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Council Member Francisco Moya &
Union For Public Schools Cleaners
Thank Essential Maintenance Workers at Queens Public Schools on
the Frontlines of Covid-19

Showing Gratitude for the Essential Building Workers Who Keep NYC Public
Schools Clean and Safe 32BJ, Moya Call for FY 2021 Budget to Fully Fund
NYCSSS (New York City School Support Services) to Continue Level of Service
Needed to Keep Public Schools Safe, Clean and Running. See story on page 2.

MTA Helps Distribute State Issued
COVID-19 Testing Kits and Supplies to
Nursing Homes Across New York City

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) helped
distribute 47,484 COVID-19 testing kits to 106 nursing homes
across New York City as well as
personal protective equipment

nursing home staff will use when
administering the tests. Members
of the MTA Police Department,
New York City Transit, MTA
(Continued on page 2)

MTA Launches First Ever Pilot With
UVC Proven to Kill COVID-19

First Phase of Pilot Will Deploy 150 Mobile Ultraviolet- C Disinfecting Units
in Train Cars, Buses, Stations, and Occupational Facilities Across New York
City Transit, With Phase Two Coming to LIRR and Metro- See story on page 2.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -

Subscribe to the
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Your Local Newspaper-One Edition for All Of Queens
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MTA Helps Distribute State Issued COVID-19 Testing Kits
and Supplies to Nursing Homes Across New York City
(Continued from page 1)
Bridges and Tunnels and the MTA
Bus Company worked alongside
the National Guard to deliver the
supplies, which were provided by
New York State.
“MTA employees are known as
#HeroesMovingHeroes because
they run the trains and buses that
get essential employees where they
need to go to fight the pandemic,
but our employees are also working
behind the scenes in many ways,
and this is one important one,” said
MTA Chief Safety Officer Patrick
Warren. “Helping to distribute

crucial supplies, like COVID-19
testing kits, is one of the ways
MTA employees are rising above
and beyond the call of duty to
help wherever they can during the
pandemic. Their continued work
shows their commitment to all New
Yorkers.”
In addition to the COVID-19
Testing Kits, the MTA helped to
distribute: 3,074 face shields, 2,120
gowns, 2,120 N95 masks, 2,400
pairs of gloves, and 5,194 coolers
for shipment of test specimens.
The New York State Department
of Transportation dropped off the
materials to the MTA’s central PPE

storage warehouse in the Bronx
over the weekend before being
driven today by MTA employees
and members of the National
Guard to nursing homes in Manhattan, Staten Island, Brooklyn,
the Bronx and Queens.
As an international leader among
transportation agencies, the MTA
has also distributed millions of
pieces of personal protective equipment to its own workforce since
March 1, including more than four
million pairs of gloves and nearly
two million masks. The agency
will continue to aggressive work
to protect employees.

Council Member Francisco Moya &
Union For Public Schools Cleaners
(Continued from page 1)
Even as the country’s largest
public school system shut doors,
6,400 essential, frontline workers
continue to clean and maintain
schools, resource centers and
meal distribution sites amid the
Covid-19 pandemic. Workers risk
their health and the health of their
families to keep students and staff
healthy at these buildings that
provide vital resources for their
communities.
To thank them, a caravan
including Council Member Francisco Moya and 32BJ SEIU staff
drove through six Queens sites
on Tuesday morning to show support for 32BJ SEIU cleaners and
maintenance persons.
Those on the caravan praised
the school staff for feeding and
ser vicing their communities
during the pandemic. Council
Member Moya said he would
prioritize and protect the workers
whose jobs could be affected by
funding changes in the fiscal year
2021 budget.
“Working-class heroes are
on the frontlines risking everything for the health and safety
of Queens residents and New

Yorkers in every borough,” said
Council Member Francisco Moya.
“Every day, 32BJ cleaners and
handypersons work tirelessly to
protect those who rely on our
schools and resource centers for
survival during the pandemic.
We must go beyond saying ‘thank
you’ to these heroes by fully investing in the NYCSSS to ensure
they can stay on the job and earn
the wages they deserve.”
“I’m proud to be contributing
and working right now. I care
about the students, the staff and
their families, and I want to be
part of the solution by cleaning essential schools that people really
rely on right now,” said Mark Anthony Espinoza, a cleaner at Information Technology High School
in Long Island City. “It’s great to
be thanked and recognized for our
work, but what we really need is
funding and support. Covid-19
has affected me personally, and
my wife and I have a baby on the
way. I need to keep my salary
and benefits—it’s only fair to the
people working on the frontlines
doing the jobs that can’t be done
from home.”
SEIU 32BJ Vice President Shirley Aldebol addressed workers

who clean and maintain schools.
“You have always been essential and need to be recognized.
Often you’re left out, but we’re
going to make sure that everyone—the community, the City,
our elected leaders— understands
how vital your work is to our
neighborhoods and our city. I
want to make sure that we not
just thank you, fight to make sure
that the budget for the NYCSSS
is fully funded so that you’re able
to do the work that you need to
do, with PPE, and at the pay rate
you deserve. Ensuring that NYC’s
public school buildings are clean
and safe must be a top priority in
budget discussions.”
The group caravanned at six
locations—Q061, Q019, Q127,
Q143, Q069, Q398—following
similar events in Brooklyn last
week and “Heart of Our Buildings” events at residential and
commercial buildings throughout
New York.
The group will continue at more
schools next week in Manhattan.
With more than 175,000 members in 11 states and Washington,
D.C., 32BJ SEIU is the largest
property service workers union
in the country.

MTA Launches First Ever Pilot With
UVC Proven to Kill COVID-19
(Continued from page 1)
The Metropolitan Transportation
Authority (MTA) has announced
an ultraviolet (UV) light pilot
program proven to kill COVID-19,
with the first phase set to launch
on subways, buses, and other New
York City Transit facilities throughout the system early next week.
The MTA pilot will deploy
approximately 150 dual-headed
mobile devices from Denver-based
startup PURO Lighting to test and
evaluate the efficiency and costeffectiveness of UVC technology
in a number of settings across New
York City Transit including trains,
buses, stations and occupational
facilities, using strict protocols and
procedures to ensure the safety of
the employees and customers. After
evaluation, the pilot’s second phase
will expand to Long Island Rail
Road and Metro-North.
“This is a first of its kind pilot
when it comes to transportation

agencies around the world and
we are proud to be a part of it. For
nearly three months, the MTA has
worked relentlessly to disinfect our
entire fleet of subways and buses
but we’ve always promised that
we would explore any and all new
approaches available to us as well,”
said MTA Chairman and CEO
Patrick J. Foye. “The launch of this
UVC pilot represents a promising
next step in our ongoing efforts to
identify technologies that can keep
our customers and employees as
safe as possible.”
“Since the beginning of this
crisis, I’ve made it very clear to my
colleagues across New York City
Transit that I’m open to any and
every idea to keep the system safe,”
said Interim President of New York
City Transit Sarah Feinberg. “This
pilot is a tangible example of that
approach coming to fruition. And
this this is just the beginning. We
continue to explore new options
every day as we undertake the

largest cleaning and disinfecting
regimen in MTA history during
the overnight closure of subway.”
UVC light is an efficient, proven,
and effective technology for eliminating viruses, including SARSCoV-2 that causes COVID-19, from
surfaces in MTA’s system. UVC
is demonstrated to kill viruses in
many other applications, including
hospital operating rooms, urgent
care clinics, universities, and fire
stations. The first phase of the pilot
will focus on the feasibility of using
UVC to eradicate COVID-19 in
rolling stock, including car classes
R188, R62, R46, R68, and R160,
stations and yards at Corona, Coney Island, Jamaica and Pelham.
Occupational facilities, including
maintenance areas, crew rooms,
operations and technology centers,
and offices, will also be included
in the pilot.
In March, MTA began its
(Continued on page 9.

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2020

THE QUEENS TIMES

Schumer, Gillibrand Announce Senate Passage of Bipartisan
Bill to Help Families of First Responders Lost to Covid-19
U.S. Senators Chuck Schumer
and Kirsten Gillibrand announced
the unanimous Senate passage of
a bipartisan bill to ensure families
of public safety officers lost to
COVID-19 can quickly access
survivor benefits. The Safeguarding America’s First Responders
Act (SAFR) clarifies certification
requirements for survivor benefits
under the Public Safety Officers
Benefits Program to account for
the unique challenges presented
by the current coronavirus pandemic.
“Our brave first responders
have once again answered the call
of duty during this pandemic, risking their lives every day and some
even making the ultimate sacrifice
in service to our communities,”
Senator Schumer said. “The least
we can do to repay those who
gave their lives to protect us is
to provide the families of those
heroes a federal death or total
disability benefit, in the same way
we would for non-COVID-related
line of duty deaths or disabilities.
I’m proud to have supported the
Safeguarding America’s First Responders Act as the Senate passed

this critical piece of legislation to
support families of public safety
officers lost to COVID-19.”
“Our public safety officers risk
their health and their lives to keep
us safe,” said Senator Gillibrand.
“They are serving on the front
lines, they are getting sick, and
some unfortunately are dying. Our
first responders have stepped up
for our country, now we must step
up for them. The Safeguarding
America’s First Responders Act
establishes a clear framework for
benefits claims and will ensure
that their families receive the
resources they need. I am proud
this bill passed the Senate, and
now I will work my colleagues to
ensure it passes the House and is
signed into law.”
SAFR clarifies the certification
requirements for survivor benefits
under the Public Safety Officers
Benefits Program to account for
the unique challenges presented
by the pandemic. The Public
Safety Officers Benefits Program,
administered by the Justice Department, provides death benefits
to survivors of police officers and
first responders who perish in the

line of duty or as the result of a
work-related event. The program
requires evidence linking deaths
caused by an infectious disease
to work-related activity. In many
cases, the origin of an infection
can be easily identified, but determining where and when someone
contracts COVID-19 in the midst
of a global pandemic presents a
unique challenge.
SAFR works to overcome current challenges by establishing
a temporary presumption that
COVID-19 infections will be
considered to be contracted while
on duty if diagnosed within 45
days of an officer’s last shift. The
legislation ensures that families
of officers and first responders
lost while fighting the pandemic
don’t face unnecessary barriers
to benefits they’ve already been
promised. The NYPD alone has
lost more than 30 officers to this
pandemic. The families of those
individuals will now be eligible
for public safety officer benefits
under this bill, as well as any other
first responders who may pass
this year or next year because of
the virus.

