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Roslyn Baws Funt  
Celebrates 76th Birthday

     At the 76th Birthday of Roslyn 
Baws Funt who had a very in-
teresting life: A Queens College 
Graduate, attended Graduate 
School at Univ. of Southern Cali-
fornia in FILM whose classmates 
included George Lucas; worked at 
Bing Crosby Productions; Produc-
tion Assistant for “The Beautiful 
Phyllis Diller” show; Co-authored 
book to Rock Musical “Alison”; 
work for Joshua Tree Productions 
(David Funt); formed Suntree 
Productions w/Funt; Produced 
films, filmstrips and then onto 
video – mostly for Corporate 
clients (Avon, IBM, American Ex-

press); Built video studio; formed 
the Maron/Funt Organization) to 
produce make-up seminars for 
Shaklee Corp.; started Michael 
Maron makeup line, produc-
ing infomercials to sell product; 
married in 1989 and moved our 
operation to the Hamptons; Da-
vid and I opened a restaurant and 
retired and learned to love golf. 
Pictured above at birthday party is 
(l to r) Sheila Gluck, Co-Founder, 
Mission: Renaissance Fine Art 
Classes; 76 year young Birthday 
girl Roslyn Baws Funt and Peter 
Gluck--President, AppVentures, 
Inc. DBA MyChamberApp®.

Assemblyman Braunstein Announces Winners of  
Northeast Queens Student Mother’s Day Essay Contest

Pictured above: (Clockwise, from top left) Winners Zoe Olivia 
Chi, Sohana Singh, Evan Lianos and Luana Restrepo. 

     Assemblyman Edward C. 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) is proud 
to announce the winners of his an-
nual Mother’s Day Essay & Poetry 
Contest for students in grades two 
through five:
•    2nd grade: Zoe Olivia Chi, who 
attends P.S. 31Q in Bayside
•    3rd grade: Sohana Singh, PS 
115Q in Glen Oaks
•    4th grade: Luana Restrepo, P.S. 
221Q in Little Neck
•    5th grade: Evan Lianos, Wil-
liam Spyropoulos Greek-Ameri-
can Day School in Flushing
     “Thank you to the over 200 
students from schools throughout 
Northeast Queens who partici-
pated in my office’s Mother’s Day 
Essay and Poetry Contest,” said 
Assemblyman Edward Braun-
stein. “Zoe, Sohana, Luana and 
Evan each submitted creative, 
thoughtful and well-written en-
tries and their families and schools 
should be very proud.”
     All winners received a gift card 
and a New York State Assembly 
Certificate of Merit.

NYC Launches Historic Cleanup  
Willets Point in Corona

Pictured above is an overview of a larger Willets Point redevelopment 
project which depicts, in orange, the first phase.

     NYC  officially broke ground 
on the Willets Point redevelop-
ment project, housed within the 
boundaries of Corona, where 
developers will build 1,100 below 
market rate housing units and a 
school atop old industrial land 
next to Citi Field.
     At the corner of Roosevelt 
Avenue and Seaver Way, a 6-acre 
tract, will be transformed into 
a mixed-use neighborhood with 
three residential buildings, a 650-
seat public school, an acre of open 
space, 25,000 square feet of retail 
space, a 3,000-square-foot com-
munity facility space.
     “This is groundbreaking, this is 
historic,” said the area’s Council-
man Francisco Moya. “This rep-
resents a dramatic improvement 
in this area; it will improve the 
lives of 1,100 families and seniors. 
This represents an opportunity for 
650 children in the district to not 
go into any overcrowded schools 
anymore. This represents bringing 
publicly accessible open space, 
new jobs, and so much more; it’s 

only the first phase.”
     Construction on the residential 
buildings and the schools will not 
start until 2024, as the developers 

will have to first clean up the toxic 
soil from decades of pollution 

Rank Choice Voting - The Biggest 
CON Ever Perpetrated on  

NYC Voters
     It seems as though the Mayor’s Office is reinventing 
the wheel with a voting system that was used many 
years ago in the old school board elections. In those 
days the smart candidates found a way to stack an 
election making sure they had a majority of board 
members.  
     Now it is 2021 and NYC’s primary voting process 
is going backwards reopening the door for smart 
candidates, for the most part, to assure an election 
outcome. 
     Luckily it seems as though only a few might have 
picked up on it, however they did not have enough 
time to instruct the voter on how to ultimately stack 
the election. 
     The NYC Council must revisit Rank Choice Vot-
ing before this CON goes any further.
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.

(Continued from page 1)

from the auto body shops that 
dominate the corner of land at 
the mouth of the Flushing Creek, 
starting this summer. 
     Construction workers will 
then build new streets, sidewalks, 
a sewage system plus utilities, 
which are slated to happen in 
2022. 

NYC Launches Historic Cleanup  
Willets Point in Corona

     Plans to redevelop Willets Point 
date back 15 years to the admin-
istration of then Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg, and officials have re-
peatedly re-imagined the 23 acres 
of city-controlled land in Corona.
     The current plan for the six-
acre site, roughly twice the size of 
the baseball field at Citi Field, is 
dubbed Phase 1 and real estate big 
hope this finally will jumpstart 

more redevelopment of Willets 
Point which is within the borders 
of Corona. 
     QDG leased the land from 
the city for 99 years, according 
to the Economic Development 
Corporation, the agency manag-
ing the project, and politicians 
and community board reps from 
Queens County signed off on the 
agreement in May.

     Con Edison and a business 
partner plan to turn an empty lot 
in Brooklyn into a hub of clean 
energy innovation with a battery 
energy storage system and 18 
publicly available electric vehicle 
chargers.
     Con Edison has issued an 
award letter to Centrica Business 
Solutions, which has clean en-
ergy projects in Europe and North 
America, for a battery system and 
EV chargers at 223 Nevins St. in 
the Gowanus neighborhood.
     This project will be the first 
in New York City that combines 
energy storage and electric vehicle 
charging.
     “This project is unique in that 
it pairs an energy storage system 
with electric vehicle chargers, two 
technologies that will each play a 
big role in our clean energy future,” 
said Tim Cawley, the chief execu-
tive of Con Edison. “Our hub will 
help make service to our customers 
in the area more reliable, provide 
drivers with an easily accessible 
place to charge, and spruce up a 
vacant lot.”
     Centrica will design, build, 
own and operate a 5-megawatt/15-
megawatt hour battery system and 
18 direct-current fast chargers at 
the site. The storage system, which 
will be in trailers, will hold 5 mil-
lion watts, enough to power about 
5,000 apartments for four hours 
during a summer peak.
     “Once complete this will be one 
of the largest charging hubs any-
where in the city and the only one 

combined with a battery energy 
storage system,” said Chris Covell, 
the head of Centrica Business Solu-
tions North America. “This kind 
of infrastructure project is vital to 
encourage the switch to electric 
vehicles and will help New York 
become greener and more resilient 
for future generations.”
     The system will make little noise 
and emit no pollutants.
     Direct-current fast chargers 
provide up to 350 kilowatts and 
can fully charge a vehicle in less 
than an hour. The charging power 
of direct-current fast chargers can 
vary, meaning that the charging 
time also varies.
     Con Edison owns the lot between 
Baltic and Butler streets and once 
planned to build an electrical sub-
station there. But the company’s 
forecast of energy needs in the 
area indicates it does not need the 
substation in the short term.
     Con Edison will connect the 
battery system and chargers to its 
grid and install transformers and 
other equipment. Centrica will sell 
services from the batteries into the 
wholesale markets as part of its 
optimized virtual power plant.
     Centrica will make lease pay-
ments to Con Edison for use of 
the land.
     Centrica Business Solutions will 
install the batteries and chargers by 
the summer of 2022 and the stor-
age system will be in place until at 
least 2035. 
     Centrica will charge the batteries 
with power from Con Edison’s grid 

during the overnight hours when 
the demand for power is lower and 
power is less expensive.
     The electric vehicle chargers 
will be part of a Con Edison dem-
onstration project. Con Edison 
will publish public updates on 
the progress of the demonstration 
project, ultimately sharing find-
ings and conclusions that will help 
planners make future fast-speed 
EV charging hubs as efficient as 
possible.       The project will turn 
a dusty lot into an urban, environ-
mental resource. A new rain garden 
will help manage rainwater, adding 
to the 95 bioswales in the Gowanus 
watershed that reduce overflow 
while providing greenery and na-
tive plant species. They include 11 
rain gardens built and maintained 
by Gowanus Canal Conservancy. 
     Centrica won the contract to 
build the storage system and install 
the chargers by responding to a 
pair of requests for proposals Con 
Edison issued last year.
     About Centrica Business Solu-
tions - Centrica Business Solu-
tions partners with organizations 
to balance commercial success 
and environmental responsibility 
to enable sustainable businesses. 
They deliver integrated energy 
solutions that empower organiza-
tions with greater control, insight, 
revenue generation opportunity, 
efficiency, on-site generation and 
renewables. Centrica Business 
Solutions is owned by Centrica plc, 
an international energy services 
and solutions business.

A New York Energy Innovation First: Battery Storage & 
Vehicle Chargers On One Site

Weekly Social Media Contest Will 
Feature a Theme of the Week; 
Winner for Each Week Will Be 
Announced Monday Along with 
Prizes 

     The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA) is offering 
New Yorkers a chance to #TakeTh-
eTrain or #TakeTheBus and win 
prizes for their photographic ride. 
In a further effort to welcome cus-
tomers back to subways, buses and 
commuter rails, the MTA today 
announced the launch of a weekly 
social media contest that celebrates 
the reopening of the New York 
City region and gives customers 
the opportunity to showcase the 
best parts about their ride.
The contest is part of the MTA’s 
#TakeTheTrain #TakeTheBus 
campaign and will be held weekly 
on the MTA’s Instagram account. 
Every Monday, a newly themed 
challenge will be posted on the 

account along with contest winners 
from the previous week.
     “So many of our customers are 
already using Instagram to post 
great photos of their rides and 
we are thrilled to be able to offer 
great prizes from partners who 
also recognize the transit system’s 
importance to reviving our city and 
protecting it from climate change,” 
said MTA Chief Customer Officer 
Sarah Meyer.
     To enter, participants will post 
a photo or video to their Instagram 
stories using the #TakeTheTrain 
or #TakeTheBus hashtag related 
to that week’s specific challenge. 
At the end of each week a win-
ner will be selected to receive a 
prize. Weekly prizes will range 
from event tickets and hotel gift 
certificates (retail value up to $250) 
to collectable MTA swag such as 
a T-shirts, mugs, and other MTA-
branded merchandise.
Participants are encouraged to be 

creative and most importantly, 
have fun highlighting why they 
love taking public transportation.  
To see TERMS and CONDITIONS 
related to the contest, visit https://
new.mta.info/take-the-train-and-
win
     More About the #TakeTheTrain, 
#TakeTheBus Campaign
     Today’s announcement is part 
of the MTA’s #TakeTheTrain, 
#TakeTheBus campaign which 
launched on May 16 in conjunction 
with 24/7 subway service resum-
ing for the first time since May 6, 
2020, to encourage New Yorkers 
to return to a more reliable, cleaner 
system than the one many last used 
before the pandemic arrived in 
New York.
     The launch of the campaign 
coincides with recent ridership 
increases in the system, with more 
than 2.5 million daily weekday 

MTA Asks Instagrammers to Participate in #TakeTheTrain 
#TakeTheBus Challenge
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Schumer Announces Plan to Have Medicare Finally Cover 
Dental, Vision & Hearing

