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The date on the plaque placed by the Italian Chamber of Commerce of the Borough of Queens 
and Allied Societies in Astoria on October 12, 1937 features the words of President Franklin 
Roosevelt: “But For Columbus There Would Be No America”. Photo by Walter Karling.

WHY FDR CELEBRATED COLUMBUS DAY

As Weather Gets Warmer, NYC  
Administration For Children’s  

Services Announces Tips to Keep 
Kids Safe This Summer

As the weather gets warmer, NYC Administration for Children’s 
Services Commissioner David A. Hansell has announced sum-
mer safety tips for parents and caregivers. 
     Prevent the Spread of COVID-19 - As the weather get warmer 
and New York City going through reopening, it is important that 
we remain vigilant in protecting ourselves, our children, our fam-
ily members and our community members from COVID-19.  To 
help prevent the spread of COVID-19, New Yorkers need to wear 
face coverings in public, remain socially distant when possible 
and practice good hand hygiene:
•    Children over the age of 2 must wear a face covering when in 
public and unable to socially distance. Small children are more 
likely to touch their face covering, so caretakers should wash 
children’s hands or apply hand sanitizer often.
•    Stay home at all times if you are sick. If you’re not feeling 
any better after 3 to 4 days, contact your health care provider.
•    Avoid close contact with people who are sick.
•    Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue or sleeve when 
sneezing or coughing. Do not use your hands.
•    Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 
seconds or use an alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
•    Keep at least 6 feet of distance between yourself and others.
     Due to the unprecedented impact of COVID-19 on New 

QUEENS WINNERS IN THE JUNE 23 
DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY ELECTION

Pictured above are Members of the House of Representatives from Queens who won 
their Democratic Primary Election (l to r) Congress Member Gregory Meeks CD 5, 
Congress Member Thomas Suozzi CD 3 and Congress Member Grace Meng CD 6. 
They all will be seeking election with Joe Biden in the November General Election.

     While liberals today seek to 
discredit and condemn Columbus 
Day, their beloved FDR actually 
celebrated it. Here’s why.
     In 1937, Pres. Franklin D. Roos-
evelt actually instituted Columbus 
Day as a federal holiday. And, in 

Oct. 12, 1940 remarks celebrat-
ing Columbus Day, he explained 
why celebrating Columbus Day is 
important.
     FDR apparently saw Columbus 
Day as an opportunity to celebrate 
and honor the qualities of vision, 

faith, courage and perseverance in 
the face of “grievous trial” - not 
as an opportunity to disparage 
America.
     He also apparently considered 

Queens Chamber of Commerce Serves 
as Logistical Headquarters For Over 

500,000 Free Masks For  
Small Businesses in Queens

     Recently, the NYC Depart-
ment of Small Business Services 
(SBS) sent the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce a free shipment 
of over 500,000 protective face 
masks to be picked up by Queens 
businesses, starting Tuesday.  The 
masks were sent to the Chamber 
as part of a citywide effort to dis-
tribute more than 4 million face 

coverings to small businesses 
and their employees as the New 
York City economy reopens. The 
Chamber had previously distrib-
uted 200,000 face masks as part 
of this initiative. 
     “NYC means business. Our 
small businesses are tough, resil-
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.

(Continued from page 1)

WHY FDR CELEBRATED COLUMBUS DAY

York City, ACS and the City of 
New York have developed a list 
of resources for those seeking as-
sistance: Coping Through COVID 
and Teens Take on COVID.
     Free COVID-19 testing is now 
available in New York City at 
more than 100 locations across the 
city. Visit the COVID-19 Testing 
page for more information
     Install Window Guards to 
Prevent Children From Falling 
- Window guards are metal or 
aluminum devices that are specifi-
cally designed to prevent children 
from falling. Guards should be in 
every window in the apartment 
and in common areas, except for 
windows leading to fire escapes. 
In buildings with fire escapes, the 
window guard must be left off one 
window in each ground-floor unit 
so that the window can be used as 
an emergency exit. In 2019, there 
were 11 falls among children 10 
years of age or younger; four died 
after falling from a window that 
did not have a properly installed 
window guard.
•    Never leave a child alone in a 
room where there are open win-
dows that do not have window 
guards.
•    If window guards are not in-
stalled, keep windows closed and 
make sure children cannot climb 
up to them.
•    Carefully check window guards 
periodically to ensure that they 
are secure.
•     If a window has an air condi-
tioner, it must be permanently and 
securely installed with one-way 
metal screws to prevent any falls. 
Never place a bed, chair or other 
object onto which children can 
climb in front of a window.
•    Keep children off balconies 
and terraces if they are not being 
closely supervised by an adult by 
locking doors to those areas.
•    Never let children play near 
elevator shafts or on fire escapes, 

balconies, terraces or rooftops. 
Don’t let them play unsupervised 
in building hallways that have 
unguarded windows.
•    Screens are not a substitute for 
window guards.
•    Call 311 to report unguarded 
hallway windows.
     For more information about ap-
proved window guards and proper 
installation visit nyc.gov/health.
     Look Before You Lock: Never 
Leave a Child Unattended in a Car
     Parents should always check 
the backseat of the car before 
leaving and locking a vehicle. 
Even if a child is sleeping and a 
parent is running a quick errand, 
they should take the child out of 
the car to ensure the child is safe. 
During summer months, espe-
cially, vehicles can reach over 100 
degrees Fahrenheit which could 
be fatal for small children as their 
bodies heat up three times faster 
than an adult’s does, according to 
the American Academy of Pedi-
atrics. According to the American 
Academy of Pediatrics, heat stroke 
is the leading cause of non-crash, 
vehicle-related deaths in children 
under 15. Infants and children 
up to four years of age are at the 
greatest risk for heat-related ill-
ness, according to the Centers for 
Disease and Control Prevention 
(CDC).
     Keep Kids Cool and Hy-
drated - In New York City, most 
heat-related deaths occur after 
exposure to heat in homes without 
air conditioners.  Parents should 
make sure to keep children cool 
and hydrated, make sure they are 
drinking plenty of f luids (stay 
away from really cold drinks or 
drinks with too much sugar), use 
an air conditioner if you have one 
and if possible stay out of the sun.
•    Dress infants and children in 
loose, lightweight, light-colored 
clothing.
•    When in the sun, apply sun-
screen to your child (at least SPF 
15) and a hat to protect their face 

and head.
•    If you do not have an air condi-
tioner, keep rooms well-ventilated 
with open windows and
•    Fans work best at night, when 
they can bring in cooler air from 
outside.
     Prevent Accidental Drownings 
- Portable pools vary in size and 
height, from tiny blow-up pools to 
larger designs that hold thousands 
of gallons of water.  They are easy 
to use, affordable and fun for the 
family.  But portable pools can be 
deadly and present a real danger 
to young children. According to 
the Center for Disease and Control 
prevention (CDC), drowning is the 
number one cause of accidental 
deaths of children between the 
ages 1 and 4 and most drownings 
occur in home swimming pools. 
•    Empty and put away smaller 
portable pools after every use.
•    Once the pool is set up, ensure 
high levels of supervision.
•    Cover larger portable pools 
and put access ladders away when 
adults are not present.
•    Install alarms on doors leading 
from the house to the pool area 
that will alert you when someone 
enters the pool area.
•    Teach children to swim, float 
and other basic life-saving skills; 
do not consider young children 
“drown-proof” because they have 
had swimming lessons.
•    Never go into the water alone – 
always have an adult and/or parent 
watching.
•    Learn how to swim.
•    Never play or swim near 
drains or suction outlets in pools 
and spas.
•    Never swim in a pool or hot tub 
that has a broken, loose or missing 
drain cover. 
•    Learn water safety skills and 
other life saving techniques.
     For more information about 
pool safety, visit www.poolsafely.
gov.

As Weather Gets Warmer, NYC Administration For  
Children’s  Services Announces Tips to Keep Kids Safe 

This Summer

the day an opportunity to reflect 
on the efforts that resulted in the 
creation of the greatest, freest, 
most prosperous nation on the face 
of the Earth.
     “The promise which Colum-
bus’s discovery gave to the world, 
of a new beginning in the march 
of human progress, has been in 
process of fulfillment for four 
centuries. Our task is now to 
make strong our conviction that 
in spite of setbacks that process 
will go on toward fulfillment,” 
FDR concluded.
     From The American Presidency 
Project at University of California 
Santa Barbara, here’s the full 
transcript of FDR’s 1940 Com-
memoration of Columbus Day 
(emphasis added):
     “The voyage of Christopher 
Columbus and his diminutive fleet 
toward the unknown west was not 
only a prelude to a new historical 
era. For the brave navigator it was 
the culmination of years of bold 

speculation, careful preparation, 
and struggle against opponents 
who had belittled his great plan 
and thwarted its execution.
     “Expounding the strange doc-
trine that beyond the ocean stood 
solid, habitable earth, Columbus 
had first to make his views plau-
sible to his doubting patrons and 
then to overcome the seemingly 
endless array of obstacles with 
which men of little minds barred 
the way to the fitting out of a fleet. 
Even when the three small ships 
were well away on their epoch-
making course the crews mutinied 
and demanded that he turn back. 
Columbus, however, held to his 
course and on the morning of Oc-
tober 12, 1492, the welcome land 
was sighted.
     “The courage and the faith and 
the vision of the Genoese naviga-
tor glorify and enrich the drama of 
the early movement of European 
people to America. Columbus 
and his fellow voyagers were the 
harbingers of later mighty move-
ments of people from Spain, from 

Columbus’s native Italy and from 
every country in Europe. And out 
of the fusion of all these national 
strains was created the America to 
which the Old World contributed 
so magnificently.
     “This year when we contem-
plate the estate to which the world 
has been brought by destructive 
forces, with lawlessness and wan-
ton power ravaging an older civili-
zation, and with our own republic 
girding itself for the defense of its 
institutions, we can revitalize our 
faith and renew our courage by 
a recollection of the triumph of 
Columbus after a period of griev-
ous trial.
     “The promise which Colum-
bus’s discovery gave to the world, 
of a new beginning in the march 
of human progress, has been in 
process of fulfillment for four 
centuries. Our task is now to make 
strong our conviction that in spite 
of setbacks that process will go on 
toward fulfillment.”

by Craig Bannister
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Congresswoman sends letter to 
Treasury Secretary and Internal 
Revenue Service Commissioner

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) announced that she sent 
a letter to U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Steven Mnuchin and Internal Rev-
enue Service (IRS) Commissioner 
Charles Rettig calling for the ex-
peditious release of Economic Im-
pact Payments (EIP) to all eligible 
recipients, and to immediately fix 
the inadequate operations of the 
IRS’ EIP hotline.
     Meng’s correspondence comes 
after hearing from numerous con-
stituents in her Queens, New York 
district who have still not received 
their EIP. While the IRS recently 

hired 3,500 telephone operators 
to help answer questions on its 
new hotline, difficulty persists in 
reaching those operators. 
     “The third coronavirus relief 
package, the CARES Act, created 
the Economic Impact Payment 
program to help eligible Ameri-
cans with a one-time payment to 
help weather the financial strain 
caused by the coronavirus pan-
demic,” said Meng. “Since then, 
many who were expecting a pay-
ment have not received one. When 
the IRS recently announced that it 
hired 3,500 telephone operators 
to help people track down their 
stimulus checks, I was encouraged 
by this news. I am outraged, how-
ever, that my constituents and my 

staff continue to face enormous 
difficulty with getting answers 
about their EIP payments. Secre-
tary Mnuchin and IRS Commis-
sioner Rettig must take immediate 
action to ensure timely responses 
to constituents’ concerns, and the 
speedy delivery of payments.”      
The number for the IRS hotline 
is 800-919-9835. It was recently 
set up to help address many com-
mon questions that individuals 
have about receiving their impact 
payments.
     The CARES Act, formally 
entitled the Coronavirus Aid, Re-
lief, and Economic Security Act, 
established payments consisting 
of up to $1,200 per adult and $500 
per child.

