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Point of View

Congressman Tom Suozzi Testifies on 
His Proposed “Sami’s Law”

Rep Tom Suozzi testifying on Sami’s Law. Legislation would address and 
improve ride-share safety issues with UBER and Lyft. See story on page 2.

NewYork-Presbyterian Medical 
Group Queens Offers Tips For  

Better Breast Health
     October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month— a 
time to educate and inform on the ways to reduce risk and detect 
breast cancer at its earliest, most treatable stages. According to 
the American Cancer Society (ACS), breast cancer is the most 
common cancer in American women, with the exception of skin 
cancers, and there is a 1 in 8 chance that a woman will develop 
breast cancer in her lifetime. 
     “In its earliest stages, breast cancer typically produces no 
symptoms and that is why it is important for women to get regular 
screenings for breast cancer,” said Dr. Beth Siegel, breast surgeon 
at NewYork-Presbyterian Medical Group Queens.
     “Early detection is a life saver for many, so in addition to 
regular breast cancer screenings, women should develop a strong 
understanding of the symptoms, signs and risk factors associated 
with breast cancer.”
     Dr. Siegel shared the following tips for better breast health.
     Maintain Annual Breast Health Screenings:  Since breast 
cancer typically produces no symptoms when the tumor is small 
and most easily treated, screenings are incredibly important for 
early detection. The ACS recommends that women with an aver-
age risk of breast cancer should undergo regular mammograms 
starting at age 40. 
     Get to Know Your Breasts:  Women should familiarize 

Council Member Adrienne Adams to 
Honor Young Local Hero

     On October 18, 2019, Council 
Member Adrienne Adams joined 
the Boy Scouts of America Troop 
263 Queens to honor a Rochdale 
Village Scout for the heroic act 
of delivering his baby brother. 
     On August 3, 2019, while at 
home with his pregnant mother, 

Fabril Desroches quickly jumped 
into action when he noticed that 
his mother’s water broke and she 
was on the floor. Without hesita-
tion, Fabril reached for a medical 
book and skimmed through the 

Melinda Katz Outlines Gun Violence Measures 
in Wake of Rise in Queens Shootings

Queens Borough President and District Attorney Candidate Melinda Katz joined members of the 
borough’s clergy, community leaders, and other concerned residents today to present her plans to 
reduce gun violence and help fund programs to keep at-risk young people safe. See story on page 4. 
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     Congressman Tom Suozzi 
(D – Long Island, Queens) spoke 
before a House Transportation 
and Infrastructure Committee 
hearing entitled “Examining the 
Future of Transportation Network 
Companies: Challenges and Op-
portunities” on behalf of H.R. 
3262, Sami’s Law. This bipartisan 
legislation is named in honor of 
Samantha “Sami” Josephson—a 
senior at the University of South 
Carolina who was kidnapped and 
brutally murdered earlier this year 
by a predator pretending to be her 
Uber driver. 
     Sami’s Law, which would 
establish needed protections for 
ride-share customers across the 
country, is cosponsored Suozzi and 
Rep. Chris Smith (NJ – 04), who 
represents Robbinsville, N.J. where 
Sami grew up and the Josephsons 
live. The legislation will require 
enhanced vehicle identification 
procedures to create a safer envi-
ronment for ride-share drivers and 
customers and to make it harder for 
those with ill-intent from imper-
sonating drivers.
     Specifically, Sami’s Law will: 
•    Require a scannable QR (Quick 
Response) code on the vehicle win-
dow that matches the QR code on 
your phone and, as proposed by a 
disability group, an audio personal 

authentication number in lieu of 
the QR code to make sure this is 
the correct car before the disabled 
passenger enters; 
•    Require Transportation Net-
work Companies (TNCs) to have 
illuminated signs that are visible in 
both day and night and are readable 
from fifty feet.
•    Require TNC drivers to have 
both front and back license plates. 
Currently, 19 states require only 
one plate; and 
•    Prohibit the sale of illuminated 
TNC signs and the display of such 
signs by individuals who are NOT 
drivers for a TNC company.
     At the hearing, Rep. Suozzi told 
the subcommittee he was disap-
pointed that Uber and Lyft turned 
down invitations to testify.
     “Earlier this year, Sami Joseph-
son called for an Uber, entered the 
wrong car, and was murdered. Our 
Smith/Suozzi bill works to provide 
consumers with a level of safety 
before entering a vehicle,” said 
Suozzi. “The Josephson Family is 
not alone. It is shocking that Uber 
and Lyft have not taken this seri-
ously and refused to attend today’s 
hearing. We need common sense 
bipartisan solutions to these safety 
and other issues hitting this new 
industry.” 
     Suozzi’s entire testimony can be 
viewed here.
     “The idea for the legislation 

came directly from the grieving 
parents of a young woman brutally 
murdered by a fake Uber driver,” 
said Rep. Smith. “Working with 
the Josephson’s, we’ve crafted a 
bipartisan bill that would push 
states to require front license plates 
and scannable codes, such as QR 
codes, on both back-passenger side 
windows that riders could scan on 
a smart device to verify their ride 
before entering a vehicle.”
     States that do not implement 
the legislation’s regulations will 
lose one percent of their federal 
highway funding—a provision that 
is similar to the federal incentive 
used to motivate states to raise the 
drinking age to 21 and to prohibit 
open alcohol beverage containers 
in motor vehicles. 
     The Josephsons are also seeking 
to educate ride-share passengers 
on the best safety practices, using 
the acronym S-A-M-I (“Stop, Ask, 
Match, Inform”) to teach riders to 
be alert to their surroundings, en-
sure the car they are entering is the 
correct ride-share vehicle, ask the 
driver to identify them by name, 
and tell friends to track their ride.
     In May and again in September, 
the Josephsons met with Members 
of Congress and staff, and Admin-
istration officials to advocate for 
laws and policies that would protect 
ride-share passengers from preda-
tors posing as drivers.

(Continued from page 1)

Congressman Tom Suozzi Testifies on 
His Proposed “Sami’s Law”

themselves with their breasts by 
checking them monthly and noting 
changes in size, shape and skin 
texture, as well as checking for 
discharge, rashes or lumps. Other 
warning signs that may require 
consultation with a physician 
include: swelling of the breast; 
skin irritation or dimpling of the 
breast; pain or discomfort of the 
breast and nipples facing inward. 
If you don’t know how to check 
your breasts, ask your health care 
provider. 
     Maintain a Healthy Lifestyle: 
Obesity, smoking and alcohol con-
sumption can increase the risk of 

breast cancer. ACS recommends 
that women who drink have no 
more than 1 alcoholic drink a day, 
the equivalent of 12 ounces of beer 
or 5 ounces of wine. A low-fat diet 
has also been shown in numerous 
studies to lower the risk of breast 
cancer.
     Being physically active and 
breastfeeding are activities that 
may reduce the risk of breast can-
cer. The American Cancer Society 
recommends getting at least 150 
minutes of moderate-intensity 
exercise per week (ideally, spread 
out, not all at once). If your time 
is limited, exercising at high in-
tensity for 75 minutes a week will 
have the same benefit.

     Be aware of hereditary risk fac-
tors: Women and men may have an 
increased risk of developing breast 
cancer if the disease has occurred 
in their family’s medical history. 
The possibility is increased when 
the affected relative, usually a 
parent, sibling or child, was di-
agnosed at a young age or if the 
cancer was diagnosed in both 
breasts. As a woman ages, her risk 
increases, and women over 55 are 
most susceptible to the disease. 
     The important thing to know 
is that 75% of women newly diag-
nosed with breast cancer have no 
risk factors at all.  The take home 
message is that everyone needs 
age appropriate screening.

NewYork-Presbyterian Medical Group Queens Offers Tips 
For Better Breast Health

pages to find out how to help his 
mother deliver the baby. Fabril 
remained calm, even as the baby 
emerged with the umbilical cord 
wrapped around his neck, and en-
sured the well-being of his mother 
and new brother Farell. Fabril’s 
courageous act kept his mother 
and new baby brother safe until 
the ambulance arrived.
     For his amazing determination 
and bravery, Council Member 
Adams presented Fabril with a 
New York City Council proclama-
tion signed by the entire Queens 
delegation. In partnership with 
the Showing Hearts Foundation, 
the family was presented with 
baby clothes, a stroller and car 
seat.   

     “After learning about this re-
markable young man, I knew that 
it was important to honor Fabril 
Desroches for his act of heroism,” 
said Council Member Adrienne 
Adams. It is clear that Scouting 
and family values have played an 
important role in Fabril’s life. His 
acts of courage and bravery have 
inspired us all” 
     “We here at The Showing 
Hearts Foundation are pleased 
to take part, alongside Council 
Member Adrienne Adams, in 
honoring Fabril Desroches for 
his courage and bravery,” said 
David Tanis, Executive Director 
of Showing Hearts Foundation. 
“As Nelson Mandela stated, ‘I 
learned that courage was not the 
absence of fear, but the triumph 
over it.’ Fabril, we thank you for 

having the courage to step up and 
take action when your mother and 
baby brother needed you the most. 
Mom you have raised an amazing 
young man.”
     “Be Prepared is the Scout Mot-
to,” said Scout Master Rashaad 
Bryan, Troop 263 Queens. “It 
means that you are always ready 
to do what is necessary to help 
others so I am not surprised at 
what Fabril has done. He has 
been a Scout in Troop 263 for 
the past 4 years and is currently 
a Second-Class Scout. Fabril has 
also earned 13 of the required 21 
Merit Badges to earn the highest 
attainable rank in the nation, the 
Eagle Scout Award. It is evident 
that this young man has learned 
a great deal from being a part of 
our organization.”

Council Member Adrienne Adams to Honor Young Local Hero
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest 
Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the 
heart of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a 
destination that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will 
be sure to be back again and again for one the city’s Best 
Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients 
and attention to detail served by our professional staff. 
Park Side is also happy to host your next function with 
our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

Congressman Tom Suozzi’s Bipartisan Vaping Bill to  
Advance through Ways and Means

Bill will create tax parity between 
vaping products and cigarettes, 
as well as generate revenue that 
will make it easier for people to 
afford inhalers, over-the-counter 
medications, and menstrual care 
products
 
     The House Committee on 
Ways and Means announced that 
on Wednesday it will mark up 
the Protecting American Lungs 
Act (H.R. 4742), a bipartisan bill 
introduced by Congressman Tom 
Suozzi (D-Long Island, Queens) 
that will tax nicotine absorption 
from vaping products at the same 
rate as nicotine from cigarettes. 
The lead Republican sponsor is 
Suozzi’s Long Island colleague 
Congressman Peter King (R-NY).
    The revenue generated by this 
bill will be used to fund a number 
of important health initiatives, 
including:
•    Requiring certain high de-
ductible health plans (HDHPs) to 
cover the cost of inhalers used to 
treat chronic lung diseases like 
asthma

•    Allowing people to use health 
savings accounts (HSAs) and 
flexible spending accounts (FSAs) 
to purchase over-the-counter 
medications and menstrual care 
products
     “When I was Nassau County 
Executive, one of my top priorities 
was addressing our nation’s smok-
ing epidemic. Now as a Member 
of Congress, I’m terrified by the 
number of teenagers who are 
becoming addicted to nicotine 
because they vape,” said Suozzi. 
“Increasing the cost of vaping 
will have a direct correlation to 
decreasing the usage of vaping 
products. In New York State, we 
have the highest cigarette taxes 
in the country, and as a result, 
our smoking and cancer rates are 
some of the lowest in the country.” 
     As of last week, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) has confirmed 1,479 cases 
of lung illness associated with 
e-cigarette and vaping products, 
with 33 deaths so far.
     “I applaud Chairman Neal 
and my colleagues on the Ways 

and Means Committee for acting 
swiftly and decisively to get vap-
ing products out of the hands of 
young people. We must address 
this public health crisis now rather 
than waiting years to do so like we 
did with cigarettes,” said Suozzi. 
“I look forward to the markup of 
my bipartisan legislation and hope 
that it will be passed by the House 
of Representatives in short order.”
     “Today’s development is an im-
portant step in ensuring Congress 
explores a means to end this epi-
demic and ensure the well-being 
of our youth,” said King. “I am 
proud to work with Rep. Suozzi 
in this effort.”
     Since January, Congressman 
Suozzi has served on the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, the 
oldest in Congress, which exer-
cises jurisdiction over revenue and 
related issues. Typically reserved 
for senior Members of Congress, 
the prestigious committee’s alums 
include eight Presidents, eight 
Vice Presidents, 21 Speakers of 
the House, and four Supreme 
Court Justices.

