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The Day I Was Arrested With  
John Lewis

Joe Crowley (third from left) and John Lewis arm in arm on October 8th, 2013 in Washington, DC for the 
Camino Americano: March for Dignity and Respect. Photo Courtesy of Joe Crowley. See story on page 2.

On Tour of Northport VA, Suozzi Urges 
Veterans Affairs Secretary Wilkie to 

Expedite Upgrade of Facilities

Suoz z i  d iscussed h is  pr ior i t ies ,  speci f ica l ly 
demolition of Buildings 1 and 2, improving mental 
health services, assisted living for aging veterans, 
and establishment of Community Based Outpatient 
Clinics in western Nassau County. See story on page 3.

“Protect” Columbus, Washington and 
Jefferson Statues Biden Says

     VP Joe Biden said the gov-
ernment has a “responsibility to 
protect” the statues of Christopher 
Columbus, George Washington 
and Thomas Jefferson.
     When asked about his thoughts 
on monuments and statues being 
removed across the country. Biden 
said, “Taking down, toppling the 

Christopher Columbus statue or 
the George Washington statue is 
something that the government has 
an opportunity and a responsibility 
to protect from happening”.
     The presumptive Democratic 
presidential nominee said that he 
believes there is a “distinction” to 
be made with regards to statues 

and whether or not they should 
be allowed to stay in public 
places.
     “There is a distinction be-
tween the reminders and remem-
brances of history, and recover-
ing from history,” Biden said. 

Consumer Alert: The Division of 
Consumer Protection Reminds 

Businesses and Consumers About 
Unsolicited Telemarketing Calls 

During State of Emergency
Unsolicited Telemarketing Calls are Prohibited During Declared 
State of Emergency

     The New York State Division of Consumer Protection is 
reminding businesses and consumers about State law related 
to telemarketing activity during a declared state of emergency. 
On December 18, 2019, Governor Andrew M. Cuomo signed 
into law a bill that prohibits unsolicited telemarketing sales calls 
to anyone in an area subject to a declared state of emergency. 
     The law, which went into effect immediately, makes it unlaw-
ful for any telemarketer doing business in New York to make an 
unsolicited telemarketing sales call to any person in a county, 
city, town or village under a declared state of emergency or di-
saster emergency. On March 7, 2020, through Executive Order 
202, Governor Cuomo declared a state of emergency relating to 
the novel coronavirus outbreak until September 7, 2020. 
     “While New York’s smart and phased in approach to CO-
VID-19 is keeping our infection rate low, the COVID-19 crisis 
is not over,” said Secretary of State Rossana Rosado who over-
sees the NYS Division of Consumer Protection. “Unnecessary 
telemarketing calls are illegal as we continue to be in a state of 
emergency, thanks to Governor Cuomo’s leadership with the 
passage of this law.” 
     An “unsolicited telemarketing sales call” means “any tele-
marketing sales call other than a call made: 
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.

     In September of that year, l 
and a number of Members of the 
House Democratic Caucus were 
frustrated by the Administration’s 
deportation policies. Mind you, 
this was the Obama Administra-
tion and not the Trump Admin-
istration’s immigration policies. 
Congressman Luis Gutierrez was 
the point person on this issue. I 
was his big “Irish Partner.” Luis 
and I had been agitating for immi-
gration reform since I had arrived 
in Congress in 1999. We were 
frustrated, after failed attempts 
to bring meaningful and compas-
sionate reform, we needed to take 
more drastic steps to bring more 
attention to this issue.
     We conferred with others, in-
cluding Congressman John Lewis, 
about our next steps. John believed 
that the only way to garner the 
attention of the White House was 
if several of us would be willing 
to march, protest, and refuse to 
move. Even if that meant that we 
were to be arrested. We coordi-
nated this protest with a number 
of outside organizations including 
the National Council of La Raza 
and organized labor. It was called 
the “Camino Americano: March 
for Dignity and Respect.” On that 
day, I marched arm in arm with 
John Lewis.
     I was raised in a “police” fam-
ily. Like my grandfather before 
him, my dad was a New York City 
police officer. After going to law 
school, he was promoted to detec-
tive. He retired after 22 years in 
the Department. For most of my 
childhood, I debated pursuing 
one of two professions: joining 
the police force, like my father, or 
becoming a priest, like my uncle. 
Ultimately, I decided to follow my 
uncle’s profession. Not the uncle 
that was a priest, but the other one 
that was a politician.
     I had, and continue, to have re-
spect for the men and women who 
serve as officers. Growing up in 
that environment was a great de-
terrent for getting into “trouble.” 
Still, I was raised in a family 
where we could also recognize 
social injustice. It was why my 
father went to law school. He saw 
first hand some of the injustice 
in the system but had faith in the 
law as a way to change that. It also 
helped that my family was steeped 
in The Troubles, and respected the 
need for the Irish people to protest 
and resist in order to break from 
British rule in Northern Ireland.
     My mother and her people are 

from South Armagh. I read of the 
peaceful marches of 1968. A mir-
ror of what was happening here 
during the Civil Rights movement. 
The Nationalist community in the 
North identified with Martin Lu-
ther King, John Lewis, and their 
dedication to non-violence. People 
like John Hume, Bernadette Dev-
lin McAliskey, and others saw 
their example as a way forward in 
Ireland. I knew of the suppression 
of that movement in Ireland as 
well. Again, a mirror of the “Bull 
Connor’s” of the American South. 
     So, on that autumn day in 2013, 
after marching to the base of the 
Capitol on the Washington Mall, 
my colleagues and I were ordered 
to disperse or face arrest. We did 
not disperse. We were arrested. 
In total, around 200 people were 
arrested, including myself along 
with Luis Gutierrez (D-Illinois), 
Keith Ellison (D-Minnesota), 
Raul Grijalva (D-Arizona), Al 
Green (D-Texas), Jan Schakowsky 
(D-Illinois ), Charlie Rangel (D-
New York), and John Lewis (D-
Georgia). It was my first arrest, 
but for John Lewis, it was his 45th!
     This was Washington in 2013. 
Not Selma in 1963. Not Derry in 
1968. We were not facing down 
rubber bullets, or tear gas, or wa-
ter cannons, or dogs. However, I 
knew the significance of what I 
was doing. I was being arrested 
for protesting. I was getting into 
“good trouble” with my friend 
John Lewis.
     It was the first time I had ever 
been handcuffed and put into 
a police van. I had never expe-
rienced anything like it. It was 
surreal in many ways. I was a bit 
unsure of what was to happen, so 
I nervously turned to John Lewis 
and said jokingly, “What are you 
doing time for?”
     John looked at me with a great 
grin and said, “You will look back 

on this as one of your finest days.” 
He was, of course, right. As I write 
this today, and until my last day, it 
will always be one of my proudest 
moments during my public service 
tenure.
     Joe Crowley and John Lewis 
under arrest on October 8, 2013. 
(Courtesy of Joe Crowley2Gallery
Joe Crowley and John Lewis under 
arrest on October 8, 2013.
     After being “booked” and 
processed we paid a fine and 
we were released. The Obama 
Administration would later is-
sue Executive Orders to protect 
from deportation the children of 
undocumented parents who were 
brought to the United States as 
minors as well as their parents. I 
believe our actions helped lead to 
these Executive Orders.
     As I think about John’s passing, 
I am grateful for knowing such an 
incredible man. I want to thank 
him for being the moral leader he 
was. Thank him for demonstrat-
ing his dedication to peaceful, 
non-violent protest consistently 
throughout his entire life. Thank 
him for instilling in me that real 
change can only be made by tak-
ing action. Thank him for teaching 
all of us that there is good cause 
for getting into “good trouble.” 
Thank him for being my friend. 
     I never missed a chance, while 
in his presence, to say, “I love 
you, John.”
     On my last day on the House 
Floor after my loss, John put his 
hand out to me and pulled me to 
his chest. We said nothing but 
embraced for what seemed like an 
eternity but was only a moment. I 
kissed him on his beautiful, bald 
head and once again told him, “I 
love you, John.” He looked up 
at me and said, “I love you too, 
brother Joe.”

Rest in Peace and Power, John.

By Joe Crowley
The Day I Was Arrested With John Lewis

Joe Crowley and John Lewis under arrest on October 8, 2013.

He went on to differentiate George 
Washington, who did own slaves 
and “may have things in the past 
that are now and then distasteful,” 
from leaders of the Confederacy 
who fought to keep slavery.
     “The idea of comparing whether 
or not George Washington owned 
slaves or Thomas Jefferson owned 
slaves and somebody who was in 
rebellion, committing treason, and 
running trying to take down the 
Union to keep slavery, there is a 
distinction there,” Biden said.
     “I think the idea of bringing 

down all those Confederate monu-
ments to Confederate soldiers and 
generals who strongly supported 
succession and the maintenance 
of slavery, and going to war to do 
it, I think those statues belong in 
museums,” Biden said. The former 
vice president went on to say that 
the government is obligated to pro-
tect statues and monuments “like 
the Jefferson Memorial,” calling 
them a “remembrance.”
     Biden’s comments come after 
weeks of Black Lives Matter 
protesters calling for Confederate 
statues and monuments to be taken 
down across the country, as well as 

those commemorating Columbus. 
Local officials across the country 
have acquiesced too many of those 
requests. Numerous statues of Co-
lumbus, Washington and Jefferson 
have been toppled or vandalized by 
vandals, as well.
     Biden also weighed in on Princ-
eton University’s decision to re-
move former President Woodrow 
Wilson’s name from the Woodrow 
Wilson School of Public and 
International Affairs and Wilson 
College, saying, “any institution 
that chose a name and wants to 
now jettison that name, that’s a 
decision for them to make.”

“Protect” Columbus, Washington & Jefferson Statues 
Biden Says
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Meng, Liu, Kim And Koo Announce Restoration of Gas 
Service at The Bland Houses in Flushing

     Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens), 
State Senator John Liu (D-
Queens), Assemblyman Ron Kim 
(D-Queens) and Councilman 
Peter Koo (D-Queens) announced 
the restoration of gas service at 
the Bland Houses in Flushing, 
Queens. 
     The restoration comes after 
the lawmakers sent a letter to 
the heads of the New York City 
Housing Authority (NYCHA), 
New York City Department of 
Buildings (NYCDOB) and Con 
Edison calling for broken gas 
lines to be immediately repaired 
so that impacted residents could 
once again receive working gas 
in their apartments.   
     For months, tenants in 20 
apartments – 10 units at 133-50 
Roosevelt Avenue (which lost gas 
in February) and 10 units at 133-40 
Roosevelt Avenue (which lost gas 
in March) – suffered without any 
gas supply. They were unable to 
cook or use their stoves during the 
height of the coronavirus outbreak 
in New York, and throughout most 
of the summer months.
     In addition to the letter, Meng 
personally spoke with NYCHA 
Chair and CEO Gregory Russ. She 
explained the toll that the outage 

had taken on these residents, and 
emphasized the urgent need for 
restoring gas as soon as possible.   
     Late yesterday, service was 
returned to the 10 apartments at 
133-40 Roosevelt Avenue, and 
gas is expected to be functioning 
shortly in the other 10 units at 133-
50 Roosevelt Avenue. 
     “The restoration of gas service 
at the Bland Houses is great news 
for affected tenants, and I am 
pleased to have played a role in 
helping to resolve this issue,” said 
Congresswoman Meng. “These 
repairs are long overdue and 
should not have taken this long. 
But I thank NYCHA for follow-
ing through and finally fixing 
the problem. I also thank Chair 
and CEO Russ for speaking with 
me about the outage, and being 
responsive to my concerns for 
constituents who reside in these 
buildings. I hope that there will be 
no further service interruptions, 
and that any future repairs do not 
take many months to fix.”
     “Our neighbors and constituents 
at Bland deserve better than the 
inordinate delays and treatment 
they have suffered for far too long 
during this stay-at-home health 
crisis and it’s good to see that at 

long last progress is being made 
to restore this vital service,” said 
State Senator Liu. “Kudos and 
thanks to Congressmember Meng 
for lighting the fire under NYCHA 
so that these residents can finally 
light the fire on their stoves once 
again.” 
     “This is good if belated news 
for the tenants living without gas 
these past five to six months, and 
I am glad that the concerns we ex-
pressed as elected officials helped 
make the difference,” said Assem-
blyman Kim. “Being forced to go 
without use of your stove during 
the middle of the COVID-19 pan-
demic is unacceptable, and I hope 
the gas is restored for the remain-
ing affected residents shortly.” 
     “If a private landlord left its 
tenants without gas for months 
during the pandemic, they would 
be held to account,” said Coun-
cilman Koo. “NYCHA needs to 
do more to make sure these gas 
outages stop happening. And 
when infrastructure does need 
repairs, it needs to be fixed with 
far greater urgency. Many thanks 
to Congresswoman Meng and 
my colleagues in government for 
drawing attention to this serious 
issue.”

