T I MES
QUEENS

Published for the Borough of Queens

VOLUME 27, NO. 39

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

Government Impostor
Scams on The Rise

Say what you will about Washington politics, but older
Americans generally still trust many of the federal government’s agencies and operations. Unfortunately, crooks know
this. The AARP Fraud Watch Network has been inundated
with calls about scams involving someone impersonating an
IRS agent, Medicare official, Social Security Administration
officer, FBI agent or other government worker.
The Federal Trade Commission received more than 2.5
million reports of these scams from 2017 through the middle
of 2022, with losses of more than $2 billion. As a result, the
FTC has just proposed a rule that would help hold the impersonators accountable, and help the commission recover some
of the money stolen from scam victims. Among other things,
the rule would ban the fraudulent use of government logos and
fake .gov email addresses. (The FTC is now seeking public
comments at regulations.gov.)
Here are some of the more common impostor frauds.
1. FTC fakes - The Helpline recently heard from a victim
who lost $150,000 to this scam, where a caller pretends to be
an FTC commissioner and asks for or demands money, in the
form of gift cards, cryptocurrency, or you name it. The FTC
warns that this scam is on the rise, and notes, “Whether the
caller promises you a prize or threatens you with arrest — and
even if they give a (fake) badge number — that’s a scammer.”
It adds that the FTC will never call, email, text or message
you on social media to ask for money, nor will it threaten you
with arrest. The agency asks people who receive these calls
to report them to ReportFraud.ftc.gov.
2. Medicare malice - A 90-year-old Maine resident received
a call from someone claiming to be a Medicare official. The
impostor said that Medicare was sending out new plastic cards
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona,
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip.
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2022

Government Impostor Scams on The Rise
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to protect beneficiaries from the
spread of COVID-19. The caller
needed to confirm his Medicare
number to make sure the card
was accurate. He gave his Medicare number to the scammer but
reported the incident to Medicare
in time to stop any rip-offs.
3. Grants grift - A “friend”
on Facebook told a 69-year-old
Riverside, California, woman that
she had received a large federal
grant. The woman was eventually
talked into sending $65,000 for a
promised $180,000 federal grant
that never came. Turns out that
the Facebook friend’s account was
hacked and the contact had come
from a scammer.
The government won’t reach out
to offer you a federal grant. Grants
require an application, and they
are always for a specific purpose.
4. Social Security scam - An
85-year-old Maryland woman got
a call from someone pretending
to be a federal agent who said her
Social Security number had been
stolen and used to rent a car that
was involved in a violent crime.
This incident had compromised
both her Social Security and bank
accounts, she was told, and both
were to be “suspended.” To keep
access to money she needed to pay
her bills, she was told to go to a
local store and convert her cash in
the bank to Bitcoin, then transfer it
to a secure account that was set up

for her. She did — and lost $8,000
to impostors.
5. Student-loan con - A couple
in Indianapolis got a call from
someone who stated his government agency was handling the
student-loan-forgiveness debtcancellation program that President Biden had signed into law.
The caller just needed their Social
Security and banking information
to complete the application. The
couple complied, but then they
grew suspicious and reported the
encounter to the bank in time to
stop any losses.
6. FBI flimflam - A 79-yearold Pembroke Pines, Florida, man
was contacted by a fake FBI agent
who said he had won a $1.9 million sweepstakes, but the money
was being held until he could pay
fees and taxes. He eventually sent
$100,000 to what he believed was
the FBI consumer affairs branch,
and the money has not been recovered.
The bottom line: Don’t let your
instinct to cooperate with someone claiming to be with the federal
government be your downfall.
This list of government practices
should help you spot impostors.
Here are some things the government does and doesn’t do.
• The federal government will
not call you unsolicited and ask
for personal information. The
agencies already have details like
your Medicare and Social Security
numbers.

•
Any important communications from the federal government
usually come via the U.S. Postal
Service.
• No federal government agency
will initiate a serious contact with
you through social media, text or
email.
• The government won’t reach
out to offer you a federal grant.
Grants require an application,
and they are always for a specific
purpose.
• No government office will ask
you for an upfront payment before
sending you a benefit, grant or
refund.
• The government won’t suspend
benefits from Social Security or
Medicare because someone else
misused your identification. Federal law enforcement agents also
won’t bully you into revealing
personal information such as your
bank account number.
• Agencies won’t take payments
in prepaid gift cards, wire transfers or cryptocurrency.
• Social security impostors take
scams to the next level
• 8 tips to scam-proof your life
during the pandemic
• Beware of ‘Becky from Medicare’ robocall
AARP’s Fraud Watch Network
can help you spot and avoid scams.
Sign up for free Watchdog Alerts,
review our scam-tracking map,
or call our toll-free fraud helpline
at 877-908-3360 if you or a loved
one suspect you’ve been a victim.
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of food. To help feed a family
in our community sign up as a
volunteer at the food pantry. To
sign up as a volunteer please
email Gabe Boxer at volunteer@
jccrp.org

The Puppet Little Amal’s Final Visit to Queens
(Continued from page 1)
The puppet Little Amal and Amir
Nizar Zuabi, Artistic Director of
“The Walk” made their final visit to
Queens. In the morning Little Amal
visited the intersection of Van Cleef

Street and Westside Avenue in Corona Heights to help dedicate a community park and garden. In the late
afternoon Little Amal visited Flushing Meadows-Corona Park where
she visited the Queens Museum, the
Unisphere, and the Queens Theatre,

also in Corona Heights. In the early
evening Little Amal visited Jackson
Heights where she strolled from
Diversity Plaza to 34th Avenue and
77th Street. The puppet Little Amal
said to all, “Sayonara, Arriverderci,
Auf Wiedersehen!”
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to the community. JCCRP offers
information and referral services
about community activities &
resources. The JCCRP has many
volunteer opportunities to help
with the packing and distribution

Queens District Attorney
Melinda Katz and the New York
Cit y Police Depar t ment announced that 62 guns were collected at Calvary Assembly of God
Church in Ozone Park, Queens.
The gun buyback comes as the city
has experienced an increase in gun
violence and sought to curb this
devastation by accepting working unloaded firearms — with no
questions asked — in exchange for
compensation.
The gun buy-back event was cosponsored by the NYPD, the Office of the State Attorney General
Letitia James, Assembly Member
Jenifer Rajkumar and Assembly
Member David Weprin.
DA Katz said, “Every effort that
we make against the proliferation
of gun violence makes an impact. I
am committed to investigating and
prosecuting drivers of violence but
it is just as important for all of us to

work together as a community on
meaningful solutions before such
violence occurs. Each of the 62
guns recovered today is a potential
life saved and a potential tragedy
averted. I thank the NYPD, our
community partners, faith-based
leaders and co-sponsors for their
unwavering commitment to public
safety.”
“Taking guns off the streets
is essential to preserving public
safety and fighting crime,” said
New York Attorney General Letitia James. “Gun buybacks are one
of the many measures we are taking to prevent potential tragedies
and save lives. Every New Yorker
deserves to feel safe in their
neighborhood, and my office will
continue to do everything to protect communities in Queens and
across the state. I thank District
Attorney Katz and our partners in
law enforcement for their shared
commitment to this initiative.”
Assembly Member Weprin said,

“Gun violence is truly becoming
an epidemic in our communities.
“It’s important that we, as elected
officials, take direct action and
partner with community leaders
to take guns off the street. Thus,
I’m proud to be one of the many
co-sponsors of DA Katz’ gun
buyback initiative”
Assembly Member Rajkumar
said, “Each gun we recovered today is a possible tragedy averted
and a precious life saved. Our city
has already experienced 1,000
shootings this year. We must use
every tool at our disposal to tackle
this crisis. That is why I supported
today’s gun buyback initiative in
my district, which gets guns off
our streets and will bring down
the deadly toll of firearms. Thank
you to District Attorney Katz for
helping organize this event.”
This buyback was the seventh
of DA Katz’s administration.
Combined, they have collected
nearly 400 guns.
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QBP Donovan Richards Launches Tree Planting
Crowdsourcing Campaign
Calling on borough residents to
recommend possible locations
In recognition of Climate Week
NYC, an annual showcase of efforts to combat climate change,
Queens Borough President Donovan Richards Jr. is launching a
new crowdsourcing campaign
encouraging Queens residents
to recommend locations in their
neighborhoods where they think
trees should be planted.
The campaign is supported by
a $100,000 allocation by Borough
President Richards in Fiscal Year
2023 for tree planting across
Queens. The funding is part of
the “Million More Trees” initiative, a joint effort announced by
all five Borough Presidents earlier
this year to have the City plant one
million trees by 2030.
“Trees cool us, beautify our
neighborhoods, and cleanse our

environment by absorbing carbon
and rainwater,” said Borough
President RICHARDS. “That’s
why I’m proud to have allocated
$100,000 toward the planting of
trees in Queens. But your help
is vital in determining the best
places to plant them. Your valuable suggestions will help inform
process as we bring much-needed,
life sustaining trees to communities across our borough.”
From now through Tuesday,
October 18, residents can submit
their suggestions for tree planting
sites by filling out the form available here and at www.queensbp.
org.
Recommended sites must be
locations of empty lots or other
neighborhood spots that are not
paved over and are amenable to
planting. Locations within existing parks are not being accepted
at this time.

Submissions will be reviewed
by the Queens Borough President’s Office and by the NYC
Department of Parks and Recreation. Preference will be given to
underserved areas that lack shade
and suffer from severe heat zone
effects.
The Queens Borough President’s Office is also interested in
hearing from businesses and other
organizations that would consider
partnering with this initiative by
contributing funds for the purchase and planting of trees. The
office is also looking for landscapers and arborists who are willing
to participate in the project.
Anyone with questions about
the crowdsourcing campaign or
the Million More Trees initiative can reach out to the Queens
Borough President’s Office by
emailing info@queensbp.org or
calling 718-286-3000.

Mayor Adams And Chancellor Matos Rodríguez Launch
CUNY Inclusive Economy Initiative to Boost Student Career
Success And Fuel a More Equitable Recovery
Public-Private Partnership Features $16 Million Initial Investment in Campus-Industry Engagement, Advising and Internships for CUNY Students
Cognizant Foundation and other
Industry Partners Will Help Start
the CUNY Industry Support Unit
to Help More Businesses
Mayor Eric Adams and CUNY
Chancellor Félix V. Matos Rodríguez recently announced the
launch of the CUNY Inclusive
Economy Initiative, a $16 million public-private partnership to
improve career success of CUNY
students and fuel the growth of
businesses in New York City. The
initiative will help the city meet
its goal to connect 80 percent of
CUNY graduates to careers following graduation by 2030.
The initiative will help thousands more CUNY students as
they successfully embark on their
careers by investing public and
private funds to expand industry
engagement, advising, and internship opportunities for CUNY
students.
“As a CUNY alum, I know
the important role this institution
plays in helping New Yorkers create a better future for themselves
and their families,” said Mayor
Adams. “Career preparedness
comes from a mixture of education, commitment, and early exposure to workforce development
— allowing students to light a
path to economic mobility. By
launching the CUNY Inclusive
Economy Initiative, we are growing the student-to-career pipeline
for CUNY students and providing early exposure to professions
through skills training and quality
internships.”
“The Inclusive Economy Initiative builds on proven models for
connecting students to in-demand
careers and expanding the capacity of CUNY campuses to grow
and sustain talent pipelines with
employers across multiple fastgrowing sectors — such as tech,
healthcare and green jobs,” said
Chancellor Matos Rodríguez.

