
On May 1, Meng, along with
State Senator Roxanne Persaud
(D-Brooklyn), Assembly Member
Andrew Hevesi (D-Queens) and
Council Member Karen Koslowitz (D-Queens), led 94 New York
Elected Officials from Congress,
the State Legislature and City
Council in letter to President
Trump calling for more funding
for critical safety net programs for
New York. One of the priorities
in the letter included approval of
New York State’s plan to operate
P-EBT.
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Meng Urges House And Senate Leaders to Ensure Students Have
Internet Access For Remote Learning During Covid-19 Crisis
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DNY) announced that she led 103
Members of Congress in a letter
to House and Senate Leadership
calling for her Emergency Educational Connections Act (H.R.
6563) to be included in the next
coronavirus stimulus package.
The Emergency Educational
Connections Act would provide $2
billion to the Federal Communications Commission’s (FCC) E-Rate
program to ensure all students
have internet access during COVID-19. Under the bill, schools and
libraries, including Tribal schools
and libraries, who receive E-Rate
funds would be able to purchase
Wi-Fi hotspots, modems, routers,
and internet-connected devices to
help students without broadband
participate in remote learning
during the pandemic.
“COVID-19 is an unprecedented public health crisis that
has forced millions of Americans
to shelter at home, including over
55 million students who have
transitioned to remote learning

environments,” said Meng. “Even
before the pandemic, there were
nearly 12 million students without internet at home—part of the
so-called ‘homework gap’—and
with 7 in 10 teachers assigning
online homework, these students
in the homework gap faced an
uphill struggle to complete online
classroom assignments. Many
were forced to seek out public
spaces for free Wi-Fi connections,
or forgo completing their assignments. In today’s COVID-19 pandemic world of shelter-in-place
and extended school closures, this
gap is more like a chasm. In New
York City, which has the largest
school system in the country at 1.1
million students, more than one in
five households with school-aged
children lack broadband access.
Without secure and reliable internet access in the safety of one’s
home, learning will stop – and
this will lead to unimaginable
long-term socio-economic consequences. That is why we must
redouble our efforts to provide

funding to close the digital divide.
The $2 billion in the Emergency
Educational Connections Act is
a down payment for our kids’
success, and I will continue to
fight for its inclusion in the next
coronavirus relief package.”
“We thank Rep. Meng for
her leadership on this issue and
for introducing the Emergency
Educational Connections Act
of 2020,” said the Homework
Gap Coalition. “We believe that
the challenge facing millions of
students across the country that
lack home internet and access
demands and requires a dedicated funding source, which Rep.
Meng’s Emergency Connectivity
Fund would provide. Without it,
millions of students will be left
behind.”
The FCC’s E-Rate program
provides discounts of up to 90%
for broadband to and within elementary and secondary schools
(public and private), and public
libraries in rural and nonrural
areas.

New York State Announces $880 Million in Temporary Food
Assistance For New York’s School Children
The New York State Office
of Temporary and Disability Assistance has announced additional
food assistance of more than $880
million to help New Yorkers with
children who previously received
free and reduced-price meals at
school. The Pandemic Electronic
Benefit Transfer (EBT) program
will provide eligible households
with a total of about $420 per
child, with school buildings closed
for the remainder of the school
year due to the novel coronavirus
outbreak.
“For many low-income families
across the state, free and reducedprice school meals provided a
critical stop-gap that allowed them
to avoid food insecurity,” Office
of Temporary and Disability Assistance Commissioner Mike Hein
said. “This temporary program
will bring them some measure
of relief by ensuring that parents
have additional help purchasing
healthy, nutritious food for their
school-aged children during these
unprecedented times.”
Roughly 2.1 million children
throughout the state were receiving free and reduced-price meals
before all school districts were
closed starting on March 16. Under Governor Cuomo’s direction,
the state Office of Temporary and
Disability Assistance (OTDA) requested that the U.S. Department
of Agriculture (USDA) provide
food benefits to households with
children who have temporarily
lost access to these meals due to
pandemic-related school closures.
The federal Families First Act
authorized states to apply for federal approval to operate Pandemic
EBT programs.
Families will not need to apply
for the program. About 1.3 million
children living in households enrolled in the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP),
receiving Temporary Assistance
benefits or Medicaid will automatically receive the additional
assistance through their existing
EBT cards.

OTDA is also working with
the state Education Department
to identify an additional 800,000
children in households that are
not receiving Medicaid, SNAP
or Temporary Assistance, but are
receiving free and reduced-price
school meals. These families will
be mailed a temporary EBT card
along with instructions for activating the card and accessing their
assistance.
Additionally, nearly 750,000
low-income individuals and families enrolled SNAP will receive
the maximum allowable benefit
for May to help them avoid food
insecurity. This will mark the
third consecutive month all SNAP
recipients in New York State have
received the maximum benefit.
OTDA will be issuing the emergency assistance to any SNAP
household that did not receive
the maximum allowable benefit
per month, which is $194 for an
individual and $646 for a family of four. The emergency assistance will be distributed later this
month, after the regular benefits
are issued. About half of all households receiving SNAP will receive
additional benefits for May.
“Proper nutrition is essential
for a healthy lifestyle and proper
physical and emotional development in children,” said Commissioner of the New York State
Department of Health Dr. Howard
Zucker. “For the thousands of New
York families who depend on
school cafeterias for daily meals,
the Pandemic EBT program will
provide some much needed relief.”
“Many of New York’s children
rely on meals provided during the
school day and even though our
schools across the state are closed,
there is no reason any child should
go hungry,” said Board of Regents Chancellor Betty A. Rosa.
“This funding will truly benefit
some our most at-risk students
and provide them with nutritious
food while they are away from
the structure that our schools
provide.”

“Districts across the state have
worked tirelessly to get nutritious
meals to students while schools
are closed and this program will
truly build on those efforts to
provide relief to families during
this stressful time,” said State
Education Department Interim
Commissioner Shannon Tahoe.
“Throughout this pandemic we
have seen extraordinary collaboration with our partners across the
state to ensure for the continuity of
services for our students wherever
possible and I am truly thankful
that this initiative is taking the
necessary steps to ensure nutrition
for the proper growth and development of New York’s students.”
Like regular SNAP benefits,
these Pandemic EBT benefits can
be used to purchase food at authorized retail food stores. New Yorkers enrolled in SNAP can also use
their benefits to purchase groceries online. By purchasing online
for pickup or delivery, those who
are most at-risk for COVID-19 can
reduce their potential for exposure
to the contagion in public.
Statewide, SNAP recipients
can use their benefits to purchase
eligible food items from Amazon.
Certain ShopRite stores located
throughout Albany, Columbia,
Dutchess, Nassau, Orange, Rensselaer, Richmond, Schenectady,
Suffolk, Sullivan, Ulster and
Westchester counties are also accepting benefits online. Specific
Walmart stores in Albany, Cattaraugus, Dutchess, Erie Genesee,
Livingston, Madison, Monroe,
Niagara, Oneida, Onondaga, Orange, Rensselaer, Saratoga, Schenectady, Tompkins and Wayne
counties are taking online orders.
Availability is determined by
ZIP code and any interested SNAP
recipients should consult the retailer’s website. Those recipients
using benefits online will need a
supplemental payment source for
non-SNAP items or fees, such as
the cost of delivery. More information is available at: www.otda.
ny.gov/SNAP-COVID-19.
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Astoria Performing Arts Center in
Association with Teresa Lotz Presents
Musicals from the Quarantine
‘The Insiders’ Features Six Original Pieces Responding to COVID
Astoria Performing Arts Center
(Dev Bondarin, Artistic Director), in association with Teresa
Lotz, presents six new musical
shorts written in response to the
COVID-19 crisis. Featuring the
work of 15 writers, five directors,
and 16 actors, the contributing
artists joined the project in the
early days of the crisis in the spirit
of developing new work without
being in the same room to do so.
Quarantine. Crisis. Connection. Hope. There are many stories
to tell right now and with “The
Insiders,” these writers have created six in response to the current
situation. From the expressionistic
to the satirical, to the reality of
family members trying to communicate, each film tells a story
based in the here and now while
we experience this unprecedented
moment of pain in the world together.
The six short musicals will
launch online starting May 22.
Viewing will be free of charge,
but there is a suggested donation
of $10 which will benefit Astoria
Performing Arts Center and Indie
Theater Fund (www.indietheaterfund.org/donate). More info can be
found at www.apacny.org.
“The Insiders” is written by
Krista Knight, Derek Hassler &
Ryan Kerr, Rachel Kunstadt, Briana Harris & Teresa Lotz, Charles
Inniss & Christopher Inniss, Marcus Scott, Blake Allen & Marc
Chan, Annette Storckman, Naomi
Matlow & Andi Lee Carter, Claire
Tran & Blake Allen. The Insiders is directed by Dev Bondarin,
Emily Brown, Daniella Caggiano, Kristin Rose Kelly, Justin
Schwartz. The Artistic Producer is
Teresa Lotz and the cast includes
Dana Aber, Bailey Carlson, Ariel
Leigh Cohen, Leana Rae Concepcion, Kristina Dizon, Ellis Gage,
Staci Jo Johnson, Bee Michael,
Michael Orlandi, Jason Pintar,
Erin Solér, William Spinnato, Sara
States, Tais Szilagi, Jeff Williams,
Ariel Seidman-Wright.
Astoria Performing Arts Center Inc. (APAC) is a nonprofit
organization that was founded in
2001 to bring high quality theater
to Astoria and New York City and
to support local youth and senior
citizens. On its mainstage, APAC
produces revivals and premieres of