Unity Project to Premier Dreamcatchers Art Exhibit at 
Queens Library

Community Invited to Opening 
Reception with Local Students on 
Monday, October 28, 12.30pm @ 
Queensboro Hill Library

     Local students from The Lowell 
School created sixteen Dream-
catchers that will be curated and 
exhibited by the Queensboro Hill 
Library Children’s department.  
The opening reception for the 
“Unity Project” art exhibit will 
take place on Monday, October 28, 
12.30pm, at the Queensboro Hill 
Library, located at 60-05 Main St, 
Flushing, NY 11355.  
     In response to school violence 
across the United States, learning 
disabled students from The Lowell 
School led by Maureen Regan, 
a local activist and horticultural 
therapist, foraged the grounds at 
the Old Quaker Meeting House 
for materials from Nature to use 
in their art project, “The Unity 
Project,” to create Dream Catch-
ers using “found” objects in our 
community. 
     This project debuted on Earth 

Day 2019 at The Olde Towne of 
Flushing Burial Ground, where 
Native Americans and African-
Americans were buried because 
these communities faced dis-
crimination and were excluded 
from traditional cemeteries. The 
“Dreamcatchers” exhibit spent 
this summer at the Old Quaker 
Meeting House and will now be 
housed at Queensboro Hill Li-
brary before moving on to other 
institutions in the Borough of 
Queens.
     This project is supported by 
Consolidated Edison, Flushing 
Meeting of the Religious Society 
of Friends, The Lowell School, 
and Green Earth Urban Gardens.  
The Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce is a community part-
ner and is helping to promote this 
program in the local area.
     “Our community appreciates 
the leadership of Maureen Regan 
and the Lowell School students 
in moving us toward a vision of a 
sustainable and inclusive commu-
nity,” stated John Choe, executive 

director of the Greater Flushing 
Chamber of Commerce.  “We en-
courage everyone who shares this 
vision to come out and support the 
Unity Project on Monday, October 
28, 12.30pm, at the Queensboro 
Hill Library.”
     The Dreamcatchers are part 
of “The Unity Project” organized 
by Green Earth Urban Gardens, 
a nonprofit organization that 
seeks to promote social and en-
vironmental solutions through 
urban agriculture and therapeutic 
gardening.  GEUG supports our 
diverse community by providing 
healthy local food at farmers’ 
markets, soup kitchens, and food 
pantries; by advocating for out-
door/indoor gardening access for 
seniors and special needs youth; 
by serving as an employment and 
community service hub for high 
school students; and by support-
ing a volunteer center for local 
beautification projects.  For more 
information about Green Earth 
Urban Gardens, visit greenear-
thurbangardens.org.

Queens Chamber Of Commerce Welcomes More Than 50 
Exhibitors From Korea For Business Expo

     On Thursday, October 17th, 
the Queens Chamber of Com-
merce hosted over 50 exhibitors 
from Korea for a business expo at 
Daedong Manor in Flushing. The 
expo gave Queens-based busi-
nesses leaders the opportunity to 
meet with their counterparts from 
Korea, and learn about how they 
can expand their market. 
     “We at the Queens Chamber 
of Commerce consider ourselves 
compassionate capitalists,” said 
Tom Grech, President & CEO 
of the Queens Chamber of Com-
merce, in his opening remarks. 
“We hope this event today helps 
your businesses thrive and grow, 
so you can continue to support 
your families and your communi-
ties—because that’s what good 
business is all about.”
     “Events like these that strength-

en the bonds between business 
people in Queens and Korea are 
incredibly important. We are 
happy to be able to bring our 
friends from Korea here to in-
troduce members of the Queens 
business community.  The rela-
tionships formed today will help 
create jobs and opportunity that 
will have a positive impact on both 
ends of the world. We thank the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce 
for welcoming us and hosting this 
wonderful event,” said Yonghwa 
Ha, President, Solomon Agency 
Corp and President, World Over-
seas Korean Traders Association.
     At the expo, exhibitors show-
cased products and services in 
the beauty, fashion, and skin care 
industries, and more. Attendees 
included businesses in retail, 
cosmetics, skincare and fashion 

industries, as well as import agen-
cies, attorneys and CPAs. 
     “The ties between Queens – the 
most diverse community in the 
world—and Korea are incredibly 
strong. We are excited to help 
business leaders from both Korea 
and Queens develop new relation-
ships that will help both business 
communities continue to thrive,” 
Grech added.
     About the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce - The Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce is the oldest 
and largest business association 
in Queens, representing more 
than 1,100 businesses and more 
than 100,000 Queens-based em-
ployees. Its mission is to foster 
connections, educate for success, 
develop/implement programs and 
advocate for members’ interests. 
www.queenschamber.org
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Whirl With Merle
FLOWER POWER COFFEE HOUSE IS A SPACE FOR 

MORE THAN FLOWERS   by Merle Exit

     At first glance, the storefront of 
Flower Power Coffee House at 64-
02 Myrtle Avenue (718-366-0011) 
has your eyes fixed on colorful 
flower arrangements and plants.  
Owner Dorothy Stepnowska origi-
nally set her mind to this small 
business for the “flower power.”  
It’s no doubt that your entering 
brings a joy to the nostrils from 
the whiff that only flowers pos-
sess.  Eventually your eyes may 
focus on CBD oils.  We will get 
to that later. 
     Dorothy came to the realization 
that the size of the property can 
benefit for more than just flowers. 
“My friends and I were looking to 
have coffee in the area when it oc-
curred to me that there weren’t any 
coffee houses around, yet alone 
few if any in Queens. I decided 
to expand to a space somewhat 
similar to the old coffee houses 
in Greenwich Village such as the 
Café Wha?”  
     Along with a limited vegan 
menu beverages such as coffee 
and tea were offered along with 
an open area to “do your thing.”  
She set it up as an event space for 
locals to entertain or perhaps voice 
your point with a group.  Then 
there were whose you wanted 
to rent out the space for a party, 
wedding or any other congratula-
tory event. 
     Recently, Senator Joe Addabbo 
held the first Java with Joe event, 
meeting for constituents speak-
ing about issues of concern in the 
community. The event was also 
meant to promote small businesses 
and Addabbo thanked Dorothy 
and her daughter Destiny, for host-
ing the event and donating a por-
tion of the proceeds to TEAM for 
Kids, a children’s health program 
through NYC Roadrunners. “I 
have always tried to make myself 
more available to my constituents 
since being elected to the Senate 
in 2008,” Addabbo said. “These 
events, like my Mobile Office 
Hours, give those residents who 
cannot make an appointment at 
one of my three district offices 
during normal business hours a 
chance to meet with me and let 
me know what issues they are 
facing” The plight of small busi-
ness owners was one of the main 
topics covered. 
     Now, let’s talk about the CBD 
oils.  They are usually sold in 
various dosages and forms to in-
clude food and drink. You would 
f ind gummy bears, popcorn, 

and chocolates as well as CBD 
infused coffee and tea.  However, 
as of October 1, the FDA banned 
the sale of CBD products in food 
and drink. This ban is effective 
in New York City.  Dorothy was 
offering CBD infused rice crispy 
treats, brownies, coffee and tea.  
Although Dorothy sells the pure 
CBD oil, she now has to take a loss 
as there had been a great demand 
for the food and drink. That’s not 
to say that you can’t get a regular 

cup of coffee or tea. 
     In fact, Dorothy has created a 
limited food menu and can cer-
tainly whip up some great tasting 
and healthy smoothies made with 
oat milk.  
     Dorothy commented on how 
the FDA seems to find it okay for 
the sale of so many food and drink 
items containing a tremendous 
amount of additives and preserva-
tives that only contributes to poor 
health and obesity.

The Voice of Marina Chello Earns Her 
a Further Place on TV   By Merle Exit

     If you are following The Voice 
on NBC, you heard Marina Chello 
battle it with teammate Ricky 
Duran singing “Valerie.” Chello 
is on team Blake and who saved 
her to the next round. 

     Who is Marina? Marina and 
her family moved to New York 
from Uzbekistan when she was 11. 
Adjusting to the new culture was 
difficult, but listening to Ameri-
can music helped her learn the lan-
guage and begin to make friends. 
Marina became very involved in 
school plays and concerts, and 
she decided to pursue music after 
graduation. She resided in Forest 
Hills and now living in Plainview, 
LI.  
     In 2007, she landed a deal with 
P. Diddy’s Bad Boy Records and 
her single “Sideline” was a big 
hit. She later got married and took 
a break from music to focus on 
being a mom. Marina currently 
manages a catering hall and is 
here at “The Voice” to give music 
another shot. 
Let’s cheer her on!

Musica Reginae To Host Community Concert For Kids 
On Saturday, November 16, 2019

     Join Musica Reginae Pro-
duct ions at  The Church-in-
the-Gardens in Forest Hills 
for a f ree interact ive work-
sho p  whe r e  we  w i l l  m a ke 
creative choices and compose 
t oge t he r.  T h i s  i n t e r a c t ive 
event for children (ages 4 & 
up) and thei r  fami l ies  wi l l 
have us explor ing Traveling 
Time through Songs! How do 

songs from the past connect 
to the songs of today?
     What stor ies did songs 
tell about our lives? Discover 
songs from the past and create 
new ones in the present.
     This free workshop will 
last about an hour in length.
Details:
Date:  Sa t u rd ay,  November 
16, 2019

Time: 11 AM
Location: The Church-in-the-
Gardens
Address: 50 Ascan Avenue,  
Forest Hills, NY 11375
Length: 1 hour
Price: Free admission
Fo r  m o r e  i n fo  o n  Mu s ic a  
Reginae’s concert season call 
(718) 894-2178 or visit
www.musicareginae.org.