Meng And Espaillat Urge Senate to Allow Hot Food For 
SNAP Program

Lawmakers lead bipartisan letter 
calling on the chamber to adopt 
language from the House-passed 
HEROES Act that would allow 
SNAP beneficiaries to purchase 
hot food 
 
     Reps. Grace Meng (NY-06) and 
Adriano Espaillat (NY-13) led a 
total of 65 Members of Congress 
in sending a bipartisan letter to 
the Senate calling for the chamber 
to include language in its next 
COVID-19 relief bill that would 
permit Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) ben-
eficiaries to use their Electronic 
Benefits Transfer (EBT) cards to 
purchase hot food for the duration 
of the coronavirus pandemic. The 
correspondence comes after a pro-
vision allowing for hot food pur-
chases was included in the most 
recent House-passed COVID-19 
relief package, the HEROES Act. 
The letter was sent to Senate 
leaders and the chair and ranking 
member of the Senate Commit-
tee on Agriculture, Nutrition and 
Forestry. 
     Before this national health 
crisis started, over 37 million 
people participated in SNAP to 
buy food each month and of this 
number, nearly 70 percent include 
children, the elderly, or those with 
disabilities. Providing flexibility 
to SNAP participants will ensure 
families struggling during this 
unprecedented time have f lex-
ibility to put nutritious food on 
the table. 
     “Caring for the most vulner-

able during a national health crisis 
must be Congress’ top priority as 
it works to craft another coronavi-
rus relief bill,” said Rep. Meng. “I 
want the Senate to adopt language 
that would allow SNAP partici-
pants to purchase hot food. This 
would expand options for millions 
of families and ensure everyone 
can have a hot meal. This is not 
the time to add additional burdens 
to those suffering; EBT benefits 
must meet the needs of the mo-
ment. I’m honored to lead this ef-
fort with Congressman Espaillat 
and have the support of so many 
colleagues. I urge the Senate to 
do the right thing.”
     “As communities around the 
globe face ongoing challenges due 
to the coronavirus, our efforts to 
provide relief and recovery must 
first address the needs of the most 
vulnerable among us,” said Rep. 
Espaillat. “The global COVID-19 
pandemic has only further exacer-
bated the many hardships families 
face, and it remains vital that we 
extend SNAP benefits to ensure 
these families do not face further 
barriers when providing food and 
hot meals for their families during 
these challenging times.”
     “As I’ve seen in my work with 
World Central Kitchen, a hot meal 
is more than just calories – it rep-
resents dignity and hope for the 
future,” said Chef José Andrés. 
“As so many of our fellow citizens 
face difficult moments of food 
insecurity, USDA’s hot food waiv-
ers represent the flexibility that 
families, essential workers, and 

the nearly 40 million Americans 
who rely on SNAP benefits to buy 
food each month deserve.” 
     “SNAP is our nation’s first line 
of defense against hunger,” said 
Nicholas Buess, Associate Direc-
tor for Mobilization and Policy at 
Food Bank For New York City. 
“As the Senate considers much-
needed relief, our priority must 
be protecting low-income fami-
lies from hunger. Strengthening 
SNAP by increasing benefits and 
removing harsh barriers that limit 
access to this survival resource is 
key. We stand with Representative 
Meng by calling on the Senate 
to include all enhancements for 
SNAP that the House has called 
for in the HEROES Act.”
     “The convenience store in-
dustry thanks the bipar tisan 
members of the House who sup-
port language in the stimulus 
package allowing the purchase 
of hot foods by SNAP recipi-
ents during the pandemic,” said 
Anna Ready Blom, Director of 
Government Relations at the 
National Association of Conve-
nience Stores. “As families juggle 
multiple responsibilities – caring 
for loved ones who have fallen ill, 
teaching and caring for children 
who are not in school, working 
full-time or searching for work, 
and surviving day-to-day – we 
believe it’s important for Con-
gress to make burdens lighter, not 
heavier. Allowing SNAP families 
to purchase hot foods would give 
them needed flexibility during the 
public health emergency.”

     Congressman Tom Suozzi (D 
– Long Island, Queens) joined the 
United States Secretary of Veter-
ans Affairs, Robert Wilkie, for a 
visit to the Northport Veterans 
Affairs Medical Center, which 
provides health care services to 
veterans on Long Island and sur-
rounding areas. Secretary Wilkie 
and Suozzi toured the facility and 
discussed ways to improve care 
for veterans. Suozzi discussed 
his priorities for the Northport 
VAMC, specifically the demoli-
tion of Buildings 1 and 2. These 
crumbling buildings are the first 
buildings one sees upon entering 
the Northport campus. Suozzi has 
been pushing to have these build-
ings demolished since coming 
to Congress in 2017 and, earlier 
this month, announced that the 
Army Corps of Engineers has 
awarded a $6.984 million demo-
lition contract to an upstate New 
York firm. The demolition of 
these buildings will not only make 
room for much-needed parking 
for patients, staff, and visitors, 
but will restore the reputation of 
the Northport VA as being one of 
our nation’s premier facilities for 
the care of our veterans. 
     “I want to thank Secretary 
Wilkie for visiting this critical 
facility, which serves more than 
30,000 veterans each year. Up-
grading the Northport VA has 
been a priority of mine since 
I came to Congress in 2017,” 
said Suozzi. “During our tour, I 
made several suggestions to the 
Secretary on how Northport can 
become the premier facility it 
once was recognized as being. 
While we still have a long way 
to go, I am encouraged that un-
der the skilled leadership of Dr. 
Antonio Sanchez, we have made 
progress, including the recent 
announcement that a contract has 
been awarded for the demolition 

On Tour of Northport VA, Suozzi Urges 
Veterans Affairs Secretary Wilkie to 

Expedite Upgrade of Facilities
of Buildings 1 and 2, something 
that I have been advocating on 
behalf of for four years.”
     “Here in Northport and across 
the country, VA staff stepped up 
to provide life-saving care during 
these important times,” said VA 
Secretary Robert Wilkie. “From 
quickly transitioning to virtual 
care, to designing innovative out-
reach efforts, the staff here have 
provided flexibility and resilience 
when the community needed it 
most. I am proud to join them 
today and show my gratitude for 
their incredible work.”
     Improvements for the facility 
suggested by Suozzi to the VA 
Secretary include:
•    The demolitions of Buildings 
1 and 2: by December 2020, now 
that a contract has been awarded 
by the Army Corps of Engineers. 
•    Mental health services for 
veterans: providing mental health 
services for our Veterans nation-
wide has been a top priority for 
Suozzi. He is also advocating for 
Northport to be chosen as one of 
the nine sites nationally for a clini-
cal trial that will study the efficacy 
of using meditation as a treatment 
for PTSD.
•    Assisted living for Long 
Island’s aging veterans: Long 
Island’s aging veteran population 
and the Northport VAMC’s abun-
dant land provide the Department 
with an excellent opportunity to 
implement a public-private as-
sisted living pilot program that 
can serve as a model and help ad-
dress many of the issues posed by 
an increasingly older population.
•    Establishment of permanent 
Community Based Outpatient 
Clinics (CBOCs) in Western Nas-
sau County: Suozzi is advocating 
for permanent CBOCs in the Town 
of North Hempstead and Glen 
Cove as it can take more than 
two hours for veterans to travel 
from Western Nassau County to 
Northport.

     It is with gratitude and enthu-
siasm that I thank the constituents 
of the 37th Assembly District. I 
feel honored to have received the 
Democratic Party’s nomination to 
be on the ballot in November by a 
margin of over 1500 votes!
     Voters know that I have been 
successful in passing significant 
legislation for the families of our 
district. There is a need in Albany 
for the voices of older women and 
mothers and our district recog-
nized my experience in serving 
our communities. From Sunny-
side to Ridgewood, Maspeth to 
LIC, Hunters Point, CourtSquare, 
Dutch Kills, Blissville and most 
especially the NYCHA com-
munities of Queensbridge, Ra-
venswood and Astoria Houses, 
I pledge to continue to serve as 
your full-time Assemblywoman, 
fighting for all.
     Now more than ever I believe 
Democrats must work together 
in furthering an agenda of social 
justice, equity, a strong infrastruc-
ture and a sustainable future. I 
am honored to continue to work 

on issues like education, health 
care and worker’s rights. We must 
do the work necessary to ensure 
New York and all of us recover 
from COVID-19 and the economic 
uncertainty we face. Thank you 
to everyone who supported me in 
this primary race, thank you as 
well to my two opponents; I hope 
you will join me in supporting Joe 
Biden and the Democratic ticket 
in our effort to take our country 
back to the people. Thank you to 
the many organizations, unions, 
faith leaders, tenants, businesses 
and colleagues who endorsed me 
and joined our effort.
     Thank you to my fabulous 
staff and campaign team, to the 
Ridgewood Democratic Club, 
the Himalayan Democratic Club, 
Progressive Voices United and 
Queens Dems. Thank you to my 
running mates Diane Ballek, Ian 
Magerkurthe, Corinne Haynes-
Wood, Deirdre Feerick, Michael 
McGuire, and Andre Stith. We 
will continue to engage local 

Nolan Thank The Constituents of The 
37th Assembly District
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by Merle Exit

Check out: www.youtube.com/user/whirlwithmerle 
my blog on www.merleswhirls.blogspot.com 

