T I MES
QUEENS

Published for the Borough of Queens

VOLUME 25, NO. 27

THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2020

25 CENTS

Biden Says We Should ‘Protect’ Columbus,
Washington and Jefferson Statues
By Eddy Rodriguez
US Democratic presidential candidate
Joe Biden at a press conference on June 30,
2020, in Wilmington, Delaware. The former
Vice President said the government has “a
responsibility to protect” statues of Christopher Columbus, George Washington, and
Thomas Jefferson.
Former Vice President Joe Biden said
during a press conference Tuesday the government has a “responsibility to protect” the
statues of Christopher Columbus, George
Washington and Thomas Jefferson.
“Taking down, toppling the Christopher
Columbus statue or the George Washington statue, I think that is something that
the government has an opportunity and a
(Continued on page 2)

Woodhaven Bid & Queens Chamber of Commerce
Host Free Mask Pick-Up Event For Small Businesses

Council Member Paul Vallone
Chairs Economic Development
Committee Hearing Focused on
COVID Recovery

EDC President Outlines Economic Recovery Efforts for our
City’s “New Normal” during
Phased Reopening
Recently, Council Member
Paul A. Vallone chaired a hearing
of the Committee on Economic
Development focused on the New
York City Economic Development Corporation’s (NYCEDC)
COVID-19 response, job develop-

ment, and small business support
in our “new normal.” Representing the NYCEDC at this hearing
was James Patchett, President
and CEO.
As New Yorkers continue social
distancing to help stop the spread
of COVID-19, thousands more
NYC businesses reopened their
doors at the beginning of this week
(Continued on page 2)

The Woodhaven BID and the
Queens Chamber of Commerce
hosted an event in Woodhaven,
providing local businesses with
free masks and other PPE they
ordered through the NYC Department of Small Business Services
(SBS).
The masks were part of a

donation of over 500,000 protective face masks from SBS to the
Chamber, as part of a citywide
effort to distribute more than 4
million face coverings to small
businesses and their employees
as the New York City economy
reopens. The Chamber had previously distributed 200,000 masks

as part of this initiative.
“NYC means business. Our
small businesses are tough, resilient and they are coming back,”
said Jonnel Doris, Commissioner
of the NYC Department of Small
Business Services. “I am actively
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

Council Member Paul Vallone Chairs Economic
Development Committee Hearing Focused on
COVID Recovery
(Continued from page 1)

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -

Subscribe to the

Queens Times

Your Local Newspaper-One Edition for All Of Queens
Just $28.50 per year... and have the paper
delivered to your door by US Mail
Please Enter my Subscription For One Year

Name ..............................................................................
Address ..........................................................................
City..................................................Zip...........................
Please make check payable to: Queens Times and mail to:
11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357

Published every week by C.T. Publishing Corp.

Executive Office: 108-59 49th Avenue, Corona Heights, NY 11368
Operations: 11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357
Phone (718) 592-2196 • FAX (718) 357-3682

Web Site: www.queenstimes.com
email: editor@queenstimes.com

James C. Lisa .........................Publisher/Editor
Lew Scala .............................. Associate Publisher/Webmaster
Joseph V. Dorsa ....................Photo Journalist
Lou Duro ...............................International Correspondent
Merle Exit ..............................Arts/Entertainment Editor
Nicole Rescigno.......................Office Manager
Bob Grant................................Photo Journalist
The Queens Times, USPS # P127 AIC060 is published weekly by CT Publishing Corp.
for an annual subscription charge of $28.50, mail subscription request to Queens Times,
11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357, Periodicals Postage at Flushing, NY.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to Queens Times at 11-20 154th Street,
Whitestone, NY 11357

THURSDAY, JULY 2, 2020

for Phase Two. Chair Vallone
acknowledged that large-scale
testing and a plentiful PPE supply
are a critical part of sustaining a
safe reopening.
By establishing a local production chain, EDC reported todate facilitating the production
of 3.2 million medical gowns
through partnership with 14 local
manufacturers. In addition, a new
supply chain with local biotech
companies and small manufacturers are now producing 50,000
COVID-19 testing kits per week,
per EDC.
“As our City’s streets begin to
bustle and our businesses reopen
their doors to welcome back the
local community, it is important
to recognize the extraordinary
local efforts that helped make
that happen, while at the same
time proactively planning ahead
for the long term to ensure safety
and prosperity for our mom and
pops, whose success will be a
critical part of a strong economic
recovery,” said Vallone.
“With the phased reopen underway, the hard work is only just
beginning,” Pattchett said during
testimony. “There are many
pieces to consider: childcare,
transit, how and when we return
to our offices, and later to other
public venues. All of this aiming
to address the bigger question of

how we restore vitality to this city
we love.”
Patchett, noting that the City
“must create a ‘new’ normal,” outlined a two-fold approach to economic development efforts in the
coming months: “1) bring good
paying jobs to all New Yorkers;
and 2) ensure they have the skills
to get those positions, keep them
and excel in them.” Advanced
manufacturing, tech, cyber, life
science, garment manufacturing,
and fashion will be looked at for
opportunities “to diversify the
city’s economy while providing
New Yorkers with real opportunities to attain a greater level of
economic stability and success,”
Patchett added.
“The topic of relief efforts amid
COVID-19 is vital, especially
since an economic recovery is on
the minds of New Yorkers,” said
Public Advocate Jumaane Williams in submitted testimony. “It
is important to continue efforts for
this recovery since this requires a
lot of innovation and work. EDC
can help with decisions that make
sense and make a difference for
businesses.”
“As we prepare to finalize our
City budget, we must prioritize
and focus our efforts on economic
development in our City,” Vallone
said. “We know that significant
cuts to EDC’s budget, particularly
to the capital budget, would have a
tenfold impact on each and every

one of our City’s businesses and
industries.” Chair Vallone and
President Patchett also agreed
that Congress and the President
must quickly act on an additional
stimulus package and do more to
aid small businesses.
“We need real economic relief.
We need a stimulus package that
supports states and cities, and
provides the resources needed for
a robust recovery,” Patchett said
in testimony.
With regard to transportation,
according to Patchett, EDC has
seen a “huge surge” in overall
ridership on the NYC Ferry since
Phase 1, and service has been
ramped up in recent weeks. Acknowledging that New Yorkers
are now more than ever seeking
safe modes of transportation,
Chair Vallone pushed Patchett to
make continued investments in the
NYC Ferry system, particularly
in transit deserts like Northeast
Queens where residents face limited transportation options.
“We know that New Yorkers
love their ferries,” Patchett said.
“They’re a really important way of
linking New Yorkers from all over
the city who are in transit deserts
to other waterfront areas and to
jobs. In this time, as you said, of
social distancing, being able to be
outside at the top of a ferry vessel
is a particularly appealing way to
travel and we’ve seen New Yorkers realize that.”

Woodhaven Bid & Queens Chamber of Commerce
Host Free Mask Pick-Up Event For Small Businesses
(Continued from page 1)
working to ensure that small businesses in all five boroughs get the
support they need so each of our
business owners can continue to
contribute to the diversity and
vibrancy of our economy.”
“The Woodhaven BID thanks
the NYC Department of Small
Bu si ne s s Se r v ic e s a nd t he
Queens Chamber, who made
this effort possible. We are truly
grateful for this opportunity to
show our steadfast support for
the Queens business community,”
said Raquel Olivares, Executive
Director of Woodhaven BID.

“This is a critical time for small
businesses, and we must all do
our part—owners, staff, customers—to ensure a swift and safe
reopening period for them.
“We thank the NYC Department of Small Business Services
for their gracious donation—and
we are proud to partner with
Woodhaven BID to distribute
masks to help so many local
Queens businesses,” said Thomas
J. Grech, President and CEO of
the Queens Chamber of Commerce. “Small businesses are
the backbone of Queens and
they have been among the hardest hit by COVID-19, here in the

epicenter of the epicenter of the
pandemic. It is essential that we
help them navigate this reopening
safely, so we can get Queens back
to business.”
Participating businesses received 5 masks per employee,
plus a flyer to direct both employers and workers to further
resources and guidance on safety
measures and the reopening effort, courtesy of SBS.
For more information on how
small businesses throughout
New York City can still receive
free masks, visit: https://www1.
nyc.gov/nycbusiness/article/freeface-coverings

Biden Says We Should ‘Protect’ Columbus,
Washington and Jefferson Statues
(Continued from page 1)
responsibility to protect from happening,” Biden said when asked
about his thoughts on monuments
and statues being removed across
the country.
The presumptive Democratic
presidential nominee told reporters he believes there is a “distinction” to be made with regards to
statues and whether or not they
should be allowed to stay in public
places.
“I think there is a distinction
between...reminders and remembrances of history, and recovering
from history,” Biden said. He cited
former New Orleans Mayor Mitch
Landrieu who said of Confederate

statues in 2017, “There is a difference between remembrance of
history and reverence of it.”
Biden went on to differentiate
George Washington, who did
own slaves and “may have things
in the past that are now and then
distasteful,” from leaders of the
Confederacy who fought to keep
slavery.
“The idea of comparing whether
or not George Washington owned
slaves or Thomas Jefferson owned
slaves and somebody who was in
rebellion, committing treason,
and running trying to take down
the Union to keep slavery – I
think there is a distinction there,”
Biden said.
“I think the idea of bringing

down all those Confederate monuments to Confederate soldiers and
generals who strongly supported
succession and the maintenance
of slavery, and going to war to do
it, I think those statues belong in
museums,” Biden said. The former
vice president went on to say that
the government is obligated to
protect statues and monuments
“like the Jefferson Memorial,”
calling them a “remembrance.”
Biden’s comments come after
weeks of Black Lives Matter
protesters calling for Confederate statues and monuments to be
taken down across the country,
as well as those commemorating
(Continued on page 11.
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Attorney General James, Coalition of State Attorneys
General Endorse Joe Biden For President
Biden Will Fight to Protect
ACA and Americans’ Health
Care While Trump Looks to Rip
Health Coverage Away from
Women, Seniors, Young People,
and Those with Preexisting
Conditions
New York Attorney General
Letitia James today led a coalition
of 23 Democratic attorneys general from around the nation in endorsing Vice President Joseph R.
Biden for president of the United
States, citing Biden’s commitment
to aggressively defend Americans’
access to quality, affordable health
coverage and his specific promise
to build on the many protections
written into the Patient Protection
and Affordable Care Act (ACA).
The endorsement comes in the
form of an open letter on the same
day in which President Donald
Trump, his administration, and
a Republican-led coalition of
attorneys general from around
the nation file papers in the U.S.
Supreme Court, seeking to again
dismantle the ACA after numerous failed attempts to repeal and
dismantle the law since Trump
took office three years ago.
“There is only one person on
the ballot this fall who will fight
to defend the Affordable Care Act,
fight to rebuild our economy, and
fight for the American people,
and that man is Joe Biden,” said
Attorney General James. “Only
Joe Biden can be trusted to prioritize the health and safety of the
American public as we overcome
the COVID-19 pandemic. Donald
Trump has repeatedly failed us
and shown he is unable to lead
when Americans need a commander-in-chief most. For more
than three years, Donald Trump
has tried to strip health coverage
away from millions of Americans
and take us back in time to when
those with preexisting conditions
could be denied health coverage,
to when young people could be
kicked off their parents’ plans,
to when senior citizens could
lose access to vital prescription
drugs, and to when women could
be charged more for no other

