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QBP Richards Launches Immigrant
Welcome Center at Queens Borough Hall

Dr. Wayne Kye

Variety Boys & Girls Club of Queens
Receives $5 Million in Funding From
Queens Borough President Richards
Pictured above at the Queens Borough Hall’s new Immigrant Welcome Center cut the ribbon ceremony
with Queens Borough President Donovan Richards Jr. is Congresswoman Grace Meng, Councilmember
James Gennaro, Councilmember Barry Grodenchik among others. See story on page 2.

Sen. Liu & Assemblyman Braunstein Pass
Legislation Protecting Co-Op Shareholders

Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards Jr. joined
Costa Constantinides, CEO of the
Variety Boys and Girls Club of
Queens at their Junior Home Run
Derby on Sunday to announce
a $5 million allocation. The
multimillion-dollar allocation
will support the construction of
the new redevelopment project
for the Club.
The redevelopment will include the first planetarium in
Queens, 1,000 seat basketball
arena, Olympic size swimming
pool, and black box theater. In
addition, it will have art, music
and dance studios, science labs,

dozens of fully-equipped education rooms, and tech space for
robotics and STEM. In 2019, over
200 children were on the waitlist
due to limited space at the Club.
The new facility will draw children and families from all over
Queens, increasing the number
of children served from 4,000 to
an estimated 15,000.
“We are so grateful to Queens
Borough President Donovan
Richards for his support of our
new redevelopment project. We
are building a beacon for all our
youth, where they can explore
(Continued on page 2)

State Senator John Liu, Assemblymember Edward Braunstein, State Senator Toby Ann Stavisky, Warren
Schreiber, Co-president, Presidents Co-op & Condo Council Bob Friedrich, Co-president, Presidents
Co-op & Condo Council, Geoffrey Mazel, Legal Advisor to the President’s Co-op & Condo Council held
a press conference to announce the passage of legislation (S5105C / A350C). See story on page 2.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Variety Boys & Girls Club of Queens Receives $5 Million in
Funding From Queens Borough President Richards
(Continued from page 1)
their interests and learn who they
are,” said Costa Constantinides,
CEO of Variety Boys & Girls
Club of Queens. “With his generous allocation we can realize our
plans to build a state-of-the-art
club and more than triple the
number of kids we serve.”
“Our families are excited about
the new club and all the amazing
new programs that we will have
available to the community,”
said Andy Rodriguez, Executive
Director of the Boys & Girls Club
of Queens. “With our new site,
we plan on serving many more
families than we serve today so

we look forward to sharing our
bigger and better space when the
new facility is completed.”
“The Variety Boys and Girls
Club of Queens does incredible
work every day to uplift thousands of children, but as our
families and the borough grow, so
must the Club’s ability to provide
the critical programming our
families rely on,” said Queens
Borough President Donovan
Richards Jr. “This $5 million allocation is about much more than
the construction of a new physical space with state-of-the-art
amenities. It’s about investing in
the health of our children and the
future of our borough.”

For 66 years, Variety has been
an anchor in Astoria and Long Island City, offering children a safe
haven to grow into tomorrow’s
leaders. Since opening its doors,
VBGCQ has upheld its founding
mission: to enable young people,
especially those who need us
most, to reach their full potential
as productive, caring, responsible
citizens.
Serving over 4,000 young
people each year, VBGCQ is
the largest youth development
organization in Western Queens
and nearly 60% of Club members
come from the nearby Ravenswood, Queensbridge, and Astoria Houses.

Sen. Liu & Assemblyman Braunstein Pass
Legislation Protecting Co-Op Shareholders
(Continued from page 1)
Senator John C. Liu and
Assemblyman Edward Braunstein
were joined by Senator Toby Ann
Stavistky, Warren Schreiber, Copresident, Presidents Co-op &
Condo Council, Bob Friedrich,
Co-president, Presidents Co-op
& Condo Council and President
of Glen Oaks Village, Geoffrey
Mazel, Legal Advisor to the President’s Co-op & Condo Council
and community members to hail
the passage of legislation (S5105C
/ A350C). The bill, sponsored
by Liu and Braunstein, ensures
vital protections for cooperative
tenant-shareholders and makes
much-needed clarifications to
the law as sought by cooperative
corporations.
Following passage of the Housing Stability and Tenant Protection
Act in 2019, a historic piece of
legislation meant to extend protections for renters in traditional
landlord-tenant relationships,
tenant-shareholders sought to
make clear that provisions of new
housing reforms did not apply to
their unique form of homeownership. Some provisions meant to
restore equity in landlord-tenant
relationships stood in conf lict
with proprietary leases and increased the costs of cooperative
management. Senator Liu and
Assemblyman Braunstein’s bill,
passed on June 10 in Albany,
rectified any confusion about the
effect of HSTPA on cooperative
tenant-shareholders.
“This legislation finally makes
clear that tenant-shareholders in
cooperatives are not subject to
certain provisions of the Housing
Stability and Tenant Protection
Act,” said Senator Liu. “Our

community in northeast Queens
has a large concentration of affordable cooperative housing, and
this bill will ensure this form of
homeownership remains within
reach. Coops will no longer need
to fear unintended consequences
of the HSTPA, and those tenants
in traditional landlord-tenant relationships can rest assured that the
HSTPA reforms meant for renters
remain fully in effect.”
“The Housing Stability and Tenant Protection Act inadvertently
captured cooperatives, which
caused unintended consequences
for co-op boards and shareholders
in New York City,” said Assemblyman Braunstein. “This legislation
properly takes into account the
unique relationship that co-op
boards and corporations have
with their shareholders, which is
vastly different from the typical
landlord-tenant relationship. Exempting cooperatives from these
provisions will shield co-op owners from bearing the burden when
fellow shareholders fail to meet
their financial obligations.”
Senator Stavisky said, “The
Housing Stability and Tenant
Protection Act of 2019 was a major
victory in protecting the rights of
tenants. But, while working well
to shield tenants from dishonest
landlords, the legislation inadvertently included co-ops and serves
as an example of unintended
consequences. The clarifying language in this bill will correct these
issues. I applaud my colleagues in
both the Senate and Assembly for
their support.”
Warren Schreiber, Co-president,
Presidents Co-op & Condo Council said, “The passage of this
legislation makes it possible for
coops, one of New York City’s last

bastions of affordable middle-class
housing, to remain affordable.
New Yorkers facing financial
struggles will be able to continue
to enjoy the independence that
comes with homeownership. A
big thank you to our legislators for
their lead on the passage of legislation protecting coop shareholders.”
Bob Friedrich, Co-president,
Presidents Co-op & Condo Council said, “The road to hell is paved
with great intentions and so was
the original Housing Stability and
Tenant Protection Act of 2019.
Thankfully, the worst parts of
this legislation have now been
repealed. Probably the most onerous provision was the limit on
security deposits to 1 month’s rent.
This meant individuals seeking to
move into a co-op who are retired,
have limited income or borderline
financials could not do so. An act
meant to help them, hurt them instead. With the new change in the
law, an individual could put up a
half or full year of maintenance in
an escrow-security account giving
the co-op confidence that future
maintenance payments would be
made and therefore be approved
by the co-op. We are thankful
that our legislators understand the
plight of this vulnerable population and have helped them achieve
quality of life living.”
“It is great to see the NYS Legislature correct the unintended consequences for Coops in the Tenant
Protection Act. The entire Coop
community is grateful to Senator
Liu and Assemblyman Braunstein
for their leadership and hard work
on this crucial issue. It is a great
example of good government at
work,” said Geoffrey Mazel, Legal
Advisor to the President’s Co-op &
Condo Council.

QBP Richards Launches Immigrant Welcome Center at
Queens Borough Hall
(Continued from page 1)
Alongside elected officials,
advocates and leading immigration
service providers in The World’s
Borough, Queens Borough President Donovan Richards Jr. cut the
ribbon on Queens Borough Hall’s
new Immigrant Welcome Center
— a first-of-its-kind service hub
at The People’s House, representing an unprecedented investment

in immigration-related resources
available for the more than 1 million
immigrants who call Queens home.
“There’s a reason why we’re
called ‘The World’s Borough.’ Every day, families from all corners
of the globe come here to Queens
to start businesses in our neighborhoods, send their children to our
schools and be integral parts of
our thriving communities,” said
Borough President Richards. “We

could not be prouder to open the
first-ever Immigrant Welcome
Center at Queens Borough Hall to
better serve our immigrant families
and provide a vast array of critical
services.”
More than one-third of New York
City’s three million immigrants
reside in Queens, with nearly 50
percent of the borough’s 2.4 million
(Continued on page 3)
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Gillibrand Announces Unanimous Passage of Bipartisan
Bill to Improve Access to Benefits For Officers And First
Responders Injured in The Line of Duty
Protec t ing America’s Firs t
Responders Act Will Ensure
Frontline Workers’ Disability Claims Are Processed in a
Timely Manner
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand announced the unanimous
Senate passage of the Protecting
America’s First Responders Act
of 2021. The bipartisan Senate
bill, passed late last week, will
improve access to benefits for
first responders and law enforcement injured in the line of duty.
The bill is co-led in the Senate
by Judiciary Committee Ranking
Member Chuck Grassley (R-IA).
“Our first responders and
law enforcement officers risk
their health and lives to keep us
safe,” said Senator Gillibrand.
“The Protecting America’s First
Responders Act establishes a
clear framework to ensure our
nation’s heroes who have died or
become permanently disabled in
the line of duty are able to have
their disability claims processed
in a timely manner, and ensures
that their families remain eligible
for the additional benefits they’ve
been promised. I am proud to
have supported this important bill

in the Senate, and I hope that the
House acts quickly to pass this
important bill and sends to President Biden to sign it into law.”
Congress first established the
Public Safety Officers’ Benefits
(PSOB) program in 1976 to provide death benefits to survivors
of officers who die in the line of
duty. Over the years, the law has
been amended to provide disability and education benefits, and to
expand the pool of officers who
are eligible for these benefits.
However, the program has been
marked by delayed adjudication
of death and disability claims. In
some cases, claims have taken
years to process, and a lack of
Justice Department guidelines for
adjudicating disability claims has
led to inconsistent results. To address delays in processing claims,
the Protecting America’s First
Responders Act of 2021 (S. 1511)
updates the PSOB program’s disability definition to ensure that
officers who are permanently
unable to secure employment
following a catastrophic injury
in the line of duty remain eligible
for benefits. The bill also expands
DOJ’s subpoena authority to
more efficiently secure records

needed to evaluate claims.
Under the current program,
disability or death benefits are
provided in the form of a onetime lump sum payment, which
is adjusted yearly based on the
consumer price index. Benefits
may also be issued to a surviving
spouse or children in the form of
monthly education assistance.
The Protecting America’s First
Responders Act requires the benefit award amount to be based on
the date of the adjudication rather
than the date of the injury to account for increases in the cost
of living that may occur during
lengthy adjudication periods.
Senator Gillibrand and Grassley have long fought to reduce delays in processing survivor benefits. In 2017, President Trump
signed the Gillibrand-Grassley
bill helping families of fallen officers into law. The bill required
the Justice Department to post
weekly status updates on its
website for all pending claims
and biannual aggregate statistics
regarding these claims. The bill’s
provisions applied to all claims
pending at the time of the bill’s
enactment, in addition to all
claims filed after that date.

