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Meng & Local Postal Workers Gather 
to Commemorate Recent Enactment of 

Key Postal Reform Legislation 

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens) joined local postal 
workers in Queens to commemorate the enactment 
of the “Postal Service Reform Act”, a key piece of 
legislation that Meng helped pass in Congress to 
improve the financial condition of the U.S. Postal Service. 

Mary Moody, Community Staple,  
Memorialized With Street Co-Naming

Council Member Francisco Moya alongside Mary Moody’s family and friends including 
daughter Andreii Lynch Moody, adopted son First Baptist Church Pastor Patrick Young, and 
grandson Zachery Gideon Lynch following the unveiling of Mary Moody Way the afternoon 
of Friday, September 16, 2022 at 99th Street and 35th Avenue in Corona, Queens. Photo by 
Emil Cohen/NYC Council. See story on page 7.

     The bill, recently signed into 
law by President Biden, repeals 
the requirement that the Postal 
Service must annually pre-pay 
the health benefits of its future 
retirees, a mandate that has 
negatively impacted the agency’s 

finances. Many postal workers 
have pushed for the requirement 
to be repealed for more than a 
decade, and doing so is expected 
to help save billions of dollars. 

Pheffer Amato Joins Community  
Opposition to Seagirt Blvd. Project

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens) met with school administrators and 
parents to discuss the hazards of the potential Seagirt Boulevard redesign. See story on page 3.
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona, 
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip. 
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the 
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to 
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your 
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

(Continued from page 1)

Meng & Local Postal Workers Gather to Commemorate  
Recent Enactment of Key Postal Reform Legislation

     The event, which took place 
in Flushing on Friday night, con-
sisted of local members and local 
officials from postal unions such 
as the National Association of 
Letter Carriers, American Postal 
Workers Union and National 
Postal Mail Handlers union. 
These included the presidents 
of the Flushing Letter Carri-
ers - Branch 294 (which repre-
sents postal workers throughout 

Queens) and the New York State 
Association of Letter Carri-
ers. Also on hand were Senate  
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer 
(D-NY) and Congresswoman 
Carolyn Maloney (D-Manhattan/
Queens/Brooklyn) who spon-
sored the legislation in the House.
     “The Postal Service plays a 
vital role in our nation, delivering 
everything from medicine, social 
security checks, ballots, and so 
much more that we rely on,” 
said Meng. “It is crucial that we  

ensure the long-term fiscal health 
of the agency, and the enactment 
of the Postal Service Reform Act 
is a major victory to help reach 
that goal. I’m proud to com-
memorate this accomplishment 
with many of the great men and 
women who work tirelessly to 
make sure that we receive our 
mail and deliveries. I thank them 
for joining me and for their ser-
vice to our communities. I look 
forward to continuing to work 
with them.”

12 foot High Little Amal Puppet Visits Queens

September is Prostate Cancer Awareness Month

By Dr. Wayne Kye
 
     Let’s face it, does anyone like go-
ing to the doctor? Maybe you dread 
the time spent in the waiting room 
or perhaps you feel healthy and see 
no need for a visit. But sometimes 
even just a conversation with your 
doctor could be lifesaving. As a 
member of the Prevent Cancer 
Foundation’s Congressional Fami-
lies Cancer Prevention Program, I 
encourage you to talk to your health 
care provider about prostate cancer 
screening. 
     September is Prostate Cancer 
Awareness Month. Prostate cancer 
is the most common cancer among 

men in the United States with an 
estimated 268,490 men in the U.S. 
expected to be diagnosed in 2022. 
In New York alone, 17,960 men will 
be diagnosed.
     While screening is not neces-
sarily advised for everyone with a 
prostate, most guideline-issuing or-
ganizations recommend talking to 
your health care provider about the 
pros and cons so you can make an 
informed decision about whether to 
be screened. Black men, who are at 
higher risk for prostate cancer than 
white men, should start this conver-
sation at age 45. A family history 
of the disease also increases your 
risk, so if you have a close relative 
(father or brother) diagnosed before 
age 65, you should also talk to your 
provider at age 45. If you have 
several close relatives diagnosed 
at a young age, consult with your 
provider at age 40. For those at av-
erage risk, the conversation should 
begin at age 50. 
     Prostate cancer is screened for 
with the prostate specific antigen 
(PSA) test that measures the level 
of PSA in the blood. Higher levels 
could indicate cancer, but can also 
be caused by certain medical pro-
cedures, medications, an enlarged 

prostate or a prostate infection. 
Early detection of prostate cancer 
followed by prompt treatment 
saves lives, but some people are 
treated for prostate cancers that 
will never cause harm and must 
live with treatment side effects or 
complications. That’s why it’s so 
important to talk with your health 
care provider to decide what is right 
for you based on your age, race, 
and personal and family health 
histories.
     When it comes to prostate 
cancer, it’s important to learn your 
family health history. In addition to 
having a family history of prostate 
cancer, personally having a BRCA1 
or BRCA2 mutation or Lynch syn-
drome can also increase your risk. 
Do not smoke or use tobacco; if you 
do, now is the time to quit. Studies 
have shown smoking may be tied 
to more aggressive prostate cancer 
and quitting may slow the devel-
opment of the disease or lessen its 
severity. To learn more about pros-
tate cancer prevention, visit www.
preventcancer.org/prostatecancer. 
     Dr. Wayne Kye is the spouse of 
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-Queens). 
Statistics provided by the Ameri-
can Cancer Society.

Little Amal Outside King Manor in Jamaica with members of 
the Edge School of the Arts. Photo by Walter Karling

     A little girl on a BIG journey, 
Little Amal is the puppet of a ten 
year old refugee girl, at the heart 
of Little Amal Walks NYC. The 
12-ft. high Little Amal puppet 
arrived in Queens on the first leg 
of her NYC visit. She arrived in 
Queens visiting Downtown Ja-
maica’s Jamaica Center for Arts 
and Learning and King Manor. 
Went on to Astoria Park then to 
Corona and Jackson Heights.
     Little Amal has travelled over 
9,000km embodying the urgent 
message “Don’t forget about us”. 
She arrived at JFK Airport and 
will travel through all five bor-
oughs, meeting artists, civic lead-
ers, community groups, and young 
New Yorkers of all backgrounds. 
Little Amal travel to New York 
City, in partnership with St. Ann’s 
Warehouse, will end on October 2.
     Since the beginning of her 
journey in 2021, Little Amal has 
travelled through over 85 cities 
and been welcomed at more than 
190 unique events, reaching an 
estimated 1 million people live in 
the 12 countries she has already 
visited, and millions more online.
     “It is because the attention of 
the world is elsewhere right now 
that it is more important than ever 
to reignite the conversation about 
the refugee crisis and to change 
the narrative around it. Yes, refu-

gees need food and blankets, 
but they also need dignity and a 
voice. The purpose of The Walk 
is to highlight the potential of the 
refugee, not just their dire circum-

stances. Little Amal is 3.5 metres 
tall because we want the world to 
grow big enough to greet her. We 
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Speaker Adams, Black, Latino And Asian Caucus Announce 
Legislation to Improve Diversity, Equity And Inclusion in 
FDNY as Council Holds Hearing on Continued Gender & 

Racial Disparities
     Speaker Adrienne Adams and 
the Council’s Black, Latino and 
Asian Caucus (BLAC) announced 
a package of bills to improve the 
diversity, equity and inclusion 
practices at the Fire Department 
of the City of New York (FDNY). 
The bills seek to address the 
historic lack of racial and gender 
diversity in the FDNY and were 
heard at an oversight hearing of 
the Council’s Committee on Fire 
and Emergency Management. The 
legislation addresses the recruit-
ment and retention of diverse fire-
fighters, confronts exclusionary 
practices that undermine diversity, 
and increases transparency about 
FDNY’s efforts. The legislation 
would require FDNY to develop a 
concrete plan to diversify, survey 
firehouses and ensure they are 
equipped to serve a mixed gender 
workforce, increase transparency 
on the demographics of members 
in a firehouse through public 
reporting; require ongoing train-
ing on harassment, diversity and 
inclusion for all FDNY staff and 
members; and submit a public re-
port on complaints filed with the 
Department’s Equal Employment 
Opportunities Office. There have 
been longstanding issues with 
the FDNY’s lack of gender and 
racial diversity that the bills aim 
to confront. along with requiring 
the department to come up with a 
plan when it comes to outreach of 
potential FDNY recruits, retention 
of diverse firefighters and provide 
more transparency in its efforts 
and any issues that may arise.  
     “No one can doubt the incred-
ible work that New York City fire-
fighters undertake every day. In 
addition to fires, our heroic FDNY 
firefighters respond to vehicle col-
lisions, downed wires and floods,” 
said Speaker Adrienne Adams. 
“Unfortunately, the makeup of the 
FDNY is still not representative 
of our great city.  This Council 
remains committed to efforts 
that ensure we make progress 
towards a diverse and represen-
tative FDNY. Despite previous 
efforts to boost diversity amongst 
firefighters, there is clearly much 
more work to do.”  
     “True equity in our City’s 
agencies extends further than the 
diversity and representation of 
its staff and leadership. We build 
trust and strengthen relationships 
when the entire New York City 
community can see themselves 
in those who serve and protect 
them daily,” said Council Member 
Kevin C. Riley, Co-Chair of the 
Council’s Black, Latino and Asian 
Caucus. “However, it is equally 
important that infrastructure, 
resources, and work culture pro-
mote a safe and supportive work 
environment for all New Yorkers. 
This is why we, the New York City 
Council, are pushing a package of 
legislation that seeks to advance 
gender and racial equality within 
the FDNY. We appreciate the hard 
work of our heroes at the FDNY 
who sacrifice and put their lives 
on the line to keep our families 
safe, but this does not take away 
from the need for reform and 
oversight over an outdated system 
that clearly does not serve all.  As 