Congresswoman Grace Meng Demands IRS Fix Broken 
Economic Stimulus Payment Hotline

     Assembly woman Nily  
Rozic (D,WF-Fresh Meadows) 
last week announced that the City 
has commenced curb restoration 
and construction in Bayside Hills. 
Rozic allocated $500,000 in state 
funding to the NYC Department 
of Transportation (DOT) for 
the purposes of trench restora-
tion intended to bring streets 
to a state of good repair, which 
includes curb restorations. The 
NYC Department of Design and 
Construction (DDC) is managing 
the construction for DOT.
     Assemblywoman Rozic said, 
“Our streets in Bayside Hills have 
gone far too long without infra-
structure upgrades. With today’s 
announcement, our families in 
Bayside Hills will finally receive 
the street infrastructure that 
will raise home values, improve 
neighborhood safety and beautify 
its blocks.”
     DDC Commissioner Lorraine 
Grillo said, “The funding secured 
by Assemblywoman Rozic helps 
DDC and DOT improve streets, 
reduce flooding and enhance pe-
destrian safety. This work should 
be completed by the end of the 
week, and will be a real quality 

Rozic Funds Major Curb Restorations in Bayside Hills 
Project Invests 500K in Infrastructure Upgrades

of life improvement for the com-
munity.”
     DOT Queens Borough Com-
missioner Nicole Garcia said, 
“These curb restorations are an 
important and much needed step 
to bringing this street into a state 
of good repair and improving 
the quality of life for Bayside 
Hills residents. We thank As-
semblymember Rozic for fund-
ing these repairs, our partners at 
DDC, Community Board 11, and 
the Bayside Hills Community As-
sociation for all of their support to 
make this project happen.”
     Queens Community Board 11 
Chair Mike Budabin said, “Curb 
restoration projects have been a 
capital project priority of Com-
munity Board 11 for some time, 
and so we’re very happy to see 
that Assemblymember Rozic took 
the initiative on this project. We 
will continue to work together 
with Assemblymember Rozic 
to implement curb restoration 
projects within our district, and 
to advocate for additional curb 
contracts where needed.” 
     Bayside Hills Civic Asso-
ciation President Michael Feiner 
said, “I appreciate Assembly-

woman Rozic’s investment in our 
community to make this project 
a reality. Our neighborhood has 
been in critical need of these curb 
restorations and I look forward to 
the DDC’s completion.
     The curbs will be rebuilt 
along with new sidewalks that 
will be installed. The Bayside 
Hills makeover is expected to be 
complete later this week.
     Construction is taking place 
along 208th Street between 53rd 
Avenue & 56th Avenue, 210th 
Street between 50th Avenue 
and 53rd Avenue, and 213th 
Street between 56th Avenue & 
Horace Harding Expressway on 
weekdays between 7:00 AM to 
6:00 PM. Residents can expect 
intermittent restrictions to street 
curbside parking throughout the 
duration of the project which is 
expected to conclude this week. 
Repairs include the replacement 
of concrete curbs. 
     Questions about the status 
of the project can be directed 
to Rozic’s office at RozicN@
nyassembly.gov or the DDC’s 
Community Construction Liai-
son (CCL) Nitalkumar Patel at 
curb09ccl@gmail.com.

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz Hosts Brave Justice: 
Inaugural Summer Internship For Students

Program Welcomes 54 Law Stu-
dents and 12 College Students;Paid 
Internship Will Practice Social 
Distancing With Hybrid Schedule
 
     Queens District Attorney Me-
linda Katz recently announced 
the start of her inaugural summer 
internship program titled Brave 
Justice. The internship kicked off 
this week with the students being 
welcomed to the Office by the 
DA and Chief Assistant District 
Attorney Jennifer Naiburg, via 
video conference. 
     District Attorney Katz said, 
“We are very excited to have these 
aspiring lawyers join us for a sum-
mer of experiential learning. Sad-
ly, due to the on-going coronavirus 
pandemic many students across 
the country lost out on important 
internship opportunities. Not 
only are we going forward with 
an engaging program, we are also 
paying our interns. We are living 
through an extraordinary time and 

we know this summer internship 
will be an enriching experience 
for the participants that will both 
inform and inspire.”
     Our Brave Justice Legal Sum-
mer Internship Program will 
provide the students with a front 
row seat to learn how a bold and 
transitioning prosecutor’s office 
operates. This inaugural summer 

of 2020 class – the most diverse 
group of students in the history 
of the Queens District Attorney’s 
Office – was carefully selected 
to reflect the “World’s Borough.” 
The students represent 15 different 
law schools and 11 colleges. Many 
of them are bilingual, speaking 

     Practice Safe Sleep - All year 
round, ACS asks parents of in-
fants to practice safe sleep and 
reminds everyone about the ABC 
of Safe Sleep. Infants should sleep 
Alone, on their Backs, in a safety-
approved Crib. 
•    Avoid bringing the baby into 
bed with you. A baby must never 
sleep in an adult bed, on a couch 
or on a chair with anyone. Babies 
may suffocate if another person 
accidently rolls on top of them 
or covers their nose and mouth.
•    Keep soft objects, loose bed-
ding, or any other items that could 
increase the risk of suffocation 
out of the baby’s sleep area.
•    Place babies on their backs to 
sleep. Babies breathe better on 
their backs than on their stomachs 
or sides
•    Put babies to bed in a flat, 
firm sleep surface with a fit-
ted sheet made for that specific 
product. Though it might seem 

more comfortable to put a pillow 
on top of the mattress, babies may 
suffocate on the soft surface
     For infant safe sleep best 
practices or resources in your 
community, visit: www.nyc.gov/
safesleep or call 311 and ask for 
Safe Sleep.
     Avoid Personal Use of Fire-
works in New York City - In 
New York City, all consumer 
fireworks are illegal to use, buy, 
sell or transport. Sparklers are 
considered fireworks.  Fireworks 
can be very dangerous and lead to 
serious injury or even death, for 
both children and adults. 
•    Call 911 to report illegal fire-
works sale or use in progress or 
people storing large amounts of 
firework.
•    You can call 311 for assistance 
in making a firework complaint 
or visit the NYC311 website to 
report past or chronic firework 
use or sale.
•    Please remind your children 
about the dangers of fireworks.

As Weather Gets Warmer, NYC  
Administration For Children’s  

Services Announces Tips to Keep Kids 
Safe This Summer

    New York City,    May 2020 18.2%   vs    May 2019 3.8%

State Labor Department Releases  
Preliminary May 2020 Area  

Unemployment Rates
     The New York State Department 
of Labor has released preliminary 
local area unemployment rates for 
May 2020. Rates are calculated 
using methods prescribed by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
The State’s area unemployment 
rates rely in part on the results of 
the Current Population Survey, 
which contacts approximately 
3,100 households in New York 
State each month.
     From May 2019 to May 

2020, the State’s private sector 
employment count decreased by 
1,682,800. In May 2020, the num-
ber of private sector jobs in the 
State was 6,612,000. The State’s 
private sector job count is based 
on a payroll survey of 18,000 
New York employers, which is 
conducted by the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. In addition, the 
State’s seasonally adjusted un-
employment rate decreased from 
15.3% to 14.5% in May 2020.

ient and they are coming back,” 
said Jonnel Doris, Commissioner 
of the NYC Department of Small 
Business Services. “I am actively 
working to ensure that small busi-
nesses in all five boroughs get the 
support they need so each of our 
business owners can continue to 
contribute to the diversity and 
vibrancy of our economy.”
     “We thank the NYC Depart-
ment of Small Business Ser-
vices for their gracious donation-
-and we are honored to serve 
as the central distribution hub 
for Queens businesses,” said 
Thomas J. Grech, President and 
CEO of the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce. “Small businesses 
are the backbone of Queens and 
they have been among the hard-
est hit by COVID-19, here in the 
epicenter of the epicenter of the 
pandemic. It is essential that we 
help them navigate this reopening 

Queens Chamber of Commerce Serves 
as Logistical Headquarters For Over 

500,000 Free Masks For  
Small Businesses in Queens

safely, so we can get Queens back 
to business.” 
     Participating businesses re-
ceived 5 masks per employee, plus 
a flyer in numerous languages to 
direct both employers and work-
ers to further resources and guid-
ance on safety measures and the 
reopening effort, courtesy of SBS. 
      For more information on how 
small businesses throughout New 
York City can still receive free 
masks, visit:  https://www1.nyc.
gov/nycbusiness/article/free-face-
coverings 
     About the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce - The Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce is the oldest 
and largest business association 
in Queens, representing more 
than 1,150 businesses and more 
than 100,000 Queens-based em-
ployees. Its mission is to foster 
connections, educate for success, 
develop/implement programs and 
advocate for members’ interests. 
www.queenschamber.org

(Continued from page 1)
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Whirl With Merle

Check out: www.youtube.com/user/whirlwithmerle my blog on www.merleswhirls.blogspot.com 

Flushing Town Hall Presents its First-Ever: Step Up Soirée – A Virtual Gala
NEW DATE: Saturday,  

June 27, 2020
–Online audiences can enjoy a 
multi-day “Galathon” consisting 
of dance, cooking, and cocktail 
lessons leading up to the big 
event–
–Streaming on Facebook, You-
Tube, and Flushing Town Hall’s 
website–
—Learn more and discover spon-
sorship opportunities here—

     The doors may be closed (for 
now!) but the world is still open at 
Flushing Town Hall. On Saturday, 
June 27, the cultural gem will host 
the Step Up Soirée – A Virtual 
Gala, to raise funds while engag-
ing and entertaining audiences 
– all from the comfort of their 
homes. Due to Flushing Town 
Hall’s support for the national dia-
logue about injustice and equality, 
and consideration for Black Lives 
Matter, the event was postponed 
from its original June 13 date.
     “Each year, Flushing Town Hall 
hosts its annual gala to raise funds 
to support our mission of bringing 
people together through global 
arts,” said Executive & Artistic 
Director Ellen Kodadek. “While 
the world has changed, our mis-
sion has not. This year is unlike 
any other, and so this year’s gala 
will be unlike any other we have 
held before – and free to watch. 
Though we must celebrate apart 
from each other, we still will 
come together virtually for a fun 
evening of song, of dance, and of 
community.”
     As arts presenters citywide 
have temporarily closed their 
doors due to COVID-19, Flush-
ing Town Hall has gone virtual, 
unveiling a series of innovative 
ways to engage audiences online 
through its free series, FTH at 
Home! and now through the gala.
     This year’s re-envisioned 
event, the Step Up Soirée – A Vir-
tual Gala, will be streamed—on 