Whirl With Merle      U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY) 
announced that she helped pass 
the NO BAN Act which seeks to 
repeal President Trump’s travel 
bans that target individuals from 
several predominantly Muslim 
countries. The legislation, which 
Meng cosponsored, passed the 
House of Representatives by a 
vote of 233-183. 
     “Since President Trump first 
announced his Muslim travel 
ban, I have led efforts to defund 
it, and I was proud to support 
and help pass the NO BAN Act 
as well,” said Congresswoman 
Meng. “Muslims are hard-work-
ing members of our communi-
ties particularly here in Queens. 
They contribute to the greatness 
of our country and help improve 
neighborhoods throughout our 
borough and across the nation. 
We must continue standing up to 
the President’s xenophobia and 
discrimination against Muslims. 
This bigotry is ugly, cruel and 
un-American, and we will not 
stop fighting for the rights of the 
Muslim community. I urge the 
Senate to now follow the House’s 
lead and immediately pass the NO 
BAN Act.” 
     “The Muslim Bar Association 
of New York (MuBANY) was 
pleased to see that the House 
passed the NO BAN Act and 
thanks Congresswoman Meng 
and other Congressional leaders 
for this very important legisla-
tion,” said the Muslim Bar As-
sociation of New York. “The NO 
BAN Act would repeal the Mus-
lim and African ban, and would 
prevent future presidents from 
passing similar immigration re-
strictions. America was founded 
by immigrants and continues to 
be a place where all people can 
achieve their dreams. As lawyers 
in New York, many who are 
immigrants or the children of 
immigrants, we know that New 
York has been the first stop to a 
new life for generations of im-
migrants, and we are pleased to 
see legislation that protects the 
rights of people to achieve the 
American dream. We are grateful 
to all the leaders who continue 
to fight against Islamophobia, 

xenophobia, and the climate of 
hate and otherness.”
     “The South Asian Bar Associa-
tion of New York (SABANY) ap-
plauds the House of Representa-
tives on passing the NO BAN Act 
and we thank Congresswoman 
Meng for co-sponsoring this im-
portant piece of legislation,” said 
the South Asian Bar Association 
of New York. “SABANY has long 
opposed President Trump’s Mus-
lim travel ban, its discriminatory 
intent and the harm it inflicts on 
Muslims across the world, many 
of whom have a South Asian 
background and call America 
home. Any form of discrimina-
tion is unacceptable and this ban 
on the basis of religion should be 
overturned. We hope to see this 
Act quickly pass the Senate and 
become a law that protects our 
Muslim brothers and sisters.”
     The NO BAN Act, introduced 
in April 2019 by Rep. Judy Chu 
(D-CA) and Senator Chris Coons 
(D-DE), also contains several 
other provisions: 
•    Amends the Immigration and 
Nationality Act’s nondiscrimina-
tion provision to explicitly prohib-
it discrimination based on religion 
and to apply all nondiscrimination 
protections to immigrant and non-
immigrant visas alike.
•    Limits a President’s overly 
broad authority to issue future 
bans by requiring suspensions 
and restrictions to be temporary, 
based on credible facts, narrowly 
tailored to a compelling interest, 
and circumscribed to the least 
restrictive means possible.
•    Requires the President to con-
sult with the Secretaries of State 
and Homeland Security before 
restricting or suspending the entry 
of individuals and increases man-
datory reporting requirements to 
Congress.
•    Provides a presumption in fa-
vor of granting humanitarian and 
family-based waivers. 
     In January 2017, Meng was the 
first Member of Congress to intro-
duce legislation aimed at stopping 
President Trump’s Muslim ban, 
and she has consistently spoken 
out against his rhetoric and polices 
towards Muslims and immigrants.

Meng Helps Pass Legislation to Repeal 
President’s Trump’s Muslim Ban 

     Recently, U.S. Rep. Grace 
Meng (D-NY), a member of the 
House Appropriations Commit-
tee, introduced legislation to stop 
President Trump’s attempt to ban 
undocumented immigrants from 
being counted in congressional 
reapportionment. 
     The ‘‘No Funds for Appor-
tionment Exclusion Act’ would 

Meng Introduces Legislation to Block 
President Trump From Excluding  

Undocumented Immigrants in  
Reapportionment

prohibit the use of federal funds to 
implement, administer, or enforce 
the President’s plan. The bill has 
48 cosponsors. 
     Meng blasted the President’s 
plan when it was reported yester-
day, and immediately announced 
her intention to introduce legisla-
tion seeking to prevent it from 
moving forward.
     “President Trump’s latest attack 
on our hard-working immigrant 
communities is outrageous and 
must be stopped,” said Meng. 
“It not only advances his anti-
immigrant agenda but seeks to 
undermine the census. Under the 
law, everyone in the U.S. must be 
counted, not just those who he 
wants to count. I urge all of my 
colleagues in the House to support 
this critical legislation.”

Marlene Tseng Yu Debuted Her Latest Mural, “Aurora 
Borealis” on February 8th in Springfield Massaschusetts

     The Springfield Museums 
presented The Essence of Nature: 
Paintings by Marlene T. Yu (Green 
Movement in Art) in the D’Amour 
Museum of Fine Arts, beginning 
February 8, 2020.  Artist Marlene 
Tseng Yu’s newest artwork, a 36-
foot mural had its debut along with 
a gallery of 19 of her other pieces. 
     Due to the recent COVID19, 
the museums had to close.  As 
of July 13, with advanced tickets 
encouraged, they reopened to the 
public with several safety protocols 
that you can find on their website.  
Since Marlene’s exhibit was part 
of the closure, the museum was 
able to provide a virtual tour of 
her artwork.  You can view it at 
http:springfieldmuseums.org/exhi-
bitions/essence-nature-paintings-
marlene-yu
     Hearing brilliant recommenda-
tions the staff. Including Curator 
Maggie North, first viewed Mar-
lene’s distinctive artwork while 
visiting her studio at the Rainforest 
Art Foundation located in Long 
Island City Yu’s own inspiration 
of the natural world and concern 
for the effect of  Global Warming, 
Marlene and her husband, James 
have established the Foundation 
with locations in Shreveport, Loui-
siana and Taiwan. The Rainforest 
Art Foundation, whose mission is 
to increase appreciation through 
art, supports other artists who 
share her desire to preserve our 
planet. Still a vital working artist in 
her 80s, Yu’s career includes over 
4000 nature-inspired works across 
more than thirty-five themed art 
series. 
     Marlene T. Yu (Chinese-
American, born 1937) has created 
monumental canvases using en-

ergetic brushstrokes and vibrant 
colors. Born in Taiwan Yu came 
to the United States in 1963, where 
she was exposed to Abstract Ex-
pressionism. For over fifty years, 
the artist has combined Eastern 
and Western traditions to create 
these immersive abstracts that 
emphasize both nature’s beauty 
and power. 
     “Visiting her studio, we wanted 
to speak to her about some of the 
newer pieces as well as those in 
the past that also pertained to the 
green movement,” said North. 
“As a Curator, I am able to pro-
vide information about the space 
which now just about holds the 20 
piece exhibition. In choosing the 
artwork, we also gave suggestions 
as to what the public tends to enjoy 
as well as Marlene’s vision that we 
executed in the gallery.”
     “The exhibition really gives 
you a sense of her work through-
out the decades. We have pieces 
from the 70’s as well as from the 
past decade. Her murals are quite 
immersive. They encourage you 
to step back from the piece and 
as you are drawn into parts of the 
composition you are inspired to 
walk closer, step back again and 
explore another part by honing into 
it. Marlene deserves so much credit 
not only for the amount of thought 
and time that she’s put into it but 
how the pieces will look in the 
gallery. It is not often that we have 
the artist come to the museum and 
assist with the installation.” 
     “The Essence of Nature com-
bines elemental images—earth, 
air, fire, water, ice, forest—in Yu’s 
unique ‘multi-dualistic’ style, fo-
cusing viewers on both the beauty 
and the fragility of our natural 
world,” Smith continued. “The 
phrase multi-dualism derives from 

Yu’s revolutionary art style. She il-
lustrates multiple dualities: in her 
artwork, she mirrors themes in na-
ture, blends physical and emotional 
subject matter, applies techniques 
she has developed from her Eastern 
and Western backgrounds to high-
light global concerns, and provides 
opportunities to appreciate her 
paintings from different points of 
view.”
     “Marlene Yu’s stunning monu-
mental paintings push the boundar-
ies of expression through vibrant 
colors and energetic brushstrokes,” 
said Heather Haskell, Vice Presi-
dent of the Springfield Museums 
and Director of the Art Museums. 
“Her unique vision encourages all 
of us to take a moment to appreci-
ate the natural landscape around us 
and to work harder to preserve the 
world’s ecological bounty.” 
     A pioneer in the environmental 
green movement in art, in 2001 
Yu founded the Rainforest Art 
Foundation to support other artists 
who share her desire to preserve 
Earth. The foundation’s mission is 
to increase appreciation of nature 
through art. Still a vital, working 
artist in her 80s, Yu’s prolific career 
includes over 4000 nature-inspired 
works across more than thirty-five 
themed art series. 
     “The Springfield Museums are 
honored to feature Marlene Yu’s 
monumental and revolutionary 
art,” said Kay Simpson, President 
and CEO of the Springfield Mu-
seums. “We are eager to share her 
vision and sensibilities with our 
visitors and raise awareness of the 
environmental themes her work 
illuminates.” 
     For further information on the 
exhibit and the four other muse-
ums, visit www.springfieldmuse-
ums.org

     Join award-winning writer 
Susie Orman Schnall for a live 
presentation as she talks about 
her newly-released novel, We 
Came Here to Shine, that’s ap-
pearing on must-read summer 
lists including those of Good 
Morning America and Travel + 
Leisure.  Schnall will discuss 

Novelist Susie Orman Schnall and the 1939 World’s Fair 
Wednesday, August 5th 7pm to 8pm Free Virtual Zoom Chat

how she came up with the idea 
for the book, the research she 
did to bring this World’s Fair 
story to life, and some of the 
fascinat ing and behind-the-
scenes history of the fair that 
takes center stage in the novel. 
There will be visuals as well as 
time for Q&A with the author.  

     To sign up for Susie Orman 
Schnall’s live virtual talk on 
Zoom:
Visit: ht tp://allianceforfmcp.
org/contact to enter your e-
mail address on the Alliance 
cont ac t  page ,  a nd  we w i l l 
send you the Zoom sign-in and 
password.
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HOROSCOPE
Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 7/30/20 - 8/5/20

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Your diplomatic approach and 
rather outgoing n  ature 
will enhance your reputation and 
bring you the support you need. 
Your lucky numbers are: 7,8,6

 TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Work quietly at your own goals 
and forget about situations that 
you can do little about. Get on with 
your life. Your lucky numbers 
are: 6,1,4

 GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Opportunities for new and excit-
ing relationships will be yours if 
you get out and join groups. Your 
lucky numbers are: 8,1,9

 CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Focus on what’s important rather 
than spreading yourself too thin 
and accomplishing little. Problems 
with peers are apparent. Your 
lucky numbers are: 9,4,8

 LEO 
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Unexpected events may be upset-
ting. Avoid any confrontations 
with colleagues. Only bite off 
what you can chew. Your lucky 
numbers are: 7,6,9

 VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
You may find that friends will 
offer some good advice regarding 
your personal life, which could 
lead to the reappearance of a past 
romantic tie. Your lucky numbers 
are: 6,3,1

 LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You should put in some extra 
hours developing that creative 
idea you have. Your ability to 
charm others will put you in the 
limelight. Your lucky numbers 
are: 2,4,7

 SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
It may not be the best time to so-
cialize with clients or colleagues 
this week. Do your job and then 
spend some time with family. 
Your lucky numbers are: 1,3,7
 
SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Renovations or purchases made 
for your home will payoff. Help 
those incapable of taking care of 
their personal affairs. Your lucky 
numbers are: 6,4,2

 CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Don’t take advantage of your ex-
pense account. You will not impress 
others by being foolishly generous. 
Your lucky numbers are: 9,6,7 

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You’ll find it easy to charm mem-
bers of the opposite sex this week. 
Use your quick wit to win points 
with friends. Your lucky numbers 
are: 8,6,9 

 PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Have a heart-to-heart talk with 
family and find out what the prob-
lems are. You can’t make things 
better if you don’t know what to 
fix. Your lucky numbers are: 6,2,1

TRY AND FIND

A lt ar
Band
B ouquet
Br ide
Ca ke

Cat erer
Cat sk i l l s
Chape l
Char m
Ch i ld ren

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Not tall
6. Unit of capacitance
11. Praise
12. City on San Francisco Bay
15. Movie house
16. Envisages
17. Altitude (abbrev.)
18. Hype
20. Faucet
21. Radar signal
23. Disgorge
24. Evergreen trees
25. Focusing glass
26. Air force heroes
27. Where the sun rises
28. Jittery
29. Knave
30. After ninth
31. Courses of study
34. Fall color
36. Unruly crowd
37. Backside
41. Wreckage
42. Lairs
43. Within
44. After-bath powder
45. A region of SE Pakistan
46. Paper holder
47. Play a role
48. Polish remover
51. Mineral rock
52. Uninformed
54. Thespians
56. Terrestrial
57. Stage
58. Artist’s workstand
59. Scattered, as seed 

DOWN
1. Experienced
2. Seeking
3. Lyric poem
4. Cavort
5. Russian emperor
6. Renowned
7. Winged
8. Anger
9. French for “Friend”
10. Tooth doctor
13. Paucity
14. Vipers 15. A steel wire 
rope
16. Hindrances
19. Academy award
22. Clairvoyant
24. Overzealous
26. Unit of land
27. Snake-like fish
30. Vats
32. A large vase
33. Condominium
34. Seer
35. Tastes in art and manners 38. Re-
lease
39. Roiled
40. Aspirations
42. Internal-combustion engine
44. Diplomacy
45. Display
48. Beers
49. Short sleeps
50. Reflected sound
53. Historic period
55. A Hebrew letter

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

T H E BIG DAY

Chu rch
C i v i l
Co lor s
Couple
Cr u i se

Danc e
D i n ner
D ove s
D ow r y
Dre s s

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Crossword/Sudoku online.. 
Visit www.queenstimes.com

Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

democrats! My warmest thanks 
to Speaker Carl Heastie; we have 
broken glass ceilings for women 
and African Americans during our 
time in Albany and will continue 
to do so.
     To my wonderful family, who 
have supported me through all the 
years of grueling campaigns and 
the demands of this job, I love you 
and I am so grateful. Most of all, 
thank you to all who participated 
in the process and exercised their 
fundamental right to vote. I look 
forward to working together.

