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Cardinal Dolan Meets Asylum Seekers
Arriving in NYC on Buses From Texas
Cardinal Timothy Dolan meets with asylum seeking migrant families that arrived in NYC on buses from Texas as
Mayor Eric Adams continues to make clear that he will not
turn them away.
Catholic Charities of the Archdiocese of New York, along
with the city, are helping with things like food, places to stay,
legal help and health care for more than 1,500 migrants that
have shown up at their doors just in the last six weeks alone.
Cardinal Dolan said, “These just aren’t cases, these just
aren’t problems, these just aren’t statistics, these are not just
refugees and asylum seekers in the plural, these are people
with names, and with dads and moms.”
Cardinal Dolan expressed the magnitude of the situation
Catholic Charities is facing with the unprecedented influx of
asylum seekers following the meeting.
Dolan went on to say that those who just arrived have been
through turmoil, for months some of them have been walking
from Colombia and Venezuela. It has been a long and difficult
journey for families, like Maria and her 8-month-old son, who
spent days traveling from Venezuela.
Catholic Charities is working to get migrants basic necessities, any legal help, and assistance connecting them to family
members who are already in other parts of the country.
City officials estimate that about 2,800 asylum seekers
have arrived so far by bus from Texas and Arizona. It’s unclear
when this influx will die down, because the buses have been
arriving at the Port Authority unannounced.
Mayor Adams mentioned to Cardinal Dolan that he has
asked for federal funding to help with the influx and he says
he’s hopeful it will happen.

NYC CM Paladino Attends
“Stop Asian Hate” Event

The NYPD School Outreach Unit held a “Stop Asian Hate” event at
Bowne Playground in Flushing. Council Member Vickie Paladino was
pleased to see such an outpouring of support from the surrounding
community; and, as we approach the 2022-2023 school year it is
important to combat hate in any form.

25 CENTS

Governor Hochul Visited Small Business
on Bayside’s Bell Boulevard

NYS Governor Kathy Hochul joined Congresswoman Grace Meng and NYC Councilmember
Sandra Ung as they visited small business on Bayside’s Bell Boulevard. Photo courtesy of
Sandra Ung’s office. See story on page 6.

Unveiling of The LIE Overpass as
“Detective Anastasios Tsakos Memorial Bridge”

At the unveiling of the renamed Long Island Expressway (“LIE”) overpass at Francis Lewis Boulevard
and Horace Harding Expressway as “Detective Anastasios Tsakos Memorial Bridge” is (l to r) DEA
President Paul DiGiacomo, PBA President Patrick J. Lynch, NYPD Chief of Transportation Kim Y.
Royster, New York Police Department (“NYPD”) Commissioner Keechant Sewell, Assemblywoman
Nily Rozic, Members of the Tsakos family, Senator Toby Ann Stavisky, Congresswoman Grace Meng
and Assemblyman Edward Braunstein. See story on page 2.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona,
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip.
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Unveiling of The LIE Overpass as
“Detective Anastasios Tsakos Memorial Bridge”
(Continued from page 1)
State Senator Toby Ann
Stavisky (D-Flushing) and Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (D,WFFresh Meadows) unveiled the
renamed Long Island Expressway
(“LIE”) overpass at Francis Lewis
Boulevard and Horace Harding
Expressway as “Detective Anastasios Tsakos Memorial Bridge.”
On June 30th, Governor Kathy
Hochul signed Stavisky and Rozic’s bill to rename the overpass
into law and the New York State
Department of Transportation
installed the signage that was
unveiled today.
Stavisky and Rozic were
joined by members of the Tsakos
family, New York Police Department (“NYPD”) Commissioner
Keechant Sewell and various
units of the NYPD, the Detective
Endowment Association, neighboring elected officials, and community leaders for the ceremonial
unveiling to honor the passing of
Detective Tsakos who was killed
in the line of duty.
State Senator Stavisky said:
“Today we honor the memory and
heroism of Detective Anastasios
Tsakos. Future generations will be
reminded of his sacrifice and this
will demonstrate to the public the
dangers our police officers face
each day. I hope his family takes
solace in the love so many have
shown. I want to thank the NYPD
and the State DOT for working
with us to install these signs.”
“I am honored to unveil this
sign that acknowledges and venerates the sacrifices and heroism
of Detective Tsakos and all that
he represented as one of New

York’s finest,” said Assemblywoman Rozic. “While his loss
was a tragedy, his memory lives
on and will forever remain in our
hearts as we utilize this sign to
commemorate him for decades to
come. This could not have been
possible without the help of the
State Department of Transportation Region 11 and all the support
from the NYPD.”
“Today we stand united to
celebrate the life of our beloved
Detective Anastasios Tsakos, who
made the ultimate sacrifice,” said
NYPD Chief of Transportation
Kim Y. Royster. “We are truly
grateful to the elected officials
and members of the community
for bringing this to fruition. This
sign is a promise to the Tsakos
family that we will never forget
that tragic day, and he will always
be in our hearts.”
PBA President Patrick J. Lynch
said: “Police Officer Anastasios
Tsakos gave his life to protect
every New Yorker who travels on
these roadways. They must know
and remember his name. While
we can never erase his hero family’s pain, we must ensure that his
legacy of service and sacrifice
endures for generations to come –
especially the generations of New
York City police officers who will
carry on his mission. Thank you
to everyone who helped make this
tribute a reality.”
On April 27, 2021 while
responding to a collision that
occurred on the LIE to assist
with directing traffic, Detective
Tsakos was struck and killed by
an intoxicated driver. The driver
fled the scene but was later apprehended and later charged by a

Queens grand jury with a 13-count
indictment including aggravated
manslaughter and vehicular manslaughter.
DEA President Paul DiGiacomo
said: “Detective First Grade Anastasios Tsakos is a hero of New
York City who leaves behind a
loving family and tremendous
legacy of service. The Detective
Anastasios Tsakos Memorial
Bridge honors our fallen hero and
memorializes his selfless sacrifice. The Detectives’ Endowment
Association is grateful to Senator
Toby Ann Stavisky and Assemblywoman Nily Rozic — and to
everyone who joins us in our solemn vow to never forget him. We
are honored and proud to have his
family as part of our DEA family.”
“Detective Anastasios Tsakos
served and protected our communities for over a decade with
dignity and grace, and I am proud
to join Senator Stavisky and Assembly Member Rozic in renaming the Fresh Meadows LIE overpass in honor of a New York City
hero,” said Council Member Linda
Lee. “His legacy and impact on
the lives of everyone he touched
will live on and be remembered
by each New Yorker who crosses
this bridge. It brings me joy to
celebrate Detective Tsakos’ committed life of service to our City
and I hope that this honor brings
some comfort to his loved ones
that I know miss him dearly.”
Detective Tsakos had served 13
years with the NYPD as a highway
officer assigned to Highway Unit
3. He was posthumously promoted
to the rank of detective. From East
Northport, he is survived by his
wife, Irene, and their two children.

New York City Council Member Selvena N. Brooks-Powers
Hosts Inaugural Family Event For Council District 31
The event was co-sponsored by
local elected officials, JetBlue,
CCA Metro, among others
New York City Council Majority Whip Selvena N. BrooksPowers, held her Inaugural Council District 31 Family Reunion,
featuring family-friendly events
and activities, as well as food
and refreshments. Featured at
Brookville Park, a New York
City Parks Department park in
the heart of Council District 31,
the inaugural Council District 31
Family Reunion featured artisanal
food vendors, clothing purveyors,
wellness vendors, and music by
famed disc jockey, DJ Chuck Chill
out, of 107.5 WBLS.
“This is the first summer New
Yorkers have truly been able to
be outside since the start of the
Covid-19 pandemic, which hit
our district first and hard,” said
Council Member Brooks-Powers.
“The Family Reunion was an opportunity to bring our community
together and reignite the passion
we share for a safe and vibrant
district. We are already looking
forward to next year’s Reunion.”
The Council District 31 Family
Reunion event signals the reemergence, a district severely impacted
by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Elected Off icial co-sponsors

included New York City Council
Speaker Adrienne E. Adams,
U.S. Representative Gregory W.
Meeks, Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards, State Senators
James Sanders and Leroy Comrie,
Assemblyman Khaleel Anderson,
and Queens District Attorney
Melinda Katz.
“It was a great day to be reunited with the community and
my colleagues in government to
enjoy the beautiful weather and
each other’s company following
the pandemic. I thank Council
Majority Whip Brooks-Powers
for leading the event and bringing
us all together.” New York State

Senator James Sanders Jr.
NYS Senator Leroy Comrie
said, “I welcomed the opportunity
the District 31 Family Reunion
presented to reunite with friends
and neighbors, reconnect with
our community organizations,
and refresh the civic links our
neighborhood depends upon.
I was also happy to make new
friends and welcome them into the
Southeast Queens Family. Thanks
to Majority Whip Brooks-Powers,
her team, and all the partners who
made the event such a success.”
“I was thrilled to join my
(Continued on page 3)
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QBP Richards Announces “Borough Hall On Your Block:
Southeast Queens”
Weeklong series of community
events begins Monday, August 22
Following through on his
pledge to bring the programs and
services of the Queens Borough
President’s Office directly to
families where they live, Queens
Borough President Donovan Richards Jr. today announced that the
inaugural iteration of “Borough
Hall on Your Block” will begin
next Monday, August 22, in
Southeast Queens.
The weeklong initiative will
bring a litany of public programming, such as resource and job
fairs, youth events, a town hall
and much more, to communities
across Southeast Queens — directly connecting area families
with not only the government
services they need, but the individualized attention they deserve
from Borough President Richards
and his staff.
Borough President Richards
first announced the Borough Hall
on Your Block initiative during his
2022 State of the Borough address
on June 3, a critical aspect of the
transformative vision for Queens
he articulated that morning.
“My office is determined to
build a relationship with everyone
who calls this borough home, and
that means meeting Queens families right where they are. With
Borough Hall on Your Block,
we look forward to making sure
no one goes unseen or unheard,”
said Borough President RICHARDS. “I’m proud to begin this
innovative initiative in Southeast
Queens, home to communities
that have been historically overlooked, as we work to build a
stronger, fairer Queens one week
at a time.”
The calendar of public events
scheduled for Borough Hall on
Your Block: Southeast Queens,
subject to change, includes:
Monday, August 22
• Cleanup of Idlewild Park.
• Time: 9am
• Location: Idlewild Park, 149-

