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Attorney General James Issues
Consumer Alert Against Possible
Gasoline Price Gouging

25 CENTS

I AM PAC Endorses Paul Vallone For
Judge of The Civil Court

Fuel Sellers Are Prohibited from Excessively Increasing
Prices to Take Advantage of Fuel Shortages Resulting from
the Colonial Pipeline Shutdown
New York Attorney General Letitia James today issued an
alert to New Yorkers concerning potential gasoline price gouging
following the interruption of a major fuel pipeline serving the
eastern half of the United States — urging consumers to report
dramatic gasoline price increases to the Office of the Attorney
General
(OAG) forKye
investigation. The current disruption to the
Dr. Wayne
fuel market occurred after computer hackers illegally hacked
into the computer system that is used to control the Colonial
Pipeline, which transports fuel to numerous locations along the
eastern half of the U.S., including the New York City area. The
hack caused a temporary shutdown of the pipeline, creating the
threat of a fuel shortage that could potentially affect hundreds of
millions of Americans. In response, numerous consumers on the
East Coast have reportedly engaged in panic-buying of fuel, and
some sellers appear to have increased their prices in an attempt
to profit from the increased demand.
“As New Yorkers continue to suffer the economic impact of
the COVID-19 public health crisis, the last thing their wallets can
(Continued on page 2)

Suozzi Announces Winners of the 2021
Congressional Art Competition
The annual competition was
open to all high school students
living in New York’s Third Congressional District
Congressman Tom Suozzi (D –
Long Island, Queens) announced
the winner and runners-up of the
2021 Congressional Art Competition, a nation-wide high school
art competition sponsored by
the Congressional Institute. The
annual competition was open to
all high school students living in
New York’s Third Congressional
District. The theme for this year’s
competition was: “Hope is a
Beautiful Thing: How the beauty
of our home, in New York’s 3rd
Congressional District, gave you
hope to get through the past year.”
“The Third Congressional
District is ripe with not only
some of the smartest students in
the country, but some of the most
talented as well,” said Suozzi.
“Congratulations to the winners
and all of the participants. You
are our future, keep expressing
yourselves. A special thank you to
the parents and art educators for
encouraging and supporting these
talented students.”

Italian American Political Action Committee of New York (I AM PAC) held an endorsement
ceremony in Howard Beach, Queens, NY, to endorse Candidate for Judge in the 3rd Civil
Court District Paul Vallone. Peter Vallone Sr., at the podium, is asking his son Paul Vallone,
Civil Court Judge candidate, to come to the podium to receive the I AM PAC endorsement.
Master of Ceremony and District Leader Frank Gulluscio; I AM PAC VP Robert Fonti; I AM
PAC President James C. Lisa, Peter Vallone Sr.; NYS Senator Joseph Addabbo; Assembly
Member Stacey Pheffer Amato; Betty Braton, South Queens Democratic Club Executive
Member; Joseph Geraci; Raymondo Graziano; Italian American Museum Founder and I AM
PAC Board Member Dr. Joseph Scelsa and retired NYS Supreme Court Justice Augustus C.
Agate were on hand for the I AM PAC endorsement presentation to Candidate Paul Vallone.

Gov Cuomo: NY Adopts CDC Mask Guidance

The winner of the 2021 Congressional Arts Competition was
Devon Jin of Jericho High School.
Her oil pastels and markers composition, “Significance of Small
Things,” will be displayed in the
U.S. Capitol for one year along
with winners from congressional
districts across the country.
The runners-up are Emma Martensen of Northport High School
(“Long Island Sound Comes
Back to Life”), Cailin Hoang of
Hicksville High School (“Peace
of Mind”), and Aleena Abraham
(Continued on page 7)

Governor Andrew Cuomo has
announced that New York State
will adopt the CDC’s new mask
and social distancing guidance
for vaccinated people.
The updated mask guidance
that CDC just announced will
still call for wearing masks in
crowded indoor settings like
buses, planes, hospitals, prisons,
and homeless shelters.
Hopefully the CDC mask
guidelines will help clear the
way for reopening workplaces,
schools, and other venues even
removing the need for social distancing for those who are fully
vaccinated.
Private businesses will be
allowed to require masks if they
choose to. Home Depot and Starbucks have announced they will
continue to require masks, while
Walmart, Costco, Trader Joe’s,
Target, and CVS have said they
will not.
Gov. Cuomo said, “Get ready

for a major reopening of New
York State”. He also said “all
county fairs will be allowed to
open this summer with capacity
restrictions. Fairs will need to get
approval from the state and local
departments of health.
Governor Cuomo also announced the Radio City Music

Hall is going to open at full
capacity and the audience will
be mask-free, but 100% of the
audience will be required to be
fully vaccinated.
Also, the NYC Marathon will
return November 7. Only 33,000
runners will be permitted. Registration opens June 8.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Attorney General James Issues Consumer Alert Against
Possible Gasoline Price Gouging
(Continued from page 1)
afford is the price gouging of fuel
from those seeking to unconscionably take advantage of another crisis,” said Attorney General James.
“To be clear, the price gouging of
fuel in New York state will not be
tolerated for a moment. If our office sees profiteers take advantage
of consumers by boosting prices to
excess levels, we will not hesitate
to take legal action. Last year, the
state granted our office additional
authority to stop those seeking
to unlawfully profit off an emergency, so we will use every tool at
our disposal to stop illegal actors
and secure relief for consumers
who have been overcharged for
gasoline.”
New York law prohibits sellers of
fuel and other vital and necessary
goods from excessively increasing
their prices during an abnormal
market disruption, including dis-

ruptions caused by energy shortages. During such times, sellers
may be allowed to increase prices
to cover their own cost increases,
but it is illegal for them to unconscionably raise prices simply to
profit from increased consumer
demand.
Additionally, last year, in response to an influx in price gouging as a result of the coronavirus
disease 2019 (COVID-19) public
health crisis, a law was passed
that substantially strengthened
Attorney General James’ ability to bring charges against those
violating New York state’s price
gouging statute, as they sought to
excessively increase prices on essential goods and services during
pandemics or other emergencies.
When reporting price gouging to
the OAG, consumers should report
the specific increased prices, the
dates and places that they saw the
increased prices, and the types of

fuel being sold. Consumers should
also provide copies of their sales receipts and photos of the advertised
prices, if available. Gas stations
that appear to have engaged in
price gouging must have evidence
to justify their price increases.
The OAG also advises consumers to buy only as much fuel as they
need and not to stock up out of fear
of a potential future shortage, as
such panic buying may reduce the
supply of fuel available for other
consumers and could encourage
sellers to engage in illegal price
gouging. The OAG also advises
consumers that it is not pricegouging for gas stations to limit
the amount of fuel they sell to individual consumers. Reducing the
quantities of sales can help avoid a
small number of consumers from
hoarding fuel and can, instead,
ensure that there is still fuel available (even in smaller quantities) for
other consumers.

Gillibrand Visits Ferrara Manufacturing in Garment District;
Company Pivoted From Runway to PPE During Pandemic
U.S. Senator Gillibrand visited
Ferrara Manufacturing in the Garment District. Founded by wife
and husband Carolyn and Joseph
Ferrara in 1987, and run with the
help of their children Gabrielle
and Angelo since 2016, Ferrara
Manufacturing has spent more
than 30 years in Manhattan’s
Garment District producing fine
tailored clothing for the fashion
industry’s most notable and prestigious brands, including Ralph
Lauren, Calvin Klein, and Donna
Karen. The union shop employs
members of Workers United, the
nation’s clothing and manufacturing union.
Seeing a need and opportunity to help the response to the
COVID-19 crisis, the Ferraras
expanded their business, launching
Ferrara Supply, a new division of
their operation dedicated to manufacturing protective garments. To

date, the company has shipped
nearly 8 million medical isolation
gowns, masks, and other items to
hospitals, health care facilities, and
businesses in NYC and across the
United States. Ferrara manufactur-

ing worked with Workers United
to become one of two companies
to secure a contract from the
Biden administration dedicated to
increasing PPE manufacturing in
the United States.

MTA Launches Public Vaccination Program at Major
Stations and Hubs
Authority Leadership Hold Ceremony at Grand Central Terminal, One of Eight MTA Locations
Offering COVID Vaccinations
Customers Getting Vaccinated at
MTA Sites Will Receive a Free
7-Day MetroCard or Round Trip
LIRR or Metro-North Ticket
MTA Chairman and CEO Patrick Foye and Metro-North Railroad President Catherine Rinaldi
held a ribbon-cutting ceremony at
Grand Central Terminal today to
launch the MTA’s public vaccination program. Announced earlier
by Governor Andrew M. Cuomo,
the program will have the capacity
to serve up to 300 people per day
across eight MTA sites on a walkin, no-appointment basis.
The sites will administer the
single dose Johnson & Johnson
vaccine and will be open today
through Sunday, May 16. Individuals planning on being vaccinated are encouraged to allow for
additional time in their commute

to accommodate the vaccination
process.
“The process could not be any
easier,” said MTA Chairman and
CEO Patrick Foye. “Anyone passing through any one of these stations, New Yorker or not, can walk
up, register, get their shot, sit down
for the standard 15-minute waiting
period afterwards and then be on
their way. Driving up the vaccina-

tion rate is key to reopening strong
and rebuilding back better. I’m
bullish on New York and I know
we can rise to the challenge if we
all pull together.”
“I am so excited to see that
Metro-North and the iconic Grand
Central Terminal have been at the
forefront of the MTA’s safety initia(Continued on page 9)
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City Council Passes Resolution Supporting Covid-19
Hate Crimes Act
The New York City Council passed Resolution 1619 by
Council Members Peter Koo
and Margaret Chin calling upon
the United States Congress to
pass, and the President to sign,
the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act
(H.R. 1843/S.937), which would
facilitate the expedited review of
COVID-19 hate crimes. A supermajority of 37 members signed
onto the resolution.
According to the NYPD, there
have been 81 hate crimes against
Asians in New York City so far
this year. As Asians continue to be
victimized by hate crimes and bias
incidents, the federal legislation,
carried by Congresswoman Grace
Meng and Senator Mazie Hirono,
would accomplish three key goals:
1: Designate an officer of the
Justice Department to conduct
expedited reviews of hate crimes.
2: Issue guidance for state and
local law enforcement agencies for
reporting in multiple languages,
and expand culturally competent
and linguistically appropriate
public education campaigns, and
collection of data and public reporting of hate crimes.
3: Issue guidance describing
best practices to mitigate racially
discriminatory language in describing the COVID-19 pandemic.
Council Member Peter Koo
stated, “Council Member Peter
Koo stated, “As our nation continues to grapple with an onslaught
of anti-Asian hate crimes, it is
imperative that we support federal
legislation that will offer guidance
to localities with little experience
in dealing with the Asian communities. The COVID-19 Hate
Crimes Act will be the first step on
our nation’s long road to recovery
from both the pandemic and the
discrimination and racism that
has become far too prevalent in
our culture.”
Council Member Margaret Chin
stated, “Our communities have
been ravaged by illness and loss
from COVID-19, and racist attacks
now threaten the lives of AsianAmericans beyond the biological
symptoms of coronavirus. I am
so proud to introduce Resolution
1619 with Council Member Peter
Koo, and I commend the tireless
work of our federal colleagues
Representative Grace Meng and
Senator Mazie Hirono for championing legislation that will expedite
the review of hate crimes related
to COVID-19. The sad reality is
that there is a long history of antiAsian racism in our country, and I
believe it is of utmost importance
that we have dedicated officials
within the Justice Department to
expedite the review of racist attacks stemming from anti-Asian
xenophobia. I urge my colleagues
in Council to stand in solidarity
with the AAPI community and
I ask you to join me in sending a
strong message of support for the

COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act to the
United States Congress.”
Council Member Adrienne
Adams, Chair of the Committee
on Public Safety, and Co-Chair of
the Black, Latino, Asian Caucus,
stated, “The spike in hate crimes
and bias incidents against Asian
Americans during the COVID-19
pandemic is deeply troubling,
and we need our partners in
Washington to take immediate
action, I thank Council Members
Koo and Chin for advancing this
resolution calling on Congress to
pass, and the President to sign,
the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act.
This legislation will play a key role
in addressing this surge in hate
crimes here in New York City and
across this country.”
Council Member I. Daneek
Miller, Co-Chair of the Black,
Latino, Asian Caucus, stated, “As
we’ve witnessed for over a year
now, the twindemic of COVID and
racism have negatively impacted
the health and safety of our communities of color, and the AAPI
community in particular continues
to be singularly plagued by its effects. I wholeheartedly stand with
my Asian American and Pacific
Islander brothers and sisters in
denouncing the hateful crimes
that have become all too frequent
around the City and across the
country, and am proud to cosponsor COVID-19 Hate Crimes
Act Resolution 1619.”
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) stated, “I am grateful for
the City Council’s support for my
COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act, and
truly appreciate the solidarity it
has shown in calling for the passage of the bill, I applaud all the
Councilmembers who voted to
swiftly pass this resolution, and
stand with us against the sickening
hate and violence directed at Asian
Americans. Thank you to Councilmembers Koo and Chin for
their leadership. I look forward to
the House voting on my measure
following the bill’s recent passage
in the Senate. With all us working
together, I am hopeful that we will
Stop Asian Hate!”
The full text of Resolution 1619
is below:
Res. No. 1619
Resolution calling upon the
United States Congress to pass,
and the President to sign, the
COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act
(H.R. 1843/S.937), which would
facilitate the expedited review of
COVID-19 hate crimes.
By Council Members Koo,
Chin, Cornegy, Levin, Salamanca,
Rivera, Lander, Ayala, Van Bramer, Treyger, Brannan, Vallone,
Adams, Powers, Brooks-Powers,
Moya, Ampry-Samuel, Dromm,
Reynoso, Menchaca, Maisel,
Cumbo, Miller, Gjonaj, Holden,
Yeger, Cabrera, Feliz, Louis, Koslowitz, D. Diaz, Levine, Gennaro,
Rose, Grodenchik, Dinowitz and

Ulrich
Whereas, The COVID-19 pandemic has seen a sharp increase in
the number of reported hate crimes
and bias incidents against Asian
Americans in New York City and
nationwide; and
Whereas, According to a recent
New York Times article, activists
and police officials believe many
potential hate crimes and bias incidents against Asian Americans in
New York City have gone underreported or were not classified as
hate crimes; and
Whereas, This underreporting
and lack of recognition is due to
various reasons, including the way
hate crimes and bias incidents are
designated; and
Whereas, Even with the underreporting, New York City has seen
35 anti-Asian crimes reported so
far this year-including a recent
attack against a 65-year-old Filipino woman near Times Squarecompared to 28 during all of 2020,
which itself was a jump from just
3 in 2019, according to New York
Police Department (“NYPD”)
statistics; and
Whereas, The spike in crimes
against Asian Americans in New
York City mirrors a nationwide
increase, with Stop AAPI Hatean initiative that tracks violence
and harassment against AsianAmericans and Pacific Islandersrecording more than 3,000 reported incidents in the United States
since the start of the pandemic,
with at least 260 placed in New
York City; and
W hereas, W h ile t he N Y PD
has created an Anti-Asian Hate
Crimes Task Force to address this
increase in bias-based crimes,
the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act,
(H.R. 1843/S.937), sponsored by
U.S. Representative Grace Meng
and Senator Mazie Hirono, respectively, would enhance such efforts
at the federal level by: (1) designating an officer or employee of the
Justice Department to facilitate
expedited review of COVID-19
hate crimes reported to federal,
state, and/or local law enforcement; (2) issue guidance for state
and local law enforcement agencies to establish online reporting
of hate crimes/incidents available
in multiple languages, and expand
culturally competent and linguistically appropriate public education
campaigns, and collection of
data and public reporting of hate
crimes; and (3) issue guidance describing best practices to mitigate
racially discriminatory language
in describing the COVID-19 pandemic; now, therefore, be it
Resolved, That the Council of
the City of New York calls upon
the United States Congress to
pass, and the President to sign,
the COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act,
(H.R. 1843/S.937), which would
facilitate the expedited review of
COVID-19 hate crimes.

Statement From Governor Cuomo on Vandalism at
St. Athanasius Church
“I am disgusted to learn
that St. Athanasius Church, a
historically Italian American
place of worship in Brooklyn,
has been vandalized. These

acts of hate should offend and
outrage every New Yorker, and
I want the Bensonhurst commu nit y to k now we will do
everything we can to bring the

cowardly vandals responsible
for this to justice. Hate has
no place in our state, and as
New Yorkers we celebrate our
diversity.”
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House Committee Passes Velázquez
Bill to Require CEO Pay Disclosure
The House Committee on
Financial Services has passed
legislation authored by Rep.
Nydia M. Velázquez (D-NY)
that would help to address the
growing income discrepancy
between CEOs and other senior
staff and median-pay employees.
Velázquez’s bill, the Greater Accountability in Pay Act or H.R.
1188, would require public companies to disclose the pay raise
percentage of its executives and
median-pay employees, as well
as compare each to the rate of
inflation.
“The gap between executive
compensation and the average
worker pay has been growing
for decades, but the COVID-19
pandemic has exacerbated the
disparity,” said Velázquez. “The
pandemic has left millions of
working-class Americans feeling vulnerable and uncertain
about their economic future; with
many individuals and families

forced to work part time or laid
off altogether. Meanwhile, top
executives are thriving and many
have seen a highly profitable year.
Disclosing the ratio between the
pay raise percentages, which is
what my bill does, will help to put
pressure on millionaires and billionaires to pay their fair share.”
The legislation builds on the
Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform
and Consumer Protection Act.
Dodd-Frank required publicly
traded companies to provide information comparing the annual
compensation of their CEOs to
their employees. Velázquez’s bill
would go a step further, requiring publicly traded companies to
disclose the pay raise percentage
of its executives and the pay raise
percentage of its median employees over the past year and compare each to the rate of inflation.
The bill now must be approved
on the House floor before heading
to the Senate.

Eric Adams Responds to False New York
Times Headline, Misleading Article
The May 17th New York
Times newspaper features an
article on its front page falsely
stating that Brooklyn Borough
President Eric Adams had “found
ways to help donors.”
The campaign issued this
statement in response:
“Today’s New York Times
includes a false headline and
misleading article attacking Eric
Adams, saying he “found ways
to help donors”. No authority has
determined this is the case and,
in fact, there is no evidence in
the Times’ article to support this
outrageous claim,” said campaign
spokesperson Evan Thies. “Eric
has only ever used his public
office to help the public. The

campaign demands that the New
York Times apologize for this
unfounded attack immediately.”
Eric Adams released this statement in response:
“The New York Times ran
a misleading story with a false
headline—and they ran it on their
front page,” Eric Adams said.
“They said I supported affordable
housing projects and homeless
shelters to help donors--when, in
fact, I supported those projects to
help New Yorkers. No campaign
of mine has ever received a serious violation because I do things
by the book. So, it is hard not to
feel that, as a black man, I am
being held to a different standard
and targeted by the Times.”

Suozzi: “New York Families Will Begin
to See Child Tax Credit Payments on
July 15th”
Will benefit over 400,000 children across Long Island and
3.4 million children across New
York
Payments will be delivered on a
monthly basis
Congressman Tom Suozzi (DLong Island, Queens) announced
that New Yorkers will begin to
see monthly payments of the expanded Child Tax Credit (CTC)
on July 15th. Eligible families
are expected to receive $300
per month for each child under
the age of six and up to $250
per month for each child six and
above. To qualify, you only need
to file your taxes by May 17th.
“If you have children, you
and your family may qualify for
thousands of dollars beginning
July 15th, said Suozzi. “You may
receive $300 per month, per child.
This is real life for real families.”
The American Rescue Plan
expanded the child tax credit,
increasing the yearly payouts to
$3,600 for every child in your
family under six years old, and
$3,000 for children from six to
17. Older children age 18, and

full-time college students aged 19
to 24, also qualify for up to $500.
The full payments are available for a single parent making
up to $75,000 or joint f ilers
making up to $150,000 per year.
The credit phases out by $50 for
every $1,000 of income over the
$75,000 for individual filers and
$150,000 for joint filers. The
credit equals $0 for single filers
with an income of $240,000 and
married filers with $440,000.
Data on how the expanded
Child Tax Credit will help families in different Congressional
Districts across Long Island are
found below.
New York’s 1st District: 70% of
the children in the district would
benefit from monthly child tax
credit checks, and 3,500 children
will be lifted out of poverty.
New York’s 2nd District: 70%
of children in the district would
benefit from monthly child tax
credit checks, and 3,900 children
will be lifted out of poverty.
New York’s 3rd District: 56%
of children in the district would
benefit from monthly child tax
(Continued on page 11)
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Velázquez Reintroduces Bill That Aims
Senator James Sanders Jr. Passes Legislation to Create
to Demilitarize Police
Task Force on Improving Urban and Rural Access to Locally
Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez (D- the 1033 Program as a key step in
Produced Healthy Foods
Senator James Sanders Jr.’s
legislation to create a task force on
Improving urban and rural access
to locally produced health foods
(S1056) today passed the State
Senate by a vote of 63-0 and the
State Assembly by a vote of 149-0.
The Task Force is made up of
eleven members and will have
the Commissioner of Agriculture
and Markets as the Chair. Four
members of the Task Force will
be appointed by the governor, two
members will be appointed by the
temporary president of the senate,
two members will be appointed by
the speaker of the assembly, one
member will be appointed by the
minority leader of the senate, and
one member will be appointed
by the minority leader of the assembly.

The appointed members of
such Task Force will be farmers,
representatives of non-for-profit
food access organizations, the
grocery industry and economic
development agencies serving
county, New York State and New
York City governments.
The Task Force will identify
strategies and opportunities to
expand access for underserved,
nutritionally deficient urban and
rural communities to healthy, locally produced food in New York
State. The task force shall develop
and identify new and innovative
methods to increase the production, marketing and distribution
of locally produced, fresh food in
such communities in New York
State. The Task Force shall report
to he governor arid the legislature

on its activities, findings, and
recommendations.
“Farmers have long sought
greater market access in New
York City and other urban areas
of the state,” Senator Sanders said.
“Similarly, residents of urban
areas continually seek out access
to low-cost, healthy and locally
produced food from New York’s
farmers. The match between the
two has never been effectively
achieved through market forces
or public policy initiatives. This
bill marries these two efforts to
form a strategy among industry
and government leaders to identify opportunities and barriers to
achieve this much needed linkage
between farmers and millions
of potential consumers of their
products.”