     Queens Borough President 
and District Attorney Candidate 
Melinda Katz joined members of 
the borough’s clergy, community 
leaders, and other concerned resi-
dents today to present her plans to 
reduce gun violence and help fund 
programs to keep at-risk young 
people safe.
     According to New York City 
Police Department statistics, 
there has been an 8.6% increase 
in shootings in Queens this year, 
with a 6% increase in shooting 
victims. Spikes in homicides 
in Northern and Southeastern 
Queens were reported earlier this 
year. 
     Throughout New York City’s 
f ive boroughs, shootings in-
creased 5.9% – significantly below 
the jump in Queens’ shootings, 
according to NYPD data for 2019 
through Oct. 6th, compared to the 
same period in 2018.
     The centerpiece of Katz’s 
initiative is expanding efforts to 
address gun violence as a public 
health crisis by partnering with 
community organization, clergy, 
and Cure Violence groups. This 
includes rapid intervention and 
denouncing violence after an 
incident, in addition to working 
intensively to detect and interrupt 
conflicts before they occur – while 
also identifying and treating high-
risk individuals.
     The District Attorney’s Office 
will be a community partner to 
help implement and expand job 
trainings, mentorship programs, 
drug treatment programs, mental 
health services, re-entry pro-
grams, and extra-curricular and 
after school programs to help keep 
young people off the streets.
     “Gun violence in Queens has 
cut too many promising young 
lives short, and we need to join 
with our communities to intervene 
before violence erupts,’’ said Katz. 
“Safeguarding our residents with a 
robust program of common-sense 
and community-based initiatives 
to stop crime before it happens 
will be among my top priorities 
as District Attorney.”
     Rev. Phil Craig, pastor of the 

Greater Springfield Commu-
nity Church in Jamaica said, “Our 
communities and our children 
prosper when conflicts are re-
solved without senseless violence. 
I have seen too many of our people 
lost to gun violence and we need to 
do more to prevent violence before 
it starts. Initiatives that provide 
options and better pathways for 
our youth are what’s necessary to 
keep them safe.”
     “Young people in Queens are 
getting gunned down at alarm-
ing rates,’’ said Lance Feurtado, 
Founder of the King of Kings 
Foundation. “We must approach 
the problem at the community 
level, with programs that monitor 
the pulse of our neighborhoods 
and let trained experts intervene 
quickly to turn potentially violent 
situations into peaceful solutions.
     “Mentorships, apprenticeships 
and job training will elevate those 
coming of age in Queens and we 
must invest public and private re-
sources in these programs to help 
our younger generation resist the 
temptation to turn to crime and 
violence,’’ said Kevin Livingston, 
Founder of 100 Suits. 
     Under Katz’s leadership, the 
Queens District Attorney’s Office 
will partner with civic organiza-
tions, faith-based groups, and 
community leaders in all borough 
communities facing gun violence. 
Utilizing an effective public health 
response has been shown to de-
crease the need for prosecutions 
and incarceration. The initiative 
will focus on encouraging mentor-
ship and grassroots work in high-
risk communities before violence 
erupts, along with educational and 
job training programs to foster a 
holistic approach to reducing gun 
violence.
     Other more traditional ap-
proaches would include vigorous 
prosecution of gun traffickers, a 
24/7 gun-buyback program, and 
training law enforcement and 
school officials on use of extreme 
risk protection orders (Red Flag 
laws) to take guns from individu-
als deemed a threat to themselves 
or others.

Melinda Katz Outlines Gun 
Violence Measures in Wake of Rise 

in Queens Shootings
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HOROSCOPE
Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 10/24/19 - 10/30/19

ARIES 
(March 21 - April 20)
Travel plans will be exciting and 
profitable. Those who have been 
too demanding should be put in 
their place or out to pasture. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,3,1.

TAURUS 
(April 21 - May 21)
Think before you make stock 
investments. Unforeseen circum-
stances will change your ideas. 
Try getting out and networking 
yourself. Your lucky numbers 
are 4,9,1.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
You may meet someone special if 
you attend fundraising functions. 
Travel will be beneficial to your 
career. Continue your hard work. 
Your lucky numbers are 1,8,9.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Don’t loan money to friends. 
You can make extra money by 
moonlighting. You should look 
into a healthier diet. Your lucky 
numbers are 7,2,1.

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Try inviting fr iends to your 
planned get together. Mingle with 
individuals who are established in 
business. Get involved in politi-
cal groups. Your lucky numbers 
are 3,6,4.

VIRGO 
(Aug 23 - Sept 23)
Don’t bother complaining, no one 
listens. You will manage to over-
come work loads this week. Don’t 
ignore your partner’s problems. 
Your lucky numbers are 3,1,8.

LIBRA 
(Sept 24 - Oct 23)
Don’t let anyone interfere with 
your work, stay concentrated.     It 
might be time to take a big step 
and do a personal makeover. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,8,3.

SCORPIO 
(Oct 24 - Nov 22)
You can work out solutions to the prob-
lems of inefficiencies at work. Money 
problems will be difficult to deal with. 
Your lucky numbers are 6,9,5.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov 23 - Dec 21)
Catch up on correspondence. You 
need to clear up some important 
personal documents before the 
end of the year. Check your in-
vestments.Your lucky numbers 
are 4,3,9.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec 22 - Jan 20)
Try and get plenty of rest and 
relaxation. Don’t stay up late on 
work nights.Keep your feelings to 
yourself. You may find a favorable 
business venture while traveling. 
Your lucky numbers are 5,3,2.

AQUARIUS 
(Jan 21 - Feb 19)
Be careful about disclosing per-
sonal information. You can get 
ahead if you present your ideas 
to superiors. Your lucky numbers 
are 8,3,2.

PISCES 
(Feb 20 - Mar 20)
Don’t get involved in joint  
ventures with people you don’t 
know. Concentrate on what you’re 
doing or you may make mistakes 
on your job. Your lucky numbers 
are 9,1,2.

TRY AND FIND

Ac c e p t e d
Ap ply
Baylo r
C a m pu s  Vi s i t
D u ke

E a r ly  Ad m i s s ion
E s s ay
I  G o t  I n
I n t e r v iew
Not r e  D a me

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Picket line crossers
6. Powdery dirt
10. Knife
14. Dart
15. 12 in a foot
16. Whimper
17. False front
18. Celebrity
19. Doing nothing
20. Make worse
22. Part of a plant
23. Verse
24. Women’s garments
26. Quaint outburst
30. Beer
31. Not cold
32. Be dressed in
33. Go on horseback
35. Tartan
39. Insert
41. Tartarus
43. Varnish ingredient
44. Movie
46. Male offspring
47. Passenger vehicle
49. Apprehend
50. Cummerbund
51. Cheddar or edam
54. Break
56. Teller of untruths
57. Make ineffective
63. Gumbo
64. Indian dress
65. Nuzzled
66. Dispatched
67. Not odd
68. Internment camp
69. Being
70. Arid
71. Inscribed pillar

DOWN
1. Wise one
2. Central point
3. Diva’s solo
4. Pear variety
5. Broom
6. Skepticism
7. Wild
8. Leave in a hurry
9. Flail
10. Apathetic
11. House style
12. Dole
13. Round red root vegetables
21. Lion sounds
25. 19th Hebrew letter
26. Pitcher
27. Departed
28. Circle fragments
29. Careful
34. Sweetbriar
36. Dwarf buffalo
37. Hotels
38. Smash
40. Burden
42. Hinder
45. Underwriter
48. Detects
51. Near
52. Treks on foot
53. Deservedly receives
55. Twinges
58. Overhang
59. Boor
60. Small island
61. Ardor
62. Border

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

COLLEGE BOU N D

S. A .T.’S
Schol a r sh ip
Sm i t h
S t a n fo r d
Tu i t ion

Tu l a ne
UC L A
Vi s c e r a
H a r va r d
Ya le

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Crossword/Sudoku online.. 
Visit www.queenstimes.com

Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

     Some of these initiatives will 
be paid for by using a portion of 
the District Attorney Office’s 
asset forfeiture funds, which are 
proceeds from criminal activities 
that are confiscated by authorities 
as part of prosecutions.
     In addition to her community 
intervention goals and enhanced 
efforts to get guns off the street, 
Katz also plans to ensure Queens 
residents can receive training 
through her office to comply with 
a new state law that mandates safe 
storage of firearms for anyone 
with a child under 16 years old. 
As part of the program, the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office also would 
provide free trigger locks to gun 
owners.

Melinda Katz 
Outlines 

Gun Violence 
Measures in 
Wake of Rise 

in Queens 
Shootings
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Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik Celebrates Grand 
Opening for New Playground at P.S. 221Q

     Council Member Barry S. 
Grodenchik, Queens Borough 
President Melinda Katz, New 
York State Director of The Trust 
for Public Land Carter Strickland, 
New York City Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) 
Commissioner Vincent Sapienza, 
students, teachers, and local fami-
lies celebrated the grand opening 
of a new $1.5 million, student-
designed playground at P.S. 221Q 
in Little Neck, Queens.
     The new playground includes 
trees, a turf field, two running 
tracks, play equipment, game 
tables, and green infrastructure 
elements. It will be used by stu-
dents during school hours and will 
then be open to the community 
until dusk on weekdays. Council 
Member Grodenchik, Borough 
President Katz, the DEP, and the 
Trust for Public Land helped se-
cure the necessary funding, and 
the School Construction Author-

ity provided support. 
     “When I first visited PS 221Q, 
the principal showed me the 
schoolyard, which was nothing 
but a sheet of asphalt.  I told her 
there and then that the school 
should have a real playground 
and that I would work to make it 
happen,” said Council Member 
Grodenchik. “I am so pleased that 
a beautiful new playground has 
opened here at PS 221Q. The chil-
dren of Eastern Queens deserve 
only the best, and that is exactly 
what this facility provides.”
     The P.S. 221Q playground 
was built through The Trust for 
Public Land’s NYC Playgrounds 
Program. Since 1996, work-
ing with the City, The Trust for 
Public Land’s NYC Playgrounds 
Program has designed and/or 
built more than 200 school and 
community playgrounds across 
the five boroughs. Overall, the 
program has added more than 160 

acres of additional playground 
space to New York City.
     The playground will also func-
tion as an outdoor classroom for 
students to explore nature, learn 
about environmental science, and 
take part in physical education 
and after-school activities. The 
design process provided an im-
portant learning opportunity for 
the student designers, allowing 
them to gain valuable life skills 
such as budgeting, negotiation, 
and planning.
     “I want to congratulate The 
Trust for Public Land and the 
entire P.S. 221Q community, 
particularly the student design-
ers, for creating a beautiful and 
environmentally-friendly school 
playground,” said DEP Commis-
sioner Sapienza. “The green in-
frastructure elements installed in 
this amazing new play space will 

Rozic, Braunstein: Early Voting Begins October 26th
Encourage Early Voting Follow-
ing Efforts to Secure Poll Site in 
Northeast Queens
 
     At Korean Community Ser-
vices (KCS) Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic (D,WF-Fresh Mead-
ows) and Assemblyman Edward 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) alerted 
Queens residents about their first 
chance to vote early for this year’s 
general election starting Saturday, 
October 26th. Earlier this year, 
KCS was designated an early 
voting poll site following Rozic 
and Braunstein’s advocacy along 
with other Queens lawmakers 
urging the NYC Board of Elec-
tions (BOE) to include a site in 
Northeast Queens. 
     Assemblywoman Rozic said, 
“For the first time, New Yorkers 
have the opportunity to head to the 
polls early this year, due to historic 
voting reforms passed by the State 
Legislature.  For far too long vot-
ing laws failed to accommodate 
the busy lives New Yorkers lead, 
creating barriers to participation. 
This new nine day early voting 
period provides voters with a more 
democratic process and greater 
opportunity to cast their ballots.”
     Assemblyman Braunstein said, 
“I am proud to have supported his-
toric changes to our election laws, 
including early voting, to make it 
as easy as possible for New York-
ers to exercise their constitutional 
right to vote. The BOE’s decision 
to add early voting sites at KCS 

and the Cross Island YMCA will 
provide Northeast Queens resi-
dents a convenient way to vote that 
works with their schedule.”
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng said, 
“Early voting was implemented 
to strengthen the democratic 
process, and to make voting 
easier and more accessible to 
New Yorkers, and I’m pleased 
that residents of Northeast Queens 
will have the opportunity to take 
advantage of it. I’m proud to have 
joined my government colleagues 
in demanding an early voting site 
for the area, and pleased that KCS 
has been selected as the polling 
place. The organization does great 
work in our neighborhoods, and 
its facility is a convenient and ac-
cessible location. I look forward 
to this first year of early voting in 

our city and state, and hope that 
even more early voting spots in 
Northeast Queens will open in 
the future.”
     State Senator Liu said, “The 
purpose of voting reforms, includ-
ing early voting, is to make the 
democratic process for all citizens 
easier, and to bolster the public’s 
trust and confidence in elections. 
People were disenfranchised by 
limiting voting to one day. Early 
voting and an extended number 
of days to vote will bring more 
people into the process. We ap-
preciate the Board of Elections 
working with us to expand early 
voting opportunities in northeast-
ern Queens and thank you to KCS 
and the Cross Island YMCA for 

(Continued on page 10)

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato 
Addresses Vets at American Legion 

Legislative Breakfast

     Assemblywoman Stacey 
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway 
Beach) spoke at the annual Queens 
County American Legion Legisla-
tive Breakfast held at the Knights 
of Columbus in Rockaway Beach. 
Pheffer Amato recapped the NYS 
Assembly Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee’s achievements supporting 
veterans in the 2019 legislative 
session, and spoke about her pri-
orities for the 2020 session.
     “I had the great honor of join-
ing my colleagues at the Queens 
County American Legion Legis-

lative Breakfast. I am so proud to 
fight for our veterans in Albany,” 
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer 
Amato (D-Rockaway Beach) said. 
“Since taking office, Veterans 
have always been a top priority 
and I am grateful to Assembly 
leadership for allowing many 
of my bills to pass through the 
Chambers that seek to assist these 
brave men and women. There is no 
service in this world that is more 
fulfilling than working with the 
men and woman who have served 
our nation in uniform!”