“Thanks to the leadership of
Mayor Adams and the generous
support of our partners, we will be
able to connect even more CUNY
students to paid internships, apprenticeships and jobs. Together,
we are making CUNY the go-to
place for all industries when they
are looking to hire talent. We
know it hasn’t always been easy
to work with a big institution like
CUNY. We want to change that
and our plans will make it easier
for employers to access our talent. Our 2030 goal is bold, but it
is crucial to help New York City
recover and prosper.”
“New York City’s best and
brightest talent is right here in
our CUNY schools – and the
new CUNY Inclusive Economy
Initiative provides them with the
work experiences, connections to
employers and professional skills
to thrive,” said Deputy Mayor
for Strategic Initiatives Sheena
Wright. “I applaud the myriad of
private, public and philanthropic
partners who are stepping up to
ensure we have a more equitable,
inclusive pipeline to emerging
careers.”
“Investing in New Yorkers and
preparing them to succeed in the
workplace is how we will ensure
our city continues to thrive in
the global economy of the 21st
century,” said Deputy Mayor for
Economic and Workforce Development Maria Torres Springer.
“The Inclusive Economy Initiative leverages CUNY’s scale and
its proven role as an engine for
economic mobility while adding
critical infrastructure to help
employers grow right here in the
five boroughs.”
“Talent is what will drive our
economic recovery, and today’s
investment is a down payment on
our future as a city,” said Mayor’s
Office of Talent and Workforce
Development Executive Director
Abby Jo Sigal. “The Inclusive
Economy Initiative is an important step forward in positioning
New Yorkers to benefit from
diverse, growing industries while
also ensuring that our city’s employers can access, hire, and train

the diverse talent they need.”
CUNY Inclusive Economy Initiative
The new initiative builds on
the success of existing CUNY
industry partnerships, including
the New York Jobs CEO Council
and CUNY Futures in Finance,
by expanding campus capacity to
directly grow and sustain talent
pipelines that will benefit CUNY’s more than 400,000 degree
and non-degree students.
The CUNY Inclusive Economy
Initiative consists of three pillars:
1. Building an industry-campus
backbone: CUNY will launch
an industry-campus backbone
to build talent pipelines directly
with the City’s employers through
dedicated industry engagement
staff on campuses and a Central
Industry Support Unit to serve as a
front door to businesses. Industry
engagement staff will focus on a
diversity of sectors, including the
in-demand, high-potential fields
of tech, healthcare, and green jobs.
2. Boosting career capacity:
Industry engagement staff will be
paired with hybrid career and academic advisors to prepare students
for the opportunities generated by
the industry-campus backbone.
3. Connecting students to internships: CUNY Career Launch
internship program will provide
2,000 career-connected internships this summer to CU NY
students with an emphasis on students from Community Colleges
and those who have no previous
internship experience.
In conjunction with the launch
of the CUNY Inclusive Economy
Initiative, CUNY will also relaunch the CU NY Off ice of
Careers & Industry Partnerships
and elevate this unit to the Chancellor’s cabinet.
Private Commitments - Building an inclusive economy is an
all-hands on deck effort that cannot be achieved by CUNY or the
City alone. Today’s announcement
also features over $3M in commitments from industry and philanthropic partners who are joining
(Continued on page 9)
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Velázquez Introduces a Resolution in
Support of World Contraception Day
On World Contraception Day,
Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez (DNY) introduced a resolution that
expresses support for global and
domestic access to contraception
and encourages Congress and the
Administration to study contraceptive deserts and ways federal
policy can address the issue.
“Contraception isn’t just a
part of health care, but a means
for people to have control over
when they want to start a family,”
said Velázquez. “For so many,
accessing contraception can be
a near impossible task especially
in communities of color and the
LGBTQ+ community. I’m proud
to introduce this resolution which
will raise awareness about contraception and help people make
informed choices on their sexual
and reproductive health.”
Globally, 270 million people
have an unmet need for family
planning using modern contraception, and in the United States
19 million women of reproductive
age live in an area with a lack of
reasonable access in their county
to a health center that offers the
full range of contraceptive methods. Research has shown that
some women of color experience
implicit and explicit racism when
interacting with the medical system, lack of quality information
about effective family planning
methods, and an inability to access or afford reproductive health
care. Effective contraception has
been shown to be an important
strategy to maintaining and improving mental health and wellbeing. Access to contraception
has also been shown to increase
labor force participation and
boost economic health and prosperity. In addition, studies have
showed that preventing teenagers
from accessing contraceptives
puts teens at risk of unintended
pregnancies and sexually transmitted diseases, including HIV.
This resolution has been
co-sponsored by Reps. Yvette
Clarke, Jim McGovern, Carolyn
B. Maloney, Grace Meng, Jerrold Nadler, Dina Titus, Rashida
Tlaib, Suzan Delbene, Suzzane

Bonamici, Jan Schakowsky, Judy
Chu, and Jamaal Bowman, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Adriano
Espaillat, and Marie Newman
“Our reproductive rights,
especially abortion access, are
facing relentless attacks. While
birth control is no substitute for
abortion access, access to contraception is critical to control our
own bodies, health, and futures.
Everyone, no matter where they
live, should be able to protect their
bodily autonomy and have access
to the resources to determine their
futures. We are grateful for reproductive rights champions like Rep.
Nydia Velázquez for introducing
this resolution recognizing World
Contraception Day and emphasizing the need to invest in programs
that increase access to contraception, like Title X and international
family planning and reproductive
health programs. We thank Rep.
Velázquez for her longtime commitment to protecting sexual and
reproductive health and rights in
the U.S. and across the globe,”
said Alexis McGill Johnson,
president and CEO, Planned Parenthood Federation of America.
“As anti-choice extremists
across the country continue to
show their cards and make clear
that birth control access is on the
line, protecting this fundamental
freedom is as essential as ever.
Each of us must have the freedom
to make our own decisions about
our lives, bodies, and futures,
and contraception is a key way
to ensure that is a reality. We’re
grateful to Rep. Velázquez for
her leadership and for sponsoring this resolution on World
Contraception Day during this
pivotal moment for reproductive
freedom,” said NAR AL ProChoice America President Mini
Timmaraju.
This resolution is also endorsed by the National Family
Planning & Reproductive Health
Association, NARAL Pro-Choice
America, Power to Decide, National Council of Jewish Women,
Planned Parenthood Federation
of America, and the National
Women’s Law Center.

Schumer Announces Push to Add
$290m to This Week’s Budget to Fight
‘Rainbow’ Fentanyl
On the heels of a rare public
warning from the U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)
and officials across Long Island,
U.S. Senator Charles Schumer
announced a push to beat back
“Rainbow Fentanyl,” which is the
latest and perhaps darkest attempt
by drug-traffickers and dealers to
lure and addict young users to the
very deadly drug.
Schumer said he will make the
national funding push this week,
as part of the must-pass budget
vote that needs to occur to keep
the government funded. Schumer
said that in addition to the public
warnings about this latest fentanyl
ploy, his office was also briefed
about the federal teams tasked with
fighting this scourge. Schumer said
these teams, 61 across the U.S, need
sustained federal funds to win the
larger fentanyl fight, contend with
this latest and dangerous ‘rainbow’

tactic, and prepare for what might
come next. Schumer said that drugtraffickers and dealers are well
aware of the federal crackdown on
the fentanyl supply chain and that
they will stop at nothing to try and
innovate new ways to push this
deadly drug.
According to the Office of
National Drug Control Policy and
the CDC, the Overdose Response
Strategy Team (ORS) is an unprecedented and unique collaboration
between public health and public
safety, created to help local communities reduce drug overdoses and
save lives by sharing timely data,
pertinent intelligence and evidencebased and innovative strategies. The
ORS is implemented by teams made
up of Drug Intelligence Officers
and Public Health Analysts, who
work together on drug overdose
(Continued on page 4)
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Con Edison Outlines Climate Priorities
Climate Week Events Underscore the Company’s Clean Energy Commitment
Con Edison’s energy thought
leaders participated in Climate
Week events across the city to
highlight the company’s efforts
to fight climate change and help
customers find the right solutions
for their energy needs. During
Climate Week and throughout the
year, Con Edison works to increase
awareness of opportunities for
New Yorkers to decarbonize and
improve their energy efficiency
with incentives that make them
more affordable and bring down
energy costs.
“Achieving equitable energy
solutions is part of our work,” said
Con Edison’s Gregory Elcock,vice
president of Energy Efficiency
& Distributed Resources, said at
Climate Week NYC’s Efficiency
+ Electrification + Affordability:
The Recipe for Equitable, ClimateFriendly Buildings Roundtable.
“We are designing programs and
policies that recognize the diversity of the building stock and
living situations of people in New
York. It’s a very different thing
to electrify a one-family home
in Riverdale compared to a rent
stabilized building in Bushwick.
That means making sure we are
providing the resources, outreach,
and offerings that meet the needs
of all New Yorkers.”
Whether customers want to save
money on their monthly energy
bills, switch to an electric vehicle
or a fleet, or figure out how to
comply with New York City Local
Law 97, Con Edison experts offer
practical solutions.
Frank Cuomo, a general manager in Steam Operations for Con
Edison, was the keynote speaker
for the BuildingsNY Expo.
“The bottom line is, we want our
customers to reach out to us if they
have questions about their energy
needs,” said Cuomo. “We’re here
to help and when possible, defray
the cost of shifting to clean-energy
technologies with rebates and
incentives.”
Con Edison offers programs
to help businesses reduce their
energy costs and comply with New
York City’s Climate Mobilization
Act, which requires cutting carbon
emissions at least 40 percent by
2030 and 80 percent by 2050.
Con Edison offers incentives
worth up to 70 percent of project

costs for eligible measures. Energy
incentives for multi-family units
for new construction or retrofits
can cover up to 85 percent of
projects.
Cuomo outlined the company’s
efforts to protect its customers
from climate change. The company is leading the transition
to renewables and low-carbon
economy while investing to harden
its energy systems against severe
weather.
With a deep understanding of
the challenges owners of some of
New York’s most iconic buildings face in trying to meet their
energy efficiency goals, Cuomo
discussed the company’s work to
decarbonizing the steam system as
part of Con Edison’s Clean Energy
Commitment.
Transitioning the steam system
includes a massive scale-up of
technologies to supply clean energy. Con Edison plans significant
investments in its steam system relating to clean energy, core service,
climate resilience, and customer
engagement through 2031.
Clean steam can help customers
avoid costly, deep retrofits to their
buildings and significant tenant
disruption. Steam also frees up
valuable space that would otherwise be filled with equipment for
heating, hot water, air conditioning, and in some cases humidification and sterilization.
In addition to current steam
customers, approximately 6,000
large buildings operating on oil or
gas near steam mains could benefit from this transition. Of these
buildings, more than 1,000 would
have a net-zero cost connection.
At Climate Week NYC’s Roundtable Executive Series on Building
City Resilience, Con Edison’s
Shaun Smith, director of Distribution Planning, said: “Con Edison
is 100 percent committed to a
clean energy future and the goals
of the CLCPA. We are guided by
our Clean Energy Commitment
and align our programs, such as
Energy Efficiency and Clean Heat,
to execute on these goals and focus
on improving the lives of people in
the communities we serve, including disadvantaged communities
and environmental justice areas.”
Smith emphasized the care
the company takes to make sure