Suozzi Introduces Three Pieces of Legislation to Better
Protect Long Island and New York’s Environment
Legislation would strengthen
New York’s septic system replacement programs, promote the
recycling of disposed paper, and
make geothermal cooling and
heating systems more affordable
for homeowners
Rep. Suozzi, a committed environmentalist, has been working
on environmental sustainability
since first elected to public office
in the early 90s
Congressman Tom Suozzi (DLong Island, Queens) introduced
three pieces of legislation that
would promote environmental
sustainability across New York
and Long Island. As a member
of the powerful House Ways
and Means Committee, the chief
tax-writing committee, Suozzi is
able to advance legislation that
would amend our tax code and
offer incentives to homeowners,
businesses, and state governments
that promote environmental sustainability.
“The most significant efforts
our government has made to address climate change and promote
green energy is through investments via tax and funding policy,”
said Suozzi. “As a member of the
chief tax-writing committee, I
am in a unique position to work
on legislation that promotes tax
credits, funding, and subsidies for
renewable and green energies.”
Since beginning public service, Suozzi has fought tirelessly
to protect Long Island and New
York’s environment. In 2008,
the New York State League of
Conservation Voters (NYLCV)
named him “Environmentalist of
the Year. As a Member of Congress, he has increased funding to
protect the Long Island Sound by

nearly 800%, fought to keep the
U.S. in the Paris Climate Accord,
supports the Green New Deal,
and through his efforts as chair
of the Long Island Sound Caucus
has helped drastically reduce the
amount of nitrogen in the Long
Island Sound.
Background on the three pieces
of legislation introduce by Suozzi
is found below:
Legislation to Federally Fund
Septic System Replacement Programs
Currently, under the federallyrun Clean Water State Resolving
Fund (CWSR F) program – a
federal-state partnership that provides communities with low-cost
financing for a wide range of
water quality infrastructure projects – septic system replacement
projects on Long Island rarely
receive grants; they often only
receive loans.
The legislation set to be introduced by Suozzi this week would
allow septic system replacement
programs in New York to receive
more CWSRF grant money. Currently, states can give a portion
of their CWSRF money in the
form of “additional subsidization” (grants and not loans) for
certain clean water projects, but
septic system replacement programs rarely receive this funding.
Congressman Suozzi’s bill would
amend the CWSRF to allow states
more flexibility to give these programs more grant money, opening
up a federal funding stream for
septic system replacement projects on Long Island.
“Improving the quality of septic
systems on Long Island has been
a priority of mine for years,” said
Suozzi. “In addition to introducing
legislation that would help send
federal funds to improve New

York’s septic systems, I have also
introduced legislation that would
make sure New York homeowners are not forced to pay taxes on
grants they receive when updating
their septic systems.”
“Suffolk County’s leadership
in efforts to better protect water
quality is well-recognized and
residents have strongly supported
the movement to replace outdated
cesspools and septic systems.
This proposal would build on the
efforts already underway using
state and local funding, expanding those successful programs to
make it possible for even more
homeowners to participate,” said
Suffolk County Executive Steve
Bellone.
“The science is definitive- the
sustainability of Long Island’s
future depends on our ability to
upgrade waste water treatment
systems for homes and businesses.
The good news is that we can
restore our drinking and coastal
waterways, but we need the funding to achieve this critical goal.
This is a common sense update to
an essential federal program that
will allow us to expedite replacing
antiquated, polluting septic and
cesspool systems. Protection of
our water resources and the septic
replacement programs program
has strong public support and we
are thankful that Congressman
Suozzi is leading federal efforts
to achieve the goal of clean water
on Long Island,” said Adrienne
Esposito, Executive Director of
Citizens Campaign for the Environment.
“Save the Sound strongly supports the proposed amendment to
CWSRF that will provide needed
funds to communities plagued
(Continued on page 4)
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CM James F. Gennaro, State Sen.
Leroy Comrie Call on Mayor to
Abandon Proposed Briarwood
Shelter Plans, Cite “Clear and
Present Danger” to Local Youth
In a Letter Penned to the Mayor,
Gennaro and Comrie Slam the
Proposed Site as “Borne Out of a
Total Disregard for the Well-Being
of Briarwood”
Council Member James F.
Gennaro and State Sen. Leroy
Comrie are calling on Mayor Bill
de Blasio to abandon the City’s
plans for a 175-bed adult male
shelter at 138-50 Queens Boulevard in Briarwood. In a letter
penned to Mayor Bill de Blasio,
the elected officials slammed the
proposed site as “entirely inappropriate,” citing a host of reasons
ranging from its close proximity
to a school and children’s playground, to its economic impact
on local business owners and
homeowners.
“Not only would it put children, local residents, and shelter
residents in harm’s way, it would
also economically devastate the
Briarwood section of Queens
Boulevard,” Councilman Gennaro and State Sen. Comrie wrote.
“This is a very different shelter
plan than the existing Briarwood
shelter for families, which has
housed the homeless for many
years without incident under the
strict and watchful eyes of the
service provider, The Salvation
Army. It is clear that Briarwood
is not opposed to homeless shelters and that this community is
already doing its part in ‘Turning
the Tide’ on homelessness — but
the proposed Queens Boulevard
location is entirely inappropriate.”
The pair noted that they are
troubled by the City’s current
plan, which would place a 175bed, adult male “barracks-type”
shelter a few blocks away from a
number of locations frequented
by children.
“The City’s current plan
would place a 175-bed, adult
male ‘barracks-type’ shelter in
the midst of a number of locations frequented by large groups
of children,” they wrote. “This
proposed site is across the street
from the Hoover-Manton children’s playground, Archbishop
Molloy High School, and the
Queens Librar y’s Briar wood
branch. By your Administration’s
own estimate, approximately 40
percent of the shelter’s residents
are expected to be mentally ill and/
or drug abusers.”
“Therefore, this proposed
shelter absolutely poses a clear
and present danger to our local

youth, especially since shelter
residents are not required to avail
themselves of any treatment,” they
added. “Placing this type of shelter
within such close proximity to
hundreds of children is grossly
irresponsible and dangerous. This
is, of course, completely unacceptable.”
Councilman Gennaro and
State Sen. Comrie also expressed
concern that this proposed location would be harmful to the very
individuals the City seeks to help,
since it is just one block away from
a liquor store, and adjacent to a
marijuana dispensary.
“Placing such a shelter so close
to these substances is counterproductive to the stated mission of
your Administration’s ‘Turning
the Tide’ initiative,” Gennaro and
Comrie pointed out. “It will inevitably — and unnecessarily — pose
challenges to shelter residents who
genuinely wish to turn their lives
around. And, as stated above, this
proposed shelter threatens the
public safety of Briarwood’s local
residents – especially its children.
Simply put — it is an unsafe location for all parties involved.”
Gennaro, Comrie and the Briarwood community went to great
lengths several years ago to rezone
to allow for mixed use development to attract development and
investment. The elected officials
said the benefits of those economic revitalization efforts “were
beginning to be substantially realized, but are now paralyzed by the
mere specter of this shelter.”
“This represents an unconscionable taking from the homeowners who have spent a lifetime to
build a home equity nest egg,”
they argued. “And no matter how
noble the intent of the ‘Turning
the Tide’ initiative, no facility
justifies the peril to public safety
and the economic devastation that
would be visited on the Briarwood
community by this proposed
shelter.”
Councilman Gennaro and State
Sen. Comrie concluded their letter
by asking the Mayor to “abandon
the plans for this proposed homeless shelter and locate an alternate
location that would much better
serve both the community as well
as the inhabitants of any new shelter.” They also criticized the Dept.
of Homeless Services (DHS) for
the “arrogant, patronizing, and
dismissive” way the agency has
treated elected and community
leaders.

QBP Richards Launches Immigrant
Welcome Center at Queens Borough Hall
(Continued from page 2)
residents were born abroad. Beginning with the June 15 soft launch
of the Immigrant Welcome Center
and continuing into the future as
capacity and the variety of available
services expands, families contacting or visiting Queens Borough
Hall will be connected with comprehensive, multilingual services
such as legal assistance and referrals

to community-based organizations
and city services.
The Immigrant Welcome Center
will be staffed by a full-time coordinator and Borough President Richards’ Director of Immigrant Affairs
— both of whom are immigrants
themselves and fluent in Mandarin
and Spanish, respectively — and
will assist in case management.
(Continued on page 4)
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Senator Liu Commends Robust Parent Participation in
Community And Citywide Education Council Elections
Following the completion of
the first Community and Citywide Education Council elections
where all public school parents
and guardians were allowed to
vote for their representatives,
Senator John Liu, Chair of the
NYC Education Committee in
the New York State Senate, commended parents for their participation and congratulated the 325
parents selected to serve on the
councils. The election results were
announced earlier today by the
NYC Department of Education.
“Increasing parent involvement
in our schools, and amplifying
parental voices when it comes
to public education, has been a
top priority for me,” said Senator
Liu. “Schools simply are more
effective when our parents are
engaged. It’s encouraging to see
parents respond so positively to
reforms enacted by the Senate
back in 2019 as a key part of improving school governance and
accountability. Much thanks to
the parent leaders of the Education
Council Consortium and CECs
across New York City for their
partnership with us to come up
with democratic solutions to enhance parent participation. I look
forward to working with the newly
elected parent leaders to continue
improving educational outcomes
for our children.”
Shino Tanikawa, Co-Chair of
Education Council Consortium
said, “For the very first time
parents of NYC public schools
were allowed to vote in the Citywide and Community Education
Council elections this year. I am
grateful for Senator John Liu and

his colleagues who helped us
change the state law to make the
elections more democractic. I am
also grateful to the DOE elections
team, who pulled it off despite the
pandemic delaying the process
by more than six months. I look
forward to improving the process,
particularly in the area of voter
outreach, to make it even more
democratic.”
Nequan McLean, Co-Chair of
Education Council Consortium
and President of CEC 16 said, “For
years, we have been organizing
to elevate the role of parents in
school governance, and this landmark citywide election marks the
beginning of a new era of parent
empowerment. This year, amidst
a pandemic, more parents than
ever ran for seats and, for the
first time in the history of CCEC
elections, more parents had the
opportunity to vote. Education
Councils should be a powerful seat
of influence in the DOE, and the
newly-elected members, seated
after the most competitive election
in the DOE history, will help us
move in that direction.”
Deborah Alexander, Co-President of CEC 30 said, “This year’s
CEC elections were unprecedented for many reasons. It is fitting
that we had unprecedented results,
including dramatic turnover for
several councils. In prior years
many parents did not know what
a CEC was or what it did. There
is now a better appreciation--by
both parents and the Department
of Education--of the desire and
ability of parents to be involved
in their children’s education on
a meaningful level. I look for-

