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Are Deeply-Rooted in America
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Emily Blunt Virtually Hosts 14th Annual American
Institute For Stuttering’s Freeing Voices Changing
Lives Gala Featuring Vice President Joe Biden

by James Lisa
The following are facts about the Italian American Hero Christopher Columbus that all Americans must be made aware of.
For many immigrant groups, especially Italian Americans,
Christopher Columbus and the Columbus statues became deeplyrooted in American History as a public expression of pride,
culture, and identity since 1492, when “Columbus sailed the
ocean blue”. By the way, “America” is a beautiful Italian name.
From 1492 under the employ of Queen Isabella, the Queen
of Spain, Navigator Christopher Columbus set a navigating
standard for all to follow. Later on he and his family became
prominently cemented not only in Italian and Italian American
history but in the history of the world; especially in those areas
that were at one time directly under Spanish rule by spreading
the Catholic faith making indigenous conversions in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic, Columbia and much of North
America during the colonial period from 1492 to 1832, including the present day Mexico, Florida and the Southwestern and
(Continued on page 3)

Schumer and Suozzi Unveil Plan to
Fully Repeal SALT Cap in Next Federal
COVID Legislation

Senate Minority Leader Charles
E. Schumer and Congressman Tom
Suozzi (D-Long Island, Queens)
joined together with local families
to unveil a plan to fully repeal
the cap on the state and local tax
(SALT) deduction in the upcoming federal COVID-4 stimulus
package which is currently being
negotiated in the Senate. Suozzi,
who passed legislation to restore
the SALT deduction in the Housepassed Heroes Act, has been push-

ing to restore the SALT deduction
since it was uprooted from Long
Island and other middle-class communities via the 2017 GOP tax bill.
Today, Schumer joined Suozzi in
saying that it is now time to get this
passed in the Senate. A full press
release regarding today’s press
conference can be found attached
along with picture from the event.
“When it comes to SALT, if you
(Continued on page 3)

The evening featured a personal conversation with Vice President Joe Biden, Emily Blunt, John Hendrickson,
Wayne Brady, Austin Pendleton, and more who participated in a virtual gala.. See story on page 2.

Catholic Academies in Queens and Brooklyn
Are Closing Due to COVID-19 Crisis

St. Mel’s Catholic Academy is one of several Catholic schools in Queens to announce its
permanent closure effective Aug. 31.
Si x Ca tholic academie s in
Queens and Brooklyn are being forced to permanently close
because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Diocese of Brooklyn has

announced that the COVID-19
crisis has caused such a financial
strain on enrollment and finances
that it has made it impossible for
many Catholic Schools in this
region and across the country to
reopen for the coming school year.

The following Catholic Academy’s in Queens will be permanently closed effective Aug. 31;
Our Lady’s Catholic Academy
in South Ozone Park, Our Lady

One Edition for ALL of Queens!

(Continued on page 2)

Visit our website at www.queenstimes.com

THE QUEENS TIMES

PAGE 2

Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -

Catholic Academies in Queens and Brooklyn
Are Closing Due to COVID-19 Crisis
(Continued from page 1)
of Grace in Howard Beach, Holy
Trinity Catholic Academy in Whitestone, and St. Mel’s Catholic Academy. In Brooklyn they are Queen
of the Rosary in Williamsburg and
St. Gregory the Great of Crown
Heights.
“This is an incredibly sad day
for our Catholic community to
have to close these schools, but the
devastation caused by the coronavirus pandemic is insurmountable,”
Superintendent of Schools Thomas
Chadzutko, Ed.D, said. “The difficult decisions come after the intense
analysis of the financial picture of
each academy.”
These schools have seen a collective decline in enrollment over the
last five years, but the registration
totals for the upcoming school year
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are down significantly, largely due
to the massive unemployment and
loss of business that has resulted
from the COVID-19 pandemic.
More than $630,000 in tuition bills
for the past school year remains
outstanding at these schools.
The Diocese of Brooklyn assures
the community that every effort will
be made to help transition affected
students and families to nearby
Catholic academies. To help the
transition, the Diocese, through the
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Trust, will
provide a one-time $500 financial
grant for each child from a closed
school enrolling and attending in a
new Catholic elementary academy
or school in Queens or Brooklyn
this fall, as long as they have met all
of their financial obligations.
For those who meet the financial eligibility, tuition assistance is

available through Futures in Education at www.futuresineducation.
org. Despite the closures, there is
great optimism about the future of
Catholic education in both Queens
and Brooklyn.
“I am saddened to learn the news
that both Holy Trinity Catholic
Academy and St. Mel’s Catholic
Academy will permanently close
this summer due to the financial
impact of the COVID-19 crisis,”
Queens Councilman Paul Vallone
said. “I am concerned to see educational options reduced during such
challenging times for our borough
and our city, which already suffered
from overcrowded schools. I know
the loss of both of these Catholic
academies, which have each taught
generations of northeast Queens
families, will be deeply felt in our
community.”

Emily Blunt Virtually Hosts 14th Annual American
Institute For Stuttering’s Freeing Voices Changing
Lives Gala Featuring Vice President Joe Biden
(Continued from page 1)
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Award-winning actress and
producer, American Institute for
Stuttering Board Member, and
longtime supporter, Emily Blunt
hosted the 14th annual American
Institute for Stuttering’s (AIS)
Benefit Gala, which went virtual this year due to the Covid-19
crisis.
The evening featured a personal
conversation with Vice President
Joe Biden, Emily Blunt and The
Atlantic’s Senior Politics reporter,
John Hendrickson, a life-long
stutterer.
Eric Dinallo, Chairman of the
AIS Board of Directors, said, “we
are privileged to have this illustrious group as champions of AIS.
Vice President Biden has always
been direct about the challenges
that stuttering brings. Emily Blunt
has brought a great deal of important visibility to the issues of stuttering and inclusivity. And, John
Hendrickson has captured in print
the emotional complexities of
people who stutter. We celebrate
their dedication, their candor, and
their leadership.”
Ref lecting how stuttering
impacted his life, Joe Biden said,
“In the end, it will be a gift, it
will have a lot to do with who I
become, have a lot to do with what

I set out to try to do. I always was
the guy who thought I could fix
everything and I think it’s given
me an insight that I wouldn’t have
otherwise had... Remember, you
can make a gigantic difference
in a kid’s life and there’s so many
talented kids out there now that are
part of this organization.”
Emily Blunt also shared her
personal connection to the cause,
“They often think of it as psychological, or that you have a nervous
disposition or something – but it is
hereditary. It is neurological, it is
not your fault and there’s nothing
you can do about it. I just want
kids to really remember that, you
know, and I want the awareness to
be raised about that so that we can
really support these kids and make
it known that it’s very common.”
Longtime AIS supporter, cofounder of The Home Depot, and
owner of both the Atlanta Falcons
and Atlanta United, a Major
League Soccer team, Arthur M.
Blank, shared what the Institute
means to him, “as someone who
stuttered as a child, I know how
it feels to be dismissed because
of the fluency of speech. It’s important that every voice is heard,
which is why I’m proud to support the American Institute for
Stuttering. What really matters is
that you speak your truth, whether

you stutter or not, and believe in
yourself.”
Now, more than ever before,
AIS’ work has become critical
as many clients who stutter have
reported feelings of isolation and
concern about the lack of social interaction that has resulted from the
pandemic. AIS has continued to
provide a supportive sense of community during these very difficult
times. “We expect that as public
awareness of stuttering continues
to increase, we will see a decline
in negative media portrayals and
the still-present mockery and discrimination that people who stutter often unfortunately receive,”
said Dr. Heather Grossman, AIS
Director and therapist.
More than 3 million Americans
and 60 million people worldwide
stutter. AIS offers full and partial
scholarships for its therapy, and
has treated over 10,000 people
across the United States in its 33year history.
The American Institute for
Stuttering offers affordable, stateof-the-art stuttering therapy and
support to people who stutter of
all ages as well as guidance to
their families. AIS also provides
much needed clinical training to
speech-language professionals
and students seeking expertise in
stuttering treatment.

Schumer, Gillibrand Announce Over $6 Million in Federal
Funding For Telehealth Services
U.S. Senate Minority Leader
Charles E. Schumer and U.S.
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand announced $6,211,956 in federal
funding to provide additional
telehealth services for New Yorkers affected by the COVID-19 outbreak. This set of telehealth funding was administered through
the Federal Communications
Commission’s (FCC) COVID-19
Telehealth Program as allocated
by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security Act
(CARES). This federal funding
will be used to purchase telehealth
devices and equipment that will
help expand patient accessibility

to remote health care across New
York State.
“As New York recovers from
COVID-19, it’s imperative that
our hospitals and health centers
have all the tools necessary to
keep the virus at bay,” said Senator Schumer. “This vital funding
for telehealth programs provides
New Yorkers with safe medical
care during our state’s recovery. I
will continue fighting for funding
that hospitals and health centers
need to keep both healthcare
providers and patients safe and
healthy throughout this pandemic
and beyond.”
“Telehealth accessibility is

urgent for New Yorkers as we
prepare for a safe reopening,” said
Senator Gillibrand. “This funding
will help providers purchase critical telehealth equipment to protect
frontline health care workers and
to provide patients with essential
care. I will continue fighting for
resources that ensure all New
Yorkers have access to critical
and safe health services during
this unprecedented health crisis.”
Funding recipients listed below:
Central Region
AccessCNY, $134,286
Long Island Region
(Continued on page 3.
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Christopher Columbus And The Statues of Christopher
Columbus Are Deeply-Rooted in America by James Lisa
(Continued from page 1)
Pacific Coastal regions of the
United States, as well as having
influence over Italy around the
16th century.
His statues are being destroyed
all over again. The hateful defilement of Columbus statues are not
merely vandalism nor are these
actions protected speech. They
are hate crimes, plain and simple,
against those who seek to freely
express their pride in their culture
and the accomplishments of their
forebears. Those elected officials
that seem to support these hate
crimes are historically deprived
and must seek historical truth
before they jump on a bandwagon
defaming the Italian American
community’s hero once more as
if it was again 1840.
Since the 1840s when waves
of European immigrants grew
the ranks of Catholics in the
United States, and along with
that an increasingly anti-Catholic,
anti-immigrant backlash from the
Protestant majority placed Italians directly in the middle of that
discrimination. Catholics were
subject to discrimination, slander,
ridicule, anti-Catholic propaganda
and sometimes mob violence. It
was within this hostile climate
that Father Michael J. McGivney
founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882. He and the founding
Knights chose as the Order’s patron Christopher Columbus, one
of the few Catholics considered a
hero of American history. Father
McGivney believed the explorer
represented both Catholicism
and patriotism at the very root
of America’s heritage, thereby
symbolizing that faithful Catholics also can be solid American
citizens.
Once more in 1915 the Italian
American community was also
targeted by the Ku Klux Klan.
The Klan not only placed under
attack Catholics and Jews, they
also attacked African Americans
and Italian Americans who were
considered the minority groups
and were considered a threat
to the nation’s “Native, White,