plays and musicals, and also develops new works through readings
and workshops. To date, APAC
has received 67 New York Innovative Theatre Award nominations
and 17 wins (including Outstanding Musical Production for Merrily We Roll Along, Allegro, Children of Eden, and Raisin), as well
as an Off-Off Broadway Theatre
Review Award for Outstanding
Production of a Musical (Is There
Life After High School?) and
two AUDELCO “Viv” Awards
(including one for Outstanding
Revival of a Musical for Caroline,
or Change.) APAC was also the
recipient of the 2012 Caffe Cino
Fellowship Award from the New
York Innovative Theater Award
Foundation. APAC offers free
annual community programs,
including a summer performance
camp for children ages 8-13, an
afterschool playwriting program,
and performance programs for
Queens residents ages 60 and over.
These programs deepen ties with
the community, and develop new
audiences for theater. Diverse programming and consistent quality
attracts a loyal and growing audience that reflects the diversity of
Western Queens and draws from
the other boroughs and beyond.
www.apacny.org / @APACNY /
@apacgram
Teresa Lotz (she/they) is
an award-winning playwright
and composer-lyricist. Her work
includes She Calls Me Firef ly
(2019 New York Innovative Theater Award Winner), Akira &
The Merpeople with Claire Tran
(Polyphone Festival), Red Emma
& the Mad Monk (NY Times
Critic’s Pick, 6 NYIT Nominations, Ars Nova ANT Fest) created by Alexis Roblan and Katie
Lindsay, ThreeTimesFast with
Naomi Matlow (Florida Festival
of New Musicals, O’Neill Theater
Festival Semi-Finalist, New York
Film Academy), The Awakening with Sarah Rebell (O’Neill
Theater Festival Semi-Finalist,
MTF Developmental Series at
Playwright’s Horizons). Teresa
was a 2020 Jonathan Larson Grant
finalist and is an alumni of New
Perspectives Theater Company’s
Women’s Work Lab. Dramatist’s
Guild. ASCAP. Music Composition, BM, Bowling Green State
University. Musical Theatre Writing, MFA, New York University.
TeresaLotz.com

Electrolit Donates 100k Hydration
Beverages to NYC Health and
Hospital Frontliners
Electrolyte Beverage Company
Contributes $200k in Hydration
Beverages to Multiple Acute Care
Centers
Electrolit – the preferred, premium hydration beverage made
from phar maceutical quality
grade ingredients – has donated
nearly 100,000 hydration beverages to frontline COVID-19
workers at New York City Health
+ Hospitals. The donation will be
distributed to 11 New York-based
Acute Care Centers throughout
the city to keep essential workers
hydrated and fueled during long

shifts.
“The strides we have made
in mitigating the Coronavirus
pandemic would not be possible
without the tireless work of the
frontline workers,” said Caridad
Ochoa, Commercial Director with
Electrolit. “It is our mission to help
and support frontliners for their
endless commitment and support
to our communities during these
difficult times.”
Providing essential care to
more than one million New Yorkers every year throughout 70
(Continued on page 10)
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HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 5/14/20 - 5/20/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Try getting to those unfinished
project you’ve got tucked away.
Situations may be extremely
upsetting for you. Emotional
disputes will only end in anger.
Your lucky numbers are 4,8,9.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Dig deep to find out how costly
a new venture will be before you
sign on the dotted line. Use your
intellectual approach to get the
best results. Your lucky numbers
are 6,3,8.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Don’t let your family put demands on you. You will feel
compelled to do some traveling.
Your knowledge and good sense
will help more than you think.
Your lucky numbers are 2,9,7.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Try getting away for a vacation.
Get involved in activities that
will bring you knowledge about
foreign land, philosophies, or
cultures. Your lucky numbers
are 7,3,2.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Be discreet about any information you uncover. Romantic opportunities will flourish through
travel or communication. Your
lucky numbers are 5,9,7.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Don’t say things that could be
damaging later on. Be careful
that you aren’t saddled with the
responsibilities of others. Money
problems will be difficult to deal
with. Your lucky numbers are
6,3,8.

LEO
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
You need to mingle with people
who can spark enthusiasm and
confidence in you. You will attract potential lovers, but be sure
that they’re unattached. Your
lucky numbers are 3,9,2.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Family members may want you
at home, when your hear t is
telling you to spend time with
someone you recently met. Your
lucky numbers are 6,3,9.

The first full moon to occur
on the winter solstice, Dec. 22,
commonly called the first day of
winter, happened in 1999. Since
a full moon on the winter solstice
occurred in conjunction with a
lunar perigee (point in the moon’s
orbit that is closest to Earth), the
moon appeared about 14% larger
than it does at apogee (the point in
it’s elliptical orbit that is farthest
from the Earth).
Since the Earth is also several
million miles closer to the sun
at that time of the year than in
the summer, sunlight striking
the moon was about 7% stronger
making it brighter. Also, this was
the closest perigee of the Moon of
the year since the moon’s orbit is
constantly deforming. In places
where the weather was clear and
there was a snow cover, even car
headlights were superfluous.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Take advantage of moneymaking
ventures. You can offer your mate
a commitment or promise that will
help stabilize your personal life.
Your lucky numbers are 1,8,9.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Double check your work and be
sure that your boss is in a good
mood before you do your presentation. Try to be there for someone
if they need assistance. Your lucky
numbers are 4,8,3.

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles
“Try & Find”

T h e Fa b r i c o f L i f e
“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Fe l t
Flannel
Gabardine
Gingham

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Do not invest in ventures that only
appear to be lucrative. Organization will be the key to avoiding
discord and family feuds. Your
lucky numbers are 4,8,7.

TRY AND FIND

Acet ate
Acr yl ic
Burlap
Cot ton

SUDOKU

Did You
Know?

Queens Times Weekly ...

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
You should sign up for creative courses. Concentrate on
your work. Empty promises are
evident and deception probable.
Don’t trust a deal that looks too
good. Your lucky numbers are
4,8,7.
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Lace
Linen
Nylon
Po l y e s t e r

R ayon
Silk
Spandex
Te r r y

ACROSS
1. Most bad
6. Countertenor
10. Man
14. Convex molding
15. Coil
16. Always
17. Abatement
18. Contest
19. Fastens
20. Sponge
22. Male deer
23. Before, poetically
24. Sorrow
26. Select
30. Quiet
32. Water lily
33. Standards
37. Leave out
38. Declasse
39. Provisions
40. Diminished
42. Radiolocation
43. Goodwill
44. Accuse (archaic)
45. Keen
47. Soak
48. Initial wager
49. Days gone by
56. Within
57. Spouse
58. Creepy
59. Hawaiian feast
60. Largest continent
61. Smooths
62. Knights
63. Require
64. Piece of paper

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

DOWN
1. Canis lupus
2. Not under
3. Learning method
4. Swing around
5. Half-naked
6. Seaweed
7. Weight to be borne
8. Hefty volume
9. Performed surgery
10. Organized
11. Birdlike
12. Apprehensive
13. At one time (archaic)
21. Mineral rock
25. Solidify
26. Lummox
27. “Where the heart is”
28. Ear-related
29. Offensive
30. Pirate’s pal
31. Previously owned
33. Strong fiber
34. Nil
35. French for “State”
36. Arid
38. Worker at a dairy
41. An uncle
42. Lapse
44. Female deer
45. Boredom
46. Fragrant oil
47. Place
48. Afflicts
50. Lack of difficulty
51. Anagram of “Ties”
52. “Sure”
53. Sea eagle
54. Deputy
55. A musical pause

www.queenstimes.com
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Queens Entrepreneur Responds to COVID-19 Pandemic by
Making and Donating Face Masks
She Assists Agencies that Work
with Survivors of Domestic Violence
Sandra Smith designs and crafts
handmade bags and inspirational
décor with a specialty in pillows
and desk bins with personalized
messages. The Queens resident
loves creativity and entrepreneurship, but she also has a socially
conscious focus.
Her Flushing-based business,
Sandra Smith LLC, helps women,
like her, who have endured and
escaped hostile intimate partners.
The company donated 2 percent of
every sale to the National Coalition Against Domestic Violence
until recently.
In response to the COVID-19
pandemic, Smith recently added
face masks to her repertoire. Reusable and washable, these 100
percent cotton coverings come in
a variety of colors and sizes. Just
like with many of her other products, she and her team personalize
them with images, patterns, and
phrases such as “This too shall
pass” and “Queens Strong.” Prices
run from $12 to $20 with free
shipping for purchases greater
than $50.
Along with the new product
comes a new beneficiary. Last
week, Smith donated 50 handmade face masks to a Queens
shelter run by Womankind, a
nonprofit that provides a wide
array of services to survivors of
intimate-partner violence. The
entrepreneur plans to donate more
soon.