BFHA Membership General Meeting

     The Fall general membership 
meeting of the Broadway-Flush-
ing Homeowners Association 
covered many very timely topics 
with informative speakers. NYC 
Buildings Department Commis-
sioner Melanie LaRocca described 
her department’s mission and 
how the public can help it do its 
job. NYPD Deputy Inspector 
Keith Shine, Commander of the 
109th Precinct, discussed crime 
and safety and how citizens can 

cooperate with the NYPD.
     They both answered questions 
from the audience along with NYC 
Councilmember Paul Vallone who 
also attended the meeting and 
updated the audience on many 
local topics including schools and 
participatory budgeting.
     Pictured [L-R] Deputy Inspec-
tor Keith Shine, BFHA President 
Kevin Morris, Commissioner 
Melanie LaRocca and BFHA VP 
Joseph Brostek.

Meng Attends Historic All-Female 
Spacewalk at NASA HQ

Congresswoman joined by NASA 
Administrator Jim Bridenstine 
and other Members of Congress

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens), a member of the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on 
Commerce, Justice, and Science—
which funds NASA—attended the 
historic first all-female spacewalk 
at NASA’s Space Operations Cen-
ter in Washington, D.C. 
     Astronauts Christina Koch and 
Jessica Meir performed a mission 
to replace a faulty battery charger 
on the outside of the International 

Space Station.
     “Bravo to our fearless Astronauts 
Koch and Meir for proving to all 
the women and girls around the 
world that nothing is impossible, 
even in space,” said Meng. “They 
are an inspiration for young women 
and girls and we should celebrate 
their achievement. Today’s event 
demonstrates no ceiling can keep a 
woman down. My hope is that this 
historic moment in our history will 
build confidence in girls around the 
world to dream big. I can’t wait to 
see what else women and girls can 
achieve in space.” 
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Servicing: New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Connecticut, 
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WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

Suozzi Finally Gets Meeting With New FAA Administrator
Demands Administrator expedite 
concrete solutions to alleviate 
increased aircraft noise 

     Congressman Tom Suozzi 
(D - Long Island, Queens), in 
his capacity as Vice Co-Chair of 
Quiet Skies Caucus, met with the 
new Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA), 
Stephen Dickson, who took the 
helm in August 2019. The meet-
ing was the direct result of a letter 
that Suozzi wrote to Administra-
tor Dickson in August requesting 
that members of the Quiet Skies 
Caucus be briefed on outstanding 
FAA projects related to aircraft 
noise, including a now long- and 
continuously-delayed FAA study 
reevaluating the threshold for 
noise mitigation activities.
     “I am very frustrated with the 
FAA. It is a failed bureaucracy that 
is unresponsive to the needs of my 
constituents. I recognize the pre-
eminence of local safety concerns, 
however, the FAA in concert with 
the Air Traffic Controllers had 
developed a plan to address safety 
and mitigate aircraft noise. That 
plan must now be implemented,” 
said Suozzi. “I would like to thank 
Administrator Dickson for meet-
ing with my colleagues and me. 

Now that there is a permanent Ad-
ministrator at the helm, the FAA 
must advance concrete actions 
that will address and mitigate the 
aircraft noise that has been impact-
ing our communities for so long.”
     Since April 1, 2019, thousands 
of Suozzi’s constituents have been 
enduring a significant increase in 
aircraft noise due to reconstruc-
tion of one of JFK’s four runways. 
After multiple meetings with 
Suozzi and other elected officials, 
the FAA officials signed off on 
an agreement which included 
several regulatory updates that 
would have helped decrease air-
craft noise. 
     However, just days after FAA 

officials signed off on the agree-
ment, on June 13, 2019, they re-
versed this decision stating in part 
that the new regulations “require 
additional internal evaluation” 
and that “the FAA will coordinate 
with stakeholders before it makes 
any decision to implement them.” 
It has now been more than 130 
days since this postponement and, 
despite multiple attempts, Suozzi 
has not gotten a straight answer 
on when these regulations will be 
administered.
     Congressman Suozzi remains 
committed to working with the 
FAA and fellow members of Con-
gress to help Americans who are 
plagued by aircraft noise.

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan 
Honored at the 9th Annual LIC YMCA 

Wine Tasting & Community Hero 
Awards Benefit

Assemblywoman Nolan with several individuals from the YMCA. 

     Assemblywoman Nolan was 
one of the honorees at this year’s 
LIC YMCA Wine Tasting event.  
“Thank you to the Long Island 
City YMCA for this tremendous 
honor” said Assemblywoman 
Nolan.  “The LIC YMCA is a 
wonderful organization that 
has consistently gone above and 
beyond giving back to our com-

munities in western Queens.  
Congratulations to my fellow 
honorees for all that they do.” 
     The event also honored sev-
eral other individuals including 
Jaime Faye Bean, Sunnyside 
Shines, Dor Shimonov, We-
Work and Officer Ramirez & 
McLoughlin f rom the 108th 
Police Precinct.Assemblywoman Pheffer Amato Joins State Veterans Hearing

     Assemblywoman Stacey Phef-
fer Amato attend the NYS Assem-
bly Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
hearing on Delivery of Veterans 
Services and programming. 
     “This past week, I joined the 
Veterans’ Affairs committee’s 
public hearing in Albany to learn 
about best practices and overall 
opportunities for our Veterans. 
A wide array of topics such as, 
solutions toward decreasing the 
veteran unemployment rate, the 
alarmingly high suicide rates, 
especially amongst our young 

veterans between 18-34, was 
discussed by a prolific list of 
Colonels, Generals, Commanders, 
directors and commissioners,” 
Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer 
Amato (D-Rockaway Beach) said. 
“Taking care of our veterans’ and 
ensuring they have a multitude of 
options upon their return home 
has been and always will be of 
utmost importance for not only 
our State, but Country. I look 
forward to working towards our 
many goals in the 2020 legislative 
session.”
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Multiple Markets with Competitive Rates
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     Looks like you’ll have to 
wash your costume a few times 
this week as there are Halloween 
events at almost every turn—or 
you could buy a few outfits. Other 
fun options include Korean mask 
dance, nature films, the Festival 
of Lights, theater, and a farewell 
to the Night Market.
●    Oct. 25, Bird’s-Eye View, 
Oct. 26. Over a 60-year career, 
documentarian Mikael Kristers-
son filmed the ecology of southern 
Sweden’s coast. This program 
shows three of his movies along 
with conversations with environ-
mentalists, writers, and intellectu-
als. Schedule: “Pica Pica,” Oct. 
25, 7 pm; “Kestrel’s Eye,” Oct. 
26, 1:30 pm; and “Light Year,” 
Oct. 26, 4:30 pm. Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District, 
http://bit.ly/2MxdEKz.
●    Oct. 25, Lunch and a Musical 
Tribute to the Three Louis: Arm-
strong, Jordan and Prima, 11 am. 
Danny Bacher sings, plays the sax-
ophone, tells stories, cracks jokes, 
and scats. Watch and eat from a 
buffet. Verdi’s Restaurant of Whit-
estone, 149-58 Cross Island Pkwy., 
http://bit.ly/2W2XETv.
●    Oct. 25, Musique Maca-
bre, 6:30 pm. Leah Nelson plays 
creepy music by Jean-Marie 
Leclair, Georg Philipp Telemann, 
Giuseppe Tartini, and Johann Se-
bastian Bach on a Baroque violin. 
King Manor Museum, 150-03 Ja-
maica Ave., http://bit.ly/2BxGjst.
●    Oct. 26, Queens Night Market 
Finale, 5 pm to midnight. The 
season ends with trick-or-treating, 
costume contests with prizes, 
magic tricks, live music, and DJ 
Katie Honan. Backlot behind New 
York Hall of Science, 47-01 111th 
St., Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, http://bit.ly/2Jp3DgH.
●    Oct, 26, Seven, Oct. 27. L.A. 
Theatre Works a riveting docu-
mentary play based on personal 
interviews with seven remarkable 
women. They all faced life-threat-
ening obstacles before bringing 
heroic changes to their home 
countries of Russia, Cambodia, 
Guatemala, Afghanistan, North-
ern Ireland, Nigeria, and Pakistan. 
Shows are Oct. 26 at 8 pm and Oct. 
27 at 3 pm. Queens Theater, 14 
United Nations Ave. S., Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, http://bit.
ly/2VZe8fq.
●    Oct. 26, Haunted Waters Tour, 
noon. Licensed guide Richard 
Melnick leads a Halloween tour 
of mayhem and mystery along 
the Astoria waterfront. Churn-
ing whirlpools, electric eels, 
a riderless horse, cemeteries, 
tombstones, bones, pirates, and 
quicksand are on the list. Meet 
under Hell Gate Bridge, Shore 
and Ditmars boulevards, http://
bit.ly/31yDuSz.
●    Oct. 26, Deepãvali Celebra-
tion, 11:30 am. The Hindu Temple 
Society of North America orga-
nizes a celebration of the Fes-
tival of Lights that includes a 
cultural program with a live Na-