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz Announces
Human Trafficking Bureau
District Attorney Melinda Katz
has announced the creation of a
Human Trafficking Bureau that is
exclusively dedicated to combating human trafficking in Queens
County. This newly formed Bureau
will combat sex and labor trafficking by aggressively prosecuting
traffickers and buyers of sex and
will also connect survivors of trafficking with meaningful services
to empower them to escape their
traffickers, and provide community outreach, education and information aimed toward preventing
and identifying trafficking in our
communities.
District Attorney Katz said, “
The sex trafficking industry is a
brutal, degrading and illegal enterprise that far too often profits
by forcing women, children and
members of our transgender community into prostitution. But there
are other forms of trafficking, such
as forcing individuals to work
with little or no pay. This new and
dedicated Bureau within my Office, will combat those who would
victimize others with aggressive
investigations to end this industry.
But, I want to be clear that we are
also here to help the victims find
a path to freedom with services
and programs that will give them
positive change in their lives and
a future without fear.”
The 2019 Trafficking in Persons Report, issued by the U.S.
Department of State, reveals that
a staggering 24.9 million people
are robbed of their freedom and
basic human dignity by sex and
labor traffickers. Here in the
United States, traffickers often use
violence, threats, deception, debt
bondage and other manipulative
tactics to force people to engage
in commercial sex or to provide
labor or services against their will.
Queens County is leading in
New York City with its rich cultural and ethnic diversity. We are
home to 2 international airports

and home to a large percentage of
foreign born and undocumented
persons. Therefore, Queens is a
prime geographical location for
traffickers to target and exploit
those most at risk. Trafficking
is not only a local issue, but one
involving our world community.
Traffickers often target already
vulnerable and marginalized members of our society, such as our
homeless youth, undocumented
immigrants, those with substance
abuse or mental health issues, as
well as those who face discrimination or gender inequality, and have
little economic or social support
systems. With respect to foreign
born and undocumented persons,
traffickers routinely use threats
and fear of imprisonment and
deportation to maintain control
over their victims to continue their
exploitation.
In responding to this epidemic
and advancing her anti-trafficking
policies the District Attorney
said this newly formed Human
Trafficking Bureau will have a
dedicated staff of assistant district
attorneys, social workers, detectives and analysts. The Bureau
will connect those who are being victimized or commercially
exploited within Queens County
to meaningful services, support
and tools to enable them to safely
exit the sex trade industry or their
traffickers.
At the same time, District Attorney Katz said, she is focused on
holding traffickers and buyers of
sex accountable for their role in the
facilitation of human trafficking.
Recent prosecutions demonstrate
this. In January 2020, 23-year-old
Tyquan Henderson was convicted
of sex trafficking a 16-year-old
victim. This defendant is awaiting
sentencing at which time he faces
up to 9 years in prison.
In February 2020, said DA
Katz, defendant David Viltus, 31,
pleaded guilty to attempted murder

for the heinous attack against his
transgender girlfriend. The defendant repeatedly stabbed her in the
head and face after she refused to
continue to engage in prostitution.
Viltus is expected to be sentenced
to 10 years in prison later this
month. In another case, defendant
Julius Heusner, 27, was sentenced
on a felony charge of aggravated
patronizing a minor for prostitution, related to paying a 16-year-old
child to perform sex acts on him in
a parked car. The defendant is required to register as a sex offender
and complete a program designed
to educated and deter buyers of sex
from continuing to exploit young
women sexually.
These convictions, said DA Katz,
demonstrate our commitment to
aggressively investigating and
prosecuting perpetrators of these
degrading crimes that deprive
many vulnerable members of our
community of their liberty and
free will. Human trafficking is a
horrific form of modern-day slavery.
In creating the Human Trafficking Bureau, District Attorney
Katz announced that she has appointed career prosecutor Jessica
L. Melton as the chief. Since 2007,
when New York State s first Sex
and Labor Trafficking laws took
effect 13 years ago, ADA Melton
has focused her career solely on the
prosecution of human trafficking
and related crimes. She obtained
the first conviction for sex trafficking in New York State and the
first labor trafficking conviction in
Queens County. In 2013, she was
awarded the prestigious Thomas
E. Dewey medal by the New York
City Bar Association for her work
in combating human trafficking.
The Human Trafficking Bureau
will operate within the District
Attorney’s Office’s Investigations
Division under the overall supervision of Executive District Attorney
Gerard A. Brave.
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Meng Calls For Improvements to Key
Loan Programs Designed to Help
Small Businesses Impacted by Covid-19
Congresswoman sends letter
to Treasury Secretary and SBA
Head urging them to make the
initiatives more effective in assisting businesses
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens)
announced that she sent a letter to
U.S. Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin and Small Business Administrator Jovita Carranza urging
them to support and implement
improvements to the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) and Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL)
program, two critical initiatives
intended to aid small businesses
during the COVID-19 crisis.
Meng’s correspondence calls
for fair treatment of PPP applications, ensuring the participation of
women- and minority-owned businesses in both programs, providing improved data on businesses
receiving assistance, waiving the
EIDL program’s six month waiting period for denied applicants
to reapply, and extending the eight
week period for PPP loans.
“Small businesses play a critical
role in our City’s neighborhoods
and communities, providing jobs
and critical services to New Yorkers,” said Meng. “Relief programs
to assist these businesses must
be more effective as we continue
our fight against the coronavirus.
Treasury Secretary Mnuchin and
SBA Administrator Carranza must
do more to improve the Paycheck
Protection and Economic Injury

Disaster Loan programs so that
they work better for small business
owners. We must do everything
possible to help small businesses
survive this global health crisis,
and that includes making sure these
two initiatives are truly helping
entrepreneurs.”
The Coronavirus Relief, Aid,
and Economic Security Act, H.R.
748 created PPP which provides
forgivable loans to small businesses provided that 75 percent of the
loan is used to keep employees on
payroll. The remaining 25 percent
could be used for rent, utilities, or
mortgage interest.
The EIDL program provides
low-interest loans to small businesses after a presidential disaster
declaration is made. Those loans
are designed to provide small
businesses with operating funds
until those businesses recover. In
March, Meng introduced legislation with Reps. Velázquez and Chu
that expanded the EIDL program
to help small businesses suffering
economic harm due to COVID-19,
which became law as part of the
first coronavirus relief package.
SBA manages both programs
while the U.S. Department of the
Treasury provides support regarding implementation. Because of the
enormous economic harm caused
by COVID-19, both programs
struggled to keep up with demand,
and controversy arose over claims
of large banks prioritizing larger
clientele over small businesses.

Another Politician to The Rescue
by Merle Exit
On Friday, May 15, Councilman Eric Ulrich contributed to the
people’s need for food. Funded by
the New York City Department
of Sanitation ( DSNY), Ulrich
partnered with GROWNYC, Community Board 9, and Community
Board 10 to bring free meals to
members of the community who
were in need.
Lines formed around the block
at the Ozone Park office located at
93-06 101 Avenue as each person
received a box with enough fresh
food for five meals. Each box
contained a variety of fruits, vegetables, and dry good as supplies
allowed. There were 150 boxes
distributed.
In addition, Frank Russo, of
Russo’s on the Bay, contributed
50 cooked meals that included:
Chicken Francese, string beans,
rosemary roasted potatoes and a
cookie. There was an assortment
of meals, all of which was a generous portion. In fact, he changed his

catering menu to give a choice of a
lesser price to feed 2-4 people. Entrée prices start at $17.50 and you
can even order their 32oz. sauces
priced at 6-8 dollars.
GROWNYC has made its
presence at the Greenmarkets and
farmstands, which due to the current situation is not open. They are
working with community partners
to deliver free Fresh Food Boxes
to low income New Yorkers who
are undocumented, unemployed,
or struggling in high need neighborhoods.
Lobbyists from GROWNYC got
in touch with Ulrich’s office to
help set up the event which will
continue on Friday’s as long as it
can be funded by DSNY.
“I am proud to partner with
GrowNYC, Community Board 9
and Community Board 10 to help
bring quality meals to those in need
during this difficult time”, said
Ulrich. “I’d like to thank DSNY for
funding this program, which has
helped our office feed hundreds of
families in the community.”
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QEDC to Offer Interactive Online Workshops to Help
Business Owners ‘ReBoot & ReStart’
As New York State’s Shelter-InPlace guidelines wind down and
the economy reopens, the Queens
Economic Development Corporation is offering free, interactive
webinars to assist owners looking to breathe new life into their
businesses.
ReBoot & ReStart: Navigating
Entrepreneurship Post-COVID-19
consists of PowerPoint presentations by experts in finance, marketing, and operations, followed
by Q&A sessions with audience
participation. (Viewers receive
follow-up documents in some
cases.) The experts include an
architect, banker, and doctor, as
well as several entrepreneurs,
marketers, and lawyers.
QEDC will promote the videos
via Instagram (@ItsInQueens and
@queens_edc) and Twitter (@
ItsInQueens, @QueensEDC).
The chronological schedule follows. More episodes are currently
in development, and details will be
announced as they unfold.
Workplace Health & Safety
During COVID-19, May 26, 2 pm.
Webinar: Know the facts to protect
yourself and your staff. This webinar will help you assess the risks,
make a plan, and communicate
better with employees now and in
upcoming months.
Speaker: Joshua Bloom, MD,
PhD, is an emergency physician
at Mount Sinai West and Mount
Sinai Morningside hospitals. A
graduate of Hofstra University
and Northwell Health’s Feinstein
Institutes for Medical Research,
Dr. Bloom has also taught various
college-level classes and published
many scientific papers.
Finding Hidden Markets:
Growing Your Business amid
Uncertainty, May 27, 10 am.
Webinar: Even during challenging times, there are opportunities
to stand out and grow a business.
This webinar will review easy-touse tools and strategies to leverage
hidden markets in these turbulent
times of economic disruption.
Speaker: Malla Haridat is an
award-winning author and founder
of New Designs for Life Training
who contributes to Black Enterprise, HuffingtonPost, and other
media. Her strategies have been
used at entities such as Black
Enterprise Magazine, Columbia
University, Con Edison, and NYU.
She has a degree from Columbia
University.
Credit: An Essential Building
Block for Your Business, May 27,
2 pm.
Webinar: Good credit opens
doors for a business, while a bad
one haunts forever. In this era
it is crucial to understand how
credit works to grow and manage
a business.
Speaker: QEDC Consultant
Charles Antonucci is a retired
banker and entrepreneur. He has
more than 40 years experience in
the finance industry.
Smart Money Moves for Small
Business Owners During Uncertain Times, May 29, 2 pm.
Workshop: Small business owners will learn simple-yet-effective
strategies for managing personal
finances and keeping businesses
afloat during uncertain times and
how to maintain those practices
once COVID-19 dissipates.