     Citing some of the biggest 
healthcare complaints of con-
stituents and a rare chance to fix 
the mess, U.S. Senator Charles 
Schumer announced his push, 
to have Medicare finally cover 
DENTAL, VISION & HEAR-
ING. Schumer said this longtime 
lack of coverage has plagued and 
burdened people for far too long, 
while contributing to more serious 
and more costly ailments. 
     Schumer said upcoming leg-
islation that he is leading with 
Senator Bernie Sanders to passage 
in the Senate—the Jobs & Family 
Plan—could help fix this mess. 
He explained the path forward, 
detailed data related to this lack 
of coverage and made the case to 
once-and-for-all fix this gaping 
healthcare hole.
     “When I talk to people out and 
about in their communities, one 
of the things I hear the most in-
volves the gaping healthcare hole 
in Medicare that simply leaves 
out coverage for seniors’ dental, 
vision and hearing—but now we 
have a real chance to fix this,” said 
U.S. Senator Charles Schumer. 
“If you talk to family medicine or 
primary care doctors, they will tell 
you with certainty that ignoring 
medical issues related to dental, 
vision and hearing often devolves 
into far more serious medical 
problems for people—especially 
seniors—that cost more to treat 
and are harder to remedy. With 
the current Medicare platform, 
those three things are just left out, 
like it’s no big deal, but it is a big 
deal—and we should fix it.”
     Schumer is working with 
Senator Bernie Sanders to fix this 
problem and explained that when 
it comes to coverage of dental, 
vision and hearing, statistics show 
that the lack of coverage is having 
an impact on the nation’s overall 
health, including costs. 
     “More than 55 years ago, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson 
signed Medicare — one of the 
most popular and successful 
government programs in our na-
tion’s history — into law. Before 
the enactment of Medicare, about 
half of our senior citizens were 

uninsured and roughly 35 percent 
lived in poverty. Today, everyone 
in America aged 65 or older is 
guaranteed health-care benefits 
through Medicare regardless of in-
come or medical condition, while 
the official poverty rate for seniors 
is now less than 9 percent. That is 
the good news. The bad news is 
that, since its inception in 1965, 
Medicare has not covered such 
basic health-care needs as hearing, 
dental care and vision. The result: 
Millions of senior citizens have 
teeth rotting in their mouths, are 
unable to hear what their children 
and grandchildren say or can’t 
read a newspaper because of fail-
ing eyesight. It is a cruel irony 
that older Americans do not have 
coverage for these benefits at the 
time when they need it the most,” 
Senator Sanders recently wrote. 
     Schumer said upcoming leg-
islation he is now pushing in the 
Senate can help finally fix this 
problem. Schumer announced he 
will push to add dental, vision and 
hearing Medicare coverage in the 
upcoming Jobs & Family Plan. 
     “Look, this is absolutely an 
uphill legislative effort because 
there are some in the Senate 
who really don’t think this is a 
problem worth fixing, and so we 
have to galvanize support from 
the public, while showing how 
the costs of letting often solvable 
medical issues related to the eyes, 
the ears and the teeth can balloon 
to financially burden the overall 
healthcare system, while at the 
same time making people a lot 
sicker than they might have been 
had they acted sooner,” Schumer 
said. 
     According to Harvard Medi-
cine, hidden dental dangers can 
threaten your whole body and 1 
in 5 adults ages 65+ has untreated 
tooth decay, where bacteria can 
infect the root of the tooth and 
form an abscess, that if left un-
treated, may travel to the brain or 
impact the body in other harmful 
ways. 2 out of 3 adults ages 65+ 
have gum disease. Untreated, gum 
disease can extend below the gum 
lime and cause tooth loss and ab-
scesses. Or worse, the bacteria can 

get into the bloodstream and infect 
heart valves. People with gum 
disease are more likely to have 
high blood pressure, diabetes, 
rheumatoid arthritis, osteoporosis, 
Alzheimer’s disease, pneumonia 
and more. 
     According to Johns Hopkins 
Medicine, the hidden risks of 
hearing loss are also troubling. 
Nearly 27 million Americans age 
50+ have hearing loss, but only 1 
in 7 uses a hearing aid. In a study 
that tracked 639 adults for nearly 
12 years, Johns Hopkins found 
that mild hearing loss doubled de-
mentia risk, moderate hearing loss 
tripled dementia risk and severe 
hearing impairment individuals 
are five times more likely to de-
velop dementia. Johns Hopkins is 
now starting a study to determine 
whether or not hearing aids reduce 
this risk, and early research shows 
promise.   
     According to the National 
Council for the Blind, vision loss 
has a significant impact on the 
lives of those who experience it 
as well as on their families, their 
friends, and society. The complete 
loss or the deterioration of existing 
eyesight can feel frightening and 
overwhelming, leaving those af-
fected to wonder about their abili-
ty to maintain their independence, 
pay for needed medical care, 
retain employment, and provide 
for themselves and their families. 
Schumer said lots of Medicare 
recipients are still working, too, 
further exacerbating the need to 
fix this issue. And according to 
the American Family Physician 
(AFP), an estimated 1 million 
Americans over 65 years of age 
have experienced loss of vision 
associated with glaucoma, and ap-
proximately 75 percent of persons 
who are legally blind because of 
glaucoma are over the age of 65. 
     “Now is our chance, working 
with President Biden, Senator 
Sanders and others, to fix a gi-
ant Medicare healthcare hole for 
seniors that inevitably costs lives, 
dollars and lacks all around medi-
cal commonsense—and that’s 
why I’ll be pushing to get this 
done,” Schumer concluded.

Meng Urges Queens Families to  
Lookout For Monthly Child Tax Credit 

Payments Starting Next Month
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) urged families in Queens 
to lookout for upcoming Child 
Tax Credit payments which will 
provide advance monthly pay-
ments of up to $300 per month per 
child beginning July 15th through 
December. 
     This expanded Child Tax 
Credit was established under the 
American Rescue Plan – the most 
recent COVID-19 relief package 
that Meng helped to pass through 
Congress in March.
     “Queens, New York City, and 
the rest of the nation continue 
to rebound from the COVID-19 
crisis and we get closer to the 
light at the end of the tunnel each 
and every day,” said Meng. “But 
hard-working families in our bor-
ough, and throughout New York, 
still need help from the impact of 
the pandemic, and these advance 
Child Tax Credit payments will 
provide critical and needed as-
sistance for expenses as we move 
forward with our recovery. Local 
families should be aware and on 
the lookout for these upcoming 
monthly payments that will put 
money in their pockets starting 
next month, and I’m pleased to 
have helped pass the American 
Rescue Plan into law which makes 
providing these funds possible.”
     Approximately 82% of children 
in Meng’s sixth congressional 
district could benefit from this 
expanded and improved Child Tax 
Credit — 120,500 children. 
     About 38,500 households in the 
district could get an average total 
benefit of $2,400. 
     Last month, Meng urged Queens 
families to file their taxes before 
the upcoming May 17th deadline 
to ensure that they receive the full 
amount of the expanded Child Tax 
Credit. Details on the amount, 
eligibility and distribution of the 
tax credit are below.
     How Much Is the Child Tax 
Credit Expansion from the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan?
     The American Rescue Plan 
expanded the Child Tax Credit to 
up to $3,600 per child for children 
ages 0 to 5 and $3,000 per child for 
children ages 6 to 17.  
     The American Rescue Plan 
also authorized advance monthly 
payments of the Child Tax Credit 
through December 2021. Begin-
ning in July and running through 
December, qualifying families 
can get up to: 
•    $300 a month per child for 

children ages 0 to 5. 
•    $250 a month per child for 
children ages 6 to 17. 
     Families will get their remain-
ing expanded Child Tax Credit 
when they file their 2021 tax 
return. 
     Who Qualifies?
     Families will qualify for a full 
credit if their income is below 
$75,000 for single filers, $112,000 
for people filing as head of house-
hold, or $150,000 for people who 
are married and filing jointly.
     How Do I Get the Payment?
•    Nearly all hardworking fami-
lies should get their monthly pay-
ments automatically beginning 
July 15th with no further action 
required. If you’ve filed tax re-
turns for 2019 or 2020, or if you 
signed up to receive a stimulus 
check from the Internal Revenue 
Service, you will get this tax relief 
automatically. You do not need to 
sign up or take any action.
•    Families who did not file a tax 
return for 2019 or 2020 and who 
did not use the IRS Non-filers tool 
last year to sign up for the Eco-
nomic Impact Payments, should 
go online and use the IRS Child 
Tax Credit Non-filer Sign-up Tool 
to sign up today.
•    Families who got their refunds 
from the IRS through direct de-
posit will get these payments in 
their bank account around the 15th 
of every month until the end of 
2021. People who don’t use direct 
deposit will receive their payment 
by mail around the same time.
•    Families will be able to deter-
mine their eligibility, check the 
status of their payments and more 
at IRS.gov/childtaxcredit2021.  
     Be aware of scams
     According to the Internal 
Revenue Service’s (IRS) website: 
“The IRS urges everyone to be 
on the lookout for scams related 
to both Advance Child Tax Credit 
payments and Economic Impact 
Payments. The IRS emphasized 
that the only way to get either of 
these benefits is by either filing a 
tax return with the IRS or register-
ing online through the Non-filer 
Sign-up tool, exclusively on IRS.
gov. Any other option is a scam. 
Watch out for scams using email, 
phone calls or texts related to the 
payments. Be careful and cau-
tious: The IRS never sends unso-
licited electronic communications 
asking anyone to open attach-
ments or visit a non-governmental 
web site.”

Leader in Value-based Primary 
Care Welcomes Patients in New 
York

     Oak Street Health (NYSE: 
OSH), a network of value-based 
primary care centers for adults 
on Medicare, is expanding access 
to more older adults with today’s 
opening of its f irst center in 
Queens, located at 11515 Sutphin 
Boulevard in the Jamaica neigh-
borhood. The new South Jamaica 
location brings the number of Oak 
Street Health centers in New York 
to four, joining three locations in 
nearby Brooklyn.
     “We are excited to expand 
access to our high-quality, value-
based care to members of the 
Queens community with the 
opening of this new center,” said 
Dr. Ramon Jacobs-Shaw, Senior 
Medical Director at Oak Street 
Health. “The majority of older 

adults we care for have two or 
more chronic conditions, making 
this kind of care so important. 
As our organization continues its 
mission to rebuild healthcare as 
it should be, we look forward to 
improving patient outcomes in 
New York and helping older adults 
live their healthiest lives.”
     Oak Street Health patients can 
expect an unmatched healthcare 
experience that includes quality 
time with their provider in-person 
or via telehealth visit; a 24/7 pa-
tient support line; individualized, 
preventive care plans; and access 
to transportation to and from the 
center for eligible patients. Ad-
ditional services, such as behav-
ioral health care and social health 
support, and Medicare education 
classes, are also offered to help 
older adults meet their unique 
needs in one convenient location.
     Since its founding in 2012, 

Oak Street Health has driven an 
approximately 51 percent reduc-
tion in patient hospital admissions 
compared to Medicare bench-
marks, a 42 percent reduction in 
30-day readmission rates and a 
51 percent reduction in emergency 
department visits, all while main-
taining a Net Promoter Score of 90 
across patients. Oak Street Health 
will accept multiple health plans at 
all locations, including traditional 
Medicare.
     To learn more about Oak Street 
Health’s value-based primary 
care model, Visit: https://www.
oakstreethealth.com/
     About Oak Street Health - 
Founded in 2012, Oak Street 
Health is a network of value-based 
primary care centers for adults 
on Medicare. With a mission of 
rebuilding healthcare as it should 