it stands now, the Department’s 
demographics, practices, and fa-
cilities systemically do not uplift 
our Black and brown communities 
nor does it support gender equality 
for all. Planning and partnership is 
the only way to produce outcomes 
that diversify the workplace. I am 
proud to lead with my colleagues 
and to partner with all stakehold-
ers in a movement that requires 
a sustainable plan for enveloping 
equality for all FDNY members 
and expand opportunities that 
include underrepresented com-
munities in our City.”
     “Diversity in the FDNY has 
been an increasing concern. We 
have heard multiple complaints 
from minority groups stating that 
they have been overlooked for 
promotions and leadership posi-
tions. As well as being routinely 
discriminated against. I’m proud 
to have introduced a bill included 
in this package that would require 
the FDNY to annually report 
on equal employment opportu-
nity complaints. This will ensure 
that we are holding the FDNY 
accountable, and expect the de-
partment to take these concerns 
seriously,” said Council Member 
Nantasha Williams, Treasurer of 
the Council’s Black, Latino and 
Asian Caucus. “I would like to 
thank Fire and Emergency Man-
agement Committee Chair Ariola 
for holding this important hearing 
as well as Speaker Adams for her 
leadership.”  
     “There’s importance in hav-
ing our city agencies reflect the 
diversity of our city,” said Bronx 
Borough President Vanessa L. 
Gibson. “Intro 552 and 553 help 
to promote and protect this ideal 
in an agency so specific in its 
mission, which is responding to 
life-threatening fire emergencies 
citywide regardless of a person’s 
race or gender. The New York 
City Fire Department provides a 
vital service to New Yorkers that 
must both be protected, while 
ref lecting the many communi-
ties it serves. As a supporter of 
the bills in the City Council and 
now as Borough President, I am 
proud to join Council Member 
Riley in pushing this initiative 
forward.  It is our hope that in 
reviewing the data and bringing 
firehouses often built in the early 
1900’s into the 21st Century, we 
can remove systematic barriers. I 
want to thank Speaker Adrienne 
Adams, Council Member Riley, 
and Council Member Williams for 
their advocacy and commitment to 
equity and to ensuring our agen-
cies properly reflect the people of 
our City.”
     The FDNY has historically 
lacked gender and racial diversity 
among its firefighters. Though the 
department has taken some steps 
to address the problem, uniformed 
firefighters and officers are still 
predominantly white men. Ac-
cording to the Council’s Com-
mittee on Fire and Emergency 
Management committee report, 
currently 76% of the department’s 
firefighters are white, whereas 8% 
are Black, 13% are Hispanic, 2% 
are Asian, and 0.8% identify as 
another ethnicity. Less than 1% 

of the department’s firefighters 
are women, amounting to only 137 
of the FDNY’s 11,000 firefighting 
force. FDNY’s leadership is also 
predominantly made up of white 
men. 
     People of color have been 
firefighters since the early 1920s, 
though they have been forced 
to endure segregationist and 
discriminatory practices. These 
practices were experienced for 
decades, and a 1973 federal court 
decision ruled that the FDNY dis-
criminated against racial minori-
ties in its written test - though 32% 
of New York City’s population 
was Black or Latino in that year, 
they were only 5% of the FDNY. 
A 2007 U.S. Department of Jus-
tice and Vulcan Society lawsuit 
against New York City contended 
the FDNY’s administration of the 
firefighter exam discriminated 
against Black and Latino appli-
cants, which the court concluded 
constituted intentional discrimi-
nation. The court appointed a 
monitor that oversees remedies 
to this problem to this day, and 
it wasn’t until 2014 that FDNY 
settled the lawsuit for $98 million 
and agreed to make changes to its 
hiring practices, per the Council’s 
committee report. 
     In addition, per the report, 
up until 50 years ago, only men 
were permitted to take the FDNY 
firefighter examination, a practice 
only changed due to a federal 
mandate. In the subsequent years, 
women faced continuing hard-
ships in becoming firefighters, 
including the discriminatory im-
pact of the firefighter exam. It was 
not until 1982 that a federal court 
ruled the exam discriminated 
against female applicants on the 
basis of sex. 
     The proposed legislation is as 
follows:
     Introduction 516, sponsored by 
Speaker Adams, would require 
the Fire Department to develop 
and implement a plan for ensuring 
that the racial, ethnic and gender 
demographics of the Department’s 
firefighters ref lect that of the 
City’s population as a whole. The 
plan would include identifying 
and remedying existing obstacles 
in the recruitment and retention 
of firefighters from underrep-
resented backgrounds, targeted 
recruitment campaigns, and the 
employment of full-time outreach 
office to assist with the recruit-
ment and retention of underrepre-
sented firefighters. Additionally, 
the Fire Department would be 
required to publicly report each 
year on its efforts to recruit and 
retain female firefighters, and 
firefighters of diverse racial and 
ethnic backgrounds.
     Introduction 519, sponsored by 
Council Member Ariola, would 
require FDNY to survey all fire-
houses to determine the perma-
nent facility upgrades necessary 
to ensure a safe working environ-
ment for a mixed gender work-
force. After issuing a public report 
on the findings, the department 
would be required to complete the 
necessary upgrades. 

Meng Leads Letter to Mayor Adams 
Urging City to Consider Purchasing 
Queens Homes at Risk of Flooding 

During Storms 
Congresswoman calls for volun-
tary program to be implemented 
with federal Ida recovery funds
 
     Following the one-year anniver-
sary of Hurricane Ida devastating 
Queens, and local floods occur-
ring again last week, U.S. Rep. 
Grace Meng (D-Queens) led a 
letter to Mayor Adams urging him 
to consider implementing a volun-
tary buyout program for homes 
in the borough that are at risk of 
severe flooding during storms.
     The correspondence, signed 
by several other Queens elected 
officials, encourages the mayor to 
use the $187 million in federal Ida 
relief money that New York City 
received from the Community De-
velopment Block Grant Disaster 
Recovery Funding (CDBG-DR). 
The money was included in the 
Disaster Relief Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, a bill that Meng 
helped pass in Congress last year. 
The City is presently finalizing a 
plan for using the funds which can 
go toward purchasing local homes.
     “In Queens, lives were turned 
upside down by the unprecedented 
f looding that the remnants of 
Hurricane Ida caused last year, 
and constituents continue to pick 
up the pieces from the damage 
they sustained,” said Meng. “And 

many who were impacted by Ida 
were also affected by last week’s 
flooding, forcing them to endure 
additional setbacks. In order to 
address this issue in our borough, 
we must use every tool that is at 
our disposal, and implementing 
a voluntary buyout program, in 
conjunction with my call to up-
grade our sewers and catch basins 
with money from the federal in-
frastructure bill, would go a long 
way toward helping to combat the 
problem, and improve the safety 
and well-being of our communi-
ties. We must act to help save 
lives and prevent future property 
damage.”
     According to the CDBG-DR, 
funds may be used for design-
ing and implementing a buyout 
program in which the city could 
purchase properties in a target 
area with the intent to demol-
ish the structures to create park 
amenities, open space, or flood 
storage/overflow areas.
     The letter is signed by Queens 
Borough President Donovan Rich-
ards; Queens State Senators John 
Liu, Toby Stavisky and Leroy 
Comrie; Queens Assemblymem-
bers Andrew Hevesi and Catalina 
Cruz; and Queens Councilmem-
bers Linda Lee, Bob Holden, and 
Sandra Ung.

want her to inspire us to think 
big and to act bigger” said Amir 
Nizar Zuabi, Artistic Director of 
“The Walk”.
     Throughout history the move-
ment of people has fuelled human 
progress, enriched culture and 
accelerated the acquisition of 
knowledge. The Walk is a cel-
ebration of migration and cultural 
diversity that tells the story of the 
contributions made by refugees 

and immigrants. It represents the 
refugee story as one of potential, 
success, respect, hospitality and 
kindness.
     Art affirms our shared human-
ity regardless of language, culture, 
finance or education. We believe 
that T “The Walk” has initiated 
lasting change. By telling the sto-
ries of people who are often mar-
ginalized, feared or pitied we can 
help transform their lives and our 
own. A refugee child on an EPIC 
journey. #LittleAmalWalksNYC

12 foot High Little Amal 
Puppet Visits Queens

(Continued from page 1)

Pheffer Amato Joins Community 
Opposition to Seagirt Blvd. Project

     The city-based project has 
garnered extreme pushback from 
local and non-local residents and 
has been openly opposed by As-
semblywoman Pheffer Amato. 
     During dismissal the other 
week, the Assemblywoman saw 
firsthand how this project would 
cause an extreme backlog and 
increase traffic up and down the 
whole boulevard. “I acknowledge 
the need for safety measures, as 
that is something we all wish to 
see. However, any changes to 
Seagirt Boulevard cannot come at 
the price of accessibility or safety 
of the students from numerous 
schools who traverse the boule-
vard on a daily basis, yet alone 
hinder motorists in and around the 
community in their daily lives,” 
said Assemblywoman Stacey 

Pheffer Amato. 
     Assemblywoman Pheffer Am-
ato, along with parents and com-
munity members have expressed 
disappointment and opposition to 
this project because of the lack of 
outreach and the expected prob-
lems the redesign would cause. 
The removal of a vehicle lane, 
yet alone over 60 parking spots, 
will cause an inevitable increase 
in traffic disruptions and mass 
congestion which would nega-
tively impact the community on 
an enormous level. 
     The Assemblywoman referred 
to the plan as “nuts” and insisted 
that the NYC Department of 
Transportation must “go back to 
the drawing board and create a 
plan that reflects the will of the 
community” as the project was 
moved ahead without community 
support. 
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Meng And Lesko Introduce Bipartisan Legislation  
Requiring Ingredient Labeling For Menstrual Products

     U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (D-
NY) and Debbie Lesko (R-AZ) 
announced today that they intro-
duced the Menstrual Products 
Right to Know Act of 2022 (H.R. 
8829). The bipartisan bill would 
require that manufacturers of 
menstrual products disclose on 
the label of their packaging, 
the ingredients in them, so that 
consumers have all the informa-
tion necessary to make the best 
choice for their menstrual health 
and well-being. This would 
allow the FDA to classify men-
strual products as misbranded 
if manufacturers do not comply 
with ingredient labeling, includ-
ing for fragrance ingredients. 
     “We have requirements for 

disclosing ingredients in food 
products, because we recog-
nize what you put in your body 
matters,” said Congresswoman 
Meng. “Menst r ual products 
should be treated no differently. 
I am proud to reintroduce this 
bipartisan bill, alongside Con-
gresswoman Lesko, knowing 
that it is a necessary step that 
will allow consumers to make 
the most informed choice for 
their individual health. Men-
strual products are used in some 
of the most absorbent parts of the 
body and menstruators deserve 
to know what is in them. This bill 
will help keep menstruators safe 
while also keeping companies 
accountable for what they put in 

their products.”  
     “Women deserve transparency 
about what is in the feminine hy-
giene products that they use, and 
manufacturers deserve clarity 
and consistency in labeling regu-
lations across the nation,” said 
Congresswoman Lesko. “I was 
pleased to work with Congress-
woman Meng to introduce this 
bipartisan legislation to inform 
women about the ingredients 
in their hygiene products and 
ensure that manufacturers are 
not hindered by a patchwork of 
regulations in this space.” 
     New York and California have 
passed similar laws requiring 
ingredient labeling on menstrual 
products.

