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Gov. Kathy Hochul: Columbus Day 
Won’t be Canceled

Gov. Kathy Hochul announced her opposition to rename Columbus Day as Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day. See story on page 2.

Mayor Adams, NYC H+H CEO Katz 
Announce Successful Rollout And  

Expansion of Plant-Based Meals as  
Default Option For Patients in  

NYC Public Hospitals

NYC H+H Plant Based Dish: Southern Black-eye Pea Casserole 
with Plant Based Corn Bread topped with Plant Based 
Shredded Cheese. See story on page 3.

NYC Health + Hospitals/Lincoln, Metropolitan, 
and Woodhull Now Serving Healthier and More 

Sustainable Dinners
New Initiative Builds on Plant-Based Lunch 
Program With 95 Percent Satisfaction Rate

Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s in Queens Raises Nearly 
$80,000 to Fight Alzheimer’s Disease

     More than 100 supporters 
braved blustery, wet conditions 
to participate in person at the 
Queens Walk to End Alzheimer’s 
on Saturday, October 1, in Flush-

ing Meadows-Corona Park. More 
than 350 more people joined from 
home and the event has already 
raised over $80,000 for care, sup-
port and research programs at the 

Alzheimer’s Association. 
     Emily Lorsch of CNBC and 
Queens Walk Co-Chair Melissa 
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona, 
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip. 
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the 
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to 
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your 
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

(Continued from page 1)
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Gov. Kathy Hochul: Columbus Day 
Won’t be Canceled

     Gov. Kathy Hochul announced 
her opposition to legislation, pro-
posed by leftwing state lawmak-
ers, to rename Columbus Day as 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day.
     “We generally do not comment 
on legislation that has not passed 
both houses, but Gov. Hochul 
does not support eliminating Co-
lumbus Day,” said spokeswoman 
Hazel Crampton-Hays; and, went 
on to say, “She looks forward to 
again marching in the Colum-
bus Day Parade and proudly 
proclaiming Columbus Day this 
year, and she will continue to be 
a strong supporter of the Italian 
American community”.
     Modern-day critics say Co-
lumbus should be remembered 
more for his murderous role in 
exploiting Native Americans 
while pursuing gold on behalf 
of the Spanish Empire. Like the 

bill sponsors Assemblywoman 
Marcela Mitaynes (D-Brooklyn) 
and state Sen. Jessica Ramos 
(D-Queens), both of whom claim 
indigenous roots, are hoping to 
move the proposal forward when 
the state Legislature reconvenes 
next year.
     Opposition from Hochul and 
her rival suggest that any effort 
to change the holiday at the state 
level would face a gubernatorial 
veto if ever passed by the As-
sembly and Senate, which are 
currently dominated by Demo-
cratic super majorities.
Columbus, the 15th century 
mariner, is celebrated by Ital-
ian-Americans for his naviga-
tional prowess and daring to 
test whether the Earth was in 
fact round during a 1492 voyage 
aimed at reaching spice-rich 
areas of Asia.
     Columbus Day is currently 
a federal and state holiday fol-

lowing a 2021 effort to rename 
the annual holiday on the second 
Monday in October as Italian 
Heritage /Indigenous Peoples’ 
Day for New York City schools. 
     A fact that most do not remem-
ber or chose to forget is the true 
reason Columbus Day came into 
existence. On March 14, 1891 in 
New Orleans, 11 Italians were 
lynched. After that dark mo-
ment in history the first national 
Columbus Day was proclaimed 
in 1892 by President Benjamin 
Harrison to celebrate the 400th 
anniversary of Italian-born ex-
plorer Christopher Columbus’ 
discovery of America. Columbus 
Day was also proclaimed to help 
resolve a diplomatic crisis with 
Italy over the lynching of the 
11 Italian immigrants the year 
before in New Orleans. 
     Also everyone should remem-
ber that “America” is a beautiful 
Italian name.

Warten served as emcees for the 
opening ceremony. They wel-
comed the crowd and celebrated 
recent successes in the fight to end 
Alzheimer’s. Earlier this month, 
researchers reported positive find-
ings from a clinical trial of a drug 
called lecanemab. It slowed cogni-
tive decline by 27% compared to 
placebo and the FDA is expected 
to decide on its approval by early 
January. 
     Melissa Warten said, “We are 
making progress and there is hope. 
One day, we will end this disease. 
And we’re going to do it together!” 
     Melissa also congratulated 
top fundraisers including Scott 
Winter of Team Jim’s Winter 
Warriors, who lost his father Jim 
to Alzheimer’s. Scott shared, “I 
hate this disease. It was devastat-
ing to watch my father deteriorate. 
That’s why I walk every year.” 
Scott continued, “We have mo-
mentum now with the positive 
treatment news. And we’re not 
going to stop.” 
     The opening ceremony included 
a rousing rendition of the National 
Anthem from Danielle Atkinson. 

David Feiner of Team Babs and 
his family cut the start line ribbon 
for walkers. And the cheerleading 
squad of Saint Francis Prepara-
tory School kept the energy up as 
the walk started. Throughout the 
event, participants enjoyed pump-
kin painting and custom tempo-
rary tattoos courtesy of Face Art 
by Melissa at the Fun Zone as well 
as free massages from Nigel Hunt, 
AAS, LMT.  
     Walk manager Sophie Lesser 
said, “The Queens Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s includes so many 
family caregivers. We wanted 
them to have some time for fun 
and self-care, because that is often 
sacrificed when a loved one has 
dementia.”  
     More than 6 million Ameri-
cans are living with Alzheimer’s 
disease – a leading cause of death 
in the United States – including 
more than 410,000 in New York. 
Additionally, more than 11 mil-
lion family members and friends 
provide care to people living with 
Alzheimer’s and other dementias. 
     The success of the Queens Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s was made 
possible thanks to its commit-
tee Co-chairs Diane Marinconz 

and Melissa Warten; committee 
members Nicole Devita, Robin 
Gitomer, Catherine Heege. and 
Alexis Mark; and local sponsors 
Cannataro Family Capital Part-
ners and Main Street Radiology. 
     Alzheimer’s Association Walk 
to End Alzheimer’s®
The Alzheimer’s Association 
Walk to End Alzheimer’s is the 
world’s largest event to raise 
awareness and funds for Alzheim-
er’s care, support and research. 
Since 1989, the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation mobilized millions of 
Americans in the Alzheimer’s 
Association Memory Walk®; 
now the Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion is continuing to lead the way 
with Walk to End Alzheimer’s. 
Together, we can end Alzheimer’s.  
     Alzheimer’s Association® - 
The Alzheimer’s Association is a 
worldwide voluntary health orga-
nization dedicated to Alzheimer’s 
care, support and research. Its 
mission is to lead the way to end 
Alzheimer’s and all other demen-
tia — by accelerating global re-
search, driving risk reduction and 
early detection, and maximizing 
quality care and support. Visit alz.
org or call 800.272.3900.

Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End 
Alzheimer’s in Queens Raises Nearly 
$80,000 to Fight Alzheimer’s Disease

Installation Expands Bus En-
forcement Technology to All 
Boroughs

ABLE Cameras Activated on Q44 
Select Bus Service Today

NYCDOT to Issue Warning 
Notices to Violators for First 60 
Days of Implementation

     The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA) has an-
nounced an additional 300 buses 
across nine routes in Staten Island, 
the Bronx, Queens and Brooklyn 
will have automated bus lane 

enforcement (ABLE) cameras 
by the end of the year to capture 
drivers violating busway and bus 
lane rules in real-time. The first 
ABLE cameras from this latest 
deployment will be rolled out 
today on the Q44 Select Bus Ser-
vice (SBS) route. ABLE cameras 
are an essential tool to keep bus 
lanes clear of vehicles and buses 
on schedule for more consistent 
and reliable service. 
     Currently, there are 123 buses 
equipped with ABLE cameras on 
seven routes across Brooklyn and 
Manhattan. The latest installment 
of cameras will expand the bus 

enforcement technology to all 
boroughs and cover approximately 
50% of bus lane miles across the 
city. 
     The MTA and New York City 
Department of Transportation 
(NYCDOT) have agreed to ex-
pand camera enforcement to cover 
up to 85% of existing bus lanes 
by the end of 2023. To reach that 
goal, the MTA plans to add 600 
new cameras by the end of 2023. 
NYCDOT’s fixed cameras will 
work in concert with these bus 
cameras to reduce the number 

MTA to Install ABLE Cameras on 300 Additional Buses 
Across Nine Routes by End of 2022
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     New York City Mayor Eric Ad-
ams and New York City Health + 
Hospitals (H+H) CEO Dr. Mitch-
ell H. Katz recently announced 
that culturally diverse plant-based 
meals are now the primary dinner 
options for inpatients at H+H/Lin-
coln, Metropolitan, and Woodhull 
Hospitals. The dinner program 
expands on the health care sys-
tem’s successful plant-based lunch 
default program — launched in 
March of this year — which now 
boasts a 95 percent satisfaction 
rate.
     “When it comes to preventing 
diet-related chronic disease, there 
is a growing recognition that it’s 
not our DNA — it’s our dinner,” 
said Mayor Adams. “Since Janu-
ary, we have introduced Plant-
Powered Fridays into schools, 
introduced fresh produce into the 
nation’s only municipal emer-
gency food system, and expanded 
Plant-Based Lifestyle Medicine 
Clinics to public hospitals across 
all five boroughs. Now, we are 
proud to announce the successful 
rollout and expansion of default 
plant-based lunch and dinner 
options at all H+H sites. This 
transformative program is already 
changing lives, empowering pa-
tients to take control of their own 
health and further cementing New 
York City as a leader in preventive 
medicine.”
     “In the event we or a loved one 
has to be in the hospital, we should 
know that the food served will 
be comforting, tasty, and health 
promoting,” said Deputy Mayor 
for Health and Human Services 
Anne Williams-Isom. “Expanding 
plant-based offerings helps us do 
just that. Thank you to our food 
service partners and patient navi-
gators for making this initiative 
both delicious and successful.”
     “As a primary care physician, 
I speak with all of my patients 
about the importance of a healthy 
diet and how it can help fend off 
or treat chronic conditions like 
type 2 diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, and heart disease,” said NYC 
Health + Hospitals President and 
CEO Mitchell Katz, MD. “Our 
new meal program is rooted in 
evidence for health benefits and 
environmental sustainability, and 
expands on the success of our 
Meatless Mondays Program.”
     Each year, H+H serves about 3 
million meals for lunch and din-
ner. About half of all inpatients are 
eligible for plant-based dishes, and 
60 percent have chosen them since 
the plant-based default program 
was launched — contributing 
to approximately 864,000 plant-
based meals per year being served. 
It also builds on the Meatless 
Mondays initiative — launched 
in 2019 — in collaboration with 
then-Brooklyn Borough President 
Eric Adams.
     Patients considered high-risk, 
those who are prescribed a special 
diet, or given a referral can meet 
with one of more than 100 regis-
tered H+H dieticians to learn more 
about the benefits of a plant-based 
diet. There are 14 new plant-based 
options with a selection offered 
each day. The meals are inspired 
by the f lavors of Latin, Asian, 