Oak Street Health Opens First Primary Care  
Center in Queens

riders on subways over the past 
few weeks and weekday bus rider-
ship reaching 1.2 million. Recent 
combined Metro-North and Long 

MTA Asks Instagrammers to  
Participate in #TakeTheTrain  

#TakeTheBus Challenge
Island Rail Road ridership of 
214,000 is dwarfing the combined 
average of 23,000 of a year ago, 
with weekend ridership now ap-
proaching 50% of pre-pandemic 
weekend levels.
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Queens Theatre Continues its AAPI Healing Circle Amid 
Ongoing Incidents of Anti-Asian-American/Pacific Islander 

Hate And Discrimination – Started Monday, June 14
     Amid the rise in violence 
against Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders (AAPI) in New 
York City and across the country, 
Queens Theatre will host a second 
series of AAPI Healing Circle vir-
tual spaces, starting in June and 
through this summer. The AAPI 
Healing Circle sessions, open to all 
individuals who identify as part of 
the AAPI community, will be held 
every other Monday at 7pm ET 
from June 14 to August 23.
     Hosted by Facilitator and Art-
ist Christine Toy Johnson (DEI 
Committee Chair, Dramatists 
Guild of America), Queens The-
atre launched the AAPI Healing 
Circle series in April as safe and 
dedicated spaces specifically for 
people who identify as Asian and/
or Pacific Islander and from any 
geographic location.
     These events are moments to 
commune, and to share responses, 
ideas, and love, to celebrate joy, 
culture, and connectivity, and to 
navigate this turbulent moment 
in our culture with solidarity and 
a sense of community. This is a 
chance to have space to talk, listen 
to offerings, and breathe together. 
     The sessions will be held 
on June 14 and 28, July 12 and 
26, and August 9 and 23—each 
Monday at 7pm ET. All sessions 
are free, though registration is 
required here or at https://queen-

stheatre.org/event/aapi-healing-
circle/2021-06-14/. Participants 
will receive a Zoom link upon 
registration.
     “Queens Theatre remains com-
mitted to the safety, well-being, 
and visibility of the AAPI commu-
nity through sustained community 
engagement,” said QT’s Director of 
Community Engagement Dominic 
D’Andrea. “We’re thrilled and 
honored to continue holding this 
space with facilitator Christine 
Toy Johnson, who brings a wealth 
of knowledge and perspective to 
AAPI community work. We look 
forward to welcoming anyone in 
the AAPI community who needs 
an opportunity to speak, listen, and 
share resources. The opportunity 
to community-build is important 
right now.”
     “I’m so grateful to Queens 
Theatre for holding the space for 
us to sit in community with one 
another,” said Christine Toy John-
son. “It’s been a wonderful respite 
to be able to share our experiences 
in a safe and welcoming place, and 
I look forward to having more of 
these difficult but essential con-
versations together.”
     Christine Toy Johnson is an 
award-winning writer, actor, direc-
tor and advocate for inclusion. Her 
written works have been produced 
and/or developed by the Round-
about, Village Theatre, Barrow 

Group, Prospect Theatre, Weston 
Playhouse, O’Neill, Women’s 
Theatre Festival, Ars Nova, CAP 
21, Greater Boston Stage Com-
pany, Abingdon Theatre Company, 
Towne Street Theatre and more 
and are included in the Library of 
Congress’s Asian Pacific Ameri-
can Performing Arts Collection 
(Playwrights Division). She is an 
alum of the BMI Musical Theatre 
Writing Workshop, was a 2016 fel-
low of The Writers Lab (supported 
by Meryl Streep, Nicole Kidman 
and Oprah Winfrey), serves as the 
Treasurer of the Council of the 
Dramatists Guild, and is host of 
the Guild’s podcast Talkback on 
Broadway Podcast Network.
     As an actor, Johnson has ap-
peared extensively on Broadway, 
Off-Broadway, in regional theatres 
across the country and nearly 100 
television and film appearances 
including recurring guest star roles 
on Marvel’s Iron Fist, Bull, The 
Americans, You, Law and Order: 
SVU and more and is on “extended 
intermission” from the North 
American tour of COME FROM 
AWAY. Co-founding member of 
AAPAC (Asian American Per-
formers Action Coalition). Rosetta 
LeNoire, JACL, Asian American 
Arts Alliance, Obie awards for ad-
vocacy in diversity and inclusion. 
For details, visit www.christinetoy-
johnson.com.

(June 25 to July 1)
     Queens has f lipped! More 
than half the upcoming events are 
outside these days. In fact, very 
few are virtual. Life is good. So 
are the mic drops, outdoor films, 
walking tours, pizza dances, and 
urban beekeeping lessons.
●    June 25, Jamaica Mic Drop, 
5 pm. Jamaica Center for Arts & 
Learning hosts a live opportunity 
for self-expression with music, 
poetry, spoken word, and other 
forms of creativity. Parson Boule-
vard between Archer and Jamaica 
avenues.
●    June 25, Dirty Dancing, 7:30 
pm. Queens Botanical Garden 
shows this family-friendly film 
on a big screen after Margaret 
Batiuchok offers free dance les-
sons. She’ll lead some moving-
and-grooving afterward. QBG, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing.
●    June 25, Justin Randolph 
Thompson: All StoriesTrue, 7:30 
pm. Socrates Artist Fellow Justin 
Randolph Thompson presents 
music, film, and spoken word 
that reflects on the story of Louis 
Till, who was executed for murder 
and rape in Italy. His son, Emmett 
Till, was lynched in Mississippi 
10 years later. Socrates Sculpture 
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., Long 
Island City.
●    June 26, Explore Fort Tilden, 
5 pm. The Jamaica Bay-Rockaway 
Parks Conservancy and the Art 
Production Fund host a tour of 
Fort Tilden’s remnants and natu-
ral areas with enhancement from 
Nancy Baker Cahill’s Liberty 
Bell public art exhibition. Meet 
at Rockaway Artist Alliance’s 
Studio 6 & 7 Gallery Building, 
which is across from the baseball 
field in Breezy Point.
●    June 26, Queens Pride Pa-
rade, 2:30 pm. Queens Historical 
Society zooms a program on the 
Queens Pride parade, which has 
been an annual event in Jackson 
Heights since 1993. The fun in-
cludes a tour of the Lavender Line 
that runs the route.
●    June 26, Astoria Park Walking 
Tour, 1 pm. Art-Pop performer 
Virginia Marcs headlines a live 
concert that includes The Funk 
Unit, Os Clavelitos, and the Trifon 
Dimitrov Trio. It’s simple. The 
musicians play, while others enjoy 
Astoria Park.
●    June 26, Ecuadorian Dance, 
2 pm. Wearing ponchos, shawls, 
sombreros, and braids that date 
back to the Incan Empire, Ay-
azamana takes the audience on 
imaginary jaunts through Ecuador 
via traditional dances and celebra-
tions. They might swashbuckle 
around the stage with machetes 
or chant and stomp. They’ll defi-
nitely whirl and balance bottles 
on their heads. Vicinity of 43rd 
Avenue between 51st Street and 
Roosevelt Avenue, Woodside.
●    June 26, Urban Beekeeping, 11 
am. Designed for beginners, this 
on-site program covers basic biol-
ogy and anatomy of honey bees as 
well as apiculture essentials such 
as colony care, honey extraction, 

hive parts, beekeeping equipment, 
and disease prevention. Queens 
County Farm Museum, 73-50 
Little Neck Pkwy., Glen Oaks.
●    June 26, Acoustic Adventure 
and Queensboro Dance Festival, 
1 pm. The Northern Woodside 
Coalition and Goliard Concerts 
present an afternoon of live mu-
sic and dance. Sgt. Collins Park, 
34th Avenue and 58th Street, 
Woodside.
●    June 27, The Sensational Soul 
Cruisers, 7 pm. Park and enjoy 
an 11-piece super group that does 
classic Soul, R&B, Motown, and 
Disco. The Bay Terrace Shopping 
Center, 212-45 26th Ave., Bayside.
●    June 27, The Blue Bus Mobile 
Media Lab, 1 pm. Four hours of 
hands-on media workshops for 
children and adults to bring tech-
nology innovation to local com-
munities. Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts Studio.
●    June 27, Author Talk + House 
Tour, 2 pm. Rob MacKay presents 
an illustrated talk on his new book 
Historic Houses of Queens along 
with free tours of an official New 
York City and National landmark. 
Bowne House, 37-01 Bowne St., 
Flushing.
●    June 27, Pizza Dance Festival, 
11 am. Six hours of live music, 
children’s games, food vendors, an 
antique car show, and other activi-
ties with Tony Modica, the creator 
of the Pizza Dance. Forest Park.
●    June 27, JP & the Real Deal 
and Queensboro Dance Festival, 
1 pm to 5 pm. The Northern 
Woodside Coalition and Goliard 
Concerts present an afternoon of 
live music and dance. Sgt. Collins 
Park, 34th Avenue and 58th Street, 
Woodside.
●    June 29, Game Play: Dungeons 
& Dragons, 7:30 pm. Museum 
of the Moving Image Educa-
tion’s Game Artist-in-Residence 
Sharang Biswas leads a ground-
breaking role-playing game that 
might just involve defending a 
kingdom as a knight and casting 
spells as a wizard.
●    June 30, A Night at the Opera, 
7 pm. Queens Symphony Orches-
tra offers a free concert. Russo’s 
on the Bay, 162-45 Cross Bay 
Blvd., Howard Beach.
●    July 1, Invisibility: A Journey 
of Pasta, Prayer, Protest, & Peru, 
7 pm. Richard Cardillo pokes fun 
at his childhood in a large Italian-
American family and his young 
adulthood as a monk in a Catholic 
monastery before getting into his 
coming out as a gay man and his 
10 years working and learning in 
Peru during this Queens Theatre 
Pride Month celebration.
●    July 1, Art on the Farm: Pen, 
Ink & Watercolors, 10 am. Lo-
cal artist Denis Ponsot provides 
guidance and live tips, tricks, and 
techniques as students experiment 
in watercolor, pen, and ink with 
the farm landscape as inspiration. 
Queens County Farm Museum, 
73-50 Little Neck Pkwy., Glen 
Oaks.