     Introduction 552, sponsored by 
Council Member Riley (by request 
of the Bronx Borough President), 
would require the Fire Department 
to annually report on the gender 
and racial or ethnic demographic 
breakdown of the uniformed force 
at firehouses, and as well as the 
number of individuals who reside 
within the geographic area that 
each firehouse covers.

Speaker Adams, Black, Latino And 
Asian Caucus Announce Legislation to 

Improve Diversity, Equity And .  .  .

     Introduction 553, sponsored by 
Council Member Riley (by request 
of the Bronx Borough President), 
would require the Fire Department 
to provide training and education 
to all members and staff regard-
ing harassment, diversity and 
inclusion. 
     Introduction 560, sponsored by 
Council Member Williams, will 
require the Fire Department to an-
nually report on complaints about 
equal employment opportunity.

     Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards joined Variety 
Boys & Girls Club of Queens 
(VBGCQ) in collaboration with 
Mega Development and Ettinger 
Engineering Associates, to an-
nounce their new redevelopment 
will be carbon neutral. The project 
will be Carbon Neutral-Ready and 
will fully electrify all building 
systems while simultaneously 
certifying to USGBC’s LEED 
Gold rating.
     While in the design phase, the 
project is actively studying the 
potential to:
●    Utilize ground source heat 
pumps for heating/cooling in the 
Club space and generating project 
domestic hot water,
●    Deploy an electrical battery 
system that can either supplant or 
supplement its code required, gas-
fired emergency generator, and
●    Self-baseline its embodied 
carbon footprint and reduce this 
by at least 10%.
     On the back of the above, the 
Club is pleased to have been able 
to submit a proposal for the project 
to the highly coveted NYSERDA 
Buildings of Excellence compe-
tition and anxiously awaits the 
release of awards this year.
     “This Climate Week, the Vari-
ety Boys & Girls Club of Queens 
is proud to unveil our plans to 
build our new building carbon 
neutral and have it function as a 
renewable energy learning lab. For 
too long our community has bore 
the brunt of fossil fuel technology 
polluting our backyard. Now our 
kids will see the energy revolution 
on a firsthand basis learning how 
we go green right here in Western 
Queens. We are excited to help 
the scientists of the 21st century 
on their first steps toward leading 
the way. Thank you to Queens 
Borough President Richards, 
Mega Development, Ettinger and 
our Board of Directors here at 
VBGCQ for their commitment to 
this vision.” - said Costa Constan-
tinides, CEO VBGCQ.
     “I commend The Variety Boys 
and Girls Club of Queens for 
showcasing just how committed 
Queens is to leading by example in 
the fight for environmental justice 
by ensuring their redevelopment 
project is carbon neutral,” said 
Queens Borough President Dono-
van Richards Jr. “By operating as 
a renewable energy learning lab, 

Variety Boys & Girls Club of Queens Announces New  
Redevelopment Will be Carbon Neutral

they are also giving our future 
generations the education they 
need to beat climate change. On 
behalf of the Astoria community 
and the whole borough, we thank 
Costa and all our partners for lead-
ing in our efforts to build a better, 
more sustainable tomorrow,” - said 
Queens Borough President Dono-
van Richards
     Senate Deputy Leader Michael 
Gianaris said, “To protect our 
community and our country from 
the climate crisis, Queens needs 
to lead. I’m proud to represent 
the Variety Boys and Girls Club, 
soon to be home to a new carbon-
neutral facility, and commend 
their continued efforts to make 
our community stronger and 
healthier.”
     “Mega is proud to partner with 
the Variety Boys & Girls Club 
and the Institute for Community 
Living on this project to deliver 
a new state of the art Boys & 
Girls Club space and 229 much 
needed affordable and supportive 
housing units to the Astoria and 
Long Island City communities. 
This project will serve as a pil-
lar for the children and families 
of these communities and shape 
tomorrow’s future. We at Mega 
strive to be at the forefront of 
energy efficient development and 
construction and in collaboration 
with our design partners have 
the goal of achieving a Carbon 
Neutral-Ready design and certify 
to USGBC’s LEED Gold rating for 
the Boys and Girls Club space.” - 
said Mega Development
     “The communities with the 
poorest health and mental health 

outcomes are disproportionately 
impacted by pollution and other 
environmental factors. An im-
portant part of ICL’s whole health 
approach is ensuring that the 
people we serve are living in a 
healthy physical environment. 
We are proud to partner with 
the Variety Boys & Girls Club 
and Mega Contracting Group to 
create a model for providing sup-
portive and affordable housing in 
an energy efficient, sustainable 
building, that will good for both 
the environment and the residents 
who will call it home,” - said Jody 
Rudin, President and CEO of the 
Institute for Community Living
     “With CHPE, we’re proud 
to provide clean power directly 
to NYC and to support science, 
technology, engineering and math 
programming at the club. A suc-
cessful energy transition will be 
built on partnerships grounded in 
dialogue and trust with stakehold-
ers, not only shareholders.” -Serge 
Abergel, COO, Hydro-Quebec 
Energy Services
     The VBGCQ Redevelopment 
Project will be a mixed use build-
ing containing 229 affordable 
and supportive housing units and 
a newly constructed landmark 
of 123,000 sqft Club space. The 
Club will use its redevelopment to 
build and expand upon its current 
community standing as a nexus 
for educating, promoting, and 
cultivating  sustainable practices. 
There will be interactive screens 
that’ll show energy and water us-
age, carbon footprint, solar power 

     After 40+ outdoor summer 
events across the entire borough, 
the Queensboro Dance Festival 
(QDF) is wrapping up their tour 
with a 3-night season finale Sept 
30-Oct 2 at Queens Theatre, where 
all 26 Queens-based dance com-
panies will be performing. Show-
times are 7:30pm Friday and Sat-
urday September 30 and October 
1, and 5:00pm Sunday October 2. 
Tickets starting at $20 and sched-
ule is at queenstheatre.org/event/
queensboro-dance-festival-2022/.
     In a similar format throughout 
their tour, each evening at the the-
ater will feature a different lineup 
of this year’s 26 QDF companies, 
followed by a social dance les-
son in the lobby led by one of the 
evening’s choreographers. As a 
platform to represent the breadth 
of dance cultures in Queens, some 

of the QDF genres this year include 
Chutney, tap, Hawaiian, West Af-
rican, contemporary, Afro Latin, 
Turkish Gypsy, hip-hop, Kathak, 
ballroom, Colombian, Greek, bal-
let, and Filipino dances.  Dance 
groups hail from neighborhoods 
spanning from South Ozone Park 
to Flushing, Long Island City to 
Jackson Heights. 
     QDF has been on tour since 
June, hosting over 40 events and 
performing in over 20 outdoor 
public spaces for Queens com-
munities borough-wide. QDF also 
provided programming for major 
city-wide initiatives including 
Queens Rising, Turnout NYC, 
Dance Party NYC, Summerstage, 
and Little Amal Walks NYC.  This 
year marks QDF’s 9th summer 
providing dance classes and per-
formances.

Queensboro Dance Festival Tour  
Culminates With 26 Dance Companies 

Sept 30-Oct 2

QBP Richards on City Planning  
Commission Vote to Approve Innovation 

     Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards Jr. stated the 
following in response to today’s 
10-3 vote by the City Planning 
Commission to approve the Inno-
vation QNS development project 
in Astoria.
     “New York City is in the throes 
of a housing crisis, with Asto-
ria families feeling that crush 
harder than most, but we have 
an incredible opportunity before 
us to reverse this tragic trend. I 
stand by my recommendation that 
certain commitments be made by 
the Innovation QNS development 
team to meet this moment, such 
as significantly increasing the 
number of affordable housing 

units and expanding the lowest 
affordable income band to those 
earning 30 percent of the area 
median income,” said Borough 
President RICHARDS. “I have 
a deep respect for the City Plan-
ning Commission and its work, 
and I am hopeful today’s vote 
will lead to a healthy dialogue 
and community-first solutions as 
Innovation QNS proceeds to the 
City Council. I remain in close 
contact with the developers, my 
fellow elected officials and all 
our community stakeholders, 
and will continue to push for 
true community-first solutions 
on the issues of affordability and 
equity.”

Statement From Speaker Adrienne Adams 
on Black Women’s Equal Pay Day

     “Pay disparities for women and 
people of color remain a persistent 
issue in our city and country, ham-
pering economic opportunities. 
The inequities for Black women are 
particularly striking, with our mak-
ing 58 cents for every dollar earned 
by a white man. These disparities 
are not just unfair, but also harmful 

to our economy and communities. 
As a majority-women Council, we 
remain committed to achieving 
pay equity for Black women and all 
New Yorkers. On this Black Wom-
en’s Equal Pay Day, we express our 
continued commitment towards the 
goal of ending the gender and racial 
pay gap for good.”
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COLLEGE BOUND

Did You 
Know?HOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only

For the Week of ... 9/22/22 - 9/28/22

LIBRA 
(September 24 - October 23)
Be cautious when dealing with 
foreigners. Partnerships will be 
successful. Avoid any gossip and be 
careful that you aren’t misinterpret-
ed. Your lucky numbers are 1,9,7.

SCORPIO 
(October 24 - November 22)
You will be emotional about per-
sonal mistakes you have made in 
life. Don’t evade issues or twist the 
truth around. Your lucky numbers 
are 4,8,7.

SAGITTARIUS 
(November 23 - December 21)
Relationships have not been the 
best for you lately. Acknowledge 
your lover’s needs. Don’t count 
on your friends to do things. Your 
lucky numbers are 2,4,6.

CAPRICORN 
(December 22 - January 20)
Enjoy the company of others and be 
a good listener. Your energetic per-
sonality will make you the center of 
attention at social gatherings. Your 
lucky numbers are 3,6,5.

AQUARIUS 
(January 21 - February 19)
Don’t be so irritable with family 
members. Think before you make 
any major decisions regarding your 
professional direction. Your lucky 
numbers are 8,1,9.

PISCES 
(February 20 - March 20)
Change will be required to make 
your life more pleasant. Think 
about making favorable changes in 
your career. Your investments are 
looking better.Your lucky numbers 
are 6,8,4.