that the right information gets to
the right customer and that the
information is easy to understand
and find.
Cliff Baratta, section manager
in Con Edison’s Electric Vehicle
Strategy and Markets group,
kicked off his remarks at a press
conference with Ford Motor Co.,
and FLO to support investments
in infrastructure for a clean energy future, by saying, “Nobody
is more excited about EVs than
Con Edison.”
“As NYC’s electric utility, Con
Edison’s role is nothing less than
designing, building and operating
the infrastructure that will underpin the entire shift toward electric
transportation,” Baratta continued.
“That goes hand-in-hand with our
commitment to supply 100 percent
clean power by 2040, as New
York builds out its wind and solar
resources.”
A cadre of employees volunteered to support the Friends of
Governors Island on a landscape
restoration project, with Billion
Oyster Project and the Bee Conservancy.
Con Edison volunteers also
supported the American Littoral
Society for a shoreline cleanup
at Spring Creek Park to celebrate
International Coastal Cleanup
Day.
Con Edison is also a
proud supporter of the Fund for
Public Housing’s Climate Action
Network, a newly launched grant
program to fund NYCHA residentled projects in community climate
action and sustainability.
Con Edison is a subsidiary of
Consolidated Edison, Inc. [NYSE:
ED], one of the nation’s largest
investor-owned energy companies,
with approximately $14 billion
in annual revenues and $65 billion in assets. The utility delivers
electricity, natural gas and steam,
and serves 3.5 million customers
in New York City and Westchester
County. Through Consolidated
Edison Inc.’s subsidiary, Con
Edison Clean Energy Businesses,
the company is the second-largest
solar developer in the United
States. For financial, operations
and customer service information,
visit conEd.com. For energy efficiency information, visit coned.
com/energyefficiency. Also, visit
us on Twitter and Facebook.

Gillibrand Calls For Emergency Energy Assistance Funding
For Low-Income New Yorkers
Home Heating Bills Are Expected To Be 39% Higher In
Parts Of Upstate New York Than
Last Winter
With residential energy costs
expected to r ise nationwide
this winter, today, U.S. Senator
Kirsten Gillibrand held a video
press conference calling for emergency supplemental funding for
the Low Income Home Energy
Assistance Program (LIHEAP).
LIHEAP is a federal program
that helps millions of Americans,
including over 1 million New York
households, heat their homes.
However, as natural gas, heating
oil, and electricity prices are expected to rise, Gillibrand is calling
on Congress to provide additional
funding to the program to ensure
that families can continue to af-

ford their heating bills throughout
the winter months.
“LIHEAP provides a lifeline
for hundreds of thousands of
low-income New Yorkers,” said
Senator Gillibrand. “As winter approaches and the cost of groceries
and other essentials remains high,
our families simply cannot afford
to pay exorbitant heating bills.
We have to do everything in our
power to ensure that New Yorkers
have what they need to stay safe
and warm throughout the coming
months and I urge Congress to
provide this additional funding to
LIHEAP immediately.”
Senator Gillibrand has consistently worked to help New Yorkers
afford their utilities. Earlier this
year, Senator Gillibrand called
on the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission to use its statutory

authority to ensure that Americans’ household energy bills
would not be driven up by energy
market manipulation in wholesale
natural gas and electricity markets. Last year, she called on the
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) to address the
ongoing energy crisis and ensure
families that rely on LIHEAP had
the resources they needed to stay
warm through the winter. When
millions of workers were laid off
at the onset of the pandemic, Senator Gillibrand fought alongside
her colleagues to deliver $900
million in LIHEAP funding in
the CARES Act and an additional
$4.5 billion in supplemental funding to the program as part of the
American Rescue Plan.
(Continued on page 9)
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New York City Council Calls For
Jones Act Waiver in Puerto Rico
New York City Council Speaker
Adrienne Adams and the Council’s members of Puerto Rican
descent — Deputy Speaker Diana
Ayala, Council Member Rafael
Salamanca, Council Member Carlina Rivera, Council Member
Marjorie Velázquez, Council
Member Amanda Farías, Council Member Tiffany Cabán, and
Council Member Alexa Avilés —
called for the federal government
to provide a waiver to the Jones
Act for Puerto Rico in order to
help the island recover from the
aftermath of Hurricane Fiona.
The request was made in a letter
to President Biden, Senate Majority Leader Schumer, and House
Speaker Pelosi.
“A waiver for Puerto Rico during this time will allow a faster
and cheaper supply of essentials
to reach the islands,” the letter
states. “Their isolation from the
mainland of the country makes
rebuilding particularly difficult
and expensive and so we should
do everything in our power to
mitigate these issues.”
The letter also urged that the
Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) reduce bureaucracy that undermines people’s
access to aid and its equitable
distribution. FEMA’s own data
has shown disparities in assistance for low-income, Black, and
Latino disaster survivors as a result of administrative burdens and
requirements, as well as a lack of
diversity within the agency.
“Additionally, we urge that
FEMA ease any unnecessary red
tape that will slow the pace of recovery and support for the people
of Puerto Rico, as well as ensure
an equitable response,” the letter
continues. “FEMA’s own data has
shown disparities in assistance1

for low-income, Black and Latino
disaster survivors. Administrative
burdens and requirements often
present the greatest barriers to
communities that are least able to
overcome them to access aid. It is
important that assistance and recovery funds be released quickly
to those in greatest need without
excessive bureaucratic burdens.”
Background on The Jones Act
- The Merchant Marine Act of
1920, also known as the Jones Act,
requires that goods shipped from
one American port to another
be transported on a ship that is
American-built, American owned
and crewed by U.S. citizens or
permanent residents.
The goal of the legislation
was to ensure the existence of a
thriving US-owned commercial
shipping industry, a topic that had
become salient during World War
I, when blockades underscored
the close link between maritime
commerce and warfare.
One section of the law requires
goods transported by ship from
one US destination to another to
be carried on US-flagged ships
that were constructed in the United States, owned by US citizens,
and crewed by US legal permanent
residents and citizens. The idea is
that in case of war there should
always be a big supply of American-made, American-owned,
American-crewed ships that could
be counted on (and, if necessary,
conscripted) to supply American
commerce even in hazardous
conditions. Since global oceanic
shipbuilding is more dominant
overseas, this makes them uncompetitive in global terms. In the
event of a disaster, the Jones Act
stifles ships to be able to mobilize
quickly, delaying any shipment of
goods and supplies.

Schumer Announces Push to Add
$290m to This Week’s Budget to Fight
‘Rainbow’ Fentanyl
(Continued from page 3)

issues within and across sectors,
states, and territories. By sharing
information across sectors, the ORS
is growing the body of evidence
related to early warning signs and
prevention strategies. The mission
of the ORS is to help communities
reduce fatal and non-fatal drug
overdoses by connecting public
health and public safety agencies,
sharing information, and supporting
evidence-based interventions.
In New York, the ORS team
works across local, state and federal
agencies to get ahead of fentanyl—
from upending trafficking to informing public safety, public health,
public education officials and more.
According to DEA, brightlycolored fentanyl is being seized
in multiple forms, including pills,
powder, and blocks that resembles
sidewalk chalk. Despite claims that
certain colors may be more potent
than others, there is no indication
through DEA’s laboratory testing
that this is the case. Every color,
shape, and size of fentanyl should
be considered extremely dangerous.
Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid
that is 50 times more potent than
heroin and 100 times more potent
than morphine. Just two milligrams

of fentanyl, which is equal to 10-15
grains of table salt, is considered
a lethal dose. Without laboratory
testing, there is no way to know how
much fentanyl is concentrated in a
pill or powder.
Fentanyl remains the deadliest
drug threat facing this country.
According to the CDC, 107,622
Americans died of drug overdoses
in 2021, with 66 percent of those
deaths related to synthetic opioids
like fentanyl. Drug poisonings are
the leading killer of Americans between the ages of 18 and 45. Fentanyl available in the United States is
primarily supplied by two criminal
drug networks, the Sinaloa Cartel
and the Jalisco New Generation
Cartel (CJNG). Among New York
State residents, the number of overdose deaths involving any opioid
increased each year between 2010
and 2017, with an overall increase of
200.2 percent from 1,074 in 2010 to
3,224 in 2017, according to the New
York State Health Department.
“I am hopeful we can pass
the budget this week with the
$290 million we need across the
country, especially here in New
York, to tackle rainbow fentanyl
and the supply chain it requires
to proliferate our community,”
Schumer said.
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Did You
Know?

Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 9/29/22 - 10/5/22
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Your positive attitude and intellectual outlook will draw others to
you. Passion is about the best way
for you to relieve tension. Sudden
disruptions will cause upset and
a change of routine in your home
environment. Your lucky numbers
are 4,9,7.
TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Don’t start something with someone you can’t reason with. Be
sure to cover all the necessary
groundwork before signing binding contracts. Your lucky numbers
are 1,3,5.
GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Don’t believe everything you
hear. This may not be a good day
for hasty decisions. Your lucky
numbers are 7,5,3.
CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
You have a tendency to think that
no one else will do things properly. Certain things may not run
so smoothly. Your lucky numbers
are 9,1,5.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Spend a quiet day with your family. Lowered vitality could affect
your work. You need to be around
friends and family. Your lucky
numbers are 4,3,2.
SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Use your talent to work with
detail and you can come up with
something great. Losses are likely
if you aren’t careful where you
leave your valuables. Your lucky
numbers are 7,3,8.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)
Resist secret affairs that could be
detrimental to your reputation.
Passion will be your only answer.
Moves to better your career are
possible. Your lucky numbers
are 9,4,6.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
You can make reasonable bids on
real estate or large items for your
home. You may have a problem
keeping secrets. Your lucky numbers are 5,3,2.

LEO
(July 23 – Aug. 22)
It’s time to consider putting money into long-term investments. Be
honest in your communication and
don’t lose your cool. Your lucky
numbers are 6,8,9.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Someone you work with could try
to undermine you. Unstable relationships are likely. You should
learn to net-work with as many
people as possible. Your lucky
numbers are 2,4,7.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
You’re ideas for making money
will work. Financial difficulties
may be worrying you. Be discreet about any information you
uncover. Your lucky numbers
are 4,9,2.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Use your skills to work with detail
and you will come up with something great. Don’t be too eager
to spend money that you really
don’t have. Your lucky numbers
are 5,1,6.