Protestant” identity. Columbus
became one of their major targets.
The Klan opposed the observance
of Columbus Day, trying to suppress celebrations of the holiday
at the state level. Klan members
published articles calling Columbus Day a “papal fraud” and even
burned a cross at a Knights of
Columbus observance in Pennsylvania. It is now 2020, 105 years
later, and history is repeating
itself. Columbus is being attacked
again the same way the Italian
community’s hero was attacked
in 1915.
Today the Italian American
community can still hear echoes
of anti-Catholic prejudice in
the modern attacks. The Italian
American community again is under attack by attacking their great
Catholic Navigator who found a
new path to expand Catholicism as
well as trade. Columbus’ sponsorship by Spain introduced Christianity and Western culture to the
lands he discovered, and again
those waves of anti-Columbus
attacks go so far as to say that
Columbus intended nothing good.
However, history shows he had
many positive accomplishments.
We all must learn from history
how not to make the same mistakes, because for every action
there is a reaction. One must remember that 244 years ago those
reactions brought the American
Experiment to where we are today, where we will be tomorrow
and where we are going. The good
that Columbus accomplished is
substantiated by historical facts
that must be relearned.
The following are historical facts that have seemed to be
conveniently forgotten. Most see
slavery as a simple black vs. white
issue. But those who do not realize that in 1860 “Five Civilized
Tribes” of the southeast were
slave owners. The five tribes were
Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw,
Creek, and Seminole and they
participated in the institution of
slavery. Because these tribes were
located outside the sovereignty of
the United States, constitutional
amendments did not apply to

them. No one can hold Columbus
responsible for them becoming
slave owners. The tribes tried to
be the equivalent to that of white
slave owners in Tennessee, a former neighbor of the Chickasaw
Nation and a large slaveholding
state; another historical fact that
everyone should know.
Many Native American Nations
allowed white slaves to earn their
freedom through intermarriage;
the tribes also had strict laws
forbidding any intermarriage
between a Native and a Black
Slave, often punishing those who
married their slaves with banishment from the tribe. How can
Native American Nations point
fingers at the Italian hero Christopher Columbus without everyone
knowing this historical fact?
Having historical knowledge
is extremely important; historical knowledge avoids making the
same historical misrepresentations over and over again. The
lack of knowledge causes some
legislators and people to again
point fingers at and defame Italian
Americas and their hero Columbus by spouting unsubstantiated
facts.
The African American community in their quest searching for
rights that were taken from them
is unintentionally discriminating
against the Italian American community and their hero. Italians are
an ethnic group that understands
adversity because they have and
still experienced having no standing in the United States. They
experienced hangings, tortures,
name calling and the lack of jobs.
As history states, Italians experienced what the African American
community experienced.
All Italians and Italian Americans must get involved in this
never ending battle of discrimination against Italian heroes,
heritage and culture. The Italian
Community must write letters to
and call their City, State and Federal elected officials to let them
know that you want them to protect Columbus Day and Columbus
statues. You can attach this article
to your letter.

Rep. Maloney, House Democrats Call on Secretary Ross to
Immediately Withdraw Unprecedented Political
Appointees at Census Bureau
Senior Democrats sent a letter
calling on Department of Commerce Secretary Wilbur Ross to
immediately withdraw two recent
political appointments to the Census Bureau, Nathaniel Cogley and
Adam Korzeniewski.
This letter is signed by Oversight and Reform Committee
Chairwoman Rep. Carolyn B.
Maloney; Subcommittee on Civil
Rights and Civil Liberties Chairman Rep. Jamie Raskin; Subcommittee on Government Operations
Chairman Rep. Gerald E. Connolly; Vice Chair Rep. Jimmy
Gomez, and Rep. Yvette D. Clarke.
“We are writing to object to the
Trump Administration’s continued
efforts to politicize the Census—
this time by installing a record
number of President Trump’s
political appointees at the upper
echelons of the Census Bureau,

which historically has been run
by a cadre of career, non-partisan
experts,” wrote the Members.
For decades, the Census Bureau
has been run by more than 4,000
career staff and has had no more
than five political appointees.
However, on June 23, Census Bureau Director Steven Dillingham
announced that the Administration had placed two more highly
partisan political appointees into
the upper management of the
Census Bureau, bringing the total
number of political appointees at
the Census Bureau to six.
According to press reports,
since their arrival at the Census
Bureau, Mr. Koreniewski and
Mr. Cogley have “repeatedly
questioned the need for census
operations that focus on accurately
counting the nation’s hardest-toreach residents.”

“Unfortunately, this is only
the latest example of the Trump
Administration’s politicization
of the Census,” wrote the Members. “Even more troubling, the
two individuals appointed to the
Census Bureau, Mr. Korzeniewski
and Mr. Cogley, have engaged
in highly partisan—and in some
cases extremely questionable—activities that make them unsuitable
for positions running the Census
Bureau or executing the 2020
Census.”
For example, last year Mr.
Koreniewski was a paid political
consultant for Joseph Saladino,
a YouTube personality with a
history of racist depictions of
Black people and other extremely
troubling activity. Mr. Cogley
is a political scientist who wrote
(Continued on page 9)

PAGE 3

Statement From CM Paul Vallone on
The Announced Closure of Two
Whitestone Catholic Academies
“I am saddened to learn the news
that both Holy Trinity Catholic
Academy and St. Mel’s Catholic
Academy will permanently close
this summer due to the financial
impact of the COVID-19 crisis. I
am concerned to see educational
options reduced during such chal-

lenging times for our borough
and our city, which already suffered from overcrowded schools.
I know the loss of both of these
local Catholic Academies, which
have each taught generations of
Northeast Queens families, will
be deeply felt in our community.”

Gillibrand Cosponsors Legislation to
Provide Resources For Senior Housing
Facilities to Protect Older Adults Amidst
Covid-19 Pandemic
U. S. Se n a t o r K i r s t e n
Gillibrand, member of the Senate
Aging Committee, cosponsored
legislation to ensure senior housing facilities have the resources
needed to keep older adults safe
during the coronavirus pandemic.
The Emergency Housing Assistance for Older Adults Act would
provide $1.2 billion for two critical
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) housing assistance programs for older adults
to ensure that federally-assisted
senior housing facilities can keep
vulnerable older adults safely
housed and protected during the
pandemic.
“This pandemic has caused
steep and unique barriers for older
Americans, especially those living
in federally-assisted housing,”
said Senator Gillibrand. “It is our
job as public servants to protect
our most vulnerable and we must
ensure that low-income seniors are
safely housed during this crisis.
We must do more to protect our
older adults, and that includes
providing funding and resources
to senior housing facilities which

have struggled to access the desperately needed resources to combat COVID-19. I’m proud to join
Senator Menendez’s legislation
to ensure everyone has a safe and
secure place to call home during
these challenging times.”
The average age of residents in
Section 202 properties for older
adults is 79, putting many at high
risk for contracting COVID-19.
Funding for senior housing facilities are critical to provide necessary PPE, staffing capability,
and other resources to keep older
Americans safe. The Emergency
Housing Assistance for Older
Adults Act of 2020 would provide
$1.2 billion to the Section 202
Supportive Housing for the Elderly and Section 8 Project-Based
Rental Assistance programs to
ensure providers have the resources to keep senior residents in
HUD-assisted housing safe. That
includes $845 million for obtaining PPE, cleaning and disinfecting
properties, hiring additional staff
and providing rental assistance.
(Continued on page 11)

Schumer, Gillibrand Announce Over
$6 Million in Federal Funding . . .
(Continued from page 2)
Central Nassau Guidance and
Counseling Services, $513,403
Family Ser vice League,
$239,346
Stony Brook University Hospital, $966,026
North Country Region
Families First, $26,997
Western Region
Tri County’s Family Medicine
Program, $60,009
Hudson Valley Region

Hudson Valley Regional Community Health Center, $342,449
Mental Health Association of
Rockland, $69,636
New York Presbyterian Hudson
Valley Hospital, $713,611
New York City Region
The Bridge, $440,875
Icahn School of Medicine,
$923,487
Memorial Hospital for Cancer
and Allied Diseases, $781,831
New York PresbyterianQueens, $1,000,000

Schumer and Suozzi Unveil Plan to
Fully Repeal SALT Cap in Next Federal
COVID Legislation
(Continued from page 1)

think Long Islanders needed and
deserved this money before the
coronavirus took hold, the stakes
are even higher now because the
cap is costing this community
tens-of-thousands of dollars they
could be using amid the crisis,”
said U.S. Senator Charles Schumer.
“That is why I am announcing, I
will push to insert language the
House passed, and Rep. Suozzi
here authored, to restore our full
SALT deduction in the upcoming
coronavirus legislation under negotiation right now. We need to bring
our federal dollars back home and

cushion the blow this virus –and
this harmful SALT cap--has dealt
so many homeowners and families
locally.”
“The cap on SALT deductions
has been a body blow to New
York families,” said Congressman
Suozzi. “The full SALT deduction must be restored. Without
the full SALT deduction families
will leave New York and the last
thing we need in the midst of the
health and economic devastation of
coronavirus is to lose our residents
and taxpayers. Senator Schumer is
once again demonstrating how he
always fights for Long Island and
New York families.”
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Comptroller Stringer Calls on Congress to Invest
$50 Billion in Child Care Programs