20 Springfield Lane in Rosedale.
• In partnership with the Eastern
Queens Alliance
• Senior Services Day, featuring benefit eligibility screenings,
fitness sessions, smoke detector
giveaways and more.
• Time: 10am to 3pm
• Location: Rochdale Village Senior Center, 169-65 137th Avenue
in Rochdale Village.
• In partnership with the FDNY,
the NYC Department of Finance,
NY Connects and the Queens
Public Library
• Press conference announcing
$3 million in funding for the expansion of the Rosedale branch of
the Queens Public Library.
• Time: 11am
• Location: Rosedale Library,
144-20 243rd Street in Rosedale.
Tuesday, August 23
• Backpack Giveaway and Youth
COVID-19 Vaccination Drive.
• Time: 8am to 6pm
• Location: Community Church
of Christ, 167-04 108th Avenue
in Jamaica.
• NYC Agency Resource and Job
Recruitment Fair at York College,
connecting residents to city services and job seekers with nearly
two dozen employers across a
wide variety of industries.
• Time: 10am to 3pm
• Location: York College, 9445 Guy R. Brewer Boulevard in
Jamaica.
• Co-sponsored by State Senator
Leroy Comrie and Council Member Nantasha Williams
• Press conference announcing
more than $6 million in funding
across NYC Health + Hospitals/
Queens and Jamaica Hospital
Medical Center.
• Time: 1pm
• Location: NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens, 82-68 164th Street
in Jamaica Hills.
• Immigrant Resource Fair.
• Time: 4pm to 8:30pm
•
Location: Jamaica Performing Arts Center, 153-10 Jamaica
Avenue in Jamaica.
Wednesday, August 24

• NYCHA Resource Share, connecting residents with city programs, services and opportunities.
• Time: 12pm to 3pm
• Location: NYCHA South Jamaica Houses, 107-48 160th Street
in South Jamaica.
• Youth and Young Adult Festival, featuring a sports clinic, live
entertainment, childen’s games,
giveaways, free food and more.
• Time: 12pm to 4pm
• Location: Cabbell Park, corner
of Francis Lewis Boulevard and
121st Avenue in Cambria Heights
•
Co-sponsored by Council
Member Williams
Thursday, August 25
• Press conference announcing
nearly $750,000 in funding for St.
John’s Episcopal Hospital.
• Time: 10am
• Location: St. John’s Episcopal
Hospital, 327 Beach 19th Street in
Far Rockaway.
• Press conference announcing
nearly $2.4 million in funding for
the Arverne branch of the Queens
Public Library.
• Time: 3pm
•
Location: Arverne Library,
312 Beach 54th Street in Arverne
•
Southeast Queens Regional
Town Hall.
• Time: 6pm
• Location: St. Albans Congregational Church, 172-17 Linden
Boulevard in St. Albans.
• Co-sponsored by Senator Comrie and Council Member Williams
Additional information about
specific Borough Hall on Your
Block: Southeast Queens events
will be announced on the Borough
President’s social media channels
leading up to and during the weeklong initiative.
Members of the public who
are interested in attending one
or more of the events above are
asked to RSVP by visiting www.
queensbp.org/RSVP. Members
of the media who wish to attend
one or more of the listed events
are asked to RSVP by emailing
press@queensbp.org or calling
718-286-2640.

Governor Hochul Joins MTA Chair For Ceremonial
First Ride on LIRR’s New Third Track
Governor Kathy Hochul was
joined by leaders of the Metropolitan Transportation Authority on a
ceremonial first ride, announced
the opening of the first section of
the Long Island Rail Road’s new
Main Line Third Track. Officials
rode on a just-opened three-mile
stretch of track between Floral
Park and Merillon Avenue stations, disembarking at the upgraded New Hyde Park Station.
“The opening of the Third Track
marks a huge milestone for commuters and visitors that is decades
in the making,” Governor Hochul
said. “Thanks to this extraordinary project, LIRR trains will
run more often, and passengers
will have a smoother ride than
ever. Our partners at the MTA
and the hard-working women and
men of organized labor delivered
an on-time, under budget project
— and that’s something worth
celebrating.”
The LIRR Main Line Expansion
Project is part of an unprecedented
investment of $17.7 billion in 100
projects to transform and mod-

ernize the Long Island Rail Road
that also includes the opening of
service to Grand Central Madison
this year, construction of a more
spacious Penn Station LIRR Concourse and a new entrance at 33rd
Street, renewal and upgrading of

36 stations and 17 bridges, elimination of eight at-grade railroad
crossings, activation of the Positive Train Control safety system,
addition of 13 miles of second
(Continued on page 4)
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New York City Council Member Selvena
N. Brooks-Powers Hosts Inaugural
Family Event For Council District 31
(Continued from page 1)
colleague, Council Member Selvena N. Brooks-Powers, for the
inaugural Council District 31
Family Reunion at Brookville
Park. We celebrated the spirit of
unity and fellowship in Southeast
Queens after the COVID-19 pandemic isolated our families and
community members from each
other for nearly two years. From
Rockaway to Rosedale, Springfield Gardens to South Ozone
Park, and everywhere in-between,
I commend the Council Member
for having the vision to unite residents for fun, food, festivities, and
family resources,” said New York
State Assembly Member Khaleel
Anderson.
Home to the Laurelton’s Farmers Market and a community
known as a food desert, Council
Member Brooks-Powers teamed
up with CHAE Corporation to
provide free meals. Refreshments
were provided by JetBlue and the
YMCA.
“We have a long tradition of
engaging with the communities
we serve, inspiring crewmembers
and customers to help create a
kinder world that provides hope
and opportunity for everyone,”
said Icema Gibbs, vice president
of corporate social responsibility
and diversity, equity and inclusion, JetBlue. “From the begin-

ning, good has been synonymous
with our purpose and mission to
inspire humanity. Giving back is
in our DNA, and we couldn’t be
more proud to support the Council
District 31 Family Reunion event
this year.”
“Supporting local small businesses within Council Member
Brooks-Power’s district is of utmost importance to her, and organizing local food vendors through
the Sovereign Markets for the
Inaugural District 31 Family Reunion was truly our pleasure,” said
Dianna Rose, Chae Corporation.
Promoting health and providing information was a theme
across the family-fun event. City
agencies were on hand to offer
information and resources through
the Department of Sanitation,
Test + Trace Corps, New York
Police Department, and Department of Parks and Recreation,
that provided family tug of war
and collateral. Organizations like
AARP, CCA Metro, American
Red Cross, Queens Public Library,
and our CMS responders like
Rock Safe Streets, 100 Suits for
100 Men, Life Camp and King of
Kings Foundation among others
that provided critical tools and
information for Southeast Queens’
residents.
For more information on future
events, contact district31@council.nyc.gov.
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Assemblymember David Weprin & Office of Administrative
Trials & Hearings Host Small Business Tour in Richmond Hill
With community leaders
Assemblymember David Weprin gathered with the Office of
Administrative Trials and Hearings (OATH) and representatives from the offices of Speaker
Adrienne Adams, Congressman
Gregory Meeks, Queens Borough
President Donovan Richards, District Attorney Melinda Katz, the
Queens Chamber of Commerce,
and South Queens Women’s March
for a press conference and small
business tour. The tour began at
Sybil’s Bakery and highlighted
multiple small businesses along
Liberty Avenue, notifying them of
the services and programs OATH
offers.
“Our mission at OATH is to
ensure that everyone who appears
before us receives a fair and impartial hearing and a timely decision.
For the great borough of Queens,
that includes making sure that we
are accessible to individuals and
small business and that we provide
multi-lingual services. One way

we are doing this is by having
hearings by phone so that residents
and business owners don’t have to
use their valuable time traveling
across the borough to go fight
City-issued summonses,” said
OATH Commissioner and Chief
Administrative Law Judge Asim
Rehman.
“Small businesses are the backbone of our city, and in the past few
years they have weathered many
storms - both literal and figurative
- enduring the pandemic, flooding, supply chain challenges, and
inflation,” said Assemblymember
David Weprin. “But New Yorkers don’t give up, and today we
celebrate the perseverance of our
local entrepreneurs and highlight
the diversity of this neighborhood,
which embodies the best of Queens
- the World’s Borough. I’m sure I
speak for my fellow community
leaders when I say we are eager to
do everything within our power to
help set everyone up for success.”

The Office of Administrative
Trials and Hearings (OATH) is
the main, independent tribunal
for New York City. They are
comprised of two divisions, Trials
Division and Hearings Division,
and home to the Creative Conflict
Resolution and the Administrative Judicial Institute. Both are
resource centers for the City
agencies to have access to mediation, restorative justice, training,
continuing education, research
and support services for various
administrative law judges and tribunals throughout New York City.
Elected in 2010, David I. Weprin
represents the 24th Assembly District of New York State in Queens.
The 24th Assembly District boasts
one of the most diverse constituencies in New York State. As a
representative for Eastern Queens,
Assemblymember Weprin fights
for quality of life issues, criminal
justice reform, immigration justice
and senior services.