• There are over 80,000 different
species of ants
•
All the planets in our solar
system could fit inside Jupiter
• An area of the Suns surface to
the equivalent of a postage stamp
would shine with the brightness
of over 1,500,000 candles
• More than 1,000,000 Earths
could fit inside the Sun
• The world’s first paved streets
were laid in Rome in 170 B.C.
• It takes 1,100 watts to power
a toaster
• Natural gas has no smell (the
odor is artificially added so that
people are able to identify leaks)
• There are exactly 1,048,576
bytes in 1 megabyte
• Rainbows can only be seen in
the morning or late afternoon (the
sun needs to be less than 40 above
the horizon)
• Acorns are poisonous to humans (if eaten it can cause damage
to your kidneys)
• All hurricanes form over the
sea and can last up to 10 days
• There are over 225,000 trees in
New York’s Central Park
• Chalk is made from tiny plankton fossils
• 80% of the world’s rose species
come from Asia
• 8.5 million tons of water evaporates from the Dead Sea every day
• Nowevery living thing on the
Earth contains carbon
•
The Pacific Ocean is the
world’s largest
•
Onions are part of the lily
family

NO
ANSWERS
FOR
LAST WEEKS

FINGER FUN

“Crossword Puzzle”

Pinky
Point
Push-Button
Remote Control
Ring

Scratch
Snap
Thumb
Tickle
Touch

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Sudoku”

TRY AND FIND

Nail-Biting
“Okay”
“Peace”
Piano
Pinch

SUDOKU

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

SUDOKU

“Try And Find”

Index
Keyboard
Knuckle
“Loser”
Manicure
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ACROSS
1. Small trout-like fish
6. Majestic
10. Pinnacle
14. Hawaiian veranda
15. Adopted son of Claudius
16. Annual high school dance
17. Beside
18. Filled with gloom
19. Minute opening
20. Copyright infringement
22. Big laugh
23. Dredge
24. Candidly
26. Coarse file
30. Night before
31. French for “No”
32. Buckeye State
33. Require
35. Cooking appliance
39. Early communications satellite
41. Retreated from working
43. Overact
44. Bridge
46. Enclosure
47. Angry
49. What we breathe
50. Distinctive flair
51. Area around a nipple
54. Frozen precipitation
56. Small ball with a hole
57. Classifying
63. A detested person
64. Hoodlum
65. Audio communication device
66. Not under
67. Bygone era
68. Expend
69. Anagram of “Rent”
70. Strong cleaners
71. S S S

DOWN
1. Applaud
2. Corridor
3. Dwarf buffalo
4. Sounded a bell
5. Unbending
6. Etchers
7. Nearest orbital point
8. Colored part of the eye
9. Usual
10. Tenderfoot
11. Sing like Bing
12. Honorable
13. File
21. Sporting venue
25. Hitching place
26. Memorization method
27. Interruption
28. Storage site
29. Relating to a certain genre
of art
34. Watersheds
36. By mouth
37. Lyra’s brightest star
38. Biblical garden
40. Blue-green
42. Enlist
45. Grazing land
48. Finger or toe
51. Monastery head
52. Female ruff
53. Consumer of food
55. Not better
58. Greeting at sea
59. Empty spaces
60. Mid-month days
61. One less than 10
62. Deities
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The Kira Ribbon Cutting in Jamaica, Queens With
NYS Officials And Notable Leaders

Pictured at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for The Kira hosted by BFC Partnersis (I to r)
Katelyn Meehan, Vice President, Relationships Manager, Wells Fargo Bank; Yennelin
Castillo, Senior Case Manager, New Destiny Housing; Elandra Eastman, Case Manager,
New Destiny Housing; Nicole Ketter, Program Director, New Destiny Housing; Alejandra
Miranda, Case Manager, New Destiny Housing; Commissioner Cecile Noel, Mayor’s Office
to End Domestic and Gender-Based Violence; Brandon Baron, Principal, BFC Partners;
Donald Capoccia, Managing Principal, BFC Partners; Nicole Branca, Executive Director,
New Destiny Housing; Jill Markowitz; Juan Barahona, Principal, SMJ Development;
Commissioner Daniel Tietz, New York State Office of Temporary and Disability
Assistance; Thehbia Hiwot, Senior Vice President of Multifamily Finance, New York State
Division of Housing and Community Renewal; Page W. Travelstead, Managing Director
Community Lending & Investment, Wells Fargo Bank, Nora Levinson, Board Chair,
New Destiny Housing. Photo Credit: Ben Gabbe/gabbegroup for New Destiny Housing
BFC Partners hosted a ribboncutting ceremony for The Kira,
a new affordable housing development in Jamaica, Queens.
The Kira is a mixed-use building developed by BFC Partners
with SMJ Development and New

Destiny Housing, designed by
GF55 Architects. The building is
providing affordable housing to
the city’s most vulnerable population, including DV victims and
unhoused New Yorkers. New York
State officials commemorated

the opening with guest speakers;
Dan Tietz (NYS OTDA Commissioner) Thehbia Hiwot (NYS
HCR Senior Vice President of
Multifamily Finance) and Cecile
Noel (ENDGBV Commissioner)
amongst others.
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Senator Liu Calls on DOE to Fix
High School Admissions

State Senator John Liu, chairperson of the Senate Committee
on NYC Education, is calling on
the NYC Department of Education
to abandon pandemic-era admissions to NYC high schools that are
largely based on lottery selection
of applicants and fix the system
so it does not continue to penalize
students who have pursued academic excellence under previous
admissions criteria.

Families across the city have
criticized the current system after
many students failed to get into
any of their top 12 high school
picks. The letter to Chancellor
David Banks (attached below)
calls on the DOE to discontinue
the current lottery-based system
in favor of a process that values
academic performance, diligence
and achievement. The letter also
notes that equity and achievement do not have to be mutually
exclusive and that the DOE should
prioritize these principles while
engaging students and parents
across the system.
Senator Liu said, “The high
school admissions process has
been rife with uncertainty and
confusion under the current system causing outrage during an
already stressful time in families’
lives. The DOE must abandon this
lottery as a relic of the pandemic,
and reinstate an admissions system that values diligence and
achievement.”

Queens Resident Turns 103

Council Member Linda Lee And Senator Leroy Comrie
Hosted Senior Appreciation Month Performance

in Collaboration with Queens Theatre, SNAP (Services Now for Adult Persons Inc.), and Lyft
New York City Council Member Linda Lee and New York State
Senator Leroy Comrie in collaboration with the Queens Theater
hosted a live performance for
Seniors at the SNAP Senior Center
in Queens Village. This was one
of several premier events planned
for Senior Appreciation month
throughout Queens. Lyft provided
over five thousand dollars in ride
codes to SNAP to provide for its
clients that will help with travel
to medical appointments, grocery
access, and more.
The morning included several
song and dance performances by
Antara Saha, Alfredo Colon,
Karla Florez, and the Diddly Idols
in partnership with Queens Theatre for approximately 80 seniors
in attendance.
“Seniors are the pillars of our
community whose wisdom and
guidance pave the way for the
next generation to thrive, and they
deserve the best we have to offer,”
said Council Member Linda Lee.
“As we continue to emerge from
the pandemic that forced us to
isolate and lose contact with our
loved ones, I am proud to join in
and help put together enjoyable
events for our seniors to participate in so that we can show them
our appreciation and how much
they mean to our neighborhoods.
Thank you to Senator Leroy Comrie for leading the way in organizing Senior Appreciation Month,
and I also want to thank the teams
at SNAP of Eastern Queens Older
Adult Center, Queens Theatre, and
Lyft for coming together to help us
host a program for all our seniors
to enjoy.”
NYS Senator Leroy Comrie
said, “Thanks to Council Member
Lee for her leadership in present-

Sunnyside Community Services (SCS) hosted a birthday party
for Woodside resident Gertrude
Dunseath, who turned 103 on
September 19. Approximately 85
people attended her party, which

ing this Senior Appreciation
Month Event celebrating seniors
and sharing the talents of Queens
Theatre performing artists. I am
grateful to all the partners united
in making this special occasion
possible, including SNAP of Eastern Queens Older Adult Center
in Queens Village, Lyft, and the
Queens Theatre. Sharing music,
dance, and joy animate the spirit
that continues to make Senior
Appreciation Month a vital part of
our shared communities.”
“Services Now for Adult
Persons, Inc. (SNAP) is pleased
and honored to host this Senior
Appreciation event sponsored by
Councilmember Linda Lee,” said
Paola Miceli, CEO/President of
Services Now for Adult Persons.
“Through Councilmember Lee’s
generosity, many older adults are
being given the opportunity to
experience the talented Artists of
Queens Theatre and benefit from
the donations provided by LYFT.
Councilmember Lee is a staunch
supporter of older adult programs
and services which aligns with
SNAP’s mission to help seniors
remain safe and well in the community. We look forward to con-

tinuing to work together on behalf
of our Borough’s older residents.”
“We are very proud to be a part
of this event celebrating seniors
and we are extremely grateful to
Council Member Linda Lee for
her support which enables us to
bring a high-quality performance
program to SNAP senior center,”
said Richard Hinojosa, Education
Director of the Queens Theatre.
“Spotlighting the seniors who contribute so much to our community
is an honor and a privilege.”
“Lyft understands how critical transportation is to everyday
life, particularly in communities
that have been historically underserved. A ride provides safe and
reliable access to medical appointments, trips to the supermarket,
or even to build community at
events like this. We are thankful to
Council Member Lee and Senator
Comrie for allowing us to partner
with them to provide thousands
of dollars in ride codes for the
older adults of the SNAP Senior
Center.” said Larry Gallegos who
handles Public Engagement for
Lyft’s New York Market.
(Continued on page 9)

was held at SCS’s Center for Active Older Adults. Gertrude was
treated to cake and ice cream, and
received flowers and gifts. What’s
her motto for living her best life?
“I do what I want to do.”
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From Cartagena to Queens: The Bazurto All Stars Bring
Champeta Music to Flushing Town Hall
On Friday, September 30,
The Bazurto All Stars, known as
the Latin “party machine,” will
travel from Cartagena, Colombia
to bring the energy of champeta
music to the stage at Flushing
Town Hall— making Queens the
destination for celebrating the joy
of Hispanic Heritage Month.
Champeta is a musical genre
and dance that originated on the
Caribbean coast of Colombia in
the early 1980s. The Bazurto All
Stars have created their own distinctive sound which comes from
the mixing of African champeta,
folkloric and electronic music,
cumbia, vallenato, reggae, ska,
and even symphonic music. They
have dubbed this special fusion
“La Champeta Universal” or “Universal Champeta,” because it has
allowed champeta to cross social,
cultural, and language barriers and
adapt to a variety of musical styles.
The Bazurto All Stars are
known for their string of hits and
top-ranking songs on Colombian
radio like “LA MANGUERA”,
“EL BOLOLO,” “ME FALLA
EL WIFI,” “LA REINA DEL
BAILE,” and “LA PUPILETA.”
The last of those, “LA PULPILETA,” became 2016’s official
song of the Carnaval of Barranquilla (the largest celebration
after Rio) and one of the most
recognized songs in Colombia at
that time, breaking all of the rules
and expectations within the genre

to reach new markets.
Since 2009, the band’s music
has told the story of daily life in
the working-class neighborhoods
of Cartagena, the epicenter for the
colors, tastes, and sounds of Africa
and the Caribbean.
Known as the “Maquina de la
Sabrosura Pura” (or “Pure Party
Machine”) and the best champeta
band in Colombia, Bazurto All
Stars’ ensemble of seven musicians brings a show that is explosive, full of energy, and great for
dancing.
The band was awarded the
prestigious Congo de Oro from
the Carnaval of Barranquilla in
2016, 2018, and 2019, along with
the Premio Shock in 2016.
“We serve a substantial Colombian audience at Flushing Town

