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Councilman Robert Holden Delivers  
New Shuffleboard Equipment  

to Local Seniors

Photo courtesy of Councilman 
Robert Holden’s office

     Councilman Robert Holden 
delivered recreation equipment to 
Middle Village seniors. Holden 
delivered brand new shuffleboard 
equipment, paid for by his office, 
to a group of local residents who 
frequent the courts at Juniper 
Valley Park. Hoping during CO-
VID-19 the equipment will help 
his neighbors enjoy some outdoor 
activities after a long four months 
of being sheltered in their home.

     As the city slowly reopens the 
councilman is glad he could help 
his neighbors, but emphasized the 
importance of wearing masks, 
especially given the toll the virus 
has taken on the senior population 
across the city and nation.
     “We should all follow their ex-
ample of getting back to doing the 
things we love while still wearing 
masks and protecting each other,” 
he said.

Elected Officials From Across Queens 
Call For an End to Gun Violence in 

Southeast Queens

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz and acting Borough President Sharon Lee  
co-hosted a peace rally in southeast Queens. Photo by Dean Moses. See story on page 6.

Suozzi, King, Curran, Bellone Join Local 
Officials to Call on Senate to Pass Federal 
COVID-19 Assistance For States, Counties, 

Localities, And Schools

Suozzi was also joined by Town of Oyster Bay Supervisor Joseph Saladino, Town 
of North Hempstead Supervisor Judi Bosworth, Town of Huntington Supervisor 
Chad Lupinacci, Town of Smithtown Supervisor Edward Wehrheim, Northport 
Mayor Damon McMullen, Leadership of the Nassau-Suffolk School Boards 
Association, and several other elected officials on Long Island. See story on page 2.

Consumer Alert: NYS Division of 
Consumer Protection Offers Tips 

to Help Keep Kids Safe  
This Summer

     Taking Simple Precautions Can Keep Children Safe Near the 
Water, in Hot Cars and Playing Outside In Light of COVID-19, 
New Yorkers Should Continue to Follow All Necessary Health 
Guidance Throughout t
     The New York State Division of Consumer Protection 
(DCP) today offered New Yorkers tips to keep children safe 
this summer season. Summer is the ideal time for children to 
get outside to play, and it’s important for New Yorkers to take 
simple precautions to keep kids safe. All summer outdoors ac-
tivities must follow all applicable state guidance and take place 
in accordance with the state’s phased-in, regional reopening 
plan as detailed in the NY Forward website. 
     “Summer is prime time for our children to get outside, have 
some fun and play, particularly this year after a prolonged 
period of being cooped up due to COVID-19,” said Secretary 
of State Rossana Rosado, who oversees the New York State 
Division of Consumer Protection. “To ensure that these out-
door activities remain fun for all, I encourage New Yorkers 
to follow basic tips to help keep our kids safe when enjoying 
their summer.” 
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.

Suozzi, King, Curran, Bellone Join Local 
Officials to Call on Senate to Pass Federal 
COVID-19 Assistance For States, Counties, 

Localities, And Schools

     At press conference, bipartisan 
group of elected officials urged 
Senator Mitch McConnell to pass 
Coronavirus relief legislation as 
municipalities and schools across 
Nassau and Suffolk continue to 
face budgetary shortfalls 
     Congressman Tom Suozzi (D-
Long Island, Queens) was joined 
by a bipartisan group of elected 
officials, including Congressman 
Peter King (R-Seaford), Nassau 
County Executive Laura Cur-
ran, Suffolk County Executive 
Steve Bellone, and several local 
officials to call on Senator Mitch 
McConnell, to pass bipartisan 
legislation which will provide 
federal aid to states, counties, 
localities, and schools as they 
continue to deal with budgetary 
shortfalls created by the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. 
     The press conference took 
place exactly two months after the 
House-passage of the Heroes Act. 
This critical and much-needed 
legislation included three of 
Suozzi’s most important priorities 
which will bring billions of dol-
lars in aid to New York’s families 
and local governments: 
1.   A special fund of $49 billion 
distributed to States based on 
“rate of infection.” Suozzi led the 
entire NY and NJ delegations in 
asking congressional leadership 
for the creation of this fund. This 
fund will be especially helpful to 
local school districts.
2.   The elimination of the cap on 
state and local tax (SALT) deduc-
tions. Yesterday, Congressman 
Suozzi joined Senator Schumer 
at a press conference on Long 
Island where Schumer pledged 
to fight for the full repeal of the 
cap during Senate negotiations 
of the federal stimulus package. 
Suozzi led the House in including 
the repeal of the SALT cap in the 
Heroes Act.
3.   $87.5 billion for municipalities 
with more than 50,000 residents 
and $37.5 billion for municipali-
ties with under 50,000 residents. 
This will help every municipality 
from the currently devastated 
counties to the smallest villages. 
     “It has been two months since 
the House passed legislation, 
which would bring billions in 
local aid to our state, counties, 
towns, cities, villages, and school 
districts. As demonstrated by 
the bipartisan group of elected 
officials here today, every local 
municipality needs Mitch Mc-
Connell and Senate Republicans 
to negotiate a deal and pass the 
Heroes Act. The longer they wait, 
the more Long Islanders and New 
Yorkers suffer.” – Congressman 
Suozzi.
“The Coronavirus has decimated 
state and local governments 
particularly here on Long Island. 
To avoid fiscal devastation, it is 
essential that Congress provide 
COVID funding to state and local 
governments to cover all expenses 
incurred and revenues lost.” – 
Congressman King.
     “The coronavirus has turned 

the Long Island economy upside 
down, causing unprecedented 
financial damage to county gov-
ernments that are unable to close 
these historic budget gaps and re-
cover by austerity measures alone. 
With the Long Island economy 
already on shaky ground, we 
need Congress to deliver federal 
assistance in order to avoid drastic 
and painful actions that would 
ultimately be borne by our first 
responders and taxpayers alike. 
I thank Congressmen Suozzi and 
King for putting the politics aside 
and leading this bipartisan effort 
to ensure that Long Island can 
recover from the worst economic 
crisis since the Great Depression.” 
– Suffolk County Executive Steve 
Bellone. 
     “Local governments like ours 
are the tip of the spear in deliver-
ing relief and protecting residents’ 
health and safety during this 
ongoing national emergency. The 
alarm bells are ringing loudly for 
the Senate to act immediately. 
Nassau County is ready to emerge 
from the pandemic stronger than 
before but requires the hands of 
all our partners on the federal 
level.” – Nassau County Executive 
Laura Curran. 
     “For months this public health 
crisis has raged on and wreaked 
havoc on our economy and local 
governments. Locally, we man-
aged the outbreak and now, we 
collectively call on leaders in 
Washington to allocate Federal 
funding for direct aid to local gov-
ernments, including the Town of 
Oyster Bay and its villages. With-
out an increase in aid from the 
Federal government, local govern-
ments will face unprecedented 
economic damage.” – Oyster Bay 
Town Supervisor Joseph Saladino.
     “I stand with my colleagues 
at the federal, county, town and 
village levels in urging the Senate 
to approve this critical bipartisan 
legislation, which will ensure the 
communities most heavily af-
fected by this public health crisis 
are not further set back by an 
ongoing economic crisis. While 
the Town of Huntington is in 
strong financial shape, the added 
financial burdens of an ongo-
ing economic crisis, not of our 
creating, may risk our ability to 
continue providing the services 
so many of our residents need and 
rely on.” -- Huntington Supervisor 
Chad A. Lupinacci. 
     “Towns and Villages have 
been on the front lines, providing 
essential services directly to the 
residents from the very beginning 
of this pandemic.  We’ve been 
hard at work, from everyday ser-
vices such as waste and recycling 
removal, animal rescue and public 
safety to providing meal delivery, 
and PPE assistance during the 
pandemic. All the while, we’ve 
lost revenues from the commer-
cial and retails industry and are 
certain to see massive cuts in State 
funding coming. We are truly 
grateful for our public servants at 
the federal level, who have been 
working together, to advocate for 
direct-to-local government fund-

ing. This aid will make us whole, 
which in turn allows relief for the 
taxpayers who are desperately 
trying to piece their lives back 
together. In short, this funding 
would directly benefit the resi-
dents of our communities, prevent 
layoffs and allow us to continue 
serving our communities without 
raising taxes or fees.” – Smith-
town Town Supervisor Edward 
Wehrheim.
     “COVID-19 has had a tre-
mendous f inancial impact on 
local municipalities across Long 
Island, and we sincerely thank 
Congressman Suozzi for aggres-
sively advocating on our behalf. 
The pandemic is unfortunately far 
from over and receiving federal 
funding will go a long way in 
helping local governments re-
cover faster. “– North Hempstead 
Town Supervisor Judi Bosworth.
     “The COVID-19 pandemic 
has presented local municipalities 
with a variety of financial chal-
lenges that we are all currently 
navigating through. It is impera-
tive that the Federal Government 
step up and recognize that finan-
cial aid will be necessary to allow 
local municipalities to continue to 
provide vital services for our resi-
dents. I want to thank Congress-
man Suozzi for his leadership on 
this issue, and we at the Town 
of North Hempstead implore his 
colleagues in Congress, the Sen-
ate, as well as the White House to 
support local municipalities dur-
ing this unprecedented crisis.” – 
North Hempstead Councilwoman 
Veronica Lurvey. 
     “It is extremely important 
that local municipalities receive 
federal funding. Our villages had 
to use extra resources to keep resi-
dents and employees safe during 
the pandemic. Everything from 
masks to sanitizing ambulances 
and buildings to quadruple the 
amount of garbage cost us more 
than we had budgeted. Addition-
ally, many of our local businesses 
are struggling and may not be 
around next spring. We need help 
now.” -- Northport Mayor Damon 
McMullen. 
     “On June 9th Long Island vot-
ers exhibited overwhelming sup-
port for their communities’ school 
budget. Regrettably, this admi-
rable local commitment amounts 
to far less than what will be 
needed to cover the inestimable 
costs entailed in the reopening of 
schooling in the fall or to mitigate 
the looming threat of pandemic 
related massive mid-year cuts in 
state aid. An infusion of federal 
funding is essential to address the 
budgetary response to securing 
a safe, healthy, meaningful, and 
equitable delivery of K-12 educa-
tion.” -- Executive Director of the 
Nassau-Suffolk School Boards 
Association Lorraine Deller
     This bipartisan press confer-
ence shows that there is mounting 
pressure on Mitch McConnell and 
Senate Republicans to negotiate 
a deal and pass legislation which 
will being relief to thousands 
of local communities across the 
United States of America.

