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One Week to Go! Your Tax Filing
Questions Answered
Tax Department answers most popular
questions ahead of July 15 tax filing deadline

25 CENTS

CM Vallone Announced Bayside’s Bell
Boulevard Expanded Outdoor Dining

The New York State Department of Taxation and Finance
answered the most popular questions it’s received online and
at its call center. Personal income tax returns are due no later
than 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, July 15.
“It’s crunch time for tax filings, with the deadline one
week away,” said New York State Commissioner of Taxation
and Finance Michael Schmidt. “To help taxpayers submit an
on-time and accurate return, we’ve compiled the most popular
questions and answered them all in one place.”
Q: Where can I file my tax return?
A: Each year, millions of New Yorkers qualify to file their
personal income tax returns for free through the Tax Department’s website. Taxpayers who earned $69,000 or less in 2019
are eligible to electronically prepare and e-file both their
federal and New York State income tax returns by using Free
File software.
More than 214,000 taxpayers have already filed their returns
(Continued on page 3)

CM Vallone Announces $20 Million
in Funding Improvements
For North East Queens

Council Member Paul A. Vallone
and the Bayside Village BID are
happy to announce that Bell Boulevard has been selected as one of the
first business corridors to participate
in the new citywide “Open Streets:

Restaurants” program, which combines the Open Streets and Open
Restaurants initiatives. The new
program allows expanded seating
options for restaurants on select corridors throughout the five boroughs

on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays
by collaborating with a local partner
(in this case the Bayside BID) to
facilitate street closures.
(Continued on page 2)

Columbus Relative Speaks Out

On June 30, the New York City
Council passed the City budget
for the upcoming fiscal year, and
Council Member Paul A. Vallone
is proud to announce that, in one
of the most challenging budget
years in recent memory due to the
ongoing impact of COVID-19, he
was able to fight for and secure
$20 million for improvements
throughout Northeast Queens.
Council Member Vallone proudly
secured nearly $5 million for upgrades at local schools and over
$10 million for improvements
to parks in his Council District.
In seven years of fiscal budgets,
Vallone has now secured well
over $120 million in funding for
Northeast Queens.

Vallone is proud to announce
that every school within the district will receive a minimum of
$50,000 to fund important technology upgrades. Council Member Vallone’s budget also provides
significant improvements to our
parks, with $5 million and $3.4
million allocated to complete
waterfront, esplanade and seawall
repairs at MacNeil Park and pathway renovations at Joe Michael’s
Mile (North), respectively. Scope
meetings for these long awaited
projects will be held with the Parks
Department and local community
leaders later this year.
“I am thrilled to share the news
(Continued on page 2)

Christopher Columbus XX: Hey America, my ancestor didn’t cause your failings.
We’re quick to rewrite history and accuse Christopher Columbus of decimating
Native Americans when the truth is so much more complex. See story on page 3.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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CM Vallone Announced Bayside’s Bell Boulevard
Expanded Outdoor Dining
(Continued from page 1)
The Bayside Village BID
will be managing two connected
streets in Bayside as part of the
program: Bell Boulevard, between 39th and 41st Avenues; and
41st Ave, between Bell Boulevard
and 214th Place. These streets will
be fully closed for restaurant use
on Friday evenings, 5 to 11 p.m.
on Saturdays, and noon to 10 pm.
on Sundays.
Bell Boulevard will kick off the
program this Saturday, July 4th,
and expanded seating will last
until Labor Day (Monday, Sept.
7). An emergency clear lane will
be maintained down the middle of
the street to make sure that these
streets remain safe and passable
for emergency vehicles.
“I’m thrilled to share the news
that Bayside’s Bell Boulevard was
selected to participate in the Open
Streets: Restaurants initiative,
which gives restaurant owners the
power to expand their operations
on the weekends and offer more
diners food service in the open air,
giving New Yorkers a safe way to
enjoy a meal out while supporting

their favorite local eateries,” said
Council Member Paul Vallone,
who also chairs the Committee on
Economic Development. “I thank
the Bayside BID for their partnership and welcome this economic
boon for our local restaurants,
whose success will be a critical
part of a strong economic recovery for New York City!”
“The opening up of Bell Boulevard for expanded outdoor dining
is great news for both restaurants
and customers,” said Assemblyman Edward C. Braunstein. “After months of isolation, many New
Yorkers want to get out of their
homes and enjoy a meal. This will
allow for expanded seating capacity and help businesses begin to
recover from the shutdown. I want
to thank Council Member Vallone, Christine Silletti, Executive
Director of the Bayside Village
BID, and Mayor de Blasio for
making this possible.”
“Between our customers and
our restaurant owners, it’s hard to
tell who’s happier!” said Christine
Silletti, executive director of the
Bayside Village BID. “It was important to support all of our small

businesses, so we discussed the
options as a community, as well as
block by block, in order to come
up with a plan. Council Member
Vallone and his staff, Community
Board 11, and the 111th Precinct
have been super supportive of our
small businesses and their need
to get back to work (and fun) in
a safe way.”
“The Bayside Improvement
District was happy that the city
allowed us to do our outdoor
dining. We are now extremely
excited that we now can expand
our outside dining by closing
the streets on weekends,” said
Dominick Bruccoleri, Bayside
Village BID Chairman and owner
of Papazzio Restaurant. “The response from our community and
our existing patrons has been not
only overwhelmingly positive, but
has also given Bell Boulevard a
new face, look, and is the place
to be. I would like to thank City
Councilman Paul Vallone and his
staff along with DOT for working
so quickly and diligently together
in developing vehicles that are
helping us begin our reopening
efforts.”

CM Vallone Announces $20 Million in Funding
Improvements For North East Queens
(Continued from page 1)
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that these two Parks projects,
long awaited and wished for,
will soon see completion!” said
Council Member Vallone. “These
record financial victories for our
Northeast Queens community
are promises kept and will have
positive impacts that will carry
into future generations. I thank
Speaker Corey Johnson for his
partnership in seeing these capital
improvements become a reality.”
A total of $1.6 million in funding was also allocated in partnership with City Council Speaker
Corey Johnson for ecological
restorations at College Point’s
Powells Cove. This is one of 11
projects on this year’s Participatory Budgeting ballot that the
Council Member fought to fund
in this year’s budget, despite the
citywide cancellation of this year’s
voting cycle due to COVID-19.
“Supporting the safety and well
being of our Northeast Queens
families, principals, teachers,
and students will always be a top
priority, and this year’s budget
once again ref lects just that,
with millions in funding secured
to make improvements to our
schools, parks, and libraries that
will be enjoyed for years to come,”
said Council Member Vallone.
“I was also happy to honor the
hard, grassroots work of our Participatory Budgeting delegates
by securing funding for 11 total
projects proposed and submitted
directly by the Northeast Queens
community.”
“Powells Cove Park is a potentially beautiful natural area
that‘s suffered from inadequate
maintenance and upkeep since its
creation, even as usage increases
dramatically,” said Kathryn Cervino, President of the Coastal
Preservation Network. “The people of College Point deserve better

and we are grateful to Council
Member Vallone for securing
these funds. We look forward to
partnering on plans to improve
flood-prone and worn out trails,
thin the hazardous overgrowth,
beautify entryways and add trash
cans to ease the rampant littering. This park is truly a gem in
the rough.”
Additional participatory budgeting projects funded in this
year’s budget include a $674,00
classroom renovation at JHS 194,
accomplished in partnership with
Borough President Sharon Lee,
and a $500,000 year-round Reading Garden at Auburndale Library in partnership with Speaker
Johnson.
“The updates to the two rooms
in our school is an exciting thing
for our school, as it will provide
additional updated classroom
space for our students,” said Jennifer Miller, Principal of JHS
194. “Thank you to everyone who
helped to develop and support
this project, including Mr. Koe,
our SLT and PTA, and Council
Member Vallone.”
“Council Member Vallone’s
$500,000 investment in the reading garden at our Auburndale
branch demonstrates his commitment to reinforcing this library’s
role as a vibrant neighborhood
resource,” said Queens Public Library President and CEO Dennis
M. Walcott. “We are deeply grateful for his support of our mission
to transform lives and build strong
communities through advancing
lifelong learning opportunities.”
The other participatory budgeting projects funded in the budget
are a $1 million playground renovation at PS 184; $350,000 Auditorium A/V Upgrade at PS 169/Bell
Academy; $350,000 towards land
acquisition at Udalls Cove Park;
$300,000 Gymnasium Upgrade at
JHS 185; Technology Upgrades at

MS 67, 379 and PS 376 ($200,000,
$130,000 and $100,000, respectively); and $250,000 for NYPD
Security Cameras.
Additional capital investments
include a $820,00 funding allocation with Speaker Johnson
to St. Mary’s Healthcare System
for Children, New York’s largest provider of long-term care to
children with medically complex
conditions and New York City’s
only post-acute care facility for
children. The funding will be used
to add 10 additional beds to the 4th
floor of their facility in Bayside.
“Council Member Paul Vallone
is a true champion for New York’s
most critically ill and injured children and their families,” said Dr.
Eddie Simpser, CEO of St. Mary’s.
“We are incredibly grateful for
his long standing support of St.
Mary’s Healthcare System for
Children and our work as the city’s
only free standing post acute care
facility for children with medically complex conditions.”
Vallone was also proud to advocate for and secure $5.1M in funding for the Support Our Seniors
initiative, which he established in
2015 and provides each Council
Member equal funding to support local senior services at their
discretion. In addition, funding
remained at historic levels for the
CUNY Merit-Based Scholarship,
the “Peter F. Vallone Academic
Scholarship,” which was funded
at $16 million, providing scholarships to tens of thousands of
NYC students attending a CUNY
school who maintain a B average.
Finally, Vallone secured over
$1 million to directly support nonprofits in his district, such as the
Bayside Village BID, Commonpoint Queens, the Alley Pond Environmental Center, Douglaston
LDC, Poppenhusen Institute,
and HANAC Angelo Petromelis
Senior Center.

THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2020

THE QUEENS TIMES

Meng Legislation to Require Covers on Trains
Including Those Negatively Impacting Communities in
Queens – Passed by House as Part of Key Transportation
And Infrastructure Bill

The House of Representatives
passed the Moving Forward Act
(H.R. 2), a key transportation and
infrastructure bill that includes
legislation sponsored by U.S.
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens)
which would require covers on
all rail cars that transport materials, such as those hauling waste

and construction debris through
neighborhoods in Queens.
“For too long, our borough
has been negatively impacted by
freight trains that pass through
local neighborhoods filled with
trash and debris,” said Meng.
“Residents in these communities,
which include several areas in
my congressional district, have
complained about the smell of
garbage, and expressed concern
about materials f lying out of
traveling rail cars and trash-filled
trains sitting idle on the tracks.
Subjecting local residents to these
conditions is unacceptable. Action
is needed to combat the effects of
these problems. Placing covers
on train cars – so that waste is
completely containerized – would
provide affected constituents with

the relief they need and deserve.”
Under Meng’s measure, the U.S.
Secretary of Transportation would
be directed to propose regulations
that require materials transported
by rail to be completely covered
while in transit, including while
being held, delayed or transferred.
The freight trains that travel
through communities in Meng’s
district transport waste and debris
on tracks in Glendale, Maspeth,
Middle Village and Ridgewood.
The Moving Forward Act would
spend $1.5 trillion over five years
to build and maintain infrastructure, and related initiatives. It
would also create millions of jobs,
help combat the climate crisis, and
address disparities throughout the
nation. The bill passed by a vote
of 233 to 188.

Pelosi, Jeffries and Meng Joint Statement on Passage of
House Democratic Caucus Diversity Rule
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, Democratic Caucus Chairman Hakeem
Jeffries and Chair of the Committee on Caucus Procedures Grace
Meng released the following statement after the House Democratic
Caucus voted to include a Diversity Rule in the Caucus rules that
encourages Members to prioritize
diversity and inclusion in hiring
practices.
“House Democrats take great
pride in the beautiful diversity of
our Caucus, which is more than
60 percent women, people of

color and LGBTQ,” said Speaker
Pelosi, Chairman Jeffries and
Chairwoman Meng. “One of our
Caucus’s top priorities has long
been to promote diversity at every
level of Congress, so that these
halls better reflect the dynamism
and vibrancy of the American
people whom we are privileged to
represent. This Diversity Rule is
another key step toward ensuring
that our Congressional community will be more inclusive, diverse,
open and representative of the full
range of voices and values of our

communities.”
On opening day of the House
Democratic Majority, Democrats
voted to establish as part of the
Rules Package a permanent House
Diversity Initiative, which among
other steps, created a new House
Office of Diversity and Inclusion.
That office has worked over the
past year on several diversity
initiatives including the Diversity
Rule, which encourages Members
of the Caucus to prioritize diversity and inclusion in its hiring
practices.

Suozzi Announces Long-Overdue Award of Contract For
Demolition of Buildings at Northport VA
Improving the physical plant of
the Northport facilities is a huge
victory for our veterans and one
of Suozzi’s top priorities
On Friday, Congressman Tom
Suozzi (D – Long Island, Queens)
announced that the Army Corps of
Engineers has awarded a contract
for the long-overdue demolition
of Buildings 1 and 2 at the Northport VA Medical Center. The
demolition of these two decaying buildings, which are the first
structures one sees upon entering
the Northport campus, will yield
much-needed parking for the facility which cares for more than
30,000 veterans a year.

“This is a huge victory for the
Northport VA and our veterans and
something that I have been prioritizing since I came to Congress in
2017. When you pull into the Northport VA, the first things you see are
these two decaying and decrepit
buildings. The buildings, which
are surrounded by hazard fencing because of the risk of falling
debris, will provide much-needed
parking spaces for patients and
staff at the VA, said Suozzi. “Additionally, these eyesores send the
wrong message about how we, as a
country, care for our veterans. The
Northport VA has gone through
several leadership changes over the
past few years. I am encouraged

that under the skilled leadership of
Dr. Antonio Sanchez, the demolition of these buildings will signal
a new beginning for the Northport
VA and our veterans.”
The Army Corps of Engineers
has awarded the $6.984 million
demolition contract to Weber
Enterprise, LLC of Latham, New
York. A demolition date has yet
to be set as Weber Enterprise will
need to line up assurances and
subcontractors to safely remove
lead and asbestos that are within
the nearly 100-year old buildings.
Once a timeline has been set, the
Army Corps of Engineers will
provide an update for Congressman Suozzi.

Columbus Relative Speaks Out
(Continued from page 1)
As the descendant of both
Christopher Columbus and Montezuma II, the Aztec emperor, it
is only natural that I would be
interested in the debate over Columbus’ legacy in America.
History has some truly evil
people. Columbus is certainly not
one of them. Most often, history
is not made up of perfect people
and evil ones, but of complex
people who must be understood
in context.
What is happening at the
hands of Columbus’ detractors
is political, not historical. As his
direct descendant and namesake,

I should know.
Two cultures meeting for the
first time in 1492 was no easy
thing, but blaming Columbus for
everything that went wrong hides
the truth about him and about
those who followed him. It also
obscures the great things that the
countries of the American hemisphere have accomplished.
What is lacking in the antiColumbus narrative is any sense
of history or of nuance.
Columbus did something incredible reaching the Bahamas
on board three small ships. The
fleet’s caravels were not warships
but explorer vessels. He brought
together two continents that didn’t

know of one another’s existence.
For the first time in history, the
world acquired a truly global
perspective.
We usually forget that people
in the Middle Ages were deeply
religious, much more than we
are. This was certainly true of
Columbus. Faith was his primary
motivation.
Those who now question Columbus conveniently ignore the
fact that slavery, cannibalism,
warfare and even human sacrifice
all existed in the Americas before
he even sailed.
Even so, some today blame
(Continued on page 9)
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Meng Helps to Restore Mail
Collection Box in Woodhaven
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens)
has announced that she convinced
the United States Postal Service
to swiftly restore a mail collection
box that the agency removed from
the corner of 98th Street and the
northbound service road of Woodhaven Boulevard in Woodhaven,
Queens.
After residents of the area complained that the collection box was
suddenly removed from the corner
last month, Meng contacted the
Postal Service and learned it had
been taken away for repairs. Those
who live nearby objected to the removal since it forced them to walk
several blocks to the nearest collection box. In addition, many seniors

residing in the area were unable to
walk the additional distance.
Meng urged Postal officials to
quickly replace the collection box,
and within days, the fixed box was
reinstalled at the site.
“This collection box serves an
important need for local residents,
and I’m pleased that those who
use it can continue to do so,” said
Meng. “Making my constituents
travel further to send out their
mail was a major inconvenience
for them, and physically difficult,
if not impossible, for many seniors.
I thank the Postal Service for being responsive to the problem, and
quickly returning the repaired collection box to the corner.”

One Week to Go! Your Tax Filing
Questions Answered
(Continued from page 1)
through the Free File program
this year, saving these taxpayers
an estimated $43.9 million in tax
preparation fees.
To ensure you’re not charged
a fee, you must go to the Tax Department’s website to complete
your return. Simply select the Free
File your income tax return link
on the Tax Department’s website
to review the Free File options.
You’ll save preparation fees, avoid
costly errors, and ensure that you
receive any refund you’re owed in
the most efficient way possible.
The Tax Department has produced a series of video tutorials
to assist New Yorkers with the
tax return filing process. Topics
range from gathering the necessary documents to choosing the
right software. You can view the
videos at our Get ready to e-file
your income tax return webpage.
Q: How can I receive my refund
faster?
A: Filing your return electronically is safer and more efficient than sending paper returns
through the mail. About 95% of
all personal income tax returns in
New York State are electronically
prepared and filed. All returns,
regardless of how they’re filed, undergo the same systematic review.
You’ll also receive your refund
faster if it’s directly deposited into
your bank account rather than
mailed as a paper check.
To use direct deposit, simply
check direct deposit on your tax
return, then enter your bank’s
nine-digit routing number and
your account number. For checking accounts, this information is
available on your checks; for savings accounts, contact your bank.
Q: Where can I check my refund
status?
A: Taxpayers can quickly view
the status of their New York State
tax refund anytime by using the
Check your Refund tool on the
Tax Department website: www.
tax.ny.gov. Updated daily, it’s the
fastest and most convenient way to

know when to expect your refund.
It provides the same information
available to our phone representatives—only without the wait!
You can also find out when
your refund will be issued by signing up for Tax Department email
alerts. Visit the Tax Department
homepage at www.tax.ny.gov and
select subscribe at the bottom of
the page.
Q: How can I make a payment
if I owe taxes?
A: The Tax Department has a
variety of payment options if you
owe unpaid taxes, including an
Installment Payment Agreement
and the online Quick Pay application that allows you to pay a bill or
tax debt directly from your bank
account. Also, don’t delay filing
your return if you cannot pay your
tax balance in full. Late filers face
penalties that are separate from
penalties for paying late.
Q: How can I request more time
to file my return?
A: You can obtain an automatic
extension of time to file if you’re
unable to submit a completed
income tax return by the July
15 deadline. An extension will
provide more time to submit your
return, but not more time to pay
any tax owed. You must make full
payment of the properly estimated
tax balance owed when requesting an extension of time to file.
Personal income tax returns filed
on extension are due on or before
October 15, 2020.
Q: How can I contact someone
if I have additional questions?
A: Cell Center representatives
are available from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. ET at 518-457-5181 on
weekdays.
Before you call, however, consider that the most efficient way
to obtain tax filing guidance and
information, including answers
to common questions, is to visit
the Tax Department’s website,
www.tax.ny.gov. Visit our Filing
season resource center for online
resources to help you electronically prepare and file an accurate
return on time—without the wait.
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Whirl With Merle
IT’S A DISASTER AND EUROVISION
by Merle Exit
Sunday is the day for a “couples
brunch” as seven friends, along
with one newcomer get together.
Most of the friends have known
each other for years and tend to
be petty. Conversation goes fairly
well as each seems to reveal private
thoughts when a disaster strikes.
Let’s first get into the characters
and actors who portray them beginning with the hosts, Emma (Erinn
Hayes) and Pete (Blaise Miller) who
are preparing to drop their relationship bomb on their friends. Hedy
(America Ferrara) and Shane (Jeff
Grace) are in a six-year engagement with no plans for the future.
Lexi (Rachel Boston) and Buck
(Kevin M. Brennan) see themselves
as free-spirited and rebellious.
Finally, we have a nervous Tracy
(Julia Stiles) who has brought the
mild-mannered newcomer Glenn
(David Cross ) of which this is her
third date with..
Food and conversation soon turns
to an upset as their smartphone\reception is spotty and the cable goes
out. Then the electricity goes off.
Knock at the door and a neighbor
appears in a yellow hazmat suit asking to borrow some “D” batteries
while informing them that several
dirty bombs have been detonated a
few miles away. Hedy, a scientist