New York City Comptroller
Scott M. Stringer sent a letter to
Senate Majority Leader Mitch
McConnell and House of Representatives Speaker Nancy Pelosi
calling for an investment of at
least $50 billion in a Child Care
Stabilization Fund, as proposed
in the Child Care Is Essential Act.
Comptroller Stringer underscored
the urgent need to stabilize child
care programs on the brink of collapse due to sharply rising costs
amid the COVID-19 pandemic
and plummeting revenues with
enrollment down on average by
67 percent.
The Comptroller spotlights that
less than a third of child care businesses in New York City received
U.S. Department of the Treasury
Paycheck Protection Program
(PPP) loans, among the lowest
rates of receipt of any industry
across the five boroughs, and according to a new national survey,
an alarming 82 percent, or four in
five, of child care programs expect
to be closed in 2021.
Comptroller Stringer stressed
that permanent closures of this
scale would have a devastating
impact on New York City as a
whole, hurting working families,
especially frontline workers and
women of color, and any chance
for an equitable economic recovery.
The full letter is below
Dear Leader McConnell and
Speaker Pelosi:
I write today to implore you,
as leaders of your respective parties and chambers in Congress, to
ensure that the next coronavirus
stimulus package includes an investment of at least $50 billion for
a Child Care Stabilization Fund,
as proposed in the Child Care Is
Essential Act (S.3874/H.R.7027).
As the chief financial officer of
New York City, the largest municipal economy in the United States
and for months the epicenter of the
nation’s fight against COVID-19,
I know we will not be able to
“restart” our economy or realize
an equitable recovery if we do not
target more resources toward stabilizing the child care workforce,
many of whom have been on the
frontlines of this deadly virus – at
great cost to themselves and their
families. And as a parent of two
young boys, I know firsthand how
critical a safe, consistent child care
arrangement is to our children’s
healthy development, especially
during these difficult times, and
to our ability to work to continue
to provide for our children. Any
relief package that fails to recog-

nize these foundational needs will
do irreparable harm to working
families in New York City, and
across the country.
For decades, government, at all
levels, has largely ignored child
care, leaving it to individual families to try to make it work and find
an option they can afford from a
market starved for resources. The
fruits of that disinvestment have
long been on display in the forms
of gender and racial inequity in the
labor market, persistent achievement gaps among children, and
low early educator pay, but they
are magnified now, with families
facing immense financial pressures and a real need for additional
income at the same time that the
child care sector is on the brink
of collapse. To be clear: the math
didn’t work without public investment before the pandemic. Now,
it’s an impossible equation.
According to a recent national
survey of child care programs by
the National Association for the
Education of Young Children, 86
percent of providers are caring
for fewer children than they were
pre-COVID, with enrollment
down on average 67 percent.
Given that most programs rely
on private tuition from families
to cover expenses, sometimes in
addition to limited government
subsidies, under-enrollment has
resulted in decreasing revenues.
Unfortunately, this is happening
at the same time that expenses
are rising. The vast majority of
respondents in that same survey
are paying more out of pocket
for cleaning supplies and PPE,
with child care centers spending
upwards of $3,000 more on average each month. This is consistent
with what my office is hearing
from New York City providers,
who are in some cases having to
spend many thousands of dollars
just in preparation to reopen with
the necessary safety precautions
in place.
Meanwhile, financial assistance
for the sector – and for families in
need of care – has to date fallen
far short of the need. According to
an analysis of U.S. Department of
the Treasury Paycheck Protection
Program (PPP) loan data by my
office, less than a third of child
care businesses in New York
City received PPP loans, among
the lowest rates of receipt of any
industry across our five boroughs.
And while I remain appreciative
of the $3.5 billion allocated to
states to help stabilize the child
care sector that was included in
the CARES Act, the $164 million
distributed to New York in April
is nowhere near enough to cover
the expenses providers are incurring to meet new health and safety
guidelines, let alone to deliver
the financial assistance families
need in this moment to be able to
afford quality care. The Center for
Law and Social Policy, National
Women’s Law Center, and Aaron
Sojourner estimate that $9.6 billion in new federal funding is
needed each month just to sustain
the existing system.
Child care programs in New
York City are committed to providing high-quality and safe care
to the children of families who

need their services amid this pandemic—indeed, family child care
and emergency programs have
been open for business across the
city throughout the crisis—but
they operate on the slimmest of
margins in good times and simply do not have the resources to
continue operating with these
additional costs. It is no surprise
to me, then, that only 18 percent
of child care programs nationwide
expect to be open in a year. Put
another way, four in five programs
may be closed come 2021.
Permanent closures of this scale
would have a devastating impact
on New York City’s economy
and take away any chance of an
equitable recovery. And it will
be women, and women of color
in particular, who will be disproportionately harmed if we do
not act as they comprise the vast
majority of the educators at risk
of unemployment, as well as the
single parents and secondary earners who will be forced to navigate
exceedingly complex schedules,
reduce their work hours, or leave
the workforce altogether to assume additional unpaid care
responsibilities. Our businesses
and our economy will suffer for it.
A commitment of $50 billion
in federal stimulus for child care
is an overdue and necessary down
payment on the communities who
have carried our local economies
on their backs for years – and
have gotten too little in return.
It is one of the best investments
we can make, and one that this
moment demands. Fortunately,
existing legislation, the Child Care
Is Essential Act, offers a roadmap
for establishing a Child Care
Stabilization Fund to distribute
these dollars to states. The bill,
introduced in the U.S. Senate and
U.S. House of Representatives by
Senator Patty Murray and Representative Rosa DeLauro respectively, would provide grants to
child care programs to cover fixed
and COVID-related expenses and
should be immediately advanced
to sustain the sector during the
pandemic.
In the longer term, it is critical that Congress significantly
increase annual appropriations
for care. Prior to the current crisis,
my office reported that nearly half
of New York City neighborhoods
were infant care deserts, having
capacity for less than 20 percent
of neighborhood children under
two, and only seven percent of
infants and toddlers were in any
publicly-funded care at all. So
while we take steps to preserve
the supply we do have, we must
not forget that we were already
failing parents and providers and
that there is much more work to
do. More federal resources will
be needed in the coming months
and years if we are to ever realize
a system of care that offers truly
universal access to quality settings
and dignified, living wages for
all caregivers, among our most
essential workers.
Thank you for your attention
to this important issue. My office
stands ready to assist in these efforts in any way moving forward.
Sincerely, Scott M. Stringer, New
York City Comptroller
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Schumer, Gillibrand Announce Over
$178 Million In Anti-Terrorism
Funding For NYC
And Over $12 Million In Nonprofit Security Grants For
138 Nyc Area Nonprofit Organizations, Greatest Funding
Amount Nationwide And The Largest Number Of Grants Ever
Awarded To The Nyc Area In Program History
U.S. Senate Democratic
Leader Charles E. Schumer and
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
today announced that the New
York City area has been awarded
$178,750,000 in federal funding through the Urban Area
Security Initiative (UASI), the
highest total in the nation. This
funding is administered by the
U.S. Department of Homeland
Security’s Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).
The UASI program provides
funding to address the unique
needs of high-threat, high-density
urban areas by helping to prevent,
protect against, mitigate, respond
to, and recover from acts of terrorism. Schumer and Gillibrand
also announced a nation-highest
$73,968,000 in State Homeland
Security Program (SHSP) funding
for all of New York, which will
help state government implement
anti-terrorism strategies outside
of New York City.
FEMA will deliver $12,690,198
in vital grants to 138 high-risk
nonprofit organizations in the
New York City area through
their Nonprofit Security Grant
Program, which helps religious
schools, JCCs, sy nagog ues,
churches, and other places of
worship enhance their security.
This is the largest NSGP–UA
allocation in the nation and the
highest number of applications
funded in the New York City area
in program history. This follows
a focused push by Schumer and
Gillibrand earlier this year to
increase program funding and to
get FEMA and DHS to hold webinars on the Nonprofit Security
Grant Program to help New York
City nonprofits apply for funding. This effort culminated in a
February workshop co-hosted by
Schumer and Gillibrand’s offices,
where senior representatives from
FEMA, NYS DHSES, and CISA
provided critical guidance on applying for NSGP grants.
“We began this year resolved to
act after a series of reprehensible
anti-Semitic attacks in and around
New York City. With all forms of
bigotry on the rise, it has never
been more important to make
sure that New Yorkers gathering
in houses of worship, dropping
their kids off at school, and visiting their local JCC or any other
faith-based community center are
protected from any harm,” said
Senator Schumer. “Federal security programs like UASI, SHSP,

and NSGP form the cornerstone
of effective preparedness against
terror threats and hate crimes.
That’s why I’m so proud that New
York is receiving the lion’s share
of these resources, which will go
a long way towards protecting
all New Yorkers. But our work is
far from over: we must continue
to confront head-on the poisonous prejudice and ignorance that
motivates these attacks. Only then
can we overcome them.”
“In recent months, we have
seen countless acts of terror, bigotry, and hate across the nation.
As one of the most populated
states in the country, New York
has been the target of persistent
domestic terrorism and a growing
spate of anti-Semitic violence,”
said Senator Gillibrand. “This
critical funding will ensure that
nonprofit organizations, schools,
and places of worship are protected and have the resources
needed to enhance their security
and help prevent attacks. No one
should ever have to live in fear and
I promise to continue fighting for
the funding our state, cities, and
communities need to make sure
every New Yorker is safe.”
The Nonprofit Security Grant
Program (NSGP) helps nonprofits, like churches and synagogues,
prepare for and mitigate against
a potential terrorist attack by
providing critical funding to
support physical security enhancements to locations that are
at high risk of a terrorist attack.
This program has improved efforts to keep at-risk nonprofit
organizations safe by promoting
emergency preparedness coordination and collaboration activities
between public and private community representatives, as well as
with state and local government
agencies. Synagogues, churches,
mosques, schools and other faithbased community centers, like
JCCs, are just a few examples of
nonprofit organizations that can
apply for NSGP funds.
The FY 2020 Homeland Security Grant Program (HSGP) is
composed of three related grant
programs: State Homeland Security Program (SHSP), Urban Area
Security Initiative (UASI), and
Operation Stonegarden (OPSG).
HSGP provides grant funding to
help state and local governments
obtain the resources required to
protect against, mitigate, respond
to, and recover from acts of terrorism and other catastrophic events.
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 7/16/20 - 7/22/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Turn your present relationship
around or start a new one. Either
way, you’re up for a passionate
encounter with some one special.
Your lucky numbers are 2,4,9

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Leave things as they are! Older relatives may be a burden.
Do what you can to help them
but don’t neglect your own family. Your lucky numbers are 1,4,9.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Recognition will be yours if you
meet your deadline. Your mate,
however, may not be too pleased
with you. Your lucky numbers
are 1,6,4

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Clear up domestic chores that
have remained undone for some
time. You will find that friends
or relatives may not understand
your needs. Your lucky numbers
are 4,9,1.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
If you’re uncertain of your feelings, keep your opinions to yourself. Taking on too much won’t
help the situation. Your lucky
number is 5,7,8
CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Your added discipline will enable
you to complete some of those
unfinished projects. Try not to get
into disputes. Your lucky numbers
are 9,4,6
LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Set aside any decisions regarding your personal till next week.
Ask family members for help and
you will be able to handle any
problems. Your lucky numbers
are 4,3,8.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Get involved in self improvement
programs. You can have an enjoyable time if you socialize with
friends. Your lucky numbers are
5,4,9.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You could experience delays in
shipments or mail, and should
be careful while traveling. You
may need to lend an ear to an
old friend. Your lucky numbers
are 8,4,7.