CUNY Citizenship Now!, the
largest university legal assistance
program in the nation providing free
and confidential citizenship and immigration law services, will partner
with the Queens Borough President’s Office to help assist with legal
consultations. Additional partnerships with other service providers,
as well as city and state agencies, are
expected as the Center’s operations
expand in the future.
Coinciding with the soft launch
of the Center is the Queens Borough President’s Office’s first-ever
language access phone line. NonEnglish speakers calling the office
in search of services facilitated
by the Center will be simultaneously connected to an Office staff
member and a third-party translator, breaking down any potential
language barriers between the staff
member and the caller.
Open on weekdays from 9AM
to 5PM, the Immigrant Welcome
Center can be contacted via phone
at 718-286-0644 and via email at
welcome@queensbp.org. In-person
visits are by appointment only. Due
to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Immigrant Welcome Center
is currently not accepting walk-ins.
Additional information about
Borough President Richards’ Immigrant Welcome Center can be
found at queensbp.org/immigrantwelcomecenter, the Center’s dedi-

cated webpage, complete with a
community calendar and links to a
wide array of resources.
“We applaud Borough President
Richards for his commitment and
efforts to create an Immigrant
Welcome Center, bringing much
needed services to Queens’ immigrants,” said CUNY Citizenship
Now! Director Allan Wernick. “We
are pleased that CUNY Citizenship
Now! will be providing free, highquality immigration assistance at
the center.”
“Immigrant New Yorkers have
been resilient leaders throughout the COVID-19 pandemic and
continue to be key to New York
City’s recovery,” said Mayor’s Office of Immigrant Affairs Deputy
Commissioner May Malik. “As
we celebrate their contributions
this Immigrant Heritage Month,
the Mayor’s Office of Immigrant
Affairs is thrilled by the opening
of the Queens Borough President’s
Immigrant Welcome Center, a resource that will help address needs
within immigrant communities.
By focusing on language access
and connecting visitors to City
and community-based programs,
the center signals that further supporting our immigrant neighbors
is critical to the City’s future. We
look forward to partnering with the
Center to empower and advocate
for immigrant communities across
Queens.”
“With 2.4 million foreign-born

Councilman Ulrich Announces Queens
Symphony Orchestra Concerts

ward to the NYS Legislature’s
continued evaluation of the law
governing CEC’s to further empower parents as true educational
partners.”
Lucas Liu, Treasurer of CEC 3
said, “The results of the election
clearly show that parents want
CEC members who will focus on
quality rigorous academics, fixing
our schools and holding the Mayor
and DOE accountable. I can
proudly say I received the most
votes because parents trust and
believe in me, and what I stand for.
This newly improved CEC election process has strengthened parent voices and will allow families
to better advocate for educational
excellence for our children going
forward.”
Community and Citywide Education Councils are part of New
York City’s school governance
structure. There is a Community
Education Council (CEC) for every community school district.
There are also four Citywide
Councils: the Citywide Council on
High Schools (CCHS), the Citywide Council on Special Education (CCSE), the Citywide Council
on English Language Learners
(CCELL), the Citywide Council
for D75 (CCD75). New York
City’s Community and Citywide
Education Councils are charged
with promoting student achievement, advising and commenting
on educational policies, and providing input to the chancellor and
the Panel for Educational Policy.
The Education Council Consortium (ECC) was formed in

An opera-themed concert at
Russo’s On The Bay in Howard
Beach from a previous year

(Continued on page 9)

by pollution from septic systems.
Fecal bacteria and excess nitrogen
from septic systems are entering
groundwater and surface waters in
communities across the country,
degrading ecosystems, driving
harmful algae blooms, contaminating drinking water supplies,
and reducing coastal resiliency,”
said Tracy Brown, Regional Director of Water Protection for Save
the Sound. “We thank Congressman Suozzi for his leadership
in protecting our waterways by
helping communities get the new
and improved septic systems that
are now available in the ground,
stemming the tide on this water
pollution crisis.”
The Groundsource Exchange
Tax (GET) Parity Act
The Groundsource Exchange Tax
(GET) Parity Act would offer
a 26% tax credit to companies
that build and install geothermal
heating and cooling systems in
homes, putting it on par with the
tax credit the solar industry currently receives. Under this proposed tax credit, these companies
would be able to drastically lower
their costs, allowing for more
lower- and middle-class families
to afford the installation of geothermal systems in their homes.
Currently, companies that install
these systems only receive a 10%
tax credit, a rate much lower than
the 30% companies that install solar industry panels have received.
“As new technology systems

QBP Richards Launches Immigrant Welcome Center at
Queens Borough Hall
(Continued from page 3)
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residents, Queens is the heart of immigrant New York,” said New York
Immigration Coalition Interim Vice
President Alana P. Cantillo. “The
New York Immigration Coalition
thanks Queens Borough President
Richards for opening the Immigrant
Welcome Center, a hub for the community that is both linguistically
responsive and dedicated to improving access to city services for all
immigrants, regardless of status or
country of origin. We look forward
to working with his office to ensure
that our local government continues
to prioritize improving access and
services for immigrants throughout
the city.”
“Congratulations to Queens Borough President Donovan Richards
for keeping his campaign promise
to create an Immigration Welcome
Center to support New Americans
in the most diverse borough in
the world,” said Asian American
Federation Executive Director JoAnn Yoo. “The Welcome Center
promises to be an important hub
to help newcomers to our City find
their bearings in their new home
with an array of services from legal
assistance to social services. AAF
is happy to celebrate the opening
of this Center - a facility we’re especially invested in since we were
able to play a small part in its planning. Happy Immigrant Heritage
Month!”
(Continued on page 10)

The concerts will be held on Thursday, June 17th at All Saints Episcopal Church and Wednesday, June
30th at Russo’s On The Bay
As New York City begins to
reopen, Councilman Eric Ulrich is
excited to announce two Queens
Symphony Orchestra Concerts
sponsored by his office. The concerts will take place at All Saints
Episcopal Church on Thursday,
June 17th and at Russo’s On The
Bay on Wednesday, June 30th.
Both concerts will begin at 7:00
pm.
“I couldn’t be more happy to announce that we will be able to have
the Queens Symphony Orchestra
Concerts this year,” Councilman
Ulrich said. “After the incredibly
tough year that everyone has had,
it is so great that we can get back
to these events that bring so much
joy to the community.”
“It’s with tremendous pleasure
and thanks that the Queens Symphony Orchestra is one of the first
performing arts organizations to
emerge from the pandemic performing to a live audience,” Deborah Surdi, the Executive Director
of Queens Symphony Orchestra

said. “We thank Councilman Ulrich for his continued support and
we’re looking forward to bringing
these wonderful concerts to the
community.”
For many people, the concerts
will be the first time to experience
live music since the pandemic
began. The two themes for the
concerts are “Baroque to the Beatles” and a special performance
of an Opera. The doors open for
the June 17th concert at 6:30pm,
and at 6:00pm for the June 30th
concert.
The concerts are free of charge
and open to the public. You may
RSVP to the concert by calling
Councilman Ulrich’s office at
(718) 738-1083 or emailing jedonohue@council.nyc.gov.
Baroque to the Beatles
All Saints Episcopal Church
Address: 85-45 96th Street
Woodhaven, NY, 11421
Thursday, June 17 - 7:00 pm (doors
open at 6:30pm)
Special Performance - Opera
Russo’s on the Bay
Address: 162-45 Cross Bay Blvd.
Howard Beach, NY 11414
Wednesday, June 30 - 7:00 pm
(doors open at 6:00pm)
For more information about
the Queens Symphony Orchestra,
visit http://www.queenssymphony.org

Suozzi Introduces Three Pieces of
Legislation to Better Protect Long
Island and New York’s Environment
(Continued from page 3)

that promote environmental stability develop, we must make sure
those systems are affordable,”
said Suozzi. “Through this piece
of legislation, the costs of that
technology will drop dramatically for the average homeowner
who wants to warm and cool their
home in a more environmentally
friendly way.”
“Geothermal is the most efficient solution to reducing carbon
emissions from home heating
and cooling. This legislation will
finally level the playing field for
geothermal—giving homeowners a clean option while creating
jobs,” said Michael Sachse, Dandelion CEO. “We are grateful to
Congressman Suozzi for his leadership on this issue for climate,
homeowners, and jobs.”
The PAPER Act
The PAPER Act is bipartisan
legislation that would disincentivize the burning of recyclable paper
at waste-to-energy facilities. Currently, the federal tax code allows
for waste-to-energy facilities to
receive an incentive for the burning of recyclable paper mixed with
waste. Under the PAPER Act,
waste-to-energy facilities would
not get a tax credit for burning
recycled paper mixed with waste.
“Because of lack of clarity in
the current tax code, many centers
are incentivized to burn recyclable
paper,” said Suozzi. “Recyclable
paper is crucial for the preservation of our environment, but it
doesn’t do much good if it’s being
mixed in with waste and burnt.”
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 6/17/21 - 6/23/21
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Don’t hesitate to voice your ideas
and opinions. Enjoy a quiet dinner for two and discuss some of
the plans you have for the future.
Your lucky numbers are: 6,7,8
TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
You can’t lose this week unless
you get involved in gossip or
overwork to the point of exhaustion. Do your work at home, if
you can. Your lucky numbers
are: 7,1,8
GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
You should include children
in your activities. You will be
tempted to shop till you drop.
Try to be tolerant of the moods
of those around you. Your lucky
numbers are: 9,1,7

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You need to be around friends
and family. Be discreet about
your feelings, hold back until you
find out a little more about the
person who’s coming on to you.
Your lucky numbers are: 1,2,3
SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Your need to get away could
lead you into greater debt. Opportunities to pamper yourself
may unfold. Your lucky numbers
are: 7,8,9
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Friends and relatives may be
hard to take this week. Social
events may lead to a romantic
interlude. Your lucky numbers
are: 4,2,1

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Be careful not to get roped into
uncertain joint financial deals.
Opportunities for travel and socializing are evident. Your lucky
numbers are: 5,6,7

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
You’ll find travel or involvement
in large groups gratifying. You
may find that your quick wit and
charm will help you in obtaining allies. Your lucky numbers
are: 8,9,5

LEO
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Socializing or travel will lead
to partnerships. You may blow
situations out of proportion when
dealing with the one you love.
Your lucky numbers are: 5,3,8

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Be prepared for an active week.
You may have difficulties with
family members if you get involved in petty arguments. Your
lucky numbers are: 3,5,9.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
You should look into making
some physical changes, such as
new hair color or toning up your
body. You won’t have much time
for your mate this week. Your
lucky numbers are: 4,9,3

PISCES
(Feb. 20-Mar. 20)
Expect to pay more than anticipated for entertainment or other
purchases. Don’t expect new
acquaintances to be completely
honest about themselves. Your
lucky numbers are: 6,3,1