The Korean American Family Service Center in Partnership
With NYPD Hosts First Annual AAPI Family Fun Day
On Saturday, May 15, 2021,
10am-3pm, at the Astoria Park in
Queens, The Korean American
Family Service Center (KAFSC),
in partnership with the NYPD,
has hosted the 1st Annual Asian
American Pacific Islander (AAPI)
Family Fun day, to celebrate the
month of May which is the family month for Koreans, as well as
AAPI Heritage month. A celebration of AAPI Heritage month is
especially significant this year
considering the rise in Anti-Asian
sentiment throughout the country.
More than ten community partners and hundreds of people from
our communities have participated
in the event. In addition to the
delicious food trucks (The Maine
Lobster, Carvel Ice Cream Truck,
Franky’s Souvlanki, Yum Dum),
the event was fun and lively with
musical entertainments by Jay
Miners, Wind Meets West, as well
as drum and dance performance
by New York Pilgrim Missionary
Dance. Sgt. Nubia Cooper from
NYPD Community Affairs Bureau was in attendance, along with
the elected officials and leaders of
our community partners as follows
who gave speeches at the event:
● Jeehae Fischer, KAFSC Executive Director
● John C. Liu, NYS Senator
● Donovan Richards, Queens
Borough President
● Amber Yoon, Special Assistant, Assemblymember Edward
Braunstein
● Sgt. Nybia Cooper, NYPD Community Affairs Bureau
● John Ahn, President, Korean

American Association of Queens
● Korean Community Services
of Metropolitan New York (KCS)
● Eun Kyung, Executive Director
of YWCA Queens
● Mitch Wu, Director Queens
Community Center, ChineseAmerican Planning Council
● Andy Aujla, Director of Advocacy and External Affairs Communities Resist
Participating Community Partners in this event were:
● APICHA Community Health
Center
● Center for Anti-Violence Education
● Chinese-American Planning
Council
● Communities Resist
● Garden of Hope
● Korean American Association
of Queens
● Korean Community Services of
Metropolitan New York
● Minkwon Center for Community Action
● NYC Health + Hospitals, Test
and Trace
● NYC Mayor’s Office to End
Gender Based Violence (END-

GBV)
● Office of the Queens Borough
President
● STEPS to End Family Violence
Edwin Gould Services for Children & Families
● Turning Point for Women and
Families
● Women for Afghan Women
● YWCA of Queens
About the Korean American
Family Service Center KAFSC
[www.kafsc.org] is a leading
nonprofit organization serving
the New York Tri-State area to
prevent and end domestic violence and relationship abuse, and
create a violence-free society. Its
programs include one of its kind
of 24-hour Bilingual Hotline 718460-3800, individual and family
counseling, advocacy for clients
in the legal, medical, and public
welfare systems, and community
workshops on parenting skills,
financial literacy, job trainings,
and leadership/personal development for children and youth. All
of KAFSC’s programs are offered
at no charge to the community
members.

Assemblyman Colton is Outraged by The Despicable Hate
Act That Took Place at St. Athanasius Church Where a
Crucifix Was Destroyed And The American Flag Burned
Assemblyman Colton (D – Gravesend, Bensonhurst, Bath Beach,
and Dyker Heights) is outraged by
the despicable hate crime that took
place at St. Athanasius Roman
Catholic Church in Bensonhurst,
Brooklyn.
“I condemn the hate crime attack on St. Athanasius church at
which a crucifix was pulled down
and destroyed and an American

Flag displayed outside on the
church property was burned.
Monsignor David Cassato who
has been serving at St. Athanasius
for twenty years never could’ve
imagined that a heinous act like
this would happen at his parish.
This was the saddest and most
devastating day for the St. Athanasius parishioners. I had joined
Monsignor Cassato in prayer

Friday, May 14, at 7:30 pm in
response to the hate crime where
an outpouring of people attended
the outdoor service to show and
witness their faith against such
evil. We must never be silent. We
must pray and act against the face
of evil, knowing with confidence
that ultimately good will triumph
(Continued on page 9)

NY) has reintroduced legislation
to eliminate a controversial program that channels military-grade
weapons and equipment to local
and state police forces around the
nation. The “1033” program was
created in the early 1990s, and
has resulted in a flood of rifles,
armored personnel carriers and
other instruments of war being
shipped to local police departments. President Trump and his
Administration fully supported
the program, and former Secretary
of Defense Mark Esper encouraged governors to “dominate the
battlespace” in U.S. cities during
‘Black Lives Matter’ protests.
“When our police forces are
equipped like an occupying army,
they act like one, treating New
Yorkers and the American people
as an enemy force,” Velázquez
said. “The deadly consequences
of this policy disproportionately
affect people of color and this
initiative should be scrapped,
completely.”
Between 2006 and 2014, local law enforcement agencies
received an array of military
equipment worth over $1.5 billion.
This included more than 6,000
mine-resistant, ambush-protected
vehicles, designed for use in warzones like Iraq and Afghanistan.
Two such vehicles were sent to
New York City. Nationally, the
transferred equipment also encompassed nearly 80,000 assault
rif les, 205 grenade launchers,
12,000 bayonets, more than 470
aircraft, camouf lage and other
equipment.
Studies have repeatedly found
that when local police departments receive military equipment, they are much more likely
to use force. One study indicated
that when a county goes from
having no military equipment to
receiving $2.5 million worth of
weaponry the following year as
one locality did, civilian deaths
at the hands of police are likely
to double.
“In the past year, we saw
footage of these military-grade
vehicles being used to confront
peaceful protestors who are exercising their first amendment rights
to say, ‘Black Lives Matter’ and
call for police reform,” Velázquez
added. “Not only does deploying
this military hardware fail to deescalate tensions, it actually makes
the situation far more dangerous
and leads to violence.”
A wide range of advocacy
groups praised the measure and
called for its swift enactment.
“As an international humanitarian agency, Oxfam sees firsthand
how the unchecked flow of weapons fuels human rights abuses and
suffering around the world,” said
Noah Gottschalk, Global Policy
Lead at Oxfam America. “We’re
seeing the same patterns here in
the US, where the weapons of
war transferred through the 1033
Program have not made people
safer, but instead led to increased
violence against civilians, particularly Black and historically
marginalized communities by
increasingly militarized police
forces. Oxfam fully supports the
Congressional leaders who are
demanding the immediate end to

the urgent movement to reimagine
the future of policing, community
safety and justice in the United
States.”
“Ensuring that our public safety
officers are properly equipped
to work with their communities
while also taking a demilitarized
approach to law enforcement
are not mutually exclusive,” said
Chris Purdy Veterans for American Ideals Project Manager at
Human Rights First. “By taking
armored vehicles and other weapons of war off our streets, we are
empowering our law enforcement
agencies to act in the best interests
of the people they’re charged to
serve and protect.”
“Demilitarizing the police is a
crucial step towards the broader
goals of ending institutional racism and stopping police brutality,” said Yasmine Taeb, Human
Rights Lawyer and Progressive
Strategist. “Militarized policing
supported by weapons of war has
terrorized our communities, and
in particular, our communities of
color. We join millions of Americans across the country calling on
Congress to shut down the 1033
Program once and for all.”
“For more than 20 years,
the 1033 Program has sustained
and promoted a military-like
culture in U.S. law enforcement,
the brunt of which has been felt
in communities of color,” said
Maritza Perez, Director of National Affairs Office at the Drug
Policy Alliance. “We know that
the increased transfer of military equipment through the 1033
Program increases the number of
police killings, particularly in the
context of the drug war and SWAT
raids, and that the Program has
been grossly mismanaged over
the years. To truly achieve public
safety and save lives, Congress
must abolish 1033.”
“The 1033 Program is one of
the most visible emblems of the
relationship between a violent
domestic and violent foreign
policy, normalizing militarized
violence as part and parcel of U.S.
policing, and deteriorating civil
and human rights in the process,”
said Mac Hamilton, Advocacy
Director at Women’s Action for
New Directions (WAND). “The
problems facing communities
across the U.S.—including hunger, housing insecurity, sexual
and gender-based violence, mass
incarceration, and healthcare
access—will never be solved by
violent policing. It’s time to take
military-grade weapons off of our
streets and invest in systems of
care and diplomacy, both at home
and abroad. Ending the 1033 Program is a critical first step towards
this goal.”
Organizations endorsing the bill
include: About Face: 18 Million
Rising, About Face: Veterans
Against the War, Action Center on
Race & the Economy, Activated
Massachusetts African Community, Advocacy Without Borders,
The Advocates for Human Rights,
African American Ministers In
Action, American-Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC),
American Civil Liberties Union,
(Continued on page 10)
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Did You
Know?

Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 5/20/21 - 5/26/21
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Things are not as smooth as you
would like at work. Take time to
visit or call someone who is ill.
Do not let others exhaust you
financially. Your lucky numbers
are 2,1,4.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Keep an open mind when dealing with kids. Don’t argue with
your mate. Positive changes
are coming. Your lucky numbers are 4,3,9.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Harsh situations at home may be
extremely upsetting this week.
You have done all you can do
to smooth this out. Your lucky
numbers are 5,3,7.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Someone you care about may
let you down or criticize your
methods. You must take care of
health problems that have been
lingering. Your lucky numbers
are 6,4,3.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
You may want to get involved in
a financial situation presented to
you. Consider starting your own
business. Look for a marketable
gimmick. Your lucky numbers
are 8,4,3.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Do not al ienate you r loved
ones. You can expect opposition f rom family as well as
colleagues.
Social activity
shou ld b e on you r age nd a .
Your lucky numbers are 2,5,3.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Check your work and be sure
that it’s correct before you do
your presentation. Consider the
source before you believe what
you hear. Your lucky numbers
are 6,3,1.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Cu rb you r impulse to make
lavish purchases. Get involved
in self improvement programs.
Watch your investments closely. You r luck y nu mbers are
7,1,2.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Your hard work is due to pay
you back finally. Get ready to
seek new direction. You need to
concentrate on solving existing
problems. Your lucky numbers
are 9,1,6.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You should take good care of
your health, get lots of rest
and get a physical check up.
Look before you leap into any
financial ventures. Your lucky
numbers are 3,2,9.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Use your creative talent in order to complete any seemingly
insurmountable tasks. You may
find yourself interested in more
than one person. Your lucky
numbers are 2,5,4.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
This may not be your week to
relax. Take time to look at any
outdated papers or possible
investments. Don’t overspend
to impress others. Your lucky
numbers are 3,8,5.