reason than being a woman. If
the COVID-19 crisis has shown
us anything, it’s that we cannot
go back to that time, and with Joe
Biden’s leadership as president, we
won’t have to go back.”
“Joe Biden is the leader we
trust to guide us out of this unprecedented health, economic,
and social justice crisis. Under Joe
Biden’s leadership, public health
will be prioritized and health care
will be reimagined,” writes the
coalition of Democratic attorneys
general in an open letter announcing the endorsement. “The Trump
Administration continues to back
the Republican attorneys general
lawsuit to destroy the Affordable
Care Act wholesale, as states
across the country are confronting
the harrowing reality of the COVID-19 pandemic that has taken
the lives of more than 122,000
Americans. Donald Trump’s efforts to strip health care away from
tens of millions of Americans,
including those with preexisting
conditions, is immoral and unlawful; his mismanagement of the
pandemic has been incompetent
and catastrophic; and his response
to the public protests of the killing
of George Floyd has been callous
and divisive.”
Today’s letter — led and organized by Attorney General James
and the Democratic Attorneys
General Association — shines a
light on one of the top issues for
voters across the nation: Whether
Americans deserve access to quality, affordable health coverage.
Joining Attorney General
James in today endorsing Joe
Biden are the attorneys general
of Maine, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, New Mexico, North
Carolina, Oregon, Rhode Island,
Vermont, Virginia, Washington,
Wisconsin, and the District of
Columbia. Biden was previously
endorsed by the attorneys general of California, Connecticut,
Colorado, Delaware, Illinois,
Iowa, Maryland, Michigan, and
Pennsylvania.
Former President Barack
Obama signed the ACA into
law more than 10 years ago with

Vice President Biden’s support,
ushering in a new age of health
care protections for hundreds of
millions of Americans across the
country. Since that time, Republicans have tried, dozens of times,
to repeal the law to no success.
When that failed, they took their
case to the courts — previously
making it all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court — again failing.
Since Trump took office in 2017
and another repeal effort, once
again, failed, a Republican-led
coalition of attorneys general,
along with President Trump and
his administration, have tried to
undo the health reform law in the
courts, piece-by-piece.
When the Republican-led
Congress rendered the ACA’s individual mandate unconstitutional
— by reducing the penalty for forgoing coverage to $0 — a lawsuit
was filed by another Republicanled coalition, arguing that the rest
of the ACA should be held invalid
as a result of that change.
Attorney General James and
a coalition of Democratic attorneys general defended the ACA
in its entirety. The case went up
to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Fifth Circuit, where the court
held the individual mandate to be
unconstitutional, but refused to
opine on the validity of the ACA’s
remaining provisions. Instead, the
Fifth Circuit sent the case back
to the district court to determine
whether the problem with the
mandate requires striking down
the whole law. In January, however, a coalition of Democratic
attorneys general petitioned the
Supreme Court for expedited review to protect Americans’ health
care and resolve the uncertainty
created by the circuit court decision. The Supreme Court granted
review of the case in March and
is today receiving opening briefs
from Trump and fellow Republicans.
As Donald Trump continues
his support for ripping health
coverage away from hundreds of
millions of Americans, Joe Biden
has continued to support the many
protections in the ACA.

Council Member Vallone Calls on Water Board to Halt
Interest and Late Fees During COVID-19 Pandemic
At a recent Stated Meeting of
the City Council. Council Member
Paul A. Vallone will introduce a
resolution calling on the New York
City Water Board to not impose
penalties or interest on water and
sewer bills in an effort to give
families needed relief during the
COVID-19 pandemic. New York
City water customers are billed
for both the water they use and
the sewage they generate and
the annual rate for late payment
charges is 7%.
According to the New York City
Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP), many residential customers are deferring bill
payments because of economic
hardship as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, and since
March 16, 2020, water and sewer

bill payments are 12 percent lower
than during the same time period
in the last fiscal year. In addition
to late charges, overdue water and
sewer charges are considered a
lien against your property and the
City has the authority to sell this
lien to a third party, or lienholder,
in a process called a lien sale.
Owners of one-family homes
currently pay an average $1,000
annual water bill and apartment
building owners are billed roughly
$700 per tenant, according to a
2017 report. Forgiving all interest
and late fees accrued during the
COVID-19 pandemic would provide residents with some measure
of economic relief since once the
pandemic ends, many residents
will still not be able to pay these
fees.

“While New York State on
PAUSE was established to save the
lives of many New Yorkers, it has
also created a financial hardship
for many families across the five
boroughs,” said Council Member
Paul Vallone. “Forgiving penalties at a time when New Yorkers
are struggling to make ends meet
is a simple way to provide much
needed financial relief during
these challenging times.”
The New York City Water
Board was established in 1984 and
is the entity authorized to collect
and enforce payment and service
charges related to the City’s sewerage and water systems.
Council Member Vallone will
ask the Committee on Environmental Protection for a hearing on
this resolution in the near future.
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Suozzi Votes to Pass Major Legislation
Expanding And Improving
America’s Health System
While the President and GOP
continue to pursue repeal of the
Affordable Care Act, the legislation would by lower premiums
and prescription drug prices
Congressman Tom Suozzi (DLong Island, Queens), a Member
of the powerful House Ways
and Means Committee, helped
pass legislation expanding and
improving the Affordable Care
Act to lower health costs and prescription drug prices: The Patient
Protection and Affordable Care
Enhancement Act. Suozzi’s vote
comes as Republicans once again
push the Supreme Court to repeal
the entire Affordable Care Act,
including protections for the tens
of millions of Americans with
pre-existing conditions and allowing twenty-somethings to stay on
parents plans.
“Democrats of different viewpoints are currently engaged in
an important policy debate over
how to most effectively improve
access to health coverage and reduce costs for American families.
Some believe that ‘Medicare for
All’ is the best route. Some, like
myself and Joe Biden, believe that
we should build on the successes
of the Affordable Care Act by
further reducing premiums and
lowering prescription drug prices,
as we do in today’s legislation.
While some Democrats may differ on the details, we all share the
moral conviction that health care

must be a right, not a privilege in
this country,” said Rep. Suozzi.
“On the other side, Republicans
are continuing with their dark and
destructive mission to repeal the
Affordable Care Act in its entirety
and rip health coverage away from
tens of millions of Americans
with pre-existing conditions and
do nothing to reduce prescription
drug prices. I am mystified by their
policy and political strategy, which
the voters will make them pay for.”
Suozzi also spoke on the House
floor in support of the legislation.
The bill finally allows our
government to negotiate for lower
prescription drug prices, delivering on a campaign promise that
President Trump never acted upon,
even though he often said of Big
Pharma, “these guys are getting
away with murder.” The savings
generated will be used to reduce
premiums.
The bill makes health premiums
more affordable by making subsidies more generous and covering
more middle-class families
The bill cracks down on the
Trump Administration’s sabotage
of the Affordable Care Act by
prohibiting “junk” health plans
and taking other steps to protect
Americans with pre-existing conditions.
The bill expands coverage,
pushing more states to expand
Medicaid and provide an affordable
healthcare option for hard-working
families and more.

Meng Statement on Pride Month
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY),
a Vice Chair of the Congressional LGBTQ+ Equality Caucus,
released the following statement
commemorating LGBTQ+ Pride
Month.
“June is Pride Month where we
celebrate inclusion and equality.
During this time, we reaffirm our
commitment to LGBTQ+ rights,
celebrate the progress that has
been achieved, and reflect on the
work that must still be done. Pride
Month has a history born of activism. What began as a fight for life
and liberty resulted in a monthlong celebration of authenticity.
Pride Month allows people
to bravely embrace their identities that have for too long been
marginalized, at tacked, and
disgraced. Because this marginalization continues today,
last month, I introduced the
COVID-19 Hate Crimes Act
(H.R.6721) which seeks to combat coronavirus-related threats

and attacks, including those
against the LGBTQ+ community. I also strongly supported
and voted for provisions in the
recent House-passed Heroes Act
that would strengthen LGBTQ+
non-discrimination protections,
including measures directed toward LGBTQ+ youth.
While the Trump administration has continued its assault on
LGBTQ+ individuals in the areas
of health care and civil rights, the
Supreme Court recently upheld
protections for LGBTQ+ workers
by ruling that employees cannot
be fired for their gender identity
or sexual orientation. Everyone
has the right to live and love
freely – without fear of discrimination or harassment.
As a Vice Chair of the LGBTQ+ Equality Caucus, I will
always be a proud ally to the
LGBTQ+ community, and I’m
honored to wish a happy Pride
Month to all who celebrate.”