and other cuisines that repre-
sent the health system’s diverse 
patient population. Thai noodle 
bowls, Spanish vegetable paella 
with yellow rice, and a Southern 
black-eyed pea casserole are just 
some of the new, “chef’s choice” 
options being offered to patients 
at these three sites. Food Service 
Associates work with patients on 
meal choice and selection from the 
beginning of their stay until they 
are discharged, and encourage 
them to choose healthy meals as 
part of their healing and recovery 
plan of care. 
     “Food is medicine, especially 
in our moments of sickness. Nu-
tritious, healthy food should be 
available wherever New Yorkers 
are, but especially in institutions 
that are meant to restore health,” 
said New York City Department of 
Health and Mental Hygiene Com-
missioner Dr. Ashwin Vasan. “It 
starts with us, and we must lead 
by example, so this is an important 
step forward. Congratulations to 
Health + Hospitals for making 
nutritious and delicious plant-
based foods the default option for 
patients who are there to heal and 
to return to health.”
     “These new recipes have been 
taste-tested and approved by many 
of our patients and staff, and we’re 
excited for everyone to try them,” 
said Dr. Michelle McMacken, ex-
ecutive director, Office of Nutri-
tion and Lifestyle Medicine, NYC 
Health + Hospitals. “The new 
meals are delicious, nutritious, and 
rooted in communities across New 
York City, from sancocho to pad 
thai to falafel.”
     “As a registered dietitian I am 
grateful that plant-based foods 
are being recognized as essential 
for the health of New Yorkers 
and our patients,” said Mercedes 
Redwood, MS, RD, assistant vice 
president for management servic-
es, NYC Health + Hospitals. “We 
have worked closely with our chefs 
and clinical dietitians to produce a 
menu that is culturally appropri-
ate, tasty, and sure to enhance our 
patients dining experience.”
     “Across the city, we are striv-
ing to make the healthy choice 
the easier choice,” said Kate 
MacKenzie, executive director, 
Mayor’s Office of Food Policy. 
“As we continue to broaden the 
administration’s goal of ensuring 
access to delicious and nutritious 
meals for all New Yorkers, the 
implementation and expansion of 
this program highlight how city 
facilities can lead on encouraging 
healthy lifestyle changes.”
     Non-plant-based options 
continue to be available and are 
offered in accordance with a pa-
tient’s prescribed diet. 
     Plant-based nutrition is a style 
of cooking and eating that empha-
sizes, but is not necessarily limited 
to, fruits and vegetables, whole 
grains, legumes, nuts and seeds, 
plant oils, and herbs and spices, 
and reflects evidence-based prin-
ciples of health and sustainability. 
Scientific research has shown that 
plant-based eating patterns are 
linked to significantly lower risk 
of cardiovascular disease, Type 
2 diabetes, obesity, and certain 
cancers. They can also be effective 
for weight management, as well as 

treatment of certain chronic dis-
eases, including Type 2 diabetes, 
hypertension, and hyperlipidemia. 
     H+H plans to offer plant-based 
dinner options at all hospitals 
this fall, and, by year’s end, plans 
to offer plant-based supplements 
and tube feeds. The system plans 
to introduce the plant-based menu 
options to post-acute care facilities 
by January. 
     “The health and well-being of 
all New Yorkers was strengthened 
today by the mayor’s announce-
ment of plant-based meals in NYC 
hospitals, said New York City 
Councilmember Lynn Schulman, 
chair, Committee on Health. “As 
someone who has dedicated my 
personal and professional life to 
healthcare advocacy, it is wonder-
ful to see the rollout and expansion 
of a program to make New Yorkers 
healthier, especially those who 
find themselves as patients in our 
city’s public hospital system.”
     “New Yorkers receiving care 
at our H + H hospitals deserve 
not only top-notch medical care 
but access to nutritious food 
that tastes great, too,” said New 
York City Councilmember Justin 
Brannan. “Being in a hospital is 
hard enough, and the mealtime 
shouldn’t make it harder. As a veg-
etarian myself, I’m thrilled that H 
+ H system will be providing cul-
turally sensitive and plant-based 
meals to their patients around the 
city. Let’s hope this starts a new 
trend across the nation.”
     “The food on our plate has 
an impact on our health, and 
research shows that plant-based 
diets improve wellbeing,” said 
New York City Councilmember 
Gale A. Brewer. “I applaud Mayor 
Adams for his continued efforts 
to get New Yorkers to think more 
critically about their meals, and 
for expanding food options in 
schools and hospitals.”
     “I thank Mayor Eric Adams and 
his administration for working 
together with NYC Health + Hos-
pitals President & CEO Dr. Katz 
for the successful implementation 
of plant-based meal options for 
NYC hospitals,” said New York 
City Councilmember Oswald 
Feliz. “Health and wellness are 
essential components for the suc-
cess of our constituents and their 
families. Providing plant-based 
meal options will aid in the fight 
against chronic diseases that has 
impacted residents in my commu-
nity as well as help in preventing 
the onset of new diseases. I believe 
that a great way to tackle chronic 
conditions such as Type 2 diabe-
tes, high blood pressure and heart 
disease is by combining healthy 
food options and following the 
treatment plan of the healthcare 
provider. Care that incorporates 
plant-based food options that is not 
only nutritious, but also delicious 
will ensure that New Yorkers live 
longer and healthier lives.”
     “All New Yorkers deserve ac-
cess to healthy, nutritious foods,” 
said New York City Councilmem-
ber Sandy Nurse. “The initiative 
by Mayor Adams and NYC H+H 
to expand plant-based meals at 
our public hospitals is a great way 
to encourage inpatients to adopt 

Mayor Adams, NYC H+H CEO Katz Announce Successful 
Rollout And Expansion of Plant-Based Meals as  

Default Option For Patients in NYC Public Hospitals
(Continued from page 1)

Sen. Schumer, Mayor Adams Announce 
First-In-Nation Street Deliveristas 

Hubs to Serve NYC’s  
Food Delivery Workers

Hubs Will Provide Workers With 
Charging Stations, Shelter, Rest 
Areas, Bike Repair Servicing 

     U.S. Senate Majority Lead-
er Charles Schumer and New 
York City Mayor Eric Adams 
announced a first-of-its-kind hub 
program for New York City’s 
65,000 delivery workers that uses 
existing infrastructure, like va-
cant city newsstands, to provide a 
place to rest and recharge. Street 
Deliveristas Hubs will create a 
place for delivery workers to seek 
shelter from the elements, charge 
both their electric bicycles and cell 
phones, and, by revitalizing these 
empty public spaces, will ensure 
New York City’s public spaces 
serve all. Through $1 million in 
congressionally directed spend-
ing secured by Senate Majority 
Leader Schumer in the upcoming 
appropriations bill for Workers 
Justice Project/Los Deliveristas 
Unidos, this pilot program will 
renovate and transform underuti-
lized structures on city properties. 
A portion of the federal grant will 
also be used to help renovate a 
worker center in Williamsburg for 
deliveristas.
     “When I rode my bike alongside 
deliveristas last fall, I pledged to 
fight for better infrastructure to 
support their needs, including 
charging stations, shelter, rest 
areas, and more,” said Senate Ma-
jority Leader Schumer. “With $1 
million in federal funding I have 
secured for deliveristas, we are 
creating these innovative Street 
Hubs and a renovated worker 
center. Alongside millions for 
better bike infrastructure in the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure and Jobs 
Law, we are proudly on our way 
to meeting that promise for better 
and safer biking infrastructure. 
I’ll continue working closely with 
Mayor Adams and Los Deliv-
eristas Unidos to deliver better 
infrastructure for the thousands 
of app-based delivery workers 
serving our city.”
     “Deliveristas are out there doing 
the hard work, day in and day out, 
and are essential to New Yorkers’ 
way of life and to our city’s econo-
my, and essential workers deserve 
essential services,” said Mayor 
Adams. “While most people have 
a breakroom to rest while at work, 
app-based food delivery workers 
do not. I’m proud to partner with 
Majority Leader Schumer to create 
the first-in-the-nation Street De-
liveristas Hubs that will eventually 
help serve the more than 65,000 
deliveristas in New York City. By 
investing in existing, underused 
spaces, like vacant newsstands, 
this program will ensure our pub-
lic spaces serve all and ‘Get Stuff 
Done’ for some of our hardest 
working New Yorkers.”
     “The city is thinking creatively 
about how our parks and open 
spaces can best respond to the 
needs of the most vulnerable New 
Yorkers,” said New York City  
Department of Parks and Recre-
ation Commissioner Sue Dono-
ghue. “We are proud to be part 
of this first-of-its-kind effort to 
support app delivery workers by 
providing them with a homebase 

to take a break, take a call, and 
recharge.”
     “Delivery workers keep New 
York City fed. They are a vital 
part of the city’s economy, and 
they deserve safe, welcoming 
work environments, just like any 
other workforce,” said New York 
City Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT) Commissioner Yda-
nis Rodriguez. “DOT is proud to 
partner in this pilot as we continue 
to rethink our curb space to better 
accommodate e-bike deliveries. 
Thank you, Mayor Adams and 
Senate Majority Leader Schumer, 
for this novel approach to address 
the demands of the industry.”
     “Food delivery workers serve 
our city in rain, snow, and days 
with extreme heat,” said New York 
City Department of Consumer and 
Worker Protection Commissioner 
Vilda Vera Mayuga. “These new 
hubs will provide much needed 
shelter and services between deliv-
eries for some of our city’s hardest 
workers. We applaud Senate Ma-
jority Leader Schumer, Mayor Ad-
ams and Los Deliveristas Unidos 
for undertaking this innovative 
and much needed pilot.”
     “On behalf of the Worker’s 
Justice Project and Los Deliveris-
tas Unidos, I applaud U.S Senator 
Chuck Schumer and New York 
City Mayor Eric Adams for their 
commitment to invest and build 
the nation’s first Deliveristas 
Hubs, a new infrastructure model 
that will deliver worker-led train-
ing programs, essential services, 
workers’ rights information, mi-
cro-mobility charging stations 
and a safe place for Deliveristas to 
rest,” said Ligia Guallpa, executive 
director, Worker’s Justice Project/ 
Los Deliveristas Unidos. “We are 
proud to be partners in developing 
the concept of Street Deliveristas 
Hubs and to be transforming app 
delivery jobs into a profession 
that deserves a living wage, safe 
working conditions, and new De-
liverista infrastructure.” 
     The Street Deliveristas Hub 
pilot program will be the first-
of-its-kind in the nation for app-
based food delivery workers — an 
exploding workforce in the post-
pandemic economy. Delivery 
worker hubs will be designed in 
high-traffic neighborhoods with 
input from both delivery workers 
and communities to design spaces 
that are most beneficial to delivery 
workers and neighborhood resi-
dents alike. 
     Street Deliveristas Hubs will 
help provide spaces for the more 
than 65,000 app-based delivery 
workers — providing workers a 
place to rest and shelter from the 
elements, as well as a place to 
reach numerous services for this 
mobile work force. Hubs will also 
help keep streets and sidewalks 
clear for pedestrians and revitalize 
unused existing public infrastruc-
ture, like newsstands. These hubs 
— alongside the millions of dollars 
Majority Leader Schumer secured 
for safer bike infrastructure in the 
Bipartisan Infrastructure and Jobs 
Law — represent New York City’s 
commitment to safe, innovative 
infrastructure to support critical 
essential workers.
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Meng & Wasserman Schultz Urge Secretary of Agriculture 
to Equitably Distribute Additional Funds to Food Banks 