There’s only one letter that
doesn’t appear in any U.S. state
name.
You’ll find a Z (Arizona), a J
(New Jersey), and even two X’s
(New Mexico and Texas)—but
not a single Q
Armadillo shells are bulletproof
In fact, one Texas man was
hospitalized when a bullet he shot
at an armadillo ricocheted off the
animal and hit him in the jaw.
Octopuses lay 56,000 eggs at
a time
The mother spends six months
so devoted to protecting the eggs
that she doesn’t eat. The babies
are the size of a grain of rice when
they’re born.
That tiny pocket in jeans was
designed to store pocket watches

www.queenstimes.com

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Funny
Stuff

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Don’t discuss your personal life
with others. Put all your energy
into moneymaking ventures. Your
lucky numbers are 6,7,3.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You can find solutions if you are
willing to communicate. Don’t
be taken advantage of by fast
talking salesperson trying to part
you from your cash. Your lucky
numbers are 3,2,7.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Make an effort to finalizing personal papers. You could be blind
to the defects of those you love.
Your lucky numbers are 3,7,8.

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles
“Try & Find”

POPULAR PASTAS
“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Mushrooms
Nood les
Ol ive s
Onions
Oregano

SUDOKU

Did You
Know?

TRY AND FIND

Cheese
Lasagna
Linguini
Macaroni
Manicotti
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Orzo
Parmesan
R av iol i
R icotta
R igatoni

Salt
Sauce
Ziti
Spaghetti
Wheels

ACROSS
1. Exchange
6. Collection of maps
11. Varnish ingredient
12. To frown or wrinkle
15. Not on target
16. Shirkers
17. Years
18. Killer wave
20. Poetic dusk
21. Monster
23. Adult male sheep
24. Scottish hillside
25. Guns an engine
26. Sponge
27. Beers
28. Angers
29. Terminate
30. Sword
31. Amuse
34. Habits
36. Arrive (abbrev.)
37. Retained
41. Ow!
42. Quaint outburst
43. Always
44. Bit of dust
45. Coalition
46. Prong
47. Total
48. Candidly
51. East Indian tree
52. Pamphlets
54. Artists’ workstands
56. Subjugate
57. A hard kind of stone
58. Tweaked
59. Cantankerous

DOWN
1. Set off
2. Set aside
3. Donkey
4. Weight loss plan
5. Terminates
6. Burning
7. Trolleys
8. Hubs
9. Arctic bird
10. Smiled contemptuously
13. Fold
14. Feudal worker 15. New Zealand
native
16. Crimson-flowered plants
19. Pee
22. Gist
24. Bed covering
26. Dampens
27. Anagram of “Ail”
30. A lyric poet
32. Greatest possible
33. Path
34. Made from sheep’s hair 35. Outlive
38. Apparent
39. Punishment
40. Journeys
42. Jubilant
44. Man
45. Diacritical mark
48. Custard dessert
49. Not right
50. Harvard rival
53. Grippe
55. Female sib

www.queenstimes.com

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com Click on PUZZLES...
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PUNJABI CUISINE WILL THAI YOU OVER
by Merle Exit
You would not expect ethnic
restaurants that feature a name
of a country such as Italy, China,
Israel, or Russia to each serve the
same cuisine. With several areas
of China and nearby countries,
for instance, what is featured on
a menu depends upon the region,
the owner, or where the chef is
from and the various herbs and
spices being used.
This is also the same with Indian cuisine. Richi Rich Palace,
located at 110-19 Atlantic Avenue
in Richmond Hill, serves Punjab
Indian cuisine as well as Chinese
and Thai. Punjabi cuisine is a
style originating in the Punjab
region’s northern part of the subcontinent of India, now divided
in an Indian and a Pakistani areas
and features Tandoori cooked
food. I’ll get to the Chinese and
Thai later.
Neither pork nor beef is used,
which I guess takes care of body
Hindus and Muslims. Chicken.
goat, and lamb only. In regards to
fish, items seem to be salmon and
shrimp. I will first share some of
the menu, as it has been updated
from their website or delivery
service.
In case you are not familiar
with a tandoor, it is a circular clay
oven. Breads are baked slapping
the dough to the side. They are
made with either regular white
flour or whole wheat some being
filled such as the Chicken Keema
Kalcha. Try one of their “puffy”
offerings or you can easily have
plain roti or a butter naan.
Chutneys are available for either dipping the bread or perhaps
as an additional flavor to the food.
The two that are offered are:
tamarind (for a bit of sweetness)
and “green “. I am told that much
of the eating etiquette is based
on using your hands rather than
utensils. I would imagine that the
bread is used to scoop up the food.
Richi Rich Palace presents
several appetizers. Two of the
items that I chose were the Housemade Spring rolls (for a taste of
Thai) and Samosa Chaat, which
is more like a large deconstructed
Samosa.
I tend to get Tandoori Chicken
being the most mild of Indian
spices. Lamb chops and lemon
salmon seemed like a better alternative. Lamb chops are coated
with many spices prior to being
cooked. Each chop has a piece of
aluminum around the end affording the opportunity to eat like a
“lollipop.”
Many of the Iconic Indian entrees have a base price and then
allows you to end a protein ,if you
wish. Richi Rich Palace has a
great reputation for their Chicken
Tikka Masala with its tomato and
yogurt sauce that provides the
richness. There are both many
vegetarian and non-vegetarian
choices on the menu.
Another section of the menu is
labeled “Desi Entrees”, with other
the Goat Curry are vegetarian and
labeled as being Punjabi.
It’s all about the spices and
cooking method when it comes to
Thai cuisine. Lemongrass is utilized as well. Many of the items
use a different curry. The most
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popular non-curry item is Pad
Thai with its base of rice noodles.
I was curious about one particular
item known as Hakka Noodles. I
had written an article about the
Hakka people in regards to these
Chinese “wanderers” who were
escaping from midland China.
Although many went to Taiwan,
there were others that migrated to
other Eastern regions, including
Thailand.
Biryani is another popular
Indian dish. It is also based and
gives you an added choice of
chicken, shrimp, goat and lamb,
of which I opted to try.
Sweet desserts include: gulab
jamon, wheat based in a honey
sauce; ras malai, creamy cheese
balls; and kheer (rice pudding) I
am also told that they make their
own fresh cheese.
To be fair, I will now give
you my opinion. I steer away
from Indian cuisine due to being
somewhat allergic to cumin and
do not have much of a tolerance
for “hot” food which tends to burn
my mouth and not allow me to
taste and enjoy it. Prior to order-

ing I asked the manager if the food
can be prepared for my liking and
told that he would do so. I know
there was cumin in two of the
dishes, and accept for the Takka
noodles, everything was too peppery for me. I could not enjoy
any of what I wanted to sample.
Too bad as everything looked so
appealing. In fact, the pepper in
each of the items seemed to be the
same. When I got back with the
manager I was now told that these
spices are part of the cuisine and
yes, I did have a reaction to both
the pepper and cumin.
Can spices be eliminated? It
really depends upon the restaurant. Some years back I went to an
Indian restaurant in Manhattan.
There is a glass enclosed room in
the basement with a huge variety
of herbs and spices which allowed
the chef to choose a mixture. I
had no problem enjoying my
meal. I went with two people that
absolutely love spicy hot food and
enjoyed their hot time.
Perhaps a few glasses of mango
lassi, would have calmed what is
not my burning desire.
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Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato Distributes PPE and
Census Information Throughout District
Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens)
distributed hundreds of masks,
gallons of hand sanitizer, and
information about the census
th roughout her district. The
materials were distributed to the
Nativity BVM Church in Ozone
Park, the St. Mary’s Star of the
Sea Church, and Food Pantry in
Far Rockway, and at a census sign
up event in Bayswater.
“As churches, temples, mosques
and other houses of worship open
more in Phase Three, I want to
make sure I’m doing my part to
help people participate,” Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato
said. “Additionally, it was great
to partner with the Rockaway
Nassau Safety Patrol to go to
undercounted communities in my
district and talk about the census
– we need to get counted to make
our voices heard!”
Assemblywoman Stacey

Pheffer Amato has distributed
gallons of hand sanitizer, and
hundreds of masks to various
religious institutions, businesses, and individuals across her
district. To request masks and hand

sanitizer, a voter registration
form, or information about the
census, please email amatos@
nyassembly.gov or call Pheffer
Amato’s District Office at 718945-9550.

where residents lined up patiently
near the parking lot. The Fresh
Meadows event took place near
the AMC Fresh Meadows theater.
At both events, all workers wore
face coverings and maintained
social distance; residents picked
up their packets and then quickly
went on their way to avoid crowding together.
The council member has been
supplying residents and institutions within the district with

free masks and sanitizer since
the beginning of the pandemic,
partnering with local organizations including Commonpoint
Sam Field Center, Bayside Senior
Center, SNAP Senior Center,
JASA Holliswood Senior Center,
India Home, Transitional Services
for New York, NAIR Benevolent
Association, Kerala Cultural Association, Gurdwara Sant Sagar,
Queens Baptist Church, and
Queens Centers for Progress.

