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Point of View Council Member Paul Vallone Hosts 
Italian Heritage Celebration at City Hall

P i c t u r e d :  C o u n c i l  M e m b e r s  Va l l o n e  a n d  B r a n n a n  p r e s e n t  J o e 
DiPietro with a New York City Proclamation at the City Council Chambers. 
Photo by New York City Council, John McCarten. See story on page 2.

Why I am Opposed to Mayor  
Bill de Blasio’s Plan to Close  

Rikers Island
by Councilman Rev. Rubén Díaz

     You should know that after reading an editorial that was 
published on October 13, 2019 in the New York Post titled 
“The close-Rikers crusaders left reason behind a long time 
ago” I have decided to explain why I am going to cast my 
vote on Thursday against the construction of prisons in four 
boroughs and the closing of Rikers.
     First, I would like to know why in Mayor Bill de Blasio’s 
plans, Staten Island is not included in the construction of new 
prisons in New York City. The four other boroughs are in-
cluded, while there is a lot of potential space in Staten Island.
     Second: As of today, no one knows what is to be done with 
the prime piece of real estate where Rikers Island currently 
sits? There has been an incredible lack of transparency by 
Mayor de Blasio’s Administration about that valuable prop-
erty, and no public hearings about that government-owned 
piece of land.
     Third: Why does anyone think that housing inmates 
in skyscraper jails will ever facilitate the rehabilitation of 
incarcerated people?
     According to the Post editorial:
     “So the city still has time to consider alternatives, like 
the rebuild-at-Rikers alternative drawn up by the architec-
tural firm of William Bialosky and Partners…. Bialosky 

Assemblyman Mike Miller and  
NYS Senator Joseph Addabbo Attended 

the Grand Opening of Hill’s Pest Control

Assemblyman Mike Miller and NYS Senator Joseph 
Addabbo attended the Grand Opening of Hill’s Pest Control 
in Ozone Park, located at 94-10 Woodhaven Boulevard. 
“Congratulations to Mark Hill and Hill’s Pest Control on 
their Grand Opening,” said Assemblyman Miller.  “Small 
businesses are the backbone of any community.  It is 
always great to see new businesses in my district.”

Gov. Cuomo and CM Vallone March in 
the 75th Annual Columbus Day Parade

At the 75th Annual NYC Columbus Day Parade Council Member Paul A. Vallone is pictured 
marching with NYS Governor Andrew Cuomo, NYS Senator John Liu, NYS Senator Diane J. 
Savino among many other Elected Officials and Community Leaders. The Italian American 
support for Columbus is so important. The real truth about Columbus’s positive contributions 
that he made to the world is not being taught in our schools. The unified support for Columbus 
and Mother Cabrini shows that the Italian American community has united to re-educate 
all, especially our children, on the incredible contributions these icons and Italians made 
to the America experience. All must remember that “America” is a beautiful Italian name.



PAGE 2 THE QUEENS TIMES THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2019

Published every week by C.T. Publishing Corp.
Executive Office: 108-59 49th Avenue, Corona Heights, NY 11368

Operations: 11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357
Phone (718) 592-2196 • FAX (718) 606-8202

Web Site: www.queenstimes.com 
email: editor@queenstimes.com

James C. Lisa  ..............................................  Publisher/Editor
Lew Scala .............................. Associate Publisher/Webmaster
Joseph V. Dorsa ..............Assistant Editor/Photo Journalist
Lou Duro  ................................  International Correspondent
Merle Exit  ...................................Arts/Entertainment Editor
Nicole Rescigno ............................................... Office Manager
Bob Grant........................................................ Photojournalist

The Queens Times is published weekly by C T Publications, Inc. for an annual 
subscription charge of $28.50, mail subscription request to Queens Times:  
                         11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357

Subscribe to the

Queens Times
Your Local Newspaper-One Edition for All Of Queens

Just $28.50 per year... and have the paper  
delivered to your door by US Mail

Please Enter my Subscription For One Year

Name ..............................................................................

Address ..........................................................................

City..................................................Zip...........................

Please make check payable to: Queens Times and mail to:  
11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357

(Continued from page 1)

Council Member Paul Vallone Hosts 
Italian Heritage Celebration at City Hall

     Recently, Council Member Paul 
A. Vallone was proud to sponsor 
A Celebration of Italian Heritage 
in observance of National Ital-
ian American Heritage Month. 
Within the City Council Cham-
bers, Vallone honored Astoria’s 
Joseph DiPietro, President of the 
Federation of Italian American 
Organizations of Queens (FIAO), 
with a New York City Council 
Proclamation for his outstanding 
character and service to the com-
munity.
     Mr. DiPietro was born in Sic-
ily, Italy, and has been a resident 
of Astoria, Queens, since 1966. 
In 1992, Mr. DiPietro’s passion 
for the community led him to get 

involved with the FIAO, and in his 
role as President, he has led the 
organization to meet the needs of 
the Italian-American community 
in matters including immigration, 
foreign pensions, health and social 
issues and cultural events. Mr. 
DiPietro served as chair of the 
2004-2005 Queens Columbus Day 
Parade and he currently serves on 
the Board of Directors of the Cen-
tral Astoria Local Development 
Coalition. He is also co-founder, 
former President and the current 
Vice President of the Astoria 
Italia Soccer Club, a team he has 
coached since 1995.
     Consul General of Italy in New 
York, the Hon. Francesco Genuar-
di, delivered remarks at the event. 
LaGuardia Arts High School 

student Victoria Pinto performed 
the American and Italian National 
Anthems and the Landrum School 
of Performing Arts led a dance 
performance.
     “For centuries, Italian Ameri-
cans have helped shape the course 
of our nation’s history,” said 
Council Member Paul Vallone. 
“I’m proud to sponsor the Italian 
Heritage Celebration at City Hall 
and recognize outstanding Italian 
Americans like Joe DiPietro for 
their immeasurable contributions 
to the Borough of Queens and the 
City of New York! For decades, 
Joe has been an extremely active 
member of the Astoria and Queens 
community and he’s one of the 
best people to ever be recognized 
by the Council.”

points out that the Rikers lot 
offers something pretty valuable 
for building a truly humane jail: 
space. Why pack detainees into 
high-rise buildings when you 
can use existing ones for a more 
diffused, campus-like environ-
ment incorporating better access 
to daylight and greenery? The 
45-page prospectus even calls 
for plots where inmates can grow 
crops.”
     There is ample space at Rikers 
Island for all sorts of activities, 
none of which will be possible 
in any high-rise cages. Mayor de 
Blasio’s proposal to close Rikers 
will not improve the lives of New 

York’s inmates.
     My dear reader, don’t be fooled. 
     Incarcerated people need pro-
grams to help them to become 
rehabilitated so they can return to 
their families and loved ones, re-
enter society and get jobs, and not 
be tempted to a life of recidivism. 
Our focus should not be how to 
prosper real estate developers so 
they can create new correctional 
center complexes in our boroughs.
     You should also know that 
Mayor de Blasio somehow intends 
to reduce the number of inmates 
down to 3,300, and he has built 
that dream into his plan, giving 
no consideration to any possible 

crime wave.
     It is also important for you to 
keep in mind that these proposed 
plans are not expected to going 
to go into effect until 2026, oth-
erwise known as “the out years,” 
in the distant future when Mayor 
Bill de Blasio will no longer be 
in office.  
     Ladies and gentlemen, I urge 
my colleagues in the City Council 
to reconsider where our focus 
needs to be: not on new jails, 
and not on the closing of Rikers 
Island.
     I am Councilman Rev. Rubén 
Díaz, and this is what you should 
know.

Why I am Opposed to Mayor  
Bill de Blasio’s Plan to Close  

Rikers Island

Ulrich, Addabbo, Pheffer Amato Urge DOT to Install  
Stoplight, Protected Bike Lanes along Cross Bay Boulevard

The Three Penned a Letter to 
DOT Commissioner Trottenberg 
Following Cyclist Death in Broad 
Channel on Sunday

     Councilman Eric Ulrich, State 
Sen. Joseph P. Addabbo and As-
sembly Member Stacey Pheffer 
Amato are calling on the New 
York City Dept. of Transporta-
tion (DOT) to install protected 
bike lanes on Cross Bay Bou-
levard, between Broad Channel 
and Howard Beach; as well as a 
stoplight near the vicinity where 
a cyclist was killed this past Sun-
day. In a letter penned to DOT 
Commissioner Polly Trottenberg, 
the elected officials, all of whom 
represent the Broad Channel 
community, urge the agency 
“take the appropriate steps to 
keep cyclists, pedestrians and 
motorists safe.”
     This past Sunday, Bogdan 
Darmetko, a cyclist, was tragi-
cally struck and killed by an SUV 
driver on Cross Bay Boulevard in 
Broad Channel. The motorist was 
driving northbound on Cross Bay 
Boulevard alongside the bicyclist 
traveling the same direction. As 
the bicyclist approached East 
Fourth Road, he made a left into 
the path of the moving vehicle 
and was struck by the front driver 
side of the vehicle. Darmetko is 
the 25th cyclist to be killed by a 
driver in New York City this year.

     “For years, the community has 
been calling for safety improve-
ments along Cross Bay Boule-
vard, between Howard Beach and 
Broad Channel. This particular 
area in Broad Channel has long 
been a hotspot for speeding, and 
it is crucial DOT take the ap-
propriate steps to keep cyclists, 
pedestrians and motorists safe,” 
the letter reads. “While we can 
never take away the pain and 
suffering felt by those affected by 
Darmetko’s untimely death, we 
can prevent another tragedy from 
occurring along this notoriously 
dangerous roadway.”
     In their letter to Commissioner 
Trottenberg, the trio points out 
that since January, 2016, there 
have been a whopping 273 crash-
es along this roadway - injuring 
eight cyclists, four pedestrians 
and 82 motorists. Last year alone, 
there were 68 crashes, injuring 
three cyclists and 22 motorists. 
In December 2018, 74-year-old 
Waiching Chen was killed by the 
driver of a Ford Escape, while she 
was in the crosswalk at 159th Av-
enue and Cross Bay Boulevard.
     “This roadway is well known 
in the community as a hotspot 
for speeding and is notoriously 
dangerous. DOT must evaluate 
these hazards immediately,” said 
Councilman Eric Ulrich. “My 
thoughts and prayers go out to 
Darmetko’s family and friends 

during this difficult time. While 
we can never give back what was 
taken from you, we vow to do ev-
erything in our power to ensure 
Bogdan did not die in vain.” 
     “Far too often, the city reacts 
to an injury, or worse a fatality, 
before installing a safety mea-
sure to protect pedestrians from 
avoidable incidents. I prefer a 
more pro-active approach in 
order to prevent such scenarios,” 
said State Sen. Joseph P. Addab-
bo. “I, along with my colleagues 
in government, urge the NYC 
DOT to take safety measures 
along this known dangerous 
stretch of Cross Bay Boulevard, 
so that we may no longer witness 
tragedies along that part of the 
roadway.”  
     “Cross Bay Boulevard has 
been a dangerous road for a 
long time - even with the streets 
marked clearly and signage vis-
ible. During construction over 
the past month, these issues 
were only exacerbated. DOT 
must take immediate action in 
protecting motorists,  pedestrians 
and cyclists while conducting 
large scale improvements on our 
roads,” said Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato. “This is 
an absolute tragedy and we must 
work to ensure public safety. My 
thoughts and prayers go out to 
Bogdan Darmetko and his family 
during this time.”



THURSDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2019 THE QUEENS TIMES PAGE 3

Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest 
Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the 
heart of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a 
destination that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will 
be sure to be back again and again for one the city’s Best 
Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients 
and attention to detail served by our professional staff. 
Park Side is also happy to host your next function with 
our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

Social Security Announces 1.6 % Benefit Increase for 2020
     Social Security and Supplemen-
tal Security Income (SSI) benefits 
for nearly 69 million Americans 
will increase 1.6 percent in 2020, 
the Social Security Administra-
tion announced today.
     The 1.6 percent cost-of-living 
adjustment (COLA) will begin 
with benefits payable to more 
than 63 million Social Security 
beneficiaries in January 2020.  
Increased payments to more than 8 
million SSI beneficiaries will be-
gin on December 31, 2019.  (Note: 
some people receive both Social 
Security and SSI benefits).  The 
Social Security Act ties the annual 
COLA to the increase in the Con-
sumer Price Index as determined 
by the Department of Labor’s 

Bureau of Labor Statistics.
     Some other adjustments that 
take effect in January of each 
year are based on the increase 
in average wages.  Based on that 
increase, the maximum amount 
of earnings subject to the Social 
Security tax (taxable maximum) 
will increase to $137,700 from 
$132,900.  
Social Security and SSI beneficia-
ries are normally notified by mail 
in early December about their new 
benefit amount.  Most people who 
receive Social Security payments 
will be able to view their COLA 
notice online through their my So-
cial Security account.  People may 
create or access their my Social 
Security account online at www.

socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.     
     Information about Medi-
care changes for 2020, when 
announced, will be available at 
www.medicare.gov.  For Social 
Security beneficiaries receiving 
Medicare, Social Security will 
not be able to compute their new 
benefit amount until after the 
Medicare premium amounts for 
2020 are announced.  Final 2020 
benefit amounts will be communi-
cated to beneficiaries in December 
through the mailed COLA notice 
and my Social Security’s Message 
Center.
The Social Security Act provides 
for how the COLA is calculated.  
To read more, please visit www.
socialsecurity.gov/cola.

Senator Stavisky Receives Perfect Score From the 
EPL/Environmental Advocates

     Senator Stavisky recently 
received a perfect score of 100% 
on the 2019 Environmental Score-
card. The scorecard was prepared 
by EPL/Environmental Advo-

cates, who since their formation 
in 1969, have worked to advance 
environmental protections and 
encourage public participation in 
environmental policy discussions. 
     “Together with my colleagues 
in the Senate Majority, we just 
achieved the greatest environmen-
tal legislative session in decades,” 
Senator Stavisky said. “I was 
proud to support efforts to ban 
toxins from children’s toys, block 
offshore drilling, affirm New 
Yorkers’ rights to clean air and 
water, and advance the strongest 

environmental protections in the 
nation. I thank the EPL/Environ-
mental Advocates for recognizing 
these accomplishments and my 
efforts in the fight against climate 
change.”
     The 2019 Environmental 
Scorecard is a guide to the Envi-
ronmental records of New York 
State Lawmakers. The scorecard 
provides an overview of the 2019 
Legislative session along with 
compressive scores on the en-
vironmental votes of New York 
Lawmakers.

Pheffer Amato, Addabbo Hosting Paper Shredding Event
     As a way to help their constitu-
ents clear out files and properly 
dispose of personal papers, State 
Senator Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr. and 
Assemblymember Stacey Pheffer-
Amato are bringing a free paper 
shredding event to the Rockaways 
later this month.
     On Sunday, October 27, staff 
from USA Shred will be at the St. 
Camillus parking lot, located at 
99-15 Rockaway Beach Boulevard 
(residents are asked to enter on 
Beach 99th Street), between 10 
a.m. and 1 p.m., shredding paper 
and documents in their shredding 
vehicle, all while you watch from 
a viewing monitor outside of the 
truck.
     “With the great success of 
the recycling event I recently co-
hosted at Forest Park — especially 

the paper shredding aspect — I 
wanted to give my constituents 
another chance to come and have 
their personal documents shred-
ded safely and securely,” Addabbo 
said. “It is important to know that 
your documents, or your clients 
documents, with sensitive person-
al information like social security 
numbers and account numbers 
have been properly shredded and 
recycled.”
     “I am so excited to bring this 
event to Rockaway! Finding a 
place to dispose of personal and 
confidential documents is very 
challenging,” Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-Rocka-
way Beach) said. “I thank Senator 
Addabbo for partnering on this 
crucial event and St. Camillus for 
allowing us to use their space!” 

     Items that cannot be shredded 
during this event include any 
cardboard, newspapers, file fold-
ers, and metals or plastics. There 
will be a five (5) copy box limit 
on how much can be shredded 
by per person to ensure that all 
participants have the opportunity 
to shred their materials.
     “I would like to thank St. Ca-
millus for once again allowing us 
to use their parking lot for a fan-
tastic community event, Stacey for 
partnering up with me on this to 
help keep our communities clean, 
and USA Shred for providing this 
free service to the community,” 
Addabbo added.
     For more information about this 
event, contact Pheffer Amato’s Of-
fice at 718-945-9550 or Addabbo’s 
office at 718-738-1111.

Assemblyman Mike Miller: New Law in Effect Ensuring 
Bigotry And Harassment Have No Place in The Workplace

     “Sexual harassment and dis-
crimination rear their ugly heads 
in many forms. Every victim’s 
experience is different, but no mat-
ter the details, it can cause lasting 
trauma, and in the workplace, ruin 
the victim’s career. No one should 
ever have to be subject to another’s 
bigotry or unwanted advances, but it 
unfortunately happens far too often. 
     “This past legislative session, I 
helped pass a number of measures 
to combat discrimination, and 
today, a new law goes into effect 
to further protect New Yorkers 

at work. The law eliminates the 
‘severe or pervasive’ standard for 
harassment to be legally actionable 
in the workplace (Ch. 160 of 2019). 
The idea that a victim’s suffering 
has to be intense or continuous for 
it to be taken seriously is absolutely 
ridiculous. Victims must know that 
it’s safe for them to come forward 
and that their experiences won’t be 
measured against an absurd thresh-
old. The law applies to all employ-
ers in the state, and the protections 
are extended to non-employees, 
such as contractors, vendors or 
consultants and domestic workers. 
And to ensure that victims’ voices 
aren’t silenced, it also prohibits 
mandatory arbitration clauses and 
non-disparagement provisions in 
employment contracts as well as 
non-disclosure agreements unless 
the condition of confidentiality is 

in the plaintiff’s preference.
     “The law is part of the Assem-
bly Majority’s continued push to 
combat sexual harassment in the 
workplace and ensure that perpe-
trators are held accountable. The 
Assembly convened a workgroup 
in 2018 to examine the issue, and 
earlier this year, the Legislature held 
monumental joint hearings to listen 
to victims’ stories of harassment 
and discrimination at the hands 
of powerful individuals and the 
subsequent retribution they faced. 
Those brave accounts were used to 
help craft this law. 
     “As we move forward, I’ll con-
tinue to fight for those who face 
sexual harassment and discrimina-
tion to ensure that they know New 
York stands with them, and they 
don’t have to continue suffering out 
of fear for their job.”
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Whirl With Merle

by Merle Exit

Check out: www.youtube.com/user/whirlwithmerle my blog on www.merleswhirls.blogspot.com 

MARLENE YU’S ABSTRACT VIEW OF AMAZON WILDFIRES AND GLOBAL WARMING

    Art cannot reflect the present 
situation of Global Warming more 
than Marlene Yu’s series of abstract 
paintings just screaming about the 
more recent forest fires in Brazil, the 
location of the rainforests. A recent 
exhibition was held at Brooklyn’s 
New York Foundation for the Arts 
of which Marlene displayed a trio 
of acrylic paintings related to the 
wildfires. 
    Marlene was born and raised in 
Taiwan where she spent much of her 
childhood adventures visiting and 
mesmerized by the mountains in the 
area.  It is from her experience that 
motivated  her career in abstract art. 
    After coming to the United States 
Marlene met her very supportive 
husband, James and eventually 
opening the Rainforest Art Foun-
dation with locations now in Long 
Island City, Taiwan and Shreveport, 
home to the Marlene Yu Museum. 
Along with hosting exhibitions of 
artists that have works focusing on 
nature, Marlene’s personal artistic 
concern focuses on global warming. 
    Brazil’s rainforests are what would 

be coined as the “green-heart” of the 
earth, where there are over 15,000 
species of trees. Home to about a 
tenth of the world’s total diverse 
animal and plant species, the Ama-
zon is an essential carbon giving 
atmosphere that is vital to slowing 
the rapid steps to global warming 
by producing more than 20 percent 
of the world’s oxygen. 
    Although wildfires are inevitable 
during the dry season, these recent 

destructions are owed to a deliber-
ate push to clear the land for cattle 
breading and further development 
which will have a deadly impact 
on the climate change. Despite 
all the conservation efforts, the 
Amazon forest is being wiped out 
at an unparalleled scale. In fact, 
deforestation has rapidly increased 
massively since the last few months 
in the name of development in the 
country.

    Queens Theatre has two upcom-
ing events that focuses on the lives 
of women who have looked to make 
a difference through life-changing 
heroism with the first being Neces-
sary Exposure: The Female Play-
wright Project
    Theater maker/visual artist Jody 
Christopherson wanted to know 
if the U.S. Census states women 
make up more than 50 percent of 
the country’s population, then why 
were only 20 percent of the plays 
produced in the United States writ-
ten by female playwrights. 
Christopherson’s response is Nec-
essary Exposure: The Female 
Playwright Project. This FREE 
pop-up exhibition will be mounted 
in Queens Theatre’s Cabaret in 
conjunction with L.A. Theatre 

    According to experts, this will 
directly affect global warming with 
the excelled rising temperature and 
millions of tons of Co2 being re-
leased into the atmosphere trapping 
the heat and producing an increase 
in the sea level due to the melting of 
the ice caps.
    Another series of Marlene’s 
paintings, entitled Force of Nature, 
focuses on these melting glaciers. 
Having experienced the sights in 

Alaska, Marlene loved the beauty, 
colors and light shining through 
them another inspiration for her 
paintings. It was not until years later 
that she realized the significance 
that it would play on Global Warm-
ing. “The weather is changing 
unexpectedly caused by the human 
habit,” said Marlene. “I hope we will 
become a world wide movement to 
inspire artists to share the idea and 
help protect our earth.”