That Provide Kosher And Halal Food
Letter follows Meng’s call from 
2021, urging Secretary Vilsack 
to provide more kosher and halal 
options in The Emergency Food 
Assistance Program   

     U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (D-NY) 
and Debbie Wasserman Schultz 
(D-FL) called on U.S. Secretary 
of Agriculture Thomas Vilsack 
to ensure equitable distribution 
of the recently announced $2 bil-
lion in additional funding for food 
banks and school meal programs 
to include kosher and halal food 
providers.     
     “Food insecurity has only 
continued to grow as our nation 
battles the COVID-19 pandemic, 
supply chain disruption, and ris-
ing prices,” said Congresswoman 
Meng. “I applaud the Department 
of Agriculture for providing funds 
that help people across the country 
ease their burden when it comes 
to accessing food. However, we 
cannot forget to include groups 
that have culturally and religiously 
sensitive dietary options when 
allocating these funds, and creat-
ing these programs. Making sure 
kosher and halal food banks are 
included in the allocation of funds 
is critical to millions of Americans 
being able to put food on the table 
for themselves and their families. 
I look forward to working with 
Secretary Vilsack and the Depart-
ment to ensure that no American 
goes hungry.”    
     “Food insecurity respects no 
religious or cultural categories, 
and the pandemic-fueled supply 
chain and inflation factors that 
exacerbate it are inflicting pain 
on kitchen tables and food pantries 

across every community. So, it is 
critical that our federal feeding 
programs are equitable and ac-
cessible for everyone, including 
those with cultural or religious 
mandated dietary restrictions,” 
said Congresswoman Wasserman 
Schultz. “I look forward to work-
ing with Secretary Vilsack as he 
distributes this new funding, to 
ensure the money is equitably dis-
tributed to food banks that provide 
kosher and halal food to their com-
munities, and that the training and 
best practices for securing, storing 
and transporting these vital food 
stuffs reach the nutritional life-
lines in our communities.” 
     “Thank you, Reps. Meng, Was-
serman Schultz, and McGovern, 
for keeping the focus on Kosher 
and Halal food. The USDA has 
done a lot but more still needs 
to be done on food equity,” said 
Alexander Rapaport, Executive 
Director of the Masbia Soup 
Kitchen Network.
     “South Asian Council for So-
cial Services (SACSS) was one of 
the first to offer culturally palat-
able food. There is a huge need 
for halal, kosher, and vegetarian 
food for many of our community 
members, and for overall nutrition 
and health. We are grateful to 
Congresswomen Meng and Was-
serman Schultz for leading the 
charge on this need,” said Sudha 
Acharya, Executive Director of 
South Asian Council for Social 
Services (SACSS). 
     “With rising prices, supply 
chain issues and an ongoing pan-
demic, too many New Yorkers are 
still struggling with food insecu-
rity. Sadly, for too long, Kosher 

and Halal food have not gotten a 
fair share of emergency federal 
food funding, leaving hundreds 
of thousands of New Yorkers left 
out,” said David Greenfield, Met 
Council CEO. “Thankfully, New 
Yorkers who utilize Kosher and 
Halal food have a strong ally in 
Congresswoman Grace Meng who 
has relentlessly fought for them 
in Washington DC. The Biden 
administration and Secretary 
Vilsack have been strong allies in 
helping get more food to people 
in need and we look forward to 
working with them to ensure New 
Yorkers who rely on Kosher and 
Halal food get the support from 
the federal government that they 
need.” 
     Between June of last year 
and June of this year, 24 million 
households reported they were 
food insecure, compared to the 
14 million households that faced 
food insecurity in 2020, showing 
the importance of federal feeding 
programs. Although programs 
like The Emergency Food As-
sistance Program (TEFAP) have 
helped address this issue, kosher 
and halal food options are limited.   
     The Congressmembers were 
joined by Rep. James McGovern 
(D-MA), Co-Chair of the House 
Hunger Caucus. McGovern se-
cured $2.5 million to make the 
second conference focused on 
ending hunger in over 50 years 
possible, and has worked for 
years to build awareness and 
push for legislation to address 
policy failures that have created 
food insecurity problems. The  
conference took place earlier this 
week.

     Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards Jr. stated the 
following regarding the status of 
Innovation QNS.
     “I’ve been clear throughout this 
long and often frustrating land 
use process that the development 
team behind Innovation QNS 
needed to put forth a steadfast 
commitment to true affordabil-
ity. I believe today’s announced 

QBP Richards on Status of Innovation QNS
compromise of setting aside 40 
percent of the project’s units — 
approximately 1,100 homes — as 
permanently affordable, while 
ensuring approximately 500 of 
those units are available at 30 per-
cent of the area median income, 
represents significant progress 
toward exactly that,” said Bor-
ough President RICHARDS. 
“With Astoria and New York 

City as a whole in the throes of a 
housing crisis, we must set a new 
standard when it comes to ensur-
ing private development provides 
significant public benefits to the 
communities they seek to call 
home. I thank the development 
team behind Innovation QNS for 
its partnership in bringing true 
and deep affordable housing to 
Queens.”

Alliance For Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park Invites Public to its 2022  
“Evening Under The Sphere”  

Party For The Park

     The Alliance for Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park will hold 
its annual fundraising evening at 
the iconic Unisphere in New York 
City’s Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park on October 12th at 6:30pm.  
The outdoor event moves inside in 
the event of rain.
     Evening Under the Sphere cel-
ebrates “The World’s Park,” located 
in the most diverse community in 
the country, with food served buffet-
style by a dozen Queens Night 
Market chefs as well as borough 
wine and beer breweries, and live 
and DJ music by the popular jazz 
ensemble Hina Oikawa Jazz Trio, 
presented by the Queens College 
School of the Arts, from 6pm to 
7pm, brief remarks by local com-
munity leaders at 7pm, and dancing 
to “Basement Bhangra” sensation 
DJ Rekha from 7:30 pm to 9:30pm.  
     For tickets starting at $50, guests 
will enjoy unlimited made-to-order 
food, courtesy of the following 
Queens Night Market vendors 
and sponsors: Hong Kong Street 
Food serving pan-fried noodles, 
Bstro serving Taiwanese popcorn 
chicken, Chick’n Rotonda serving 
Filipino sliders, DiLena’s Dol-
cini serving Italian desserts, Treat 
Yourself Jerk Chicken serving 
Jamaican fare, Chop Chop Tea 
serving Hakka cuisine, Mao’s Bao 
serving dumplings, Sholay serving 
Indian barbecue, Arepalicious serv-
ing Colombian food, Bengali Street 
Eats serving biryani, Emeye serv-
ing Ethiopian cuisine, and La Braza 
serving Ecuadorian food. Beer and 
wine are being generously supplied 
by EBBS Brewing Co. (with loca-
tions at Citi Field and Williamsburg) 
and Monsieur Touton Wine. 
     This year, Alliance for FMCP 
will honor its three neighborhood 
hospitals and healthcare workers for 
their outstanding contribution to the 
park and its neighborhoods during 
extraordinary times.  The recipients 
are New York-Presbyterian Queens, 
LIJ Forest Hills  -  Northwell Health, 
and NYC Health + Hospitals/
Elmhurst.
     Also for the first time this year, 
Evening Under the Sphere is offer-
ing a charity auction online now 
thru October 5th at https://www.
charitybuzz.com/catalog_items/
auction-nyc-holiday-package-with-
2-roundtrip-delta-2523300  to win 
a holiday package (including two 
domestic round-trip Delta Air 
Lines tickets, four tickets to the 
holiday show at Radio City Music 
Hall, and dinner and cocktails at 
the elegant midtown steakhouse, 
Butcher & Banker).        About the 

Date:      Wednesday, October 12, 2022, 6:30pm to 9:30pm
Location:  Unisphere at Flushing Meadows Corona Park/Queens
Contact:   allianceforfmcp@gmail.com, 718.760.6437

Alliance for Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park - The Alliance for 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
formed in December 2015, raises 
funds that go directly to the park.  Its 
20-member board includes mayoral 
appointees and NYC Parks leader-
ship, representatives from over 40 
community organizations thru Jean 
C. Silva and Stephanie Bohn of the 
Alliance’s Community Advisory 
Board (CAB), and civic, cultural 
and business leaders from the park’s 
surrounding communities,  To date, 
the Alliance has raised hundreds 
of thousands of dollars in funds 
for gardeners and maintenance and 
operations staff; trucks, gem carts 
and other vehicles and equipment; 
hundreds of free outdoor exercise 
classes from Zumba to Cardio Fit-
ness; free live entertainment for 
children and families from Silent 
Disco at the Unisphere to puppet 
shows, Shakespeare, and the up-
coming Shocktoberfest pumpkin 
patch festival on October 30, 2022; 
the year-round Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park Environmental 
Stewardship Team to involve all 
the park’s diverse communities, of 
all ages and abilities, in meaning-
ful volunteer events to beautify 
and strengthen the park’s natural 
resources and infrastructure; and 
an expansive docent program that 
offers free World’s Fair History 
Walking Tours, nature clubs for 
intrepid urban explorers of all ages 
and abilities, and social clubs for 
active and passive recreation.
     About Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park - Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park was designated as an official 
New York City Park on June 3, 
1967. The flagship park of Queens 
and fourth largest park in New York 
City, its 898 acres serve 12 million 
visitors a year.  The park is home 
to athletic fields, two lakes, hiking 
trails, seven playgrounds, and cul-
tural institutions (Queens Theatre, 
New York Hall of Science, Queens 
Zoo, and Queens Museum), and 
popular sports venues (Citi Field, 
USTA Billie Jean King National 
Tennis Center).  The park provides 
free open space in the heart of the 
city.  As the original site of both 
New York City World’s Fairs, 
the park retains 40 World’s Fair 
sites and structures throughout its 
grounds.  At the site of “Evening 
Under the Sphere” is the park’s 
iconic Unisphere, built by U.S. Steel 
for the 1964/65 World’s Fair.  The 
7,000-pound sculpture is located at 
the geographic center of New York 
City, on a direct axis to the Statue of 
Liberty in New York Harbor.