Statement From Speaker Adrienne Adams & Health Committee
Chair Lynn Schulman on Detection of Polio in New York City
“Today we learned polio was
detected in New York City’s
wastewater, suggesting that the
virus is circulating. As we continue to grapple with COVID-19
and Monkeypox, we now face
another public health risk, but the
defense is simple and proven. It is
imperative that all New Yorkers
make sure they have received
their full polio vaccination, which
is standard for children and nearly
100% effective. There are clear
disparities in the vaccination
rate across our city, where some
neighborhoods have less coverage
and more risk. The City and all officials need to ensure we address

these gaps so New Yorkers are
protected from this virus. All parents and caregivers should make
sure their young children have the
full course of vaccination against
polio. All adults who are unvaccinated, or have not received the
full course, should get the full
vaccination now. New Yorkers
should contact their primary care
providers first, and call 311 in the
event that is not an option for vaccination. New Yorkers can visit
the City’s vaccine record database
to confirm immunization records
for themselves and family members. The Council will continue
monitoring this potential outbreak

and the City’s response, remaining in coordination with our City
and State health officials.”
On Background - The polio
vaccine is proven to be 99% effective and is a standard vaccination
for children. New Yorkers should
visit the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)’s polio
webpage for more information.
A breakdown of New York City
vaccination coverage is available
here via the New York City Department of Health and Mental
Hygiene (DOHMH).
New Yorkers can check
their vaccine records here via
DOHMH.

CUNY Queens College joins Grow With Google’s HSI Career
Readiness Program to Train 200,000 Latino Students in
Digital Skills by 2025
Q u e e n s C o l l e ge r e c e i v i ng
$25,000 grant to implement
Google tech skilling
CU N Y Queens College
announced its participation in
the Grow with Google HSI Career Readiness Program. The
initiative will help Latino students at 35 Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSIs) prepare for the
workforce through digital skills
training and career workshops.
Through a $2 million investment
in the Hispanic Association
of Colleges and Universities
(HACU), the program will train
200,000 Latino students nationally by 2025.
“Queens College is readily
benefitting from this innovative
Grow With Google program.
St udents take responsibility
for their own learning through
the self-guided, training videos
which includes resumes, interview prep, imposter syndrome
and digital career skills,” said
Zavi Gunn Center for Career
Engagement and Inter nships
Director at Queens College,
CUNY. “Faculty are encouraged
to include the career readiness in
their curriculum. We appreci-

ate that Google and HACU are
advancing our students in this
transfor mative, global workforce.”
In partnership with HACU, the
Grow with Google HSI Career
Readiness Program launched
in January 2022, and provides
HSI career centers with funding
and a semester-long in-person
and online digital skills program. HACU has a track record
of increasing access to education in the Latino community,
and two-thirds of Latino college students in the U.S. attend
one of its member institutions.
The initiative combines career
workshops, career counseling,
and programming on design
thinking, project management,
and professional brand building.
The participating schools will
also create additional material
tailored to student needs.
“Hispanic-Serving Institutions are key in educating and
training students to succeed in
the current and future economy,
especially in light of the competitive job market,” said HACU
President and CEO A ntonio
R. Flores. “Ou r par t nership
with Google on this initiative,

which is expanding to 12 more
HSIs, will ensure they graduate with the skills and training
that prepare them for the digital
workplace.”
“Young adults should have
the opportunity to learn digital
skills for today’s jobs,” said Tia
McLaurin, Community Engagement Manager, Google. “We’re
proud to work with the The
Hispanic Association of Colleges and Universities to bring
t he G row w it h Google HSI
Career Readiness Program to
CUNY Queens College to help
more students prepare for the
workforce.”
Google’s latest commitments
build on over $35M provided to
date to expand economic opportunity in the Latino community. Since 2013, the company’s
Google in Residence program
has partnered with HSIs and HBCUs to place Google software
engineers in schools as faculty,
and the company also hosts Tech
Exchange, a vir t ual st udent
exchange program that teaches
HSI and HBCU students applied
computer science courses.
For more information, please
visit Grow.Google.com.
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Sold Out NYTM ‘Nostalgia Ride’
Took Place on August 13th

By Joseph M. Calisi
The final ‘Nostalgia Special’
New York City Transit Museumsponsored ride of the season headed to the Rockaways took place
on August 13th. They used 1930’s
INDependent subway R 1 thru 9

equipment along with the century
old Brooklyn Rapid Transit/Brooklyn Manhattan Transit Company
(BRT/BMT) B-types/Standards
that date back to 100 years ago.
It should be noted this lash-up
never occurred in revenue service
back in ‘the day’.

Governor Hochul Joins MTA Chair
For Ceremonial First Ride on LIRR’s
New Third Track
(Continued from page 3)
track between Farmingdale and
Ronkonkoma, upgrades to 15
electrical substations, parking
capacity increases, yard expansions, and more. In addition to
these transformational investments, the MTA, together with
NJ TRANSIT and Amtrak, plan
to seek federal funding later this
year to rebuild Penn Station into
a modern, spacious, world-class
single-level terminal that is open
to natural light.
Major construction on the
third track began in late 2018
and when fully opened later this
year commuters along the Main
Line corridor will have a mass
transit solution that reduces road
congestion and improves safety.
Long Island businesses will reap
the benefits of true bi-directional
LIRR service that will fuel economic opportunity, enhance the
knowledge economy and provide
increased access to jobs and entertainment.
When combined with the opening of Grand Central Madison
the LIRR’s third track creates
the ability to run more service
on the Mainline. At New Hyde
Park, service will increase by
67 percent. Currently, 56 trains
run on weekdays. Under the new
schedule, there will be 94.
MTA Chair and CEO Janno
Lieber said, “Long Island leaders
have talked for generations about
adding a Third Track and finally
it’s here. The MTA is investing
billions in Long Island and the
results are clear: more frequent
service and greater reliability,
along with strengthened reverse
commuting service to give Long
Island businesses access to a much
bigger labor pool.”
LIRR Interim President and
Metro-North Railroad President
Catherine Rinaldi said, “The beginning of the LIRR Third Track
is here and now Ronkonkoma,

Port Jefferson/Huntington and
Oyster Bay branch customers will
finally start to see the benefits of
this transformative project. The
Third Track team has upgraded
stations with a host of modern
amenities, created a more resilient system that can better handle
service disruptions, and made
it easier for LIRR customers to
make convenient reverse peak
trips.”
MTA Construction & Development President Jamie TorresSpringer said, “Commissioning
the first block of the LIRR Third
Track is a major milestone as we
deliver this transformative project
on time and under budget for Long
Islanders. Thanks to the ingenuity
and hard work of our workforce,
we’ve done so while minimizing
disruption to neighboring communities and, crucially, while
maintaining service and running
hundreds of trains daily through
our 10-mile-long work zone. This
project is our model going forward
as we deliver great benefits for
our customers better, faster, and
cheaper.”
The construction of this third
track from Floral Park to Hicksville will reduce train congestion
and delays and enable true bidirectional service during peak
hours with a more reliable rail
network.
The New Hyde Park and Merillon Avenue stations are upgraded
with expanded platforms, digital
signage, new platform canopies,
furnishings and accoutrements
including benches, shelters and
signage, CCTV security cameras
to improve safety, Wi-Fi; USB
charging stations, artwork, new
bike racks and plazas with green
space.
Each station is now more ADA
accessible featuring new ramps, a
pedestrian overpass and new ADA
parking spaces.
(Continued on page 9)
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Did You
Know?

Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 8/18/22 - 8/24/22
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Utilize your sharp mind to dazzle
others with your speed and accuracy. Someone you care about
may be hiding something. Your
lucky numbers are 2,4,9.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You can make money through real
estate or by using your head when
it comes to personal investments.
. Your lucky numbers are 5,8,3.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21- may 21)
You may find that your plans will
cost a little more than you had
expected. Don’t push your friends
away. Lay your cards on the table.
Your lucky numbers are 6,3,8.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Try to keep your cool this week.
Be sure to get involved in self
improvement programs that will
bring you in contact with interesting people. Your lucky numbers
are 6,8,4.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Don’t be too harsh on younger
ones. Concentrate on your investments. You may not be that
popular at work but you should
be shine at social gatherings. Your
lucky numbers are 5,4,3.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Try to ease any disappointment
by making amends. You may divulge private information without
realizing it this week. Your lucky
numbers are 8,3,7.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
You are best to get out of the house
this week. Focus, and concentrate
on yourself and your future. Your
lucky numbers are 8,3,2.
LEO
(July 23-Aug 22)
Someone you care about may not
be doing well. Try not to travel
much this week. Your kindness
will be needed this week. Your
lucky numbers are 7,9,4.
VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
You will meet some interesting
people at social events. Hold your
temper and refrain from doing
anything that might cause anger.
Your lucky numbers are 2,3,1.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Some may not agree with the way
you are dealing with your personal
problems. The existing problems
must be dealt with one way or
another. Your lucky numbers are
5,6,4.
AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You may find that romance will
unfold through business connections. Don’t argue with family members. Watch your investments. Your lucky numbers are
7,2,1.
PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You can learn more from children
if you spend time listening. Your
lucky numbers are 7,4,9.