Nolan Thank The 
Constituents of 

The 37th Assembly 
District
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WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

MTA Announces Completion of Four ADA-Accessible 
Stations Coinciding With 30th Anniversary of the  

Americans With Disabilities Act
Additions of ADA-Accessible 
Upgrades at Astoria Blvd NW 
Station in Queens, 86 St   Station 
in Brooklyn, and Bedford Av and 
1 Av   Stations Deliver Improved 
Access to Four Subway Lines and 
LaGuardia Airport Bus Transfer  
 
     The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA) announced 
the completion of four ADA-
accessible stations coinciding 
with the 30th anniversary of 
the passage of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act. The MTA 
marked the historic anniversary 
at an event at the newly upgraded 
Astoria Blvd subway station in 
Queens, where the installation of 
four elevators has recently been 
completed in addition to rebuilt 
elevated walkways, new benches, 
and finished platform stair enclo-
sures. The MTA also announced 
the 86 St R station in Brooklyn is 
set to become ADA accessible this 
week and the Bedford Av   station 
in Brooklyn and 1 Av   station in 
Manhattan are set to become ADA 
accessible in early August.
     “Make no mistake: adding four 
new, accessible stations with el-
evators will make a big difference 
in the lives of our customers with 
disabilities,” said Janno Lieber, 
President of MTA Construction 
& Development. “But the criti-
cally important work of making 70 
more stations fully ADA compli-
ant as part of the 2020-2024 Capi-
tal Plan cannot be achieved if the 
plan’s funding is cut as a result of 
the COVID-19 crisis. Accessibil-
ity must and will always remain a 
core priority of any Capital Plan, 
but our ambitious 70 station plan 
only works if we have a fully 
funded MTA.”
     “When we talk about modern-
izing mass transit, it’s not just 
about better signals and newer 
train cars,” said Sarah Feinberg, 
Interim President of MTA New 
York City Transit. “It’s about mak-
ing sure all of our customers can 

use the system with ease. Make 
no mistake: we have a long way 
to go toward accomplishing this 
goal and today’s anniversary is 
by no means a victory lap. There 
is much work that still needs to 
be done, but this latest package of 
stations brings us one step closer 
toward achieving a more equitable 
and accessible system.” 
     “I came to New York City 
Transit for days like this,” said 
Alex Elegudin, Senior Advisor 
for Systemwide Accessibility. 
“Making stations accessible can 
be challenging for a range of rea-
sons, but it’s always worth it and 
I’m hopeful that federal legislators 
will take notice of this essential 
work and help us fund more of it. 
New Yorkers with disabilities de-
serve a transit system that serves 
them and I’m eager to celebrate 
more events like today in the years 
to come.”  
     This latest package of eleva-
tor installation work at stations 
around the system comes amid 
a backdrop of significant finan-
cial uncertainty surrounding the 
MTA’s 2020-2024 Capital Plan. 
That plan included a historic, $5.2 
billion commitment to expanding 
the number of accessible subway 

stations by more than 50% and 
ensuring that no customer would 
be more than two stations away 
from an accessible station. It 
remains on hold due to pandemic-
induced budget shortfalls of an 
unprecedented magnitude. While 
celebrating progress on the Au-
thority’s longstanding commit-
ments to enhancing accessibility 
throughout the system, MTA of-
ficials urged the U.S. Senate to 
provide emergency funding. 
  About the Projects - Astoria Blvd    
Station  
     Work on the Astoria Blvd 
station, serving the    lines and 
M60-SBS bus to LaGuardia Air-
port, began in September of 2018, 
with the station reopening last 
December after a nine-month clo-
sure. The completion of elevator 
work includes a pair of street-to-
mezzanine elevators as well as two 
mezzanine-to-platform elevators. 
Additional accessibility features 
rebuilt elevated walkways, new 
benches, finished platform stair 
enclosures, new digital service 
information signage, and a pair 
of new street-to-mezzanine stair-
cases are also set to be incorpo-
rated by the time the project is 
completed.

Suozzi And His Ways And Means Colleague from Oregon, 
Blumenauer, Host Zoom Town Hall For Hard Hit NY 

Restaurants And Catering Halls

Members of Congress discuss 
$120 billion RESTAURANTS Act 
of 2020 to help restaurants, cater-
ing hall and their workers 

     Congressman Tom Suozzi 
(NY-03) and Congressman Earl 
Blumenauer (OR-03) hosted a 
Zoom Town Hall for hard-hit res-
taurants and catering halls across 
New York and Long Island to dis-

cuss congressional efforts to help 
these industries and their workers 
recover from the economic effects 
of the coronavirus pandemic.
     Rep. Blumenauer is the lead 
sponsor of the RESTAURANTS 
Act of 2020, legislation which 
calls for a $120 billion restaurant 
stabilization grant program de-
signed to help independent res-
taurants deal with the long-term 

structural challenges facing the 
industry due to COVID-19 and en-
sure they can reemploy 11 million 
workers. In addition to Suozzi, an 
original cosponsor, other panelists 
included: Mickey King, President 
of Antun’s of Queens Village 
and Director of the New York 
Restaurants Association; Tony 
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Flushing Town Hall’s Live, Virtual 
Summer Jazz Jam Celebrates “Unity 

in Mind, Spirit, Music and Action” on 
August 12th

Jazz musicians near and far are invited to join a virtual jazz jam with 
Flushing Town Hall’s house band leader Carol Sudhalter

     Let the Jazz Jam continue this 
August- virtually, of course!
     Flushing Town Hall’s free, on-
line series, FTH at Home! contin-
ues to entertain audiences virtually 
throughout the summer, including 
the return of the popular Virtual 
Jazz Jam: Celebrating the Legacy 
of Louis Armstrong on Wednes-
day, August 12 at 7:00 PM.
     The Jazz Jam, led monthly by 
Astoria resident Carol Sudhalter 
and Flushing Town Hall’s house 
band, this August will celebrate 
“Unity in Mind, Spirit, Music and 
Action,” and is open to budding  
and accomplished musicians.
     While the historic venue’s 
doors are still closed due to CO-
VID-19, online programming is 
bringing people from all over the 
world together to enjoy music as 
one—something that is profoundly 
embedded in Flushing Town Hall’s 
mission of bringing global arts to 
global people. 
     The Jazz Jam is open to a maxi-
mum 20 jammers – on a first-come 
first-served basis – from anywhere 
in the world to participate.Par-
ticipating musicians will perform 
jazz tunes that celebrate our com-
munity in unison. All members of 
the public are invited to watch the 
live stream but interested singers 
and instrumentalists must regis-
ter to participate (only 20 will be 
selected).
     Since its inception four months 

ago, the Jazz Jam alone has brought 
hundreds of artists together online 
to watch the event. The Jazz Jam 
has become a haven for jazz lov-
ers from around the world—with 
participants reaching from New 
York to Italy and Germany. View-
ers have tuned in on Facebook from 
as far as New Zealand. The virtual 
jazz jam has become another inter-
national showcase of the global arts 
institution. The latest jam on July 
8 was watched by over 100 people, 
more visitors than the in-person 
jam usually hosts. Since the first 
jam in April, reach on Facebook 
exceeded 7,800, with over 800 
engagements online—numbers 
that surpassed the participation 
and capacity of the venue during 
previous in-person sessions. 
     Interested participants should 
email education@flushingtown-
hall.org and identify a three- to 
four-minute tune they intend to 
share that is in keeping with the 
theme. It can be live or pre-record-
ed (but not a professional, edited 
recording). Musicians who already 
played at any previous virtual jam 
since April should not apply again, 
as the venue is rotating in new 
participants.
     Audiences can watch this 
session LIVE and for FREE by 
simply tuning in to Flushing Town 
Hall’s Facebook page or Zoom 
on Wednesday, August 12 at  
7 PM EST.

MTA Officials Join ‘Mask Force’ Across Subway And Bus 
System as Part of ‘Operation Respect’

     Officials with the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA) 
recently spent the day traveling 
throughout the subway and bus 
system distributing free masks 
to riders to who needed them 
as part of “Operation Respect,” 
launched earlier this week. MTA 
Chairman and CEO Patrick Foye, 
NYC Transit Senior Vice Presi-
dent of Subways Sally Librera, 
NYC Transit Stations Chief David 
Santoro, and MTA Communica-
tions Director Tim Minton joined 
the hundreds of volunteers who 
are on the MTA’s “Mask Force” 
encouraging commuters respect 
and protect one another by wear-
ing a mask.
     “We greeted hundreds of 
commuters and are thankful to 
say 98% of them were wearing 
a mask while riding with us, and 
for the four people we found who 
weren’t, we made sure to hand 
them a mask,” said Chairman 
Foye. “Wearing a mask is an easy 
way to respect each other and let 
your fellow commuter know you 
care about their health and safety.”
     Foye and the other leaders 
handed out masks on the 4, 6, and 
E lines and along two bus routes 
in Queens.
     The MTA launched “Operation 
Respect” this week as part of a 
multi-layered strategy to encour-
age riders to wear a face covering 
while on public transit. Riders in 
the subway, bus and commuter 
rail system are greeted by the 

“Mask Force” -- MTA employees 
and outside volunteers, many of 
whom are wearing bright yellow 
“Stop the Spread, Wear A Mask” 
T-shirts as they travel handing out 
free masks.
     The Mask Force currently 
has more than 300 employee and 
outside volunteers, including top 
MTA officials, elected officials 
and their staffs, advocates, and 
community board members.  More 
than 20,000 masks were handed 
out on its first day of operation 
on Monday.
     City and State elected officials 
who have personally volunteered 
on the Mask Force include: Sena-
tor Andrew Gounardes, Assembly 
Member Charles Barron, As-
sembly Member Catalina Cruz, 
Assembly Member Nathalia Fer-

nandez, Council Member Inez 
Barron, Council Member Barry 
Grodenchik, Council Member I. 
Daneek Miller, and Manhattan 
Borough President Gale Brewer.
     The MTA has received another 
million masks from the State of 
New York available for free at 
station booths, across New York 
City Transit, Long Island Rail 
Road and Metro-North Railroad 
on top of the previous two mil-
lion masks that were donated by 
the State of New York and City of 
New York earlier in the COVID-19 
pandemic.
     All customers and employees 
must wear a face covering while 
riding on public transit under  
Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Ex-
ecutive Order 202.18 issued on 
April 17.

     Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY) 
issued the following statement 
after NPR reported that the Senate 
Republicans’ coronavirus relief 
package did not provide a time 
extension for the Census Bureau 
to count all individuals, especially 

in hard-to-count areas.
     “I’ve said it before and I’ll say 
it again, the decennial census is a 
once-in-a-decade chance to count 
ALL individuals to ensure that 
communities receive the resources 
they need and deserve to build 
roads, schools, and hospitals. 
     We cannot afford to have an 
undercount but that is what the 
Republicans apparently want in 
their COVID-19 relief package. 
By failing to extend the time for 
which the Census Bureau must 
submit its data, we risk a decade’s 
worth of consequences. There 
are no do-overs with the census; 
a mistake is a ten-year mistake. 
We must have flexibility that is 
needed for this massive project 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.”

Meng Slams Republicans Failure To 
Provide Flexibility For 2020 Census

As New York City Unemployment Rate Soars to 20.4 % 
Comptroller Stringer Calls on Congress to Extend The  

Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation Program
     New York City Comptroller 
Scott M. Stringer sent a letter 
to U.S Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell and U.S House 
of Representatives Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi urging Congress to extend 
the Federal Pandemic Unemploy-
ment Compensation Program 
(FPUC) through at least the end 
of this calendar year in the next 
federal COVID-19 relief bill. The 
FPUC, which provides $600 per 
week in supplemental unemploy-
ment benefits, is set to expire at 
the end of this week.
     Comptroller Stringer’s let-
ter highlights that 30 million 
Americans, or one out of every 

five workers, are receiving un-
employment benefits, injecting 
more than $25 billion per week  
into the economy – equal to 6.4 
percent of personal consumption 
expenditures as of May – which is 
crucial to preventing a deep and 
prolonged economic crisis.
     Comptroller Stringer also 
underscores that in New York 
City – where the unemployment 
rate reached 20.4 percent in June 
and thousands of families pay 
more than half their income in 
rent – these benefits are a critical 
lifeline to pay rent, buy groceries, 
pay health insurance premiums, 
and meet other essential needs.

Pheffer Amato Introduces Bill Requiring Homeless Shelters 
to Implement Social Distance Policies

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway 
Beach) introduced a bill, A. 10659, 
which would amend the social 
services law requiring any home-

less shelter residence in New York 
State to comply with the social dis-
tancing regulations for prevention 
of the COVID-19 virus. Pheffer 
Amato introduced the bill after 
concerns were raised about the 
dormitory style housing within the 
shelters leaving residents vulner-
able to contracting illnesses such as 
COVID-19 and spreading through-
out the shelter, to employees, and 
surrounding communities. The 
bill proposed would require shel-
ters to convert their living spaces 
such that they can adhere to social 
distancing protocols to ensure that 
residents are protected from the 
current threat of the COVID-19 vi-
rus and other easily communicable 
illnesses moving forward. 
     “Throughout the pandemic, 

thousands of New Yorkers in the 
homeless shelter system are being 
removed from their shelters and 
into commercial hotels to ensure 
that they can maintain social 
distancing-However, this cannot 
last forever and we need a plan 
going forward to keep these indi-
viduals safe,” Pheffer Amato said. 
“If the residents are sent back to 
shelters that use dormitory style 
housing and do not provide six 
feet of distance between each bed, 
then we are not only putting the 
residents in danger of contracting 
and spreading illnesses but also the 
surrounding communities. This 
legislation ensures that the shelters 
are keeping the residents, workers, 
and surrounding communities safe 
now and moving.” 
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
     It’s hot outside, but it’s climate-
controlled inside! Queens agen-
cies stream live music, films, 
workshops, conversations, sum-
mer camp, dance, comedy, and a 
National Underwear Day celebra-
tion in the near future.
●    July 31, The Music of Peter, 
Paul & Mary, 7 pm. A Band Called 
Honalee performs modern day 
folk music as part of the QPAC 
LIVE! series. A Q&A session 
follows.
●    July 31, The Fight, Aug. 13. 
The Museum of the Moving Im-
age screens this 96-minute docu-
mentary about the fight against 
President Trump’s 2017 Executive 
Order, which temporarily sus-
pended the entry of immigrants 
from Iran, Libya, North Korea, 
Somalia, Sudan, Syria, and Ye-
men and political officials from 
Venezuela. His opponents called 
it a “Muslim ban” for political 
reasons, even though it didn’t 
specifically ban anybody based 
on religion.
●    July 31, Forensic Fun, 1 pm. 
Forensic Scientist and STEM Edu-
cator Tamykah Anthony teaches 
all about fingerprints during this 
Lewis Latimer House Museum 
workshop. Learn about the three 
kinds of fingerprints and find 
out how fingerprints help solve 
crimes.
●    July 31, Reverse Shot Happy 
Hour, 5 pm. The editors and writ-
ers of the Museum of the Moving 
Image’s “Reverse Shot” magazine 
discuss cinema with special guests 
during this monthly program.
●    July 31, Movies In Your Car: 
Minions, 8 pm. Get the drive-in 
experience and watch this 2015 
animated comedy as part of the 
new Movies In Your Car series 
at York College Milton G. Bassin 
Performing Arts Center, 94-45 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd.
●    July 31, chrisbelldances, 4 
pm. LIC-based modern troupe 
chrisbelldances adds expressive, 
interpretive choreography to the 
Queensboro Dance Festival.
●    July 31, Movies In Your Car: 
Belly, 11 pm. Get the drive-in 
experience and watch this 1998 
crime thriller that stars Queens 
native rapper Nas as part of the 
new Movies In Your Car series 
at York College Milton G. Bassin 
Performing Arts Center, 94-45 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd.
●    Aug. 1, Movies In Your Car: 
Sonic The Hedgehog, 8 pm. Get 
the drive-in experience and watch 
this hero film as part of the new 
Movies In Your Car series at York 
College Milton G. Bassin Per-
forming Arts Center, 94-45 Guy 
R. Brewer Blvd.
●    Aug. 1, Movies In Your Car: 
Harlem Nights, 11 pm. Get the 
drive-in experience and watch 
this 1989 comedy drama written 
and directed by Eddie Murphy as 
part of the new Movies In Your 
Car series at York College Milton 
G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, 
94-45 Guy R. Brewer Blvd.
●    Aug. 2, National Underwear 
Day Sewing Workshop, 1 pm. 
King Manor Museum zooms the 
chance to learn about what 19th 
century Americans were wearing 
beneath all those layers, check out 
the museum’s collection, and learn 
to sew historic underwear.
●    Aug. 2, Movies In Your Car: 

Transformers, 11 pm. Get the 
drive-in experience and watch this 
live-action animated spectacle as 
part of the new Movies In Your 
Car series at York College Milton 
G. Bassin Performing Arts Center, 
94-45 Guy R. Brewer Blvd.
●    Aug. 3, Science With A Boom, 
Aug. 7. The New York Hall of 
Science offers virtual camp daily 
from 10 am to noon. Activities 
include live science demonstra-
tions, interactive activities, social 
games that foster group collabora-
tion, and physical movement to 
minimize effects of screen time.
●    Aug. 3, Mala’s Odissi, 4 pm. 
Forest Hills-based Mala’s Odissi 
presents classical Indian choreog-
raphy as part of the Queensboro 
Dance Festival.
●    Aug. 3, Native American Life, 
Aug. 7. An Alley Pond Environ-
mental Center educator leads a 
daily vir tual workshop at 11 
am. Children learn about Native 
American life via demonstrations, 
crafts, recipes, literary games, and 
animal encounters.
●    Aug. 4, Nueva Canción Night, 
7 pm. Puerto Rican singer-song-
writer Fernandito Ferrer shares his 
personal take on Nueva Canción, 
a beautiful, thought-provoking 
genre which basically adds music 
to poetry, as part of Live at the 
Gantries, an annual summer series 
that’s online this year.
●    Aug 4, Global Mashup: Egypt 
Meets Haiti, 7 pm. Flushing Town 
Hall’s Global Mashup series fea-
tures two bands from different 
cultures. Each one plays a set; then 
they jam together. On this night, 
Zikrayat offers pan-Arabic music, 
including Bellydance and some 
tunes from the Golden Age of 
Egyptian Cinema (1930s-1960s). 
Then, Agoci Band fuses hip-hop, 

roots, and calypso with heavy 
Haitian influences.
●    Aug. 5, Bound Unbound: 
Four by Mehrdad Oskouei, Aug. 
30. This Iranian documentarian 
spent 12 years exploring the lives 
of women and children in deten-
tion centers near Tehran. His latest 
film, “Sunless Shadows,” won 
Best Director at the International 
Documentary Film Festival Am-
sterdam in 2019. The others in this 
series are “Starless Dreams,” “The 
Last Days of Winter,” and “It’s 
Always Late for Freedom.”
●    Aug. 5, The Kite Zine, 9 
pm. Queens World Film Festival 
streams shorts about The Kite 
Zine, which facilitates creative 
writing and storytelling work-
shops for inmates, and other 
pieces by young directors, activ-
ists, and poets that answer the 
prompt: What do you want us to 
know? Event includes a conversa-
tion with filmmakers.
●    Aug. 6, Canned Meat Comedy, 
7 pm. Flushing Town Hall and 
Queens Council on the Arts pres-
ent Jaime Sunwoo’s “Specially 
Processed American Me,” featur-
ing SPAM, the famous canned 
meat, in a surreal performance 
that explores the comic artist’s 
Asian American upbringing and 
her family’s Korean War experi-
ence.
●    Aug. 6, Noguchi Photographs, 
1 pm. Noguchi Museum Curator 
of Research and Digital Content 
Matthew Kirsch presents pho-
tographs from Noguchi’s travels 
throughout Europe and Asia in 
1949–50.
●    Aug. 6, Flamenco Latino 
2020 Más Allá Series, 7 pm. The 
Jamaica Performing Arts Center 
streams this Flamenco perfor-
mance.