Senators Gillibrand & Bennet Applaud Biden Administration 
For Awarding $225 Million to Train 13,000 Community Health 

Workers Across The Country
Gillibrand and Bennet Secured 
$3 Billion in the American Res-
cue Plan for the Development of a 
Robust Public Health Workforce
 
     U.S. Senators Kirsten Gillibrand 
(D-NY) and Michael Bennet (D-
CO) are applauding the Biden 
administration for awarding $225 
million to train 13,000 commu-
nity health workers across the 
country. Specifically, the U.S. 
Department of Health and Hu-
man Services (HHS), through the 
Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA), is award-
ing $225.5 million to 83 grantees 
as part of the Community Health 
Worker Training Program, which 
is a new multiyear program that 
will support training and appren-
ticeship for an estimated 13,000 
new community health workers. 

This work builds on the $3 billion 
Gillibrand and Bennet secured in 
the American Rescue Plan based 
on their legislation – the Health 
Force, Resilience Force, and Jobs 
to Fight COVID-19 Act (Health 
Force). HHS has been using ARP 
funding to provide much-needed 
support to health workers treat-
ing COVID-19 and other patients 
at the ground level, including 
in New York, as well as helping 
with vaccine administration and 
connecting underserved commu-
nities with social and wraparound 
services.
     “The public health workforce 
is the pillar that keeps our com-
munities safe and healthy, and 
I am so grateful to the Biden 
administration for their support 
in our goal of building a resilient 
community health workforce so 

our public health system is ready 
for the next health crisis and be-
yond,” said Senator Gillibrand. “I 
am especially grateful that New 
York specifically is getting over 
$17 million for six New York 
grantees. It’s members of our 
community health workforce who 
provide assistance in emergencies, 
help people make the most of the 
health services available to them, 
and connect them to services 
outside of the doctor’s office, like 
housing and nutrition support, that 
play just as big of a role in their 
overall health. I will always fight 
for our community health workers 
who make our nation healthier 
and safer.”
     “At the start of the COVID-19 
pandemic, Colorado’s public 
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LIBRA 
(Sept 24 - Oct 23)
Put your priorities in order. You 
may want to have a heart-to-heart 
talk with a close and trusted friend. 
Your lucky numbers are 3,8,9.

SCORPIO 
(Oct 24 - Nov 22)
Your positive attitude and intel-
lectual outlook will draw others to 
you. Short trips may be tiring but 
rewarding. You should be promot-
ing your ideas. Your lucky numbers 
are 2,9,7.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov 23 - Dec 21)
Try not to say the wrong thing at 
the wrong time. Ideas may sound 
good, but be careful if people are 
just looking for handouts. Your 
lucky numbers are 8,4,3.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec 22 - Jan 20)
Your creative ability will show 
when you make a presentation. 
Someone may be trying to un-
dermine you. Opportunities for 
investments will occur. Your lucky 
numbers are 7,2,1.

AQUARIUS 
(Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Check your personal papers and be 
careful of identity theft. Ease the 
pressure by offering assistance. Get 
busy trying to make more money. 
Your lucky numbers are 2,6,8.

PISCES 
(Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Don’t be eager to start any new 
projects at work. Visit friends or 
relatives you don’t get to see very 
often.  Relatives will be happy that 
you dropped by. Make sure you 
look at your investments carefully. 
Your lucky numbers are 1,9,7.

TRY AND FIND

Arcade
ATM
Boutique
Boy-Watch
Browse

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

ACROSS
1. Pay attention
5. Not second
10. Tent-pitching place
14. Against
15. A city in Nebraska
16. Follow orders
17. Food dryer
19. Close
20. An uncle
21. Keen
22. Flair
23. Medical needle
25. Coronet
27. Falsehood
28. Union
31. A group on concubines
34. Cool down
35. Director’s cry
36. Genus of gorse
37. Board game
38. Of higher order
39. Diety
40. Levitate
41. Adjust again
42. Coastal region
44. Hurried on foot
45. Tally
46. Laic
50. Complete
52. Rent
54. Sash
55. Greek goddess of discord
56. Belonging to the past
58. Dispatched
59. Not outer
60. Speed competition
61. Clothing
62. Cast out
63. Large northern deer

DOWN
1. Hell
2. Foe
3. Aromatic solvent
4. Do It Yourself
5. Scrounge (for food)
6. Picture
7. Assess
8. A small group of applicants
9. Driveway surface
10. Against
11. Suspensions
12. Lunch or dinner
13. Combustible pile
18. Jeans material
22. Travel on water by wind
24. Holly
26. Misfortunes
28. Coming up
29. Adorable
30. French for “State”
31. Embraces
32. Balm ingredient
33. Editing
34. Chuckling
37. Extended family
38. List of choices
40. Highly offensive
41. Formula 1 driver
43. Brags
44. Holiday destination
46. Satisfies
47. Neighborhood
48. By surprise
49. Angers
50. Exam
51. Black-and-white cookie
53. Slave
56. Hasten
57. Anger

Cash
Clothes
Escalator
Fitting Room
Food Court

Fountain
Friends
Girls
Hang Out
Movies

Purse
Samples
Security Guards
Shop
Store

ARIES 
(Mar 21 - April 20)
Take some time out and do some 
relaxing things you’ve been mean-
ing to do. You must deal with 
an emotional problem with your 
co-workers. Your lucky numbers 
are 8,3,2.

TAURUS 
(Apr 21 - May 21)
Consider taking a pleasure vaca-
tion trip. Someone may secretly 
care about you. Your unique way 
of doing things will entice new 
business connections. Your lucky 
numbers are 2,1,9.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
If the opportunities arises to get 
involved in investment groups do 
it, it will payoff. Don’t push your 
luck on your job. Don’t make any 
hasty moves. Your lucky numbers 
are 1,9,8.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Do your homework before you 
invest. Get involved in creative 
projects that could turn into mon-
eymaking ventures. Enjoy all that 
life has to offer. Your lucky num-
bers are 5,3,2.

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug 22)
You should make changes to your 
living quarters that will please 
family members. You need to clear 
up some important personal mat-
ters. Your lucky numbers are 4,3,9.

VIRGO 
(Aug 23 - Sept 23)
Travel will be more exciting than 
you planned. Creative endeavors 
will give you somewhat of an out-
let. lucky numbers are 6,8,5.

•    The primary reason for grow-
ing rice in flooded paddies is to 
drown the weeds surrounding the 
young seedlings (rice can grow in 
well drained areas)
•    The softest known mineral 
is talc
•    ’orology’ is the study of moun-
tains
•    20% of China’s plants are used 
in medicine
•    2/3 of the world’s eggplants are 
grown in the US New Jersey
•    Humans are the only primates 
that don’t have pigment in the 
palms of their hands
•    It was once illegal to slam your 
car door in Switzerland
•    Moths have white blood
•    The diameter of Jupiter is 
152,800km (88 700 miles)
•    The diameter of Earth is 12,756 
km (7,926 miles)
•    The diameter of the sun is 
1,390,000km (865,000 miles)
•    Mount Everest is 8.9km (5.5 
miles) high
•    Dolphin’s can detect underwa-
ter sounds from 24 km (15 miles) 
away
•    Dinosaurs lived on Earth for 
over 165 million years before they 
became extinct
•    Jellyfish have been on Earth 
for over 650 million years
•    Only pregnant females polar 
bears hibernate
•    Polar bears are strictly car-
nivores
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Statement From Senator John Liu on 
New DOE School Admissions Policy

     State Senator John Liu, chair-
person of the Senate Committee 
on NYC Education, today stated 
the following about the NYC De-
partment of Education’s planned 
changes to middle and high school 
admissions.
     “Many parents and students 
were rightly outraged at last year’s 
randomized admissions process 
in which many students failed to 
place any of their ranked picks, 
and were forced to attend schools 
that were often unaligned with 

their interests and far from home. 
At first glance, the DOE’s plan 
appears to edge away from that 
widely loathed lottery and place 
greater emphasis on academic 
diligence and achievement.
     “Chancellor Banks is right to 
recognize that many areas of the 
city have long been underserved 
by a lack of accelerated learning 
schools. Great to see this plan 
expand opportunities for more 
rigorous coursework via the cre-
ation of new screened schools for 
students and families who seek 
it in communities long devoid of 
such schools.
     “Equity and achievement 
should never be mutually exclu-
sive, and it remains unclear if the 
administration’s efforts to narrow 
the lottery bands, even to 15%, 
fosters true educational achieve-
ment and equity. The DOE and 
Chancellor Banks must be sure 
to work through this delicate bal-
ance by doing more to engage the 
parents, students and stakeholders 
across the city who feel excluded 
by previous administrations and 
still left out of the process today.”

     Attorney General Letitia James 
today released the following state-
ment in response to the stabbing 
death of on duty FDNY Emer-
gency Medical Services (EMS) 
Lieutenant Alison Russo-Elling:
     “My heart aches for the family, 
friends, and fellow EMS officers 
who loved Lieutenant Alison 
Russo-Elling. This senseless, 

Attorney General James’ Statement on 
Death of FDNY EMS Lieutenant  

Alison Russo-Elling
brutal attack against a dedicated 
public servant is horrific, infuriat-
ing, and devastating. This attack 
reminds us all of the dangers faced 
by New York EMS personnel, and 
why these dedicated heroes who 
have earned our respect deserve 
pay equity and fair compensation. 
EMS officials like Lieutenant 
Russo-Elling put themselves in 
harm’s way to serve their fellow 
New Yorkers, they should be rec-
ognized and paid fairly for their 
devotion and duty. I join with 
all New Yorkers as we grieve for 
Lieutenant Russo-Elling. May 
her memory be a blessing and an 
inspiration.”

Street Co-Naming in Honor of Officer Timothy Motto

     On September 24th Coun-
cil member Paladino hosted 
a st reet co-naming to honor 
NYPD officer Timothy Motto. 
Off icer Motto worked at the 
28th precinct in Harlem and 
when the 9/11 attacks happened 
he went to ground zero with-
out hesitation. Unfortunately 
because of the the work done 
at ground zero, Officer Motto 
was taken too soon. 
     Off icer Timothy Mot to 
was a hero and his legacy will 
live forever in our memories. 
Each time we look up and see 
his name on Ulmer Street, we 
know that there is a special 
story to tell. 

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato Requests More 
NYPD Officers For Community

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens) 
penned a formal letter to NYPD 
Police Commissioner Keechant 
Sewell and made an official re-
quest for more police officers to 
be allocated to the local precincts.  
“...with recruitment underway and 
the hopeful addition of new police 
officers, I am formally requesting 
that additional or new officers be 
assigned to the 100th, 101st and 
the 106th Precincts,” she wrote in 
her letter. 
     Assemblywoman Stacey Phef-
fer Amato is known for being a 
firm advocate for the NYPD and 
speaking out in support of the 
work the men and women in blue 
do for our community. “I have 
personally seen the strain our 
police officers are currently go-
ing through and believe all three 
precincts are understaffed,” the 
letter said. The Assemblywoman 
has heard from residents at not just 
the local precinct council meet-
ings but from people throughout 
South Queens. “I am asking the 
Commissioner to assign more of-
ficers to South Queens as we need 
more police presence to ensure the 
safety of our residents and com-

munity,” she said.
     Assemblywoman Pheffer 
Amato personally promoted the 
recruitment opportunity during 
the recent onboarding season for 
NYPD and received comments 
from several interested individu-
als. “The work the members of the 

NYPD do is beyond commend-
able and every single one of them 
deserves our praise and extreme 
gratitude. I am proud to support 
the NYPD and will continue to be 
a friend and advocate for them in 
every way,” said Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato.