Summer at the Drive-In: The Sandlot and Grease
Double Feature!
Get your tickets at: https://www.
commonpointqueens.org/event/
summer-at-the-drive-in/
Our first Summer Drive-In
Movie Night was such an overwhelming success that we’re
hosting our next event on Sunday,
July 19th…and this time it’s a
double-feature! We will be showing The Sandlot at 8:30pm and
Grease at 11:00pm at Leonard’s
Palazzo located at 555 Northern
Blvd, Great Neck, NY 11021.
$35 per car for one movie and
$60 for both.
Tickets must be purchased
in advance, no payments will
be accepted on the night of the
event (except for food - see our
menu below!). All proceeds will
go towards the Commonpoint
Queens Food Pantry, helping to
provide fresh groceries and hot
meals for seniors and community

Attorney General James Stops Sales of
“Ghost Guns” Into New York

17 Websites to Stop Selling
Partially Built Firearms Components, in Aid of Violation of
State Assault Weapons Ban

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik Gives Out Sanitizer
And Thousands of Face Masks Across Eastern Queens
Council Member Barry S.
Grodenchik has distributed thousands of free masks and hundreds
of bottles of hand sanitizer across
Eastern Queens, including at
recent grab and go events in Glen
Oaks and Fresh Meadows, in an
effort to keep local residents safe
from the novel coronavirus.
All together, the council
member, along with his staff and
volunteers, provided over 4,000
packages at the two events, each
package filled with five folded
masks; residents also picked up
500 two-ounce containers of NYS
Clean Hand Sanitizer. Both events
drew hundreds of people.
“Masks and hand sanitizer
have been proven to help protect
people from catching the virus,”
said Council Member Barry S.
Grodenchik, who recovered from
COVID-19 in March. “The city
and state have provided these
supplies, which I am distributing
to keep our community safe and
healthy.”
The Glen Oaks giveaway
occurred outside Key Food in
the Glen Oaks shopping center,

PAGE 7

members in need.
Hot food including Hamburgers ($5), Hot Dogs ($4) Hot Pretzels ($3), Caramel stuffed churros

($4), Fresh popcorn $3, Cotton
candy ($3) and Drinks will be
available for sale by Leonard’s
Palazzo.

New York Attorney General
Letitia James today announced
that 17 websites that manufacture
and/or sell firearms or firearms
components have ceased selling
nearly complete assault weapons
into New York state, after she
directed the companies behind
these websites to do so last year.
In September 2019, Attorney General James sent cease and desist
letters to these companies, each
of which was selling incomplete
weaponry pieces that could be
easily assembled into illegal assault weapons. The possession,
manufacture, and sale of assault
weapons is illegal in New York,
but these companies have been
providing the means to violate the
state’s assault weapons ban. These
companies often specif ically
advertise their products in a way
to evade law enforcement with
phrases like, “If they don’t know
you have it, they can’t take it.”
“Ghost guns are built, marketed, and sold for one reason and one
reason alone — to evade detection of dangerous weapons,” said
Attorney General James. “These
companies were selling our state’s
residents the components to build
illegal assault weapons that would
endanger each and every New
Yorker. Today, as the coronavirus
continues to rage across our state
and the rest of the nation, gun sales
are at new highs, so the last thing
we need to do is to allow more
illegal assault weapons to flood
our already saturated streets. We
will continue to fight against the
proliferation of ghost guns and
assault weapons that only cause
death and destruction.”
The 17 sites were selling unfinished lower receivers — composed
of either metal or plastic — which
hold the upper, lower, and rear
portions of a semiautomatic rifle
together and are responsible for
the actual “firing” of the bullet.
Aside from a fully assembled
firearm, the lower receiver is the
only piece that is independently
considered a firearm and is thus
subject to federal regulation. However, an incomplete lower receiver
— lacking certain holes, slots, or
cavities — is not considered a
firearm. The companies operating these websites have specifically been marketing their lower
receivers as “80%” complete, in
order to evade federal regulations.
Purchasers on these websites must
only make a few small changes
with a common drill press to
transform an unfinished receiver
into a fully operational one. That’s
why many of these sellers also sell
specialized jigs — or stencil-like
precision tools that help guide a

drill press — that are specifically
designed to aid the milling process
for a lower receiver. Once milled,
the receiver may be readily assembled into a fully-assembled,
illegal assault weapon, typically
unregistered and not branded with
a serial number. As a result, sellers
frequently refer to these products
as “ghost guns” because they are
virtually untraceable. They do
not require that the buyer hold a
federal firearms license or submit
to a background check.
In her cease and desist letters,
Attorney General James stated
that these sellers were unlawfully
promoting the possession of illegal
weapons and did not adequately
warn consumers that manufacturing or assembling an assault
weapon in New York state is illegal, which could subject them
to disgorgement, restitution, and
penalties of up to $5,000 for each
violation. The websites have now
enacted technical changes to prohibit orders into New York state
or posted prominent disclosures
that inform customers that they
will not ship into New York, or a
combination of both.
Attorney General James has
made the removal of ghost guns in
New York a priority while in office. In January, Attorney General
James and a coalition of attorneys
general filed a lawsuit challenging the Trump Administration’s
efforts to allow 3D-printed gun
files to be released on the internet.
These files would allow anyone
to go online to simply use easily,
downloadable files with specifications for particular guns, including AR-15s, and then manufacture
unregistered and untraceable 3Dprinted firearms, in essence, another type of ghost gun. In March,
Attorney General James and the
coalition secured a preliminary
injunction that stopped the Trump
Administration from continuing
to evade enforcement of the law
as it is currently written. And in
April — as the coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) continued
to spread across the nation and the
proliferation of guns increased as
well, Attorney General James and
the coalition urged U.S. Secretary
of State Michael Pompeo and U.S.
Attorney General William Barr
to enforce federal laws and stop
companies from disseminating
dangerous files for 3D-printed
gun files on the internet.
The Office of the Attorney
General (OAG) has, for years,
been at the forefront of combatting
the proliferation of ghost guns.
In September 2015, the OAG announced a 32-count indictment in
“Operation Ghostbuster,” which
marked the first state law enforcement agency in the nation to indict, and subsequently prosecute,
individuals on charges of assembling and selling ghost guns.
Additionally, in January 2019,
the OAG announced a 41-count
indictment in “Operation PunchOut,” where a ghost gun was one
of a number of firearms retrieved
and an individual was prosecuted.
Separately, last month, Attorney
General James took legal action in
a California case to ensure states
maintain the right to use various
means to protect their residents
from gun violence
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IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
Queens agencies continue to
offer chances to enjoy the Great
Indoors this week. Live music,
dance, author talks, films, workshops, science experiments, and
tours are a few clicks away this
upcoming week.
● July 17, Reverse Shot Happy
Hour, 5 pm. The editors and writers of the Museum of the Moving
Image’s “Reverse Shot” magazine
discuss cinema. Co-editors and
founders Michael Koresky and
Jeff Reichert host with longtime
contributor Farihah Zaman.
● July 17, Judy Carmichael, 7
pm. The Queensborough Performing Arts Center streams a concert
with this Grammy-nominated
pianist/vocalist who does favorites from the Great American
Songbook and jazz. She loves
to tell stories so expect to hear
why Count Basie nicknamed her
“Stride.” A Q&A session follows.
● July 17, Classic Indian Choreography, 4 pm. The Queensboro
Dance Festival continues with
Vivarta Arts-Preya Patel doing
traditional Kathak dance.
● July 17, Engineering with Paper, 1 pm. Lewis Latimer House
Museum’s Summer STEM program continues with a workshop
on engineering with paper, tape,
and scissors. Transform ordinary
supplies into fun projects.
● July 18, Boulevard Film Festival, July 25. Fourteen selected
shorts on a wide range of topics
with a concluding Q&A with filmmakers on July 25 at 7 pm.
● July 18, Concert for Cuba, July
19. Flushing Town Hall co-presents a two-day Facebook watch
party with Orquesta Aragón,
Susana Baca, Los Van Van, and
other great Latin performers.
● July 18, Radioactive, July 19.
Free preview screenings of this
movie on Nobel Prize-winning
scientist Marie Curie and a conversation with actress Rosamund
Pike and filmmaker Marjane
Satrapi, July 18 at 1 pm and July
19 and 8 pm.
● July 18, Jim Henson’s World:
Creature Makers, 7 pm. Museum
of the Moving Image Director of
Curatorial Affairs Barbara Miller
leads a discussion on the shop that
created characters from Sesame
Street, The Muppets, Fraggle
Rock, The Dark Crystal, and other
productions.
●
July 20, The Past, Present,
& Future of Space Flight, 4 pm.
To celebrate the 51st anniversary
of the Apollo 11 moon landing,
NASA Solar System Ambassador
Jessica Cimini-Samuels hosts a
virtual program on the history of
manned space flight, including
the Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, and
Shuttle Programs.
●
July 20, Victorian Paper
Blooms, 4 pm. King Manor Museum streams a workshop on making Victorian paper flowers for a
garden bouquet or garland, using
whatever is at home. The program
includes a live, interactive, familyfriendly Q&A with a historian and
educator on 19th century handicrafts and social culture.
●
July 20, Movement, 4 pm.
The Queensboro Dance Festival
continues with Barbara Mahler
Dances and her “Movement Research.”

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
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43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

●
July 20, Everyday Science
Superheroes, July 24. The Alley Pond Environmental Center
zooms interactive discussions, science experiments, animal encounters, and a daily nature connection
that focuses on female scientists
who are making the world cleaner,
greener, and healthier. Sessions
run from 11 am to noon.
● July 20, Animals Around The
World, July 24. The Alley Pond
Environmental Center leads a
workshop on critters from Africa,
Asia, Australia, North America,
and South America. Sessions are
from 10 am to 10:30 am.
● July 20, Animal Senses, July
24. Alley Pond Environmental
Center employees teach about
the different types of senses that
animals have. Classes run from
12:30 pm to 1:30 pm.
● July 21, Jug Music, 7 pm. The
Live at the Gantries concert series
continues with The Salt Cracker
Crazies and their bone-rattling,
floor-shaking, gut-thumping jug
music. They sing about unicorns,
fireworks, and all sorts of partyrelated themes. Expect audiences
to dance in their living rooms.
●
July 22, A Fair Shake For
Youth, 9 pm. The Queens World
Film Festival’s weekly series
continues with a tribute to a nonprofit that provides therapy dogs
to middle school students so they
develop empathy and patience.
A conversation and films about
children and animals.
● July 22, Laura Ortman, 7 pm.
Live performances accompany the

“Monuments Now” exhibition at
Socrates Sculpture Park. In this
case, Ortman, who is of White
Mountain Apache heritage, performs violin on Instagram, Zoom,
and Facebook.
● July 23, Apollo and the Odyssey, 7 pm. This Museum of the
Moving Image conversation explores the cultural and scientific
points of intersection, influence,
and competition between the
U.S. space program and Stanley
Kubrick’s film “2001: A Space
Odyssey,” supplemented by rare
archival footage and images.
●
July 23, Ripped From The
Headlines, 4 pm. Queens Public
Library hosts a talk with Harold
Schechter, a crime writer and
Queens College English professor
emeritus. His new book is about
real-life, headline-making serial
murderers, thrill-hungry couples,
and lady-killers who inspired a
century of classic films.
● July 23, Artist Conversation,
1 pm. SculptureCenter Director
of Exhibitions and Programs Kyle
Dancewicz moderates a conversation with artists Qais Assali and
David De Hannay and filmmaker
Jose Luis Benavides.
●
July 23, Seen and Unseen:
From Paper to Stone, 2 pm. This
monthly virtual tour is for adults
who are blind or have low vision.
They enjoy interactive experiences with Isamu Noguchi’s art and
educators. This month’s program
explores the contrast between two
important materials in Noguchi’s
repertoire: paper and stone.
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Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato Sponsors Bill
Requiring Swimming Education in New York State Schools
Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens)
introduced legislation (A.10256)
that would require swimming
education in all New York City
and State public schools. The
legislation comes in light of numerous drownings and aquatic
fatalities throughout the state of
New York, specifically on the
Rockaway Beach coastline, which
were highlighted in an Article in
the New York Times[1].