Over 500 People Shot in New 
York City in First Five Months 
of 2021; 

Disarm Hate Act Will Help Pre-
vent Future Hate Crimes Com-
mitted With Firearms 

     U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
joined Senate Democrats to intro-
duce legislation to keep guns away 
from hate crime offenders and 
help prevent future hate crimes 
committed with firearms. The 
U.S. has seen a significant spike 
in hate crimes and suspected hate 
crimes, including a shooting this 
March when 8 people, 6 of whom 
were women of Asian descent, 
were brutally killed in Atlanta. 
As the nation recognizes the an-
niversaries of the Pulse Nightclub 
massacre in Orlando and the 
Charleston church shooting and 
grapples with today’s rampant 
gun violence, the Disarm Hate 
Act would prevent individuals 
convicted of violent misdemeanor 
hate crimes from purchasing or 
possessing firearms.  
     “The coronavirus lockdowns 
amplified the gun violence epi-
demic in our country, especially 
in New York, where gun violence 
has soared. We must act to prevent 
proven offenders from accessing 
firearms,” said Senator Gilli-

brand. “There have already been 
more than 250 mass shootings in 
the United States this year alone. 
We can help honor the victims 
and families who have lost loved 
ones to gun violence by passing 
the commonsense Disarm Hate 
Act and by closing the Violent 
Hate Crimes Loophole. It’s far 
past time to act on senseless gun 
violence, and this bill will make a 
true difference preventing future 
tragedies.” 
     Despite evidence that guns 
are a preferred tool of violence 
and intimidation by perpetra-
tors of hate crimes, the Violent 
Hate Crimes Loophole creates a 
substantial gap in the law allow-
ing many individuals who have 
been convicted of hate crimes to 
purchase and possess firearms. 
Under federal law, individuals 
convicted of felonies—includ-
ing hate crimes—are prohibited 
from possessing guns. However, 
very few states bar individuals 
convicted of misdemeanor-level 
hate crimes from purchasing guns. 
This bill would finally close the 
Violent Hate Crimes Loophole 
and would prohibit the sale of 
firearms to individuals who have 
been convicted of threatening with 
a deadly weapon or assaulting 
someone based on their race, re-
ligion, gender, sexual orientation, 

gender identity or disability.
     The Disarm Hate Act is en-
dorsed by Center for American 
Progress; Everytown for Gun 
Safety; Brady: United Against 
Gun Violence; Giffords; End 
Gun Violence Campaign - Am-
nesty International USA; Jew-
ish Women International; Gays 
Against Guns; Sandy Hook Prom-
ise; Newtown Action Alliance; 
March for Our Lives; National 
Center for Transgender Equality; 
Pride Fund to End Gun Violence; 
Generation Progress; Anti-Defa-
mation League; National Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence; Vio-
lence Policy Center; Washington 
Office on Latin America; AFT; 
and CeaseFirePA.
     In April of 2021, Senator 
Gillibrand joined Senate and 
House Democrats to call for the 
Gun Records Restoration and 
Preservation Act, which would 
address the rise in gun violence 
across the country by improving 
law enforcement’s capacity to 
solve and prosecute gun crimes, 
stop illegal gun trafficking, and 
hold negligent gun dealers and 
owners accountable. Amidst the 
COVID-19 crisis, she also called 
on Senate leadership to include 
funding for gun violence preven-
tion and support services in the 
coronavirus relief package.

Gillibrand Announces Bill to Keep Guns Away From  
Hate Crime Offenders 
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Did You 
Know?HOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 6/24/21 - 6/30/21

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You will have excellent ideas and 
you should be able to help your 
partner get ahead. Opportunities 
will unfold. Your lucky numbers 
are: 3,2,1

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Empty promises and a lack of 
cash may put a damper on your 
plans. Be courteous if you wish 
to avoid major delays. Your 
lucky numbers are: 4,5,6

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Go after your goals. You may 
f ind that someone you really 
cared for in the past has come 
back into your life. Your lucky 
numbers are: 7,1,8

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Your self-esteem will benefit. 
Friends will be loyal and caring. 
If you haven’t already, don’t be 
afraid to start your own small 
business on the side. Your lucky 
numbers are: 6,3,1

LEO
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Let go of the past in order to 
progress. Channel your energy 
into decorating or household 
chores. Don’t give your heart 
too readily. Your lucky numbers 
are: 9,1,7 

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Disputes on the home front may 
be hard to avoid. Your passionate 
nature may make you jealous if 
your mate has been too busy to 
take care of your needs. Your 
lucky numbers are: 1,2,3

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Look closely at motives and hon-
esty in your personal encounters. 
Deception will play an important 
factor in relationships. Your 
lucky numbers are: 7,1,8

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You may find out that someone is 
trying to undermine you. Don’t 
be too open or put your faith in 
unreliable coworkers. Dream a 
little this week. lucky numbers 
are: 6,5,8 

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
If you can get away for a vaca-
tion, do so. It’s time you let 
your true feelings out. Love 
can be yours if you get out and 
about.  Your lucky numbers 
are: 3,2,6

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
You should sign up for creative 
courses. Concentrate on your 
work. Deal with the needs of 
children. Your lucky numbers 
are: 6,4,9

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You may want to put your cre-
ative thinking cap on. You can 
persuade even the toughest op-
ponents to think your way. Your 
lucky numbers are: 5,8,9

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Take a second look; another 
person’s philosophy may be 
extremely different from yours. 
Don’t hold back; and take a bit 
of a chance. Your lucky numbers 
are: 6,1,7

TRY AND FIND

Bushe l s
Ce l s ius
Cup
Dr ams
Fah ren he i t

Fathom
Fo ot
Fu r long
Ga l lon
Gi l s

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Hits
5. Assists
9. Explosive device
13. Assist in crime
14. Scour
16. District
17. Daughter of Zeus and Demeter
18. A river through Paris
19. Dispatched
20. Successors
22. Excited
24. Scheme
26. Ascended
27. Troop formation
30. Bar
33. Poor city districts
35. Place
37. Atmosphere
38. Written compositions
41. Cry of disgust
42. A special loved one
45. Exterior of a mollusk
48. Resembling flour
51. Bad-mouth
52. Slips
54. Despise
55. A warden of a castle
59. Tropical fruit
62. Winglike
63. Arm joint
65. Biblical kingdom
66. A Maori club
67. Figure out
68. Graphic symbol
69. Appear
70. Withdraw gradually
71. So be it

DOWN
1. Baroque composer
2. Double-reed woodwind
3. The outer area
4. Hollywood hopeful
5. Donkey
6. Chilled
7. Less damp
8. Bathed in natural light
9. A medieval steel helmet
10. Chocolate cookie
11. List of options
12. Flying mammals
15. African antelope
21. Sodium chloride
23. Guns an engine
25. Newbie (slang)
27. Quaint outburst
28. Most important
29. Prefix meaning “Modern”
31. A popular vote by the electorate
32. Manicurist’s concern
34. Mayday
36. Expunge
39. New Zealand parrot
40. Cummerbund
43. Podium
44. Christmas season
46. Unwanted email
47. Ancient Greek mistress
49. Governs
50. Lemon or canary
53. Expensive fur
55. Hats
56. Wings
57. Satisfy
58. Exploded star
60. Departed
61. Portent
64. A common cyst

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Gr am
I nch
M i l l i l i t re
O u nc e
Pe ck s

P i nt
Pou nd
Q uar t
Te a sp o on
Yard

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

U N I TS OF M EASU R E

www.queenstimes.com

●   A cats urine glows under a 
blacklight
●   White cats with blue eyes are 
usually deaf
●   Cats have a peripheral vision 
of 285 degrees
●   Small dogs usually live longer 
than larger breeds
●   Domestic cats dislike citrus 
scents
●   Cats can jump up to 7 times 
their tail length
●   China manufacturers 70% of 
the worlds toys
●   The Great Wall of China is 
approximately 6,430 Km long 
(3,995 miles)
●   Paper originated from China
●   The wheelbarrow is invented 
in China
●   Tree hugging is forbidden in 
china
●   The film ‘Mary Poppins’ was 
filmed entirely indoors
●   All of the clocks in the movie 
‘Pulp Fiction’ are fixed to 4:20
●   Instant coffee was invented 
in 1901
●   The human body of a 70 kg 
person contains 0.2mg of gold
●   Rice is the staple food for 50% 
of the worlds population
●   Pearls melt in vinegar
●   A hard boiled eggs spin (un-
cooked or soft boiled don’t)
●   There is no butter in buttermilk
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Congresswoman Maloney Joins President Biden For 
Signing of Bill to Make Juneteenth a Federal Holiday

Congresswoman Managed House 
Debate during Floor Consider-
ation

     Congresswoman Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Chair of the Committee 
on Oversight and Reform, today 
joined President Joe Biden at the 
White House as he signed S. 475, 
the Juneteenth National Inde-
pendence Day Act, into law. The 
landmark legislation establishes 
Juneteenth — which is celebrated 
annually on June 19th — as a 
federal holiday.
     As Chair of the Oversight 
Committee, Congresswoman 

Maloney managed House debate 
on the bill on Wednesday evening. 
During debate, she stated, “Our 
federal holidays are purposefully 
few in number, and recognize the 
most important milestones in our 
country’s history. I cannot think 
of a more important milestone 
to commemorate than the end of 
slavery in the United States.”
     Last Thursday morning, the 
Congresswoman joined with 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the 
Congressional Black Caucus for 
the bill’s enrollment ceremony, 
during which the Speaker signed 
the bill so that it could be sent to 

the President’s desk. 
     Following the enrollment cer-
emony, the Congresswoman spoke 
on the House floor, emphasizing 
that “Juneteenth is a cause for 
celebration. It should also serve 
as an occasion for learning and 
for this country to reflect on our 
history and recommit to doing 
the vital work to ensure that the 
lasting effects of slavery, bigotry, 
and racism are replaced with hope, 
dignity, and true equality for all.”
     Prior to the bill’s signing, 47 
states and the District of Columbia 
had designated Juneteenth a public 
holiday —including New York.

Queens College Marks Athletics Field Renovation

     Borough and university leaders 
gathered at the construction site of 
the Queens College soccer field 
and track renovation on Wednes-
day, June 16, to mark $9.3 million 
in improvements. The project, 
which began in January 2021, 
has an estimated completion date 
of early 2022. It is funded with 
support from New York State and 
New York City through the efforts 
of, from left, Queens College Di-
rector of Athletics Robert Twible, 
Queens College Student Asso-
ciation President Zaire Couloute, 

Queens Borough President Dono-
van Richards, Queens College 
President Frank H. Wu, NYC 
Council Member Francisco Moya, 
NYS Senator Toby Ann Stavisky, 
NYC Council Member James 
Gennaro, Special Counsel for 
Ratepayer Protection and alumnus 
Rory Lancman (a former NYC 
Council Member and NYS As-
sembly Member), City University 
of New York Chancellor Félix V. 
Matos Rodríguez, Queens College 
Student Athlete Shannon Gibbons, 
and (not pictured) NYS Assembly 

Member Nily Rozic.
     The Queens College soccer field 
and track are used by the school’s 
NCAA Division II athletes for 
games, conditioning, and sport 
specific training and for the col-
lege’s intramural events and physi-
cal education classes. It is also used 
by the school to host NYC public 
and Catholic diocese school cham-
pionships and Special Olympics 
events. Community groups use the 
field for soccer, track and field, and 
field day events. (Photo by Andy 
Poon, Queens College.

Empowering Our Youth

     The Queens District Attorneys 
office is committed to working 
with community organizations 
that empower and inspire our 
youth. Cista Girls Environmental 
Club is one such organization that 
invites young girls to volunteer 
for environmental projects and 
raise awareness of the impact that 

global warming is having on our 
planet. 
     Queens District Attorney Me-
linda Katz joined CISTA Girls last 
weekend for a local health & well-
ness event, during which QDA 
Katz presented a Women’s History 
Award following a virtual celebra-
tion that took place in March.

     “It has been a tremendous 
honor to represent my community 
in the City Council for the past 
three months, and I am thrilled 
to have overwhelmingly won the 
Democratic Primary on my way 
to being re-elected to a full term. 

