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Gov. Andrew Cuomo Makes NY Voting 
Easier For November

     Gov. Andrew Cuomo concerns 
about how the impact the CO-
VID-19 pandemic will have on 
voting prompted NYS lawmakers 
to introduce reforms making it 
easier for voters to request absen-
tee ballots and ensure that they are 
included in the final vote tallies.
     After the NYS Legislature 
passed a legislative package on 
Aug. 20 Gov. Cuomo signed the 
legislative package on absentee 
ballots into law. This legislative 
package relaxes absentee ballot 
rules so voters may request them 
due to risk of illness; enables 
voters to request immediately 
that all ballots postmarked up to 
and including Election Day be 
validated for the final vote count. 
     “The federal administration 
has ordered an unprecedented 
attack on the U.S. Postal Service 
and with COVID-19 threatening 
our ability to have safe, in-person 
voting, these measures are critical 
to ensuring a successful and fair 
election at one of the most im-
portant moments in our nation’s 
history,” Cuomo said. “These 

actions will further break down 
barriers to democracy and will 
make it easier for all New Yorkers 
to exercise their right to vote this 
November.”
     The first voting reform legis-
lation that Cuomo signed, spon-
sored by Bronx NYS Senator 
Alessandra Biaggi, gives all New 
York voters the right to request an 
absentee ballot due to the risk of 
illness to themselves or others. 

This qualification had not been 
part of previous considerations for 
absentee ballots, but was waived 
earlier this year by a Cuomo ex-
ecutive order in advance of the 
June 23 primary.
     The second bill, sponsored by 
Brooklyn NYS Senator Zellnor 
Myrie and Manhattan NYS As-
semblyman Al Taylor, clears the 

Suozzi Honors Local Police Who Have 
Displayed Exemplary Heroism 

Recognizes, honors, and thanks police officers from Glen Cove, Nassau County, 
Suffolk County, and New York City Police Departments. See story on page 2.

Women’s Equality Day Will Produce a 
Monumental Change

by Merle Exit
     On August 26, 1920, U.S. 
Secretary of State Bainbridge 
Colby certified the ratification 
of the 19th Amendment, which 
provided for all American women 
the right to vote for the first time 
in history. To commemorate this 
“historic” event, a trio of female 

bronze statues was unveiled in 
New York City’s Central Park: 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton; Susan 
B. Anthony; and Sojourner Truth. 
Although there are 23 statues of 
historical figures in the 840-acre 
park, up until today, not one of 
them depicts a real woman. 

Absentee Voting
     Election Day is Tuesday, November 3, 2020
     Early Voting Period is October 24, 2020 - November 1, 2020
     Qualifications to Vote by Absentee Ballot (Deadlines)
1.   Absent from your county or, if a resident of New York City 
absent from the five boroughs, on Election Day.
2.   Unable to appear at the polls due to temporary or permanent 
illness or disability (temporary illness includes being unable to 
appear due to risk of contracting or spreading a communicable 
disease like COVID-19).
3.   Unable to appear because you are the primary care giver 
of one or more individuals who are ill or physically disabled.
4.   A resident or patient of a Veterans Health Administration 
Hospital.
5.   Detained in jail awaiting Grand Jury action or confined in 
prison after conviction for an offense other than a felony.
When is it due?
     You must apply online, postmark, email or fax a completed 
application or letter request for the General Election Absentee 
ballot no later than 7 days (October 27, 2020) before the election. 
You may apply in-person up to the day before the election (No-
vember 2, 2020). You may file an application at any time before 

We at The Queens Times Thought 
You Needed This Information to be 

a Knowledgeable Voter And  
Absentee Voter
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.
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way for voters to request absentee 
ballots now, removing the regula-
tion that absentee ballots could 
only be requested up until 30 days 
before Election Day. This gives 
New Yorkers up to seven weeks 
more to request, accept, fill out 
and return their ballots.
     According to the city’s Cam-
paign Finance Bureau, absentee 
ballots will be sent to those who 
request them beginning on Sept. 
18.
Finally, the third new law, spon-
sored by Queens NYS Senator 

Gov. Andrew Cuomo Makes NY Voting Easier For November
Michael Gianaris and Brooklyn 
NYS Assemblywoman Rodneyse 
Bichotte, permits the Board of 
Elections to count all absentee 
ballots postmarked on the day 
of the election. It also allows the 
board to count absentee ballots 
that have a time stamp showing 
that it was delivered to the board 
the day after the election, but 
without a dated postmark.
     New York City residents have 
now several options to cast their 
votes for Nov. 3: absentee ballot 
voting by mail, in-person early 
voting (which is scheduled to 
begin in mid-October), or in-

person voting on Election Day. 
The Board of Elections, however, 
does not yet have on its site a list 
of early voting sites.
     For those choosing to vote in-
person, they can expect to find 
extra safety precautions in place 
— from social distance mark-
ings to masked poll workers and 
hand sanitizer. All voters will be 
required to wear a mask at their 
polling place.
     Download an absentee ballot 
application at the NYC Campaign 
Finance Bureau website, nyccfb.
info. For additional voting infor-
mation, visit vote.nyc

Suozzi Honors Local Police Who Have 
Displayed Exemplary Heroism

     Congressman Tom Suozzi (D - 
Long Island, Queens) honored and 
thanked five law enforcement offi-
cers from across the  3rd Congres-
sional District that he represents, 
who displayed exemplary heroism 
in the line of duty in service to our 
communities.  Suozzi shared each 
of the officer’s exceptional stories 
(see below) at the ceremony.
     “Every day, 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week, members of our local 
police departments are protecting 
us, and serving us. Some days 
are uneventful. Other days are 
full of danger. And then there are 
the days when their dedication to 
their jobs leads them to perform 
extraordinary acts of heroism.” 
said Suozzi. “Today we are high-
lighting just a few police officers 
that represent the good work done 
members of our local police de-
partments every day, and we say, 
“thank you.”
     “Our brave police men and 
women put their lives at risk 
every day in order to protect our 
communities.  Nassau County 
Police have shown time and time 
again that they take their oath of 
duty seriously and work hard to 
understand and respect the com-
munities they serve,” said Nassau 
County Executive Laura Curran.  
“We owe them a tremendous debt 
of gratitude for often putting our 
safety before their own.  Thank 
you Congressman Suozzi for 
recognizing these courageous in-
dividuals for their selfless work.” 
     The officers, one each from 
Nassau County Police Depart-
ment, Suffolk County Police 
Department, Glen Cove Police 
Department, and two members 
of the New York City Police 
Department were honored at a 
ceremony outside the Glen Cove 
Police Department. Congressman 
Suozzi recognized, thanked, and 
described each officer’s exempli-
fication of bravery and presented 
each of them with a flag that was 
flown over the U.S. Capitol, as 
well as a Congressional citation. 
Joining Congressman Suozzi was 
Nassau County Executive Laura 
Curran, NYPD Captain John 
Portalatin from Bayside’s 111th 
Precinct, NCPD Commissioner 
Pat Ryder, SCPD Commissioner 

Geraldine Hart, Glen Cove PD 
Chief William Whitton, and Glen 
Cove Mayor Tim Tenke.
     The following officers were 
honored by Congressman Suozzi 
at Monday’s ceremony:
Michael Ippolito and Lauren 
Creighton
NYPD, Queens Precinct 111
     On December 27, 2019, Offi-
cers Ippolito and Creighton were 
on patrol duty when the mother 
of a 13-month old infant called 
to say that her son had stopped 
breathing while she was driving 
on the Cross Island Parkway.  The 
officers conducted a canvas of 
a portion of the parkway. When 
they found the infant, he was un-
conscious, unresponsive, and not 
breathing.  Officer Ippolito im-
mediately began to administer air 
to the infant via an airbag attached 
to the infant’s trach-tube while 
Officer Creighton coordinated 
emergency personnel.  The infant 
regained consciousness and was 
transported to the hospital by am-
bulance.  He made a full recovery.  
For their efforts, Officers Ippolito 
and Creighton were nominated by 
the 111th Precinct for the NYPD 
Cop of the Year Award.
     Keith Owens - Nassau County 
Police Department
     On July 25, 2020, many calls 
were received that there was 
an active shooter at Americana 
Manhasset.  The callers reported 
multiple shots and many of the 
stores went into full lockdown.  
Officer Keith Owens rushed to the 
scene to assess the situation and 
eliminate any ongoing threats to 
human life.  One witness was able 
to identify the shooter who fled 
on foot.  Officer Owens chased 
after the subject and ultimately 
apprehended him.  At the same 
time, other Nassau County offi-
cers discovered six spent .380 shell 
casings and a car that had been 
struck by two bullets.  The gun 
involved in the shooting and trace-
able to the perpetrator was found 
near the area where the shooting 
took place.  Officer Owen is a 
five-year veteran of the Nassau 
County Police Department who 
is assigned to the Sixth Precinct 
and has Plandome Heights as his 
patrol area.
     Christopher Jablonski - Suffolk 
County Police Department

     On March 25, 2020, Officer 
Jablonski received a report that 
someone was drowning in the 
frigid water in the vicinity of the 
Cold Spring Harbor boat ramp.  
The officer saw that the victim 
was about 150 -200 feet out.  He 
found a small boat and rowed out 
to the victim, using his hands as 
paddles.  He was not able to pull 
the victim into the boat, nor was 
he able to row back to shore with 
the victim clinging to the boat.  
The victim was showing signs of 
hypothermia, so Officer Jablonski 
jumped into the water to save the 
victim.  Rescue personnel on shore 
were able to throw a rescue line 
once the officer and victim were 
within 40-50 feet of the shoreline.  
The victim was transported to a 
local hospital where his core tem-
perature was below the threshold 
for hypothermia.  Officer Jablon-
ski willingly and selflessly put his 
own safety at risk in order to save 
the victim.  For his efforts, he was 
named Suffolk County Cop of the 
Month for June 2020.
     Darren Pittman - Glen Cove 
Police Department
     On November 9, 2019, at 4:20 
am, Officer Pittman received a 
distressing text from an off-duty 
Nassau County police officer who 
lives in Glen Cove. Officer Pit-
tman immediately called the 
officer. He felt the officer was 
depressed and had thoughts of sui-
cide; hence, Officer Pittman called 
the Glen Cove Police Department 
for backup and proceeded to the 
Nassau officer’s home in his pri-
vate vehicle.  He found the Nassau 
officer sitting in a vehicle with his 
off-duty handgun in his hand and 
his duty weapon on the front seat.  
When Officer Pittman realized 
that the Nassau officer was ready 
to take his life, he lunged for the 
gun and wrestled it away from 
the Nassau officer.  The officer 
became hostile but was subse-
quently subdued by the responding 
officers and taken to the hospital 
for evaluation.  In 2019, a record 
number of New York officers 
committed suicide. Thanks to the 
valiant efforts of Officer Pittman, 
this instance did not result in an 
even higher number.  The Nas-
sau officer is currently receiving 
treatment and intervention from 
his command.
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     Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens), 
issued the following statement af-
ter she voted yes on the Delivering 
for America Act, H.R. 8015, which 
passed the House of Representa-
tives by a vote of 257 to 150. 
     “Yesterday, Postmaster General 
DeJoy testified before the Senate 
and did not commit to putting 
back the nearly 700 mail-sorting 
machines that have been removed 
under his watch. The assurances 
he provided to the Speaker that he 
would pause operational changes 
does nothing to fix the damage he 
has caused,” said Meng. “I have no 
confidence that Mr. DeJoy merely 
wants to make improvements to 
the postal service, especially dur-
ing a national health crisis. While 
he did state at the hearing that his 

Meng Statement on House Vote to Save Postal Service
top priority is ensuring mail-in 
ballots are delivered, we must do 
more to ensure this. Postal Service 
operations must return to what 
they were at the beginning of the 
year. The House-passed Deliver-
ing for America Act does this and 
provides critical funding for its 
operations. Senator McConnell 
must pass this bill.”
     The Delivering for America 
Act would prohibit the U.S. Postal 
Service from making any changes 
to the operations or service levels 
it had in place on January 1, 2020. 
Specifically, it would prohibit: 
•    Any change that would gener-
ally affect service on a nationwide 
or substantially nationwide basis.
•    Any revision of existing service 
standards.