“Swim safety and education
has never been more crucial,”
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer
Amato said. “The vast majority
of drownings and deaths on our
beaches could be prevented by
instilling swimming safety and
aquatic education lessons in our
students from a young age. This
bill would provide water education
for all students at multiple points
in their lives, ensuring that they
are prepared to swim and under-

stand the real consequences of
going into the ocean unprepared”
Last summer there were seven
confirmed deaths along the Rockaway Beach coastline, in addition
to a drowning that occurred before Memorial Day weekend this
year. This bill -sponsored in the
State Senate by Senator Joseph.
P. Addabbo Jr.- would expose all
New York State students to water
safety – whether they live or swim
by a lake, pool, or beach.

After ‘Fueling The Frontlines’ Collaboration, Queens
Together Forms Food Industry Coalition
Queens Together, which was
established in March 2020 to feed
people facing hunger and health
care workers who were treating
COVID-19 patients in local hospitals, has just become a nonprofit
membership organization for
food-related businesses.
Based in Astoria but serving
the entire borough, Queens Together will operate like a trade
association, providing advocacy,
education, savings, marketing,
and income oppor tunities to
members. Community service ─
most frequently feeding underserved populations ─ is also a
mainstay of its mission.
Jonathan Forgash, a chef and
business leader, will lead the new
agency, while Sunnyside Shines
Business Improvement District
Executive Director Jaime-Faye
Bean will serve as the treasurer
and government liaison officer.
Membership fees are $329 a
year, and Forgash anticipates that
Queens Together will grow into a
large and diverse group, consisting especially of restaurant and
café owners, specialty product
makers, beverage vendors, and
wholesalers.

Queens Together is already
organizing webinars on such
topics as compliance with COVID-19 guidelines and good
business practices. Soon, Forgash
and Bean plan to set up meetings
with elected officials, government agency representatives, and
civic leaders. In the near future,
they’ll organize f lash sales,
bulk-purchasing deals, gift-card
discounts, and event-planning
offers, while also negotiating
low-cost, high-quality contracts
with providers of such services
as hood cleaning, inspections,
and wholesale products.
“The Queens Together Association is creating one strong
voice to represent, empower,
and support the diverse food industry of our amazing borough,”
Forgash stated. “We’re going to
deliver real dollars, real savings,
and real promotions.”
At the height of the COVID-19
crisis this past spring, Queens
Together worked with Acting
Queens Borough President Sharon Lee, the Queens Economic
Development Corporation, and
the Queens Night Market on
“Fuel the Frontlines.” This joint

initiative raised money to hire
local companies to prepare thousands of ready-to-go meals for
health care professionals and
others.
Before Queens Together, Forgash ran Star Struck Catering, a
film and TV industry catering
service in NYC, for more than 20
years. In 2016, he co-founded the
Queens Dinner Club, an informal
group that gets together for periodic meals at different borough
venues, with Joe DiStefano, a
blogger and Queens Tourism
Council’s official foodie, and
long-time restaurant promoter
Gabe Gross. He also organizes
events, such as “Dining For
Justice,” which raise money for
social-justice causes.
Before Sunnyside Shines,
Bean worked for such nonprofits
as Weill Cornell Medicine, the
ASPCA, and ArteEast, which
supports Middle Eastern artists and collaboratives. She’s on
Thalía Spanish Theatre’s board
of directors and she’s a member
of the Moving of the Moving
Image’s Neighborhood Council.
More information is at www.
queenstogether.org.

Assembly Member Aravella Simotas & Senator Brad Hoylman
Introduce Legislation to Allow Bar Exam Retakers Who Aid
The Indigent to Continue The Practice of Law
NYS Assembly Member
Aravella Simotas and NYS Senator Brad Holyman introduce legislation to create an exemption
during the COVID-19 pandemic
for law graduates representing
indigent clients, and who have
not yet passed the bar exam, to
continue the practice of law. The
exemption would also apply to
graduates working for state or local
governments.
Currently, law graduates can
represent certain clients under
the supervision of a licensed attorney only if they have failed
the bar exam less than two times.
However, limited testing accommodations due to the COVID-19
crisis have left repeat test-takers
uncertain as to when they will
be able to register for a seat for
the next bar exam. The issue was
first highlighted in an article by
Law 360.
“New York needs to be mindful about who will be immediately
affected by limiting the pool of
experienced professionals who can
assist indigent clients during the
COVID-19 pandemic— seniors,
tenants being evicted from their
homes and immigrants,” said Assembly Member Aravella Simotas.

“We have an obligation to mitigate
the risks to New Yorkers during
this health crisis, and ensuring that
the indigent have informed legal
representation is an important way
in meeting our duty,” she said.
Senator Hoylman said, “The
COVID-19 pandemic has increased the demand for legal services for struggling New Yorkers,
and we need all hands on deck
to address this crisis. Given the
extraordinary circumstances COVID-19 has imposed on the legal
profession, law school graduates
who are currently representing immigrants, low-income tenants and
seniors for legal aid organizations
should be able to continue their
hard work on behalf of these New
Yorkers. I’m proud to be working
with Assembly Member Simotas
on this legislation which will temporarily allow more pre-admission
law school graduates to provide
legal assistance under the supervision of a legal aid organization.”
The pandemic has limited
seating for the September New
York bar exam by prioritizing law
graduates who are first-time test
takers, leaving bar exam re-takers
out in the cold. Now, law graduates
who have not yet passed the bar

exam fear salary cuts, unemployment and removal from cases.
More importantly, indigent clients
will bear the heavy consequences
of this limitation as new attorneys
assigned to their cases will need
to familiarize themselves with
matters and start with a limited
understanding of the facts that is
only improved with experience.
Our current climate suggests that
there will be a significant increase
in the number of indigent clients
who will need lawyers to consider
their cases.
Temporarily suspending the
two-fail qualification so that law
graduates who represent indigent
clients may continue to do so under
the supervision of a licensed attorney is a simple, common sense
measure that will have a profound
impact on indigent clients that rely
on not-for-profit organizations to
defend their rights. This bill will
also protect government workers
who are diligently serving the public during this crisis from losing
their jobs because they are unable
to sit for the bar exam. Under these
extraordinary circumstances, New
York must ensure that all residents
have informed legal representation
to advocate for their rights.
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Mets to Open Summer Camp Alternate
Site at MCU Park in Brooklyn
The New York Mets announced
that the club will open its Summer
Camp Alternate Site at MCU Park
in Brooklyn. All practices and
baseball-related activities by the
Mets at MCU Park are closed to
the public and media, consistent
with MLB guidelines to ensure the
health and safety of the players.

The Mets also added seven players to their 60-man Player Pool,
including RHP Matt Blackham,
LHP Stephen Gonsalves, infielder
Jake Hager, RHP Jordan Humphreys, RHP Franklyn Kilome,
catcher David Rodríguez and LHP
Thomas Szapucki. The Mets 60man Player Pool now stands at 58.

Rep. Maloney Joins With House And
Senate Colleagues to Oppose
New Student Visa Policy
New Policy Puts America’s International Students at Risk
Recently, Congresswoman
Carolyn B. Maloney (D-NY)
joined with her House and Senate
colleagues in sending three letters
to the Trump Administration opposing its changes to the Student
and Exchange Visitor Program
(SEVP). This change would penalize students who are enrolled
in colleges and universities who.
Have moved to distance-learning
due to COVID-19 by forcing these
students to leave the country. The
lawmakers urged the Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) and
U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) to rescind
the policy and provide certainty
for international students and the
higher education community.
In the letters, the lawmakers
expressed deep concerns that
ICE’s guidance is motivated not
by public health considerations,
but rather by animus toward noncitizens and immigrants and is a
flagrant attempt to hold international students hostage in order
to force schools to reopen even as
COVID-19 cases are rising. The
2018-2019 academic year saw
more than one million international students in the United States.
“This policy change by the
Tr ump Administ ration mere
weeks before colleges and universities across the country are
set to begin their Fall semesters
can only be described as irresponsible. International students
both enrich the higher education
experience for all students and are

a key part of the higher education
ecosystem. I call out this policy for
what it is: a cruel, senseless, and
xenophobic attempt to use noncitizens as political pawns in order
to financially coerce colleges and
universities to reopen campuses
this fall, despite what is best for
public health,” said Congresswoman Maloney.
According to State Department
data, there are nearly 400,000
holders of F visas and nearly
10,000 holders of M visas in the
United States as of last year.
Due to the Trump Administration’s catastrophic mishandling of
the pandemic, COVID-19 continues to rage throughout the United
States, causing many institutions
of higher education to move most
or all of their courses online to
protect their students, faculty, and
staff. Some colleges developed
these plans in consultation with
local public health officials, and
these plans are consistent with
the CDC’s guidance for colleges
and universities, which advises
them to “offer virtual learning
and telework options, if feasible.”
Although the Trump Administration is attempting to blame this
new guidance on existing regulations, it is failing to preserve or
pursue options to provide flexibility to international students and to
institutions of higher education.
At the same time, recent statements by Administration officials
suggest that DHS and ICE released
this guidance as a pretext to force
institutions of higher education to
reopen against the advice of public
health experts and local officials.