QUEENS THEATRE FOCUSES ON BETTER PLACE IN WOMEN’S WORLD by Merle Exit

Works production of SEVEN. 
    The exhibition is a portrait and 
sound installation of contempo-
rary playwrights who identify as 
women, which Christopherson 
hopes brings awareness to the 
volume and diversity of voices she 
believes audiences should be see-
ing on stage. 
    Necessary Exposure: The Fe-
male Playwright Project will be 
on display from Oct. 18 - 27, and 
can be accessed by anyone during 
regular theater box office hours 
(Tuesday-Friday, from noon to 
6pm). An opening reception will be 
held Thursday, Oct. 17 at 6:30pm.
October 26-27, 2019
    L.A. Theatre Works, which pre-
viously brought The Mountaintop 
and Steel Magnolias to Queens 

Theatre, now puts its classic radio 
play style to the stories of seven 
women making a difference. 
    SEVEN is a riveting docu-
mentary play based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women who faced life-threatening 
obstacles before bringing heroic 
changes to their home countries.
    Here is a more detailed run-down 
of the seven women that were 
focused on. Marina Piskahova-
Parker created a network to protect 
women in Russia from domestic 
violence when there wasn’t even 
a word for it in Russian. Mu So-
chua was nominated for a Noble 
Peace Prize for her work rescuing 
girls from human trafficking in 
Cambodia. Anabella De León 
raised her family out of poverty by 

getting an education and becom-
ing a lawyer. She eventually was 
elected to Congress in Guatemala, 
where she fought for the rights 
of the poor. Inez McCormack 
empowered workers in North-
ern Ireland promoting peace and 
equality as a trade union activist. 
Farida Azizi fought for women’s 
education rights under Taliban 
rule in Afghanistan.Hafsat Abiola 
founded the Kudirat Initiative for 
Democracy to provide training and 
opportunities to women across Ni-
geria.Mukhtar Mai was gang raped 
in retribution to an alleged honor 
crime in Pakistan. She brought her 
rapists to justice and built schools 
to improve women’s lives.
    Each woman’s story in SEVEN 
has been written by an award-win-

ning female playwright, including 
Paula Cizmar, Catherine Filloux, 
Gail Kriegel, Carol K. Mack, Ruth 
Margraff, Susan Yankowitz, and 
Anna Deavere Smith. 
    The powerhouse cast includes 
Shannon Holt, Tess Lina, Maritxell 
Carrero, Ellis Greer, Laila Ayad, 
Sarah Hollis, and Lovlee Caroll. 
SEVEN will be presented in L.A. 
Theatre Works signature radio-
play style. 
    Performances take place Sat-
urday, Oct. 26 at 8pm (which will 
include Open Captioning) and 
Sunday, Oct. 27 at 3pm (when Au-
dio Description will be available). 
Tickets are $20-$40, and available 
by calling the Queens Theatre Box 
Office at 718-760-0064, by visiting 
www.queenstheatre.org.

NO MI ON UMI WITH FOOD DELIVERY by Merle Exit

    As a lover of sushi, I decided to 
try UMI Sushi restaurant located 
at 96-05 Metropolitan Avenue in 
Forest Hills. Rather than go to the 
restaurant itself, I decided to order 
for delivery. I requested 2 of the 
lunch specials of 3 rolls with a salad 

to have one for lunch and one for 
dinner. All seemed fine.  Another 
try was 1 order of the 3 rolls and 6 
pieces of sashimi.  I had requested 
salmon roe but not even sure of what 
kind of roe was substituted.  I let 
this one go.  This last order was the 

lunch and dinner ilk.  Saving the 2 
salads for the next day, these salads 
came along with protein….some 
type of bugs with wings. 
    This time I called to complain.  I 
got an apology and asking what they 
could do for me.  I turned it around 

as I wanted to test the management. 
I was offered a 10% discount on my 
next order.   Say what?  I didn’t even 
bother to ask if they wanted to send 
someone over to examine what was 
in the salad.  My guess is that the 
iceberg lettuce wasn’t thoroughly 

washed but they should have seen 
it within the cut up salad.  
    I even explained that the bugs 
were not tiny and it did not matter.  
Now, if these things are happening 
why would I want to order in the 
future? 

Assemblywomen Stacey Pheffer Amato, Addabbo to Host E-Waste Event in Howard Beach
     Come get rid of your electronic 
waste in Howard Beach later this 
month at an e-waste recycling event 
sponsored by State Senator Joseph 
P. Addabbo, Jr. and Assembly-
woman Stacey Pheffer Amato.
     On Sunday, October 20, crews 
from the Lower East Side Ecology 
Center will be set up outside P.S. 
207 along 159th Avenue between 
88th & 89th Streets in Howard 

Beach from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. ac-
cepting working and non-working 
electronics to be properly recycled. 
The electronics that Lower East 
Side Ecology Center will accept 
include computers, monitors, print-
ers/scanners, keyboards, mice, 
cables, TVs, VCRs & DVD players, 
phones, audio/visual equipment, 
cell phones, and PDA’s.
     “With the city continuing to 

evolve its electronics recycling 
programs, it can be confusing as 
to who can recycle their old elec-
tronics with their curbside garbage 
and which neighborhoods cannot,” 
Addabbo said. “That is why I will 
continue to hold these e-waste 
recycling events throughout my 
district, to give residents an easily 
accessible place to get rid of their 
electronics at a central location 

right in their neighborhood. I would 
like to thank Assemblywoman Sta-
cey Pheffer Amato and Lower East 
Side Ecology Center for their con-
tinued partnership in these events.”
     “Electronic waste is a major 
environmental hazard.  Too many 
people just drop computer parts 
and electronics in the garbage. If 
e-waste isn’t processed the right 
way, it can poison sanitation work-

ers and our water supply,” Pheffer 
Amato said. “That’s why events 
like these are so important, and 
why I am so excited to partner with 
Senator Addabbo, the Lower East 
Side Ecology Center, and PS 207 to 
bring this event to Howard Beach!”
     For more information about this 
event, contact Pheffer Amato’s Of-
fice at 718-945-9550 or Addabbo’s 
office at 718-738-1111.
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Funny 
StuffHOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 10/17/19 - 10/23/19

ARIES 
(March 21 - April 20)
Travel plans will be exciting and 
profitable. Those who have been 
too demanding should be put in 
their place or out to pasture. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,3,1.

TAURUS 
(April 21 - May 21)
Think before you make stock 
investments. Unforeseen circum-
stances will change your ideas. 
Try getting out and networking 
yourself. Your lucky numbers 
are 4,9,1.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
You may meet someone special if 
you attend fundraising functions. 
Travel will be beneficial to your 
career. Continue your hard work. 
Your lucky numbers are 1,8,9.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Don’t loan money to friends. 
You can make extra money by 
moonlighting. You should look 
into a healthier diet. Your lucky 
numbers are 7,2,1.

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Try inviting fr iends to your 
planned get together. Mingle with 
individuals who are established in 
business. Get involved in politi-
cal groups. Your lucky numbers 
are 3,6,4.

VIRGO 
(Aug 23 - Sept 23)
Don’t bother complaining, no one 
listens. You will manage to over-
come work loads this week. Don’t 
ignore your partner’s problems. 
Your lucky numbers are 3,1,8.

LIBRA 
(Sept 24 - Oct 23)
Don’t let anyone interfere with 
your work, stay concentrated.     It 
might be time to take a big step 
and do a personal makeover. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,8,3.

SCORPIO 
(Oct 24 - Nov 22)
You can work out solutions to the prob-
lems of inefficiencies at work. Money 
problems will be difficult to deal with. 
Your lucky numbers are 6,9,5.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov 23 - Dec 21)
Catch up on correspondence. You 
need to clear up some important 
personal documents before the 
end of the year. Check your in-
vestments.Your lucky numbers 
are 4,3,9.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec 22 - Jan 20)
Try and get plenty of rest and 
relaxation. Don’t stay up late on 
work nights.Keep your feelings to 
yourself. You may find a favorable 
business venture while traveling. 
Your lucky numbers are 5,3,2.

AQUARIUS 
(Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Be careful about disclosing per-
sonal information. You can get 
ahead if you present your ideas 
to superiors. Your lucky numbers 
are 8,3,2.

PISCES 
(Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Don’t get involved in joint  
ventures with people you don’t 
know. Concentrate on what you’re 
doing or you may make mistakes 
on your job. Your lucky numbers 
are 9,1,2.

TRY AND FIND

Afraid
Agitated
Anguish
Blue
Bored
Cheery
Dark
Down

Dread
Edgy 
Elation
Furious
Genial
Gloomy
Grouchy
Helpless

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Good person
6. Potato
10. Gala
14. Channel selector
15. Gambling game
16. Lazily
17. Possible
19. Equipment
20. Baby slipper
21. Tavern
22. Part of an ear
23. Gave out
25. An alloy of copper and zinc
26. Does something
30. Edict
32. Ripped off
35. Loftiest
39. Haphazard
40. A Native American tent
41. One of the Great Lakes
43. Ancient Greek mistress
44. Skin pattern
46. Bambi was one
47. Not a consonant
50. Journeys
53. Press
54. Put clothing on
55. Pass by
60. “Your majesty”
61. Unify
63. Throw
64. Figures
65. Corrupt
66. Picnic insects
67. Once more
68. Vestibule

DOWN
1. Knife
2. Car
3. Within
4. Tidy
5. Attempted
6. Calypso offshoot
7. Little rock
8. Open a gate
9. One who accomplishes
10. Front man
11. Swelling under the skin
12. Thick slices of something
13. Beginners
18. Born as
24. Append
25. Give birth to
26. Hairdo
27. Family group
28. Canvas dwelling
29. Solemnity
31. Liturgy
33. Reef material
34. Send forth
36. Type of sword
37. Arid
38. Rip
42. Footstool
43. Furrow maker
45. Showy
47. Panorama
48. Heavenly hunter
49. Most bad
51. Beer barrel
52. A person who is owned by someone
54. 20th-century art movement
56. So be it
57. Breathe hard
58. Sun
59. Evasive
62. Legislation

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

Moods  & Emot ions

Hopeful
Humiliated
Hurt
Irked 
Jaded
Jovial
Lonely
Love

Mellow
Merry
Misery
Offended
Ornery
Panic 
Peaceful
Pleased

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Remorse
Somber
Sunny
Sympathy
Uneasy
Upbeat
Weary 

●   I asked God for a bike, but I 
know God doesn’t work that way. 
So I stole a bike and asked for 
forgiveness.

●   If at first you don’t succeed . . 
. so much for skydiving.

●   “If you think women are the 
weaker sex, try pulling the blanket 
back to your side.”

●   I intend to live forever. So far, 
so good.

●   A stockbroker urged me to buy 
a stock that would triple its value 
every year. I told him, “At my age, 
I don’t even buy green bananas.”

●   First the doctor told me the 
good news: I was going to have a 
disease named after me.

●   A man is reading his newspaper 
and says to his wife: “Michelle, 
look. Here is an article about how 
women use about twice as many 
words per day as men do.”
     The wife responds: “That’s 
because we have to tell you ev-
erything twice”

●   Why do monkeys carry their 
babies on their backs?
     It would be a bit hard dragging 
a buggy all the way up the trees

●   Why do dolphins swim in salt 
water?
-    Because pepper water would 
make them sneeze.
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(Continued on page 9)

Governor Cuomo Signs Weprin’s NYPD Hearing Aid Bill
     Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 
signed Assemblymember David I. 
Weprin’s bill, A4000 preventing 
the New York City Police Depart-
ment (NYPD) from forcing its 
members who require hearing as-
sistance devices to retire, into law 
on Friday. The legislation amends 
the administrative code of the city 
of New York to exclude members 
of the police force who use hearing 
aids from the definition of dis-
abled and prevents NYPD person-
nel who can perform their duties 
from unjustly being terminated. 
     The legislation was initially 
inspired by Deputy Inspector 
Dan Carione, who was forced 
into retirement after the NYPD 
began implementing a ban on 
hearing aids for existing officers 
in 2009. Members of New York’s 
finest work in noisy environments 
where gun shots, construction, 
and even the sounds of the Sub-
way can cause hearing loss over 
time. The ban on hearing devices 
put officers and the public at risk 
by discouraging members of the 
force from disclosing their hearing 
abilities and incentivizing them to 
remove devices while on duty to 

Assemblyman David I. Weprin Speaks on the Assembly Floor.

keep their jobs. The City of New 
York settled with plaintiffs af-
fected by the policy in 2015 by al-
lowing hearing impaired officers 
to take a department hearing test 
with hearing assistance devices. 
This legislation codifies the rights 
of hearing-impaired officers into 
law. 
     “No member of the NYPD 
should be forced to retire because 
of a hearing issue that can be re-

solved with a simple and readily 
available device. As former Chair 
of the Assembly Task Force on 
People with Disabilities, I stand 
with hearing impaired officers 
who bravely want to continue to 
serve their city,” said Assembly-
man David I. Weprin. “I thank 
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo for 
signing this bill into law and being 
a strong advocate of the NYPD 
and the hearing impaired.”