•    Closing, consolidating, or re-
ducing the hours of any post office 
or postal facility.
•    Any prohibition on paying 
overtime to Postal Service officers 
or employees.
•    Any change that would pre-
vent the Postal Service from 
meeting its service standards or 
cause a decline in measurements 
of performance relative to those 
standards.
•    Any change that would have 
the effect of delaying mail or 
increasing the volume of unde-
livered mail.
     It would also provide $25 billion 
in critical funding to the Postal 
Service.
     The measure now heads to the 
Senate for consideration.

U.S. Postal Service Launches New Election Mail Website
Site Provides Information for 
Election Officials and Voters 
Choosing to Use U.S. Mail to 
Vote

     As part of its ongoing effort 
to ensure that voters and election 
officials have the information 
they need to successfully use the 
U.S. Mail to vote in the November 
general elections, the U.S. Postal 
Service has launched a new Elec-
tion Mail website. The website, 
which provides clear and concise 
information about voting by mail, 
is available 24/7 by going to: usps.
com/votinginfo.
     The Postal Service recognizes 
that many states are choosing to 
expand mail-in voting options in 
the upcoming elections and that 
there will likely be a significant 
increase in demand among postal 
customers to participate in those 
elections by using the mail. In 
response, the Postal Service has 
updated its website to serve both 
voting customers seeking infor-
mation on how to use the mail to 
vote and election officials seek-
ing resources to help make their 
administration of the upcoming 
elections a success. 
     For domestic voters, the website 
provides direct links to federal 
election resources as well as links 
to state-specific resources. For 
overseas and military voters, 
the new site provides additional 
information, including links to 

resources supporting their election 
participation. 
     The site also highlights what 
the Postal Service views as the 
most critical information for vot-
ers who opt to vote through the 
U.S. Mail: that, in requesting or 
casting a mail-in ballot, they not 
only must comply with their lo-
cal jurisdictions’ requirements, 
but also should start the process 
early. To allow sufficient time for 
voters to receive, complete and 
return ballots via the mail, the 
Postal Service strongly recom-
mends that voters request ballots 
at the earliest point allowable, but 
no later than 15 days prior to the 
election date. The Postal Service 
also recommends that voters mail 
their ballots at least one week prior 
to their states’ due dates to allow 
for timely receipt by election of-
ficials. Voters should contact their 
local election officials for further 
information about deadlines and 
other requirements.
     In addition, the site provides 
resources to state and local elec-
tion officials as part of the Postal 
Service’s ongoing efforts to part-
ner with such officials to make 
the elections a success. The site 
guides election officials in con-
tacting Postal Service personnel 
to discuss how they can design 
their mailings in a manner that 
comports with postal regulations, 
improves mail piece visibility and 
ensures efficient processing as 

well as timely delivery. The site 
also provides links to information, 
such as the official 2020 Official 
Election Mail Kit (Kit 600) and the 
State and Local Election Officials 
User’s Guide (Publication 632), 
both of which were distributed to 
11,500 election officials earlier 
this year.   
     The U.S. Postal Service remains 
fully committed to fulfilling its 
role in the electoral process when 
policymakers choose to use our 
services in administering elec-
tions. The Postal Service can fully 
handle and deliver the anticipated 
increase in Election Mail volume 
and is continuing to coordinate 
with state and local election of-
ficials through November. Elec-
tion officials and voters are being 
asked to be mindful of the Postal 
Service’s established delivery 
standards and consider how the 
mail actually works, so that vot-
ers have adequate time to request, 
receive, complete and send their 
mail-in ballots. The Postal Service 
will continue to do everything in 
its power to efficiently handle and 
deliver Election Mail, including 
ballots, in a manner consistent 
with the proven processes and 
procedures that have been relied 
upon for years. 
     The Postal Service receives no 
tax dollars for operating expenses 
and relies on the sale of postage, 
products and services to fund its 
operations.

Congresswoman calls for halt 
to abhorrent practices and in-
vestigation into department’s 
protocols to ensure religious 
and dietary beliefs of detained 
individuals are honored
 
     Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY), a 
member of the House Appropria-
tions Subcommittee on Homeland 
Security—which has oversight 
over the Department of Home-
land Security’s (DHS) budget and  
policies—announced today she 
sent a letter to acting DHS Secre-
tary Chad Wolf after news emerged 
that Muslim detainees in an Im-
migration and Customs Enforce-
ment detention facility in Miami, 
Florida, were forced to choose be-

Meng Demands Answers From DHS 
Over Treatment of Muslim Detainees 

in Florida
tween pork or pork-based products 
and rotten or expired halal meals. 
     Meng called for a halt to the 
practices and an investigation into 
the matter.
     “I’m appalled by the news that 
Muslim detainees are forced to 
choose between their faith and 
food. This is abhorrent and acting 
DHS Secretary Wolf must ensure 
all detainees’ religious and dietary 
requirements are met,” said Meng. 
“While our nation has struggled 
to contain COVID-19, this is no 
excuse to treat people with less 
dignity and respect, including 
those in U.S. detention facilities. 
I urge the secretary to personally 
resolve this issue and look forward 
to his response.”

     Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer 
Amato (D-South Queens), partici-
pated in a joint legislative hearing 
to address the emergency storm 
response and customer commu-
nication practices by utility com-
panies located across the state. On 
August 4th, Tropical Storm Isaias 
hit New York with heavy rain, 
tornadoes, and winds gusting up 
to 70 miles per hour. The storm 
left hundreds of thousands of New 
Yorkers without power across the 
service territories of PSEG-LI, 
Con Edison, NYSEG and other 
utility providers. The storm also 
disrupted the regions’ telephone, 
cable, and internet services--
services that are particularly es-
sential for New Yorkers during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. The outages 
and service disruptions lasted for 
multiple days in Pheffer Amato’s 
district which contains parts of 
South Queens and the Rockaway 
Peninsula. In some parts of the 

state, homes and businesses are 
still waiting to be reconnected. 
Pheffer Amato participated in the 
joint hearing to question the utility 
companies- specifically PSEG- 
about the usage of ‘microgrids’. 
Microgrids have their own internal 
power source that can be utilized 
with an overall power grid or on  
its own in cases of emergency 
such as a tropical storm, fire, or 
flooding. 
     “With the increased frequency 
of extreme weather due to inten-
sifying climate change, utility 
companies must be prepared to 
be readily and effectively respond 
to emergencies,” Pheffer Amato 
said. “I look forward to working 
with these companies to evaluate 
the feasibility of microgrids in 
my district such that our commu-
nities- especially those who are 
most vulnerable on the coast like 
South Queens and Rockaway- are 
protected from future storms.”

Pheffer Amato Pushes For Microgrids 
During Joint Legislative Hearing in 
Response to Tropical Storm Isaias

     Congresswoman Carolyn B. 
Maloney (D-NY), House spon-
sor of the Equal Rights Amend-
ment (ERA) and H.R.1980, the 
Smithsonian Women’s History 
Museum Act, released the fol-
lowing statement in recognition 
of Women’s Equality Day. 
     “As we mark the centennial 
of the ratification of the 19th 
Amendment, we celebrate sig-
nificant milestones in the move-
ment for women’s equality and 
continue the work still ahead. 
     “Women make up roughly half 
of the population, but for too long 
have been left out of the telling 
of our nation’s story – we must 
change that. Earlier this year, by 

Congresswoman Maloney Celebrates Women’s Equality Day 
an overwhelmingly bipartisan 
vote of 374-37, the House passed 
my bill to create a Smithsonian 
museum on the National Mall 
dedicated to American women’s 
history. And today, we unveil 
the Women’s Rights Pioneers 
Monument, the first statue honor-
ing women (who aren’t fictional 
characters) in New York’s Central 
Park. 
     “I am also fighting to restore 
the inscription on the Portrait 
Monument in the U.S. Capitol 
portraying suffrage leaders Su-
san B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and Lucretia Mott. In 
part, the original inscription 
read, ‘Women first denied a soul, 

then called mindless, now arisen, 
declaring herself an entity to be 
reckoned.’
     “As a long-time sponsor of 
the Equal Rights Amendment, 
I was proud to vote to eliminate 
the ratification deadline on the 
amendment. And in January, 
Virginia became the thirty-eighth 
state to ratify the ERA. With 
these victories, I am hopeful that 
we will finally achieve Constitu-
tional equality for women. 
     “By celebrating women’s 
accomplishments, we empower 
future generations. By enshrining 
our rights in the Constitution, we 
guarantee that nothing can stand 
in their way.”

     Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens) 
announced she has cosponsored 
bipartisan legislation to establish 
a fund for struggling food and 
drinking establishments that have 
suffered economic losses due to 
COVID-19. 
     The Real Economic Support That 
Acknowledges Unique Restaurant 
Assistance Needed To Survive 
(RESTAURANTS) Act of 2020 
(H.R. 7197), would create a $120 
billion restaurant stabilization 
grant program to help independent 
restaurants deal with the long-term 
structural challenges facing the 
industry, and ensure that they can 
re-employ 11 million workers. Un-
like any other industry, restaurants 
have been uniquely devastated by 
the coronavirus with millions of 
restaurant workers losing their jobs 
due to the pandemic. 
     “Saving independent food 
and drinking establishments will 
literally save millions of people’s 
livelihoods which is why I’ve co-
sponsored the bipartisan RES-
TAURANTS Act,” said Meng. “In 
Queens and across New York City, 
restaurants and drinking establish-

Meng Supports Legislation to Help  
Independent Food And Drinking  

Establishments Impacted By Covid-19
ments play a vital role in providing 
jobs and contributing to our region’s 
economy. Failing to help these types 
of venues will greatly harm our 
borough and country’s recovery, 
and the lives of so many who are 
part of the service industry. I urge 
all my colleagues to support this 
critical bill.” 
     Under the legislation, funding 
would be made available to food 
service or drinking establishments, 
including caterers, that are not 
publicly traded or part of a chain 
with 20 or more locations doing 
business under the same name. The 
fund would provide grants to cover 
the difference between revenues 
from 2019 and projected revenues 
through 2020, with a maximum 
grant amount of $10 million. The 
fund would be administered by 
the U.S. Treasury Department, and 
money received from it would not 
need to be paid back. 
     The fund would also set aside 
$60 million for outreach to tradi-
tionally marginalized and under-
represented communities, with a 
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Women’s Equality Day Will Produce a Monumental Change