Planned Parenthood Empire State
Votes and Eleanor’s Legacy Endorse
Aravella Simotas for NY State Assembly

Pro- Choice Groups Endorse
Women’s Rights Leader Aravella
Simotas

“Gifting a much-needed mask
to a fellow survivor is our personal
way of letting them know that they
are not alone. This reminder is
especially important in these harrowing times,” Smith informed.
“Though I was able to escape
long-term abuse while remaining
in my residence with my children,
some survivors of abuse are not
so lucky. To escape further harm,
they have little choice but to relocate and find refuge in a shelter,
relying on limited resources and
the goodwill of others to regain
their footing.”
For more info, try sandra@

shopsandrasmith.com or www.
shopsandrasmith.com.
Sandra Smith is a member of
MiQ, a division of the Queens
Economic Development Corporation that sells small batch,
originally manufactured products
online, in select locations, and at
pop-up shops. The goal is to promote makers, share their stories,
and provide opportunities for new
and existing businesses to grow.
MiQ (formerly Made in Queens)
only worked with products made
in Queens at first, but has since
expanded to include all of New
York State.

IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
COVID continues to keep
Queens in quarantine, but the
borough keeps finding fun ways
to entertain. This week includes
plenty of live music as well as
baking, poetry and even chair
yoga.
May 15, Flushing Town Hall:
Hip Hop Meets Violin, 7 pm.
Joe Kye blends violin looping,
electronics, singing, and storytelling in this Watch Party.
Chinese-American hip-hop artist
Jason Chu joins the fun to weave
original music, humorous stories,
and cutting-edge technology with
percussionist William Catanzaro
and pianist Josh Ehrlich.
May 15, Alley Pond Environmental Center: Chair Yoga, 4:30
pm. Certified Lakshmi Voelker
Chair Yoga Instructor Christina
Rossi leads this class. The registered nurse has been practicing various yoga disciplines for
almost 20 years.
May 16, Queens Theatre: Al
Son de las Fronteras, 7:30 pm. A
multi-genre Spanish-language
concert featuring Cecilia Zábala
(Folklore, Argentina), La Toquilla (Andean Folk, Ecuador), Andrea Tierra (Singer-Songwriter,
Colombia), and Carolina La O
(Salsa, Colombia).
May 16, Queensboro Dance
Festival 2020, Oct. 4. QDF’s
Instagram account presents choreography by 24 local troupes
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almost always at 4 pm, including
Flamenco, Hip-Hop, Latin Ballroom, Tap, and West African.
Intro video is on May 16. Karla
Florez School of Dance’s Cumbia
show is on May 16.
May 16, Alley Pond Environmental Center: Holistic Therapies
to Hack Stress and Anxiety, 11
am. Cer tif ied Aromatherapy
Practitioner Anna Mascia teaches
how the brain acts when confronted with stress and what to
do about it. Viewers learn how
to use the most effective essential
oils and herbs and other holistic
options to reduce anxiety and
stress naturally.
May 16, Lewis Latimer House
Museum: Boundless Devotion
for Home & Self: A Vir tual
Poetry Workshop, 2:30 pm. Former Queens Teen Poet Laureate
Trace Howard DePass leads this

workshop on verses that affirm
love, dual heritage, and the Native
American experience.
May 17, Maple Grove Cemetery: Italian Music, 6:30 pm.
Crooner Al Amico sings some
classic Italian ditties via Facebook live.
May 18, Museum of the Moving Image: Yeast and Breadmaking, 8 pm. Presented as part of
the ongoing Science on Screen
program, this live event looks as
yeast, an essential ingredient in
breadmaking. Avery Ruzicka,
founder and head baker of San
Francisco’s Manresa Bread, and
botanist Nicholas Money, author
of “The Rise of Yeast,” celebrate
kitchen “dirt” and experiment
with yeast. The fun includes a
short film, videos of extreme
fungal movements, a demo, and
a Q&A session.

Planned Parenthood Empire
State Votes PAC and Eleanor’s
Legacy announced their endorsements of Aravella Simotas for
re-election to the New York State
Assembly.
“I am honored to earn the support of Planned Parenthood and
Eleanor’s Legacy,” said Aravella
Simotas, progressive Democrat
for New York State Assembly.
“For reproductive justice to become a reality, we must ensure access to affordable healthcare, and
social and economic justice are
priorities in Albany. I am proud

to have their support to continue
fighting for real, structural change
in our state.”
“In the fight for women
and workers’ rights, economic
equality, environmental justice,
and quality healthcare--we trust
Aravella,” said Eleanor’s Legacy
President Brette McSweeney.
“Aravella’s leadership in
Albany has directly translated
into groundbreaking legislation
securing access to reproductive
healthcare and protections against
sexual harassment. Aravella’s
record of service to Queens is
defined by a clear and bold vision:
to end all forms of oppression.
When we elect women, women get
results. We are proud to endorse
Aravella Simotas for the New
York State Assembly.”
“Planned Parenthood Empire
State Votes PAC is proud to endorse Aravella Simotas, who is
a long-time champion of reproductive freedom and women’s
rights. Real change happens when
individuals and institutions demand equal rights for women and
girls-Aravella has proven time
and time again that she is that
changemaker,” said Robin Chappelle Golston, Chair of Planned
Parenthood Empire State Votes
PAC.
(Continued on page 9)
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Queensboro Dance Festival 2020 Will Run Online Only
from May to October Due to COVID-19
The organizer lives in Queens.
The troupes are based in the borough. The presentations reflect
local reality. And shows fill neighborhoods with beautiful, inspirational art.
All true, but this year the fun
will proceed only online, due to
COVID-19 concerns. Queensboro
Dance Festival 2020 will run from
Saturday, May 16, to Sunday, Oct.
4, via QDF’s Instagram account: @
queensborodancefestival.
Via a series of roughly one-hour,
interactive sessions, audiences will
enjoy live presentations, classes,
and Q&A sessions with choreographers. Plus, pre-show social media
hype will provide interesting facts
about the dancers and their genres.
As to be expected in the world’s
most diverse county, the lineup
includes Arabic Bellydance, Ballet,
Bangladeshi, Chinese, Cumbia,
Flamenco, Greek, Hawaiian, HipHop, Indian, Jazz, Latin Ballroom,
Mexican, Modern, Tap, and West
African.
The opening video on May
16 is an introduction to the 24
participating troupes with videos,
photos, and fun facts along with a
preview of the Karla Florez School
of Dance, which is the star of the
next episode, and Middle Village,
where the troupe is based.
Then, the next episodes will
stream on Mondays and Fridays at
4 pm with an Aug. 7 video at 8 pm.
Plus, three sessions with Queens
Library will air at 2 pm on three
consecutive Thursdays, June 4,
11, and 18.
Here’s the schedule. Audiences
can go to QDF’s Instagram for
updates.
May 18: Karla Florez School of
Dance (Middle Village);
May 22: Cole Collective (Astoria);
May 29: NK&D/a movement com-

pany (Astoria);
June 1: Gotham Dance Theater
(Sunnyside);
June 5: Anup Das Dance Academy
(Astoria);
June 8: Noora Dance Theater
(Astoria);
June 12: Drye/Marinaro Dance
Company (Forest Hills);
June 15: Amy Marshall Dance
Company (East Elmhurst);
June 19: FANIKE! African Dance
Troupe (Springfield Gardens);
June 22: Urvashie Kissoon (Forest
Hills);
June 26: RU Dance NY Ballroom
Dance School (Flushing);
June 29: Elisabetta Minutoli (Sunnyside);
July 3: Manhatitlan (Long Island
City);
July 10: Sheep Meadow Dance
Theatre (Long Island City);
July 13: Exquisite Chill (Jamaica);
July 17: Vivarta Arts-Preya Patel
(Kew Gardens);
July 20: Barbara Mahler Dances
(Jackson Heights);
July 24: Flamenco Latino (Jackson
Heights);
July 27: Greek American Folklore
Society (Astoria);

July 31: chrisbelldances (Long
Island City);
Aug. 3: Mala’s Odissi (Forest
Hills);
Aug. 7 at 8 pm: The Kingdom
Dance Company (Rosedale);
Aug. 10: Na Pua Mai Ka Lani Nuioka (Forest Hills); and
Aug. 14: Mae Mae Dance Studio
(Flushing).
Bonus productions with Queens
Library at 2 pm.
June 4: Indian Kathak Dance;
June 11: Mexican Folklore; and
June 18: Arabic Bellydance.
“A feeling of connection and
creativity is especially important
during this time,” stated Karesia
Batan, who founded QDF in 2014.
“It was important to us that we
find a way to still serve our community, by staying engaged with
our Queens dancers and audiences.
We want to keep everyone dancing
as much as we can.”
Editor’s note: QDF was originally
scheduled to kick off with an outdoor show at Lou Lodati Park in
Sunnyside on May 16 with additional performances slated for
parks, plazas, and libraries through
Oct. 4. Of course, this is cancelled.