gaswaram performance. Queens 
Museum, NYC Building, Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park, http://bit.
ly/2P88why.
●    Oct. 26, Sacred Sites Tour, 11 
am. The Corona-East Elmhurst 
Historic Preservation Society 
leads a van tour of six historic 
houses of worship, including the 
sanctuary where Louis Arm-
strong’s funeral took place and a 
church founded by freed slaves in 
1828. More information: http://bit.
ly/32qCTnf.
●    Oct. 26, Halloween Harvest 
Festival, noon to 4 pm. Haitian 
cultural activities, card read-
ings, dance-and-drum, lantern 
workshop, face-painting, Urban 
Shaman Mama Donna, and the 
annual Doggie Costume Contest. 
Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-01 
Vernon Blvd., LIC, http://bit.
ly/33Qe3O4.
●    Oct. 26, Donkey Jote: Always 
Chasing Windmills, 2 pm. Patty 
Cake Theater presents a children’s 
play about the adventures of 
Donkey Jote and his faithful pig, 
Chancho Panza. Thalía Spanish 
Theatre, 41-17 Greenpoint Ave., 
Sunnyside, .
●    Oct. 26, Dead or Alive, Oct. 
27. Explore the science of spooky 
special effects such as prosthetic 
wounds and fake blood from noon 
to 4 pm on both days. New York 
Hall of Science, 47-01 111th St., 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
http://bit.ly/2Bw2NdG.
Ridgewood Seneca/Catalpa Av-
enue Stroll, noon to 5 pm. Food, 
music, fun for kids, etc. Seneca 
Avenue from Cornelia to Weir-
field streets and Catalpa Avenue 
between Seneca and Myrtle av-
enues, http://bit.ly/2vlO3gi.
●    Oct. 27, Lucie Arnaz: I Got 
The Job! Songs From My Musical 
Past, 3 pm. Lucie Arnaz, whose 
parents were Desi Arnaz and 
Lucille Ball, shares anecdotes 
about her Hollywood co-stars 
and performs iconic songs from 
Broadway shows. St. John’s Uni-
versity’s Marillac Hall. Enter via 
Gate 4 at 80-00 Utopia Pkwy., 
Jamaica, http://bit.ly/33HxQz8.
●    Oct. 27, 18th Annual Totten 
Trot, 9 am. A five-kilometer race 
and children’s fun run (10 am) on a 
waterfront course along a pristine 
stretch of Fort Totten Park. The 
route includes a loop on Little Bay 
Path to the Throgs Neck Bridge. 
Bayside Historical Society, 208 
Totten Ave., http://bit.ly/35Ris53.
●    Oct. 27, Halloween at the 
Garden, noon to 4 pm. Trick-or-
treat trail, seasonal crafts, magic 
show, carnivorous plant display, 
and costume dance party. Queens 
Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing, http://bit.ly/2o9acMS.
●    Oct. 27, Armchair Ghost Tales 
from Queens, 2:30 pm. Profes-
sional tour guide Marie Carter 
presents a spooky illustrated 
lecture about the ghouls, haunted 
forts, buried treasure, tragic film 
stars, and specters of cemeteries 
that gave Queens the nickname of 
“Borough of the Dead.” Kingsland 

Homestead, 143-35 37th Ave., 
Flushing, http://bit.ly/2N3P9nr.
●    Oct. 27, Gallery Talk on Nico-
las Moufarrege, 3 pm. Curator 
Yasmin Ramirez and artists Elaine 
Reichek and James Romberger 
discuss the art and life of Nicolas 
Moufarrege, a central figure in the 
East Village art scene in the 1980s. 
Queens Museum, NYC Building, 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park, 
http://bit.ly/33Qpl4W.
●    Oct. 27, Children’s Halloween 
Festival, 11 am to 4:30 pm. It’s a 
monster mash. Two-step to the 
bluegrass stylings of Mama Juke, 
tackle the Amazing Maize Maze, 
visit the Haunted Farmhouse, take 
a hayride, and enjoy a petting zoo. 
Queens County Farm Museum, 
73-50 Little Neck Pkwy., Glen 
Oaks, http://bit.ly/2MZni7J.
●    Oct. 27, Sashiko Embroidery 
Workshop, 1:30 pm. Learn the 
basics of a Japanese craft. Voelker 
Orth Museum, 149-19 38th Ave., 
Flushing, http://bit.ly/2pIgq6x.
●    Oct. 27, Hotel Transylvania, 
3 pm. The KCA Cinema Sundays 
program kicks off with a family 
film about a high-end resort that 
Dracula operates. Event includes 
Halloween activities, and cos-
tumes are encouraged. LeFrak 
Concert Hall, Queens College, 
65-30 Kissena Blvd., Flushing, 
http://bit.ly/2Bxwpr2.
●    Oct. 28, Book Discussion, 
1:30 pm. Yousef Bashir discusses, 
sells, and signs his memoir, “The 
Words of My Father: Love and 
Pain in Palestine,” about his 
adolescence in Gaza during the 
Second Intifada. When he was 15, 
an Israeli soldier shot him in the 
spine, leaving him paralyzed from 
the waist down. However, Israeli 
doctors saved his life and worked 
tirelessly to help him walk again. 
Commonpoint Queens, 67-09 
108th St., Forest Hills, http://bit.
ly/2MY99HX.
●    Oct. 29, Corona Circuit, 11 
am. Official Queens historian Jack 
Eichenbaum leads a walking tour 
of Corona between the Lemon Ice 
King and the Louis Armstrong 
House Museum. Meet in Corona 
Plaza on the south side of the 103rd 
Street 7 train station. Register via 
email to jaconet@aol.com. More 
info at http://bit.ly/2rYSkSJ.
●    Oct. 31, Bongsan Talchum: 
Korean Mask Dance, 6 pm (Mask 
Making), 7 pm (Dance Lesson), 
8 pm (Show). Celebrate Hal-
loween with the Bongsan Mask 
Dance-Drama Preservation So-
ciety. Twenty-two performers 
from Korea present dynamic and 
spectacular mask dances with 
live music. Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd., http://bit.
ly/2qvJhLT.
●    Last Chance
     Kinetta, until Oct. 27. This dark 
comedy follows three intercon-
nected people in a desolate resort 
town. It’s Greek filmmaker Yor-
gos Lanthimos’s first feature to 
be released in the United States. 
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    Congresswoman Carolyn B. 
Maloney (D-NY) joined Repre-
sentative Chrissy Houlahan (D-PA) 
to introduce the Support UNFPA 
Funding Act of 2019. Other co-
leads of the bill include Chairman 
Eliot Engel (D-NY), Chairwoman 
Nita Lowey (D-NY), Lois Frankel 
(D-FL), Jackie Speier (D-CA), 
Diana DeGette (D-CO), Rosa 
DeLauro (D-CT), Barbara Lee 
(D-CA). Since taking office, the 
Administration has withdrawn all 
funding from the United Nations 
Population Fund, UNFPA, which 
is the lead UN agency working to 
deliver a world where every preg-
nancy is wanted, every childbirth 
is safe and every young person’s 
potential is fulfilled. To combat this 
move, these champions for women 
are taking a stand and introducing 
legislation that authorizes funding 
for UNFPA.
    “The years of false attacks against 
UNFPA and its humanitarian work 
around the world must come to an 
end,” said Rep. Maloney. “The truth 
is that UNFPA delivers reproduc-
tive and maternal health care for 
women and girls who are innocent 
victims of war, political instability 
or natural disasters. It fights against 
child marriage, female genital mu-
tilation, obstetric fistula, and other 
injustices that threaten women’s 
lives and limit their potential. Con-
gress must fully restore funding 
for UNFPA’s lifesaving work. I’m 
proud to join Rep. Houlahan and 
my colleagues championing this 
effort.”
    “Investing in healthier women 
is investing in a more secure and 
peaceful world,” said Rep. Houla-
han. “On my recent bipartisan trip 
to the Syrian-Jordanian Border, I 
visited the Azraq Refugee Camp 
and witnessed firsthand UNFPA 
and other international organiza-
tions serving the needs of Syrian 
refugees in Jordan. UNFPA’s work 
is critical, and they are often the 
first and only line of defense for 
displaced women. Study after study 
has shown that achieving global 
peace is only possible if we empow-
er women, girls, and families. I am 
disappointed in this Administra-
tion’s refusal to fund the important 
work UNFPA does for the health 
of women and, by extension, our 
national security. That is why I’m 
proud to stand with my colleagues 
and introduce this legislation to help 
build a safer world for everyone by 
elevating women and girls around 
the globe.”
    “I’m pleased to cosponsor Rep-
resentative Houlahan’s critical leg-
islation to support UNFPA’s work 
to advance reproductive rights and 
help women and girls around the 
world,” said Chairman Engel. “UN-
FPA facilitates safe childbirth, pro-
motes maternal and reproductive 
health, works to end female genital 
mutilation and child marriage, and 
aids those who have faced gender-
based violence. It is a lifeline for the 
world’s most vulnerable women and 
girls, many of whom have nowhere 
else to turn. It is essential that UN-
FPA is empowered to continue its 
life-saving work.”
    “In my 31 years in Congress, 
I have helped grow the number 
of women in Congress to historic 
levels and fought for women, here 
and abroad, to achieve their fullest, 
healthiest lives,” said Chairwoman 

Reps. Maloney & Houlahan to Call on Congress & President 
to Re-Fund UNFPA & Stand Up For Women And Girls

Lowey. “And I have always sup-
ported our partners who do the 
same. So I’m happy to once again 
lend my support to UNFPA, who’s 
worked to empower women for 50 
years, by co-leading the Support 
UNFPA Funding Act of 2019.”
    “When women and girls are 
educated, healthy, and free from 
violence, their communities and 
the world are more secure and pros-
perous,” said Rep. Frankel. “This 
legislation reaffirms congressional 
commitment to support UNFPA’s 
important work to empower women 
by ending maternal deaths, provid-
ing family planning, and eradicat-
ing gender-based violence.”
    “UNFPA is a lifeline for women 
and girls working in over 150 coun-
tries to provide family planning, re-
duce maternal mortality, eradicate 
gender-based violence, and train 
health care workers,” said Rep. 
Jackie Speier, Pro-Choice Caucus 
Task Force Chair on International 
Women’s Health. “It is the height 
of hypocrisy for this Administra-
tion to feign interest in women’s 
empowerment while ripping away 
their health care. Without access to 
family planning, their superficial 
claims supporting women’s em-
powerment ring hollow.”
    “UNFPA is an essential pro-
vider of reproductive health care 
for women and girls around the 
world,” said Rep. Diana DeGette. 
“It’s provided millions of women 
with access to contraception and 
has helped save countless lives 
from complications associated with 
childbirth. The Trump administra-
tion’s refusal to release the funding 
we approved for this critical global 
health program is appalling. Con-
gress needs to act now to get this 
important program the funding it 
needs.”
    “UNFPA ensures women have 
access to essential family planning 
and health services, which are 
critical to addressing unacceptably 
high rates of maternal mortality, 
and fighting HIV and diseases like 
Ebola,” said Congresswoman De-
Lauro. “Vulnerable women across 
the globe cannot become casualties 
in the Trump-Pence administra-
tion’s war against women’s health.”
    “The UNFPA provides critical 
access to health care for millions 
of women around the world,” said 
Rep. Lee. “The Trump Adminis-
tration’s continued attacks on this 
life-saving organization are harm-
ful and wrong, and fly in the face 
of the United States’ long-standing 
work of improving maternal and 
newborn survival, and its ability 
to provide voluntary reproductive 
health care and family planning ser-
vices. I’m proud to stand with my 
colleagues to support the UNFPA.”
   “On behalf of the Board of Direc-
tors, Advisors, staff and commit-
tees, I applaud the UNFPA for the 
action and efforts it has taken in this 
matter,” said Angela M. Peabody, 
Executive Director and Founder, 
Global Woman P.E.A.C.E. Founda-
tion. “The mission of our organi-
zation is to empower women and 
girls through education to eradicate 
gender based violence, with empha-
sis on female genital mutilation. 
We support UNFPA in this bill in 
the interest and future of women 
and girls. We stress education and 
awareness in our advocacy, and 
hope that the Bill will help stimulate 