     Should we be surprised? In the 
whole United States there are less 
than 400 statues of women.  These 
three glorious statues were created 
by nationally renowned sculptor, 
Meredith Bergmann, part of the 
Women’s Rights Pioneers Monu-
ment 
     Bergmann’s vision for the 
sculpture, chosen from 91 submis-
sions, features the three women 
sitting at a table. Were they de-
vising a speech or working on 
some legislation? This will be up 
to the viewer to have thoughts of 
their own personal interpretation.  
While this honors the efforts of 
women’s suffrage, women’s civil 
rights and the abolition of slav-
ery, the statues are meant to be 
recognized for their contributions 
to women. These sculptures are 
located on the site of the Central 
Park’s Literary Walk.  
     Here is how Bergmann de-
scribes the scenario on her Sculp-
tor’s Page. “Sojourner Truth is 
speaking, Susan B. Anthony is 
organizing, and Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton is writing, three essential 
elements of activism. Truth sits 
with Stanton at a small table, per-
haps on the occasion of a confer-
ence for the abolition of slavery or 
for women’s rights or for both, as 
these movements were, for much 
of their history, joined in activism. 
Anthony is standing behind the 
table with her traveling bag, bring-
ing documentation of injustices to 
help focus the discussion.” Berg-
mann feels that the women might 
be meeting in Stanton’s home, 
where both Sojourner Truth and 
Susan B. Anthony were guests. 
“The monument represents an 
indoor space because much of 
women’s political work originated 
in the home– in the 19thCentury 
women were not commonly seen 
in the public sphere.”
     Regarding Sojourner Truth 
she notes that the “gesturing with 
her hands for emphasis, and may 
have just thumped table to make 
her point. Or she might be merely 
resting her left hand between ges-
tures. Stanton is about to dip her 
pen and write. Is she taking down 
what Truth is saying? Has she just 
been interrupted in mid-thought?” 
Anthony is handing a document to 
Stanton. Has she just read it out 
loud, as friends and collaborators 
did for Truth? “Like the women 
I’m portraying, my work is meant 
to raise questions and to provoke 
thought,” says Bergmann.
     “I want the piece to be in-depth, 
so as you pass it day after day or 
visit it once a year, there is more 
to discover. There is detail hidden 
everywhere in the sculpture and a 
lot of it has meaning.”
     The trio was conceived, cre-
ated, and funded by Monumental 
Women, an all-volunteer led 
non-profit made up of women’s 
rights advocates, historians, and 
community leaders. Work began 
to develop the statue and secure 
a prominent location on Central 
Park’s famed Literary Walk in 
2014. The organization had raised 

over $1.5 million in private fund-
ing to pay for the statues.
     Monumental Women is hop-
ing to increase awareness and 
appreciation of women’s history 
through a nationwide education 
campaign. Monumental Women’s 
next project is the creation of a 
New York City Women’s Rights 
Trail throughout all five boroughs.
     Where did the women’s rights 
movement begin?  Seneca Falls is 
known for being home to both the 
National Women’s Hall of Fame 
and the Women’s Rights National 
Historic Park.  It is no coincidence 
that these three powerful women 
were inducted into the National 
Women’s Hall of Fame. At present, 
there are over 100 inductees. 
     The history of the women’s 
rights movement in the United 
States commenced with the first 
Women’s Rights Convention in 
Seneca Falls. Just down the street 
from the National Women’s Hall 
of Fame is the Women’s Rights 
National Historical Park.  
     “Created in 1980, the historic 
park chronicles the various sites to 
include: The Wesleyan Methodist 
Chapel, where the convention was 
held; Visitor Center, with exhibits, 
statues, video interactives, an 
orientation film, and ranger-led 
programs; Stanton House, former 
home of Elizabeth Cady Stanton, 
principal organizer in the First 
Women’s Rights Convention; and 
the Declaration of Sentiments 
Waterwall. We visited the Visitor 
Center and the Waterwall. First 
Women’s Rights Convention was 
held in the Wesleyan Chapel on 
July 19 and 20, 1848. Declaration 
Park highlights the Declaration 
of Sentiments, the document dis-
cussed at the two day convention, 
with the entire text and its signers 
are inscribed in a 100 feet long 
bluestone wall.”  
     “The Declaration, a women’s 
rights version of the Declaration 
of Independence, lists grievances 
and resolutions for action. This 
history of humankind is a history 
of repeated injuries and usurpa-
tions of the part of men toward 
woman, having in direct object 
the establishment of an absolute 
tyranny over her. To prove this, 
let facts be submitted to a candid 
world.”
     “Grievances pertained to rights 
given to men and not women, fo-
cused on both church and state. In 
view of the unjust laws we insist 
that they have immediate admis-
sion to all the rights and privileges 
which belong to them as citizens 
of these United States.” 
     Let’s get back to the three 
bronzed women with inductee 
information taken from the web-
site of the National Women’s Hall 
of Fame.  “Susan B. Anthony 
taught school in New Rochelle and 
Canajoharie, New York, and dis-
covered that male teachers were 
paid several times her salary. She 
devoted her first reform efforts to 
anti-slavery and to temperance, 
the campaign to curb alcohol. 
But when she rose to speak in a 
temperance convention, she was 
told, ‘The sisters were not invited 

here to speak! Anthony promptly 
enlisted in the cause of women’s 
rights.”
     “Widely credited as one of the 
founding geniuses of the women’s 
rights movement, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton used her brilliance, in-
sightfulness, and eloquence to 
advocate for many important is-
sues. In addition to being one of 
the first women’s rights activists, 
she was also a dedicated aboli-
tionist, and advocated in favor of 
temperance.”
     “Unlike many of her contem-
poraries, Stanton enjoyed a formal 
education at Johnstown Academy, 
where she worked hard to excel in 
Greek, Latin, and mathematics. 
The child of a judge, she went on 
to obtain the finest education then 
available to women at Troy Female 
Seminary. A visit to her cousin, 
abolitionist Gerrit Smith, in Peter-
boro, New York, helped foster her 
strong anti-slavery sentiments.”
     “At her insistence, when 
she married abolitionist Henry 
Stanton, the word “obey” was 
omitted from the ceremony. Their 
honeymoon journey was to the 
great World’s Anti-Slavery Con-
vention in London in 1840. After 
the women delegates were denied 
seats at that convention, Stanton 
became convinced that women 
should hold a convention demand-
ing their own rights. This decision 
was delayed until her move to Sen-
eca Falls, where she was isolated 
and increasingly exhausted by a 
growing family. Finally in July, 
1848, she met with Lucretia Mott 
and three other Quaker women in 
nearby Waterloo, New York. To-
gether they issued the call for the 
first woman’s rights convention.”
     “Stanton drafted the Seneca 
Falls Convention’s Declaration of 
Sentiments, including the historic 
words ‘We hold these truths to 
be self-evident: that all men and 
women are created equal‚’ She 
continued to argue forcefully for 

the ballot, a radical demand op-
posed by her husband and even 
Mrs. Mott. Soon thereafter, she 
met Susan B. Anthony and they 
formed what would be a lifelong 
partnership devoted to the cause. 
Among their earliest targets were 
laws that discriminated against 
married women, denying them the 
right to hold property, or wages, 
or guardianship of their children.”
     “A prolific author whose works 
included Solitude of Self and The 
Woman’s Bible, Stanton once 
wrote that ‘The prolonged slavery 
of woman is the darkest page in 
human history.’”
     “In a lifelong partnership with 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Antho-
ny’s organizational skill and self-
less dedication built the women’s 
rights movement. The ballot, she 
became increasingly to believe, 
was the necessary foundation for 
all other advances. When she and 
Stanton published a newspaper, 
they called it The Revolution. Its 
motto was “Men their rights and 
nothing more; women their rights 
and nothing less.” In order to 
press a test case of her belief that 
women, as citizens, could not be 
denied the ballot, Anthony voted. 
She was tried, convicted and fined 
for voting illegally.”
     “For over thirty years she 
traveled the country almost cease-
lessly working for women’s rights. 
In 1906, her health failing, An-
thony addressed her last women’s 
suffrage convention. Although she 
sensed that the cause would not be 
won in her lifetime, she looked out 
across the assembled women and 
told them, ‘Failure is impossible.’”
     “Sojourner Truth was born 
a slave named Isabella in Ul-
ster County, New York. After 
slavery was finally abolished 
in New York, she found refuge 
with a Quaker family named Van 
Wagener and took their name. 
Isabella Van Wagener was caught 
up in the atmosphere of religious 

excitement then sweeping Ameri-
can Protestantism. She did mis-
sionary work among the poor of 
New York City and was associated 
briefly with a Christian commu-
nity headed by a dynamic leader 
who turned out to be a scoundrel. 
In 1843 she set out on her own 
as a traveling preacher. God, she 
said, had given her a new name: 
Sojourner Truth.”
     “As was common in that era, 
religious fervor led her into as-
sociation with reformers who 
hoped to create a better world. 
Tall, gaunt, and commanding, 
she lent her powerful talents as a 
speaker to the antislavery move-
ment. When she happened upon 
a women’s rights convention, she 
made that her cause as well. Illiter-
ate all her life, Truth spoke more 
often among whites than her own 
people. Her homely eloquence 
and native wit disarmed hostile 
crowds.”
     “At the Civil War’s end she 
worked as counselor to the newly 
freed slaves who gathered in 
Washington. Hoping to aid in 
their transition to freedom, she 
circulated a petition for public 
lands to be set aside in the West for 
a ‘Negro state.’ She continued to 
speak, proclaiming God’s love and 
the rights of the disadvantaged.”
     When November came around, 
more than 8 million American 
women had cast their vote in the 
presidential election, including 
many Black women. However, 
many others were prevented from 
voting by discriminatory laws, 
intimidation and other tactics. 
     Although the Amendment had 
long been heralded as the turning 
point for women’s voting rights in 
the USA, it did not affirmatively 
grant the vote to all women, or to 
even or to any particular women.  
The cites “the right of citizens 
of the United States to vote shall 
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ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Be supportive in order to avoid con-
frontations. There might be a prob-
lem with a will or with an insurance 
policy. Your lucky numbers are: 6,3,1 

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Try to be patient with their inability 
to accept your new beliefs. You 
should be looking into making 
changes around the house. Your 
lucky numbers are: 9,5,3 

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Listen, but don’t make any rash 
decisions. You need some help this 
week. Too many opportunities and 
too many changes going on. Your 
lucky numbers are: 1,4,7

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
You will be uncertain of your 
feelings. You should get involved 
with activities that can be enjoyed 
by both young and old alike. Your 
lucky numbers are: 3,6,8 

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
You may have some difficulties 
with someone you live with. Don’t 
let someone you work with put 
words in your mouth. Your lucky 
numbers are: 4,2,9

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Don’t take sides if you wish to re-
main on good terms with both par-
ties. Your partner may be reluctant 
to tell you how they feel. Your lucky 
numbers are: 9,3,5

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
It’s time to reevaluate your own mo-
tives and make changes to yourself 
first. Make plans to do something 
special with the one you love. Your 
lucky numbers are: 9,4,3

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Be sure to keep communication 
open with those you live with. 
Children or friends may try to talk 
you into lending them money. Your 
lucky numbers are: 7,1,8

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Think of joining a health club that 
will benefit your physical appear-
ance. Travel will promote romantic 
connections. Your lucky numbers 
are: 4,9,7 