● You can’t trademark surnames
● Ferrets sleep between 18 - 20
hours a day
● The ‘you are here’ arrow on
maps is called an ideo locator
● A Boeing 747 airliner holds
216,847 litres (57,285 gallons)
of fuel
● A violin contains over 70 separate pieces of wood
● There are over 10 million bricks
in the Empire State Building
● The average person has over
1,460 dreams a year
● Recycling one glass jar saves
enough energy to watch TV for
3 hours
● A baby fetus develops fingerprints at eighteen weeks
● A group of foxes is called a
skulk
● A hippopotamus can run faster
than a man
● A King Cobra is the biggest of
all poisonous snakes and can grow
to over 4 metres (13 feet) long
● Lions in the wild usually makes
no more than 20 kills a year
● A male baboon can kill a
leopard
● Rhinoceros have 3 toes on
each foot
● A shrimp has 5 pairs of legs
● Elephants can run up to 40kmh
(25mph)
● Baby rattlesnakes are born in
August and September
● Most snakes have 1 lung
● Camels have 3 eyelids to protect themselves from blowing sand

Drowzee
Gastly
Koffing
Machop
Pikachu

Onix
Poliwag
Ponyta
Rattata
Squirtle

“Crossword Puzzle”

Staryu
Tangela
Voltorb
Vulpix
Weedle

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Sudoku”

“Try And Find”

Abra
Bulbasaur
Charmander
Diglett
Doduo

SUDOKU

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

TRY AND FIND
POKEMON
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ACROSS
1. A computer company
6. Exchange
10. Storage site
14. Assembly
15. African sheep
16. Jewish month
17. Fragrance
18. French for “Quick”
19. Extend credit
20. A protective mask with a filter
22. Riot spray
23. Fluff
24. Nearer
26. Probabilities
30. North northeast
31. Anagram of “One”
32. He writes in stanzas
33. Crowd
35. Adjust again
39. Let loose
41. Futile
43. Oozing
44. Large number
46. Thin
47. Adult males
49. Anger
50. Brews
51. Be against
54. Nitpicky to a fault
56. Talk
57. Blue blood
63. Nonsense
64. Thorny flower
65. Contact
66. Initial wager
67. Brightly colored marker
68. Come together
69. Darling
70. Cravings
71. Feeling

DOWN
1. At a distance
2. Minute opening
3. Not amateurs
4. A compact mass
5. Electronic letter
6. Tropical grasslands
7. Scripted
8. Car
9. Puncture
10. It causes food poisoning
11. Notions
12. Spear
13. Command
21. Finger jewelry
25. Old stories
26. Creative work
27. Accomplished
28. Expunge
29. Dad’s 2nd wife
34. Thick woollen sweaters
36. Marine mammal
37. Anagram of “Seen”
38. Sounds of disapproval
40. Affirmatives
42. Perspiration
45. Go-between
48. Close at hand
51. Group of eight
52. Call
53. Noodles
55. Asian aquatic plant
58. Debauchee
59. Funnel shape
60. Devastation
61. Play parts
62. You (archaic)
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Governor Hochul Visited Small Business
on Bayside’s Bell Boulevard
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Gov. Hochul Visits Small Businesses in
Queens and Suffolk County’s

(Continued from page 1)
NYS Governor Kathy Hochul
joined Congresswoman Grace
Meng and Council Member Sandra Ung for a tour of local businesses along Bell Boulevard in
Bayside. As Gov. Hochul, US Rep.
Meng and Councilmember Ung
visited the local businesses they
discussed issues facing the community, including opportunities
for young people, fostering small
businesses and how the different
levels of government can work
together to build more affordable
housing.
Governor Hochul said, “Small
businesses are the backbone of
New York’s economy and I’m
working every day to make sure
our local businesses are recovering
and thriving; it was great to visit
local shops and restaurants in Bayside with Congresswoman Meng
and Council member Ung and I
look forward to returning soon!”
During the Governors visit Governor Hochul, Congresswoman
Meng and Council Member Ung
were able to discuss how critical

NYS Governor Kathy Hochul places a greeting on the wall of Mochinut
for Mochi Donuts while visiting small businesses on Bayside’s Bell
Boulevard. Photo courtesy of Governor Hochul’s office

it is to support small businesses,
especially the ones just starting
out, and to stay committed to work
together to do so. These entrepreneurs are the heart of our communities, not only providing jobs
and creating a vibrant economy,
but also making delicious food
for families.

Hochul’s visit to Bayside comes
as she continues to campaign for
governor of the state of New York.
She became the first female governor of New York State and the first
from upstate New York since the
1930s. The general election for the
New York Governor race will take
place on Nov. 8, 2022.

Councilman Holden Co-Names The Corner of 75th Street And
58th Avenue “Joseph Magnus Way”
Middle Village residents joined
the friends and family of Magnus
to unveil a new street sign at the
corner of 58th Avenue and 75th
Street in Middle Village which
was co-named to honor a beloved
com mu nit y member, Joseph
Magnus; it now reads “Joseph
Magnus Way”.
Joseph Magnus was born in
Slovakia in 1931 and spent his
childhood in the thick of World
War II. When he and his family
were escaping capture from the
Nazis, he endured several wounds
as his fellow survivors cared for
him he learned the importance of
community service firsthand. Joe
learned the English language by
working as an elevator operator,
took computer classes at New
York University, mentored community members and co-founded
the Middle Village Volunteer
Ambulance Corps.
Magnus and the Middle Village Volunteer Ambulance Corps
were among the first volunteers
at the World Trade Center, where
they spent days helping New
Yorkers in a time of citywide
need.
Joseph Magnus called former NYS Senator Serf Maltese
every day to solicit funding for
the corps. Maltese, who funded
several ambulance corps during
his 20 years in office, likened
Magnus to a drill sergeant in his
fundraising efforts. Maltese said,
“Magnus not only helped the
Middle Village Volunteer Ambu-

After visiting small businesses
on Bayside’s Bell Boulevard in
Queens NYS Governor Kathy
Hochul traveled to Suffolk County
to visit small businesses in Suffolk. Gov Hochul was joined
by Assemblyman Steven Stern,
Suffolk County Executive Steve
Bellone, NYS Senator James
Gaughran, and Robert Fonti Chair
Long Island Business Council
as they visited small businesses.
During her visit they were able to
discuss how important it is to support small businesses, especially
the ones just starting out, and

promised to stay committed to
work together to do so. Small
businesses are the entrepreneurs
and the heart of our communities, not only providing jobs and
creating a vibrant economy, but
also making delicious food for
families. Pictured above, outside
of the rear patio of Kilwins in
Huntington, LI, are (l to r) Assemblyman Steven Stern, Suffolk
County Executive Steve Bellone,
NYS Governor Kathy Hochul,
NYS Senator James Gaughran,
and Robert Fonti Chair Long
Island Business Council.

Giornale Italo Americano
Call 718-592-2196

Read our paper online @ www.giamondo.com

QueensTimes.com

Read Our Paper Online and Play Sudoku
and crossword puzzles online

Councilman Holden commented, “It was a pleasure to coname the corner of 75th street and 58th Avenue in Middle
Village ‘Joseph Magnus Way,’ after Joe ‘Mr. Ambulance’
Magnus. I was proud to be joined by NYS Senator Joe
Addabbo, former NYS Senator Serf Maltese, Michael Michel,
Joseph Campisi and the Middle Village Ambulance Corps,
the Ridgewood Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Tanya MagnusHoos, and various community and family members. Joe was
a devoted community servant and I was glad to honor him.”
lance Corps continue, but he also
made sure it was the best-funded
ambulance corps in the state; and,
Magnus was a major force behind
the city’s memorandum of understanding to fund all ambulance
corps in New York City”.
NYC Councilman Robert
Holden, who presented the conaming, had similar encounters
with Magnus since they met
in the late ‘80s. Holden said,
“Magnus inspired me to continue
funding of the Middle Village

Volunteer Ambulance Corps. Joe
had a heart of gold and would help
anyone didn’t brag about it and
was so dedicated to community”.
NYS Senator Joe Addabbo,
who got to know Magnus when
he was elected in 2009, spoke
of Magnus’s tough, no-nonsense
exterior along with his perseverance, advocacy and community service. Sen. Addabbo said,
“Even though he was not born in
America, you’d be hard pressed
to find someone more American”.
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NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Begins Robotic Surgery
For Hip And Knee Replacements
NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst announced today that
it has acquired the Stryker Mako
SmartRobotics system to perform
robotic-assisted hip and knee replacement procedures. This new
surgical option offers patients a
minimally invasive alternative
for total hip, total knee and partial
knee replacements. The highly
advanced technology used in robotic surgery for joint replacement
enables patients to recover faster
and more effectively. NYC Health
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst, which is
accredited by The Joint Commission in Total Joint – Hip and Total
Joint – Knee replacements, is the
first hospital within the NYC
Health + Hospitals system to use
to introduce the Mako robotic
surgical procedure.
“NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst is happy to be able to
offer the Stryker Mako SmartRobotics system as an option for
our patients,” said NYC Health +
Hospitals/Elmhurst CEO Helen
Arteaga Landaverde, MPH. “This
demonstrates our commitment
to providing the highest quality
care to our orthopedic patients as
well as our continuing efforts to
embrace advanced technology so
that our community has the care
it needs and deserves.”
“The Mako robotic system,
which combines 3D CT-based
planning with data analytics,

Valerie Green

Robotic Assisted Total Knee Arthroplasty surgery at NYC Health
+ Hospitals/Elmhurst using the Stryker Mako SmartRobotics
system. (Credit: NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst.)

allows us to create a more personalized plan for each patient based
on their unique anatomy before
surgery,” said Dr. Rohit Hasija,
Elmhurst’s Hip and Knee Program
Director. “During surgery, we can
then confirm that plan and adjust
if needed, all the while guiding a
surgical robotic-arm to perform
that plan. We are thrilled to be able
to offer these advanced techniques
as part of the care we provide as
we believe them to lead to better
outcomes for total knee, total hip
and partial knee patients.”
Mako SmartRobotics is a
treatment option designed to
relieve the pain caused by joint
degeneration due to osteoarthritis. During surgery, the surgeon

guides the robotic arm during
bone preparation to execute the
predetermined surgical plan and
position the implant. Studies have
shown that robotic-arm assisted
joint replacement surgery leads to
greater accuracy of implant position compared to manual partial
joint replacement procedures.
Other benefits for patients include
less pain, less need for opiate
analgesics, less need for inpatient
physical therapy and a reduction
in length of hospital stay.
For more information on
programs and services at NYC
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst,
please call 718 334- 4000 or
visit nychealthandhospitals.org/
elmhurst