AG James Calls on the NYPD to Ensure Equal Social
Distancing Enforcement in NYC Communities

Attorney General Letitia James
today called on the New York City
Police Department (NYPD) to
better address the department’s
apparent unequal enforcement of
social distancing rules throughout
the City of New York. The request
follows recent reports and videos
of aggressive enforcement tactics
by the NYPD in black and Hispanic neighborhoods, which provides
a stark contrast to reports of police
response to social distancing rules
in predominantly white neighborhoods. Attorney General James is
looking into the matter, and has
requested enforcement data from
the NYPD.
“The apparent unequal enforcement of social distancing policies
is deeply troubling, and deepens
the divide between law enforcement and the people they are
tasked to protect,” said Attorney

General James. “It is inherently
wrong to aggressively police one
group of people, yet ignore another group that commits the same
infraction. The NYPD must better
ensure that a New Yorker’s race,
color, and neighborhood does not
determine how they are patrolled.”
Recent reports, as well as accompanying photos and video,
show the NYPD’s forceful and
often hostile tactics while enforcing social distancing procedures
in communities of color. A video
taken on May 2nd in the East Village captures plainclothes NYPD
officers — who themselves are
not wearing protective masks
— arresting a black man and his
girlfriend for allegedly ignoring a verbal request to disperse.
The video later shows one of
the officers approaching a black
bystander with his taser drawn,
tackling and repeatedly punching him, dragging him onto the
sidewalk, and then kneeling on his
neck as he is handcuffed. Another
video from May 3rd shows NYPD
officers arresting black individuals who had congregated in front
of their Brownsville homes, in
one instance forcefully bodyslamming a man to the ground.
In majority white communities, it is alleged that the NYPD

reacted differently. Rather than
arresting individuals, the NYPD
issued summonses and gave out
free facemasks to the thousands of
social distance violators in public
parks across the city.
Attorney General James has requested the following information
from the NYPD:
•
All documents regarding
NYPD policies or directives for
enforcing social distancing laws
and regulations, including any
materials used to train officers
on social distancing enforcement;
• All data reflecting 311 complaints of alleged violations of
social distancing rules;
•
All data on live arrests by
NYPD officers related to a failure
to comply with social distancing
rules, including the total number
of arrests in the relevant period per
race and age group of the arrestee
and per precinct;
•
All data on criminal summonses issued by NYPD officers
related to a failure to comply with
social distancing rules, including
the total number of arrests in the
relevant period per race and age
group of the arrestee and per
precinct; and
• All data on civil summonses
(Continued on page 11)
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Whitestone Grocers Arrested And
Charged With Price Gouging

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz, along with the New
York City Police Department and
Homeland Security Investigations
(HSI) New York, today announced
the arrest of 2 individuals who allegedly sold medical face masks
from a Whitestone grocery store
Wednesday at an inflated price.
Face masks – mandated to be worn
by anyone outside who cannot socially distance from others – cost
about $1 each.
Queens District Attorney Katz
said, “Sadly, the outbreak of the
coronavirus has inspired greed
and manipulation. We are still in
the midst of a crisis and people
are still dying every day from COVID-19. We are actively seeking
out individuals and businesses that
would take advantage of people’s
real fears during this pandemic
to line their own pockets. If you
know of a business or individual
inflating the price of needed personal protection equipment, please
call my office at 718 286-6673.”
NYPD Commissioner Dermot Shea said, “The individuals
charged in this case put profits
over the health of their fellow New
Yorkers by charging exorbitant
fees for face masks that could
save people’s lives. These arrests
should serve as a warning: the
NYPD is vigilant in investigating
those who prey on New Yorkers
and attempt to financially benefit
during the pandemic.”
The District Attorney identified the defendants as Queens
residents Tae Kyong Kim, 49, of
College Point, and Jung Soo Lee,
61, of Bayside. The 2 defendants
were both issued desk appearance
tickets and ordered to appear in
court on September 4, 2020. At
that time, the defendants will be
formally charged with a New York
City Administrative Code violation under the Department of Consumer and Worker’s Protection’s
Emergency Price Gouging Rule
declaring it an unconscionable
trade practice to increase the price
of essential goods and services
during an imminent threat to public safety more than 10 percent
above the price at which the same
good could have previously been
purchased by consumers 30 to 60
days prior to the March 15, 2020
rule.
According to the charges, an
undercover detective visited the

Raspberry Farm grocery store at
150-15 14th Avenue in Whitestone, Queens Wednesday shortly
after 8 a.m. Inside the store, the
detective noticed several displays
for boxes of face masks along with
signs with purchase prices for the
masks. The price tag for a box of
2 KF94 masks was $10.
The “buyer” picked up a box and
the merchant allegedly charged
him $10.
Continuing, the DA said, according to the charges, a second
detective visited the store shortly
after 12 noon the same day and
saw
12 boxes of 10 KN95 masks listed
for $45 each. This “buyer”
allegedly purchased a single box
for $45 from the cashier. Police
allegedly recovered 24 boxes
containing 10 KN95 masks, 35
boxes containing 50 disposable
face masks, 31 boxes containing
4 disposable masks, 153 single
packs of KF94 face masks and 67
dust proof face masks.
Further, according to the
charges, said the District Attorney, law enforcement executed a
court-authorized search warrant
yesterday at the grocery store. Police allegedly recovered invoices
showing the managers paid $30
for the KN95 masks they were
re-selling for $45. And they allegedly charged $39 for a box of
50 disposable masks, which they
allegedly purchased for $24. The
defendants allegedly told police in
sum and substance that they had
increased the prices of everything
in their store by 50 percent.
The joint investigation was conducted by members of the Queens
District Attorney’s Office, the
New York City Police Department
and Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) New York.
Assistant District Attorney
Rachel B. Stein, of the District
Attorney’s Economic and Environmental Crimes Bureau, is
prosecuting the case under the
supervision of Assistant District
Attorney Christina Hanophy, Bureau Chief, and under the overall
supervision of Executive Assistant
District Attorney for Investigations Gerard A. Brave.
It should be noted that a
criminal complaint is merely an
accusation and that a defendant is
presumed innocent until proven
guilty.
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NYS Department of Labor Announces $6.8 Billion in
Unemployment Benefits Paid to New Yorkers, New Initiative
to Proactively Inform Applicants of Their Claim’s Status
New Yorkers will Receive Regular Updates on the Status of their
Unemployment Applications via
Email or Text
Proactive Messages will also Remind New Yorkers with Complete,
Payable Claims that They Must
Submit Federally Required Certifications Every Week to get Paid
The New York State Department of Labor this week
announced a new initiative to
proactively inform New Yorkers
of the status of their unemployment benefit application to help
them follow its progress. The effort, part of a broader campaign
to proactively communicate with
New Yorkers applying for unemployment benefits, will use emails
and text messages to keep New
Yorkers informed throughout the
process — from submission to
approval.
In addition, the Department
of Labor announced that $6.8
billion in unemployment benefits has been paid to New York
workers since the beginning of
the COVID-19 pandemic. This
amount, paid over the course of
two months, is more than three
times the $2.1 billion the department paid in total unemployment
benefits during 2019.
“Like every state, New York
is facing a historic surge in unemployment claims — but we are
moving faster than other states to
get money into the hands of New
Yorkers, and in just two months
we’ve paid over three years’ worth

of benefits,” NYS Labor Commissioner Roberta Reardon said. “I’ve
been unemployed before myself,
I know that losing your job is
extremely anxiety-inducing, and
I hope these new efforts to communicate directly to New Yorkers
as their applications are processed
will help make this difficult time
a little less stressful.”
Since the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic, 33 million
Americans have filed for unemployment benefits, including more
than 1.8 million New Yorkers.
This unprecedented surge has
strained states’ ability to process
applications and deliver payments
to those who are unemployed.
In New York, the Department
of Labor has rapidly increased its
capacity to accept applications,
process claims, and pay benefits
— including through a partnership with Google Cloud to build
a new online unemployment
application. The department has
also enhanced its communications
efforts, including issuing a directive to remind New York-based
employers they are required to
provide unemployed New Yorkers
with the information they need
to apply for benefits; contacting
individuals with completed, payable claims to ensure they submit
federally required weekly certifications to release their payments;
and launching new online process
that will allow New Yorkers who
did not certify in previous weeks
to submit certifications for prior
weeks and receive their money
faster and easier.

The Department of Labor’s
newest initiative will further
those efforts by creating a system
to regularly inform New Yorkers
about the status of their unemployment benefit application and provide updates as their application
is processed. The new mechanism
will email or text New Yorkers
at various steps throughout the
application process and inform
them of next steps they must take.
Inflection points that will result in
a message include:
• When an application is submitted;
• When an application is processed; and
• When a claim becomes payable.
In addition, the Department of
Labor has:
• Rolled out a new, streamlined
online application that allows New
Yorkers to seamlessly apply for
either traditional unemployment
insurance or the new Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance in
one system - well before many
other states launched their PUA
applications;
•
Launched a major call-back
initiative to proactively call New
Yorkers with partially completed
applications and obtain the information needed to process their
claims. To date, the DOL has made
over 690,000 proactive calls; and
• Increased the number of Department of Labor representatives
handling calls and processing
applications from 400 people
working five days a week to up to
3,100 individuals working seven
days a week.