gives an estimate of three hours
before this odorless nerve gas arrives and all they can do is tape up
the sides of the closed windows and
wait it out.
The Disaster is actually a consistently funny comedy. Some, even
laugh-out-loud. I highly recommend it in spite the ending being
a cliff hanger. Then, again, we all
can imagine the conclusion.
Take us to the small town of
Husavik, Iceland, where Lars
Erickssong (Will Ferrell) and his
best friend Sigrit Ericksdottir
(Rachel McAdams) form a band
called Fire Saga. The two grew up
together and it is Lars’ dream to
win an event known as the Eurovision Song Contest. Lars’ widowed
father, Erick (Pierce Brosnan) does
not feel much support for his son,
but rather embarrassment.
They apply and are a disaster
with the winner being Katiana
Lindsdottir (Demi Lovato). Feeling dejected they are forced to
merely view a party boat of contestants. Suddenly the boat explodes,
killing everyone on board. With
Fire Saga being the surviving
contestants, they automatically
become Iceland’s entry to the 2020
Eurovision Song Contest. In the
meantime Sigrit, who believes in
an old Icelandic tradition of elves,
(who appear to be living in a home

on the side of a mountain) asks them
for assistance in winning as well as
having Lars return her feelings of
more than just being friends.
Lars and Sigrit arrive in Edinburgh, Scotland and meet several
contestants. The plot thickens with
relationships and a new remix of
their song with elaborate stage
designs that turn into vehicles for
much more comedy and some excellent singing.
That’s enough plot. Ferrell delivers on acting and comedy. Rachel
McAdams has a heluva great voice
as well. The highlight of the movie
is the final song, “Husavik.” Much
recommendation from me.
Let’s now talk about Hulu. For
those who might want to take in a
tv series without any ads, this is
perfect. I have been watching
Rizzoli and Isles while taking
breaks from both regular tv and
movies. I used to watch this series.
Seeing it from the beginning and
going into the next season made my
mind going into both “recall” and
“I must have missed this episode.”
Have always loved the combo of
detective stuff combined with great
humor.
I had seen a few seasons of Cable
Girl on Netflix. More have been
recently added. I’ll let you know
if they wind up still sparking my
interest.

Calling All Novice and Professional Artists
Community Art Exhibition: Call and Response: Grief, Resiliency and Hope Outside on
Flushing Town Hall’s Garden Fence
Amid the coronavirus pandemic, the disparate effects of
COVID on people of color, and the
protests in the wake of the deaths
of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor,
and Rayshard Brooks, our community is experiencing profound
change. Flushing Town Hall is taking this moment and asking New
Yorkers to express their thoughts
and feelings through art – and
will showcase their work in a new
outdoor exhibition.
The general public, families,
professional artists, and amateurs are invited to create artistic
expressions of grief, resiliency
and hope, and to share them in
an exhibition to be hung on the
Flushing Town Hall’s garden fence
on Northern Boulevard starting
Artwork can honor those we be an ongoing artistic testament
on July 6.
have lost during the pandemic to to our community’s mental resil“Flushing Town Hall invites the disease, or honor those we iency in times of crises.”
you to artistically express your have lost as a result of racial or
Participants can go to Flushfeelings, to process grief, anger social injustice. Artists can choose ing Town Hall and hang their
or gratitude while connecting with to thank healthcare providers for artwork directly on the Flushing
the Queens community through their efforts to heal, or explore Town Hall fence located to the
this outdoor exhibition,” says racial injustice, express anxiety right of the venue—bordering its
Flushing Town Hall Executive or fears, illustrate hope for a garden—at 137-35 Northern Blvd.
and Artistic Director Ellen Ko- brighter future, or anything else
Artwork of all mediums, from
dadek. “We are at a pivotal time they are feeling. As art helps us all ages and abilities is welcomed.
in our nation’s history, faced with process our feelings, we will be Please consider the following:
a COVID-19 pandemic and with building our community’s mental • Work can be up to 27”x 39”
the epidemic of institutional rac- resiliency.
inches on paper, fabric or ribbon.
ism and abuse that has eroded the
Says Flushing Town Hall’s • After you complete your work,
fabric of our society. We want to Director of Education and Public write your name on your piece
provide a platform for the public Programs Gabrielle M. Hamilton, (if you like), punch a hole in the
to express our range of emotions “We need to acknowledge the artwork at the top, and tie a string
as a path toward a more inclusive trauma of this moment which is through it.
and equitable world.”
profoundly tied our nation’s his- •
If your artwork is very big,
You can learn about the initia- tory and attempt to address our you can tape it to the fence with
tive at http://www.flushingtown- collective pain through artistic
hall.org/call-and-response.
expression. This exhibition will
(Continued on page 8)
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QEDC + QTC Host an Interactive Online
Workshop to Help Local Tourism
Businesses Bounce Back from COVID-19
How to Utilize Mobile Marketing
During Reopening and Beyond
As national shelter-in-place
guidelines wind down and the
economy reopens, the Queens
Economic Development Corporation and Queens Tourism Council
plan to host a free, interactive
webinar to assist hotels, cultural
venues, restaurants, and other entities in the hospitality industry.
Peter Daly, who is COO of the
GettinLocal app, will discuss
his product and then lead a Q&A
session on Tuesday, July 21, at
11 am. Attendance is free, but
registration is required.
The first-ever self-serve,
mobile-marketing ad platform,
GettinLocal is designed to help
businesses reach hyperlocal audiences. Via such features as email
marketing, video ads, SEO, and
data mining, agencies can reach
thousands of customers at any
moment based on their locations.
It’s free and has no third-party
OTA (Online Travel Agency)
fees, so entities can promote
exclusive deals straight to day
trippers, weekend warriors, and
family vacationers. They can then
evaluate the success of their campaigns via analytics that demonstrate the number of interactions,
sales, and activations.
For consumers, GettinLocal
is basically an e-concierge ondemand. It utilizes proprietary

geo-fence technology to help
travelers discover local things
to do and places to visit. With a
single view, they can curate hyperlocal experiences. Then they
can reserve, book, and purchase
directly on a Hospitality Partners
platform or at the POS (point of
sale).
“People are eager to travel
right now,” stated Daly. “The app
is the perfect tool for businesses
to attract travelers, ascertain their
needs and desires, and even offer
them deals.”
QEDC and QTC will promote the webinar, entitled “GettinLocal,” via Instagram (@
ItsInQueens and @queens_edc)
and Twitter (@ItsInQueens, @
QueensEDC). Plus, the video
will be available QTC’s YouTube
channel after the presentation.
Daly is an experienced business executive and a leader in
the advancement of technologies
which help accelerate mobile
marketing and payments solutions. Prior to GettinLocal, he
was Head of US Acquiring Sales
at Visa and held roles as a senior
leader at Bank of America, First
Data, and CitiBan k. He cofounded GettinLocal, because
he’s passionate about developing
solutions that advance all forms
of commerce. For more information, contact Daly at 516.353.1944
or pdaly@gettinlocal.com or surf
to www.gettinlocal.com.

Forest Hills Residents Fundraise to
Donate Restaurant Food to
Soup Kitchen
Support Forest Hills Eateries,
a community-led group working
to help restaurants through the
economic impact of COVID-19, is
partnering with Queens Together,
Pahal Zan, and Masbia of Queens
to provide restaurant-quality food
to 100 people in the Forest Hills
area.
With Queens Together, Support
Forest Hills Eateries is raising
$500 to purchase nutritious, kosher food from Pahal Zan, a local
Mediterranean restaurant. The
food will be distributed by Masbia
of Queens, a soup kitchen network
and food pantry based in Queens.
“Support Forest Hills Eateries

was born to put Forest Hills eateries on the map and garner community support for them through
the COVID-19 crisis,” Support
Forest Hills Eateries founder Anu
Pattabiraman said.
Support Forest Hills Eateries
hopes both to serve members of
the Forest Hills community and
support a family-owned restaurant
in this difficult time. Donations
can be made via the Support Forest Hills Eateries fundraiser page
at QueensTogether.org. Each $20
raised will feed at least one family.
Support Forest Hills Eateries
(Continued on page 9)

Queens Together Launches Food Crawl
Series July 11 & 12
Local restaurant advocacy group
teams with Queens food guru
Joe DiStefano for globetrotting
culinary adventure in Elmhurst
& Jackson Heights
Queens Together, a restaurant
advocacy group launched in the
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic,
is encouraging New Yorkers to put
their money where their mouth is
by participating in an international
food crawl of Elmhurst and Jackson Heights curated by Queensbased food writer and tour guide
Joe DiStefano. The crawl takes
place July 11th and 12th and proceeds will help Queens Together
in its mission to support local
restaurants and combat food in-

security. It is the first of several
such adventures that will take
place throughout the year.
DiStefano’s Put Your Money
Where Your Mouth is Queens
(PYMWYMIQ) guide to Elmhurst and Jackson Heights features
a globetrotting roster of the very
best dishes from a dozen places to
savor during the weekend of July
11th. Participants may begin their
journey anywhere—Thailand, Indonesia, India, Colombia, Mexico
or even China—but the organizers
are encouraging culinary adventurers to start their journey at
Diversity Plaza.
“This is a great way to enjoy
(Continued on page 9)
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 7/9/20 - 7/15/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(March 21 - April 20)
You will find good deals on a
shopping spree. Be careful not
to make promises that you can’t
fulfill. Listen to the advice given
by others. Your lucky numbers
are 5,1,6.

LIBRA
(September 24 - October 23)
Do what you can to help others
but don’t neglect your own family. You need to keep everyone
appraised about any hidden matters. Your lucky numbers are
9,1,5.

TAURUS
(April 21 - May 21)
Relax and enjoy what you’ve done.
Plan your day carefully. Focus on
forming business relationships.
Your lucky numbers are 3,2,9.

SCORPIO
(October 24 - November 22)
Don’t over spend on entertainment or you could find yourself
short of funds at the end of the
month. Be cautious who you
deal with financially. Your lucky
numbers are 7,3,2.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Go with the flow and don’t be
concerned about others. Opportunities for new friendships will
develop if you get out to local
dances. Your lucky numbers are
8,3,2.
CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Talk to others and express your
intentions. Think twice before
you criticize. Don’t turn away any
advice about work habits. Your
lucky numbers are 2,3,9.
LEO
(July 23 - August 22)
Travel for business will be very
beneficial. You’ll have amazing
ideas. Try not to allow others
to burden you with additional
responsibilities. Your lucky numbers are 5,7,2.
VIRGO
(August 23 - September 23)
You may meet new and exciting
friends who will provide mental
stimulation. Compromise if you
wish to have any fun at all. Investment will start looking better.
Your lucky numbers are 5,3,9.