(Continued from page 1)
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Grants will help businesses pay 
for expenses such as personal 
protective equipment and infec-
tion control products
 
     The Queens Chamber of 
Commerce, with support from 
NewYork-Presbyterian Queens, 
announced a $400,000 grant pro-
gram to help Queens businesses 
pay for products and services that 
will allow them to operate this 
summer while keeping customers 
and their employees safe. Busi-
nesses can receive information 
about grants when the program 
opens by signing up here.
     “Queens was the epicenter of 
the epicenter of the COVID-19 
pandemic and the virus had a 
devastating impact on our small 

NewYork-Presbyterian Queens, Queens Chamber of  
Commerce Announce Grant Program to Provide PPE to 

COVID-Impacted Businesses in Queens
businesses. In addition to months 
of lost revenue, business owners 
now have to take on additional 
expenses to keep their employees 
and customers safe,” said Tom 
Grech, President and CEO of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce. 
“NewYork-Presbyterian Queens 
stepped up at the height of the pan-
demic to keep Queens safe and save 
lives. We are grateful that they are 
stepping up again to help our small 
businesses and are thankful for 
their partnership in this important 
initiative.”
     Under the program, small 
businesses will receive grants in 
amounts ranging from $1,000 to 
$5,000 to purchase PPE and IPC 
measures, such as masks, gloves, 
sanitizer, face shields, sanitizing 

services, additional furniture for 
outdoor dining, temperature scan-
ners, goggles, Plexiglas, and out-
fitting of interior to accommodate 
social distancing. The program will 
link grantees with local vendors 
to purchase products and services, 
the majority of which will minor-
ity- and women-owned businesses. 
     About the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce - The Queens Chamber 
of Commerce is the oldest and 
largest business association in 
Queens, representing more than 
1,150 businesses and more than 
100,000 Queens-based employees. 
Its mission is to foster connections, 
educate for success, develop/imple-
ment programs and advocate for 
members’ interests. www.queen-
schamber.org

Congresswoman’s measure com-
bats Trump Administration’s zeal 
to reduce immigration levels to 
unprecedented levels

     Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY), a 
member of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Homeland 
Security—which has oversight 
of the Department of Homeland 
Security’s (DHS) budget and 
policies—announced today that 
her amendment to rollover unused 
family-sponsored visas, employ-
ment-based visas, and diversity 
visas passed the House Appro-
priations Committee as part of 
the panel’s Homeland Security 
spending bill for fiscal year 2021. 
     The Immigration and National-
ity Act (INA) allocates 480,000 
visas annually for family-spon-
sored categories; 140,000 visas 
annually for employment-spon-
sored categories; and 55,000 for 
diversity visas. Due to COVID-19 
and the curtailing of immigration 
operations both abroad at U.S. 
embassies and consulates, and at 
U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS), only a fraction 
of these visa allocations are being 
or will be used by the end of the 
current fiscal year.
     Meng’s measure would allow 
unused fiscal year 2020 family-
based, employment-based, and 
diversity visas to remain available 
in fiscal year 2021, and to allow 
unused fiscal year 2021 visas to 
remain available in fiscal year 
2022. 
     “The Trump administration’s 
immigration policies are flawed 
at best; at worst, they are deeply 
destructive and harmful to those 
who seek a better future in our 
country,” said Congresswoman 
Meng. “I’ve been fighting the 
administration’s efforts to close 
the door to immigrants since the 
very beginning. The President’s 

Meng Immigration Amendment Passes Key House Committee
recent proclamations on suspend-
ing entry of new immigrants 
extend the wait period for those 
in line for family-based visas and 
the diversity visa program. I have 
constituents who have waited over 
a decade for their employment-
sponsored visas to be available. 
Consequently, they cannot accept 
work promotions or accept any 
job offers. I have other constitu-
ents with children who are going 
to age out because they have 
been waiting for their family-
sponsored visas to be available. 
Consequently, these children may 
have to start a new immigration 
application, and then go through 
another lengthy process while be-
ing separated from their families. 
The vibrant, multicultural nation 
that we see today is in part due 
to our current family-based and 
employment-sponsored immigra-
tion system, and diversity visa 
program. Our country prides 
itself as a ‘nation of immigrants,’ 
its diversity, and its policies to 
preserve family reunification. 
This coronavirus pandemic has 
uprooted every facet of our na-
tion and everyone’s lives. It has 
complicated an already lengthy 
immigration process.”  
     “Congress did right by the 
diversity visa program,” Meng 
added. “It did right with the 
statutory framework in the INA 
on family-based and employment-
sponsored green cards. And this is 
demonstrated by the rich diversity 
that Queens has with its people, 
food, and culture. We cannot al-
low the Trump administration to 
squash the dreams of immigrants. 
I thank the Homeland Security 
Subcommittee Chair Roybal-Al-
lard’s and my colleagues’ support 
in adopting my amendment, and 
look forward to the passing of this 
measure on the floor of the House 
of Representatives.”

     “We applaud Representative 
Grace Meng for taking steps to 
preserve family immigration and 
the visas necessary to reunite 
loved ones caught in the cruel 
vice grip of this administration’s 
unending assault on all immi-
grants, and especially black and 
brown ones,” said John C. Yang, 
President and Executive Director 
of Asian Americans Advancing 
Justice-AAJC.
     “Family-based and diversity 
visas account for a large propor-
tion of African immigration to 
the U.S.,” said Diana A. Konaté, 
J.D., Policy Director at African 
Communities Together. “Half of 
Africans who immigrate to the 
U.S. do so through family based 
visas. And of the 55,000 diversity 
visas allotted each year, one-third 
typically go to Africans. Conse-
quently, Trump’s recent immigra-
tion bans will have a disastrous 
effect on the ability of Africans 
to migrate here. We therefore 
welcome Congresswoman Meng’s 
amendment to rollover unused 
family-based, employment-based, 
and diversity visas to FY2021 and 
FY2022. We thank the Congress-
woman for her leadership on this 
issue and are thrilled that the 
amendment was adopted during 
markup.”
     “CHIRLA commends Rep. 
Grace Meng’s amendment to 
keep the number of green cards 
issued in this country viable,” said 
Joseph Villela, Director of Policy 
and Advocacy at CHIRLA. “We 
support rolling over and adding to 
next year’s goal the thousands of 
green cards that the federal gov-
ernment did not process because 
of President Trump’s specious 
prohibition on processing due to 
COVID-19. Meng stands with us 
in the fight to keep and enhance 
all avenues to legal status and 
citizenship.”

     Attorney General Letitia James’ 
office ordered Cloud X Vapes, 
HQD Tech USA, and PodVapes 
to immediately cease and desist 
illegally selling vaping products 
online to consumers in New York. 
These companies illegally sold 
vaping products online through 
their websites to New York con-
sumers — a violation of New York 
state law. In addition, they illegally 
sold products to minors, offering 
flavored nicotine vaping products, 
including cotton candy, pineapple 
mist, green apple, and others. 
     “Candy and fruit flavored vap-
ing products exist to reel teens into 
the dangerous habit of smoking, 
which is why New York banned 
them,” said Attorney General 
James. “It is shameful that these 
companies attempted to skirt the 
law through sneaky, illegal online 
sales. We will not hesitate to hold 
those who put our children at risk 
accountable for their unlawful 
actions.” 
     According to the New York State 
Department of Health (DOH), 
teen vaping has skyrocketed in 
recent years, and flavored vaping 
products are a major cause of this 
increase. To bolster the ban on 
vaping sales to minors, New York 
recently enacted additional legisla-
tion aimed at ending teen vaping 

and the consequent harms caused 
by these products.  
     New York has already prohib-
ited sales of nicotine products to 
individuals under the age of 21. 
As of May 18, it is illegal to sell 
flavored nicotine products in New 
York, and as of July 1, it is illegal 
to sell vaping products online and 
through mail order to New York 
consumers. 
     This action is just the latest 
in a series of measures Attor-
ney General James has taken to 
tackle the ongoing youth nicotine 
epidemic and to protect the health 
and safety of New Yorkers since 
taking office. In November 2019, 
Attorney General James filed 
a lawsuit against the electronic 
cigarette company JUUL Labs 
for deceptive and misleading mar-
keting of its e-cigarettes, which 
contributed to the ongoing youth 
vaping epidemic in New York 
state. In April 2019, Attorney 
General James led a coalition of 
seven states in urging the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
to take stronger action in address-
ing the scourge of e-cigarette use 
among youths by taking proposed 
measures such as strengthening 
guidance, beginning enforcement 
earlier, and banning online sales 
of e-cigarettes.

AG James Orders Companies to Stop 
Online Sale of E-Cigarettes to Minors 

and New Yorkers  

Statement From Council Member 
Francisco Moya on President Trump’s 
Memorandum to Bar Undocumented 

Immigrants From the 2020 Census
     Council Member Francisco 
Moya issued the following state-
ment regarding President Donald 
Trump’s memorandum baring 
undocumented immigrants from 
being counted in the 2020 Census:
     “President Trump’s memo-
randum baring undocumented 
immigrants from being counted 
in the 2020 Census is patently un-
constitutional and nakedly politi-
cal. Republicans already showed 
us their playbook here. Trump and 
his flunkies don’t actually believe 
that carving undocumented im-
migrants out of the census is in 
the best interest of the country. 
All they care about is that it’s best 
for their personal and political 
self-interest. This is party over 
country. Trump doesn’t care about 
the countless people who depend 
on the federal programs that will 
be gouged if this memorandum is 
followed — programs like Medi-
care, Medicaid, SNAP, education 
grants and housing assistance. All 

he and Republicans care about is 
that this will help them gerry-
mander districts to shore up votes 
and silence immigrant communi-
ties. This memorandum is purely 
about political self-interest. It’s 
shameful, malicious and uncon-
stitutional.”
     Council Member Francisco 
Moya represents the New York 
City Council’s 21st District, which 
encompasses Corona, East Elm-
hurst, LeFrak City and parts of 
Jackson Heights. He chairs the 
Subcommittee on Zoning and 
Franchises and sits on seven other 
committees: Civil Service and 
Labor; Cultural Affairs, Librar-
ies, and International Intergroup 
Relations; Finance; Immigration; 
Land Use; Parks and Recreation; 
and Hospitals. Council Member 
Moya also serves as the vice co-
chair of the Black, Latino, and 
Asian Caucus (BLAC). For more 
information, please visit council.
nyc.gov/francisco-moya/

     Elizabeth Crowley, candidate 
for Queens Borough President, has 
ended her bid for the office and en-
dorsed Councilman Donovan Rich-
ards.   Crowley stated “I am proud of 
the race we ran for Queens Borough 
President.  From neighborhood to 
neighborhood, we shared our ideas 
and our concerns, we put forward 
plans, and we renewed our commit-
ment to move our communities for-
ward. We worked hard, and I know 
our people and our borough will be 