TRY AND FIND

Accepted
Apply
Baylor
Campus Visit
Duke

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

ACROSS
1. Manila hemp
6. Bearing
10. Glance over
14. Type of beer
15. Against
16. Seaweed
17. House
18. Comparison connector
19. Not fatty
20. Rejuvenate
22. Principal
23. Angle between leaf and 
branch
24. Prickly
26. Ragout
30. Frozen water
31. Craving
32. French Sudan, today
33. Former Italian currency
35. Adjust again
39. Revered
41. Relating to stars
43. Breezes
44. Being
46. Not early
47. Consume food
49. Hearing organ
50. Abbey area
51. Mountain chain
54. Shove
56. Portent
57. Distasteful
63. Pottery
64. Urarthritis
65. Infantile paralysis
66. Auspices
67. Codlike fish
68. Place into the soil
69. D D D
70. Impact sound
71. Affirmatives

DOWN
1. Winglike
2. ____ Ruth, baseball legend
3. Excited
4. Yield
5. Sporting venue
6. The murder of your mother
7. Asthmatic’s device
8. French for “State”
9. 90
10. It causes food poisoning
11. Cloudless
12. Once more
13. Tot watcher
21. Banishment
25. In this location
26. Type of duck
27. Cab
28. Distinctive flair
29. Frontier
34. Attacked
36. Smack
37. Consumes food
38. Tall woody plant
40. Russian emperor
42. Brusque
45. Samurai ritual suicide
48. Instructed
51. Scattered
52. Picture
53. Spooky
55. Joyful
58. He built the ark
59. Only
60. “Oh dear!”
61. Three times three
62. KiddiesEarly Admission

Essay
I Got In
Interview
Notre Dame

S.A.T.’S
Scholarship
Smith
Stanford
Tuition

Tulane
UCLA
Vassar
Wossamatta U
Yale

ARIES 
(March 21 - April 20)
Follow your desires. Don’t be afraid 
to ask for assistance. Confusion is 
clear and you’ll need some sound 
advice. Rest and relaxation is need-
ed. Your lucky numbers are 4,6,9.

TAURUS
(April 21- May 21)
Good results will come through 
business trips. You will attract new 
potential business clients, you’ve 
been a little down and a lift is com-
ing. Your lucky numbers are 2,9,7.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
You have good ideas for home 
improvement projects. Don’t spend 
too much. Do not yield to children 
or relatives when they don’t deserve 
it. Your lucky numbers are 5,4,2.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Problems on your job are likely. 
Quiet restful day just catching up 
on reading will be your best bet. 
Travel will be fun but costly. Your 
lucky numbers are 1,5,4.

LEO 
(July 23 - August 22)
Look into a real estate investment. 
Look for professional guidance in 
making the right investment. Do 
not let in-laws upset you. Your 
lucky numbers are 8,3,2.

VIRGO 
(August 23 - September 23)
Be forceful and vibrant and you 
will get your way. Take care of 
any dealings with local official 
agencies. Be inquisitive ask a lot 
of questions. Your lucky numbers 
are 6,9,1.

•    The first aluminum drink can 
was introduced in 1964
•    The first drug that was sold as 
a water soluble tablet was aspirin 
in 1900
•    The national anthems of Japan, 
Jordan, and San Marino each have 
only 4 lines
•    There are only 3 sets of letters 
on a keyboard which are in alpha-
betical order (f g h, j k l, and o p)
•    Women were not allowed to 
vote in France until 1944
•    A bumble bee flaps its wings 
at 160 times a second
•    A dragonfly can fly at 40kph 
(25mph)
•    Flies can react to an object it 
sees and change direction in less 
than 30 milliseconds
•    A queen bee can lay up to 3,000 
eggs in one day
•    Ants can lift 50 times their 
own weight
•    Bees can see ultraviolet light
•    80% of the world’s food crops 
are pollinated by insects
•    10% of with world’s food supply 
is consumed by insects
•    It takes 110 silkworm cocoons 
to make an average tie
•    Queen termites can live up to 
50 years
•    Most spiders have transparent 
blood
•    Caterpillars have over 2,000 
muscles
•    The fastest insect is the Aus-
tralian dragon fly (its top speed is 
57 km/h (35mp/h))
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L’ Shana Tova 
Best Wishes for a Happy & Healthy 

Jewish New Year

Congresswoman 

Grace Meng
Paid for and authorized by Grace For New York

MTA Announces Citywide Open Stroller Pilot Program
New Pilot Creates Designated 
Space for Open Strollers on 142 
Buses Across All Five Boroughs  

     The Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (MTA) has announced 
an open stroller pilot program on 
buses across all five boroughs. 
Starting next week, buses on the 
M31, B1, Bx23, Q50, Q12, S53 and 
S93 routes will begin to be outfit-
ted with a designated space for one 
open stroller. By early October, 
every bus that serves these routes 
will have a designated stroller 
space in place. 
     The buses that are part of the 
pilot program will be identified 
with a stroller decal on the outside 
of the bus that customers can easily 
see before boarding. Once inside 
the bus, the designated space will 
be identified with a similar decal.  
     “When I arrived at the MTA, 
I made it clear that my definition 
of accessibility was a broad one, 
one that includes parents, children 
and seniors, as well as riders with 
disabilities,” said MTA Chief Ac-
cessibility Officer and Senior Ad-
visor Quemuel Arroyo. “This pilot 
program was a direct result of the 
MTA Accessibility and Bus teams, 
disability advocates, parents, and 
bus operators coming together in 
a collaborative working group to 
address a concern that customers 
felt strongly about.” 
     “When I first arrived, I said 
we need to try a stroller policy 
that works for customers and it 
can’t take years, we need it now,” 

said NYC Transit President Rich-
ard Davey. “This pilot comes at 
the right time for stroller moms, 
stroller dads and others who need 
to bring toddlers onto buses and 
aligns with our North Star to im-
prove customer satisfaction.” 
     “We’ve heard from many parents 
and caregivers about the difficulty 
of folding strollers, and how it often 
deters customers from riding the 
bus,” said New York City Transit 
Senior Vice President for Buses 
Frank Annicaro. “By creating a 
designated space for one open 
stroller on these pilot buses, we 
hope to make the ride easier for 
caregivers and speed up the bus for 
everyone by eliminating the need 
to wait for caregivers to safely fold 
strollers and get situated on the bus 
with a child.” 
     The stroller space will allow 

customers with young children 
to board and ride the bus without 
needing to fold their stroller first. 
The stroller space will be either 
an open space near the rear door, 
or a space created by flipping up 
two side-by-side seats, depending 
on the bus model. The designated 
open stroller spaces are entirely 
separate from existing priority 
seating for bus riders with disabili-
ties. A bus rider boarding with a 
wheelchair will still have the same 
number of designated spaces. 
     The pilot is expected to run for 
six months on the 142 buses that 
serve these seven routes to gauge 
ridership. The two seat options 
-- seat removal versus the flip-up 
seating space -- will be evaluated 
to identify the best solution and any 

Pheffer Amato Discusses Anti-Semitic  
Attack & Safety Ahead of Jewish Holidays

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens) 
spoke with the 101 Precinct and 
local security officials to discuss 
heightened security for the Jew-
ish community in regards to the 
upcoming Jewish holidays. Rosh 
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, the 
two most holy and sacred holidays 
in the Jewish faith, have in previ-
ous years had a clear and present 
police presence, and this year will 
be no different. 
     Over the past few years, the 
trend of anti-Semitic attacks has 
spiked. According to the Anti-
Defamation League, there was 
a 34% increase in 2021, in com-
parison to the previous year. It was 
also reported that this is the high-
est level of tracking and reports 
in more than 40 years. Recently 
in Far Rockaway, a Jewish man 
was attacked and had anti-Semitic 
words shouted at him, to which 
the NYPD responded swiftly and 
effectively. “This was a deplorable 
act of hate that will not be ignored. 

I am thankful for the NYPD and 
their immediate action, and also 
to the Queens District Attorney 
who will be prosecuting this man 
for a hate crime,” said Assembly-
woman Pheffer Amato. The As-
semblywoman continued with, 
“Let me say it loudly so everyone 
hears it, hate and intolerance is not 
accepted in this community and 
those that act this way will be held 
accountable to the highest level.” 
     “As Jewish people across 
the world go to Synagogue, it is  
important that they feel safe and 
secure - because we all deserve 
that right in our houses of wor-
ship,” said Assemblywoman Sta-
cey Pheffer Amato. “I have spoken 
with Captain Shultz and pressed 
the importance of extra patrol in 
the Jewish neighborhoods during 
this period. I am confident in the 
NYPD’s ability to keep all of our 
communities and families safe 
and I am thankful for their part-
nership,” the Assemblywoman 
said.
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Senator James Sanders Jr. Hosts Sucessful Mini Golf Event in 
Recognition of Senior Appreciation Month

     In recognition of Senior Ap-
preciation Month, Senator James 
Sanders Jr. (D-Rochdale Village, 
Far Rockaway) hosted a free mini 
golf event on September 14, 2022 
at Five Towns Mini-Golf and Bat-
ting Range which was attended by 
dozens of seniors from across his 
district.
     “It was a great joy for me to host a 
free mini golf event for the elders in 
our community. It warms my heart 
to see them so active and vibrant 
and enjoying themselves,” Sanders 
said. “This is one of the best parts of 
my job. Everyone had a wonderful 
time. Thank you to Matt and Marty 
Rosen, the owners of Five Towns 
Mini-Golf and Batting Range, for 
allowing us to use their facility.”
     For some attendees, it was their 
first time golfing, and they were 
excited about the experience, while 
other more seasoned golfers en-
joyed the thrill of the competition. 
Far Rockaway residents Celeste 
Grimes and Juana Gonzales were 
thrilled as they scored their first 
hole-in-one. 
     Senator Sanders presented a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Five 

Senator Sanders presents a Certificate of Appreciation to 
Matt Rosen, Co-Owner and Manager of Five Towns Mini-
Golf and Batting Range as managers Matthew Rios (under 
umbrella) and Douglas Peacock look on. 
Towns Mini-Golf and Batting 
Range for its support of Senior 
Appreciation Month. In addition to 
thanking Matt and Marty Rosen for 
their hospitality, we want to thank 
managers Matthew Rios and Doug-

las Peakcock who were also on site 
on the day of the event helping out.
     They also thanked AYR Well-
ness for sponsoring lunch and 
Max’s Pizza for providing the 
lunch.