BP Lee on Budget Cuts to Senior Services
“Queens Elders Yet Again Shafted and Disproportionately Shortchanged” “On the Backs of our
Elders is More Than Our Fair
Share of Pain”
Acting Queens Borough President Sharon Lee stated the following in response to questions about
the millions of dollars in cuts to
Senior Services announced in the
$88.1 billion FY2021 Expense
Budget. The Council Senior Services Initiatives are slated to be cut
by over 12 percent from FY2020,

including the decimation of $1.13
million of the Borough President’s
Discretionary DFTA Funding,
of which $324,904 serves senior
programs in Queens:
“Queens elders are yet again
shafted and disproportionately
shortchanged by the City’s budget,” said Borough President LEE.
“Nearly a third of the City’s elders
reside here in Queens, yet the City
has persistently spent the lowest
per-capita for Queens seniors out
(Continued on page 11)
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NYS Legislators Urge Senate Leaders McConnell & Schumer
BP Lee, Goya Foods, I.S. 61Q of Corona
to Support Legislation to Extend Mortgage Forbearance
Partner to Fight Food Insecurity
Protections to Every Homeowner in the Country
A bipartisan group of more than
50 New York State legislators, led
by State Senators Brian Kavanagh
and Todd Kaminsky and Assemblymember Nily Rozic, penned
a letter to U.S. Senate Majority
Leader Mitch McConnell and U.S.
Senate Minority Leader Charles
E. Schumer urging them to support federal legislation to extend
mortgage forbearance protections to every homeowner in the
country.
The group pointed to a mortgage forbearance bill passed by
the New York State Legislature
and signed into law by Governor
Andrew Cuomo on June 17th as
a model. Under the New York
State law, those with mortgages
through New York state-regulated
financial institutions will receive
forbearance for a period of up to
180 days, plus an additional six
months if needed, and will have
the option of postponing those
payments until the end of the loan
term or amortizing the deferred
payments over the life of the loan.
The group noted that while the
New York State law will help keep
tens of thousands of New Yorkers
with state-regulated mortgages
from losing their homes, a large
majority of homeowners in New
York and around the nation hold
mortgages that are not issued or
serviced by a financial institution
regulated by the state in which
they live. “We are therefore calling
on you to support legislation that
would extend these protections to
every homeowner in the country,
regardless of who issued or services the loan,” the group said in
the letter.
“As various states, including

New York, reopen our economy,
thousands of people are still facing a dire financial future and the
last thing they should be worrying about is how they will make
their mortgage payments once
the dust settles,” said Senator
Kavanagh, Chair of the New York
State Senate Housing Committee. “This legislation provides
real relief to our neighbors and
ensures they come out of this
pandemic healthy—both literally
and financially. I urge our United
States Senate leaders to enact
these provisions on the federal
level and apply them to all home
mortgages Congress has jurisdiction over, not just those that are
backed by federal agencies. Doing
so will help relieve the financial
stress that many homeowners are
currently facing and contribute to
a rapid recovery once this public
health crisis passes.”
“Protecting Long Island homeowners during this period of economic turmoil is essential,” said
Senator Todd Kaminsky. “That’s
why I worked with my colleagues
to pass strong protections for homeowners into law, giving New
Yorkers with state-backed loans
the ability to defer their mortgage
payments. I urge Congress to follow our lead and provide mortgage
forbearance protections for every
American homeowner as our nation continues its recovery from
the COVID-19 crisis.”
“With the COVID-19 pandemic continuing to cause unprecedented financial hardship,
homeowners deserve the ability to
make the soundest financial decisions,” stated Assemblymember
Nily Rozic. “This legislation will

¬¬give homeowners options to
catch up on their payments without additional financial strain, fear
of foreclosure actions, or damage
to their credit. This change will
go a long way to help many New
Yorkers stay in their homes in the
face of an economic recession.”
The group applauded actions
already taken by the House of
Representatives to address this
crisis. The Health and Economic
Recovery Omnibus Emergency
Solutions Act (H.R. 6800, or
“the HEROES Act”), which the
House recently passed, includes
the provisions of the COVID-19
Mortgage Relief Act (H.R. 6741
- Clay), which would provide
mechanisms similar to the State
legislators called for, for every
homeowner in America to both
receive forbearance and to delay
repayment of that forbearance
well into the future, as now allowed by the New York State law.
The HEROES Act also prohibits any negative credit reporting
resulting from the election of
any forbearance option; and it
ensures that homeowners will
not be charged additional fees or
penalties, or be forced to pay any
more interest than they would
have paid under their original loan
agreement.
The group also acknowledged
Senator Schumer’s work in ensuring that the CARES Act addressed
New Yorkers’ needs, as well as his
support of the provisions in the
HEROES Act. They called upon
Senators Schumer and McConnell
to work together with Senators of
their respective parties to ensure
mortgage forbearance legislation
is enacted as soon as possible.

Kupferberg Center For The Arts Announces Live at The
Gantries Online Performances Every Tuesday During
July and August at 7pm
Kupferberg Center for the Arts
(KCA) at Queens College, the
largest multi-disciplinary cultural
complex in Queens, announces its
Summer 2020 Live at the Gantries
Online Concert Series. Traditionally held at Gantry Plaza State
Park in collaboration with the Department of Parks and Recreation,
Queens Theatre in the Park, Plaxall,
Inc., and Council Member Jimmy
Van Bramer, this series is moving
online in 2020 to offer eight worldclass performances every Tuesday
at 7pm during July and August
2020 that will stream on KCA’s
Facebook and YouTube pages. Live
Q&A sessions with the artists will
follow each event.
This year’s Live at the Gantries
Online concert series kicks-off on
July 7 with Nixtaband, an exciting
contemporary jazz ensemble composed of Queens College alumni
and musicians based in New York
City and Mexico. Nixtaband fuses
Afro-Cuban, South American,
Afro-American, and Mexican
rhythms to deliver a modern sound
deeply steeped in the jazz and folk
traditions. On July 14, Kalunga,
The Duo Sessions will bring an
eclectic and exciting blend of
Afro-Latin music and crossover
chamber music in the hands of
award-winning percussionist Javier

Diaz and world-class oboist Toyin
Spellman-Diaz for a classical sound
with a contemporary flair. This
show will be followed by a short
master class on Batá percussion.
The thrilling New York-based jug
band, The Salt Cracker Crazies,
will offer their bone rattling, floor
shaking, gut thumping jug-centric
skiffle on July 21. Their songs about
unicorns, fireworks, and all sorts of
party-related themes will definitely
make audiences want to dance in
their living rooms.
Brooklyn Raga Massive’s (BRM)
Tradition to Innovation program,
will showcase a wide range of
sounds inspired by jazz and traditional Indian Classical and raga
music on July 28. BRM has been
hailed as “Leaders of the Raga Renaissance” by the New Yorker and
praised by The New York Times
for “preserving the past while
blurring genres in an inventive
spirit.” On August 4, Puerto Rican
singer-songwriter Fernandito Ferrer will offer his personal take on
Nueva Canción through the use of
loops, pedals, and all kinds of cool
props to accompany his delightful
voice. The Chivalrous Crickets will
perform on August 11. Creating
a unique sound based on the mix
of Appalachian, Old Time, traditional English and Celtic, and early

European art music the Crickets
will take you on a centuries-long
sound journey. August 18 will
bring Mexican songstress Claudia
Valentina’s stirring performance
of classic boleros, rancheras, son
jarocho, cumbias, and indigenous
pieces. The season will come to a
close on August 25 with a performance by Grammy award winner
Dan Zanes and Haitian-American
jazz vocalist Claudia Zanes. A show
perfect for the whole family, it will
feature Dan’s greatest hits as well
as folk and blues classics from their
popular new songbook entitled Dan
Zanes’ House Party!: A Family
Roots Music Treasury.
All shows will stream Tuesdays
at 7pm EST, followed by live artist
Q&A and discussion.
Nixtaband, Tuesday, July 7
Kalunga, The Duo Sessions, Tuesday, July 14
The Salt Cracker Crazies, Tuesday,
July 21
Brooklyn Raga Massive, Tuesday,
July 28
Fernandito Ferrer, Tuesday, August 4
The Chivalrous Crickets, Tuesday,
August 11
Claudia Valentina, Tuesday, August 18
Dan + Claudia Zanes, Tuesday,
August 25

Over 1,800 Pounds of Food to be
Distributed to Families in Need
Acting Queens Borough
President Sharon Lee this week
announced a partnership with
Goya Foods to donate nearly one
ton of food to the I.S. 61 school
community in Corona, one of the
communities hardest hit by the
COVID-19 pandemic, as Queens
continues its all-encompassing
push to meet the needs of families
struggling with food insecurity.
The generous donation augments
the dedicated efforts of many I.S.
61 teachers who, throughout the
pandemic, have gone above and
beyond by purchasing groceries
and delivering them directly to
the homes of students and their
families.
“Food insecurity is real, persistent and deep here in the Borough
of Families,” said Borough President LEE. “Goya Foods has been
a tremendous partner in helping
to stem the tide here in Queens,
as have the devoted teachers of I.S.
61, who have gone extra miles with
love to support their kids and families in communities hardest hit by
this devastating public health and
economic crisis.”
On June 30, Borough President

Lee and Goya Foods, the largest
Hispanic-owned food company
in the United States, facilitated
the distribution of 1,829 pounds
of donated food, including red
pimientos, lentils, black beans,
chick peas, vegetable barley soup
and more.
The Port Authority of New
York & New Jersey assisted in the
transportation of food to Queens
from Goya’s storage facility in
New Jersey.
Goya’s critical donation of
nearly one ton of fresh food augments Queens’ ongoing effort to
stem the tide of food insecurity
exacerbated by the COVID-19
pandemic and the subsequent economic emergency — more than 1.3
million New York City residents
have filed unemployment claims
between the weeks of March 14
and June 20, according to the New
York State Department of Labor.
To date, Borough President
Lee’s ongoing partnership with
FreshDirect since March 24 has
resulted in the distribution of more
than 31,000 grocery boxes to 102
different CBOs — including I.S.
61, which received 100-box donations on May 18 and June 10 —
across all 14 Queens community
districts.