Crowley Calls for Queens Unity  
Endorses Richards for Borough President
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Check out: www.youtube.com/user/whirlwithmerle 
my blog on www.merleswhirls.blogspot.com 

Whirl With Merle

     This weekend, PortSide inau-
gurated the “PortSide Pandemic 
Pop-Up Park” next to the historic 
ship MARY A. WHALEN timed 
to the start of ferry service to 
Governors Island to Red Hook, 
Brooklyn “Come enjoy cool sea 
breezes, views of maritime activ-
ity and the Manhattan skyline, 
run through our sprinkler, and 
eat your take-out at bistro tables 
while keeping an eye on your kids 
zooming around this huge sea of 
asphalt on bikes and scooters”, 
said Carolina Salguero, Portside’s 
Founder and Executive Director.  
“Our spot is festooned with ship 
artifacts and our growing Fence-
Museum has quirky Red Hook 
charm and maritime authentic-
ity, along with our historic ship 
MARY A. WHALEN bobbing 
just inches from the table setup.”
     What is the Mary A. Whalen? 
According to the website, “She 
is an artifact of Ira S. Bushey & 
Sons, a Red Hook business that 
ran an innovative shipyard, a fuel 
terminal, and a fleet of vessels 
moving fuel (tugs, tankers and 
barges). The fact that ‘Bushey’s’ 
combined what are usually three 
separate endeavors makes the 
firm particularly remarkable - 
and they excelled in all three.”  
Originally, the Mary went ground 
in the Rockaways. She officially 
became the bases of operations for 
PortSide New York in 2006 open-
ing to the public in 2007.” 
     The PortSide Pandemic Pop-Up 
Park” also includes balls, frisbees 
and chalk for kids; fragrant flow-

IF YOU BUILD IT, THEY WILL RELAX by Merle Exit

ering plants; string lights during 
nighttime; umbrellas, children’s 
furniture and toys donated by 
IKEA.  In particular, IKEA had 
donated large blue standing um-
brellas resting above each of the 
9 tables. There are a total of 22 
chairs.  
     PortSide’s educational Fence-
Museum provides content relat-
ing to their e-museum Red Hook 
WaterStories (https://redhookwa-
terstories.org), the definitive and 
newly updated guide to Red Hook 
past and present.
     Salguero has been conducting a 
nightly live stream of magnificent 
sunsets that include a panoramic 
view of Portside. It will be passing 
its 100th day and can be viewed 
on www.facebook.com/portside-
newyork.  
     On Sunday, July 19, the Kings 
Country Band showed up early 
evening to serenade the attendees. 
How did word get out?  Aside 
from facebook, Salguero walked 
around the immediate neighbor-
hood and spoke with store own-
ers. Perhaps Dolce Brooklyn, 
(my favorite gelato store) will be 
delivering to the tables.      “Port-
Side connects New Yorkers to 
the benefits of our waterways 
and ports”, said Salguero. The 
pandemic, and conditions unique 
to Red Hook this summer, mean 
that it’s even more vital to get our 
neighbors and all New Yorkers 
to the waterfront, NYC’s largest 
open space. This nimble orga-
nization has history of creating 
pop ups, from a Sandy aid center 

to arts events, so when we saw 
people seeking outdoor space due 
to covid19, we added this popup 
space to our pandemic response 
work. As Governors Island rolled 
out their plans for ferries here, 
we stepped up to help them and 
connect them to the Red Hook 
community.”
     Councilman Carlos Menchaca 
has been supportive of this area 
saying, “It is during crises that 
we see who truly cares about 
our communities and is willing 
to uplift and protect our most 
vulnerable neighbors. For years, 
PortSide New York has enriched 
Red Hook by providing a space for 
play, arts, and collaboration, while 
sharpening our pride in its rich 
history and unique waterfront. 
In partnering with Governors 
Island’s reopening, PortSide has 
stepped up to make our City’s 
largest open space even more ac-
cessible and affordable. I am never 
surprised, but always humbled, 
by PortSide’s love for the com-
munity.”
     PortSide thanks corporate 
in-kind donors IKEA, Chelsea 
Garden Center, and especially 
Ports America for providing use of 
their parking lot. PortSide thanks 
Molly Malone, Dana Claire, Sue 
Sardzinski, and Timothy Miller 
for their gifts in-kind; and we 
thank the two 4-year olds who 
donated from their piggy banks.  
     Red Hook is one of several stops 
on the NYC Ferry. Red Hook’s 
Atlantic  Basin Landing is located 
at Ferry Street and Clinton Wharf.

Flushing Town Hall’s Virtual World Dance Camp 
is in Full Swing

 Classes offered Now Till-August 7; includes Kids group and Teens & Adults group

     After a successful and fun first 
week of Virtual World Dance 
Camp by Flushing Town Hall Ed-
ucation, week-daily dance lessons 
with the talented Teaching Art-
ists continue to get participants 
moving and dancing around the 
world (open to all, no prior dance 
experience needed!). 
     Participants of all ages are 
invited to experience the artistic 
expression, physical exercise, and 
joyful learning that engaging in 
world dance provides, with a 
separate kids group (ages 13 and 
under) and teens & adults group. 
     Each week of classes is inde-
pendent from each other and de-
livers the unique opportunity to 
learn international dance moves 
and gain some cultural insights 
in the comfort of everyone’s own 
home.  
     After week one delivered 
lively jazz dance & Broadway 

dance lessons with the energetic 
Teaching Artist Angela Rostick, 
the upcoming weeks will have 
participants dance around the 
world in one hour-long, introduc-
tory classes via Zoom. Partici-
pants will discover Indian dance 
and rhythms with Kathak dancer 
Abha Roy, Mexican folk dance 

with Alberto Lopez, and tradi-
tional Chinese ribbon dances, as 
well as some Kung-Fu and Tai-
Chi moves with Ling Tang. 
     Participants can learn more 
and register here for as many 
class offerings as they choose: 
http://www.flushingtownhall.
org/virtual-world-dance-camp

MTA Announces New Real-Time Bus 
Ridership Tracker on Web & App

     MTA New York City Transit 
has unveiled a brand-new capacity 
tracking feature on  the MYmta 
app that allows customers to track 
in real time the number of passen-
gers on an arriving bus, empower-
ing customers to maximize social 
distancing on public transit in the 
wake of  the COVID-19 pandemic.  
The innovative feature, currently 
being rolled out in a pilot across 
buses, enables customers to use 
their smartphones to know how 
many riders are on an arriving 
bus, coordinating with features 
that already track real-time bus 
locations and arrival times. 
     Customers who already have 
MYmta app installed, approxi-
mately 550,000 weekly users, 
will receive an automatic update 
so that they can use the new fea-
tures. The revamped app is also 
available through the App Store 
and live on new.mta.info for those 
checking from a computer. It will 
be available in the Google Play 
Store next month. 
     “Our over two million riders on 
New York City Transit are already 
noticing cleaner trains and buses 
and being vigilant about wearing 
masks and using hand sanitizer, 
but we want to give riders all the 
tools available to maximizing 
social distancing,” said Sarah 
Feinberg, Interim President of 
New York City Transit. “With this 
MYmta pilot, bus customers can 
choose to space themselves out a 
bit more where capacity allows.” 
     “This pilot is a great start to 
providing a level of comfort to 
our customers who can see be-
forehand if they want to board a 
bus or wait for another based on 
the number of riders on board,” 
said Craig Cipriano, President, 
MTA Bus; Senior Vice President, 

NYCT Department of Buses. “As 
we continue to navigate through 
this pandemic we know how 
important it is to provide the 
safest and most efficient service 
we can.” 
     “Our Customer Communica-
tions team really used their tech-
nological expertise to advance 
the app to now include passenger 
counts on much of the bus fleet 
at a time when our customers re-
ally need it,” said Sarah Meyer, 
Chief Customer Communication 
Officer of New York City Transit. 
“We will continue to expand our 
efforts with capacity tracking 
and other innovative approaches 
to provide an optimal customer 
experience.” 
     The app’s new features were 
primarily built in-house by MTA 
developers and staff led by NYCT 
Director of Customer Commu-
nications Joshua Gee and Chief 
Officer of Bus Technology Sunil 
Nair. They and their team, with 
an intimate understanding of the 
MTA bus system, helped bring the 
updates to successful completion. 
Cambridge Systematics, a tech-
nology company that specializes 
in transportation, also served as 
partners in the process.  
     The real-time data collection 
is done via Automated Passenger 
Counter (APC) sensors. The 
sensors mounted above the door-
way accurately count passengers 
boarding and alighting the bus by 
using a combination of infrared 
and 3D image pattern technolo-
gies. The system integrates with 
on-board GPS to link passenger 
data to vehicle location. Cur-
rently, the counters are on buses in 
all five boroughs, covering 40% 
of the bus fleet with plans to keep 
expanding.

better for it.   While the Board of 
Elections has not officially called 
the race, and some districts are 
still getting tallied, the numbers to 
win are just not with us.   I recently 
called Council Member Donovan 
Richards to congratulate him and to 
give him my full support as he be-
comes the Democratic nominee for 
Queens Borough President.  Dur-
ing these most challenging times, 
we need unity to bring out great 
borough together.  Queens deserves 

its fair share.  To accomplish this 
we must unite and emerge stronger 
than ever.”   
     Crowley ran on a strong platform 
of fighting for fair share of services 
and funding for Queens.    Prior 
to the race for Queens Borough 
President, Elizbeth served in the 
City Council from 2009 to 2017.  
She is the Co-Founder of 21 in 21, 
an organization dedicated to elect-
ing more women in government 
and founded QNS, which aims to 
bring transit oriented development 
to Queens.