Facebook, YouTube, and Flushing 
Town Hall’s website—at 7:00 pm, 
and will be open to the public on 
various online platforms. 
     The event will feature a:
•    Circus performance by Ac-
robuffo
•    Music performance by Dennis 
Lichtman “Quarantet”
•    Dance performance by Teach-
ing Artist Ling Tang
•    Colombian hip-hop perfor-
mance by Kombelisa Mi
•    Toast to all medical heroes 
and healthcare employees at 
NewYork-Presbyterian Queens, 
which is Flushing Town Hall’s 
neighboring hospital.
     Leading up to the Step Up Soi-
rée, online audiences can enjoy a 
multi-day “Galathon” consisting 
of dance, cooking, and cocktail 
lessons:
•    DANCING | Wednesday, June 
24 at 7:00 pm
Join Flushing Town Hall for a 
dance lesson led by Teaching 
Artist Angela Rostick. Move that 
coffee table and dust off your 
dancing shoes!
•    NIBBLES | Thursday, June 25 
at 7:00 pm
Join Flushing Town Hall for a 
cooking lesson with Chef Jon-
athan Forgash, co-founder of 
Queenstogether.org. Create “a 
leisurely decadent tasting menu” 
for everyone at your table! 
•    COCKTAILS | Friday, June 
26 at 7:00 pm
Join Flushing Town Hall for a 
cocktail mixology lesson led by 
Director of Development Jessica 
Peña. Prepare a white cucumber 
sangria so you can toast Satur-
day’s Step Up Soirée! 
•    STEP UP SOIRÉE | Saturday, 
June 27 at 7:00 pm
Flushing Town Hall’s virtual gala, 
the Step Up Soirée! 
     “Since our founding days, 
we’ve always sought to bring 
people together. We hope that 
this event will bring our audi-

ences some lighter entertainment 
and joy during these challenging 
times,” Kodadek said. “All funds 
we raise will support the expenses 
for Flushing Town Hall to contin-
ue its mission of bringing people 
together by presenting arts and 
culture from around the world – 
now online. FTH at Home! brings 
Global Arts for a Global Com-
munity to new global audiences, 
and Global Arts for Global Kids 
to support children and families 
during this health crisis.”
     Special thanks to our Step Up 
Campaign donors with gifts of 
$100 and above: Karen Argueta, 
Henry Assael, Beverly Bartow, 
Carol Bennett, Seth Bornstein, 
Larue Brathwaite, Anne Bresna-
han, Claire Bullard, Jenna Capeci, 
Dongshin Chang, Cecilia Cheng, 
Jacob Eichenbaum, David Fes-
ser, Paul Foster, Andrew Garson, 
Howard Graf (Graf & Lewent Ar-
chitects), Heather Harrison, Alan 
Heilbron, Susan Hennessy, Ray-
mond Jasen, Carmen Jimenez, 
Andrew Karl, Adrienne Kivelson, 
Bob Kodadek, Stephanie Lee, 
Anne Lewent, Judith Lewent, 
James Liao, Jeri Lim, Stephanie 
Long, Martha Ma, Sandra Mann, 
Pamela Marquez, Sandra Nash, 
Rochelle Nechin, TeHsing Niu, 
The Ong Family Foundation, Jes-
sica Peña, Kimberly Phelan, Mary 
and Oscar Pollock, Ryan Powers, 
Richard Quatrano, Dominique 
Sellers, Thomas Simmons, Mike 
Sperendi & Jan Schneider, Jeffrey 
Schneider, Veronica Tsang, Tai-
nin Wang, Jill Ward, Daryl Ware, 
Lucy Wong and Jon Yanofsky.
     Flushing Council on Culture 
and the Arts dba Flushing Town 
Hall is a not for profit organiza-
tion which receives major support 
from the National Endowment for 
the Arts; New York State Council 
on the Arts with the support of 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the 
New York State Legislature; New 
York State Assembly Member 

Ron Kim; New York City Depart-
ment of Cultural Affairs, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio; Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz; Coun-
cil Members Adrienne Adams, 
Costa Constantinides, Daniel 
Dromm, Barry Grodenchik, Peter 
Koo, Karen Koslowitz, Francisco 
Moya, and Paul A. Vallone; and 
the Howard Gilman Foundation, 
the Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels 
Foundation, and the Booth Ferris 
Foundation.
     Support for our programs is 
also provided by Acrobuffos/
Seth Bloom & Christina Gelsone, 
Angela An, Robin Bell-Stevens, 
Viviana M. Benitez, Dongjiang 
Bi, Cathay Bank, Douglass Chan, 
Amy Mak Chan, Calvin W. Chan, 
Sharon Chen, Ginger Chinn, Dr. 
Hsing-Lih Chou/New York Insti-
tute of Culture and the Arts, Con 
Edison, Crossings TV, Exploring 
the Metropolis, Kuang-Yu Fong/
Chinese Theatre Works, Barbara 
Garii, Matthew Goldner, Howard 
Graf & Kathy Donovan, Guru 
Krupa Foundation, Lily Han, 
Heather Harrison, Belinda Pilin 
Hsu, Alice & Steve Huang, Hung 
Pin Hung, Investors Foundation, 
Raymond D. Jasen, the Jim Hen-
son Foundation, Ellen Kodadek, 
the Laura B. Vogler Foundation, 
Nelson Lee/Flushing Bank, Janet 
T. Leow, Anne Lewent, James S. 
Liao, Emily Lin/Lin & Loveall 
Foundation, Louis Armstrong 
Educational Foundation, Frank 
Macchio, Materials for the Arts, 
William McClure/Queens Col-
lege, Mets Foundation, Mid At-
lantic Arts Foundation, Jassy Z. 
Min, New York Chinese Chorus,  
TeHsing Niu, Northwell Health, 
Carlos Ortiz, Queens Art Edu-
cation Center/Arthur Liu, Rich-
ard Quantaro, Queens Courier, 
Resorts World, Camillo Reyes, 
RuDance/Asian American Dance 
Sport Corp., Dominique Sellers, 
Helen Shieh, Richard Siu, Curtis 
Smith, Mike Sperendi & Jan 

Schneider, Taipei Cultural Center 
in New York, Michael Tang, Ve-
ronica Tsang, Tai & Tony Wang/
Glow Foundation, Jay Wegman, 
Constance Wingate, Lucy Wong, 
Anna Wu, Minwen Yang, Hank 
Yeh, Sandy Yeh, Shane Yeh, and 
Angela Qi Zhang.
     Special thanks to Calvin W. 
Chan, Raymond D. Jasen, Ellen 
Kodadek, Anne Lewent, William 
McClure, and TeHsing Niu for 
underwriting a portion of FTH 
at Home: Global Arts for Global 
Kids.
     Although we cannot list every 
donor, Flushing Town Hall is 
grateful for all gifts received and 
wishes to thank everyone for their 
ongoing generosity.
     About Flushing Town Hall 
- Flushing Town Hall (FTH), a 
Smithsonian affiliate, presents 
multi-disciplinary global arts that 
engage and educate the global 
communities of Queens and New 
York City, in order to foster mu-
tual appreciation.  As advocates of 
arts equity since 1979, we support 
local, immigrant, national, and 
international artists, developing 
partnerships and collaborations 
that enhance our efforts.  As a 
member of New York City’s Cul-
tural Institutions Group (CIG), 
we serve to restore, manage and 
program the historic 1862 land-
mark on behalf of the City of New 
York. FTH celebrates the history 
of Queens as the home of Jazz, 
by presenting the finest in Jazz 
performance.  We are committed 
to arts education and hands-on 
learning, for the arts-curious, 
arts enthusiasts, and professional 
artists.  We serve one of the most 
diverse communities in the world 
and strive to uphold the legacy of 
inclusiveness that has defined our 
community since the Flushing 
Remonstrance of 1657.
     For more information, www.
flushingtownhall.org, (718) 463-
7700 x222

HOO-GAY FOR HOLLYWOOD AND A FEW OTHERS ON EITHER HULU OR NETFLIX
by Merle Exit

     What better timing that for 
Netf lix to feature their mini-
series, Hollywood, about a group 
of inspiring actors and filmmak-
ers that shed the Golden Age of 
post WWII Tinseltown, many of 
who were gay.  Add the biases 
of “Negroes” on the screen and 
you have a helluva plot that the 
writers took artistic liberties 
that made us wonder whether 
the mentioned actors were out of 
the closet.   
     An all-star cast alone is worth 
watching the seven episodes as a 
marathon.  Jim Parsons, who is 
gay in real life, portrays Henry 
Willson, a powerful talent agent 
who molded many of his clients 
including Rock Hudson.  Darren 
Chris, as a half-Filipino actor, is 
most well-known part in the TV 

series, Glee.  Joe Montello takes 
the roll of Richard “Dick” Samu-
els, a closeted studio executive of 
Ace Studios.  Dylan McDermott 
plays an important role of being 
a pimp who runs a gas station, 
where clients, both male and 
female, drive up and say, “Take 
me to Dreamland.”  Patti Lupone, 
who portrays Avis Amberg, wife 
of Ace (Rob Reiner), one of the 
clients who has to deal with anti-
semitism. 
     Along with those who came out 
of the closet, the movie focuses 
on anyone who is black or Asian 
that Hollywood feels that a movie 
would be busted or picketed for 
featuring them unless the role 
was stereotyped.  Between the 
star actors, plot and direction, 
this one deserves top kudos and 
doing a marathon. 
     I began watching a series called 

The Act and after a few minutes 
realized that Patricia Arquette 
had the leading role.  The make-
up job made her appear several 
years older than she is.  Into the 
plot it became apparent that he 
co-star had much to go through 
to play her role.    
     Chloe Sevigny portrays her 
daughter and if you think the 
make-up alter was good, wait 
until you see what was done with 
her (including her voice).  
     Here is wiki’s summary...”Dee 
Dee Blanchard is overprotective 
of her daughter, Gypsy, who is 
trying to escape the toxic rela-
tionship she has with her mother. 
Gypsy’s quest for independence 
opens up a Pandora’s box of se-
crets, which ultimately leads to 
murder. The stranger-than-fiction 
true-crime series is based on a 
2016 BuzzFeed article that de-

tailed the shocking 2015 crime. “
     It is all about how to keep a 
child from growing up by instill-
ing several physical problems and 
then getting people to give money 
to help her and her mother includ-
ing convincing that she needs to 
always be in a wheelchair.  
     Bette Midler, Judith Light, 
Gwen Paltrow, Jessica Lange, 
and Ben Platt star in a Netflix tv 
series, The Politician.  Actually, 
Midler and Light joined the cast 
for the second season.  Each sea-
son revolves around a different 
political race Platt’s character, 
Payton Hobart, is involved in 
beginning with high school.  
     Lying, cheating and all the 
other political games are within 
with Payton’s goal of becoming 
the President of the US.  There 
is much drama and certainly 
more humor.  The only thing that 

puzzled me was the last episode 
of season 2 when Payton sings 
and accompanies himself on the 
piano at a local piano bar.  I did 
not get that he was ever into being 
a performer.  I had to impression 
that it was done to show off Platt’s 
show business talents which did 
prove his singing ability as he is 
not shown tickling the ivories.  
Season 2’s ending does give way 
to the possibility of a season 3.  
Highly recommend.  
     Finally, there is Rocketman a 
biographical musical film based 
on the life of British musician 
Elton John.  I did not find this 
Hulu movie of great interest.  
Although I do like Elton John’s 
music, I felt no interest about his 
personal life.  Was hoping that 
I would at least hear the actor 
sing “Candles in the Wind” but 
it doesn’t go that far.
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HOROSCOPE
Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 6/25/20 - 7/1/20

ARIES 
(March 21 - April 20)
Try being alone it will help you 
sort out your thoughts. You should 
be raising your self esteem and 
confidence in order to promote 
your work. Your lucky numbers 
are 5,3,2.

TAURUS 
(April 21 - May 21)
Don’t be afraid to talk to close 
friends or relatives about pressing 
personal problems. Moneymaking 
opportunities will surface. Your 
lucky numbers are 3,2,9.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Watch your bankbook you may 
want to spend foolishly. Make sure 
that all your personal documents 
are in order. Your lucky numbers 
are 3,2,9.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Don’t be too hard on yourself. 
Complete those hobbies you start-
ed a long time ago. Sort all your 
situations out as best you can. 
Your lucky numbers are 6,3,1.

LEO 
(July 23 - August 22)
Don’t let individuals with wild 
schemes talk you into a finan-
cial deal that is not likely to be 
successful. Keep an eye on your 
current investments. Your lucky 
numbers are 5,8,3.

VIRGO 
(August 23 - September 23)
You may have more fun with 
children this week; keep an open 
mind. Don’t overextend yourself 
in order to add luxury items to 
your household. Your lucky num-
bers are 4,8,9.