Councilwoman Selvena N. Brooks-Powers 
Releases Statement on Winning a  

Mandate For Her Re-Election
I am humbled by the support of 
my community, and your sup-
port and faith in me inspire me 
every day to make a difference 
and deliver. I thank the voters for 
once more putting their trust in 
me, and I especially want to thank 
my family, friends, and support-
ers including Congressmember 
Gregory Meeks, Queens Borough 
President Donovan Richards, 
Senator James Sanders, Assembly 
Member Alicia Hyndman, and all 
the labor unions and organizations 
who worked with me to achieve 
this victory. Fighting for positive 
change here takes all of us, and I 
am so excited to continue serving 
Southeast Queens, a community 
that has given me so much.” 
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(Continued on page 10)

Senior Center in Sunnyside Reopens 
     On June 14, the senior center 
operated by Sunnyside Communi-
ty Services in Sunnyside, Queens, 
reopened to in-person activities. It 
marked the first time in more than 
a year that seniors could engage in 
indoor activities at the Center. The 
Center halted indoor activities in 
March 2020 to protect its members 
from COVID-19. The resumption 
of in-person activities allows se-
niors to reconnect, socialize with 
friends, and participate in educa-
tional programs and activities. It is 
an important step in bringing the 
lives of seniors in New York City 
back to pre-pandemic normalcy.
     The senior center at Sunnyside 
Community Services will offer in-
person activities by appointment 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 
from 10 am – noon and 2 – 4 pm. 
Due to social distancing require-
ments, capacity will be limited to 
approximately 35 seniors per ses-
sion, down from a pre-pandemic 
average of 200 seniors per day. 
Virtual activities will continue to 
be offered. Grab-and-go lunches 
will be provided to seniors from 

Pictured above: Local seniors, staff at Sunnyside Community 
Services (SCS), and special guests attended the reopening of 
the SCS senior center on June 14. Front center, from left to right: 
Executive Director of Sunnyside Community Services, Judy Zangwill; 
New York State Senator, Michael Gianaris; Senior Center Director, 
Kerly Serrano; and Associate Executive Director of Community 
Services at Sunnyside Community Services, Jonah Gensler.

noon – 1 pm on weekdays. Seniors 
who want help with benefits or 
need to speak to a social worker or 
case worker can make an appoint-

ment for in-person case assistance. 
Appointments for activities and 
case assistance can be made by 
calling 929-335-7884.

Unique Learning at Queens Catholic 
Elementary School: Eyeball Dissection 

     The students at Our Lady 
of Per petual Help Cathol ic  
Academy, located in the South 
Ozone Park section of Queens, 
recently took part in a hands-on 
lesson to learn the importance of 
eye health, when they dissected 
the eyeball of a cow. Students 
used materials such as medical 
scissors and a magnifying glass 
in the lesson named “Orbis,” 
named for the Orbis Flying Eye 
Hospital, which has traveled the 
world since 1982.
     “As a part of a two-day lesson 
revolving around the importance 
of eye health and access to medi-
cal care for the eye, students were 
given an opportunity during the 
hands-on portion to observe an 
actual eye. Using a cow eye as 
a model, students completed a 
dissection that allowed them to 
observe actual optical nerves that 
provide information to the brain 
about what is being seen and even 
delve deep to find the lens of the 
eye,” said Satti Marchan, Princi-
pal of Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Catholic Academy in Queens.
     “Watching students in 6th, 7th, 
and 8th grades involved in such a 
rigorous instructional expedition, 
like the dissection of an eyeball 
blew me away.  Being a second-
ary school specialist, dissections 
of this nature usually take place 
in Advanced Placement HS Sci-
ence courses. What a rich and 
scholarly learning experience 
these children are having through 

the Flying Classroom program!” 
said Michael LaForgia, District 
Superintendent of Schools for the 
Diocese of Brooklyn.
     The lesson is part of The Flying 
Classroom STEM supplemental 
curriculum recently incorporated 

in schools within the Diocese 
of Brooklyn. Captain Irving, 
the first Black person to pilot a 
plane around the world solo, and 
at the time the youngest, is the 
founder of The Flying Classroom 
program.

     At a recent Select Subcom-
mittee on the Coronavirus Cri-
sis hearing entitled “Lessons 
Learned: The Federal Reserve’s 
Response to the Coronavirus 
Pandemic,” Congresswoman 
Carolyn B. Maloney (D-NY), 
Chairwoman of the Committee 
on Oversight and Reform and 
senior member of the Financial 

Services Committee, warned 
Federal Reserve Chairman Je-
rome Powell against raising 
interest rates too soon, which 
could seriously harm economic 
recovery.
     During her exchange with 
Chairman Jerome Powell, Rep. 

Congresswoman Maloney Warns Federal Reserve Against 
Raising Interest Rates Prematurely

MTA Honors Bridge & Tunnels Officers 
for Ensuring Safety While Saving  

Peripatetic Dog From Tunnel Traffic, 
Helping Reunite Pup With Owner

     The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA) honored 
four Bridge and Tunnel Officers 
and a Sergeant who prevented 
tragedy from occurring to a be-
loved dog named Indie that trav-
eled from the Upper West Side 
on her own all the way into and 
through the Queens Midtown 
Tunnel on the evening of Tuesday, 
June 8, and ultimately to Long 
Island City, Queens. Harrowing 
surveillance video shows the ador-
able dog Indie moving between 
cars during rush hour before ulti-
mately heading out of the tunnel.
     Informed that a canine had 
been spotted running against 
traffic into the tunnel’s Manhat-
tan-bound tube, Sgt. Orlando 
Caholo ordered oncoming traffic 
be stopped briefly to prevent the 
possibility of an accident, which 
can occur when motorists swerve 
or stop suddenly to avoid hitting 
an animal freely running in the 
tunnel.
     Following Sergeant Caholo’s 
orders, Officer Latoria Bosley, 
positioned at the Queens entrance 
to the tunnel, stopped traffic from 
entering the tunnel as Officers 
Michael Winn and Alexander 
Figueroa searched the tunnel for 

the canine. Indie – on a mission 
to reach Queens – managed to 
elude them, but the brief stop-
page prevented any incident from 
occurring and allowed traffic to 
resume promptly after the dog 
traveled safely through the tunnel. 
Although the dog left the tunnel, 
MTA Bridges and Tunnels’ role 
doesn’t end there. In the aftermath 
of the incident, Officer Heather 
Minutello, who had witnessed 
the incident, got in touch with the 
dog’s owner, Heather Angus, via 
social media to let her know that 
Indie may have passed through 
the tunnel and could still be in 
the area. 
     That tip led to the reunification 
of dog and owner, as Indie was 
found several days later just blocks 
from the tunnel in a Long Island 
City warehouse. 
Bridge and Tunnels off icials 
praised the officers for their quick 
thinking at a news conference on 
Tuesday. 
     The MTA Bridges and Tunnels 
employees were presented with 
certif icates of commendation 
from Chief Hildebrand at a news 
conference marking the culmina-
tion of Indie’s long journey home 
as Ms. Angus looked on.
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

Attorney General James Leads Coalition Calling For 
USPS to Stop Further Service Cuts

AG James Co-Leads Coalition 
of 21 AGs in Calling for End to 
Postmaster General’s Efforts to 
Delay Mail Service, Potentially 
Affecting 96 Percent of Zip Codes

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today co-led a co-
alition of 21 attorneys general 
and two cities in calling on the 
Postal Regulatory Commission to 
reject Postmaster General Louis 
DeJoy’s proposal to cut services 
at the United States Postal Service 
(USPS), which would result in 
increased delivery times for First-
Class Mail and other essential 
postal services. Attorney General 
James and the coalition today sub-
mitted a statement of position to 
the Postal Regulatory Commis-
sion — an independent federal 
agency that provides transparency 
and accountability of the USPS’s 
operations — to urge the USPS to 
focus its attention on correcting 
the mistakes of the previous year, 
not implementing new changes 
that would further degrade ser-
vice. The proposed changes could 
impact up to 96 percent of ZIP 
codes in the United States.
     “For nearly a year now, we 
have had to f ight the United 
States Postal Service tooth and 
nail to fulfill its mission and 
provide timely delivery of mail, 
medications, paychecks, ballots, 
and other essentials to Americans 
across the nation,” said Attorney 
General James. “Now, instead of 
fixing the problems that remain 
delinquent a year later, Postmaster 
General DeJoy wants to lead the 
USPS in making further service 
cuts that would only result in more 
delays. The Postal Regulatory 
Commission should reject these 
changes and direct the USPS to 
take action to resume USPS ser-
vice to what it once was. If they 
don’t, we will not hesitate to use 
every tool at our disposal to hold 
the USPS accountable.”
     Attorney General James and 
the coalition write, in their state-
ment of position today, that despite 
the USPS’s claims that it “imple-
mented a series of purported 
cost-saving initiatives” a year ago, 
the truth is that the changes “had 
a devastating effect on mail ser-
vice.” Those initiatives included 
drastic changes to USPS’s policies 
with respect to extra and late trips 
and were implemented virtually 
overnight without any prior input 
from the Postal Regulatory Com-
mission. As a result, the coalition 
argues, mail delivery across the 
nation slowed, and Americans 
who depended on the USPS for the 

delivery of prescription medica-
tion, paychecks, and other neces-
sities were left stranded. 
     The coalition also argues that 
the increased delays also made 
it more difficult for the states to 
perform a variety of essential 
functions and provide critical ser-
vices to their residents, including 
the delivery of mail and absentee 
ballots before the November 2020 
presidential election. As a result of 
Postmaster General DeJoy’s ef-
forts, the USPS is poised to repeat 
many of these mistakes.
     The coalition reminds the 
Postal Regulatory Commission 
of the obligations and benefits of 
the USPS, including its commit-
ment to prompt, reliable service 
of necessary, life-saving goods to 
all residents of New York. 
Postmaster General DeJoy’s pro-
posed service standards would 
slow down mail delivery for a 
significant portion of First-Class 
mail, and would significantly 
hinder the USPS’s mission to pro-
vide reliable service. This change 
would prevent New York and the 
federal government from deliver-
ing essential services in a timely 
manner, including providing 
public assistance to low-income 
individuals and families, running 
driver’s licensing and child wel-
fare programs, and administering 
elections. In addition to dispro-
portionately affecting low-income 
Americans, the proposed changes 
would significantly impact those 
living in rural areas.
     The group also acknowledges 
the difficulties put upon postal 
service workers by these cuts, 
and how critical it is for the Postal 
Regulatory Commission to pre-
vent further changes after a dev-
astating year — pointing directly 
to the disastrous changes made at 
the USPS, last year, in response 
to the coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19) pandemic. As the 
USPS Office of Inspector General 
found, last year, the July 2020 
cost-saving initiatives that were 
implemented were done with-
out adequate planning and were 
poorly communicated — leading 
to a rapid decline in service from 
which the USPS has still not fully 
recovered.
The coalition strongly urges the 
Postal Regulation Commission to 
reject the sweeping changes pro-
posed by the USPS and, instead, 
refocus its energies on fixing its 
ongoing performance deficien-
cies.
     Attorney General James has 
been fighting to protect USPS 
services since last year. Last 

August, Attorney General James 
led a coalition of states and cities 
from across the country in filing a 
lawsuit to stop the Trump Admin-
istration’s attempts to dismantle 
the USPS. The slowdown had life-
threatening impacts on veterans 
and seniors who were not able to 
receive medication, as well as eco-
nomic impacts on individuals that 
had to wait for pension checks and 
paychecks. As the United States 
neared November’s presidential 
election, the USPS also handled 
a record number of mail-in bal-
lots because of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
     Shortly after the lawsuit was 
filed, Attorney General James 
filed a motion for a preliminary 
injunction, asking the court to 
quickly stop former President 
Donald Trump, the USPS, and 
Postmaster General DeJoy from 
continuing down the path of slow-
ing mail operations in the lead-up 
to Election Day. In September, 
the court issued a preliminary 
injunction, national in scope, that 
was set to immediately take ef-
fect, but for a month the Trump 
Administration made excuses in 
an effort to avoid full compliance 
with that order.
     In October 2020, Attorney 
General James won an interim 
order that clarified that the Trump 
Administration had to take every 
effort to restore USPS sorting ma-
chines and use special measures 
(including delivering mail via air 
transportation) to deliver election 
mail on time over those next few 
weeks. 
     After the USPS did not comply 
with the interim order, the court 
issued a minute-order on Election 
Day, November 3, 2020, in which 
the judge instructed the USPS to 
immediately send postal inspec-
tors or inspectors from the USPS 
Office of Inspector General to 
post offices in various cities and 
states across the country to sweep 
for any ballots that had yet to be 
delivered and send them out im-
mediately.
     Attorney General James co-led 
today’s statement of position with 
Pennsylvania Attorney General 
Josh Shapiro. The two are joined 
by the attorneys general of Cali-
fornia, Colorado, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, 
Maryland, Massachusetts, Michi-
gan, Minnesota, Nevada, New 
Jersey, New Mexico, North Caro-
lina, Oregon, Vermont, Virginia, 
and the District of Columbia. Ad-
ditionally, the City of New York 
and the City and County of San 
Francisco also joined the coalition.