Mary Moody, Community Staple,  
Memorialized With Street Co-Naming

Doves are released during the unveiling of Mary Moody Way 
on the corner of 99th St and 35th Ave, the afternoon of Friday, 
September 16, 2022 in Corona. Photo by Emil Cohen/NYC Council

     Mary Waller Moody, a staple of 
Corona, Queens, was memorial-
ized by Council Member Francis-
co Moya with a street co-naming 
in the neighborhood she loved and 
lived in for more than 70 years, the 
afternoon of Friday, September 16, 
2022. Waller Moody, who passed 
away in June of 2021, was deeply 
committed to her neighborhood 
and community throughout her 
life — from leading desegrega-
tion efforts to creating educational 
opportunities for children and 
providing daycare services for 
working mothers to helping low-
income neighbors with housing 
assistance, and so much more. 
Joined by Moody’s family, friends, 
neighbors, and beloved Corona 
and East Elmhurst community, 
Councilman Moya unveiled Mary 
Moody Way on the corner of 99th 
Street and 35th Avenue. Among 
those in attendance included her 
daughter Andreii Moody Lynch 
and adopted son First Baptist 
Church Pastor Patrick Young, 
her grandson Zachery Gideon 
Lynch, and NAACP Corona-East 
Elmhurst president George Dixon.
     “I fondly remember her 
great wisdom and big heart, and 
as neighborhoods change and 
evolve, people will learn about 
Ms. Moody, what she did for this 
community, and what she repre-
sented for the great neighborhoods 
of Corona and East Elmhurst. As 
someone who grew up in, lives 
in, and serves this neighborhood, 
celebrating and memorializing 
this extraordinary woman along-
side her family and community 
is one of the greatest honors I’ve 
had. Mary Moody Way will in-
spire generations to come to be 
compassionate and advocate for 
the betterment of people,” said 
Council Member Francisco Moya.
     “Feel proud of my mother and 
how she supported her communi-

ty. She loved everyone, loved chil-
dren, and loved her community. 
Till her very last days, she cared 
for people. She used to say she was 
the mayor of Corona and rightfully 
earned that nickname because not 
only did she start desegregation in 
1959-1960, she made sure children 
weren’t mistreated and had op-
portunities. She also helped her 
neighbors with housing and her 
tenants during the pandemic by 
not charging them for rent. My 
hope is that when people see the 
street sign, when my great, great-
grandchildren see Mary Moody 
Way, they are inspired to do what 
she did. I thank Councilman 
Moya for making this possible,” 
expressed Andreii Moody Lynch, 
Moody’s daughter.
     “As we celebrate the movie of 
Viola Davis, ‘The Woman King,’ 
here in Corona, we want to cel-
ebrate the real warrior queen in 
our community, Mary Moody. She 
was a queen for our children, a 
queen for our community, a queen 
for education, who fought against 
segregation, who fought for the 
inclusion of our children in every 

effort, and who gave to make sure 
and ensure our children had op-
portunities. She was a woman who 
walked with a sense of dignity 
and had devotion to care for those 
who needed it the most — when 
people see Mary Moody Way, I 
want them to know that this was a 
queen who cared. I am grateful for 
our Councilman Moya, who wit-
nessed my queen mother’s giving 
spirit, for the opportunity for the 
community to always remember 
her,” added Rev. Patrick Young 
of First Baptist Church, Moody’s 
adopted son.
     Waller Moody served as a Girl 
Scout Leader for five years at the 
First Baptist Church in Corona, 
was an election inspector in the 
neighborhood, supervised the 
Saturday educational program for 
children in Corona at Grace Epis-
copal Church, owned and operated 
Big City Realty, which helped 
provide residence for low-income 
families in Corona, and provided 
daycare services for working 
mothers in Corona. Waller Moody 

     On Saturday September 17th, 
Council Member Julie Won hosted 
a hurricane preparedness town 
hall at Sunnyside Community 
Services, in light of the families 
who suffered flood damage and 
the lives lost during Hurricane Ida.
     Special guests included the 
offices of Congresswoman Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez and NYC 
Comptroller Brad Lander, Com-
munity Board 2 Chair Morry 
Galonoy, NYC Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP), 
New York City Emergency Man-
agement (OEM), American Red 
Cross, and FEMA.
     As a mitigation measure for 
flooding, Council Member Won 
also partnered with the NYC 

Department of Environmental 
Protection to distribute over 100 
rain barrels to homeowners in 
high flood risk areas.
     “We cannot lose another 
neighbor, home or business to 
f looding again. As the govern-
ment, we must do everything in 
our power to fight for climate 
justice, prevent hurricane dam-
age, and protect every single life,” 
said Council Member Julie Won. “ 
Last September a Woodside fam-
ily tragically drowned including 
a two year old child. On top of 
such great loss, FEMA also has 
denied the majority of damage 
claims from Hurricane ida for our 

Council Member Won Host Hurricane 
Preparedness Town Hall And  

Rain Barrel Giveaway

Rozic Meets With Taiwanese 
Women Legislators

Assemblywoman Nily Rozic (D,WF-Fresh Meadows) joined 
a delegation of prominent Taiwanese lawmakers, MP Yun 
Fan and MP Wan-Yu Wang. These legislators are the leading 
lawmakers in the field of gender equality, social justice, and 
social services in Taiwan. Rozic and Assemblymember Ron 
Kim were hosted by Taiwan Center Vice President Patsy Chen 
and TECO-NY for a discussion centered on local politics 
and social justice issues. Rozic is pictured with MP Wan-Yu 
Wang, Assemblymember Ron Kim, and MP Yun Fan (l-to-r).
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

Valerie Green

(Sept. 23 to Sept. 29)

Read Our Paper Online Visit our website:  
www.queenstimes.com 

Follow the Links To Times Online 
ALSO Like us on facebook

www.facebook.com/queenstimes

     Some things get better with age. 
A playwright who drove a taxi for 
40 years, for example, and now 
does hilarious comedy. A musical 
from the 1830s. A dance festival 
that’s heading for its teen years. 
Come to think of it, Queens keeps 
getting better with age, too.
•    Sept. 23, Off the Meter, On the 
Record, Sept. 25. Middle Village 
native John McDonagh drove a 
taxi for 40 years before venturing 
into playwriting, comedy, and 
political activism. In this one-man 
show, he combines jokes with so-
cial commentary and storytelling. 
Shows are on Sept. 23 and Sept. 24 
at 8 pm and Sept. 25 at 4:30 pm. 
Greek Cultural Center, 26-80 30th 
St., Astoria.
•    Sept. 23, Lenny White & 
Friends, 8 pm. Grammy-winning 
jazz drummer Lenny White, 
who grew up in Jamaica, leads 
a night of original compositions 
and a tribute to NEA Jazz Master 
Chick Corea, who won 23 Gram-
mys. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
•    Sept. 23, Making Moves Dance 
Festival, Sept. 24. Now in its 13th 
year, this two-day outdoor fest 
promotes new, emerging, and un-
derrepresented dance companies. 
7 pm on both evenings. Jamaica 
Performing Arts Center, 153-10 
Jamaica Ave.
•    Sept. 23, The Blarney Star Tra-
ditional Music Series, 7 pm. The 
Blarney Star makes its triumphant 
return to the stage with a variety 
program featuring uilleann piper 
Ivan Goff, fiddler Katie Linnane, 
singer Catherine O’Kelly, and stu-
dents from the Annmarie Acosta 
School of Irish Music and Dance. 
New York Irish Center, 10-40 
Jackson Ave., Long Island City.
•    Sept. 24, Movie Night: WALL-
E, 7 pm. Watch “WALL-E,” an 
animation about the earth’s last 
robot, outdoors on a big screen. 
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-50 
Main St., Flushing.
•    Sept. 24, Fifth Annual Pollina-
tor Festival, 10 am. Learn from 
naturalists and experts about local 
pollinators, including monarch 
butterflies, moths, bees, and birds. 
Activities and crafts for the whole 
family. Jamaica Bay Wildlife Ref-
uge Visitor Center, 175-10 Cross 
Bay Blvd., Broad Channel.
•    Sept. 24, Saturday at the Bay, 
noon. Guardians of Flushing 
Bay offers a day of food from 
Ridgewood-based Nha Minh, 
boating with Wall Street Dragons 
and Beast Dragon, kayaking with 
HarborLAB, public arts with 
DSNY artist-in-residence sTo 
Len, and walking tours with art-
ist Cody Herrmann, geographer 
Jack Eichenbaum, and wetlands 
manager Jamie Ong. Canoe/Kayak 
Launch, One Marina Rd., Flushing 
Meadow Corona Park.
•    Sept. 25, Bell Blvd Sunday 
Stroll, noon. Free and fantastic 
activities, live music, and outdoor 
dining. Some restaurants serve 
brunch, lunch, and drinks outside 
with specials. Along Bell Boule-

vard from 38th Avenue to 42nd 
Avenue.
•    Sept. 25, Compost-Pa-Looza,11 
am. Take part in creative work-
shops, community networking 
tables, activity tables, compost 
demonstrations, interactive per-
formances, and tours. Queens 
Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main 
St., Flushing.
•    Sept. 25, Soylent Green, 
3 pm. Bill Nye (The Science 
Guy) introduces a screening of 
this 1973 Charlton Heston sci-fi 
thriller. NYC is hot, thirsty, over-
populated, and short on food. So 
begins one of the first ecologically 
minded films to envision environ-
mental disaster. Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 36th Ave., 
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District.
•    Sept. 25, Woodhaven Street 
Fair, noon. Free entertainment, 
games, vendors, and goodies from 
local businesses. Along Jamaica 
Avenue from 80th street to Wood-
haven Blvd.
•    Sept. 26, ESPN Radio Watch 
Party, 7 pm. Join ESPN Radio 
98.7FM and The Dan Graca Show 
as they watch the New York Gi-
ants play football against the 
Dallas Cowboys. Resorts World 
New York City’s Bar 360, 110-00 
Rockaway Blvd., South Jamaica.
•    Sept. 28, Understatements: 
Lost & Found in Asian America, 
6 pm. The opening ceremony 
for a multi-media exploration of 
the term “Asian American.” On 
display until Jan. 6, 2023, the 
show features sculpture, painting, 
video, and paper pieces by eight 
Asian-American artists. God-
win-Ternbach Museum, Queens 
College Campus, 405 Klapper, 
Flushing.