Queens Botanical Garden Announces Ninth Annual Taiwan:
A World of Orchids Exhibit
Queens Botanical Garden
(QBG) and Taipei Economic &
Cultural Office in New York
(TECO-NY) announced at a press
conference that the ninth annual
Taiwan: A World of Orchids presented a weekend-long exhibit
of 750 pots of stunning orchids
and cultural programming at the
Garden from Friday, August 12
through Sunday, August 14. The
star of the exhibit is the Phalaenopsis (“fail-eh-NOP-sis”) or
Moth orchid, native to Taiwan
and Southeast Asia, presented
here in a lush variety of colors
and sizes. The displays are paired
with artwork from the following
emerging artists and curators:
Rae (Hsin) Chen, Pin Hsin Chu,
Siddhi Daga, Emily Hsu, Wilfred
Hu, Chin Yin Katz, Madelyn Kellum, Chia Hsuan Kuo, Teresa Lin,
Ray (Tsung-Jui) Tsou, Julie Tu,
Wan Yun Tung, and Amanda Tin
Hsuan Wang.
Visitors enjoy many cultural
demonstrations and performances
taking place throughout the weekend (subject to change): Chinese
calligraphy, jelly/3D flower art,
Taiwanese puppet workshop,
diabolo yo-yo tricks, storytelling
of Hsi-yu chi “Monkey King:
Journey to the West” by Wu
Ch’eng-en (c.1506-1580), tea ceremony by A Lovely Day NYC,
and jazz performances. There will
also be orchid crafts, orchid care
demonstrations, an orchid sale, a
Beer & Wine Garden, and local
vendors. The schedule varies and
is subject to change. For more information about Taiwan: A World
of Orchids, please visit www.
queensbotanical.org/orchids.
In attendance at the press con-

ference announcing the exhibition
were James K.J. Lee, Ambassador
and Director General, TECO-NY;
Grace Meng, New York State
Congresswoman; Nily Rozic,
New York Assemblywoman; Ron
Kim, Assemblyman; Donovan
Richards, Queens Borough President; Zhu Lei, representative from
the office of City Councilwoman
Sandra Ung; Pauline Huang, QBG
Ambassador, President and Marketing Director at United Custom
Service, Inc.; Evie Hantzopoulos,
QBG Executive Director; and
Dylan House, QBG Public Programs Manager, event supporters,
and sponsors.
“The orchid’s rich hues remind
us to live in style, while its underlying beauty reminds us to enjoy
the little things in life. We hope
this exhibition evokes cherished
memories for members of the
Taiwanese community, and we are
excited for New Yorkers to catch a
glimpse of our beautiful country,”
said James K.J. Lee, Ambassador
and Director-General, TECO-NY.
“This was my ninth year welcoming everyone to Taiwan: A

World of Orchids!” said Pauline
Huang, QBG Ambassador, President and Marketing Director at
United Custom Service, Inc. “We
thank all our partners and supporters for helping to bring the beauty
of orchids to Queens Botanical
Garden for all to experience.”
Overall exhibit design is by
Dylan House with special thanks
to Regina Minerva, Dina Matzner,
Gennadyi Gurman, Oliver Lopez,
Nichole Lin, Marcy Rahman,
Pauline Huang, and all the staff at
Queens Botanical Garden.
QBG thanks the following
sponsors for their support: Pauline
Huang / Queens Botanical Garden
Ambassador; A Lovely Day NYC;
Ace Mountings Co. ;Catmint
Wheelcake ; Center Auto Inc ; Le
Doux Baking Studio ; Lin + Loveall Foundation ; Linda Fashion
Accessories ; LuminoCity ; Sherry
Yang ; SSC International Inc USA
;; Sheraton LaGuardia East Hotel ;
Sue Ming Wu ; Taisuco America ;
Taiwan Orchid Growers Association (TOGA) ; Taiwan Tobacco &
Liquor ; Té Company ; Tea Story
; United Orchids ; Wan Ja Shan

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499
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Amid Citywide Spike in Monkeypox (MPV) Cases,
Rep. Carolyn Maloney Holds Roundtable With
Health Professionals And Advocates
Congresswoman Carolyn
B. Maloney (NY-12) held a virtual roundtable on the monkeypox
(MPV) outbreak in New York City
with health professionals and advocates. Among the experts were Dr.
Bernard Camins, Infectious Diseases at Mount Sinai Doctors; Dr.
Wafaa El-Sadr, Epidemiology and
Medicine at Columbia University;
Dr. Freddy Molano, Vice President
of Infectious Diseases and LGBTQ
Programs and Services at the
Community Healthcare Network;
Dr. Eugene Heslin, First Deputy
Commissioner at the New York
State Department of Health (NYSDOH); Dr. Ursula Bauer, Deputy
Commissioner for Public Health at
NYSDOH; Dr. Madhury Ray of the
Data Analytics Team at the New
York City Department of Health &
Mental Hygiene (DOHMH); Stacey Roger-Gordon, Chief People
Officer at the Hetrick-Martin
Institute; and Christopher Murray, Educational Specialist HIV
Testing, Hetrick-Martin Institute,
“One month ago today, New
York City had 141 cases of MPV,
the most of any city in the United
States, and I responded immediately by writing a letter to the
federal government and the city
government about the lack of
MPV vaccine access and poor
vaccine rollout. My letter proved
successful, as the Biden administration subsequently tripled its
vaccine allocation for New York
City. During that time, the State
also declared monkeypox as an
imminent threat to public health.

But I knew that more needed to
be done, so as Chair of the House
Oversight and Reform Committee,
I also wrote a letter to the Biden
Administration, urging them to
declare a public health emergency,
which also proved successful.
Yesterday, as Chairwoman of
the House Oversight and Reform
Committee, I sent a letter to the
Biden Administration asking them
to evaluate a potential emergency
use authorization for ‘TPOXX’
(Tecovirimat) to treat MPV. Rest
assured; I will do everything I can
to combat the spread of MPV and
make sure that these resources are
directed towards those that are
most affected,” said Rep. Maloney.
BACKGROUND - On July 11,
2022, Congresswoman Maloney
wrote to Mayor Adams and New
York City Department of Health
and Mental Hygiene Commissioner Dr. Aswhin Vasan with
concerns about the problematic
vaccine rollout in New York City.
• On July 11, 2022, Congresswoman Maloney wrote to the
Biden Administration requesting
that the federal government release
additional doses of the monkeypox
vaccine—including U.S.-owned
JYNNEOS doses awaiting fill and
finish in Denmark.
• On July 20, 2022, as Chairwoman of the House Committee
on Oversight and Reform, Maloney wrote to Health and Human
Services (HHS) Secretary Xavier
Becerra urging him to take urgent
action to ensure an adequate supply
of monkeypox vaccines, testing,

and treatment and requesting a
staff briefing on the Department’s
monkeypox response.
• On July 28, 2022, following
Maloney’s letters, the Department
of Health and Human Services
announced that it was allocating
more than 80,000 doses of the
JYNNEOS vaccine to New York
City. These doses were part of the
786,000 doses cleared for release
from the Denmark facility.
• On July 29, 2022, as Chairwoman of the Committee on
Oversight and Reform, Maloney
wrote to HHS Secretary Xavier
Becerra urging him to immediately
declare monkeypox a public health
emergency so that the federal government could use every resource
and tool available in its response
and rapidly increase availability
and access to vaccines, tests, and
treatments nationwide.
• On August 4, 2022, following
Maloney’s letter, HHS Secretary
Becerra announced that the Biden
Administration would declare
the monkeypox outbreak a public
health emergency.
• On August 10, 2022, as Chairwoman of the Committee on
Oversight and Reform, Maloney
wrote to HHS Secretary Becerra
urging HHS to take all steps necessary to ensure patients can safely
and easily access the antiviral
medication TPOXX (tecovirimat)
for the treatment of monkeypox,
including any steps required to
evaluate a potential emergency use
authorization for TPOXX to treat
the monkeypox virus.
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Governor Hochul Joins MTA Chair
For Ceremonial First Ride on LIRR’s
New Third Track
(Continued from page 4)
Three railroad grade crossings between New Hyde Park
and Merillon Avenue stations
(New Hyde Park Road, South
12th Street, Covert Avenue) were
eliminated, creating a safer and
more reliable railroad. Eliminating these at-grade crossings
benefits the environment because
there will no longer be idling vehicles stuck behind crossing gates
as LIRR trains pass through.
These are three of the eight crossings that have been eliminated
overall as part of the Third Track

TAKE 5 Top-Prize Winner Sold in
JACKSON HEIGHTS
The New York Lottery today
announced one top-prize winning
ticket was sold for the August 16
TAKE 5 EVENING drawing.
The ticket, worth $36,904.00, was
purchased at HANU NY INC,
located at 87-03 NORTHERN
BLVD in JACKSON HEIGHTS.
TAKE 5 players with midday
and evening draws on the same
ticket must check their numbers
at nylottery.ny.gov to determine
if they have the winning numbers
for the corresponding midday or
evening drawing.
TAKE 5 numbers are drawn
from a field of one through 39.
The drawing is televised twice