Hall, and we also attract global
music lovers who are excited
to discover new bands and new
sounds in our theatre. This ensemble is sure to thrill everyone,”
says Ellen Kodadek, Executive &
Artistic Director. “Don’t miss this
opportunity to see them live and
dance the night away!”
The band will also present a
Champeta workshop ahead of
its concert for audiences interested in learning the basics of the
music and dance style native to
Colombia.
The performance begins on
Friday, Sept. 30 at 8 PM, the workshop (FREE with concert tickets)
will take place at 7 PM.
For more information: - www.
f lushingtownhall.org or call
(718) 463-7700 x222

NYC Parks & Socrates Sculpture Park Officially Break
Ground on $5.7 Million New Programming And
Administrative Park Facility – “The Cubes”
NYC Parks Commissioner
Sue Donoghue recently joined
Socrates Sculpture Park Executive Director Tamsin Dillon,
Queens Borough President Donovan Richards, Socrates Sculpture
Park Board Member Stuart Match
Suna, City Council Member Julie
Won, Community Board 1 Chair
Marie Torniali, Socrates Sculpture
Park founder & artist Mark di
Suvero, and members of the community to officially break ground
on “The Cubes,” a new 2,640
square-foot, two-story building
that will provide new facilities for
the park’s administrative offices,
arts education and community
work, and opportunities for yearround public programming.
“The new administrative facilities coming to Socrates Sculpture
Park, “The Cubes,” are the culmination of almost 30 years of work
and advocacy from the community, and I’m so proud that they’re
becoming a reality,” said Commissioner Donoghue. “Thanks to
Socrates Sculpture Park and all
of those that have contributed to
this project, our next generation
of artists will have a brand new
space to explore, learn, and grow
in the heart of Astoria.”
“I am thrilled that the construction of The Cubes is under
way and that Socrates will very
soon have its home in the Park
for its staff and its visitors,” said
Tamsin Dillon, Executive Director Socrates Sculpture Park. “I
can’t wait to see this wonderful
building, designed by LOT-EK,
come to fruition and to be able to
celebrate with our partners and
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Council Member James F. Gennaro
Statement on Redistricting Commission
Voting Down its Own Map

As a City Council staff member,
Gennaro served as the Council’s
Liaison to the City’s first Redistricting Commission in 1990 and
1991. As a Council Member during
the 2002 Redistricting, the district
he represented was redrawn.
“My unique and long experience with redistricting qualifies
me, I believe, to comment on the
poor job that was done by the current Redistricting Commission,
and I am grateful that the plan was
voted down by the Commission.
Using the district in central
Queens (24) that I represent, for
example, the Commission broke
just about every criterion it was
charged to uphold. In the 24th
District, the Commission did not
‘keep intact neighborhoods and
communities with established
ties of common interest and association, whether historical, racial,
economic, ethnic, religious or
other.’ The lines voted down today
were a vicious slap in the face to
the Orthodox Jewish Community,
unconscionably cutting that vibrant community in two despite

that community’s fervent plea to
the Commission to preserve it.
The racially and ethnically diverse communities of downtown
Jamaica and Jamaica Hill were
cut up like jigsaw puzzles without
explanation. Rego Park was torn
in two and a large section of it put
into the 24th District despite the
criteria not to split communities
and ‘to respect natural boundaries.’ Flushing Meadow Corona
Park, the Grand Central Parkway
and the Van Wyck Expressway
would have stood between that
section of Rego Park and the
rest of the 24th District had the
proposed district lines been approved today.
Also, the Commission proposed
to tear from the greater Kew Gardens Hills (KGH) community the
neighborhoods of Cedar Grove
and Flushing on the Hill, which
have forever been part of the KGH
and Queens College Communities. Cedar Grove and Flushing
on the Hill, which border the Long
Island Expressway on the south
would have been put into a Council District north of the LIE, completely cut off from that district
to the north, with which it has no
geographic or cultural connection.
I thank the eight Commissioners who today had the integrity
to vote down this plan that was
drawn without regard to the good
criteria that should have guided
its creation. The redistricting plan
proposed today tore at what is left
of the precious fabric that holds
together the good people of New
York City. Good riddance to it.”

Elmhurst Hospital’s 190th Birthday

funders and with our community.
We are especially grateful to our
wonderful supporter and Trustee,
Stuart Match Suna, for his generous gift as part of the funding
for the building. This project is a
game-changer for this unique and
special place; part of our plans
for a sustainable and a resilient
future.”
Designed by the innovative
architecture studio LOT-EK,
“The Cubes” will house a brand
new park facility, constructed
from up-cycled shipping containers honoring the neighborhood’s
industrial roots. The new building
will have two main functions: to
serve as administrative offices
for the Socrates Sculpture Park,
and to provide an indoor space
for curatorial, educational, and
community programming during
the fall and winter months of the
school year.
The $5,735,000 million project

was made possible thanks to the
Office of the Queens Borough
President, City Council, and a
generous private donation from
Stuart Match Suna. Completion
is expected in early 2024.
“Socrates Sculpture Park is
one of The World’s Borough true
cultural gems and critical hub of
artistry, expression and education.
With ‘The Cubes,’ the park and
its dedicated staff will be able to
touch the lives of residents from
across Queens all year long,” said
Queens Borough President Donovan Richards Jr. “Congratulations
to the Socrates Sculpture Park
team on today’s groundbreaking
and I look forward to cutting the
ribbon on this stellar and sustainable space in short order.”
“I am proud to participate in
Socrates Sculpture Park’s mission of bringing the Arts to the
(Continued on page 9)

In celebrating Elmhurst Hospital’s 190th birthday, we
celebrate an institution that has provided quality health care
to generations of Queens residents. The heroes of Elmhurst
sacrificed so much for us every single one of the most difficult
days of the pandemic. They serve over 1 million people across
the Borough, especially many immigrant communities who
otherwise wouldn’t have access to care. Our public hospitals
are the heart of our city’s health care. I couldn’t be prouder
to fight for Elmhurst every day. Happy 190th Birthday!
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(Sept. 30 to Oct. 6)
Openings, opera, and Oktoberfest. It all starts with the letter “o”
as Queens welcomes October this
week. Abraham Lincoln makes an
appearance, too.
● Sept. 30, Queensboro Dance
Festival Grand Finale, Oct. 2.
After presenting several dozen
shows across the borough over
the past few months, the Queensboro Dance Festival wraps up the
season with 26 local troupes over
three events. Shows are Sept. 30
and Oct. 1 at 7:30 pm and Oct. 2 at
5 pm. Queens Theatre, 14 United
Nations ● Ave. S., Flushing
Meadows Corona Park.
● Sept. 30, The Bazurto All Stars,
8 pm. This Colombian group has a
unique sound which mixes African Champeta, folk, and electronic music with Cumbia, Vallenato,
Reggae, Ska and even symphonic
sounds. Flushing Town Hall, 13735 Northern Blvd.
● Oct. 1, Here We Root Dance,
2:30 pm + 4 pm. Two performances of an original outdoor
contemporary dance inspired by
Asian immigrant stories in Flushing. The piece combines movements with text, theatre, and an
original score, and the audience
is encouraged to participate in
an interactive moment. Queens
Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main
St., Flushing.
● Oct. 1, Pumpkin Patch, Oct.
29. Shop for an ideal gourd and/or
tour the entire historic venue. Free
admission to patch. Pumpkins
priced by size. Monday to Friday,
noon to 4:30 pm; weekends, 10
am to 4:30 pm. Queens County
Farm Museum, 73-50 Little Neck
Pkwy., Glen Oaks.
● Oct. 1, Hock E Aye Vi Edgar
Heap of Birds’ Painted Basketball
Courts, noon. MoMA PS1, Common Practice, Project Backboard,
and Five-Star Basketball celebrate
the opening of two new basketball
courts with drop-in activities,
youth programming, an art-making workshop, custom jerseys, and
basketballs. Vicinity of 45th Road
and 21st Street, Long Island City.
● Oct. 1, Oktoberfest Flushing
Style: Sauerkraut + Kimchi, 5:30
pm. Flushing’s German past mixes
with the neighborhood’s Korean
present during a party featuring live music with the Stephen
Josephs Ensemble, bratwurst,
japchae, and beer. Voelker Orth
Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., Flushing.
● Oct. 1, Inu-oh, Oct. 2. Two
screenings of Director Masaaki
Yuasa’s 2022 animation that’s in
Japanese with English subtitles.
Born to an esteemed family of
artists, Inu-oh receives an ancient curse that leaves him on
society’s margins. When he meets
blind musician Tomona, Inu-oh
discovers a captivating ability
to dance. They become partners
and inseparable friends as crowds
flock to their concerts. But when
those in power threaten, they must
dance and sing to uncover the
truth behind their gifts. Shows
are Oct. 1 at 3 pm and Oct. 2 at

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

QT QDF

(718) 592-7470

(718) 699-2499

Queens Farm Pumpkin Patch
1:30 pm. Museum of the Moving
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s
Kaufman Arts District.
● Oct. 1, The Garden, 2 pm + 3:30
pm. Created by a team of early
childhood educators and artists,
this 45-minute, interactive, meditative performance is for babies
and their caregivers. It explores
themes of nature and life cycles
through music, movement, and
interactive sensory play. Lewis
Latimer House Museum, 34-41
137th St., Flushing.
● Oct. 1, Swing Sabroso, 8
pm. Latin Night is back. Swing
Sabroso combines today’s music
with yesterday’s nostalgia. Resorts
World New York City, 110-00
Rockaway Blvd., South Jamaica.
● Oct. 1, Hands on History: 19th
Century Games, 1 pm. An afternoon of historic games. Learn how
children played two centuries ago
and reproduce 19th century toys
and tools. King Manor Museum,
150-03 Jamaica Ave.
● Oct. 1, Harvest Festival + Flea
Market, 10 am. Four hours of
knickknacks, handmade crafts,
farm-fresh vegetables, books,
and other items for sale. TrinitySt. Andrew’s Lutheran Church,
Corner of 60th Street and 60th
Avenue, Maspeth.
● Oct. 1, Queens World Film
Festival Kick-Off Pot Luck, 7 pm.
Actors, directors, sponsors, and
enthusiasts share food and fun
just before the 12th annual Queens