Speaker: Kara Stevens is the
founder of the award-winning
website The Frugal Feminista,
author of three financial self-care
books, and creator of the 60 Days
to Slay Sallie Mae course. She is
also a Money+Career columnist
for Essence magazine.
Suggestions for Changing Our
Viewpoint Inside a Disaster (COVID!): Legal and HR Advice as
You Reopen Your Small Business,
June 1, 10 am.
Webinar: Use the time before
your reopen to plan ahead. Human
resource needs, contracts, labor
laws, and record keeping need to
be re-considered in the post-COVID-19 reality. This might include
updating company policies, evaluating relationships with vendors,
and consulting OSHA and CDC
guidelines for re-opening.
Speaker: Thomas Farrell graduated from St. John’s University
Law School in 1995. Early in his
career, he practiced Corporate and
Securities law, including serving
as General Counsel to two publicly traded companies.
How to Keep Customers—And
Add New Ones—During the
Quarantine, June 1, 2 pm.
Webinar: Learn how to engage
customers (and find new ones) in
downtimes. This webinar will address the new reality of customers,
how to use current skills in new
and different ways to be more
relevant, and how to use marketing
to build loyalty.
Speaker: QEDC Consultant
Adrienne Wax has extensive
experience as a marketing professional for major corporations. She
also successfully marketed her
own small business, a company
dedicated to helping professional
women learn to play and use golf
to advance their careers.
Collaborative Negotiation:
Working Successfully with Landlords, Suppliers, and Customers,
June 3, 10 am.
Webinar: Negotiation skills
will be very important postCOVID-19. Rather than being
compliant or competitive, working
in collaboration to solve problems
provides the best results to maintain relationships and create value.
Learn the skills necessary to move
ahead successfully.
Speaker: Eirik Davey-Gislason
is a negotiation instructor, speaker,
coach, and real estate professional
in NYC. He is the instructor for
the Certified Negotiation Expert
courses at the Real Estate Board of
New York and teaches across the
Northeast United States.
Reimagine Your Business
Finances Using the Profit First
Method, June 3, 2 pm.
Webinar: Based on the bestselling book “Profit First,” this
webinar will goes through a series of steps designed to help you
achieve larger gains in a shorter
time frame.
Speaker: Malla Haridat is
an award-winning author and
founder of New Designs for Life
Training who contributes to Black
Enterprise, HuffingtonPost, and
other media. Her strategies have
been used at entities such as
Black Enterprise Magazine, Columbia University, Con Edison,
and NYU. She has a degree from
Columbia University.

Workplace Hygiene Post COVID-19: Tips from a Professional,
June 5, 2 pm.
Webinar: As you reopen a
small office you need to ensure it
is safe for employees and clients
by fully understanding what needs
to be cleaned and sanitized on an
ongoing basis.
Speaker: Lyla Mansoor has
eight years of experience managing and running daily operations
of dental offices in NYC. (Dentistry by its very nature falls into
one of the highest exposure risk
groups.) She will provide a breakdown of workplace hygiene and its
importance.
How Social Media Can Help
Reset Your Business, June 8, 2 pm.
Webinar: Learn to identify the
right social platforms to reach target audiences and use Instagram
and Facebook to increase business
impact.
Speaker: Catherine Ventura
is a Social Media Branding and
Content Strategist with more than
20 years of experience in visual,
written, and filmed communication. She specializes in helping
small businesses, organizations,
nonprofits, and individuals focus
their social media marketing efforts on reaching the right target
audience with branding and messaging.
Hospitality Industry: Returning to Work One Step at a Time,
June 9, 2 pm.
Webinar: Prior to reopening
a restaurant or hotel, a host of
human resource and workplace
legal issues need to be considered. This webinar will review
the status of employees post
shutdown; startup/onboarding
issues; wage and hourly liability;
avoiding discrimination lawsuits;
accommodating disabilities; and
minimizing legal risks.
Two speakers: Carolyn Richmond co-chairs the Hospitality
Practice Group for Fox Rothschild
LLP. Alex Bogdan is a labor and
employment attorney with Fox
Rothschild LLP.
Reopening a Small Office Post
COVID-19, June 10, 10 am.
Webinar: Learn how to formulate strategies as small businesses
reopen after COVID-19. It will be
essential for business owners to
understand how to retrofit their
offices, so they ensure the safety
and well-being of employees,
customers, and suppliers.
Speaker: Ámbar Margarida is
a principal at Spacesmith, a New
York-based architecture, planning, and interior design firm. She
is an expert in the design of spaces
which contribute to employee
safety, well-being, satisfaction,
and proper ergonomics.
Reopening a Retail Store Post
COVID-19, June 10, 2 pm.
Webinar: Retailers will need
to formulate strategies as they
reopen after COVID-19. It will
be essential for retailers to understand how to retrofit their offices
to ensure the safety and well-being
of employees, customers, and
suppliers.
Speaker: Ámbar Margarida is
a principal at Spacesmith, a New
York-based architecture, planning, and interior design firm. She
(Continued on page 9)
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Queens Theatre Launches Digital
Drop-In Program For Seniors to
Sing, Perform, And Connect
As part of its new online programming model, Queens Theatre
has developed a digital drop-in
program for senior citizens to sing
songs, perform comedy routines
and check in with each other.
Queens Theatre At Home offers
FREE multiple sessions per week
of its The Sing Along Senior Wellness Program. Participants can
join via Zoom (for audio and video
connections), or simply opt to be
part of the conservation by phone.
The program was developed
by Queens Theatre’s Director of
Education Richard Hinojosa in
conjunction with seven Queens
Senior Citizens earlier this spring
as a way for seniors to take a spin
as storytellers, but that changed
quickly.
“We found that the seniors
wanted to talk about how they
were feeling during these difficult
times, and they wanted some entertainment,” Hinojosa said. “So,
we begin inviting performing artist friends to sing old songs from
Broadway and do some old-time
radio comedy.”
Teaching Artists Ashley Marinaccio, Jonathan Fadner, Brian
Feinstein and Matt Zambrano,
who lead the various sessions,
invite their friends and former
castmates from across all New
York City performing art disciplines to lead the online groups in
song and help act out old Abbott
and Costello bits, like “Who’s On
First?”
“It’s the highlight of my week!”
Sandy Bordi, who participates
through the Clearview Senior
Center, said.
Other highlights include poetry
readings and even the chance just
to talk to an old friend about how
they are dealing with isolation and
what they have been doing with
social distancing at home.

Sessions have a partnering
Senior Center, but everyone is
welcome to join in regardless of
where they are located or whether
they have attended programs at
any Center.
“We’ve had seniors join us from
all around the country,” Hinojosa
said. “This is a time to enjoy the
company of others in a fun and
meaningful way even though we
can’t be in the same room. We
hope you can join us!”
May’s schedule of Zoom calls:
· Tuesday, May 26 at 2pm, and
· Wednesday, May 27 at noon
Seniors interested in taking
part can register via the Queens
Theatre’s website (www.queenstheatre.org). They will receive
an email about one hour prior
to each session they sign up for
with instructions on how to logon
to Zoom. For more information
contact Queens Theatre’s Director
of Education Richard Hinojosa
at Rhinojosa@queenstheatre.org
About the Queens Theatre - The
Queens Theatre is located at 14
United Nations Avenue South in
Flushing Meadows Corona Park,
directly under the iconic towers of
the New York State Pavilion. We
are easily accessible by car, bus
and subway. Queens Theatre is
the premier performing arts venue
in Queens. Queens Theatre’s
mission is to provide quality and
diverse performing arts activities that are accessible to the 2.2
million residents of Queens, the
most ethnically diverse county in
the nation, and the surrounding
metropolitan region. To foster
greater cultural awareness and
appreciation, the Theatre presents and produces programs that
reflect this diversity and features
international, national and local artists. Learn more at www.
queenstheatre.org.

In DC, Suozzi Fights for New York;
Latest COVID Package includes his
Biggest Priorities; Slams McConnell

Congressman Tom Suozzi
(D - Long Island, Queens) traveled down to Washington, DC to
ensure House passage of the Heroes Act, the COVID-19 stimulus
package which includes Suozzi’s
biggest priorities:
• A special fund based on ‘rate
of infection’ for the hardest-hit
states;
•
The elimination of the cap
on State and Local Tax (SALT)
deductions;
•
Billions of dollars for local
municipalities, in New York, both
with populations over 50,000
people and under 50,000
Ahead of the vote, Suozzi
spoke on the House floor in sup-

port of this critical legislation, and
slammed Senate Leader Mitch
McConnell for his comments that
the Heroes Act is simply a “blue
state bailout”.
A transcript for Suozzi’s speech
(as prepared for delivery) can be
found below.
Mr. Speaker, I represent three
of the six hardest-hit counties in
America.
New York is the epicenter of
this pandemic.
As a former Mayor and County
Executive, my biggest priorities
have been to deliver funds to
New York based upon the rate
of infection and to eliminate the
SALT cap.
Both are included in the Heroes Act.
Republican and Democratic
Governors, Mayors, and local officials all support this bill.
Mr. Speaker, it is the height of
hypocrisy for Senator McConnell
to call this a blue state bail out
when my state sends billions more
to the federal government than
it receives every year, all to the
benefit of Senator McConnell’s
home state of Kentucky.
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 5/21/20 - 5/27/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You should try working at home
if you can. Don’t let your personal dilemmas interfere with
your goals. Now is a good time
to ask for favors. Your lucky
numbers are 8,4,9.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You need to be active and spend
time with friends you enjoy.
Your dynamic, determined approach will win favors as well
as a helping hand. Your lucky
numbers are 7,5,1.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
You may find yourself in the
midst of a pretty good deal.
Organize your day well if you
wish to accomplish all you set
out to do. Your lucky numbers
are 5,8,9.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Tr y starting your own small
business on the side. Keep your
mind on your work and stay
away from situations that could
ruin your reputation. Your lucky
numbers are 3,9,7.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Do not get involved in financial
ventures. Your full attention to
work will enhance your position. Don’t be afraid to pursue
unfamiliar grounds. Your lucky
numbers are 7,3,2.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Don’t count your chickens before they hatch. Don’t put your
reput at ion on t he li ne. You
should channel your efforts more
production. Your lucky numbers
are 1,9,5.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Be prepared to overcome frustrations and obstacles at work.
Curb the impulse to make lavish
purchases. Family get-togethers
will be interesting. Your lucky
numbers are 5,4,3.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Be careful when dealing with
female members of your
family. Don’t get intimately
involved with a coworker. Check
your investments. Your lucky
numbers are 5,8,9.

LEO
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
Concentrate on getting yourself
back into shape. Stress coupled
with diet will add to stomach
problems. Enjoy a quiet dinner
with friends. Your lucky numbers are 9,1,7.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Underhandedness regarding legal matters or contracts must be
counteracted. Difficulties with
your mate may lead to
estrangement. Your lucky numbers
are 7,9,4.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Money problems will get worse
if you keep spending without
thinking. Catch up on overdue
mail. Your ideas will be well
received. Your lucky numbers
are 4,8,7.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Arrange to spend more quality time with mate. Older family members may try to make
demands that are impossible
for you to handle. Your lucky
numbers are 2,9,8.

