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Consumer Alert: New York State
Division of Consumer Protection
Alerts Consumers to a Rise in
Online Shopping Complaints
During Covid-19 Pandemic
Online Shopping Complaints are Increasing as more Consumers Rely on Online Purchases During COVID-19; Simple Tips
can Help Protect New Yorkers when Shopping Online
The New York State Division of Consumer Protection (DCP)
is alerting consumers to a rise in online shopping complaints
as the COVID-19 pandemic continues. According to Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) data, online shopping complaint
trends continue their upward trajectory. The FTC reports
that during April and May 2020, more people reported issues
with online shopping than any other months on record, with
more than half never receiving the products they ordered.[1]
Of the 84,000 Online Shopping and Negative Review complaints reported to the FTC in the second quarter of 2020, New
Yorkers reported over 4,400 complaints and 75% resulted in
monetary loss. [2],[3]
“As New York State continues it data-driven, phased in
approach to reopening, many of us continue to stay at home
(Continued on page 2)

Council Member Eric Ulrich
Recognizes Kirwan Family

25 CENTS

Governor Cuomo Reviews Proposals to
Reopen Schools
Governor Andrew Cuomo
is reviewing the mistakes made
abroad in their preparation for
in-person schooling to continue
as New Yorkers continue to see a
low COVID-19 infection rate in
comparison to other states.
The governor says if the infection rate hits 9 percent, Governor
Cuomo will hit the “red stop button”, having schools go back to
remote learning.
Plans that some school districts
have issued to the state need to be
approved before children return.
However, Cuomo recognized
remote learning is not the kind of
scenario to be use since the onset
of COVID-19.
Cuomo said, “It’s about the
parents being comfortable. Just
because the school district says
we’re open does not mean students
are going to go, I can tell you that
right now. It is going to depend
(Continued on page 2)

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato
Attends Rally at JFK Airport

Photo courtesy of Councilman
Robert Holden’s office

NYFD Captain Christopher Kirwan(l) and NYC Special
Education Middle School teacher Jessica (r) receive certificate
from NYC Council as essential workers. Son, Caiden and
daughter, Quinn express their pride. See story on page 4.

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway), attended a rally at John F. Kennedy
International Airport (‘JFK’) hosted by 32BJ, Unite Here, and RWDSU Local 1102. See story on page 9.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

Consumer Alert: New York State Division of Consumer
Protection Alerts Consumers to a Rise in Online Shopping
Complaints During Covid-19 Pandemic
(Continued from page 1)

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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as much as possible. Finding the
items we need such as masks,
gloves, or hand sanitizers may
be difficult at our local stores,
making online shopping more
appealing,” said Secretary of State
Rossana Rosado, who oversees
the New York State Division of
Consumer Protection. “Online
shopping offers convenience and
keeps us safe at home during
these trying times, but we must be
careful to whom we give our hardearned money, especially online.”
Below are tips for New Yorkers
to help keep protect your online
purchases:
Know Your Rights:
•
The Federal Mail, Internet,
or Telephone Order Merchandise Rule (the Mail Order Rule)
of 1975, updated in 2014[4] to
include online orders, applies to
merchandise sold to consumers
online, by mail or by phone. It
states that your order must be
delivered within 30 days unless
otherwise stated. If there is a
delay, you must be notified. If
the company cannot reach you to
obtain your consent to the delay,
they must, without being asked,
promptly refund all the money
you paid for the unshipped merchandise.
Savvy Online Shopping Tips:
•
Shop on trusted sites with
retailers known to you. In the era
of social media marketing and
influencers, consumers are more
exposed to sham businesses that
advertise a premier product but
only deliver a low quality version
of the advertised item, if they deliver anything at all. Use caution
on trusted sites that host items for
third party sellers.
• Beware of third party vendors
If redirected from a trusted site
to a third party site, read the sellers policies, review ratings, read
consumer comments and most
importantly do a broad internet
search before making your purchase. Trusted retailers who host
third party sellers do not warranty
their sales, thus you could get a
substandard product or no product
at all when you take the risk and
purchase from an unknown third
party vendor.
• Do your research if you want
to try a new site or retailer. Performing a broad internet search
will provide you with important
feedback from other customers.

Are there any reviews? How is
the company responding to its
customers? Read the comments
within any social media advertisements. This will help you assess
what to expect if something goes
wrong.
•
Read the product specifications. Online marketing is geared
to get you to buy so it is important
to understand the product you are
purchasing and the terms of the
sale to ensure you are getting what
you want.
• Comparison shop. Search other
websites to compare price, quality, return policies, delivery cost
and speed. Buying the “cheapest”
advertised price may cost you
more when you factor in delivery
charges in the short term or return
policies in the long term.
•
Protect your privacy. Our
devices are generally defaulted
to share the maximum amount
of data as possible. Take precautions and make changes to your
settings to limit the personal data
you share.
•
File a complaint. If you are
not satisfied with your online
shopping experience, you should
file a complaint online anytime at
dos.ny.gov/consumerprotection,
or call the Consumer Helpline at
800-697-1220, Monday through
Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm to request
a complaint form.
Tips for Using Credit Cards Online:
• Check the website’s encryption, it’s easier than you think.
Before entering your credit card
information, make sure that the
website’s address begins with
“https” and that there is a closed
lock or unbroken key symbol in
the lower portion of your window
or up on the website address bar.
• Don’t keep the credit card on
file for future purchases. Provide
your credit card number each time
you make a purchase.
•
Designate one credit card
and one email address for online
shopping. This will allow for easy
review of purchases and provide
protection in case of a dispute.
Online Privacy Protection Tips:
• Protect your passwords. The
key to safe passwords is to update
them regularly and make them
unique. Try using a passphrase
instead of a password and include
special characters and numbers. If
it’s difficult to remember so many
passwords, try a password manager with two-step authentication

to manage your passwords.
•
Avoid autofill. Saving usernames, passwords, and credit card
information on your device saves
time. Unfortunately, it also makes
it easier for thieves to get access
to that information if they access
your account or device. Re-entering important information each
time – as opposed to autofill – is
an extra step to safeguard personal
information.
•
Check social media logins.
Many apps allow you to use your
social media credential to create
a new account on their platform,
but when you stop using those
apps, your social media accounts
still have access to the information. Once a year, check the list
of apps that you access through
your social media account and
delete any you do not recognize
or no longer use.
• Secure your connections. Do
your shopping while connected
to a secure network, rather than
public WiFi or an unknown WiFi
server. Public WiFi does not mask
any information, even if a website
or app seems secure. Usernames,
passwords, credit card and account information can be easily
seen by hackers who are logged
into the same network. On home
networks, keep operating systems
and antivirus software up to date
with the latest security patches
and ensure the network has a
strong password.
•
Don’t become the product.
Everything you do on your computer or device creates a digital
imprint. That information is often
compiled, tracked and sold to interested parties to better market
products directly to you. This is
called “behavioral advertising”.
You can shut this feature off on
your devices. Go to your device’s
main settings and look for the settings marked “Privacy.” You can
adjust the privacy settings to your
comfort level.
The New York State Division
of Consumer Protection serves
to educate, assist and empower
the State’s consumers. For more
consumer protection information,
call the Consumer Helpline at
800-697-1220, Monday through
Friday, 8:30am-4:30pm. Consumer complaints can be filed anytime
online at the Division website,
www.dos.ny.gov/consumerprotection. Follow the Division at @
NYSConsumer or www.facebook.
com/nysconsumer.

Governor Cuomo Reviews Proposals to
Reopen Schools
(Continued from page 1)
on the school district’s plan and
there’s going to have to be some
dialogue because the plans are
going to generate questions from
the parents. If parents don’t feel
comfortable, they’re not going to
send the children.”

Hurdles for reopening are testing
capacity and whether or not teacher
unions could make the reopening
of school more difficult, as well as
their level of comfort would need
to be taken into account as well.
Mayor Bill de Blasio outlined
a basic citywide plan for schools
to reopen in the fall, but only if

the infection rate for the general
public remains below 3 percent.
Social distancing guidelines will
be applied to classrooms. Free personal protective equipment will be
provided at no cost, schools will be
cleaned daily and nightly, as well
as students and education staff will
be given priority testing by the city.
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Meng Measure to Stop Trump From Excluding
Undocumented Immigrants In Congressional
Apportionment Passed by House
Congresswoman’s amendment
included in key appropriations
package
The House of Representatives
passed a provision sponsored
by U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DNY) that would block President
Trump’s memorandum to exclude
undocumented immigrants from
being counted in congressional
apportionment.
The Congresswoman’s amendment was included in the Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS)
Appropriations bill which passed
as part of a minibus spending
package. It would prohibit the use
of federal funds to implement, administer, or enforce the President’s
memorandum.
“President Trump does not get
to choose who he wants to count

in reapportionment,” said Meng, a
member of the House Appropriations Committee and its Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
Science. “Each person – regardless
of citizenship status – must be
counted, and his desire to ban immigrants from this process violates
the law. We must stop this latest
effort by the President to kick immigrants to the curb, and I’m grateful that my measure to do so was
included in the House-passed CJS
bill. We will not allow the President
to weaponize the census, and I
will not stop fighting against the
President’s anti-immigrant fervor,
and his disdain towards our hardworking immigrant communities.”
Meng blasted the President’s
memorandum when it was announced last week, and immediately introduced the No Funds for

Apportionment Exclusion Act to
prevent it from moving forward.
On a related issue, she also criticized Senate Republicans this week
for not providing in their coronavirus relief package, a time extension
for the census to be completed due
to COVID-19.
The House approved the minibus
spending package by a vote of 217
to 197. The legislation funds the
Departments of Commerce, Justice, and science-related agencies
as well as other federal agencies
and initiatives under Defense, Energy and Water Development, Financial Service and General Government, Labor-Health and Human
Services (HHS)-Education, and
Transportation-Housing and Urban
Development. It is the Department
of Commerce that oversees the U.S.
Census Bureau.