● The word ‘Strengths’ is the
longest word in the English language with just one vowel
● The movie ‘Wayne’s World’
was filmed in two weeks
● The Amazon rainforest produces half the world’s oxygen
supply
● A group of frogs is called an
army
● A group of rhinos is called a
crash
● A group of kangaroos is called
a mob
● A group of whales is called
a pod
● A group of geese is called a
gaggle
● A group of owls is called a
parliament
● The first sailing boats were
built in Egypt
● Brazil is named after a tree
● Brazil covers 50% of the South
American continent
● Brazil borders every country
in South America except Chile
and Ecuador
● Hilton was the first international hotel chain
● The brand Nokia is named
after a place in Southern Finland
● Monopoly is the most played
board game in the world
● 96% of candles sold are purchased by women
● 42% of men and women 25%
don’t wash their hands after using
a public toilet
● If you filled a matchbox with
gold it could be flattened into a
sheet the size of a tennis court

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Try And Find”

Cocoapuffs
Omelette
Bearclaw
Doughnut
Biscuit

Sausage
Oatmeal
Pancake
Danish
Cof fee

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Sudoku”

B R E A K FA ST I T E M S

Hardboiled
Cornf lakes
Croissant
Cantalope
Scrambled

SUDOKU

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

TRY AND FIND

Frenchtoast
Orangeju ice
Blueberries
Hashbrow ns
St rawberr y
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ACROSS
1. Trades
6. Decorate with gold leaf
10. Coagulate
14. Braid of hair
15. Pearly-shelled mussel
16. Unusual
17. Comment to the audience
18. Anagram of “Rave”
19. Norse god
20. Relax
22. Blackthorn
23. Fly high
24. Not present
26. Smooch
30. Ensign (abbrev.)
31. One time around
32. Doing nothing
33. Stair
35. Correct
39. Marksman
41. Pyrogenic
43. Heroic tales
44. Sea eagle
46. Keg
47. Letter after sigma
49. Poetic dusk
50. Large N. Amer. deer (plural)
51. Cosmetics
54. Casino game
56. Ends a prayer
57. Prodigious
63. Not a single one
64. Metal fastener
65. Alcoholic
66. Not gals
67. By mouth
68. Go in
69. Historical periods
70. Lacquered metalware
71. Thigh armor

DOWN
1. WW1 plane
2. If not
3. Nonclerical
4. Adriatic resort
5. Stalks
6. Warranty
7. Reciprocal
8. Untruths
9. A type of fin
10. A transverse brace
11. Soup server
12. Heavenly hunter
13. Basic belief
21. Verse
25. Farm building
26. Children
27. Bright thought
28. Smelting waste
29. Solemnity
34. A tropical American fruit
36. Objective
37. Shuck
38. Sounds of disapproval
40. Brother of Jacob
42. Style
45. Declination
48. Outcome
51. A skin disease
52. French for “Love”
53. East African country
55. Beginning
58. Tropical tuber
59. Spanish lady
60. In baseball, 3 per inning
61. Functions
62. Arid

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy
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QBP Richards Endorsed by Congresswoman Grace Meng
Grace Meng is a dedicated,
trailblazing public servant who
gets it done for Queens every day.
I’m incredibly grateful for her
leadership, her partnership, and
her support in this campaign. Over
the past year, Congresswoman
Meng has fought for the stimulus
payments, PPP loans, vaccine and
testing sites, and federal funding
that have helped so many Queens
residents through crisis. She sponsored the COVID-19 Hate Crimes
Act to combat anti-Asian hate,
and here in Queens, she’s helped
victims, raised awareness, and
marched in support of our Asian
communities. She is a great asset
to our borough, and I’m excited to
keep working with her.
“Borough President Richards
is an extraordinary leader who is
fighting every day to make life
better for the people of Queens,
and I am proud to endorse his
bid for re-election. In just his
first few months in office, he has
traveled throughout our great
borough, meeting with residents
from across many different communities, and doing all he can to
make Queens the best that it can
be. He has worked tirelessly to

help hard-working families, assist
small businesses, expand affordable housing, and has strongly
stood in solidarity with the AsianAmerican community in our fight
against the rise in hate and violence. As we work to move past the
COVID-19 pandemic, it is critical
to have Donovan Richards leading
our borough so that we can ensure

our recovery, and get Queens back
on its feet again. I look forward to
continuing to work with him for
many years to come.” - Congresswoman Grace Meng
QBP Richards said, I am
humbled by all the support I have
received thus far and am so excited
to share our accomplishments
with the good people of Queens!

Queens to Host Drive-In Concerts. Doo Wop Goes First!
The Bay Terrace Shopping
Center is famous for international
clothing chains, bank branches,
and local restaurants. And now
that the world is socially distant,
it’s developing a reputation for
drive-in entertainment.
Via a partnership with Queensborough Performing Arts Center,
the Bayside complex will present
The Doo Wop Project on Sunday,
May 23, at 7 pm. (Rain date: May
24.)
This five-guys-on-a-street-corner group – which includes stars
from Broadway’s Jersey Boys and
Motown: The Musical — will
take the audience through the
history of the doo-wop sound. A
little Frankie Valli. Some Smokey
Robinson. Maybe even some Dion
DiMucci and the Belmonts.
They’ll also offer some “doowoppified” versions of more modern musicians, such as Michael
Jackson and Jason Mraz.
The fun will unfold on a stage
and lot where the audience will
watch from parked cars. Patrons
will be able to order food and
drinks for delivery right to their
vehicles, too.
Ticket prices run from $50 to
$100.
The May 23 event is also an
introduction to a long season of

QPAC concerts at Bay Terrace,
whose address is 212-45 26th Ave.
The Sensational Soul Cruisers,
an 11-piece super group that does
classic Soul, R&B, Motown, and
Disco, will be there on Sunday,
June 27.
Here’s the rest of the schedule,
but please note that some dates and
venues are still to be announced
and/or confirmed as QPAC also
hosts events at The Little Theater
in St. John’s University. In other
cases, tickets aren’t on sale yet.
Broadway’s Rock of Ages Band
on July 25 at 7 pm.
The Kings of Disco on Aug.

28 at 7 pm.
Here Comes The Sun (The
Music of the Beatles) on Sept. 17
at 7 pm.
Grammy-winning Melissa
Manchester with special guest
Billy Stritch on March 27 at 3 pm.
Motones vs. Jerseys on April
3 at 3 pm.
A Toast To Steve & Eydie on
April 24 at 3 pm.
Kol Esperanza: Rejoice on May
8 at 3 pm.
The Modern Gentlemen on May
14 at 8 pm at The Little Theater
at St. John’s University, 80-00
Utopia Parkway, Jamaica.

Glamping! Camp Rockaway Returns for a Fourth Year
Back by popular demand, Camp
Rockaway will offer sand, turf,
and Atlantic Ocean surf during the
day and the comforts of home at
night from Memorial Day Weekend to Oct. 15.
Make reservations now for
overnight stays in safari-style,
10-foot-by-12-foot canvas tents
tucked just behind the dunes at
Fort Tilden in the Gateway National Recreational Area.
Tents are on a raised wood
platform with a deck and two
canvas lounge chairs within a
(Continued on page 8)
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MTA Restores 24-Hour Subway Service

Full Overnight Subway Service
Resumed for First Time Since
May 6, 2020; Subway Ridership
Surpassed 2.2 Million Passengers
Per Day in May.
MTA Continues its Historic
Disinfection and Cleaning Effort;
More Than 75% of MTA Customers Agree the Subways Have
Never Been Cleaner
Mask Use Remains Mandatory in
the MTA System
The resumption of overnight
subway service comes as subway
ridership is trending upward
towards a recovery. On Friday,
March 12 subway ridership hit the
1.9 million mark for the first time
since the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic a year ago. On April 9,
subway ridership surpassed the
2 million mark, and on Monday,

May 10 surpassed the 2.2 million
riders, a new single-day record.
The news comes on the heels
of the Authority’s multifaceted
communications and marketing
#TaketheTrain and #TaketheBus
campaigns aimed at bringing customers back to the system, which
was introduced today.
“Thanks to Governor Cuomo’s
leadership and the hard work of
New Yorkers, the resumption of
24-hour subway service and reopening of New York have been
made possible,” said Patrick Foye,
MTA Chairman and CEO. “We
owe our heroic frontline workforce a tremendous debt that will
never be repaid in full. They kept
this city moving when it needed
them most, and will continue to be
the heroes moving heroes.”
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NYC Parks Cuts The Ribbon on $8.1 Million Renovation of
Almeda Playground — A Community Parks Initiative Site
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Pheffer Amato Announces 2021
Summer Reading Challenge

Almeda Playground is one of
more than 800 capital projects
completed during Silver tenure—
building a more equitable park
system for all New Yorkers
NYC Parks Commissioner
Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP yesterday joined Queens Borough
President Donovan Richards, City
Council Member Selvena BrooksPowers, Community Board 14
Chair Dolores Orr, P.S. 42 Principal Patricia Finn, and community
members to cut the ribbon on the
total reconstruction of Almeda
Playground through the Community Parks Initiative (CPI) — the
City’s first-ever parks equity initiative. The $8.1 million project,
funded by Mayor Bill de Blasio,
is one of more than 800 completed
under Commissioner Silver’s
leadership, advancing the City’s
mission to build a more equitable
21st century park system.
“Since its launch, the Community Parks Initiative has taken
transformative steps towards
creating a more accessible parks
system for all New Yorkers,” said
Commissioner Silver. “As Commissioner I’ve prioritized working
to ensure that all New Yorkers
have access to quality parks,
and it’s outstanding to see these

underused spaces transformed
into community assets. Thanks
to Mayor de Blasio, the children
and families of Arverne now have
access to high-quality open space
where they can safely play, gather,
and enjoy the outdoors.”
“Almeda Playground is a
treasured community resource in
Arverne, so I’m very pleased that
this extensive and much-needed
reconstruction of the playground
has been completed,” said Queens
Borough President Donovan Richards, Jr. “All children deserve
access to first-class play space,
and the Community Parks Initiative has succeeded in creating

such a space here at Almeda
Playground and at so many other
parks throughout the Borough and
City. I thank Mayor de Blasio and
NYC Parks, led by Commissioner
Silver, for putting high-quality
parks within reach of everyone by
investing in small neighborhood
parks like Almeda Playground.”
“The coronavirus pandemic
has underscored the need for access to fresh air and recreational
resources,” said Council Member
Brooks-Powers. “As a mom myself, I understand firsthand how
important it is for us to have a
(Continued on page 9)

Suozzi Announces Winners of the 2021 Congressional
Art Competition

Devon Jin

Aleena Abraham

Recently, Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato announced the
launch of the 2021 Assembly annual Summer Reading Challenge,
held in partnership with New York
State Libraries. The theme for the
2021 challenge is “Tails and Tales”
to encourage children to learn
more about their favorite animals
and explore the world around them.
Young readers are awarded with
the Assembly Excellence in Reading certificate to recognize their
efforts and dedication.
“There’s no better way to help
kids expand their horizons and
keep their minds active than by
picking up a good book,” Pheffer
Amato said. “A good book can
take us to new, exciting worlds,
transport us back in time and
introduce us to historical figures.

This Summer Reading Challenge
is a great way to foster a lifelong
love of reading and ensure that our
kids keep learning once the school
year ends.”
The challenge asks children to
read a book for a minimum of 15
minutes a day for at least 40 days
during July and August. Children
can read on their own or with a
partner or caregiver and mark off
days on the calendar provided.
Once they’ve completed 40 days
or more, they submit the calendar to Assemblymember Pheffer
Amato’s office and then receive
a certificate in the mail. For more
information about the Summer
Reading Challenge, please visit
summerreadingnys.org, email
amatos@nyassembly.gov or call
718-945-9550.