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Get involved in activities that will 
be fun for the whole family. Don’t 
let other people meddle in your 
private affairs. Your lucky numbers 
are: 9,4,2
 
AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Your lover will be annoyed with 
your participation. Try to visit a 
country that excites you. You will 
have a little more energy than usual. 
lucky numbers are: 3,1,9

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You can get ahead if you work dili-
gently behind the scenes. Don’t let 
situations get out of control. Your 
lucky numbers are: 6,8,1

TRY AND FIND

Aquar ius
A z t e c
Bi r th
Ca st
Char t

Cr ab
Cusp
Dat e
Ear th
F i sh

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Breezes
6. Waste matter
11. Worship
12. Vacationist
15. Quake
16. Pees
17. Historic period
18. A long tapering flag
20. Actress Lupino
21. Gentle
23. Nile bird
24. Distant
25. Barbershop emblem
26. Small slender gull
27. Border
28. African antelope
29. Card with one symbol
30. Trough
31. Menaces
34. Small finch
36. New Zealand parrot
37. Found on most heads
41. ___ du jour = Meal of the day
42. A heavy open wagon
43. Feudal worker
44. Found on rotary phones
45. Lots
46. Platter
47. Autonomic nervous system
48. Disregard
51. Louse-to-be
52. Prisoner
54. Sexual desire
56. English blue cheese
57. Pee
58. Shoe stud
59. Silly mistake

DOWN
1. Soldier
2. Perfectly
3. French for “Name”
4. Let go
5. Arid
6. Exert vigorously
7. Metal money
8. Litter’s littlest
9. Genus of macaws
10. Lamentable
13. Unruffled
14. Russian emperor
15. Pace
16. Shatterproof
19. Daughter of a sibling
22. On the right
24. Shamed
26. Mountain pool
27. Barley bristle
30. Chair
32. Best seller
33. Breviloquent
34. Small piano
35. Stretchable
38. Laughable
39. Business executive
40. Odd-numbered page
42. Powerfully persuasive
44. Fathers
45. Columbus’s birthplace
48. Anagram of “Tine”
49. Association
50. Novice
53. Entire
55. Container

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

I N T H E STA R S

Fut u re
G em i n i
G oat
Gu ide
Month

Mot ion
Nept u ne
Pa s t
P i sc e s
Un i ver se

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com Click on PUZZLES...

“Try And Find”

●    German chocolate cake is 
named after a guy named Sam 
German, not the country.
●    Almost as many people were 
killed by guillotine in Nazi Ger-
many as in the French Revolution.
●    The creature that kills the most 
people every year isn’t snakes, 
sharks, or even other humans — 
it’s the mosquito.
●    The Sun City Poms is a cheer-
leading squad in Arizona that only 
people 55 or older can join.
●    “What in tarnation?” is literally 
just another way of saying, “What 
the hell?”
●    Chainsaws, the horror-movie 
murder weapon of choice, were 
invented for aid in childbirth 😊.
●    There’s an island in Japan you 
can visit that’s inhabited only by 
friendly bunnies.
●    There are actually more public 
libraries in the US than McDon-
ald’s.
●    The last letter added to the 
English alphabet wasn’t Z — it 
was the letter J.
●    In 1518, a “dancing plague” 
took over the town of Strasbourg, 
France.
●    People wore fake moles (or 
“beauty patches”) made of velvet, 
silk, or mouse skin in the 18th 
century as a fashion statement.
●    Before the invention of color 
TV, 75% of people said they 
dreamed in black and white. To-
day, only 12% do.
●    A female architecture student 
prevented a Manhattan skyscraper 
from collapsing in the 1970s when 
she caught a massive design flaw.
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WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

Meng Hosts And Participates in Democratic National 
Convention Events

     Congresswoman Grace Meng 
(D-NY), Vice Chair of the Demo-
cratic National Committee (DNC), 
hosted and participated in several 
Democratic National Convention 
events last week. 
     Meng was the special guest 
speaker at the convention kick-off 
held by Eleanor’s Legacy, and she 
introduced Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
(D-CA) during the DNC Women’s 
Caucus event.
     The Congresswoman, who 
serves as Chair of ASPIRE, the po-
litical arm of Asian American and 
Pacific Islander (AAPI) Members 
of Congress, also hosted “AAPI 
Trailblazers,” a panel discussion 
with ASPIRE endorsed candidates 
that featured Congressmembers 
Judy Chu (D-CA) and Andy Kim 
(D-NJ). 
Meng also spoke at DNC AAPI 
Caucus meetings where she talked 
about combating COVID-19, and 
the importance of immigration re-
form and a complete and accurate 
census count. 
     In addition, she took part in 
an Asian American charity fund-
raiser for Milwaukee; joined Asian 
American Biden watch parties 

Congresswoman Meng on Thursday night participating 
in the AAPI Biden pre -convention watch party.

(including during Biden’s speech 
last night); and addressed the New 
York, Massachusetts, Hawaii, and 
Guam delegations.
     “With the Democratic Na-
tional Convention now behind 
us, Queens and the rest of New 
York State are ready to help elect 
Joe Biden as the next President 

of the United States,” said Meng. 
“He and his running mate Kamala 
Harris will work tirelessly for 
the nation, and I cannot wait to 
partner with them to tackle the 
many important issues facing our 
country. The stakes in this election 
cannot be higher. We must put Joe 
Biden in the White House.”

Council Member Adrienne Adams Leads Community 
Cleanup Effort

     On August 22nd Council Mem-
ber Adrienne Adams enlisted 
community-based organizations 
and resident volunteers to join 
in a community cleanup effort 
on heavily trafficked corridors 
across District 28. Unfortunately, 
there has been increased litter on 
streets and sidewalks across the 
city. Operating in small groups 
volunteers spent hours cleaning 
and beautifying streets in Rich-
mond Hill, South Ozone Park and 
Jamaica.
     Local community groups 
participating in the beautifica-
tion effort include: South Queens 
Women’s March, Phi Beta Sig-
ma Fraternity, Inc., South East 
Queens Cleanup Initiative and 
Hood Love.
     “Sanitation is critical to the 
health and safety of our com-
munities and we each have a role 
to play,” said Council Member 
Adrienne Adams. “While we 
worked to clean up trash, this 
event was also an opportunity to 
raise awareness about the impor-
tance of keeping our community 
clean. We must continue to work 
together to maintain a beautiful 
district that we are proud to call 
our home. I am grateful for all 
of our community partners and 
volunteers for their commitment 
to District 28.”
     “South Queens Women’s 
March is honored to join hands 
with Council Member Adams 
and several community-based 
organizations to clean up areas 
in Distr ict 28,” said Aminta 
Kilawan-Narine, Founder & Ex-
ecutive Director, South Queens 
Women’s March. “Our organiza-
tion, which seeks to bring South 
Queens women and gender non-
conforming individuals together 
to promote equity and empower-

ment, was founded right before 
the pandemic. We have since 
been responding to the needs of 
our community; promoting well-
ness, curbing food insecurity and 
period poverty, and supporting 
healthy relationships. Service 
has become a core component of 
our movement. During this crisis, 
we have seen increased litter on 
the streets of our neighborhoods 
and we are proud to have a team 
of dedicated volunteers who are 
stepping up to beautify District 
28.”
     “The way that our community 
is being maintained is absolutely 
disgraceful,” “Our streets are 
being disregarded and the people 
of Queens are feeling frustrated,” 
said Kuturie Rouse, Member 
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, 
Gamma Rho Sigma Chapter, 
Social Action Committee. “There 
is absolutely no way that we can 
just sit back and ignore the need 
for a clean community. These are 
our streets. We thank Council 
Member Adams and her staff 
for inviting us to join them in 
this community clean up and are 
looking forward to really making 
a difference.”

     “South East Queens Cleanup’s 
mission is to let each member of 
the community know that they 
matter and every little bit counts 
in adding to the beautification 
of South East Queens,” said DJ 
Nett, South East Queens Cleanup 
Founder. “From picking up litter 
in the local parks, to planting a 
new garden or painting a mural 
to cover up graffiti, our motto 
is ‘DO YOUR PART’. When 
each member of the community 
does their part, we are one step 
closer to our collective goal. 
SEQCLEANUP thanks the local 
elected officials who see the ini-
tiative we started and have been 
very supportive. We salute you!” 
     Council Member Adrienne 
Adams represents City Council’s 
28th District, which includes 
the Queens neighborhoods of 
Jamaica, Richmond Hill, Roch-
dale Village and South Ozone 
Park. She serves as Chair of the 
Subcommittee on Landmarks, 
Public Siting and Dispositions 
and sits on the Civil Service and 
Labor; Finance; Land Use; Parks 
and Recreation; Public Safety and 
Rules, Privileges and Elections 
Committees.
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     Recently, Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-South 
Queens), urged PSEG Long Island 
(“PSEG”) in a letter to announce 
a plan or provide a protocol for 
immediate reimbursement for 
her constituents- residents and 
businesses- who were left without 
power following Tropical Storm 
Isaias. Pheffer Amato stated in 
her letter that many residents and 
businesses lost hundreds if not 
thousands of dollars in perish-
able food and medication due to 
PSEG’s failures of informing them 
when the power would return. 
     “Let’s not forget, PSEG is a 
corporation, and they have failed 
their customers immeasurably 
without offering any type of finan-
cial assistance or reimbursement,” 
Pheffer Amato said. “They must 
remain accountable not only to 

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato 
Pushes PSEG to Reimburse Ratepayers 

Following Tropical Storm Isaias
the State government but to the 
ratepayers- my constituents- who 
were left without power and 
received inaccurate information 
for days.” 
     Pheffer Amato further stated 
in the letter that the widespread 
communication failures by PSEG 
left many of her constituents in the 
dark, without accountable answers 
and estimated time of returns 
(ETR), leaving them without vital 
information needed to make deci-
sions for the health, safety, and 
welfare of their families. 
     As a result of the letter, PSEG 
has since announced that it will 
reimburse customers for spoiled 
food and medicine, if they suf-
fered outages of 72 hours or more, 
from Tropical Storm Isaias. PSEG 
will reimburse residential custom-
ers up to $250 and commercial 
customers up to $5,000 for food 
spoilage if their service was in-
terrupted for 72 hours or longer 
between Aug. 4, and Aug. 12, 
2020 because of Tropical Storm 
Isaias. Customers can apply for 
reimbursement at www.psegliny.
com/claims until Sept. 16, 2020 
to file claims. Please note that the 
reimbursement claims cannot be 
processed over the phone.

DA Katz Celebrating Korean Independence

     Queens District Attorney 
participated in the first annual Ko-
rean Independence Day celebra-
tion ceremony, hosted by Queens 
Borough President Sharon Lee and 
Korean American Association of 
Greater New York.
     The ceremony marked a sig-
nificant new step in highlighting 
the incredibly rich culture and 
history of Korean Americans in 
this country.