Crowley Calls for Queens Unity  
Endorses Richards for Borough President
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Did You 
Know?HOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 7/23/20 - 7/29/20

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You could be tempted to over-
spend on unnecessary items. Try 
not to donate to organizations if 
you can hardly afford to take care 
of yourself. Your lucky numbers 
are: 8,9,3
 
TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Pleasure trips will be a form 
of healing for your emotional 
state of mind. Be prepared to 
encounter new friendships that 
will provide you with valuable 
information. Your lucky numbers 
are: 7,3,6

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Think of changes to your home 
that will please and add to every-
one’s comfort. You can prosper if 
you in vest in property or mutual 
funds. Your lucky numbers are: 
4,9,5
 
CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
You can make new connections 
through friends or relatives. Re-
lationships may be hard to handle. 
Do not make rash decisions about 
your personal life. Your lucky 
numbers are: 7,1,8
 
LEO 
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
You’re in a high cycle for ro-
mance. You need to get out if you 
want to meet potential partners. 
Mingle with those who have simi-
lar interests. Your lucky numbers 
are: 9,7,1
 
VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
You must avoid gossip and focus 
on what you have to do. You can 
form new partnerships, but don’t 
move too quickly; things may 
not be as they appear. Your lucky 
numbers are: 7,6,4
 

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You may have a problem with 
coworkers if you try to tell them 
what to do. You should avoid 
getting involved in the personal 
problems of colleagues. Your 
lucky numbers are: 6,4,9
 
SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Don’t go hog wild when it comes 
to entertainment or you could 
find yourself short of funds at the 
end of the month. Get involved in 
worthwhile endeavors and meet 
new friends. Your lucky numbers 
are: 7,2,6 

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You can make new friends if you 
join clubs. Family members will 
not be happy with the amount 
of time you are spending away 
from home. Your lucky numbers 
are: 8,1,9

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Don’t be afraid to confront situ-
ations concerning loved ones in 
order to solve any problems that 
may exist. Let go of the past in 
order to progress. Your lucky 
numbers are: 9,1,7 

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Your dramatic nature may be 
too much to handle. Try not to 
be overbearing where family is 
concerned. Don’t make moun-
tains out of molehills if you want 
to avoid conf lict. Your lucky 
numbers are: 7,9,5
 
PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Be aware of any deception on 
the part of those you deal with. 
Use your charm, but don’t sign 
or agree to anything. Your lucky 
numbers are: 6,4,1

TRY AND FIND

Bowl i ng
Br id ge
C a n a s t a
C a rd s
C a s i no

C a t ch
C h a r a de s
C he cke r s
C he s s
Clubs

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Dot
6. A type of coffee
11. Equestrian
12. Environmental science
15. Accuse (archaic)
16. An eating disorder
17. S
18. Bowling pin
20. Attempt
21. Questions
23. Anagram of “Ties”
24. Fathers
25. Head covering
26. Secluded valley
27. Hard work
28. Feudal worker
29. Hankering
30. Soup server
31. Parenting
34. Close-knit group
36. Target
37. Wicked
41. Portent
42. “Cut that out!”
43. Indian music
44. Russian emperor
45. Expectoration
46. Vocalized musically
47. American Sign Language
48. Patron
51. Born as
52. Providing (food or tales)
54. Anagram of “Covert”
56. Arranging
57. French farewell
58. Dejected
59. A lot 

DOWN
1. Irons
2. Slicker
3. Actress Lupino
4. Catches
5. Journey
6. Inner core of a tooth
7. French school
8. Center
9. Beer
10. Bristlegrass
13. Corset
14. Cheers 15. Deafen
16. Weakening
19. A small island
22. Lithesome
24. LA baseball team
26. Calyx
27. Buff
30. Not stiff
32. A large vase
33. Violent disturbances
34. Coddle 35. Mixture
38. Boasted
39. Pyrogenic
40. Type of beer
42. Squishy
44. Sailors
45. Backbone
48. Faux pas
49. Egg-shaped
50. Start over
53. Yore
55. Spy agency

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

“PLAY GA M ES”

Cr ibbage
Cro que t
Da r e
Da r t s
D euc e

D ia mond s
D iv i s ion
D ol l s
D om i no e s
He a r t s

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com Click on PUZZLES...

●    North Korea and Cuba are 
the only places you can’t buy 
Coca-Cola.
●    There are more twins now 
than ever before. - You might 
think twins are a rarity, but they’re 
actually becoming more common 
than ever. “From about 1915, when 
the statistical record begins, until 
1980, about one in every 50 babies 
born was a twin, a rate of 2 per-
cent,” writes Alexis C. Madrigal 
of The Atlantic. “Then, the rate 
began to increase: by 1995, it was 
2.5 percent. The rate surpassed 3 
percent in 2001 and hit 3.3 percent 
in 2010. [That means] one out of 
every 30 babies born is a twin.” 
Scientists believe this trend is due 
to the fact that older women tend 
to have more twins, and women 
are choosing to start families 
later. Fertility treatments such as 
in-vitro fertilization likely also 
play a role.
●    The hottest chili pepper in the 
world is so hot it could kill you. - 
The “weapons-grade” Dragon’s 
Breath chili pepper is so hot it’s 
downright deadly. If you ate one, 
it could potentially cause a type 
of anaphylactic shock, burning 
the airways and closing them up.
●    More people visit France than 
any other country.
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To read GIA online

Call 718-592-2196

Servicing: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
Long Island, Florida, California, Boston, Switzerland and Italy

Visit www.giamondo.com

Ita l i a n  Ame r i c a n  J o u r na l

GIA

WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

     Elected officials from across 
Queens came together in Roy 
Wilkins Park to call for a united 
front against the recent uptick of gun 
violence in the borough.
     Queens District Attorney Me-
linda Katz and Acting Queens 
Borough President Sharon Lee led a 
unifying peace rally aimed to “Stop 
the Violence”. 
     Katz and Lee were joined by 
elected officials from southeast 
Queens including Congressman 
Gregory Meeks, state Senators 
Leroy Comrie and James Sanders, 
Assembly members Clyde Vanel, 
Alicia Hyndman and Vivian Cook, 
and City Council members Dono-
van Richards, I. Daneek Miller, 
Adrienne Adams and Rory Lance-
man; with a handful of community 
groups and local organizations in 
attended.
     The summer has seen an in-

Elected Officials From Across Queens Call For 
an End to Gun Violence in Southeast Queens

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz speaks during 
the Peace Rally on July 19, 2020. (Photo by Dean Moses)

crease in shootings across the city, 
including in Southeast Queens, 
where shooting incidents are up 
by 360 percent this month when 
compared to July 2019, according 

to the NYPD. While gun violence is 
on the rise, there has only been one 
murder in all of South Queens in the 
same time period, according to the 
NYPD’s crime tracker, CompStat.

Pheffer Amato Distributes Masks and Hand 
Sanitizer to Local Synagogues

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens) 
delivered masks and hand sani-
tizer to synagogues throughout 
her district. Since the start of 
the pandemic, Pheffer Amato 
has delivered masks and hand 
sanitizer to dozens of religious 
institutions as congregations are 
able to increase their capacity 
indoors.
     “As we continue to move 
through our phased reopening, 
temples all over my district are 
eagerly welcoming back their 
congregants – a great sign of 
a return to normalcy,” Pheffer 
Amato said. “I love personally 
dropping off the supplies and 
catching up with the commu-
nity. Every little bit helps, and 
I’m happy to do my part to help 
my community return from the 
impacts of the COVID-19 pan-
demic safely.” 
     Pheffer Amato will be drop-
ping off more masks and hand 
sanitizer refills in the coming 
weeks. To request masks and 
hand sanitizer refills for your 
house of worship, please contact 
Assemblywoman Stacey Phef-
fer Amato’s office by phone at 
718-945-9550, or by email at 
amatos@nyassembly.gov

Councilman Ulrich Spearheads Clean-up Initiative in 
Howard Beach, Broad Channel through Wildcat

The Initiative Targeted Trash-
Prone Areas Along & Adjacent 
to the Addabbo Memorial Bridge 

     As part of his ongoing effort 
to boost the quality of life in the 
community, Councilman Eric 
Ulrich is pleased to a clean-up 
effort in Howard Beach and Broad 
Channel. Through Wildcat Ser-
vice Corporation, the initiative, 
which wrapped up last week, 
targeted trash-ridden areas along, 
underneath and adjacent to the 
Joseph P. Addabbo Memorial 
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Community Launches Open Air Market to Support 
Healthy Food Options

Fifth Annual Flushing Green-
market Connects Local Residents 
with Fresh Fruit & Vegetables 
from Local Farms 

     The Greater Flushing Cham-
ber of Commerce and GrowNYC 
launched the new season of the 
Flushing Greenmarket located 
in front of Maple Playground 
at 136-50 Maple Ave, Flushing, 
NY 11355. The Flushing Green-
market operated by GrowNYC 
will be open every Wednesday 
from 8am to 3pm, from July to 
November 2020. The last day 
will be November 24, 2020.  The 
Chamber partners with GrowNYC 

to promote the Greenmarket and 
coordinates programming with 
local businesses, cultural groups, 
and civic associations. 
     “We’re proud to present the 
fifth year -- and most critical year 
-- of the Flushing Greenmarket 
as a resource for a community 
that has been devastated by the 
COVID-19 pandemic and is strug-
gling to find healthy and reliable 
food supplies,” stated John Choe, 
executive director of the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Commerce.  
“When you buy at the Flushing 
Greenmarket, you know exactly 
who planted and harvested the 
food you give to your family 

-- that’s the type of reassurance 
consumers are demanding and 
will be the key to helping our local 
economy recover and get back on 
our feet.” 
     The Chamber curates program-
ming at the greenmarket, promot-
ing environmental education as 
well as activities that support 
community wellbeing and health. 
Alice Lee, Chair of the Chamber’s 
Advisory Board, will be coor-
dinating monthly programming 
with local artists to showcase their 
talents and encourage more people 
to visit the market.

     Council Member Francisco 
Moya issued the following state-
ment regarding the construction 
incident that left one worker dead 
and three more injured at a non-
union job site on East 36th Street 
in Murray Hill: 
     “Another worker died at an 
unsecured non-union site. Yester-

Statement by CM Francisco Moya on 
The Fatal Construction Accident in 

Manhattan Recently
day’s death is a tragedy and out-
rage but it was also, sadly, predict-
able. With dozens of construction 
workers dying at dangerous sites 
like this every year, it seems like 
hardhat workers are almost con-
stantly in a state of grief over the 
untimely and preventable death 
of another brother or sister. What 
makes this one all the more devas-
tating is that for months, construc-
tion workers have been sidelined, 
missing paychecks and struggling 
to feed their families because it 
wasn’t safe to be outside. Now, as 
New York slowly reopens, they’re 
returning to sites managed by un-
scrupulous developers who make 
it unsafe to be on the job. Can we 
stop ignoring the carnage? Can we 
stop entertaining developers and 
their lobbyists who relentlessly try 
to demolish New York’s Scaffold 
Law? Can the state stop dragging 
its feet and pass Carlos’s Law? 
We need to treat the memories of 
those who sacrificed their lives to 
build this city with some respect 
and keep their brothers and sisters 
safe.”