Flushing Town Hall to Present Part
Two of its Virtual CrossCurrent
Choreographic Festival on July 3
Flushing Town Hall will
continue its celebration of New
York’s diverse and vibrant Asian
American dance scene with Part
Two of its Virtual CrossCurrent
Choreographic Festival, streaming live this Friday, July 3 at 7:00
PM. Produced by the Nai-Ni Chen
Dance Company and focused
exclusively on emergent choreographers, the festival includes
performances and panel discussions with the participating artists
and selection committee.
Part One was held on June 26
and featured dance artists Rourou
Ye and Yuki Ishiguro.
Part Two will feature “Algorithm: randomforest” by Chaery
Moon, “Aravani” by Barkha Patel, and “Equanimity” by ChienYing Wang & Paul C. Ocampo.
The festival’s goal is to increase the visibility of Asian and
Asian American dance, foster
cross-cultural dialogue, and provide a more equitable context for
discussing dance and its role in
New York communities.
“Flushing Town Hall has been
a strong advocate of arts equity
since 1979. We support local, immigrant, and international artists,
developing partnerships and collaborations that enhance our efforts in supporting the global arts
community,” says Ellen Kodadek,
Flushing Town Hall’s Executive
& Artistic Director. “We have
partnered with the Nai-Ni Chen
Dance Company for six years
now and this year’s festival was
to take place at Flushing Town
Hall but was moved online due
to COVID-19 theatre closure. We
are thrilled to partner with Nai-Ni
Chen’s company once again and

to bring these inspiring choreographers to a global audience.”
While Flushing Town Hall’s
FTH at Home! virtual programs
are presented to audiences free
of charge while the venue is
temporarily closed due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, viewers are
invited to make a tax-deductible
donation to the nonprofit’s Step
Up for Flushing Town Hall campaign to help supplant the loss of
earned revenue from ticket sales.
Flushing Council on Culture
and the Arts dba Flushing Town
Hall is a not for profit organization which receives major support
from the National Endowment for
the Arts; New York State Council
on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the
New York State Legislature; New
York State Assembly Member
Ron Kim; New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, Mayor
Bill de Blasio; Queens Borough
President Melinda Katz; Council Members Adrienne Adams,
Costa Constantinides, Daniel
Dromm, Barry Grodenchik, Peter
Koo, Karen Koslowitz, Francisco
Moya, and Paul A. Vallone; and
the Howard Gilman Foundation,
the Fan Fox and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation, and the Booth
Ferris Foundation.
Flushing Town Hall’s facilities
are temporarily closed to the public in accordance with COVID-19
safety regulations.
For more information, please
visit our website at www.flushingtownhall.org, or call us at
(718) 463-7700 x222
We are in the heart of Queens
New York at 137-35 Northern
Blvd. Flushing, NY 11354
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SUDOKU

Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 7/2/20 - 7/8/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
Mar. 21 - April 20)
Turn your present relationship
around or start a new one. Either
way, you’re up for a passionate
encounter with some one special.
Your lucky numbers are 2,4,9

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Leave things as they are! Older
relatives may be a burden. Do
what you can to help them but
don’t neglect your own family.
Your lucky numbers are 1,4,9.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Recognition will be yours if you
meet your deadline. Your mate,
however, may not be too pleased
with you. Your lucky numbers
are 1,6,4

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Clear up domestic chores that
have remained undone for some
time. You will find that friends
or relatives may not understand
your needs. lucky numbers are
4,9,1.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
If you’re uncertain of your feelings, keep your opinions to yourself. Taking on too much won’t
help the situation. Your lucky
number is 5,7,8
CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Your added discipline will enable you to complete some of
those unfinished projects. Try
not to get into disputes. Your
lucky numbers are 9,4,6
LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Set aside any decisions regarding your personal till next week.
Ask family members for help and
you will be able to handle any
problems. Your lucky numbers
are 4,3,8.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Get involved in self improvement programs. You can have an
enjoyable time if you socialize
with friends. Your lucky numbers are 5,4,9.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You could experience delays in
shipments or mail, and should
be careful while traveling. You
may need to lend an ear to an
old friend. Your lucky numbers
are 8,4,7.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Don’t discuss your personal life
with others. Put all your energy
into moneymaking ventures.
Your lucky numbers are 6,7,3.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You can find solutions if you are
willing to communicate. Don’t
be taken advantage of by fast
talking salesperson trying to
part you from your cash. Your
lucky numbers are 3,2,7.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Make an effort to finalizing personal papers. You could be blind
to the defects of those you love.
Your lucky numbers are 3,7,8.

4th

of July
Facts

The 56 signers of the Declaration did not sign on July 4, 1776,
nor were they in the same room
at the same time on the original
Independence Day. The official
signing event took place on August 2, 1776 when 50 men signed
the document. Several months
passed before all 56 signatures
were in place. The last man to
sign, Thomas McKean, did so in
January of 1777, seven months after the document was approved by
Congress. Robert R. Livingston,
one of the five original drafters,
never signed it at all since he believed it was too soon to declare
independence.
John Hancock, the President
of the Continental Congress at the
time, was the first and only person
to sign the Declaration on July 4,
1776 (he signed it in the presence
of just one man, Charles Thomson,
the secretary of Congress). According to legend, the founding
father signed his name bigger
than everyone else’s because he
wanted to make sure “fat old King
George” could read it without his
spectacles. But the truth is that
Hancock had a large blank space
and didn’t realize the other men
would write their names smaller.
Today, the term “John Hancock”
has become synonymous with a
person’s signature.

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles
“Try & Find”

TRY AND FIND
GARAGE SALE TREASURES
“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Baseball
Bed
Bicycle
Blanket
Blender

Clothes
Computer
Curlers
Dishes
Drill

Games
Grill
Guitar
Haggle
Hammer

Heater
Iron
Ladder
Lamp
Organ

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

ACROSS
1. Splines
6. Rehabilitation
11. Light purple
12. Eternal
15. Against
16. Evolve
17. Donkey
18. Pillar
20. Uncooked
21. Cook
23. Canvas dwelling
24. Does something
25. Part of a foot
26. You (archaic)
27. Brother of Jacob
28. Cocoyam
29. Yes (slang)
30. Thai currency units
31. A nervous wreck
34. Shorthand
36. Cap
37. Flat float
41. Container weight
42. Engineering school
43. Affirm
44. “____ and crafts”
45. Nib
46. Cry of pain
47. Smidgen
48. Square dance
51. Gibbon
52. Versions
54. Inflamed
56. Renters
57. Mistake
58. Effusive
59. Fret

DOWN
1. Splashed
2. Flaxseed
3. Altitude (abbrev.)
4. Tropical tuber
5. It forms on a wound
6. Pillaging
7. Excrete
8. “Darn it!”
9. Anagram of “Ail”
10. Raccoon-like carnivore
13. Condition
14. Stitches
15. Stockpile
16. They keep dozing off
19. Aromatic solvent
22. Blossoms
24. It holds cigarette debris
26. Apprentice
27. Hearing organ
30. Shower alternative
32. In song, the loneliest number
33. Nutcase
34. Big step
35. Making lace
38. Flyer
39. Fatuity
40. Thick woolen fabric
42. Very small
44. Incite
45. Kiosk
48. Ancient units of liquid measure
49. Exclamation of relief
50. Infamous Roman emperor
53. Letter after sigma
55. Arrive (abbrev.)

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com Click on PUZZLES...
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MTA Deploys PPE Vending Machines Across Subway System

WE’RE HIRING!

Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation

The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) this week
announced that the agency is deploying a dozen vending machines
at 10 subway stations allowing
customers to buy Covid-19 personal protective equipment (PPE).
The new machines, part of a pilot
program will offer reusable face
masks, gloves, hand sanitizer, and
sanitizing wipes.
“The national increase in Covid-19 cases shows how important
it is for us to maintain vigilance
on use of masks and other PPE,”

said Sarah Feinberg, Interim
President of MTA New York City
Transit. “We want to make it as
easy as possible for customers
who may not have masks to get
them so they can ride the subway.
Wearing a mask is the single most
important thing our customers can
do to protect themselves and those
around them – and more than that,
it’s absolutely required to ride the
system.”
The machines are of two
types. Eight machines are being
installed and stocked by Canteen,

a division of the Compass Group,
a food services company. These
machines were built by Vengo,
a manufacturer of retail vending
machines. Four machines are
branded as “Simply” and are being
installed and stocked by vending
machine company Swyft.
The MTA is also distributing
hand sanitizer at every station as
well as 2 million single-use surgical masks to customers at station
booths thanks to donations from
the State of New York and City of
New York.

The pilot program consists of 12 machines at these 10 locations: 14 St-Union
Square, 34 St-Herald Square (two machines), 34 St-Penn Station, 34 St-Penn Station,
42 St-Port Authority Bus Terminal, 42 St-Times Square (two machines), 59 StColumbus Circle, 74 St-Roosevelt Ave., Atlantic Av-Barclays Center, exington Ave.

Best Wishes for a Happy
and Safe Fourth of July

Congresswoman

GR ACE MENG
Paid for & authorized by Grace For New York

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com

Italian American Journal

GIA

To read GIA online

Visit www.giamondo.com

Servicing: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut,
Long Island, Florida, California, Boston, Switzerland and Italy

Call 718-592-2196
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Meng Votes to Pass The George Floyd
Justice in Policing Act

Congresswoman returns to nation’s capital for vote on comprehensive police reform legislation
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) tonight voted to pass the
George Floyd Justice in Policing
Act (H.R. 7120) to address the
systemic inequities and racial injustices that too many, particularly
those in the Black community,
tragically face.
“In response to the watershed
moment of witnessing the brutal
video of George Floyd being
slowly murdered under the knee
of a police officer, Americans
across the country rose up with
tears in our eyes demanding equal
justice, and an end to structural
racism and police brutality,” said
Meng. “Our nation is crying out
against a system that has caused
so much harm to communities
of color, especially to the Black
community. Today’s vote – on

the one month anniversary of that
tragedy – is a bold and transformative step forward to hold police
accountable, end racial profiling,
and eliminate qualified immunity
for law enforcement; it is a step
toward transforming the culture of
policing, increasing transparency,
and combatting the epidemic of
racial injustice. We cannot, and
will not, turn our backs on the
cries for justice – and we most
certainly cannot go back to a system that would look the other way
when faced with police brutality.
The Senate must now follow the
House’s lead, and immediately
pass this vital legislation, because
this moment of national anguish
demands nothing less.”
The George Floyd Justice in
Policing Act would implement
significant policing reforms and
address racial injustice. Specifically, it:
• Bans chokeholds;
• Stops no-knock warrants;
• Ends the qualified immunity
doctrine that is a barrier to holding police officers accountable for
wrongful conduct;
• Combats racial profiling;
•
Mandates data collection,
including body cameras and dashboard cameras; and
• Establishes new standards for
policing.
The bill passed by a vote of
236-181.

Statement from New York City Transit
Interim President Sarah Feinberg:

New York City Transit Interim
President Sarah Feinberg issued
the following statement on the

City’s decision to defund the Fair
Fares program:
“The Mayor’s decision to
slash the Fair Fares program will
make it more difficult for tens of
thousands of customers who rely
on mass transit to afford to get to
jobs, school and work as New York
continues to reopen. At a time
when the MTA is hemorrhaging
money at record levels due to the
COVID-19 crisis, this cut sets us
back and will further hurt our
ability to provide critical services
to New Yorkers.”