Pheffer Amato Attends Sandpiper 
Playground Re-Opening 

     Assemblywoman Stacey 
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway 
Beach), QBP Melinda Katz and 
NYS Senator Joseph Addabbo at-
tended the reopening of the Sand-
piper playground in Rockaway 
Beach, Queens. The playground 
is located on Shorefront Parkway 
between Beach 106th and Beach 
107th Streets along the board-
walk. “It has been a long road to 
recovery, so days like today are a 

true symbol of recovery,” Assem-
blywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato 
(D-Rockaway Beach) said. “The 
playground was cherished by so 
many prior to Sandy and now 
with this investment, will be 
enjoyed for years to come. Many 
thanks to the NYC Parks Depart-
ment for their continued efforts in 
beautifying the parks throughout 
the city, but especially here in 
Rockaway.”

110 Pct  Gala  Dinner Honoree

Pictured above is the Commander of Flanders Field 
VFW Post #150 Mike Liquori and his wife Dotty at 
Terrace On The Park after receiving the Person Of 
the Year Award at the 110 Precinct  Gala  Dinner

Norelli-Hargreaves Playground Reopens Boasting  
$2.7 Million in Improvements, With a Second Project on 

The Basketball Courts Already Underway
     NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP, today 
joined Queens Borough Presi-
dent Melinda Katz, City Council 
Member Adrienne Adams, Com-
munity Board 12 District Man-
ager Yvonne Reddick and local 
community members to cut the 
ribbon on a total reconstruction 
of Norelli-Hargreaves Playground 
in Jamaica, Queens, and break 
ground on the renovation of the 
site’s basketball courts and multi-
purpose play area. 
     “Today’s celebration at Norelli-
Hargreaves Playground is twice as 
nice!” said Commissioner Silver. 
“As we reopen the play area with 
new equipment, game tables, 
and spray showers, we also look 
forward to further enhancing this 
park with upgrades to the bas-
ketball courts and multi-purpose 
adult fitness area. Special thanks 
to Mayor de Blasio and Borough 
President Melinda Katz for their 
commitment to revitalizing this 
vital greenspace to benefit New 
Yorkers of all ages.”
     “The reconstruction of Norel-
li-Hargreaves Playground has 

brought the families of Jamaica a 
top-notch play space where kids 
can be physically active and have 
lots of fun,” said Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz. “It is so 
exciting to cut the ribbon on this 
playground on the same day we 
break ground on the renovation of 
the adjacent basketball courts and 
multi-purpose play area, which 
will bring even more first-class 
recreational space to this great 
neighborhood. Together these 
two projects will benefit Jamaica 

residents for many years to come.”
     “The transformation of Norelli-
Hargreaves Playground is an 
incredibly important improve-
ment for the residents of this 
community who use the space so 
frequently,” said Council Member 
Adrienne Adams. “This is a park 
that has traditionally accommo-
dated so many families, but was 
in desperate need of renovation. 

Assemblyman Mike Miller at the Greater Woodhaven  
Development Corp. Wonderful Woodhaven Street Festival

     “I always look forward to 
catching up with constituents at 
the Wonderful Woodhaven Street 
Festival,” said Assemblyman 
Miller.  “It is great to see people 
coming together, having fun and 
supporting local businesses.”
Assemblyman Miller, State Sena-
tor Joseph Addabbo, Jr. and their 
staff shared a table at the street 
fair, speaking with constituents, 
handing out information, and giv-
ing candy to the kids.

Pictured: Assemblyman 
Miller and NYS Senator Joseph 
Addabbo  are pictured with 
members of the Chapter 32 
Vietnam Veterans of America.

     Assemblyman David Weprin is-
sued the following statement on the 
death of Police Officer Linhong Li: 
     “It is with great sadness that I 
join the NYPD and Fresh Meadows 
community to mourn the death 
of local community member Po-
lice Officer Linhong Li. Officer 
Li bravely served our city at the 
24th precinct on the Upper West 
Side after graduating from the 
police academy. Prior to that, he 
served our country as a member 
of the U.S. Marine Corps in Iraq. 
Tragically, he is the 10th member 

Assemblyman David Weprin Statement on 
the Death of Police Officer Linhong Li

of the NYPD to take his own life 
this year. Our police officers face 
multiple stresses and traumas on 
the job each day while protecting 
us and I urge our officers to seek 
assistance when necessary and take 
advantage of the NYPD’s mental 
health services. 
     Officer Li will be remembered 
as a dedicated public servant and 
his passing is a great loss for the 
Borough of Queens and New York 
City. My heartfelt condolences go 
out to his wife and family at this 
difficult time.”
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WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

MTA Finally Releases Rockaway Beach Branch 
Reactivation Study

By Joseph M. Calisi 

     The MTA is looking at, despite 
a major price tag, the second life 
of the Rockaway Beach branch 
line that will benefit commuters, 
homeowners and New York City’s 
economy.
     The Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority has finally re-
leased the long awaited study to 
reactivate the former Long Island 
Rail Road’s Rockaway Beach 
branch (RBL) rail line that was 
abandoned in 1962 due to low 
ridership.
     Since that abandonment,  
a ‘transit desert’ was created in 
Queens, one of the 5 boroughs 
of New York City. Since then, 
limited transportation options has 
created bottlenecks on local roads  
and overburdening the IND sub-
way from the Rockaway peninsula 
and the BMT Jamaica elevated 
subway lines. The goal is to offer 
quicker and more reliable transit 
options to Manhattan which is 
where the majority of the city’s 
jobs are.
     A local rail advocacy group, 
The Coalition for QueensRail is on 
record as being pleased the long-
awaited Rockaway Beach Branch 
(RBB) study has finally been 
released. They say that once built, 
the plan known as QueensLink 
will be a tremendous public asset.
While disappointed it was with-
held from the public for over a 
year, they look forward to begin-
ning to discuss the details of the 
plan, which had been on hold until 
now. The resurrection has been 
discussed for decades.
     Rick Horan, Executive Director 
of the Coalition for QueensRail 
(QueensRail.org) said in a release 
that, “We were happy to see that 
the MTA study considered con-
nections from Howard Beach us-

ing both the LIRR and NYCT.  It 
was not surprising that estimated 
daily ridership on the subway was 
more than 4x that of the LIRR 
(47,000 vs 11,200).  So, this is 
the connection we will continue 
to support.” He added that, “The 
release of this study represents the 
first major step towards recon-
necting south Queens with the 
rest of the borough and City.  But 
QueensLink and other projects 
like it will never be realized with-
out transparent transit agencies, 
vision from elected officials, and 
a willingness to consider much 
more efficient ways of building 
them, at a fraction of what it 
would cost a government entity 
to build. The release of this study 
represents the first major step to-
wards reconnecting south Queens 
with the rest of the borough and 
City.  But QueensLink and other 
projects like it will never be real-
ized without transparent transit 
agencies, vision from elected 
officials, and a willingness to con-
sider much more efficient ways 
of building them, at a fraction of 
what it would cost a government 
entity to build.”
     The cost for the restoration of 

service has a large price tag - $6.7 
billion for LIRR commuter trains 
and $8.1 billion for a subway 
connection. The larger amount of 
money for the subway link is for 
tunneling to the Queens Boule-
vard IND line. This plan is actu-
ally a resurrection of the original 
80+ year old construction plan for 
the subway line which included a 
terminal that already exists at the 
74th Street-Roosevelt Avenue on 
the mezzanine level. The subway 
tunnel would begin at Whitepot 
Junction which is a short distance 
from where the LIRR originally 
connected the RBL to their main 
line in Elmhurst, Queens. A sub-
stantial economic benefit would 
result with this rail link which 
would also offer another connec-
tion to AirtrainJFK which is the 
shuttle line operated by the Port 
Authority of New York and New 
Jersey to JFK Airport.
     Despite the cost, developing 
the link’s restoration is being seri-
ously considered as it not only of-
fers more transportation options, 
it can reduce pollution by taking 
cars off the streets as people have 
been driving to subway stations 
using local roads.

St. Anastasia Knights of Columbus 
Council #5911 Installation of Officers

     St. Anastasia Knights of Co-
lumbus Council held our Instal-
lation of officers at the St. Anas-
tasia Parish center on September 
17th in Douglaston. Frederick 
R. Bedell Jr. the Grand Knight 
at the installation was presented 
the Columbian Award for his 
councils charitable activities to 
the church, Knights of Columbus 
and the community for which we 
run two annual blood drives for 

St. Anastasia Parish. In the photo 
above are, from left to right in the 
front, Rev. Anthony Rucando, 
Rev. Msgr.. Anthony Sherman, 
Rev. William McLauglin, Rev. 
Gregory McIlhenney. Back row 
: Raffaele Mastromarco Richard 
Turello, Frank Ruggieri, Jose 
Ruiz, Peter Varol, Frederick 
Bedell Jr., Francis Boccaella, 
Anthony Civitano. I hope you 
might publish this event.

110Pct Community Council meeting

Pictured above are members of 110Pct Community Council 
monthly meeting held at Flanders Field VFW Post #150 in 
Corona Heights where Police Officer Kevin Odonnell and Lt. 
Joseph A Leone received  awards for their outstanding  service 
to the department and the community. Photo by  Bob Grant
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COMPUTERIZED . . .   Fast Service
Electronic Filing - “Quick Refunds”

Orrino Capital Services, LLC 

Gino A. Orrino 
Principal License Representative

 

Multiple Markets with Competitive Rates

INCOME TAXES PREPARED

For appointment call (718) 606-0293
or (718) 606-0294

 or stop in.
Open: Monday-Friday: 9:00 am to 7:00 pm

Saturday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

 46-13 104th St.,Orrino Plaza
 Corona Heights, NY 11368

718-606-0293 or 718-606-0294 
Fax: 718-606-0295

All Forms of Insurance

(Oct. 18 to Oct. 24)