100 Suits’ “Senior Deliveries 
and Culinary Program” Provides 
Summer Jobs for Local Teens, 
Freshly-Prepared Meals for 
Queens Seniors While Sharpen-
ing Skills
 
     Acting Queens Borough Presi-
dent Sharon Lee and 100 Suits for 
100 Men (“100 Suits”), together 
with key partners and leaders, 
today announced the launch of 
100 Suits’ “Senior Deliveries and 
Culinary Program” Youth Initia-
tive — a summer-long program 
employing local teenagers to 

BP Lee, 100 Suits, Cross-Borough Partners Announce 
Summer Youth Employment Initiative 

prepare freshly-made, nutritious 
meals and deliver to area seniors. 
The initiative kicked off on July 
1 and runs through the first week 
of September, and is designed 
to teach team building, culinary 
skills, financial literacy, time 
management, organizational and 
operational skills, and more.
     The cross-borough partnership 
has provided paid employment op-
portunities to several youth from 
across Southeast Queens, ages 15 
to 19, in the form of preparing 140 
healthy meals each Wednesday.  
The meals are then delivered by 

the participating youth on Thurs-
days to seniors throughout South-
east Queens, with approximately 
100-110 of the meals to seniors 
specifically in Rochdale Village. 
The participating youth and their 
parents also meet remotely every 
Friday to discuss the past and 
following work week, as well as 
engage with guest speakers about 
various topics such as financial 
literacy and more.
     “This cross-borough part-
nership to provide employment  

     In response to the death 
of Georgia Congressman John 
Lewis, Attorney General Letitia 
James released the following 
statement:
     “The world mourns the loss 
of a hero, Congressman John 
Robert Lewis. From a young age, 
John Lewis saw the perils of an 
unjust country and committed 
and risked his life to changing it. 
From his days leading the Student 
Nonviolent Coordinating Com-
mittee, to the halls of Congress, 
John Lewis fought to ensure that 
liberty and justice were truly for 

Attorney General James’ Statement on 
the Death of Civil Rights Hero,  

Congressman John Lewis

all. He reminded all of us that the 
most powerful nonviolent weapon 
we have is the power to vote. 
     “We will continue to follow 
the example of the great John 
Lewis by voting, fighting voter 
suppression at every turn, and 
standing up for those who can’t 
stand up for themselves. And of 
course, by getting into good and 
necessary trouble. 
     “The world was made better 
by Congressman Lewis, and his 
spirit lives on in each of us who 
continue the fight for a more 
equitable nation. Rest in power.”

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today issued the 
following statement in response to 
President Donald Trump signing 
an illegal presidential memoran-
dum seeking to completely ex-
clude undocumented immigrants 
from the 2020 Decennial Census 
population count to shift the power 
of balance in Congress:
     “No one ceases to be a person 
because they lack documenta-

tion. Under the law, every person 
residing in the U.S. during the 
census, regardless of status, must 
be counted. 
     “We beat the president before 
in court, and we’ll challenge him 
once again on the census. We will 
continue to lead this fight because 
we will not allow the Trump 
Administration’s anti-immigrant 
policies to tip the balance of power 
in the nation.”

Attorney General James to Challenge 
Trump Administration Over Illegal 

Census Order
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
     There’s a lot of music and film 
on the Queens horizon. (Virtual, 
of course.) Dance, history, Mup-
pets, and science stream, too, 
along with pretzel-making and a 
paint party.
●    July 24, Celebrating the 
Music of Linda Ronstadt, 7 pm. 
Blues-rockers Paula Hanke and 
Peggy Ratusz dig deep to bring 
authenticity to Ronstadt’s 28-al-
bum catalog of music as part of 
the QPAC LIVE! series. A Q&A 
session follows.
●    July 24, Amulet, Aug. 6. The 
Museum of the Moving Image 
streams this ghost story with a 
claustrophobia theme. A former 
soldier, who is homeless after 
an accident, takes refuge in the 
decaying home of a lonely young 
woman who is caring for her ail-
ing mother. As romance bubbles, 
the soldier starts to suspect that 
his new love is a prisoner.
●    July 24, Flamenco Latino, 4 
pm. Jackson Heights-based Fla-
menco Latino adds spice to the 
Queensboro Dance Festival.
●    July 24, Parachutes and 
Aerodynamics, 1 pm. Participants 
in this Lewis Latimer House 
Museum workshop develop tests 
and trials to find the most effec-
tive parachute while looking at 
concepts of spinning, resistance, 
and stability.
●    July 24, Homemade Pretzels 
& Cheesy Dip, 6 pm. Chefs of d’ 
Future and Alley Pond Environ-
mental Center lead a workshop on 
how to make homemade pretzels. 
Ingredient list upon registration.
●    July 25, Vanderbilt Motor 
Parkway, 1 pm. Two Queens 
Historical Society board mem-
bers lead a live virtual tour of the 
Vanderbilt Motor Parkway, which 
was the first highway to have 
bridges and overpasses in the 
entire United States and the first 
reinforced concrete connection 
between NYC and Long Island. 
In operation from 1908 to 1938, 
a roughly two-mile remnant runs 
from Cunningham Park in Fresh 
Meadows to Alley Pond Park at 
Winchester Boulevard in Queens 
Village.
●    June 25, Jim Henson’s World, 
7 pm. The Jim Henson Legacy 
President Craig Shemin, who 
wrote “The Muppet Character 
Encyclopedia,” and performer 
Stephanie D’Abruzzo lead an on-
line conversation about Henson’s 
work and creations.
July 27, Greek American Folklore 
Society, 4 pm. The Queensboro 
Dance Festival continues with the 
Astoria-based Greek American 
Folklore Society.
●    July 27, Summer Teen Cours-
es, Aug. 14. Professional film-
makers and game designers from 
the Museum of the Moving Image 
lead 90-minute media-making 
classes for youth (ages 15–18).
●    July 27, Little Critters Story 
Time, July 31. The Alley Pond 
Environmental Center hosts read-
aloud stories with Ms. Brenda and 
live animal guests daily at 10 am.
●    July 28, Brooklyn Raga 
Massive, 7 pm. The Live at the 
Gantries concert series continues 
with Brooklyn Raga Massive, 
which showcases a wide range of 
sounds inspired by Jazz and Raga, 
a centuries-old, highly improvisa-
tional Indian genre.

●    July 28, Global Mashup: 
Boogaloo Meets Afrobeat, 7 pm. 
Flushing Town Hall’s Global 
Mashup series features two bands 
from different cultures. Each 
one plays a set; then they jam to-
gether. This first concert presents 
Latin Boogaloo and Chop and 
Quench, comprised of the cast 
and band members from “FELA! 
The Musical.”
●    July 28, New American 
Voices: The Innkeepers, 8 pm. 
Queens Theatre presents virtual 
readings of new plays on the last 
Tuesday of the month. Written by 
Novid Parsi and directed by Kate 
Bergstrom, “The Innkeepers” is 
about four guests in a remote inn. 
The weekend getaway turns into 
a murder mystery.
●    July 29, Emily Driver’s Great 
Race Through Time and Space, 
2 pm. Queens Theatre, in asso-
ciation with The Museum, Arts 
& Culture Access Consortium, 
presents a live virtual reading of 
A.A. Brenner and Gregg Moz-
gala’s “Emily Driver’s Great Race 
Through Time and Space.” In this 
play, a history-obsessed 12-year-
old girl uses her YouTube channel 
to celebrate landmark moments of 
activism and change.
●    July 29, The Immigrant Expe-
rience, 9 pm. The Queens World 
Film Festival streams shorts 
about the immigrant experience 
and hosts a conversation with the 

filmmakers.
●    July 29, Feathered Friends: 
Doves & Quails, 2 pm. Learn 
about bird beaks, feathers, feet, 
and local avian species during 
this Alley Pond Environmental 
Center workshop.
●    July 30, Matthew Schickele: 
The Oldest Takeout in Queens, 7 
pm. The Queens Council on the 
Arts is hosting various virtual 
events to introduce viewers to art-
ists and their works-in-progress. 
Schickele is composing “The Old-
est Takeout In Queens: A Singer 
and a Menu of Languages,” a 
song that explores immigration 
in Ridgewood.
●    July 30, Big Sexy, 4 pm. Asto-
ria native and long-time baseball 
writer Michael Stahl discusses 
his new book, “Big Sexy: In His 
Own Words,” which narrates the 
life of Bartolo Colón, who rose 
from extreme poverty in the Do-
minican Republic to play Major 
League baseball on such teams 
as the Yankees and the Mets. 
Though he is 47 years old, Colón 
currently plays professionally in 
Mexico.
●    July 30, Live Virtual Paint 
Party, 6:30 pm. Alley Pond En-
vironmental Center and Creative 
Scene’s Masa Kitani present this 
interactive experience. Kitani 
helps participants create beautiful 
butterf ly paintings. Bring your 
own supplies and beverage!
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Community Launches Open Air Market to Support 
Healthy Food Options

     “As we fight the pandemic 
and get back on our feet, we’re 
happy to present another year 
of healthy food options and cul-
tural programming at the Flushing 
Greenmarket,” said Alice Lee, 
Chairwoman of the Advisory 
Board of the Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce. “We will 
be featuring the work of local art-
ists every month to showcase their 
innovative work and to encourage 
more people to visit our business 
community.”  
     The Flushing Greenmarket was 
launched at Maple Playground in 
the summer of 2016 with the sup-
port of the Chamber and is oper-
ated by GrowNYC, which seeks to 
improve New York City’s quality 
of life through environmental pro-
grams that transform communities 
block by block and empower all 
New Yorkers to secure a clean 
and healthy environment for fu-
ture generations.  Located at the 
popular Maple Playground, the 
Greenmarket provides neighbor-
hood residents access to farm fresh 
food from a regional farm every 
Wednesday from July to the week 

of Thanksgiving. 
     “We are so happy to return to 
Maple Playground this season. 
Not only is this year GrowNYC’s 
50th anniversary, it’s also the 
5th anniversary of our open-air 
Flushing Greenmarket,” said 
GrowNYC’s Communication 
Specialist Catherine Crawford. 
“We’ve implemented a number 
of new safety protocols at all 
of our food access sites to keep 
shoppers safe, and we’re pleased 
to bring fresh, regional fruits and 
vegetables directly to Flushing 
residents.” 
     GrowNYC’s Greenmarket 
works to preserve local farmland, 
while ensuring that New Yorkers 
across all five boroughs have ac-
cess to fresh, healthy food grown 
right here in our region. A central 
component of Greenmarket’s 
mission and operations is product 
integrity: everything sold at mar-
ket is 100 percent farmer grown, 
produced, caught, or foraged. 
In addition to operating farmers 
markets, GrowNYC is working 
to improve the health of all New 
Yorkers with a suite of food ac-
cess strategies aimed at getting 
the healthiest, freshest food into 

the hands that need it most. 
     The Flushing Greenmarket is 
located on Kissena Boulevard and 
Maple Avenue (in front of Maple 
Playground) and is open Wednes-
days from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. until 
November 25, 2020.  Participating 
farmers include R & G Produce 
Vegetables from Goshen, New 
York.    
     Farmers accept cash, debit and 
credit cards, SNAP/EBT (food 
stamps), WIC & Senior FMNP 
coupons as well as Health Bucks 
(for every $5 spent in EBT, cus-
tomers receive a $2 Health Buck 
coupon to purchase additional 
fruits and vegetables). For updates 
throughout the season, visit the 
Flushing Greenmarket webpage 
or the Chamber’s Facebook page 
for up-to-date information on at-
market activities throughout the 
season. 
     About the Chamber - The 
Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce is a nonprofit mem-
bership association that fosters 
the economic growth, inclusive 
diversity, and shared prosperity of 
our community through advocacy, 
networking, and education. For de-
tails, go to flushingchamber.nyc. 