Companion measure also intro-
duced in the Senate

     U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (D-
NY) and Maria Elvira Salazar 
(R-FL) announced today that they 
reintroduced bipartisan legislation 
in the House of Representatives 
to help increase support to female 
entrepreneurs and women-owned 
businesses. 
     The Interagency Committee on 
Women’s Business Enterprise Act 
would reauthorize the Interagency 

Committee on Women’s Busi-
ness Enterprise (ICWBE), a U.S. 
government entity charged with 
coordinating federal resources to 
help women-owned businesses 
grow and succeed.
     The legislation was also re-
introduced in the U.S. Senate 
by Senators Tammy Duckworth 
(D-IL),Tim Scott (R-SC), Ben 
Cardin (D-MD) and Susan Col-
lins (R-ME). 
     “It is imperative that we do 
everything possible to help our 

small businesses rebound from 
the impact of the coronavirus pan-
demic, and that includes women-
owned businesses,” said Rep. 
Meng. “Helping women business 
owners succeed and thrive is a 
ticket to helping ensure a strong 
economy as well as creating jobs 
and spurring innovation, and our 
bipartisan legislation would make 
sure that women entrepreneurs 
can access the critical government 

Meng And Salazar Reintroduce Bipartisan Legislation in 
The House to Help Women Entrepreneurs 
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     Peanut Butter & Jelly. Batman 
& Robin. Rock & Roll. Now the 
world has another great combina-
tion: The newest book on Queens 
and the borough’s oldest domicile.
     Author Rob MacKay will 
discuss his latest work, Historic 
Houses of Queens, at the Bowne 
House on Sunday, June 27, at 
2 pm. From under a tent in the 
front yard, the Queens Historical 
Society trustee, who works at 
the Queens Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, will present 
an illustrated talk, participate in 
a Q&A session, sign copies and 
sell his book.
     The afternoon will include 
tours of the Flushing property, 
an official New York City and 
National landmark. The event is 
free, but RSVP is required.
     Released by Arcadia Publish-
ing on May 10, Historic Houses 
of Queens uses 200 images and 
lengthy captions to inform on 
several distinguished districts 
and more than 50 significant 
residences that date back as far 
as the mid-1660s. The subjects 
include rustic farmsteads, seaside 
escapes for the extremely wealthy, 
corporate towns, over-the-top 
mansions, and planned communi-
ties. Their owners were America’s 

forefathers, religious dignitaries, 
nouveau riche industrialists, Wall 
Street tycoons, world leaders, 
prominent African American 
entertainers, and the middle class.
     Of course, the Bowne House is 
described at length in MacKay’s 
book. In or around 1661, English 
immigrant John Bowne (1627-
1695) built a wooden-frame house 
in Flushing’s small, English-
speaking community, which was 
part of Dutch-controlled New 
Netherlands and called “Vliss-
ingen” at the time. The activism 
began soon thereafter. 
     John became a pioneer in the 
fight for religious liberty. His 
house was a meeting spot for 
Quakers, who practiced their faith 
despite threats from the govern-
ment, which only allowed the 
Dutch Reformed Church at the 
time. Though he didn’t sign it, 
John was a leading force behind 
the Flushing Remonstrance, a 
1657 petition to New Netherlands 
requesting freedom for Quaker 
worship. The document, which 
his brother-in-law signed, is 
considered to be the base for the 
freedom-of-religion or “liberty of 
conscience” provision in the Bill 
of Rights. 
     John’s descendants (members 

of the Bowne and Parsons fami-
lies) were extremely involved in 
the abolition movement. The 
dwelling, whose address is 37-01 
Bowne St., was a busy stop on 
the Underground Railroad, as 
many escaped slaves hid from 
bounty hunters there. Plus, sev-
eral descendants helped found 
the Flushing Female Association, 
which provided free education 
to African American children of 
former slaves.
     Nine generations of Bownes 
lived in the English Colonial 
saltbox until 1945, when they do-
nated the property to the Bowne 
House Historical Society, which 
maintains the estate as a museum. 
Newly opened, but still compli-
ant with Covid safety protocols, 
the dwelling displays roughly 
5,000 objects (furniture, clothes, 
textiles) that the family acquired 
over more than three centuries. 
There’s also a collection of rare 
books and correspondence that 
offers insight into the civil and 
political activities that surrounded 
the family. Plus, it’s the oldest 
domicile in Queens and one of the 
oldest houses in New York City.
     For more information on 
Bowne House, send an email to 
office@bownehouse.org

Historic Queens Property Hosts Author Talk And Free 
House Tours on Sunday, June 27

Acclaimed, award-winning tap 
dance company kicks off Queens 
Theatre’s first-ever outdoor sum-
mer season

     For the first-time ever, Queens 
Theatre will step to a new beat 
in Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park this summer with the world 
premiere of the award-winning 
Dorrance Dance’s “…Praise: The 
Inevitable Fruit of Gratitude” on 
July 9th and 10th. The free per-
formances will launch Queens 
Theatre’s summer season filled 
with music, dance, and cultural 
programming.
     The extraordinary Dorrance 
Dance tap dancers will embark on 
a journey that explores a rhythmi-
cal expression of the innermost 
yearnings of gratitude by coming 
together in “…Praise: The Inevi-
table Fruit of Gratitude,” created 
by Josette Wiggan-Freund in 
collaboration with the musical 
genius of jazz trumpeter phenom 
Keyon Harrold.
     The premiere event will be 
held on Queens Theatre’s new 
outdoor summer stage, which 
will be located yards away from 
the theatre at 14 United Nations 
Avenue South in the park, for 
five weeks. The performances 
take place on Friday, July 9th at 
7:30pm ET and on Saturday, July 
10th at 2:00pm and 7:30pm ET. 
All performances are free, but 
reserved tickets are required and 
will be made available online at 
www.queenstheatre.org this Fri-
day, June 25th at 10:00am.
Visit queenstheatre.org for more 
information.
     Based in New York City, Dor-
rance Dance is an award-winning 
tap dance company currently 
celebrating its 10th Anniversary. 
Led by Founder/Artistic Director 

Queens Theatre Brings Rhythm & Movement to  
Flushing Meadows Corona Park With Outdoor Premiere  

Performance by Dorrance Dance on July 9th and 10th
Michelle Dorrance with Josette 
Wiggan-Freund and Nicholas 
Van Young, the company sup-
ports dancers and musicians who 
embody and push the dynamic 
range that tap dance has to offer. 
The company’s mission is to en-
gage with audiences on a musical 
and emotional level, and to share 
the complex history and powerful 
legacy of this Black American art 
form through performance and 
education.
     “I couldn’t be more excited 
about this collaboration between 
two singular ar t ists in their 
f ields,” said founder, artistic 
director, and 2015 MacArthur 
Fellow Michelle Dorrance. “Jo-
sette and Keyon both bring such 
a tremendous depth and range of 
emotion to their work, they move 
me at the center of my being, and 
I can’t wait to feel the energy of 
their coming together on stage 
for the first time! I am thrilled 
and humbled to be a dancer in 
this work.”
Founded in 2011, the company 
has received countless accolades, 
rave reviews, and has performed 
at venues including Danspace 
Project, Jacob’s Pillow Dance 
Festival, The Joyce Theater, 
New York City Center, Brooklyn 
Academy of Music, Vail Dance 
Festival, the Kennedy Center, 
Lincoln Center Out of Doors, 
Works and Process at the Gug-
genheim, Carolina Performing 
Arts at UNC Chapel Hill, Cal 
Performances at UC Berkeley, 
among many others, including 
international venues in Canada, 
France, Germany, Spain, Eng-
land, Hong Kong, Singapore, 
and Russia. 
     “The inspiration of this piece 
comes 100 percent from Keyon 
Harrold’s riveting music which 

captivates the soul while daz-
zling the mind,” Josette Wiggan-
Freund said. “’Praise...’ is a jour-
ney to a place where gratitude is 
expressed through release, where 
breakthrough becomes sacred 
space and where awareness of 
the here and now transcends all 
fear or doubt”
     Added Keyon Harrold, “The 
collaboration with Josette Wig-
gan-Freund and Dorrance Dance 
was birthed from a place of faith 
and inspiration. It is my first full-
length collaboration with a dance 
company as the sole composer, 
so it is a special one. Seeing my 
compositions inspire Josette’s 
unbelievable movement is like 
the visceral miracle of birth; born 
from love and hope! I am eter-
nally excited to share this work.”
The three performances will 
kick off a robust array of out-
door events presented by Queens 
Theatre this summer. Funding for 
the outdoor season is provided in 
part by Con Edison as part of its 
Arts Al Fresco series. Queens 
Theatre will announce additional 
programs for the summer season 
– which runs through August 7th 
– later this month.
     “We can’t wait to reconnect 
with our community members 
in person this summer, bringing 
people together for the shared 
joyful experiences that come 
with seeing performances live. 
We couldn’t be more proud or 
excited that the very first event 
will be new work from such 
an incredible company,” said 
Queens Theatre Executive Di-
rector Taryn Sacramone. “As 
Dorrance Dance says, ‘music is 
at the root of everything we cre-
ate.’ And this summer, we look 
forward to creating memories 
that will last a lifetime.”