the conversation and action of the 
availability of specific funding for 
these advocacy programs”
    “Reproductive health care is 
central to gender equality, women’s 
economic empowerment, and 
global health,” said Alexis Mc-
Gill Johnson, Acting President 
and CEO, Planned Parenthood 
Federation of America. “It is also 
one of the smartest investments 
the United States can make. The 
United Nations Population Fund 
(UNFPA) is a critical provider of 
these important health services, 
and in some of the most war-torn 
and disaster-impacted parts of the 
world, the sole provider. Yet for the 
last three years, the Trump-Pence 
administration has chosen to with-
hold funding from this valuable UN 
partner, undermining humanitarian 
efforts and putting people’s lives at 
risk. We thank Rep. Houlahan and 
other reproductive health cham-
pions for introducing the Support 
UNFPA Funding Act and call on 
others in Congress to join them.”
    “UNFPA is an important partner 
of CARE in nearly every country 
where we operate,” said David 
Ray, Vice President of Policy and 
Advocacy, CARE USA. “Their 
work and partnership are critical 
to realizing CARE’s own goal of 
ending extreme poverty and help-
ing to empower women around the 
world. The Trump Administration’s 
misguided decision to halt funding 
to UNFPA means the United States 
is no longer supporting some of the 
world’s most vulnerable women 
and girls, and the Support UNFPA 
Funding Act is an important step in 
reversing that ill-advised decision.”
    As recently as the UN General 
Assembly in September, President 
Trump claimed his Administration 
is “championing the role of women 
in our societies” and that “[n]ations 
that empower women are much 
wealthier, safer, and much more 
politically stable.” Investing in the 
health of women is investing in the 
safety and security of our global 
community. The International 
Peace Institute found that “when 
women participate in peace pro-
cesses, the resulting agreement is 
35% more likely to last at least 15 
years.” The Belfer Center at Har-
vard observed that “higher levels of 
gender equality are associated with 
a lower propensity for conflict, both 
between and within states.” While 
the President’s words are in line 
with the data, his actions are not. 
That is why these congressional 
leaders on global women’s equal-
ity are elevating the importance 
of UNFPA and fighting for the 
necessary funding to empower 
women, girls, and families in order 
to establish a safer world for all. 
    The Support UNFPA Funding 
Act of 2019 would:
•   Reaffirm the U.S. commitment to 
UNFPA and global gender equality
•   Authorize an annual contribu-
tion to UNFPA for the five years  
following enactment of the legisla-
tion
    The Support UNFPA Funding 
Act of 2019 has over 100 original 
cosponsors and has been endorsed 
by over 70 organizations, including 
Council for Global Equality, Global 
Woman P.E.A.C.E. Foundation, 
Planned Parenthood Federation of 
America, Refugees International, 
and Amnesty International USA.

Museum of the Moving Im-
age, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District, http://bit.
ly/2M84NPd.
Tartuffe, until Oct. 27. This all-fe-
male version of Molière’s comedic 
masterpiece mixes deception, hy-
pocrisy, and false morality. Shows 

at 4 pm and 7:30 pm. Queens  
Theatre, 14 United Nations Ave. 
S., Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, http://bit.ly/31WMSAG.
     The “It’s In Queens” column 
is produced by the Queens Tour-
ism Council with the hope that 
readers will enjoy the borough’s 
wonderful attractions. More info 
at www.itsinqueens.com.

    New York Attorney General 
Letitia James has released the fol-
lowing update on the status of the 
multistate antitrust investigation 
into Facebook:
    “After continued bipartisan 
conversations with attorneys 
general from around the country, 
today I am announcing that we 
have vastly expanded the list of 
states, districts, and territories in-
vestigating Facebook for potential 
antitrust violations. Our investi-
gation now has the support of 47 
attorneys general from around the 
nation, who are all concerned that 
Facebook may have put consumer 
data at risk, reduced the quality of 
consumers’ choices, and increased 
the price of advertising. As we 
continue our investigation, we 
will use every investigative tool at 
our disposal to determine whether 
Facebook’s actions stifled compe-
tition and put users at risk.”
    Joining Attorney General James 
on the leadership team investigat-
ing Facebook are the attorneys 
general of Colorado, Florida, 
Iowa, Nebraska, North Carolina, 
Ohio, Tennessee, and the District 
of Columbia. 
    Additionally, attorneys general 
from Arizona, Arkansas, Con-
necticut, Delaware, Idaho, Illi-
nois, Indiana, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Louisiana, Maine, Massachusetts, 
Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, 
Missouri, Montana, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
Mexico, North Dakota, Oklaho-
ma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Texas, Vermont, 
Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming, 
and the territory of Guam have all 
joined the investigation, in addi-
tion to a number of other states that 
cannot confirm their participation 
in pending investigations.
The following attorneys general 
added:
Arizona Attorney General Mark 
Brnovich:
    “Free and competitive markets 
help ensure consumers have ac-
cess to the highest quality and 
most cost-effective products and 
services. Enforcement of state 
consumer protection and anti-
trust laws in the modern mar-
ketplace demands new strategies 
and focused efforts from state and 
federal authorities. By working 
together, state attorneys general 
are leading the way in ensuring 
digital platforms respect consumer 
privacy and do not engage in anti-
competitive behavior.”
    Connecticut Attorney General 
William Tong:
“Social media is a critical part of 
doing business in today’s econ-
omy. Any effort by Facebook to 
unlawfully stif le competition 

could cause wide-ranging harm 
to smaller companies, restrict 
consumer choice, and increase 
costs for all. Connecticut is work-
ing closely with attorneys general 
across the nation in taking a very 
hard look at Facebook to deter-
mine whether it is engaging in 
unlawful competitive practices. 
We cannot prejudge the outcome 
of this investigation, but stand 
ready to follow the evidence where 
it takes us to protect American 
consumers.”
Delaware Attorney General Kathy 
Jennings:
    “Together with other state at-
torneys general from both parties, 
we are investigating whether Face-
book has broken the law through 
anticompetitive practices or other 
acts that harm consumers. I am 
dedicated to protecting the rights 
of Delawarean consumers, which 
includes the right to participate in 
the internet economy without fear 
of being taken advantage of by 
social media companies and other 
service providers. Today’s confir-
mation of our participation in the 
multistate investigation is just that; 
the investigation will reveal what 
laws, if any, have been violated.” 
Indiana Attorney General Curtis 
Hill:
    “Just like individual citizens, 
corporations must be held ac-
countable for following the law. 
And just like individual citizens, 
corporations also enjoy the pre-
sumption of innocence until facts 
prove otherwise. In this case, we 
must follow the facts to determine 
whether Facebook has engaged in 
anti-competitive behavior in viola-
tion of state and federal antitrust 
laws. To protect consumers and 
the free market, we must promote 
conditions under which all entities 
may compete on a level playing 
field in accordance with the rule 
of law.” 
Louisiana Attorney General Jeff 
Landry:
    “Big Tech must account for its 
actions. I am proud to join my 
Republican and Democrat col-
leagues in efforts to ensure Tech 
Giants can no longer hide behind 
complexity and complicity.” 
Massachusetts Attorney General 
Maura Healey:
    “It’s important that the internet 
remain fair and open to everyone. 
We are participating with a broad 
coalition of states in an inves-
tigation of Facebook’s business 
practices.” 
Michigan Attorney General Dana 
Nessel:
    “Facebook has played a major 
role in shaping our global online 

Attorney General James Gives Update 
on Facebook Antitrust Investigation
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    I am supporting the clos-
ing of Rikers Island and the 
move toward borough-based 
jails based on serious con-
cerns about the conditions 
on Rikers Island and the 
impact of its location on 
those who are involved with 
the criminal justice system 
as well as those who live in 
nearby Queens neighbor-
hoods,
    Former United States 
Attorney Preet Bharara’s 
investigation found abusive 
conditions that violate in-
mates’ constitutional rights 
and called Rikers Island a 
broken institution.  Former 
New York State chief judge 

    Open enrollment runs 
from October 15 through 
December 7, 2019. Older 
adults with Medicare en-
couraged to review current 
health plan and prescription 
drug coverage options
    The New York State Of-
fice for the Aging reminds 
older New Yorkers that 
this year’s Medicare open 
enrollment period runs 
from October 15 through 
December 7, 2019. Medi-
care health and prescrip-
tion drug plans can make 
changes each year to costs, 
coverage, and what provid-
ers and pharmacies are in 
their networks. The open 
enrollment period is when 
all people with Medicare 
can change their health 
plans and prescription drug 
coverage for the following 
year to better meet their 
needs. Plan changes take 
effect January 1, 2020.
    “People’s health and 
financial status can change 
over the course of a year. At 
the same time, plans can 
change what they will cover 
and also adjust the cost to 
the beneficiary. This is an 
important time of year for 
older adults to review their 
plans—what they cover 
and what they cost—to 
ensure they are getting the 
best deal for themselves,” 
said Acting Director Greg 
Olsen. “Health Insurance 
Information, Counseling 
and Assistance Program 
(HIICAP) counselors at 
each local office for the 
aging can provide older 
New Yorkers with the in-
formation needed to make 
an informed choice about 
a plan that is a good value 

NY State Office For The Aging Reminds Older 
New Yorkers About Medicare Open Enrollment

and meets their health care 
and prescription drug cov-
erage needs.”
    Several resources are 
available to help Medicare 
beneficiaries and their fam-
ilies review and compare 
current plan coverage with 
new plan offerings:
•   Medicare.gov has com-
prehensive information for 
people interested in signing 
up or changing their plans. 
The Medicare Plan Finder 
tool provides a personalized 
comparison of plan choices. 
•   1-800-MEDICARE 
(1-800-633-4227) offers 
around-the-clock assistance 
for those who want to find 
out more about coverage 
options. TTY users should 
call 1-877-486-2048. Multi-
lingual counseling is avail-
able.
•   The Medicare & You 
handbook includes a sum-
mary of Medicare benefits, 
r ights, and protections; 
lists of available health and 
drug plans; and answers to 
frequently asked questions 
about Medicare.
•   One-on-one counseling 
assistance is available from 
HIICAP counselors at each 
local office for the aging 
or through the HIICAP toll 
free line: 1-800-701-0501.
    Medicare recipients 
who have limited incomes 
and resources may qualify 
for extra help with Medi-
care prescription drug plan 
costs. Older adults may 
apply online or call Social 
Security at 1-800-772-1213 
(TTY users should call 
1-800-325-0778 to find out 
more.)
    During the open enroll-
ment per iod, NYSOFA 

and Medicare also remind 
older adults to treat their 
Medicare number as they 
do their social security 
number and credit card 
information. People with 
Medicare should never give 
their personal information 
to anyone arriving at their 
home uninvited or mak-
ing unsolicited phone calls 
selling Medicare-related 
products or services. If 
someone calls and asks 
for a recipient’s Medicare 
number or other personal 
information, hang up and 
call 1-800-MEDICARE 
(1-800-633-4227). 
    Beneficiaries who believe 
they are a victim of fraud or 
identity theft should contact 
Medicare. More informa-
tion is available at Help 
fight Medicare fraud.
    About the New York State 
Office for the Aging - The 
mission of the New York 
State Office for the Ag-
ing (NYSOFA) is to help 
older New Yorkers be as 
independent as possible for 
as long as possible through 
advocacy, development and 
delivery of person-cen-
tered, consumer-oriented, 
and cost-effective policies, 
programs, and services that 
support and empower older 
adults and their families, in 
partnership with the net-
work of public and private 
organizations that serve 
them. Stay connected to the 
New York State Office for 
the Aging—download the 
NYSOFA mobile app for 
iOS or Android; visit the 
NYSOFA Facebook page; 
follow @NYSAGING on 
Twitter; or visit www.ag-
ing.ny.gov.