NY MTA Offers 10K Bounty For Subway Window Smasher
By Joseph M. Calisi 

     With the recent lawlessness 
attacking New York City, a new 
target has emerged – the New York 
City Transit subway cars. Win-
dows of entire trains have been 
broken over the last several weeks. 
The cash strapped agency is so 
enraged about this that they’ve of-
fered a 10 thousand dollar reward 
for the capture and arrest of the 
individual.
     The total bounty is for $12,500 
when the NYPD amount is added 
in.
     The window-breaking spree 
began on May 8th with a total of 
70 window-breaking incidents on 
subway trains with a great many 
of them on the IRT #7 Flushing 
line’s R-188 cars.
     NYPD Transit Chief Edward 
Delatorre emphasized the public 
needed to be aware and to report 

who is performing the damage 
also noting that someone had to 
see this in progress. He added he 
wanted to see the vandalism ended 
soon and help cops catch the serial 
window smasher.
     The window-breakage issue 

is so bad that NYCT’s window 
reserve has been depleted and 
replacements are costly. Trains 
with broken subway windows on 
subway cars cannot be used in 
operation because it is an inherent 
safety issue.

Vallone Secures Funding For Cleaner Streets in 
Northeast Queens

     In response to substantial cuts 
to the Department of Sanitation’s 
(DSNY) operating budget in 
this year’s challenging citywide 
budget, Council Member Paul A. 
Vallone has secured and desig-
nated $71,000 through the New 
York City Council’s Clean Up 
NYC Initiative to fund additional 
garbage pickups in both QE7 and 
11, which cover neighborhoods in 
Northeast Queens including Au-
burndale, Bayside, College Point, 
Douglaston, Flushing, Little Neck 
and Whitestone. 
     With this allocation, QE7 will 
see an additional trash bin pickup 
service on Sundays, while QE11 
will see pickups on one additional 
weekday, for 30 weeks. These in-
creased services began on Sunday, 
August 23, and are in addition to 
each garage’s regularly scheduled 
pickups, which were scaled back 
due to agency-wide cuts. 
     Facing the impacts of the 
COVID-19 crisis and a $9 bil-
lion budget shortfall, every city 
agency was forced to implement 
cuts this past June. As a result, 
the Department of Sanitation was 
forced to eliminate $106 million 
from their operating budget and 
subsequently reduce their level 
of services. Vallone secured this 

CM Vallone Allocates $71,000 to 
Offset Gaps in DSNY Funding 
for Trash Bin Pickups

Assemblywoman Pheffer Amato Attends 
‘Together We Rise’ Event

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway 
Beach), facilitated and attended 
the ‘Together We Rise’ event 
hosted by the Far Rockaway Colts, 
a flag football team funded by the 
NYPD Neighborhood Community 
Schools Initiative (NCSI).  The 
NCSI program works in conjunc-
tion with the NYPD and the NYC 
Department of Education (DOE) 
wherein DOE recommends stu-
dents to work and be mentored 
by NYPD Officers. The program 
began three years ago in Pheffer 
Amato’s district and has been 
hugely successful in helping 
troubled students get on a better 
path both in school and in their so-
cial lives. The ‘Together We Rise’ 
event served as an opportunity for 
Rockaway’s youth and the office 
to come together to speak to one 

another and have a real discussion 
on how to move forward, together. 
Pheffer Amato attended the event 
and donated food.  
     “The NCSI program offers a 
tremendous resource to families 
and children within my district 
who are struggling, and I com-
mend the NYPD for their work in 
strengthening community ties,” 
Pheffer Amato said. “Programs 
like this are so vital in foster-
ing trust between our youngest 
members of society and the police 
and I am proud to support any op-
portunity to build those bridges 
especially at the ‘Together We 
Rise’ event this past week! I want 
to thank Detective Blanc, Sergeant 
Bowen, Lieutenant Moody, and 
all of the officers from the 101st 
Precinct who volunteer their time 
to help these families.”

Facebook.com/Queenstimes
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(Aug. 28 to Sept. 3)

ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

     Queens questions the status 
quo. It’s back-to-school week, but 
the borough abounds with drive-in 
movies and dance routines. Live 
music, taped music, radio tales, 
nature, and SPAM are also on the 
virtual and IRL menus.
●    Aug. 28, Folklórico Friday: 
Yucatán, 7 pm. Calpulli Mexican 
Dance Company kicks off a series 
with Yucatán and its traditions. 
Watch the troupe perform “Ko’osh 
Ko’osh La Fiesta del Pueblo” from 
Boda Mexicana.
●    Aug. 28, Landfall, 7:30 pm. 
Drive in for this documentary that 
offers glimpses of life in Puerto 
Rico right after Hurricane María 
in 2017. Parking lot at New York 
Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
●    Aug. 29, X Plus One: The 
Improvised 1940s Sci-Fi Radio 
Show, 3 pm. Queens Theatre 
spins a yarn about heroes fighting 
bravely against atomic saucers, 
ray guns, and metal men. The 
cast features David Armstrong as 
Spence West, Geoff Grimwood as 
Spanky Miller, Austin Sanders as 
Duck McWinn, Rachel Scherer as 
Mabel Wingate, and Libby Zam-
brano as Rose Royce.
●    Aug. 29, Vocals, Violin, Uku-
lele, 4 pm. Friends of Maple Grove 
streams a concert and Q&A with 
the performer, Ron Sharpe. The 
show honors permanent resident 
Robert John Gunstone, a musi-
cian who died at age 21 in a 1996 
car accident. At the time, he was 
working for Remington Rand and 
had just been inducted into the 
service.

●    Aug. 29, Queensboro Dance 
Festival Never Ends, 6 pm. QDF 
streams live performances by 
Queens-based troupes in LIC. 
Here’s the tentative lineup: Cole 
Collective (Astoria); Flamenco 
Latino (Jackson Heights); Greek 
American Folklore Society (Asto-
ria); NK&D/a movement company 
(Astoria); and Urvashie Kissoon 
(Forest Hills).
●    Aug. 29, Transformers, 8:45 
pm. Watch this 2007 film about a 
teen who helps alien robots defend 
Earth from invading enemies as 
part of the Movies In Your Car 
series at York College Milton G. 
Bassin Performing Arts Center, 
94-45 Guy R. Brewer Blvd.
●    Aug. 29, Shottas, 10:30 pm. 
Watch this 2002 movie about 
drugs, extortion, friendship, and 
going to a new country as part of 
the Movies In Your Car series at 
York College Milton G. Bassin 
Performing Arts Center, 94-45 
Guy R. Brewer Blvd.
●    Aug. 30, 2001: A Space Od-
yssey, 7:30 pm. Drive in for this 
Oscar-winning Stanley Kubric 
sci-fi film from 1968. There’s an 
intermission. Parking lot at New 
York Hall of Science, 47-01 111th 
St., Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park.
●    Aug. 31, Healthy Back to 
School, 2 pm. NYC Health + Hos-
pitals Doctors Thaina Rousseau-
Pierre (Adolescent Health), Pilar 
Gonzalez (Pediatrics), and Arthur 
Abright (Adolescent and Child 
Psychiatry) discuss how to get 
children ready for school.
●    Sept. 1, Egypt Meets Haiti, 7 

pm. Flushing Town Hall’s rerun of 
the 2018 Global Mashup continues 
with Zikrayat, which specializes 
in pan-Arabic music, and Agoci 
Band, which fuses hip-hop, roots, 
and calypso flavors with heavy 
Haitian influences.
●    Sept. 2, Chacarera Argentina, 
6:30 pm. Calpulli Mexican Dance 
Company’s José Rojas teaches 
Chacarera, a folkloric dance from 
rural Argentina, as part of the 
ongoing Folklórico Friday series.
●    Sept. 2, The Lunchbox, 7:30 
pm. Drive in for this delicate 
romance set in Mumbai. Late In-
dian icon Irrfan Khan is the star. 
Parking lot at New York Hall of 
Science, 47-01 111th St., Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.
●    Sept. 2, Specially Processed 
American Me, 8 pm. Jaime Sun-
woo offers a surreal autobiograph-
ical performance with a talkback 
session. Watch as she uses SPAM 
(the canned meat) as a portal into 
her Asian American upbringing 
and her family’s Korean War 
experiences.
●    Sept. 3, Do the Right Thing, 
6:30 pm. Drive in for this Spike 
Lee joint about race relations and a 
Bed-Stuy pizzeria on an extremely 
hot day. Parking lot at New York 
Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
●    Sept. 3, Science in the Natural 
World, Sept. 24. Aimed at students 
in f irst-through-third grades, 
these live virtual sessions include 
animal guests, simple science 
demos, games, lessons, and an 
at-home nature challenge. Every 
Thursday at 3:30 pm.

Business Classes, Consultations, 
M/WBE Assistance, Networking

     Aiming to help entrepreneurs, 
established business owners, 
home improvement contractors, 
minorities, immigrants, women, 
and others during a diff icult 
time, the Queens Economic De-
velopment Corporation proudly 
announces its lineup of online 
programs and services for the 
second half of 2020.
     First of all, QEDC has part-
nered with Astorian — a local 
tech startup that allows building 
managers to get bids from quali-
fied contractors and post needed 
repairs online — to launch a 
10-hour Home Improvement 
Contractor Training. Led by an 
experienced teacher, the virtual 
course prepares participants to 
take the NYC Department of 
Consumer Affairs l icensing 
exam. The course informs on 
such topics as permits, licens-
ing, development, liability, pro-
curement, and access to capital. 
Upon obtaining a license, HICT 
graduates will be able to use 
Astorian’s platform to promote 
their businesses, build relation-
ships, and get connected to jobs.
     HICT consists of two five-
hour classes — Oct. 3 and Oct. 
4 — that start at 9 am. Tuition 
is $199.

     Second, the Entrepreneur-
ship Assistance Center offers a 
20-class, 60-hour course on how 
to create a business and earn 
revenue. Aimed at aspiring and 
existing small business owners, 
participants learn about target 
markets, get validation for their 
ideas, and use data to create 
feasible business plans. EAC 
also offers a network of profes-
sionals willing to offer technical 
assistance to solve individual 
financial, technology, and legal 
problems. 
     All 20 classes will stream at a 
twice-a-week clip from October 
to December. For more informa-
tion, contact Bhavna Punjwani 
at bpunjwani@queensny.org.
     Plus, QEDC is currently 
working with sponsoring part-
ners Queens Public Library and 
Resorts World Casino New York 
City on a virtual format for the 
14th annual Queens StartUP! 
Business Plan Competition. The 
online classes are currently be-
ing scheduled, so send an email 
to in fo@queensny.org with 
“Queens StartUP” in the subject 
headline to receive details as 
they develop. (EAC participants 
can enter the StartUP! competi-
tion.)
     Furthermore, QEDC contin-
ues offering M/WBE certifica-
t ion. Women and minorit ies 

who have been in business for 
at least a year can obtain a spe-
cial designation that would give 
them priority for government 
contracts. Online class will take 
place on the third Thursday of 
each month. For more informa-
tion, contact Ricardi Calixte at 
rc@queensny.org.
     Along the same lines, the 
Queens Women’s Business Cen-
ter continues to help woman 
start and improve their compa-
nies. Andrea Ormeño provides 
one-on-one counseling and pres-
ents workshops and networking 
oppor tunit ies, including the 
periodical Power Networking 
Breakfast, which usually at-
tracts about 50 female entrepre-
neurs. Contact her at aormeno@
queensny.org.
     MadeInQueens (aka MiQ) 
cont inues to promote local  
makers and manufactu rers , 
sharing their stories, and pro-
viding opportunities for new 
and existing businesses to grow 
and f lourish. The MiQ contact 
is Michael Gillen at mgillen@
queensny.org.
     Finally, online and telephone 
counseling is available, and 
QEDC’s website (queensny.org) 
has resource documents and a 
video library with all the we-
binars related to the two recent 
ReBoot & ReStart programs.