SAGITTARIUS
(November 23 - December 21)
Don’t let your emotions interfere
with your business decisions.
Don’t be too quick to judge. Take
time to do something nice for
yourself. Your lucky numbers
are 4,3,2.
CAPRICORN
(December 22 - January 20)
Focus and concentrate on yourself and your future. Lack of cash
might be partly to blame for the
problems at home. Your lucky
numbers are 1,8,9.
AQUARIUS
(January 21 - February 19)
You will benefit through hidden
assets and property investments.
Don’t expect long romantic encounters. Your lucky numbers
are 1,8,4.
PISCES
(February 20 - March 20)
Older family members may try
to put unreasonable demands on
you. Don’t let other peoples problems saddle you with guilt. Your
lucky numbers are 1,7,3.

Funny
Stuff
The rioting in major cities
across the U.S. has spread to The
Villages, Florida, a retirement
community of 100,000.
Looters in Florida’s friendliest
hometown have especially broken
into stores that sell items like
laxatives, vitamins, hearing aids,
reading glasses, energy drinks and
surgical stockings.
The thugs were easily caught
and arrested since they were using
their walkers and golf carts to flee.
The protests have been limited
to the evening hours because most
of the lawbreakers either had doctor’s appointments during the day
or rioting would have interfered
with their naps.
The marches didn’t last that
long because many of the demonstrators had to get home to pee.
In many cases, the demonstrators
simply forgot why they were even
there.
Officials considered a curfew starting at 9 p.m. but since
that’s the time when most of the
residents go to bed anyway, it was
decided that it wasn’t needed.
Community leaders concluded
that part of the problem was that
residents were restless because
they had too much time on their
hands since the recreation centers,
pools, theaters, boutique stores
and especially the bars were
closed due to the coronavirus.
Community officials wanted to
form a committee to look further
into the problem, but the next day
no one could remember why they
needed a committee.

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Free Throw
Hoops
Jump Ball
Lay-Up
Nothing But Net

One-On-One
Rebound
Time-Out
Trailing
WNBA

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Try & Find”

ORDER IN THE COURT

Defense
Dribble
Dunk
Final Four
Foul

SUDOKU

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

TRY AND FIND

Backboard
Block
Bounce
Buzzer
Coach
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ACROSS
1. Be unsuccessful
5. Deep cut
9. Greek territorial unit
13. Forearm bone
14. Communion table
16. Smell
17. Iron oxide
18. Very slow in tempo
19. Norse god
20. Fungal diseases of plants
22. Meaningless talk
24. What we kiss with
26. Alert
27. Mollify
30. Bivouac
33. Diners
35. Pizazz
37. French for “Friend”
38. Make into law
41. Female sibling
42. Violent disturbances
45. Threshold
48. In any case
51. Curtain
52. Dejected
54. Arab chieftain
55. Marionette performer
59. Pigpens
62. Murres
63. Follow as a result
65. Fee
66. Adolescent
67. Weight loss plans
68. Hawaiian feast
69. Indian dress
70. To be, in old Rome
71. Feudal worker

DOWN
1. Pelts
2. Astringent
3. Protection
4. Framework of strips of wood
5. Woman
6. Winglike
7. Stripes
8. Bargain intensely
9. Welcome mat
10. Cocoyam
11. Drudgery
12. Sea eagle
15. Ancient empire 21. Box
23. Circle fragments
25. Anagram of “Ties”
27. Sweet gritty-textured fruit
28. Female demon
29. Poetic dusk
31. Mystifying
32. Anagram of “Peril”
34. Unhappy
36. Catch a glimpse of
39. Atlantic food fish
40. Ripped
43. Kettledrum
44. Sneaker or
pump
46. Adult male sheep
47. Saliva
49. Chose
50. Twerp
53. Affirmatives
55. Places
56. Urine component
57. Jetty
58. Tracks
60. Distinctive flair
61. Swing around
64. East southeast

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com Click on PUZZLES...
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MTA Deploying 9,000 New Digital Screens Systemwide With
Real-Time, Location-Specific Information For Customers
With Subway Ridership Hitting
1.1 Million, Thousands of New
Digital Screens Will Put More
Information Directly in the Hands
of Riders to Better Navigate System New Digital Features Include
Real-Time Service Changes, Dynamic Service Alternatives, Train
Arrivals at Nearby Stations, and
Nearby Bus Routes
Number of Digital Screens with
Advanced Technology Packages
Will More Than Triple by Next
Summer
With subway ridership reaching
nearly 1.1 million customers on
Monday, July 6, the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority (MTA)
today announced it is deploying
9,000 new digital screens across
the system over the next 12-14
months. The initiative also includes the recent deployment of
Mercury, a new communications
platform that enables locationspecific, targeted content to be
sent to screens outside and in
stations as well as on platforms
throughout the subway system to
bolster customer communication
for the future.
The platform provides the MTA
with the ability to display locationspecific service information on
screens in stations throughout the
system, including planned and unplanned service changes, dynamic
service alternatives, train arrival
information at nearby stations,

WE’RE HIRING!

Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation
last train departure times before
overnight service changes, and
nearby bus routes. In a future capability that is under development,
the screens will also be utilized
to alert riders at street level when
stations become crowded, due to
service changes or delays so they
have the choice ahead of time not
to enter a station.
Working with Outfront Media,
leaders from MTA Construction
and Development (C&D) began
efforts to modernize digital signage in 2018. The screens provide important real-time service
information for customers while
generating advertising revenue
for the agency. There are currently 5,434 screens in the MTA

system--the majority of which are
in the subway system--and MTA
C&D is planning to add more than
9,000 additional screens over the
next 12-14 months, including in
subway cars, increasing our ability
to provide customer information
and generate ad revenue. All 472
New York City Subway stations
are expected to include these new
digital screens by 2023.
“Now, for the first time, we’re
able to tailor customer messaging
to specific lines and stations,” said
Janno Lieber, President of MTA
Construction & Development.
“That’s gives us a tremendous tool
to convey COVID-relevant safety
(Continued on page 10)

Flushing Town Hall Receives Generous Donation of
5,000 Face Masks from Taiwan
The nonprofit arts and culture
institution, Flushing Town Hall,
has received an extraordinary
donation of 5,000 protective face
masks from longtime supporter
and friend of the Hall, Pauline
Huang, who worked with the Taiwanese Chambers of Commerce
of North America (TCCNA) and
the Taiwanese Chambers of Commerce of New York (TCCNY) to
source the masks from abroad.
“I’m originally from Taiwan,”
says Huang. “I’m so proud that our
country can do something for this
community in the United States
and for an organization that means
so much to me personally. These
masks are donated with love from
Taiwan.”
“I’ve had a relationship with
Flushing Town Hall since back in
2010 when I helped host a fundraising event for the Hall,” Huang
continues. “It’s a historic, beautiful
facility for the people and residents
in Queens. I love this place; its culture and atmosphere are so unique.
You cannot find a replacement for
this Town Hall.”
The donation was delivered
to the venue on Tuesday, July 7.
In attendance were Joey Chiang,
President of TCCNY, along with
TCCNY Board members Timothy
Chung, James Pei, Steve LI, Jeffrey Hsu, and George Hu.
Huang currently serves as
President of United Custom Service, specializing in logistics and
custom service. She also consults
with the Overseas Chinese Affairs
Commission, is an ambassador for
the Queens Botanical Garden, and

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com

Italian American Journal

GIA

To read GIA online

Visit www.giamondo.com

Servicing: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut,
Long Island, Florida, California, Boston, Switzerland and Italy

Call 718-592-2196

is the Board Chair of MuseConnect.
While Flushing Town Hall’s
physical facilities remain temporarily closed amidst the COVID-19
pandemic, it will reopen again
once permitted and safe to do so.
“We look forward to welcoming our audience and artists back
home,” says Executive & Artistic
Director Ellen Kodadek. “I am
proud of the virtual programming
we’ve provided online, but we
very much miss seeing everyone

in person. Pauline’s generous
donation will help keep our community safe. I’m profoundly grateful for Pauline’s friendship and
for her dedication to the people of
Queens.”
To supplant the loss of earned
revenue from ticket sales during
the pandemic, patrons and members of the public with the ability
to help are invited to make a taxdeductible donation to organization’s Step Up for Flushing Town
Hall campaign.
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Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato Launches

Summer Reading Program

Last week, Assemblywoman
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-South
Queens) launched her annual
Summer Reading Program for all
students from 3-K to 12th Grade
throughout the 23rd Assembly
District.
“Our students have endured so
much through this pandemic, and
I am so proud of what they have
accomplished,” Assemblywoman
Stacey Pheffer Amato said. “For
me, reading has always been an
escape, and the Summer Reading Challenge is a chance for our
students to escape and dive into
some great books. I look forward
to rewarding them for completing
the challenge when school -remote
or in the classroom- comes back in
September!”
The program starts in July but
continues throughout the summer.
Students must commit to reading
for 15 minutes a day for 40 days in
order to receive a certificate from
the Assemblywoman’s office. Last

year the Assemblywoman gave
out thousands of calendars, and
bookmarks to every student in the
23rd Assembly District spanning
over 40 schools.
To request a summer reading

PAGE 7

McDonald’s Donates 100,000 PPE N95
Masks to New York State Association of
Health Care Providers

calendar and bookmark individuals can email, amatos@nyassembly.gov or call Pheffer Amato’s
District Office at 718-945-9550,
and her office will either email or
mail a copy to any student.