Statement From Council Member  
Barry S. Grodenchik on Borough-Based Jail

Jonathan Lippman’s report 
determined “that simply 
reducing the inmate popu-
lation, renovating the exist-
ing facilities, or increasing 
resources will not solve the 
deep, underlying issues on 
Rikers Island” and called 
closing the facility “a moral 
imperative.”
    Shifting Rikers’s popu-
lation to borough-based 
jails will directly benefit 
Queens neighborhoods.  
The facility’s current loca-
tion requires inmates to be 
transported in and out at sig-
nificant expense and incon-
venience; they are trekked 
across Queens whenever 

they have court appearances, 
and none of the courthouses 
are close to Rikers.  The new 
Queens jail will be directly 
connected to the criminal 
courthouse in Kew Gardens, 
allowing for the seamless 
transmission of inmates 
between the two buildings.
    Simply put, in addition to 
being more convenient for 
attorneys, family members, 
and other visitors, the new 
facilities will be cleaner, 
safer, more modern, and 
more cost efficient than Rik-
ers.  This decision maintains 
the integrity of our criminal 
justice system and is right 
for Queens.

economy as one of the larg-
est social media platforms 
in the world. It is illegal for 
a business to use its market 
power to engage in anti-
competitive conduct in an 
effort to achieve or maintain 
a monopoly. Our personal 
data is the biggest com-
modity in today’s online 
economy and, as the chief 
law enforcement officer of 
the state, it is my duty to 
ensure Michigan residents’ 
personal data doesn’t con-
tinue to be pillaged in a mo-
nopolist’s quest to control 
social media and advertising 
markets.”
Mississippi Attorney Gen-
eral Jim Hood:
    “Over the past year, I have 
raised concerns of potential 
barriers to competition and 
decreases in the quality 
of service when consumer 
data is concentrated in the 
hands of only a few. In this 
investigation, we will de-
termine whether Facebook 
has restrained trade, thereby 
reducing the quality of con-
sumers’ choices or increas-
ing the price of advertising.”
Missouri Attorney General 
Eric Schmidt:
    “Even the biggest of the 
big tech companies should 
be held accountable, and 
that’s what we’re seeking to 
do with this investigation. 
This coalition of attorneys 
general will investigate 
Facebook’s business prac-
tices to determine whether 
they engaged in anticompet-
itive behavior, put user data 
at risk, reduced consumer 
choice, and more.”

North Carolina Attorney 
General Josh Stein:
    “I’m increasingly con-
cerned about the way the 
internet has come to be 
dominated by a few ma-
jor tech companies. When 
companies in any industry 
get too big and too power-
ful, they can use that power 
to harm their consumers 
and to damage markets. We 
need to protect competition 
in markets so that consumer 
benefit from choices, so that 
their privacy is protected, 
and to ensure that the next 
generation of tech innova-
tors aren’t snuffed out by 
their powerful competitors.” 
Ohio Attorney General 
Dave Yost:
    “Dominance of big tech 
is changing the way we live 
and how society is shaped. 
This is a time for fact find-
ing and careful thought and 
I am fully committed to the 
process.” 
Pennsylvania At torney 
General Josh Shapiro:
    “Facebook is a dominant 
force in the social media in-
dustry, and with that domi-
nance comes an obligation 
to ensure their practices 
are not stifling competition. 
Our bipartisan coalition of 
46 of my Attorney General 
colleagues will follow the 
evidence wherever it leads, 
and we will not hesitate to 
take action to protect the 
rights of consumers.”
South Carolina Attorney 
General Alan Wilson:
    “Competition built this 
country and free and com-
petitive markets are im-
portant for social media 
platforms. We are part of 

a bipartisan group investi-
gating whether Facebook 
violated any state or federal 
laws. To ensure that there is 
meaningful market-based 
competition, we will work 
exhaustively to verify that 
companies follow the law.”
Virginia Attorney General 
Mark Herring:
    “Big tech and social 
media companies like Face-
book must comply with 
anti-trust laws that promote 
competition and choice, 
and consumer protection 
laws that guard the privacy 
and personal data of users. 
Given Facebook’s nearly 
unprecedented inf luence 
in so many sectors of the 
economy and political pro-
cess, this bipartisan coali-
tion of attorneys general 
is committed to ensuring 
that Facebook is complying 
with the law and meeting its 
obligations.”
Wisconsin Attorney Gen-
eral Josh Kaul:
    “When competition is 
blocked, innovation can 
be stif led and consumers 
are harmed. Facebook, like 
every other company, must 
comply with our antitrust 
laws, and this investigation 
is looking into whether it 
has. No one is above the 
law.”
District of Columbia Attor-
ney General Karl A. Racine:
    “The District of Columbia 
has joined this investiga-
tion to ensure Facebook is  
giving a fair shake to Dis-
trict residents and the Amer-
ican people. No company 
gets a pass if it throttles 
competitors and exploits 
consumers.” 

Attorney General James Gives Update on  
Facebook Antitrust Investigation

hosting early voting sites 
in our community.”
     Council Member Paul 
Vallone said “I encourage 
our New Yorkers to take 
advantage of early voting, 
which makes it easier for 
residents to be active par-
ticipants in our democracy. 
Here in Northeast Queens, 
we fought for the KCS 
Headquarters to be one of 
the over 200 early voting 
sites in the state that will 
officially open on Satur-
day. With an accessible 
early voting location in the 
district, residents will no 
longer have to choose be-
tween casting a ballot and 
school, work or other com-
mitments. I thank the New 
York State Legislature for 
leading the charge on this 
important change.”
     Linda Lee, Execu-
tive Director, KCS said, 
“We are thrilled to have 
this opportunity to be an 
early voting site. Voting 
is an extremely important 
part of civic engagement, 
and this process will give 
more access to community 
members to participate and 

make their voices heard. 
We will continue to spread 
the word that early voting 
is now available in New 
York City and partner with 
our local government and 
community leaders to en-
sure maximum participa-
tion during the general 
election.”
     This year, the State Leg-
islature passed measures 
to improve access to the 
polls by modernizing New 
York’s voting system. The 
package of legislation in-
cluded a bill to create a nine 
day early voting period for 
residents to vote in per-
son prior to any primary, 
special or general election 
day. To offset the cost of 
additional poll hours, the 
2019-2020 State Budget 
included $10 million to 
help counties implement 
the changes. 
     In May, the BOE released 
a list of 38 approved early 
voting poll sites that includ-
ed only seven in Queens. 
Rozic and Braunstein were 
joined by their Queens col-
leagues in calling on the 
agency to add additional 
sites noting that the BOE 
overlooked a location in 

proximity to their constitu-
ents in Northeast Queens. 
Following their advocacy, 
Queens lawmakers an-
nounced that KCS would 
serve as an early voting 
poll site. 
     Early voting poll sites 
will be open starting Sat-
urday, October 26th during 
the following hours: 
Saturday, Oct. 26: 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 27: 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Monday, Oct. 28: 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 29: 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 30: 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 31: 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 1: 7 a.m. to 
8 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 2: 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 3: 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m.
     Rozic and Braunstein 
are urging voters to partici-
pate during the early vot-
ing period which ends on 
Sunday, November 3rd. To 
identify your nearest site, 
visit https://vote.nyc/page/
early-voting-information.

Rozic, Braunstein: Early Voting Begins October 26th

absorb nearly 1,000,000 
gallons of storm water an-
nually and improve the 
health of Little Neck Bay.”
     A hallmark of The 
Trust for Public Land’s 
playground work, the green 
infrastructure design ele-

ments, such as the turf 
field and permeable pave-
ment, are made possible in 
part through a partnership 
with DEP. They reduce 
storm water runoff that 
can flood streets and over-
whelm sewer systems, al-
lowing untreated water to 
end up in rivers and bays. 

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik Celebrates 
Grand Opening for New Playground at P.S. 221Q

Each playground absorbs 
hundreds of thousands of 
gallons of water annually 
and includes new trees that 
bring shade and better air 
quality to their neighbor-
hoods. Similar playgrounds 
are also being designed in 
the Bronx River and Flush-
ing Bay watersheds.

(Continued from page 6)
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LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICESLEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES
Rima and Sayeed LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/3/2019. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 207-07 
Hillside Ave., Queens Village, 
NY 11427. General Purpose. 
9/19,26,10/3,10,17&24/2019

5 8 - 3 4  F R E S H  P O N D 
ROAD LLC. Ar ts. of Org. 
f i l ed  w i t h  t he  SS N Y on 
07/03/19. Of f ice: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against  i t 
may be served. SSNY shall 
ma i l  copy  o f  p rocess  to 
the LLC,  19 Tudor  Rose 
Terrace, Mahwah, NJ 07430. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
PHYLISHANYC, LLC. Arts. 
of Org. f iled with Secy. of 
S ta te  o f  NY (SSNY )  on 
03/04/2019. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: c/o The LLC, 
153-01 Jamaica Avenue, Apt. 
238, Jamaica, NY 11432. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

N o t i c e  o f  F o r m a t i o n : 
ALTHEAMED PARTNERS, 
LLC, Art. Of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/09/2019. Office Loc.: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 136-68 
ROOSEVELT AVENUE SUITE 
603 FLUSHING, NY 11354 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

Notice of Formation of BIG 
FELLA SWAGG LIMITED 
LIABILITY COMPANY. Arts. 
of Org. f iled with Secy. of 
S ta te  o f  NY (SSNY )  on 
06/13/2019. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mai l  process to: c /o The 
LLC, 163-27 130th Avenue, 
11B, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
BYGENY LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 09/04/2019. 
O f f i ce  loc at ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: c /o The LLC, 
190 Beach 69th Street, Apt. 
7G,  A r verne,  NY 11692. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

Notice of Formation of HALAL 
RESTAURANT VENTURES 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/16/19. Office location: 
Queens County.  Princ. office 
of LLC: 10 -02 34th Ave., 
Astor ia, NY 11106. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to the LLC at 
the addr. of its princ. office. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
10/10,17,24,31,11/7&14/2019

Notice of formation of PINK 
AMONG MEN LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 02/28/2019. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail 
copy of process against LLC 
to: 35-48 34th Street, #2D, 
Long Island City, NY 11106. 
Purpose: any law ful  act . 
10/10,17,24,31,11/7&14/2019

Notice of formation Sign of 
Strength, LLC. Ar ticles of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New 
York SSNY on 10/02/19. Office 
located in Queens. SSNY has 
been designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC 56-11 94th 
St 1-K Elmhurst NY, 11373. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
10/10,17,24,31,11/7&14/2019

Notice of formation of 6828 
DARTMOUTH STREET LLC. 
Arts of Org filed with Secy 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
05/06/2019. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent upon 
whom process may be served 
and shall mail copy of process 
against LLC to: 70-35 Juno 
Street, Forest Hills, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any law ful  act . 
10/10,17,24,31,11/7&14/2019

Notice of Formation of Liberty 
Psychological Services, PLLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of 
State of NY (SSNY) on 09/11/19.  
Office location: Queens County.  
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: c/o Ingmar 
Gorman, M.D., 71-17 Woodside 
Ave. Apt# 3C, Flushing, NY  
11377.  Purpose: to practice 
the profession of psychology 
and any lawful act ivit ies. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

Notice of formation of 73-07 
169TH STREET, LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 9/18/19. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail 
copy of process against LLC 
to: 40 Cuttermill Rd., Ste. 
504, Great Neck, NY 11021. 
Purpose: any law ful  ac t . 
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

Agios Realty LLC, Ar ts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 8/30/2019. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against may 
be served & shall mail process 
to 31-30 48th St., Astoria, 
NY 11103. General Purpose. 
9/19,26,10/3,10,17&24/2019

116-19 148 STREET LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 8/16/19. Office in Queens 
Co. SSNY design. Agent of LLC 
upon whom process may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to The LLC 449 E 192nd 
ST 1st FL Bronx, NY 10457. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity.  
9/26,10/3,10,17,24&31/2019

Notice of formation of limited 
liability company (LLC). Name: 
DEGU GAMES, LLC. Articles 
of Organization f i led with 
Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on 07/31/2019. NY 
office location: Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. The post office address 
to which the SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process against 
the LLC served upon him/
her is PAUL BLIEKA, 33-24 
200TH STREET, BAYSIDE, 
NY 11361. Purpose/character 
of LLC: Any Lawful Purpose. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