Suozzi Helps Secure Critical Funding in House-Passed
Appropriations Bills That Will Now Advance to The Senate
Suozzi’s advocacy leads to significant increases in investments to
preserve the Long Island Sound,
cleanup of the Navy-Grumman
Plume, energy efficiency and
renewable energy, veteran reintegration programs, elder care,
and other critical programs important to his constituents and
his district.
Congressman Tom Suozzi (D –
Long Island, Queens) announced
that he has helped secure critical
funding for New York, Long
Island and other communities
across America in the two Housepassed appropriations bills for
fiscal year 2021. These bills will
now advance to the Senate.
“My biggest priority in Congress has been to fight for New
York and ensure that my constituents on Long Island and in
Queens receive their fair share,”
said Suozzi. “I am proud that the
House-passed appropriations bills
consist of several items I have
fought for including investments
for the long-overdue cleanup of the
Navy-Grumman Plume, preservation of the Long Island Sound,
developing energy efficiency and
renewable energy, bettering the
lives of our veterans, securing
funding for our aging populations
and elder care, and much more. I
will work as hard as I can to push
the Senate to pass these bills as
soon as possible.”
Below is a list of 10 of the programs which received funding, in
whole or in part, due to Suozzi’s
advocacy:
•
$30.4 million in funding to
protect and preserve the Long
Island Sound. This represents an
800% increase since Suozzi came
to Congress in 2017.
• $404.25 million for the Navy’s
Environmental Restoration fund,
a portion of which will go to the

cleanup of the Navy-Grumman
Plume in Bethpage. This is the
first-time funding for this fund
has gone above $400 million since
Suozzi came to Congress in 2017.
Suozzi testified in support of this
funding in March. His testimony
can be viewed here. This is an
increase of more than $115 million
since Suozzi came to Congress
in 2017.
• $2.85 billion in investments in
Energy Efficiency and Renewable
Energy (EERE), an increase of
$750 million since Suozzi came
to Congress in 2017.
• $57.5 million for veteran reintegration programs, $2.5 million
more than FY20. This is an increase of more than $12.5 million
since Suozzi came to Congress
in 2017.
•
$50 million for Firearm Injury and Mortality Prevention Research under the CDC and NIH, a
$25 million increase above FY20.
• $314 million for the Maritime
Security Program, which supports the United States Merchant
Marine Academy’s Sea Year
Program. This is a $14 million
increase since Suozzi came to
Congress in 2017.
•
$56.7 million for the sewer
overflow and stormwater reuse
municipal grant program, which
provides grants to states and
municipal entities for treatment
works to intercept, transport,
control, treat, or reuse municipal combined sewer overflows;
sanitary sewer overflows; and/or
stormwater.
• $2.853 billion for Alzheimer’s
NIH Research, a $1.353 billion
increase since Suozzi came to
Congress in 2017.
• $2 billion for Career, Technical,
and Adult Education, under the
Carl D. Perkins Vocational and
Technical Education Act. This
is a $280 million increase since

Suozzi came to Congress in 2017.
• $17 million for the Helen Keller
National Center for Deaf/Blind
Youth and Adults, a $1 million
increase above FY20. This represents a 65% increase since Suozzi
came to Congress in 2017.
The first appropriations bill,
H.R. 7608, passed by the House
two weeks ago, includes four
FY 2021 appropriations bills:
State-Foreign Operations, Agriculture-Rural Development-FDA,
Interior-Environment, and Military Construction and Veterans
Affairs. The second appropriations bill, H.R. 7617, includes six
FY2021 appropriations bills:
Defense; Commerce-JusticeScience; Energy and Water Development; Financial Services
and General Government; LaborHHS-Education, and Transportation-HUD.
Programs that will see an increase in funding will be critical
in helping to better the lives of our
veterans, combat climate change,
allow for research on life-threatening diseases, improve worker
safety, strengthen and secure our
middle class, secure funding for
the care of our aging population,
invest in energy efficiency and
renewable energy, and much more.
Suozzi also secured language that directs the Secretary
of Health and Human Services
to submit a report to Congress on
how to create “Geriatric Centers
of Excellence,” which will provide wholistic supportive care
for elderly Americans. Suozzi is
advocating for one of these Geriatric Centers of Excellence to be
established at Glen Cove Hospital.
Providing adequate long-term
care for America’s aging population has long been a priority of
Suozzi’s, and the COVID-19 pandemic has further highlighted the
urgent need to address this issue.
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Queens Legislators Statement on
Townsend Harris High School/Queens
College Preparatory Program Funding
In response to the news that the
NYC Department of Education
(“DOE”) will be eliminating funding for The Bridge Year Program
under the Townsend Harris High
School / Queens College, members of the State Legislature issued
the following joint statement:
“We are disappointed to learn
the news that the DOE has decided to eliminate funding for
this vital partnership despite the
overwhelming advocacy from
students, teachers, administrators,
and community-at-large to keep
this program alive. While we understand the economic constraints
we are under during this public
health crisis, the DOE’s decision
overlooks the significance of this
program and the impact it has had
on students over the last 30 years.
The Bridge Year Program is
essential to the school’s mission
of equipping students with the
knowledge and tools to leave
their community greater than
they found it. This collaboration
provides students with access to
college readiness resources as students prepare for the start of their
college experience. Townsend
Harris and Queens College belong
to the two of the largest urban public education systems in the nation, and the roles that they serve
in the most diverse communities
in Queens cannot be understated.
The Mayor and the Chancellor
are clearly not up to the task of

prioritizing the wellbeing of our
students -- whether that means
determining how to safely reopen,
provide quality at-home learning,
or providing access to unique
opportunities such as The BridgeYear Program. While the DOE
claims that Townsend Harris is
not alone in facing these drastic
cuts as other schools experience
budget shortfalls, we believe this
is further proof that the City is targeting these students in a harmful
and long lasting way. In the days
ahead, we will continue working
with the Townsend Harris community to save The Bridge Year
Program and ensure its existence
for years to come.
THHS students participate in
The Bridge Year Program during
their senior year and are enrolled
as non-matriculated Queens College students. Credits earned
through the program are accredited and beyond the usual requirements for a THHS diploma. Fewer
Advanced Placement courses are
offered at THHS because of this
unique program.
Earlier this year, Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (D,WF- Fresh
Meadows), who represents the
school, led a Queens Delegation
letter written to NYC Schools
Chancellor Richard Carranza urging the DOE to renew funding the
current contract set to expire in
July 2021, and guarantee funding
through June 2026.”

Schumer, Gillibrand Announce Nearly
$12 Million In Emergency Federal
Funding For Coronavirus Testing
Across New York State
Funding Will Expand New
York’s Testing Ability During
the COVID-19 Health Crisis
U.S. Minority Leader Charles
E. Schumer and U.S. Senator
Kirsten Gillibrand announced
$11,649,036 in federal funding
to help health centers respond
to and contain the spread of the
COVID-19 outbreak. The funding
was allocated by the Department
of Health and Human Services
(HHS) through the Expanding
Capacity for Coronavirus Testing
(ECT) program.
“As New York rebuilds and
recovers from this unprecedented
health and economic crisis, it’s
imperative that hospitals and
health centers have the resources
they need to execute an aggressive
testing strategy to keep the virus
at bay,” said Senator Schumer.
“This federal funding does just
that by increasing the testing
capacity of hospitals and health
centers across the state. I will
continue to fight tooth and nail

for the federal resources to keep
our communities safe and to be
proactive in the battle against
COVID-19.”
“With mounting pressure to
open schools and businesses, we
must ensure that all New Yorkers
have access to COVID-19 testing,”
said Senator Gillibrand. “This essential funding will make testing
and treatment more accessible
across New York State and will
help keep our communities safe
from this devastating virus. I
will continue advocating for the
resources needed to remain resilient during these unprecedented
times.”
Funding recipients listed below:
New York Department of Health,
$9,649,028, Rochester/Finger
Lakes Region, His Branches,
Inc., $144,587, New York City
Region, Lasante Health Center,
Inc., $165,767, Catholic Charities
Neighborhood Services, Inc.,
$1,345,387, Hudson Valley Region, Community Medical and
Dental Care, Inc., $344,267
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Whirl With Merle
Council Member Eric Ulrich Recognizes Kirwan Family
by Merle Exit
On July, 24, 2020, Council
Member Eric A Ulrich presented
a Certificate of Recognition to
two members of the Kirwan family, Christopher and Jessica, both
essential workers for dedicated
service during the Covid-19 Pandemic.
Captain Christopher Kirwan
has been a member of the NYFD
(New York Fire Department) for
15 years. Kirwan is part of the
NYFD Incident Management
Team (IMT) as a GIS Specialist.
Along with his needed service
in this area, Kirwan receives requests through FEMA to respond
and assist in large scale incidents
when many resources require
management such as being deployed to Houston, Texas during
Hurricane Harvey.
His wife, Jessica, is a Special
Education middle school teacher
and had been required to teach
at home using the internet and
Google Meet.
Adding to her teaching is having two children, Quinn (7) and
Caiden (9), who are on the side of
having to their schooling the same
way and having both parents to
assist them. Christopher spends
as much time as possible dealing
mostly with their needed technical
support.
I am going to focus on Jessica
as a teacher and having school
age children that have to log into
their teacher.
Here is an interview with
Jessica.
Q. What are the pros and cons
of teaching from home?
Pros: All of the work was digital, and making it more accessible
to grade and enter grades more
easily. As a middle school teacher,
the transition was a bit easier for
my students because many of the
programs that were being used
were already introduced to the
students.
Cons: There is a huge difference
with teaching in person, as you
can visually see when a student
is struggling either with work or
even emotionally. My co-teachers
and I had to rely on parents when
their child was struggling emotionally and figuring out ways
to get the student(s) motivated to
continue with online learning.

Q. How do you know if someone is logging on for the number
of hours?
It’s not really set hours a student
needs to log for the week, but the
completion of work that is done.
My school did have an attendance
time each day that we were virtually online and taking attendance
for the day. You know how long
they spent on how they completed,
or not complete their work.
Q. In what way were you able to
interact with the students?
Our school used Google Meet
for our classes with the kids. My
co-teachers and I met with the students 4 times a week to conduct,
using the subjects we taught.
Q. How do they do their homework and turn it in, so to speak?
All assignments were posted
through Google Classroom. We
fortunately had our classrooms
set up from the beginning of the
school year. So our class was
pretty knowledgeable on how to
access assignments.
Q. Do you get to grade the
students?
As per the Chancellor, students’
last report card was based on how
they did in March.