Councilman Ulrich Votes ‘No’ on City
Council Budget Adoption, Slashing
$1 Billion From NYPD
“I could not, in good faith,
vote ‘yes’ on the budget adoption.
These deep cuts to the NYPD
budget are just insane. While gun
violence and murder skyrocketed,
the Mayor and Council are catering to the demands of left-wing
extremists who aim to completely
dismantle the NYPD.
This budget will make New
York City a more violent place.
New Yorkers will not soon forget
this betrayal of the public trust and
who was behind it.”
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Senator James Sanders Jr. Leads in Protecting Southeast
Queens Community From COVID-19
by Donating 5,000 Masks to Local School
Senator James Sanders Jr. (DRochdale Village, Far Rockaway)
who is always proactive when it
comes to handling a crisis was
at the forefront of protecting his
district from COVID-19 by donating 5,000 masks to a local
school. Senator Sanders wants to
make sure that teachers, staff and
students stay safe in anticipation
of schools being open for the fall
semester, and plans to give away
more PPE in the coming months.
The masks were provided
through a collaboration with Ambassador Huang Ping, Consul General of China’s Consulate General
in New York and were given to
P.S. 354 (The STEM Institute of
Queens). Principal Raevan Askew
and School Superintendent (CD
28) Dr. Tammy Pate accepted the
masks on behalf of P.S. 354. They
said they were very thankful for
the donation.
“Community District 28 is a very
diverse district for our students to
learn and to grow,” Dr. Pate said.
“We want to thank you for being
mindful of the health and concerns
of our parents and our students.
It means more than words can
express.”
Ambassador Huang Ping who

Principal Raevan Askew, left, and School Superintendent
(CD 28) Dr. Tammy Pate, right, accepted the masks on behalf
of P.S. 354. They were presented by Sanders’ Chief of Staff,
Marvin Holland and Constituent Liaison, Kristen Holness.
spoke to Principal Askew and Dr.
Pate virtually via Zoom said he
believed it was important for China
and the United States to help each
other and build positive relationships moving forward.
“As a diplomat living in New
York, I see myself as a New Yorker,
so I feel this is my privilege and
also my obligation to join hands

with everybody here in New York
to fight against this pandemic,”
Ambassador Huang Ping said. “I
am very glad that with the help
of Senator Sanders we are able to
donate 5,000 facial masks to the
STEM Institute. I hope that our
kids can be better equiped and
(Continued on page 10)

MTA Announces Innovative Barriers to be Installed on Local
and Express Buses to Further Enhance Operator Safety
MTA New York City Transit
has announced it is installing an
innovative barrier across 4,800
local buses and 1,000 express
buses to further enhance bus
operator safety during the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond.
Installation of a full-length vinyl
curtain on express buses will start
this week and is expected to be
completed by mid-August. Local buses will be equipped with
either a polycarbonate slider or a
vinyl sheeting curtain, which will
fully protect bus operators when
passengers board. The installation
of new barriers across the fleet
is expected to be completed by
the fall. The MTA will resume
front door boarding on all buses
in August.
“The new barriers are part
of our commitment to continuously protect bus operators when
performing their heroic work of
keeping this city moving,” said
Sarah Feinberg, Interim President

of New York City Transit. “We
continue to disinfect buses around
the clock, require all customers
and employees to wear masks,
and these new short-term solution barriers ensure we are doing
everything possible to protect
employees and riders.”

“This is one of the many innovative solutions we are implementing to keep bus operators
safe as more customers make their
way back onto buses,” said Craig
Cipriano, Senior Vice President
(Continued on page 10)

Wishing everyone a happy and safe 4th of
July as we proudly celebrate and cherish our
patriotism and independence.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator
District 15
District Offices:
159-53 102nd Street
Howard Beach, NY 11414
(718) 738-1111
(FAX) (718) 322-5760

66-85 73rd Place
Middle Village, NY 11379
(718) 497-1630
(FAX) (718) 497-1761
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IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
This week’s virtual Queens
activities include camp, concerts,
dance performances, literature,
and the borough’s official historian doing what he does best. But as
a clear sign of the positive times,
one event is outdoors. (There’s
another big one next week, too.)
●
July 3, America’s Sweethearts, 7 pm. This three-female
group does the Great American
Songbook and Broadway tunes
as part of the QPAC LIVE! series.
A Q&A session with the artists
follows.
●
July 3, CrossCurrent Choreographic Festival Part II, 7 pm.
This show celebrates emerging
Asian dance at Flushing Town
Hall. Barkha Patel offers a classical Indian Kathak show with
a transgender twist. Chien-Ying
Wang and Paul C. Ocampo investigate marriage, friendship,
partnership, and how humans create beauty amid disagreement and
misfortune. Peter Cheng unpacks
disparate, unrelated, and inconsequential ideas and catalyzes them
into an ever-changing framework
of movement bounded by muscularity, articulation, and decay.
●
July 3, Manhatitlan, 4 pm.
The virtual Queensboro Dance
Festival spotlights a troupe that
adds modern flair to traditional
Mexican choreography.
●
July 4, NYC Sightseeing
Cruise, 6 pm. Skyline Cruises
is back in action with a 4.5-hour
water tour from Flushing to the
Statue of Liberty and back with
narration. Due to social-distancing guidelines, each group stays
at one table and brings food and
beverages. Board at One World’s
Fair Marina, Flushing Meadows
Corona Park.
● July 6, Neighborhood Slice:
Flushing, 6 pm. Queens Historical Society Board Member Jack
Eichenbaum, who is also the official borough historian, discusses
Flushing’s past and cosmopolitan

present during this video, which
is produced by NYC Media. Free,
but please RSVP.
● July 6, Summer Media Camp,
Aug. 21. The Museum of the
Moving Image organizes such
activities as stop-motion animation, screenwriting, and digital
game design. Participants (ages
8 to 13) work in small groups
with specially trained artists and
educators.
●
July 6, Animals, Animals,
Animals, July 10. Alley Pond
Environmental Center introduces
pre-kindergarten and kindergarten youngsters to amphibians,
birds, invertebrates, mammals,
and reptiles via guests, literacy,
movement, and activities. The
daily sessions run from 9:30 am
to 10:30 am.
● July 6, Curious Creatures, July
10. An Alley Pond Environmental
Center educator leads science
experiments, animal encounters,
and a daily nature connection
challenge for first-through-third
graders. Lesson runs from 11 am
to noon, and each one focuses on
a different living thing and its
unique characteristics and adaptations.
● July 6, Animal Encounters,
July 10. Alley Pond Environmental Center Animal Ambassadors
teach fourth-to-seventh graders
about organisms such as birds,
invertebrates, and mammals and
lead animal-centered activities
and experiments from 12:30 pm
to 1:30 pm every day.
●
July 6, The Garden Lab,
July 16. The Queens Botanical
Garden offers a virtual camp
from Monday through Thursday.
Participants learn environmental
themes such as cooking with
plants, animal neighbors, and using the natural world as inspiration
to create art. The session for ages
4 through 7 is 9 am to 10:30 am.
The one for ages 8 through 12 is
from 11 am to 12:30 pm.

● July 7, Nixtaband, 7 pm. Live
at the Gantries is an annual summer series that’s online this year.
Nixtaband plays Mexican Folk
music with contemporary Jazz and
Latin Jazz influences on opening
night. The artists participate in a
Q&A session after the show.
● July 8, Virtual Jazz Jam, 7
pm. Flushing Town Hall’s monthly
Jazz session is online with local
saxophone legend Carol Sudhalter
and the house band. Musicians
improvise together. Don’t play?
Listen.
●
July 8, Do You Believe In
Magic?, Aug. 12. Queensborough
Performing Arts Center offers
this virtual camp for children
ages eight to 14. World famous
illusionist Reza teaches the sixweek beginner course on magic
using ordinary household items.
It’s actually part-workshop and
part-competition as the fun culminates in a Facebook showcase
on Aug. 19.
●
July 8, The Moves Forum,
4 pm. This virtual event brings
together female leaders from
business, commerce, education,
industry, technology, and the
arts. The panel discussions are
“Women as Change Makers,”
“Sustainable You,” “Chart Your
Own Destiny,” and “Social Media:
Gods or Monsters?”
● July 9: Code Name Hélène, 4
pm. Queens Public Library’s Literary Thursdays series continues
with author Ariel Lawhon discussing her new spy novel about
a French Resistance fighter, hero,
lover, Nazi nemesis, smuggler,
socialite, and spy.
● July 9, Native American History, 6 pm. The Queens Historical Society uses documents and
archaeological artifacts to teach
what life was like for the Native
American tribes on Long Island
and Queens in this program,
which is intended for teens and
family.

Take Five Top-Prize Winner Sold in CORONA
The New York Lottery announced one top-prize winning
ticket was sold for the June 29
TAKE-5 drawing. The ticket,
worth $57,905.00, was purchased
at EL ENCUENTRO DELI GROCERY CORP, located at 40-42
NATIONAL STREET in CORONA.
The five winning numbers for
the TAKE 5 game are drawn from
a field of one to 39. The TAKE
5 drawing is televised every day
at 11:21 p.m. A Lottery draw
game prize of any amount may be

claimed up to one year from the
date of the drawing.
About the New York Lottery
The New York Lottery continues to be North America’s largest and most profitable Lottery,
contributing $3.47 billion in fiscal
year 2018-2019 to help support
education in New York State. The
Lottery’s contribution represents
13 percent of total state education
aid to local school districts.
New York Lottery revenue is
distributed to local school districts
by the same statutory formula used

to distribute other state aid to education. It takes into account both a
school district’s size and its income
level; larger, lower-income school
districts receive proportionately
larger shares of Lottery school
funding.
New Yorkers struggling with
a gambling addiction, or who
know someone who is, can find
help by calling the State’s tollfree, confidential HOPEline at
1-877-8-HOPENY (1-877-8467369) or by texting HOPENY
(467369) Standard rates may apply.