Congresswoman Grace Meng Visits Queens College 
 Pathogen-Testing Lab She Helped Fund

Pictured (L. to R.: Queens College students Mazharul Mahe, Michael Loccisano, 
Rabab Mahdi, Justin Silbiger; Queens College President Frank H. Wu; Queens College 
virologist John Dennehy; Congresswoman Grace Meng; Queens College students 
Jade Cheng, Jon Shadan, Zubaida Islam, Alexandra Goldblatt; postdoctoral researcher 
Sherin Kannoly; and Dean of the Queens College School of Mathematics and Natural 
Sciences Daniel Weinstein. Photo by Andy Poon, Queens College. See story on page 10.
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Assemblyman Colton is Endorsed by 
The Humane Society  

     Assemblyman William Colton 
(D – Gravesend, Bensonhurst, 
Bath Beach, and Dyker Heights) 
is pleased to say that he was en-
dorsed by the Humane Society 
Legislative Fund. I was also en-
dorsed by AFL-CIO, NY League 
of Conservation Voters, NYC 
Resident Alliance, District Lead-
er Nancy Tong, District Leader 
Charles Ragusa, and many others.
     “I am a long-time supporter 
and animal lover. Animals always 
played a big role in my life since I 
was a child. I am strongly against 
animal cruelty and exploitation 
and deeply care about animal 
wellbeing. As a state legislator 
and as a pet lover, I have always 
seriously looked to support legis-
lation to protect animals. I have 
cosponsored several bills such 
as A-1549 to create a database of 
crimes against animals, A-2122 
for unreasonable confinement 
practices to animals, of A-536 
promoting awareness and en-
forcement of laws against animal 
cruelty. I cosponsored and voted 
for both A-5746 to make contests 
competitions, and tournaments 
to take wildlife animals unlawful 
and A-5542 prohibiting the issu-

ance of permits authorizing the 
use of wild animals in circuses. I 
also supported and cosponsored 
A-4283 legislation that passed this 
year to ban the sale of dogs from 
puppy mills,” Colton stated.
     “At one time I voluntarily al-
lowed the use of my political head-
quarters to be used as a recovery 
space for a large group of feral 
cats on a block. I believe society 
and government planning must 
better recognize the importance of 
the presence of pet family mem-
bers when prepping for a natural 
disaster where families need to 
be temporarily relocated so that 
such relocation sites include the 
permitting of families to keep 
their pets with them,” Colton 
continued.
     “I believe we need to provide 
resources for strict enforcement 
of laws against cruelty to animals. 
There is also a high correlation 
between those who are violent to 
animals and those who commit 
violent acts against other humans. 
I am strongly opposing unneces-
sary research using the testing of 
animals. Such projects as cosmet-
ics testing should not be allowed,” 
Colton added.

CM Julie Won Celebrates $5.3 Million In Capital Funding 
Allocated to Murray Playground

     Recently, Council Member Julie 
Won celebrated the City Council 
allocating $5.3 million in capital 
funding to Murray Playground in 
Long Island City. $4.1 million was 
allocated to reconstruct the park’s 
synthetic turf and $1.2 million was 
allocated to renovate the dog run. 
Council Member Julie Won was 
also able to get a commitment to 
repair the broken tiles on the play-
ground for the children’s sprinkler 
system, daily cleaning of excess 
sand on the playground from the 
sandbox, regular gardening and 
cleaning schedule throughout the 
entire park, and increased security 
lighting throughout the park. 
     Council Member Won was 
joined for a walkthrough of the 
park by NYC Parks staff includ-
ing NYC Parks Queens Borough 
Commissioner Michael Dockett, 
Regional Manager Eric Goetz, 
Deputy Center Manager Monet 
Davis, and Team Leader Capital 
Representative Eric Mattes, and 
also local Long Island City parents. 
     “Since my first day in office, 
I heard from parents about capital 
investments needed to renovate 
Murray Playground, like the sprin-
kler area that has broken tiles, the 
worn out turf that hasn’t been re-
placed for 15 years, and areas that 
need more lighting at night,” said 
Council Member Julie Won. “As a 
mom, I want to make sure that our 
parks are clean, safe, and fun for 
our children, so I’m happy to an-
nounce that through our advocacy, 

we secured $5.3 million from the 
City Council for much-needed im-
provements to the park! We want 
to thank Speaker Adrienne Adams 
and also NYC Parks Queens Com-
missioner Michael Dockett and 
his team for making this project 
possible.”  
     “Our city’s parks and play-
grounds serve as public spaces 
that allow New Yorkers of all 
ages to exercise, recreate, and 
spend time with neighbors,” said 
Speaker Adrienne Adams. “They 
have become even more valuable 
and important in light of the pan-
demic, and improving these spaces 
is critical to New Yorkers’ health 
and well-being. I’m proud to have 
prioritized investments to Murray 
Playground in the city budget that 
will result in the reconstruction of 

its synthetic turf and renovations 
to the dog run. I thank Council 
Member Won for her leadership 
in championing this project for 
her district.”
     “As a mother and longtime 
resident of Long Island City, I 
couldn’t be more excited for Julie 
to help us secure $5.3 million for 
much needed improvements to 
Murray Park,” said parent Janelle 
Pacheco Winowich. “My son and 
his friends play there every day and 
it is such an important part of our 
neighborhood. We appreciate the 
prompt attention and dedication to 
making our community safe, clean, 
and updated for all. The Friends of 
Murray Park group looks forward 
to a continued partnership with 
Council Member Julie Won and 
our elected officials.”

Glow Community Center Senior Appreciation Day

     Following the Concert, Attorney 
General Melinda Katz’s Office 
joined local leaders and seniors at 
the Glow Community Center NYC 

in Flushing for a Senior Apprecia-
tion Day, organized by State Senator 
John Liu. 
     Our senior citizens have paved the 

way for generations of community 
members and leaders. I hope they’ve 
taken full advantage of the various 
activities provided all month long. 

Breakfast With Our Local Business Owners
     Queens District Attorney 
Melinda Katz hosted the Queens 
Chamber of Commerce for a 
breakfast with business owners 
across the borough to address 
concerns related to general crime 
rates, retail theft, and cyber 
crime. 
     QDA Katz said “Small busi-
nesses steer the engine of our 
progress and city-wide economy. 
Ensuring the safety of our local 
owners and their employees is one 
of the top priorities for my admin-
istration. And I want to extend 
my gratitude towards Tom Grech 
and all members and staff of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce 
for partnering with my office for 
this special program.”
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

(Oct. 7 to Oct. 13)

Read Our Paper Online Visit our website:  
www.queenstimes.com 

Follow the Links To Times Online 
ALSO Like us on facebook

www.facebook.com/queenstimes

     They’ll be dancing in the 
streets…as well as a garden, 
globe, and auditorium aisles this 
week. It logically follows that 
they’ll be playing fantastic music 
as well. That’s not all, of course, 
as history, swashbuckling, and a 
parade are also on the schedule.
•    Oct. 8, El Gran Combo, 8 pm. 
For 60 years, El Gran Combo 
has brought people together with 
joyful Salsa music. The group cel-
ebrates the milestone anniversary 
with special guests Luis Figueroa 
(“Hasta el Sol de Hoy”) and co-
median Sara Conteras. Queens 
College’s Colden Auditorium, 
Reeves Avenue, Flushing.
•    Oct. 7, Free First Friday, 11 
am. On the first Friday of every 
month, admission is free. (Reser-
vations are strongly suggested.) 
The Noguchi Museum, 9-01 33rd 
Rd., Long Island City.
•    Oct. 8, Here We Root Dance, 4 
pm + 5:30 pm. Two performances 
of an original outdoor contempo-
rary dance inspired by Asian im-
migrant stories in Flushing. The 
piece combines movements with 
text, theatre, and an original score, 
and the audience is encouraged to 
participate in an interactive mo-
ment. Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing.
•    Oct. 8, Garba Around The 
Globe, 5 pm. Queens-based Vivar-
ta Arts presents four hours of 
dance and lessons around the 
Unisphere as part of a Hindu cel-
ebration of Navratri, which praises 
Goddess Durga and the divine 
feminine powers. Free, but regis-
tration is required. The Unisphere, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
•    Oct. 8, Field Guide: Sustenance; 
Fires, 11 am. Artist Marcela Tor-
res leads a group that will plan, 
dig, and build a site for a pitted 
fire while considering aromatic 
energy, scent bouquets, and herbal 
bundles. Then it’s time to cook. 
Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-01 
Vernon Blvd., Long Island City.
•    Oct. 8, Family Treasures Day, 
1 pm. Bring heirlooms to learn 
from experts how to preserve 
them. Items may include personal 
objects, photographs, or docu-
ments, such as certificates or cor-
respondence. Queens Memory’s 
Digital Archives team will create 
archival-quality scans. Voelker 
Orth Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., 
Flushing. 
•    Oct. 8, World’s Fair History 
Walk, 4 pm. A free guided walk 
with docent Linda Fisher to a 
dozen World’s Fair sites, ending 
near the entrance to Queens Night 
Market. Meet at the Alliance of 
FMCP tent just behind the New 
York Hall of Science in Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.
•    Oct. 8, The Astoria Queens 
Columbus Day Parade, noon. 
The Federation of Italian Ameri-
can Organizations of Queens 
organizes this 45th annual event, 
which kicks off at Kaufman Stu-
dios, 34-12 36th St., and heads 
to a reviewing stand on Astoria 
Boulevard and 32nd Street. The 
grand marshal is Vito Giannola 

from Provident Bank.
•    Oct. 8, The Hey Nows, 8 pm. 
This top 40 party band has a spe-
cial knack for connecting with 
audiences. They cover everything 
from to Tom Petty to The Chain-
smokers. Resorts World New York 
City, 110-00 Rockaway Blvd., 
South Jamaica.
•    Oct. 8, Classical Music, 4 pm. 
Pianist Yejin Han performs, fol-
lowed by a reception. The Center 
at Maple Grove Cemetery, enter 
via the gate at 129th Street and 
Kew Gardens Road.
•    Oct. 9, Green Soul + Elijah 
Thomas, 6:30 pm + 8 pm. Elijah 
Thomas plays flutes and piccolo. 
Kelly Green takes care of piano 
and voice. Luca Soul smoothes 
everything out on bass. Green 
Soul Studios, 110-20 73rd Rd., 
Forest Hills.
•    Oct. 9, Reed Removal Volun-
teer Day, 10 am. Join the Alliance 
for FMCP for a day of volunteer-
ing and learning about the water-
front. Meadow Lake Boathouse, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
•    Oct. 10, Random Access Music, 
7 pm. A Queens-based ensemble 
offers world premieres of songs 
for clarinet, cello, piano, ryuteki, 
hichiriki, and koto. First Presbyte-
rian Church of Forest Hills, 70-35 
112th St.
•    Oct. 12, Monthly Jazz Jam, 7 