BP Lee, 100 Suits, Cross-Borough Partners Announce 
Summer Youth Employment Initiative

opportunities and life lessons 
for our youth, while helping feed 
seniors in need, represents the 
best of Queens,” said Borough 
President LEE. “We are deeply 
grateful to all the partners re-
sponsible for bringing such a 
creative program to life.”
     “We are very excited to have 
this great partnership, but most of 
all provide opportunities for our 
young people in our community,” 
said 100 Suits Founder KEVIN 
LIVINGSTON. “This is a clear 
example of the community cre-
ating its own opportunities, and 
that’s what we’ve done here with 
our partners. Teamwork makes 
the dream work.”
     Financial support for the pro-
gram, which is at capacity, was 
provided by Borough President 
Lee, Patrick B. Jenkins & As-
sociates and Feel Beauty Supply 
in Jamaica. Colin Kaepernick’s 
Know Your Rights Camp also 
provided financial support, as 
well as personal protective equip-
ment (PPE). 
     The fresh ingredients are 
entirely donated and delivered 
weekly by Long Island City-
based commercial kitchen Kom-
missary LIC: approximately 400 
pounds of chicken, 250 pounds 
of rice and 150 pounds of fresh 
vegetables throughout the dura-
tion of the program (40, 25 and 

15 pounds of each respective 
ingredient per week). 
     The meals are freshly-made 
and prepared by the participating 
youth at the teaching kitchen at 
Forestdale, Inc. in Forest Hills 
— opened just last year thanks 
in part to prior funding by then-
Borough President Melinda Katz. 
     “The importance of this 
partnership with 100 Suits and 
Kevin Livingston is in empower-
ing our youth, enabling them to 
learn a great trade with stability,” 
said Rochdale Village Board 
of Directors President JEAN 
RANDOLPH-CASTRO. “Just as 
important and humbly reward-
ing is feeding Rochdale Village 
seniors during the COVID-19 
crisis, ensuring their health and 
well-being through healthy eat-
ing and improving their quality 
of life.”
     We need to do our part in 
supporting the community and 
restoring confidence. Together 
with 100 suits, we can create 
these opportunities to empower 
the Youth to further their involve-
ment in the community,” said 
Kommissary Chief Culture Of-
ficer EDWARD SONG. “Always 
improving and helping others is 
what we are all about.”
     “Forestdale was very pleased 
when the Borough President 
made this introduction to 100 
Suits. Young people from one of 
the communities hardest hit by 

the pandemic were desperate for 
an opportunity to make a contri-
bution to help their neighbors,” 
said Forestdale, Inc. Executive 
Director BILL WEISBERG. 
“Making meals for hundreds of 
seniors who have been most vul-
nerable and isolated at this time 
was an inspired idea by 100 Suits. 
Pairing the young chefs with For-
estdale’s state-of-the-art teaching 
kitchen, which was sponsored by 
the Borough President’s Office 
and the City Council for just this 
sort community-building activ-
ity, was perfect.”
     “I commend everyone in-
volved in this most important 
endeavor to bring the culinary 
ar ts and other much needed 
skills to the young people in our 
community,” said State Sena-
tor JAMES SANDERS, JR. “I 
particularly would like to thank 
Kevin Livingston for always be-
ing proactive and bringing such 
an innovative project to Southeast 
Queens where it is much needed.”
     “The 100 Suits Summer Youth 
Employment Initiative tackles 
two important issues that our 
community still faces- food in-
security and employment,” said 
Councilmember ADRIENNE 
ADAMS. “I applaud this initia-
tive that will give our young 
people an outlet and the opportu-
nity to learn valuable skills while 
providing fresh and nutritious 
meals for our seniors.”

Taiwanese Chamber of Commerce in 
New York Donates 50,000 Face Masks

     Acting Queens Borough 
President Sharon Lee recently 
announced a generous donation 
of 50,000 face masks from the 
Taiwanese Chamber of Commerce 
of New York (TCCNY) and fa-
cilitated by the Taipei Economic 
and Cultural Office in New York 
(TECO-NY), to be distributed 
across dozens of Queens commu-
nity-based organizations.
     “As New York City carefully 
embarks upon the road to recovery 
and rebuild, our future hinges on 
remaining vigilant and emulat-
ing the proven best practices of 
maximizing safety,” said Borough 
President LEE. “The masks were 
made in Taiwan, which swiftly 
and effectively contained CO-
VID-19 from the earlier stages 
of this global pandemic. To not 
learn from the measures of their 
success – including the universal 
use of face masks – would be at 
our own peril.  Queens County 
is deeply grateful to TCCNY and 
TECO-NY for this generous, hu-
manitarian contribution of masks 
to the Borough of Families.”
     “It is my great pleasure to 
represent the Taiwanese Chamber 
of Commerce of North America 
and the Taiwanese Chamber of 
Commerce of New York to donate 
50,000 made-in-Taiwan masks to 
Queens,” said Taiwanese Chamber 
of Commerce of New York Presi-
dent JOEY CHIANG. “While 
New York gradually reopens, it is 
crucial to prevent a second wave 
and ensure that there are enough 
masks for people to protect them-
selves. This donation signifies the 
love from the Taiwanese people 
and shows solidarity with the 
borough that is home to many 
Taiwanese Americans.”
     The 50,000 donated face masks 
will be distributed throughout the 
borough by various partner orga-
nizations, including:
•    100 Suits for 100 Men in Ja-
maica
•    Adhikaar in Woodside
•    Bangladesh Society, Inc. in 
Elmhurst
•    Bengali American Society of 
New York in Jamaica
•    BlaQue Resource Network 
serving Southeast Queens
•    Brigada de Esperanza NY in 
Jackson Heights
•    Centro Corona in Corona
•    Chabad of Flushing in Flushing
•    Chabad of Rego Park in Rego 
Park
•    Community Capacity Develop-
ment in Jamaica
•    Deliverance Tabernacle Church 
of Christ in South Jamaica
•    Dominico-American Society 

of Queens in Corona  
•    DRUM — Desis Rising Up and 
Moving in Jackson Heights
•    DSI International, Inc. in 
Jamaica
•    Elmcor Youth and Adult Activ-
ity, Inc. in Corona
•    Elmhurst Community Partner-
ship in Elmhurst
•    Eternal Love Baptist Church 
in Corona
•    F.A.I.T.H.: Fathers Alive in the 
Hood, Inc. in Jamaica
•    First Baptist Church in East 
Elmhurst
•    Garden of Hope in Flushing
•    Haitian Americans United for 
Progress, Inc. in Hollis
•    Harding Ford Vision, Inc. in 
Jamaica
•    Hour Children in Long Island 
City
•    Hungry Monk Rescue Truck 
in Ridgewood
•    Iglesias Evangelica Discipulos 
de Jesucristo de Corona in Corona
•    Independent Living Associa-
tion, Inc. serving New York City
•    Islamic Center of Jackson 
Heights in Jackson Heights
•    Jackson Heights Merchant As-
sociation in Jackson Heights
•    Jamaica Community Part-
nership, a Sheltering Arms NY 
program, in Jamaica
•    Kehilat Sephardim of Ahavat 
Achim in Kew Gardens Hills
•    La Jornada in Flushing
•    Make The Road New York in 
Jackson Heights
•    New Hope Missionary Baptist 
Church in Far Rockaway
•    New Immigrant Community 
Empowerment in Jackson Heights
•    New York City Department of 
Correction Desi Society in East 
Elmhurst
•    Project Hope Charities, Inc. 
in Jamaica
•    Queens Centers for Progress 
in Jamaica
•    Queens Community House in 
Flushing and Kew Gardens
•    Queens Neighborhoods United 
in Woodside
•    Queens Services for the Autism 
Community in Astoria
•    Retail, Wholesale and De-
partment Store Union Local 338 
serving New York City and Long 
Island
•    Rochdale Village Board of 
Directors in Jamaica
•    Rochdale Village Senior Center 
in Jamaica
•    Rock Safe Streets, a Shelter-
ing Arms NY program, in Far 
Rockaway
•     Ro ck away  L ove  a nd 
Grace Christian Fellowship in  

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today released the 
following statement announcing 
she has opened an investigation 
into the widespread Twitter hack 
last night that affected countless po-
litical leaders, celebrities, business 

AG Letita James Opens Investigation into Twitter Hack
leaders, philanthropists, and others:
     “Countless Americans rely on 
Twitter to read and watch the news, 
to engage in public debate, and to 
hear directly from political leaders, 
activists, business executives, and 
other thought leaders. Last night’s 

attack on Twitter raises serious 
concerns about data security and 
how platforms like Twitter could 
be used to harm public debate. I 
have ordered my office to open an 
immediate investigation into this 
matter.”
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Roughly 700,000 Households will 
Receive Supplemental Payments 
for July. More than $400 million 
in Benefits Distributed to Low-
Income New Yorkers Since April
 
     The New York State Office of 
Temporary and Disability Assis-
tance (OTDA) today announced 
more than $100 million in addi-
tional emergency food assistance 
for New Yorkers adversely affected 
by the unprecedented COVID-19 
pandemic. About 700,000 low-
income individuals and families 
enrolled in the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) will receive the maximum 
allowable benefit for July to help 
them avoid food insecurity.
     “There is no question that the 
global pandemic has put a sig-
nificant economic strain on many 
households throughout the state, 
causing more and more New York-
ers to experience food insecurity,” 
said Commissioner Mike Hein 
said. “These additional benefits 
will help hundreds of thousands 
of struggling New Yorkers avoid 
hunger as we continue to weather 
the storm of this unprecedented 
public health crisis.”
     Administered by OTDA, the 
emergency assistance is issued to 
any SNAP household that does not 
ordinarily receive the maximum 
allowable benefit per month, which 
is $194 for an individual and $646 
for a family of four. These ben-
efits will be distributed later this 