Did You
Know?
● The average golf ball has 336
dimples
● The word ‘Strengths’ is the
longest word in the English language with just one vowel
● The movie ‘Wayne’s World’
was filmed in two weeks
● The Amazon rainforest produces half the world’s oxygen
supply
● A group of frogs is called an
army
● A group of rhinos is called
a crash
● A group of kangaroos is called
a mob
● A group of whales is called
a pod
● A group of geese is called a
gaggle
● A group of owls is called a
parliament
● The first sailing boats were
built in Egypt
● Brazil is named after a tree
● Brazil covers 50% of the South
American continent
● Brazil borders every country
in South America except Chile
and Ecuador
● Hilton was the first international hotel chain
●
The brand Nokia is named
after a place in Southern Finland
● Monopoly is the most played
board game in the world
● 96% of candles sold are purchased by women
● White cats with blue eyes are
usually deaf

June
Ju ly
Aug ust
September
October

November
December
Sunday
Monday
Tu e s d a y

“Crossword Puzzle”

We d n e s d a y
Thursday
Fr iday
Sat urday

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Sudoku”

“Try And Find”

Januar y
Fe b r u a r y
March
Apri l
May

SUDOKU

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

TRY AND FIND
M O N T H S & DAYS
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ACROSS
1. Clean between teeth
6. Relating to aircraft
10. Frosts
14. A green fabric mixture
15. Skidded
16. Snack
17. Maxim
18. Found on most beaches
19. Kid
20. Possessions
22. Type of sword
23. European blackbird
24. Take forcibly
25. Nonclerical
29. Try
31. Not outdoors
33. Tall Indian palm
37. An unnaturally frenzied woman
38. Movie house
39. Phonograph record
41. Meal provider
42. Made less in size
44. Stars
45. Affirm
48. Anagram of “Basal”
50. After-bath powder
51. A formal event
56. Modify
57. Beers
58. Fine thread
59. Cocoyam
60. Decay from overripening
61. Panache
62. One who colors cloth
63. Rational
64. Clairvoyants

DOWN
1. Flaccid body fat
2. Prospector’s find
3. Egg-shaped
4. Palm starch
5. Shorthand
6. Helps
7. Bird of prey also called a kite
8. Curl
9. Probabilities
10. Bowels
11. Aquatic South American rodent
12. Glacial ridge
13. They make wool
21. Protected
24. Lit to a higher degree
25. Not stiff
26. Rectal
27. Bright thought
28. Constructor
30. Paving material
32. Cowboy movie
34. South American country
35. Portent
36. Sailors
40. German measles
41. A type of keyboard instrument
43. Lurch
45. Horse
46. A walking stick (Australian)
47. Leave out
49. Bottoms of shoes
51. Taxis
52. Agreeable
53. Small island
54. Winglike
55. Permits

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES
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Attorney General James and District Attorney Katz Take
79 Guns Off the Streets at Queens Gun Buyback
AG James Has Taken More Than
1,000 Firearms Out of Communities Since 2019
New York Attorney General
Letitia James and Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz announced that 79 firearms were
turned in to law enforcement at
a gun buyback event hosted by
their offices and the New York
City Police Department. The gun
buyback comes as New York City
has experienced a sharp increase
in gun violence and sought to
curb this devastation by accepting working and non-working
unloaded firearms — with no
questions asked — in exchange for
compensation. To date, Attorney
General James has taken more
than 1,000 guns out of communities through gun buybacks since
taking office in 2019.
“Gun violence threatens our
communities and puts New Yorkers in harm’s way every day,”
said Attorney General James. “It
is more critical now than ever,
especially during National Gun
Violence Awareness Month, that
we take measures to curb this dev-

astation and protect our neighborhoods and families. My office will
continue to do everything we can
to preserve public safety and ensure safer streets. I thank District
Attorney Katz and our partners in
law enforcement for their crucial
collaboration and support.”
“It is important that we continue
to come together as a community
to reject the idea that this scourge
of gun violence is insurmountable,” said Queens District Attorney Katz. “We must take every

step that we can. Every gun that
we get off the streets is a potential
life saved, a potential tragedy
averted. I want to thank Attorney
General Letitia James and the
NYPD for their partnership and
unwavering commitment to public
safety.”
Since 2013, the Office of the
Attorney General has hosted gun
buyback events throughout New
York state and has successfully
collected more than 3,100 firearms.
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QBP Donovan Richards to Port
Authority of New York & New Jersey:
Extend Jetblue Lease at Jfk Airport

Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards Jr. sent a letter
to Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey (PANYNJ) Executive Director Rick Cotton, asking
PANYNJ to extend JetBlue’s lease
at John F. Kennedy International
Airport.
After visiting JetBlue’s current headquarters in Long Island
City, Borough President Richards

learned a lease extension at JFK
Airport would discourage JetBlue
from abandoning its plans to
move its corporate headquarters
to Florida.
The Borough President writes,
“In discussions, I understand that
JetBlue and their development
partners, JFK Millennial Partners,
has not been extended the same 10
year lease extension agreement
and concessions for their project.
JetBlue Airways wants to maintain their company profile as a low
cost airline, something that might
prove difficult if they are forced to
compete with market rate airlines.
JetBlue Airways is a good corporate citizen, and we want them
to remain an anchor company
in Long Island City. Their Long
Island City employees support
the neighborhood businesses, and
their presence has been an advantage for the Borough and the City
in every conceivable way.”

Meng Joins La Jornada For Unveiling of New Refrigerator
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) joined the food assistance
organization La Jornada for the
unveiling of its new industrial
size refrigerator that is expected to
mainly store milk for some 2,000
children a week.
Meng, joined by other elected
officials, attended the unveiling
today at the New York City Housing Authority’s (NYCHA) Bland
Houses which is where the group
is based.
“La Jornada has worked tirelessly to feed people in Queens,
particularly during the COVID-10
pandemic,” said Meng. “I thank
them for all they do to make sure
that families don’t go hungry, and
this new refrigerator will help the
organization do an even better
job in assisting borough residents
who experience food insecurity,
especially our children.”
According to La Jornada, the
group had not been able to provide
milk until now. The refrigerator
began operating today.

To read GIA online in English and Italian
Visit www.giamondo.com

Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

Pictured (l to r): La Jornada Executive Director Pedro
Rodriguez , Meng, Assembly woman Catalina Cruz
and Queens Borough President Donovan Richards.

Sports And Fitness Programs Start Up at Queens Catholic
School to Get Students Active
The staff and students of St.
Mel’s Early Childhood Center,
including their mascot “Wildcat,”
took part in an energizing sports
and fitness kick-off event in the
school’s playground this morning,
which began with a presentation
of a $5000 check from PHIT
America. This grant will fund an
additional climbing structure to
their existing playground equipment. The school was selected
for the PHIT America grand prize
in their Romero Britto Coloring
Contest from over 3,000 entries.
PHIT America also launched
AMPED (Amplify Education
Through Fitness), a running and
walking fitness program at the
school this morning. Students also
participated in sports lessons as
the school welcomed new sports
curriculum programs, sponsored

Pictured: Amy Barron, Principal of St. Mel’s (center) accepts a $5,000
check from Jim Baugh of PHIT America (right), and joined by Father
Joseph Fonti, Pastor of St. Mel’s Roman Catholic Church (left).

by the United States Tennis Association and the Payne Stewart
Kids Golf Foundation. The stu-

dents received their first golf and
(Continued on page 10)
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Council Member Miller Hosts Family Skate Day as Part of
Annual Family Fun Day Series
Council Member I. Daneek
Miller held a Family Skate Day
last week in partnership with
SkateRobics and the King of
Kings Foundation. SkateRobics
holds weekly skating events in St.
Albans Park on Sunday’s, beginning at 2:00 PM, and partnered
with Council Member Miller to
bring the festivities to Daniel
M. O’Connell Playground on
Tuesday.
The event was part of the annual
“Family Fun Day” series hosted by
Council Member Miller’s office
at local parks around the district
during the summer months. Tuesday’s event featured a live DJ, free
skate rental for children and adults
of all ages, refreshments, masks,
sanitizer, and voter information.
“We have said for the past
eight years that we’re going to
have the healthiest community
in the entire city of New York,”

said Council Member I. Daneek
Miller. “That meant bringing in
healthcare opportunities, healthy
foods, and most of all, finding
creative ways to utilize our open
space to exercise. We saw all different generations represented at
our Skate Day, and were excited

to see so many local families participating. We are grateful for the
partnership with SkateRobics and
King of Kings Foundation, and of
course, everyone who came out
to enjoy the weather and skate
with us!” (Photo by NYC Council
Photographer Emil Cohen).

Congresswoman Grace Meng Endorses David Weprin
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Senator Liu Passes Legislation to
Combat Airplane Noise in NE Queens

B i l l C o d i f i e s “L a G u a r d i a
Perimeter Rule,” Banning Loud,
Low-Flying Long-Range Flights
The New York State Senate
last week passed legislation to
combat the airplane noise that
plagues northeast Queens. NY
State Senate Bill S311, sponsored
by state senator John Liu, bars
nonstop flights to or from points
beyond 1500 miles flying to or
from LaGuardia Airport (except
on Saturdays and flights to Denver, Colorado). This restriction,
known as the “LaGuardia Perimeter Rule,” has been in effect as

a Port Authority rule but recent
expansion and development at the
airport have raised concerns that
the rule would be lifted. Codifying the perimeter rule ensures that
the skies over northeast Queens
are free from the noise caused by
heavier airplanes used for longer
flights, which fly closer to the
ground for longer upon takeoff.
This legislation will protect the
quality of life in northeast Queens
and improve health outcomes for
the community.
Senator Liu said, “Significant
measures must be taken to reduce
airplane noise over Queens, often
so bad that you can’t hear yourself
think. Beyond the disruption to
work, leisure, and sleep, studies
show that continued aircraft noise
can cause health problems such
as cardiovascular disease and
anxiety disorders in the human
body. We advance this legislation
to send a strong message that the
Laguardia perimeter rule is not to
be tinkered with. I will continue
working with Assemblyman Ed
(Continued on page 9)

Assemblyman Braunstein Encourages
Queens Small Businesses to Apply For
Recovery Grant Funding Now

Congresswoman Grace Meng
- the first Asian-American elected
to the House of Representatives
from New York State - endorsed
Assemblymember David Weprin
as her number one ranked-choice
endorsement for New York City
Comptroller in the June 22nd
primary election. Weprin was
endorsed by the New York Daily
News on June 12th.
Meng, a former Assemblymember from her Flushing, Queens
district, was elected to the House
in 2012. She is a highly influential voice, not only in NYC and
in Washington, but around the
country as she served as a vicechair of the Democratic National
Committee, where she focused on
increasing voter turnout in AsianAmerican communities.
“Congresswoman Meng is
not only a friend but a valued
and trusted voice for the people
of Queens and New York City,
and I am honored to have her
endorsement today,” said Weprin.
“With less than a week to go in
our campaign, that trust Grace
has earned over her long career

in public service may push us
over the edge. New Yorkers want
a comptroller who will do the job
that is required - manage the pension fund and ensure our financial
stability. With looming budget
deficits as a result of COVID, the
next comptroller will have a big job
ahead, and I am the only one in the
race with the necessary experience
to do it. And I am thankful that
Grace has recognized that with her
endorsement.”
“I’ve known David Weprin
even before I got my started in
elected office,” said Meng. “He is
a good man who has been a tireless advocate for the people of his
district, the borough, our city, and
our state. He has the background,
temperament, and financial knowledge to be a great comptroller for
the people of New York City and
the thousands of pensioners who
rely on the office to secure their
financial security. I urge all New
Yorkers to vote for David on June
22nd or during early voting.”
Weprin, who has been endorsed
by the New York Daily News, is the
only candidate running for Comp-

troller with the necessary municipal financial experience, having
balanced the City’s budget as Chair
of the City Council’s Finance Committee for eight consecutive years.
He guided the City’s finances
through the post-9/11 recession and
the 2008 recession. Previously in
his public service career, Weprin
served as the Deputy Superintendent of Banks and Secretary of
the Banking Board for New York
State, where he was a watchdog of
nearly $2 trillion, regulating more
than 3,000 financial institutions
and financial service firms in New
York State, including international
banking institutions, mortgage
brokers, and mortgage bankers.
Currently Chair of the New
York State Assembly’s Committee
on Correction, Weprin has championed critical legislation reforming our criminal justice system.
He has authored groundbreaking
legislation including the Adoptee
Bill of Rights and the Religious
Garb Bill and has made standing
up for middle-class New Yorkers a
central theme of his campaign for
Comptroller.