Maloney Pushes Sec. Mnuchin to Commit to CARES Act
Transparency and Oversight
During House Financial Services
Committee Hearing, Oversight
Chairwoman Urges Secretary to
Recognize PRAC Authority
During a recent House Financial Services Committee hearing, Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (D-NY), Chairwoman
of the Committee on Oversight
and Reform, pressed Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin about

an erroneous legal opinion from
the Treasury Department, which
raised questions about the scope
of the Pandemic Response Accountability Committee’s (PRAC)
oversight authority. The Congresswoman urged Secretary Mnuchin
to interpret the PRAC’s oversight
authorities to apply to all of the
CARES Act spending.
During their exchange, the Congresswoman stated, “This legal

analysis is so bad that it borders
on bad faith. The opinion claims
— with no evidence — that Congress did not intend for the PRAC
to have oversight authority over
anything in the first half of the
CARES Act — including the PPP,
any of the Fed’s lending facilities,
or the $150 billion in funding for
states and local governments.
(Continued on page 11)

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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Queens Elected Officials, Community Leaders And
Residents Hosted Queens Juneteenth Coalition March
And Rally to Protest Police Brutality
A Queens Juneteenth Coalition compiled of various members from the historically Black
Divine Nine(D9) Organizations
of Queens, NY, Congressman
Gregory Meeks, NYS Senator(s)
Leroy Comrie and James Sanders,
NYS Assemblymember(s) Vivian
Cook, Alicia Hyndman and Clyde
Vanel, and NYC Councilmembers Adrienne Adams, Donovan
Richards, and I. Daneek Miller
and community organizations and
members; will gather at P.S/I.S
270 of Laurelton, NY, on Saturday,
June 27 for a peaceful march to
rally at Roy Wilkins Park.
“There have been many times
in my life, where raising my
voice in advocacy felt true and
on the right side of justice, said
Assemblymember Alicia Hyndman. But to march alongside my
district and the South East Queens
community at large, feels nothing
short of divine order. I am grateful to my community and the
Queens Juneteenth Coalition for

coming together in honor of our
people and giving voices to those
unheard.I look forward to more
good trouble.”
The march and rally is in lieu
of celebrating Juneteenth and remembrance of Black lives taken
at the hands of racism and police
brutality. Recent events across the
nation sparked a response in the
South East Queens community,
and these organizations and communities want their voices heard.
The march start point is 233rd
street and Merrick Blvd, at 2 pm,
and will proceed to Roy Wilkins
Park, where HOT 97’s own Miabelle will host the rally.
“We are excited to be a part
of the Juneteenth Celebration in
Queens. It is imperative that we
march and stand in solidarity, requesting systemic policy reforms
to be put in place and continue
to fight for the advancement of
our youth and the families of our
communities. There is strength
in number and we must use this

strength to continue the fight for
equality in all facets of our economy. As we celebrate Juneteenth,
we must continue the advancement of our people.”-David Tanis
Executive Director of Showing
Hearts Inc.
The rally will conclude with
performances by Queens based
artists, Nyemiah Supreme, TGIFly, and much more. Black business owners from Southeast
Queens, will also be significant
supporters in the celebration by
donating resources, promoting
their businesses, and marching
alongside the community.
“Our goal is to bring members
of the Divine Nine (D9) organizations, friends, and family together
for a march and rally for Black
liberation going beyond police
brutality. Juneteenth is a celebratory moment on the road to black
freedom and this march and rally
is to do just that. This march/rally
also aims to highlight and promote
local black businesses and artists.”

Attorney General James Helps Win Supreme Court Case
Guaranteeing Women’s Access to Abortion Coverage
AG James Led Coalition of States
Fighting to Ensure Women’s
Reproductive Freedoms Were
Not Limited
New York Attorney General
Letitia James helped win a major victory at the U.S. Supreme
Court that will protect the ability
of women across the nation to
maintain access to safe, legal abortions. Attorney General James led
a coalition of 22 attorneys general
in filing an amicus brief in support of the plaintiffs in the case of
June Medical Services v. Gee, in
which a medical provider sought
to overturn a decision from the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit that upheld a Louisiana
law requiring abortion providers
to maintain admitting privileges
at local hospitals. The law at issue
was identical to the Texas law that
the Supreme Court invalidated in
Whole Woman’s Health v. Hellersedt, in 2016. The Supreme
Court today reaffirmed its ruling
in Whole Woman’s Health and
held that the Louisiana law was
unconstitutional, as it infringes on
women’s reproductive freedoms
and the right to access an abortion, enshrined in the landmark
Supreme Court decision of Roe v.
Wade in 1973.
“More than 45 years after
Roe v. Wade etched into law a
woman’s right to access an abortion, states continue to look for
ways to chip away at this consti-

tutional guarantee and place burdensome restrictions on women’s
reproductive freedoms,” said
Attorney General James. “But
today’s Supreme Court decision
once again makes clear that this
right and constitutional guarantee
cannot be infringed upon and no
roundabout law will push us back
to a time of back alley abortions.
Despite all the progress made in
women’s freedoms over the last
five decades, the state of Louisiana
has continued to strive to regulate
women’s bodies and deprive them
of one of their most important
constitutional rights. This law was
simply about controlling women’s
bodies, controlling their choices,
and controlling their freedom,
which is why we fought it every
step of the way.”
In 2014, Louisiana enacted a law
that requires abortion providers to
maintain admitting privileges at
local hospitals. Had the Supreme
Court not struck down this law
today, Louisiana would be left
with, at most, two physicians at
only two clinics across the state
who could provide abortion services, despite the fact that roughly
10,000 women obtain abortions in
Louisiana each year. Louisiana’s
admitting-privileges requirement
was identical to a Texas statute
that was invalidated and found
to be unconstitutional by the Supreme Court in Whole Woman’s
Health v. Hellerstedt. Earlier in the
case, the U.S. District Court for

the Middle District of Louisiana
granted a permanent injunction
against implementation of the
Louisiana law, but, in 2018, the
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth
Circuit reversed that decision. June
Medical Services and two physicians appealed the decision to the
Supreme Court, which granted an
emergency application to stay the
law from taking effect, pending the
outcome of the appeal.
In December, Attorney General
James led a coalition of attorneys
general in filing an amicus brief
in the case because states have
an interest in ensuring the availability of safe, medically sound
abortion services and in protecting
the health and safety of women
seeking abortion services, as well
as defending the long-recognized,
substantive due process right to
choose to terminate a pregnancy
and the undue-burden standard
that governs review of regulations
implicating that right. In the brief,
the attorneys general argued that
Louisiana’s law is an unnecessary and onerous burden that fails
to promote women’s health and
would end up further limiting
the number of abortion providers
available to women in Louisiana.
This case was handled by Assistant Solicitor General Ester
Murdukhayeva, Deputy Solicitor
General Andrea Oser, and Solicitor General Barbara D. Underwood — all of the Division of
Appeals and Opinions.
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Chairwoman Maloney Applauds
Supreme Court Ruling Striking Down
Efforts to Undermine Access to
Reproductive Health Care
Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney, the
Chairwoman of the Committee on
Oversight and Reform, issued the
following statement regarding the
Supreme Court’s ruling in June
Medical Services v. Russo:
“The Supreme Court once again
upheld a woman’s fundamental
right to abortion in the United
States. While I am pleased by the
Court’s decision, I remain deeply
troubled that nearly 50 years after
Roe v. Wade affirmed access to
legal abortion as a constitutional
right, anti-choice officials at every
level of government continue to
target individuals’ reproductive
health and freedom. Last November, I convened a hearing in the
Oversight Committee to examine
how states like Louisiana are
undermining access to comprehensive reproductive health care,
and the ways the Trump Administration has emboldened these

efforts. As these attacks continue,
it is imperative that Congress take
action to safeguard access to abortion care in this country.”
The June Medical case examined Louisiana’s state law
restricting access to comprehensive reproductive health care by
imposing targeted, medically unnecessary regulations on abortion
providers.
In 2016, the Supreme Court
deemed a similar Texas law unconstitutional in Whole Woman’s
Health v. Hellerstedt. Today’s
ruling reaffirmed the right to
abortion in the United States.
On November 14, 2019, the
Committee on Oversight and Reform held a hearing that examined
state efforts to undermine access
to reproductive health care—
like the Louisiana law—and the
Trump Administration’s role in
emboldening these efforts.

Statement from Council Members Barry
S. Grodenchik and Rory I. Lancman on
Wyndham Hotel
Recently, we received an onsite
briefing from representatives of
the mayor’s office regarding the
use of the Wyndham Hotel at 6127 186th Street in Fresh Meadows,
Queens to house individuals who
have been released from correctional facilities. Unfortunately,
though the facility has been open
for about two months, the city
did not provide any notification
of this use to elected officials, the
local community board, or civic
leaders. The failure to inform the
community was a serious mistake.
We are disappointed by the lack of
communication and expressed that
sentiment directly to the mayor’s
office.
Standing with the local community, our position is that the
facility must prevent negative
security incidents both in the
hotel and in the surrounding area,
demonstrate success in placing
residents in permanent housing,
and establish a functioning community dialogue group.
Representatives from city hall
provided the following information.
The Wyndham Hotel is part
of an emergency program established by the mayor whose aim is
to avoid the spread of the coronavirus by reducing homelessness
and reliance on city shelters by
those released from city and state
correctional facilities who do not
have Covid-19 symptoms. Under
the auspices of the city’s office
of emergency management, the
mayor’s office of criminal justice
has entered into a contract to
temporarily house individuals at
the hotel. Just over one hundred
people currently reside there, each
in her or his own room. The hotel’s capacity is about one hundred
forty rooms, so the population will

not exceed that number. The facility is run by a nonprofit organization called Exodus Transitional
Community, which is under city
contract to provide wraparound
services, including case management, job placement, meals, and
assistance finding permanent
housing. Residents stay in the
hotel only temporarily until they
have permanent housing available.
A private security firm has been
hired and is onsite to monitor the
building and its perimeter as well
as the surrounding area.
Normally, those who are
released from city and state correctional facilities return to their
families and communities; those
who lack housing options sometimes enter the city’s shelter
system. The mayor’s office said
that providing temporary housing to these individuals during
the pandemic avoids crowding in
the shelters, where the virus can
spread quickly, and avoids increasing street homelessness. Before the city set up temporary hotel
housing, some people remained in
jail even after their release dates
because they had nowhere safe
to go, so this program also aims,
according to the mayor’s office,
to avoid overcrowding in correctional facilities and help stop the
spread of the coronavirus. The individuals in the Wyndham do not
have coronavirus; those who do
are isolated in other hotels as part
of the city’s pandemic response.
In response to our request,
Exodus agreed to set up a community advisory board, to include
local elected officials, community
board representatives, and civic
and tenant leaders who represent
the adjacent communities. The
board will meet regularly to address any issues that may arise.
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New York State Launches New State Parks Explorer
Mobile App For Visitors
Free New York State Parks Explorer App Connects Visitors
with the Outdoors
This week the New York
State Office of Parks, Recreation
and Historic Preservation (State
Parks) marked the beginning of
the summer season by launching a new mobile app for smart
devices to provide visitors and
prospective visitors useful information about the variety of destinations and activities available
throughout the Empire State’s
parks and historic sites.
The New York State Parks
Explorer App is a free, userfriendly resource for visitors to
plan outdoor adventures while
staying connected to long-time
favorite parks and sites. Users
can learn more about top destinations and discover new must-see
locations with rotating curated
content, and will enjoy quick access to park information, including directions, hours, amenities,
fees and rates, trail maps, helpful
know-before-you-go details, and
the ability to receive important
updates and alerts.
Visitors can also link directly
to online camping reservations
and easily access select State
Parks’ social media channels to
share their experiences. The New
York State Parks Explorer mobile
app is available at no cost for