resources they need to help them 
start, grow, and sustain their busi-
nesses. Our government must be 
there to help our women-owned 
businesses, especially as we work 
to put COVID-19 in the rearview 
mirror, and I thank Rep. Salazar, 
Rep. Houlahan and my Senate col-
leagues for partnering with me on 
this crucial bill. I look forward to 
the measure moving through the 
House and Senate.”
     “Women own 1 in every 3 
small businesses and that num-
ber has only grown over the last 
year,” said Rep. Salazar. “We must 
continue to work together to give 
women the resources and tools to 
further fuel this entrepreneurial 
spirit. I am proud to join Con-
gresswoman Meng in introducing 
this bipartisan legislation that 
will build economic strength for 
women at a time when it is needed 
most.”
     “This pandemic has been 
devastating for women in the 
workforce,” said Rep. Chrissy 
Houlahan (D-PA), an original 
cosponsor of the bill. “To rebuild 
successfully, we must invest in 
America’s working women. An 
investment in working women 
is a guaranteed way to boost our 
economy, spark job creation, and 
begin to build a more equitable 
economy. There’s a reason this 
legislation is both bipartisan and 
bicameral – elected leaders rec-
ognize the economic importance 
of supporting working women, 
particularly in the wake of this 
pandemic. As an entrepreneur 
myself, I know firsthand the bar-
riers women face when building 
a business, and that, despite the 
passage of time, those barri-
ers are still very much in place. 
That’s why this legislation is so 
crucial, so that we can begin to 
dismantle those barriers and build 
mechanisms to encourage and 
support women’s participation in 
our economy. I am proud to join 
Representatives Meng and Salazar 
and Senators Duckworth, Scott, 
Cardin and Collins on this crucial 
initiative.”
     “As we work to recover from the 
economic impacts of COVID-19, 
we should be doing everything we 
can to help businesses grow and 
create jobs in their communities, 
especially women-owned busi-
nesses,” said Senator Duckworth. 
“I’m proud that we’ve come to-
gether in a bipartisan manner to 
introduce this legislation, which 
would help level the playing field 
for women entrepreneurs and 
business owners by making sure 
they have access to resources 
across federal agencies. It would 
also make sure the federal govern-
ment shares and implements best 
practices so women can start and 
expand their businesses and keep 
contributing to our economy.”
     ICWBE was established in 1979 
and led several federal agencies in 
developing policies to help women 
business owners flourish. It was 

maintained during both Demo-
cratic and Republican adminis-
trations but it became inactive in 
2000. Since then, no other federal 
agency has had the authority to 
help coordinate federal resources 
for businesses owned by women.
     If revived, ICWBE would 
look at the behavior of federal 
agencies in how they support, 
expand, and strengthen resources 
and programs for women-owned 
businesses – ultimately making 
sure that the federal government is 
doing all it can to support female 
entrepreneurs.
     “WCOE-USA and WCOE’s 
New York chapter strongly sup-
port the bill introduced by Rep-
resentatives Meng and Salazar to 
revive the Interagency Committee 
on Women’s Business Enterprise,” 
said Lee Cunningham, Legislative 
Committee Chair of Women Con-
struction Owners & Executives 
(WCOE). “This critical entity 
has been dormant for way too 
long and must be swiftly restored. 
More needs to be done to encour-
age and support new generations 
of women so they can be success-
ful. Revitalizing the Interagency 
Committee will renew a focus 
on the importance of women in 
business. Representative Meng 
and Salazar’s bill would ensure 
resources from key departments 
and agencies are being used ef-
fectively, and it would make sure 
that the Interagency Committee 
can carry out its mission to sup-
port women-owned businesses.” 
    “Women’s Entrepreneurship 
Day Organization (WEDO) fully 
supports the Interagency Com-
mittee on Women’s Business 
Enterprise Act,” said Wendy 
Diamond, Founder of Women’s 
Entrepreneurship Day Organiza-
tion (WEDO). “We must remove 
barriers that are blocking women 
entrepreneurs from reaching their 
highest potential and success. For 
too long, encouraging women 
entrepreneurs and giving them 
an equal playing field have been 
two different things; however, this 
bill bridges that gap. By eliminat-
ing the barriers women face in 
business, entrepreneurship, and 
startups, we are creating a more 
equitable and profitable industry 
that both supports and encourages 
more women entrepreneurs.” 
     The legislation is supported by 
Women Veterans Business Coali-
tion (WVBC), Small Business 
Majority, Center for American 
Entrepreneurship, Women Con-
struction Owners and Executives 
(WCOEUSA), National Associa-
tion of Women Business Owners 
(NAWBO), California Associa-
tion for Micro Enterprise Oppor-
tunity (CAMEO), GovEvolve, 
HUBZone Contractors National 
Council, Montgomery County 
Chamber of Commerce (MCCC) 
and Women’s Entrepreneurship 
Day Organization (WEDO).
     The bill has been referred to the 
House Small Business Committee 
and the Senate Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship Committee.

Meng And Salazar Reintroduce  
Bipartisan Legislation in The House to 

Help Women Entrepreneurs
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QBP Richards Forms Task Force to Address 
Quality-Of-Life Issues in College Point

     Queens Borough Presi-
dent Donovan Richards Jr. 
has announced he formed 
an inter-agency task force 
to address quality-of-life 
issues in the College Point 
neighborhood of Queens.
     The College Point Task 
Force includes elected of-
ficials, agency officials, 
and community leaders, 
and they will collectively 
develop and implement 
solutions to the issues in 
College Point. These issues 
are generally related to an 
ongoing sewer construc-
tion project that has caused 
a number of difficulties for 
neighborhood residents and 
business owners, including 
excessive noise, the loss of 
parking space, and hazard-
ous road conditions.
     “The current sewer con-
struction project in College 
Point has caused a great 
deal of hardship for local 
residents and businesses, 
taking about five years to 
complete and causing many 
disruptions caused by this 
seemingly endless work,” 
said Borough President 
RICHARDS. “Our new 
College Point Task Force 
will meet regularly to ad-

dress the issues facing the 
community, ensuring a reli-
able channel of communica-
tion between City officials 
and the neighborhood’s 
residents and homeowners. 
We will work together to fix 
the quality-of-life issues in 
the area and to bring this 
sewer project to an environ-
mentally conscious, speedy, 
and successful conclusion.”
     “The biggest complaint 
that College Point residents 
have constantly brought up 
for the last several years is 
lack of communication with 
the government agencies.” 
said State Senator JOHN C. 
LIU. “As it is crucial for the 
residents to be connected 
with the City agencies, the 
newly launched College 
Point Task Force will play 
a role to bridge residents 
and city agencies, not to 
mention bringing feasible 
results. Many thanks to 
Queens Borough President 
Richards for launching this 
Task Force that has been 
long overdue.”
     “College Point’s failing 
infrastructure has been ne-
glected for far too long, and 
I thank Borough President 
Richards for organizing 

a task force focused on 
achieving tangible results 
in our community,” said 
Assemblymember DANIEL 
ROSENTHAL “All New 
Yorkers have a right to safe, 
well-preserved streets and 
curbs, and I look forward to 
working with Queens Bor-
ough Hall and College Point 
leaders in ensuring that our 
infrastructure is not only 
fixed, but our community is 
moving towards permanent 
resolutions that foster small 
businesses and promote a 
greater quality of life.”
     “For far too long, College 
Point has not received the 
proper attention it deserves, 
said City Councilmember 
PAUL A. VALLONE. “We 
already have more than 
our fair share of municipal 
facilities that have been 
dumped here with almost no 
consideration for the com-
munity. Each year, we call 
upon the City to complete 
total reconstruction of Col-
lege Point roadways, only 
to have it fall on deaf ears. I 
applaud Borough President 
Richards for undertaking 
this endeavor as the City 
must prioritize Northeast 
Queens.”

Inspection Deadline is 
Approaching; More Than 
144,000 Customers Need 
to Schedule Inspections to 
Avoid Fines and Service 
Disruption.

     Con Edison advises gas 
customers that the deadline 
for completing state-man-
dated inspections of gas me-
ters and piping is September 
2021. More than 825,000 
customers have already 
completed the free safety 
inspections in a program 
that began in 2017. 
     Approximately 144,000 
gas customers with indoor 
meters have yet to schedule 
inspections. Customers who 
remain out of safety compli-
ance face state-mandated 
fines of up to $500 per me-
ter and service disruptions. 
     Con Edison asks custom-
ers’ cooperation to improve 
safety and avoid the penal-
ties of non-compliance by 
scheduling their inspection 
today.
     Inspections are free of 
charge and take an average 
of 15 minutes. 
     “ S a fe t y  i s  o u r  
highest priority,” said Kathy 
Boden, vice president, 
Gas Engineering, for Con  
Edison. “We urge customers 
to schedule gas inspections 
to protect themselves and 
their loved ones from the 
danger of undetected gas 
leaks.”
     Con Edison has conduct-
ed an extensive customer 
outreach effort, distributing 
more than 2 million e-mails, 
letters, and leave-behinds to 
encourage participation and 
help customers avoid penal-

Con Edison Urges Gas Customers To Schedule 
Free Safety Inspection Now

ties for non-compliance.
     Inspectors look for 
gas leaks and corrosion on 
pipes. If inspectors find a 
leak, they take immediate 
action to keep customers 
and the public safe. In rare 
cases repairs may be re-
quired on customer-owned 
piping, meaning the cus-
tomer is required to hire a 
licensed plumber. Once the 
plumber completes those 
repairs and the repairs are 
certified, Con Edison will 
return promptly to turn the 
gas back on. 
     Gas customers in West-
chester, Manhattan, the 
Bronx and Queens can 
schedule an inspection by 
calling 1-800-643-1289 
weekdays between 7:30 a.m. 
and 3 p.m. or sending an 
e-mail to gasinspections@
coned.com. If you call after 
hours, leave a message and a 
representative will call you 
the next business day.
     Customers can self-
schedule their appoint-
ments:
•    Westchester customers 
can go to www.conEd.com/
GasInspectionWestchester; 
•    Bronx customers can 
go to:  www.conEd.com/
GasInspectionBronx;  
•    Manhattan customers 
can go to: www.conEd.com/
GasInspectionManhattan; 
•    Queens customers can 
go to: www.conEd.com/
GasInspectionQueens. 
     For more information 
on the inspections, go to: 
https://www.coned.com/en/
safety/safety/gas-safety/gas-
service-line-inspections
     Con Edison personnel car-
ry identification. If some-

one appears at a customer’s 
door looking to enter, the 
customer should not hesitate 
to ask to see identification. 
If you are still unsure, call 
1-800-75-CONED.
     Reporting a Gas Odor
     Con Edison urges mem-
bers of the public to act 
quickly if they suspect a 
leak of natural gas, which 
car r ies an odorant that 
smells like rotten eggs. 
Leave the area and take 
others with you. Once away 
from the building, call 911 
or 1-800-75-CONED.
     Do not assume that some-
one else will call or that the 
odor is not natural gas.
     Con Edison responds 
quickly to reports of sus-
pected gas leaks. The aver-
age response time is about 
17 minutes. The company 
responds with 30 minutes 
98 percent of the time. 
     Using a phone, turn-
ing lights, appliances or a 
flashlight on or off, lighting 
a match or starting a car can 
create a spark and cause the 
gas to ignite.
     See other natural gas 
safety tips.
     Con Edison is a subsidiary 
of Consolidated Edison, Inc. 
[NYSE: ED], one of the 
nation’s largest investor-
owned energy companies, 
with approximately $12 bil-
lion in annual revenues and 
$62 billion in assets. The 
utility delivers electricity, 
natural gas and steam to 3.5 
million customers in New 
York City and Westchester 
County, N.Y. For financial, 
operations and customer 
service information, visit 
www.conEd.com

Maloney stated, “I’m very 
concerned that the Fed is 
going to raise rates too 
early, which would seri-
ously harm the economic 
recovery. As you stated 
last week, much of the 
recent rise in inflation had 
actually been expected. 
I strongly believe the re-
cent spike in inflation will 
only be temporary, and 
shouldn’t cause the Fed 
to raise interest rates too 
soon. In the early months 
of the pandemic, prices fell 
incredibly low, so now, a 
year later, the year-over-
year rise in prices looks 
very high. But that was 
only because prices fell 
to artificially low levels 
last year at this time. This 
is something that every-
one saw coming for many 
months, and so shouldn’t 
come as a surprise at all.”
     Rep. Maloney then 
asked, “How much of the 
recent rise in inflation do 
you attribute to artificially 
low prices from early in the 
pandemic, and how much 

do you attribute to other 
effects, like supply bottle-
necks pushing up prices, 
and a genuine rebound in 
economic activity?”
     Chairman Powell re-
sponded, “A pretty sub-
stantial part, or perhaps 
all of the overshoot and 
inflation, comes from cat-
egories that are directly 
affected by the reopening 
of the economy, such as 
used cars and trucks, in 
particular, there’s a sort 
of a perfect storm of very 
strong demand and weak 
supply due to the reopen-
ing of the economy and 
various factors. We see 
airplane tickets, we see 
hotel prices, we see other 
things. So those are things 
that we would look to start 
going up and ultimately to 
start to decline as these 
situations resolve them-
selves. They don’t’ speak 
to a broadly tight economy, 
to the kind of thing that has 
led to inflation over time. I 
will say that these effects 
have been larger than we 
expected, and they may 
turn out to be more persis-

tent than we’ve expected. 
But the incoming data 
are very much consistent 
with the view that these 
are factors that will wane 
over time. Inf lation will 
then move down toward 
our goals and we’ll be 
monitoring that carefully. 
Of course, we’re prepared 
to use our tools as appro-
priate if that turns out not 
to be the case, to guide 
inflation to 2 percent.”
     Rep. Maloney contin-
ued, asking, “Do you have 
any concerns with relying 
on traditional inf lation 
statistics, which we know 
are unreliable right now, in 
setting monetary policy?”
     Chairman Powell an-
swered, “I think the overall 
point is that the data that 
we’re looking at in the 
labor market, and for in-
flation and for growth, it’s 
in such an unusual setting 
of reopening the economy 
we have to be very humble 
about our ability to really 
try to draw signal out of 
it and it may take some 
patience to see what really 
is happening.”