Open Call for: “I’m From” curated by Joshua Rosenblatt at
Local Project APPLY NOW

the Attorney General (OAG) found
that Wohl and Burkman, while hiding behind their sham organization
“Project 1599,” violated state and
federal laws by orchestrating robocalls to threaten and harass Black
communities. Wohl and Burkman
hired Message Communications
to send the robocall message to
voters in New York and across
the country. The harassing and
discriminatory calls reached nearly
5,500 New Yorkers and included
claims that mail-in voters would
have their personal information
disseminated to law enforcement,
debt collectors, and the government in an attempt to dissuade
individuals from voting. Message
Communications and Mahanian
have agreed to adopt new policies
and procedures which will prevent
the company from broadcasting future voter intimidation and election
interference tactics.
The OAG launched an investigation into Wohl and Burkman after
receiving tips from people reporting that they received automated
messages discouraging them from
voting by mail. The investigation
found that in the summer of 2020,
Wohl and Burkman created and
disseminated a robocall recording,
falsely claiming that voting by mail
would subject the voter to having
their personal information used by
the police to track old warrants,
credit card companies to collect
debts, and the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) to
track individuals for mandatory

I’m From is inspired by
George Ella Lyon’s original poem
“Where I’m From” which has
been presented in workshops with
students and adults as a prompt
to help access ideas and memories related to their personal and
cultural backgrounds and other
unique aspects from their lives.
For working artists, this prompt
may trigger intimate thoughts and
recollections or speak to broader
cultural ideas.
I’m From, a LIC-A September
2022 exhibition at Local Project
Art Space in LIC, will use this
prompt for visual arts, as well as
other sensory-based art mediums
(e.g. scent, sound). This is an opportunity to think out and work
through the literal, figurative,
metaphoric, symbolic and abstract box of memory and identity.
Location: Local Project Art
Space - 11-27 44th Road, Long
Island City, NY 11101
Exhibition on View: September
7th - 25th, 2022
Opening Reception: Thursday,
September 8th, 6-8PM
Submission Fee: $20.00 ($10.00
for LIC-A members)

Lawsuit Against Wohl and Burkman for Targeting Black Voters
Continues
New York Attorney General
Letitia James today announced a
settlement with robocalling platform Message Communications,
Inc. (Message Communications)
for its involvement in sending out
an illegal robocall designed by
conspiracy theorists Jacob Wohl
and Jack Burkman to prevent
Black New Yorkers from voting
by mail ahead of the 2020 election.
Message Communications and its
president Robert Mahanian had
been co-defendants in an ongoing
voter intimidation lawsuit that Attorney General James filed against
Jacob Wohl, Jack Burkman, and
related entities in May 2021 for
threatening Black voters.
“Voting is our most basic
democratic right, and we will not
allow anyone to threaten that right
for any group of people in this
country,” said Attorney General
James. “This scheme to intimidate
and discourage Black voters in an
attempt to sway an election is reprehensible. While states across the
country may continue to threaten
our democracy, I will always stand
up in defense of New Yorkers’
fundamental right to vote.”
An investigation by the Office of

vaccines, all of which was false.
The following is a transcript of the
automated recording:
“Hi, this is Tamika Taylor from
Project 1599, the civil rights organization founded by Jack Burkman
and Jacob Wohl. Mail-in voting
sounds great, but did you know that
if you vote by mail, your personal
information will be part of a public
database that will be used by police
departments to track down old
warrants and be used by credit card
companies to collect outstanding
debts? The CDC is even pushing
to use records for mail-in voting
to track people for mandatory
vaccines. Don’t be finessed into
giving your private information to
the man, stay safe and beware of
vote by mail.”
Wohl and Burkman hired Message Communications to send the
robocall message to voters in New
York and across the country. On
August 26, 2020, Message Communications sent the robocall to
over 85,000 phone numbers nationwide, including approximately
5,500 phone numbers with New
York area codes, predominately
in and around New York City. According to data obtained by OAG,
at least 4,186 calls were sent to
numbers with a 212 area code; at
least 703 calls were sent to numbers
with a 646 area code; at least 198
calls were sent to numbers with
a 347 area code; and at least 170
calls were sent to numbers with
(Continued on page 10)

daily at 2:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m.
A Lottery draw game prize of any
amount may be claimed up to one
year from the date of the drawing.
About the New York Lottery The New York Lottery continues
to be North America’s largest and
most profitable Lottery, contributing $3.6 billion in fiscal year
2021-22 to help support education
in New York State.
New Yorkers struggling with a
gambling problem, or who know
someone who is, can find help at
https://nyproblemgamblinghelp.
org/, by calling the free, confidential HOPEline at 1-877-846-7369
or by texting HOPENY (467369).

OPEN CALL FOR ART

Attorney General James Stops Robocall Company Hired in
Scheme to Suppress Black Voters Ahead of 2020 Election
Conspiracy Theorists Jacob Wohl
and Jack Burkman Paid Message
Communications to Send Out
Voter Intimidation Robocall

Project, and the need to eliminate
these grade crossings was further
illustrated by six fatal collisions
at grade crossing locations in
the LIRR Main Line corridor
between 2007 to 2017.
Nearby residents will no longer
have to deal with the sounding
of train horns and crossing bells.
Traffic backups due to the closure
of crossing gates and over-height
truck collisions with railroad
bridges will also be a thing of
past.
The LIRR Main Line Expansion Project is on schedule and
$100 million below budget.

Submission Deadline: August
22nd, 2022
Notice of Acceptance: August
25th, 2022
Curator: Joshua Rosenblatt
Background of Curator - Joshua
Rosenblatt is an artist and curator
who has lived in Queens, New
York for over twenty-five years.
His projects put a close lens on
the notion of community, with a
particular focus on voluntary and
proximal relationships between
people and their environs; and self
examination through object studies that share a broader messages.
He is currently the Director of
Exhibition and Collection Preparation at the Whitney Museum of
American Art. Joshua also serves
on the Advisory Board at LIC-A.
The form is for artists to submit images of their work to this
curated exhibition. The curator
will be considering small- and
medium-sized works. To show
your full range, we suggest submitting the maximum of three
works. All accepted work must be
hand delivered to the gallery and
picked up during the Delivery and
Pick Up dates listed below. Work
must be delivered fully prepared
for installation.
For more information visit: https://
licartists.formstack.com/
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Alley Pond Environmental Center’s Welcome
Autumn Concert
Saturday, September 17th at 4pm
Our outdoor concert features the band “The Boomer Brothers” highlighting
family friendly folk music. With a background as
diverse as New York City
itself, The Boomer Brothers are a multifaceted band
that really just want you to
have a good time! As a trio
they perform cover songs in
their own unique way. As
well as some originals. But
don’t worry, you will recognize the popular songs.
They may just sound a bit
different, hopefully better
than the originals in some
cases.
Bring a lawn chair and

your picnic as well as help
support a vital nonprofit
organization.
The concert is on Saturday, September 17, 2022, at
4pm in the shady grove just
to the north of our current
building’s location at 22465 76th Avenue in Oakland
Gardens, NY. There is a
large, free parking lot.
The Alley Pond Environmental Center (APEC),
a nonprofit environmental
education organization, is
dedicated to educating children and adults in the New
York metropolitan area,
protecting and preserving
Alley Pond Park, open

spaces and waterbodies,
and advocating for sustainable environmental policies
and practices. APEC has
been an educational oasis
for environmental studies
for 50 years.
The past year has been
tough for us financially
and this looks to be a fun
evening to help raise some
desperately needed funds
to help us continue to offer
our wide range of programming.
For more infor mation call: 718-229- 4000
weekdays between 10am
and 4pm or email: info@
alleypond.org
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NYC Health + Hospitals Reopens Neponsit Adult
Day Health Center in Rockaway Park
Closed in 2020 because of
the pandemic, the center
serves approximately 50
registrants daily
NYC Health + Hospitals has announced the
reopening of the Neponsit
Adult Day Health Center
at 230 Beach 102nd Street
in Rockaway Park, which
closed in March 17, 2020
because of Covid-19. The
center provides on-site
services for approximately
50 patients who need assistance with everyday tasks,
but do not require 24-hour
care. The center reopened
on Monday, August 8.

“We are excited welcome
our registrants back to the
Neponsit Adult Day Health
Center,” said Khoi Luong,
DO, Senior Vice President
for Post-Acute Care. “The
center plays a vital role in
the lives of our registrants,
and we know that the pandemic has been huge disruption in their lives. While
the center was closed, our
social workers stayed in
touch with every registrant
to ensure that their care
needs were being met. Today is like a homecoming.”
The Neponsit Adult
Day Health Center opened
originally in September,

1988. Services at the center
include nursing, physical
therapy, nutrition assessment, occupational therapy, medical social services,
psychosocial assessment,
rehabilitation and socialization, and coordination
of referrals for outpatient
health. The center operates five days a week and
is state licensed for 50
registrants.
Those interested in
learning about the center
and its services should call
718-634-1400. The center
accepts Medicaid, private
payment, and some health
insurers.

Queens Man Arrested For Slashing Over
40 Tires in Bayside
Charged With Over 50
Counts of Criminal Mischief Faces up to Seven
Years in Prison if Convicted
Queens District Attorney
Melinda Katz announced
that Dee Lazersmith, 42,
was arrested and charged
with numerous counts of
criminal mischief for allegedly slashing the tires of
27 separate vehicles along
42nd Avenue in Bayside.
The incident took place between the hours of 1:00 AM
and 7:00AM on Sunday,
August 7th, 2022.
District Attorney Katz
said, “As alleged, this defendant caused thousands
of dollars’ worth of damage by going on a slashing
spree alongside a quiet
residential street. More
than two dozen victims
must now pay to repair
and replace the vandalized
vehicle tires. This senseless
nuisance will not be toler-

ated in Queens County.
The defendant is now
charged accordingly and
faces prison time if convicted.” Lazersmith, of
Bayside, Queens, was arrested on August 10, 2022
and charged with one count
of criminal mischief in the
second degree, 25 counts
of criminal mischief in the
third degree, and 27 counts
of criminal mischief in the
fourth degree. Today, the
defendant was arraigned on
the charges before Queens
Criminal Court Judge Anthony M. Bat tisti, who
ordered the defendant to
return to court on October
6, 2022.
Lazersmith faces up
to seven years in prison if
convicted. According to
the complaint, on August 7,
2022, between the hours of
1:00AM and 7:00AM, the
defendant allegedly used a
knife to slash the tires of 27
vehicles that were parked
on 42nd Avenue, between

213th Street and Corporal
Kennedy Street in Bayside,
Queens. The estimated
total damage to all the
vehicles exceeds $13,000.
Continuing, DA Katz said
the defendant was allegedly
observed on video surveillance walking on the street
before stopping and bending down near the tires of
numerous parked vehicles.
As part of the investigation
conducted by the 111th
Police Precinct, a folding
knife was recovered from
the rear passenger door
of the defendant’s vehicle,
with what appears to be
rubber on the tip of the
blade. The case is being
prosecuted by the District
Attorney’s Supreme Court
Trial Division, under the
supervision of Executive
Assistant District Attorney
Pishoy Yacoub. Criminal
complaints and indictments
are accusations. A defendant is presumed innocent
until proven guilty.