download for iOS and Android
devices. To download, visit:
https://play.google.com/store/
apps/details?id=gov.ny.its.
nysparks or https://apps.apple.
com/us/app/ny-state-parks-explorer/id1496803341
“This season more than ever,
people are looking to spend time
in the outdoors whether taking
nature breaks, day trips or overnight getaways,” said State Parks
Commissioner Erik Kulleseid,
“and this new Parks Explorer App
is a helpful tool for families on the
go to plan the perfect adventure
with ease. To stay in the know
and make the most of your park
visit, I encourage New Yorkers to
download the app today.”
New York State Executive
Director of Tourism Ross D. Levi
said, “With an unparalleled collection of parks, historic sites and
recreation trails across the state,
exploring New York’s State Parks
system is a perfect complement
to any Empire State vacation.
The new State Parks Explorer
App will offer information and
suggestions that help keep New
York a top travel destination for
residents and visitors alike.”
Interim New York State
Chief Information Officer Jeremy
Goldberg, “The Office of Information Technology Services is
proud to partner with the Office
of Parks, Recreation and Historic

Preservation to share technology
that makes it easier for residents
to visit parks across New York
State. The Parks Explorer App
allows residents to plan new
outdoor adventures prior to visiting parks and demonstrates how
NYS is harnessing the power of
technology to bring New Yorkers
closer to nature.”
For the first time, this season
also marks the introduction of
user-friendly credit-card acceptance at collection points including pay stations, park offices
and staffed lanes, so visitors are
encouraged to take advantage of
this cashless alternative. Before
heading to a state park or historic
site, visitors are also reminded
to practice social distancing,
bring and wear a face covering,
respect the rules, and do their
part to keep the parks, beaches
and campgrounds open and safe
for everyone.
The New York State Office
of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation oversees more
than 250 parks, historic sites,
recreation trails, golf courses,
boat launches and more, which
are visited by 77 million people
annually. For more information
on any of these recreation areas,
call 518-474-0456 or visit www.
parks.ny.gov, connect with us on
Facebook, or follow on Instagram
and Twitter.

Rep. Maloney Speaks in Favor, Votes to Pass the Emergency
Housing Protections and Relief Act
Before voting to pass H.R.
7301, the Emergency Housing
Protections and Relief Act, Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney,
senior member of the House Financial Services Committee, spoke on
the House floor in strong support
of bill.
Below are the Congresswoman’s
remarks as prepared for delivery:
“Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
support of H.R. 7301, the Emergency Housing Protections and
Relief Act.
“Through no fault of their
own, New Yorkers and Americans
across this country are struggling
to pay their rent or make mortgage
payments. Even worse, people
experiencing homelessness and
survivors of domestic violence
have seen their limited options for
safety and shelter dwindle due to
the pandemic’s impact on social
services.
“The bill is a bold – and necessary – step toward providing

economic and housing relief for
millions of Americans. It expands
the eviction moratorium to protect
all renters and the foreclosure
moratorium to protect all homeowners, it creates a $100 billion
emergency rental assistance fund,
and provides nearly $13 billion targeted money for homeless grants
and Housing Choice Vouchers for
people experiencing homelessness and survivors of domestic
violence. “Nobody should lose
sleep worrying about how they
will keep a roof over their head
while they are suffering through
a pandemic. I urge my colleagues
on both sides of the aisle to support
this necessary and important bill,
and I yield back.”
Background
•
In March, Rep. Maloney
successfully won a moratorium
on foreclosure and eviction proceedings for more than 70% of
homeowners who have mortgages
backed by the federal government

or by Fannie Mae and Freddie
Mac.
• Rep. Maloney is a cosponsor
of The Rent and Mortgage Cancellation Act of 2020 which would
suspend rent payments during the
COVID-19 crisis.
• The Congresswoman is also
supportive of Rep. Nydia Velázquez’s Ensuring Affordable
Housing Security During the
Coronavirus Emergency Act to
suspend rent payments for everyone living in Section 8 and
NYCHA housing.
• At the local level, the Congresswoman has advocated and voiced
her strong support of Senate Bill
S8125A to suspend commercial
and residential rent payments for
New Yorkers financially impacted
by COVID-19. The Congresswoman is also supportive of Senate
Bill S8140A and Assembly Bill
A10248 to establish a COVID-19
emergency rental assistance program.
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Senator James Sanders Jr. Leads in
Protecting Southeast Queens
Community From COVID-19 . . .
(Continued from page 7)
protected during this challenging
time.”
Ambassador Huang Ping even
extended a personal invitation to
the students and faculty of PS 354
to take a trip to China in the future.
“When we get over this pandemic,
I welcome you to China to see China’s 5,000 years of culture,” he said.
“I believe you will find the Chinese
people are just like the people of
America. We are all very, very
good people. We can establish a
very good friendship. We can work
together. We can play together, and
we can build together.”
Senator Sanders, who was in
Albany for an emergency legislative session on the budget, also attended the event virtually via Zoom
and agreed that unity between the
nations is important. He added that
Ambassador Huang Ping and the
consulate have been a friend to the

Southeast Queens community for
a long time.
“I would like to thank China’s
Consulate General and Ambassador Huang Ping for their generous
mask donation, which will give
many here in the community peace
of mind that they will have some
protection in the fall as students
may return to school and the coronavirus will likely continue to be a
pervasive issue,” Sanders said. “It is
my belief that we have to take what
we have learned from these past
few months and use that knowledge to prepare for what will be a
tough road ahead. I will continue
my proactive efforts to ensure that
everyone in my district who can be
protected from coronavirus, will be
protected.”
Sanders’ Chief of Staff, Marvin
Holland, and Constituent Liaison,
Kristen Holness transported the
masks to the school on Senator
Sanders’ behalf.

MTA Announces Innovative Barriers to
be Installed on Local and Express Buses
to Further Enhance Operator Safety
(Continued from page 7)
for Buses of MTA New York City
Transit and President of the MTA
Bus Company. “Together with
our union partners, we continue
to do everything we can to keep
employees and customers safe
during the pandemic.”
Starting this week, the MTA
is installing a full-length vinyl
sliding curtain on 1,000 express
buses to isolate the bus operator
when passengers board. Upon
boarding, the operator will slide it
forward and then push it back once
they are ready to proceed driving
forward. Express bus customers
will continue to board through the
front door, but will not be permitted to sit in the first row of the bus
to ensure a safe distance is kept
from the bus operator.
Additionally, on certain local
buses, a full-length polycarbonate
slider is being installed by the operator’s compartment. The MTA is
installing a second prototype on
other local buses – a full-length
vinyl curtain – which the bus
operator can slide back and forth
when passengers board.
The Department of Buses
Engineering Department worked
with manufacturers to develop
these specific and immediate solutions to protect heroic frontline
employees.

Rear door boarding was implemented March 23 on local buses
to protect all frontline employees
from the spread of COVID-19.
The new barriers will protect bus
operators as front door boarding
resumes. As these barriers are
installed, the vinyl protective curtain separating the front of the bus
will come down, allowing added
capacity buses and more room to
ensure passengers are able to socially distance from one another.
Bus ridership surpassed 1 million for the first time since the
pandemic started on Friday, June
19 with ridership of 1,035,200.
Bus ridership on Monday, June 29
was 1,083,976. The MTA’s average
weekday bus ridership in 2019 was
2.2 million. For daily ridership
numbers click here.
During New York City’s Phase
2, bus service levels are operating
at regular weekday/closed school
service levels in all boroughs.
Across all agencies, the MTA
has distributed 3.8 million masks,
6 million pairs of gloves, 37,000
gallons of hand sanitizer, 122,000
small hand sanitizer bottles, 3.5
million individual sanitizing
cleaning wipes, 125,000 gallons
of cleaning solution and 9,000
face shields.
A face covering is required for
all employees and customers while
riding on public transit.

Message from Queens County District Attorney Melinda Katz on Immigration Specialist
June being Immigration Heritage Month, I thought it prudent to
inform you of an important recent
addition to my office: Immigration
Specialist, Assistant District Attorney Richard J. LaRosa.
Immigration issues bring unique
challenges to the criminal justice
system. ADA LaRosa has a key
role in assisting every Bureau in my
office in handling such cases while
protecting the rights of immigrants
with businesses before the court.
He is part of the Appeals and Special Litigation Division and serves

as a vital resource to all Assistant
District Attorneys in my office on
matters dealing with immigration.
A St. John’s Law grad, ADA
LaRosa started out in the private
sector, soon specializing in immigration matters, representing clients
before the U.S. Citizen and Immigration Services and the Executive
Office for Immigration Removal. In
2108, he joined the Kings County
District Attorney’s Office, where
he served as Immigration Counsel
and Senior ADA prior to joining my
team. You may reach his office by

dialing 718-286-5931.
In addition, I would like to highlight the recent advances related to
immigration protections:
• On June 10th, a federal judge
ruled to immediately end the Trump
Administration’s policy that previously allowed U.S. Immigration
and Customs Enforcement (ICE)
agents to interfere with New York
State case proceedings. This means
that ICE agents can no longer make
arrests in and around State court
houses.
• Attorney General Letitia James

and Brooklyn District Attorney
Eric Gonzalez spear-headed this
lawsuit and you can read more about
this win on the Attorney General’s
website.
•
On June 28th, the Supreme
Court ruled against the Trump
Administration’s efforts to end the
Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals (DACA) program, which
provides legal protections to young
immigrants of this country - known
as Dreamers.
And in case you missed it, I recently hosted a Virtual Town Hall

on Immigration Worker Resources
during COVID-19 along with Department of Consumer and Worker
Protection and Catholic Migration
Services. You can still watch the
webinar in full by clicking here and
access important documents related
to worker rights and protections on
my website.
Please do not hesitate to reach out
to my office for any legal assistance,
no matter your current immigration
status.
Stay safe.
Melinda Katz
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of PALBAR
LLC. Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State of
New York (SSNY) on 01/13/2020.
Office located in Queens
County. SSNY is designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
to the LLC at 40-45 75th Street,
FL 2, Elmhurst, NY 11373.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020