Consumer Alert: NYS Division of Consumer Protection 
Offers Tips to Help Keep Kids Safe This Summer

month, after the regular SNAP 
issuance. About half of all house-
holds receiving SNAP will receive 
additional benefits for July.
     This will mark the fifth con-
secutive month all SNAP re-
cipients in New York State have 
received the maximum benefit. 
In April, Governor Andrew M. 
Cuomo directed OTDA to submit 
a plan to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture to provide emergency 
supplemental payments for March 
and April to any SNAP household 
getting less than the maximum 
monthly benefit, which is $646 
for a family of four. Since that 
time, approximately $400 million 
in additional benefits have been 
distributed throughout the state.
     As with the prior months, the 
supplemental payments will be 
issued over a period of several 
days once SNAP benefits for July 
have been issued. The payments 
will be delivered directly to recipi-
ents’ existing Electronic Benefit 
Transfer (EBT) account and can 
be accessed with their existing 
EBT card. Like regular SNAP 
benefits, the supplemental benefits 
can be used to purchase food at 
authorized retail food stores. Any 
unused SNAP benefits will be 
automatically carried over to the 
following month.
     For more information on the 
emergency supplemental SNAP 
benefits, including answers to fre-
quently asked questions, visit otda.
ny.gov/SNAP-COVID-19

New York State Announces an  
Additional $100 Million In Food  
Assistance For Snap Recipients

Water Safety Tips
     Being near water is a summer 
past-time, but drowning is the 
leading cause of accidental death 
in children between ages 1 and 4.  
Keep these tips in mind while hav-
ing fun in the water:
•    An adult should always super-
vise young children when in or 
around water. 
•    Adult water watchers must be 
vigilant and undistracted in their 
duties. Stay off electronic devices!
•    Teach essential swimming skills: 
floating, breathing techniques and 
treading water. 
•    Install a four-sided isolation 
fence around home pools with self-
closing and self-latching gates. The 
fence should separate the house and 
the pool area. 
•    Always use life jackets around 
natural bodies of water even if you 
know how to swim.
Safety Tips for Children and Pets 
in Hot Cars 
There is a real and severe danger 
of leaving children or pets in hot 
cars, the caregiver could be culpable 
under child endangerment laws. 
Sadly, 857 children have died na-
tionwide due to Pediatric Vehicular 
Heatstroke (PVH) since 1998. Ten 
of these were in New York State. 
Follow these tips to prevent addi-
tional tragedies:
•    Never leave a child in an unat-
tended vehicle in the warm weather, 
not even with the windows slightly 
open or down, due to the risk of 
heatstroke (hyperthermia).
•    If you see a child in a hot car, call 

911 right away and follow instruc-
tions. Emergency personnel are 
trained to respond.
•    Teach children not to play in or 
around vehicles and to alert an adult 
when a friend is playing in a vehicle 
without supervision. Make sure 
children understand the dangers 
of trunk entrapment (suffocation, 
heatstroke, etc.).
•    Place a stuffed toy in your child’s 
car seat when not in use and move 
the toy to the front passenger seat 
when your child is in his/her car 
seat as a reminder that your child 
is in the vehicle.
•    When driving with a child in a 
vehicle, use drive-through services 
whenever possible.
 Outside Play Safety Tips
Playing outdoors is fun and healthy 
for children. However, some basic 
rules can make this activity safe 
and enjoyable. Keep these basic 
tips in mind:
Bike/Skateboard/Scooter Safety
•    When riding a bike, skateboard 
or scooter, wearing the proper 
helmet can significantly reduce 
the risk of head injury in the event 
of a fall. 
•    Make sure the helmet fits and has 
a chin strap and buckle that will stay 
securely fastened during impact. 
•    When buying a bike helmet, look 
for the label that reads: “Complies 
with U.S. CPSC Safety Standards 
for Bicycle Helmet.” 
•    Regularly check your helmet for 
cracks or degradation, and replace 
the helmet after it’s been in a crash. 
Additionally, select a safe riding 
area for children, away from roads 
and cars. 

Trampoline Safety
•    Adults should always supervise 
kids and set ground rules: only one 
jumper at a time, and no somer-
saults, because landing on the head 
or neck can cause paralysis. 
•    Make sure your trampoline has 
shock-absorbing pads that com-
pletely cover its springs, hooks and 
the frame of the structure. 
•    Place the trampoline away from 
trees, and make sure it has a net 
enclosure to help prevent injuries 
from falls.
Playground Safety
•    Avoid burns from hot playground 
equipment by touching the plastic 
or metal surfaces yourself before 
kids begin playing. 
•    To prevent strangulation, never 
attach jump ropes or pet leashes to 
equipment, and make sure that there 
are no drawstrings on children’s 
clothing.
•    Surfaces underneath and around 
playgrounds should have a 9- to 
12-inch deep layer of wood chips, 
mulch, sand, pea gravel or mats 
made of safety-tested rubber to help 
protect kids if they fall.
     The New York State Division 
of Consumer Protection serves 
to educate, assist and empower 
the State’s consumers.  For more 
consumer protection information, 
call the Consumer Helpline at 
800-697-1220, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm. Consumer 
complaints can be filed anytime on-
line at the Division website, www.
dos.ny.gov/consumerprotection. 
Follow the Division at @NYSCon-
sumer or www.facebook.com/ 
nysconsumer.

     Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer 
Amato (D-Breezy Point) teamed 
up with the New York Blood Center 
to host an emergency blood drive 
in Breezy Point, Queens. The drive 
was organized to help address local 
blood shortages throughout the city 
and state. 
     “Due to the COVID-19 Pandem-
ic, there has been an increased need 
for blood donation nationwide” 
Pheffer Amato said. “I was happy 
to partner with the New York Blood 
Center to bring this opportunity to 

donate directly to our community. 
As always, South Queens contin-
ues to step up in times of need to 
donate 54 pints of blood for patients 
who need it most.” 
     According to the New York 
Blood Center, the 54 pints of blood 
which were donated could result in 
helping save or positively impact 
162 lives. Pheffer Amato plans 
to host multiple blood drives in 
her district over the next several 
months. Locations and dates are 
to be determined. 

Pheffer Amato, NY Blood Center Host 
Blood Drive in Breezy Point

Bridge. 
     “Our office has received several 
complaints about trash and debris 
along and adjacent to the Addabbo 
Bridge. I am pleased to share 
that we have enlisted the help of 
the Wildcat Service Corporation 
for a much-needed clean-up ef-
fort of the area. The Addabbo 
Bridge serves as the gateway to 
both Howard Beach and Broad  
Channel, so it is important this 
area remains clean,” said Coun-
cilman Eric Ulrich. “I’d like to 
thank Wildcat for their continued  
partnership and for all they do to 
keep our neighborhoods beauti-
ful.”
     “The Broad Channel Civic 
Association and the Jamaica Bay 
Ecowatcher’s  commend Coun-

cilman Ulrich for addressing 
this environmental disaster. The 
debris along the Addabbo Bridge 
walkway, as well as in the area 
underneath the Bridge, has been 
the largest single source point for 
pollution entering Jamaica Bay,” 
said Dan Mundy, President Broad 
Channel Civic Association and 
Vice President of the Jamaica 
Bay Ecowatcher’s. “Once in the 
Bay this trash would have a very 
harmful effect on the animals 
and marine life, in addition this 
area had become so overcome 
with debris that pedestrians and 
bicyclists could barely navigate 
past it. A big thank you to the 
Wildcat team and their workers 
who did an outstanding job; and to 
Councilman Ulrich for his efforts 
to bring this great organization in 
to clean-up this area.”

     “On behalf of Wildcat it is our 
pleasure to help with the clean-up 
of the Joseph Addabbo Bridge,” 
said Lortesha White, Operation 
Specialist at Wildcat. “With the 
help of Sanitation and the Parks 
Department, we vow to keep this 
area clean. It is always out plea-
sure to take care of any necessary 
need for the community. We like 
to thank Council Member Ulrich 
for entrusting us with such a task.”
     Wildcat provides job oppor-
tunities and resources for New 
Yorkers to become economically 
independent. Founded in 1972, 
Wildcat has helped hundreds of 
thousands of unemployed and 
underemployed New Yorkers find 
jobs, build careers and receive 
the training and guidance neces-
sary to compete in the New York 
economy.

Councilman Ulrich Spearheads Clean-up Initiative in 
Howard Beach, Broad Channel through Wildcat

Far Rockaway
•    Tibetan Community of New 
York & New Jersey in Woodside
•    Transitional Services for New 
York, Inc. in Whitestone
•    United Community Schools 
in Corona
•    United Food and Commercial 
Workers International Union Lo-
cal 1500 serving the New York 
City metropolitan area
•    United Nations Church of New 
York in Springfield Gardens
•    Violence Intervention Program, 

Inc. in Jackson Heights
•    Voces Latinas in Jackson 
Heights
•    Woodhaven Residents Block 
Association in Woodhaven
     The generous donation aug-
ments Borough President Lee’s 
ongoing efforts to secure and 
facilitate the swift distribution 
of personal protective equipment 
(PPE) to meet the needs of front-
line and essential workers, as well 
as vulnerable and disproportion-
ately-hit populations throughout 
Queens County since the begin-
ning of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Taiwanese Chamber of Commerce in 
New York Donates 50,000 Face Masks

     The New York State Depart-
ment of Labor today released 
preliminary local area unemploy-
ment rates for June 2020. Rates 
are calculated using methods 
prescribed by the U.S. Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. The State’s 
area unemployment rates rely in 
part on the results of the Current 

State Labor Department Releases Preliminary June 2020 
Area Unemployment Rates

Population Survey, which contacts 
approximately 3,100 households in 
New York State each month.
     From June 2019 to June 2020, the 
State’s private sector employment 
count decreased by 1,407,400. The 
State’s seasonally adjusted private 
sector job count increased over 
the month by 296,400, or 4.5%, to 

6,894,200 in June 2020.The State’s 
private sector job count is based 
on a payroll survey of 18,000 New 
York employers, which is con-
ducted by the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. In addition, the State’s 
seasonally adjusted unemployment 
rate increased from 14.5% to 15.7% 
in June 2020.

Local Area Unemployment Rates* (%) June  2019 and June 2020 (not seasonally adjusted)
*Data are preliminary and subject to change.