LIBRA 
(September 24 - October 23)
You may meet potential business 
associates, but make sure they 
aren’t trying to “con” you. Your 
high interest will be inspiring to 
anyone around you. Your lucky 
numbers are 2,9,6.

SCORPIO 
(October 24 - November 22)
Try not to do any traveling this 
week. Balance is required if you 
want stability. Use your intel-
lectual approach to get the best 
results. Your lucky numbers 
are 7,3,1.

SAGITTARIUS 
(November 23 - December 21)
You will be up and down emotion-
ally. You are best to get out of the 
house this week. Your investments 
pay off this week. Your lucky 
numbers are 9,1,7.

CAPRICORN 
(December 22 - January 20)
Your unique approach to life will 
interest others. You will easily 
charm members of the opposite sex. 
Acknowledge your lover’s needs. 
Your lucky numbers are 1,5,9.

AQUARIUS 
(January 21 - February 19)
You could overreact to emo-
tional situations regarding your 
relationship. You should channel 
your    efforts into getting rid of 
bad     habits. Your lucky numbers 
are 2,7,9.

PISCES 
(February 20 - March 20)
Try controlling your emotional 
feelings. Don’t spend too much 
on products that promise amazing 
cosmetic results. Be tolerant. Your 
lucky numbers are 1,8,7.

TRY AND FIND

Ball
Bike
Cesta
Cleats
Clubs

Discus
Flippers
Glove
Hammer
Helmet

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Contests
6. Flatboat
11. Avoid
12. Opposed
15. More daring
16. In an unfaithful manner (British)
17. Mineral rock
18. Snuggled
20. Tear
21. Brute
23. You (archaic)
24. Wash
25. Trailer trucks
26. Hyrax
27. Donated
28. Articulates
29. Former boxing champ
30. Vestibule
31. Efficacious
34. Small boat
36. Charged particle
37. Threesome
41. A single time
42. An upright in a wall
43. Care for
44. Learning method
45. Blend
46. Reflected sound
47. Consumed food
48. Believe
51. Hearing organ
52. Small punctures
54. Students
56. Renters
57. Shave
58. Compile
59. A chemical compound 

DOWN
1. Black Sea republic
2. Hypersensitivity
3. Muck
4. Biblical garden
5. Arid
6. A food grain
7. Tally
8. Police action
9. Martini ingredient
10. Etch
13. Splinter
14. Sort 15. Unpleasant people
16. Nationalities
19. Filched
22. Gist
24. Kit for a baby
26. Eatery
27. Governor (abbrev.)
30. Discover
32. Enemy
33. Package holidays
34. Body louse
35. Aerial 38. Come into possession
39. Asthmatic’s device
40. Smells
42. Pressure
44. Awestruck
45. Preserves
48. Spanish lady
49. Church alcove
50. Laughs (slang)
53. An unskilled actor
55. A sizeable hole

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

SPORTS EQUIPMENT

Hurdles
Oars
Paddle
Pads
Pole

Puck
Racket
Skates
Surfboard
Wicket

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com Click on PUZZLES...

●    Butterflies taste with their 
hind feet.
●    A group of crows is called 
murder.
●    Tomato sauce was sold in the 
1800’s as medicine.
●    A donkey will sink in quick-
sand, but a mule won’t.
●    A lion in the wild, usually 
makes no more than 20 kills a 
year.
●    India has a Bill Of Rights for 
cows.
●    Dartboards are made out of 
horse hairs.
●    Grapes explode when you put 
them in the microwave.
●    In 1980, a Las Vegas hospital 
suspended workers for betting on 
when patients would die.
●    In France, there’s a place 
called Y.
●    Almonds are a member of the 
peach family.
●    In every episode of Seinfeld 
there is a Superman somewhere.
●    The Bible is the world’s most 
shoplifted book.
●    A male seahorse carries eggs, 
not the female
●    Half of all bank robberies take 
place on a Friday.
●    In Utah, it is illegal to swear 
in front of a dead person. 
●    A crocodile cannot stick its 
tongue out.
●    A snail can have 25,000 teeth.
●    And finally, it is illegal to carry 
an ice cream in your back pocket 
in Kentucky.
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WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

The CrossCurrent Choreographic Festival Presents Six 
New Works by Up-and-Coming Asian Dancers

     The only festival in New York 
City that focuses exclusively on 
emergent Asian-American cho-
reographers is going digital this 
year.
     Nai-Ni Chen Dance Com-
pany will stream the sixth annual 
CrossCurrent Choreographic Fes-
tival on two consecutive Fridays 
-- June 26 and July 3 -- from 7 pm 
to 8:15 pm on both nights.
     The June 26 session features 
Rourou Ye and Yuki Ishiguro at 
Flushing Town Hall.
     Ye’s “The Absent Umbra” ex-
plores dancing with objects and 
shadows during a time of self-
quarantine. It was created for the 
live stream and screen-viewing 
experience only, a first for Ye, 
who is from China. In her early 
years, Ye performed at Shanghai 
International Dance Festival, 
Shanghai Conservatory of Music, 
Beijing Dance Festival, and China 
Dance Forward (Hong Kong). Five 
years ago, she left a top Chinese 
conservatory to try her luck in the 
United States. Since then, she’s 
worked at Austin Dance Festival, 
Bronx Academy of Art and Dance, 
Dixon Place, and The Field.
     Ishiguro’s “The Inner Light” 
examines the human experience. 
In his native Japan, he did every-
thing from ballet to Break Dance. 
In 2009, he moved to New York 
to study contemporary dance, and 
in 2018, he founded Yu.S.Artistry. 
Since then, his work has been pre-
sented at Jazz at Lincoln Center, 
DUMBO dance festival, and the 
MAD festival at Nazareth College.
     The July 3 show spotlights 
Barkha Patel, Chien-Ying Wang, 
Paul C. Ocampo, and Peter Cheng, 
also at Flushing Town Hall.

Barkha Patel

     Patel, an Indian classical Kathak 
dancer, will offer “Aravani (or 
Transgender),” which follows a 
woman rejoicing the annulment 
of a section of the Indian Consti-
tution that deemed “carnal inter-
course against the order of nature” 
illegal. As she sings a prayer to 
Bahuchara, a Hindu goddess cen-
tral to the transgender community, 
she recalls her family’s ostracism 
and her early search for a sense of 
belonging in society.
     Wang and Ocampo will unite 
for “Equanimity,” an investigation 
of marriage, friendship, partner-
ship and how humans create 
beauty amid disagreement and 

misfortune. Both teach at Rutgers 
University. Ocampo performed 
with Singapore Dance Theatre 
for 17 years.
     Cheng, a Taiwanese-American 
from San Francisco, will present 
“Draft No. 31,”which unpacks a 
series of disparate, unrelated, and 
inconsequential ideas and cata-
lyzes them into an ever-changing 
framework of movement bounded 
by muscularity, articulation, and 
decay. Cheng is the artistic direc-
tor of PETER & CO., which has 
been presented at ODC Theater, 
Center Stage Theater, 92Y/Hark-
ness Dance Center, Judson Memo-
rial Church, and Arts On Site.

Buddha’s Light International, Fo Guang Shan Donate  
Fresh Produce, PPE Throughout Queens

5,000 Pounds of Fresh Produce 
for Families 19,000 Pieces of PPE 
for Frontline Health Workers
 
     Acting Queens Borough 
President Sharon Lee last week 
announced a generous dona-
tion from the Buddha’s Light 
International Association, New 
York (BLIA) and Fo Guang Shan 
Buddhist Temple of New York of 
5,000 pounds of fresh produce to 
Queens families, and more than 
19,000 pieces of personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE) to frontline 
health workers in the borough.
     “Thank you BLIA and Fo 
Guang Shan for securing this 
donation of fresh produce filled 
with nutrients for Queens fami-
lies to stay healthy in the spirit 
of interfaith collaboration and 
shared humanity,” said Borough 
President LEE. “Also grateful for 
the generous donation of PPEs 
to Queens workers still on the 
frontlines, as we remain vigilant in 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic 
and as New York City approaches 
Phase 2 of reopening.” 
     “A kind heart, like a blooms 
bouquet, can spread joy and 
happiness to others,” said BLIA 
Founder VENERABLE MAS-
TER HSING YUNG. 
     The fresh produce was secured 
by BLIA and the Fo Guang Shan 
Buddhist Temple of New York, 
and donated as part of an inter-

faith collaboration to New Greater 
Bethel Ministr ies in Queens 
Village, the First Baptist Church 
of East Elmhurst, the Chabad 
of Rego Park and the Chabad of 
Flushing — continuing Queens’ 
all-encompassing push to stem the 
tide of food insecurity.
     A total of 102 cartons of pro-
duce were distributed, including 
60 cartons of kabocha squash, 
31 cartons of long beans and 11 
cartons of chive flowers. Provid-
ing the donated food to Fo Guang 
Shan Buddhist Temple of New 
York and BLIA was Bally Produce 
Corp., a produce wholesaler based 
in Maspeth, Queens.

     In addition to the fresh produce, 
Fo Guang Shan Buddhist Temple 
of New York and BLIA this week 
donated 100 face shields and 
19,000 face masks — including 
10,000 medical masks, 6,000 sur-
gical masks and 3,000 N-95 masks 
— during the ongoing COVID-19 
pandemic.
     The donation of PPE will be 
distributed across several Queens 
medical facilities and organized 
labor unions representing nurses, 
including:
•    The Floating Hospital in Long 
Island City
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Queens Botanical Garden’s Children’s 
Garden Moves Online

     Earlier this month, Queens 
Botanical Garden announced that 
its Children’s Garden sponsored 
by HSBC Bank is offering fun 
environmental experiences for 
children ages 4 through 12 online! 
Starting July 6, participants will 
explore themes such as cooking 
with plants, meeting animal neigh-
bors, using the natural world as 
inspiration to create art, and much 
more. Children’s Garden will take 
place Monday through Thursday, 
9 to 10:30am for ages 4 through 
7 and 11am to 12:30pm for ages 
8 through 12. More information 
can be found here: www.queens-
botanical.org/kidsprograms.
     “Our world is adjusting every 
day to fit the evolving reality of 
the COVID-19 pandemic–our 
kids programs are no exception,” 
says Rebecca Wolf, Director of 
Education & Garden Operations. 
“As parents plan their summer, 
we hope they consider signing 
up for Children’s Garden, which 
will give kids a cool look into the 
natural world and insight they can 
quickly appreciate on their next 
walk or trip outdoors.” 
     Each online session ($200 fee) 
will incorporate the Garden as a 
resource to support nature discov-

ery, hands-on activities, art, and 
science investigations:
     Session I: The Garden Lab, July 
6 through 16
     Session II: Urban Critters, July 
20 through July 30
     Session III: The Kitchen & Be-
yond: All About Plants and Their 
Uses, August 3 through 13
     Session IV: Art in the Garden, 
August 17 through 27
     About Queens Botanical Gar-
den - Queens Botanical Garden 
is an urban oasis where people, 
plants, and cultures are celebrated 
through inspiring gardens, in-
novative educational programs 
and real-world applications of 
environmental stewardship. QBG 
is located on property owned by 
the City of New York, and its 
operation is made possible in part 
by public funds provided through 
the New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs, Queens Borough 
President, the New York City 
Council, State elected officials, 
the New York State Department 
of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation, along with corpo-
rate, foundation, and individual 
supporters. For more information, 
visit www.queensbotanical.org or 
call (718) 886-3800.