Q. If a student did really poor
could they be left back?
I did not hear of any, but if a
student was struggling all year, we
could recommend the student to
do summer school to help catch up.
Q. Why did you use Google
Meets?
Google Meets had a grid view,
so you were able to see all of the
students in the class on one page.
Q. Were you able to interact by,
for example, calling upon a student for an answer to a question?
When I did whole class instruction, I would call on students to
read or answer certain questions.
I also used an extension called
Peardeck for my google slides to
have students interacting while I
was teaching live.
Q. Do you give them tests during the school year?
I personally did not test, but I
would base how they were learning through their assignments,
their answers from Peardeck and
the online reading program they
did lessons on.
As far as Quinn and Caiden,
they would rather be in a classroom having said that they miss
being with their friends.

Live at The Gantries Online: The Chivalrous Crickets
August 11, At 7:00 Pm - 8:00 Pm Free

The Chivalrous Crickets is an
upcoming folk band exploring
the intersection between Appalachian, Old Time, traditional
English and Celtic, and early
European art music. Its band
members come from backgrounds

of folk and early classical music,
combining rich vocal harmonies,
diverse timbral blends, and inventive programs. The Crickets revel
in illuminating direct ties between
the roots of American songs and
tunes in the old world by creating

innovative, medley-style arrangements of ancient, contemporary,
and original repertoire.
For more infoo visit: http://
kupferbergcenter.org/event/liveat-the-gantries-online-the-chivalrous-crickets/
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NewYork-Presbyterian Queens
Offers Tips For National Immunization
Awareness Month
August is National Immunization Awareness Month, which
highlights the importance of
vaccination for all ages. Since
March, efforts to reduce the
transmission of COVID-19, such
as stay-at-home orders, have led
to decreased use of routine medical services, including staying up
to date with immunizations and
annual physicals.
“Today, parents may be contemplating the safety of scheduling an annual physical for their
children. While it is important
for everyone to exercise caution
during the current COVID-19
pandemic, it is also paramount to
protect children from other infectious diseases through vaccination,” said Dr. Andria Chizner,
pediatrician at NewYork-Presbyterian Medical Group Queens.
Dr. Chizner recommends the
following:
1. Don’t delay vaccinations.
Childhood vaccinations are part
of essential health care services.
According to the CDC, routine
vaccines prevent illness, lasting
health problems and even death
in babies and children. There are
16 vaccines that protect babies
and children from illnesses like
mumps, pertussis and the flu.
2. Schedule routine checkups for

children. The American Academy
of Pediatrics has emphasized that
routine checkups for children of
all ages is essential; the pediatrician must update immunizations,
conduct a physical exam to assess
overall health and well-being,
and perform routine screenings
for development, hearing, vision
and oral health.
3. Find out new safety measures. Call your pediatrician to
determine all precautions they
are currently taking, such as COVID-19 screenings for patients.
Many offices are requiring all
patients over the age of two to
wear masks and are limiting the
number of patients in the office
to reduce crowding.
4. Diminish shot anxiety. It is
no secret that many children are
scared of getting vaccination
shots. Try to create a distraction
during shots by singing a song,
squeezing your child’s hand or
telling a funny story.
5. Be honest and calm. Take a
few minutes to explain to your
child what to expect during a
shot. Use words like ‘pressure’ or
‘poke’ rather than ‘pain’ or ‘shot.’
Explain that they may feel a little
pinch, but it will be very quick.
Your calm voice will reassure
your child.

People of Diverse Faiths Walk Across
Queens to Affirm the Sanctity of
Black Lives
People of diverse faiths from
across Queens will be walking
from Flushing to Woodside to
share their religious convictions
that Black Lives Matter. “Arise
From Lament: A Walk of Faith
and Freedom” will begin at 3
p.m. on Sunday, August 2, where
participants will be uniting outside
the Flushing Friends Meeting
House (137-16 Northern Blvd.),
the site of the historic Flushing Remonstrance, a seminal
document for religious freedom in
North America. From there, participants will walk and sing their
way to the Unisphere in Flushing
Meadows Park (4 p.m.), stopping
at several landmarks significant
to African-American histor y
(Louis Armstrong House, Langston Hughes Library), and ending
at Windmuller Park in Woodside
(roughly 6:30 p.m.).
“Many have said that this revolution feels different and for me a
huge part of that difference is the
faith community speaking up and
out,” said Sunnyside’s Clareese
Saunders, a member of Hope Astoria Church and co-chair of the
interfaith working group of Court
Square Justice, the Queens-based
multi-racial community of volun-

teers dedicated to anti-racism that
is organizing the walk. “Black
lives have always mattered to God
and this walk will be a tangible
representation that Black lives
therefore matter to the faith community. ”
“We may worship in different
ways, but we are all committed
to affirming the sanctity of Black
lives,” said Long Island City’s
Andrew Mandel, a rabbinical student at Hebrew Union College and
co-chair of the interfaith working
group of Court Square Justice.
“Queens is one of the most diverse
communities in the world, and
its people of faith want to stand
up and be counted as committed to each other’s humanity and
dignity.”
The seven-mile walk follows
Wednesday night’s “Night of Lament,” in which clergy members
from Baha’i, Jewish, Lutheran,
Presbyterian, Quaker, Seventh
Day Adventist, Unitarian Universalist, Yoruba and other faith
traditions joined Black poets and
dozens of Queens residents outside
Long Island City’s Court Square
Courthouse to observe the Jewish
holiday of Tisha B’Av and mourn
Black lives lost to police violence.
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Poets Corner

Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

SPORTING THE
COVID19

For the Week of ... 8/6/20 - 8/12/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You could be tempted to overspend on unnecessary items. Try
not to donate to organizations if
you can hardly afford to take care
of yourself. Your lucky numbers
are: 8,9,3

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You may have a problem with
coworkers if you try to tell them
what to do. You should avoid
getting involved in the personal
problems of colleagues. Your
lucky numbers are: 6,4,9

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Pleasure trips will be a form
of healing for your emotional
state of mind. Be prepared to
encounter new friendships that
will provide you with valuable
information. Your lucky numbers
are: 7,3,6

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Don’t go hog wild when it comes
to entertainment or you could
find yourself short of funds at the
end of the month. Get involved in
worthwhile endeavors and meet
new friends. Your lucky numbers
are: 7,2,6

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Think of changes to your home
that will please and add to everyone’s comfort. You can prosper if
you in vest in property or mutual
funds. Your lucky numbers are:
4,9,5

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You can make new friends if you
join clubs. Family members will
not be happy with the amount
of time you are spending away
from home. Your lucky numbers
are: 8,1,9

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
You can make new connections
through friends or relatives. Relationships may be hard to handle.
Do not make rash decisions about
your personal life. Your lucky
numbers are: 7,1,8

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Don’t be afraid to confront situations concerning loved ones in
order to solve any problems that
may exist. Let go of the past in
order to progress. Your lucky
numbers are: 9,1,7

LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
You’re in a high cycle for romance. You need to get out if you
want to meet potential partners.
Mingle with those who have similar interests. Your lucky numbers
are: 9,7,1

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Your dramatic nature may be
too much to handle. Try not to
be overbearing where family is
concerned. Don’t make mountains out of molehills if you want
to avoid conf lict. Your lucky
numbers are: 7,9,5

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
You must avoid gossip and focus
on what you have to do. You can
form new partnerships, but don’t
move too quickly; things may
not be as they appear. Your lucky
numbers are: 7,6,4

Sports spreading that flu,
Men pounding their chest
Want to see them play again
Football or the Mets
Their locker room’s full
Of COVID lined sweat.
How can they stay
Six feet away
Perhaps I will bet.
Don’t care if they wake up
In a COVID hospital bed
A nd f ind their breathing is
strained
Visitors of cardboard heads
I so want to cheer
And guzzle some beer
While watching men hit a ball
Or tackle and fall
Those wandering shoes
Are aching to take
Me out to an old ball game
For goodness sake
If men’s sports have their say
“We’re gonna die anyway”
Won’t mask that one million
contract pay.

costs
crude
discuss
equip
felony
fluffy
frigid
frustrate

history
incredible
island
lint
month
other
price
quarter

race
ready
river
seeds
sell
sheet
shift
sight

sleep
state
tight
trot
tweet

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles
“Try & Find”

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”
analyst
angle
attorney
basis
bless
catch
celebrity
claim

SUDOKU

by Merle Exit

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Be aware of any deception on
the part of those you deal with.
Use your charm, but don’t sign
or agree to anything. Your lucky
numbers are: 6,4,1

TRY AND FIND

PAGE 5

ACROSS
1. Dainty
5. Add
9. Cooking fat
13. Disabled
14. Classical Greek
16. Desire
17. Not legs
18. Weave diagonal lines into
19. Trailer trucks
20. It makes dough rise
22. Unfaltering
24. Sourish
26. Follow as a result
27. Melancholy
30. Flourish
33. Fire hydrant
35. Chopin composition
37. A law enforcement agency
38. Earthenware jar
41. 59 in Roman numerals
42. Creases
45. Emptying
48. Andean animals
51. Venus and the Earth
52. Roman cloaks
54. Teller of untruths
55. Eradicates insects
59. Tablet
62. Press
63. Yearns
65. Comply with
66. Anagram of “Sees”
67. Anagram of “Sneer”
68. Delight
69. Destiny
70. Lack of difficulty
71. Cravings

DOWN
1. Participate in games
2. Unusual
3. Extraneous
4. A communication
5. A sizeable hole
6. Not highs
7. Come together
8. Quiet
9. Oversupply
10. Murres
11. Hens make them
12. Check
15. Conflict
21. Journey
23. Harsh or arduous
25. After-bath powder
27. F F F F
28. Slander
29. Mongrel
31. Defenseless
32. Decree
34. Governor (abbrev.)
36. Former lovers
39. Policeman
40. Murder
43. Daytime performance
44.
Dirty air
46. Rostrum
47. Comparison
49. Slack-jawed
50. Lampoon
53. Ringworm cassia
55. Feudal estate
56. Celestial bear
57. The bulk
58. Views
60. Adolescent
61. Visual organs
64. South southeast

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com Click on PUZZLES...
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Councilman Eric Ulrich Celebrates Grand Opening of
Sheikh Medical Care PLLC in Ozone Park
On Monday, August 4, Councilman Eric Ulrich, along with several members of the community,
celebrated the grand opening of
Sheikh Medical Care PLLC with a
ribbon cutting ceremony. The practice, located at 103-02 93rd Street
in Ozone Park, is headed by Board
Certified Dr. Tania M. Sheikh,
who has a long, varied career as an
Internal Medicine physician.
“I am proud to welcome Sheikh
Medical Care PLLC to the community” said Councilman Eric Ulrich.
“There are so many people in this
district that have been looking for
a doctor’s office, and we want them
to know they have a great option,
right here in our backyard. Dr.
Tania M. Sheikh is the epitome of
the American dream, having come
here from Bangladesh. I am proud
to call her a friend, and I wish both
her - and her husband Helal - the
best of luck.”
“We’re grateful to be here to be
able to serve the health concerns
of the Queens community with

WE’RE HIRING!

Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation
quality healthcare,” said Dr. Tania
M. Sheikh. “It’s long awaited, but
the community can rest assured
a great and qualified doctor is in
your neighborhood. I would like
to thank Councilman Ulrich for
his continued support, and for at-

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

tending yesterday’s ribbon cutting
ceremony.”
For more information, you
may contact Sheikh Medical Care
PLLC by phone at (718) 487-3944;
or by email at SheikhMedicalCarePLLC@gmail.com.

Flushing Town Hall Offers Art Kits For New Yorkers to
Express Their Feelings as Part of an Outdoor Community Art
Exhibition, Call And Response: Grief, Resiliency and Hope
For the last month, Flushing
Town Hall has allowed professional and novice artists to express their thoughts and feelings
through art – and showcasing
their work in an outdoor exhibition, Call and Response: Grief,
Resiliency and Hope.
Next week, the venue will make
a limited number of art kits available on a first-come, first-served
basis to the general public, families, professional artists, and amateurs who wish to create artistic
expressions and to share them in
an exhibition, on the outdoor fence
bordering the venue’s Garden on
Northern Boulevard.
“Flushing Town Hall invites
you to artistically express your
feelings, to process grief, anger
or gratitude while connecting with
the Queens community through
this outdoor exhibition,” says
Flushing Town Hall Executive
and Artistic Director Ellen Kodadek. “We are at a pivotal time
in our nation’s history, faced with
a COVID-19 pandemic and with
the epidemic of institutional racism and abuse that has eroded the
fabric of our society. We want to
provide a platform for the public
to express our range of emotions

Italian American Journal

GIA

To read GIA online

(Continued on page 11)

Visit www.giamondo.com

Servicing: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut,
Long Island, Florida, California, Boston, Switzerland and Italy
as a path toward a more inclusive
and equitable world.”
You can learn about the initiative at http://www.flushingtownhall.org/call-and-response.
Artwork can honor those we
have lost during the pandemic to
the disease, or honor those we
have lost as a result of racial or
social injustice. Artists can choose
to thank healthcare providers for
their efforts to heal, or explore
racial injustice, express anxiety
or fears, illustrate hope for a

brighter future, or anything else
they are feeling. As art helps us
process our feelings, we will be
building our community’s mental
resiliency.
Says Flushing Town Hall’s
Director of Education and Public
Programs Gabrielle M. Hamilton,
“We need to acknowledge the
trauma of this moment which is
profoundly tied our nation’s history and attempt to address our
(Continued on page 11)

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik Gives Out Sanitizer
And Thousands of Face Masks in Queens Village
Council Member Barry S.
Grodenchik distributed a record
number of free masks and hand
sanitizer at a recent grab-and-go
event in Queens Village.
All together, the council
member, along with his staff and
volunteers, provided over 3,000
packages, which contained five
masks each, and nearly 500 twoounce bottles of NYS sanitizer in
front of the Key Food on Hillside
Avenue. The grab-and-go drew
hundreds of residents.
The Queens Village giveaway
is one of many the council mem-

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com

Call 718-592-2196
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NYC Parks Increases Access to Flushing Meadows Corona
Park With Completion of Parks Without Borders Project
Parks Without Borders Project
Features New ADA Accessible
Entrance in Time for Act’s 30th
Anniversary
NYC Parks Commissioner
Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP, today
joined New York City Council
Member Francisco Moya, Community Board 4 District Manager
Christian Cassagnol, Queens Zoo
Director Mike Allen, and Flushing Meadows Park Conservancy
President Jean Silva to unveil
the brand new Henry Hudson
Entrance at Flushing Meadows
Corona Park, completed through
the Parks Without Borders (PWB)
initiative.
“Through Parks Without
Borders, we’ve restored vibrancy
to one of Flushing Meadow Corona Park’s most popular gateways.” said Commissioner Silver.
“Thanks to Mayor de Blasio’s investment, the new Henry Hudson
Entrance will continue to serve as
a welcoming pathway for generations of families to pass through
and explore everything that this
historic park has to offer.”
“This project literally removes the barrier to entry for
our borough’s flagship park. I’m
thrilled to see the Henry Hudson
Entrance reopened at a time when
we most need accessible outdoor
space to enjoy and unwind in,”
said Council Member Francisco
Moya. “I want to thank the Mayor’s office, Parks Department,
Community Board 4, and the
Flushing Meadows Park Conservancy for their work in making
this initiative a success.”
The $4.5 million Flushing
Meadows Corona Park project,
funded by Mayor Bill de Blasio,
reconstructed the entrance of the

park at 111th Street between 53rd
and 56th avenues. Improvements
include a reconstructed central
entrance plaza, new sidewalks,
wider pedestrian routes, and an
expanded planting area. The
new, accessible Henry Hudson
entrance welcomes visitors and
leads them directly to the Unisphere, a focal point of Flushing
Meadows Corona Park.
Parks Without Borders, part of
OneNYC, is a design concept that
improves the areas where parks
meet their neighborhoods—park
entrances, edges, and spaces
adjacent to parks. By extending
parks into communities, opening
sight lines, adjusting gates, and
adding furnishings outside of our
parks’ traditional borders, PWB
is improving New Yorkers’ access to quality parks. Utilizing an
online survey and 37 conferences
with citizens, Parks received
more than 6,000 nominations for
691 parks—approximately 30
percent of our parks. The eight
selected showcase projects, sharing $40 million in funding from
Mayor de Blasio, were revealed

in May 2016; and an additional
$10 million has been applied to
another 40 capital projects in
progress.
The other PWB showcase
projects are: Fort Greene Park
and Prospect Park (Brooklyn);
Van Cortlandt Park and Hugh
Grant Circle / Virginia Park
and Playground (Bronx); Jackie
Robinson Park and Seward Park
(Manhattan); and Faber Park
(Staten Island).
As the site of two World’s Fairs,
Flushing Meadows Corona Park
has become a recreational escape
for the residents of New York
City and visitors from around the
world. The park’s international
f lavor draws from the area’s
diverse neighborhoods. Flushing
Meadows Corona Park is home
to Queen’s beloved sy mbol,
The Unisphere, which features
representations of the continents
and celebrates the World’s Fairs
theme of “Peace Through Understanding.” The park draws over
three million visitors from all
over the world for both spectator
and recreational activities.

MTA Announces Installation of Mask Dispensers Inside Buses
For Customers to Easily Access Masks When Boarding
Installation Complete on 100
Buses on Six Routes in the Bronx,
Queens and Staten Island
Pilot Will Expand to 400 Buses
on 20 Routes in All Boroughs
Next Month
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) announced
it has launched a pilot program to
mount dispensers of free surgical masks inside buses to further
protect customers while on board.
The MTA has already completed
the installation of dispensers on
100 buses on six bus routes in
three boroughs. Customers on the
Bx12 SBS and Bx41 SBS routes
in the Bronx, S53 Staten Island
local route, and X63, X64 and
X68 express routes in Queens can
now easily access the free surgical
masks from dispensers mounted
at the rear doors of the SBS and
local buses, and at the front door
of express buses.
The MTA plans to roll out
the pilot across every borough
on more than 20 routes and 400
buses by the end of August. All
customers and MTA employees
are required to wear a mask while
riding public transit.
“This is another important way
we are coming up with solutions
to ensure customers can conveniently obtain a mask if they have

lost or forgotten their own when
they board our buses,” said Craig
Cipriano, President of the MTA
Bus Company and Senior Vice
President of Buses for MTA New
York City Transit. “When you
wear a face covering on public
transit you’re doing so out of respect for your fellow passengers
and the health and safety of our
bus operators – plus it’s the law.”
Each plastic dispenser holds
approximately 50 surgical masks.
The dispensers are off-the-shelf
plastic containers with modifications made by New York City
Transit. Each container is properly

secured to the stanchions of the
bus and will be refilled daily.
This announcement follows the
launch of “Operation Respect,”
a new MTA initiative consisting
of a “Mask Force” of hundreds
of volunteers to distribute masks
directly to customers throughout
the subway, bus and commuter
rail system.
To further protect customers,
the State of New York has provided the MTA with an additional
million masks for distribution, on
top of the previous two million
(Continued on page 9)
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Sen. Biaggi, AM Hyndman, Queens
Leaders & Hazel Dukes Join Essential
Airport Workers in Celebrating Passage
of Health Care Bill