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Welcomes Back
Greenmarket For 10th Season
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst announced the availability
of GrowNYC’s hospital-based
Greenmarket. Back for its tenth
season, the seasonal market will
be open every Tuesday from 8
AM to 4 PM through November
24th.
“NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst is intently focused on
improving public health through
diet and exercise, so we’re extremely proud to partner with
GrowNYC to ensure easy access
to fresh produce for our patients,
staff, and the community,” said
Israel Rocha, Vice President of
NYC Health + Hospitals and
CEO of Elmhurst and Queens
Hospitals.
“Diets rich in fresh fruit and
vegetables can reduce the risk of
chronic diseases such as heart
disease, high blood pressure,
and diabetes,” said Dr. Jasmin
Mosh i r pu r, Reg ional Med ical Director for Elmhurst and
Queens Hospitals and Dean for
Queens Affiliate at the Icahn
School of Medicine at Mount
Sinai. “We are glad that the
market has ret u r ned for yet
another season and happy to be
able to direct our patients to a
great community resource for
healthier food options.”
“The Elmhurst Greenmarket
is back and better than ever,”
said N YC Cou ncil Membe r
D a n iel D r om m ( D -Ja ck s on
Heights, Elmhurst). “Access to
fresh fruit, vegetables and other
locally-sourced goods is key to
maintaining public health. I am
delighted that the Greenmarket
is once again serving residents of
my district. I urge my constituents to stop by and take advantage of this excellent resource.
This is a great way to improve
your diet and to support New
York farmers and other food
suppliers”
“This year marks GrowNYC’s
50th anniversary, as well as the
10th anniversary of our Elmhurst
Greenmarket,” says GrowNYC’s

Pictured is the McDonald’s donation of 100,000 PPE N95 masks
to NYSHCP that are being distributed to healthcare workers

Local McDonald’s owner/operators donated 100,000 N95 masks to
the New York State Association of
Health Care Providers (NYSHCP).
The donation will help to provide
critical personal protective equipment (PPE) to home healthcare
workers and other healthcare professionals in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.
As the national epicenter of the
pandemic earlier this year, New
York has been among the most imNYC Health + Hospitals / Elmhurst Administrators
Wayne Zimmermann and Dr. Jasmin Moshipur joined
Council Member Daniel Dromm to welcome back the
Elmhurst Greenmarket on 80th Street and 41st Avenue.
Communication Specialist Catherine Crawford. “We love this
market and are pleased to bring
fresh, nutritious produce from
our region’s farmers to the Elmhu rst com mu n it y. Here’s to
another decade!”
“We’re so happy to be back
for our 10th season with the Elmhurst community. Now, more
than ever, access to healthy food
options is important, so we’re
proud to be a fresh market resource for the Elmhurst Hospital
community and its neighbors,”
says Winnifred Lee, GrowNYC
Greenmarket Regional Coordinator.
With its selection of locallygrown produce as well breads,
baked goods, and other fresh
items, the Greenmarket has become a neighborhood favorite.
In light of the COVID-19 crisis,
GrowNYC has implemented new
safety measures (including but
not limited to):
• Requiring face masks inside
the market space
• Customers must maintain a
6’ distance between themselves
and Greenmarket staff and other
customers

• Limiting parties to 1-2 people
•
Greenmarket employees
handle items and assist shoppers
with selecting purchases
For more information on the
Elmhurst Greenmarket, please
visit GrowNYC.org.
For more information on prog rams and ser vices at N YC
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst,
please call 718 334-4000 or visit
www.nychealthandhospitals.org/
elmhurst.
About GrowNYC - GrowNYC’s
Greenmarkets work to preserve
local farmland, while ensuring
that New Yorkers across all five
boroughs have access to fresh,
healthy food grown right here in
our region. A central component
of Greenmarket’s mission and
operations is product integrity:
ever ything sold at market is
100% farmer grown, produced,
caught, or foraged. In addition
to operating farmers markets,
G reen ma rket is work i ng to
improve the health of all New
Yorkers with a suite of food
a c c e s s s t r a t eg ie s a i m e d a t
getting the healthiest, freshest
food into the hands that need
it most.

pacted states during this crisis. Even
as counties across the state have
seen decreases in new cases, PPE
has remained in high demand for
healthcare workers. McDonald’s has
partnered with NYSHCP to provide
N95 masks to organizations focused
on home and community-based care
including Licensed Home Care Service Agencies (LHCSAs), Certified
Home Health Agencies (CHHAs),
Hospices, and health related organizations (HROs).

Joey Chestnut And Miki Sudo Set World
Records at Nathan’s Famous International
Hot Dog Eating Championship

Joey ‘Jaws’ Chestnut and Miki
Sudo, the number-one-ranked
male and female competitive
eaters in the world, shattered the
Nathan’s Famous Fourth of July
International Hot Dog-Eating
Championship world records in
both men and women’s divisions.
After consuming 75 hot dogs
and buns in 10 minutes, Chestnut
outperformed his personal best
and previous world record, set
in 2018, of 74 hot dogs and buns.

This victory marks Chestnut’s
thirteenth Nathan’s Famous International Hot Dog Eating Championship win and mustard belt.
Sudo, the number-six-ranked
competitive eater overall, ate 48.5
hot dogs and buns breaking the
women’s world record previously
set by Sonya “The Black Widdow”
Thomas in 2012. Sudo’s former
personal best was 41 hot dogs and
buns set in 2018. This year marks
Sudo’s seventh consecutive win.
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IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
The Great Outdoors! Well,
maybe the Limited Outdoors is
more accurate. Virtual events
and camps dominate this week’s
Queens activities, but in a sign of
the times, a few events are IRL (In
Real Life).
●
July 10, Monuments Now,
March 2021. In this exhibition’s
first phase, three artists -- 2019
MacArthur Foundation Genius
Grantee Jeffery Gibson; Hunter
College Associate Professor Paul
Ramírez Jonas; and Agnes Gund
Art for Justice Award Winner
Xaviera Simmons – unveil commissioned works. More pieces pop
up on Oct. 10. Socrates Sculpture
Park, 32-01 Vernon Blvd., LIC.
● July 10, Up Close With Yaniv
Zarif, 7 pm. This extraordinary
entertainer, who sings in 32 languages, will do everything from
Broadway to pop as part of the
QPAC LIVE! series. A Q&A session follows.
● July 10, Music Makers Workshop, 1 pm. Queens Council on the
Arts Honoree Claire Lim, who’s
behind dolltr!ck, teaches how to
make electronic music during this
Lewis Latimer House Museum
workshop. Lim, who describes
herself as a “technologist,” fuses
electronica, hip-hop, future bass,
K-pop, and dance music.
● July 10, Second Annual Queens
Book Fair, July 12. Authors, speakers, and vendors talk and share
products online. Get Zoom link
upon registration.
●
July 10, Sheep Meadow
Dance Theatre, 4 pm. The virtual Queensboro Dance Festival
continues with this multi-faceted,
LIC-based troupe.
● July 11, Restaurant Crawl, July
12. Queens Tourism Council Official Foodie Joe DiStefano leads
a tech-enhanced tour of Elmhurst
and Jackson Heights eateries that
sell cuisine from China, Colombia,
India, Indonesia, Mexico, and
Thailand. It can be self-guided.
● July 11, A Love Song to Paris,
4 pm. Celebrate Bastille Day with
a remote concert starring mezzo
soprano Mary Kathryn Monday,
who sings French Art tunes and
Cole Porter love songs with Christopher Berg on piano.
● July 13, Summer Dance Intensive, July 17. Long Island Citybased Dance Entropy presents its

11th annual camp/intensive, which
is geared toward actors, choreographers, dancers, directors, and
general movement lovers of every
type and skill level.
● July 13, Farm Camp, July 31.
Queens County Farm Museum
and Commonpint Queens offer
their first summer camp session
for children to explore natural
outdoor settings and take part in
farm-centered STEM activities.
Other planned activities include
Nature Walks, Farming, Scavenger
Hunts, and Sports. QCFM, 73-50
Little Neck Pkwy, Glen Oaks.
● July 13, Live Music with Ashley Keiko, 7 pm. Jamaica Center
for Arts & Learning streams a concert by this classic pianist, who is
also a virtuoso on alto saxophone.
● July 13, Exquisite Chill, 4 pm.
The virtual Queensboro Dance
Festival continues with an upbeat
tap class and mini-performance
with a Jamaica-based troupe.
● July 13, Animal Habitats, July
17. Alley Pond Environmental
Center lets youngsters explore
animal homes and learn about
the Natural World by looking at
the unique characteristics of such
habitats as forests, ponds, rainforests, deserts, and mountains. The
digital daily sessions run from 9:30
am to 10:30 am.
● July 13, Exploring Ecosystems,
July 17. Alley Pond Environmental
Center Educators zoom campers
into ecosystems and study animals
that call them “home” via simple
experiments, animal encounters,
and a daily nature connection
challenge. Lesson runs from 11
am to noon, and each one focuses
on a different living thing and its
unique characteristics and adaptations.
● July 13, Immersive Ecosystems, July 17. Alley Pond Environmental Center Animal Ambassadors teach fourth-to-seventh
graders about ecosystems such as
forests, deserts, and mountains
from 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm every
day. Each online lesson includes
“Ecosystem of the Day,” animal
demonstrations, experiments, and
activities.
● July 13, Fairy Tales In Motion,
Aug. 24. Queensborough Performing Arts Center offers this unique
program that uses dance to retell
popular fairy tales. Children (ages

eight to 14) create live adaptations
of classic stories. Recorded video
segments will be used for a culminating theatrical performance
on QPAC LIVE!
● July 14, Kalunga, The Duo
Sessions, 7 pm. This duo blends
Afro-Latin and chamber music
to create a unique sound as part
of Live at the Gantries, an annual
summer series that’s online this
year. Award-winning percussionist Javier Diaz and world-class
oboist Toyin Spellman-Diaz jam
and then offer a short class on Batá
percussion.
● July 14, The Fine Art of Songwriting, Aug. 4. Grammy-winner
Steve Leslie teaches a songwriting
workshop for ages 24 and up. He
explores the process of songwriting and the delicate balance between art and craft. Participants
have an open invitation to perform
their songs on QPAC LIVE!
●
July 15, Noguchi’s Public
Competitions in the 1930s, 1 pm.
The Noguchi Museum presents a
digital discussion by Alex Ross,
Managing Editor of The Isamu
Noguchi Catalogue Raisonné, on
the public art competitions that
Noguchi participated in during
the 1930s.
● July 15, Scales & Tails: Geckos
& Pythons, 2 pm. Reptiles are
covered with scales that help them
survive. Some lizards regrow their
tails. Alley Pond Environmental
Center presents this lesson, which
is appropriate for all ages.
● July 16, Theorizing the Web:
Surveillance of Black Lives, 7
pm. Scholar/journalism instructor
Allissa Richardson and scholar/AI
policy advisor Mutale Nkonde talk
about the impact of surveillance
during Black Lives Matters and
COVID-19. Topics include facial
recognition and tracing software.
Theorizing the Web Board Member Apryl Williams leads the
discussion.
● July 16, Only Gossip Prospers,
4 pm. Lorraine Tosiello discusses
her latest historical fiction about
author Louisa May Alcott’s life in
NYC in 1875. Filled with biographical references to her family, her
literary works, and New Yorkers of
the time, the novel intertwines the
real people the protagonist encountered with actual events, aided by a
host of fictional characters.