World Film Festival begins. The
Local, 13-02 44th Ave., Long
Island City.
● Oct. 2, Cow Goes to the Opera,
1 pm + 4 pm. Two presentations
of a children’s opera about a curious cow that goes to a market in
Southern France and meets several famous characters from the
world’s most beloved operas. The
Community House, 15 Borage Pl.,
Forest Hills Gardens.
● Oct. 2, Fall Exhibitions Opening, 1 pm. Exhibition tours, live
DJ, food provided by local vendors, and drop-in family art making. Queens Museum, NYC Building, Flushing Meadows Corona
Park.
● Oct. 2, Beautiful Music From
Greece, 3 pm. The Kostas Psarros
Ensemble takes the audience on a
musical journey through Greece
with dancing rhythms, beautiful
melodies, and harmonies. The
Castle, 208 Totten Ave., Fort Totten Park, Bayside.
● Oct. 4, Lincoln on the Civil
War: Selected Speeches, Nov.
1. Local immigration attorney
Stephanie D. Delia leads a free
reading-and-discussion series
that looks at President Abraham
Lincoln’s most famous public
addresses on freedom, civic duty,
slavery, and the Constitution. Sessions take place at 7 pm over five
consecutive Tuesdays until Nov. 1.
Jamaica Center for Arts & Learning, 161-04 Jamaica Ave.
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Council Member Linda Lee And Senator Leroy Comrie
Hosted Senior Appreciation Month Performance
(Continued from page 6)
Entering its 20th year, the
monthlong arrangement of festivities began as Senior Day and
later expanded to Senior Week
and Senior Month as more offices
from SouthEast Queens collaborated to host events. Council Member Lee hosted a Senior Theatre
event on Friday, September 23rd,
from 10:30 AM to 12 PM at the
SNAP of Eastern Queens Older
Adult Center in Queens Village
in partnership with Senator Leroy
Comrie, Queens Theatre and Lyft.
The program included multicultural performances from Queens
Theatre dance companies. Representatives from the ridesharing
company, Lyft, were also present
to distribute $20 ride vouchers to
seniors in attendance and to assist them in signing up for their
service.
Council Member Linda Lee
represents the 23rd Council District in Eastern Queens and serves
as Chair of the New York City
Council’s Committee on Mental

Health, Addictions, and Disabilities, the co-Chair of the Queens
Delegation, and the Vice Chair of
the Black, Latino, and Asian Caucus. She was elected to the Council
in November 2021, becoming the
first Korean-American ever elected to the City Council, and the first
woman and person of color to hold
the seat. Throughout the spring
and summer, Council Member Lee
has conducted her “Spring Cleaning Series”<https://queenspost.
com/councilmember-lee-wants-tocleanup-eastern-queens-addressgraffiti-and-illegal-dumping>
in an effort to address the litter,
graffiti, and other quality-of-life
issues affecting Eastern Queens.
More recently, Council Member
Lee has also called for increased
enforcement<https://queenseagle.
com/all/nyc-targets-illegal-truckparking-in-queens> of illegal truck
parking in residential neighborhoods.
Prior to taking office, Linda
was the President/CEO of Korean
Community Services (KCS) of
Metropolitan New York, Inc., New

York’s first community-based social service organization focused
on the Korean community. KCS’
mission is to be a bridge for Korean
immigrants and the wider Asian
community to fully integrate into
society and overcome any economic, health, and social barriers to
becoming independent and thriving members of the community.
KCS serves over 1,300 members
daily through culturally competent
programs in the areas of Aging,
Education, Immigration, Workforce Development, Public Health,
and Mental Health. KCS has been
on the frontlines of the COVID-19
pandemic helping members receive unemployment benefits, PPP
loans, COVID tests, and vaccinations. Under Linda’s leadership,
the Obama White House named
KCS as a Champion of Change
in 2014 for its work around the
Affordable Care Act. Linda also
spearheaded the creation of the
only State-licensed Article 31
Mental Health Clinic serving the
Korean-American community
operating in New York.

Mayor Adams And Chancellor Matos Rodríguez Launch
CUNY Inclusive Economy Initiative to Boost Student Career
Success And Fuel a More Equitable Recovery
(Continued from page 3)
forces with CUNY to further
build pathways for New Yorkers
to rewarding careers.
•
Cognizant Foundation will
provide over two years to support
CUNY’s work to build collaborative talent and growth partnerships with employers
• The Charina Endowment Fund
will provide funding to help build
the industry-campus backbone
and prepare students in general
education and liberal arts fields
to connect to careers.
• Robin Hood Foundation will
help to triple CUNY’s Internship to Employment program
which connects seniors and recent
graduates to internships at small
businesses with a path to conversion to employment.
• CD&R Foundation will support
the expansion of the NYC Tech in
Residence Corps, industry professionals who teach in-demand

electives in computer science
departments across CUNY.
•
NYC Workforce Funders
will support CUNY’s ability to
streamline processes for intern
payment and standardize the intake/application process as well
as improve other administrative
functions.
This work will also complement a commitment in March
by Amazon, which will provide
tuition benefits for up to 30,000
hourly workers to attend bachelor’s and associate programs at
eight CUNY colleges through
Amazon Career Choice.
The City University of New
York is the nation’s largest urban
public university, a transformative
engine of social mobility that is
a critical component of the lifeblood of New York City. Founded
in 1847 as the nation’s first free
public institution of higher education, CUNY today has seven
community colleges, 11 senior

colleges and seven graduate or
professional institutions spread
across New York City’s f ive
boroughs, serving over 243,000
undergraduate and graduate students and awarding 55,000 degrees each year. CUNY’s mix of
quality and affordability propels
almost six times as many lowincome students into the middle
class and beyond as all the Ivy
League colleges combined. More
than 80 percent of the University’s
graduates stay in New York, contributing to all aspects of the city’s
economic, civic and cultural life
and diversifying the city’s workforce in every sector. CUNY’s
graduates and faculty have received many prestigious honors,
including 13 Nobel Prizes and
26 MacArthur “Genius” Grants.
The University’s historic mission
continues to this day: provide a
first-rate public education to all
students, regardless of means or
background.

Queens Community House LGBTQ Programs Partner With
Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz to Host Block Party in
Jackson Heights

On September 24, Queens
Community House (QCH), one
of the borough’s largest social
service organizations, partnered
with Assemblywoman Catalina
Cruz to host “Autumn Outfest”,
a day-long block party event in
Jackson Heights. QCH was led by
its two LGBTQ+ programs, Generation Q and the Queens Center
for Gay Seniors.
Throughout the day, elected
officials, vendors, QCH program
staff, and Queens residents of all
ages gathered for live music, a
Drag Story Hour, a fun bounce
house, a comedy show, food,
games, and resource tables for
individuals and families.
QCH also partnered with Chhaya,
an organization focused on ad-

dressing the housing and economic needs for low-income
South Asian and Indo-Caribbean
New Yorkers. “We’re grateful
to Chhaya for this partnership
because it gave us an opportunity
to put together a fun, inclusive,
and informative experience for all
Queens neighbors,” said QCH Executive Director Ben Thomases.
Assemblywoman Cruz spoke
in support of the LGBTQ+ community in response to a few protesters heckling during the event.
“We wanted to make people feel
supported and loved and won’t let
the homophobic hate protesters
who showed up change that,” said
Assemblywoman Cruz.
In addition to Assemblywoman Cruz, elected officials

in attendance included Councilmember Shekar K rishnan,
Queens Borough President Donovan Richards, Assemblywoman
Jessica González-Rojas, New York
State Senator Jessica Ramos, and
former Councilmember Daniel
Dromm. All joined in voicing
their support for the LGBTQ+
community and the importance
of the event.
“Being the first Black man to
serve as the Borough President of
Queens, I understand the importance of ensuring communities
that have been historically underrepresented, as well as voices that
have been locked out of the room,
are at the table, and that includes
(Continued on page 11)
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NYC Parks & Socrates Sculpture
Park Officially Break Ground on
$5.7 Million New Programming And
Administrative Park Facility –
“The Cubes”
(Continued from page 7)
New York City community,”
emphasized Stuart Match Suna,
Socrates Sculpture Park Board
Member. “Socrates’s programming for our local youth population is a critical asset to help
foster creativity and innovation
for a better future. I look forward
to seeing what great work comes
out of this space.”
“I am happy to support sustainable and environmentally
friendly projects like The Cubes,”
said Council Member Julie Won.
“Now the staff and educational
programs at Socrates Sculpture
Park will finally have a permanent home! Thank you to Queens

Borough President Donovan
Richards for partnering with us
to fund this project.”
“Socrates Sculpture Park is
a treasured institution in our
neighborhood. The Cubes are
characteristic of Socrates as innovator, community collaborator
and arts educator - as evidenced
by the use of shipping containers
honoring this area’s industrial
roots,” exclaimed Marie Torniali
, Chair of Community Board 1 in
Queens. “While the Cubes could
no doubt stand alone as a wonderful architectural achievement, it
will also provide indoor space
for programming during winter
months, a great amenity for the
community and beyond.“

Gillibrand Calls For Emergency Energy
Assistance Funding For Low-Income
New Yorkers
(Continued from page 4)
I n a dd it ion to Senator
Gillibrand, the bipartisan letter
was also signed by Senators Jack
Reed (D-RI), Susan Collins (RME), Ron Wyden (D-OR), Angus
King (I-ME), Jeanne Shaheen (DNH), Dianne Feinstein (D-CA),
Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), Tina
Smith (D-MN), Sheldon Whitehouse (D-RI), Michael Bennet
(D-CO), Chris Murphy (D-CT),
Tammy Duckworth (D-IL), Bob
Casey (D -PA), Dick Du rbin
(D-IL), Tim Kaine (D-VA), Ed
Markey (D-MA), Gary Peters
(D-MI), Ben Cardin (D-MD),
Ben Ray Luján (D-NM), Richard Blumenthal (D-CT), Debbie
Stabenow (D-MI), Elizabeth
Warren (D-MA), Bernie Sanders
(I-VT), Maggie Hassan (D-NH),
Mark Kelly (D-AZ), and Cory
Booker (D-NJ) and Representatives Jared Golden (D-ME-2),

Peter Welch (D-VT-At Large),
Andrew Garbarino (R-NY-2),
Sheila Jackson Lee (D-TX-18),
Stephen Lynch (D-MA-8), Veronica Escobar (D-TX-16), Gwen
Moore (D-WI- 4), Andy Kim
(D-NJ-3), Rashida Tlaib (DMI-13), Joe Courtney (D-CT-2),
Deborah Ross (D-NC-2), Nydia
Velázquez (D -N Y-7), James
Langevin (D-RI-2), Jamaal Bowman (D-NY-16), David Cicilline
(D-RI-1), Jason Crow (D-CO-6),
Jerrold Nadler (D-NY-10), Bobby
Rush (D-IL-1), Earl Blumenauer
(D-OR-3), Carolyn Maloney (DNY-12), André Carson (D-IN-7),
James McGover n (D-MA-2),
Annie Kuster (D-NH-2), Conor
Lamb (D-PA-17), Eleanor Holmes
Norton (D-DC), Tom O’Halleran
(D-AZ-1), William Keating (DMA-9), Lori Trahan (D-MA-3),
Chris Pappas (D-NH-1), Chellie
Pingree (D-ME-1), and Debbie
Dingell (D-MI-12).
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New York City Council Releases New Report on City
Employee Pay Equity, Legislation to Address Disparities