Funny
Stuff

The longer this goes on, the harder
it will be to return to a society
where pants and bras are required!
Happy hour is starting earlier and
earlier. If this keeps up, I’ll be
pouring wine in my cereal!
Today’s Weather? Room temperature
30 Days Hath September, April,
June and November. All the rest
have 31 ... except March which
had 8000
Smoking pot and skipping school
had me in trouble constantly.
Now weeds legal and schools
closed ... damn kids are livin’ the
dream!

If you get an email with the subject
“Knock Knock”, don’t open it.
It’s a Jehovah Witness working
from home
After a few days of not going out,
I saw someone I knew walking
by on the sidewalk outside.I immediately ran to the window and
started yelling to them. Now I
understand dogs.
To Read the paper online
visit www.queenstimes.com

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles
“Try & Find”

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Pe r c h
Platform
R iser
Ropes

Safet y
Somersault
Swing
Tr i c k

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

This is stupid. I just tried to make
my own hand sanitizer and it came
out as a rum & coke!

CAT C H M E PL E A S E

Crane
F lyer s
Grav it y
Net

SUDOKU

Ontario has banned groups larger
than 5. If you’re a family of 6,
you’re all about to find out who’s
the least favorite!

TRY AND FIND

Acrobat ic
Bar
Board
Circus
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ACROSS
1. A single-masted ship
6. Data stream manipulator
11. Risk
12. Embodiment
15. Achievable
16. Peed
17. Ancient unit of measure
18. Gaping sleepily
20. A late time of life
21. Hodgepodge
23. Alleviate
24. Paris airport
25. Extend credit
26. Half of ten
27. Invigoration
28. Jittery
29. Genus of macaws
30. Moisten
31. A loose affiliation
34. A friction match
36. A parcel of land
37. Rodents
41. Afresh
42. 11th Hebrew letter
43. Send forth
44. Alright
45. Claim
46. Early 20th-century art movement
47. Church bench
48. Misinform
51. ___-zag
52. Cross
54. Cleanse from impurities
56. Hypodermic
57. A loud resonant noise
58. Duck down
59. Croons

Play Crossword/Sudoku online..
Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

DOWN
1. Rotted
2. Tilting
3. Sphere
4. Greasy
5. Entreaty
6. Cherry
7. Express a thought
8. Little dent
9. Estimated time of arrival
10. Clique
13. Easygoing
14. Countercurrent
15. Wild Asian dog
16. Out of stock
19. Strange
22. Amazing adventure
24. Commanded
26. A temple (archaic)
27. Wager
30. Shower alternative
32. A type of evergreen tree
33. Thicket
34. Deceit
35. Oblivious
38. Uncanny
39. News
40. Platform
42. Visage
44. Chooses
45. Sad song
48. Fix
49. Circle fragments
50. Sandwich shop
53. 7 in Roman numerals
55. Air movement device
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On Memorial Day, we remember the men and
women of our armed services and honor those who
made the ultimate sacrifice for our nation.

CONGRESSWOMAN
GRACE MENG
Paid for & authorized by Grace For New York

Dust Off Your Dancing Shoes, Put On Your Tux (Or Pjs!),
Set The Table & And Get Ready to Enjoy Flushing
Town Hall’s Step up Soirée – A Virtual Gala
The doors may be closed (for
now!) but the world is still open
at Flushing Town Hall. This June,
the cultural gem will host the Step
Up Soirée – A Virtual Gala, to
raise funds while engaging and
entertaining audiences – all from
the comfort of their homes.
“Each year, Flushing Town Hall
hosts its annual gala to raise funds
to support our mission of bringing
people together through global
arts,” said Executive & Artistic
Director Ellen Kodadek. “While
the world has changed, our mission has not. This year is unlike
any other, and so this year’s gala
will be unlike any other we have
held before – and free to watch.
Though we must celebrate apart
from each other, we still will
come together virtually for a fun
evening of song, of dance, and of
community.”
As arts presenters citywide have
temporarily closed their doors due
to COVID-19, Flushing Town Hall
has gone virtual, unveiling a series of innovative ways to engage
audiences online through its free
series, FTH at Home! and now
through the gala.
This year’s re-envisioned event,
the Step Up Soirée – A Virtual

Gala, will be streamed on Saturday, June 13 at 7:00 pm, and will
be open to the public on various
online platforms. Attendees are
invited to partake in this special
event from home, dressed in a favorite gown, tux, or even pajamas
(all festive attire is encouraged!).
Leading up to the Step Up Soirée, online audiences can enjoy a
multi-day “Galathon” consisting
of dance, cooking, and cocktail
lessons:
• DANCING | Wednesday, June
10 at 7:00 pm
Join Flushing Town Hall for a
dance lesson. Move that coffee
table and dust off your dancing
shoes!
• NIBBLES | Thursday, June 11

at 7:00 pm
Join Flushing Town Hall for
a cooking lesson. Create hors
d’oeuvres from what you have in
your pantry!
• COCKTAILS | Friday, June 12
at 7:00 pm
Join Flushing Town Hall for a
cocktail mixology lesson. Prepare
to toast Saturday’s Step Up Soirée!
• STEP UP SOIRÉE | Saturday,
June 13 at 7:00 pm
Flushing Town Hall’s virtual gala,
the Step Up Soirée!
“We hope to bring our audiences – new and old friends
– some enjoyment during these
uncertain times,” Kodadek said.
(Continued from page 10)
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Limited Edition “St. John’s Tough”
T-Shirts Now Available to Benefit
Local Non-Profits
In an effort to help unite the
local community and support New
Yorkers in need, the St. John’s Athletic Department released a limited
edition t-shirt on Thursday whose
proceeds will benefit organizations
that have remained steadfast in their
support of those in need during the
pandemic.
Inspired by New York Governor Andrew Cuomo’s uplifting
words “New York Tough,” the “St.
John’s Tough” t-shirt was created
for Red Storm supporters to rally
together as a University and to help
strengthen the bond within our city
and state.
The special edition t-shirts are
available to purchase online with
proceeds supporting St. John’s
Bread & Life and Blessed Virgin
Mary Help of Christians. Bread
& Life has been a vibrant part of
neighborhood communities in
Brooklyn and Queens since 1982. A
crucial provider of basic needs and
assistance, St. John’s Bread & Life
provides nearly 3,000 meals every
day through its soup kitchen, mo-

bile soup kitchen and food pantry.
Blessed Virgin Mary’s food pantry
also provides support to those in
need by regularly serving more than
400 families and over 1,000 people
in the local community in Queens.
“St. John’s Tough” t-shirts can
be purchased at BSNTeamSports.
com through May 26 by using the
access code STJOHNSTOU. The
red Nike Dri-FIT shirts are available in men’s, women’s and youth
sizes. Please note, the production
and shipping for all orders will
begin on May 27.
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Suozzi Holds Virtual Meeting with Queens Presidents’
Co-Op and Condo Council (PCCC) and Receives
A+ Rating from the Organization

This is the highest ever rating
bestowed by the PCCC to any
lawmaker
Recently, Congressman Tom
Suozzi (D - Long Island, Queens)
held a meeting with the Queens
Presidents’ Co-op and Condo
Council (PCCC), where members of the organization thanked
Suozzi for his work on behalf of
the co-op community and discussed pressing matters including
co-op eligibility for Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) loans. The

organization also unanimously
agreed to award Suozzi an A+ rating “for his work on behalf of the
co-op community and the 70,000
units of co-op housing represented
by our organization.”
“Co-ops and condos are an
essential part of our Queens community and I will always fight
for their residents. Throughout
the pandemic, I have urged the
federal government to make them
eligible for PPP loans so they can
remain financially solvent during
this difficult economic period,”
said Suozzi. “I am honored to
have received an A+ rating from
the PCCC and am committed to
continuing to fight for their cause
during Coronavirus and beyond.”
“This is the highest rating bestowed by our organization, whose
members represent over 40,000
units of Coop/Condo housing.
The grade is the result of your
continuous effort and attention to
issues of significant importance
to our members. Your office has
always been a partner with us
and responsive to the needs of the

Co-op and Condo Community,”
said the Executive Committee of
the Queens PCCC in a letter to
Suozzi.
During the current Coronavirus
Pandemic, Suozzi has led several
efforts to fight for co-ops and
condos throughout Queens. On
April 13th, he led a letter to the US
Department of Treasury and the
Small Business Administration
(SBA) asking them to issue guidance making co-ops and condos
eligible for PPP loans. On April
28, he led eight other NYC delegation members in a letter to Treasury and SBA, once again asking
them to issue guidance making
co-ops and condos eligible for PPP
loans. It is due to these efforts that
Suozzi received the highest rating
ever from the PCCC.
The PCCC executive committee members are: Bob Friedrich,
Co-President; Warren Schreiber,
Co-President; Michael Kurtz,
Treasurer Mark Ulrich, Vice
President; Janice Schreibersdorf,
Secretary; Geoffrey Mazel, Member at Large, General Counsel.

Meng Cosponsors Legislation To Help Nursing Home
Residents Virtually Connect With Loved Ones And
Health Care Providers During Covid-19

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) announced that she cosponsored legislation which seeks
to help those in nursing homes
electronically connect with family
members and doctors during the
coronavirus crisis.
The bipartisan “Advancing
Connectivity during the Coronavirus to Ensure Support for
Seniors (ACCESS) Act” would
protect these vulnerable populations from risking exposure to
COVID-19 by increasing their

access to remote health care, and
their ability to connect with loved
ones and caregivers online.
“We have all seen how nursing homes have been hard hit by
the COVID-19 pandemic, and the
tragic deaths that have occurred at
these facilities particularly here in
New York,” said Meng. “We must
protect the health and safety of our
elderly population but physical
distancing should not force them
to be cut off from loved ones,
and risk social isolation. This
legislation would help ensure this
does not happen, and that nursing
homes residents can remain in
touch with their family members
and health care providers.”
Specifically, the ACCESS Act
would:
•
Authorize an emergency
supplemental appropriation of
$50 million for the Department
of Health and Human Services’
(HHS) Telehealth Resource Center to assist nursing facilities receiving funding through Medicare
or Medicaid in expanding their use

of telehealth services;
• Require the Secretary of HHS
to share recommendations on additional ways to improve access
to telehealth services in nursing
facilities and temporarily designated nursing facilities during the
pandemic; and
• Establish a grant program authorizing HHS to award nursing
facilities grants to enable residents
to participate in “virtual visits”
with loved ones while the health
risk of in-person visits remains
high during the pandemic.
Organizations endorsing the
legislation, which was introduced
by Reps. Jan Schakowsky (D-IL)
and Peter King (R-NY), include
AARP, the Center for Medicare
Advocacy, Justice in Aging, the
Long Term Care Community
Coalition, and the National Consumer Voice for Quality LongTerm Care.
A Senate version of the bill
has been introduced by Senators
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) and Bob
Casey (D-PA).