Rep. Maloney, House Democrats Call
on Secretary Ross to Immediately . . .
(Continued from page 3)
several op-eds criticizing the
impeachment of President Trump
and tweeted repeatedly about
Democratic primaries.
“A successful Census depends
on the Bureau’s ability to conduct
its activities in a professional, impartial, and non-partisan manner.
For these reasons, past Administrations historically have limited
the number of political appointees
within the Bureau,” added the
Members. “Breaking with this
precedent and installing more
political appointees—particularly

those with such starkly partisan
backgrounds as Mr. Cogley and
Mr. Korzeniewski—threatens the
Bureau’s responsibility to successfully execute a full, fair, and
accurate 2020 Census.”
If Secretary Ross does not remove Mr. Cogley and Mr. Korzeniewski, the Members requested
that he produce documents by July
24, 2020, that explain why these
new positions are necessary, why
these responsibilities should be
carried out by political appointees
rather than civil servants, and why
the American taxpayers should be
forced to pay for their salaries.
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Rep. Maloney Unveils New Legislation Requiring Domestic
Production of PPE, Encourages US Manufacturing in
Preparation For Future Crises
Congresswoman B. Maloney
(NY-12) joined members of New
York City’s fashion industry to
unveil her new legislation, the
Made in America: Preparation
for a Pandemic Act.
In response to catastrophic
shortages of personal protective
equipment (PPE) in the United
States since the coronavirus outbreak, Congresswoman Maloney
announced the Made in America:
Preparation for a Pandemic Act to
secure our nation’s critical stock
of PPE and promote a stronger
manufacturing base for medical
equipment.
“Having strong domestic
production of PPE is absolutely
essential to keeping Americans
safe in the midst of a global
pandemic. Too many lives have
been lost unnecessarily because
broken global supply chains left
our essential workers without the
equipment they needed. I am incredibly proud of the coalition of
New York City fashion industry
members who stepped up and
worked tirelessly to produce over
one million non-surgical PPE
isolation gowns in spite of these
great challenges, but our nation
should never be placed in such
a desperate position again. That
is why I am proud to introduce
this bill to guarantee an adequate
stock of PPE in the Strategic
National Stockpile at all times
and establish domestic sup ply chain incentives that put
Americans to work building the
skills and materials we need to
sustain us when our nation is hit
with the unthinkable,” said Congresswoman Carolyn B. Maloney
(NY-12).
“Amidst the devastated landscape from COVID 19, the NYC
Manufacturer’s Coalition was
able to pivot into PPE gown
manufacturing with the help of
leaders and community that answered the call. To let this hard
earned knowledge go, to return
exclusively to traditional foreign
sources, would be leaving us
vulnerable again to changing
currents in global politics in the
era of pandemic. The nascent
foundation that all of us through
trial and error laid down should
be protected as it will protect
our health workers, our citizens
and our country from ever being
completely vulnerable. It will
keep our manufacturing industry
from completely collapsing and
our workers employed. That in
itself is a long-term gain for our
country’s economy even though
initially we are paying more for
what can be obtained overseas. I
have faith in American creativity
that this gap will narrow, and our
quality will far surpass the global
competition in the future. The
Made in America: Preparation for
a Pandemic Act is a statement of
that faith and of safeguarding our
citizens, “ said Mi Jong Lee, Designer and Founder of Emmelle
Designs and Founder of NYC
Manufacturers Coalition.
“Since the beginning of the
pandemic, over 300 US manufacturers have stepped up to support
the production of PPE supporting
over 30,000 jobs and helping save

countless lives. Gerber Technology has been proud to support
them and while the industry’s
response has been positive, clear
demand signals are needed in
order to support the investments
in more sustainable domestic production. This is critical not only
to ensure the availability of PPE
during crises, such as COVID-19
, both also to foster the competitiveness of US manufacturing in
a post COVID-19 world. We look
forward to the Made in America
Bill helping advance critically
needed domestic production,”
said Karsten Newbury, Chief
Strategy and Digital Officer at
Gerber Technology.
“We continue to see unmet
needs of PPE across the United
States. In hospitals, healthcare
systems, retailers, communities, and more. If we are able to
simplify the supply chain and
produce more PPE domestically,
these shortages will be mitigated
and we will put Americans back
to work and reskill them as well.
Those consumers who are most
at risk are not able to afford or
ask for the bare minimum of
PPE that will protect them and
their families in these times. We
believe that this bill will improve
affordability, accessibility, and
give people back their dignity.
The Made in America: Preparation for a Pandemic Act will
also improve overall consumer
confidence which is essential to
propelling a strong economy,”
said Deborah Weinswig, Founder
and CEO of Coresight Research
and Board Member of Retailers
United.
“During the initial response to
the COVID-19 crisis here in New
York, we learned that simplicity,
centralization and standardization were three essential components needed in order to effectively support the U.S.’s response
to the severe lack of PPE goods.
Having been in the fashion industry for over fifty years as both a
manufacturer and a designer, I
understood what needed to be
done. This consortium’s success
in redeveloping local garment
center’s factories is what made
our efforts so productive on many
different fronts - we could save
lives with gowns we knew were
well made by trusted local manufacturers, move quickly to locate
and source materials, give jobs
back to the community and save
people’s businesses. The Made in
America: Preparation for a Pandemic Act creates a foundation to
our future responses by bridging
the gap between government and
industry. This bill addresses the
need to not only secure domestic
manufacturing in order to maintain jobs in America but also the
needs to protect Americans who
are on the front lines and to ensure national security as a whole,”
said Kay Unger, Co-Chair of
Fashion for the Front Lines and
Chair Emerita of Parsons School
of Design.
“Over the past few months,
I’ve seen f irsthand how this
global pandemic has devastated
the fashion industry. The supply chain we once knew and

relied heavily on has completely
changed, leaving those most
vulnerable at the highest risk if
we do not step in. Fashion Girls
for Humanity, with support from
Fashion for the Front Lines, has
worked tirelessly to fund the
production of gowns and distribute them to places in most need.
However, this is not enough - we
need federal support to help our
country’s manufacturers keep
their jobs to create gowns that
will save lives. Congresswoman
Caroly n Maloney’s Made in
America: Preparation for a Pandemic bill is a prime example of
the federal support our country
desperately needs,” said Julie
Gilhart, Chief Development Officer at Tomorrow Limited and
President of Tomorrow Consulting, Co-Founder of Fashion Girls
for Humanity, and Member of
Fashion for the Front Lines.
“We have been fortunate to
bring in millions of units of PPE
into the US to help hospitals and
governments urgently in need of
PPE supplies. As the pandemic
has broadened, we’ve partnered
with some amazing local factories and designers to create PPE
here in the USA so that hospitals
and governments do not need
to rely on foreign countries for
their PPE. We are excited to
continue this momentum to help
protect our frontline heroes each
and every day,” said Chaitenya
Razdan, Co-Founder and CEO
of Care+Wear and Member of
Fashion for the Front Lines.
Background
•
PPE shor tages remain a
critical challenge in fighting the
coronavirus pandemic. FEMA’s
Supply Chain Stabilization Task
Force projected a shortage of approximately 100 million gowns
and 40 million N95 respirators
this month.
More than 400 healthcare
workers have died from coronavirus, and shortages of PPE have
played a significant role in this
crisis.
• Throughout this crisis, Congresswoman Maloney has worked
with Fashion for the Frontlines,
Fashion Girls for Humanity,
Care+Wear, Gerber Techonology, Retailers United, and the
NYC Manufacturers Coalition
to produce more than one million non-surgical PPE isolation
gowns to distribute to hospitals
and governments in New York
City and across the nation.
The Made in America: Preparation for a Pandemic Act will:
•
require that the Strategic
National Stockpile maintain at
least enough PPE to sustain the
U.S. through a year of a global
pandemic;
• require 25% of that PPE to be
produced in the U.S., strengthening our domestic supply chains
and ensuring Americans have the
tools to manufacture lifesaving
supplies when the nation needs
them most; and
•
create a tax credit to assist
manufacturers with the costs of
developing or expanding domestic sources for the end-to-end
production of PPE goods within
the US.
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AG James Delivers $1.5 Million to
Survivors of Sexual Harassment And
Retaliation in Construction Industry
18 Former Employees, Mostly
Women of Color, Experienced
Sexual Harassment by Trade Off
Employees and Managers
New York Attorney General
Letitia James announced that 18
former employees, who experienced sexual harassment and
workplace retaliation at a Long
Island-based construction company, were awarded $1.5 million.
The agreement also establishes a
fund for other workers who also
experienced sexual harassment
at the company. An investigation
into Trade Off, LLC and Trade Off
Plus, LLC (collectively Trade Off)
revealed a pattern of severe sexual
harassment against female employees over the course of at least
four years and retaliation against
many of these workers when they
complained about the harassment.
This marks the Office of
the Attorney General’s (OAG)
first agreement regarding sexual
harassment in the construction
industry, which has a purported
history of sexual misconduct
and gender discrimination in its
workforce.
“All employees deserve to work
in an environment where they
are valued and respected and not
subjected to harassment,” said
Attorney General James. “Today’s
agreement will end Trade Off’s
deplorable and unlawful treatment of its female employees and
provide affirmative relief to the
brave women who came forward.
My office remains committed to
seeking justice on behalf of workers and mandating accountability
on the part of employers. Sexual
harassment will never be tolerated, not in construction and not
in any other industry.”
The OAG’s investigation found
that Trade Off, a company that
provides non-union, general labor
at construction sites, engaged in
severe sexual harassment and
retaliation against workers who
were primarily women of color.
Interviews conducted with witnesses and reviews of substantial
documentary evidence revealed
that at least 16 women were harassed because of Trade Off’s
failure to prevent or adequately
respond to sexual harassment at
its worksites. Additionally, at least
12 workers were fired after they
complained of harassment against
themselves or their coworkers.
Female employees reported
quid pro quo harassment by managers demanding sexual acts for
pay and overtime opportunities,
physical and verbal harassment
by male employees, and instances
of managers and other workers sending explicit photos and
videos. Additionally, Trade Off
managers failed to take adequate
action in response to complaints,
and in fact, repeatedly protected