•    Sept. 29, Ardal O’Hanlon Re-
turns to New York, Oct. 1. One of 
the godfathers of Irish comedy, 
Ardal O’Hanlon, finally comes 
out of hiding for his first NYC 
appearance in more than 10 years. 
His deeply cathartic observational 
style often has him vaulting open-
heartedly into the unknown (or at 
least the less well-known). Shows 
are on Sept. 29, Sept. 30, and 
Sept. 31 at 8 pm. New York Irish 
Center, 10-40 Jackson Ave., Long 
Island City.
•    Sept. 29, Carlos Galdós, 8 pm. 
Peru’s most irreverent TV and 
radio personality explores daring 
commentary on the complexities 
of diverse issues, reflecting explo-
sive views from political events 
to romantic situations and every-
thing in between. Queens Theatre, 
14 United Nations Ave. S., Flush-
ing Meadows Corona Park.
•    Sept. 29, Harvest Empire, 6 
pm. Juan Gonzalez discusses his 
new book on the Latin experience 
in the United States as part of 
Queens Public Library’s Literary 
Thursdays program. It’s virtual. 
Join via WebEx or via phone with 
1.408.418.9388 with access code 
2334.285.6255.
•    Sept. 29, Oliver, Oct. 8. The 
Secret Theatre Academy presents 
this classic musical 10 times. 
When Oliver asks for more food 
at the workhouse, he is sold to 
undertakers who treat him badly. 
He runs away and gets involved 
with the Artful Dodger and Fa-
gin’s gang. Then, things really get 
complicated. Shows on Sept. 29, 
30, Oct. 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 8 with 
matineés on Oct. 1 and 8. The 
Secret Theatre, 38-02 61st St., 
Woodside.

JPAC Dance

QBG Compost
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Council Approves Legislation to Address Gun Violence, 
Support Language Access at Abortion Providers, Prevent 

Opioid Overdoses in Bars And Clubs
Includes bill officially designat-
ing geographic boundaries of 
Times Square as ‘sensitive area’ 
by law

     The NYC Council approved 
two bills to address gun violence, 
as well as legislation to support 
expanded language access at 
abortion providers and prevent 
opioid overdoses at bars and clubs. 
Introduction 602-A, sponsored 
by Speaker Adrienne Adams, 
defines the geographical bound-
aries of the Times Square area 
– now classified by State law as 
a “sensitive area” where licensed 
individuals are restricted from 
carrying concealed weapons.  
The New York State Legisla-
ture recently amended statewide 
firearm regulations to establish 
schools, government buildings, 
places or vehicles used for public 
transport, religious institutions, 
and Times Square as such areas. 
It permitted the City to determine 
and identify the exact location. 
The law became necessary after 
the United States Supreme Court 
struck down the New York State 
law that place strict restrictions on 
who could carry concealed fire-
arms. The boundaries, as defined 
by the bill, largely follow the area 
identified as Times Square by the 
official NYC Tourism website. It 
covers the area bounded by W. 
40th Street to W. 53rd Street and 
Sixth Avenue to Eighth Avenue; 
and parts of Ninth Avenue and the 
Port Authority Bus Terminal are 
included, which include several 
well-known restaurants, hotels 
and theaters.
     “As soon as the Supreme Court 
issued its opinion in Bruen v. New 
York State Rifle and Pistol As-
sociation, I called on our partners 
in the State Legislature to enact 
legislation that would limit the 
locations where a person can carry 
a weapon, including in the Times 
Square area,” said Speaker Adri-
enne Adams. “The State acted 
swiftly and responsibly, conven-
ing a special session a week later 
to directly address this issue. This 
legislation will help to prevent 
increased gun violence in our city, 
as we protect Times Square – the 
“Crossroads of the World.”
     Introduction 518-A, sponsored 
by Council Member Shaun Abreu, 
requires the Mayor’s Office for 
Criminal Justice (MOCJ) and the 
New York City Police Department 
(NYPD) to conduct a study on 
reducing the flow of illegal fire-
arms into the city and submit an 
annual report to the Speaker and 
Mayor. This report will include 
information regarding each illegal 
firearm seized in New York City. 
More particularly, the report will 
include: (i) whether the firearm 
was connected to a crime; (ii) 
where the firearm originated; (iii) 
the date the firearm was seized 
or surrendered and the date the 
firearm was last sold legally; (iv) 
the location of the fire seizure; 
(v) the type of firearm; (vi) the 
manufacturer or importer of the 
firearm; (vii) whether the firearm 
was a ghost gun or a firearm cre-
ated using a three-dimensional 
printer; (viii) the dealer of the 
firearm and whether such dealer 

was licensed; and (ix) whether 
the firearm was registered in any 
registry, including the national 
firearms registration and transfer 
record.
     “From Buffalo, NY to Uvalde, 
TX to shootings in NYC, recent 
headlines have highlighted the 
pervasive and brutal nature of gun 
violence. We have worked hard to 
ensure that the laws of New York 
limit the sale and purchase of dan-
gerous weapons in our state. How-
ever, these critical protections 
have not stopped dangerous, out-
of-state guns from infiltrating our 
communities and ruining count-
less lives. Today’s bill targets the 
source of the weapons that end up 
in our city illegally and promotes 
cooperation between states to stop 
these guns at ports of entry,” said 
Council Member Shaun Abreu. 
“By marching, holding hearings, 
hosting press conferences, meet-
ing with advocates, and discuss-
ing with key stakeholders, we 
created a high-impact bill that has 
widespread political and commu-
nity support. We are particularly 
grateful to Moms Demand Action 
and Everytown for Gun Safety 
for advising on this legislation. 
While Republicans continue to 
tear down common-sense gun 
safety provisions, New York City 
is sending a strong message to 
the entire country that we won’t 
let partisan politics get in the way 
of strong public safety measures. 
We are proud to see our legislation 
pass today and know that these 
steps, along with a focus on youth 
programming, mental health sup-
port, and environmental design, 
are key to developing a city-wide 
strategy to meaningfully and 
permanently restrict the flow of 
dangerous weapons into our com-
munities.”
Introduction 458-A, sponsored by 
Speaker Adams, would require the 
Department of Health and Mental 
Hygiene (DOHMH) to create re-
sources in all designated citywide 
languages for a potential patient 
of an abortion provider. The bill 
would also require DOHMH 
to survey abortion providers in 
the city to assess the availability 
of language access services for 
abortion, the demand for such 
services, and any challenges for 
implementation. DOHMH would 
be required to report its findings 
to the Speaker and the Mayor with 
recommendations, including any 
role the City can play in assisting 
abortion providers with language 
access services, and the feasibility 
of providing a City grant program.
     “Language access is critical 
and a priority of this Council, and 
nowhere is that more important 
than in health care,” said Speaker 
Adams. “I am proud to support 
expanded language access servic-
es for abortion providers, and this 
Council will continue working to 
make abortion and all essential 
health care services accessible in 
New York City.”
     Introduction 56-A, sponsored 
by Council Member Chi Ossé, 
would require DOHMH to create 
a Nightlife Opioid Antagonist 
Program to help prevent opioid 
overdoses in nightlife estab-
lishments. The program would 

permit nightlife establishments 
in the City to request and retain 
opioid antagonists (like Narcan) 
on premises, free of charge, for 
administration to patrons, staff 
or individuals experiencing an 
opioid overdose. This bill would 
also require DOHMH to offer free 
resources and training to staff of 
participating nightlife establish-
ments on the administration of 
opioid antagonists.
     “This is an overdue measure 
that will, simply, save lives,” said 
Council Member Chi Ossé. “Each 
overdose death is a preventable 
tragedy; we do not accept them 
here in New York City. I am proud 
to partner with Council Member 
Powers in this necessary bill and 
thrilled to see it become law. New 
York City became safer today.”
     Land Use: - 1859 Strang 
Avenue – Strang Avenue LLC 
requests approval for a zoning 
map amendment to change the 
project area which is zoned R4 
and R4-1 to contain a C2-3 com-
mercial overlay. These actions 
will facilitate the construction of 
a new single-story commercial 
retail development and include 
12 accessory parking spaces, in 
Council Member Kevin Riley’s 
district
     Halletts North Rezoning – As-
toria Owners LLC seeks a zoning 
map amendment from M1-1 to 
R7-3/ C2-4 and related zoning text 
amendments, waterfront authori-
zations, and a city map amend-
ment to facilitate a new mixed-use 
development on the waterfront of 
the Halletts Point peninsula in 
northwest Queens. It will include 
a projected 1,340 housing units, 
335 permanently affordable units 
under Mandatory Inclusionary 
Housing (MIH), 525 parking 
spaces, 525 bicycle spaces, 1,800 
square feet of commercial use, 
21,500 square feet of community 
facility space and approximately 
one acre of open space, includ-
ing a waterfront esplanade. The 
Council is modifying the appli-
cation to map MIH Option 3 (the 
“Deep Affordability” option) and 
to amend the site plan to restore 
the pedestrian walkway to its 
regulation width of 10 feet, in 
Council Member Tiffany Cabán’s 
district.  
Finance
•    A pre-considered resolution 
that approves an exemption from 
real property taxes for property 
located at 3300 Palmer Avenue 
in the Bronx in Council Member 
Kevin Riley’s district. The project 
consists of 2 buildings with 135 
units. The tax exemption will 
replace a soon-to-expire 421-A 
exemption and will keep all units 
rent restricted for 40 years. The 
AMIs will range from 75% to 
100%. 
•    A preconsidered resolution 
that approves an exemption from 
real property taxes for property 
located at 1700 Harrison Avenue 
in the Bronx in Council Member 
Piereina Sanchez’s district. The 
project consists of 1 building 
with 79 units. Currently less than 
half the units are rent restricted 
and with this tax exemption all 

also served in several roles includ-
ing as paraprofessional at P.S. 92 
in Corona and later worked with 
25 schools in School District 30, 
which includes the public schools 
in her neighborhood. She also 
was involved in other commu-
nity efforts including supporting 
the Flushing Meadow Soap Box 
Derby and collecting toys for chil-
dren with disabilities at Goldwater 
Hospital. 

Mary Moody, Community Staple,  
Memorialized With Street Co-Naming

     Waller Moody passed on June 
22, 2021 not only having experi-
enced life to its fullest but with the 
motto that life is what you make of 
it. Seventy-plus years of life active 
and deeply committed to her com-
munity in Corona and making a 
difference. She is survived by her 
daughter Andreii Lynch, grandson 
Zachery Lynch, and adopted son 
Rev. Patrick Young, Pastor of First 
Baptist Church of Corona, which 
serves the East Elmhurst and Co-
rona neighborhoods.

neighbors. Today we are giving 
out rain barrels for flood mitiga-
tion and co-hosting this hurricane 
preparedness town hall to best 
prepare our community for future 
risks. My office will continue to 
hold DEP accountable for timely 
repairs for sewage infrastructure, 
maintenance of our catch basins, 
and advocate for much needed 
capital investments for our out-
dated sewage infrastructure in our 
communities to ensure we never 
experience such tragedies again.” 