Assemblyman Edward C.
Braunstein (D-Bayside), who
serves as a member of the Assembly’s Working Group on Transitioning N.Y. Economy Toward
COVID-19 Recovery, announced
Thursday that the anticipated Pandemic Small Business Recovery
Grant Program is now open for
applications. Queens small businesses who experienced financial
hardship due to COVID-19 are
invited to apply to the program by

visiting www.nysmallbusinessrecovery.com.
“The heart of New York City’s
economy is our thousands of small
businesses and restaurants, where
owners and their employees have
worked hard to adapt and persevere during the COVID-19 public
health crisis,” said Assemblyman
Edward Braunstein. “As we move
into a new chapter of economic
recovery in our state, I encourage
Queens small and micro-businesses to apply for the Pandemic Small
Business Recovery Grant Program, which will provide needed
relief to the businesses who need
it most as we build back stronger
in the months ahead.”
The $800 million COVID-19
Pandemic Small Business Recovery Grant Program was passed by
the State Legislature as part of the
budget in April. The program will
provide grants to eligible small
businesses and independent arts
and cultural organizations. It will
give priority to small businesses
that did not qualify for federal
(Continued on page 9)
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(June 18 to June 24)
Father’s Day, Summer Solstice,
Gay Pride, and Juneteenth provide
the inspiration for many upcoming
events in Queens. In other spots,
Irish music, Mexican dance, and
Central American healing mix
with film festivals, edible plants,
and forest bathing.
● June 18, Irish Music, 7 pm.
Live Irish music and a special
performance by McManus School
of Irish Dance. This night’s lineup
features Bernadette Fee, Peter
Maguire, Matt Mancuso, and
Cillian Vallely. New York Irish
Center, 10-40 Jackson Ave., LIC.
● June 19, Queens Night Market,
4 pm. Dozens of international
vendors sell everything from
entrées to desserts to drinks on
a rolling basis through October.
Consider Hungarian Goulash,
Indian Tandoori, Persian Crispy
Rice, and Salvadoran Pupusas.
New York Hall of Science Parking
Lot, vicinity of 47th Avenue and
111th Street, Flushing Meadows
Corona Park.
● June 19, Tribeca Festival,
June 20. Tribeca Festival screens
outdoor movies on a 40-foot,
state-of-the-art LED screen with
this schedule: Selma (June 19, 2:30
pm); Just Another Girl on the IRT
(June 19, 5:30 pm); Daughters of
the Dust (June 19, 8 pm); James
and the Giant Peach (June 20, 3
pm); and Love and Basketball
(June 20, 5 pm). Astoria Park,
vicinity of Shore Boulevard and
22nd Drive.
● June 19, Celebrating Juneteenth, 1 pm. Watch three films
that honor the complexity and
beauty of being a Black American:
Miss Juneteenth at 1 pm; Daughters of the Dust at 3:30 pm; and Do
the Right Thing at 6 pm. Museum
of the Moving Image, 36-01 35th
Ave., Astoria’s Kaufman Arts
District.
● June 19, Smells Like Summer
Music Festival, noon. This fifthannual mega-concert features
bands like Ten Ton Mojo, IROC,
Honor Among Thieves, Lay Your
Hands On Me, Phantom Rocket,
Streetlight Circus, Damaged
Goods, and teen guitar virtuoso
Mario Gonzalez. Forest Park
Bandshell, Woodhaven.
● June 19, Cow Goes to the
Opera, 4 pm. Musica Reginae
streams an opera workshop for
young audiences about a curious
cow in the French countryside.
Based on an award-winning children’s book by Amber L. Spradlin
and composed by Queens College
teacher’s Sunny Knable, the plot
follows a cow that’s visited by
several infamous characters from
the world’s most beloved operas.
● June 19, Queens Symphony
Orchestra, 12:30 pm. QSO hosts
percussion for children with audience participation. Frank Principe
Park, vicinity of Borden and Maurice avenues, Maspeth.
● June 19, Juneteenth Ceremony, 4 pm. The unveiling of a
tombstone honoring an inspiring
African-American woman along
with a taped concert and presen-

tation. Maple Grove Cemetery,
127-15 Kew Gardens Rd.
● June 19, Forest Bathing, 1:30
pm. Certified forest therapy guide
Linda Lombardo leads a walk to
reconnect with the natural world.
Wander trails, slow down, and
notice what most of the world
doesn’t. Alley Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 76th Ave.,
Oakland Gardens.
● June 19, Flushing Creek Tour,
11 am. Guardians of Flushing
Bay’s Cody Herrmann leads a
roughly two-mile trek through
Willets Point to Flushing Creek.
Meet at the 7 train’s Mets-Willets
Point station.
● June 19, The Jerry Marino
Band with Jan & Vin, 1 pm. The
Northern Woodside Coalition
and Goliard Concerts present an
afternoon of live music and dance.
Sgt. Collins Park, 34th Avenue
and 58th Street, Woodside.
● June 20, Calpulli Mexican
Dance Company, 2 pm. Celebrate
Mexican culture with the Calpulli
Mexican Dance Company. Make
a costume to take home. King
Manor Museum, 150-03 Jamaica
Ave.
● June 20, Summer Solstice
Walk, 1 pm. Celebrate the upcoming Summer Solstice with a
guided walk led by Jocelyn Perez
who will discuss plant species
found in the park. Alley Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 76th
Ave., Oakland Gardens.
● June 20, Summer Solstice Festival, 2 pm. Celebrate the longest
day of the year – and Fathers Day
– with art, music, and ceremony.
Guests include the all-women
drum ensemble Batalá, and the
Indigenous group Cetiliztli Nauhcampa performing a ceremony
in the Anahuac tradition. Artist
Guadalupe Maravilla closes the
event with a healing sound bath
at sunset. Socrates Sculpture Park,
32-01 Vernon Blvd., LIC.
● June 20, Basket Weaving, 2
pm + 3 pm. Basket weaving lessons with an experienced crafter
on a historic property. Onderdonk
House, 1820 Flushing Ave., Ridgewood.
● June 21, Game Play: Masks
(Part II), 6:30 pm. Museum of
the Moving Image Education’s
Game Artist-in-Residence Sharang Biswas leads a role-playing
trip through a superheroic story.
Players explore fantasy worlds
with a dash of realist drama and
romance.
● June 23, Queens World Film
Festival 2021, July 3. The 11th
annual extravaganza screens
193 films from 33 countries in
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District,
Flushing Meadows Corona Park,
Jackson Heights, and Long Island
City. Plus, the entire schedule
streams on Film Festival Flix.
Categories include animation,
comedy, documentary, LGBTQ,
mystery, narrative, and thriller.
● June 23, Riddim Section: Jenjanm, 7 pm. Jamaica Center for
Arts & Learning streams a night
of Caribbean music, including

Konpa, Zouk, and voodoo jazz.
● June 23, Mid-Summer Edible Plant Stroll, 5:30 pm. Learn
about edible plants on a roughly
two-hour stroll with wild foods
author Marie Viljoen. Alley Pond
Environmental Center, 224-65
76th Ave., Oakland Gardens.
● June 23, Environmental Issues
of the 21st Century, 7 pm. Susan
Golden, a member of Hackensack
Riverkeeper’s board of trustees,
and the Alley Pond Environmental Center present an interactive
discussion on modern society’s
relationship with the natural
world. The retired teacher will
look at water pollution, invasive
species, biodiversity, habitat, and
other themes.
● June 24, The Stonewall Legacy
Project, 7 pm. Queens Theatre
celebrates Pride Month with The
Digital Drag Project, a showcase
of drag shows that were created
during Covid isolation. Wanda
Whatever, Prinx Silver, Vagenesis, Nancy Nogood, Boudoir
LeFleur, and China Moon provide
the talent.
● June 24, Billy Strayhorn:
Something To Live For, 7 pm.
Broadway veteran Darius de Haas,
who starred in “Rent,” “Shuffle
Along,” and “Kiss Of The Spiderwoman,” does such Strayhorn
classics at “Take The A Train,”
“Day Dream,” and “Something
To Live For” as part of a Flushing
Town Hall Pride Month celebration. One of Duke Ellington’s
greatest collaborators, Strayhorn
was also an openly gay African
American man at a time when homosexuality was taboo, especially
in the Jazz World.
● June 24, Monsoon Wedding,
8 pm. The season’s final drivein movie is Mira Nair’s vibrant
Indian wedding portrayal that
captures the chaos, love, and
conflict of family gatherings. New
York Hall of Science Parking Lot,
47-01 111th St., Flushing Meadows
Corona Park.
● June 24, Irish American in
Song and on Fiddle with Liz
Hanley, 7 pm. In this Kupferberg
Center for the Arts presentation,
Hanley explores the connection between her Irish roots and
American home through song and
fiddle, highlighting how the voice
works as an instrument and how
she incorporates fiddle accompaniment to songs.
● June 24, Literary Thursdays,
4 pm. Queens Public Library
streams a talk with Sasha Issenberg about “The Engagement: America’s Quarter-Century
Struggle Over Same-Sex Marriage,” a book that begins in 1990,
when three same-sex couples
in Hawaii apply for marriage
licenses, and runs to 2015, when
the Supreme Court rules that
state bans on gay marriage were
unconstitutional.
● June 24, Art on the Farm: Pen,
Ink & Watercolors, July 15. Local artist Denis Ponsot provides
(Continued on page 9)