harassers from punishment.
In addition to the monetary
compensation, as part of the
agreement, Trade Off agreed to
employ an outside monitor for
three years, and will create a
new, more complete sexual harassment policy subject to review
by OAG, and report regularly to
OAG regarding its implementation of policies and investigation
of any future sexual harassment
complaints.
“It’s important for me to be able
to speak out and shine a light on
the harassment that women in the
construction industry encounter
on a daily basis,” said Jaleesa
McCrimmon, a former employee
of Trade Off. “No one should be
harassed and mistreated for trying
to do their jobs. I thank Attorney
General Letitia James and her
team for understanding that, and
for fighting hard to make a difference.”
“What I and other former employees of Trade Off went through
speaks to the often sexist and
abusive nature of the construction
business,” said Tierra Williams,
a former employee of Trade Off.
“No industry should promote
behavior that serves to demean
women. I’m hopeful that this settlement puts every company like
Trade Off on notice, and inspires
women in the workplace to stand
up against injustice. Thank you to
Attorney General Letitia James
for taking on this issue.”
This matter was initially
referred to OAG by the Mason
Tenders District Council/Laborers
Local 79.
“We commend the Attorney
General’s leadership in fighting
back against harassment and
retaliation in construction,” said
Robert Bonanza, business manager for Mason Tenders’ District
Council of Greater New York and
Long Island. “Most importantly,
we thank the former employees
of Trade Off for their courage
in coming forward to expose the
horrific treatment they experienced while on the job. Attorney
General James and these brave
former employees have sent their
message loud and clear: Sexual
harassment in the construction
industry is pervasive, but the state
of New York will always be on the
side of the workers.”
This case was handled by
Assistant Attorneys General Michael O’Keefe Cowles and Jessica
Agarwal under the supervision of
Labor Bureau Civil Enforcement
Section Chief Ming-Qi Chu, Deputy Bureau Chief Julie Ulmet, and
Bureau Chief Karen Cacace. The
Labor Bureau is part of the Division of Social Justice, led by Chief
Deputy Attorney General Meghan
Faux, and under the oversight of
First Deputy Attorney General
Jennifer Levy.
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Notice of Formation of QUEENS
JS REALTY LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/21/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to 41-60 Main Street, Suite
312, Flushing, NY 11355-3833.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of formation of Cody
James Smith LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 5/14/20. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY is designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail
copy of any process served
against the LLC 278 RTE 37
New Fairfield, CT 06812 .
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of Limited
Liability Company (“LLC”).
Name: Clearspace Services
LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of
State of the State of New
York (“SSNY”) on June 10,
2020. N.Y. office location:
Queens County. The SSNY
has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. The
SSNY shall mail a copy of
any process to Clearspace
Services LLC, 146-12 20th
Ave., Apt. 1, Whitestone,
New York 11357. Purpose/
character of LLC is to engage
in any lawful act or activity.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

Notice of formation of ASTORIA
PARKING MANAGEMENT
LLC. Art. Of Org. filed with the
Sect’y of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/18/20. Office in Queens
Count y. SSNY has been
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to the LLC, 34-22
35TH ST ASTORIA, NY, 11106.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
Notice of Qualification of
LBA OR Core-Company IV,
LLC. Authority filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 05/14/20. Office location:
Queens County. LLC formed
in Delaware (DE) on 05/07/20.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
LBA OR Core-Company IV,
LLC, c/o LBA Realty LLC,
3347 Michelson Dr., Ste. 200,
Irvine, CA 92612. Address to
be maintained in DE: National
Registered Agents, Inc., 1209
Orange St., Wilmington, DE
19801. Arts of Org. filed with
Jeffrey W. Bullock, Office of
the Secretary, 401 Federal
S t ., D ov e r, D E 19 9 01.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
Notice of Formation of
DANIELA JIMENEZ
PHOTOGRAPHY LLC Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of
S t ate of N Y (S S N Y ) o n
03/16/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
d e s i g n at e d a s a g e nt o f
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to 61-15 97th Street, Apt#
15H, Rego Park, NY 11374.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
Notice of formation of THE
GLOW UP TEAM, LLC. Articles
of Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on March 9, 2020.
Of fice located in Queens
County. SSNY is designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 4441
Purves, Street, #616, Long
Island City, New York 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020
BLACKVILLE BORN LLC Art.
Of Org. Filed Sec. of State of NY
3/2/20. Off. Loc. : Queens Co.
United States Corporation Agents,
Inc. designated as agent upon
whom process may be served &
shall mail proc.: 7014 13th Avenue,
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of Formation of
BOOKKEEPING BY
CAMERON, LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 06/11/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
18-24 Palmetto Street, Apt.
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
Foxcommerce LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 5/12/20. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 6820 62nd St,
Apt 2, Glendale, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
Shiv’s Apothecary LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 5/1/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Ashiviah Fleming,
3707 147th St., Apt.2F, Flushing,
NY 11354. General Purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
N YC M E N TA L H E A LT H
COUNSELING PLLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 06/09/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 23-01
33rd Street, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
37-17 MANAGEMENT LLC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 6/18/20.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
desig. agent of LLC whom
proc ess may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to
37-17 Bowne St., Flushing,
NY 11354, which is also the
principal business location.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
Notice of Formation of BREEGIFT
BASKETBUSINESS LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 05/27/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 126-10 Farmers Blvd.,
2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

W. C . C O N S U LT I N G
ENTERPRISES LLC, Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 05/05/2020. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to:
Sharon J Baquedo-Phinn,
107-12 Guy R Brewer Blvd,
Ste 10 C, Jamaic a, N Y
11433. Reg Agent: Sharon
J Baquedo - Phinn, 107-12
G uy R Brewer Blvd, Ste
10C, Jamaica, NY 11433.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
6/11,18,25,7/2,9&16/2020
531 Products, LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) on June 5, 2020.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
designated agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process
to 58-12 Queens Boulevard,
Suite 3C, Woodside, NY 11377.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020
BIO-DISINFECTION LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY on
5/26/2020. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process to
the LLC, 3424 77th Street, Apt 1R,
Jackson Heights NY 11372-2300.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020
Notice of Formation of ALANA
SIQUEIRA LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/17/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
34-18 91ST Street, #C51,
Jackson Heights, NY 11372.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/16,23,30,8/6,13&20/2020

Gillibrand
Cosponsors . . .
(Continued from page 2)
The bill also includes:
• $50 million to install WiFi services in senior housing
communities
• $7 million to extend the
Integrated Wellness in Supportive Housing (IWISH)
program for one year
• $300 million to expand
service coordination
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Protect Your Heart in The Heat
Tips from the American
Heart Association
With a heat wave expected this week, be sure
to protect your heart in the
heat. With temperatures
forecasted in the 90s, it’s
impor tant to know that
extreme heat can be hard
on the heart.
As the temperature rises,
so can your risk for suffering health issues like heat
exhaustion and heat stroke.
Doctors recommend using
good judgment when it
comes to activities outside
in the heat, and that you stay
hydrated.
During hot weather, it’s
important that you take the
right precautions:
• Watch the clock: It’s best
to avoid the outdoors in the
early afternoon (about noon
to 3 p.m.) because the sun
is usually at its strongest,
putting you at higher risk
for heat-related illnesses.
•
Get off on the right
foot: You probably sweat
the most in your shoes,
so choose well-ventilated
shoes and look for socks
that repel perspiration. Foot
powders and antiperspi-

rants can also help with
sweat.
•
Dress for the heat:
Wear lightweight, lightcolored clothing in breathable fabrics such as cotton,
or a newer fabric that repels sweat. Add a hat and/
or sunglasses. Before you
get started, apply a waterresistant sunscreen with at
least SPF 15, and reapply it
every two hours.
• Drink up: Stay hydrated
by drinking a few cups of
water before, during and
after your exercise. Avoid
caffeinated or alcoholic
beverages.
•
Take regular breaks:
Find some shade or a cool
place, stop for a few minutes, hydrate and start again
•
Follow the doctor’s
orders: If you are a heart
patient, over the age of 50,
overweight or just starting
an exercise program, be
sure to check with your doctor for your best exercise
routine.
If you do want to be
active during hot weather,
doctors say it is alright if
the activity is something
you are used to, but it is not
the time to push yourself.

It’s important to know the
signs and symptoms when
you may be experiencing
too much heat.
Symptoms of heat exhaustion:
• headaches
• heavy sweating
• cold, moist skin, chills
•
dizziness or fainting
(syncope)
• a weak and rapid pulse
• muscle cramps
• fast, shallow breathing
• nausea, vomiting or both
If you experience these
symptoms, move to a cooler
place, stop exercising and
cool down immediately by
dousing yourself with cold
water and rehydrating. You
may need to seek medical
attention.
Symptoms of heat stroke:
• warm, dry skin with no
sweating
• strong and rapid pulse
• confusion and/or unconsciousness
• high fever
• throbbing headaches
• nausea, vomiting or both
If you experience these
symptoms, seek medical
attention right away.
For more information,
tips and advice on how

Gillibrand, Colleagues Urge ICE And DHS to
Withdraw New Guidance That Threatens
International Students With Deportation
U.S. Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand joined nearly 100
Senate and House Democrats in a letter to U.S.
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) and the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), urging
the agencies to withdraw
new guidance issued by
ICE that imperils the status
of international students
who would be studying online at U.S. institutions this
coming academic year. The
guidance threatens international students with deportation if they do not comply
with the requirement that
they take in-person classes.
“International students
are part of the fabric of
our academic communities
in New York. Time and
again, the Trump administration finds new ways
to politicize immigration
instead of taking action to
combat this unprecedented
public health and economic
crisis,” said Senator Gillibrand. “DHS and ICE must
immediately rescind this
policy that needlessly punishes international students,
academic institutions, and
our economy, all of which
benefit from having diverse
perspectives at the table and
in our classrooms.”
Due to the COVID-19

public health crisis, many
colleges and universities
have followed the guidance
of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) and transitioned to
online learning. This guidance recognizes the diversity of various institutions
of higher education and
advises them to “adjust[]
to meet the unique needs
and circumstances” they
face when trying to keep
their communities safe. On
July 6, 2020, ICE issued
guidance that altered the
Student and Exchange Visitor Program’s requirements
for international students,
imposing a one-size-fits-all
standard on all colleges and
universities. According to
that guidance, international
students on F-1 visas (for
full-time study at an academic institution) and M-1
visas (for vocational or other
nonacademic training) will
not be allowed to take a full
online course load while
in the United States. This
affects incoming students,
who will not be permitted to
receive their visas or enter
the country, as well as international students already
in the United States. Under
the new guidance, current
international students in
the United States will have

to transfer to another school
with in-person classes or
leave the country—or else
face deportation. The lawmakers’ letter urges ICE
and DHS to immediately
rescind the new guidance
and to provide a staff briefing to discuss the Administration’s rationale for the
guidance.
Senator Gillibrand previously wrote to Secretary of
State Mike Pompeo in April
2020 to urge the State Department to provide greater
f lexibility to institutions
and international students
with existing visas to participate in virtual learning
so that they are able to
safely continue their studies
during the pandemic. Gillibrand’s letter also urged the
State Department to waive
interview requirements for
students renewing a visa
and to allow for phone or
video interviews for first
time visa applicants where
appropriate during the pandemic.
New York ranks second
in the nation for the total
number of international
students, with an estimated
$5.3 billion in expenditures
in state according to the
Open Doors report by the
Institute of International
Education.
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