     In response to the Governor 
signing her legislation that would 
provide forbearance options for 
New York homeowners, Assem-
blywoman Nily Rozic (D,WF-
Fresh Meadows) issued the fol-
lowing statement:
     “With the COVID-19 pandemic 
continuing to cause unprecedent-
ed financial hardship, homeown-
ers deserve the ability to make 
the soundest financial decisions. 
This legislation will ¬-give ho-
meowners options to catch up on 
their payments without additional 
financial strain, fear of foreclosure 
actions, or damage to their credit. 
This change will go a long way 
to help many New Yorkers stay 
in their homes in the face of an 
economic recession.”
     As part of the federal Corona-

virus Aid, Relief and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act homeown-
ers are able to delay payments on 
federally backed mortgages up 
to 180 days in “forbearance.” At 
the state level, Governor Cuomo 
signed executive order 202.9 
which grants forbearance for 90 
days to homeowners. At the end 
of this grace period, people would 
have had to make the missed pay-
ments while still dealing with the 
immediate financial effects of the 
pandemic. 
     This new law addresses this 
growing problem by giving hom-
eowners three options. The first 
option is to extend the life of their 
mortgage by however long their 
payments were in forbearance, 
which will provide immediate 
relief and allow people to pay 
back lenders with dramatically 
less financial strain. For example, 
if a mortgage is scheduled to end 
in June 2040 and the borrower 
now foregoes three months of 
payment, the mortgage payments 
would be extended to September 
2040. Homeowners will also have 
the options of making larger pay-
ments each month to catch up and 
finish their mortgage payments as 
originally planned or paying the 
missed payments as a lump sum at 
the end of the mortgage timeline.

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic Statement 
on Passage of COVID-19 Mortgage  

Forbearance Legislation

Queens District Attorney Files Joint Motion With Defense 
to Vacate Conviction Of Innocent Man Re-Investigation by 

District Attorney Melinda Katz’s Conviction 
Re-Investigation by District 
Attorney Melinda Katz’s Con-
viction Integrity UnitDeter-
mined Defendant  D id Not 
Commit 1994 Murder
 
     Queens District Attorney 
Melinda Katz has announced the 
filing of a joint motion to vacate 
the murder conviction of Samuel 
Brownridge, who was incarcer-
ated for more than 25 years for a 
crime that he did not commit. Mr. 
Brownridge was convicted based 
on 2 eyewitness identifications. 
The motion filed details new 
evidence that both undermines 
the reliability of those eyewitness 
identifications and implicates a 
violent felon, Garfield Brown, as 
the actual shooter in the 1994 ex-
ecution-style murder of a 32-year-
old man in St. Albans, Queens.
     District Attorney Katz said, 
“This is a profoundly poignant 
day for Mr. Brownridge. After 
decades of voicing his innocence 
- this man who served 25 years for 
a crime he did not commit - will 
finally be unencumbered by this 
miscarriage of justice. When I 
created my Conviction Integrity 
Unit, it was my goal to do our best 
to undo the wrongs when our jus-
tice system makes life-altering er-
rors. This is our first case and we 
will continue to work diligently 
to investigate credible wrongful 
convictions.”
     “We must always keep in mind, 
that when an innocent person is 
imprisoned for a crime he or she 

did not commit, the real perpe-
trator evades justice and is free 
to commit other atrocities,” the 
DA added. “In this case, Garfield 
Brown was never held account-
able for this violent crime.”
     Donna Aldea, Brownridge’s 
defense attorney, said “After years 
of hard work, investigation and 
unrelenting persistence in our 
fight for justice, today — after 25 
years — the truth has finally pre-
vailed. While Samuel Brownridge 
is deeply grateful for the unwav-
ering dedication of his advocates 
and supporters during this long 
struggle, and for the courage and 
integrity of the District Attorney 
and her staff in recognizing and 
correcting this grievous injustice, 
there is nothing that will restore 
the 25 years of Sam’s life that 
were taken from him as a result 

of deep, fundamental flaws in our 
criminal justice system. 
     “In the spirit of cooperation 
between the defense and prosecu-
tion that led to this exoneration 
today, it is my hope that legisla-
tors, judges and attorneys on both 
sides of the bar will take the time 
to review and understand the 
multiple failures in our system 
that produced — and repeatedly 
affirmed — this unjust convic-
tion, so that we can work together 
to create and achieve a criminal 
justice system that is truly just for 
everyone.”
     Garfield Brown, who was 
featured on “America’s Most 
Wanted” TV show in connection 
with 2 other, unrelated homicides, 
was killed in a shootout with po-
lice when they were attempting to 
apprehend him in 2002.

Queens College Students Deliver Multilingual Welcome to 
Incoming President Frank H. Wu in Video; Film Features 

His Message of Hope and Support

     Queens College has released a 
new video (https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=NAdcsMEN0wE
&feature=youtu.be) to mark the 
start of incoming president Frank 
H. Wu’s tenure at the college on 
July 1. The video features students 
greeting Wu with a phrase similar 
to “Welcome to Queens College!” 
in 17 languages. Wu, in turn, ac-
knowledges the challenges faced 
by the college, borough, and city 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and pledges his support going 
forward.  
Queens College is located in the 
world’s most diverse borough. In 
total, 83 languages are represented 
on campus by a student body that 
identifies with nearly 140 ances-
tries. The languages represented 
in the video are American Sign 
Language, Amharic, Arabic, 
Bukharian, Chinese (Mandarin), 
English, Fanti, Farsi (Persian), 
Greek, Haitian Creole, Hebrew, 
Italian, Korean, Portuguese, Rus-
sian, Spanish, and Urdu.
     Video_Welcoming_Wu_Stu-
dents.jpgIn the video, Wu tells the 

campus community, “I know that I 
will be serving as president during 
a very difficult time in the history 
of our college community, city, 
state, and nation. The pandemic 
has forced Queens College to 
shift to remote learning, created 
many financial difficulties, and 
left us concerned about the future. 
It has also caused such profound 
heartache, with valued members 
of the Queens College commu-
nity succumbing to this terrible 
disease.” He adds, “Difficult times 
often bring out the best in people. 
I am enormously impressed with 
the resiliency and strength of 
Queens College and the CUNY 
community.”
     The American-born son of Chi-
nese immigrants, Wu calls leading 
Queens College, “a dream job…,” 
saying, “In fact, because you were 
my only choice, this was the only 
search I was in.”
     Wu also thanks Interim Presi-
dent William Tramontano, who 
began leading the college in June 
2019 after his predecessor, Félix V. 
Matos Rodríguez, was appointed 

chancellor of CUNY.
     Frank H. Wu, William L. 
Prosser Distinguished Professor at 
University of California Hastings 
College of the Law, was unani-
mously appointed the eleventh 
president of Queens College by 
The City University of New York’s 
Board of Trustees on March 30, 
2020. He received a BA from 
Johns Hopkins University and a 
JD with honors from the Univer-
sity of Michigan. He completed 
the Management Development 
Program of the Harvard Gradu-
ate School of Education. Read the 
release announcing his appoint-
ment here.
     The first Asian American 
to serve as Queens College 
president—and the first Asian 
American to serve as a president 
of a CUNY college in Queens 
County—Wu is well-known for 
breaking barriers and creating 
opportunities for student suc-
cess. He was the f irst Asian 
American on the faculty of the law 
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
     NYC is now in Phase Two of 
the COVID comeback, and res-
taurants can offer outdoor seating. 
Queens culturals aren’t directly 
affected by the new guidelings, 
but don’t worry, they’re still offer-
ing fantastic virtual crafts, dance, 
film, music, and even a hedgehog.
●   June 26, Backtrack Vocals: 
Contemporary A Cappella, 7 pm. 
QPAC LIVE continues with this 
five-member powerhouse group 
that sings a capella tunes with an 
emphasis on today’s favorites.
●   June 26, Flushing Film Screen-
ing and Forum, 5 pm. The Muse-
um of Food and Drink premieres 
a documentary on the wildly suc-
cessful Flushing food stall Joe’s 
Steam Rice Roll on its YouTube 
channel. A panel discussion mod-
erated by Cathy Erway, author of 
the cookbook “The Food of Tai-
wan,” follows. Panelists include 
filmmakers Daniel Nalladurai 
and Helena Kincaid-Nalladurai; 
Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce Executive Director 
John Choe; MOFAD Executive 
Director Peter J. Kim; Eric Sze, 
chef of the Taiwanese restau-
rant 886; Museum of Chinese 
in America Associate Curator 
Andrew Rebatta; and food writer 
and tour guide Joe DiStefano.
●   June 26, CrossCurrent Cho-
reographic Festival, 7 pm. This 
two-session celebration of emerg-
ing Asian dance begins with 
Rourou Ye and Yuki Ishiguro at 
Flushing Town Hall. Ye’s “The 
Absent Umbra” explores dancing 
with objects and shadows during a 
time of self-quarantine. Ishiguro’s 
“The Inner Light” examines the 
human experience.
●   June 26, ZOOM (the series) and 
the Children’s Television Revolu-
tion, 7 pm. The Museum of the 
Moving Image streams a live con-
versation about the conception of 
“ZOOM” in the wake of “Sesame 
Street.” Cast members, series 
creator Christopher Sarson, and 
David Kamp, author of “Sunny 
Days: The Children’s Televi-
sion Revolution That Changed 
America,” are set to chat.
●   June 29, A Night at the Opera, 
7 pm. Bass vocalist Gennadiy 
Vysotskiy does Italian and Ameri-
can classics, including pieces 
from “The Barber of Seville,” 
“The Marriage of Figaro,” and 
“La Boheme.” The concert closes 
Queens Library’s “Beat the Blues” 
series.
●   June 26, RUDance NY, 4 pm. 
The virtual Queensboro Dance 
Festival continues with great 
ballroom dancing. Expect partner 
choreography with Tango, Fox-
trot, and the Waltz.
●   June 29, Elisabetta Minutoli, 
4 pm. The virtual Queensboro 
Dance Festival streams contem-
porary dance.
●   June 30, The Art of Book Mak-
ing, 4 pm. King Manor Director 
of Education Brittany Lester 
leads a crafting event on “paper 
marbling,” which creates swirl 
patterns on covers and cover 
pages. Using household items, 
participants simulate the historic 
process of paper marbling and use 
it to make stationary, bookmarks, 
or just beautiful works of art.
●   July 1, Live Virtual Session 

with Animals, 1 pm. An Al-
ley Pond Environmental Center 
instructor presents and teaches 
about hedgehogs and bearded 
lizards with a Q&A session about 
the critters.
●   July 1, Recharging Our Joy, 7 
pm. Queens Theatre hosts a week-
ly series for women who identify 
as Black. Intimacy Coordinators 
of Color’s Ann James leads a one-
hour session for sharing thoughts, 
responses, ideas, and frustrations.
●   July 2, The Red Lotus, 4 pm. 
Chris Bohjalian chats with Jen-
nifer Cody Epstein during this 
Queens Library session. Bohjalian 
has written 21 books, including 

“The Red Lotus,” a thriller about 
those who dedicate their lives to 
saving people—and those who 
peddle death to the highest bid-
der. Epstein’s most recent book, 
“Wunderland,” is an intricate 
portrait of a friendship broken by 
Nazi Germany and its legacy.
●   July 2, Center of Attention: 
Strange Bird, 2 pm. The Noguchi 
Museum offers an interactive 
vir tual learning program for 
adults dedicated to a single piece 
by Isamu Noguchi. This session 
looks at the 1945 green slate 
sculpture “Strange Bird.” Bring a 
pencil and paper for a short writ-
ing or sketching exercise.