Attorney General James Stops Robocall Company
Hired in Scheme to Suppress Black Voters Ahead of
2020 Election
(Continued from page 9)
a 917 area code. The OAG
found that Wohl and Burkman clearly and deliberately
targeted Black communities
in carrying out their widespread robocall campaign.
As part of the agreement,
Message Communications
will send out a voter protection robocall that will be
placed by an approved nonpartisan voting rights organization. The company will
also refrain from knowingly
transmitting any robocalls
that would intimidate or
deter voters from voting by
any method in any election
and will adopt a policy to
prohibit Message Communications’ customers from
using its services to violate
any election laws, civil rights
statutes, or consumer protection and anti-fraud laws.

Finally, the company will
screen customers and all
election-related robocalls
before they are placed in
order to prevent intimidating
messages from being sent.
Additionally, Message
Communications will pay
$50,000 in restitution for
the damage caused to New
Yorkers through the voter
intimidation plot. These
funds will be distributed
by OAG to New Yorkers
who were subjected to the
robocalls. New Yorkers who
believe they received the call
should contact OAG at civil.
rights@ag.ny.gov to begin
the restitution process.
The OAG’s case against
defendants Jacob Wohl,
Jack Burkman, Burkman’s
lobbying firm, JM Burkman & Associates, and
Project 1599 remains ongoing. The OAG is litigating

this case alongside co-plaintiffs comprised of voters
who received the robocall
and the National Coalition
on Black Civic Participation, all of whom are being
represented by the Lawyers’
Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law and the law firm
of Orrick, Herrington &
Sutcliffe LLP.
This matter is being
handled by the Civil Rights
Bureau by Special Counsel
for Hate Crimes Rick Sawyer, Assistant Attorneys
General Conor Duffy and
Colleen Kelly Faherty, and
Legal Analyst Miriam Li.
The Civil Rights Bureau is
a part of the Division for
Social Justice, which is led
by Chief Deputy Attorney
General Meghan Faux and
overseen by First Deputy
Attorney General Jennifer
Levy.

(Aug. 19 to Aug. 25)
There’s dance at the beach, music in courtyard, tennis in the park, theater in the church,
poems in the house, a princess in the garden, and zombies everywhere. In other words,
an interesting week is coming.
● Aug. 19, Beach Sessions Dance Series, Aug. 20. This eighth annual program brings
choreography, music, and acting to the Rockaways. Watch the experimental opera Einstein
on the Beach at Arverne Cinema, 72-02 Gouverneur Ave., on Aug. 19 at 7:30 pm. Then
on Aug. 20 at 5:30 pm, Trisha Brown Dance traverses the shoreline from Beach 97th
Street to Beach 110th Street with a selection of Brown’s early works, specifically chosen
to respond to location. The piece culminates in a re-staging of her Opal Loop (1980).
● Aug. 19, Summer Fridays, 5 pm. This free, four-hour series spotlights DJs, specifically
new artists and Warm Up alumni. This week’s lineup features Jenifa Mayanja, Chino
Amobi, and CZ Wang. MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson Ave., Long Island Cit● y.
● Aug. 19, White Zombies: Nightmares of Empire, Sept. 11. Neither alive nor dead. Neither
thinking nor comatose. Zombies are scary. This series screens more than 10 zombie movies
on 21 dates, beginning with Bela Lugosi’s 1932 classic White Zombies on Aug. 19 at 7:30
pm. Museum of the Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District.
● Aug. 19, Princess and the Frog, 7:30 pm. Make botanical remedies and watch an outdoor screening of Jungle Cruise. In the film, Dr. Lily Houghton and wisecracking skipper
Frank Wolff go down the Amazon to search for an ancient tree that holds healing power.
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing.
● Aug. 19, The Return: A Music Festival, Aug. 21. The St. Gregory’s Theatre Group
presents three music festivals over three nights. No two shows will be the same. The
schedule is Aug. 19 at 8 pm, Aug. 20 at 8 pm, and Aug. 21 at 2 pm. St. Gregory the Great
Church, 242-20 88th Ave., Bellerose.
● Aug. 19, Railroad Earth, 6 pm. The Bluegrass band Railroad Earth, whose sound
combines elements of Folk, Country, Jazz, and Celtic music, performs under the stars.
The Rockaway Hotel, 108-10 Rockaway Beach Dr.
● Aug. 19, Decade of Soul, 8 pm. This band takes audiences on musical journeys through
Soul music. Resorts World New York City, 110-00 Rockaway Blvd., South Jamaica.
● Aug. 20, End of Summer Bash, 2 pm. An afternoon of bubble tea, carnival games,
balloon animals, reading, and school supplies. The Shops at Skyview, 40-24 College
Point Blvd., Flushing.
● Aug. 20, The Music Ambassador of the Bahamas, 10 pm. Julien Believe plays Soca
and Bahamian Junkanoo rhythms. Resorts World New York City, 110-00 Rockaway
Blvd., South Jamaica.
● Aug. 20, Poetry In The Park, noon. The National Poetry Association and Queens
Underground present eight hours of live entertainment, writing workshops, and a book
fair. King Manor Museum, 150-03 Jamaica Ave.
● Aug. 21, Ukraine Meets Cuba, 1 pm. First, Ukrainian bandura (lute/harp) master Julian
Kytasty performs. Second, Cuban artists Danae Blanco and Juan Carlos Formell take the
stage. Then, both sides jam together, followed by a Q&A session. This is a virtual concert
presented by Flushing Town Hall.
● Aug. 21, Fantastic Asian Omelets Cooking Workshop, 1 pm. Study, cook, and taste
various Asian omelets during this annual summer workshop with Dr. Hsing-Lih Chou,
Dr. Yi-Nian Lee, and students from Overseas Chinese University of Taiwan. Flushing
Town Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.
● Aug. 21, Jackknife Comedy, 7 pm. Iowa natives Gideo Hambright and Patrick Hastie
host this monthly stand-up show, which features Erich Laux, Bobbi Elfie, Jim McVeigh,
Bruno Ifebi, Ross Parsons, Alison Klemp, and Marcela Onyango. Q.E.D. Astoria, 27-16
23rd Ave.
● Aug. 23, U.S. Open Fan Week, Aug. 28. A few days of free entertainment, including
exhibition matches, concerts, and athletic activities, before the U.S. Open Grand Slam
starts on Aug. 29. USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center, Flushing Meadows
Corona Park.
● Aug. 23, Honey Harvest Festival, 1 pm. This annual celebration includes bee-related
art, activities, snacks, and workshops along with a wide variety of samples. Voelker Orth
Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., Flushing.
● Aug. 25, Summer Fun, 4 pm. Multi-award-winning writer Jeanne Thornton discusses
her second novel on fandom, creativity, longing, and trans identity during this Queens
Public Library virtual event. (Access code: 2349.595.2358).
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Notice of formation of 10840
Roosevelt LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 07/18/2022. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC 10840
Ro o s eve lt Ave, C o r o na.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
7/28,8/4,11,18,25,&9/1/2022

Notice of Formation of Trip
Hospitality New York LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 6/24/22.
O f f ic e loc at i on: Q ueens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: c/o Intertrust Group,
200 Bellevue Parkway, Ste.
210, Wilmington, DE 19809.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
8/4,11,18,25,9/1&8/2022

Notice of Formation of SIMSI
INTERNATIONAL LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 05/17/2022.
O f f ic e loc at i on: Q ueens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: 11811 Sutphin Blvd,
98166, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
8/11,18,25,9/1,8&15/2022

2137 REEDS MILL LN LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 07/28/22. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, 170 Old Country Road,
Suite 308, Mineola, NY 11501.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
8/4,11,18,25,9/1&8/2022

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
OPTIMIZED NUTRITION, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
07/31/2022. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 7514 60 Lane,
#1, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
8/11,18,25,9/1,8&15/2022

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
NATIABAY LLC, Articles of
Organization Filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York (SSNY) on 05/19/22.
Office location: Queens, NY.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to 65-44
Saunders St. #A12, Rego Park,
NY 11374. Any lawful purpose.
7/28,8/4,11,18,25,&9/1/2022
Notice of Formation of 208
OAKFIELD LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 07/20/2022. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 34-09
24th Street, Astoria, NY 11106.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
7/28,8/4,11,18,25&9/1/2022
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
VACCARO 14-32 27TH AVE.,
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 07/18/22. Office location:
Q u e e ns C o unt y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to Vito
Vaccaro Jr., 29-34 Newtown
Ave. 1A, Astoria, NY 11102.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
7/28,8/4,11,18,25&9/1/2022