Notice of Formation of QUEENS
JS REALTY LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/21/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to 41-60 Main Street, Suite
312, Flushing, NY 11355-3833.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of formation of Cody
James Smith LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 5/14/20. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY is designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC 278 RTE 37
New Fairfield, CT 06812 .
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of ASTORIA
PARKING MANAGEMENT
LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/18/20. Office in Queens
Count y. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to the LLC, 34-22
35TH ST ASTORIA, NY, 11106.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020

Notice of Formation of BREEGIFT
BASKETBUSINESS LLC Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 05/27/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to
126-10 Farmers Blvd., 2nd
Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Qualification of
GLOBAL 69TH AVENUE LLC
Appl. for Auth. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 05/11/20.
Office location: Queens County.
LLC formed in Delaware (DE)
on 05/05/20. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to c/o Corporation
Service Co., 80 State St.,
Albany, NY 12207-2543. DE
addr. of LLC: 251 Little Falls Dr.,
Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert.
of Form. filed with DE Secy. of
State, Div. of Corps., John G.
Townsend Bldg., 401 Federal
St.-Ste. 4, Dover, DE 19901.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020

Notice of formation of Limited
Liability Company (“LLC”).
Name: Clearspace Services
LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of
State of the State of New
York (“SSNY”) on June 10,
2020. N.Y. office location:
Queens County. The SSNY
has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. The
SSNY shall mail a copy of
any process to Clearspace
Services LLC, 146-12 20th
Ave., Apt. 1, Whitestone,
New York 11357. Purpose/
character of LLC is to engage
in any lawful act or activity.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

Notice of Qualification of
LBA OR Core-Company IV,
LLC. Authority filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/14/20. Office location:
Queens County. LLC formed
in Delaware (DE) on 05/07/20.
SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: LBA OR Core-Company
I V, LLC, c /o LBA Realt y
LLC, 3347 Michelson Dr.,
Ste. 200, Irvine, CA 92612.
Address to be maintained
in DE: National Registered
Agents, Inc., 1209 Orange
St., Wilmington, DE 19801.
Arts of Org. filed with Jeffrey
W. Bullock, Of fice of the
Secretary, 401 Federal St.,
Dover, DE 19901. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
LOYALTY BREEDS ROYALTY
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/19/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 218-71 99th Avenue,
Queens Village, NY 11429.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020
Notice of formation of THE
GLOW UP TEAM, LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on March 9, 2020.
Of fice located in Queens
County. SSNY is designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 4441
Purves, Street, #616, Long
Island City, New York 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020
BLACKVILLE BORN LLC Art.
Of Org. Filed Sec. of State of NY
3/2/20. Off. Loc. : Queens Co.
United States Corporation Agents,
Inc. designated as agent upon
whom process may be served &
shall mail proc.: 7014 13th Avenue,
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

BEN IN MOTION LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 3/27/2020. Office: Queens
C o u n t y. U n i t e d S t a t e s
Corporation Agents, Inc.
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
copy of process to the LLC at 3611
31st Ave, #2A, Astoria, NY 11106.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020
LIVE BY LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 02/03/2020.
Office loc: Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 6930 62nd St. Apt
3D, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020
FAITHFUL ARTISTRY, LLC,
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 05/11/2020. Office
loc: Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent upon
whom process against the LLC
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: The LLC, 10407
27th Ave., East Elmhurst , NY
11369. Reg Agent: U.S. Corp.
Agents, Inc. 7014 13th Ave.,
Ste 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020
Notice of Formation of Limited
Liability Company (LLC) Name:
VRJ GROUP LLC Articles
of Organization filed by the
Department of State of New York
on: 02/24/2020 Office location:
County of Queens Purpose:
Any and all lawful activities
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) is designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process
to: The LLC 51-15 Junction
Blvd., Elmhurst, NY 11373.
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020
4865 37TH Street LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) 4/3/2020. Cty: Queens.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against may be
served & shall mail process to
46 Juneau Blvd., Woodbury,
NY 11797. General Purpose.
5/28,6/4,11,18,25&7/2/2020

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION
OF LIMITED LIABILIT Y
C O M PA N Y. N A M E: 9 -2 0
MAIN REALTY, LLC. Articles
of Organization were filed with
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 03/19/20, office
location Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of the process
to the LLC, 29-10 14th Street,
Astoria, NY, 11102. Purpose:
For any law f ul pur p ose.
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020
NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION
O F LI M I T E D LI A B I LI T Y
COMPANY. NAME: 29 -10
14TH REALTY, LLC. Articles
of Organization were filed with
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 03/19/20, office
location Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail a copy of the process
to the LLC, 29-10 14th Street,
Astoria, NY, 11102. Purpose:
For any law f ul pur pose.
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020
W. C . C O N S U LT I N G
ENTERPRISES LLC, Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 05/05/2020. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: Sharon J
Baquedo-Phinn, 107-12 Guy R
Brewer Blvd, Ste 10C, Jamaica,
NY 11433. Reg Agent: Sharon
J B a q u e d o - P h i n n , 10 712 Guy R Brewer Blvd, Ste
10C, Jamaica, NY 11433.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
Notice of Formation of DANIELA
JIMENEZ PHOTOGRAPHY
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/16/2020. O f f ic e
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to 61-15 97th Street, Apt#
15H, Rego Park, NY 11374.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
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Notice of Formation of
BOOKKEEPING BY
CAMERON, LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 06/11/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
18-24 Palmetto Street, Apt.
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
Foxcommerce LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 5/12/20. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 6820 62nd St,
Apt 2, Glendale, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
Shiv’s Apothecary LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 5/1/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Ashiviah Fleming,
3707 147th St., Apt.2F, Flushing,
NY 11354. General Purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
N YC M E N TA L H E A LT H
COUNSELING PLLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 06/09/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 23-01
33rd Street, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
37-17 MANAGEMENT LLC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 6/18/20.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
desig. agent of LLC whom
proc ess may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to
37-17 Bowne St., Flushing,
NY 11354, which is also the
principal business location.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
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Maloney Pushes Sec. Mnuchin
to Commit to CARES Act
Transparency and Oversight
(Continued from page 8)
Secretary Mnuchin, this
interpretation is wrong. It’s
just plain wrong.”
The Congresswoman,
in partnership with Senator
Gary Peters, proposed the
legislative language that
established the PRAC and
was heavily involved in
negotiating that provision of
the CARES Act.
She continued, “I’m
telling you that Congress’s

intent was for the PRAC to
oversee all of the spending in
the CARES Act. Not just one
half of the CARES Act — all
of it. That was our intent, and
that’s what the bill said —
explicitly.”
In continuing the Trump
Administration’s consistent
stonewalling of oversight
efforts, Secretary Mnuchin
refused to commit to interpreting the PRAC’s oversight authority to include all
of the CARES Act spending.

BP Lee on Budget Cuts to Senior
Services
(Continued from page 3)
of all five boroughs — a
sharp, historical disparity
only worsened by this tobe-adopted budget. Pledging
to redirect funding into our
communities, only to cut
millions of dollars from precious senior services and to
slash the borough presidents’
discretionary funds for seniors in wholesale form, is
disingenuous at best. On the
backs of our elders is more
than our fair share of pain.”

In her May 6 response to
the Mayor’s FY2021 Executive Budget, while acknowledging budgetary burdens
caused by the COVID-19
pandemic would have to
understandably be shared,
Borough President Lee emphatically urged the City to
address many of the deep
disparities Queens has faced
well before the pandemic
and to finally provide some
long overdue parity and a
fairer share for the Borough
of Families.

Biden Says We Should ‘Protect’
Columbus, Washington and
Jefferson Statues
(Continued from page 2)
Columbus. Local officials
across the country have acquiesced too many of those
requests. Numerous statues
of Columbus, Washington
and Jefferson have been
toppled or vandalized by
vandals, as well.
Biden also weighed in
on Princeton University’s
decision to remove former President Woodrow
Wilson’s name from the
Woodrow Wilson School
of Public and International
Affairs and Wilson College,

saying, “any institution that
chose a name and wants
to now jettison that name,
that’s a decision for them
to make.”
“I’m assuming the Board
of Trustees made the judgment about the Woodrow
Wilson School...It was
made within the context of
an institution that chose that
name and now no longer
wants to be associated with
that name,” Biden said.
Princeton said it changed
the name due to the former
president’s “racist thinking
and policies.”
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Mamma Duck and Her Brood

Pictured above at Bowne Park in Flushing is Mamma Duck
and her brood, Can you believe 16 in number. We wonder if
this is a Guiness Book of Records? Photo by Walter Karling

Queens Retail Post Offices Enjoy
July 4 Holiday Off
Select Packages Still Delivered

In observance of Independence
Day, retail Post Offices will be
closed Saturday, July 4. In addition,
there will be limited administrative
functions on Friday, July 3.
• Friday, July 3:
• Normal (Friday) service levels
will be provided in delivery and
collection operations
• Retail windows will be open
during regular hours of operation
• Postal administrative functions
may be closed or limited
• Saturday, July 4:
• There will be no regular delivery service, except for Holiday
Premium Priority Mail Express
• Window service (including shipping supplies and services, stamps
and money orders and passport application acceptance) will be closed
• Customers with Post Offices
Boxes inside of a retail Post Office
lobby may wish to plan ahead or
check with their local manager on
accessibility
• Monday, July 6:
•
Return to normal delivery
service
• Retail windows open regular
hours
The Postal Service continues to
work to stamp out dog bites. We ask

customers to be mindful of dogs
during the holiday weekend and
keep a clear path to the mailbox.
In addition, please note:
• For 24/7 access to most postal
products and services, go to www.
usps.com where you can look up
a ZIP Code, track a package, buy
stamps, hold mail, print postage
online, submit a change of address,
schedule a package pickup and find
Post Office locations including
self-service kiosks.
•
Customers can also renew
passports or sign up for our latest
innovation, Informed Delivery, at
www.usps.com. Informed Delivery lets residential consumers see
what is arriving in their mailboxes
by sending them digital previews
of their incoming envelopes and
postcards. These images can be
viewed via email notifications
or accessed through an online
dashboard at informeddelivery.
usps.com— perfect for travelers to
check for important letters that are
arriving over the holiday weekend.
The Postal Service receives no
tax dollars for operating expenses,
and relies on the sale of postage,
products and services to fund its
operations.
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