Statement From Speaker Adrienne
Adams on Relief Efforts to Puerto
Rico in Aftermath of Hurricane Fiona
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Council’s 2022 Pay Equity Report finds pay inequities remain,
particularly among women,
Black and Latino municipal
workers
Speaker Adrienne Adams and
the New York City Council today
released its annual report on pay
inequities within New York City’s
municipal workforce, showing
continued inequities. In conjunction with the release of the 2022
Pay Equity report, the Council
also is holding a hearing on pay
inequities in the City’s workforce
and legislation to address them.
The 2022 report reveals two
persistent, large pay gaps in the
City’s municipal workforce – one
between Black, Latino, and white
employees, and another between
male and female employees. The
data confirms non-white employees and female employees
predominantly occupy civil service titles with the lowest median
salaries, and the same groups
represent a much smaller proportion of employees who occupy
civil service titles with the highest
median salaries. This produces an
‘occupational segregation’ that
results in pay disparities.
• Female municipal employees
on average make 73 cents for
every dollar made by male employees;
• Black city workers on average
make 71 cents to every dollar for
white employees;
•
Latino workers on average
make 75 cents to every dollar for
white employees; and
• Asian employees on average
make 85 cents to every dollar for
white employees.
Furthermore, pay inequity is
particularly higher among nonwhite female employees. Black
and Latino women municipal
employees make 69 cents to every dollar made by white male
employees, and Asian women city
workers make 82 cents for every
dollar made by white male city
workers.
While a small but significant
pay inequity can be observed
within the same civil service
titles (Black, Latino and Asian
city workers earn about 99 cents
on every dollar for white workers
of the same civil service title), the

pay inequity is most pronounced
for non-white female employees.
for non-white female employees.
While Black or African American
male employees make 0.9% less
than white male employees with
the same title, Black or African
American female employees
and Hispanic or Latina female
employees make even less—1.4
percent and 1.3 percent less, respectively.
“We have long been aware
that, even within our municipal
workforce, pay disparity exists
along racial and gender lines,”
said Speaker Adrienne Adams.
“These pay inequities especially
affect Black, Latina, and Asian
women. As the most diverse and
first women-majority Council, we
will not rest until all New York
City workers are valued equally
with job salaries and opportunities for their contributions to our
City regardless of gender or race.”
The pay equity report is the
product of the Council’s innovative Pay Equity Law (Local Law
18 of 2019), which requires the
Mayor’s Office of Data Analytics
(MODA) to publicly report New
York City municipal employee
pay data publicly and provide the
Council with direct access to the
data to facilitate its own annual
statistical analysis. It is the only
such law of its kind in the City.
The 2022 report builds on the
analysis of the Council’s 2021 Pay
Equity report.
The new legislation being heard
at today’s hearing would require
city agencies to include an analysis of compensation data and measures to address pay disparity and
occupational segregation, as well
as report on recruitment and retention efforts to expand diversity
across city government. It would
also amend the existing Pay Equity Law 18 of 2019 to require that
agencies provide new categories
of information to the Council for
each City employee, expand the
definition of ‘agency’ to capture
more of the City workforce, and
provide the Council with the pay
and employment data year-round
to provide more robust oversight
over public municipal employee
data. The three proposed bills will
be heard at a Thursday oversight
hearing of the Council’s Commit-

tees on Civil Service and Labor &
Civil and Human Rights. Earlier
this week, the Council announced
legislation to improve the diversity, equity and inclusion practices
at the Fire Department of the City
of New York (FDNY).
The proposed legislation is as
follows:
Introduction 515, sponsored
by Speaker Adams, would require that the agencies include an
analysis of compensation data and
measures to address pay disparity
and occupational segregation. The
head of each agency would also
be required to submit an annual
report on the number of new fulltime and part-time employees
retained, promoted, terminated,
or that resigned and their compensation. Finally, the bill would
require the Equal Employment
Practices Commission to conduct
a comparable worth analysis annually and submit its findings to
the Mayor and the Speaker of the
Council.
Introduction 527, sponsored
by Council Member De La Rosa,
would require each city agency
that requires applicants to take a
civil service exam to report annually in order to evaluate and
expand diverse recruitment and
retention within City government.
The bill would also require reporting on agency training programs
to again evaluate recruitment efforts across City government. Finally, the bill streamlines existing
requirements on the Department
of Education’s responsibility as it
pertains to the dissemination of
information on civil service examinations to high school juniors
and seniors.
Introduction 541, sponsored
by Council Member Louis, would
amend the existing Pay Equity
Law by requiring the Department
of Citywide Administrative Services to provide new categories
of information to the Council for
each City employee with respect
to the reporting of employment
data. This bill also expands the
definition of agency to capture
more of the City workforce. Finally, this bill will also provide the
Council the pay and employment
data year-round so the Council
can provide more robust oversight
over the Administration.

Autism Speaks Invites New York City to Walk 2022!
The Autism Speaks Walk is
back and better than ever with the
goal of raising vital funds for the
autism community
The New York City Autism
Speaks Walk is back to promote
acceptance and raise vital funds
for people with autism. This
year, the New York City Autism
Speaks Walk will be held in person at South Street Seaport – Pier
17, bringing the community together to fuel the Autism Speaks
mission and help create a world
where all people with autism can
reach their full potential.
Everyone is encouraged to
participate. Whether you have autism, love someone who does, or
are looking to support a diverse,

accepting and kind community –
you’re invited!
The New York City Walk will
be held on Sunday, October 2 at
the South Street Seaport – Pier
17, 89 South Street, New York,
NY 10038
There are many ways to participate nationwide. To find an
event in your area that meets your
needs, go to autismspeaks.org/
walk to learn more.
In the US, autism affects 1 in
44 children and 1 in 45 adults.
Autism Speaks is dedicated to
promoting solutions across the
spectrum and throughout the life
span, for people with autism and
their families. Autism Speaks has
aided more than 26 million people

with free resources, services and
support. The Walk raises vital
funds that empower us to provide
crucial resources, research, advocacy and support to meet urgent
needs today and create a kinder,
more inclusive world.
Autism Speaks Walk events
are tailored to fit local needs in
each community, with the shared
goal of providing a network of
friendship and support and raising funds to create a better future
for people with autism and their
families.
To join the conversation on
social by finding @autismspeaks
on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn and Twitter and using #AutismSpeaksWalk.
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“Five years after Hurricane
Maria, the people on the island of
Puerto Rico have once again been
devastated by another hurricane in
Fiona that has only reopened the
wounds of multiple past disasters
and unfulfilled commitments to
recovery from them. Our city
shares a unique and close relation-

ship with Puerto Rico, and it’s
critical that commitments to relief
efforts on the island are fulfilled.
The Council will be an active contributor to the ongoing recovery
that provides aid to the residents of
Puerto Rico and advocacy for the
appropriate policies and resources
that support it.”

Governor Hochul Announces Work to
Redesign Penn Station Anticipated to
Begin in the Coming Months
Penn Station’s Future as WorldClass, Spacious Facility to Come
into Focus with MTA Contract
for Design and Engineering of
New Station
Redesign Set to Relieve Overcrowding and Improve Safety and
Accessibility
Governor Kathy Hochul has announced the Metropolitan Transportation Authority, in partnership
with NJ TRANSIT and Amtrak,
approved a contract for the redesign of Penn Station to a joint
venture led by FXCollaborative
Architects LLP and WSP USA
Inc., with the acclaimed British
architect John McAslan + Partners as collaborating architect.
McAslan + Partners designed the
2012 transformation of London’s
historic King’s Cross Station,
creating a 165-yard-long semicircular departures concourse that
integrates regional and intercity
railroads with each other and with
the London Underground while
welcoming natural light from the
sky through 1,000 glazed and
translucent triangular roof panels.
“Since crews took a wrecking
ball to the original Penn Station
in 1963, generations of New
Yorkers have been united in their
call to build a new station worthy
of New York,” Governor Hochul
said. “By approving the contract
for the redesign of Penn Station,
we move another step closer to
getting it done. The transformation of Penn cannot come soon
enough, and we look forward to
building a world-class station that
puts New Yorkers first, delivers a
rider-focused transit experience,
and a great neighborhood they
deserve.”
The FXCollaborative and WSP
joint venture developed the Penn
Station Master Plan unveiled last
year that evaluated alternatives
and created the preferred redesign
plan for Penn Station as a singlelevel facility centered around a
grand train hall with a 450-foot
long sky-lit atrium between Madison Square Garden and 2 Penn
Plaza. The design called for by
the MTA’s contract will advance
that preferred alternative and will:
•
Relieve overcrowding and
improve passenger flow and orientation
• Improve safety by increasing
platform and station egress and
accessibility
• Alleviate the cramped, disjointed circulation areas with widened
concourses and high ceilings
• Create a clear street presence
that integrates with the surroundings

• Optimize retail and other revenue generation
•
Integrate Penn Station with
Moynihan Train Hall and the
planned Penn Station Expansion
Janno Lieber, MTA Chair and
CEO said, “Awarding the design
contract is a huge step forward in
Governor Hochul’s effort to make
Penn Station - once again! - a
safe, world-class transit facility.
The work will take place on an
aggressive timetable. The opening of Grand Central Madison
in just a few months provides us
with a once-a-century opportunity to rebuild Penn Station. With
a sizeable percentage of LIRR
riders expected to shift their trips
to Grand Central Madison, Penn
Station will have five years with
lower customer volumes before
a new inf lux of customers arrives on Metro-North Railroad
by 2027. The MTA wants to get
most disruptive the work done
before then, so I’m thrilled we are
moving forward quickly with the
design phase of this massive, longdelayed effort.”
Empire State Development
President, CEO and Commissioner Hope Knight said, “The long
overdue revitalization of Penn Station will be a forceful catalyst for
new investments and development
within the community around it,
benefitting residents, commuters,
and visitors. As the nation’s busiest
transit hub, our region’s economic
future relies on Penn, and choosing a team to redesign the station
is another significant milestone
towards achieving Governor Hochul’s vision for improving both
Penn and the public realm that
surrounds it.”
Jamie Torres-Springer, President of MTA Construction & Development, said, “We are excited
to recommend a team that has a
track record of designing projects
that achieve world-class design
excellence while improving safety
and being constructible, our singular focus as we seek to finally give
Penn Station’s 600,000 daily riders
the station they deserve.”
Amtrak Board Chair Tony
Coscia said, “This step brings
Amtrak passengers, New York and
New Jersey commuters, and local
residents closer to a new Penn Station for the 21st Century. Building
upon the ongoing improvements
already underway at Penn, this
design effort will help the three
railroads develop a common,
realistic, and achievable plan for
reconstructing Penn Station while
ensuring continued train operations and complete coordination
(Continued on page 11)
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N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
RESUMING FORWARD LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
05/25/2022. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 1050 Neilson Street,
2A, Far Rockaway, NY 11691.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
9/1,8,15 22,29&10/6/2022