While the U.S. Senate fails to
protect essential workers in stimulus, New York passes ‘Healthy
Terminals Act’ to Bring Health
Care to as many as 25,000 Essential Frontline Workers
State Senator Alessandra
Biaggi, Assembly Member Alicia
Hyndman, and NY NAACP President Hazel Dukes joined Queens
elected officials and 32BJ airport
workers to celebrate the passage
of the historic Healthy Terminals
Act (HTA), which, if signed by
Governor Cuomo, would provide
life-saving health care benefits to
as many as 25,000 airport workers, including predominantly
Black and immigrant subcontracted airline workers. While
the federal government fails to
act to protect frontline workers,
many essential airport workers
have gotten sick and died from
COVID-19 and others struggle
with thousands in medical bills.
Queens Borough President Sharon
Lee, State Senators Jim Gaughran,
Anna Kaplan, and John Liu, as
well as Assembly Members Stacey
Pfeffer Amato, Catalina Cruz,
Taylor Darling, Nathalia Fernandez, Aravela Simotas, Al Taylor,
and David Weprin were also in
attendance as airport workers
celebrated their hard-fought victory on Wednesday, July 29, 2020
at JFK International Airport. For
videos of today’s event click here
and here. For photos click here.
“I know my father is smiling
down on us today,” said Dazilia
Anthony, the daughter of Leland
Jordan, a beloved 32BJ member
and baggage handler from JFK
who passed away last April from
COVID-19, in a statement. “He
spent half his salary on paying for
health insurance. He worked so
hard to pass the Healthy Terminals
Act, because he wanted his fellow
airport workers to be able go to
the doctor when they got sick. He
would be celebrating with us now.”
“We are here today to thank
our legislators in the Senate and
Assembly for what they’ve done.
But the fight is not over. We’ve got
to get this bill signed,” said Hazel
Dukes, President of the NAACP
New York State Conference.
“We’ve been confronted with
COVID-19 that has devastated
our communities. And now it is
time to make sure that workers
have health care. That they don’t
have to choose between rent,
buying groceries, and receiving
quality healthcare. The airport

workers who make it safe for the
passengers of the airlines, we want
to make sure they are taken care
of too.”
The COVID-19 pandemic, as
well as previous scares like Ebola
and SARS, only exposed what
workers in major transportation
hubs have always known—they
are on the frontlines of any health
crisis.
Airport workers are currently
exposed to a hodge-podge of
employer-provided health plans,
including many that won’t even
qualify as health insurance, with
sky high premiums, co-pays and
deductibles. Many often choose to
go without health insurance.
“Workers of color have kept
this country together throughout
the COVID-19 pandemic, even
without the basic protection of adequate healthcare,” said Vladimir
Clairjeune, a Haitian American
JFK security officer who is currently laid off. “This is a victory
in the much larger fight for racial
and economic justice. In our corner of the world, we have shown
we can make a difference for the
thousands of Black, Latino, and
immigrant workers who make up
the fabric of our airports.”
The landmark Healthy Terminals Act comes in the midst of the
airline industry receiving a $30
billion taxpayer bailout from the
CARES Act with billions more
expected. The act will require
employers at New York airports
to compensate workers, including
sub-contracted passenger services
workers, at least a $4.54 benefits
supplement that they will be able
to use to acquire the quality health
insurance they desperately need.
Workers could use this supplement
for health insurance or employees
working under collectively bargained contracts could negotiate
to use this supplement to provide
affordable, quality health insurance directly.
“The passage of the Healthy
Terminals Act is fueled by the
tireless organizing and strength
of essential airport workers, labor
advocates, immigrants, and working families. Assembly Member
Alicia Hyndman and I introduced
this bill well before the arrival of
COVID-19, because it should not
take a pandemic for us to value
workers’ lives and fulfill their
right to healthcare,” said Senate
Bill Sponsor Alessandra Biaggi
(D - Bronx, Westchester). “By en(Continued on page 9)
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IT’S INSIDE QUEENS
Another week, another set of
virtual events in Queens. Maybe
it’s for the better as it’s hot outside,
but the air conditioner cranks inside. Local groups stream comedy,
conversations, dance, films, music,
summer camp, workshops, and
SPAM.
● Aug. 7, Specially Processed
American Me, 7 pm. Queens
Council on the Arts hosts comedian Jaime Sunwoo, who combines
audio, sculpture, storytelling, and
video to expound on her KoreanAmerican upbringing and her family’s experiences during the Korean
War. Then, Noguchi Museum’s
Sejin Park leads a panel discussion
on family, identity, immigration,
and war trauma.
● Aug. 7, Noguchi’s Playground
Design, 11 am. Explore playgrounds that Isamu Noguchi created around the world. Then, collaborate with others to design a 3D
space using such materials as paper,
tape, and cardboard. In Spanish for
children ages 4-10.
● Aug. 7, The Kingdom Dance
Company, 4 pm. The Queensboro Dance Festival presents the
Rosedale-based Kingdom Dance
Company.
● Aug. 8, Virtual Sacred Sites,
Aug. 9. Take a multi-stop, spiritual
trip from the late 17th century to
the modern day without leaving
Queens…or an air-conditioned
living room. From noon to 2 pm,
Queens Historical Society Board
President Jason Antos, who has
written seven books on the borough, leads a cyber trek of religious
institutions in Flushing.
● Aug. 8, QPAC’s Virtual Talent
Show: Episode One, 7 pm. It’s the
ultimate Queens showcase. Participants in Queensborough Performing Arts Center’s special summer
programs demonstrate their talent
and hard work via song, dance,
and magic.
● Aug. 10, Hawaiian Dance, 4 pm.
Enjoy Hawaiian choreography and
history when Forest Hills-based Ma
Pua Mai Ka Lani Nuioka adds spice
to the Queensboro Dance Festival.
● Aug. 10, Plant Power, Aug. 14.
Alley Pond Environmental Center
offers a class with interactive discussions, literacy, games, science
experiments, animal encounters,
and a nature connection challenge
daily at 11 am. Lessons focus on
plant parts, gross plants, medicinal
plants, flowers, and bees.
● Aug. 11, Chivalrous Southern
Music, 7 pm. The Live at the Gantries concert series continues with
The Chivalrous Crickets, a fun
group that mixes Appalachian, Old
Time, traditional English and Celtic, and early European art music.
●
Aug. 11, Brilliance, 8 pm.
Noguchi educator Matthew Capezutto leads an interactive learning
program on Isamu Noguchi’s “Brilliance (1982).”
●
Aug. 12, Virtual Jazz Jam:
Celebrating Louis Armstrong, 7
pm. Flushing Town Hall’s monthly
Jazz session goes online. Led by
Astoria’s Carol Sudhalter and the
house band, musicians improvise
together. Don’t play? Listen. The
theme is “Unity of Mind, Spirit,
Action.”

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

● Aug. 12, Seed & Spark, 9 pm.
Queens World Film Festival dedicates its weekly program to Seed
& Spark, a crowdfunding platform
which supports indie filmmakers.
Watch shorts and words by QWFF
alumni who were funded through
Seed & Spark.
●
Aug. 12, Pond Specimens:
Aquatic Turtles & Frogs, 2 pm.
Alley Pond Environmental Center
prepares viewers for their next
visit to a local pond by teaching
about the unique characteristics of
turtles and the amazing adaptations
of frogs.
● Aug. 13, Lucky 88 The Food
Court Musical, 7 pm. The Queens
Council on the Arts hosts Marcus
Yi’s hilarious show about three
Flushing vendors: the hand-pulled
noodle guy; the dumpling lady; and

the bubble tea babe who wants to be
a Hip-Hop dancer.
● Aug. 13, Four Queens Poet
Laureates with Professor Nicole
Cooley, 4 pm. A special afternoon
of readings by outgoing Queens
Poet Laureate (QPL) Maria Lisella;
Paolo Javier, QPL 2010–2014; Julio Marzán, QPL 2007-2010; Hal
Sirowitz, QPL 2001–2004; and
Cooley, Director of Queens College’s MFA Program in Creative
Writing & Literary Translation.
● Aug. 13, The Art of Telling
YOURStory: Graphic Novels, Sept.
11. Gregory Renaud, an illustrator and writer of children’s books
and comics, leads workshops on
m a k i ng g r a ph ic novel s o n
Thursdays and Fridays at 2 pm
until Sept. 4 and then at 3 pm
until Sept. 11.

Visit us at www.facebook.com/queenstimes or
visit our website www.queenstimes.com

(718) 699-2499
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MTA Announces Installation of Mask Dispensers Inside Buses Meng Calls on Treasury Department to
Publish Guidance on Flagged
For Customers to Easily Access Masks When Boarding
Money Transactions
(Continued from page 7)
brand-new capacity tracking fea- cal buses, the installation of either
masks that were donated by the
State of New York and the City of
New York earlier in the COVID-19
pandemic.
A survey conducted by the MTA
of more than 15,000 bus riders
between July 13 and July 16 found
more than 95% of riders were wearing a face covering while riding on
public transit. To further encourage
and promote mask compliance, the
MTA has deployed approximately
160 MTA Bridge and Tunnel Officers throughout the bus system
to communicate with riders. The
officers will also be conducting
spot checks on board and instruct
riders who are out of compliance
to leave the system.
Bus riders can now use the

ture on the MYmta app that will
allow customers to track in real
time the number of passengers on
an arriving bus and how long the
bus will take to get to their stop.
The new feature covers 40% of
the bus fleet and will allow customers to further plan their trip
and maximize the ability to social
distance while on a bus during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Employee safety remains a top
priority for the MTA. The installation of innovative bus barriers
across 4,800 local buses and 1,000
express buses continues to further
enhance bus operator safety during
the pandemic and beyond. Installation of a full-length vinyl curtain
on express buses is expected to be
complete by mid-August. On lo-

a polycarbonate slider or a vinyl
sheeting curtain to fully protect bus
operators when passengers board
is expected to be completed by the
fall. Rear door boarding remains in
effect on all buses. The MTA will
be resuming front door boarding
on buses in August.
The MTA continues with its
most aggressive cleaning regimen
in its history. Buses have gone
through more than 380,000 cleaning cycles to date.
Across agencies, to date, the
MTA has distributed 5.2 million
masks, 7.3 million pairs of gloves,
50,000 gallons of hand sanitizer,
4.5 million individual sanitizing
wipes, 145,000 gallons of cleaning
solution and 10,000 face shields to
its heroic frontline employees.