Council Member Won Host Hurricane 
Preparedness Town Hall And  

Rain Barrel Giveaway
     “The challenges our con-
stituents faced accessing aid after 
Hurricane Ida reinforced that the 
federal government must fun-
damentally change its response 
to climate disasters,” said Con-
gresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez. “Our office is currently 
working on legislation to achieve 
that goal, and we look forward to 
receiving feedback from residents 
on Saturday. We also encourage 
constituents to reach out to our 
office if they need help commu-
nicating with FEMA or want tips 
for flood preparedness.”

potential safety concerns. 
     The working group that devel-
oped the pilot included disability 
advocates, parents, bus operators 
and members of the MTA’s Acces-
sibility and Customer Experience 
teams and NYC Transit’s Depart-
ment of Buses. The group met 
throughout the spring and summer 
and reviewed seating options and 
stroller policies from other transit 
systems. 
     “Babies and their parents de-
serve a place to travel on the bus, 
just like everyone else,” said Jessica 
Murray, Ph.D., Chair of the MTA’s 
Advisory Committee on Transit 
Accessibility (ACTA) and Work-
ing Group Member. “Working 
together, bus operators, parents, 
and disabled riders were able to 
hear each other’s perspectives. I’m 
proud of the efforts of all involved 
in the working group to find pos-
sible solutions to this longstanding 
problem.” 
     “Caregivers who use strollers, 
many of whom rely on transit to get 
around our city with their children, 

have been heard,” said Christine 
Serdjenian Yearwood, UP-STAND 
Founder & CEO, ACTA member, 
and Working Group Member. “Our 
stroller working group has been en-
thusiastic about taking real action 
steps to move accessibility forward 
in a way that has been collaborative 
and thoughtful. We went through 
a lot of discussion and testing with 
a diverse group of stakeholders, 
and we are confident that this pilot 
will be very informative and help 
us continue to make progress on 
this issue.” 
     “I was excited to be part of the 
stroller working group with some 
great advocates and some of the 
best in the business when it comes 
to MTA bus operators,” said Dustin 
Jones, President & Founder of 
United for Equal Access NY Inc 
and Working Group Member “I 
think everybody deserves a seat at 
the table, or in this case on the bus, 
including caregivers looking for a 
way to be comfortable riding the 
bus with their young ones.”  
     For buses not participating in 
the pilot, the current stroller policy 
will remain in effect.

MTA Announces Citywide Open 
Stroller Pilot Program
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of them will be. The AMIs will 
range from 50% to 80%. 
•    And another preconsidered 
resolution that approves an ex-
emption from real property taxes 
for an aff iliated property lo-
cated at 1730 Harrison Avenue 
in the Bronx in Council Member 
Sanchez’s district. The project 
consists of 1 building with 77 
units. Less than half the units in 

Council Approves Legislation to Address Gun Violence, 
Support Language Access at Abortion Providers, Prevent 

Opioid Overdoses in Bars And Clubs
this building are currently rent 
restricted and with this tax ex-
emption all of them will be. The 
AMIs will similarly range from 
50% to 80%.
Rules
•    Sarah Carroll, for re-appoint-
ment as Chair of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission
•    Gail Benjamin, for appoint-
ment as a member of the New 
York City Planning Commission
•    Anthony Crowell, for appoint-

ment as a member of the New 
York City Planning Commission
•    Milton Williams, for appoint-
ment as a member of the Conflict 
of Interests Board
•    Elisa Velazquez, for appoint-
ment as a member of the New 
York City Taxi & Limousine 
Commission
•    Technical correction related to 
Rasmia Kirmani-Frye’s appoint-
ment as a member of the New 
York City Planning Commission

The Shops at Skyview is Celebrating September’s  
Hunger Action Month

Shoppers can participate in The 
Giving Table and Feed the Plate 
to help families in the community 
who suffer from food insecurity

     The Shops at Skyview is 
shedding light on an important 
cause during September’s Hun-
ger Action Month. Throughout 
September, the shopping center is 
hosting The Giving Table, a food 
donation drive which will benefit 
the Cultural Food Pantry hosted 
by Queens Museum and La Jor-
nada. In addition, Feed the Plate, 
an educational craft-based event 
scheduled for September 23, will 
feature an onsite art installation 
by local artist, Niceli Portugal, 
built to educate and help those in 
the community who suffer from 
food insecurity. 
     “Our corporate philanthropic 
initiative is fighting hunger,” said 
Wesley Sin, Marketing Manager 
at ShopCore Properties. “We are 
dedicated to eliminating the 
growing problem of childhood 
hunger by feeding young bodies 
and minds through our corporate 
initiative, CoreGiving. We are 
honored to team up with notewor-
thy local partners like La Jornada 
and the Queens Museum to collect 
donations from the community 

to combat childhood hunger in 
Queens. We believe that no child 
should experience hunger and its 
negative effects.”
     Positioned near the Skyview 
entrance, the Giving Table offers 
convenient drop off for shoppers 
to donate non-perishable food 
items to give back to the local 
community.
     “The Giving Table is a power-
ful visual representation of one in 
six children in the United States 
who go hungry,” continued Sin. 
“A striking orange table with six 
chairs will be strategically placed 
at the center’s main entrance. The 
sixth chair will be white, showcas-
ing a stark fact — that every sixth 
child experiences some form of 
food insecurity.”
     On Friday, September 23 from 
6 to 8 p.m. a “Feed the Plate” event 
will educate children about nutri-
tion, hunger, and food insecurity 
through hands-on activities such 
as complimentary kids coloring 
and arts and crafts. Participants 
will also have the opportunity to 
donate nonperishable food items 
during the event while watching 
a live art installation by artist, 
Niceli Portugal, who also serves 
as support coordinator for the 
Cultural Food Pantry. 

     For the event, Portugal and 
fellow food pantry volunteers will 
explore ways to connect with food 
and fight hunger while embrac-
ing the diversity across Queens, 
providing resources, information 
and encouraging the community 
to open space for art in their lives.
     The Shops at Skyview is a 
multi-level shopping destination 
located in Flushing, N.Y. featuring 
a growing mix of national retail-
ers and local favorites, including 
leading brands such as Target, 
Uniqlo, SkyFoods, Marshalls, and 
locals like Gong Cha and Royal 
Beauty. The Shops at Skyview 
is accented by an abundance of 
signature events, family centric 
experiences, and so much more. 
The shopping destination, con-
veniently located in Queens, N.Y., 
features a mix of premier national 
retail stores for women’s, men’s 
and children’s apparel, shoes, 
electronics, home furnishings, 
entertainment, cosmetics, grocer-
ies and more. 
     For more information about 
The Shops at Skyview and Sep-
tember’s Hunger Action Month 
activities, please visit theshop-
satskyview.com or follow Sky-
view’s social media @theshop-
satskyviewny.

Subways, Buses, Commuter 
Railroads and Paratransit Car-
ried 5.6 Million New Yorkers on 
Wednesday September 14   

Buses Set 2022 Ridership Re-
cord with Preliminary Count of 
More Than 1.5 Million Riders 
on Tuesday   

     Governor Kathy Hochul has 
announced that the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority set a sys-
temwide ridership record Wednes-
day, September 14, carrying more 
than 5.6 million riders. The sub-
way and buses carried more than 
5.2 million riders on Wednesday, 
both setting records. Subway 
ridership surpassed the previous 
record set on September 8, car-
rying 3,734,742 on Wednesday, 
a 28.5 percent increase from the 
comparable day in 2021. Bus rider-
ship hit the 1.5 million-mark with 
a preliminary total of 1,523,000 
riders, which is expected to rise 
by approximately 15 percent when 
the rider count is complete. 
     “Our record ridership num-
bers are the latest indicator that 
New York’s recovery is back on 
track, and we will continue push-

ing forward to build a better and 
stronger New York,” Governor 
Hochul said. “Riders are swiping, 
tapping, and riding their way to 
New York’s economic recovery, 
and we look forward to keeping 
this momentum going.” 
     The commuter railroads con-
tinued to show ridership growth. 
For the second consecutive day 
Metro-North Railroad set a rider-
ship record, carrying more than 
181,600 riders Wednesday, the 
highest since at least March 2020. 
The Long Island Rail Road carried 
over 200,000 riders on a weekday 
for the second time since March 
2020 on Wednesday, carrying 
more than 202,700 riders. The 
preliminary total comes second 
to the record LIRR set last week 
on September 7. 
     Access-A-Ride also reached 
a milestone of 28,000 scheduled 
trips on Wednesday, the highest 
since the onset of the COVID-19 
pandemic in March 2020. Since 
schools reopened last week, Ac-
cess-A-Ride trips have averaged 
86 percent of pre-pandemic levels. 
     MTA Chair and CEO Janno 
Lieber said, “I have heard people 
writing New York’s obituary for 

almost my whole career, and I 
can tell you that we at the MTA 
are going to prove them wrong. 
These ridership numbers are on 
the higher end of our latest pro-
jections and show mass transit is 
moving in the right direction, and 
we’re not stopping. While some 
form of work from home will 
surely continue, the surge in rider-
ship that we are seeing says that 
back to the office is a meaningful 
trend.”NYC Transit President 
Richard Davey said, “I have heard 
people writing NYs obit for almost 
my whole career, and I can tell you 
that we at the MTA are going to 
prove them wrong. One thing I’ve 
learned early in my tenure is New 
Yorkers understand the fastest, 
safest, most convenient way to 
get around the city. Anyone that 
has been in the system can feel 
it getting back to the hustle and 
bustle New York is known for. 
With the fall season approaching 
NYC Transit will continue to be 
there for customers getting them 
to school, work, and soon, playoff 
baseball games.” 
     Metro-North Railroad President 

Gov. Hochul Announces MTA Systemwide Ridership Record

Greater Jamaica Development Corp.  
to Host Inaugural Jamaica  

5.5K Walk/Run

Family festival featuring health 
and wellness demonstration, 
raffles, music, and more to follow

     On Saturday, September 24th, 
the Greater Jamaica Develop-
ment Corporation will host the 
inaugural Jamaica Q 5.5k Walk/
Run celebrating 55 years of serv-
ing southeast Queens. The Walk/
Run is open to adults, children and 
teams are welcomed. It will begin 
at York College and end at Rufus 
King Park, where the Jamaica Go! 
Family Festival will take place. 
The festival will feature health and 
wellness demonstrations, games, 
music and more. 
     Proceeds from the Walk/Run 
will be donated to the Y after 
school programs at P.S. 40 and 
P.S. 48 to help families purchase 
school supplies. Sponsors in-
clude York College, The YMCA, 
Queens Public Library, Jamaica 
Center BID, Sutphin Boulevard 
Business Improvement District, 
165th Street Mall Improvement 
Association, King Manor, Run 
Hustle Run and Greater Nexus.
     To register, visit: https://events.

elitefeats.com/22jamaicaq
     On Saturday, September 24 th, 
2022, 8:30 AM (Walk/Run), 10:30 
AM (Jamaica Go! Festival)
     Held at York College to Rufus 
King Park (start) Parking Lot of 
the Performing Arts Center,  94-
45 Guy R. Brewer Blvd.,(finish) 
Rufus King Park, Jamaica Av-
enue & 150th Street, Course map 
- https://www.mapmyrun.com/
routes/view/5092844989
     About the Greater Jamaica 
Development Corporation Greater 
Jamaica Development Corpora-
tion is a community-building 
organization that plans, promotes, 
oordinates and advances respon-
sible development to revitalize 
Jamaica and strengthen the region.
     Marshaling the resources of 
the public, private, and not-for-
profit sectors, GJDC’s work ex-
pands economic opportunity and  
improves quality of life for the 
ethnically and economically  
diverse residents of Jamaica and 
for the region at large, which ben-
efits from rational, well-planned, 
and sustainable metropolitan 
growth.

production and more.  The club 
will use its new STEM labs as 
a living renewable energy lab to 
facilitate curricula and programs 
embodying the above.
     With a project sponsor like 
Costa Constantinides, former 
Councilmember and Chairperson 
of the NYC Council’s Environ-
mental Protection Committee, 
the existing facility is already 
on an active mission to promote 
clean energy.  However, the 
redevelopment embodies how a 
long-standing community part-
ner can both lead the way and 
actively promote sustainable and 
cost effective design practices 
in tandem with advocating for a 
carbon-neutral future.