On this Memorial Day, let us take the time to remember
and pray for all those who gave their lives fighting for
our freedoms and our country.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator
District 15
District Offices:
159-53 102nd Street		
Howard Beach, NY 11414		
(718) 738-1111			
(718) 322-5760 – FAX		

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, N.Y. 11379
(718) 497-1630
(718) 497-1761-FAX
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Crowley Receives A+ from Presidents
Coop & Condo Council

Sites her strong partnership and
responsiveness to the community
Elizabeth Crowley, candidate
for Queens Borough President,
received the highest rating, A+,
from the Presidents Co-Op and
Condo Council. “The members
of the Executive Committee of the
Presidents Coop & Condo Council
are pleased to report a grade of
A+ to Elizabeth Crowley. This
is the highest rating bestowed by
our organization, whose members
represent over 40,000 units of
Coop/Condo housing. The grade
is the result of your continuous
effort and attention to issues of
significant importance to our
members. You have always been a

partner with us and responsive to
the needs of the Co-op and Condo
Community,” read the statement
from Bob Friedrich Co-President,
Warren Schreiber Co-President,
Michael Kurtz Treasurer, Mark
Ulrich Vice President, Janice
Schreibersdorf Secretary , and
Geoffrey Mazel Member at Large/
General Counsel.
“I am grateful for the A+ rating
from the Coop and Condo Council. I have always been a strong
advocate for the needs of coops
and condos, including my recent
push for the City to freeze property taxes because of the Covid-19
pandemic. Queens must remain
a place for the middle class to
raise families and own affordable
homes,” remarked Crowley.
Elizabeth Crowley represented
the 30th District in the NYC
Council. She is the founder of
Friends of the QNS, a nonprofit
advocacy organization, which
calls for the reactivation of the
Lower Montauk Branch of the
LIRR for local commuters. In
2017, Elizabeth co-founded the
21 in ’21 Initiative, a non-profit
dedicated to empowering women
with the tools and resources to run
for local office.

New Data Shows Corona Leads in
Covid-19 Cases While Far Rockaway
Leads in Death Rate

Death rate per 100,000 people
Corona is home to the most cases of the novel coronavirus in the borough and the city, according to new data released by the New York City
Health Department on Monday, May 18. With 4,234 cases, the western
Queens neighborhood has over 1,000 cases more than Elmhurst, which,
with 3,068 cases, ranks second in the borough.
Much of the data provides further evidence of the idea that lowincome neighborhoods, populated primarily by people of color, have
been the neighborhoods hit hardest by the pandemic.
Top ten Queens neighborhoods ranked by number of COVID-19 cases
Rank
ZIP
1
11368,
2
11373,
3
11372,
4
11691,
5
11377,
6
11385,
7
11434,
8
11432,
9
11435,
10
11369,

Neighborhood
Corona,
Elmhurst,
Jackson Heights,
Far Rockaway,
Woodside,
Ridgewood,
Rochdale,
Jamaica,
Briarwood,
East Elmhurst,

(Continued on page 8)

Cases
4,234
3,068
2,379
2,152
2,072
2,027
1,946
1,691
1,535
1,504
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IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
Queens continues as the
virtual “place to be” during the
COVID-19 crisis. Over the upcoming days, local cultural agencies
stream funny stories, great music,
a senior talent show, spicy cooking lessons, and yoga for chair
potatoes. This week is also the
last chance to watch some great
movies.
May 22, Freestyle Forever, 8
pm. Resorts World Casino NYC
streams a dance party featuring
the entertainment sensation Shannon aka The Queens of Freestyle.
The fun includes a Q&A session
with the artists and a chance to
win a trip to the Resorts World in
Bahamas.
May 22, Homage to Legendary Jazz Pianist, 7 pm. Flushing
Town Hall streams a concert starring acclaimed pianist/composer/
arranger Roberta Piket and fivetime Grammy-nominated vocalist
Karrin Allyson. With four other
top-notch musicians, they shine
a warm, loving light on the compositions of jazz pianist Marian
McPartland.
May 22, Queens Storytellers,
7:30 pm. Queens Theatre streams
funny, thought-provoking tales by
professional writers and performers with David Lawson, a regular
fixture at QED Astoria, as the
host. Viewers can spin their own
true five-minute yarns, too.
May 22, The Chef Mom IrieExperience, 6:30 pm. Chef Mom
and the Alley Pond Environmental
Center offer an online lesson in
Jamaican style grilling. Learn
recipes for tasty steak, Jamaican
jerk chicken, salmon with jerkorange glaze and vegetables while
jamming to Reggae tunes.
May 22, Chair Yoga, 4:30 pm.
The Alley Pond Environmental
Center’s Certified Lakshmi Voelker Chair Yoga Instructor Christina
Rossi leads this online class. The
registered nurse has been practicing yoga for almost 20 years.
May 23, Salsa Night Saturday,
8 pm. Resorts World Casino NYC
streams Tropical music with Salsa
singer Luis Damon and Deejay J.I.
“El Boricua de Nueva York” Star.
The fun includes a Q&A session
with the artists and a chance to
win a trip to the Resorts World in
Bahamas.
May 24, Cooking in Quarantine,
11 am. Alley Pond Environmental
Center’s Chef Biny cooks vegetarian Bangladeshi comfort food in
her home kitchen. Viewers get a
recipe list prior to the virtual class.
May 26, Senior Sing-A-Long,

Salsa singer, Luis Damon, at Resorts World Casino NYC
streams Tropical music

Shannon aka The Queens of Freestyle
May 27. Queens Theatre streams a
free program during which senior
citizens sing, tell jokes, and support each other. Expect Broadway
hits, old-time radio bits, and
poetry, along with conversations
about isolation. Sessions are May
19 and May 26 at 2 pm and May
20 and May 27 at noon.
Last Chance
Spaceship Earth, Until May
24. The Museum of the Moving
Image streams this film on eight
visionaries who spent two years
isolated in “Biosphere 2” in the
1990s. They came together not as
scientists, but as a theater troupe
looking to learn by doing.
Feast of the Epiphany, Until May
24. The Museum of the Moving
Image streams this “docu-fictional
diptych” about a young woman

who lovingly prepares a meal for
friends. The simple gesture turns
into a party and a rumination
on ways people form communities, collaborations, and support
groups.
Ongoing Fun
Queens County Farm Museum
streams #BarnCam daily at 4
pm. Available via Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter, #BarnCam
offers glimpses of the urban farm.
Past topics have included ButterChurning, Gardening, Goats,
Insects, and Trees.
The Queens Tourism Council
produces “It’s In Queens” with the
hope that readers will enjoy the
borough’s wonderful attractions.
Due to COVID, the weekly column has temporarily gone inside.
More info at itsinqueens.com.

Suozzi Helps Introduce Bipartisan Legislation to Bolster
US-Israel Cooperation on COVID-19 Medical Research
Reps. Tom Suozzi (D-NY),
Chris Pappas (D-NH), Lance
Gooden (R-TX),) and David Kustoff (R-TN) recently introduced
the bipartisan Expanding Medical Partnerships with Israel to
Lessen Dependence on China Act.
The legislation authorizes a new
partnership program to enhance
cooperation between the United
States and Israel with the aim of
developing innovative approaches
for treating and potentially curing
COVID-19. The bill comes after

Israeli researchers announced that
they had succeeded in identifying
a key coronavirus antibody. In
addition to this bipartisan bill, the
four Members of Congress are also
pushing for the inclusion of $12
million, which would be matched
by Israel, to fund the new research
partnership in any future legislation to address the impact of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
“The COVID-19 pandemic
necessitates the US to work with
our allies in an all hands-on deck,

global approach. I have always
been a staunch supporter of the
US-Israel alliance and by standing
together and combining our efforts, we can potentially accelerate
the timeline toward a treatment and
save lives. I am proud to co-lead
this legislation that reinforces USIsrael bilateral ties and counters
the Chinese government’s attempts
at global supply chain dominance,”
said Rep. Suozzi. “Additionally, as
(Continued on page 9)
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New Data Shows Corona Leads in
Covid-19 Cases While Far Rockaway
Leads in Death Rate (Continued from page 7)
Western Queens leads in the number of COVID-19 cases, the Rockaways and Flushing experienced some of the highest numbers of deaths
per 100,000 residents, according to the data.
In Far Rockaway, nearly 445 people per 1,000 have died of COVID-19,
the highest number in the borough and the second highest in the city.
The rate is similar in Flushing, where about 434 people per 100,000
have died of the disease. Arverne and Rockaway Park rank fourth and
sixth, respectively, in the death rate in the borough.
Top 10 Queens neighborhoods ranked by deaths per 100,000 residents
Rank
ZIP
Neighborhood
Deaths per 100,000 Cases
1
11691, Far Rockaway,
444.73,
2,152
2
11354, Flushing,
434.09,
1,110
3
11369, East Elmhurst,
411.38,
1,504
4
11692, Arverne,
382.70,
555
5
11372, Jackson Heights,
348.45,
2,379
6
11694, Rockaway Park,
343.88,
662
7
11432, Jamaica,
341.80,
1,691
8
11368, Corona,
330.66,
4,234
9
11373, Elmhurst,
287.48,
3,068
10
11004, Glenn Oaks,
282.54,
541
As data grows, the health disparity between income levels and races
becomes clearer.
While many neighborhoods in the Rockaways were hit hard by death
and disease, Breezy Point, which is overwhelmingly white, was largely
spared, according to the data. The neighborhood had the third fewest
deaths per 100,000 residents in the borough.
Similarly, while western Queens neighborhoods have been some of
the hardest-hit neighborhoods in the entire country, the western most
neighborhoods, including Long Island City and Astoria, have seen relatively few numbers of cases and far fewer deaths, according to the data.