Statement: NYC Transit Interim President
Sarah Feinberg on Latest Subway Attacks

Cailin Hoang
(Continued from page 1)
(“Tenderness”), also of Hicksville
High School. Their artwork will
hang in Congressman Suozzi’s
Washington, DC, Huntington, and
Queens offices.
The winning entries were
chosen by a panel of judges and
announced at a virtual reception with Congressman Suozzi
on Wednesday, May 12. The
judges for the 2021 Congressional

Arts Competition were Kristina
Schaaf, Director of Visitor Experience at the Heckscher Museum of
Art, Kieran Johnson, Director of
Community Partnerships and Development at the Huntington Arts
Council, and Emily Eisen, a local
artist and a 34-year art educator
in the Hicksville School District.
Congressman Suozzi, a strong
supporter of the arts, serves as
the Chairman of the Morgan Park
Summer Music Festival, and

Emma Martensen
included artwork as part of the
historic renovations of the Glen
Cove City Hall and the Nassau
County Theodore Roosevelt Executive and Legislative buildings.
In addition, he commissioned a
painting by American artist, Mort
Künstler, known for his illustrative paintings of historical events,
depicting George Washington’s
1776 Crossing of the Delaware
River. The painting was on display
at Mount Vernon.

“These were five very serious
armed robbery and slashing incidents at stations on the same line.
All seemingly could have been
prevented by a uniformed presence on each of these platforms.
The responsibility for these vicious attacks does not fall on an

already strapped police department – it falls on City Hall and the
individuals who are taking advantage of the mayor’s negligence on
the issue. If he needed a wake-up
call, this is it. Enough is enough.
The mayor is risking New York’s
recovery every time he lets these
incidents go by without meaningful action.”
Background:
The following mayoral candidates at last night’s debate on NY1
said they would answer the MTA’s
call for additional resources to address crime: Eric Adams, Shaun
Donovan, Kathryn Garcia, Ray
McGuire and Andrew Yang.
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New York Army National Guard Promotions
Major General Ray Shields,
the Adjutant General for the
State of New York, announces
the promotion of members of the
New York Army National Guard
in recognition of their capability
for additional responsibility and
leadership.
Nikolas Ammirati from Howard Beach, N.Y. (zip code 11414),
and assigned to the 27th Financial
Management Support Unit received a promotion to the rank of
specialist on April 5, 2021.
Christian Baez from Fresh
Meadows, N.Y. (zip code 11365),
and assigned to the Company A,
152nd Brigade Engineer Battalion
received a promotion to the rank
of specialist on April 13, 2021.
Pamenos Ballantyne from
Queens Village, N.Y. (zip code
11429), and assigned to the Company C, 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry received a promotion to
the rank of specialist on April
25, 2021.
William Barksdale from Corona, N.Y. (zip code 11368), and
assigned to the Company B, 1st
Battalion, 69th Infantry received
a promotion to the rank of private
on April 6, 2021.
Nastasia Brown from Jamaica,
N.Y. (zip code 11432), and assigned to the Headquarters Battery, 1st Battalion, 258th Field
Artillery received a promotion
to the rank of private on April
20, 2021.
Adesh Buddhu from Queens,
N.Y. (zip code 11427), and assigned to the Company B, 1st
Battalion, 258th Field Artillery
received a promotion to the rank
of private on April 22, 2021.
Orlando Cabral from Arverne,
N.Y. (zip code 11692), and assigned to the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 27th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team
received a promotion to the rank
of sergeant on April 9, 2021.
Richard Cardy from Corona,
N.Y. (zip code 11368), and assigned to the Company A, 101st
Expeditionary Signal Battalion
received a promotion to the rank
of private on April 27, 2021.
Manuel Chimbay Dutan from
Corona, N.Y. (zip code 11368),
and assigned to the Headquarters
Battery, 1st Battalion, 258th Field
Artillery received a promotion to
the rank of private 1st class on
April 7, 2021.
Matthew Chung from Bayside, N.Y. (zip code 11364), and

assigned to the 187th Signal
Company received a promotion
to the rank of private 1st class on
April 14, 2021.
Lindon Daniel from South
Ozone Park, N.Y. (zip code
11420), and assigned to the 145th
Maintenance Company received a
promotion to the rank of specialist
on April 23, 2021.
Hom Gurung from Woodside,
N.Y. (zip code 11377), and assigned to the Company C, 1st
Battalion, 69th Infantry received
a promotion to the rank of specialist on April 19, 2021.
Junior Jacob from Far Rockaway, N.Y. (zip code 11691), and
assigned to the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 101st
Expeditionary Signal Battalion
received a promotion to the rank
of private on April 15, 2021.
Jalani Lennon from Jamaica,
N.Y. (zip code 11435), and assigned to the 1569th Transportation Company received a promotion to the rank of specialist on
April 14, 2021.
Aaron Liu from Fresh Meadows, N.Y. (zip code 11354), and
assigned to the Company F,
427th Brigade Support Battalion
received a promotion to the rank
of specialist on April 19, 2021.
Zahed Miah from Jamaica, N.Y.
(zip code 11433), and assigned to
the 719th Transportation Company received a promotion to the
rank of private on April 9, 2021.
Malia Nichols from Rosedale,
N.Y. (zip code 11422), and assigned to the 7th Finance Detachment received a promotion to the
rank of private 1st class on April
29, 2021.
William Pardue from Manhasset Hills, N.Y. (zip code 11040),
and assigned to the 42nd Infantry
Division Band received a promotion to the rank of staff sergeant
on April 16, 2021.
Fabian Piris from Arverne,
N.Y. (zip code 11692), and assigned to the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 101st
Expeditionary Signal Battalion
received a promotion to the rank
of specialist on April 17, 2021.
Oleksii Podgornov from Sunnyside, N.Y. (zip code 11104),
and assigned to the Camp Smith
Training Site received a promotion to the rank of corporal on
April 27, 2021.
Anthony Rodriguez from
Flushing, N.Y. (zip code 11355),
and assigned to the Company

C, 1st Battalion, 69th Infantry
received a promotion to the rank
of specialist on April 29, 2021.
Yaanique Scott from Ridgewood, N.Y. (zip code 11385), and
assigned to the 10th Mountain
Division Main Command Post
Operational Detachment received
a promotion to the rank of staff
sergeant on April 20, 2021.
David Selman from Queens,
N.Y. (zip code 11435), and assigned to the Company C, 101st
Expeditionary Signal Battalion
received a promotion to the rank
of staff sergeant on April 23, 2021.
Kenval Small from St Albans,
N.Y. (zip code 11412), and assigned to the 1569th Transportation Company received a promotion to the rank of staff sergeant
on April 6, 2021.
Valery Sossou from Jamaica,
N.Y. (zip code 11433), and assigned to the 1156th Engineer
Company received a promotion
to the rank of private 1st class on
April 7, 2021.
Adam Thompson from Glendale, N.Y. (zip code 11385), and
assigned to the Company B,
642nd Aviation Support Battalion
received a promotion to the rank
of private on April 9, 2021.
Rodney Walton from Jamaica,
N.Y. (zip code 11434), and assigned to the Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 27th
Infantry Brigade Combat Team
received a promotion to the rank
of staff sergeant on April 11, 2021.
Army National Guard promotions are based on overall performance, attitude, leadership ability, and development potential.
These promotions additionally recognize the best qualified
Soldiers and attract and retain the
highest caliber Citizen Soldiers
for a career in the New York Army
National Guard.
For more information about
the New York Army National
Guard, visit www.dmna.ny.gov
or www.1800goguard.com
The New York National
Guard (New York State Division
of Military and Naval Affairs)
is the state’s executive agency
responsible to the Governor for
managing New York’s Military
Forces, which consists of nearly
20,000 members of the New York
Army National Guard, the New
York Air National Guard, the New
York Naval Militia and the New
(Continued on page 9)

Glamping! Camp Rockaway Returns for a Fourth Year
(Continued from page 6)
family-friendly site that includes
fire pits, a picnic-and-grill area,
hammocks, a supply store, a
phone-charging station, bathroom
and shower facilities, and games
such as cornhole, a long-time
Rockaway tradition. Each tent is
furnished with a Queen-size bed
featuring a memory foam mattress, side tables, solar lights, pillows, linens, extra blankets, towels, and extra cleaning supplies.
Prices range from $149 to
$189 on weekdays and Sundays
and $189 to $289 on Fridays,
Saturdays, and holidays with a
maximum of two people per tent.
Families and pods can add on a
pre-pitched pup tent for kids or

friends.
Naturally socially distant, casual travelers and adventure-seekers
will feel right at home at Camp
Rockaway, which is the perfect fit
for the following groups.
New Yorkers/In-Bound NYC
regulars who want to get away
during the summer, but also want
to avoid the crowds in Manhattan,
the Hamptons, and Montauk.
Families who love the Great Outdoors, but like to pack light. They
can enjoy the Riis Park Beach
Bazaar concessions for dinner,
stargaze, and still be in bed by
9 pm.
Couples in need of a low-key
getaway. They can take romantic
walks on the beach and appreciate
nature and each other.

Road trip lovers who can’t stand
fuss. There’s nearby parking, and
the site is easily-accessible by
public transportation. Plus, there’s
something for everyone—surf lessons, pitch-and-putt golf, whalewatching, art, hiking, biking, and
fireside S’mores.
“It’s going to be a great summer,”
said Kent Johnson, an architect
who founded Camp Rockaway.
“We provide the basics, plus a few
amenities that make the experience more comfortable, like hot
outdoor showers.”
Camp Rockaway is on Davis
Road, Fort Tilden, Breezy Point.
It’s an open field between The
Chapel at Fort Tilden and the
Atlantic Ocean. Click here to see
it on a map.

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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NYC Public School Parents File Emergency Injunction
in State Supreme Court Calling For Immediate
Reopening of Schools
Lawsuit against Department of
Education and Mayor Bill de
Blasio Demands Full Reopening
of Pre-K-12 School, Five Days
a Week for In-Person Learning
A group of over two dozen New
York City public school parents
filed a preliminary injunction in
State Supreme Court demanding
the immediate and full reopening
of all NYC public schools five
days a week for in-person, with
live instruction by teachers in
classrooms. The suit includes a
series of affidavits by the plaintiff
parents providing examples of the
“irreparable harm” done to their
children—academically, mentally, and emotionally—along with
11 testimonials from experts in
epidemiology, infectious disease,
education, neuropsychology and
mental health.
“Parents are their children’s
greatest advocates, who represent
their best interests,” said public
school parent Natalya Murakhver,

the organizer of the lawsuit, which
has been funded via over 300 individual donations. “Throughout the
pandemic, New York City public
school families have not had a
seat at the table. Instead, they have
been sidelined by unions and other
special interests, forced to watch
as their children were capriciously
shut out of schools, even when
schools were widely accepted as
the safest place to be.”
“Parents have lost faith in our
Mayor to fully and functionally reopen schools and will now look to
the court to ensure our children’s
constitutional right to a public
school education is fulfilled,” she
added.
Currently, an overwhelming majority of city middle and
high schools only offer students
“hybrid,” or part-time in-person
school, in which students attend
anywhere between two hours to
three days a week in the classroom,
where many “in person” students
are still taught remotely by teach-

ers from home. With 28% of City
teachers on indefinite remote
medical accommodations, the
practice has been dubbed “zoom
in a room.”
“The right to an education
is actually located in the New
York Constitution and has been
completely ignored by Mayor de
Blasio and the NYC Department
of Education,” said Jim Mermigis,
who is the plaintiffs’ attorney.
“The remote learning offered by
New York City, whether in the
classroom or at home, does not
approach a sound basic education
to satisfy the rights of New York
City’s schoolchildren.”
“Children’s needs have been set
aside by Mayor de Blasio, the NYC
Department of Education and the
NYC teachers union,” Mermigis
continued. “The basis for our
lawsuit is that remote learning
and ‘Zoom in a Room’ are causing
irreparable harm to children and
depriving them of their constitutional right to an education.”