     With a world-famous Colom-
bian band, Salsa brunch, Ecuador-
ian film, and a Latin dance history, 
there are plenty of options to enjoy 
culture while listening to Spanish 
this weekend. ¡Qué bueno! Greek 
comedy and Indian music add to 
the multi-lingual fun along with 
performance art, ghost tours, and 
something called “installation-
activating” in English.
●    Oct. 18, Kinetta, Oct. 27. Ten 
screenings of the dark comedy 
about three interconnected people 
in a desolate Greek resort town. 
It’s Greek filmmaker Yorgos Lan-
thimos’s first feature to be released 
in the United States. Museum of 
the Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria’s Kaufman Arts 
District, http://bit.ly/2M84NPd.
●    Oct. 18, Three Nights of Dance, 
Oct. 20. Petra van Noort’s “Not 
Meant To Be” Solo (Twinless?)” 
and Maria Naidu’s “A toast, to 
absent friends” and “HOME” 
are on the first two nights at 8 
pm. The Fertile Ground program 
presents up-and-coming works 
on the final night at 7 pm. Green 
Space, 37-24 24th St., LIC, http://
bit.ly/2QZYP3R.Oct. 18, Open 
House New York Weekend, Oct. 
20. More than 300 NYC venues 
─ everything from historic houses 
to new buildings with state-of-
the-art design and technology ─ 
open their doors for tours, talks, 
and performances. This includes 
32 Queens sites stretching from 
Astoria to Bayside to Rockaway 
to Ridgewood. More info: http://
bit.ly/2MwbNo9.
●    Oct. 19, Grupo Niche, 8 
pm. This Grammy-nominated 
Colombian group presents the 
Salsa Experience with vigorous, 
uptempo music as well as slow-
paced romantic numbers. Hits in-
clude “Canoa Rancha,” and “Cali 
Pachanguero.” Kupferberg Center 
for the Arts, 153-49 Reeves Ave., 
Flushing, http://bit.ly/2peRraK.
●    Oct. 19, Queens Interfaith 
Walk, 1 pm. Sponsored by the 
Flushing Interfaith Council, the 
route goes past several houses of 
worship, where congregants en-
gage visitors in the tenets of their 
faiths. Start at St. George’s Epis-
copal Church, 135-32 38th Ave., 
Flushing, http://bit.ly/2Vq3mPk.
●    Oct. 19, Fifth Ecuadorian Film 
Festival in New York, Oct. 20. 
Watch the documentary “Hasta 
el fin de Delfín” on Oct. 19 at 
noon. The documentary “Hua-
hua” is on Oct. 20 at 1 pm with 

“Estación Polar” at 3 pm. Queens 
Museum, NYC Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, http://bit.
ly/323Qz7z.
●    Oct. 19, Jazzmobile@55 pres-
ents Taylor Made, 7 pm. NEA 
Jazz Master Jimmy Owens and 
emerging artists take to the stage 
for a hard-swinging concert cel-
ebrating Dr. Billy Taylor and his 
legacy, Jazzmobile, as it celebrates 
55 years of presenting, preserving, 
and promoting a purely Ameri-
can genre. Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., http://bit.
ly/2opXARI.
●    Oct. 19, Socrates Gets Flux’d, 
noon. Local art collective Flux 
Factory takes over Socrates Sculp-
ture Park for an afternoon of 
performance, engagement, and 
installation-activating. Residents 
and artists from Flux’s current 
show, “Must They Also Be Gods,” 
demonstrate collaboration, ex-
perimentation, and play. Socrates, 
32-01 Vernon Blvd., LIC, http://
bit.ly/2paQ118.
●    Oct. 19, Frights and Phantoms 
of Flushing, 7:30 pm. Boroughs of 
the Dead offers a tour that explores 
Flushing and its abundant ghoul-
ish and ghostly stories. Remaining 
walks on Oct. 26 at 3 pm and 7:30 
pm. Meet outside Flushing Quaker 
Meeting House, 137-16 Northern 
Blvd., http://bit.ly/2n9RHY6.
●    Oct. 20, Carole’s Kings, 2 pm. 
An all-male Carole King tribute! 
With lush orchestrations, witty 
banter, and three talented singers, 
this dynamic act performs hits like 
“I Feel the Earth Move” and “Will 
You Still Love Me Tomorrow.” St. 
John’s University’s Marillac Hall, 
80-00 Utopia Pkwy., Jamaica, 
http://bit.ly/2VxzW1w.
●    Oct. 20, Salsa Brunch, noon. 
A four-hour party with food, 
drinks, and dancing to Latin mu-
sic. Juquila Kitchen & Bar, 39-05 
29th St., LIC, http://bit.ly/2nj0sib.
●    Oct. 20, Vibez, 1 pm and 3 pm. 
SOLE Defined takes the audience 
on an interactive journey through 
music and dance. DJ RBI spins 
Hip Hop and dancers perform 
mind-blowing Tap Dancing and 
high energy Stepping. Queens 
Theatre, 14 United Nations Ave. 
S., Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, https://sforce.co/2B1wi6K.
●    Oct. 20, Music in the Garden: 
Ustad Shafaat Khan, 4 pm. This 
sitar and tabla master presents a 
blend of Indian classical and folk 
music with flamenco, jazz, rock, 
and western percussion. Queens 

Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing, http://bit.ly/316ibHO.
●    Oct. 20, La Contradanza, 6 pm. 
This musical explores the history 
of Latin American dances, tracing 
their roots as far back as French 
Baroque. Church of the Redeemer, 
30-14 Crescent St., Astoria, http://
bit.ly/2pbvMAw.
●    Oct. 20, Savvy Bird Walk, 
9:30 am. Take a free nature walk 
with experts from NYC Audubon. 
Queens Botanical Garden, 43-
50 Main St., Flushing, http://bit.
ly/2Mb2Phf.
●    Oct. 24, Tantrum Survival 
Guide, 6:30 pm. Child psycholo-
gist Rebecca Schrag Hershberg 
discusses her new book “The 
Tantrum Survival Guide.” Com-
monpoint Queens, 67-09 108th St., 
Forest Hills, http://bit.ly/32bvSGI.
●    Oct. 24, It Can Happen Here, 8 
pm. Judith Sloan presents this live 
event on the behind-the-scenes 
process of creating a play. It deals 
with dialogue between women 
about race, class, and gender and 
includes songs, a panel discussion, 
and talkback. Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., http://bit.
ly/2phc0TW.
●    Last Chance
●    In My Room, until Oct. 20. 
The latest film by rising German 
director Ulrich Köhler. In German 
with English subtitles, the plot 
follows a man who is beset by a 
recent death. One morning, he 
awakes to discover that seemingly 
all of humanity has disappeared. 
Museum of the Moving Image, 36-
01 35th Ave., Astoria’s Kaufman 
Arts District, http://bit.ly/2IwriLx.
●    New York International Chil-
dren’s Film Festival, until Oct. 20. 
Short films that premiered as part 
of “Sesame Street” with special 
guests. Two more dates at noon 
on Oct. 19 and 20. Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District, 
http://bit.ly/2nrdBGv.
●    Ghost Stories, until Oct. 20. 
Some of the greatest ghost mov-
ies of all time on a huge screen. 
Remaining lineup includes “Pol-
tergeist,” “Kwaidan,” and “In-
sidious.” Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District, http://bit.
ly/2lRcZZC.
     The “It’s In Queens” column is 
produced by the Queens Tourism 
Council with the hope that readers 
will enjoy the borough’s wonder-
ful attractions. More info at www.
itsinqueens.com.

     From the mid-1600s to the mid-
1800s, ferries traveled westward 
on Newtown Creek, bringing 
farmers’ goods to marketplaces in 
Manhattan. The creek’s freshwa-
ter teemed with fish and shellfish, 
and it mingled with the seawater 
of the East River estuary. Today 
Newtown Creek is an overlooked 
waterway, primarily known for 
its industrial pollution and as the 
boundary between Queens and 
Brooklyn.

     Mitch Waxman has explored 
and photographed the architec-
ture and landscape of the New-
town Creek area and serves as 
historian of the Newtown Creek 
Alliance. Waxman will share 
photographs of In the Shadows 
at Newtown Creek, his recently 
published book. He will describe 
the rich history, industrial use and 
environmental challenges in the 
area, at a lecture presented by 
the Roosevelt Island Historical 

Society at the New York Public 
Library Branch on Roosevelt 
Island, on Thursday, November 
14, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.
     The event is FREE and open 
to the public. It is the first in the 
Society’s annual series of fall 
lectures, which is supported by 
funds provided by Amalgamated 
Bank, Roosevelt Island Operating 
Corporation’s Public Purpose 

In the Shadows at Newtown Creek Lecture on Roosevelt Island

(Continued on page 9)
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     People of all faiths will gather 
to walk together in the most re-
ligiously diverse neighborhood 
in America during the Annual 
Queens Interfaith Unity Walk on 
Saturday, October 19, 1-4pm, to 
visit the many different houses 
of worship in Queens and learn 
about the faith of their neighbors. 
The Unity Walk will start 1:00pm 
at historic Saint George’s Church, 
located at Main Street and 38th 
Avenue in Flushing, Queens.
     “The relevance and importance 
of our Unity Walk stems from the 
rising number of hate crimes in 
our society. In a divided world of 
‘us’ vs. ‘them,’ the very notion 
of ‘other’ needs to be shattered 
if we are to prevent future acts of 
bigotry,” stated Harpreet Singh 
Wahan of the Sikh Center of New 
York. “Our Unity Walk recognizes 
all humanity as one – ‘Let there 
be no strangers’ – through respect 
and mutual coexistence, we can 
ensure a better and safer world 
for all of us.”

New Yorkers to Celebrate Diversity With  
Interfaith Unity Walk

     The Queens Interfaith Unity 
Walk arose in response to post-
9/11 challenges and developed 
from a model in Brooklyn called 
“Children of Abraham Peace 
Walk,” which has been bringing 
churches, mosques, and syna-
gogues together for more than a 
decade.  The Queens event in-
cludes non-Abrahamic religious 
groups as well as a number of 
faiths ref lecting the incredibly 
diverse cultures of Flushing. 
     “Though I look forward to this 
event every year, it is not only a 
‘feel good’ event. Queens is highly 
diverse and has experienced some 
tensions and violence targeting 
that diversity,” stated Adem Car-
roll of the Muslim Progressive 
Traditionalist Alliance. “We all 
need to show our solidarity and 
I hope the people of Queens will 
come and walk the Walk with us.”
     In addition to St. George’s 
Church, participants will visit the 
Sikh Center of New York at 38-17 
Parsons Boulevard, the Muslim 

Center of New York at 13764 Ge-
ranium Ave, and Temple Gates of 
Prayer at 3820 Parsons Blvd. The 
Unity Walk will conclude at the 
Hindu Temple Society of North 
America at 45-57 Bowne Street 
with light refreshments.  At each 
stop, members of the respective 
faith will highlight important 
religious beliefs and traditions.  
     The Queens Interfaith Unity 
Walk is sponsored by the Flushing 
Interfaith Council, which includes 
the Flushing Meeting of the Re-
ligious Society of Friends, the 
Bahá’í Community of Queens, the 
Free Synagogue of Flushing, the 
Hindu Temple Society of North 
America, the Muslim Progres-
sive Traditionalist Alliance, Pax 
Christi Queens, the Sikh Center 
of New York, the Eckankar Com-
munity of Queens, and the Uni-
tarian Universalist Congregation 
of Queens. For more information 
about the Flushing Interfaith 
Council, please visit flushingin-
terfaithcouncil.wordpress.com.