pm. On the second Wednesday of 
the month, musicians hone skills 
and jam with peers and the house 
band led by saxophonist Carol 
Sudhalter. Don’t play? Don’t wor-
ry. Listen. The house band opens 
each jam with Satchmo. Flushing 
Town Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.
•    Oct. 13, The Three Musketeers, 
Oct. 16. Commissioned by The 
Acting Company, this adaptation 
sheds new light on a time-honored 
swashbuckling adventure and 
gives a favorite story new impor-
tance. Shows are on Oct. 13 at 7:30 
pm, Oct. 15 at 8 pm, and Oct. 16 at 
3 pm. Queens Theatre, 14 United 
Nations Ave. S., Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park.
•    Oct. 13, Thursday Night Jazz, 
8 pm. This monthly program 
re-launches with More Better, a 
genre-bending quartet that plays 
a fusion of African American 
music, everything from bebop to 
free jazz. Jamaica Center for Arts 
& Learning, 161-04 Jamaica Ave.
•    Oct. 13, Literary Thursdays, 6 
pm. Carmen Rita Wong discusses 
her deeply personal memoir, Why 
Didn’t You Tell Me?, which traces 
her search for understanding of 
family and identity. This daughter 
of Dominican immigrants navi-
gates white spaces, trailblazes in 
the media, and builds her own 
family.

Preya 

Gran Combo

FTH Jazz Jam 
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Mayor Adams, NYC H+H CEO Katz Announce Successful 
Rollout And Expansion of Plant-Based Meals as  

Default Option For Patients in NYC Public Hospitals

healthy eating habits and improve 
sustainability in our city’s food 
systems. We should expand plant-
based meal options across public 
agencies and integrate plant-based 
meals as a direct diabetes preven-
tion and management strategy 
everywhere we can.”
     “It is no secret that Bronx coun-
ty has struggled to break a vicious 
cycle that has earned the borough 
the title of being New York’s 
unhealthiest county,” said New 
York City Councilmember Rafael 
Salamanca, Jr. “Poor diets caused 
by limited access to healthy foods 
has led many Bronxites to suffer 
from severe health issues such as 
obesity, high blood pressure, and 
cardiovascular disease. As the 
Adams’ administration works to 
create and expand healthier food 
habits and options in the city, I am 
thrilled NYC Health + Hospitals’ 
wildly successful plant-based 
menu at Lincoln Hospital, one of 
three city hospitals chosen to par-
ticipate in the plant-based food 
pilot program, has paved the way 
for a city-wide rollout. Beyond 
the obvious health indicators, 
today’s announcement shows 
that Bronxites are resoundingly 
choosing a healthier lifestyle.”
     “This is an important step 
towards food justice and allow-
ing people options. Everyone 
deserves to have choice in what 
they put in their body and the 
decisions they make about their 
health,” said New York City 
Councilmember Althea Stevens.
     “Diversity in our hospital 
dietary menus is extremely im-
portant, especially for patients 
with varying needs,” said New 
York City Councilmember Mar-
jorie Velazquez. “Implementing 
a plant-based option addresses 
these health concerns and offers 
families a chance not to worry 

about finding suitable meal op-
tions for their loved ones. For 
others, this is a lifestyle they 
choose as they work towards 
having a healthier diet that meets 
their health goals. I am excited to 
see communities across the city 
have access to options that meet 
their dietary needs and reflect the 
many cultures of New York City.”
     “The American Heart Asso-
ciation recommends that people 
consume healthy sources of pro-
tein derived mostly from plants 
(legumes and nuts), eat plenty 
of fruits and vegetables, and 
choose foods made mostly with 
whole grains rather than refined 
grains,” said Rafael Ortiz, M.D., 
president, American Heart As-
sociation Board of Directors in 
New York City and chief, Neuro-
Endovascular Surgery, Lenox 
Hill Hospital. “These guidelines, 
while not exclusive to a plant-
based diet, clearly illustrate the 
importance of plant foods to 
promoting good health.”
     “A healthy diet plays an im-
portant role in maintaining good 
health. NYC Health + Hospitals’ 
transition to plant-based meals 
demonstrates that the country’s 
largest public health system is 
also an innovative leader when it 
comes to promoting public health 
and improving patient outcomes,” 
said New York State Nurses As-
sociation First Vice President 
Judith Cutchin, DNP, RN.
     “Good health starts with good 
nutrition,” said Michael Davoli, 
senior government relations di-
rector, American Cancer Society 
Cancer Action Network (ACS 
CAN). “Research has shown that 
poor diet and not being active 
are key factors that can increase 
a person’s cancer risk. We are 
pleased that Mayor Adams and 
NYC Health + Hospitals are 
continuing to promote healthy 
eating and to remove the barriers 

that are preventing many New 
Yorkers from living a healthy 
lifestyle.”
     “Increasing the number of 
healthy plant-based options that 
patients and staff have to choose 
from is a clear win-win. Provid-
ing culturally diverse options can 
help patients experience ‘food as 
medicine’ firsthand and inspire 
healthy eating habits to take back 
home to their families,” said Dr. 
Catherine Collings, president, 
The American College of Life-
style Medicine.
     “The American Institute for 
Cancer Research (AICR) ap-
plauds NYC Health + Hospitals 
for offering healthful, plant-
based meal options to patients 
in the hospital,” said Sheena 
Patel, director of nutrition pro-
grams, American Institute for 
Cancer Research. “Diets that put 
nutrient-rich plant foods first like 
vegetables, fruits, whole grains, 
beans, nuts and seeds are one of 
AICR’s core recommendations to 
reduce cancer risk and for healthy 
survivorship. Plant foods provide 
a variety of vitamins, minerals, 
fiber and phytochemicals that are 
known to be cancer protective. 
We support NYC Health + Hos-
pitals’ efforts to make plant-based 
foods the star of the plate.”
     “NYC Registered Dietitian Nu-
tritionists, and RDNs all across 
the country, are ecstatic to see 
plant-based meal options at NYC 
Health + Hospitals. The hospital 
setting is the perfect place to offer 
a healthful, plant-centric eating 
plan and inspire patients to enjoy 
foods that nourish and promote 
health. The diverse flavor offer-
ings will especially encourage 
inpatients on special diets to meet 
their needs,” said Theresa Gen-
tile, MS, RDN, CDN, New York 
City media spokesperson, New 
York State Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics.

health infrastructure was under-
funded by as much as 40%. Since 
then, I’ve fought for investments 
like this one through the American 
Rescue Plan to break down barri-
ers to health care access and invest 
in our nation’s health infrastruc-
ture. With this funding, Colorado 
can invest in community-focused 
care that meets tomorrow’s public 
health challenges,” said Senator 
Bennet.
     The $3 billion already secured 
by Senators Gillibrand and Bennet 
in the American Rescue Plan is 

Senators Gillibrand & Bennet Applaud 
Biden Administration For Awarding 

$225 Million to Train 13,000 Community 
Health Workers Across The Country

being invested in the creation of 
a robust public health workforce, 
providing community leaders with 
the tools to improve health out-
comes in their communities. New 
York City received $35 million 
from the Department of Health 
and Human Services and estab-
lished the inaugural New York 
City Public Health Corps with 
more than 500 community health 
care workers. The New York City 
Public Health Corps has managed 
to help with a range of issues, from 
getting people vaccinated to coun-
seling residents about diabetes and 
depression.

St. Anastasia Knights of Columbus 
Council #5911 Charity Drive

     St. Anastasia Knights of Colum-
bus Council #5911 in Douglaston, 
had their annual charity drive in 
front of St. Anastasia Parish in 
Douglaston. They collected funds 
from those who attended Masses 
on October 2. It was successful 
thanks to Rev. David Dettmer 
who allowed for the charity drive 

The Knights of Columbus council 
thanked everyone in the parish 
who donated on that day. Pictured 
from left to right: Frederick Bedell 
Jr. Grand Knight, Michael Proto, 
Richard Turello, and August Ran-
dazzo, which are of some mem-
bers who collected contributions. 
Photo by Marie Proto.

QBP Donovan Richards Announces Launch of Queens 
Tech + Innovation Challenge

Months-long initiative to deliver 
$20K in funding for winning 
start-ups

     Four months after pledging in 
his State of the Borough address 
to make Queens a leading hub of 
innovation and technology, Bor-
ough President Donovan Richards 
Jr., today announced the launch 
of his inaugural Queens Tech + 
Innovation Challenge (QTIC), 
with the goal of empowering lo-
cal entrepreneurs with the skills 
and funding needed to grow their 
start-ups.
     Developed and presented in 
partnership with the Queens Eco-
nomic Development Corporation 
(QEDC), the QTIC is a multi-
month competition for Queens-
based entrepreneurs in search of 
funding. The initiative includes 
entrepreneurial classes, one-on-
one mentorship opportunities 
and networking events to help 
applicants develop their pitches, 
which will be heard by a panel of 
judges next spring. 
     “As we rebuild our economy 
in the wake of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, Queens must be a true in-

cubator of innovation and a leader 
of the growing tech movement. 
With the Queens Tech + Innova-
tion Challenge, we’re empowering 
some of the brightest minds in the 
borough to ensure just that,” said 
Borough President RICHARDS. 
“From entrepreneurial classes and 
mentoring events to funding, the 
QTIC will be a game-changer for 
those looking to turn their dreams 
into a reality. Thank you to QEDC 
and all our partners for helping 
make this competition possible.”
     “At QEDC, we strongly believe 
that entrepreneurs are the bedrock 
of the borough’s economy. Thus, 
we’re very excited to expand this 
time-honored QTIC program and 
reach more people this year,” said 
Queens Economic Development 
Corporation Executive Director 
SETH BORNSTEIN. “I encour-
age all budding entrepreneurs to 
sign up and participate. You’ll 
learn a lot and you might get 
some extremely helpful funding. 
I’d also like to thank Borough 
President Donovan Richards Jr., 
Flushing Bank, Resorts World 
NYC, Google, Meta, NYC Tech, 
and Microsoft for their generous 

support.”
     The QTIC will be divided into 
five categories: Urban Tech, Big 
Data and Artificial Intelligence, 
Aviation and Hospitality Tech-
nology, Community, and Food-
Based.
     To participate in the QTIC, 
interested individuals must first 
complete an intake form and a 
2-page application between today, 
October 4, and March 1, 2023. 
Along with the application, en-
trepreneurs must submit a video 
pitch of up to three minutes long, 
as well as a three-year financial 
projection. The intake form and 
application are not required to be 
completed simultaneously. 
     Interested individuals must be 
Queens-based entrepreneurs age 
18 and older and will be required 
to attend a minimum of four on-
line workshops hosted by QEDC, 
among other criteria, in order to 
apply. For the full list of eligibility 
requirements and instructions on 
how to apply, click here.
     After applying, entrepreneurs 
will be able to connect with QEDC 