QEDC Announces 2020 Fall Online Programs
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     Congresswoman Carolyn B. 
Maloney (D-NY) recently was 
joined by New York Representa-
tives Max Rose, Kathleen M. 
Rice, Thomas R. Suozzi, Adriano 
Espaillat, José E. Serrano, Eliot L. 
Engel, and Sean Patrick Maloney 
in voicing concerns about the “City 
University of New York (CUNY) 
administration’s decision not to re-
new the contract of approximately 
2,800 members of its faculty for 
instruction during the upcoming 
fall semester.” 
     In their letter, the lawmakers 
state, “The livelihoods and health 
of CUNY employees are at stake, 
but equally at risk is educational 
quality for the students. Most of 
the laid-off employees were ad-
junct faculty who were collectively 
responsible for teaching thousands 
of courses each term. Without 
those faculty members, courses 
will either see their class sizes 
increase dramatically or be cut 

Maloney Leads NYS Colleagues Calling on CUNY to 
Reverse Decision to Layoff Nearly 3,000 Employees

entirely. Either of these outcomes 
imperils students’ education at a 
time when so many students are 
already struggling to overcome the 
challenges of distance learning and 
virtual courses. CUNY enrollment 
projections so far indicate a small 
decline for the fall, but a significant 
increase for this summer, accord-
ing to testimony from Chancellor 
Matos Rodríguez on July 28, 2020. 
Fall figures may still rise. With new 
research suggesting that distance-
learning classes should have no 
more than 12 students[1], we are 
alarmed to see that CUNY ap-
pears to be moving in the opposite 
direction.”
     The Members implore Chan-
cellor Félix V. Matos Rodríguez 
and Chairperson of the Board of 
Trustees William C. Thompson, Jr. 
to “[maintain] worker employment 
and health insurance to the greatest 
extent possible in these precarious 
times,” citing the $118 million in 

emergency financial aid for CUNY 
students and an additional $132 
million in institutional support for 
CUNY colleges secured through 
the CARES Act.
     “On behalf of the faculty and 
professional staff, I want to thank 
Representative Carolyn Maloney, 
as well as Representatives Eliot 
Engel, Adriano Espaillat, Sean Pat-
rick Maloney, Kathleen Rice, Max 
Rose, José Serrano and Thomas 
Suozzi, for supporting our union’s 
fight to restore the jobs and health 
insurance of the adjunct work-
ers who were laid off by CUNY. 
New Yorkers can be proud that 
our representatives are standing 
up for a strong and fully staffed 
public university and are holding 
college administrators accountable 
for using the institutional CARES 
Act funding, as intended, to protect 
the quality of a CUNY education,” 
said Barbara Bowen, President of 
the Professional Staff Congress.

MTA Awards Contracts to 29 Minority-and-Women-Owned 
IT Companies Continuing to Rank First of All NYS Agencies

Majority of Companies Based in New York State 
Legislation Allows MTA to Award Record Number of Contracts to NYS Certified  

Minority-and-Women-Owned Businesses 

     The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (MTA) has 
announced that it has awarded 
contracts to 29 New York State 
certified Minority-and-Women-
Owned Businesses (MWBE) 
within the Information Tech-
nology (IT) Sector. Of the 29 
MWBEs, 20 are based inside New 
York State, including 11 from 
New York City. The 29 MWBE 
certified vendors were chosen for 
their broad range of expertise in 
the IT sector.
     Out of 97 New York State 
agencies and public authorities, 
the MTA ranks number one in 
dollars paid to New York City-
certified MWBEs — paying $736 
million to these businesses during 
the 2018-2019 fiscal year. This 
represents nearly 30 percent of all 
State-issued contracts.
     “As the largest transportation 
network in North America it is 
important that we expand con-
tract opportunities for our pool 
of minority and women entrepre-
neurs,” said MTA Chief Diversity 
& Inclusion Officer Michael J. 
Garner. “As we invest in our 
region’s infrastructure we must 
also invest in these often-excluded 
diverse entrepreneurs. Access to 
government contracts ensures 
job creation, home ownership, 
better educational opportunities, 
improved health care options and 
other economic development ben-
efits within these communities. 

New York State legislators have 
supported our diversity efforts 
and we are now demonstrating 
vastly improved diversity results. 
Through the State’s MWBE pro-
gram we have created a larger pool 
of diverse qualified businesses 
who can now compete, win and 
complete our projects, safely, 
timely and within budget.”
     “We are reaching our goal of 
having a substantial amount of 
goods and services come from 
minority-and-women-owned busi-
nesses and I couldn’t be prouder 
of my team and Mike Garner 
and his staff,” said MTA Chief 
Procurement Officer Kuvershen 
Ayer. “The IT sector is just one of 
many where we will be looking 
at a more diverse pool of quality 
talent to advance the operations 
of the MTA.”
     In total approximately $118 
million in contracts were awarded. 
This robust amount of contract-
ing is a result of changes to the 
allowable size of assignments to 
the firms, with the maximum ris-
ing to $1 million from $400,000. 
The assignment size increase to a 
maximum of $1 million is a result 
of legislative reforms that give the 
MTA program more flexibility, 
and allow it to award the largest 
MWBE assignments of 97 New 
York State Agencies and Public 
Authorities.
     These IT assignments are the 
result of a contract that was origi-

nally awarded in 2016. The MTA 
is working to extend the contract 
past current scheduled expiration 
in February 2021 by another two 
years.
     The MTA has the ability to 
solicit pricing from three NYS-
certified MWBEs and expedite the 
award process without requesting 
proposals from a broader pool of 
competing bids since the pricing 
was aligned with previous awards.  
As a result, the MTA proactively 
issued three separate Discretion-
ary RFPs in the sectors of Informa-
tion Technology, Architecture and 
Engineering, and Legal Services.  
     Vendors have been awarded at 
least one IT assignment, but the 
majority of firms have received 
multiple assignments. Two of the 
firms -- QED National, an NYS-
certified WBE who received 64 
assignments totaling $12.4 mil-
lion and Capstone Strategy Group 
LLC, an NYS-certified MBE, who 
received 33 assignments totaling 
$6.1 million -- have been strong 
voices for the MWBE community, 
working with elected officials to 
get further legislation passed to 
increase diversity thresholds.
     Capstone Strategies served the 
MTA’s six agencies as a business 
transformation advisor focusing 
on Process Improvement, System 
Integration and Robotic Process 
Automation (RPA) for Public 

funding allocation to offset the 
funding gap in Northeast Queens 
and ensure cleaner streets in our 
neighborhoods. 
     “As we continue to face the on-
going impact of COVID-19, public 
health remains top priority, and 
this allocation will serve to keep 
our streets clean and our neighbor-
hoods safe,” said Council Member 
Paul Vallone. “Increased trash bin 
pickups, particularly around our 
busy commercial corridors, will 

Vallone Secures Funding For Cleaner 
Streets in Northeast Queens

help ensure safety and sustained 
quality of life for all those living, 
commuting, and doing business in 
Northeast Queens.”
     “CB 11 is being hit hard by bud-
get cuts across our agencies and all 
City Services as a result of the tax 
revenue lost during the pandemic,” 
said Joseph Marziliano, District 
Manager of Community Board 11. 
“We are so thankful to see Council-
man Vallone taking the initiative to 
step in and keep up the quality of 
life and sanitation we have come to 
enjoy in Northeast Queens.”

A Day in The Country With Vincent 
Van Gogh And Craft Beer

     Queens County Farm Museum 
is about to launch September Sun-
days, a string of outdoor events 
featuring children’s activities, 
venue-inspired beer, live bluegrass 
music, and Vincent van Gogh. Yes, 
Vincent van Gogh.
     The Dutch artist is known for 
cutting off his left ear after heated 
arguments with French Post-Im-
pressionist artist Paul Gauguin 
in the late 19th century, but he 
also painted a series of exquisite 
sunflowers in vases with three 

shades of yellow during this time. 
(He actually gave two paintings to 
Gauguin.)
     A van Gogh-inspired sunflower 
is about to emerge inside Queens 
Farm’s three-acre Amazing Maize 
Maze, thanks to some impressive 
engineering and a sponsorship by 
Con Edison. Those who venture 
inside will have to find their way 
through the labyrinth to Victory 
Bridge where the sunflower vista 

not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any state on 
account of sex.”
     In other words, after its ratifica-
tion, states were no longer allowed 
to keep people from the polls just 
because they were women. But of-
ficials who wanted to stop people 
from voting had plenty of other 
tools with which to do so.
     Many Asian American women, 
along with Latina women and 
Indigenous women had not at-
tained citizenship by 1920, thus 
they did not qualify to vote in 
the first place. So, when it boiled 
down to it, the 19th Amendment 
was essentially for one group of 
women and one group only - white 
women.
     White suffragists such as 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton may have 
fought for the equality of women, 
in its practice, it was somewhat 
meant to include women like 
themselves. Therefore, despite all 
of the celebration around the 19th 
Amendment, millions of women 
around the country were still pre-
vented from voting in 1920. Yes, 
the racist laws and practices that 
kept them from the ballot box took 
decades to undo and still exist to 
this very day.
     The unveiling in Central Park 
was scheduled to be broadcast 

online at 8am as the actual un-
veiling occurred at 8:45 am by 
the sculptor, Meredith Bregmann.  
This herstoric event featured 
Monumental Women’s President 
Pam Elam; NYC Parks Commis-
sioner Mitchell Silver; Manhattan 
Borough President Gale Brewer; 
excerpts of actors Meryl Streep, 
Viola Davis, Jane Alexander, Rita 
Moreno, Zoe Saldana, America 
Ferrara voicing Anthony, Stanton 
and Truth; remarks from descen-
dants of Suffragists; women’s 
rights leaders; historians; and 
youth activists.  U.S. Senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand, Congress-
woman Carolyn Maloney, Lt. 
Governor Kathy Hochul and 
Senator Hilary Rodney Clinton 
all spoke.  Regina Wilson sang 
American the Beautiful replac-
ing the word “brotherhood” with 
“sisterhood.”     The event was not 
open to the public due to Covid-19 
gathering limitations. You can 
view the ceremony as it streamed 
live at 7:45 am on August 26 by 
going to their website of https://
monumentalwomen.org, Face-
book, or YouTube.  
     Current statues of women in 
New York City are: Joan of Arc, 
in Riverside Park; Swing Low: 
Harriet Tubman Memorial in Har-
lem; Eleanor Roosevelt Memorial 
in Riverside Park; and Gertrude 
Stein Statue at Bryant Park.

Women’s Equality Day Will  
Produce a Monumental Change

     Congresswoman Carolyn 
B. Maloney (NY-12) joined the 
Monumental Women organiza-
tion, former Secretary of State 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, Lieu-
tenant Governor Kathy Hochul, 
Manhattan Borough President 
Gale Brewer, and other women’s 
rights activists for the unveiling 
of the Women’s Rights Pioneers 
Monument on Central Park’s 
Literary Walk. The monument 

Rep. Maloney Joins Elected Officials and Activists to Unveil 
Women’s Rights Pioneers Monument in Central Park

of Sojourner Truth, Susan B. An-
thony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
is the first statue in Central Park 
depicting non-fictional female fig-
ures. The Congresswoman issued 
the following following statement 
to commemorate the historic day,
     “I am honored to stand here 
today in Central Park on Women’s 
Equality Day as three trailblaz-
ing women will be forever ce-
mented into the fabric of our city. 