A Band Called Honalee.Twitter.honaleeNYC 

Explainer_Camp_Science with a Boomsmall
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     Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Queens) and Senator Jamaal 
Bailey (D-Bronx) announced the 
passage of legislation (A10039/
S7926) that would protect domes-
tic violence survivors by allowing 
for restraining orders that pro-
hibit an abuser or harasser from 
controlling “smart” devices in a 
domestic abuse survivors’ home, 
vehicle or property. Internet-
connected smart devices, like 
thermostats or doorbells that can 
be controlled from an app, are 
often used as tools for harassment, 
abuse and control. The bill passed 
both the Assembly and Senate 
with bipartisan support and now 
awaits Governor Cuomo’s sig-
nature.
     “New York needs to get smarter 
about protecting domestic vio-
lence survivors,” said Assembly-
woman Rozic. “No one should 
fall victim to technology intended 
to protect them merely because 
antiquated laws fail to recognize 
the advances of modern technol-
ogy. This new legislation would 
allow for all New Yorkers to seek 
restraining orders that take into 
account smart technology and 
stop this modern form of abuse.”
     Senator Bailey said: “In this 
day and age, we have access to 
smart technology that can often 
make our lives easier. Although 
these devices can benefit many, 
the emergence of such technology 
also has created a de facto loop-
hole in current law as related to 
orders of protections and victims 
of domestic violence. As we rely 
more on technology in our lives, 

     Senator Brian Kavanagh 
(D-Manhattan/Brooklyn) and 
Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
(D-Queens) announced the pas-
sage of legislation they authored 
(A4867/S2328) that would enable 
all state employees to get their 
paycheck information online. The 
bill passed both the Assembly and 
Senate with bipartisan support 
and now awaits the Governor’s 
signature.
     Currently, a large number of 
State employees -- even those en-
rolled in a direct deposit program 
-- still receive printed copies of 
their pay stubs by mail or deliv-
ered by hand at their workplace. 
This legislation would require 
the state to give employees the 
option of receiving their pay stub 
electronically, with the same in-
formation that is currently printed 
on paper pay stubs. Currently the 
paperless option is only available 
at the discretion of the individual 
state agency where the employee 
works and it has been implement-
ed only to a limited extent.
     “As technology advances, state 
government needs to keep pace,” 
said Assemblywoman Rozic. “By 
allowing all state employees to 
access their pay stub information 
online, we can cut costs—both 
financially and environmentally. 
This common-sense legislation is 
just one of the many ways we can 
modernize government and keep 
up with the times.”
     “This legislation, which re-
ceived unanimous support in the 
Senate, will help to reduce the 
environmental impact of state op-

Suozzi And His Ways And Means Colleague from Oregon, 
Blumenauer, Host Zoom Town Hall For Hard Hit NY 

Restaurants And Catering Halls

Scotto, Owner, Scotto Brothers; 
and Kristen Jarnagin President/
CEO, Discover Long Island. 
     “Restaurants and catering 
halls, a critical component of 
our economy, have been some of 
the hardest-hit businesses by the 
pandemic.  The Paycheck Protec-
tion Program was insufficient to 
address the needs of many restau-
rants who still have not come close 
to their pre-pandemic business.” 
said Suozzi. “I want to thank 
Rep. Blumenauer for joining me 
on our call today and am proud to 
support his bipartisan legislation 
which would help put more than 
11 million people back to work.”
     “It’s hard to imagine our com-
munities without independent 
restaurants, but without federal 
assistance, many of these beloved 
corner coffee shops, diners and 
cafes may not be able to reopen 
their doors,” said Rep. Earl Blu-
menauer (D-OR). “I’m grateful 
for Rep. Suozzi’s leadership on our 
bill, which will ensure that these 
local restaurants – and their work-
ers – get the support they need to 
get through this unprecedented 
health crisis.”
     “The restaurant and catering 
sectors together are the second 
largest employer in the country 
and one of the hardest-hit by this 
pandemic. If we don’t get help 
to this industry, the future is 
extremely bleak. Our only hope 

of survival is through assistance 
from the federal government and 
I thank both Congressman Suozzi 
and Congressman Blumenauer as 
their efforts are essential to get-
ting this passed,” Mickey King, 
President of Antun’s of Queens 
Village and Director of the New 
York Restaurants Association.
     “Catering, specifically wed-
dings, on Long Island is a major 
industry and our catering houses 
have been completely shut down. 
Here on Long Island, it is not just 
catering. You have to take into 
consideration the trickle-down 
impact on vendors including 
f lorists, photographers, musi-
cians, limousine services, bridal 
shops, tuxedo rentals, hair salons, 
hotels, and others. It has been 
disastrous to so many and I thank 
the Congressmen for their efforts 
in understanding the magnitude 
of this situation,” Tony Scotto, 
Owner, Scotto Brothers.
     “The $6.1 billion tourism 
industry on Long Island that 
supports more than 100,000 lo-
cal jobs has suffered the brunt 
of losses and hardships resulting 
from COVID-19 shutdowns and 
economic impacts,” said Discover 
Long Island President & CEO, 
Kristen Jarnagin. “We are grate-
ful to Congressman Suozzi and 
the 123 co-sponsors signed on to 
Congressman Blumenauer’s criti-
cal legislation that supports inde-
pendent restaurants and catering 
halls, as well the countless vendors 

that rely on those outlets, who are 
the family-owned, small busi-
nesses that make up the fabric of 
our communities and our region.”
     Restaurant and catering hall 
owners from across Long Island 
had the opportunity to ask ques-
tions during a Q&A session and 
share their concerns.
     There are approximately 
500,000 independent restaurants 
in the United States, which ac-
count for approximately 76% of 
the 658,000 total restaurants and 
bars in the United States. Ac-
cording to a recent study, about 
5.9 million restaurant jobs (an 
estimated 4.5 million of which 
are from independent restaurants) 
have vanished within a matter of 
weeks— the most of any industry 
and nearly double the figure from 
the next most affected industry.
     In addition, the study found that 
85% of independent restaurants 
are likely to close by the end of the 
year if direct aid like the stabili-
zation fund is not provided to the 
industry. Independent restaurants 
are more at risk of permanently 
going out of business due to the 
pandemic because consumer 
spending at these establishments 
has been disproportionately af-
fected and they lack the same ac-
cess to capital markets. In whole, 
the Stabilization Fund will gener-
ate at least $183 billion in primary 
benefits and $65 billion in second-
ary benefits—more than double 
the amount of the proposed grants.

Rozic, Bailey Announce Passage of Legislation to Protect  
Domestic Violence Survivors from Smart Home Technology Abuses

victims of domestic violence 
should not be subjected to having 
their abusers having access and 
control over their technology. 
Survivors of domestic violence 
can now rest assured that they will 
be protected by the law from an 
emerging and often unseen dan-
ger- technological abuse. This bill 
addresses and closes this loophole. 
I would like to thank Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic for champion-
ing this bill in the Assembly, and 
our leaders Andrea Stewart Cous-
ins and Carl Heastie for ensuring 
the passage of this bill.”
     “Safe Horizon’s utmost con-
cern is the safety of domestic 
violence survivors. Recognizing 
the dangers of smart tech abuse, 
this legislation puts survivors 
and their safety concerns first, 
and makes their voices heard in 
their plight to seek justice,” said 
Michael Polenberg, Safe Horizon 
VP of Government Affairs.
     Dorchen Leidholdt, Director of 
Sanctuary for Families’ Center for 
Battered Women’s Legal Services 
said: “Sanctuary for Families is 
profoundly grateful to Assembly-
woman Rozic and Senator Bailey, 
and the New York State Legisla-
ture for bringing our protective 
order law into the Digital Age 
by amending our family offense 
laws so that orders of protection 
prohibit abusers from controlling 
their victims’ “smart” devices. We 
have seen how such tactics harm 
victims by invading their privacy, 
infringing on their ownership 
rights, and terrorizing them.”
     Jeehae Fischer, Executive 

Director of Korean American 
Family Service Center (KAFSC) 
said: “KAFSC is grateful for As-
semblywoman Nily Rozic’s work 
in the introduction of this bill and 
the New York State Assembly in 
working to pass this important 
legislation ensuring survivors 
of domestic/intimate par tner 
violence have the protections they 
need to guarantee their safety and 
freedom from cyber-stalking, 
harassment, and other forms of 
technology abuse. KAFSC thanks 
New York State Senator Jamaal 
Bailey for his sponsorship of 
this bill which will continue to 
empower survivors and their chil-
dren on their path towards a life 
of health, dignity, and free from 
violence. I urge Governor Cuomo 
to recognize the changing trends 
in how smart technology is used 
to perpetrate abuse and ensure the 
full protection of victim-survivors 
by signing this bill into law.”
     Shoshannah D. Frydman, 
Executive Director of Shalom 
Task Force said: “This bill is an 
important step in helping protect 
victims. It will help ensure that 
remotely controlling devices 
are covered under the law by 
expanding prohibited behaviors 
in an order of protection. Thank 
you Assemblymember Rozic and 
Senator Bailey for your leadership 
– and helping create more safety 
for victims and recognizing the 
role of technology as a way that 
people abuse and harm others. 
As an agency that provides direct 

Kavanagh, Rozic Announce Passage of 
Legislation to Allow All State Employees 

to Receive Online Pay Stubs
erations while providing a secure, 
convenient way for all employees 
to access essential information 
about their compensation, ben-
efits, and retirement contribu-
tions,” said Senator Kavanagh. “It 
will also enable the state to save 
money on paper, printing, and 
postal costs, at a time when we 
face a budget crisis that is going to 
challenge us to ensure that critical 
services are adequately funded.”
     “This legislation codifies the 
process that is already in place by 
our office for those agencies
who participate in the New York 
State Payroll Online system, al-
lowing employees to quickly ac-
cess their payroll information. It 
also saves the state money and cuts 
down on paper waste,” New York 
State Comptroller Thomas P. Di-
Napoli said. “Our Payroll System 
is one of the largest systems in the 
country. We’re working to provide 
broad access and information to 
state employees to make their lives 
easier. I thank Senator Brian Ka-
vanagh and Assemblywoman Nily 
Rozic for pushing this legislation.”
     The Office of the New York 
State Comptroller already imple-
ments NYS Payroll Online, a 
service that allows some state 
employees to view and update 
certain employee payroll informa-
tion and opt out of receiving paper 
pay stubs. The initiative has been 
operating since 2014. The require-
ments of this bill can be met by 
expanding access to that system. 
Minnesota, Florida, Kentucky 
and South Dakota all have similar 
programs in place.

     Senator James Sanders Jr. (D-
Rochdale Village, Far Rockaway) 
had eleven bills that he authored 
pass the senate recently. The leg-
islation covers a variety of issues 
including unemployment, educa-
tion, domestic violence, mental 
health, consumer protections, 
property sales and foreclosure 
mitigation, but all aim to improve 
life for the residents of the 10th 
Senatorial District as well as the 
entire State of New York. 
     The bills are listed below:
     S.2231 - passed both houses - To 
ensure that unemployment insur-
ance claimants providing child 
care for their children are able to 
satisfy the standards for proof of 
work search efforts.
     S.8723 - passed both houses 
- The water works corporation 
must provide the annual water 
supply statement to its customers 
annually by either mailing it to 
a customer or publishing it in a 
newspaper of general circulation 
in the area served by the water 
works corporation. This bill would 
further require that the annual 
water supply statement be posted 
either on the water works corpora-
tions website or the website of the 
municipality in which the water 
works corporation serves. Posting 
this information on-line will give 
residents further opportunities to 
find information on the quality of 
their drinking water.
     S.8761 - This bill will require a 
lender to appoint to the borrower 

Senate Passes Eleven Bills Introduced 
by State Senator James Sanders Jr. 

one contact person who will be re-
sponsible for all communications 
with the borrower and who will be 
responsible for the entire process. 
Having one person responsible 
will make it less likely that a bor-
rower who is trying to save his 
or her home will fall victim to 
the bureaucracy of the foreclose 
mitigation process and of the very 
large mortgage servicers.
     S.1446 - To ensure that a buyer 
or buyer’s agent receives informa-
tion regarding the indoor mold 
history of a property prior to the 
sale of said property.
     S.7117 - passed both houses - 
supported by NYSUT -  Relates 
to the cumulative grade point 
average admission requirement 
for graduate-level teacher and 
educational leader programs. Prior 
to the enactment of provisions 
contained in chapter 56 of the 
Laws of 2015, higher education 
institutions had the full discre-
tion and autonomy to consider 
multiple measures when deter-
mining whether or not to admit a 
student into their graduate-level 
and educational leader programs. 
The requirement that a student 
have an overall GPA of 3.0 is a 
one-size fits all policy that prohib-
its educational institutions from 
applying discretion to identifying 
an individual’s potential quality as 
a future teacher. This legislation 
will provide higher education 
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MTA Identifies $1 Billion in 
Savings in 2021, $5.13 Billion 
Through 2024 With Dramatic 
Reductions in Overtime, Consul-
tant Contracts and Non-Labor 
Expenses
 