Remembrance Day For Murder Victims

     On National Remembrance 
Day for Murder Victims, The 
Queens District Attorneys Office 
paid tribute to everyone who has 
suffered a great tragedy, and stood 
shoulder to shoulder with our 
law enforcement partners, victim 
service agencies, and community 
members in honoring those we’ve 

lost. 
     QDA Katz said “Obtaining 
justice for victims and their loved 
ones remains at the heart and 
center of our work.”
     QDA Katz thanked Ms. Carolyn 
Dixon of Where Do We Go From 
Here Inc. for co-hosting our trib-
ute ceremony.
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Dinapoli: NYC Put Federal Funds to Work Quickly to 
Shore up Budget And Drive Recovery

Majority of Obligated Funds 
Used for Revenue Replacement 
and Mitigating Negative Eco-
nomic Impacts, But State Comp-
troller Urges Caution for Re-
maining Funds

     New York City is using the 
federal funds it received in the 
wake of the COVID-19 pandemic 
to replace revenue losses and miti-
gate negative economic impacts, 
similar to other major cities in 
the country, but it has used them 
at a faster pace than its peer cit-
ies, which leaves less available to 
address future uncertainties, ac-
cording to a report released today 
by State Comptroller Thomas P. 
DiNapoli.
     “New York City acted quickly 
to use federal dollars to shore up 
its finances and keep vital ser-
vices going during the pandemic,” 
DiNapoli said. “As state and local 
governments now face new fiscal 
uncertainties from rising inflation 
and a potential recession, the city 
must closely monitor the shifting 
fiscal environment to use any 
remaining funds in ways that con-
tinue to boost recovery and avoid 
spending choices that increase 
budgetary gaps.”
     The American Rescue Plan 
Act of 2021 (ARPA) provided 
$350 billion in Coronavirus State 
and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds 
(SLFRF) for states, local and tribal 
governments with resources to 
respond to the pandemic and its 
economic effects and to build 
stronger, more equitable econo-
mies. DiNapoli’s report examined 
how New York City and other local 
governments across the country 
used the first of two partial pay-
ments of these funds, totaling 
nearly $224 billion.
     The U.S. Treasury Department 
has praised recipients for recovery 
strategies that prioritize urgent 
needs but has also encouraged re-
cipients to make long-term invest-

ments. Some of those investments 
have already begun and there is 
still time for recipients who have 
not already spent all of their funds 
to fully implement their recovery 
plans over the next two years.
     DiNapoli’s report found that 
New York City obligated about 
$2.5 billion (86%) of the $2.9 bil-
lion in SLFRF funds it received 
through March 2022. That is 
among the fastest rates among 
the nation’s 10 largest cities and 
is higher than the average for the 
more than 14,000 local govern-
ment recipients (55.6%) reviewed. 
Five of the country’s 10 biggest 
cities had not yet obligated 50% 
of the first round of funds as of 
March 2022.
     Many of the largest cities (six 
out of 10) chose to allocate more 
than 80% of their funds towards 
general operating expenses to off-
set revenue losses, exceeding the 
average among local governments 
(69.5%). Only three cities (Dallas, 
Phoenix and San Jose) devoted less 
than 40% of their obligations to 
date towards revenue replacement.
     More than half of New York 
City’s relief funds received to 
date were devoted to revenue 
replacement, mostly for personal 
services at the four uniformed 
agencies (Correction, Fire, Police 
and Sanitation) and the Depart-
ment of Education, as well as for 
waste collection and removal ser-
vices. Another 27% were directed 
to help businesses and nonprofits, 
as well as household and worker 
assistance. Public health services 
were allocated 16% of the funds, 
mostly for mitigation and preven-
tion activities.
     As noted in the Biden Admin-
istration’s May 2022 American 
Rescue Plan Equity Report, the 
prior COVID-19 relief programs 
for state and local governments 
had predominantly responded to 
emergency health and economic 
needs and had not emphasized re-

sponding to underlying disparities 
in underserved communities. In 
May 2022, the Treasury Depart-
ment renewed calls for recipients 
to continue to use their SLFRF 
for transformative investments in 
their communities.
     Of New York City’s nearly $3 
billion in unobligated SLFRF as 
of April 1, 2022, most will be al-
located to revenue replacement for 
salaries and contractual services 
as well as  supporting school-
based public health services,and 
certain other ongoing costs of the 
public health emergency. Other 
than for revenue replacement, 
the balance of SLFRF will be 
dedicated to expansions of various 
public health services along with 
housing, legal and employment 
assistance targeted to low-income 
residents. At this time, the city 
does not plan to use any of its 
funds for infrastructure projects, 
including broadband.
     As shown in DiNapoli’s fiscal 
cliffs tracker, some of the city’s 
initiatives funded with SLFRF 
and other new programs could 
create additional spending obliga-
tions going forward. If they prove 
popular, elected officials will be 
under pressure to renew funding 
beyond fiscal year 2025 when the 
temporary federal relief will be 
exhausted.
     DiNapoli’s report also found:
•    Nationally, local governments 
have claimed revenue losses stem-
ming from the pandemic totaling 
$92.7 billion.
•    New York City experienced an 
estimated revenue loss of 8.3%, 
equivalent to approximately $5.9 
billion over two years, which is 
roughly the amount in SLFRF 
disbursements provided to the city.
•    Many of the largest cities are 
expected to continue to rely on 
funds allocated to revenue re-
placement to provide budgetary 
stability over the remainder of the 
program’s performance period.

E-Bike, E-Scooter, and Hover-
board Batteries May 
Cause Fires or Explosions if 
Handled Improperly

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today warned New 
Yorkers of the potential dangers 
caused by electrical bike (e-bike) 
batteries and offered tips on how 
to safely handle them. Addition-
ally, the Office of the Attorney 
General (OAG) generated an 
informational flyer about e-bike 
safety tips, which is available in 
English, Spanish, Simplified Chi-
nese, Bengali, and Haitian Creole. 
Most e-bikes, as well as e-scooters 
and hoverboards, use powerful 
lithium-ion batteries that store 
more energy and are more likely 
to catch fire than a typical battery. 
In 2021, e-bike and e-scooter bat-

Attorney General James Urges New Yorkers to Follow  
E-Bike Safety Tips And Help Prevent Battery Fires

teries tragically led to 79 injuries 
and four deaths in New York 
City. If the proper precautions are 
taken when buying, maintaining, 
storing, charging, and disposing 
of these batteries, accidents can 
be avoided.
“E-bikes are a valuable resource 
for many hard-working New 
Yorkers, but they can carry safety 
risks if not used properly,” said 
Attorney General James. “That 
is exactly why it is so important 
that they are used carefully. While 
it can be tempting to search for 
deals or overlook problems, no 
convenience is worth your safety 
or your life. Taking all proper 
precautions can protect yourself, 
your family, your property, and 
everyone around you.”
     Attorney General James recom-
mends consumers take the follow-

ing steps when using e-bikes:
•    Buy your e-bike and battery 
from a trusted manufacturer. 
•    Maintain your battery by care-
fully checking it from time to time. 
•    Store your battery in a safe 
place. 
•    Charge your battery using 
only the cord and power adapter 
provided by the manufacturer. 
•    Dispose your battery at a 
battery-recycling location. 
o    Note: Putting batteries in the 
trash or recycling them at home is 
both unsafe and illegal. Visit gov/
batteries to find places that can 
safely dispose of them. 
     For more information about 
e-bike safety tips, please visit 
the informational flyer provided 
in English, Spanish, Simplified 
Chinese, Bengali, and Haitian 
Creole by OAG

     “I am heartbroken by the loss 
of 25-year EMS Lieutenant Alison 
Russo, who was tragically killed 
today in Astoria. My condolences 

Statement From Speaker Adrienne Adams on 
 Fatal Stabbing of EMS Lt. Alison Russo 

are with her family, loved ones, and 
community. Our city is mourning 
her loss. As the mother of an FDNY 
paramedic, I know firsthand the 

critical work our EMTs do every 
day. The safety of these dedicated 
public servants who heroically save 
lives is critically important.”

     Queens College President 
Frank H. Wu welcomed Con-
gresswoman Grace Meng at 
the school’s Wastewater Epide-
miology Training Laboratory 
(WETLAB), a project that she 
made possible with $1,850,000 
in federal funding to develop 
strategies to detect dangerous 
pathogens in wastewater, in-
cluding coronaviruses such as 
COVID-19, influenza, and more 
recently, polio and monkeypox. 
The money is part of nearly $10 
million in federal allocations 
for Community Project Funding 
that was secured by Meng for ten 
projects throughout Queens.
     “I want to thank all of you for 
joining us on this important occa-
sion,” said Wu. “I am especially 
grateful to Congresswoman 
Grace Meng, one of Queens Col-
lege’s most effective advocates. 
Thanks to her vision, we are on 
the forefront of virus detection 
in New York City. She supported 
funding that made it possible to 
replace obsolete and old labora-
tory equipment, allowing Profes-
sor Dennehy and his researchers 
to increase the sensitivity and 
throughput of their analyses. The 
funds will also make it possible 
to get new items that expand the 
kind of data they collect, further 
increasing their ability to conduct 
research.”
     Queens College virologist John 
Dennehy, who conceived and 
directs the QC WETLAB project 
and has made national headlines 
for his wastewater analysis ef-
forts, and his students were also 
on hand to thank Meng and dis-
cuss their work. Mumbai native 
Sherin Kannoly, a National Insti-
tutes of Health-funded postdoc-
toral researcher in Dennehy’s lab, 
has developed a patent-pending 
device for the project that traps 
pathogens as sewer system water 
flows through it so that they can 
be extracted for testing.
     “Queens College does an out-
standing job in serving students,” 
said Congresswoman Meng. “It 
also contributes greatly to our 
borough and city, and spearhead-
ing projects like these are a tre-
mendous example of how it does 
that. The work of this WETLAB 
will be critical to the health and 
safety of New Yorkers, helping to 
ensure that we are prepared and 
equipped to tackle public health 
challenges when they occur. I 
am eager to see the work that the 
lab produces and look forward 
to it benefiting Queens and New 
York for many years to come. As 
New York’s senior member of the 
House Appropriations Commit-
tee, I am proud to have secured 
this crucial funding.”