Congresswoman Maloney Warns Federal Reserve 
Against Raising Interest Rates Prematurely
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N o t i c e  o f  Q u a l i f i c a t i o n 
o f  G E N T I N G  O R A N G E 
COUNTY LLC Appl. for Auth. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/06/21. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
LLC formed in Delaware (DE) 
on 12/23/13. Pr inc. of f ice 
of LLC: 100-00 Rockaway 
Blvd., Jamaica, NY 11420. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to c/o Corporation Service 
Co., 80 State St., Albany, 
NY 12207-2543. DE addr. 
of LLC: 251 Little Falls Dr., 
Wilmington, DE 19808-1674. 
Cer t .  of  Form. f i led wi th 
Jef frey W. Bullock - Secy. 
of State, DE, 401 Federal 
S t . ,  D o v e r,  D E  19 9 01.  
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
5/20,27,6/3,10,17&24/2021

Notice of Formation of Locks 
Done Right LLC. Articles of Org. 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York (SSNY) on 3/8/2021. 
Office located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC to: 
40-45 Elbertson Street, 145 
Elmhurst, NY 11373. Purpose: 
Any lawful activity or purpose. 
5/20,27,6/3,10,17&24/2021

Notice of Formation of STC 
BUILDING GROUP LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
04/08/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
des igna ted  as  agent  o f 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to:  The LLC, 36 -31 32nd 
Street, Astoria, NY 11106. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021

Notice of Formation of OGUN 
LOGISTICS, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 04/20/2021. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 118-16 91st Avenue, 
B3, Richmond Hill, NY 11418. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021

Notice of Formation of WG 
Square Management LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 5/11/21. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 20-07 127th 
St, College Point, NY 11356. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
MONERO TALK LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 04/26/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 144-32 78th Avenue, 
Apt. 2F, Flushing, NY 11367. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021

M&T Goods LLC filed with 
Queens County Clerk on 
5/14/21. Legalinc designated 
as agent for process and 
shal l  mai l  copy to:  1967 
W h e r l e  D r i v e ,  S u i t e  1 
#806, Buf falo, NY 14221. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
5/27,6/3,10,17,24&7/1/2021

Notice of Formation of TROUP 
REALTY LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 04/29/2021. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to:  The LLC, 80 -19 64th 
Lane, Glendale, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021

Notice of formation of The 
Artist’s Terrace LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on May 18, 2021. 
Of f ice located in Queens. 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC, POB 
750605, Forest Hills, NY 11475. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021

M E T R O  E N E R G Y  B R 
M EM B ER LLC,  A r t s .  o f 
Org. f i led with the SSNY 
on 05/19/2020. Off ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be ser ved. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: Muss Development LLC, 
A t t n:  Lo r i  M isha l i ,  118 -
35 Queens B lvd,  Forest 
Hills, NY 11375. Purpose: 
A n y  L a w f u l  P u r p o s e . 
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
HANDMADE NEW YORK 
CLOTHING, LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/26/2021. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: The LLC, 115-56 
147 Street, Jamaica, NY 11436. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
CHICBYTHELAYERS LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
01/22/2018. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
des ignated  as  agent  o f 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process 
to: The LLC, 139-41 231st 
Street, Laurelton, NY 11413. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
JAYANDER FITNESS LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/10/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: The LLC, 117-21 200th 
Street, St. Albans, NY 11412. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021

ROCK BEACH PROPERTIES, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the 
SSNY on 06/02/21. Office: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, 1662 Sheepshead Bay 
Road, Brooklyn, NY 11235. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021

ACDC HOLDINGS LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 05/19/21. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 85-39 Wareham 
Place, Jamaica, NY 11432. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
B P D  “ B U S H  PAY R O L L 
DEVELOPMENTS” LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/29/2019. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: The LLC, 115-24 175th 
Street, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021

Notice of Formation of GALA-
CY LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 06/08/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The LLC, 
248-25 Northern Blvd, Ste 1 
J-486, Little Neck, NY 11362. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/10,17,24,7/1,8&15/2021

Notice of Formation of TROUP 
REALTY LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 04/29/2021. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: The LLC, 80-19 
64th Lane, Glendale, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/3,10,17,24,7/1&8/2021

Notice of formation of limited 
liability company (LLC). Name: 
MONEY MUSIC HITS, LLC. 
Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of New York on 03/31/2021. 
NY office location: Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. The post 
office address to which the 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process against the LLC 
served upon him/her is Money 
Music Hits, LLC 115-36 Bedell 
Street, Basement Jamaica, 
NY 11434. Purpose/character 
of LLC: Any Lawful Purpose. 
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021

6 Kerry Lane LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 4/21/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Helena Kerry Patilla, 
463 West St., B333, New York, 
NY 10014. General Purpose. 
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021

Notice of Formation of HIGHER 
VIBERATIONS LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 03/12/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The LLC, 
44-19 Rockaway Beach Blvd., 
4A, Far Rockaway, NY 11691. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021

Notice of Formation of VISTA 
FLIGHT TRAVEL LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/08/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 31-31 92nd Street, 
East Elmhurst, NY 11369. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021

SHAHANAZ’S MOM LLC, 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 06/15/2021. Office 
loc: Queens County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be ser ved. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
Kamal Uddin, 31 45 Crescent 
Street, Apt 7C, Long Island 
City, NY 11106. Purpose: 
A n y  L a w f u l  P u r p o s e . 
6/17,24,7/1,8,15&22/2021

SWI HOLDINGS LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 6/9/21. Office in Queens 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to The LLC 5841 
47th St Maspeth, NY 11378. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/24,7/1,8,15,22&29/2021

Notice of Formation of ANGELS 
AND THE GUARDIANS OF 
SOULS, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/18/21.  Office 
locat ion: Queens County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shall mail process to: 
Jerry Doyle, 105-10 62nd Rd. 
Apt 7F, Forrest Hills, NY 11373.  
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
6/24,7/1,8,15,22&29/2021

Teado’s House of Beauty LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 6/10/2021. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 22019 134th 
Rd., Spr ingf ield Gardens, 
NY 11413. General Purpose. 
6/24,7/1,8,15,22&29/2021

Per621, LLC, Arts of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 6/11/2021. Cty: Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process 
to Patrick E. Ricketts, 2094 
Seagirt Blvd., 4A, Far Rockaway, 
NY 11691. General Purpose. 
6/24,7/1,8,15,22&29/2021

Notice of Formation of FINE 
TASTES, LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 04/12/2021. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 205-11 36th Avenue, 
Suite 379, Bayside, NY 11361. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
6/24,7/1,8,15,22&29/2021

Too Wavy Ent LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 6/11/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 112-
49 205th St., St. Albans, NY 
11412. General  Purpose. 
6/24,7/1,8,15,22&29/2021

GEN Z NETWORK, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 06/14/21. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 20-60 
26th Street, Astoria, NY 11105. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
6/24,7/1,8,15,22&29/2021

     On June 19, 1865, more 
than two years after Pres-
ident Abraham Lincoln 
signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation, ending slav-
ery in the U.S., a Union gen-
eral arrived in Galveston 
Texas to inform enslaved 
African-Americans that 
they were free. 
     Since that day, June-
teenth, derived from com-
bining June and 19 has 
been celebrated by many 
African-Americans as an 
annual holiday recognizing 
the true end of slavery.
     As the sun sets on the 
day of the first ever official 
holiday, the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce celebrates 
Juneteenth. We reflect upon 

be, the company operates 
an innovative healthcare 
model focused on qual-
ity of care over volume of 
services, and assumes the 

full f inancial risk of its 
patients. Oak Street Health 
currently operates more 
than 90 centers across 14 
states. To learn more about 
Oak Street Health’s proven 
approach to care.

Oak Street Health Opens 
First Primary Care  
Center in Queens

(Continued from page 3)

Queens Chamber of Commerce 
Commemorates Juneteenth

the ending of slavery in the 
U.S. on this date, the prog-
ress made, and the work 
that still needs to be done. 
     We believe that this 
newly established Federal 
holiday is a move towards 
inclusion and that inclusion 
is good not just for busi-
ness, but for the continued 
growth of the most diverse 
place on Earth. 
     The Queens Chamber 
has never been more di-
verse as evidenced by the 
composition of our Board, 
our Members and our Staff. 
We are heartened that many 
businesses in Queens al-
ready embrace diversity 
and inclusion, and seek to 
unite and not divide.

Following Election Day, Richard 
Lee is Confident About  

District 19 Results
     With over 10,000 votes 
cast in the Democratic Pri-
mary, Richard Lee, Can-
didate for City Council, 
awaits ranked choice voting 
results and absentee voting 
counts.  
     Richard Lee said, “With 
ranked choice voting and 
over 4,000 absentee ballots 
requested, I am confident 
that once those votes are 
taken into consideration, we 
will close the gap and claim 

victory in this race.”
     Richard Lee is a candi-
date seeking the Democrat-
ic nomination for the New 
York City Council’s 19th 
District, which encompass-
es Auburndale, Bay Ter-
race, Bayside, Beechhurst, 
College Point, Douglaston, 
Flushing, Little Neck, Mal-
ba, and Whitestone. To 
learn more about Richard, 
check out his website at 
www.richardlee.nyc
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Taking Weapons Off Our Streets

     A total of 79 guns were col-
lected during our most recent 
community gun buyback event 
at St. Mary Magdalene Roman 
Catholic Church in Springfield 
Gardens last Saturday.
     It is important that we con-
tinue to come together as a com-
munity to reject the idea that 
this scourge of gun violence is 

insurmountable. Every gun that 
we get off the streets is a poten-
tial life saved, a potential tragedy 
averted. 
     Queens District Attorney 
Melinda Katz thanked Attorney 
General Letitia James, the NYPD 
and all our community partners 
for their support and unwavering 
commitment to public safety.

Safeguarding Our Seniors

     QDA Melinda Katz’s office 
works tirelessly, in a coordinated 
and comprehensive way, to ensure 
that our senior citizens are living 
their golden years in a safe and 
secure environment.
     As part of these efforts, QDA 
Melinda Katz hosted a senior lun-
cheon at Rochdale Village, with 
special guests New York State At-
torney General Letitia James and 

Council Member Adrienne Ad-
ams, to discuss crime prevention 
methods and available resources 
to protect Queens’ elder popula-
tion. My Elder Fraud Unit and 
Elder Abuse Project work hand in 
hand to investigate crimes against 
older adults, provide needed as-
sistance, and obtain justice for 
victims. If you need help, call 
718.286.6578.