Sen. Biaggi, AM Hyndman, Queens Leaders & Hazel Dukes
Join Essential Airport Workers in Celebrating Passage of
Health Care Bill
(Continued from page 7)
acting the Healthy Terminals Act,
we can provide tens of thousands
of airport workers, including those
who work for subcontractors, with
the ability to purchase health insurance without falling into poverty. I extend my deepest gratitude
to Senate Majority Leader Andrea
Stewart-Cousins, Assembly Member Alicia Hyndman, and 32BJ
SEIU for their partnership to move
this bill forward.”
“Our state needs a healthy
workforce so people can do their
best serving the traveling public.
Front line airport workers have
risked their lives by showing up
to work during COVID-19 and
other public health crises because
they could not afford to stay home.
Nothing is more important than
protecting the people whose job it
is to protect us, and adequate, affordable health insurance is their
first line of defense. I am proud to
stand with airport workers in their
fight for healthcare. I commend
the Speaker and my colleagues in
the Assembly for doing the right
thing and passing the Healthy
Terminals Act. I look forward to
working with the Governor to ensure our essential airport workers
are adequately protected and have
the means to attain good healthcare,” said Assembly Bill Sponsor
Alicia Hyndman (D - Queens)
Just as the U.S. Senate falters
on introducing a comprehensive
stimulus to help essential frontline

workers with hazard pay, PPE and
other protections, the New York
State Legislature has refused to
leave workers of color behind.
This is not the first time New York
airport workers have led the way
for historic improvements in the
face of adversity. In 2011, as many
as 10,000 sub-contracted workers
at JFK, LaGuardia and Newark
International airport mounted
one of the most successful union
organizing campaigns for fair
wages and union rights since the
creation of the Fight for $15. Since
then, 32BJ SEIU members at New
York and New Jersey airports
have been at forefront in the fight
for dignity and respect on the job
and the professionalization of vital
services at the region’s airports.
Eventually, these workers went
on to win the nation’s highest
mandated minimum wage of $19
an hour by 2023. However, their
compensation did not include
quality, affordable health insurance.
“Thousands of sub-contracted
airport workers from all backgrounds have fought for years to
transform these low-wage jobs
into family sustaining jobs with
good benefits that strengthen our
communities and economy,” said
32BJ SEIU President Kyle Bragg.
“Essential airport workers secure
terminals, sanitize planes, keep
passengers safe and our economy
running. They are predominantly
Black and immigrant workers who
have been devastated by the CO-

VID-19 pandemic, all the while
dealing with systemic racism
that impacts every aspect of their
lives. The New York State Legislature, especially bill sponsors
State Senator Alessandra Biaggi
and Assembly Member Alicia
Hyndman, have set an example
for the nation to follow with this
responsible and moral policy to
workers and passengers, both
healthy and safe. We look forward
to Governor Cuomo signing the
bill, which could be the nation’s
farthest-reaching policy to impact
the health and well-being of essential workers of color.”
Now that the HTA has passed
both the State Senate and Assembly, the bill will await Governor
Cuomo’s signature to pass into
law.
“When Governor Cuomo signs
this bill, it will change our lives
and give us the protection we need
to do our jobs, said Jordany Bueno
a JFK wheelchair attendant for
eight years who is currently laid
off. “I have epilepsy, which is very
expensive since I don’t have health
insurance. I’m looking forward
to going back to work and helping the passengers, but I’ve been
worried. We may have masks and
gloves, but the most important
protection is health care.”
With 175,000 members in
11 states and Washington DC,
including more than 8,500 New
York City-area airport workers,
32BJ SEIU is the largest property
services union in the country.

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato
Attends Rally at JFK Airport
(Continued from page 1)
The rally was organized to
support the passage of the Healthy
Terminals Act into law. The act
passed the Assembly and Senate in
late July, sent to the Governor for
signature and ensures that airport
workers are paid fair wages and
have access to certain healthcare
benefits. In attendance were local

community leaders and elected officials who also supported the legislation. Pheffer Amato, a staunch
advocate for workers’ rights, has
been outspoken of her approval
of the legislation and spoke to the
crowd at the rally.
“Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic many of my constituents have been employed as airport workers and it is vital that

they receive the same protections
as every other front-line worker
and that includes fair compensation and access to healthcare. I am
confident that this legislation will
ensure equity for these workers,”
Pheffer Amato said. “I am proud
to have attended the rally with
my colleagues and commend the
efforts of 32BJ, Unite Here, and
RWDSU Local 1102.”
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Congresswoman’s correspondence
would help clarify for consumers
why their transactions were flagged,
what information may be kept, and
who has access to such personally
identifiable information

Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens),
a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee on State
and Foreign Operations that has
oversight of the U.S. Department
of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets and Control (OFAC),
announced today that she sent a
follow up letter to Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin regarding
OFAC’s guidelines for money
transfer companies to investigate
suspicious money transactions.
This letter, and the one preceding it, was inspired by an incident
in which the Venmo account of
an advocate in New York City,
Shahana Hanif, was flagged for
sending a transfer with a description identifying the restaurant she
ate at as “Al Aqsa Restaurant.”
Meng’s letter urges OFAC to
create a FAQ for users of money
transfer companies whose accounts have been flagged and then
cleared explaining what to expect
if their accounts are investigated
and adjudicated. The FAQ would
explain:
• Why someone’s account might
be flagged;
• If it is flagged what, if any,
personal information is kept by
OFAC after that transaction has
been cleared; and
• Which agencies or companies
can use or access such information after a transaction has been
adjudicated.
“Millions of people use money
transfer applications like Venmo,
PayPal, or the Cash App to reimburse others for shared expenses,
like a shared meal, rent, or utilities,” said Congresswoman Meng.
“But Muslim Americans, as well
as other immigrants and people of
color, face additional scrutiny for
their transactions which creates an
unnecessary cloud of fear and suspicion. Simply writing the name of
a restaurant can be grounds to be

flagged. I find this deeply harmful
and that is why I have been working to resolve this issue since last
year. For those whose accounts
are investigated and cleared, they
deserve to have the peace of mind
to know whether the U.S. Government has retained their information, as well as clarification that
this flag will not negatively affect
their credit score, immigration
status or ability to travel. I’m
thankful that Secretary Mnuchin
has been a willing partner on this
issue and I hope he will encourage
OFAC to issue guidance expeditiously to give consumers clarity
surrounding OFAC’s guidance for
investigating suspicious money
transactions.”
“My experience with Venmo’s
blocked transaction is not an
isolated incident,” said Shahana
Hanif. “Many users, including
some of my Arab and Muslim
friends, have also had transactions flagged without a reason
but blatantly discriminatory. Data
surveillance is yet another harmful form of surveillance and is
deeply damaging. How Venmo’s
filtering works is unknown to the
everyday user like me. What data
is stored as a result of this blocked
transaction is also unknown to me.
I’m calling on Venmo to end their
discriminatory data surveillance
and for the Treasury to be transparent about their regulations.”
On December 27, 2019, Meng
wrote to Treasur y Secretar y
Mnuchin inquiring information
from OFAC on what it requires
money transfer companies to
investigate and what happens to
personally identifiable information after cases are investigated
and closed.
On March 11, 2020, Meng
pressed Treasu r y Secret a r y
Mnuchin at a House Appropriations Subcommittee on State and
Foreign Operations hearing on
what personally identifiable information is retained and used by
OFAC, and what opportunities
exist for OFAC to partner with
companies like Venmo to protect
people’s privacy.

Attorney General James Fights Against
New Trump Administration Restrictions
on Employment Authorization For
Asylum Seekers
Coalition of States, Cities, and
Cou nties A rg ue DHS Rules
Would Limit Job Opportunities
for Asylum Seekers, Irreparably
Harm State Economies
New York Attorney General
Letitia James co-led a coalition
of 20 state attorneys general and
10 major cities and counties from
around the nation in challenging
the Trump Administration’s efforts to limit access to employment
authorization for asylum seekers.
Under two new rules, individuals seeking asylum in the United
States would be indefinitely delayed and barred in some cases
from obtaining authorization to
work. In an amicus brief filed in
support of the plaintiffs in Casa
de Maryland, Inc, et al. v. Wolf,
Attorney General James and the

coalition urge the U.S. District
Court for the District of Maryland
to uphold the plaintiff’s request for
a preliminary injunction.
“The Trump Administration is
once again creating arbitrary and
unlawful hurdles for immigrants
trying to build a life for themselves
here in America,” said Attorney
General James. “By making it
more difficult for immigrants to
start to work, the president is not
only hurting asylum seekers and
their families, but economically
disadvantaging states across the
country. These policies are morally and economically dangerous,
and we will not allow them to
stand.”
The first new Trump Administration rule will require asylum
(Continued on page 10)
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State Department of Transportation Announces Start
of Safety Enhancement Project on The Grand Central
Parkway in Queens
Entrance and Exit Ramps Will
Be Connected to Ease Merging
and Reduce Congestion along
Nearly a Mile of Highway
New York State Department
of Transportation Commissioner
Marie Therese Dominguez today
announced that work is getting
underway on a project to enhance
safety and mobility along a nearly
one-mile section of the Grand
Central Parkway between Francis
Lewis Boulevard and 188th Street
in Queens. The project, located
on the westbound Grand Central
Parkway, will combine seven
entrance and exit ramps to create
a continuous lane for merging on
and off the highway. In the eastbound direction, the project will
connect the entrance ramp from
188th Street with the exit ramp at
Francis Lewis Boulevard.
“Governor Cuomo is making
unprecedented investments in
transportation across the state,
enhancing safety, supporting
economic growth and building
more resilient infrastructure,”
Commissioner Dominguez said.
“These improvements on the
Grand Central Parkway will ease
merges, improve traffic flow and
reduce congestion for the tens
of thousands who travel it every
day.”
The $8.2 million project,
scheduled for completion in the
summer of 2021, also will upgrade
guiderail and install new pavement markings and LED lighting
to enhance visibility.
State Senator John Liu said,
“DOT’s project to improve the
Francis Lewis Boulevard and
188th Street exits off the Grand
Central Parkway will result in