Take Advantage of Free Filing Software Online and
Maintain Social Distancing

The New York State Department of Taxation and Finance
recently announced more than
185,400 taxpayers have filed both
their federal and New York State
personal income tax returns for
free through the department’s
website, www.tax.ny.gov. That’s
already nearly a 20% increase
from last year with two months
still to file ahead of the extended
July 15 deadline. Additionally, the
Free File program has saved New
York taxpayers $39 million on tax
preparation fees.
A Tax Department awareness
campaign launched in January
helped drive the spike in use. It included a targeted email to millions
of eligible taxpayers, partnerships
with other state agencies and
community organizations, media
interviews, and social media engagement. In addition, more than
85% of those who used the free tax
preparation software to complete
and file their returns reported that
it was easy.
To be directed to the free filing options, simply click Free File
your income tax return on the Tax
Department’s website.
Each year, millions of New Yorkers qualify to file their personal
income tax returns for free from
the convenience of their homes.
Taxpayers who earned $69,000
or less in 2019 are eligible to file
both their federal and New York
State income tax returns by using
the Free File software available

online.
To ensure you’re not charged
a fee, you must go to the Tax Department’s website to complete
your return. You’ll save preparation fees, prevent costly errors,
and ensure that you receive any
refund you’re owed in the most
efficient way possible.
The Tax Department has produced a series of video tutorials
to assist New Yorkers with the
tax return filing process. Topics
range from gathering the necessary documents to choosing the
right software. You can view the
videos at our Get ready to e-file
your income tax return webpage.
“We urge eligible taxpayers
to take advantage of the Free File
program—an especially important resource now during this
time of social distancing,” said
New York State Commissioner
of Taxation and Finance Michael Schmidt. “The available tax
preparation software guides them
through the process and helps ensure they don’t overlook beneficial
tax credits and deductions.”
Tax filing tips
Prepare and file your return
electronically. E-filing speeds
processing times so you receive
your refund sooner, reduces errors
and subsequent requests for additional information, and is more
secure than sending your return
through the mail.
Have driver licenses handy. You
must provide driver license infor-

mation for you and your spouse.
This guards against fraudulent
returns and erroneous refunds
claimed by identity thieves.
Be sure to provide correct
social security numbers for you,
your spouse, and your dependents
to prevent processing and refund
delays.
Choose direct deposit as your
refund method. To do this, simply
check direct deposit on your tax
return, then be sure to enter your
correct bank account and routing
numbers. When you combine the
power of e-file and direct deposit,
you can receive your New York
State tax refund up to two weeks
sooner than if you filed on paper
and requested that a refund check
be mailed to you.
Check the status of your refund
online. The Check your Refund
application is the fastest, most
convenient way to determine
when to expect your refund. It’s
available 24/7 and provides the
same information available to
Tax Department phone representatives.
Report estimated tax payments
accurately. Create an Online Services account at the Tax Department website and you’ll be able to
pay estimated tax electronically,
check your balances, and review
your payment history.
Include all required forms
and schedules. Paper filers must
(Continued on page 9)

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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Consumer Alert: The Division of Consumer Protection
Provides Safety Reminders for Keeping
Kids Safe at Home and Online

Follow Simple Steps to Keep
Kids Safe While Learning Online
Practice Fire Safety in the Home
and Keep Children Safe from
Common Household Hazards
The New York State Division
of Consumer Protection (DCP)
is sharing important household
safety reminders for parents and
guardians with young children at
home. With the remainder of the
school year being taught remotely,
children are using popular video
conferencing apps and a variety
of online tools to stay connected
to educators and friends. DCP
empowers parents and guardians
with several steps to protect their
child’s privacy online to secure
their immediate and long-term
safety. Consumers are also reminded that it’s important to keep
children safe in the home by staying up to date on fire prevention
and common household hazards
to eliminate the risk associated
with preventable injuries.
“With New York State on
‘PAUSE’ during this unprecedented public health crisis, kids
and families are spending more
time indoors and online,” said
Secretary of State Rossana Rosado. “It’s important for parents
and guardians to ensure the home
is safe. Following these simple
safety tips and engaging the
family in these fun activities will
help prevent harm and reduce the
risk presented with unnecessary
medical treatment trips outside
the home.”
Information Privacy Tips:
More children are turning to
video services to do schoolwork
and stay connected with each
other. Below are tips to help protect your child’s privacy online:
• Facebook Messenger for Kids.
The social media platform Facebook’s Messenger for Kids tool
has grown exponentially during
social distancing. If you are considering this tool for your children
to keep in touch with their friends,
it is important that you review
and set parental controls. For
instance, choosing to “limit adult
content” in the Restrictions section does not allow “adult” videos
to pop up after your child opens a
video link from a friend.
• Other Videoconferencing and
Meetings Apps. When joining a
video chat, the default settings
are not always favorable to private
meetings. Before joining a meeting, parents and guardians should:
• Know the meeting organizer
and only use trusted links where
the meeting organizer is controlling who enters the meeting.
• Not join public links that appear on public sites or social media without password protections.
If someone sets up their meeting
using those details, ask them to
make the meeting more private or
set up the meeting yourself.

• Check whether the meeting is
being recorded. Each video conferencing program indicates when
their meeting is being recorded
differently – find out in advance
how the program sets those indicators and double check when you
are on the call.
• Follow these additional basic
steps to protect your family while
using video conferencing apps.
• Confirm you are using a secure network for logging on to
devices and apps while at home.
Even when a WiFi router comes
with a password to access the
network, the main router may not
be fully secured because it can
be accessed through a universal
login. Check with your WiFi provider before connecting to your
WiFi network. If the network is
secured with a universal login,
work with the provider to adjust
the settings.
• Software Updates. Keep security software and system updates
current. Having the latest version
is the best defense against viruses, malware, and other online
threats. When updating software
and apps, it is critical to know
what you are installing. BEFORE
clicking install, do a search to see
if there are any known issues with
the upgrade, particularly for your
devices and computers.
•
Sneaky Cameras. Cameras
are in everything from phones,
computers, toys, baby and pet
monitors, televisions and communications devices. However,
cameras can be accessed and
activated by hackers without the
devices being engaged. When
you are not using the camera,
put a blocker in place over the
opening. Protect yourself from
unwanted invasions of your home.
•
Fun Activity. Go through
any apps that your children use
and adjust the privacy settings
together.
Fire Safety Tips:
• Charging Electronic Devices
and Toys. When charging phones
and other electronic devices (toys,
tablets, wireless headsets, etc.),
keep charging stations in sight
and do not plug too many devices
into one electric socket. Many
modern electronic devices and
toys require additional electricity to charge and can overload
circuits. Overloaded electrical
outlets can short out and cause
fires. Use power strips with output overvoltage protection and
short circuit protection to account
for the new electricity demands of
today’s devices.
• Working carbon monoxide and
smoke detectors are still top of
the list for home safety. Change
batteries twice a year – during
the Spring and Fall time changes!
Make sure you have detectors in
each of your sleeping areas and in
the kitchen. If you have multiple

floors in your home, make sure
there is at least one of each on every floor. Detectors are now sold
with ten-year batteries. If you do
not like changing batteries, now
might be a good time to switch.
• Fire Planning. Plan two exits
out of any room in your home.
Be sure everyone knows the plan.
Keep a working flashlight by each
exit and clutter out of the way.
• Fun Activity. Create a family
fire escape plan and test it with a
home fire drill.
Tips for Families with Young
Children:
•
Modern televisions can tip
over easily. Older televisions
are heavy but also are a tip over
hazard. Secure your televisions,
electronic devices, and gaming
consoles to avoid young children
getting hurt if any machines
tip over. Televisions should be
mounted on the wall. Electronic
cords and wires should be tucked
behind entertainment consoles,
away from prying little fingers!
•
Cordless Window Blinds.
The window treatment industry
has agreed to phase out window
treatments with cords. From
2012 to 2017, the CPSC received
50 fatality reports related to window cord strangulation among
infants and young children. Stock
window coverings sold in stores
or online should be cordless or
free of accessible cords to meet a
revised voluntary safety standard
that took effect on December 15,
2018 across the country. Upgrade
to cordless as part of your spring
cleaning and home improvement
plans.
• Children are faster than you
think. It is important to lock away
medicines and cleaning supplies.
Install and keep safety gates/
guards – for stairs and windows –
always locked. Never leave children alone in the bathtub when
they are young. Always secure
furniture and electronics away
from climbing, prying hands.
•
Toy Check. Toys are tested
for age-appropriate development.
Small parts and magnets can be
serious hazards for younger children that may have access to older
children’s toys. Check the age on
toys and always check for recalls
before letting kids play with toys.
Learn about additional toy safety
tips here.
The New York State Division
of Consumer Protection serves
to educate, assist and empower
the State’s consumers. For more
consumer protection information, call the DCP Helpline at
800-697-1220, Monday through
Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm or visit
the DCP website at www.dos.
ny.gov/consumerprotection. The
Division can also be reached via
Twitter at @NYSConsumer or
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
nysconsumer
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Take Advantage of Free Filing Software

Online and Maintain Social Distancing
(Continued from page 8)
include Form IT-2, Summary of
W-2 Statements.
Include the information that
shows eligibility for any claims
for credits or deductions. Paper
filers must attach supporting documentation to their return, which
is another reason we encourage
the switch to e-filing; the tax
preparation software automatically includes this information.
Tax preparation software does
the math for you automatically.
If you’re doing your own math,

double check your calculations.
If you do forgo the simplicity
and convenience of direct deposit,
make sure your mailing address is
correct when requesting a refund
check by mail. Any error can
delay the delivery of your refund.
Reminder: The Tax Department has extended the due date
for New York State personal
income tax returns to July 15,
2020. The original due date was
April 15, 2020. See Tax Department response to novel coronavirus (COVID-19) for additional
information.