Notice of formation of OAKS
8 LLC Arts of Org. filed with
the Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 08/01/2022.
Office location: QUEENS.
SSNY design. agent of LLC
upon whom process may be
served and shall mail copy
to 3 621 32 N D ST R EE T,
ASTORIA, NY, 11106, USA.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
8/4,11,18,25,9/1&8/2022
Notice of Formation of AKAN 3
ART LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) on
08/03/2022. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 152-11 89th Avenue,
#235, Jamaica, NY 11432.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
8/11,18,25,9/1,8&15/2022

2620 REAL ESTATE GROUP,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 03/19/19. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 2620 30th
Street, Astoria, NY 11102.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
7/14,21,28,8/4,11&18/2022

Notice of Formation of HWU
PROPERT Y, LLC Articles
of Organization. filed with
Secretary of State of NY.
(“SSNY”) on 05/02/2022. Office
location in QUEENS COUNTY.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the LLC to:
133-38 41ST ROAD, SUITE
CO1, FLUSHING, NY 11355.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
7/21,28,8/4,11,18&25/2022

Notice of Formation of
88SHOP LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 05/25/2022. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: 22401 Fairbury Avenue,
Queens Village, NY 11428.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
7/21,28,8/4,11,18&25/2022

Notice of Formation of LILIES
OF EDEN, LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 05/19/2022.
O f f ic e l o c at i o n: Q ue ens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: 97-28 57th Avenue,
Apt.4c, Corona, NY 11368.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
8/11,18,25,9/1,8&15/2022

CRUGER MANAGEMENT LLC
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. of
State (SSNY) 5/26/22. Office
in Queens Co. SSNY desig.
agent of LLC whom process
may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to 66-10 149 St.,
Apt. 2D, Flushing, NY 11367.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
8/4,11,18,25,9/1&8/2022

Vito G. Clarizio DMD, PLLC,
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY) 5/21/2022.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 149-21
14th Ave., Whitestone, NY
11357. Purpose: Dentistry.
8/11,18,25,9/1,8&15/2022

VINELAND JS LLC. Filed
6/14/2022. Office: Queens
Co. SSNY designated as
agent for process & shall
mail to: 6135 DRY HARBOR
RD, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY
11379. Purpose: General.
8/18,25,9/1,8,15,&22/2022
CTSQ 3311 LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 8/11/2022. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 3636
Main St., #CS, Flushing, NY
1135 4. General Purpose.
8/18,25,9/1,8,15,&22/2022
Notice of Formation of ROSAS
STUDIOS LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 07/22/2022. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 47-15 47th
Street, Queens, NY 11377.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
8/18,25,9/1,8,15&22/2022
6517 Ave Management LLC,
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of
State of NY (SSNY) 1/31/2022.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 3636
Main St., #CS, Flushing, NY
1135 4. General Purpose.
8/18,25,9/1,8,15&22/2022
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AG James Cracks Down on Tenant Blacklisting
Clipper Equity Denied Rental Applications After
Obtaining Applicants’ Housing Court Records
AG James Warns Landlords Against Using Housing Court
Records to Conduct Background Checks for Tenant
Applicants
New York Attorney
General Letitia James today continued her efforts to
protect New York tenants
by cracking down on “tenant blacklisting,” or when
landlords use housing court
records as a basis to deny
a potential tenant’s rental
application. Tenant blacklisting was made illegal
in 2019 following changes
to the Real Property Law,
which outlawed efforts to
deny housing to renters with
a history of landlord-tenant
court cases. As a part of her
efforts to eliminate tenant
blacklisting in New York,
Attorney General James
took action against, and
secured a settlement with,
Clipper Equity, LLC (Clipper Equity), a New York
City real estate company
that denied applicants with
past housing court records
and violated city and state
Human Rights Laws by
requiring applicants to disclose their marital status.
The Office of the Attorney
General (OAG) has also
launched an online complaint form for New Yorkers
to report instances in which
landlords have engaged in
tenant blacklisting.
“Fair access to housing
is a human right. No one
should ever be denied that
right due to previous, private circumstances often
beyond their control, such
as an inability to pay rent
during a public health and
economic crisis like the
COVID-19 pandemic,” said
Attorney General James.
“Let this be a reminder to
all New York landlords —
blacklisting prospective
tenants because of their
housing court history is an
unfair and illegal practice,
and it will not go unchecked.
I have always stood up for
tenants, and my office will
continue to fight tenant
discrimination and ensure
lawless landlords are held
accountable.”
In 2019, the enactment
of the New York Housing
Stability and Tenant Protection Act (HSTPA) made it
illegal for a property owner
or landlord to deny a rental
application based on the
applicant’s housing court records. If there is documented evidence that a property
owner or landlord obtained
an applicant’s housing court
records and subsequently
denied the application, the
law presumes the landlord
or property owner made
the decision to deny based
on the applicant’s court records. The burden is on the
landlord or property owner

to prove the applicant was
denied for other reasons.
To remain in compliance with the law, OAG
recommends landlords and
property owners refrain
from requesting a potential
tenant’s court records and
rental histories altogether
and cease relationships with
tenant screening bureaus
who continue to provide
court records. Any New
Yorker who believes that
they have been denied an
apartment because of their
rental history should submit
a tenant blacklisting complaint online with OAG.
In its investigation of
Clipper Equity, OAG determined the company had
improperly obtained housing court records for 25
potential tenants and then
denied housing to seven
of those same applicants.
The OAG found that Clipper thus violated the law.
Clipper also violated city
and state Human Rights
laws by requiring potential
tenants to disclose their
marital status. As part of the
agreement, Clipper Equity
will take the necessary steps
to comply with the laws it
broke and has committed
to ending its discriminatory
screening policies. Clipper
Equity was also required to
produce evidence proving
its compliance to OAG, and
OAG reserves the right to
take further enforcement
action if Clipper Equity
violates the agreement.
“I was proud that we
enacted New York’s ban on
tenant blacklists as part of
the Housing Stability and
Tenant Protection Act of
2019,” said State Senator
Brian Kavanagh, Chair of
the State Senate Committee
on Housing, Construction,
and Community Development. “Reasons tenants
might be in housing court
vary, including cases in
which landlords fail to provide basic services or engage in harassment, or when
tenants are unable to pay
rent because of emergency
circumstances. Whatever
the reason, the law requires
that prior housing court
cases may not be the basis
for rejecting prospective
tenants’ applications to rent
a home. I thank Attorney
General Letitia James for
her investigation into the
discriminatory practices of
Clipper Equity and for taking the proactive step of setting up an online complaint
platform to give voice to
New Yorkers who may have
fallen victim to blacklisting.
Both are important steps
toward strengthening our
commitment to fair access
to housing for all.”
“I was pleased that tenant blacklisting was finally
made illegal as part of New
York’s Housing Stability
and Tenant Protection Act in

2019, but there are still some
unscrupulous landlords who
try to engage in this objectionable practice,” said
Assemblymember Steven
Cymbrowitz, Chair of the
State Assembly Committee
on Housing. “I commend
Attorney General James for
taking appropriate action to
crack down on tenant blacklisting and ensuring that
violators will be punished
for attempting this form of
harassment.”
“Now more than ever,
tenants need basic protections against efforts by landlords to deny them access
to housing,” said Adriene
Holder, chief attorney of
civil practice, The Legal Aid
Society. “With the lapse of
eviction moratoria, coupled
with skyrocketing rents and
New York City’s exorbitant
cost of living, demands for
housing is at an all-time
high, and government must
ensure that landlords abide
by the law. The Legal Aid
Society thanks Attorney
General James for her continued support and advocacy on behalf of tenants
statewide.”
This agreement is the
latest in Attorney General
James’ efforts to protect tenants. Earlier this month, the
Attorney General secured
more than $400,000 for tenants harassed by Ink Property Group, along with up to
$1.75 million for affordable
housing and joined New
York State Homes and Community Renewal (HCR)
Commissioner RuthAnne
Visnauskas in preserving
an affordable housing cooperative development in
Rockland County. In July
2022, she recovered nearly
$300,000 of illegally withheld security deposits for
Brooklyn tenants. In June
2022, Attorney General
James delivered $50,000 to
Community Action for Safe
Apartments (CASA), a tenant organizing project, from
law firm Kucker, Marino,
Winiarsky & Bittens LLP
after they unlawfully provided improper and damaging legal advice to New
York tenants and shut down
a landlord for exposing children to lead paint hazards
in Syracuse. In April 2022,
she sued Brooklyn-based
eviction lawyers for engaging in deceptive rent collection practices and initiating
frivolous lawsuits against
New York tenants.
This matter was handled
by Assistant Attorney General Jane Landry-Reyes of
the Housing Protection Unit.
The Housing Protection
Unit is led by Brent Meltzer
and is a part of the Division
for Social Justice, which is
led by Chief Deputy Attorney General Meghan
Faux and overseen by First
Deputy Attorney General
Jennifer Levy.

THE QUEENS TIMES

PAGE 12

THURSDAY, AUGUST 18, 2022

Community Fun Day Event, Hosted by
Praise Tabernacle, Inc.

Queens County is home to wonderful non-profit and faith-based
organizations that work tirelessly
on behalf of their communities.
Queens District Attorney Melinda Katz was pleased to attend
a Community Fun Day event,
hosted by Praise Tabernacle, Inc.

Local residents enjoyed a
day of free food, field games,
children’s entertainment, health
screenings and giveaways. I
thank Bishop Caesar R. Cabiness
and Evangelist Denise Taylor
for their leadership in the community.

Hyatt Regency’s Anniversary

Executive ADA for Community
Partnerships Division, Colleen
Babb, was pleased to join Assembly Member Stacey PhefferAmato, community members
and local leaders for the one-year
anniversary of the opening of the
Resorts World Casino’s Hyatt Re-

gency JFK Airport Hotel.
Resorts World New York has
been a great partner in providing
travelers from around the world
with a world-class resort experience. We thank them for contributing to the local economy of this
great Borough.
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