RU Dance

Backtrack Vocals

Yuki.
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     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) issued the following 
statement after news and video 
emerged yesterday that an NYPD 
officer used a banned chokehold 
technique to hold an individual 
down.
     “I’m disturbed to see an-
other NYPD officer use an il-
legal chokehold to hold someone 
down,” said Meng. “It was right 
to suspend the officer and open 
an investigation but this must 

     On Friday, June 19, as the nation 
celebrated Juneteenth, Congress-
woman Carolyn B. Maloney, 
Chairwoman of the Committee on 
Oversight and Reform, convened a 
briefing to examine how systemic 
racism and discrimination deeply 
rooted in America’s history have 
led to abusive policing practices, 
and the long overdue need for 
reform at the federal level.
     “The national reckoning with 
systemic racism in policing is long 
overdue,” said Chairwoman Caro-
lyn Maloney.  “We have known the 
truth of police brutality for years.  
We must not let this moment pass 
without sweeping reform.  I urge 
my colleagues in the House and 
Senate to embrace this moment 
and heed the calls of a mournful 
nation.”
     With people all across the coun-
try protesting and marching to 
condemn police violence, demand 
justice, and declare unequivocally 
that Black Lives Matter, Congress 
must do more than decry police 
brutality, racial profiling, and 
the excessive use of force – we 
must act.
     At the hearing, the Committee 
heard testimony from Keturah 
Herron, policy strategist with 
ACLU Kentucky; Cephus “Uncle 
Bobby X” Johnson, the Uncle 
of Oscar Grant, who was sense-
lessly murdered in 2009 by a Bay 
Area Rapid Transit police officer 
in Oakland, California, and Co-
Founder of Families United for 
Justice and the Love Not Blood 

Chairwoman Maloney Holds Briefing to Examine Effects of 
Systemic Racism in Policing Practices

Campaign; Kimberlé Crenshaw, 
Professor and Co-Founder and 
Executive Director of the African 
American Policy Forum; Marq 
Lewis, Founder of We the People 
of Oklahoma; and Pastor Michael 
McBride, Director of the LIVE 
FREE Campaign.
     On Thursday, June 25, the 
House will vote on the George 
Floyd Justice in Policing Act of 
2020, a bold, comprehensive ap-
proach to transform the culture 
of policing to address systemic 
racism and help save lives as it 
holds police accountable and in-
creases transparency.  It will ban 
chokeholds, stop no-knock drug 
warrants, end qualified immunity, 
and establish a nationwide police 
misconduct database. 
     Federal legislation, like the 
Justice in Police Act, is urgently 
needed to end systemic racism 
and discrimination in policing 
practices.
•    Mr. Johnson said, “It is criti-
cal that we first acknowledge the 
pressing need for a national legis-
lative approach to local policing 
agency change, and urgently begin 
the process of reimagining today’s 
police culture, enlisting those who 
value the sanctity of life and the 
protection of human rights.”
•    Ms. Herron said, “It is always 
the time to do what is right and I 
believe now is the time for our fed-
eral government to take action and 
prohibit police policies and prac-
tices that brutalize communities.”  
After centuries of abuse, Black 

Americans are crying out for 
meaningful action to address this 
nation’s history of racism.
•    Mr. Johnson described the 
gruesome killing of his nephew 
Oscar Grant:  “There is no hor-
ror comparable to watching your 
loved one be murdered.  That 
horror is forever etched in your 
memory, perhaps because it could 
have been prevented.”
•    Mr. Lewis said, “People are 
tired.  We’ve talked about the 
institution of racism, which is the 
foundation of this country.”
•    Ms. Crenshaw said, “For so 
long, the idea was because it’s hap-
pening out of sight, out of mind, 
we can’t really get society to look 
seriously at the problem.  Well, for 
two weeks, every day, seven days 
a week, there was plenty to see.”
We must change police culture in 
order to prevent the loss of more 
Black lives.  
•    Pastor McBride said, “The 
culture of policing turns too many 
good people into bad officers 
and we must reckon with this 
ugly truth that with 300 years of 
policing we have yet to reach a 
consensus in this country that you 
cannot be a racist and be a cop.”
•    Ms. Crenshaw said, “It may 
well be that there are a few bad 
apples in the sense that there are 
those who are willing to resort 
to violence in circumstances that 
are quite questionable.  The insti-
tutionalized dimension of it is the 
fact that that kind of behavior is 
not punished, but it is rewarded.”

AG James Releases Video of NYPD Commissioner Shea  
Testimony in Ongoing Investigation into Interactions  

Between Police and the Public
     New York Attorney Gen-
eral Letitia James has released 
the video testimony of New York 
City Police Department (NYPD) 
Commissioner Dermot Shea in 
her office’s ongoing investigation 
into recent interactions between 
the NYPD and the public. NYPD 
Commissioner Shea’s testimony 
follows two days of public hear-
ings that heard testimony from 
100 witnesses over 17 hours. The 
video can be viewed at: https://
ag.ny.gov/nypd-protest-response
     “In addition to testimony from 
the public, elected officials, and 
community leaders, the NYPD’s 
testimony serves an important 
role in our investigation,” said 
Attorney General James. “New 
Yorkers deserved to hear directly 
from the commissioner, and I 
thank him for his participation 
in these proceedings. We are 
reviewing all testimony, and are 
continuing to act independently 
and transparently to seek answers, 
to ensure that the truth is laid bare, 
and to demand accountability for 
any wrongdoing.”
     The Attorney General’s Office 
also released videos of the first 
two days of oral testimony and 
all of the written public testimony 

that was submitted to the office. 
All written testimony, videos, 
and transcriptions of the oral tes-
timony that was given on June 17 
and 18 will be made available at: 
ag.ny.gov/nypd-protest-response.  
     The hearing, which began on 
June 17, sheds light on how police 
in New York have handled protests 
addressing police misconduct. 
Attorney General James presided 
over the hearing, and was joined 
on the first two days by former 
United States Attorney General 
Loretta Lynch and NYU Policing 
Project Founding Director Barry 
Friedman, who serve as special 
advisors in the Office of the At-

torney General’s (OAG) investiga-
tion into interactions between the 
police and the general public.  
     The OAG is charged with 
conducting an independent inves-
tigation into the NYPD’s actions 
throughout the recent protests and 
the policies and systemic realities 
that inform these actions. The 
OAG has received hundreds of 
submissions to the complaints 
email address and online portal. 
The OAG is reviewing those sub-
missions, reviewing camera phone 
footage, interviewing witnesses, 
and reviewing relevant documents 
that have been provided by the 
NYPD at the OAG’s request.

Meng Statement on NYPD Officer’s 
Illegal Chokehold at Rockaway Beach

be done in a transparent way 
and include the officer’s history. 
Excessive force is unacceptable 
and must be condemned. After 
many weeks of cries for justice, 
we must continue to address the 
systemic issues that affect equal-
ity and justice. I believe federal 
action is necessary which is why 
I strongly support the Justice in 
Policing Act and Congressman 
Jeffries’s bill - both bills that 
would ban chokeholds.”

     State Senator John Liu and 
Sungmin Kwon stated the fol-
lowing about the June 13, 2020 
incident in a store on Northern 
Boulevard at 218 Street in Bayside 
when Sungmin was attacked:
     Sungmin Kwon said, “When I 
was pushed by this man and was 
called a gook, I was greatly upset 
and believed that his actions were 
intolerable and ugly. Behavior like 
this is unacceptable and should 
come with consequences. I do not 
condone racism of any sort and I 
put the video up because I wanted 
to send the message of how dis-
gusting racism is and it’s still alive 
and well no matter where you are. 
I want racists to think twice before 
verbally and physically assaulting 
an individual.”

Statements From State Senator Liu 
And Victim on Anti-Asian Attack

     Senator Liu stated, “This 
incident is a show of disgusting 
behavior by a violent hateful rac-
ist physically attacking Sungmin 
while calling him ‘gook’, a racial 
slur of the highest degree of of-
fense to Asian-Americans.  It also 
reminds us of the discrimination 
Asian-Americans have faced 
during the COVID-19 crisis, hav-
ing been heavily scapegoated for 
the pandemic.  More positively, 
just days earlier a hundred local 
residents had marched peacefully 
in support of Black Lives Mat-
ter, passing this very location, 
representing the deep desire for 
racial equality.  Heartfelt thanks 
to Sungmin for his courage and 
concern in posting this incident 
publicly.”

Spanish, Mandarin, Urdu, Farsi, 
German, Haitian Creole, French, 
Serbian, Bosnian/Serbo-Croatian 
and Russian.
     The District Attorney added 
that many of the interns hail from 
our local Queens neighborhoods 
or come from as far away as Cali-
fornia. Some have current interna-
tional roots in China, Colombia, 
and Serbia. This inaugural class 
is comprised of strong academic 
achievers, who have demonstrated 
a commitment to community and 
public service. Many were inter-
ested in DA Katz’s progressive 
ideas to make this prosecutor’s 
office more in line with the world 
we live in today. 
     While many summer oppor-
tunities downsized or shut down 
altogether due to the uncertain-
ties related to the pandemic, DA 
Katz stood firm in her resolve 
to move forward with the Brave 
Justice Summer Legal Internship 
Program. In the last few weeks the 
pool of intern applicants grew as 
the start date approached, making 
the selection process even more 
competitive. 
     To meet their learning needs and 
provide the interns with a stimu-
lating yet safe summer program, 
the District Attorney’s Director 
of Legal Hiring Mariela Palomino 
Herring developed a 6-week-long 
hybrid schedule. This innovative 
approach combines in-person 
intern interactions along with 
teleworking.
     In addition to individual bureau 
assignments, interns will also 
receive daily presentations featur-
ing veteran prosecutors, members 

of the judiciary; defense attorneys, 
the New York City Department of 
Correction and an inside look at 
a treatment provider. The train-
ing will also provide weekly, 
focused and intensive instruction 
on Constitutional issues involved 
in suppression hearings, along with 
a practical session on actually con-
ducting a hearing. Their summer 
experience will culminate in mock 
suppression hearings where they 
will apply what they have learned 
during their internship.
     A re-engineering of what used 
to be a simpler summer intern-
ship format was required in order 
to implement a hybrid program 
and create a safe and meaningful 
internship experience. The in-
person component is minimal and 
carefully supervised to maintain 
the highest safety standards for the 
intern and office staff. Safe and so-
cially distant work spaces had to be 
created and designed. Technology 
had to be developed and modified 
to allow law students remote access 
to assignments. Lectures and train-
ing exercises were reconfigured to 
virtual presentations via Webex 
video conferencing. 
     The arduous steps it took to 
initiate DA Katz’s Brave Justice 
Summer Legal Internship Program 
was well worth the effort. Every 
summer, law students and college 
students flock to the district attor-
neys’ offices to learn more about 
the criminal justice system and to 
see if they want to play a future 
role in the administration of justice. 
This year more than ever, we need 
these forward-looking, communi-
ty-connected and “aware” students 
to be inspired to become the next-
gen prosecutors.

QDA Katz Hosts Brave Justice  
Inaugural Summer Internship. . . 