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470
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Meng Transportation & Infrastructure Projects For Queens
Included in Key Congressional Funding Bill; Legislation
Expected to Soon be Passed by The House
Congresswoman’s items consist
of nearly $20 million for Forest
Hills LIRR, local vehicle charging stations, and median replacements in the borough
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) secured nearly $20 million in a key transportation and
infrastructure bill to upgrade
the Forest Hills Long Island Rail
Road (LIRR) station, create vehicle charging stations in Flushing
and Bayside, and replace medians
in Oakland Gardens that are in
need of repair.
The funding was included in
the INVEST in America Act, a
transformative five-year, $547
billion surface transportation
reauthorization bill. The measure
is expected to be passed later this
afternoon by the House Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I)
Committee. It is then expected to
soon be passed by the full House
of Representatives.
Under the project for the Forest Hills LIRR station, nearly
$17 million ($16,910,000) would
be used to address repair needs
including the replacement of deteriorated platforms. The project
would also provide those with
disabilities full access to the station, making it compliant with
the Americans with Disabilities
Act. These accessibility improvements include new elevators and
an extension of the platform
length to 12 cars, along with other
station upgrades. The Forest Hills
LIRR station is located at 71st

Avenue and Austin Street.
Funding for the vehicle charging stations includes $734,400
for a Level 2 Electric Charging Network in New York City
Department of Transportation
(NYC DOT) Municipal Parking
Facilities. Specifically, the money
would be used to install electric
vehicle charging stations in three
municipal parking lots:
• Flushing #2 Parking field at
135-23 39th Avenue in Flushing
•
Flushing #4 Parking field
at 134 Northern Boulevard in
Flushing
• Bayside Parking field at 214-32
41st Avenue in Bayside
The level 2 chargers provide
about 7kW of power per hour.
This would add about 25 miles of
range to a typical sedan for each
hour it is plugged in.
Under the median restoration
initiative in Oakland Gardens,
$2,355,200 would be provided
to restore the center medians
on Union Turnpike from Hollis
Court Boulevard to 226th Street
to a state of good repair. The
current medians are in disrepair
and need to be reconstructed. The
project will also make accessibility and geometric improvements
where needed.
“Queens must not be forgotten
about as we invest in our infrastructure,” said Meng “Restoring
and expanding our borough’s
transportation system is critical
to meeting the growing needs
of Queens, and these projects
would improve the safety of local

residents while making it easier
and more convenient to travel.
They would also st reng then
economic growth, save money,
and enhance quality of life for
many constituents. I’m thrilled
that I was able to secure funding
for these crucial initiatives in the
INVEST in America Act, and I
look forward to the legislation
being approved by the House in
the coming weeks.”
This spring, the T&I Committee provided the opportunity for
members of Congress to submit
highway or transit project requests for their districts in the
surface transportation reauthorization bill. This process allowed
Congressmembers to work with
local governments, transit agencies, or state departments of
transportation to identify and
put forward high-impact local
infrastructure projects.
In order to request funding,
Meng and other members of
Congress had to adhere to limited
options. All projects needed to
already be planned and budgeted
for by the city or state. Projects
were also required to be submitted within a short timeframe, and
the only qualified projects were
those eligible under Title 23 of
the U.S. Code which includes
transportation planning, capital
improvement projects, and highway trust fund initiatives. Essentially, the goal of the funding
is to help give viable projects the
money they need to get across the
finish line.

Schumer, Gillibrand Announce Legislation to Put an End to
Unsolicited Robocalls
Billions of Illegal Robocalls
Target Older Americans and Put
Consumers At Risk Annually;
Consumers Lose Approximately
$40 Billion a Year Through Telemarketing Fraud
U.S. Majority Leader Charles E.
Schumer and Senator Kirsten Gillibrand joined Senate colleagues in
calling for legislation to enhance
penalties for automated and illegal phone calls wreaking havoc
on consumers nationwide. The
Deter Obnoxious, Nefarious, and
Outrageous Telephone (DO NOT)
Call Act would increase penalties
for individuals and companies
intentionally preying on consumers through unsolicited and illegal
robocalls.
“From every corner of New York
there is one thing everyone can
agree upon, and that is the enduring
hope that the robocalls stop,” said
Senator Schumer. “Americans are
desperate to ‘hang up the phone’
and the DO NOT Call Act is the
antidote we need to cut the cord
on ‘spoofing’ scams that target
especially elderly New Yorkers.
Whether it’s the landline or cell,
no one should be scared to pick up
the phone, and I will fight tooth and

nail to ensure that New Yorkers can
have some peace and quiet from
the incessant ringing of robocalls.”
“Robocalls are surging nationwide as advancements in technology have made it easier for
scammers to prey on vulnerable
New Yorkers with little to no consequence. Not only is this harmful
to consumers, but frankly, we don’t
have time for the nuisance and deception,” said Senator Gillibrand.
“This vital piece of legislation will
give the FCC the tools needed to
combat scammers who grossly
violate the Telephone Consumer
Protection Act and, all too often,
target and defraud senior Americans. I am a fierce advocate of the
DO NOT Call Act, and will do
everything I can to put sensible
protections in place and put an end
to unsolicited robocalls.”
According to YouMail, nearly 4.5 billion robocalls targeted
Americans in April of 2021 alone.
Of those calls, 229,042,000 took
place in New York State, making
it the fifth most-called state in the
nation. Consumers lose approximately $40 billion a year through
telemarketing fraud. The Deter
Obnoxious, Nefarious, and Outrageous Telephone (DO NOT) Call
Act would:

•
Clarify violations under the
Telephone Consumer Protection
Act (TCPA), which outlaws robocalls;
• Allow prison terms of up to one
year for willfully and knowingly
violating the TCPA;
• Allow prison terms of up to
three years for aggravated violations of the TCPA;
• Double the maximum penalties under the TCPA for falsifying
caller ID, from $10,000 to $20,000.
Senator Gillibrand has been a
strong advocate of increasing protections for New York consumers.
In addition to cosponsoring the DO
NOT Call Act in the 116th Congress, Senator Gillibrand was a cosponsor of the Telephone Robocall
Abuse Criminal Enforcement and
Deterrence (TRACED) Act, which
was signed into law in 2019. For
more information and official FCC
guidance on the TRACED Act
program, click here. Additionally,
Senator Gillibrand championed
the bipartisan Senior Financial
Empowerment Act to ensure that
older Americans and caregivers
have access to critical information
and protections regarding financial
abuse, and establish a national hotline to advise seniors on reporting
fraud.
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Senator Liu Passes Legislation to
Combat Airplane Noise in NE Queens
(Continued from page 7)
Braunstein to ensure its full passage into law.”
Warren Schreiber, Co-Chair of
New York Community Aviation
Roundtable said, “The New York
Community Aviation Roundtable
(NYCAR) welcomes New York
State making the LGA Airport
Perimeter Rule permanent. Codifying the Perimeter Rule will
improve the quality of life for
residents living under a f light
path. Long-distance flights would
require heavier planes flying at a
lower altitude and would increase
airplane noise over residential
areas. A big thank you to Senator
John Liu and Assemblyman Ed
Braunstein for taking the lead on
this issue.”
Jena Lanzetta, President of
Northwest Bayside Civic Association said, “I fully support
the Perimeter Rule remaining in
effect, and thank Sen. Liu and
Assemblyman Braunstein for
their leadership on this issue. We
must take all measures of noise
mitigation quite seriously, to bring

quality of life back to those living
under a flight path. Noise caused
by loud low flying airplanes, and
jet fuel pollution, are a detriment
to public health, and would only
be exacerbated by even lower
flying, larger, heavier aircraft.
The Perimeter Rule must remain
in tact. It is time the FAA stops
putting airline profits over people
on the ground.”
Maria Becce said, “As a homeowner living under a noise corridor created by flights departing
LaGuardia flying over northeast
Queens, this is most welcome
news from Senator John. It is
another significant step to alleviate the fears of further increasing
intolerable aircraft noise. Senator Liu and our elected officials
understand that aircraft noise is
not an annoyance, but rather a national health problem. Thank you
to Senator Liu, Assemblymember
Braunstein and our federal and
city electeds for working tirelessly
with the LGA Committee/NYCAR seeking equitable solutions
to excessive aircraft noise. As a
homeowner, I am most grateful.”

Assemblyman Braunstein Encourages
Queens Small Businesses to Apply For
Recovery Grant Funding Now
(Continued from page 7)
assistance or did not receive sufficient federal assistance, as well
as microbusinesses, minority and
women-owned business enterprises (MWBE), service-disabled
veteran-owned businesses and
veteran-owned businesses.
Businesses can apply for grants
from $5,000 to up to $50,000.
The grant must be used for COVID-19 related losses or expenses
incurred between March 1, 2020
and April 1, 2021. These expenses
include:
• Payroll costs
•
Commercial rent or mortgage payments for NYS-based

property (may not be used for
pre-payments)
• Payment of local property or
school taxes associated with a
small business location in NYS
• Insurance costs
• Utility costs
• Costs of personal protection
equipment (PPE) necessary to
protect worker and consumer
health and safety
Grant awards will be calculated based on a business’s annual
gross receipts for 2019.
The program will last until the
funding is exhausted. A full list
of eligibility requirements can be
found at www.nysmallbusinessrecovery.com.

Senator Liu Commends Robust Parent
Participation in Community And
Citywide Education Council Elections
(Continued from page 4)
2013 to more effectively advocate
for the role of parent leaders in
school governance, and to tackle
the common systemic issues that
affect every council. The ECC is
a collective of unpaid parents and
community members who cur-

(Continued from page 8)
guidance and live tips, tricks, and
techniques as students experiment
in watercolor, pen, and ink with
the farm landscape as inspiration. Classes are weekly at 10 am
on four consecutive Thursdays.
Queens County Farm Museum,

rently serve or have once served
on Citywide and Community Education Councils(CCECs). They
have members from all 36 Councils and represent public school
students, including children who
are receiving special education
services and those who are English Language Learners.