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2020

THE QUEENS TIMES

QEDC to Offer Interactive Online Workshops to Help
Business Owners ‘ReBoot & ReStart’
(Continued from page 4)
is an expert in the design of spaces
which contribute to employee
safety, well-being, satisfaction,
and proper ergonomics.
Think Like a Designer: How
to Use Web Design to Tell Your
Brand Story, June 11, 10 am.
Webinar: This webinar is aimed
at those who are thinking about
giving their website an overhaul or
building a new one. The instructor
will address the key elements in
web design and provide actionable
tips on photos, color, copywriting,
and other topics.
Speaker: Jason Lanza is multi-

faceted designer with more than a
decade of cross-platform experience in motion, web, and graphics.
He works with large and small
clients, ranging from Netf lix,
Disney, and Nike to local startups
and nonprofits.
Reopening Your Restaurant/
Bar/Cafe: A Post COVID-19 Survival Guide for Independent Food
Service Operations, June 11, 2 pm.
Webinar: Targeted for small,
independent restaurant, bar, and
café owners in Queens, this webinar will detail safety, sanitation
and social distancing guidelines
for reopening along with strategies for small food service opera-

tors returning after stay-at-home
restrictions are lifted.
Speaker: Jay Coldren has more
than 25 years of experience in
restaurant design, development,
and operations. His experience
ranges from executive positions
with Dean & Deluca to leadership
roles at The Public Hotel in NYC
to co-owning and operating highend restaurants.
QEDC’s strives to create and
retain jobs through programming
that grows neighborhoods, assists
small businesses, and promotes
tourism and business development. For more information, surf
to www.queensny.org.

Suozzi Helps Introduce Bipartisan Legislation to Bolster
US-Israel Cooperation on COVID-19 Medical Research
(Continued from page 8)
a Member of the CongressionalExecutive Commission on China, I
believe the US must work to lessen
our dependence on the Chinese
Communist Party, which does not
share our values. Not only do they
cheat economically, but they continue to commit unconscionable
and horrific human rights abuses
against their own people.”
“Israeli researchers are conducting groundbreaking work on
COVID-19 and taking significant
strides towards the development
of an effective treatment and
vaccine,” said Rep. Pappas. “The

partnership between the United
States and Israel is strong, and
I believe we should be bringing
the brightest minds and the most
innovative companies in our two
countries together to tackle this
crisis. In this fight, as in so many
others, America is stronger when
we work with our allies to confront
our shared challenges.”
“This bipartisan legislation will
equip our allies with the resources
needed to fight the invisible enemy. I’m a firm believer that both
the United States and Israel are
stronger when working together,”
said Rep. Gooden. “In these uncertain times, we recognize the

importance of demonstrating a
united front against China.”
“The United States and Israel
are world leaders in the medical
technology industry. It’s long past
time we end our dependence on
China and enhance our partnership
with our great ally Israel to develop
innovative medical technologies
to treat and cure COVID-19. It’s
in the benefit of not only our two
countries, but also the rest of the
world. I look forward to getting
this bill passed and ensuring
American and Israeli companies
can work together to defeat this
current pandemic,” said Rep.
Kustoff

Meng Announces Special Telephone Hotline For Questions
About Coronavirus Relief Payments
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) has announced that the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
has established a special telephone
line for taxpayers who have questions about their coronavirus
relief payments. The number is
800-919-9835.
The phone line is designed to
help address many common questions that individuals have about
receiving their funds, which are
officially known as Economic
Impact Payments (EIP).
“Many in Queens and across
the nation have received their
relief payments but some have
not, and others continue to have
questions about obtaining these
funds,” said Meng.” I encourage
those who want to inquire about
their checks to make use of this
number, and I thank the IRS for
establishing an additional way to
provide assistance for constituents
during this difficult time.”

The IRS began sending out
relief payments in mid-April. The
payments are being made under
the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act,
the third COVID-19 relief package
passed by Congress and enacted
into law. The payments consist of
up to $1,200 per adult and $500
per child. The funds are intended
to help many taxpayers with the
financial burden that they are experiencing due to the coronavirus
pandemic.
Taxpayers can also continue to
track the status of their payments
at Get My Payment, the online
portal created by the IRS and U.S.
Treasury Department.
Those in Meng’s district who
are still unable to have their questions addressed through the phone
line or website, can reach out to
the Congresswoman’s office at
718-358-MENG.
Relief payments are not subject

to federal income tax and will not
change the refunds that taxpayers
normally receive.
Last Friday (May 15), Meng
voted to pass the Heroes Act (H.R.
6800) which among many other
things, would provide a second
round of relief checks at more
substantial amounts; consisting
of $1,200 per adult and $1,200
per child up to $6,000 per family.
Also included in the bill was a
provision Meng fought to secure
that would allow immigrants
who use Individual Taxpayer
Identification Numbers (ITIN)
to receive the relief payments.
The provision would also make
these funds retroactive. Under the
CARES Act, only those who file
their taxes with a Social Security
number are currently eligible for
the payments, leaving out immigrants who use an ITIN. The
Heroes Act must now be approved
by the Senate.
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Queens College to Offer More Than
650 Online Courses in
Four Summer Sessions
Registration This Year Already
Has Surpassed 2019 Summer
Enrollment
Among the New Courses is Introduction to American Sign
Language
Queens College made the
transition from classroom learning to all-online classes in response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Distance learning continues this summer for college
students earning degree credits,
as well as for adult learners pursuing their interests or working
toward professional credentials
from home.
“We have dedicated and talented faculty and staff who are
committed to helping students
succeed and stay on t rack.”
says Interim President William
A. Tramontano. “Students can
study from the safety and convenience of their homes. They can
find summer courses essential
to the timely completion of their
degrees.”
Introduction to American Sign
language (ASL) is one of several
new courses being offered during summer for the first time.
QC is one of the few colleges in
the metropolitan area to make
this course available.
“As one of America’s most
linguistically diverse colleges,
we wanted the Deaf community
to be represented,” says Professor Kate Menken, QC director
of Linguistics and TESOL Programs.
“ASL is its own language with
its own grammar, which is very
different from English,” adds
Michael Newman, professor of
Linguistics, who had the idea to
add the introductory course at
Queens College this spring. Students from many liberal arts and
sciences majors have enrolled
in the course, which applies
towards the college’s language
option. No prior experience with
ASL is needed.
T h e s u m m e r cl a s s i s
being taught by adjunct lecturer
Robert Flaucher, who notes that
some coursework will be live
during scheduled class meetings
taking place online, and this will
be combined with work that can
be accessed at any time without
“real time” interaction.
During the spring semester,
Flaucher used videos and ebooks to ensure that students
learned the basics of express-

ing themselves with ASL and
understanding others who use
that language. “Social media
and pop culture including TV,
videos, and even Broadway
theater have spurred greater interest in the Deaf community,”
he says. That may explain the
growing popularity of learning
American Sign Language—the
first Summer Session course
is already filled. The Summer
Session II course (LCD 1913)
is open for enrollment and will
be held remotely from June 29
through July 22.
Other timely topics are included among more than 650 Summer Session courses that Queens
College is offering. Three new
courses relate to health crises:
An Anthropology course
on Disease in the Past (ANTH
275) will immerse students in
intensive reading and writing
on the origins and evolution of
human disease. Two courses
from Urban Studies explicitly
concern COVID-19. Researching New York (URBST 732) will
introduce virtual and distance
research methodologies useful
for community-engaged fieldwork and research in a pandemic.
Contemporary Political Issues in
New York City (URBST 265 02) will address policy, political,
and economic issues that arose
with the pandemic’s impacts on
families, essential services, jobs,
and the urban safety net.
One innovative new course,
Collaborative Workshop in Theatre & Dance (Drama 381/Dance
381), challenges students to examine the collaborative process
and develop creative strategies
that lead to culminating performance projects.
Between June 1 and August
6, there will be four summer
sessions at Queens College.
Students may earn a total of 15
credits over all four sessions, if
they so choose; summer courses
also count toward the 30 credits
required of students receiving
Excelsior Scholarships. Summer Session students will have
vir t ual librar y privileges as
well as live technical support
from the college. Registration
for the summer program is open
at qc.cuny.edu/summer, and applications for visiting students
are available as well. Students
have until June 27 to enroll in
summer courses, but demand has
been high, making now the best
time to register.

MTA Launches First Ever Pilot With UVC Proven to Kill COVID-19
(Continued from page 2)
work with PURO to successfully
demonstrate the efficacy of UVC
technology in our subways and
buses. The proof-of-concept used
miniaturized UVC technology to
allow Transit personnel to move
the lamps easily and efficiently in
and out of rolling stock and fixed
locations.
As part of the proof-of-concept,
the MTA requested that Dr. David Brenner, Director, Center for
Radiological Research, Columbia

University gain access to their
containment laboratories at biosafety level three for the purpose of
testing the efficacy of miniaturized
UV lamps to kill COVID-19. This
week, Dr. Brenner has reported
the first-ever demonstrated test of
UVC that efficiently kills the virus
that causes COVID-19. The lab
will now conduct additional testing before submitting the test for
peer-reviewed publication.
“This crisis creates opportunities to bring in new technologies to solve once-in-a-generation

challenge. The MTA is showing
how it can rise to the occasion by
innovating quickly and safely,” said
MTA Chief Innovation Officer
Mark Dowd. “We identified PURO
and we have been working closely
them since mid-March to readapt
their technology to the unique
nature of MTA’s rolling stock and
infrastructure. We know UVC can
help disinfect surfaces in hospital
operating rooms, and we owe it to
our employees and customers to
experiment with it in our system
to keep them safe. If successful,

the results could help disinfect our
buses and train cars, crew rooms,
and other facilities in a more timely
and cost efficient.”
“The UV light that will be used
in the current overnight subway
and bus disinfection program is
very efficient in killing the virus
that is responsible for COVID-19.
What we are doing here is reducing
the level of the virus in subways,
and therefore decreasing the risk
of anybody catching COVID-19
on the subway,” said Dr. Brenner.
“In this time of great uncertainty,