Sen. James Sanders & the Senate Majority Pass Legislation
to Combat Domestic Violence & Human Trafficking
Senator James Sanders Jr. and
the Senate Democratic Majority
advanced a legislative package
to support survivors of domestic
violence and combat human trafficking in New York State that
builds on the Senate Democratic
Majority’s continued work to provide greater protections for those
impacted by domestic violence
and the horrors of human trafficking.
Senate Bill 672, introduced by
Senator Sanders, passed the Senate yesterday 63-0.This bill will
allow victims to recover greater
damages from their perpetrators
and allow them to be made as close
to whole as possible. This legisla-

tion extends the statute of limitations from 10 years to 15 years to
give human trafficking victims
more time to file a civil cause of
action. Senator Sanders said “Human trafficking is a heinous crime
that should be disincentivized in
every way possible.”
Others bills that passed yesterday in the Senate that Senator
Sanders voted in favor of relieve
survivors of domestic violence
from utility contracts, expands
eligibility for the “Non-Parent”
Grant, seizes firearms from perpetrators, expands the statute of
limitations on domestic violence
claims, aids prosecutors in identifying repeat offenders, and pro-

tects the voting records of victims
of sexual and domestic violence.
In addition, this legislative
package requires public posting
of human trafficking information,
mandates state contractors to submit human trafficking prevention
statements, expands the statute of
limitations on human trafficking
claims, and establishes human
trafficking recognition training for
all lodging employees. This package also includes legislation to
enact the “New York State Transparency in Supply Chains Act,”
increase the legal marriage age to
18 and classify clergy members as
mandated reporters of suspected
child abuse and maltreatment.

Subway, Bus, LIRR, Metro-North Ridership Reaches
New Pandemic Record
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) announced
that the New York City Subway,
Long Island Rail Road and MetroNorth Railroad have reached
pandemic ridership records, with
2,239,500 trips on the New York
City Subway (including 3,823 on
the Staten Island Railway), 101,600
LIRR, and 83,100 Metro-North
trips recorded on Friday, May 7.
New York City Buses reached a
pandemic high one day earlier,
on Thursday, May 6, of 1,245,629.
These are the highest single-day
ridership totals since the start of
the COVID-19 pandemic in New
York, and for buses, since frontdoor boarding resumed on Aug. 31.
The LIRR total is the first time
the LIRR has reached more than
100,000 trips in one day. Subway
ridership surpassed the 2 million
mark on April 9.
“Growing ridership across the
MTA is good news for New York,”
said MTA Chairman Patrick Foye.
“It is an indicator that the region’s
recovery from the pandemic is
gaining strength.”
“People are coming back which
is great news for New York City

Transit,” said Sarah Feinberg,
NYC Transit Interim President,
“but we need to continue to do
all we can to get back to our prepandemic ridership levels.”
“Throughout the pandemic,
buses continued to have the strongest relative ridership numbers,”
said Craig Cipriano, President
of the MTA Bus Company. “Our
transit heroes work hard every
day to provide the best service
possible, and I’m glad to see that
more and more New Yorkers are
returning to the bus.”
“As the weather improves and
sporting events and shows return
to New York, we are excited to
see our ridership grow,” said Phil
Eng, President of the Long Island
Rail Road. “And with the recent
additions to our LIRR TrainTime
app, including real-time seating
and accessibility information, we
are providing riders with as much
information about their ride as
possible.”
“Metro-North is seeing increasing ridership in concert with the
reopening of the Hudson Valley,”
said Catherine Rinaldi, President of Metro-North Railroad.

“We’re predicting further ridership growth in the weeks ahead
thanks in part to Hudson Valley
Restaurant Week and the start of
warm weather renewing interest
in some of the best hiking in the
region.”
The MTA has undertaken
unprecedented cleaning and disinfecting protocols in the year since
the pandemic began to ensure the
system as safe as possible for its
customers. The Authority has also
rolled out robust public education
campaigns and issued millions of
masks to its customers. Mask usage in the system remains high,
with more than 98% of customers
wearing a mask when riding mass
transit. The MTA also enhanced
its Live Subway Map to allow
riders to find vaccination sites
throughout the city.
Prior to the pandemic, average
weekday ridership totals routinely
exceeded 5.5 million in the subway
system. That figure fell by more
than 90% to a low of roughly
300,000 daily trips last April as
the number of COVID-19 cases
(Continued on page 11)
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NYC Parks Cuts The Ribbon on
$8.1 Million Renovation of Almeda
Playground — A Community Parks . . .
(Continued from page 7)
safe space for our children to exert
energy, make new friends -- all
within the immediate community.
The renovation of the Almeda
Playground will offer families a
park system for all.”
As part of the Community Parks
Initiative, Almeda Playground has
been completely renovated with
upgraded features and amenities.
This playground now features a
more inclusive play area, an outdoor classroom, spray showers, an
adult fitness area, basketball and
handball courts, shaded seating
areas, and more. As requested by
the community, the project also
enhanced the playground’s greenery with a robust planting palette.
The Community Parks Initiative (CPI), launched by Mayor de

Blasio in October 2014, is NYC
Parks’ first major equity initiative.
CPI is a multi-faceted investment
in the smaller public parks that
are located in New York City’s
densely populated and growing
neighborhoods where there are
higher-than-average concentrations of poverty.
Almeda Playground, located on
the Rockaway peninsula, is named
for nearby Almeda Avenue. The
area was spotted by Henry Hudson
in 1609 and served as home to a
small tribe of Canarsie Indians.
The playground opened in 1965
and was originally named P.S.
42 Playground before being renamed by Parks in 1985. Almeda
Playground serves as an excellent
recreational space for the students
of P.S. 42 and the surrounding
neighborhoods.

Assemblyman Colton is Outraged by
The Despicable Hate Act . . .
(Continued from page 4)

over evil as we in one voice are demanding justice and not revenge,”
Colton stated.
“Hate crimes are on the rise
citywide and it’s unacceptable.
Hate crimes against any groups
including Catholics, Chinese,
Jews, Muslims, or any other
groups are rapidly increasing.
Therefore, I have introduced a bill

to include hate crimes in the list of
crimes where a Judge can hold a
defendant on bail. Individuals that
are responsible must be brought
to justice and prosecuted to the
full extent of the law. We need to
make sure that our fellow New
Yorkers are protected against any
despicable crimes. I will continue
to work with community leaders
and the NYPD to stop the spread
of all hate crimes,” Colton added.

New York Army National Guard Promotions
(Continued from page 8)
York Guard.
•
Maj. Trish Stanek, assigned
to the 53rd Digital Liaison Team,
receives her promotion to the rank

of major from her son Alex and
the unit commander, Col. Chris
Guilmette May 16, 2021 at Camp
Smith, N.Y. More than 200 Soldiers received promotions in the
month of April.

MTA Launches Public Vaccination
Program at Major Stations . . .
(Continued from page 2)
tives – first with testing, then with
vaccines for employees, and now
with vaccinations for all,” said
Metro-North Railroad President
Catherine Rinaldi. “Given its central location in Midtown, Grand
Central is perfectly positioned for
this mission.”
The subway, Long Island Rail
Road and Metro-North Railroad
stations, terminals and hubs where
vaccines will be available are:
• Grand Central Terminal - Vanderbilt Hall: open from 8 a.m. to
1 p.m.
• Penn Station - 34th Street Corridor: open from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
• E 180 St Station (Bronx): open
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• 179 St Station (Queens): open
from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Coney Island Station (Brooklyn): open from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
• Broadway Junction (Brooklyn):
open from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
• Hempstead (LIRR): open from
3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
• Ossining (Metro-North): open
from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Digital messaging will run
on more than 12,000 screens
at MTA stations, onboard train
cars, and buses to promote the
site locations and hours of opera-

tion. Promotional content will be
pushed to more than 3 million followers across MTA social media
platforms. Audio announcements
will also run at more than 500
stations. Wayfinding signage will
be produced and posted at station
pop-up locations to help ensure
proper traffic flow. Information
will also be available on the MTA
website.
Incentives to get vaccinated
at MTA stations include a free
seven-day MetroCard or free
round-trip Long Island Rail Road
or Metro-North ticket. The MTA
is partnering with SOMOS Community Care, Northwell Health
and Westchester Medical Center
on the sites. MTA employees are
also eligible to get vaccinated at
these sites.
The opening of these sites
comes as the MTA announced
pandemic ridership records on
the New York City Subway, Long
Island Rail Road and Metro-North
Railroad, with 2,239,500 trips
on the New York City Subway
(including 3,823 on the Staten Island Railway), 101,600 LIRR, and
83,100 Metro-North trips recorded
on Friday, May 7. New York City
Buses reached a pandemic high
one day earlier, on Thursday, May
6, of 1,245,629.
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Attorney General James Takes Legal Action
Against Conspiracy Theorists For Threatening
Robocalls to Suppress Black Voters
Jacob Wohl and Jack Burkman Orchestrated a LargeScale Robocall Campaign
to Intimidate Black Communities Ahead of the 2020
Election
Approximately 5,500 New
Yorkers Subjected to Discriminatory and Harassing
Robocalls
New York Attorney
General Letitia James today filed a request to intervene in a federal proceeding
against two notorious conspiracy theorists over their
efforts to suppress Black
voters ahead of the 2020
election. An investigation
conducted by the Office of
the Attorney General (OAG)
found that Jacob Wohl and
Jack Burkman, while hiding
behind their sham organization “Project 1599,” violated
state and federal laws by
orchestrating robocalls to
threaten and harass Black
communities through disinformation, including claims
that mail-in voters would
have their personal information disseminated to law enforcement, debt collectors,
and the government. The
Wohl and Burkman robocall
campaign, which reached
approximately 5,500 New
Yorkers, sought to undermine and interfere with the
then-ongoing efforts by the
state of New York to fairly
and safely administer its
elections during the COVID-19 crisis and protect
its citizens from voter intimidation and harassment.
Attorney General James’
action today in the U.S. District Court for the Southern
District of New York seeks
to cease further voter intimidation by Wohl, Burkman,
and their associates.
“In this country, our vote
is our voice –– it is one of
the most important parts of
our democracy. Any attempt
to discourage communities
from voting is as illegal as
it is un-American,” said
Attorney General James.
“Wohl and Burkman used
misinformation to try to disenfranchise Black communities ahead of the election,
in a clear attempt to sway
the election in the favor of
their preferred presidential
candidate. No voter should
ever be subjected to such
harassment or intimidation
when exercising their fundamental right to vote. I will
continue the work to protect
voters and ensure that anyone who tries to hinder that
right is held accountable to
the fullest extent of the law.”
The OAG launched an
investigation into Wohl and
Burkman after receiving
tips from the public that
they received automated
messages discouraging them
from voting by mail. The investigation found that in the