73-50 Little Neck Pkwy., Glen
Oaks.
● June 24 Michael Patrick’s Ring
of Fire Band, 7 pm. The Central
Astoria Local Development Coalition presents this Johnny Cash
tribute band. Astoria Park’s Great
Lawn, enter on 19th Street and
23rd Avenue.
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QBP Richards Launches Immigrant Welcome Center Meng Transportation And Infrastructure Projects
For Queens Included in Key Congressional
at Queens Borough Hall
Funding Bill; Legislation Expected to Soon be
first of its kind in the State of tional place that residents
(Continued from page 4)
Passed by The House
New York, and amongst only from across the world call
“I commend Borough
President Richards for creating this critical hub for immigrant families in Queens. As
the daughter of immigrants
from our borough, I know
firsthand how crucial it is to
provide needed resources to
our local immigrant communities, and Borough Hall’s
new Immigrant Welcome
Center is a needed investment in things such as legal
assistance and referrals to
community-based organizations and city services,”
said Congresswoman Grace
Meng. “We must do all we
can to empower immigrants
and help them thrive. I’m
proud to help do that on the
federal level, and pleased
that these resources are being
provided locally here in our
borough.”
“The Immigrant Welcome
Center will provide a reliable
portal to necessary services
in a trusted location- our
beloved Queens Borough
Hall,” said Queens District
Attorney Melinda Katz. “As
District Attorney, I know
how important it is for our
diverse, immigrant communities to have the information and services they
need. That’s why we have
an Immigration Specialist
to help immigrants navigate
successfully through the
system. We commend the
Borough President’s office
for amplifying our shared
value: the diversity of Queens
is its strength.”
“Queens is indisputably
the Borough of Immigrants,
and their important cultural
contributions to our neighborhoods create a vibrancy
and depth that cannot be
found anywhere else in the
world. However, their assimilation into life in a new
country does not come without challenges,” said Assemblywoman CATALINA
CRUZ. “The Immigrant
Welcome Center at Queens
Borough Hall will be the

a handful nationwide. I am
honored and thrilled to join
Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards on this
initiative, and I applaud him
for his bold dedication and
vision for the immigrants of
our great Borough.”
“Queens is a Borough of
Immigrants whose cultural
contributions create a vibrancy and depth that cannot
be found anywhere else in the
world. Their assimilation into
a new country does not come
without challenges,” said
Councilman James Gennaro.
I am happy to join Borough
President Richards in encouraging the public to take
advantage of these services
and applaud him for his bold
dedication and vision for
the immigrants of our great
Borough.”
“I am very happy to hear
that there will be an Immigrant Welcome Center for the
entire borough of Queens,”
said Councilmember Daniel
Dromm. This is major step
forward for our community
to receive services by collaborating with well-rounded
organizations to easily find
assistance, education and
emergency relief. A center
like this will bring transparency, better data and research
on immigrant groups and collective sense of community.”
“As the World’s Borough,
Queens has always been a
welcoming home for immigrants, who need access to
comprehensive, culturallycompetent services,” said
Councilmember Adrienne
Adams. “The new Immigrant
Welcome Center at Queens
Borough Hall is a significant
milestone and will have a big
impact on our immigrant
communities. I thank Queens
Borough President Donovan
Richards Jr. for opening this
new centralized hub for all
Queens families!”
“In a nation of immigrants,
in a city of immigrants,
Queens is a truly interna-

home,” said Councilmember
Barry Grodenchik. “Queens
Borough President Donovan
Richards Jr.’s new immigrant
welcome center will provide
a range of critical services
in a centralized location,
and I know that the people
of Queens will benefit immensely.”
“Culturally competent
immigration assistance is
among the most in-demand
constit uent ser vices in
Queens. An Immigrant Welcome Center will give new
immigrants a one-stop shop
for all their legal assistance,
referral and advice needs,”
said Councilmember Peter
Koo. I am happy to join
Borough President Richards
in encouraging the public
to take advantage of these
services.”
“In the world’s most
diverse borough, it’s crucial
that we have culturally sensitive resources and support for
the immigrant community.
We’ve strived to provide resources in our district office
through our partnership with
CUNY Citizenship Now, and
are excited at the prospect
of having another resource
in our toolbox to refer constituents in need of assistance,” said Councilmember
I. Daneek Miller. “I thank
Borough President Richards
and his team for spearheading this new initiative in
partnership with some the
city’s best community based
organizations.”
“As the daughter of immigrants who emigrated to
Queens, I’m excited to see
the new Immigrant Welcome
Center transform our community,” said Councilmember Selvena Brooks-Powers.
“Queens is one of the most
diverse, inclusive places in
the world. And, now whether
a longtime resident or new to
the borough, our neighbors
can connect to vital services
and resources at the Welcome
Center.”

Pheffer Amato & Addabbo Applaud Passage of
Jamaica Bay Borrow Pits Bill in Assembly & Senate
A s se mbly wom a n
Stacey Pheffer Amato (DSouth Queens) announced
that her bill (A.453/S.2205),
which would increase the
standard of materials placed
into Jamaica Bay’s borrow
pits, has passed both the Assembly and the Senate. This
bill would alter the criteria for
filling the Jamaica Bay borrow pits in order to comply
with criteria set by the federal
government for ocean dumping. Senator Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr sponsored the bill in
the New York State Senate.
“The priority and necessity
of this bill is clear - my colleagues in the Assembly and
the Senate see the value of
this bill, and the importance

of protecting our environment,” Pheffer Amato said.
“Both houses have passed
this bill for three sessions
in a row, only for Governor
Cuomo to veto it. It’s more
important than ever to invest
in Jamaica Bay and ensure
that our standards are up to
the highest standards, and we
can never turn back. I want to
thank Senator Addabbo for
his partnership on this legislation, and to the Jamaica Bay
Ecowatchers and numerous
civic leaders and organizations for their advocacy.”
“In recent years, Jamaica
Bay has seen a resurgence
of marine wildlife due to
cleaner and healthier waters. However, our efforts to

protect the bay is not over,”
Add abbo said. “Bill
S.2205/A.453 seeks to further protect Jamaica Bay by
strengthening the protections of the bay’s waters with
stricter restrictions on what
kind of materials are allowed
to be used to fill the borrow
pits. We hope to see this bill
pass so future generations
can benefit from this vital
waterway. I want to thank
The Jamaica Bay Ecowatchers and community leaders
for working on this issue and
Assemblywoman Pheffer
Amato for sponsoring this
bill successfully in the Assembly. We hope Governor
Cuomo will sign this important bill into law.”

Congresswoman’s items
consist of nearly $20 million for Forest Hills LIRR,
local vehicle charging stations, and median replacements in the borough

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng
(D-Queens) secured nearly
$20 million in a key transportation and infrastructure
bill to upgrade the Forest
Hills Long Island Rail Road
(LIRR) station, create vehicle charging stations in
Flushing and Bayside, and
replace medians in Oakland
Gardens that are in need of
repair.
The funding was included
in the INVEST in America
Act, a transformative fiveyear, $547 billion surface
transportation reauthorization bill. The measure is
expected to be passed later
this afternoon by the House
Transportation and Infrastructure (T&I) Committee.
It is then expected to soon
be passed by the full House
of Representatives.
Under the project for
the Forest Hills LIRR station, nearly $17 million
($16,910,000) would be
used to address repair needs
including the replacement
of deteriorated platforms.
The project would also
provide those with disabilities full access to the
station, making it compliant
with the Americans with
Disabilities Act. These accessibility improvements
include new elevators and
an extension of the platform
length to 12 cars, along with
other station upgrades. The
Forest Hills LIRR station is
located at 71st Avenue and

Austin Street.
Funding for the vehicle
charging stations includes
$734,400 for a Level 2 Electric Charging Network in
New York City Department
of Transportation (NYC
DOT) Municipal Parking
Facilities. Specif ically,
the money would be used
to install electric vehicle
charging stations in three
municipal parking lots:
•
Flushing #2 Parking
field at 135-23 39th Avenue
in Flushing
•
Flushing #4 Parking
field at 134 Northern Boulevard in Flushing
•
Bayside Parking field
at 214-32 41st Avenue in
Bayside
The level 2 chargers provide about 7kW of power
per hour. This would add
about 25 miles of range to a
typical sedan for each hour
it is plugged in.
Under the median restoration initiative in Oakland
Gardens, $2,355,200 would
be provided to restore the
center medians on Union
Turnpike from Hollis Court
Boulevard to 226th Street
to a state of good repair.
The current medians are
in disrepair and need to be
reconstructed. The project
will also make accessibility
and geometric improvements where needed.
“Queens must not be
forgotten about as we invest in our infrastructure,”
said Meng “Restoring and
expanding our borough’s
transportation system is
cr itical to meeting the
growing needs of Queens,
and these projects would
improve the safety of local

residents while making it
easier and more convenient to travel. They would
also strengthen economic
growth, save money, and
enhance quality of life for
many constit uents. I’m
thrilled that I was able to
secure funding for these
crucial initiatives in the
INVEST in America Act,
and I look forward to the
legislation being approved
by the House in the coming
weeks.”
This spring, the T&I
Committee provided the
opportunity for members
of Congress to submit highway or transit project requests for their districts in
the surface transportation
reauthorization bill. This
process allowed Congressmembers to work with local
governments, transit agencies, or state departments
of transportation to identify and put forward highimpact local infrastructure
projects.
In order to request
funding, Meng and other
members of Congress had
to adhere to limited options.
All projects needed to already be planned and budgeted for by the city or state.
Projects were also required
to be submitted within a
short timeframe, and the
only qualified projects were
those eligible under Title 23
of the U.S. Code which includes transportation planning, capital improvement
projects, and highway trust
fund initiatives. Essentially,
the goal of the funding is
to help give viable projects
the money they need to get
across the finish line.

Sports And Fitness Programs Start Up at Queens
Catholic School to Get Students Active
(Continued from page 6)

tennis lessons from instructors this morning, as well as
running and walking on the
school’s playground track.
St. Mel’s Principal Amy
Barron was joined by Jim
Baugh, the founder of PHIT
A mer ica, Neil Thak ur,
United States Tennis Association’s Eastern Section
Community Coordinator,
and Father Joseph Fonti,
Pastor of St. Mel’s Roman
Catholic Church.
“PHIT America is so
proud to expand St. Mel’s
effort to improve the physical and mental health of
their children. By winning
the PHIT America Romero
Britto Coloring Contest, we
are donating $5000 in playground equipment and giving St. Mel’s new fitness and

sports programs, AMPED,
PLAY TENNIS and PLAY
GOLF. The United States
Tennis Association and the
Payne Stewart Kids Golf
Foundation are partnering
with us as well. Our goal is
to get these kids more active,
healthier and learn lifetime
sports,” said Jim Baugh,
founder of PHIT America.
“Our charity is fighting the
‘Inactivity Pandemic’ which
is hurting our children. Over
90% of all kids are not active
to CDC physical activity
standards. PHIT America
has already helped over
1000 schools and 600,000
children become more physically active and healthier,”
continued Jim Baugh.
“It is time to get our kids
up and moving, and thanks
to PHIT America and their
partners, we can make this

happen. When kids are up
and moving, blood f low
to the brain is increased,
which improves learning,
memory, and critical thinking. Studies show a positive
correlation between high
physical activity levels and
academic achievement in
children. In addition, physical activity reduces stress
levels in our kids, keeping
them healthy, physically and
mentally strong and happy,”
said Amy Barron, Principal
of St. Mel’s Early Childhood
Center.
According to PHIT America, UNICEF has ranked
United States children last
in physical health out of
38 countries. The British
Journal of Sports Medicine
has U.S. kids ranked 47th
out of 50 developed nations
in fitness.
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LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of Locks
Done Right LLC. Articles of Org.
filed with the Secretary of State
of New York (SSNY) on 3/8/2021.
Office located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to:
40-45 Elbertson Street, 145
Elmhurst, NY 11373. Purpose:
Any lawful activity or purpose.
5/20,6/3,10,17&24/2021

Notice of Formation of KIKA AU
NATURAL L.L.C. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/17/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 1967 Wehrle Drive, Suite
1 #086, Buffalo, NY 14221.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021