NHTSA Announces Grant Program
to Help States Inform Vehicle Owners
About Safety Recalls
The U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration
recently announced that States can
apply for funding to help drivers
learn about and repair open safety
recalls on their vehicles.
“Recalls are serious. Recall
repairs are completely free to
the consumer. These grants will
serve as an example to the rest
of the country as we continue to
work across government to reach
consumers in new and creative
ways with potentially lifesaving
information about their vehicles,”
said U.S Transportation Secretary
Elaine L. Chao.
In 2017, NHTSA entered a
$222,300 cooperative agreement with the State of Maryland,
launching a two-year pilot program to provide open recall information to consumers when they
register a new vehicle or renew a
registration. From April 2018 to
January 2020, Maryland had 4.6
million vehicle registrations renewed, with 456,000 of those vehicles identified as having 943,000
open recalls. Of those, 371,000
individual recalls were repaired,
according to the Maryland Motor
Vehicle Administration, and more
than 32% of the recalls remedied
were air bags.
The grant program provides
funds totaling $1.5 million for
as many as six States to notify
consumers of open recalls during

vehicle registration. Participating
States will notify owners and lessees of vehicles with open recalls
along with registration notices.
The States will also provide a brief
description of the defect, the nature of the recall, and information
on getting it fixed immediately
at the manufacturer’s authorized
dealer.
The States will implement
the notification program for a
two-year period and evaluate
the results. This program is intended to supplement and does
not in any way replace the vehicle
manufacturer’s legal obligation to
alert consumers of recalls on their
vehicles and to provide a remedy
free of charge.
“Getting a recall repaired could
save your life – or the life of someone you love. Recalls are serious,
and recall repairs are completely
free. I encourage States to apply
for funding and join us in spreading this lifesaving message,” said
NHTSA Deputy Administrator
James Owens.
On average, only about 60%
of recalled vehicles are repaired.
Improving recall remedy rates is
a NHTSA priority, especially due
to the Takata air bag recall, the
largest and most complex recall
in automotive history.
Consumers can check their VIN
for open recalls at any time by using NHTSA’s VIN lookup tool at
nhtsa.gov/recalls.

Planned Parenthood Empire State
Votes and Eleanor’s Legacy Endorse
Aravella Simotas for NY State Assembly
(Continued from page 6)
Aravella Simotas currently serves
in the New York State Assembly, where she represents western
Queens and chairs the Task Force on
Women’s Issues. She has amassed
a deep record fighting for gender
justice, combatting discrimination,
expanding access to healthcare,
and addressing climate change, gun
violence, and consumer protection
issues. Her leadership has led to
sweeping reforms to strengthen pro-

tections against workplace harassment and discrimination. Raised in
Queens, Aravella has always stood
up for the priorities of New Yorkers.
Aravella has also been endorsed
by Vote Mama, CWA, Jim Owles
Liberal Democratic Club, 32BJ
SEIU, LIUNA NY, 1199SEIU,
Teamsters Local 831, Stonewall
Democrats of NYC, and UFCW
Local 1500. The primary will be
held on June 23.
For more information, visit:
www.aravella.com
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Queens Theatre Launches Queens Storytellers Online
Series – And Encourages Audiences to Share Their Stories
In Five Minutes!
Venue’s virtual opportunities also
include Digital Story Circles, and
a Maker Series showcasing cooking lessons – including one from
Marissa Troeschel, a finalist on
Great American Baking Show:
Holiday Edition –
You don’t have to stand on stage
to share your story to a global
audience – you can do it from the
comfort of your living room (or
any room, in fact!). Starting this
Friday, Queens Theatre is giving
folks an opportunity to tell their
stories as part of the cultural gem’s
virtual series, Queens Storytellers
Online.
“Throughout our history,
Queens Theatre has always found
creative and fun ways to engage
with audiences of all ages – and
this new series is a way to continue
that tradition,” said Executive
Director Taryn Sacramone. “Our
community is incredibly important to us, and we remain committed to providing our community
with opportunities to discover and
enjoy the arts. Queens Theatre is
no exception.”
Queens Storytellers Online,
moderated by David Lawson,
features stories from writers and
performers whose work has been
featured on The Moth, Comedy
Central, The Public Theater, and
stages and screens all around New
York City and across the nation.
Each show – airing Friday nights
at 7:30 PM - features an opportunity for audiences to tell their own
true five-minute story.
Queens Theatre also launched
two initiatives where audiences –
on their desktops, laptops, smartphones and iPads – can connect
with others in meaningful ways
while maintaining social distance
guidelines.
Digital Story Circles offers a
way – each Friday at 1:00 PM - for
community members to hang out

in a virtual space to share what
is on their minds and what ways
they are now using to connect with
each other during this period of
uncertainty and isolation.
Queens Theatre’s Director
of Community Engagement Domenic D’Andrea is moderating
these digital forums (limited to
20 participants on a first-come,
first-served basis) with rapidfire prompts to promote sharing
stories about how we are making
our ways through the current
pandemic.
This Friday, participants can
weigh in on the topic, “What Are
We Eating? Also on tap:
The free Maker Series – each
Wednesday at 1:00 PM - provides
step-by-step instructions to learn
some basic cooking, baking, and
crafting techniques that can be
done with common items and ingredients. This program engages
us with new ways to create, to
practice self-care, and to make
the best use of the resources in
our homes.
“In both of these series, we are
providing opportunities to connect with others, to share stories,
to offer ideas, and also to have
some fun,” Sacramone said. “Even
as we socially distance ourselves,
Queens Theatre wants to be in
your living room, in your kitchen,
and in your heart.”
Participants can join #QTMakes
as a participant or an observer,
and will be “on stage” with the
Maker and able to interact. In advance, participants must gather a
limited list of ingredients. (limited
to 20 participants per event, on
a first-come, first-served basis).
Observers will be able to watch
the full event and will have an
opportunity to ask questions and
join the conversation at the end of
the event.
But this isn’t all. In the coming weeks, Queens Theatre will

showcase previously recorded
performances, hold Zoom workshops for schoolteachers, and offer
programs for people at senior centers. Sustaining Queens Theatre’s
ability to provide these – and
other programs – is a new grant
from NYC COVID-19 Response
& Impact Fund in The New York
Community Trust.
In addition to the online initiatives, Queens Theatre leadership,
and staff have been reaching
out to longtime patrons. “People
have always come to us not just
to see what is on the stage, but to
find community and belonging,”
Sacramone said. “We miss seeing
and hearing from them in person,
and so we’ve all been contacting
them to say “hello,’ check on their
welfare, and to let them know how
appreciative we’ve been for their
support. It means the world to
them, and to us, to connect with
one another.”
Founded in 1989, Queens Theatre is a performing arts center
located in Flushing Meadows Corona Park. Known for family entertainment, theatrical premieres
and productions representative of
the cultural diversity of its home,
where more than 2.4 people reside
and more than 205 languages are
spoken daily.
As a result of the pandemic,
the theatre joined all other cultural
institutions in the city in closing
its doors and ending its in-person
season until the crisis is over. Each
season, Queens Theatre offers theatre, dance, a family series, new
play development, education programs for all ages, and community
engagement events. Three years
ago, Queens Theatre launched a
major initiative - Theatre For All
(TFA) - to advance the inclusion
of disabled individuals in the performing arts - as artists, cultural
workers, audience members, and
students.

Pheffer Amato Announces Daniel Randell as Chief of Staff
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway) has
announced that her Deputy Chief
of Staff, Daniel Randell, will now
hold the title of Chief of Staff
effective immediately. Randell
is a Bayside native and current
Rockaway resident, joining Pheffer Amato’s team in January of
2017 as a Community Liaison.
Randell began his legislative
career as an intern in the State
Assembly in 2014 while attending
SUNY Albany. After graduating
from SUNY Albany with a bachelor’s degree in Political Science,
Randell went on to work as a Real
Estate Coordinator with MTA
Capital Construction. Randell

studied Public Administration at
Baruch College, graduating with
his Masters of Public Administration in 2017 while working parttime in Pheffer Amato’s office.
Randell has gained extensive experience in the legislative process
while working in Pheffer Amato’s
Office, as well as handling cases
large and small with constituents,
civic associations and government
agencies.
Most notably, Randell stepped
up during the beginning of the
COVID-19 Pandemic by helping
to facilitate food and mask donations throughout the community
and helping to create a daily newsletter on behalf of Pheffer Amato.