eased mobility and enhanced
safety on this important roadway.
We appreciate the commencement
of this essential infrastructure
project and look forward to improved travel for local residents
and for those traveling to and from
New York City.”
Assemblyman David Weprin
said, “I am very happy to hear that
the New York State Department of
Transportation will be beginning
a Safety Enhancement Project to
improve the road from Francis
Lewis Boulevard to 188th Street
in Queens. These much needed
changes, like the recalibration
of seven entrance and exit ramps
into a continuous lane for vehicles
coming onto and leaving the
highway along with the installation of a new guardrail, pavement markings and LED lights
on the road, will not only make
the parkway safer for drivers, but
also reduce traffic on this heavily used stretch. I look forward to
using this improved thoroughfare
myself upon completion of this
project and thank New York State
Department of Transportation
Commissioner Marie Therese
Dominguez for initiating this
important enhancement.”
New York City Council Member Barry Grodenchik said, “The
Grand Central Parkway is a major
artery across eastern Queens
and points beyond. The newlyconnected ramps and lighting
will make the roadway safer for
motorists, and I look forward to
the completion of the project.”
For real-time travel information,
motorists should check New
York State’s official traffic and
travel information source, 511NY,
before traveling. Call 5-1-1, visit

www.511NY.org or download the
free 511NY mobile app on iTunes
or Google Play. The free service
allows users to check road conditions, view traffic cameras and
link to air and transit information.
The app features Drive mode,
which provides audible alerts
along a chosen route while a user
is driving, warning them about
incidents and construction.
It is imperative that motorists drive carefully through the
construction zone, for their own
safety and the safety of workers.
Fines are doubled for speeding
in a work zone. In accordance
with the Work Zone Safety Act of
2005, convictions of two or more
speeding violations in a work zone
could result in the suspension of
an individual’s driver’s license.
Motorists are urged to slow
down and safely move over when
approaching roadside vehicles
displaying red, white, blue, amber
or green lights, including maintenance and construction vehicles in
work zones. To learn more about
the Move Over law and what we’re
doing to keep workers and motorists safe in highway construction
zones, visit www.ny.gov/workzonesafety.
NYSDOT is promoting a public
service announcement and social
media campaign focused on the
importance of driving responsibly in work zones. The video
highlights the importance of paying attention in work zones and
obeying New York State’s “Move
Over” laws.
Follow New York State DOT on
Twitter: NYSDOT New York City
(@NYSDOT_NYC) | Twitter.
Find us on Facebook at facebook.
com/NYSDOT.

Congresswoman Grace Meng Statement on Census Bureau’s
Reduced Door-Knocking Operation
Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens)
issued the following statement
after NPR reported early this
morning that the U.S. Census
Bureau is cutting short its doorknocking operations for unresponsive households to the 2020
Decennial Census
“Historic undercount. I’ve
said it before, and I’ll say it again
and again and again: there are
no do-overs with the Census; a
mistake is a 10-year mistake. We

risk a historic undercount with
the Census Bureau’s decision to
reduce its timeframe to reach ALL
people in the country,” said Meng.
“Additional time and flexibility is
needed so the Bureau can ensure
an accurate count while keeping
its staff safe from COVID-19. But,
let’s be clear about why this is happening; this decision didn’t come
out of thin air. The White House is
engaged in a strategy to erase the
voices of immigrants, communi-

ties of color, and undocumented
immigrants. By excluding those
communities, it enhances its narrow view of who belongs—and
who does not—in America. If we
go down this path, we’re running
toward a cliff that if we fall off of
will have damaging consequences
for a decade or more.”
According to the NPR article,
Census follow-up operations will
end on September 30—not October 31 as planned.

Assemblyman Colton is Outraged With The Crimes That
Are on The Rise in The City Due to Mayor De Blasio’s
Budget Cuts in Defunding The NYPD
Assemblyman William Colton
(D – Gravesend, Bensonhurst,
Bath Beach, and Dyker Heights)
is outraged with the crimes that
are on the rise in NYC due to
Mayor De Blasio’s budget cuts to
the NYPD.
“As time passed by since the
city council voted on Mayor De
Blasio’s proposed budget cuts to
the NYPD, it became more and
more evident that it was the biggest mistake ever made. We see
more and more homicides, and
robberies in our city because our

law enforcement hands have been
tied,” Colton stated.
“Stripping the Police Department of the funds that are necessary to protect our communities
didn’t do any good but jeopardize
the lives of our citizens. This gruesome incident that took place on
July 17th, 2020 at approximately
7:00 pm, when an 89-year-old
Asian woman was slapped and then
lit on fire in front of her house by
two suspects is an example of why
we need to fund our NYPD. Criminal actions like these cannot be and

will not be tolerated. Individuals
that commit criminal acts must be
condemned and brought to justice.
I will fight for justice and I will protect all the citizens no matter what
their ethnicity or their skin color
to the best of my ability. We are all
human beings, and no one should
be afraid to walk the streets of our
great New York City. Lawbreakers
must be prosecuted to the fullest
extent of the law. Defunding the
police is not the answer. It sends the
wrong message to the criminals,”
Colton added.
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Mets Acquire of Billy Hamilton
The New York Mets announced
that the club has acquired outfielder Billy Hamilton from San
Francisco in exchange for RHP
Jordan Humphreys.
Hamilton, 29, was part of the
Giants’ 60-man player pool, but
has yet to appear in the majors this
season. He is a seven-year major
league veteran who ranks third
among active players with 299
career stolen bases. His 81.3 percent stolen base success rate ranks
fifth among active players with
at least 200 stolen base attempts.
The switch-hitter appeared in 119

games between Kansas City and
Atlanta last season, going 22-for28 in stolen base attempts. He
spent the first six years of his major league career with Cincinnati.
Since 2013, Hamilton ranks second among all centerfielders with
72 defensive runs saved and ranks
second among all active centerfielders with 55 outfield assists
and a .995 fielding percentage.
Humphreys, 24, was designated
for assignment by New York on
July 29. He was the Mets’ 18th
round pick in the 2015 First Year
Player Draft.

NYS Tax Department Announces 57%
Increase in Use of Free File Program
More than a quarter million New
York taxpayers took advantage of
free tax software for an estimated
savings of more than $51 million
The New York State Department
of Taxation and Finance have announced that the Free File program
experienced a 57% increase in
use this tax filing season. More
than a quarter million taxpayers
took advantage of the free tax
preparation and filing software
available through the Tax Department website, saving New Yorkers
more than an estimated $51 million
in tax preparer and tax software
expenses.
“We launched an aggressive
campaign to promote awareness
of the Free File program this year,
resulting in a dramatic increase in
program participation,” said New
York State Commissioner of Taxation and Finance Michael Schmidt.
“This program can save taxpayers
hundreds if not thousands of dollars in tax preparation expenses,
savings that are especially important as we recover from the
pandemic’s economic toll.”
The awareness campaign included media engagement, radio
and television interviews across

the state, social media posts, video
tutorials, and coordination with
various community groups. The
aim was to inform those eligible
about this free and easy-to-use
resource. About 90,000 more personal income tax filers used the
Free File software this season, a
57% rise in usage from the prior
season.
Additionally, Commissioner
Schmidt was joined by Department
of Financial Services Superintendent Linda Lacewell to push for a
modern tax filing system all New
Yorkers could use to file their federal and state income taxes online
for free. The pair recently penned
an Op-Ed in the New York Daily
News questioning why it doesn’t
exist, saying this type of system
is long overdue. Read the Op-Ed
here.
When the COVID-19 pandemic
hit, the department’s in-person
filing assistance program was
suspended. In response, the Tax
Department quickly produced a
series of video tutorials to help
New Yorkers e-file from the convenience and safety of home. Topics
ranged from gathering the necessary documents to choosing the
right software.

Attorney General James Fights Against
New Trump Administration Restrictions
on Employment Authorization For
Asylum Seekers
(Continued from page 9)
seekers to wait a year before applying for employment authorization, and bar many from obtaining
authorization at all. The second
rule will eliminate the longstanding requirement that employment
authorization applications be
processed within 30 days, thus
allowing such applications to sit
untouched indefinitely. In the
amicus brief — led by Attorney
General James and District of
Columbia Attorney General Karl
Racine — the coalition highlights
the substantial burdens these
rules will pose on both states and
asylum-seekers.
The coalition argues that by
prohibiting asylum seekers from
working for extended periods, or at
all, the new rules will significantly
lower the tax revenue that states
and localities receive as a result of
asylum seekers’ economic activity.
Moreover, the inability of asylum seekers to access employersponsored health care will lead to
increased health and welfare costs

shouldered by the states. These
costs will be disproportionately
felt by the states filing the amicus
brief. Collectively, the coalition
states are home to more than 26
million immigrants, and over 65
percent of the individuals granted
asylum in the United States.
Joining Attorneys General
James and Racine in filing this
brief are the attorneys general of
California, Colorado, Connecticut,
Delaware, Hawaii, Maryland,
Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New
Mexico, Oregon, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia,
and Washington; as well as the cities of Albuquerque, NM, Chicago,
IL, Los Angeles, CA, Madison,
WI, Minneapolis, MN, New York,
NY, Oakland, CA, and Seattle,
WA; and both Cook County in
Illinois and Howard County in
Maryland.
This matter was handled by
Assistant Solicitor General Philip
Levitz, Deputy Solicitor General
Anisha S. Dasgupta, and Solicitor
General Barbara D. Underwood.
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THE MINDFUL WOMAN, LLC
filed Arts. of Org. with the Sect’y
of State of NY (SSNY) on 4/28/20.
Office: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served and
shall mail process to: The LLC,
135-23 78th Rd, Flushing, NY
11367. Purpose: any lawful act.
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

Notice of formation of Limited
Liability Company. Name:
A n g e l a’s H o u s e M a s t e r
D eve l o p e r L LC ( “ L LC ” ).
Articles of Organization filed
with the Secretary of State
of the State of New York
(“SSNY”) on July 14, 2020.
NY office location: Queens
County. The SSNY has been
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. The
SSNY shall mail a copy of any
process to Angela’s House
Master Developer LLC, 221-10
Jamaica Avenue, LL1, Queens
Village, NY 11428. Purpose/
character of LLC is to engage
in any lawful act or activity.
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