summer of 2020, Wohl and
Burkman created a robocall
recording, falsely claiming
that voting by mail would
subject the voter to having
their personal information
used by the police to track
old warrants, credit card
companies to collect debts,
and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) to track individuals
for mandatory vaccines, all
of which was false. A text
of the automated recording
reads:
“Hi, this is Tamika Taylor
from Project 1599, the civil
rights organization founded
by Jack Burman and Jacob
Wohl. Mail-in voting sounds
great, but did you know that
if you vote by mail, your
personal information will
be part of a public database
that will be used by police
departments to track down
old warrants and be used by
credit card companies to collect outstanding debts? The
CDC is even pushing to use
records for mail-in voting to
track people for mandatory
vaccines. Don’t be finessed
into giving your private information to the man, stay
home safe and beware of
vote by mail.”
The investigation revealed
that Wohl and Burkman
clearly and deliberately targeted Black communities
in carrying out their widespread robocall campaign.
On August 25, 2020, the
day before the robocalls
were placed, Wohl emailed
Burkman the audio file for
the call and stated, “[w]
e should send it to black
neighborhoods…” The next
day, after the calls were sent
and received by thousands
of voters, Burkman emailed
to congratulate Wohl, stating that “i love these robo
calls…getting angry black
call backs…win or lose…
the black robo was a great
[Jacob Wohl] idea.”
Wohl and Burkman hired
Message Communications,
Inc., which is owned and
operated by Robert Mahanian, to send the robocall
message to voters in New
York and across the country.
On August 26, 2020, Message Communications sent
the robocall to over 85,000
phone numbers nationwide,
including approximately
5,500 phone numbers with
New York area codes, predominately in and around
New York City. According
to data obtained by the OAG,
at least 4,186 calls were sent
to numbers with a 212 area
code; at least 703 calls were
sent to numbers with a 646
area code; at least 198 calls
were sent to numbers with a
347 area code; and at least
170 calls were sent to numbers with a 917 area code.
Using her authority to
assert and protect the voting
rights of all the approximate

5,500 New Yorkers who
received Wohl and Burkman’s robocalls, Attorney
General James seeks to join
an existing action in the U.S.
District Court for the Southern District of New York,
brought by the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law and the law firm
of Orrick Herrington &
Sutcliffe LLP, on behalf of
a number of voters and the
National Coalition on Black
Civic Participation, against
Wohl, Burkman, Project
1599, and Burkman’s lobbying firm J.M. Burkman
& Associates. Along with
the original defendants,
Attorney General James
is additionally suing Message Communications and
Mahanian.
Attorney General James’
action asserts six violations
by the defendants under
state and federal laws, including the New York Civil
Rights Law, the New York
Executive Law, the Voting
Rights Act of 1965, the Ku
Klux Klan Act of 1871, and
the Civil Rights Act of 1957.
The complaint seeks
broad injunctive and other
relief, including:
• Prohibiting Wohl, Burkman, Burkman & Associates, and Project 1599
from further engaging or
undertaking in harassing
and discriminatory voter
intimidation;
•
Requiring Mahanian
and Message Communications to establish policies
and procedures to prevent
unlawful, discriminatory,
and intimidating robocalls
directed at voters;
• Forfeiting all profits or
payments made to the defendants as part of the robocall
campaign; and
• Requiring defendants to
pay a penalty of up to $500
for each violation of the state
law prohibiting New Yorkers
from being subject to any
discrimination in their civil
rights.
In a separate case,
criminal charges have been
brought against Wohl and
Burkman for the robocall
operation by Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel.
The matter remains ongoing.
This matter is being
handled by Assistant Attorneys General Conor Duffy
and Colleen K. Faherty, with
assistance from Volunteer
Assistant Attorney General
Hannah Bernard, Special
Counsel for Hate Crimes
Rick Sawyer, and Legal
Support Analyst Jack Jones
— all under the supervision
of Civil Rights Bureau Chief
Jessica Clarke. The Civil
Rights Bureau is a part of the
Division for Social Justice,
which is led by Chief Deputy
Attorney General Meghan
Faux and under the oversight
of First Deputy Attorney
General Jennifer Levy.
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Velázquez Reintroduces Bill That Aims to
Demilitarize Police
(Continued from page 4)
American Family Voices,
American Friends Service
Committee, American Muslim Empowerment Network
(AMEN), Amnesty International USA, Arab American
Institute, Arab Resource &
Organizing Center (AROC),
Armenian-American Action Network (A A AN),
Asian Pacific Institute on
Gender-Based Violence,
Autistic Self Advocacy
Network, Bend the Arc:
Jewish Action, Beyond the
Bomb, Brennan Center for
Justice, Bridges Faith Initiative, Campaign for Liberty
Center for American Progress, Center for Civilians in
Conflict, Center for Constitutional Rights, Center for
Disability Rights, Center
for International Policy,
Center for Law and Social
Policy (CLASP), Center for
Victims of Torture, Center
on Race, Inequality, and the
Law at New York University
School of Law, Church of
Scientology National Affairs Office, Church World
Service, CODEPINK, Color
Of Change, Common Defense, Community Alliance
on Prisons, Congregation of
Our Lady of Charity of the
Good Shepherd, Council on
American-Islamic Relations
(CAIR), Daily Kos, The
Daniel Initiative, Defending Rights & Dissent, Dignity & Power NOW, Dream
Corps JUSTICE, Drug Policy Alliance, Empowering
Pacific Islander Communities (EPIC), Equal Justice
Society, Equal Rights Advocates, Essie Justice Group,
The Feminist Foreign Policy
Project, Foreign Policy for
America, Franciscan Action
Network, Friends Committee on National Legislation,
Futures Without Violence,
GLSEN, Government Information Watch, Grassroots
Global Justice Alliance,
Greenpeace US, Hispanic
Federation, Historians for
Peace and Democracy, Human Rights Campaign, Human Rights First, ICNA
Council for Social Justice

Impact Fund, Indivisible,
Interfaith Action for Human
Rights, Japanese American
Citizens League, Jetpac Resource Center, Inc., Jewish
Council for Public Affairs,
Justice For Muslims Collective, Justice is Global,
Justice Strategies, Juvenile
Law Center, LatinoJustice PRLDEF, La Union
Del Pueblo Entero, The
Leadership Conference on
Civil and Human Rights,
Louisiana Advocates for
Immigrants in Detention,
MADRE, Massachusetts
Peace Action, Media Alliance, Media Justice,
Metropolitan Community
Churches, Global Justice Institute, MomsRising, Mothers Against Police Brutality, Multicultural AIDS
Coalition, Muslim Justice
L e ag ue, NA R A L P ro Choice America, National
Advocacy Center of the Sisters of the Good Shepherd,
National Association of
Criminal Defense Lawyers,
National Association of Social Workers, The National
Council for Incarcerated
and Formerly Incarcerated
Women and Girls, National
Council of Churches of
Christ in the USA (NCC),
National Disability Rights
Network (NDRN), National
Education Association, National Homelessness Law
Center, National Immigrant
Justice Center, National
Immigration Project (NIPNLG), National Iranian
American Council Action
(NIAC Action), National
Network of Arab American
Communities (NNAAC),
National Organization for
Women, National Partnership for Women & Families,
National Priorities Project
at the Institute for Policy
Studies, NETWORK Lobby
for Catholic Social Justice
New Internationalism Project at the Institute for Policy
Studies, Oakland Privacy,
Open Society Policy Center,
Organized Communities
Against Deportations, Our
Revolution, OVEC-Ohio
Valley Environmental Coalition, Oxfam America,

Peace Action, People’s
Action, Poder in Action,
PolicyLink, Poligon Education Fund, Presente.org,
Progressive Democrats of
America, Project Blueprint,
Project On Government
Oversight, Project South,
Public Citizen, Quincy
Institute for Responsible
Statecraft, Racial Justice
NOW, Restore The Fourth,
Rethinking Foreign Policy,
Revolutionary Love Project, Revolving Door Project, Robert F. Kennedy
Human Rights, RootsAction.org, Secure Families
Initiative, Security Policy
Reform Institute (SPRI),
Sierra Club, Sikh American
Legal Defense and Education Fund (SALDEF), The
Sikh Coalition, South Asian
Americans Leading Together (SAALT), Southern
Poverty Law Center Action
Fund, TN State Conference NA ACP, UndocuBlack Network, Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee, United Church of
Christ Justice and Witness Ministries, United for
Peace and Justice, United
We Dream Network, U.S.
Labor Against Racism and
War Veterans for American
Ideals, Voices for Progress,
Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and
Urban Affairs, WESPAC
Foundation, Inc., Wind of
the Spirit Immigrant Resource Center, Win Without
War, Women’s Action for
New Directions, Women
Watch Afrika, Working
Families Party, World BEYOND War, World Can’t
Wait Hawai`I, World Without Genocide
In addition to Velázquez,
the bill is cosponsored by
Chellie Pingree, Eleanor
Holmes Norton, Ayanna
Pressley, Mark Pocan, Ro
K han na, Kathy Castor,
Yvette D. Clarke, Adriano
Espaillat, Barbara Lee,
Carolyn Maloney, James
P. McGovern, Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez, Ilhan Omar,
Rashida Tlaib, Jan Schakowsky, Cori Bush, Don
Beyer.