PAGE 10 THE QUEENS TIMES THURSDAY, JUNE 25, 2020

Read Our Paper Online  
Visit our website:  

www.queenstimes.com 
Follow the Links To Times Online

(Continued from page 6)

   WHEREAS, the news of libera-
tion of slaves came to Texas more 
than two years after President 
Abraham Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation went into effect on 
January 1, 1863; African Ameri-
cans across the state were made 
aware of their right to freedom 
on June 19, 1865, when Major 
General Gordon Granger arrived 
in Galveston with federal troops 
to read General Order No. 3 an-
nouncing the end of the Civil War 
and that all enslaved people; and 
   WHEREAS, the Empire State 
has a tradition of acknowledging 
significant milestones in advanc-
ing the cause of freedom, and New 
Yorkers, some of whom descend 
directly from those brave men 
and women that gained freedom 
on that day, join in celebrating the 
155th anniversary of Juneteenth, 
an observance that commemorates 
the official announcement made in 
the State of Texas regarding the 
abolition of slavery and the freeing 
of some quarter-million African 
Americans; and
   WHEREAS, the observance 
of Juneteenth honors the history, 
perseverance, and achievements 

Executive Order Declaring Juneteenth a Holiday  
For New York State Employees

of African Americans, and cel-
ebrates America’s progress and 
continuing commitment to real-
izing the principles of liberty and 
equality upon which our nation 
was founded; and
WHEREAS, this observance 
is a reminder of the hardships 
and losses suffered by African 
Americans in their struggle to at-
tain freedom, and we pay tribute 
to the memory of those who made 
the ultimate sacrifice in this quest; 
through their experiences and 
those of others who were suc-
cessful in achieving victory, we 
find among the most poignant and 
valuable lessons of humankind 
that continue to resonate with 
people of all backgrounds; and
   WHEREAS, the official eman-
cipation of African Americans 
throughout the United States 
literally and figuratively opened 
doors of opportunity that enabled 
following generations to contrib-
ute immeasurably to our nation’s 
richness, equality of citizens, and 
global leadership, and today com-
munities across our state – from 
Brooklyn to Buffalo – mark the 
anniversary of Juneteenth with 

appropriate commemoration;
   WHEREAS, it is fitting that 
all New Yorkers join to com-
memorate such an important day 
in our nation’s history, as we take 
this opportunity to reflect upon 
and rejoice in the freedom and 
civil rights that we all share as 
Americans;
   NOW, THEREFORE, I, Andrew 
M. Cuomo, Governor of the State 
of New York, by virtue of the 
Constitution of the State of New 
York, specifically Article IV, sec-
tion one, and the laws of the state 
of New York do hereby recognize 
June 19, 2020 as Juneteenth, 
which shall be a holiday for state 
employees, who if not required to 
work, shall be entitled to leave at 
full pay without charge to existing 
accruals and for those employees 
who are required to work, they 
shall receive one day of compen-
satory time.
 G I V E N   under my hand and 
the Privy Seal of the State in the 
City of Albany this seventeenth 
day of June in the year two thou-
sand twenty.
BY THE GOVERNOR         
Secretary to the Governor

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today released the 
following statement after the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court ruled 
that the Trump Administration’s 
attempts to cancel the Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) program violated the Ad-
ministrative Procedure Act. Attor-
ney General James and California 
Attorney General Becerra led a 
coalition arguing the case before 
the Supreme Court in November. 
     “Today’s decision reaffirms 
that there is no question that home 
is here for more than 700,000 
Dreamers across the country,” said 
Attorney General James. “The 
Supreme Court’s decision today 
sets aside an inhumane injustice 
by the Trump Administration and 
permits young people who go to 
school here, who work here, who 
pay taxes here, who raise families 
here, and who are vital members 
of our communities to continue 
to be able to live in their homes 

Attorney General Letitia James’  
Statement on DACA Victory

without fear of arrest or deporta-
tion. America is a country of im-
migrants; our culture made richer 
by their contributions and our 
economy made more prosperous 
because of their work. I am proud 
to have co-led the fight to protect 
this critical program and the more 
than 700,000 DACA recipients 
across the country, and more than 
150,000 right here in New York. 
To our Dreamers, know that you 
are valued, that you are loved, and 
that we will always fight to protect 
you. Si se puede!
     “I want to thank Attorney 
General Becerra, the numerous 
additional state attorneys gen-
eral, and all the other groups who 
fought by our side to tirelessly 
protect DACA.”
     The case was heard over 
the consolidated three cases of 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity v. Regents of the Uni-
versity of California, Trump v. 
NAACP, and McAleenan v. Vidal.

Program Welcomes 54 Law Stu-
dents and 12 College Students;
Paid Internship Will Practice 
Social Distancing With Hybrid 
Schedule

     Queens District Attorney Me-
linda Katz announced the start of 
her inaugural summer internship 
program titled Brave Justice. The 
internship kicked off this week 
with the students being welcomed 
to the Office by the DA and Chief 
Assistant District Attorney Jenni-
fer Naiburg, via video conference. 
    District Attorney Katz said, 
“We are very excited to have these 
aspiring lawyers join us for a sum-
mer of experiential learning. Sad-
ly, due to the on-going coronavirus 
pandemic many students across 
the country lost out on important 
internship opportunities. Not 
only are we going forward with 
an engaging program, we are also 
paying our interns. We are living 
through an extraordinary time and 
we know this summer internship 
will be an enriching experience 
for the participants that will both 
inform and inspire.”
     Our Brave Justice Legal Sum-
mer Internship Program will 
provide the students with a front 
row seat to learn how a bold and 
transitioning prosecutor’s office 
operates. This inaugural summer 
of 2020 class – the most diverse 
group of students in the history 
of the Queens District Attorney’s 
Office – was carefully selected 
to reflect the “World’s Borough.” 
The students represent 15 different 
law schools and 11 colleges. Many 
of them are bilingual, speaking 
Spanish, Mandarin, Urdu, Farsi, 

German, Haitian Creole, French, 
Serbian, Bosnian/Serbo-Croatian 
and Russian.
     The District Attorney added 
that many of the interns hail from 
our local Queens neighborhoods 
or come from as far away as Cali-
fornia. Some have current interna-
tional roots in China, Colombia, 
and Serbia. This inaugural class 
is comprised of strong academic 
achievers, who have demonstrated 
a commitment to community and 
public service. Many were inter-
ested in DA Katz’s progressive 
ideas to make this prosecutor’s 
office more in line with the world 
we live in today. 
     While many summer oppor-
tunities downsized or shut down 
altogether due to the uncertain-
ties related to the pandemic, DA 
Katz stood firm in her resolve 
to move forward with the Brave 
Justice Summer Legal Internship 
Program. In the last few weeks the 
pool of intern applicants grew as 
the start date approached, making 
the selection process even more 
competitive. 
     To meet their learning needs 
and provide the interns with a 
stimulating yet safe summer 
program, the District Attorney’s 
Director of Legal Hiring Mariela 
Palomino Herring developed a 
6-week-long hybrid schedule. This 
innovative approach combines in-
person intern interactions along 
with teleworking.
     In addition to individual bureau 
assignments, interns will also re-
ceive daily presentations featuring 
veteran prosecutors, members of 
the judiciary; defense attorneys, 
the New York City Department 

of Correction and an inside look 
at a treatment provider. The train-
ing will also provide weekly, fo-
cused and intensive instruction on 
Constitutional issues involved in 
suppression hearings, along with 
a practical session on actually con-
ducting a hearing. Their summer 
experience will culminate in mock 
suppression hearings where they 
will apply what they have learned 
during their internship.
     A re-engineering of what used 
to be a simpler summer intern-
ship format was required in order 
to implement a hybrid program 
and create a safe and meaningful 
internship experience. The in-
person component is minimal and 
carefully supervised to maintain 
the highest safety standards for the 
intern and office staff. Safe and 
socially distant work spaces had to 
be created and designed. Technol-
ogy had to be developed and modi-
fied to allow law students remote 
access to assignments. Lectures 
and training exercises were recon-
figured to virtual presentations 
via Webex video conferencing. 
     The arduous steps it took to 
initiate DA Katz’s Brave Justice 
Summer Legal Internship Pro-
gram was well worth the effort. 
Every summer, law students 
and college students flock to the 
district attorneys’ offices to learn 
more about the criminal Justice 
system and to see if they want 
to play a future role in the ad-
ministration of justice. This year 
more than ever, we need these 
forward-looking, community-
connected and “aware” students to 
be inspired to become the next-gen 
prosecutors.

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz Hosts Brave Justice: 
Inaugural Summer Internship For Students

     Addressing the Supreme Court’s 
ruling today that barred the Trump 
administration from ending the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals (DACA) program, U.S. 
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand issued 
the following statement:
     “The Supreme Court’s deci-
sion today to bar President Trump 
from ending DACA is a victory 
for DREAMers, their families, 
and all Americans who believe in 
compassion and our shared human-

Gillibrand Statement on Scotus 
Ruling on DACA

ity. These young men and women 
make our country stronger—they 
are entrepreneurs, health care 
workers, members of our military, 
and more. While we celebrate 
today’s ruling, we must remember 
there is still work to be done be-
cause for many DREAMers, this 
is the only country they’ve ever 
called home. We must keep our 
promise to them, pass the DREAM 
Act, and finally put them on a path 
to citizenship.”

     Acting Queens Borough Presi-
dent Sharon Lee stated the follow-
ing in response to questions about 
the decision by the Supreme Court 
of the United States (SCOTUS) 
to uphold the Deferred Action 
for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
program by blocking the Trump 
Administration’s “arbitrary and 
capricious” attempt to terminate 
the program:
     “Today’s ruling keeps young 
immigrants out of the shadows, 
and is one victory in the fight 

BP Lee on SCOTUS’ DACA Decision
against this Administration’s 
perpetual attempts to peddle 
state-sanctioned discrimination 
and xenophobia,” said Borough 
President LEE. “Queens stands 
with Dreamers. The tens of thou-
sands of DACA-eligible individu-
als in our county grew up no less 
American than anyone else who 
calls Queens home.”
     The County of Queens, with its 
2.34 million residents, is the most 
diverse county in the continental 
U.S.

•    Joseph P. Addabbo Family 
Health Center in the Rockaways
•    Plaza del Sol Family Health 
Center in Corona
•    St. John’s Episcopal Hospital 
in the Rockaways
•    New York State Nurses As-
sociation (NYSNA)
•    UFCW Local 342 serving the 
New York City metropolitan area.
    “At a time when there is such 
divisiveness in our nation and our 
communities, it’s wonderful when 

we reach across the systemic di-
vides to help each other and make 
our world and community a more 
cohesive place to live,” said New 
Greater Bethel Ministries PAS-
TOR JOHN H. BOYD. “Thank 
you for this kind donation of fresh 
produce for our seniors and those 
in need.”
    “It’s such a special day. We’re 
happy to be a part of this effort to 
help those in need,” said Chabad 
of Flushing Director RABBI SH-
RAGA ZALMANOV. “We are 
here for each other.”

Buddha’s Light International, Fo 
Guang Shan Donate Fresh Produce, 

PPE Throughout Queens
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of NADSCO 
LLC Articles of Organization 
filed with the Secretary of State 
of New York on May 12th 2020. 
Office location:Queens County.
Secretary of State of New York 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. Secretary of 
State of New York shall mail 
process to 30-47 82nd Street 
East Elmhurst New York 11370. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020
TCB 149-06 LINDEN LLC, 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 03/30/2020. Office 
loc: Queens County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be ser ved. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: The LLC, 149-06 Linden 
Blvd, Jamaica, NY 11436. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

Notice of formation of TBCO 
LLC Articles of Organization 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York on May 8th 
2020. Office located inQueens. 
Secretary of State of New York 
has been designated for service 
of process. Secretary of State 
of New York shall mail copy of 
any process served against 
the LLC at 30-47 82nd Street 
East Elmhurst New York 11370. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

Notice of Formation of G&T 
TECHNOLOGY, LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 02/04/2020. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to 36-09 Main Street, 
Room 201, Flushing, NY 11354. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

R and R 6108 LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 12/24/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to Richard Boll, 
6112 Flushing Ave., Maspeth, 
NY 11378. General Purpose. 
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

R and R 442 LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 12/24/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to Richard Boll, 
6112 Flushing Ave., Maspeth, 
NY 11378. General Purpose. 
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

Notice of Formation of TTIMMS 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 05/07/2020. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 30-47 82nd Street, 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
SBNY -134, LLC. Articles of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 04/30/2020. Office 
Location: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to the LLC, 76-28 
Fresh Meadows, NY 11366. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

R and R 6118 LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 12/24/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to Richard Boll, 
6112 Flushing Ave., Maspeth, 
NY 11378. General Purpose. 
5/21,28,6/4,11,18&25/2020