New Yorkers need to feel safe and
have the confidence to venture
back into normal life,” said Webb
Lawrence, co-founder of PURO
Lighting. “We are extremely proud
to be a part of the MTA’s multilayered approach to ensure their
riders are entering a clean and safe
environment.”
This pilot is another aggressive step the MTA has taken in its
nation-leading disinfecting effort to
keep employees and customers safe
by disinfecting the entire system
every 24 hours.
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Attorney General James and Governor Cuomo Again Renew
Suspension of State Debt Collection as Coronavirus
Continues to Impact New Yorkers’ Wallets
New Yorkers with Student, Medical, and Other State Debt Referred to AG’s Office Will Have
Payments Frozen for an Additional 30 Days
New York Attorney General
Letitia James and New York Governor Andrew M. Cuomo recently
announced that the state has again
renewed an order to halt the collection of medical and student
debt owed to the State of New
York that was specifically referred
to the Office of the Attorney
General (OAG) for collection for
an additional 30-day period. In
response to continuing financial
impairments resulting from the
spread of coronavirus disease
2019 (COVID-19), the OAG will
renew the last two orders this
coming Monday, May 18, 2020,
through Tuesday, June 16, 2020.
After this 30-day period, the
OAG will reassess the needs of
state residents for another possible extension. Additionally, the
OAG will accept applications for
suspension of all other types of
debt owed to the State of New
York and referred to the OAG for
collection.
“This pandemic has taken a
serious financial and emotional
toll on our state, and the last thing
working people need to do right
now is worry about managing
their debt,” said Attorney General James. “We are renewing the
suspension of state student and
medical debt collection referred
to my office for a second time
to help ease the burden on New
Yorkers as we hopefully will soon
move towards a period of gradual
recovery. More than two million
New Yorkers filed for unemploy-

ment in the last two months, so I
will continue to do everything in
my power to protect their wallets,
and the wallets of millions more
across our state, as we continue to
deal with the economic fallout of
the coronavirus.”
“As we continue our work to
f latten the curve and stop the
spread of the virus, we recognize
that New Yorkers are still struggling with both emotional pain
and economic hardship as a result
of this crisis,” Governor Cuomo
said. “By renewing the suspension on the collection of student
and medical debt that is referred
to the attorney general’s office
for an additional 30 days, we are
helping to lessen the burden faced
by so many individuals, families
and businesses whose livelihoods
have been affected by the pandemic. I’m grateful to the attorney
general for her partnership.”
Millions of New Yorkers, like
Americans across the nation,
have been impacted — directly
or indirectly — by the spread of
COVID-19, forcing them to forgo
income and business. Since COVID-19 began to spread rapidly
across the country in Mid-March,
36.5 million residents across the
nation have lost their jobs and
filed for unemployment, including more than two million in New
York State alone. In an effort to
support many New Yorkers economically impacted during this
difficult time, Attorney General
James today renewed an order —
first made in March and renewed
in April — to ease the financial
burdens for many workers and
families by halting the collection
of medical and student debt owed
to the State of New York and re-

ferred to the OAG for collection
for 30 additional days. Today’s order renews this suspension period
through June 16, 2020.
The OAG collects certain debts
owed to the State of New York via
settlements and lawsuits brought
on behalf of the State of New York
and state agencies. A total of more
than 165,000 matters currently
fit the criteria for a suspension of
state debt collection, including,
but not limited to:
• Patients that owe medical debt
due to the five state hospitals and
the five state veterans’ homes;
• Students that owe student debt
due to State University of New
York (SUNY) campuses; and
• Individual debtors, sole-proprietors, small business owners, and
certain homeowners that owe debt
relating to oil spill cleanup and
removal costs, property damage,
and breach of contract, as well as
other fees owed to state agencies.
The temporary policy has also
automatically suspended the accrual of interest and the collection
of fees on all outstanding state
medical and student debt referred
to the OAG for collection, so New
Yorkers are not penalized for taking advantage of this program.
New Yorkers with non-medical
or non-student debt owed to the
State of New York and referred to
the OAG may also apply to temporarily halt the collection of state
debt. Individuals seeking to apply
for this temporary relief can fill
out an application online or visit
the OAG’s coronavirus website to
learn more about the suspension
of payments. If an individual is
unable to fill out the online form,
they can also call the OAG hotline
at 1-800-771-7755 to learn more.

American Lung Association Applauds New York State as
New Tobacco Control Measures Go Into Effect
New tobacco control measures,
included in the New York State
budget, went into effect today,
May 18, 2020. The provisions
prohibit the sale of all tobacco
products in pharmacies and end
the sale of all flavored e-cigarettes
throughout the state. The American Lung Association issued the
following statement:
Daniel Fitzgerald, MPH, ICPS,
National Senior Manager of Advocacy for The American Lung
Association said, “Eliminating
tobacco sales from pharmacies
reduces the density of tobacco
retailers, as well as youth exposure and consumption of tobacco
products among people of all ages.
Displaying tobacco products and
advertisements alongside messages of wellness and health has sent
mixed messages for far too long,
and today, thanks to the Governor

Cuomo and the New York State
legislature, we can fully recognize
the role of our local pharmacies as
a trusted partner in health.”
Michael Seilback, National
Assistant Vice President, State
Public Policy said “We applaud
Governor Cuomo and the New
York State Legislature for passing the tobacco control measures
in the state budget in early April.
We look forward to working together and building upon today’s
measures to end the sale of all
flavored tobacco products in New
York and to increase funding
to the tobacco control program.
The Centers for Disease Control
(CDC) has stated that people
with compromised lung function
including former-smokers may
be at even greater risk from the
coronavirus. Now perhaps more
than ever, the state must ensure

its tobacco control program is
adequately funded.”
The provisions within the budget go into effect as the State continues to manage the COVID-19
pandemic, which has highlighted
the importance of lung health for
people of all ages. COVID-19 is
a lung disease, and the American
Lung Association is uniquely positioned to make a substantial and
rapid impact. As the oldest voluntary health organization in the
country, we pioneered the model
of using education, advocacy and
research to virtually eradicate
tuberculosis in the United States.
With the launch of our $25M
COVID-19 Action Initiative, we
will use those same principles
to ensure our nation can address
today’s pandemic and is prepared
to meet the challenges of future
lung infections like COVID-19.

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2020

Dust Off Your Dancing Shoes, Put On
Your Tux (Or Pjs!), Set The Table &
And Get Ready to Enjoy Flushing
Town Hall’s Step up Soirée . . .
(Continued from page 3)
“Since our founding days, we’ve
always served one of the most
diverse communities in the world.
All funds we raise will support the
expenses for Flushing Town Hall
to continue its mission of bringing people together by presenting
arts and culture from around the
world – now online. FTH at Home!
brings Global Arts for a Global
Community to new global audiences, and Global Arts for Global
Kids to support children and
families during this health crisis.”
“We depend greatly on funds
raised from the gala each year and
invite you to support our efforts,”
Kodadek said.
Flushing Town Hall greatly
appreciates the supporters of our
current campaign, Step Up for
Flushing Town Hall, in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Special thanks to our Step Up
Campaign donors with gifts of
$100 and above: Karen Argueta,
Henry Assael, Larue Brathwaite,
Claire Bullard, Jenna Capeci,
David Fesser, Susan Hennessy,
Raymond Jasen, Carmen Jimenez,
Bob Kodadek, Anne Lewent, Jeri
Lim, Martha Ma, TeHsing Niu,
Jessica Peña, Richard Quatrano,
Dominique Sellers, Thomas Simmons, Mike Sperendi & Jan Schneider, Jill Ward, Daryl Ware, and
Lucy Wong.
Crazy Talented Asians & Friends:
An Evening of Live Comedy and
Animation Shorts is sponsored
by a generous anonymous donor. Flushing Town Hall thanks
Charles B. Wang Community
Health Center at Flushing New
York for their support.
Flushing Council on Culture
and the Arts dba Flushing Town
Hall is a not for profit organization which receives major support
from the National Endowment for
the Arts; New York State Council
on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the
New York State Legislature; New
York State Assembly Member Ron
Kim; New York City Department
of Cultural Affairs, Mayor Bill de
Blasio; Queens Borough President
Melinda Katz; Council Members
Adrienne Adams, Costa Constantinides, Daniel Dromm, Barry
Grodenchik, Peter Koo, Karen
Koslowitz, Francisco Moya, and
Paul A. Vallone; and the Howard
Gilman Foundation, the Fan Fox
and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation,
and the Booth Ferris Foundation.
Support for our programs is
also provided by Acrobuffos/
Seth Bloom & Christina Gelsone,
Angela An, Robin Bell-Stevens,
Viviana M. Benitez, Dongjiang
Bi, Cathay Bank, Douglass Chan,
Amy Mak Chan, Calvin W. Chan,
Sharon Chen, Ginger Chinn, Dr.
Hsing-Lih Chou/New York Institute of Culture and the Arts, Con
Edison, Crossings TV, Exploring
the Metropolis, Kuang-Yu Fong/
Chinese Theatre Works, Barbara

Garii, Matthew Goldner, Howard
Graf & Kathy Donovan, Guru
Krupa Foundation, Lily Han,
Heather Harrison, Belinda Pilin
Hsu, Alice & Steve Huang, Hung
Pin Hung, Investors Foundation,
Raymond D. Jasen, the Jim Henson Foundation, Ellen Kodadek,
the Laura B. Vogler Foundation,
Nelson Lee/Flushing Bank, Janet
T. Leow, Anne Lewent, James S.
Liao, Emily Lin/Lin & Loveall
Foundation, Louis Armstrong
Educational Foundation, Frank
Macchio, Materials for the Arts,
William McClure/Queens College, Mets Foundation, Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation, Jassy Z. Min,
New York Chinese Chorus, TeHsing Niu, Northwell Health, Carlos
Ortiz, Queens Art Education Center/Arthur Liu, Richard Quantaro,
Queens Courier, Resorts World,
Camillo Reyes, RuDance/Asian
American Dance Sport Corp.,
Dominique Sellers, Helen Shieh,
Richard Siu, Curtis Smith, Mike
Sperendi & Jan Schneider, Taipei
Cultural Center in New York,
Michael Tang, Veronica Tsang, Tai
& Tony Wang/Glow Foundation,
Jay Wegman, Constance Wingate,
Lucy Wong, Anna Wu, Minwen
Yang, Hank Yeh, Sandy Yeh,
Shane Yeh, and Angela Qi Zhang.
Special thanks to Calvin W.
Chan, Raymond D. Jasen, Ellen
Kodadek, Anne Lewent, William
McClure, and TeHsing Niu for
underwriting a portion of FTH
at Home: Global Arts for Global
Kids.
Although we cannot list every
donor, Flushing Town Hall is
grateful for all gifts received and
wishes to thank everyone for their
ongoing generosity.
About Flushing Town Hall
- Flushing Town Hall (FTH), a
Smithsonian affiliate, presents
multi-disciplinary global arts that
engage and educate the global
communities of Queens and New
York City, in order to foster mutual
appreciation. As advocates of
arts equity since 1979, we support
local, immigrant, national, and
international artists, developing
partnerships and collaborations
that enhance our efforts. As a
member of New York City’s Cultural Institutions Group (CIG),
we serve to restore, manage and
program the historic 1862 landmark on behalf of the City of New
York. FTH celebrates the history
of Queens as the home of Jazz,
by presenting the finest in Jazz
performance. We are committed
to arts education and hands-on
learning, for the arts-curious,
arts enthusiasts, and professional
artists. We serve one of the most
diverse communities in the world
and strive to uphold the legacy
of inclusiveness that has defined
our community since the Flushing
Remonstrance of 1657.
For more information - www.
flushingtownhall.org, (718) 4637700 x222, 137-35 Northern Blvd.
Flushing, NY 11354
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Notice of Formation: 12001 18AV LLC Ar ticles of
Organization filed with Secretary
of State of New York (SSNY) on
2/28/2020. Office loc: Queens
County. SSNY designated for
service of process. SSNY shall
mail copies of any process
served against the LLC to 1110 130th St. College Point,
Flushing, NY 11356 Purpose:
Any lawful purpose or activity.
4/30, 5/7,14,21,28&6/4/2020