The Church-in-The-Gardens  
Open House Saturday, October 19th 

From 10am - 2pm as Part of  
Open House New York Weekend 2019

     What is Open House New 
York Weekend? Every October, 
Open House New York Weekend 
unlocks the doors of New York’s 
most important buildings, offer-
ing an extraordinary opportunity 
to experience the city and meet 
the people who design, build, and 
preserve New York. From histori-
cal to contemporary, residential 
to industrial, hundreds of sites 
across the five boroughs are open 
to visit, with tours, talks, perfor-
mances, and other special events 
taking place over the course of 
OHNY Weekend. Through the 
unparalleled access that it enables, 
OHNY Weekend deepens our 
understanding of the importance 
of architecture and urban design 
to foster a more vibrant civic life, 
and helps catalyze a citywide 
conversation about how to build a 
better New York.
     The Church-in-the-Gardens 
will have open access hours on 
Saturday, October 19, 2019, from 
10 am until 2 pm. Small group 
tours (30-minutes on the hour, 
first-come, first serve) will in-
clude a sneak peek of the hidden 
organ and reveal the church’s his-
tory with Helen Keller, Branch 
Rickey (Brooklyn Dodgers) and 
Dale Carnegie.
     Listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places, The Church-
in-the-Gardens was designed by 
Grosvenor Atterbury, renowned 
for collaborating with Frederick 

Law Olmsted, Jr. to plan Forest 
Hills Gardens.
     Atterbury and John Almay 
Tompkins designed the church 
building, dominated by Gothic 
and Norman inf luences, with 
touches of the Romanesque. He 
also helped hand-select the na-
tive fieldstone that constitute the 
exterior and interior walls. All 
metal work inside the church was 
designed and forged in an on-site 
workshop set up during construc-
tion. The church construction 
began on August 23, 1914 and was 
completed on October 10, 1915. 
Select blueprints and sketches will 
only be on display during OHNY 
Weekend.
     Today, The Church-in-the-
Gardens remains a community 
congregational Christian church 
with a diverse membership open 
to all.
     Come take a look and sit in 
the pews -- experience the peace 
and beauty of The Church-in-the-
Gardens. If you are unable to come 
during the Saturday Open House 
New York Weekend hours, you 
are welcome to visit The Church-
in-the-Gardens for service on 
Sundays at 9 am (contemporary 
service) or 11 am (traditional 
service).
     For further information about 
the church, please visit www.the-
citg.org . For additional informa-
tion about Open House New York, 
please visit www.ohny.org .

I could not be more thrilled to 
provide funding that has helped 
investment in this space. The 
improvements of this playground 
will have an enormously positive 
impact on our community as a 
whole.”
     With nearly $3 million in 
upgrades, the new and improved 
Norelli-Hargreaves Playground 
now features brand new play 
equipment, spray showers, game 
tables, and completely redesigned 
play areas to provide more rec-
reational space for park goers. 
In addition to upgraded active 
amenities, there are opportunities 
for passive recreation with new 
seating areas and benches. Plant-

ing beds have also been installed 
to provide seasonal visual interest, 
color and texture. This project 
was funded by a $2.7 million 
allocation with $2 million from 
Borough President Melinda Katz 
and $746,000 from Mayor Bill de 
Blasio.
     NYC Parks also began con-
struction in August on the bas-
ketball courts and multi-purpose 
play area at Norelli-Hargreaves 
Playground to upgrade four half-
court basketball courts; adult fit-
ness circuits; a new walking path; 
new seating areas; and drinking 
fountains. Site drainage and light-
ing are also being improved. The 
basketball court reconstruction 
was funded by Borough President 
Katz for $2.5 million.

Norelli-Hargreaves Playground  
Reopens Boasting  . . .

Fund and New York City Coun-
cil Member Ben Kallos, with 
funding from the New York City 
Department of Youth and Com-
munity Development.
DIRECTIONS: Take the Tram at 
59th Street and Second Avenue 
or the F train to Roosevelt Island. 

Take the red bus (no charge) or 
walk eight minutes north to 524 
Main Street.
     The Roosevelt Island His-
torical Society promotes aware-
ness of the Island’s unique story 
and pursues preservation of its  
landmarks and artifacts. For more 
information, please visit www.
rihs.us.

In the Shadows at Newtown Creek 
Lecture on Roosevelt Island

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today fought back 
in opposition to a Trump Admin-
istration rule that illegally limits 
immigrants’ access to the asylum 
process. Under the rule, individu-
als entering the United States at 
the southern border — except in 
limited circumstances — would no 
longer be able to seek asylum un-
less they apply for and are denied 
protection in at least one country 
they transited through prior to 
their arrival at the U.S. border. 
In an amicus brief filed today in 
support of a lawsuit brought by the 
American Civil Liberties Union — 
East Bay Sanctuary Covenant v. 
Barr — Attorney General James 
and 22 additional attorneys gen-
eral from around the nation urged 
the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit to uphold a district 
court ruling imposing a prelimi-
nary injunction on the rule. 
     “America has always stood as 
a beacon of hope for those seek-
ing refuge from war and terror at 
home, and, under our watch, we 
will fight to ensure that we stay 
true to who we are as a nation,” 
said Attorney General James. 
“While children and families flee 
persecution, the Trump Adminis-
tration continues to use them as 
pawns in their game of political 
chess. The message embodied 
by the Statue of Liberty is clear: 

Attorney General James Takes Legal Action to 
Protect Asylum Seekers

‘from her beacon-hand glows 
world-wide welcome.’ This coun-
try is open to all, not just those the 
president and his Administration 
deem acceptable.” 
     Following up on a comment let-
ter submitted in August opposing 
the rule, the coalition of attorneys 
general argue in the brief that the 
rule would significantly depart 
from core values enshrined in 
federal law and that it would spe-
cifically harm asylum-seekers. 
The states in the coalition wel-
come and benefit from asylum 
seekers, and, in promulgating the 
rule, the Trump Administration 
failed to provide adequate notice 
in violation of the Administrative 
Procedure Act. 
     The rule would force asylum-
seekers to go through what could 
amount to a fruitless asylum 
process in a potentially danger-
ous third country, just to have a 
chance of being eligible for asylum 
in the United States. This not only 
would unnecessarily subject asy-
lum-seekers to peril and trauma 
throughout the process, but could 
also encourage immigrants to at-
tempt risky journeys to enter the 
United States undetected in an ef-
fort to flee persecution. Moreover, 
the rule would have a particularly 
negative effect on unaccompanied 
children, LGBTQ+ applicants, 
and female asylum-seekers — for 

whom applying for asylum in a 
third country is extremely peril-
ous.  
     For instance, two-thirds of LG-
BTQ+ Central American asylum-
seekers reportedly suffered sexual 
violence while transiting through 
Mexico. And, in Guatemala, chil-
dren are frequently targeted for 
recruitment by criminal gangs. 
In addition, the rule would cause 
state agencies and non-profits to 
divert resources to address the 
added trauma asylum-seekers will 
suffer because of precarious con-
ditions in third countries, while 
forcing states to lose out on the 
economic contributions of those 
who might otherwise have been 
welcomed into the United States.   
     Joining Attorney General James 
in filing the amicus brief are the 
attorneys general of California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, 
Hawaii, Illinois, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Michigan, Min-
nesota, Nevada, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, Oregon, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Ver-
mont, Virginia, Washington, and 
the District Of Columbia.
     In a September decision, the 
U.S. Supreme Court stayed a na-
tionwide preliminary injunction 
pending subsequent proceedings 
that are currently before the U.S. 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit.

Laws Supporting Victims of Domestic Violence in Effect
Assemblyman Miller: New laws 
helping domestic violence sur-
vivors seek justice are in effect 
this month

     “Victims of domestic violence 
endure physical and emotional 
trauma that most can’t even imag-
ine. It’s crucial that we make New 
York State a place where they feel 
safe enough to break away from 
their abusers and seek justice. Two 
important laws go into effect this 
month – fittingly during Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month – that 
protect survivors and help them 
regain their lives and begin the 

healing process.
     “Unfortunately, incidents of 
domestic violence often go unre-
ported. To combat this dangerous 
trend, I helped pass a law, now in 
effect, allowing victims of domes-
tic violence to report an incident to 
any local law enforcement agency 
in the state regardless of where it 
took place (Ch. 152 of 2019). Pre-
viously, victims were often forced 
to return to the jurisdiction where 
the incident occurred in order to 
make a report, putting them at 
further risk.
     “Additionally, another law 
going into effect later this month 

allows survivors to receive all 
damages for economic and non-
economic losses from any defen-
dant found liable in civil court 
(Ch. 180 of 2019). This will help 
more survivors hold their abusers 
accountable and ensure they get 
the justice they deserve. 
     “The Assembly Majority has 
made it a top priority to protect 
and empower victims of domestic 
violence. Last year, the Domestic 
Violence Escalation Prevention 
Act became law, which prohib-
its an individual who has been 
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Tech Start-up Busted by AG James For Swindling 
Investors Out of Tens of Millions of Dollars

     New York Attorney 
General Letitia James to-
day announced she has 
secured default judgments 
in a securities fraud lawsuit 
against a host of entities and 
individuals associated with 
Cardis Enterprises Interna-
tional, Inc. for defrauding 
investors out of at least $30 
million.
     “Individuals who sell 
false promises and commit 
fraud will be held responsi-
ble for their misdeeds,” said 
Attorney General Letitia 
James. “We will continue 
to seek justice for small 
business proprietors who 
fall victim to the greed of 
those intent on breaking the 
law. New Yorkers can rest 
assured that my office will 
always fight to hold com-
panies that aim to defraud 
investors and tarnish the 
name of honest businesses 
accountable for their lies 
and deceitful actions.”
     Cardis, a now defunct 
Long Island-based tech-
nology startup, claimed to 
possess patented and propri-
etary technology that would 
make low-value credit card 
transactions less expensive 
for merchants. Historically, 
low-value credit card trans-
actions have posed a prob-
lem for merchants because 
they include a fixed fee — 
regardless of the size of the 
transaction — which has 
had the effect of severely 
depressing margins. But 
Cardis raised tens of mil-
lions of dollars from inves-
tors in stock sales and loans 
through a steady drumbeat 
of false representations, 
including: 1) that it was on 
the verge of monetizing its 
technology through part-
nerships with prominent 
companies and 2) an initial 
public offering (IPO) or 
buyout of Cardis was on the 
horizon.  
     In fact, many of Cardis’ 
purported partnerships did 
not advance beyond pre-
liminary discussions, and 
there was never an IPO or 
buyout ever actually on the 

horizon. Cardis even failed 
to maintain basic books 
and records, making the 
notion of an IPO or buyout 
impossible.
     In December 2018, 
the New York Attorney 
General’s Office filed suit 
against Cardis and com-
pany personnel Aaron Fis-
chman, Stephen Brown, 
Steven Hoffman, and Seth 
Rosenblatt for participating 
in the fraudulent market-
ing of Cardis to investors. 
The complaint further al-
leged that, while Cardis was 
raising significant inves-
tor funds, Fischman was 
fraudulently diverting much 
of the proceeds to enrich 
himself, family members, 
and his favored charities. 
Additionally, the complaint 
alleged that Lawrence Katz 
— Cardis’ in-house attor-
ney — aided in Fischman’s 
theft and diversion of inves-
tor funds from the compa-
ny’s principal bank account, 
which was an Interest on 
Lawyer Account (IOLA) in 
the name of his law firm.
     Last week, Attorney Gen-
eral James secured default 
judgments against Cardis 
and a number of Cardis-
related entities, includ-
ing Choshen Israel LLC, 
a company controlled by 
Fischman. Attorney Gen-
eral James also secured 
default judgments against a 
number of Fischman’s rela-
tives, including Nina Fis-
chman, Rafaela Fischman, 
Alexander Fischman, Anne 
Shimanovich, and Ethel 
Weissman — all of whom 
were personally enriched 
through Fischman’s fraud.
     Prior to filing the law-
suit, the New York Attorney 
General’s Office entered 
into an assurance of discon-
tinuance with Cardis’ then-
current Chief Executive Of-
ficer Jonathan Nierenberg. 
Under the assurance of 
discontinuance, Nierenberg 
agreed to cease working 
for Cardis (or any affiliated 
entity) and to refrain from 
participating in any busi-

ness activities related to 
Cardis, except for the wind-
ing down of the company. 
As part of his settlement 
with the New York Attorney 
General’s Office, Nieren-
berg incurred a monetary 
penalty of $100,000 and was 
barred from participating in 
the securities industry for 
five years.  
     The case remains ongo-
ing with several motions 
pending, including a mo-
tion for leave to amend the 
complaint to re-plead claims 
against Brown (who was 
previously dismissed from 
the case) and the remaining 
defendants.  
     The investigation of 
Cardis was prompted by 
investor complaints to the 
Investor Protection Bureau 
in the Office of the New 
York Attorney General. 
Those with information 
about possible investment 
fraud are encouraged to 
submit a complaint online. 
Additionally, for those who 
wish to report fraudulent 
conduct without compro-
mising their identity, the 
Office of the New York 
Attorney General launched 
a secure whistleblowing 
system — the N.Y.A.G. 
Whistleblower Portal — 
that allows for the simple 
and secure transmission of 
information and two-way 
anonymous communica-
tion.
     The lawsuit is being han-
dled by Senior Enforcement 
Counsel Mary Kay Dun-
ning and Assistant Attor-
neys General Verle Johnson 
and Jeffrey A. Novack, with 
assistance from Associate 
Accountant Margaret Kurta 
and Legal Assistants Renata 
Bodner and Pascual Noble 
— all of the Investor Protec-
tion Bureau — under the su-
pervision of Acting Bureau 
Chief Kevin Wallace. The 
Investor Protection Bureau 
is a bureau of the Economic 
Justice Division, which is 
overseen by Chief Deputy 
Attorney General Christo-
pher D’Angelo.