     The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority (MTA) today 
released its preliminary 2021 
budget and four-year financial 
plan, detailing a deficit of $16.2 
billion by 2024. The MTA is pro-
jecting deficits of $3.2 billion for 
2020 and $5.8 billion for 2021. As 
the pandemic subsides and riders 
return, the MTA projects that the 
deficit for 2022 will fall to $3.5 
billion for 2022 before settling into 
a range of $1.8 billion to $2 billion 
for the following two years.
     To help solve the enormous 
coronavirus deficit, the MTA is 
undertaking the largest cost cut-
ting program in its history. The 
MTA has initially identified $1 
billion in savings in 2021 with a 
focus on dramatically reducing 
overtime, consultant contracts 
and non-labor expenses. Through 
2024, the MTA has identified $5.13 
billion in-house savings through 
aggressive budget reduction ef-
forts. This effort is ongoing.
     As the U.S. Senate considers the 
next coronavirus relief package in 
Washington, the MTA is urgently 
requesting $3.9 billion to get the 
agency through the end of the year 
and a total of $10.3 billion through 
2021. The MTA will exhaust all 
federal funding previously secured 
in the CARES Act this month. The 
budget crisis marks the most chal-
lenging in the agency’s 52-year his-
tory as the COVID-19 pandemic 
has decimated revenue across all 
services and generated increased 
costs for cleaning and disinfecting.
     “To say that these challenges are 
existential in scope isn’t an exag-
geration,” said MTA Chairman 
and CEO Patrick J. Foye. “Without 
further substantial assistance from 
the federal government, anything 
and everything must be on the 
table with respect to responding 
to financial damage from the 
pandemic. We are the lifeblood 
of the region’s economy and the 

institutions with more discretion 
through the expansion of crite-
ria to be used when considering 
whether or not to admit a student 
into their program.
     S.2224-B  - (endorsed and a 
priority bill of the New York State 
Coalition Against Domestic Vio-
lence) - Establishes that domestic 
violence advocates may not dis-
close any communication made 
by a client to the advocate except 
in certain circumstances
     S.2106-A - This bill would re-
quire banks to inform customers 
of any consequences to their credit 
score when the bank has agreed to 
an alternative payment schedule.
     S.2475 - To update the comput-
er-related crimes provisions of the 
law. In today’s world of cyber ter-
rorism and technological warfare, 
it is essential to modernize the 
state’s computer-related crimes 
law. This includes establishing 
definitions of terms, expanding 
provisions, establishing more 
specific offenses and providing 
civil remedies.
     S.2248-A - To create a veterans’ 
mental health and suicide preven-
tion task force.
     S.2088 - No mortgage banker, 
mortgage broker or exempt orga-
nization shall conduct business 
with any person, partnership, 

association, corporation or other 
entity which it knows or should 
have known is acting as a mort-
gage banker or a mortgage broker 
without being licensed or regis-
tered as required by this article. 
A mortgage banker, mortgage 
broker or exempt organization 
shall promptly notify the depart-
ment of any such unlicensed or 
unregistered operations
     S.4652 - This bill will require 
standard financial aid award let-
ters to include the estimated cost 
of repayment of all outstanding 
loans including expected monthly 
payments. Debt from student 
loans has continued to grow over 
the last two decades with an es-
timated $1.3 trillion in outstand-
ing debt. The enhancements to 
annual financial aid award letter 
will provide students with detailed 
information on their repayment 
including the estimated monthly 
payment amount. The goal is to 
better educate students so they are 
prepared for the debt burden after 
they graduate. A similar program 
was started in Indiana Univer-
sity and resulted in a decrease in  
student borrowing of 16% in the 
first two years of implementation. 
This additional information will 
help students make informed deci-
sions on their borrowing behavior 
by estimating their repayment 
options.

(Continued from page 9)

Senate Passes Eleven Bills Introduced 
by State Senator James Sanders Jr. 

     “Diversity and inclusion are 
more than buzzwords — sys-
temic change requires action 
and accountability. One the best 
decisions I’ve made as New York 
City Comptroller was to create a 
Chief Diversity Officer (CDO) 
position within my office to break 
down barriers in City contracting, 
increase access and opportunities 
for the minority- and women-
owned business community and 
guide our efforts toward equity 
and representation in all areas of 
our work.  Over the years I have 
been proud to stand with civic and 
faith leaders and owners of M/
WBEs calling for CDOs across 
City government, and today I ap-
plaud the Mayor’s decision to act 
on our call for change by ordering 
a CDO in each agency. This move 
clears a path for progress that will 
finally address the biases baked 
into our contracting processes and 
make sure our spending reflects 
our values.
     “As we rebuild our economy af-
ter the devastation of COVID-19, 
the work of a CDO is needed 

Statement by New York City Comptroller 
Scott M. Stringer on Mayor’s  

Executive Order to Appoint Chief  
Diversity Officers in City Agencies

more than ever.  According to a 
survey by my office, 85 percent 
of City-certified M/WBEs report 
they cannot survive the next six 
months given their current cash 
on hand.  New York City agencies 
spend almost $20 billion a year on 
everything from pens and paper 
to consulting services and con-
struction, yet less than 5 percent 
of those contracts are awarded to 
M/WBEs. We must ensure that 
our recovery represents the full 
diversity of our city, our economy, 
and its people. Eighty percent of 
New Yorkers are either women 
or people of color and more than 
600 languages are spoken on our 
streets; this city should never set-
tle for an exclusionary status quo.
     “I want to thank my Chief 
Diversity Officer Wendy Garcia 
for her tireless efforts on behalf 
New York City’s M/WBEs and 
the broad coalition who joined us, 
took up the cause, and carried the 
fight forward. This is a victory 
for all who believe that everyone 
deserves a fair and fighting chance 
to make it in our city.”

•    in response to an express 
written or verbal request by the 
customer; or 
•    in connection with an es-
tablished business relationship, 
which has not been terminated by 
either party, unless such customer 
has stated to the telemarketer that 
such customer no longer wishes 
to receive the telemarketing sales 
calls of such telemarketer.”[1]
     When connecting with con-
sumers, it is important to ensure 
business strategies and goals 

comply with New York State law. 
Businesses engaged in telemar-
keting activity in New York State 
should consult with their attorneys 
prior to engaging in unsolicited 
telemarketing sales calls in this 
state while the state of emergency 
remains in effect. Violating the 
new law can result in the imposi-
tion of thousands of dollars in civil 
penalties.
     Any consumer who has received 
an unsolicited telemarketing sales 
call during this  declared state 
of emergency, is encouraged to 
report it at www.donotcall.gov or 

by calling 888-382-1222.  When 
reporting, be prepared to provide 
details about the call. 
     The New York State Division 
of Consumer Protection serves 
to educate, assist and empower 
the State’s consumers. For more 
consumer protection information, 
call the Consumer Helpline at 
800-697-1220, Monday through 
Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm or visit the 
DCP website at www.dos.ny.gov/
consumerprotection. The Division 
can also be reached via Twitter at 
@NYSConsumer or Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/nysconsumer

Consumer Alert: The Division of Consumer Protection  
Reminds Businesses and Consumers About Unsolicited 

Telemarketing Calls During State of Emergency
(Continued from page 1)

As U.S. Senate Considers Coronavirus Relief Bill, MTA 
Details $16 Billion Deficit Through 2024

fallout from Washington’s failure 
to act would have national conse-
quences.”
     “The fiscal reality of what we’re 
facing is very clear and very dire,” 
said MTA Chief Financial Officer 
Bob Foran. “Without an infusion 
of billions of dollars in desperately 
needed federal funds, the MTA 
simply cannot provide customers 
with existing levels of service at 
the current fare cost. Not getting 
Federal support is not an option for 
the long-term health of the regional 
and national economy.”
     Updated Projections of Revenue 
and Tax Subsidies 
     As part of the preliminary 2021 
budget, the MTA also released 
updated forecasts of fare and toll 
revenues and tax subsidies im-
pacted by COVID-19. Compared 
with initial ridership projections 
in April by McKinsey, subway 
ridership is rebounding in line with 
expectations while bus ridership 
has risen faster than expected, 
though with fare collection being 
extremely limited due to rear-door 
boarding. Toll traffic rose earlier 
and faster due than expected but 
might be reaching a plateau.
     Early real estate indicators 
show a sharper drop in real estate 
tax revenues than predicted, while 
taxes related to mobility, such as a 
petroleum business tax, have been 
higher than initially modeled. 
     Preliminary July Financial Plan 
     As recently as February, just 
prior to the onset of the pandemic, 
the MTA had been projecting 
modest surpluses for 2020 through 
2022. This came at a time the MTA 
was making sustained progress 
with on-time performance reach-
ing six-year highs of 80.3% on the 
subway and 94.4% on Metro-North 
and a three-year high of 92.4% on 
the LIRR, ridership on subways, 
LIRR and Metro-North at or near 
historic highs, and the passage 
of a historic $51.5 billion capital 
program.
     The MTA has been devastated 
by the pandemic. The MTA’s 2020 
revenue losses are greater than that 
of more than 30 states, according 
to a recent survey, and greater 
than 35 states in 2021. That figure 

amounts to more than 40% of fare, 
toll and other revenues over those 
two years, which makes up ap-
proximately half of the Authority’s 
operating budget. By comparison, 
the MTA lost roughly 9% of its 
operating budget during the 2008-
2009 peak of the Great Recession.
     The MTA is currently losing 
$200 million a week in revenue 
from fares, tolls, subsidies and 
COVID-related expenses. This 
year alone the MTA projects $4.2 
billion in fare losses, $2.1 bil-
lion in reduced subsidies, $880 
million in toll losses and $500 
million in increased expenses. 
Through 2024, the MTA projects 
fare revenue losses of $8.5 billion, 
tax subsidy losses of $6.9 billion, 
COVID-related expenses of $2.5 
billion and toll losses of $1.8 billion 
through 2024.
     The MTA’s finances have been 
further harmed by the Federal 
government’s failure to specify an 
environmental review process to 
allow the MTA to move forward 
on a landmark Congestion Pricing 
program that was to take effect in 
2021, improving the environment, 
reducing congestion and providing 
the financial bedrock for what had 
been the largest and most ambi-
tious capital program in MTA his-
tory. To that end, the awarding of 
new work in the Capital Program 
currently remains on hold, except 
for a tranche of 2015-19 projects 
that are being accelerated to take 
advantage of the overnight closure 
and lower ridership.
     Absent the billions in federal 
funding necessary for ensuring 
the system can function at pre-
COVID levels, all options remain 
on the table. That includes, but 
is not limited to, wage freezes, 
delaying the start of new capital 
projects and reducing the scope 
of the historic 2020-2024 Capital 
Program to modernize the transit 
system, non-personnel expense 
reductions, reductions in force, 
scheduled fare and toll increases, 
service reductions and long-term 
deficit financing. Deficit financing 
would require additional funding 
to cover the debt service associated 
with such borrowing.
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Formation of QUEENS 
JS REALTY LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 02/21/2020. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to 41-60 Main Street, Suite 
312, Flushing, NY 11355-3833. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of BREEGIFT 
BASKETBUSINESS LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/27/2020. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 126-10 Farmers Blvd., 
2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

BLACKVILLE BORN LLC Art. 
Of Org. Filed Sec. of State of NY 
3/2/20. Off. Loc. : Queens Co. 
United States Corporation Agents, 
Inc. designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served & 
shall mail proc.: 7014 13th Avenue, 
Suite 202, Brooklyn, NY 11228. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of THE 
GLOW UP TEAM, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on March 9, 2020. 
Of f ice located in Queens 
County. SSNY is designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC 4441 
Purves, Street, #616, Long 
Island City, New York 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

Notice of formation of Cody 
James Smith LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 5/14/20. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY is designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC 278 RTE 37 
New Fair f ield, CT 06812 . 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
6/25,7/2,9,16,23&30/2020

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
B O O K K E E P I N G  B Y 
CAMERON, LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 06/11/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
18-24 Palmetto Street, Apt. 
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
Foxcommerce LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 5/12/20. Office 
location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall  mail  process 
to: The LLC, 6820 62nd St, 
Apt 2, Glendale, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