“Danny is such a valuable
asset to Team Stacey and I am
thrilled he has been a part of my
team since day one. Danny has
gained extensive experience in the
legislative process, as well as handling cases large and small with
constituents in this district and I
am confident he will continue to
do so in his role as Chief of Staff,”
Pheffer Amato said. “Danny’s
strong work ethic, dedication, and
capacity for management have
earned him this role and I am
sure that as Chief of Staff, Danny
will continue to serve effectively.
I look forward to having him as
a partner in service to this great
district!

Council Member Miller Provides Lunch to USPS, DSNY,
and MTA Workers
Council Member I. Daneek
Miller (D-Jamaica) provided
lunches to three local post offices
on Monday in partnership with
The Showing Hearts Foundation.
Meals were provided to USPS
workers at the Queens Village,
Cambria Heights, and St. Albans
Post Offices. The Post Master
joined the Council Member and

event sponsors at the St. Albans
location. The lunches were catered
by Good Taste Catering, a local
eatery in Cambria Heights and
included an assortment of chicken,
fish, rice, mac & cheese, and cake.
On Tuesday, Council Member
Miller provided lunches to DSNY
workers at the Queens 12 facility
and MTA workers at the Baisley

Bus Depot in partnership with
Ar timus NYC, BR P Companies, OMNI New York, Emblem
Health, American Recycling, and
National Standard Abstract. The
lunches for this event were catered
by Southern Girls Soul Food, a
local restaurant in Springfield
(Continued on page 11)
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Queens Taste 2020 Cancelled
COVID-19 Fears Foil Annual
Festival of Local Cuisine
It would have been the Party of
the Year with several dozen local
restaurants and beverage purveyors providing samples of their
products to hundreds of revelers in
a really fun venue. However, due
to the COVID-19 crisis, Queens
Taste will not take place this year.
The organizers -- Queens Economic Development Corporation
and Queens Tourism Council –
had hoped to reschedule the 18th
annual May event for October,
but now they have announced the
cancellation.
“We’re saddened by this
decision, but there’s so much
uncertainty that even holding it
in the fall is not feasible,” stated
QEDC Executive Director Seth
Bornstein. “We hope for a healthier 2021 and we’ll hold another
Queens Taste then.”
Last year, an estimated 500
people attended Queens Taste to
sample cuisine from such countries as China, Colombia, Guyana, Haiti, India, Italy, Malaysia,
Mexico, Thailand, Trinidad, and
the Philippines. The extremely

popular food-and-networking celebration was at the New York Hall
of Science in Flushing Meadows
Corona Park, where it’s been for
the past five years.
“We were hoping to hold a
triumphant, post-COVID affair
and show off the borough’s businesses, but this disease is too
dangerous,” added QTC Director
Rob MacKay. “It’s a shame, but
we’ll be back.”
In addition to promoting the
borough and its gastronomy,
Queens Taste raises funds for
QEDC whose mission is to create
and retain jobs through programming that grows neighborhoods,
assists small businesses, and
promotes tourism and business
development. QTC is a subdivision of QEDC.
Editor’s note: In response to
COVID, QEDC has a developed a
document with detailed information on business assistance. It can
be accessed at http://bit.ly/helpforsmallbiz. For business counseling, send an email to info@
queensny.org, and an advisor will
follow up. In addition, webinars
to assist businesses as they reopen
will be scheduled soon.

Meng Announces Millions in Coronavirus
Funding For Local Health Providers
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) announced the awarding
of $50.7 million in federal funding for health-related providers
located in her congressional district in Queens. The funds, which
are allocated under the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act, will help
1,485 local providers in the fight
against the COVID-19 pandemic.
The CARES Act was the third
coronavirus relief bill that was
passed by Congress and enacted
into law.
“Queens has been the epicenter of the coronavirus crisis and
many of my constituents continue

to suffer from the effects of the
outbreak,” said Meng. “These
funds are vital. It is essential that
we receive the financial resources
we need, and I’m pleased that
funding from the CARES Act
is making its way to providers
in communities throughout our
congressional district. I commend this funding but we need
even more, and I will continue the
fight to ensure that we obtain all
the money we deserve.”
The $50.7 million will go to
medical offices, labs, hospitals,
health care facilities, nursing
homes, rehabilitation centers and
other health-related facilities.

Electrolit Donates 100k Hydration . . .
(Continued from page 4)
regional locations, NYC Health
+ Hospitals is the largest public
health care system in the country.
Top-ranked in trauma care, inpatient specialties, and mental
health services, NYC Health +
Hospitals’ mission is to make
communities healthy through a
robust network of hospital-based
primary care services for children
and adults.
“NYC Health + Hospitals facilities are at the epicenter of the
COVID-19 pandemic response,
and our heroic employees are
providing lifesaving support to
all our patients and ensuring they
receive the individual care they
need. We want to offer as many
resources as possible to our health
care workers so they can continue
to strive and provide the best care
to our patients,” said Dr. Eric Wei,
Vice President and Chief Quality Officer. “We are so grateful
to Electrolit for their generosity.
These beverages will help to keep
our workforce on the front lines
both healthy and hydrated.”
Scientifically formulated with
magnesium, sodium, potassium,
calcium and glucose, Electrolit

provides complete hydration
when electrolytes and ions are
low. Electrolit is honored to
provide their beverages to dedicated frontline workers and looks
forward to future partnerships
with related organizations. For
more information, visit https://
electrolit.com/ or follow them on
Instagram or Facebook.
About Electrolit - Electrolit
manufactures a scientifically
formulated premium hydration
beverage that replenishes the
body after physical activity, intense heat, hangovers, or sickness.
Formulated with magnesium,
potassium, calcium, sodium glucose, and sodium lactate plus six
ions for electrolyte absorption,
Electrolit aids in recovery of the
hydro-electrolytic imbalance,
fulfilling metabolic and hydration
needs. Available in nine delicious
f lavors, Electrolit is currently
offered in grocery, convenience
and online channels across the nation, including Walmart, Kroger,
HEB, 7-Eleven, Circle-K and
more. Electrolit is manufactured
and owned by Pisa Pharmaceuticals, the largest pharmaceutical
company in Mexico and Latin
America.
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Notice of Formation: 12001 18AV LLC Ar ticles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
2/28/2020. Office loc: Queens
County. SSNY designated for
service of process. SSNY shall
mail copies of any process
served against the LLC to 1110 130th St. College Point,
Flushing, NY 11356 Purpose:
Any lawful purpose or activity.
4/30, 5/7,14,21,28&6/4/2020

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
EAGLEE2E LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 01/30/2020.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: 68-30 76th Street,
Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

Notice of Formation of 23-11
27TH STREET LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 04/03/20. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to Greenberg
& Schulman, 90 Woodbridge
C e n t e r D r. , S t e . 2 0 0 ,
Woodbridge, NJ 07095-1182.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

El Amanecer Multiservice,
LLC Filed with SSNY on
01/20/2020. Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent for
process & shall mail copy to:
9028 80 Street Woodhaven
NY 11421 Purpose: any lawful.
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020

Notice of Formation of JADISS
N.Y. LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/12/2020. Office location:
Q u e e ns C o unt y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 415 Manhattan
Blvd., Islip Terrace, NY 11752.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020
Notice of formation of NY
DREAM BUILDERS LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 09/27/2019. Office
located in QUEENS. SSNY has
been designated for service of
process. SSNY shall mail copy of
any process served against the
LLC 30-50 WHITESTONE EXPY,
SUITE 105, FLUSHING,NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020
Notice of Formation of A TREE
FALLS ENTERTAINMENT
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 04/24/2020. Office location:
Q ue ens C ount y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 178-10 Wexford
Terrace, 3D, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/7,14,21,28,6/4&11/2020
Vista Realty 10-21 LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/10/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against may
be served & shall mail process
to c/o Claddagh Electronics,
10-32 47th Rd., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
GAZALBLITZ 11 LLC, a domestic
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on 3/9/2020. Office
location: QUEENS County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail a copy of process
to: The LLC, 11-11 44TH DRIVE
LONG ISLAND CITY NY 11101.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
4/9,16,23,30,5/7&14/2020