Congresswoman Grace Meng Visits 
Queens College  Pathogen-Testing Lab 

She Helped Fund
     Dennehy said, “Wastewater-
based epidemiology is a rapidly 
developing technology that will 
provide high paying jobs to our 
community in addition to helping 
keep Americans safe from future 
pandemics. We are grateful that 
Congresswoman Grace Meng has 
the vision and foresight to support 
this work, which is a tremendous 
boon to CUNY students and the 
citizens of Queens.” 
     Daniel Weinstein, dean of the 
Queens College School of Math-
ematics and Natural Sciences, 
acknowledged Meng’s support 
in remarks. 
     Ref lecting the extraordi-
nary diversity of the university 
and college communities, Den-
nehy is one of the only U.S.-born 
members of his research team. 
Colleague Monica Trujillo, a 
Queensborough Community Col-
lege microbiologist, is a native of 
Uruguay, and technicians who 
have worked on the project over 
the last two years—several of 
whom have pursued postgraduate 
studies or medical school—have 
come from Bangladesh, Burma, 
China, India, Japan, Nepal, and 
Taiwan. One technician is the 
child of Iranian parents.
     After monitoring SARS-CoV-2 
in wastewater at all 14 NYC 
wastewater treatment plants for 
the past two years, the Queens 
College team has expanded moni-
toring efforts to NYC Health + 
Hospitals facilities, where asymp-
tomatic patients carrying serious 
infections may be shedding them 
in wastewater. The researchers 
are working to extend sampling 
to local airports to detect new 
pathogens being carried into the 
country at the earliest possible 
opportunity.
     About the Queens College 
Wastewater Epidemiology Train-
ing Laboratory
The Wastewater Epidemiology 
Training Laboratory (WET-
LAB) at Queens College aims to 
develop simple, cost-effective, 
and robust strategies for detect-
ing the presence of dangerous 
pathogens—including coronavi-
ruses, polio, and influenza—in 
sewer shed wastewater, while 
training students of diverse back-
grounds to participate in high-
level research activities. Failure 
to control virus outbreaks led 
to the emergence of novel vari-
ants of concern that threaten to 
erase gains from vaccination 
and recovery-based natural im-
munity. For these reasons, new 
approaches to community-wide 
pathogen surveillance are crucial 
for addressing the current and 
future pandemics. The WETLAB 
project was conceived and is di-
rected by Queens College Biology 
Professor John Dennehy.

     “Tonight, families across New 
York City will begin to observe 
Yom Kippur, the Jewish day of 
Atonement, and one of the holiest 
days of the year. Members of the 
Jewish community will gather to 
reflect on the past year, how they 
lived their values, served their 

Statement from Speaker Adrienne Adams 
on Yom Kippu

families and communities, and are 
committed to future change in the 
coming year. I wish to extend an 
easy and meaningful fast for all 
those who are observing. May we 
all be sealed in the book of life. 
G’mar Chatima Tova.”
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Notice of formation of THE 
MUNCHZ SPOT LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 8/17/22. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail copy 
of process against LLC to: 
35-07 Broadway, Astoria, NY 
11106. Purpose: any lawful act. 
8/25,9/1,8,15,22&

CASA 34 STREET LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 05/19/22. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 14-38 
31st Drive, Astoria, NY  11106.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/1,8,15,22,29&10/6/2022

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
WAG M I  E N T E R P R I S E S 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
o n  0 4 / 0 9 / 2 0 2 2 .  O f f i c e 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: 14728 90th Avenue, Apt 
2F,  Jamaica,  NY 11435. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.  
9/1,8,15 22,29&10/6/2022

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
RESUMING FORWARD LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/25/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1050 Neilson Street, 
2A, Far Rockaway, NY 11691. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
9/1,8,15 22,29&10/6/2022

154 RIVERSIDE LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 08/25/22. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
w h o m  p r o c e s s  a g a i n s t 
i t  may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 26 - 07 166th 
Street, Flushing, NY  11358.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/1,8,15,22,29&10/6/2022      

Notice of Formation of LE 
BEST SITTER LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/04/2022. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: PO Box 45-43, 44th 
Street, Sunnyside, NY 11104. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.  
9/8,15 22,29,10/6&13/2022

Notice of Formation of J&S 
HOME MAKEOVERS, LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/27/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 61-
48 71st Street, Basement, 
Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.  
9/8,15 22,29,10/6&13/2022

Notice of Formation of 
SOULFIT ATHLETICS, 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 04/17/2022. Office loca-
tion: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 13904 
Glassboro Avenue, Jamaica, 
NY 11435. Purpose: any 
lawful activities. 9/8,15 
22,29,10/6&13/2022

15020 REALTY LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 09/07/2022. Off ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be ser ved. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
Anthony Carollo, 11-05 154th 
St., Whitestone, NY 11357. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
9/15,22,29,10/6,13&20/2022

Queens FM Development 
L.P. Cert filed w/ SSNY on 
9/1/22. Office: Queens Co. 
SSNY designated as agent for 
process & shall mail to: 61-27 
186th St., Fresh Meadows, NY 
11365. Name & addr of G.P.(s) 
f iled w/ SSNY. Term: until 
3/17/2122. Purpose: any lawful. 
9/15,22,29,10/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of ELMCO 
CLEANING SERVICES LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
08/23/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 98-25 65TH Road, 
Apt 5B, Rego Park, NY 11374. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
9/15, 22,29,10/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of TDL 
BASKETBALL LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/06/2022. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 17915 
145th Drive, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: any lawful activities.  
9/15,22, 29.10/6,13&20/2022

(Continued from page 9)

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
LAPHATTE LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 09/01/2022. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: 3749 81st Street, 7D, 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
9/22,29,10/6,13,20&27/2022

MMBTL LLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 09/18/22. 
Office: Queens  County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 107 23 FERN 
PL, QUEENS, NY, 11433. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/22,29,10/6,13,20&27/2022

Notice of Formation of DNP-Z 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/06/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 8 The Green, 
Ste A, Dover, De, 19901. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
9/22,29,10/6,13,20&27/2022

Notice of Formation, 35-22 Union 
St LLC. Articles of Org. filed 
with Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 07/13/2022. 
O f f ice  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated for 
service of process. SSNY shall 
mail copies of any process 
served against the LLC to: 
The LLC, 35-22 Union Street, 
Flushing, NY 11354. Purpose: 
any lawful purpose or activity.  
9/29,10/6,13,20,27&11/3/2022

(Continued from page 2)

Notice of Formation of Skyline 
Tower Unit 5410 LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 9/14/22. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: Capitol Services, 
Inc., 1218 Central Ave, Ste 100, 
Albany, NY 12205. Purpose: 
any lawful act or activity. 
10/6,13,20,27,11/3&10/2022

OBBD LLC, Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 09/28/2022. 
Office loc: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
as agent upon whom process 
against the LLC may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
Omar Baltazar Bustamante 
Diaz, 114-49 114 St, South 
Ozone Park ,  NY 11420. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.  
10/6,13,20,27,11/3&10/2022

Banglatino LLC, Arts of Org. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
9/14/2022. Cty:  Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
Lagunes Quezada Alejandro, 
8312 101st Ave., Ozone Park, 
NY 11416. General Purpose. 
10/6,13,20,27,11/3&10/2022

advisors for one-on-one 
mentoring sessions and 
attend a variety of QTIC 
networking events in the 
coming months. In Spring 
2023, 15 finalists will be 
selected — three from each 
category — to participate 
in Pitch Day, with each 
finalist pitching their start-
up to a panel of judges. One 
winner will be declared in 
each category and awarded 
with $20,000 in funding.
     Entities providing finan-
cial support for the QTIC 
include Flushing Bank, Re-
sorts World NYC, Google, 
Meta and NYC Tech, with 
Microsoft providing addi-

tional in-kind support.
     “We are proud to have 
been a part of the growth 
and development of Queens 
for over 90 years. The QTIC 
initiative is an exciting pro-
gram that will establish 
Queens as a center of inno-
vation and technology and 
create unique opportunities 
for the underserved in our 
community by providing 
mentoring, coaching, and 
ult imately high-paying 
jobs,” said Flushing Bank 
President and CEO JOHN 
R. BURAN. “We are proud 
to partner with the Queens 
Borough President’s office 
and the other sponsors on 
this exciting new program.”
     “We are proud to support 

this new initiative that will 
bring out the innovative 
vision and entrepreneurial 
spirit of the next genera-
tion of business leaders in 
Queens. This challenge 
will help to break down 
barriers and provide en-
trepreneurs with access to 
mentors, networking op-
portunities and a chance 
to sharpen their next big 
idea,” said Resorts World 
NYC Vice President of 
Community Development 
MICHELLE STODDART. 
“Borough President Rich-
ards is leading on an issue 
dear to us all—providing 
young men and women in 
Queens with a chance to 
realize their dream.”

QBP Donovan Richards Announces Launch of 
Queens Tech + Innovation Challenge

of illegal cars and other 
vehicles in bus lanes. 
     The remaining routes 
will be rolled out as follows: 
S79 SBS, Bx12 SBS, Bx41 
SBS, Bx19, Q43, B62, B25, 
and B42. Locations were 
determined to maximize 
the length of bus lanes cov-
ered, balance distribution 
between boroughs, address 
some of the newer bus lanes, 
and incorporate input from 
the MTA and NYCDOT 
on known locations with 

issues. 
     Each bus lane corridor 
will have signage indicating 
the hours that the bus lanes 
are operable, and warning 
motorists that the lanes are 
camera-enforced, as the 
existing bus lane corridors 
have. NYCDOT will issue 
warnings to motorists for 
the first 60 days, in ac-
cordance with State law, to 
ensure drivers are informed 
about the program before 
any fines are levied. Driv-
ers who violate these rules 
during enforcement periods 

are subject to a summons, 
with fines beginning at $50 
and escalating, for repeat 
offenders, up to $250. 
     ABLE camera systems 
capture license plate infor-
mation, photos and videos, 
together with location and 
timestamp information. 
This information is then 
transmitted to NYCDOT 
for review and processing. 
The program is adminis-
tered in partnership with 
NYCDOT and the New 
York City Department of 
Finance.

MTA to Install ABLE Cameras on 300 Additional 
Buses Across Nine Routes by End of 2022
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Queens College Marks 85th Year With 
New Faculty, Degree Programs, And  

Increased Financial Support

     In a celebratory return to 
campus that marks its 85th anni-
versary year, Queens College has 
announced the appointment of 
27 new tenure-track faculty, 21 
new lecturers, and five admin-
istrators of student services. In 
addition, it has introduced many 
new courses and degree op-
tions. Due to an unprecedented 

expansion of New York State’s 
Par t-time Tuition Assistance 
Program (TAP) in the 2022-23 
budget proposed by the governor 
and approved by the State Leg-
islature, Queens College is also 
launching an ambitious effort to 
help its part-time students secure 
much-needed grants. Photo by 
Andy Poon.

On this Columbus Day we honor,
and celebrate all the contributions of 

Italian-Americans.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15

District Offices:
159-53 102nd Street  66-85 73rd Place
Howard Beach, NY 11414  Middle Village, N.Y. 11379
(718) 738-1111   (718) 497-1630
(718) 322-5760 – FAX  (718) 497-1761-FAX

2019-2020 President of the NYS  
Italian-American Legislators Conference