El Amanecer Multiservice,
LLC Filed with SSNY on
01/20/2020. Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent for
process & shall mail copy to:
9028 80 Street Woodhaven
NY 11421 Purpose: any lawful.
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020

R and R 6108 LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 12/24/2019.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to Richard Boll,
6112 Flushing Ave., Maspeth,
NY 11378. General Purpose.
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

Notice of Formation of JADISS
N.Y. LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/12/2020. Office location:
Q u e e ns C o unt y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 415 Manhattan
Blvd., Islip Terrace, NY 11752.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
4/23,30,5/7,14,21&28/2020
Notice of formation of NY
DREAM BUILDERS LLC.
Articles of Organization filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 09/27/2019. Office
located in QUEENS. SSNY has
been designated for service of
process. SSNY shall mail copy of
any process served against the
LLC 30-50 WHITESTONE EXPY,
SUITE 105, FLUSHING,NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020
Notice of Formation of A TREE
FALLS ENTERTAINMENT
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 04/24/2020. Office location:
Q ue ens C ount y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 178-10 Wexford
Terrace, 3D, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/7,14,21,28,6/4&11/2020
Vista Realty 10-21 LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 2/10/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against may
be served & shall mail process
to c/o Claddagh Electronics,
10-32 47th Rd., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
4/16,23,30,5/7,14&21/2020
JONDELL 3 LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
03/13/20. Of fice: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 69 - 0 6 Grand
Avenue, Maspeth, NY 11378.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
5/14,21,28,6/4,11&18/2020
Notice of formation of
MEDLINS PROMISE HOME
CARE AGENCY LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 09/23/2019.
Office located in Queens.
SSNY has been designated
for ser vice of process.
SSNY shall mail copy of
any process served against
the LLC 428 Beach 65th
Street, Arverne, NY 11692.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
5/14,21,28,6/4,11&18/2020

Notice of Formation of VARSITY
STA FFI N G & T R A I NI N G
SOLUTIONS LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/16/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to 19215H 67th Avenue,
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/14,21,28,6/4,11&18/2020
HAROLD STARK 197-30 LLC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 4/21/2020.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
desig. agent of LLC whom
proc ess may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to
197-30 Jamaica Ave., Hollis,
NY 11423, which is also the
principal buisness location.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
5/14,21,28,6/4,11&18/2020
Notice of Formation of NADSCO
LLC Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of State
of New York on May 12th 2020.
Office location:Queens County.
Secretary of State of New York
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. Secretary of
State of New York shall mail
process to 30-47 82nd Street
East Elmhurst New York 11370.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020
TCB 149-06 LINDEN LLC,
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 03/30/2020. Office
loc: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 149-06 Linden
Blvd, Jamaica, NY 11436.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020
Notice of formation of TBCO
LLC Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of
State of New York on May 8th
2020. Office located inQueens.
Secretary of State of New York
has been designated for service
of process. Secretary of State
of New York shall mail copy of
any process served against
the LLC at 30-47 82nd Street
East Elmhurst New York 11370.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020
Notice of Formation of G&T
TECHNOLOGY, LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 02/04/2020.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to 36-09 Main Street,
Room 201, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

R and R 442 LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 12/24/2019.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to Richard Boll,
6112 Flushing Ave., Maspeth,
NY 11378. General Purpose.
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020
Notice of Formation of TTIMMS
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/07/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 30-47 82nd Street,
East Elmhurst, NY 11370.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
SBNY -134, LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretar y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/30/2020. Office
Location: Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to the LLC, 76-28
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020
R and R 6118 LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 12/24/2019.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be served & shall
mail process to Richard Boll,
6112 Flushing Ave., Maspeth,
NY 11378. General Purpose.
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020
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Reps. Maloney, Nadler, King and Sen. Duckworth
Unveil Legislation to Create Compensation Fund
For Essential Workers
Congresswoman Carolyn
B. Maloney (D-NY), Congressman Jerrold Nadler
(D-NY), Congressman Peter
King (R-NY), and Senator
Tammy Duckworth (D-IL)
recently announced the introduction of the bipartisan
Pandemic Heroes Compensation Act.
Modeled after the September 11th Victim Compensation Fund (VCF), this
new fund would provide
compensation for injuries
to any individual, or their
families, who are deemed an
essential worker and required
to leave their home to perform services and who have
become ill or died as a result
of COVID-19.
The Members joined in a
virtual event on May 14 with
the Uniformed Fire Officers
Association (UFOA), Uniformed Firefighters Association (UFA), National Rural
Letter Carriers Association
(NRLCA), and SMART, the
International Association of
Sheet Metal, Air, Rail and
Transportation Workers; to
discuss the legislation and its
importance to essential workers in all industries.
“On September 11th, it
was the firefighters and officers who ran into the burning buildings to save lives.
Today, it is hospital workers – nurses, doctors, EMS,
janitorial staff, pharmacists,
technicians and all essential
workers. We owe them more
than applause at 7pm,” said
Congresswoman Maloney.
“In this fight against the
Coronavirus, it is the first
responders, retail workers,
transit workers, grocery store
clerks, delivery workers, janitorial staff, sanitation workers, mail carriers, hospitality
workers, and federal, state
and local employees who are
on the frontlines, walking in
to the fire every day as they
risk their health to make sure
we are safe, fed, and healthy.”
“Right now, workers all
over this country are putting their lives on the line
to help their sick neighbors,
keep people fed, and keep
our essential services running. Just as they are here
for us, we need to be there
for them if they get sick,”
said Congressman Nadler.
“I’m proud to join my friends,
Reps. Maloney and King and
Senator Duckworth to support those brave Americans
who are risking it all for us
by creating the Pandemic
Heroes Compensation Act.
We are using the lessons we
learned through our decades
working on the VCF to create
this new fund and ensure that
we get resources and support
out to those essential workers as quickly as possible to
support their families in their
moment of need.”
“America will be forever
indebted to the first responders and essential workers who

put their lives on the line
throughout this pandemic,”
said Congressman King.
“It is morally essential that
Congress pass the Pandemic
Heroes Compensation Act
for these heroes and their
families.”
“Our nation’s dedicated
health care workers, first
responders, letter carriers
and legions of other vital essential workers are
serving on the front lines
to care for patients battling
COVID-19 infections and
keep our country running
during a deadly pandemic
that has already killed more
than 80,000 Americans,”
said Senator Duckworth.
“While we have to do much
more to protect these men
and women as they take
on greater risks during this
pandemic, we also need
to recognize the sad reality
that our nation has a responsibility to take care for the
loved ones of those essential
workers who perish as a
result of their decision to
go back to work to help
others.”
“The men and women on
the front lines are putting
themselves and their families
lives at risk for the safety of
others. While these essential
employees put themselves in
harm’s way, it is only right
that they are supported the
way we all were after September 11, 2001. Once again,
this is not a New York issue –
it’s a global pandemic which
has placed our lives in the
crosshairs. We stand with
our Members of Congress
and fellow Labor leaders to
get the front line workers
what they have earned in
this battle against COVID-19,” said Jake Lemonda,
President, FDNY-Uniformed
Fire Officers Association.
“On behalf of the LIRR/
MTA employees, we want to
thank Congresswoman Maloney, Congressman King,
Congressman Nadler and
Senator Duckworth for their
leadership. Our members are
heroes moving heroes and
we walk into harm’s way
everyday. We take pride in
our jobs and our country.
The Pandemic Heroes Compensation Act shows that our
NY delegation is not only
about the words, it is about
action,” said Anthony Simon, General Chairman/ Alt
International VP, SMART
Transportation Division. “All
of these first responders and
essential workers and their
families deserve to be taken
care of. Thank you on behalf
of SMART Transportation
Division and all essential
workers.”
“The NRLCA is pleased
to support this bill to compensate essential workers
harmed in the line of duty.
Rural letter carriers, as well
as other postal employees,
are part of the backbone of

America and provide an
essential service to Americans at ever y add ress,
something that is even more
crucial now that so many
people must stay home,”
said Ronnie Stutts, President,
National Rural Letter Carriers‘ Association (NRLCA).
“USPS employees perform
their duties day in and day
out and risk the health of
themselves and their families
to keep America running.
The USPS delivers over 1
billion packages of medication each year and a large
percentage of these medications go to our veterans in
rural America. Each and
every time the country has
faced a crisis such as Anthrax, SARS, 9/11, and now
the COVID-19 pandemic,
the U.S. Postal Service has
come to the call. To date, 949
postal employees have tested
positive for COVID-19 and
59 have died from this virus.
We applaud Chairwoman
Maloney, Representatives
Nadler and King, and Senator Duckworth for recognizing the sacrifice that rural
letter carriers and every other
essential worker have been
making every day so that
we can continue to be united
as a nation and battle this
pandemic together. We urge
all lawmakers to support and
quickly pass this important
piece of legislation.”
“We applaud Congresswoman Maloney for recognizing the sacrifices hotel
workers have made throughout this crisis, and we are
grateful to her for seeking to
remedy some of the hardship
they and their families have
suffered,” said Peter Ward,
President of the New York
Hotel Trades Council. “Our
union has lost over 50 members to this virus, thousands
more have been infected,
and sadly, we expect these
numbers to rise. Establishing the compensation fund
proposed in Congresswoman
Maloney’s bill is, quite simply, the right thing to do. Our
union strongly supports the
Pandemic Heroes Compensation Act.”
“Congresswoman Maloney has dedicated her entire
career to fighting for New
Yorkers. I want to thank her
for introducing the Pandemic
Heroes Compensation Act
so that our essential workers
have the assurance that their
government will support
them and their families,” said
NYC Mayor Bill de Blasio.
“Our essential workers are
putting their lives on the
line to help their fellow New
Yorkers, this is the least we
can do to show them our
gratitude,” said Mayor Bill
de Blasio.
In addition to those listed
above, the legislation has also
been endorsed by Service
Employees International
Union (SEIU) and DC37.
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IMPORTANT
NEW ELECTION
DEADLINES

Last day to postmark application to
register to vote – May 29
Last day to postmark application for
absentee ballot – June 16
L a s t d ay t o p o s t m a r k a b s e nt e e
ballot June 22
Early Voting – June 13-21
Primary Election – June 23

Giornale Italo Americano

w w w.g iamondo.com

Call 718-592-2196

Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

WE’RE HIRING!

I m m e d ia t e p os i t io n s fo r s ch o o l b u s d rive rs

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com

THURSDAY, MAY 21, 2020