Notice of Formation of TDL
BASKETBALL LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 06/06/2022.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 17915
145th Drive, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
9/15,22, 29.10/6,13&20/2022

BRRM LLC, Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 08/10/2022.
Office loc: Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
as agent upon whom process
against the LLC may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
Ross Mignoli, 81-38 263rd
Street, Glen Oaks, NY 11004.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
8/25,9/1,8,15,22&29/2022

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
BUTTERFLY SENIOR DAY
CARE LLC Arts. of Org. filed
with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 06/15/2022. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 3716 73rd Street, Suite 401,
Jackson Heights, NY 11372.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
8/25,9/1,8,15,22&29/2022
Notice of formation of THE
MUNCHZ SPOT LLC. Arts of
Org filed with Secy of State of
NY (SSNY) on 8/17/22. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
upon whom process may be
served and shall mail copy
of process against LLC to:
35-07 Broadway, Astoria, NY
11106. Purpose: any lawful act.
8/25,9/1,8,15,22&29/2022

Notice of For mation of
SOULFIT ATHLETICS,
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 04/17/2022. Office location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 13904
Glassboro Avenue, Jamaica,
NY 11435. Purpose: any
lawful activities. 9/8,15
22,29,10/6&13/2022
15020 REALTY LLC, Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 09/07/2022. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to:
Anthony Carollo, 11-05 154th
St., Whitestone, NY 11357.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
9/15,22,29,10/6,13&20/2022
Queens FM Development
L.P. Cert filed w/ SSNY on
9/1/22. Office: Queens Co.
SSNY designated as agent for
process & shall mail to: 61-27
186th St., Fresh Meadows, NY
11365. Name & addr of G.P.(s)
filed w/ SSNY. Term: until
3/17/2122. Purpose: any lawful.
9/15,22,29,10/6,13&20/2022
Notice of Formation of ELMCO
CLEANING SERVICES LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
08/23/2022. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 98-25 65TH Road,
Apt 5B, Rego Park, NY 11374.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
9/15, 22,29,10/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of LE
BEST SITTER LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 05/04/2022.
O f f ic e l o c at i o n: Q ue ens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: PO Box 45-43, 44th
Street, Sunnyside, NY 11104.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
9/8,15 22,29,10/6&13/2022
Notice of Formation of J&S
HOME MAKEOVERS, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
08/27/2022. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: 6148 71st Street, Basement,
Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
9/8,15 22,29,10/6&13/2022
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
LAPHATTE LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 09/01/2022. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: 3749 81st Street, 7D,
Jackson Heights, NY 11372.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
9/22,29,10/6,13,20&27/2022
MMBTL LLC Arts. of Org. filed
with the SSNY on 09/18/22.
Office: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 107 23 FERN
PL, QUEENS, NY, 11433.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
9/22,29,10/6,13,20&27/2022
Notice of Formation of DNP-Z
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 09/06/2022. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 8 The Green,
Ste A, Dover, De, 19901.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
9/22,29,10/6,13,20&27/2022
154 RIVERSIDE LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 08/25/22. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 26 - 07 16 6th
Street, Flushing, NY 11358.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
9/1,8,15,22,29&10/6/2022

CASA 34 STREET LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 05/19/22. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy
of process to the LLC, 14-38
31st Drive, Astoria, NY 11106.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
9/1,8,15,22,29&10/6/2022
Notice of Formation of
WAGMI ENTERPRISES
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 04/09/2022. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: 14728 90th Avenue, Apt
2F, Jamaic a, N Y 114 3 5.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
9/1,8,15 22,29&10/6/2022
Notice of Formation, 35-22
Union St LLC. Articles of
Org. filed with Secretary of
State of New York (SSNY)
o n 0 7/ 1 3 / 2 0 2 2 . O f f i c e
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated for service
of process. SSNY shall mail
copies of any process served
against the LLC to: The LLC,
35-22 Union Street, Flushing,
NY 1135 4. Purpose: any
lawful purpose or activity.
9/29,10/6,13,20,27&11/3/2022
VD RE DEV LLC, Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY
on 09/23/2022. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 150-24 22nd Avenue,
W h i t e s t o n e , N Y 113 5 7.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
9/29,10/6,13,20,27&11/3/2022

Governor Hochul Announces Work to Redesign Penn
Station Anticipated to Begin in the Coming Months
(Continued from page 10)
with the Gateway Program
investments. We thank Governors Hochul and Murphy
for their leadership and partnership and look forward
to further collaboration as
we transform New York
Penn Station into a worldclass, state-of-the-art train
station.”
New York City Mayor
Eric Adams said, “The time
to fix Penn Station is now,
and this is an important
step in the right direction.
New York City deserves a
21st-century transit hub as
great as the city, and we are
taking advantage of a oncein-a-generation opportunity
to reconstruct Penn Station
and revitalize the neighbor-

hood. Our administration
will continue working closely with our state partners to
‘Get Stuff Done.’”
The recommendation
for the design joint venture
follows an open, competitive request-for-proposals
process that was widely
advertised and sent to 106
prequalified firms and attracted five proposals from
firms and joint ventures that
were reviewed and scored
by representatives from
MTA Construction & Development, Amtrak, and NJ
TRANSIT, and assisted by
a Technical Advisory Committee with additional representatives from the Long
Island Rail Road, Empire
State Development and the
New York City Economic

Development Corporation.
The base contract of
up to $57.9 million would
develop the preliminary
station design and would
last for one year. This contract includes options covering preliminary design for
improvements to nearby
subway stations and design
and engineering support as
the station reconstruction
moves forward.
In keeping with the
MTA’s aggressive nationleading program to encourage the growth and development of certified Disadvantaged Business Enterprises
(DBE), the MTA’s Department of Diversity and Civil
Rights has assigned a 22.5
percent DBE goal to the
contract.

Assemblymember Jessica González-Rojas And
Queens Electeds Joined The Queens Night Market
For a Fundraiser in Support of Victims of
Hurricane Fiona in Puerto Rico And The
Dominican Republic

On Sat urday night
Assemblymember Jessica
González-Rojas co-hosted
the Queens Night Market
along with other elected
officials which was being
held for its second night
since it returned to Flushing Meadows Corona Park
for its 2022 fall season
just last Saturday. But this
weekend’s event doubled
as a fundraiser to provide
Hurricane Fiona relief, especially for those in Puerto
Rico:
1) The Queens Night
Market pledged 33% of
its own net proceeds from
Saturday’s event to support
Hurricane Fiona relief efforts on the ground.
2) Nearly 30 vendors participated in the fundraiser
by donating a fixed amount
or pledging a percentage of
their profits from the evening’s sales. A list of those
charitable-minded vendors
is attached.
3) The event asked for a

voluntary suggested donation of $5 at the entrance
gate to support the effort.
John Wang, founder of the
Queens Night Market said,
“Political fallouts and geopolitical calamities seem
to dominate news cycles in
these divisive times, but I
hope supporting victims of
natural disasters is something we can all get behind.
I can’t imagine what the
families in Puerto Rico
must be going through right
now, and during Hispanic
Heritage Month no less.”
It’s not the Queens
Night Market’s first time
raising and donating funds
for disaster relief. It has
supported relief efforts in
the aftermath of Hurricane
Maria in Puerto Rico, the
devastating earthquake in
Mexico City, and Hurricane Matthew in Haiti. Last
year it raised and donated
$16k to provide support for
victims of Hurricane Ida
flooding here in Queens.

This Saturday’s fundraising efforts were also supported by New York State
Senator Jessica Ramos,
New York State Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz, New
York City Councilmember
Tiffany Cabán, and Queens
Borough President Donovan Richards.
“Whether it is in Puerto
Rico or here in Queens, our
communities are always
prepared to step up and
help one another during
moments of crisis. I am so
deeply grateful to Queens
Night Market for organizing this fundraiser to support victims of Hurricane
Fiona in Puerto Rico. As a
Boricua myself this is deeply personal and heartbreaking. But we are organizing
and help is on the way
and we are doing this as
neighbors who understand
that we are all inextricably
linked. Si se puede,” said
Assemblymember Jessica
González-Rojas.

Queens Community House LGBTQ Programs
Partner With Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz . . .
(Continued from page 9)
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the LGTBQ community,”
said Borough President
Richards. “I want to congratulate Queens Community House for doing a
phenomenal job at opening
their doors for everyone
in need of assistance, and
I look forward to continuing to support them as they
reopen the [Forest Hills
Community Center].”
“Time and time again,
the entire community of
Queens consistently proves
that love is louder than hate,
and Autumn Outfest was
a demonstration of that,”
said Julia Peitzer, Generation Q Assistant Director.
“The block party succeeded

in creating a space where
people can be themselves
and are accepted.”
“I’m proud to be standing with the LGBTQ community, and the Latino and
South Asian community,”
said Senator Ramos. “Our
wonderful borough is home
to people from all over the
world, coming from all
paths of life.”
“While bigots were out
today, I also saw the beauty
of our community as we
displayed solidarity for our
LGBTQ neighbors,” said
Assemblywoman GonzálezRojas. “Hate won’t be tolerated in Queens. We will
always lead with love.”
Queens Community
House (QCH) is a multi-

service settlement house
committed to serving the
diverse neighborhoods of
Queens. QCH serves more
than 25,000 children, youth,
adults, and older adults
every year. Our mission is
to provide individuals and
families with the tools to
enrich their lives and build
healthy, inclusive communities. Through a broad network of programs operating
out of 39 sites in 15 neighborhoods, we offer Queens
residents a needed support
system at every stage of life,
helping them to develop the
knowledge, confidence, and
skills to change their lives
for the better and become
active participants in their
larger community.
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Elder Scams Prevention

QDA Melinda Katz said “
Awareness and education remains
one of the most effective ways to
prevent fraudsters and scammers
from effectively targeting our
senior citizens.” That is why the
Frauds Bureau routinely meets
with community-based organization and speaks to members of the
public about preventative methods
and how to best report a crime.

Katz continued “I’d like to
thank the Queens Community
House and the Kew Gardens Community Center for allowing us to
host a workshop for their seniors
last week.
If you ever need help because
you believe you’ve been a victim,
email Frauds@queensda.org or
call 718.286.6673. We’re here to
help.

Job Fair at Queensborough
Community College

Recently, Council Member Linda Lee hosted a career expo at
Queensborough Community College to give the students in Eastern
Queens the opportunity to meet
with employers who are looking
for bright, young talent entering

the workforce. Linda Lee said “I
am always delighted to talk with
our students about their dreams
and next steps, especially those
with aspirations to serve and
benefit their communities in their
prospective careers! “
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