Shiv’s Apothecary LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 5/1/2020. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Ashiviah Fleming, 
3707 147th St., Apt.2F, Flushing, 
NY 11354. General Purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
N YC  M E N TA L  H E A LT H 
COUNSELING PLLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/09/2020. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 23-01 
33rd Street, Astoria, NY 11105. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

37-17 MANAGEMENT LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 6/18/20. 
Office in Queens Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC whom 
process may be ser ved.  
SSNY shall mail  process to 
37-17 Bowne St., Flushing, 
NY 11354, which is also the 
principal business location.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

Notice of formation of Limited 
Liability Company (“LLC”).  
Name:  Clearspace Services 
LLC.  Articles of Organization 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of the State of New 
York (“SSNY”) on June 10, 
2020.  N.Y. office location:  
Queens County.  The SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  The 
SSNY shall mail a copy of 
any process to Clearspace 
Services LLC, 146-12 20th 
Ave., Apt. 1, Whitestone, 
New York 11357.  Purpose/
character of LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or activity. 
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

531 Products, LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) on June 5, 2020. 
Office in Queens Co. SSNY 
designated agent of LLC upon 
whom process may be served.  
SSNY shall mail copy of process 
to 58-12 Queens Boulevard, 
Suite 3C, Woodside, NY 11377.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020

BIO-DISINFECTION LLC. 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 5/26/2020. Office:  
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to the LLC, 3424 
77th Street, Apt 1R, Jackson 
Heights  NY 11372-2300. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020

Notice of Formation of ALANA 
SIQUEIRA LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 03/17/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
34-18 91ST Street, #C51, 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/16,23,30,8/6,13&20/2020

Notice of Formation of WE 
KNOW EVERYTHING LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/01/2020. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3002 
3 9 T H  A v e n u e ,  # C 6 0 9 , 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of Formation of JEREMY 
NORMAN LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/01/2020. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 105-46 87TH 
Street, Ozone Park, NY 11417. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of Formation of Limited 
L iab i l i t y  Company (LLC) 
Name: Inayat LLC Articles 
of Organization filed by the 
Department of State of New 
York on: 12/31/2018 Office 
location: County of Queens 
Purpose: Any and all lawful 
activities Secretary of State 
o f  N ew Yo r k  (SS N Y )  i s 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process 
to: Arslan Chaudhry 17122 
Liber ty Avenue Jamaica, 
N Y  11 4 3 3  R e g i s t e r e d 
Agent of the LLC: Arslan 
Chaudhr y  17122 L iber t y 
Avenue Jamaica, NY 11433. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

BIO-DISINFECTION LLC. 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 5/26/2020. Office:  
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to the LLC, 3424 
77th Street, Apt 1R, Jackson 
Heights  NY 11372-2300. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of Formation of S. 
WILLIAMS PR LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 07/14/2020. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 141-41 78th Road, 
Apt 1N, Flushing, NY 11367. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

Valle Verde Group, LLC. Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 06/15/20. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as  agent  fo r  p roc ess  & 
sha l l  ma i l  c opy  to:  856 
N9th Street, Allentown, PA 
18102. Purpose: Any lawful. 
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

THE MINDFUL WOMAN, 
LLC filed Arts. of Org. with 
the Sect ’y of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 4/28/20. Office: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent of 
the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and 
shall mail process to: The LLC, 
135-23 78th Rd, Flushing, NY 
11367. Purpose: any lawful act. 
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

(Continued from page 9)

legal services to victims of 
domestic violence, we wel-
come this addition and urge 
the Governor to sign the 
bill so this law can further 
protect those at great risk.”
     Smart devices are interac-
tive, electronic devices that 
connect to other devices 
through Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, 
3G, etc. These devices in-
clude security systems that 
can lock or unlock doors 
and windows, cameras, 
thermostats, sprinklers, 
voice-activated assistants 
and speakers, lights and 
more. These devices can 
often be used by domestic 
abusers as tools for sur-
veillance, harassment, and 
stalking. 
     This legislation would 
expand the behaviors that 
can be controlled by a court-
issued domestic violence 
protective order to explicitly 
include remote control of 

connected devices in the 
home, vehicle, or property 
of the victims. Protective or-
ders currently do not protect 
against those who control 
accounts for smart devices, 
providing a unique way of 
harassing victims through 
smartphone apps connected 
to the internet-enabled de-
vices.
     More recently, this tech-
nology has become more 
and more prevalent in New 
York homes. It is estimated 
that the number of homes 
with some smart technology 
is growing 31 percent a year, 
according to McKinsey & 
Company. 
     Last year, Rozic authored 
a law that allows domestic 
violence survivors who 
receive a permanent order 
of protection to be exempt 
from bills and fees accrued 
when a person prematurely 
ends a multi-year contract 
with a phone, cable or satel-
lite company.

Rozic, Bailey Announce Passage of 
Legislation to Protect  

Domestic Violence Survivors from 
Smart Home Technology Abuses

Notice of formation of Limited 
Liabil i ty Company. Name: 
A ng e la ’s  H o us e  M as te r 
Deve lope r  LLC ( “ LLC ” ) . 
Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of the State of New York 
(“SSNY”) on July 14, 2020. 
NY office location: Queens 
County. The SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any 
process to Angela’s House 
Master Developer LLC, 221-10 
Jamaica Avenue, LL1, Queens 
Village, NY 11428. Purpose/
character of LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or activity. 
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

     Recently, Assembly-
woman Stacey Pheffer Am-
ato (D-South Queens) and 
Senator Andrew Gounardes 
(D-Brooklyn) passed a bill, 
A.10249/S.8129, that would 
revive and extend the Sep-
tember 11th Workers Pro-
tection Task Force (“Task 
Force”). The bill passed 
through both the State As-
sembly and Senate and will 
be sent to the Governor’s 
desk for signature. 
     The Task Force was a key 
component of New York’s 
landmark 2005 legislation 
creating pension benefits 
for first responders who 
participated in the rescue, 
recovery and cleanup op-
erations at the World Trade 
Center. First set to expire 
in 2010, it was extended 
many times, most recently 
in 2015. In recent years, it 
has become dormant and 
has taken little action. The 
legislation introduced by 

Pheffer Amato, Gounardes Pass Bill to Revive 
September 11th Workers Protection Task Force

Pheffer Amato and Gou-
nardes reauthorizes the task 
force until 2025 and seeks 
to revitalize it by refresh-
ing appointments, expand-
ing the areas of study, and 
setting a biannual meeting 
requirement to accompany 
the provision that the task 
force deliver reports on its 
findings to the Governor, 
Senate and Assembly by 
June 1st each year.
     “Last year, the legislature 
worked tirelessly to ensure 
that all 9/11 first responders 
received the benefits they 
were not only were entitled 
to but deserve- we began to 
reform the NYCERS board 
by increasing the number of 
physicians who could take 
on cases, and we finally pro-
vided unlimited sick leave 
to those battling for their 
lives as a result of a 9/11 
illness,” Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato said. 
“Now, we’re taking another 

major step in that direction. 
The reinstatement of this 
Task Force will allow us to 
identify more people that 
we can help, and more lives 
that we can potentially save. 
I’m thankful for Senator 
Gounardes’ partnership in 
helping pass many of these 
bills, and I look forward to 
seeing the great work this 
Task Force produces.”
     “While we have made 
progress to protect f irst 
responders who were not 
originally covered, we have 
a long way to go before 
we achieve full benefits 
and assistance for all those 
who answered the call to 
action on 9/11 and in the 
days after. This Task Force 
will help us fill in the gaps 
in worker protection and 
address those issues that 
still remain decades after 
the 9/11 terrorist attack,” 
said State Senator Andrew 
Gounardes.

     Assemblywoman Stacey 
Pheffer Amato (D-South 
Queens), voted with her col-
leagues to pass the ‘Healthy 
Terminals Act’ to ensure 
that airport workers are paid 
fair wages and have access 
to certain benefits including 
healthcare. The legislation 
was spearheaded by Assem-
bly Speaker Carl Heastie 
and introduced/sponsored 
by Assemblywoman Alicia 
Hyndman.
     “I commend Speaker 
Heastie, Assemblywoman 
Hyndman and my Assem-
bly colleagues for making 
this legislation a priority,” 

Pheffer Amato & Assembly Colleagues Vote to 
Pass ‘Healthy Terminals Act’ 

Pheffer Amato said. 
     The Healthy Terminals 
Act seeks to reduce turn-
over and enhance health 
and safety among workers 
at John F. Kennedy Inter-
national Airport (JFK), La 
Guardia International Air-
port, and New York Stewart 
Airport by requiring that 
such covered airport work-
ers receive the prevailing 
wage consistent with Arti-
cle 9 of the Labor Law. This 
requirement will provide for 
a stronger, more developed 
and trained workforce that 
will help protect and se-
cure these critical locations. 

These workers will receive 
wages and fringe benefits, 
including health care, based 
on their job classification 
and region. 
     The Act has been dedi-
cated to the memory of 
Leland Jordan, a baggage 
handler at JFK who fought 
for eight years for better 
working conditions, wages 
and health care for these 
workers. Leland tragically 
passed away in April of 
this year due to COVID-19, 
making the fight for afford-
able health care for frontline 
airport workers even more 
urgent.
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Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik 
Presents 101-Year-Old With Citation

Holliswood centenarian built 
Hillcrest General Hospital.  

     Council Member Barry S. 
Grodenchik presented Dr. Sheldon 
Schwartz with a New York City 
citation at his Holliswood home 
on Tuesday to commemorate his 
101st birthday.
     “From building a hospital to 
winning sports trophies to play-
ing a mean game of bridge, Dr. 
Schwartz teaches us that living life 
fully is key to a long and bounti-
ful life,” said Council Member 
Grodenchik. “He is a pillar of the 
medical field, his family, and our 
community.” 
     Dr. Schwartz was Chief of 
the Clinic of Arthritis and Rheu-
matism at Bellevue Hospital for 
more than 30 years.  He became 
the first Chair of Rheumatology at 
Long Island Jewish Hospital. He 
built Hillcrest General Hospital 
and was Chief of Medicine there 
for 25 years.
     Born in Brooklyn, he grew 
up playing tackle football at 

Richmond High School.  He 
later graduated cum laude from 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute 
and enrolled in NYU School of 
Medicine, where he became a 
Professor of Clinical Medicine and 
fellow of the Academy of Internal 
Medicine. 
     Retirement did not slow Dr. 
Schwartz down. He lectured and 
drove well into his 90s and still 
stays up to date with cutting-edge 
medical research and journals. 
He has won trophies for golf, 
tennis, and swimming and is an 
accomplished artist and collector 
of antique Belleek pottery. 
     Married to Lucy Aronin until 
her death in 2010, he remarried 
Marlene Wadler after getting to 
know her over duplicate bridge, 
which they played daily at JASA 
Holliswood Senior Center.  
     Dr. Schwartz enjoys Broadway, 
museums, and parks. He attends 
synagogue every Saturday and  
on holidays at Young Israel of  
Holliswood with Rabbi Moshe 
Taub.

     We will not stem the increase 
in recent shootings by prosecu-
tion alone. That is why I remain 
dedicated to bridging the gap 
between criminal prosecution and 
community-based intervention as 
we work to ensure the safety of all 
Queens residents.
     On Sunday, I stood alongside 
Queens Borough President Sharon 
Lee as we were joined by South-

east Queens community leaders, 
union leaders, pastors, cure vio-
lence groups, youth leaders, sports 
academies, police officers, elected 
officials, and residents who care 
about the future of their neighbor-
hoods.  We remembered those we 
have lost and rallied in support of 
community-based intervention 
methods and alternatives to pre-
vent further crime.

Queens Stands United for Peace