Women’s equality starts with 
representation. While the path 
towards equality is a long one, we 
cannot forget the women whose 
shoulders we stand on; Sojourner 
Truth, Susan B. Anthony and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and the 
countless others who risked their 
lives, protested, and were arrested 
all for gender equity. This statue 
serves as a constant reminder for 
all of us to continue the fight.”
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Lawsuit Follows Similar Suit 
Against OCC Last Month
 
     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James has filed the second 
lawsuit in the past month to stop 
the Trump Administration from 
giving predatory lenders the abili-
ty to take advantage of consumers 
by charging high interest rates on 
loans and bypassing state interest 
rate caps — or usury laws — that 
are already in place. Today’s 
lawsuit, filed against the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation 
(FDIC), seeks to stop the agency’s 
attempts to help predatory lenders 
circumvent and evade New York’s 
vigorous consumer protection 
efforts, and follows a similar 
suit filed last month, against the 
Office of the Comptroller of the 
Currency (OCC). Attorney Gen-
eral James is today co-leading 
a coalition of eight attorneys 
general from around the nation in 
filing the suit, which seeks to stop 
a Trump Administration rule that 
would allow the federal govern-
ment to preempt state usury laws 
and allow third-party entities to 
prey on vulnerable New Yorkers.
     “The FDIC was created to 
protect consumers, but the Trump 
Administration is trying to turn 
this agency into just another av-
enue by which big banks pad their 
profit margins,” said Attorney 
General James. “Time and time 
again, this administration has 
gone to bat for predatory payday 

Attorney General James Sues Trump Administration Over 
Rule That  Would Allow Predatory Lenders to Target  

Vulnerable New Yorkers

lenders and has been persistent in 
its attempts to eviscerate rules de-
signed to protect consumers from 
falling into vicious debt cycles. 
No longer. We will continue to 
fight these pernicious efforts. We 
are putting the country’s banks 
on notice that these sham rent-a-
bank schemes are not welcome in 
New York.”
     Under the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Act (FDIA), state-
chartered banks that are insured 
and supervised by the FDIC are 
permitted to charge interest on 
loans at the maximum rate per-
mitted by their “home” state, even 
when doing business in states 
where those interest rates would 
violate state usury laws. The abil-
ity to preempt state usury laws in 
this way is a privilege granted to 
FDIC-supervised banks because 
they are subject to extensive 
federal regulation and oversight. 
This privilege is extremely valu-
able to FDIC-supervised banks 
because it permits them to lend 
money at rates that far exceed 
the rates allowed by most states 
in which they do business. While 
federal law provides a carve-
out from state usury laws for 
federally-regulated banks, state 
law continues to protect residents 
from predatory lending by non-
banks, such as payday, auto title, 
and installment lenders. Congress 
has not extended this carve-out 
to non-bank entities precisely 
because they are not subject to the 

extensive federal oversight and 
regulation that banks are required 
to submit to and comply with. 
     Despite the protections that 
have been in place for decades, 
the FDIC rule that is the subject 
of today’s lawsuit would extend 
the FDIA exemption for federally-
regulated banks to non-bank 
debt buyers or assignees, such 
as payday lenders or any other 
entity that purchases debt from a 
national bank. The rule seeks to 
achieve this result by recasting 
FDIA preemption as a commod-
ity that can be sold to the highest 
bidder, and by codifying a base-
less doctrine conjured up by the 
financial services industry in the 
wake of an unfavorable ruling in 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Second Circuit. 
     In the lawsuit filed today, At-
torney General James and the co-
alition of attorneys general ask the 
court to declare the rule unlawful 
and to set it aside — arguing that 
the FDIC has exceeded its author-
ity under the FDIA, in violation 
of the Administrative Procedure 
Act. Further, Congress has repeat-
edly rejected legislative attempts 
to expand federal preemption to 
non-banks, further undermining 
the FDIC’s attempt to rewrite fed-
eral law to suit its extreme policy 
preferences.
     In February, Attorney General 
James co-led a bipartisan coali-

Service agencies. They provided 
Oracle developers, systems ana-
lysts, project managers and data-
base administrators supporting 
multiple system implementations 
at the MTA. The various critical 
projects included the centralized 
train scheduling system project 
and the managed print service 
program.  
     QED National has served the 
MTA for almost ten years pro-
viding subject matter experts in 
cybersecurity, cloud migrations, 
network architecture, as well as 
web and mobile applications. 
Their programmers, IT security 
consultants, system analysts and 
other service providers helped ad-
vance many of the MTA’s critical 
programs. 
     “Working with the MTA has 
been both a privilege and an op-
portunity,” said Dwight McLeod, 
CEO, Capstone Strategy Group.  
“The privilege has come from 
working with a professional staff 
that held us to consistent standards 
of excellence as we worked to 
make the MTA better. Working 
with an organization the size of 
the MTA provided us with greater 
visibility and the chance to provide 
resources in key areas to support 
MTA technology transformation 
efforts. We have gained greater 
exposure and subsequent opportu-

nities with many organizations in 
NYC and New York State, allow-
ing us to showcase our strengths 
and the Business Transformation 
skills we utilize in our core busi-
ness.”
     “The MTA’s focus on Minority 
and Women Owned Businesses 
has clearly made a difference,” said 
Colleen Molter, President, QED 
National. “Through the strong 
leadership of Michael Garner, 
the implementation of the $1M 
discretionary threshold, consistent 
community outreach and strong 
compliance monitoring, the MTA 
achieved the Governor’s full 30% 
spend goal on these assignments. 
The MTA’s MWBE program has 
not only empowered MWBE firms 
to grow their businesses, but also 
enabled the MTA to sustain its rep-
utation as a leading transportation 
provider known across the world.” 
     Since March when the COVID 
pandemic began, the MTA has 
awarded $73.1 million in contracts 
to more than 26 NYS-certified and 
MTA-certified minority-owned 
and women-owned business en-
terprises to supply the necessary 
equipment, supplies and profes-
sional services needed to respond 
to the virus. 
   To learn more about the MTA’s 
MWBE Program, Visit: https://
new.mta.info/doing-business-with-
us/opportunities-for-certified-M-
WBE-DBE-SDVOB

MTA Awards Contracts to 29 Minority 
And Women-Owned IT Companies . . . 

(Continued from page 9)

the deadlines, but ballots will be 
mailed out beginning on or about 
September 18, 2020. (PLEASE 
BE AWARE THAT DESPITE 
THE ABOVE DEADLINES THE 
POST OFFICE HAS ADVISED 
THAT THEY CANNOT GUAR-
ANTEE TIMELY DELIVERY 
OF BALLOTS APPLIED FOR 
LESS THAN 15 DAYS BEFORE 
AN ELECTION.)
     How to Apply for an Absentee 
Ballot (Deadlines)
     You may apply for an absentee 
ballot in any of the following 
ways:
●    Electronically through our 
Absentee Application Por tal 
(COMING SOON)
●    By sending an email request 
to your local county board of 
elections
●    By sending a fax request to 
your local county board of elec-
tions
●    By going in-person to your 
local county board of elections
●    By mailing a paper applica-
tion to your local county board of 
elections
     You can download a PDF ver-
sion of the New York State Ab-
sentee Ballot Application Form: 
Go to www.elections.ny.gov/
VotingAbsentee.html
     Upon completion, applications 
must be mailed to your county 

We at The Queens Times Thought You Needed This  
Information to be a Knowledgeable Voter And Absentee Voter

board no later than the seventh day 
before the election or delivered in 
person no later than the day before 
the election.
●    By sending a letter to your 
county board of elections. The 
letter must contain the following 
information:
1.   Name and date of birth of the 
voter
2.   The address where you are 
registered
3.   An address where the ballot is 
to be sent, and
4.   The reason for the request.
     If you apply by letter, an ap-
plication form will be mailed with 
your ballot. The application form 
must be completed and returned 
with your ballot.
     If you cannot pick up your bal-
lot, or will not be able to receive 
it through the mail, you have the 
right to designate someone to pick 
it up for you. Only that person des-
ignated on your application may 
pick up and deliver your ballot.
     If you are permanently ill or 
disabled, you have the right to 
receive an Absentee Ballot for 
each subsequent election without 
further application. Simply file 
an application with your county 
board of elections indicating 
permanent illness or physical 
disability.
     You will then automatically re-
ceive an absentee ballot for every 
election until your registration is 

canceled.
     If your are visually impaired 
or have low vision, please use the 
Accessible Absentee Ballot Ap-
plication - COMING SOON
How to Cast an Absentee Ballot
●    Once your receive the ballot, 
mark the ballot according to your 
choices for each office following 
the instructions on the ballot
●    Once you have completed 
marking your ballot fold it up and 
place it in the Security Envelope. 
(This envelope will have a place 
for your signature.)
●    Sign and date the outside of 
the Security Envelope.
●    Seal the Security Envelope.
●    Place the Security Envelope in 
the Return Envelope. (This enve-
lope will have the return address 
of your county Board of Elections 
on the outside and should have a 
logo that reads, “Official Election 
Mail”)
●    Seal the Return Envelope.
●    You may return the ballot in 
any of the following ways:
1.   Put it in the mail ensuring it 
receives a postmark no later than 
November 3rd.
2.   Bringing it to the County 
Board of Elections Office no later 
than November 3rd.
3.   Bringing it to an early voting 
poll site between October 24th and 
November 1st
4.   Bringing it to a poll site on 
November 3rd.

(Continued from page 1)

State Labor Department Releases  
Preliminary July 2020 Area  

Unemployment Rates
     The New York State Depart-
ment of Labor today released 
preliminary local area unemploy-
ment rates for July 2020. Rates 
are calculated using methods 
prescribed by the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. The State’s area 
unemployment rates rely in part 
on the results of the Current Popu-
lation Survey, which contacts 
approximately 3,100 households 
in New York State each month.
     From July 2019 to July 2020, 
the State’s private sector em-

ployment count decreased by 
1,184,500. The State’s seasonally 
adjusted private sector job count 
increased over the month by 
244,200, or 3.6%, to 7,116,200 in 
July 2020.The State’s private sec-
tor job count is based on a payroll 
survey of 18,000 New York em-
ployers, which is conducted by the 
U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
In addition, the State’s season-
ally adjusted unemployment rate 
increased from 15.6% to 15.9% 
in July 2020.

    Nassau-Suffolk    (July, 2020) 13.8     (July 2019) 3.8
    New York City    (July 2020) 20.0      (July 2019) 4.3

is revealed.
     Pretty cool idea, but let’s get 
back to September Sundays. The 
kickoff is Sept. 13, and then they’ll 
run weekly with two sessions 
per day (11 am-2 pm and 2 pm-5 
pm) and a $15 admission price. 
Guests are encouraged to bring 
lawn chairs to socially distance 
and enjoy Mama Juke, a band 
that specializes in New Orleans-
influenced blues, folk, funk, and 
soul. Local food vendors will sell 
products in a newly established 

outdoor dining paddock, while 
in a beer garden, borough-based 
Bridge & Tunnel Brewery will 
pour 1697 Adriance Ale, a Queens 
Farm-inspired craft beverage. 
(The farm cleared five acres for 
the audience.)
     At other spots, a stand will sell 
such vegetables as beets, broccoli, 
eggplant, ground cherries, kale, 
kohlrabi, peppers, and toma-
toes along with farm-fresh eggs, 
flowers, and herbs. Plus, the Con 
Edison Ecology Booth will host 
its Adopt-a-Worm composting 
program.