B E N  I N  M OT I O N  L LC . 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 3/27/2020. Office: 
Q ueens  C ount y.  Un i ted 
States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC at 3611 31st Ave, 
#2A , Astor ia,  NY 11106. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020

LIVE BY LLC, Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 02/03/2020. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 6930 62nd St. Apt 
3D, Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020

FAITHFUL ARTISTRY, LLC, 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 05/11/2020. Office 
loc: Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: The LLC, 10407 
27th Ave., East Elmhurst , NY 
11369. Reg Agent: U.S. Corp. 
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave., 
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020

Notice of Formation of PALBAR 
LLC. Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) on 01/13/2020. 
Of f ice located in Queens 
County. SSNY is designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
to the LLC at 40-45 75th Street, 
FL 2, Elmhurst, NY 11373. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of Limited 
Liability Company (LLC) Name: 
VRJ GROUP LLC Ar ticles 
of Organization filed by the 
Department of State of New 
York on: 02/24/2020 Office 
location: County of Queens 
Purpose: Any and all lawful 
activities Secretary of State 
o f  New Yor k  (SSNY )  i s 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process 
to: The LLC 51-15 Junction 
Blvd., Elmhurst, NY 11373. 
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020

4865 37TH Street LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 4/3/2020. Cty: Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
46 Juneau Blvd., Woodbury, 
NY 11797. General Purpose. 
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020

Notice of Quali f icat ion of 
GLOBAL 69TH AVENUE LLC 
Appl. for Auth. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 05/11/20. 
Office location: Queens County. 
LLC formed in Delaware (DE) 
on 05/05/20. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to c/o Corporation 
Service Co., 80 State St., 
Albany, NY 12207-2543. DE 
addr. of LLC: 251 Little Falls Dr., 
Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert. 
of Form. filed with DE Secy. of 
State, Div. of Corps., John G. 
Townsend Bldg., 401 Federal 
St.-Ste. 4, Dover, DE 19901.  
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
LOYALTY BREEDS ROYALTY 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 03/19/2020. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 218-71 99th Avenue, 
Queens Village, NY 11429. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION 
O F  L I M IT ED L I A B I L IT Y 
COMPANY.  NAME:  9 -20 
MAIN REALTY, LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 03/19/20, office 
location Queens County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC, 29-10 14th Street, 
Astoria, NY, 11102.  Purpose: 
For  any law fu l  purpose. 
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION 
O F L I M ITED L I A B I L IT Y 
COMPANY. NAME: 29 -10 
14TH REALTY, LLC. Articles 
of Organization were filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 03/19/20, office 
location Queens County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail a copy of the process 
to the LLC, 29-10 14th Street, 
Astoria, NY, 11102.  Purpose: 
For  any law fu l  purpose. 
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020

W . C .  C O N S U L T I N G 
ENTERPRISES LLC, Ar ts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 05/05/2020. Off ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Sharon J 
Baquedo-Phinn, 107-12 Guy R 
Brewer Blvd, Ste 10C, Jamaica, 
NY 11433. Reg Agent: Sharon 
J  B aqu e d o - Ph i n n ,  107-
12 Guy R Brewer Blvd, Ste 
10C, Jamaica, NY 11433. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020

Notice of Formation of DANIELA 
JIMENEZ PHOTOGRAPHY 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
o n  0 3 / 16 / 2 0 2 0 .  O f f i c e 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to 61-15 97th Street, Apt# 
15H, Rego Park, NY 11374. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020

Notice of formation of ASTORIA 
PARKING MANAGEMENT 
LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with the 
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 05/18/20. Office in Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC, 34-22 
35TH ST ASTORIA, NY, 11106. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020

Notice of Quali f icat ion of 
LBA OR Core-Company IV, 
LLC.  Author ity f i led with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 05/14/20. Office location: 
Queens County.  LLC formed 
in Delaware (DE) on 05/07/20.  
SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: LBA OR Core-Company 
IV,  LLC,  c /o  LBA Real t y 
LLC, 3347 Michelson Dr., 
Ste. 200, Irvine, CA  92612.  
Address to be maintained 
in DE: National Registered 
Agents, Inc., 1209 Orange 
St., Wilmington, DE  19801. 
Arts of Org. filed with Jeffrey 
W. Bul lock, Of f ice of the 
Secretary, 401 Federal St., 
Dover, DE  19901.  Purpose: 
a n y  l a w f u l  a c t i v i t i e s . 
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020

Notice of Formation of QUEENS 
JS REALTY LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 02/21/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
41-60 Main Street, Suite 312, 
Flushing, NY 11355-3833. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of BREEGIFT 
BASKETBUSINESS LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/27/2020. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to 
126-10 Farmers Blvd., 2nd 
Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

BLACKVILLE BORN LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of State of 
NY 3/2/20. Off. Loc. : Queens 
Co. United States Corporation 
Agents, Inc. designated as 
agent upon whom process 
may be served & shall mail 
proc.: 7014 13th Avenue, Suite 
202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of THE 
GLOW UP TEAM, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on March 9, 2020. 
Of f ice located in Queens 
County. SSNY is designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC 4441 
Purves, Street, #616, Long 
Island City, New York 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

(Continued from page 7)

school at historically black 
Howard University, and 
spent two years directing 
its law school clinic. He 
spent a decade serving 
on the board of Gallaudet 
University, which offers 
higher education to deaf 

Queens College Students Deliver 
Multilingual Welcome . . . 

and hearing-impaired stu-
dents. Prior to joining UC 
Hastings as chancellor and 
dean, an office he held for 
five years, he was the dean 
of Wayne State University 
Law School in Detroit; he 
was the first Asian Ameri-
can in those leadership 
roles.

Notice of formation of Cody 
James Smith LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 5/14/20. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY is designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC 278 RTE 37 
New Fair f ield, CT 06812 . 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

OAG Has Rece ived a 
Number of Calls From 
New Yorkers Reporting 
Unemployment Insurance 
Benefits Fraud

     Attorney General Letitia 
James today warned people 
about new, recently reported 
scams using New Yorkers’ 
personal information to file 
fraudulent claims for unem-
ployment benefits.
     “We must remain vigilant 
about potential scams and 
ensure residents remain 
alert,” Attorney General 
James said. “During these 
uncertain times, unemploy-
ment benefits are a safety 
net for many individuals 
and families who have lost 
their jobs. To exploit the use 
of these funds and overload 
a system that is already 
processing unprecedented 
numbers of claims per day 
is as shameful as it is illegal. 
My office remains com-
mitted to holding account-
able anyone who violates 
the law, and I continue to 
encourage the public to 
report suspected scams to 
my office.”
     There have been recent 
reports of scammers having 
access to detailed databases 
with Personally Identifiable 
Information (P.I.I.). Armed 
with P.I.I., scammers have 
sought out cooperation from 
“mules” who are used as 
intermediaries for filing 
claims online seeking ben-
efits, exploiting the ava-
lanche of legitimate claims 

AG James Issues Fraud Alert to 
Protect New Yorkers From  

Unemployment Benefits Scam
that have hit the New York 
State Department of Labor 
due to the COVID-19 crisis.
     Individuals who have 
been contacted by the NYS 
Department of Labor about 
unemployment benef its 
they did not apply for must 
be aware of the possibility 
of identity theft. For more 
specific information about 
how to protect your identity, 
visit the Attorney General’s 
website at ag.ny.gov/con-
sumer-frauds/identity-theft. 
     Attorney General James 
highlights the following 
tips for New Yorkers to 
protect themselves from 
these scams:
•    Be suspicious of any-
one who calls you over the 
phone seeking money or 
personal information. If 
you owe money, you will 
receive a legitimate notice 
in writing that identifies the 
agency and the reason you 
owe money.
•    Do not give out personal 
and sensitive information, 
including your Social Se-
curity number and bank 
account information, to 
individuals over the phone. 
In addition, ensure to inde-
pendently verify the authen-
ticity of the caller.
Victims of unemployment 
benefits fraud should re-
port any incidents to their 
employer and to the NYS 
Department of Labor Un-
employment Insurance Pro-
gram. Victims can also file 
a complaint online with the 
Office of the Attorney Gen-
eral or call 1-800-771-7755.
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Downtown Flushing Kicks Off  
Reopening of Local Business With 

Film Screening & Forum 

     Community organizations are 
hosting the premiere of a docu-
mentary film on wildly successful 
local eatery Joe’s Steam Rice Roll, 
by filmmakers Daniel Nalladurai 
and Helena Kincaid-Nalladurai 
of Sixty First Productions. This 
screening will take place on Fri-
day, June 26, 5-7pm, via YouTube 
on the Museum of Food & Drink’s 
YouTube Channel.
     New York City is expected to 
enter Phase 2 of business reopen-
ing next week with guidance 
issued by Gov. Andrew Cuomo 
and Mayor Bill DiBlasio allowing 
restaurants in Flushing and other 
neighborhoods across the city’s 
five boroughs to open for outdoor 
dining for the first time since the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 pan-
demic three months ago.
     “The Chamber is excited to kick 
off the reopening of our business 
community with the global pre-
mier of Sixty First Production’s 
documentary film on Joe’s Steam 
Rice Roll, one of the amazing 
eateries that makes Flushing such 
a foodie destination,” stated Tae-
hoon Kim, president of the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Commerce. 
“Our business community was 
devastated by the pandemic and 
we welcome all New Yorkers to 
come back and help Flushing get 
back on our feet.”
     The event, which is free and 
open to the public, is organized 
by the Greater Flushing Cham-
ber of Commerce, Sixty First 
Productions and Joe DiStefano in 
partnership with the Museum of 
Food & Drink (MOFAD) and the 
Museum of Chinese in America 
(MOCA). 
     “Joe’s Steam Rice Roll is one 
of my favorite places to eat in 
downtown Flushing, but more 
important to me than his deli-
cious cheong fun is Joe Rong’s 
indomitable spirit,” said Queens 
food writer  Joe DiStefano. “That 
spirit fueled the vision for a busi-
ness squarely focused on this 
classic Cantonese comfort food, 

and I believe motivated him to be 
one of the first hawker stands to 
reopen in Flushing’s Chinatown.”
     The film is part of “First Stop 
on the 7,” a documentary series 
that explores what it means to be 
an immigrant entrepreneur in New 
York City today. First Stop on the 
7 highlights the personal stories of 
business owners and the hurdles 
they’ve overcome to find success. 
This episode features Joe Rong, 
owner of Joe’s Steam Rice Roll, 
a humble food stall, in Flushing, 
Queens, selling authentic Can-
tonese rice rolls that has received 
critical acclaim from The New 
York Times and has branched out 
to the East Village and Manhat-
tan’s Chinatown since opening 
in 2017.  
     “The Chamber is proud to pres-
ent this virtual screening as part 
of our #FlushingRising campaign 
to encourage New Yorkers to 
return and support our business 
community.  We are here to say 
Flushing is very much alive and 
here to stay,” stated John Choe, 
executive director of the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Commerce.  
“Daniel and Helena’s film series, 
First Stop on the 7,  is an ode to the 
amazing entrepreneurs who have 
struggled to overcome the odds 
and transformed what it means to 
be an American.  If you can make 
it in Flushing, you can make it 
anywhere!”
     The screening will be followed 
by a panel discussion moderated 
by Cathy Erway, author of the 
cookbook “The Food of Taiwan” 
and the memoir “The Art of Eat-
ing In.” Panelists will include 
filmmakers Daniel Nalladurai 
and Helena Kincaid-Nalladurai; 
John Choe, executive director of 
the Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce; Peter J. Kim, ex-
ecutive director of MOFAD; Eric 
Sze, Chef of Taiwanese restaurant 
886; and Andrew Rebatta, associ-
ate curator of MOCA; and local 
food writer and tour guide, Joe 
DiStefano.