Notice of Formation of VARSITY
STA FFI N G & T R A I NI N G
SOLUTIONS LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/16/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to 19215H 67th Avenue,
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/14,21,28,6/4,11&18/2020
HAROLD STARK 197-30 LLC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 4/21/2020.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
desig. agent of LLC whom
proc ess may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to
197-30 Jamaica Ave., Hollis,
NY 11423, which is also the
principal buisness location.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
5/14,21,28,6/4,11&18/2020
JONDELL 3 LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with the SSNY on 03/13/20.
Office: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the LLC,
69-06 Grand Avenue,
M a s p e t h , N Y 11 3 7 8 .
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
5/14,21,28,6/4,11&18/2020
Notice of formation of
MEDLINS PROMISE HOME
CARE AGENCY LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 09/23/2019. Office
located in Queens. SSNY has
been designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC 428 Beach 65th
Street, Arverne, NY 11692.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
5/14,21,28,6/4,11&18/2020
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CM Miller
Provides Lunch
to USPS,
DSNY, and
MTA Workers
(Continued from page 10)
Gardens.
“Sanitation employees
are on the front lines fighting through this crisis every
day to keep the city running, although they don’t
always get recognized as
“first responders” or “essential workers,” said Julie
Raskin, Executive Director of the Foundation for
NY’s Strongest, the official nonprofit affiliate of
DSNY. “Our employees in
Queens 12 will be thrilled
to be recognized by Council
Member Miller. The meals
will provide a much-needed
morale boost.”
“These workers are all
unsung heroes of the COVID-19 crisis. They’ve continued to show up to work
each day to keep our city
functioning despite considerable risks to their safety.
We all rely on the seamless
services that these essential
workers provide, and their
dedication and commitment
to service is more evident
than ever. I thank our generous sponsors for joining us
in this effort,” said Council
Member I. Daneek Miller,
Chair of the Civil Service
and Labor Committee.

AG James Calls
on the NYPD
to Ensure
Equal Social
Distancing Enforcement in
NYC
Communities
(Continued from page 7)
issued by NYPD officers related to a failure to comply
with social distancing rules,
including the total number
of arrests in the relevant
period per race and age
group of the arrestee and
per precinct.
The Civil Rights Bureau
of the Office of the New
York State Attorney General enforces laws that protect all New Yorkers from
discrimination based on
race, color, or national origin, among other protected
classes. If an individual
believes they have been a
victim of discrimination
or have other information
relevant to this inquiry,
they can contact the Civil
Rights Bureau by calling
212-416-8250 or emailing
civil.rights@ag.ny.gov.
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MENG INTRODUCES LEGISLATION TO
COMBAT COVID-19 HATE CRIMES
Rise in discrimination and
violence continues amid
coronavirus pandemic
With various communities continuing to struggle
with the surge in discriminatory attacks during the
coronav i r us pa ndem ic,
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) announced today
that she has introduced legislation that seeks to provide
greater federal government
oversight of COVID-19 hate
crimes, and require the Department of Justice (DOJ)
to provide Congress with
regular updates on the status
of reported bias incidents.
Since the beginning of
the crisis, there have been
numerous reports of Asian
Americans being threatened, harassed, or assaulted.
The pandemic has also fueled a rise in anti-Semitic
incidents against the Jewish community, and caused
concern among members of
the LGBTQ community. As
a result, these communities,
in addition to working to
combat the coronavirus, are
left fighting an additional
front – that of hate and injustice.
Entitled the COVID-19
Hate Crimes Act (H.R.6721),
Meng’s bill would require
the Attorney General to
designate a DOJ officer or
employee to:
(1) Facilitate the expedited
review of COVID-19 hate
crimes reported to federal,
state, and/or local law enforcement; and
(2) Report to Congress
monthly on the status of
these cases, including any
resources provided to complainants, and actions taken
to further investigate those
incidents, with data disaggregated by victim’s race,
ethnicity, socioeconomic
background, and location of
occurrence. These reports
would be required to be provided for at least until one
year after the COVID-19
public health emergency is
lifted.
“As millions across the
nation are worried about and
impacted by the coronavirus
outbreak, many are also
living in fear following the
dramatic increase of threats
and attacks against different communities due to the
rise in COVID-19-related
bigotry and hate. Many are
afraid of abusive and violent acts being committed
against them and their loved
ones,” said Congresswoman
Meng. “During this time of
heightened anxiety, we must
do everything possible to
protect the safety of every
single person – no matter
their race, ethnicity, religion
or background. The COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act is
a necessary step to confront
this disgusting and deplorable rise in intolerance and
violence, and I urge all my
colleagues to join my effort

to fight these bias crimes,
and keep all Americans
safe.”
“We are grateful for
Represent at ive Meng’s
leadership in responding
to the rise in anti-Asian
hate incidents during the
COVID-19 pandemic,” said
John C. Yang, President
and Executive Director of
Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC. “We
need greater transparency
and accountability in the
reporting and handling of
COVID-19-related hate
crimes by law enforcement
at the local, state, and federal levels. Asian Americans
Advancing Justice | AAJC
is committed to countering hate in all its forms,
and we will to continue to
push for a comprehensive
approach to documenting
and addressing hate crimes
and prioritizing protecting
health and safety for all.”
“We thank Congresswoman Meng for introducing the COVID-19 Hate
Crimes Act to improve the
ability of the federal government to respond to acts
of hate in a coordinated
fashion,” said National
Asian Pacific American
Bar Association (NAPABA)
President Bonnie Lee Wolf.
“Unfortunately, the emergence of the coronavirus has
led to an increase in acts of
hate and discrimination targeting the Asian American
and Pacific Islander community. By coordinating
a review of incidents and
reporting at a federal level,
law enforcement, government, and communities
can better work together to
identify strategies to combat
acts of hate.”
“During this pandemic,
we have seen a rash of hatemotivated attacks targeting
Asian Americans and other
marginalized communities. Many people in these
communities are working
on the front lines in hospitals, grocery stores, cabs
and more and they deserve
our support, not hate,” said
Madihha Ahussain, Muslim
Advocates’ special counsel for anti-Muslim bigotry. “The COVID-19 Hate
Crimes Act is a needed step
forward towards protecting
our community and holding
perpetrators of hate crimes
accountable for their actions
and stopping this rampant
bigotry.”
“As a health justice organization and as a public
health advocate, we always
care about the well-being
of our communities,” said
Juliet K. Choi, Executive
Vice President of the Asian
& Pacific Islander American Health Forum. “The
insidious nature of racism
and hate motivated crimes
affects the entire well-being
of our communities. We
are pleased that Congresswoman Grace Meng has

introduced legislation that
will put immediate federal
resources to investigate and
address hate crimes during
the COVID-19 pandemic.”
“Discrimination and
xenophobia anywhere are
unacceptable. COVID-19
has affected all communities, and it is appalling
that Asian Americans have
become targets of physical and verbal abuse and
other acts of hate,” said
Adam Carbullido, Director
of Policy and Advocacy at
the Association of Asian
Pacific Community Health
Organizations. “Like many,
Asian Americans are on the
front lines in combating
COVID-19, serving as trusted health care providers and
other essential workers.
Acts of hate and violence
against our communities
make it difficult for medical providers to give care
and stokes fear in patients
who are afraid to seek the
care they need. AAPCHO
commends Representative
Meng for her leadership in
introducing this legislation
and for being a firm champion against all forms of discrimination. Her bill would
ensure that hate crimes
against Asian Americans
are appropriately investigated and perpetrators
are brought to justice. We
urge all our elected leaders
to support this bill and to
denounce all forms of antiAsian xenophobia. Viruses
don’t discriminate; we must
stand together to overcome
this crisis.”
“The surge in antiAsian hate has been felt
especially by women, who
have reported between two
and three times more instances of harassment and
violence than men in just
the past several weeks,”
said Sung Yeon Choimorrow, Executive Director of
the National Asian Pacific
American Women’s Forum.
“Recently, I have personally
been on the receiving end
of racist harassment, when
I was taking a walk with
my five-year-old daughter.
Our government has a critical role and responsibility
in ensuring the health and
safety of our communities
and this racist hate, harassment, and violence must
cease so that we can recover
together.”
Meng’s bill is endorsed
by Asian Americans Advancing Justice | AAJC,
National Council of Asian
Pacific Americans (NCAPA), National Asian Pacific
American Bar Association (NAPABA), Asian and
Pacific Islander American
Health Forum (APIAHF),
National Asian Pacif ic
American Women’s Forum
(NAPAWF), Association
of Asian Pacific Community Health Organizations
(AAPCHO), Oxfam America, and Muslim Advocates.
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Ronald Mcdonald House Donates
Wellness Packages to
Queens Doctors/Nurses

In honor of National Nurses
Month, Ronald McDonald House
New York assembled and delivered wellness packages to
doctors and nurses at Elmhurst
Hospital in Queens, as part of the
organization’s efforts to support
its partnering hospitals across
the five boroughs. The packages
included water, snacks, magazines
and more to show appreciation
for healthcare workers and their
courage and dedication during this

incredibly difficult time.
RMH-NY continues to provide critical care and support to
pediatric cancer patients and their
families at the House on E. 73rd
Street in Manhattan, and is also
working closely with its partnering hospitals – Kings County Hospital, Morgan Stanley Children’s
Hospital, Staten Island University
Hospital, Elmhurst Hospital and
others – to provide support for
patients, doctors and nurses.

WE’RE HIRING!

Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com
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