Calling All Novice and Professional Artists
(Continued from page 4)
masking tape
• Artwork will be exposed to the
elements and will not be protected
from the weather.
• Artwork will not be returned.
• Artwork may be photographed
and shared online through a virtual exhibition, unless specifically
note by the artists on the back of
the artwork.
• Flushing Town Hall reserves
the right to remove any artwork
that use hate speech, profanity
or obscenity, depicts violence,
sexual acts or unlawful or illegal
behavior.
If participants cannot travel
to Flushing Town Hall to hang
artwork, they are invited to take
a photo or scan of artwork and
message, and email scans to
education@flushingtownhall.

org. Flushing Town Hall staff will
print a copy of the work and hang
it on our fence.
Additionally, Flushing Town
Hall will make available a limited
number of simple, non-returnable
“art kits” for students and families
to be picked at Flushing Town
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd., on
Tuesday, July 14 from 11 AM to
4 PM. More dates to be added as
requested. People are asked to
wear face masks when picking
up art kits.
Flushing Town Hall will post
ongoing updates—and showcase
individual pieces of the artwork—
starting on July 6 on Flushing
Town Hall’s Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter platforms, and on
Flushing Town Hall’s Cultural
Crossroads blog.
Flushing Council on Culture
and the Arts dba Flushing Town

Hall is a not for profit organization which receives major support
from the National Endowment for
the Arts; New York State Council
on the Arts with the support of
Governor Andrew Cuomo and the
New York State Legislature; New
York State Assembly Member Ron
Kim; New York City Department
of Cultural Affairs, Mayor Bill de
Blasio; Queens Borough President
Melinda Katz; Council Members
Adrienne Adams, Costa Constantinides, Daniel Dromm, Barry
Grodenchik, Peter Koo, Karen
Koslowitz, Francisco Moya, and
Paul A. Vallone; and the Howard
Gilman Foundation, the Fan Fox
and Leslie R. Samuels Foundation,
and the Booth Ferris Foundation.
For more information - www.
flushingtownhall.org or call
(718) 463-7700 x222
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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Meng Announces $1.6 Million in Federal Funds to Help
Queens Jewish Facilities Improve Security
Nonprofit Security Grants will
help 16 borough synagogues
and educational institutions
with protecting their properties
against threats and attacks
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens), a member of the House
Appropriations Subcommittee on
Homeland Security, announced
today that $1.6 million in federal funding for security improvements has been awarded to 16 Jewish facilities throughout Queens,
along with funds for two Christian
facilities.
The funds are allocated through
the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security’s (DHS) Nonprofit Security Grant Program, the initiative
that provides houses of worship
and nonprofit entities with funding to protect their properties
against threats and attacks. The
grants, which are administered
by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), cover
target-hardening and other physical security enhancements such
as barriers, gates, safety gear,
surveillance equipment, and other
safety measures.
Each Queens facility receiving
funds, which consist of synagogues and educational institutions, was awarded the maximum
grant amount of $100,000. They
include the following:
• Reform Temple of Forest Hills,
$100,000
•
Young Israel of Hillcrest,

$100,000
• Rabbinical Seminary of America in Kew Gardens Hills, $100,000
• Young Israel of Queens Valley
in Kew Gardens Hills, $100,000
•
Torah Center of Hillcrest,
$100,000
•
Forest Hills Jewish Center,
$100,000
• Jewish Center of Forest Hills
West in Middle Village, $100,000
• Shaarey Bnos Chayil Institute
in Kew Gardens Hills, $100,000
• Congregation Ohr Menachem
in Forest Hills, $100,000
• Utopia Jewish Center in Fresh
Meadows, $100,000
• Young Israel of Kew Gardens
Hills, $100,000
• Touro College in Forest Hills,
$100,000
• United Talmudical Seminary
in Glendale, $100,000
• Jewish Institute of Queens in
Elmhurst, $100,000
• Bais Yaakov Academy for Girls
in Kew Gardens, $100,000
• Yeshiva of Central Queens in
Kew Gardens Hills, $100,000
“Following the increase in hate
crimes and anti-Semitic incidents,
it is vital that Jewish facilities
have the resources they need to
protect themselves, and these
critical funds will be a huge help
in guarding against attacks here in
Queens,” said Meng. “For years,
I have worked to expand funding
and awareness of these grants, and
after last December’s horrifying
attack in Monsey, I urged more

local facilities to apply. Many
did so and I’m pleased to have
worked with several of them to
help secure this money. We cannot
let our guard down for a moment.
Safety and security must continue
to be the number one priority,
and I remain committed to doing
everything possible to ensure that
Jewish facilities are protected
from those who seek to do harm.”
The grant awards come after
Meng held a workshop in Queens
this past January that helped houses of worship and nonprofits in the
borough learn about the Nonprofit
Security Grant Program, and how
they could successfully apply for
funding. The Congresswoman
hosted the event in Kew Gardens
prior to this year’s application
deadline which was in March.
As a member of the House
Appropriations Committee – the
panel that funds all U.S. government agencies, programs, and
projects, including the Nonprofit
Security Grant Program – Meng
has helped to increase funding
of the grants over the last several
years, boosting the initiative to
a record $90 million for current
fiscal year 2020.
Meng also announced grants
for the following non-Jewish
facilities:
•
Our Lady of the Blessed
Sacrament Catholic Academy in
Bayside, $57,000
• Church on the Hill in Flushing,
$61,004

Meng, Liu, Kim And Koo Demand Gas Service be Restored
At The Bland Houses in Flushing, Queens
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens), State Senator John Liu
(D-Queens), Assemblyman Ron
Kim (D-Queens) and Councilman Peter Koo (D-Queens) called
on the New York City Housing
Authority (NYCHA), New York
City Department of Buildings
(NYCDOB) and Con Edison to
immediately restore gas service
to residents at the Bland Houses
in Flushing, Queens.
Since March, 10 apartments
at 133-40 Roosevelt Avenue have
been without gas. A broken gas
line had forced service to be cut
off. But months later, the problem has still not been fixed, and

NYCHA has no timeframe as to
when it will be. Residents have
been unable to cook or use their
stoves during the height of the
coronavirus outbreak in New
York, and the outage now continues into the summer months.
Although NYCHA has distributed hot plates to impacted
tenants, it is not a long-term or acceptable solution to living without
working gas.
In a letter to the heads of
NYCHA, NYCDOB and Con
Edison, the lawmakers demanded
swift action.
“It is of utmost importance that
NYCHA, NYCDOB, and Con

Edison address the outstanding
issues in restoring gas service to
line A apartments so that these
rent-paying residents are not subjected to any further delays in receiving working gas,” Meng, Liu,
Kim and Koo wrote. “NYCHA,
NYCDOB, and Con Edison have
been ineffective in promptly
addressing the needs of the residents of Bland Houses serviced
by gas line A. The residents of
the Bland Houses are struggling,
and remain in desperate need of
receiving working gas during this
COVID-19 public health emergency. As such, we urge your swift
resolution of this issue.”

Columbus Relative Speaks Out
(Continued from page 3)
Columbus for everything they
dislike in U.S. history, despite the
ample evidence that he was a moderating force on his men, and the
fact that he sought to keep good
manners and friendly relations
with Native Americans.
These same people blame him
for the deaths of Native Americans
when the overwhelming majority of those deaths were due to
disease, caused by their different
degree of immunity compared
with the Europeans.
Blaming Columbus does his
legacy a terrible injustice, but it
does something else, too. It focuses anger on one man and on
the wrong man.
The tactic of those who hate Columbus are resurrecting Anglo-su-

premacist propaganda that paints
all who sailed under the Spanish
flag — or were Hispanic — as
violent and untrustworthy. They
hated not just Catholics in general
but Columbus in particular because he was the Catholic hero in
U.S. history. In English-speaking
countries, British explorers tend
to be treated far better than Spanish ones.
Today, Americans learn little
to nothing of English atrocities in
America, while Columbus — who
sailed under Spain’s flag and never
actually set foot on the territory
of the United States — is blamed
for every mistake any Spaniard
or Portuguese explorer or colonist
ever made — and any that the British or Americans made as well.
Few schoolchildren in this
country will ever learn that Spain’s

kings quickly gave Spanish citizenship to Native Americans and
began restricting enslavement of
Native Americans, after a theological debate. Spain began a moral
revolution when slavery was accepted by the rest of the European
countries. Meanwhile, Spain built
universities to educate the Indians
and churches to minister to their
spiritual needs.
Few in school today will learn
that the Spanish worked to integrate with Native Americans,
while the British and the Americans tended to have much more
combative relationships with them
and often forced them onto small
reservations. Spain never founded
any reservation.
Many scholars have noted that
(Continued on page 11)
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Statement From State Senator
John Liu on NYC Dept of Education
Screened-Schools Admissions Policy
“Immediately after the DOE announced in April the new grading
policy for June 2020 report cards,
parents raised questions about how
grades would factor into admissions to screened-schools. The
DOE assured parents and elected
officials that the admissions policy
would be drafted by the end of
May, but has still failed to do so.
The DOE must announce

proposed criteria for Fall 2021
admissions to screened-schools as
soon as possible and subject the
policy to public review and comment. Furthermore, given prior
statements by the Chancellor and
Mayor about screened-schools,
the DOE must also abandon any
attempt to re-engineer admissions
beyond 2021 without a thorough
public discourse.”

Pheffer Amato Distributes Homemade
Masks From Civic
Recently, Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (DRockaway Beach), has begun
dist ributing homemade face
coverings from her office made
by Rockaway Civic Association
President Noreen Ellis. Pheffer
Amato has been distributing the
masks by phone or email request
to help protect our community
from spreading COVID-19.
“As always this community
steps up during a crisis, and this
was no exception,” Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato
said. “Wearing a mask is the
most simple and straightforward
way to protect ourselves and
our community from spreading COVID-19. I am grateful

for Noreen’s efforts to help our
neighbors because masks have
become an expensive commodity.
To request a homemade mask,
individuals can email, amatos@
nyassembly.gov or by calling
Pheffer Amato’s District Office
at 718-945-9550. Please note,
that there is a limited supply of
masks and that they are intended
to go to individuals who cannot
otherwise obtain one.
As of April 15th, face coverings and masks in public and
in instances where social distancing cannot be maintained
are mandatory by an Executive
Order signed by New York State
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo.

Forest Hills Residents Fundraise to
Donate Restaurant Food to . . .
(Continued from page 4)
is posting updates and featuring
eateries on their Facebook Group
and Instagram.
Support Forest Hills Eateries
(SFHE) is a community-led group

aiming to help restaurants and
other food businesses through
the impact of COVID-19. SFHE
has aggregated resources for local
eateries and residents and promotes individual eateries on their
website and social media.