     The apartments will be de-
signed utilizing Passive House 
principles that vastly improve 
building envelope performance 
and drastically reduce heating 
and cooling energy use.  The 
project will install a 125+ KW 
rooftop solar photovoltaic sys-
tem that will offset over 10% of 
the annual residential electrical 
demand. The central courtyard 
will comprise a vegetable garden 
for use by both, the club and resi-
dential tenants, and will include 
bioretention planter boxes that 
will retain stormwater on-site.  
MERV 13 and UV filters will 
be used in select high-traffic 
locations in both the Club and 
residential program to maintain 
improved air quality in the post-
COVID landscape.

Variety Boys & Girls Club of Queens 
Announces New Redevelopment Will 

be Carbon Neutral

     “We are saddened and  
concerned by the report of a death 
of a new resident of our city’s 
shelter system yesterday. The 
health and safety of all people 
within our city systems is para-
mount, and the loss of one of our 
most recent residents who likely 
endured great challenges before 
arriving here is heartbreaking. 
The City has a responsibility to 
ensure the effective coordination 
of services and overall support 
for all residents in our shelter 
system. The complexities with 
meeting the needs of those seek-
ing asylum without family con-

Statement From Speaker Adrienne 
Adams And Deputy Speaker Diana 

Ayala, Chair of The General Welfare 
Committee, on Death of Woman in a 

New York City Shelter
nections here requires additional 
efforts that we must undertake 
with the support of our partners 
at every level of government and 
the non-profit sector. The Council 
will constructively work with all 
stakeholders to ensure the City 
fulfills its obligation to all of our 
residents. It is reprehensible that 
elected officials from other states 
are transporting individuals and 
families with children for politi-
cal gain. They must be account-
able for the detrimental impact 
they are having on the health 
and overall well-being of these 
vulnerable individuals.”
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

VINELAND JS LLC. Filed 
6/14/2022. Off ice: Queens 
Co. SSNY designated as 
agent for process & shall 
mail to: 6135 DRY HARBOR 
RD, MIDDLE VILLAGE, NY 
11379. Purpose: General. 
8/18,25,9/1,8,15,&22/2022

CTSQ 3311 LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 8/11/2022. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 3636 
Main St., #CS, Flushing, NY 
11354. General Purpose. 
8/18,25,9/1,8,15,&22/2022

Notice of Formation of ROSAS 
STUDIOS LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 07/22/2022. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 47-15 47th 
Street, Queens, NY 11377. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
8/18,25,9/1,8,15&22/2022

6517 Ave Management LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 1/31/2022. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 3636 
Main St., #CS, Flushing, NY 
11354. General Purpose. 
8/18,25,9/1,8,15&22/2022

BRRM LLC, Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 08/10/2022. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
Ross Mignoli, 81-38 263rd 
Street, Glen Oaks, NY 11004. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
8/25,9/1,8,15,22&29/2022

Notice of formation of THE 
MUNCHZ SPOT LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 8/17/22. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail copy 
of process against LLC to: 
35-07 Broadway, Astoria, NY 
11106. Purpose: any lawful act. 
8/25,9/1,8,15,22&29/2022

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
BUTTERFLY SENIOR DAY 
CARE LLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 06/15/2022. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to: 3716 73rd Street, Suite 401, 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
8/25,9/1,8,15,22&29/2022

CASA 34 STREET LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 05/19/22. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 14-38 
31st Drive, Astoria, NY  11106.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/1,8,15,22,29&10/6/2022

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
WAG M I  E N T E R P R I S E S 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
o n  0 4 / 0 9 / 2 0 2 2 .  O f f i c e 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: 14728 90th Avenue, Apt 
2F,  Jamaica,  NY 11435. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.  
9/1,8,15 22,29&10/6/2022

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
RESUMING FORWARD LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/25/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1050 Neilson Street, 
2A, Far Rockaway, NY 11691. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
9/1,8,15 22,29&10/6/2022

154 RIVERSIDE LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
08/25/22. Office: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 26-07 
166th Street, Flushing, NY  11358.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/1,8,15,22,29&10/6/2022      

Notice of Formation of LE 
BEST SITTER LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/04/2022. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: PO Box 45-43, 44th 
Street, Sunnyside, NY 11104. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.  
9/8,15 22,29,10/6&13/2022

Notice of Formation of J&S 
HOME MAKEOVERS, LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/27/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 61-
48 71st Street, Basement, 
Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.  
9/8,15 22,29,10/6&13/2022

Notice of Formation of 
SOULFIT ATHLETICS, 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 04/17/2022. Office loca-
tion: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 13904 
Glassboro Avenue, Jamaica, 
NY 11435. Purpose: any 
lawful activities. 9/8,15 
22,29,10/6&13/2022

15020 REALTY LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 09/07/2022. Off ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be ser ved. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
Anthony Carollo, 11-05 154th 
St., Whitestone, NY 11357. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
9/15,22,29,10/6,13&20/2022

Queens FM Development 
L.P. Cert filed w/ SSNY on 
9/1/22. Office: Queens Co. 
SSNY designated as agent for 
process & shall mail to: 61-27 
186th St., Fresh Meadows, NY 
11365. Name & addr of G.P.(s) 
f iled w/ SSNY. Term: until 
3/17/2122. Purpose: any lawful. 
9/15,22,29,10/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of ELMCO 
CLEANING SERVICES LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/23/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 98-25 65TH Road, 
Apt 5B, Rego Park, NY 11374. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
9/15, 22,29,10/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of TDL 
BASKETBALL LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/06/2022. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 17915 
145th Drive, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.  
9/15,22, 29.10/6,13&20/2022

and LIRR Interim President 
Catherine Rinaldi said, “It 
is nice to see customers 
returning in such numbers, 
as it speaks to the attractive-
ness of taking the railroad 
to move around the region. 
This ridership resurgence 
comes at a great time. The 
new TrainTime app has 
been downloaded 295,000 
times, with 1.2 million us-
ers and 1.75 million tickets 
purchased through the app 
since its launch. We look 
forward to welcoming more 
riders back to the railroads 
as we head into the fall and 
the holiday season.” 
     The ridership records 
come as the Authority’s 
contactless fare payment 
system, OMNY, celebrated 
a milestone. The 500 mil-
lionth OMNY tap occurred 
just before 3:00 p.m. on 
September 15 at Grand 
Central subway station on 
the 4-5-6 line when a rider 
named Debbie was return-
ing home to Brooklyn from 
a work meeting in Midtown 
Manhattan as she tapped 
her phone on a turnstile, she 
was greeted by MTA work-
ers who congratulated her 

for being the half billionth 
person to pay with OMNY. 
At a ceremony minutes later 
she was presented with a 
$100 pre-loaded OMNY 
card and OMNY-branded 
clothing in recognition of 
the milestone. 
     MTA Acting Chief 
Customer Officer Shanifah 
Rieara said, “This milestone 
demonstrates what tran-
sit customers increasingly 
already know - OMNY is 
the best, fastest, and most 
convenient way to ride with 
New York City Transit. 
OMNY is becoming the 
preferred mode of payment 
for hundreds of thousands 
of customers every day on 
subways and buses. As we 
continue to roll out OMNY 
throughout the MTA sys-
tem, we look forward to 
seeing more riders tapping 
their way around the city.” 
Subway Rider Debbie who 
recorded the 500 millionth 
tap said, “I really appreci-
ate being able to take the 
subway, being able to get to 
work and back home safely. 
And the convenience of us-
ing OMNY.” 
     OMNY, or One Metro 
New York, debuted to the 
public in 2019 as a pilot 

phase at 19 subway sta-
tions and on Staten Island 
buses. The rollout of the 
contactless system was 
completed in December of 
2020, with all 472 subway 
stations and the entirety of 
the MTA’s 5,800 bus fleet 
is now equipped with ap-
proximately 15,000 OMNY 
readers. 
     The Authority launched 
the OMNY fare-capping 
pilot on subways and buses 
earlier this year. The fare-
capping pilot includes a 
“Lucky 13” feature where, 
starting with the 13th ride 
of each week, every ad-
ditional ride on subways or 
buses is free for the rest of 
that week. 
     On the commuter rail, 
both LIRR and Metro-
North continue to offer 
fare discount packages, and 
recently rolled out a new 
TrainTime app. TrainTime 
combined ticket purchasing 
with real-time train track-
ing, and capacity tracking, 
and has been well received 
by customers. Since its 
launch TrainTime has had 
295,000 new downloads, 
1.2 million users and over 
1.75 million tickets have 
been purchased.

Gov. Hochul Announces MTA Systemwide 
Ridership Record

(Continued from page 10)

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
LAPHATTE LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 09/01/2022. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: 3749 81st Street, 7D, 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
9/22,29,10/6,13,20&27/2022

MMBTL LLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 09/18/22. 
Office: Queens  County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 107 23 FERN 
PL, QUEENS, NY, 11433. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/22,29,10/6,13,20&27/2022

Notice of Formation of DNP-Z 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/06/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 8 The Green, 
Ste A, Dover, De, 19901. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
9/22,29,10/6,13,20&27/2022
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