    Nassau-Suffolk, June 2020 12.9, June 2019 3.4
    New York City, June 2020 20.4, June 2019 3.9



THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2020 THE QUEENS TIMES PAGE 11

Read our paper online 
www.queenstimes.com

QueensTimes is on facebook
Visit us at  www.facebook.com/queenstimes  

or visit our website www.queenstimes.com

QUEENS 

TIMES

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Formation of QUEENS 
JS REALTY LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 02/21/2020. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to 41-60 Main Street, Suite 
312, Flushing, NY 11355-3833. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of BREEGIFT 
BASKETBUSINESS LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/27/2020. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 126-10 Farmers Blvd., 
2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

BLACKVILLE BORN LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of State of NY 
3/2/20. Off. Loc. : Queens Co. 
United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served & 
shall mail proc.: 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of THE 
GLOW UP TEAM, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on March 9, 2020. 
Of f ice located in Queens 
County. SSNY is designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC 4441 
Purves, Street, #616, Long 
Island City, New York 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of Cody 
James Smith LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 5/14/20. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY is designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC 278 RTE 37 
New Fair f ield, CT 06812 . 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
B O O K K E E P I N G  B Y 
CAMERON, LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 06/11/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
18-24 Palmetto Street, Apt. 
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
Foxcommerce LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 5/12/20. Office 
location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall  mail  process 
to: The LLC, 6820 62nd St, 
Apt 2, Glendale, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

Shiv’s Apothecary LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 5/1/2020. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Ashiviah Fleming, 
3707 147th St., Apt.2F, Flushing, 
NY 11354. General Purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
N YC  M E N TA L  H E A LT H 
COUNSELING PLLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/09/2020. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 23-01 
33rd Street, Astoria, NY 11105. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

37-17 MANAGEMENT LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 6/18/20. 
Office in Queens Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC whom 
process may be ser ved.  
SSNY shall mail  process to 
37-17 Bowne St., Flushing, 
NY 11354, which is also the 
principal business location.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

Notice of formation of Limited 
Liability Company (“LLC”).  
Name:  Clearspace Services 
LLC.  Articles of Organization 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of the State of New 
York (“SSNY”) on June 10, 
2020.  N.Y. office location:  
Queens County.  The SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process to Clearspace 
Services LLC, 146-12 20th 
Ave., Apt. 1, Whitestone, 
New York 11357.  Purpose/
character of LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or activity. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

531 Products, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on June 5, 2020. 
Office in Queens Co. SSNY 
designated agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to 58-12 Queens Boulevard, 
Suite 3C, Woodside, NY 11377.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020

BIO-DISINFECTION LLC. 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 5/26/2020. Office:  
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to the LLC, 3424 
77th Street, Apt 1R, Jackson 
Heights  NY 11372-2300. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020

Notice of Formation of ALANA 
SIQUEIRA LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/17/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
34-18 91ST Street, #C51, 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/16,23,30,8/6,13&20/2020

Notice of Formation of WE 
KNOW EVERYTHING LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/01/2020. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3002 
3 9 T H  A v e n u e ,  # C 6 0 9 , 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of Formation of JEREMY 
NORMAN LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/01/2020. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 105-46 87TH 
Street, Ozone Park, NY 11417. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of Formation of Limited 
L iab i l i t y  Company (LLC) 
Name: Inayat LLC Articles 
of Organization filed by the 
Department of State of New 
York on: 12/31/2018 Office 
location: County of Queens 
Purpose: Any and all lawful 
activities Secretary of State of 
New York (SSNY) is designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail a 
copy of process to: Arslan 
Chaudhr y  17122 L iber t y 
Avenue Jamaica, NY 11433 
Registered Agent of the LLC: 
Arslan Chaudhry 17122 Liberty 
Avenue Jamaica, NY 11433. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

BIO-DISINFECTION LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
5/26/2020. Office:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 3424 
77th Street, Apt 1R, Jackson 
Heights NY 11372-2300. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

Meng Blasts President Trump’s Attempt To Ban  
Undocumented Immigrants From Reapportionment

Congresswoman to intro-
duce legislation to block 
the effort

     Rep. Grace Meng (D-
NY) today blasted President 
Trump for attempting to ban 
undocumented immigrants 
from being counted in reap-
portionment for Congress. 
The Congresswoman also 
announced that she will in-
troduce legislation to block 
the effort. 
     “President Trump’s 
unconstitutional attempt to 
count some people instead 
of ALL people for reappor-
tionment will fail just like 
his unsuccessful attempt 

to add a citizenship ques-
tion to the 2020 Census,” 
said Meng. “I helped defeat 
that effort and I will do the 
same with his latest move 
to undermine the constitu-
tion and do further harm to 
immigrant communities. 
From the Muslim travel ban 
to separating families at the 
U.S.-Mexico border, this 
President will do anything 
he can to advance his anti-
immigrant agenda, and now 
he is using reapportionment 
to expand that cruel and un-
American effort.”
     “Immigrants have always 
been America’s strength, 
and during the COVID-19 

pandemic, we’ve seen how 
so many immigrants have 
put themselves on the front 
lines to help combat the 
coronavirus,” Meng added. 
“They have made enormous 
sacrifices, working tire-
lessly to provide the criti-
cal services we need and 
depend on. As a member of 
the House Appropriations 
Committee, I will be intro-
ducing legislation to block 
funds from being used to 
carry out the President’s 
plan. Immigrants are part 
of the fabric of our nation, 
and we will not allow them 
to be kicked to the curb by 
this President.”

     Cong resswoman  
Carolyn B. Maloney (D-
NY) released the following 
statement about her vote 
against f inal passage of 
H.R. 6395, the William M. 
(Mac) Thornberry National 
Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2021.
     “I could not, in good 
conscience, support this bill 
which continues to explode 
the Pentagon’s budget while 
too many Americans are 

Maloney Votes No on FY2021 NDAA
suffering, and Congress 
continues to underfund hu-
man needs. We need to real-
locate much of this funding 
to better serve the American 
people. We need to be invest-
ing in our schools, social 
safety net programs, and rent 
relief for millions of people 
who now find themselves 
out of work because of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This 
bill also fails to demilitarize 
the police by staying silent 

on the 1033 program, leav-
ing in place the mechanism 
under which the Department 
of Defense transfers military 
equipment to local law en-
forcement across the county 
– that is unacceptable.
     “While I’m pleased that 
the House voted to accept 
my amendment to include 
my Corporate Transparency 
Act in this package, that does 
not outweigh the failures of 
the underlying bill.”

     NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst and the Queens 
Public Library have part-
nered to host a series of 
virtual health and wellness 
educational events to in-
crease health care literacy 
for all residents in Queens. 
The free series includes 
discussions led by NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elm-
hurst providers on a range 
of topics, including healthy 
eating, pediatric milestones, 
COVID-19 awareness, and 
what to do to get children 
ready for a new school year. 
The collaboration is part of 
Queens Public Library’s 
Community Health Ser-
vice program, which pro-
vides free health education 
classes, workshops, and 
activities to promote health 
awareness in the commu-
nity.
     “NYC Health + Hos-
pitals/Elmhurst is excited 
by this partnership with 
the Queens Library and 

NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst and Queens 
Public Library Launch Virtual Series of Health 

and Wellness Educational Events 
the opportunity it gives us 
to increase health literacy 
about common medical 
issues during an extreme-
ly difficult time for our 
communities,” said Vice 
President of NYC Health 
+ Hospitals and Elmhurst 
and Queens Hospitals CEO 
Israel Rocha. “Using virtual 
platforms for community 
engagement by our physi-
cians, nurses, and other pro-
viders is a fantastic way to 
improve population health 
and encourage people to 
make informed healthcare 
decisions.”
     “Queens Public Library 
is committed now more than 
ever to helping our com-
munities stay informed and 
healthy by offering them 
access to a wide range of 
free virtual programs fo-
cusing on medical issues,” 
said Queens Public Library 
President and CEO Dennis 
M. Walcott. “NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst has 

been an outstanding part-
ner, and we are thrilled to 
work with them to help 
people obtain vital informa-
tion directly from profes-
sionals in the field, so they 
can make knowledgeable 
decisions about their and 
their families’ health.”
     Schedule of NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst vir-
tual lectures through the 
Queens Public Library:
     Monday, July 27, 2 PM: 
Healthy Foods from Around 
the World: Jey Hwang, 
RDN, CDN Director of 
Food and Nutrition Services 
will discuss some nutrition 
basics and healthy recipes. 
     Tuesday, July 28, 10 AM: 
Pediatric Milestones: Dr. 
Pilar Gonzalez, Director of 
Elmhurst’s Pediatric Clinic, 
will analyze developmental 
milestones like the first 
smile, walking, and talk-
ing. To join these programs, 
Visit: https://www.queensli-
brary.org/

Riders Alliance Executive 
Director Betsy Plum said:

     “The livelihoods of mil-
lions of New Yorkers and 
the future of our city hinge 
on federal aid to the MTA. 
We are counting on our 
champions in Washington 

led by Senator Schumer 
and Representative Jef-
fries to save the subways, 
buses, and paratransit ser-
vices that we depend on.
     “When federal dollars 
arrive, Governor Cuomo 
must make sure they are 
spent on the core t ran-

Riders Alliance Statement on Public Transit’s 
‘Fiscal Tsunami’ 

sit services New Yorkers 
need. The governor has to 
reopen the subway over-
night and prioritize fre-
quent buses and trains by 
modifying the MTA’s bud-
get to cancel the planned 
expansion of its police 
force.”
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Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz 
Presents Check For Recovered Funds to 

Kadribegic Family.

Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz returned $38,671 
to Ms. Alemina Kadribegic, with her father Husamedin, 
after the Housing and Worker Protection Bureau foiled a 
business email scheme targeting their family and attorney. 
The Kadribegics believed they were sending money to their 
attorney but instead got robbed by an online imposter.

     Recently, Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-South 
Queens) joined Tom Grech, Presi-
dent and CEO at the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce, for their 
weekly Facebook Live Discussion 
called ‘Taking Care of Business’. 
The discussion serves as an oppor-
tunity for the Chamber to provide 
updates and share best practices 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In addition, the events amplifies 
great work and to share how the 
businesses and Chamber are going 
above and beyond for the commu-
nities they serve. Pheffer Amato 
joined several speakers including 
Larry Zogby from RDS Same Day 
Delivery and Sher Sparano from 
OneGroup Insurance.
     “I want to thank Tom and the 
entire Queens Chamber for their 
handwork throughout the pandem-
ic as their tireless efforts have been 
a lifeline for many of the businesses 
within my district and Queens-
wide,” Pheffer Amato said. “My 

Pheffer Amato joins Queens Chamber 
of Commerce ‘Taking Care of Business’ 

Facebook Live Discussion

office has been and will continue 
to be open to any local business 
owner who needs hand sanitizer, 
masks, or who needs assistance 
with City or State programs- feel 
free to email me directly at ama-
tos@nyassembly.gov or call my 
district office at 718-945-9550”. 
     “Truly an honor and privilege 
to work with one of our hard work-
ing electeds in the NY Assembly. 
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer 
Amato has been a great partner 
in supporting the small business 
community both with her work in 
Albany and among her constituents 
here in Queens. We thank her for 
her leadership and advocacy of all 
small business,” says Tom Grech, 
President & CEO of the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce.
     The conversation can be found 
on the Chamber’s Facebook page 
by clicking the link below: https://
www.facebook.com/watch/live/
?v=1668970599925487&ref=wat
ch_permalink