Notice of formation of Limited
Liability Company (“LLC”).
Name: Clearspace Services
LLC. Articles of Organization
filed with the Secretary of
State of the State of New
York (“SSNY”) on June 10,
2020. N.Y. office location:
Queens County. The SSNY
has been designated as agent
of the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. The
SSNY shall mail a copy of
any process to Clearspace
Services LLC, 146-12 20th
Ave., Apt. 1, Whitestone,
New York 11357. Purpose/
character of LLC is to engage
in any lawful act or activity.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020

Notice of Formation of PANDA
SANITATION SERVICE LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
07/21/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 32-57 84TH Street,
East Elmhurst, NY 11370.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
BOOKKEEPING BY
CAMERON, LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 06/11/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 18-24 Palmetto Street, Apt.
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
Notice of Formation of QUEENS
JS REALTY LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 02/21/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to 41-60 Main Street, Suite
312, Flushing, NY 11355-3833.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020
531 Products, LLC Articles
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) on June 5, 2020.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
designated agent of LLC upon
whom process may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of process
to 58-12 Queens Boulevard,
Suite 3C, Woodside, NY 11377.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020
BIO - DISINFECTION LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 5/26/2020. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 3424
77th Street, Apt 1R, Jackson
H eights N Y 11372-23 0 0.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/9,16,23,30,8/6&13/2020
Notice of Formation of ALANA
SIQUEIRA LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 03/17/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
34-18 91ST Street, #C51,
Jackson Heights, NY 11372.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/16,23,30,8/6,13&20/2020
Notice of Formation of WE
KNOW EVERYTHING LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
05/01/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: 3002
39TH Avenue, # C609,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
Foxcommerce LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 5/12/20. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: The LLC, 6820 62nd St,
Apt 2, Glendale, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
Shiv’s Apothecary LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 5/1/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Ashiviah Fleming,
3707 147th St., Apt.2F, Flushing,
NY 11354. General Purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
N YC M E N TA L H E A LT H
COUNSELING PLLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 06/09/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 23-01
33rd Street, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
37-17 MANAGEMENT LLC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec.
of State (SSNY) 6/18/20.
Office in Queens Co. SSNY
desig. agent of LLC whom
proc ess may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to
37-17 Bowne St., Flushing,
NY 11354, which is also the
principal business location.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/2,9,16,23,30&8/6/2020
Notice of Formation of BREEGIFT
BASKETBUSINESS LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 05/27/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 126-10 Farmers Blvd.,
2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020
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Notice of Formation of JEREMY
NORMAN LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 07/01/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 105-46 87TH
Street, Ozone Park, NY 11417.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020
Notice of Formation of Limited
Liabilit y C ompany (LLC)
Name: Inayat LLC Articles
of Organization filed by the
Department of State of New
York on: 12/31/2018 Office
location: County of Queens
Purpose: Any and all lawful
activities Secretary of State
o f N e w Yo r k (S S N Y ) i s
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail a copy of process
to: Arslan Chaudhry 17122
Liber t y Avenue Jamaic a,
N Y 11 4 3 3 R e g i s t e r e d
Agent of the LLC: Arslan
Chau dhr y 1712 2 Li b e r t y
Avenue Jamaica, NY 11433.
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
AEROTIME INTERNATIONAL
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 07/07/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to 340A SOUNDVIEW
L ANE, COLLEGE POINT,
QUEENS, NEW YORK 11356.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020
Notice of Formation of S.
WILLIAMS PR LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 07/14/2020.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: 141-41 78th Road,
Apt 1N, Flushing, NY 11367.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020
Valle Verde Group, LLC. Arts.
Of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 06/15/20. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as a g e nt f o r p r o c e s s &
s h a l l m ai l c o py to: 8 5 6
N9th Street, Allentown, PA
18102. Purpose: Any lawful.
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

Notice of Formation of EQUITY
BUILDER & ACQUISTION
SERVICES LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 05/13/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
190-56 111th Avenue, Unit
3Back, Saint Albans, NY 11412.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020
MILOU REALTY, LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 04/12/02. Latest date to
dissolve: 12/31/2152. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 57-58 59th
Street, Maspeth, NY 11378.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020
Notice of Formation of 10839 PROPERTIES, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
03/24/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 108-39 67th
Drive, Forest Hills, NY 11375.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020
47-17 30th AVENUE REALTY
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on 07/20/20. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 40-11
23rd Road, Astoria, NY 11105.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020
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Flushing Town Hall Offers Art
Kits For New Yorkers to
Express Their Feelings as Part
of an Outdoor Community Art
Exhibition, Call And Response:
Grief, Resiliency and Hope
(Continued from page 6)
collective pain through
artistic expression. This
exhibition will be an ongoing artistic testament to our
community’s mental resiliency in times of crises.”
Flushing Town Hall
will make available a limited number of simple,
non-returnable “art kits”
for students and families
to be picked at Flushing
Town Hall, 137-35 Northern
Blvd., on Tuesday, August 11, Wednesday August
12, and Thursday, August
13 from 10 AM to 3 PM.
People are asked to wear
face masks when picking
up art kits.
Participants also can
go to Flushing Town Hall
and hang their ar twork
directly on the Flushing
Town Hall fence. Artwork
of all mediums, from all
ages and abilities is welcomed. Please consider the
following:
• Work can be up to 27”x
39” inches on paper, fabric
or ribbon.
• After you complete your
work, write your name on
your piece (if you like),
punch a hole in the artwork
at the top, and tie a string
through it.
• If your artwork is very
big, you can tape it to the
fence with masking tape
• Artwork will be exposed
to the elements and will
not be protected from the
weather.
•
Artwork will not be
returned.
• Artwork may be photographed and shared online
through a virtual exhibition, unless specifically
note by the artists on the
back of the artwork.

Council Member Barry S.
Grodenchik Gives Out Sanitizer
And Thousands of Face Masks
in Queens Village
(Continued from page 6)

Q
TI U E
M EN
ES S

•
Flushing Town Hall
reserves the right to remove
any artwork that use hate
speech, profanity or obscenity, depicts violence, sexual
acts or unlawful or illegal
behavior.
If participants cannot
travel to Flushing Town
Hall to hang artwork, they
are invited to take a photo
or scan of artwork and message, and email scans to
education@flushingtownhall.org. Flushing Town
Hall staff will print a copy
of the work and hang it on
our fence.
Flushing Town Hall will
post ongoing updates—and
showcase individual pieces
of the artwork—starting on
July 6 on Flushing Town
Hall’s Facebook, Instagram,
and Twitter platforms, and
on Flushing Town Hall’s
Cultural Crossroads blog.
Flushing Council on Culture and the Arts dba Flushing Town Hall is a not for
profit organization which
receives major support from
the National Endowment for
the Arts; New York State
Council on the Arts with
the support of Governor
Andrew Cuomo and the
New York State Legislature;
New York State Assembly
Member Ron Kim; New
York City Department of
Cultural Affairs, Mayor Bill
de Blasio; Queens Borough
President Melinda Katz;
Council Members Adrienne
Adams, Costa Constantinides, Daniel Dromm,
Barry Grodenchik, Peter
Koo, Karen Koslowitz,
Francisco Moya, and Paul
A. Vallone; and the Howard
Gilman Foundation, the Fan
Fox and Leslie R. Samuels
Foundation, and the Booth
Ferris Foundation.

ber has done in an effort to
keep local residents safe
from the novel coronavirus. In July, he had similar
events in Glen Oaks and
Fresh Meadows.
“Masks and hand sanitizer have been proven to
help protect people from
catching the virus,” said
Council Member Barry S.
Grodenchik, who recovered from COVID-19 in
March. “The city and state
have provided these supplies, which I am distributing to keep our community
safe and healthy.”

The council member has
been supplying residents
and institutions within the
district with free masks
and sanitizer since the beginning of the pandemic,
partnering with local organizations including Commonpoint Sam Field Center, Bayside Senior Center,
SNAP Senior Center, JASA
Holliswood Senior Center,
India Home, Transitional
Services for New York,
NAIR Benevolent Association, Kerala Cultural
Association, Gu rdwara
Sant Sagar, Queens Baptist
Church, and Queens Centers for Progress.
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Rozic Spreads Awareness About The
2020 Census

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic
(D,WF-Fresh Meadows) joined
the South Asian Council for Social
Services (SACSS) and #GetCountedNYC to spread the word about
the 2020 Census. They discussed
the importance of the Census to
ensure that New York City and lo-

cal organizations receive their fair
share of funding. This was part the
Census Week of Action, a larger
effort spreading awareness about
the census. Also in attendance
were City Council Member Peter
Koo and State Committeewoman
Sandra Ung.

Pheffer Amato Promotes COVID-19
Testing in Rockaway

Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway Park)
promoted free COVID-19 testing
at the Ferry Terminal located at
Beach 108th Street in Rockaway
Park, Queens. The testing was
sponsored by the New York City
Health and Hospitals Corporation
(NYC Health+Hospitals). Pheffer
Amato volunteered in support of
the site by giving out flyers informing and encouraging residents to
get tested.
“Since March, I’ve advocated for
additional COVID testing in South
Queens specifically Rockaway due
to our geographic isolation from
the rest of the city and lack of public transit options,” Pheffer Amato
said. “I am happy to report that

NYC Health and Hospitals stepped
up to the plate to provide this vital
resource for my constituents and
encourage those who are experiencing symptoms to get tested.”
NYC Health + Hospitals will
offer additional testing at the site
this week and has two additional
sites on the Rockaway Peninsula
for COVID-19 testing: The first is
located at 39-20 Rockaway Beach
Boulevard in Far Rockaway. The
second is located at the Sorrentino
Recreation Center, 18-48 Cornaga
Avenue in Far Rockaway. Both
sites are open Monday – Sunday,
9 a.m. – 7 p.m., no appointments
necessary. From more information call Pheffer Amato’s office at
718-945-9550.
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