WD 849 53RD LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/10/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
aga ins t  may  be  se r ved 
& sha l l  mai l  p rocess to 
Wendell De Souza Soares, 
3519 Leavitt St., Flushing, 
NY 11354. General Purpose. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
OGUNDA MULTI SERVICES 
LLC.  A r t s .  o f  O rg .  f i l ed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(S S N Y )  o n  0 6 / 0 6 / 2 017. 
O f f i c e  l oc at i on:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved.  SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: c/o The LLC, 69-
38 44th Avenue, Woodside, 
N Y  1 1 3 7 7 .  P u r p o s e : 
A n y  l a w f u l  p u r p o s e . 
9/19,26,10/3,10,17&24/2019

61-51 Borden Ave LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 8/14/2019. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Chris Paccione, 
57-23 63 St., Maspeth, NY 
11378. General Purpose. 
10/3,10,17,24,31&11/7/2019

SUMMONS AND NOTICE 
Supreme Court of New York, 
QUEENS County. DEUTSCHE 
BANK NATIONAL TRUST 
COMPANY, AS TRUSTEE 
FOR SOUNDVIEW HOME 
L O A N  T R U S T  2 0 0 7 - 

WMCI ,  ASSET BACKED 
CERTIFICATES, SERIES 
2 0 0 7- W M C I ,  P l a i n t i f f , 
- a g a i n s t -  B I B I   K H A N  
AK A BIBI   MOONZ ALLE  
K H A N ;   K U Y U M E 
A Z I M U L L A ;  S E E R E N A 
MANGAR;  CITY  OF  NEW 
YORK ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONTROL BOARD; JOHN 
WASTSON LLC AKA  JOHN 
WATSON  #1  LLC   AND  
MORTGAGE ELECTRONIC  
R E G I S T R AT I O N ,  I N C . , 
AS NOMINEE FOR WMC   
MORTGAGE  CORP;  “JOHN  
DOE    #1”      th rough 
“JOHN  DOE  #10,”  said 
names being f ictitious and 
unknown to plaintiff, intended 
to be possible tenants or 
occupants of the premises, 
or corporat ions, persons, 
or other entities having or 
c la iming a l ien upon the 
mortgaged premises, Index 
No. 701026/2018. Mortgaged 
Premises:  101- 46  110 th 
S t reet ,  South  R ichmond 
Hill, New York 11419 Venue: 
Queens County (based on 
the situs of the Mortgaged 
Premises) TO THE ABOVE 
NAMED DEFENDANTS: YOU 
ARE HEREBY SUMMONDED 
to answer the complaint in 
this action and to serve a 
copy of your answer, or, if 
the complaint is not served 
with this summons, to serve 
a notice of appearance, on 
the Plaintiff’s attorneys within 
twenty (20) days af ter the 
service of this summons, 
exclusive of the day of service 
(or within thirty (30) days after 
the service is complete if this 
summons is not personally 
delivered to you within the 
State of New York); and in 
case of your failure to appear 
or answer, judgement will be 
taken against you by default 
fo r  the  re l ie f  demanded 
in the complaint. NOTICE 
YOU ARE IN DANGER OF 
LOSING YOUR HOME IF 
YOU DO NOT RESPOND 
TO THIS SUMMONS AND 
COMPLAINT BY SERVING A 
COPY OF THE ANSWER ON 
THE ATTORNEY FOR THE 
MORTGAGE COMPANY WHO 
FILED THIS FORECLOSURE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST 
YO U  A N D  F I L I N G  T H E 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT, 
A DEFAULT JUDGMENT MAY 
BE ENTERED AND YOU CAN 
LOSE YOUR HOME. SPEAK 
TO AN ATTORNEY OR GO TO 
THE COURT WHERE YOUR 
CASE IS PENDING FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
ON HOW TO ANSWER THE 
SUMMONS AND PROTECT 
YOUR PROPERTY. SENDING 
A  PAY M E N T  TO  YO U R 
M O RTG AG E C O M PA N Y 
W I L L  N OT  STO P  T H I S 
FORECLOSURE ACTION. 
YO U  M U S T  R E S P O N D 
BY SERVING A COPY OF 
TH E A NSW ER O N TH E 
AT T O R N E Y  F O R  T H E 
PL AINTIFF (MORTGAGE 
COMPANY) AND FILING THE 
ANSWER WITH THE COURT.
FRIEDMAN VARTOLO, LLP 
85 Broad Street, Suite 501, 
New York, New York 10004, 
Attorneys for Plaintiff.
10/3,10,17&24/2019

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
SETOBURRITO LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 05/28/2019. 
O f f i ce  loc at ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process 
may be served and shall mail 
copy of process against LLC 
to: 47-20 Center Blvd., #517, 
Long Island City, NY 11109. 
Purpose: any law ful  ac t . 
10/17,24,31,11/7,14&21/2019

Notice of Formation of THE 
JACKSON RMB LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 6/21/18. 
O f f i ce  loc at ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: c /o The LLC, 
44- 45 Vernon Blvd, Long 
I s l a n d  C i t y,  N Y  11101. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/17,24,31,11/7,14&21/2019

Notice of Formation: L & L 
Empire, LLC Ar t. Of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 10/03/2019. 
Office Loc.: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: 133-47 Sanford Ave. Apt 
13E FLUSHING, NY 11355 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
10/17,24,31,11/7,14&21/2019

Notice is hereby given that a 
License, number 1321135 for 
beer, cider, liquor and wine 
has been applied for by the 
undersigned to sell beer, cider, 
liquor and wine at retail in a 
restaurant under the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Law at 
35-55 31st Street, Astoria, 
NY 11106 for on premises 
consumption LLANERO CORP 
DBA CHANO’S CANTINA. 
10/17&24/2019

197-19 JAMAICA AVE LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 9/27/2019. 
Cty: QUEENS. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to HENRI 
OLIBRICE, 51 ARGYLE RD., 
APT. D6, BROOKLYN, NY 
11218. General  Purpose. 
10/17,24,31,11/7,14&21/2019

CITY KIDZ 736 LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 08/28/19. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 33 Ivy 
Close, Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
10/24,31,11/7,14,21&28/2019

OZONE SELF STORAGE LLC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 10/8/2019. 
Office in Queens Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC whom 
process may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail process to 110 Bi-
County Blvd., Farmingdale, NY 
11735.  Purpose: Any lawful 
purpose. Principal business 
locat ion:  102-34 At lant ic 
Ave., Ozone Park, NY 11416. 
10/24,31,11/7,14,21&28/2019

D R I V E R  &  P L I E R 
INNOVATIONS LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 6/12/2019. Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to RONNI 
MENDEZ, 50-15 101ST., 2ND 
FLR, CORONA, NY 11368-
3116 .  Genera l  Pur pose. 
10/24,31,11/7,14,21&28/2019

Notice of Formation: 13101 
40TH RD 11R LLC Articles 
of Organization f i led with 
Secretary of State of New 
York (SSNY) on September 
2019. Of f ice loc: Queens 
County SSNY designated for 
service of process. SSNY shall 
mail copies of any process 
served against the LLC to 
131-01 40th Road, Unit 11R, 
Flushing, NY 11354. Purpose: 
Any lawful purpose or activity. 
10/24,31,11/7,14,21&28/2019

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
E X C L U S I V E  H O M E 
IMPROVEMENT LLC. Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 06/19/2019. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail copy 
of process against LLC to: 91-11 
216 Street, Queens Village, NY 
11428. Purpose: any lawful act. 
10/24,31,11/7,14,21&28/2019

Notice of formation of 851 E 
167TH STREET LLC Arts of 
Org filed with Secy of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 09/19/2019. 
Of f ice locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent upon whom process may 
be served and shall mail copy of 
process against LLC to: 123-12 
Jamaica Avenue, Queens, NY 
11418. Purpose: any lawful act. 
10/24,31,11/7,14,21&28/2019

AYVIS LLC. Arts. of Org. filed 
with the SSNY on 09/19/19. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
LLC, c/o Stewart Ayvaliotis,P.O. 
Box 84, Tenafly, NJ 07670. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
10/24,31,11/7,14,21&28/2019

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
B I L I N G U A L  S P E E C H -
LANGUAGE THERAPEUTICS  
PLLC Arts of Org filed with 
Secy of State of NY (SSNY) 
o n  0 8 / 2 3 / 2 019 .  O f f i c e 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
upon whom process may be 
served and shall mail copy of 
process against LLC to: 104-40 
Queens Blvd, Forest Hills, NY 
11375. Purpose: any lawful act. 
10/24,31,11/7,14,21&28/2019

GJET REALTY COMPANY, 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
6/26/2000. Cty: QUEENS. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
w h o m  p r o c e s s  a g a i n s t 
may be served & shall mail 
process to ANASTASIOS 
KARANGUNIS, 25-29 49TH 
ST, LONG ISLAND CITY, 
NY 11103. General Purpose. 
10/24,31,11/7,14,21&28/2019



PAGE 12 THE QUEENS TIMES THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2019

Councilman Ulrich Joins Chef Kymani Runcie for Food 
Demo at Richmond Hill Farmer’s Market

The Farmer’s Market, Funded by 
the Councilman, Gives Residents 
Access to Fresh Produce from 
Local Farmers

     Councilman Eric Ulrich teamed 
up with esteemed chef Kymani 
Runcie of Pa-Nash for a food 
demonstration at the Richmond 
Hill Farmer’s Market. The duo 
prepared a Farro Bowl - a vegan 
dish - using fresh ingredients from 
locally-sourced farmers available 
at the Market. Attendees also had 
the opportunity to sample their 
creation! 
     Last year, Ulrich was instru-
mental in bringing the first-ever 
Farmer’s Market to Richmond Hill. 

The Councilman allocated $20,000 
for the new market and partnered 
with Grow NYC for a second year, 
giving residents direct access to 
fresh fruit and vegetables from 

locally-sourced farmers. Situated 
near the Buddy Monument in Forest 
Park, the market will return every 
Saturday running through Novem-
ber 23, from 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

Assemblywoman Catherine Nolan  
Met With Captain Victoria Perry, The 
Commanding Officer of The 104th Pct.

Pictured: Assemblywoman Nolan with Captain Perry and Diane Ballek. 

“It was great to meet Captain Per-
ry and discuss many issues about 
our community” said Assembly-
woman Catherine Nolan.  “The 
104 is lucky to get such a talented 
leader, only the second woman 

to be the CO in our area.  I look 
forward to working with Captain 
Perry and to all the dedicated men 
and woman of the 104th Precinct 
to keep the quality of life of our 
community strong.”

Pheffer Amato Races Colleagues at the 
2019 Legislative Challenge Harness Race

    Recently, Assemblywoman 
Stacey Pheffer Amato (D-South 
Queens) joined her colleagues at 
the 2019 Legislative Challenge har-
ness race at Yonkers Raceway. The 
race was attended by sixteen leg-
islators from the NYS Senate and 
Assembly respectively, running 
in four separate “before-the-card” 
races throughout the day, with as-
sistance from the Raceway’s lead-
ing experienced drivers. The event 
was  organized by the Raceway, its 
race office, the horse drivers, along 
with the Standardbred Owners 
Association of New York. Weeks 
before the race, Pheffer Amato 
received an introduction training 
from the horse trainers at Yonkers 

Raceway to tour and learn about 
their facility along with the work 
and intensive care that is provided 
to every race horse.  
    “This was a wonderful op-
portunity to see what the harness 
drivers really do, and how they 
interact with their horses daily. 
The horses along with the drivers 
are insane athletes- with a very 
specific skill set- that I never truly 
appreciated until I was behind the 
reins,” Assemblywoman Stacey 
Pheffer Amato said. “I am grate-
ful to Yonkers and MGM for this 
eye-opening opportunity, and the 
experience of seeing how the driv-
ers, racehorses, and facility works 
together for these races.”