Queens Together Launches Food Crawl
Series July 11 & 12
(Continued from page 4)
the weekend in Queens. Stroll,
eat, stroll and eat some more while
checking out the most diverse of
global neighborhoods,” says Jonathan Forgash, Executive Director
of Queens Together. “Joe and I
will be at Diversity Plaza to start
things off. We look forward to
meeting everyone!”
The “PYMWYMIQ” online adventure guide to Jackson Heights
and Elmhurst is $20 per person
and may be purchased at: https://
queenstogether.org/pym-whereyour-mouth-is. All proceeds will
benefit Queens Together and its
mission of nourishing restaurants
and communities. The guide will
be e-mailed to participants on
Saturday, July 11th, at 11 a.m., and
the fun begins that day at noon.
PYMWYMIQ will also feature
an Instagram food photo contest.
First place is a $100 gift certificate
to the restaurant of your choice
from the guide, second place is a
$50 gift certificate, and third place
is a $25 gift certificate.
About Queens Together:
Queens Together provides the
food industry of Queens with
advocacy, education, income,

savings, promotion and community service. We reimagine our
local food industry as the engine
for nourishing our communities
with food and economic security.
Queens Together offers support
and income to food businesses,
their workers and the local economy; builds partnerships with government, local organizations and
volunteer networks; and provides
food pantries, meals and services
for people facing food insecurity.
About Joe DiStefano: Queensbased food writer, culinary tour
guide and consultant Joe DiStefano has been exploring the
borough’s diverse global cuisines
for 20 years. He is the founder
and publisher of the Queenscentric food blog CHOPSTICKS &
MARROW, and author of 111
Places in Queens That You Must
Not Miss. His tours have been
featured in The New York Times,
Serious Eats, The Daily News,
and The Wall Street Journal. His
clients include Starbucks, the
Boys Club of New York, Hormel,
The Food Group, and Next Restaurant. Follow him on Twitter @
JoeDiStefano and on Instagram @
joedistefanoqns, just make sure to
eat lunch beforehand!
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Council Member Peter Koo Announces Budget Victories Mets Announce 2020 60-Game Schedule
The New York Mets have an- only, with 10 games against each
For Fiscal Year 2021
nounced that the club will open its NL East opponent and 20 total

While a pared down budget
compared to previous years, City
Council Member Peter Koo today
announced he was able to work
with his colleagues in government
to secure $30 million in budget
victories for Council District
20, including funding for a new
community center for the South
Asian Council for Social Services,
upgrades to Kissena Corridor
Park, and medical equipment for
Flushing’s two hospitals. CM
Koo secured the funding from the
Fiscal Year 2021 budget for new
capital and expense projects in
partnership with Speaker Corey
Johnson, Acting Queens Borough President Sharon Lee, the
Council’s Queens Delegation,
and the Black, Latino, and Asian
Caucus.
CM Koo stated, “Our community has suffered tremendously
from the COVID-19 crisis, so I
am especially proud I was able to
secure funding for infrastructure,
programs and services throughout
my council district. Once again,
every school in my district has
received funding so our children
will have the best facilities available when they return to school.
Securing these critical resources
for our community will directly
improve many of our neighborhood amenities and the overall
quality of life in our communities. This year, I worked with the
Speaker, the Borough President
and my Council colleagues for
new capital and programming
funding for libraries, schools,
parks, and other critical infrastructure right here in District 20.
Among the new benefits, we will
help establish a community center
at the South Asian Council for Social Services, park and playground
upgrades in Kissena Corridor
Park, and new hospital equipment
at Flushing Hospital and New
York Presbyterian Queens so that
they may continue to so capably
serve the healthcare needs of our
constituents.”
Highlights from this year’s
budget includes:
New Community Center

Expanding access at city’s only
South Asian food pantry
Council Members Koo, Dromm,
Grodenchik, and Lancman secured $1.15 million along with
the Queens Borough President’s
$1.5 million for a new community
center at the South Asian Council for Social Services - a non
profit Flushing-based organization whose mission is to empower
and integrate underserved South
Asians and other immigrants into
the civic and economic life of New
York. The new community center
will also allow SACSS to expand
access to the city’s first South
Asian food pantry.
Hospital equipment
Life saving equipment for
Queens’ flagship hospitals
In partnership with Acting
Queens Borough President Sharon
Lee, CM Koo secured a total of
$922,000 in capital funding for
medical equipment at Flushing
Hospital and New York Presbyterian Queens to improve the facilities at Flushing’s two flagship
healthcare institutions. NYPQ
will use the funding for ultrasound
machines and Flushing Hospital
will purchase mammography and
ultrasound units.
Kissena Corridor Park
New play equipment at Mario
Fajardo Playground / New ballfields
Mario Fajardo Playground in
Kissena Corridor Park will receive
$3.2 million in partnership with
Speaker Johnson and the Queens
Borough President for new playground equipment, replacing
the existing aged and outdated
equipment so that area families
with young children can have a
more enjoyable experience at this
popular community playground.
In addition, the Peck Ballfields
at Kissena Corridor Park will
receive $2.775 million from Koo
and Speaker Johnson to reconstruct the playing fields. The Peck
Ballfields have poor drainage and
uneven playing surfaces that have
inhibited safe play for many years.
A reconstruction will rehabilitate
these fields to make them safe and

enjoyable for years to come.
Library Upgrades
In partnership with Speaker
Corey Johnson, CM Koo secured a
total of $2.554 million to upgrade
Flushing Library - Main Street and
Queensboro Hill Library. Funding
will go toward elevator upgrades
at Main Street and HVAC and roof
repairs at Queensboro Hill.
Education
New technology and gym
upgrades coming to area schools
Each year, Council Member
Koo’s first budgetary phone calls
are to District 20 schools to make
sure they have the resources they
need to succeed. School capital
funding makes up a large portion of this year’s allocations,
totaling $3.109 million for FY21.
This year’s school capital funding
includes technology upgrades in
PS 163, PS 20, PS 214, PS 242,
PS 244, PS 177, Flushing High
School, Queens High School for
Language Studies, and Veritas
Academy. Other improvements
include funding for gym upgrades
at PS 162, PS 24, JHS 189, and
Queens Academy High School,
and security cameras at PS 22,
and new athletic fields at Francis
Lewis High School. Since taking
office, CM Koo has secured a
total of $31.5 million in funding
for schools in Council District 20.
Discretionary Funding
84 organizations receive funding for 100 programs
From his personal discretionary funding, CM Koo secured
$710,000 in non-profit expense
funding for 84 community-based
organizations to continue providing important services to the
Flushing community, including
the Korean American Family
Service Center, Garden of Hope,
Flushing Jewish Community
Council, Chinese American Planning Council, Women for Afghan
Women, and more. Funding will
go toward various programs and
services such as after-school
programs, senior transportation
through Self help Community
Services, graffiti removal, arts
and cultural programs and more.

St. John’s Tough” T-Shirt Proceeds Benefit
Local Food Pantries
Limited Edition T-Shirt Raised $14,000 to Support St. John’s Bread & Life and Blessed Virgin
Mary Help of Christians
Through the sale of its limited edition “St. John’s Tough”
t-shirts, the Red Storm Athletic
Department has generated more
than $14,000 that will be donated
to a pair of food pantries whose
services have become even more
essential during the COVID-19
pandemic. The donation total also
includes an additional generous
gift from a longtime Red Storm
supporter.
Proceeds from the special
edition t-shirts will support St.
John’s Bread & Life and Blessed
Virgin Mary Help of Christians.

Both food pantries have remained
steadfast in their commitment to
serve the local community with
an increased number of individuals and families requesting assistance over the last four months.
“It’s been really special to see
so many St. John’s Athletic supporters participate in our initiative to help provide assistance for
such worthy organizations,” said
Director of Athletics Mike Cragg.
“The ‘St. John’s Tough’ campaign
was a creative way to help unite
our University during this global
pandemic while offering relief to

those in need here in our city.”
Bread & Life has been a vibrant
part of neighborhood communities in Brooklyn and Queens
since 1982. A crucial provider
of basic needs and assistance,
St. John’s Bread & Life provides
nearly 3,000 meals every day
through its soup kitchen, mobile
soup kitchen and food pantry.
Blessed Virgin Mary’s food pantry also provides support to those
in need by regularly serving more
than 400 families and over 1,000
people in the local community
in Queens.
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2020 60-game regular season on
Friday, July 24 against the Atlanta
Braves at Citi Field at 4:10 pm as
part of a three-game series versus
their National League East division rival.
The 60-game regular season
schedule for 2020 features the
Mets playing the National League
East and American League East

games versus the AL East; six vs.
the Yankees, four vs. the Red Sox
and Orioles, and three vs. Tampa
and Toronto.
The 2020 60-game regular
season will conclude with a fourgame road trip at Washington,
September 24-27.
The television schedule will be
announced in the coming weeks.

MTA Deploying 9,000 New Digital
Screens Systemwide With Real-Time,
Location-Specific Information
For Customers
(Continued from page 6)
information, so we are pushing to
deliver digital screens to hundreds
of stations during this period of
lower ridership.”
“New Yorkers returning to
the subway system deserve any
and every modern amenity possible to make their commutes a
bit easier,” said Sarah Feinberg,
Interim President of MTA New
York City Transit. “The addition
of thousands of screens with helpful service information will help
our customers get the most upto-date information to help them
better navigate the system.”
“Mercury will enable our customers to get up-to-the-minute
information in stations in a clear
and visual way,” said Sarah Meyer,
New York City Transit Chief Customer Officer. “This is a custom
built and truly world class system
that couldn’t have come at a better
time and I’m excited for our customers, who will be able to make
actionable decisions in real time.”
Mercury allows the MTA’s
customer communications teams
to push specific information to
certain screens – only on a particular line, for instance, a particular station, or even a particular
platform.?Mercury also feeds that
same information to the MTA’s
social-media channels, the MYmta
app, and third-party apps that
post MTA service alerts. Eventually, Mercury will manage many
other screens in the MTA network
across the region.
Working with Outfront Media,
leaders from MTA Construction
and Development (C&D) began
efforts to modernize digital signage in 2018. The screens provide important real-time service
information for customers while
generating advertising revenue
for the agency. The new Mercury
platform was custom built by Postlight, an engineering and design
firm in New York City that builds
highly scalable software platforms
that power apps and services that
impact millions of people.
In addition to listing upcoming stop information for those

who may be less familiar with the
system, the screens will be useful
even to the savviest riders in situations when upcoming stops can
differ from train to train, even on
the same line, such as:
Planned Service Changes
When crews perform routine
or emergency track work during
weekends, nights, and mid-day
periods, trains can operate differently than regularly scheduled
service – either by taking different routes or by shifting between
local and express service. The
information is provided via apps,
website, but the screens are the
first MTA offering to make this
information clear at the point of
boarding a train.
Time-of-Day Service Changes
Many subway lines have different stopping patterns at different
times of day. The screens offer a
new degree of clarity on when a
line’s stopping patterns change.
For example, northbound service
operates to Harlem during middays and evenings, but extends to
the Bronx during peak hours. The
signs will make clear whether the
next arriving train is heading to
the Bronx.
Lines with Multiple Terminals
The screens clarify whether the
next arriving southbound train is
operating to Lefferts Boulevard,
Far Rockaway, or, as some do in
peak times, Rockaway Park. Same
is true for northbound trains that
travel to Eastchester-Dyer Av or
Nereid Av on the White Plains
Road line.
Lines Serving Lesser Known
Alternate Rush Hour Terminals
Because of capacity constraints
at the subway system’s busiest
terminals, some peak-hour trains
operate on routes that differ from
their commonly known terminals.
For example, some trains travel
to 96 St via the line; some trains
travel to 179 St via the line; and
some trains travel to Crown
Heights-Utica Av via the line.
With the new strip maps, Crown
Heights-bound customers waiting for a train will be able to a
Crown Heights-bound train with
confidence.