A Day in The Country With  
Vincent Van Gogh And Craft Beer

(Continued from page 9)
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LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of QUEENS 
JS REALTY LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 02/21/2020. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to 41-60 Main Street, Suite 
312, Flushing, NY 11355-3833. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of BREEGIFT 
BASKETBUSINESS LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/27/2020. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 126-10 Farmers Blvd., 
2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
6/18,25,7/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of WE 
KNOW EVERYTHING LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/01/2020. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3002 
3 9 T H  A v e n u e ,  # C 6 0 9 , 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of Formation of JEREMY 
NORMAN LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/01/2020. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 105-46 87TH 
Street, Ozone Park, NY 11417. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of Formation of Limited 
L iab i l i t y  Company (LLC) 
Name: Inayat LLC Articles 
of Organization filed by the 
Department of State of New 
York on: 12/31/2018 Office 
location: County of Queens 
Purpose: Any and all lawful 
activities Secretary of State 
o f  N ew Yo r k  (SS N Y )  i s 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved.  SSNY 
shall mail a copy of process 
to: Arslan Chaudhry 17122 
Liber ty Avenue Jamaica, 
N Y  11 4 3 3  R e g i s t e r e d 
Agent of the LLC: Arslan 
Chaudhr y  17122 L iber t y 
Avenue Jamaica, NY 11433. 
7/23,30,8/6,13,20&27/2020

Notice of Formation of S. 
WILLIAMS PR LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 07/14/2020. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 141-41 78th Road, 
Apt 1N, Flushing, NY 11367. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

Valle Verde Group, LLC. Arts. 
Of Org. filed with the SSNY on 
06/15/20. Office: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent for 
process & shall mail copy to: 
856 N9th Street, Allentown, PA 
18102. Purpose: Any lawful. 
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

THE MINDFUL WOMAN, LLC 
filed Arts. of Org. with the Sect’y 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 4/28/20. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and 
shall mail process to: The LLC, 
135-23 78th Rd, Flushing, NY 
11367. Purpose: any lawful act. 
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

Notice of formation of Limited 
Liabil i ty Company. Name: 
A ng e la ’s  H o us e  M as te r 
Deve lope r  LLC ( “ LLC ” ) . 
Articles of Organization filed 
with the Secretary of State 
of the State of New York 
(“SSNY”) on July 14, 2020. 
NY office location: Queens 
County. The SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. The 
SSNY shall mail a copy of any 
process to Angela’s House 
Master Developer LLC, 221-10 
Jamaica Avenue, LL1, Queens 
Village, NY 11428. Purpose/
character of LLC is to engage 
in any lawful act or activity. 
7/30,8/6,13,20,27&9/3/2020

Notice of Formation of PANDA 
SANITATION SERVICE LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
07/21/2020. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 32-57 84TH Street, 
East Elmhurst, NY 11370. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020

Notice of Formation of EQUITY 
BUILDER & ACQUISTION 
SERVICES LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 05/13/2020. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
190-56 111th Avenue, Unit 
3Back, Saint Albans, NY 11412. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020

MILOU REALTY, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 04/12/02. Latest date to 
dissolve: 12/31/2152. Office: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to the LLC, 57-58 59th 
Street, Maspeth, NY 11378. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i o n  o f 
AEROTIME INTERNATIONAL 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 07/07/2020. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to 340A SOUNDVIEW 
LANE, COLLEGE POINT, 
QUEENS, NEW YORK 11356. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020

Notice of Formation of 108-
3 9  P R O P E R T I E S ,  L LC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
03/24/2020. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 108-39 67th 
Drive, Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020

47-17 30th AVENUE REALTY 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 07/20/20. Office: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to the LLC, 40-11 
23rd Road, Astoria, NY 11105. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
8/6,13,20,27,9/3&10/2020

NOTICE OF FORMATION of 
TreDaddyFitness, LLC. Articles 
of Organization filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 6/29/2020. Location: 
Queens. SSNY designated as 
agent for service of process on 
LLC. SSNY shall mail a copy of 
process to: TreDaddyFitness 
LLC / 147-36 94th Avenue 
Apt. 14E Jamaica 11435. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
8/13,20,27,9/3,10&17/2020

STRUCTURE GROUP LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 8/5/20. Office 
in Queens Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process to 
Paul Liou 120-10 15th Ave 
#9 College Point, NY 11356. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
8/13,20,27,9/3,10&17/2020

LO RT EN U M S EK A J  L LC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 5/21/20. Office 
in Queens Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to The LLC 1616 George 
ST Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
8/20,27,9/3,10,17&24/2020

WARRIOR21 LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 7/30/20. Of f ice in 
Queens Co. SSNY design. 
Agent of LLC upon whom 
process may be ser ved. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to The LLC PO Box 
4316 Bayside, NY 11360. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.  
8/20,27,9/3,10,17&24/2020

Rap id  C la ims  So lu t i ons 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
7/15/2020.  Cty:  Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process 
to 159-16 Union Turnpike, 
Ste. 300, Fresh Meadows, 
NY 11366. General Purpose. 
8/20,27,9/3,10,17&24/2020

QKessy LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 07/22/19. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, c/o 
Michael Kessler, 42-09 235th 
Street, Douglaston, NY 11363. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
8/20,27,9/3,10,17&24/2020
EVOLUTIONARY 
EMPOWERMENT LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 08/13/20. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
2 Bay Club Drive, Apartment 
E21C, Bayside, NY 11360. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
8/20,27,9/3,10,17&24/2020

Notice of Formation of PMB 
ENRICHMENT SERVICES 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 07/08/2020. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 225-11 108th Avenue, 
Queens Village, NY 11429. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
8/20,27,9/3,10,17&24/2020

528 East 13th Street Realty, 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
7/13/20. Cty: Queens. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to 9720 
156th Ave., Howard Beach, 
NY 11414. General Purpose. 
8/27,9/3,10,17,24&10/1/2020

Canamar LLC, Arts of Org. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
7/6/2020. Cty: Queens. SSNY 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process against may be served 
& shall mail process to 486 
Woodward Ave., Ridgewood, 
NY 11385. General Purpose. 
8/27,9/3,10,17,24&10/1/2020

ALBERT GARDEN REALTY 
LLC, Arts. of Org. filed with 
the SSNY on 06/18/2015. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against  the LLC may be 
ser ved.  SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: Ben Dardashti, 
1 0 6 - 1 6  J a m a i c a  A v e , 
Richmond Hil l, NY 11418. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
8/27,9/3,10,17,24&10/1/2020

CLIENT CONCIERGE LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 08/20/20. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, c/o Antonio 
Mercado, Member, 143-08 
Roosevelt Avenue, Apartment 
612, Flushing, NY 11354. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
8/27,9/3,10,17,24&10/1/2020

Notice of Formation of FAYE’S 
SWEET TOOTH LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 08/17/2020. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
70 -25 Kissena Boulevard, 
Apt 2C, Flushing, NY 11367. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
8/27,9/3,10,17,24,10/1/2020

N o t i c e  F o r m a t i o n  8 3 
SACKMAN ST LLC. Articles 
of Org filed with the Sec of 
State NY 07/06/2020.  Queens  
County.  SSNY designated 
service of process shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC 84-49 168th 
ST 5D, Jamaica NY 11432. 
8/27,9/3,10,17,24,10/1/2020

Notice of formation of 41-09 
JDL REALTY LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 8/19/20. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail copy of 
process against LLC to: 60-53 
Woodhaven Blvd., Elmhurst, 
NY 11373. Purpose: any lawful 
act. 8/27,9/3,10,17,24,10/1/2020

tion of 24 attorneys general 
in sending a comment letter 
to the FDIC opposing the 
rule that is the subject of to-
day’s lawsuit. Similarily, in 
January, Attorney General 
James co-led a bipartisan 
coalition of 22 attorneys 
general in submitting a com-
ment letter to the OCC op-
posing the rule that was 
the subject of last month’s 
lawsuit.
     Joining Attorney General 
James in filing today’s law-
suit are the attorneys general 
of California, Illinois, Mas-
sachusetts, Minnesota, New 

Jersey, North Carolina, and 
the District of Columbia.
     This matter was handled 
by Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral Christopher L. Mc-
Call, Deputy Bureau Chief 
Laura J. Levine, Bureau 
Chief Jane M. Azia, and 
summer law interns Daniel 
Ocampo and Tyler Ross — 
all of the Consumer Frauds 
and Protection Bureau. The 
Consumer Frauds and Pro-
tection Bureau is a part of 
the Divison for Economic 
Justice, which is overseen 
by Chief Deputy Attorney 
General Chris D’Angelo 
and First Deputy Attorney 
General Jennifer Levy.

Attorney General James Sues 
Trump Administration Over . . .

Meng Supports Legislation to 
Help Independent Food And . . .

www.queenstimes.com

(Continued from page 10)

focus on women, veteran, and 
minority-owned and oper-
ated eligible entities.
     Eligible expenses would 
include payroll, benefits, 
mortgage, rent, utilities, 
maintenance, supplies (in-
cluding protective equipment 
and cleaning materials), food, 

debt obligations to suppli-
ers, and any other expenses 
deemed essential by the Trea-
sury Secretary.
     The RESTAURANTS 
Act is sponsored in the House 
by Rep. Earl Blumenauer 
(D-OR). A Senate version 
of the measure is sponsored 
by Senator Roger Wicker 
(R-MS).

(Continued from page 3)
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Over 100 Guns Off Our Streets

     Our first gun buy back event 
was co-hosted by the 113th Police 
Precinct and Rev. Phil Craig of 
the Greater Springfield Commu-
nity Church in Jamaica, Queens 
last week. The event resulted in 
more than 100 guns brought in 

and handed over to public safety 
agents.
     Thank you to members of the 
community who have courageous-
ly decided to participate. Each of 
the guns taken off of our streets is 
a potential tragedy avoided.

Pheffer Amato Joins DA Katz for Gun 
Buyback Program in Rockaway

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-Arverne), 
joined Queens District Attorney 
Melinda Katz and the NYPD 
100th and 101st precincts for 
their ‘Gun Buyback’ program at 
Macedonia Baptist Church lo-
cated at 330 Beach 67th street in 
Arverne, Queens. The event was 
one of several that DA Katz and 
the NYPD have hosted throughout 
the borough to help combat gun 
violence. 44 guns were received at 
this event alone. Those who turned 
in operable handguns received 
bank cards for $200, no questions 

asked. Rifles, shotguns, pellet and 
air guns were worth $25 apiece, 
but individuals were only able to 
turn in up to three. 
     “This was an incredible event 
hosted by DA Katz and the NYPD 
as they work to combat increasing 
gun violence in our community in 
a tangible and meaningful way. 
Forty-four guns off the streets is 
a significant number and will save 
countless lives,” Pheffer Amato 
said. “Programs like this are so 
vital as they incentivize the turn-
ing in dangerous weapons with no 
questions asked.”