Vandalism Discovered on Grounds of The Offices
Of Diocese of Brooklyn

The Roman Catholic
Diocese of Brooklyn is
announcing that a statue
depicting the Blessed Virgin Mary holding her son
Jesus, was vandalized over
the weekend on the grounds
of the Diocesan administrative offices, located at 310
Prospect Park West in the
Windsor Terrace section of
Brooklyn.
Jesus, held in the arms
of His Mother Mary, was
decapitated. The destruction was discovered by a
facilities manager and immediately reported to the
New York City Police Department. The crime is currently being investigated as

a hate crime. The Diocese
is already working towards
repairing the statue to its
original form.
This is the second incident in a matter of three
days. Du r ing the early
morning hours of Friday,
May 14, a Crucifix was
toppled and damaged, and
an American Flag burned,
at St. Athanasius Roman
Catholic Church in Bensonhurst. Parishioners gathered
Friday evening in prayer.
“We are definitely concerned that there is a pattern of hate crimes against
Catholics. There was a hate
crime at a Bensonhurst parish on Friday morning and

now, just a few days later,
this is act of hatred has been
discovered at the Diocesan
offices. The Diocese will be
notifying our churches to be
on alert, and we are asking
the NYPD to increase patrols in and around the area
of our churches. Hatred and
intolerance of the Catholic
faith, and for that matter any
faith, has no place here,”
said Monsignor Anthony
M. Hernandez, Moderator
of the Curia for the Diocese
of Brooklyn.
Anyone with information is asked to call Crime
Stoppers at (800) 577-TIPS
(8477). A photo of the damaged statue is attached.
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of JING
LEI HOME LLC. Articles of
Org. filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY)
on 3/30/2021. Office located
in Queens County. SSNY has
been designated for service of
process. SSNY shall mail copy of
any process served against the
LLC to: 14108 14TH AVENUE
WHITESTONE, NY 11357.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021

VAZ TAXI LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 04/16/2021.
Office loc: Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 20-51
47th Street, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021

Notice of Formation of KIKA AU
NATURAL L.L.C. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/17/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 1967 Wehrle Drive, Suite
1 #086, Buffalo, NY 14221.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021

Notice of Formation of a Limited
Liability Company (LLC). Name:
El Silencio Roasting Co. LLC.
Articles of Organization filing
date with Secretary of State
(SSNY) was 02/08/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to
El Silencio Roasting Co. LLC,
30-44 83rd St, 2nd Floor, East
Elmhurst, NY 11370. Purpose is
to engage in any lawful purpose.
Latest date upon which LLC is
to dissolve: No specific date.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021

Notice of Formation of Locks
Done Right LLC. Articles of
Org. filed with the Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY)
on 3/8/2021. Office located
in Queens County. SSNY
has been designated for
service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to:
40-45 Elbertson Street, 145
Elmhurst, NY 11373. Purpose:
Any lawful activity or purpose.
5/20,6/3,10,17&24/2021

Win Bridal Expo, LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 3/31/2021.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 149-35
177th St., Ste. 102, Jamaica,
NY 11434. General Purpose.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021
Notice of Formation of EVE
AND DAVES LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 04/22/2021.
O f f i c e l o c at i o n: Q u e e ns
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 45 12 46th Street, PMB 258,
S u n n y s i d e , N Y 111 0 4 .
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021
Notice of Formation of IDEW
STORE LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/20/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 123-35 82nd Road,
Unit 2P, Kew Gardens, NY 11415.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/6,13,20,27,6/3&10/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
DREAMERJ LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 01/19/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 117-44 195th Street,
St. Albans, Queens, NY 11412.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/6,13,20,27,6/3&10/2021
Notice is hereby given that
a license number 1335580
& 1335581 for a beer, wine,
l i q u o r li c e ns e h as b e e n
applied for by Raven Rabbit
LLC., to sell beer, wine and
liquor at retail in a Restaurant
under the Alcoholic Beverage
Control law at 38- 04
Broadway, Astoria, NY 11103
for on premises consumption.
5/13&20/2021
Notice of formation of 108
C O RO N A G A R D EN L LC
A r ticles of Organization.
Filed with the Secretary of
State of New York SSNY on
04/16/2021. Office located
in Queens. SSNY has been
designated for ser vice
of process. SSNY Shall
mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to
108- 67 ROOSEVELT AVE
C O R O N A , N Y 11 3 6 8 .
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021

LAW OFFICE OF YONGXIAN
YANG PLLC filed with the SSNY
on 3/30/21. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the PLLC upon whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process
to the PLLC, 3708 Main Street
Suite 303 Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021
Notice of Formation of MGR
JANITORIAL SERVICES LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
03/05/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 15330 112th
Avenue, Jamaica, NY 11433.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021
Notice of Formation of TWIN
BUILDINGS LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/18/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 6117 220th Street,
Oakland Gardens, NY 11364.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021
Notice of formation of The
Rojano Company LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on January 6 2021 Office
located in Queens county.
SSNY has ben designed for
service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to
5901 Junction Blvd Elmhurst
NY 11373 – P.O. Box 737295.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021
Notice of Formation of 1784
Westchester LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY ) on 2 /4/21.
O f f i c e l o c at i o n: Q u e e n s
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon
whom process against
it may be ser ved. SS N Y
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 162- 07 L abur num
Ave, Flushing, NY 11358.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/22,29,5/6,13,20&27/2021
Notice of Formation of KLT
VENDING LLC. Arts of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/08/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 612 Beach 64th
Street, Arverne, NY 11692.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/15,22,29,5/6,13&20/2021

NOTICE OF FORMATION
of Y&K NY COMPANY LLC.
Art/Org filed 8/19/19. Office
location: Queens Cty. SSNY
designated as agent for svc/
proc & shall mail to 31-09 Starr
Ave, Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/6,13,20,27,6/3&10/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
MOTIVATION RE ADER’S
MASTERMIND NETWORK
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
o n 0 2 / 1 8 / 2 0 2 1. O f f i c e
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 229 -19 Merrick
Blvd., Laurelton, NY 11413.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021
Reliable GoGo NY LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 03/19/21. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it may
be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC,
4707 41st Street, Apartment
5F, Sunnyside, NY 11104.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021
Notice of Formation
of FRANKLIN HOME
BUILDERS LLC. A r ts. of
O r g. f i l e d w i t h S e c y. of
S t a t e o f N Y (S S N Y ) o n
04/06/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSN Y
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 108-55 49th Avenue,
# 3 F, C orona, N Y 113 6 8.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
4/29,5/6,13,20,27&6/3/2021
413/414 Deerfoot Circle LLC,
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY) 4/16/2021.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 2236
31st Drive, apt. 1B, Astoria,
NY 11106. General Purpose.
5/6,13,20,27,6/3&10/2021
Notice of Formation of GT
Home Realty LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/26/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 144- 66 29th
Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021

Lakehorse Holdings LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 4/20/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against may
be served & shall mail process
to Anthony E. Colao, 10-40
Borden Ave., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021
Notice of Formation of 162-23
91 Realty LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/26/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 101-42 99th
Street, Ozone Park, NY 11416.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021
Notice of Formation of QUEEN
LEAF LLC Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/26/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, P.O. Box
300374, Jamaica, NY 11430.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021
Notice of Formation of 6435 Realty LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/26/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 101-42 99th
Street, Ozone Park, NY 11416.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021
Notice of Qualification of
GENTING ORANGE COUNTY
LLC Appl. for Auth. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/06/21. Office location:
Queens County. LLC formed
in Delaware (DE) on 12/23/13.
Princ. office of LLC: 100-00
Rockaway Blvd., Jamaica,
NY 11420. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to c/o Corporation
Service Co., 80 State St.,
A lbany, N Y 12 207-25 4 3.
DE addr. of LLC: 251 Little
Falls Dr., Wilmington, DE
19808-1674. Cert. of Form.
filed with Jeffrey W. Bullock
- Secy. of State, DE, 401
Federal St., Dover, DE 19901.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/20,27,6/3,10,17&24/2021

LEGAL NOTICES

Queens Times says
Stay Safe & Get
Vacanitated

Queens Community Board 6
Continues “COVID-Rx” Webinar
Series to Educate Residents
Queens Community
Board 6 is continuing a
monthly COVID-19 webinar series to help educate
the district’s most vulnerable populations on vital
community services.
The series called “COVID-Rx” created by the
Boa rd’s Ag i ng, Social
Ser vices & Disabilities
Committee, is providing a
platform for medical professionals, service providers and wellness experts
to discuss the latest health
news and highlight local
programs helpful to seniors
and people with disabilities. The presentations have
included resources from
agencies providing services during COVID; how
to deal with Elder Abuse/
Elder Fraud; and Disability
Etiquette This presentation will live-stream on
Queens CB6’s Facebook
Page Wednesday, May 26,
7 PM featuring two mental
health professionals and
social work student who
will be discussing specific
ways to boost resilience
and how millennials are
facing the challenges with
the pandemic.
“The COVID-R X”
series has provided important information as we
begin our recovery from

the pandemic” said Alexa Weitzman, Chair of
Queens Community Board
6. “Clearly there is a need
for this information, which
is why I’m thrilled that the
Aging, Social Ser vices
& Disabilities committee
developed the “COVIDRx” series and I am excited
about our next Webinar.”
“As we begin our path
to recovery, we need information on how to deal
with the “new normal” said
Mark Laster, Co-Chair of
the Board’s Aging, Social
Ser vices & Disabilities
Committee. “Our upcoming webinar, focusing on
COVID recovery, will accomplish this”
The upcoming program
is entitled, “Life in the Age
of COVID19: Coping with
Recovery.” will have presentations by Mark Laster,
Licensed Clinical Social
Worker; Ralph Leonart,
Esq., Psychotherapist and
Jessica Strasser, Columbia
School of Social Work student. It will be facilitated
by Tania Padgett, a member
of the community board.
To attend the May 26 forum via Zoom, participants
should register here. The
board will also live-stream
and archive the presentation on its Facebook page.

Subway, Bus, LIRR, Metro-North
Ridership Reaches
New Pandemic Record
(Continued from page 9
peaked in the New York
City area. The low point of
bus ridership was 278,067
on Sunday, April 12, 2020.
Average weekday ridership
in April 2020 was 463,763.

MTA employees continued
to provide service for the
frontline healthcare professionals and other essential
workers who needed to get
to work during some of the
most troubling days in New
York City history.

Suozzi: “New York Families Will
Begin to See Child Tax Credit
Payments on July 15th”
(Continued from page 3)
credit checks, and 3,700
children will be lifted out
of poverty.
New York’s 4th District: 65.8% of children in
the district would benefit
from the monthly child tax

credit checks, and 5,500
children will be lifted out
of poverty.
New York’s 5th District:
83.5% of children in the
district would benefit from
the monthly child tax credit
checks, and 9,500 children
will be lifted out of poverty.
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Flushing Meadows Corona Park
Free Covid Vaccines at the Unisphere
On May 22 and May 23!

FREE COVID VACCINES
AT THE UNISPHERE
Saturday, May 22
11am to 7pm
Sunday, May 23
11am to 7pm
Come visit the NYC Mobile
Vaccine Bus in Flushing Meadows
Corona Park on Saturday, May 22
and Sunday, May 23 from 11:00am
to 7:00pm.
The Bus will be offering Pfizer
vaccines, which is a two-dose
vaccine, to New Yorkers ages 12

and up.
You can find the NYC Mobile
Vaccine Bus behind the Queens
Museum in the Northeast corner
of the park.
You don’t need to make an
appointment, but you can if you
want by visiting vax4nyc.nyc.gov
or calling 1-877-VAX-4NYC (1877-829-4692).
The Bus will return to provide
second doses in Flushing Meadows Corona Park on Saturday,
June 16 and Sunday, June 17.

MTA Rings Opening Bell of New York
Stock Exchange, Celebrating Return to
24/7 Subway Service

Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MTA) leadership and
frontline workers rang the New
York Stock Exchange opening
bell today, celebrating the return
to 24-hour subway service that
occurred earlier in the day.
Participants included MTA
Chai r ma n a nd CEO Pat r ick
Foye, N YC Tr a n sit I nt e r i m
President Sarah Feinberg, MTA

Bus President Craig Cipriano,
MTA Chief Customer Officer
Sarah Meyer, LIRR President
Phil Eng, Metro-North Railroad
President Catherine Rinaldi, and
frontline MTA employees representing the tens of thousands of
colleagues who are transporting
essential workers, and now all
New Yorkers, throughout the
pandemic.
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