To read GIA online

GIA

Visit www.giamondo.com

718.592.2196

Servicing The Tri-State Area and Long Island, Florida and Italy

THURSDAY, JULY 9, 2020

THE QUEENS TIMES

PAGE 11

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of QUEENS
JS REALTY LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/21/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to 41-60 Main Street, Suite
312, Flushing, NY 11355-3833.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Qualification of
G LO BA L 6 9T H AV EN U E
LLC Appl. for Auth. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/11/20. Office location:
Queens County. LLC formed
in Delaware (DE) on 05/05/20.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to c/o Corporation Service
Co., 80 State St., Albany,
NY 12207-2543. DE addr.
of LLC: 251 Little Falls Dr.,
Wilmington, DE 19808. Cert.
of Form. filed with DE Secy. of
State, Div. of Corps., John G.
Townsend Bldg., 401 Federal
St.-Ste. 4, Dover, DE 19901.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020

Notice of formation of Cody
James Smith LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 5/14/20. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY is designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC 278 RTE 37
New Fairfield, CT 06812 .
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of Limited
Liability Company (“LLC”).
Name: Clearspace Services
LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of
State of the State of New
York (“SSNY”) on June 10,
2020. N.Y. office location:
Queens County. The SSNY
has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. The
SSNY shall mail a copy of
any process to Clearspace
Services LLC, 146-12 20th
Ave., Apt. 1, Whitestone,
New York 11357. Purpose/
character of LLC is to engage
in any lawful act or activity.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

531 Products, LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) on June 5, 2020.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
designated agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process
to 58-12 Queens Boulevard,
Suite 3C, Woodside, NY 11377.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020

BIO-DISINFECTION LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY on
5/26/2020. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to
the LLC, 3424 77th Street, Apt 1R,
Jackson Heights NY 11372-2300.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020

Notice of formation of ASTORIA
PARKING MANAGEMENT
LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/18/20. Office in Queens
Count y. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to the LLC, 34-22
35TH ST ASTORIA, NY, 11106.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
Notice of Qualification of
LBA OR Core-Company IV,
LLC. Authority filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/14/20. Office location:
Queens County. LLC formed
in Delaware (DE) on 05/07/20.
SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: LBA OR Core-Company
I V, LLC, c /o LBA Realt y
LLC, 3347 Michelson Dr.,
Ste. 200, Irvine, CA 92612.
Address to be maintained
in DE: National Registered
Agents, Inc., 1209 Orange
St., Wilmington, DE 19801.
Arts of Org. filed with Jeffrey
W. Bullock, Of fice of the
Secretary, 401 Federal St.,
Dover, DE 19901. Purpose:
any lawful activities.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
LOYALTY BREEDS ROYALTY
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 03/19/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 218-71 99th Avenue,
Queens Village, NY 11429.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020
Notice of formation of THE
GLOW UP TEAM, LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on March 9, 2020.
Of fice located in Queens
County. SSNY is designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 4441
Purves, Street, #616, Long
Island City, New York 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020
BLACKVILLE BORN LLC Art.
Of Org. Filed Sec. of State of NY
3/2/20. Off. Loc. : Queens Co.
United States Corporation Agents,
Inc. designated as agent upon
whom process may be served &
shall mail proc.: 7014 13th Avenue,
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION
OF LIMITED LIABILIT Y
COMPANY. NAME: 9-20 MAIN
REALT Y, LLC. Ar ticles of
Organization were filed with
Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on 03/19/20,
office location Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of the process to the
LLC, 2 9 -10 14t h S t r e et ,
Astoria, NY, 11102. Purpose:
For any law f ul pur p ose.
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020
NOTICE OF QUALIFICATION
OF LIMITED LIABILIT Y
COMPANY. NAME: 29 -10
14TH REALTY, LLC. Articles
of Organization were filed
with Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on 03/19/20,
office location Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of the process to the
LLC, 2 9 -10 14t h S t r e et ,
Astoria, NY, 11102. Purpose:
For any law f ul pur p ose.
6/4,11,18,25,7/2&9/2020
W. C . C O N S U LT I N G
ENTERPRISES LLC, Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 05/05/2020. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to:
Sharon J Baquedo-Phinn,
107-12 Guy R Brewer Blvd,
Ste 10 C, Jamaic a, N Y
11433. Reg Agent: Sharon
J Baquedo - Phinn, 107-12
G uy R Brewer Blvd, Ste
10C, Jamaica, NY 11433.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
Notice of Formation of
DANIELA JIMENEZ
PHOTOGRAPHY LLC Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of
S t ate of N Y (S S N Y ) o n
03/16/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
d e s i g n a t e d a s a g e nt o f
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to 61-15 97th Street, Apt#
15H, Rego Park, NY 11374.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020

Notice of Formation of
BOOKKEEPING BY
CAMERON, LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 06/11/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
18-24 Palmetto Street, Apt.
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
Foxcommerce LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 5/12/20. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 6820 62nd St,
Apt 2, Glendale, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
Shiv’s Apothecary LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 5/1/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Ashiviah Fleming,
3707 147th St., Apt.2F, Flushing,
NY 11354. General Purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
N YC M E N TA L H E A LT H
COUNSELING PLLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 06/09/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 23-01
33rd Street, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
37-17 MANAGEMENT LLC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 6/18/20.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
desig. agent of LLC whom
proc ess may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to
37-17 Bowne St., Flushing,
NY 11354, which is also the
principal business location.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
Notice of Formation of BREEGIFT
BASKETBUSINESS LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 05/27/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 126-10 Farmers Blvd.,
2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020
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Take Five Top-Prize Winner
Sold in FLUSHING
The New York Lottery
today announced one topprize winning ticket was
sold for the July 2 TAKE-5
drawing. The ticket, worth
$64,116.50, was purchased
at U N IT ED FASH ION
GIFT SHOP NY, located at
41-17 KISSENA BLVD in
FLUSHING.
The five winning numbers for the TAKE 5 game
are drawn from a field of
one to 39. The TAKE 5
drawing is televised every
day at 11:21 p.m. A Lottery
draw game prize of any
amount may be claimed up
to one year from the date of
the drawing.
About the New York Lottery - The New York Lottery continues to be North
America’s largest and most
profitable Lottery, contributing $3.47 billion in fiscal
year 2018-2019 to help sup-

port education in New York
State. The Lottery’s contribution represents 13 percent
of total state education aid to
local school districts.
New York Lottery revenue is distributed to local
school districts by the same
statutory formula used to
distribute other state aid
to education. It takes into
account both a school district’s size and its income
level; larger, lower-income
school districts receive proportionately larger shares of
Lottery school funding.
New Yorkers struggling
with a gambling addiction,
or who know someone who
is, can find help by calling the State’s toll-free,
confidential HOPEline at
1-877-8-HOPENY (1-877846-7369) or by texting
HOPENY (467369) Standard rates may apply.

Columbus Relative Speaks Out
(Continued from page 9)
Spain’s laws and actions regarding Native Americans
were superior to those of
the British and often even
the Americans.
But the bias continues.
California provides a case
in point. Contrary to the
popular schoolbook history,
it was not the padres and the
missions the Spanish founded that caused the collapse
of the Native American
population. Rather, it was
the white Americans who,
after gold was discovered,
decimated the population
from 150,000 to 30,000,
murdering four in 10 of
those who died after 1845.
Those using Anglosupremacist propaganda to
demonize Spain’s time in
the New World and those
who repeat these half-truths
should understand that by
falsifying this history, they
also hurt modern-day Latino immigrants.

This is not to say that
we should not understand
that those of indigenous
heritage want recognition
and celebration of aspects
of their heritage. Indeed,
such recognition should
be welcomed, but not by
rewriting the historical record to blame Christopher
Columbus for every negative aspect of U.S. history.
The same people who
tout the myth of the evil
Columbus would have us
believe that Native American culture was as good
as Spanish was evil. This
binary approach warps reality. Neither culture was
perfect. And neither should
be totally condemned.
The Aztec built huge
cities and were excellent
astronomers and engineers.
And the Spanish marveled
at the orderly and immense
city of Tenochtitlan when
they encountered it in the
16th century.
But there was more to
the Aztec than advanced

architecture. The Aztecs
also administered a vast
empire, built on a subjugation of neighboring tribes
with — among other horrors
— human sacrifice.
This is not to argue that
the Aztec accomplishments
were not important. They
certainly were, and their
descendants can rightly
be proud of them, but that
civilization too was far from
perfect. In fact, it was their
Native American neighbors, not the Spanish, who
provided an overwhelming
majority of the warriors
needed to overthrow that
empire.
An all-or-nothing view
of history polarizes everything. And ironically, those
who oppose Columbus in
the name of progressive
ideas end up following the
propaganda campaigns of
the Ku Klux Klan and also
of Hugo Chavez, who suppressed the celebration and
replaced it with the Day of
Indigenous Resistance.

THE QUEENS TIMES

PAGE 12

Alliance for Flushing Meadows Corona
Park Presents Free Virtual World’s
Fair History Tour on July 12th!

Sign up now for our next
virtual talk about the 1939 and
1964 World’s Fairs in Flushing
Meadows Corona Park on Zoom.
It’s FREE on Sunday, July
12, from noon to 1:30pm (ET),
but you must register (just your
name and e-mail is needed).
When you register, we will
send you the Meeting ID and
Password for the talk.
It’s a fun way to add to your

day and learn some surprising
things about the two World’s
Fairs which took place right here
in our park.
Space is limited -- the last
tours were extremely popular
and filled up very quickly -- so
please register early.
Visit: http://allianceforfmcp.
org/contact to register for the
free event, and we’ll send you the
Zoom Meeting ID and Password.
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