USDA Announces The Eradication Of The Asian 
Longhorned Beetle In All Five Boroughs

     NYC Parks First Dep-
uty Commissioner Liam 
Kavanagh, today joined 
New York State Depart-
ment of Agriculture and 
Markets Field Operations 
Manager Joan Mahoney; 
USDA Animal and Plant 
Health Inspection Service’s 
Executive Director of Plant 
Protection & Quarantine 
Samantha Simon; New 
York State Department of 
Agriculture and Markets 
Director of Plant Industry 
Christopher Logue; and 
New York State Department 
of Environmental Conser-
vation Director Steve Zahn 
to announce the eradication 
of the Asian Longhorned 
Beetle (ALB), an insect 
classif ied by the USDA 
as an invasive species and 
an imminent threat to the 
United States and New York 
City’s forest ecosystem in 
all five boroughs. The an-

nouncement also marked 
the end of a six year quaran-
tine in Northern Brooklyn 
and Queens. 
     “Today is a great day 
for our urban forest as we 
announce the eradication 
of the Asian Longhorned 
Beetle,” said Commissioner 
Kavanagh. “The ALB was 
one of the greatest insect 
threats our city has ever 
faced, and I would like to 
give thanks to all of our staff 
and partners for their hard 
work dedicated to removing 
this invasive species.”
     Efforts to eradicate the 
invasive species in New 
York City began in the late 
1990’s, with Manhattan 
and Staten Island being 
declared beetle free in 2013. 
A quarantine was enacted 
in Northern Brooklyn and 
Queens in 2013 to avoid 
transporting wood from 
infested areas to non-in-

fested areas. Parks played 
a key role in scheduling 
wood debris pick-ups from 
homeowners in infested 
boroughs, and worked with 
partners to monitor trees 
on public property. The last 
confirmed sighting of the 
ALB in the city occurred 
in 2010.  
     Asian Longhorned Bee-
tles are wood-boring in-
sects that attack a variety of 
hardwood species including 
maples, elms, poplars and 
willows. Upon hatching, 
ALB larvae tunnel through 
the heartwood of a tree un-
til fully grown, when they 
burrow out of the trunk as 
an adult beetle, killing the 
tree in the process. Native 
to East Asia, this invasive 
species has the potential to 
cause millions of dollars 
of damage to commercial 
forests and devastate forest 
habitats. 

convicted of a domestic 
violence crime from pur-
chasing or possessing a 
firearm (Ch. 60 of 2018). 
By keeping guns out of the 
hands of abusers, we can 
better protect survivors and 

Laws Supporting Victims of Domestic  
Violence in Effect

combat gun violence. I also 
helped pass the Domestic 
Violence Survivors Justice 
Act to give judges greater 
discretion when sentencing 
defendants who are victims 
of domestic violence when 
their abuse was a significant 
contributing factor in their 

offense (Ch. 31 of 2019).  
     “No one should have 
to live in fear in their own 
home. These laws show 
victims that they’re not 
alone and will help more 
victims escape their abuse 
and begin a brighter chapter 
of their lives.”

Emblem Health to Give Out Lunchboxes at Maple 
Playground to Promote Last Month of Greenmarket
Free Giveaways, Cooking 
Demonstrations & Local 
Farmers Every Wednesday 
to November 27

     Emblem Health and the 
Greater Flushing Chamber 
of Commerce will give out 
free lunchboxes on Wednes-
day, October 16, 2:30pm, at 
Maple Playground Green-
market, located at Kissena 
Boulevard and Maple Av-
enue in downtown Flushing, 
Queens. The free giveaway 
will promote the last month 
of the Maple Playground 
Greenmarket for this year’s 
season, which ends on No-
vember 27, 2019. 
     “We’re happy to col-
laborate with our member 
Emblem Health to promote 
another amazing month of 
health education and local 
food at our Greenmarket,” 
said John Choe, execu-
tive director of the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Com-
merce. “In addition to fresh 
fruits and vegetables from 
local farms, our Green-
market feature free cooking 
demonstrations and nutri-
tion workshops for the local 
community.” 
     The Flushing Green-
market was launched at 

Maple Playground in the 
summer of 2016 with the 
support of the Chamber and 
is operated by GrowNYC, a 
nonprofit organization that 
seeks to improve New York 
City’s quality of life through 
environmental programs 
that transform communities 
block by block and empower 
all New Yorkers to secure a 
clean and healthy environ-
ment for future generations.
     The Greenmarket is open 
every Wednesday until No-
vember 27 from 8:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. Located at Maple 
Playground, the Greenmar-
ket provides neighborhood 
residents access to farm 
fresh food from R & G 
Produce Vegetables in New 
York’s Orange County. The 
Department of Health ‘s 
Stellar Farmers’ Markets 
Program conducts weekly 
bilingual nutrition educa-
tion workshops and cooking 
demonstrations at this mar-
ket. Every participant over 
18 years of age will receive 
a $2 Health Buck coupon for 
attending the workshop to 
use towards the purchase of 
fruits and vegetables.
     The Greenmarket accepts 
WIC and FMNP checks as 
well as SNAP payments. 

Health Bucks are also avail-
able. For every $5 spent in 
EBT, customers receive a 
$2 Health Buck coupon to 
purchase additional fruits 
and vegetables.
     Visit the Flushing Green-
market webpage for up-
to-date information on at-
market activities throughout 
the season.
     About the Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce 
- The Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce fos-
ters the economic growth, 
inclusive diversity, and 
shared prosperity of our 
community through advo-
cacy, networking, and edu-
cation. As a multicultural 
membership association, 
the Chamber is the collec-
tive voice that represents 
and advocates for the needs 
of our diverse business and 
civic community. We envi-
sion a community that is a 
beacon for economic oppor-
tunity, mutual respect, and 
solidarity. As we overcome 
challenges and reach for 
our dreams, we transform 
ourselves and redefine what 
it means to be an American.  
For more information, visit 
us at www.flushingcham-
ber.nyc. 

     In response to the news 
of the tragic passing of an 
off-duty NYPD Sergeant, 
Linghong Li, Assembly-
woman Nily Rozic (D,WF-
Fresh Meadows) issued the 
following statement:
     “Today I join the Queens 
c om mu n i t y  a nd  Ne w 
Yorkers across the city in 
mourning the tragic loss 
of Sergeant Li. Let us keep 
his family in our thoughts 
throughout this difficult 
time and remember the 
other nine NYPD officers 

who passed this year due 
to suicide.
     Sergeant Li’s untimely 
passing is a deeply unfor-
tunate call to action that we 
can no longer overlook the 
mental health needs of offi-
cers who report for duty ev-
ery day to protect and serve 
our city and state. Moving 
forward, it is critical that we 
respond to the rising num-
ber of suicides with greater 
awareness and understand-
ing of the changes that must 
be implemented to ensure 

mental health services are 
routinely utilized among 
law enforcement.”
     Sergeant Li lived in Fresh 
Meadows and served in the 
24th Precinct in Manhattan. 
The NYPD is reminding of-
fers struggling with suicidal 
thoughts to reach out for 
help. More information on 
services offered within the 
Department, by the City 
of New York, and partner 
organizations can be found 
by visiting http://nypdnews.
com/blue741741/.

Rozic Statement on the Passing of NYPD 
Sergeant Linhong Li
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OAA LLC filed w/ SSNY on 
8/7/19. Office: Queens Co. 
SSNY designated as agent for 
process & shall mail to: 129-
09 26th Ave., Flushing, NY 
11354. Purpose: any lawful.  
9/12,19,26,10/3,10&17/2019

BS 38 Realty LLC f iled w/ 
SSNY on 4 /5 /19.  O f f ice: 
Queens Co. SSNY designated 
as agent for process & shall 
ma i l  to:  c /o  Huang Law 
Group, P.C., 38 -08 Union 
S t ,  # 9 B ,  F l u s h i n g ,  N Y 
11354. Purpose: any lawful  
9/12,19,26, 10/3,10&17/2019

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
ThompsonWest Realty LLC.  
A r t ic les  of  Organ izat ion 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York SSNY on 
08/2/2019. Of f ice located 
in Queens County.  SSNY 
designated as service for 
process.  SSNY shall mail 
process to:  ThompsonWest 
Realty LLC 131-55 224th 
Street Laurelton, NY 11413. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
9/12,19,26,10/3,10&17/2019

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STAT E  O F  N E W  YO R K 
COUNTY OF QUEENS
DEUTSCHE BANK TRUST 
C O M PA N Y  A M E R I C A S 
A S  T R U S T E E  F O R 
RESIDENTIAL ACCREDIT 
LOANS, INC PASS THROUGH 
CERTIFICATES 2007-QH4,
V.
EVELYN VEGA PEREZ, ET 
AL.
NOTICE OF SALE
   NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
pursuant to a Final Judgment 
of Foreclosure dated June 27, 
2019, and entered in the Office 
of the Clerk of the County of 
Queens, wherein DEUTSCHE 
BANK TRUST COMPANY 
AMERICAS AS TRUSTEE 
F O R  R E S I D E N T I A L 
ACCREDIT LOANS, INC PASS 
THROUGH CERTIFICATES 
2007-QH4 is the Plaintiff and 
EVELYN VEGA PEREZ, ET 
AL. are the Defendant(s).  I, the 
undersigned Referee will sell at 
public auction at the QUEENS 
COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
8 8 -11  S U T P H I N  B LV D. 
C O U R T R O O M  # 2 5 , 
JAMAICA, NY 11435, on 
October 25, 2019 at 10:30 
AM, premises known as 
94 -25 110TH ST, SOUTH 
RICHMOND HILL, NY 11419: 
Block 9396, Lot 44:  
   ALL THAT CERTAIN PLOT, 
PIECE O R PA RCEL O F 
LAND, SITUATE, LYING AND 
BEING IN THE COUNTY OF 
QUEENS, CITY AND STATE 
OF N.Y.
   Premises will be sold subject 
to provisions of filed Judgment 
I n d e x  #  7 0 0 0 8 8 / 2 0 15 . 
LUCILLE DIGIROLOMO, Esq. 
- Referee. RAS Boriskin, LLC 
900 Merchants Concourse, 
Suite 310, Westbury, New York 
11590, Attorneys for Plaintiff. 
9/26,10/3,10&17/2019