Notice of Formation of QUEEN
LEAF LLC Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/26/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, P.O. Box
300374, Jamaica, NY 11430.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021

Notice of Formation of GT
Home Realty LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/26/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 144- 66 29th
Avenue, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021

Notice of formation of 108
C O RO N A G A R D EN L LC
A r ticles of Organization.
Filed with the Secretary of
State of New York SSNY on
04/16/2021. Office located
in Queens. SSNY has been
designated for ser vice
of process. SSNY Shall
mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to
108- 67 ROOSEVELT AVE
C O R O N A , N Y 11 3 6 8 .
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
HANDMADE NEW YORK
CLOTHING, LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 05/26/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 115-56
147 Street, Jamaica, NY 11436.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021

State of New York, bounded
and described as follows:
BEGINNING at a point on the
easterly side of Beach 64th
Street (formerly known as
Amerman Avenue 60 feet wide)
distant 557.00 feet northerly
from the corner formed by the
intersection of the northerly side
of Thursby Avenue (formerly
known as Morris Avenue) (50
feet wide) with the easterly side
of Beach 64th Street;
RUNNING THENCE northerly
along the easterly side of
Beach 64th Street, 34.50 feet;
THENCE easterly at right
angles to the easterly side of
Beach 64th Street and part of
the distance through a party
wall 100 feet;
THENCE southerly parallel with
the easterly side of Beach 64th
Street, 34.50 feet;
THENCE westerly again at
right angles to the easterly side
of Beach 64th Street 100 feet
to the easterly side of Beach
64th Street the point or place
of BEGINNING.
Subject to easements,
covenants, and restriction of
record.
These premises are also
known as 552 Beach 64th
Street, Arverne, NY 11692.
WOODS OVIATT GILMAN LLP
Attorney for Plaintiff
500 Bausch & Lomb Place
Rochester, NY 14604
5/27,6/3,10&17/2021

ROCK BEACH PROPERTIES,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 06/02/21. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, 1662 Sheepshead Bay
Road, Brooklyn, NY 11235.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021

Notice of Formation of TROUP
REALTY LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/29/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 8 0 -19 6 4th
Lane, Glendale, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021

STATE OF NEW YORK
SUPREME COURT COUNTY
OF QUEENS
SUPPLEMENTAL SUMMONS
Index No. 714598/2017
WELLS FARGO BANK, N.A
Plaintiff,
v.
ST. CLAIR JACKSON, REGINA
JACKSON, CRIMINAL
COURT OF THE CITY OF
NEW YORK, SOUTH NASSAU
COMMUNITIES HOSPITAL,
N E W YO R K S TAT E
DEPARTMENT OF TAXATION
AND FINANCE, CIT Y OF
NEW YORK DEPARTMENT
O F T R A N S P O R TAT I O N
PA R K I N G V I O L AT I O N S
BUREAU, CIT Y OF NEW
YORK ENVIRONMENTAL
CONTROL BOARD, BETTY
FOX,
and JOHN DOE,
Defendants.
To t h e a b o v e n a m e d
Defendants:
You are hereby summoned
to answer the complaint in
this action and to serve a
copy of your answer, or if the
complaint is not served with
this summons, to serve a
notice of appearance on the
Plaintiff’s attorneys within thirty
days after the service of this
summons, exclusive of the day
of service, and in case of your
failure to appear or answer,
judgment will be taken against
you by default for the relief
demanded in the complaint.
N OT I C E YO U A R E I N
DANGER OF LOSING YOUR
HOME
If you do not respond to this
summons and complaint by
serving a copy of the answer on
the attorney for the mortgage
c o m p a ny w h o f i l e d t h i s
foreclosure proceeding against
you and filing the answer with
the court, a default judgment
may be entered and you can
lose your home.
Speak to an attorney or go
to the court where your case is
pending for further information
on how to answer the summons
and protect your property.
Sending a payment to your
mortgage company will not stop
this foreclosure action.
YOU MUST RESPOND
BY SERVING A COPY OF
T H E A N SW ER O N T H E
AT T O R N E Y F O R T H E
PL AINTIFF (MORTGAGE
COMPANY) AND FILING THE
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
This is an attempt to collect
a debt and any information
obtained will be used for that
purpose.
The foregoing summons is
served upon you by publication
pursuant to an Order of
Honorable David Elliot, Justice
of the Supreme Court of the
State of New York, signed
the 5th day of May, 2021 at
Jamaica, New York.
The object of this action is to
foreclose a mortgage on the
following property:
Tax I.D. No. BLOCK 16030
LOT 24
ALL that certain plot, piece
or parcel of land, with the
buildings and improvements
thereon erected, situate, lying
and being in the Borough and
County of Queens, City and

Notice of Formation of 162-23
91 Realty LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/26/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 101-42 99th
Street, Ozone Park, NY 11416.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021
Lakehorse Holdings LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 4/20/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against may
be served & shall mail process
to Anthony E. Colao, 10-40
Borden Ave., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021
Notice of Formation of GALACY LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 06/08/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The LLC,
248-25 Northern Blvd, Ste 1
J-486, Little Neck, NY 11362.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021
ACDC HOLDINGS LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 05/19/21. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 85-39 Wareham
Place, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
CHICBYTHELAYERS LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
01/22/2018. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
d e s i g n ate d as a g e nt of
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 139-41 231st
Street, Laurelton, NY 11413.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021
METRO ENERGY BR
M E M B E R L LC , A r t s . o f
Org. filed with the SSNY
on 05/19/2020. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process
to: Muss Development LLC,
A t t n: L o r i M i s h a l i , 118 3 5 Q ueens B lvd, Forest
Hills, NY 11375. Purpose:
Any Lawful Purpose.
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021
Notice of formation of limited
liability company (LLC). Name:
MONEY MUSIC HITS, LLC.
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State
of New York on 03/31/2021.
NY office location: Queens
Count y. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. The post
office address to which the
SSNY shall mail a copy of
any process against the LLC
served upon him/her is Money
Music Hits, LLC 115-36 Bedell
Street, Basement Jamaica,
NY 11434. Purpose/character
of LLC: Any Lawful Purpose.
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021

Notice of Formation of 6435 Realty LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/26/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 101-42 99th
Street, Ozone Park, NY 11416.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/13,20,27,6/3,10&17/2021
Notice of Qualification
of GENTING OR ANGE
COUNTY LLC Appl. for Auth.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 05/06/21. Office
location: Queens County.
LLC formed in Delaware (DE)
on 12/23/13. Princ. office
of LLC: 100-00 Rockaway
Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11420.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to c/o Corporation Service
Co., 80 State St., Albany,
NY 12207-2543. DE addr.
of LLC: 251 Little Falls Dr.,
Wilmington, DE 19808-1674.
Cer t. of For m. f iled with
Jeffrey W. Bullock - Secy.
of State, DE, 401 Federal
S t . , D o v e r, D E 1 9 9 0 1.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
5/20,27,6/3,10,17&24/2021
Notice of Formation of STC
BUI LDI N G G RO U P LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
04/08/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 36 -31 32nd
Street, Astoria, NY 11106.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021
Notice of Formation of OGUN
LOGISTICS, LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/20/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 118-16 91st Avenue,
B3, Richmond Hill, NY 11418.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021
Notice of Formation of WG
Square Management LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 5/11/21. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 20-07 127th
St, College Point, NY 11356.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
MONERO TALK LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 04/26/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 144-32 78th Avenue,
Apt. 2F, Flushing, NY 11367.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021

Notice of Formation of TROUP
REALTY LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 04/29/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: The LLC, 80-19
64th Lane, Glendale, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
B P D “ B U S H PAY R O L L
DEVELOPMENTS” LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 10/29/2019.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 115-24 175th
Street, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021
6 Kerry Lane LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 4/21/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Helena Kerry Patilla,
463 West St., B333, New York,
NY 10014. General Purpose.
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021

M&T Goods LLC filed with
Queens Count y Clerk on
5/14/21. Legalinc designated
as agent for process and
shall mail c opy to: 19 67
Wherle Drive, Suite 1
#806, Buffalo, NY 14221.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021

Notice of Formation of HIGHER
VIBERATIONS LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 03/12/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The LLC,
44-19 Rockaway Beach Blvd.,
4A, Far Rockaway, NY 11691.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021

Notice of formation of The
Artist’s Terrace LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on May 18, 2021.
Office located in Queens.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC, POB
750605, Forest Hills, NY 11475.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021

Notice of Formation of VISTA
FLIGHT TRAVEL LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 06/08/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 31-31 92nd Street,
East Elmhurst, NY 11369.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021

Notice of Formation of
JAYANDER FITNESS LLC Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 05/10/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 117-21 200th
Street, St. Albans, NY 11412.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021

SHAHANA Z’S MOM LLC,
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 06/15/2021. Office
loc: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to:
Kamal Uddin, 31 45 Crescent
Street, Apt 7C, Long Island
City, NY 11106. Purpose:
Any Lawful Purpose.
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021
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Jamaica Merchants Business
Improvement Program

Queens District Attorney
Melinda Katz was joined by the
103rd Police Precinct, Council
Member Adrienne Adams, and
members of the Jamaica business
community to announce the creation of The Jamaica Merchants
Business Improvement Program
- a new initiative to help merchants
thwart unwanted, disruptive behavior inside, and in front of,
public shops and small businesses
in Jamaica, Queens.

Our store owners and shopkeepers have been greatly impacted
by the coronavirus pandemic.
We want to do everything we
can to help them make a strong
comeback, and to provide a safe
space for their staff and patrons.
This program provides an equitable way of addressing longstanding concerns of the local
community to ensure that families
feel safe patronizing stores and
restaurants.

Rent a Jet Ski in Rockaway And Zoom
Around NYC Waterways

Yes, Rockaway Beach has
great surfing, swimming, tanning,
Cornhole games, people-watching, and even whale-watching.
But let’s not forget what’s on the
peninsula’s other side — Jamaica
Bay — where water sports are
alive and kicking.
Located on the docks of Thai
Rock, a restaurant with waterfront
dining and an entrance at 375
Beach 92nd St., Rockaway Jet
Ski rents Yamaha Wave Runners
(VX and V1), kayaks, and standup paddleboards. Enthusiasts can
take these crafts for multi-hour
cruises to such far away spots as
Coney Island (hot dogs!) and NYC
Harbor (Statute of Liberty!). They
can also zoom around Jamaica
Bay, which is home to several doz-

en bird species and nature spots
such as the Brant Point and Dubos
Point wildlife sanctuaries.
Prices vary. The business operates from 11 am to 7 pm until
mid-September.
There’s bonus fun as Thai Rock,
which features an outdoor patio
overlooking Jamaica Bay, offers
a perfect end to the journey. The
menu is mostly Thailand-inspired
cuisine with a lot of coconut,
curry, and peanut flavors. Signature drinks include the popular
Ginger Mojito.
Plus, Thai Rock hosts live music
on weekend nights. The concerts
were “Covid-cancelled” last summer, but they’re back and rocking.
For more information, call
718.318.0111.
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