Rima and Sayeed LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/3/2019. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 207-07 
Hillside Ave., Queens Village, 
NY 11427. General Purpose. 
9/19,26,10/3,10,17&24/2019

5 8 - 3 4  F R E S H  P O N D 
ROAD LLC. Ar ts. of Org. 
f i l ed  w i t h  t he  SS N Y on 
07/03/19. Of f ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  i t 
may be served. SSNY shall 
ma i l  copy  o f  p rocess  to 
the LLC,  19 Tudor  Rose 
Terrace, Mahwah, NJ 07430. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
PHYLISHANYC, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. f iled with Secy. of 
S ta te  o f  NY (SSNY )  on 
03/04/2019. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o The LLC, 
153-01 Jamaica Avenue, Apt. 
238, Jamaica, NY 11432. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

N o t i c e  o f  F o r m a t i o n : 
ALTHEAMED PARTNERS, 
LLC, Art. Of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/09/2019. Office Loc.: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 136-68 
ROOSEVELT AVENUE SUITE 
603 FLUSHING, NY 11354 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

Notice of Formation of BIG 
FELLA SWAGG LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY. Arts. 
of Org. f iled with Secy. of 
S ta te  o f  NY (SSNY )  on 
06/13/2019. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mai l  process to: c /o The 
LLC, 163-27 130th Avenue, 
11B, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
BYGENY LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 09/04/2019. 
O f f i ce  loc at ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: c /o The LLC, 
190 Beach 69th Street, Apt. 
7G,  A r verne,  NY 11692. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

Notice of Formation of HALAL 
RESTAURANT VENTURES 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/16/19. Office location: 
Queens County.  Princ. office 
of LLC: 10 -02 34th Ave., 
Astor ia, NY 11106. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC at 
the addr. of its princ. office. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
10/10,17,24,31,11/7&14/2019

Notice of formation of PINK 
AMONG MEN LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 02/28/2019. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail 
copy of process against LLC 
to: 35-48 34th Street, #2D, 
Long Island City, NY 11106. 
Purpose: any law ful  act . 
10/10,17,24,31,11/7&14/2019

Notice of formation Sign of 
Strength, LLC. Ar ticles of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 10/02/19. Office 
located in Queens. SSNY has 
been designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC 56-11 94th 
St 1-K Elmhurst NY, 11373. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
10/10,17,24,31,11/7&14/2019

Notice of formation of 6828 
DARTMOUTH STREET LLC. 
Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/06/2019. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served 
and shall mail copy of process 
against LLC to: 70-35 Juno 
Street, Forest Hills, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any law ful  act . 
10/10,17,24,31,11/7&14/2019

Notice of Formation of Liberty 
Psychological Services, PLLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/11/19.  
Office location: Queens County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: c/o Ingmar 
Gorman, M.D., 71-17 Woodside 
Ave. Apt# 3C, Flushing, NY  
11377.  Purpose: to practice 
the profession of psychology 
and any lawful act ivit ies. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

56 Malone Ave LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 8/13/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to John 
Petschauer, 185 Woodward 
A v e . ,  R i d g e w o o d ,  N Y 
11385. General Purpose. 
9/12,19,26,10/3,10&17/2019

Notice of formation of 73-07 
169TH STREET, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 9/18/19. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail 
copy of process against LLC 
to: 40 Cuttermill Rd., Ste. 
504, Great Neck, NY 11021. 
Purpose: any law ful  ac t . 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

Agios Realty LLC, Ar ts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 8/30/2019. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against may 
be served & shall mail process 
to 31-30 48th St., Astoria, 
NY 11103. General Purpose. 
9/19,26,10/3,10,17&24/2019

116-19 148 STREET LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 8/16/19. Office in Queens 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 449 E 192nd 
ST 1st FL Bronx, NY 10457. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.  
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

Notice of formation of limited 
liability company (LLC). Name: 
DEGU GAMES, LLC. Articles 
of Organization f i led with 
Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 07/31/2019. NY 
office location: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. The post office address 
to which the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process against 
the LLC served upon him/
her is PAUL BLIEKA, 33-24 
200TH STREET, BAYSIDE, 
NY 11361. Purpose/character 
of LLC: Any Lawful Purpose. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

WD 849 53RD LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/10/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
aga ins t  may  be  se r ved 
& sha l l  mai l  p rocess to 
Wendell De Souza Soares, 
3519 Leavitt St., Flushing, 
NY 11354. General Purpose. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
OGUNDA MULTI SERVICES 
LLC.  A r t s .  o f  O rg .  f i l ed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(S S N Y )  o n  0 6 / 0 6 / 2 017. 
O f f i c e  l oc at i on:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved.  SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: c/o The LLC, 69-
38 44th Avenue, Woodside, 
N Y  1 1 3 7 7 .  P u r p o s e : 
A n y  l a w f u l  p u r p o s e . 
9/19,26,10/3,10,17&24/2019

61-51 Borden Ave LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 8/14/2019. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Chris Paccione, 
57-23 63 St., Maspeth, NY 
11378. General Purpose. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

SUMMONS AND NOTICE 
Supreme Court of New York, 
QUEENS County. DEUTSCHE 
BANK NATIONAL TRUST 
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR SOUNDVIEW HOME 

L O A N  T R U S T  2 0 0 7 - 
WMCI ,  ASSET BACKED 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2 0 0 7- W M C I ,  P l a i n t i f f , 
-against- BIBI  KHAN  AKA 
BIBI  MOONZALLE  KHAN;  
K U Y U M E  A Z I M U L L A ; 
S E E R E N A  M A N G A R ;  
C IT Y  OF  N E W YO RK 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTROL BOARD; JOHN 
WASTSON LLC AKA  JOHN 
WATSON  #1  LLC   AND  
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC  
R E G I S T R AT I O N ,  I N C . , 
AS NOMINEE FOR WMC   
MORTGAGE  CORP;  “JOHN  
DOE    #1”     through “JOHN  
DOE  #10,” said names being 
f ict i t ious and unknown to 
plaintiff, intended to be possible 
tenants or occupants of the 
premises, or corporations, 
persons, or other entit ies 
having or claiming a lien upon 
the mor tgaged premises, 
Index  No.  701026 /2018 . 
Mortgaged Premises: 101-46 
110th Street, South Richmond 
Hill, New York 11419 Venue: 
Queens County (based on 
the situs of the Mortgaged 
Premises) TO THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANTS: YOU 
ARE HEREBY SUMMONDED 
to answer the complaint in 
this action and to serve a 
copy of your answer, or, if 
the complaint is not served 
with this summons, to serve 
a notice of appearance, on 
the Plaintiff’s attorneys within 
twenty (20) days af ter the 
service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of service 
(or within thirty (30) days after 
the service is complete if this 
summons is not personally 
delivered to you within the 
State of New York); and in 
case of your failure to appear 
or answer, judgement will be 
taken against you by default 
fo r  the  re l ie f  demanded 
in the complaint. NOTICE 
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 
LOSING YOUR HOME IF 
YOU DO NOT RESPOND 
TO THIS SUMMONS AND 
COMPLAINT BY SERVING A 
COPY OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO 
FILED THIS FORECLOSURE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YO U  A N D  F I L I N G  T H E 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT, 
A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED AND YOU CAN 
LOSE YOUR HOME. SPEAK 
TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO 
THE COURT WHERE YOUR 
CASE IS PENDING FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
ON HOW TO ANSWER THE 
SUMMONS AND PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING 
A  PAY M EN T  TO  YO U R 
M O RTG AG E C O M PA N Y 
W I L L  N OT  STO P  T H I S 
FORECLOSURE ACTION. 
YO U  M U S T  R E S P O N D 
BY SERVING A COPY OF 
TH E A NSW ER O N TH E 
AT T O R N E Y  F O R  T H E 
PL AINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO, LLP 
85 Broad Street, Suite 501, 
New York, New York 10004, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff.
10/3,10,17&24/2019

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civil 
Cour t, Queens County on 
September 12, 2019, bearing 
Index Number NC-000610-
19/QU, a copy of which may 
be examined at the Office of 
the Clerk, located at 89-17 
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica, 
NY 11435, grants me (us) the 
right to: Assume the name of 
(First) ALISA (Middle) ASONDA 
(Last) WILLIAMS. My present 
name is (First) ALISHA (Middle) 
ASONDA (Last) SIMMONS 
AKA ALISA A WILLIAMS AKA 
ALISA ASONDA WILLIAMS 
FKA ALISA A. GOODWIN 
A K A  A L I S H A  A S O N DA 
SIMMIONS. The city and 
state of my present address 
are Corona, NY. My place of 
birth is NORTH CAROLINA. 
The month and year of my 
bir th are September 1959.  
10/17/2019

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
SETOBURRITO LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/28/2019. 
O f f i ce  loc at ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail 
copy of process against LLC 
to: 47-20 Center Blvd., #517, 
Long Island City, NY 11109. 
Purpose: any law ful  ac t . 
10/17,24,31,11/7,14&21/2019

Notice of Formation of THE 
JACKSON RMB LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 6/21/18. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: c/o The 
LLC, 44- 45 Vernon Blvd, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/17,24,31,11/7,14&21/2019

Notice of Formation: L & L 
Empire, LLC Ar t. Of Org. 
filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/03/2019. Office 
Loc.: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 133-47 Sanford Ave. 
Apt 13E FLUSHING, NY 11355 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
10/17,24,31,11/7,14&21/2019

Notice is hereby given that a 
License, number 1321135 for 
beer, cider, liquor and wine 
has been applied for by the 
undersigned to sell beer, cider, 
liquor and wine at retail in a 
restaurant under the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Law at 
35-55 31st Street, Astoria, 
NY 11106 for on premises 
consumption LLANERO CORP 
DBA CHANO’S CANTINA. 
10/17&24/2019

197-19 JAMAICA AVE LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 9/27/2019. 
Cty: QUEENS. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to HENRI 
OLIBRICE, 51 ARGYLE RD., 
APT. D6, BROOKLYN, NY 
11218. General  Purpose. 
10/17,24,31,11/7,14&21/2019
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Ita l i a n  Ame r i c a n  J o u r na l

102nd Precinct Community Council 
Building Bridges Event

Assemblyman Miller stopped by the 102nd Precinct 
Community Council Building Bridges Event. “I would like to 
thank the 102nd Precinct Community Council for providing 
a fun atmosphere for the community to interact with 
officers of the 102nd Precinct,” said Assemblyman Miller.

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato Presents Summer 
Reading Awards at PS 114 in Belle Harbor 

     Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer 
Amato (D-Belle Harbor) continued 
her Summer Reading Awards Tour 
at PS114 in Belle Harbor recently, 
handing out certificates of comple-
tion to dozens of students for mak-
ing regular reading a part of their 
summer experience. Parents and 
schools have mailed the materials 
back, and Pheffer Amato then pro-
duced a certificate for each student 
who completed the Summer Read-
ing Challenge.
     “This is a fun way to get kids 
to read – and because it’s so easy, 
it works!” said Pheffer Amato. 
“These students are now in the 
habit of reading over the sum-
mer and its really amazing! Even 
when school was out, they made 
a substantial contribution to their 

education. Reading is one of my 
favorite things. It’s a great habit 
that will follow these kids wherever 
they go; hopefully, it will also be a 
lifelong joy.
     “I’m so grateful to all the par-

ents, teachers, administrators and 
students at PS114 who kept every-
thing on task and made it fun,” she 
continued. “We will be going all 
throughout the district awarding 
young readers, so stay tuned! 


