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Sen. Gillibrand Joins Pres. Biden at 
The White House For Signing of Her 

Bipartisan Protecting America’s  
First Responders Act

     U.S. Senator Kirsten Gil-
librand joined President Biden 
at the White House for the of-
ficial signing of the Protecting 
America’s First Responders Act 
of 2021 (PAFRA) into law, which 
unanimously passed the Senate in 
November. This law will ensure 
first responders and law enforce-

ment disabled in the line of duty 
will be guaranteed prompt ac-
cess to benefits. Senator Charles 
Grassley (R-IA) is the Senate 
co-lead.
     “Today is a monumental day 
for our first responders and law 

Northeast Queens Electeds Announce Liquor License 
Suspension at Kloud Tequila Grill in Auburndale

     Assemblyman Edward Braun-
stein (D-Bayside) and Senator 
John Liu announced that the 
New York State Liquor Au-
thor ity (SLA) has off icially 

suspended the license of “Silk 
Hookah Lounge LLC,” known 
as Kloud Tequila Gr il l and 
Hookah Lounge. Effective im-
mediately, no alcohol is allowed 

to be sold or consumed on the 
premises at 192-08 Northern 
Boulevard.

House of Representatives Passes Build Back Better 
Bill That Raises SALT Deductions Cap From  

$10,000 to $80,000

The U.S. House of Representatives took a major step toward repealing the 
SALT cap Friday when it passed the Build Back Better bill. See story on page 2.
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.
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enforcement officers who risk 
their health and lives to keep us 
safe,” said Senator Gillibrand. 
“The Protecting America’s First 
Responders Act will establish a 
clear framework to ensure our 
nation’s heroes who have died or 
become permanently disabled in 
the line of duty are able to have 
their disability claims processed 
in a timely manner, and ensures 
that their families remain eligible 
for the additional benefits they’ve 
been promised. We owe a great 
deal to our veterans and we ap-
plaud President Biden for uphold-
ing this promise and signing this 
bill into law.”

     “The daily work of f irst 
responders around the country 
makes our communities better 
and safer. They exemplify the 
best our nation has to offer, but 
often face significant risks. Our 
legislation will curb the bureau-
cratic hurdles and cut the unac-
ceptable delays that too many 
families of first responders have 
faced after a loved one makes the 
ultimate sacrifice,” said Senator 
Grassley.
     Congress first established the 
Public Safety Officers’ Benefits 
(PSOB) program in 1976 to pro-
vide death benefits to survivors 
of officers who die in the line of 
duty. Over the years, the law has 
been amended to provide disabil-

ity and education benefits, and to 
expand the pool of officers who 
are eligible for these benefits. 
However, the program has been 
marked by delayed adjudication 
of death and disability claims. In 
some cases, claims have taken 
years to process, and a lack of 
Justice Department guidelines for 
adjudicating disability claims has 
led to inconsistent results. To ad-
dress delays in processing claims, 
the Protecting America’s First 
Responders Act of 2021 (S. 1511) 
updates the PSOB program’s dis-
ability definition to ensure that 
officers who are permanently 
unable to secure employment 
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Northeast Queens Electeds Announce Liquor License 
Suspension at Kloud Tequila Grill in Auburndale

     The business has been the source 
of numerous health, safety and 
quality of life concerns in recent 
months. Local residents and small 
business owners have reported a 
host of disturbing issues, including 
the sale of alcohol to intoxicated 
patrons, public urination, drag 
racing, public sex acts, loud music 
and littering.
     On November 13th, concerns 
escalated when a shooting that 
left two people wounded occurred 
outside of the business. The NYPD 
investigation determined that the 
shooting followed an altercation 
where patrons were denied entry 
during a private party taking place 
inside. Officers apprehended a 19 
year old with a loaded firearm at 
the scene.
     While the license suspension 
is an important step in the right 
direction, Braunstein, Liu and 
civic leaders are calling on the SLA 
to permanently revoke Kloud’s 
license in order to protect the wel-
fare of the Auburndale community.
     “The issues involving Kloud Te-
quila Grill extend well beyond un-
neighborly behavior. For months, 
the local community has been rais-

ing concerns that the ownership 
and patrons of this establishment 
were engaged in activity that se-
verely compromised public health 
and safety,” said Assemblyman Ed-
ward Braunstein. “While the SLA’s 
ruling to suspend Kloud’s liquor 
license is a good first start, more 
needs to be done. I continue to 
urge the SLA to do the right thing 
by the Auburndale community 
and permanently revoke Kloud’s 
license. Enough is enough.”
     “Now that SLA has pulled their 
liquor license, we can say with con-
fidence that the forecast for Kloud 
Tequila Grill is dark and stormy,” 
said Senator John Liu. “The recent 
gun violence of the last week was 
the last straw for the state, but our 
community knew Kloud was dan-
gerous from the beginning. Any 
business that operates with such 
blatant disregard for their neigh-
bors should take warning that our 
community won’t stand for it, and 
we will fight tooth and nail to make 
sure our neighborhoods are safe.”
     “On behalf of the Auburndale 
Northern Association, I’d like to 
thank Assemblyman Ed Braun-
stein and Senator John Liu’s tire-
less efforts to ensure the public 
safety and quality of life of our 

community,” said Auburndale 
Northern Association Member 
Alexandra Han. “This outcome 
clearly demonstrates that when 
people get together and take action, 
we can achieve great things. While 
we are grateful for this temporary 
suspension, there were plenty 
of warning signs before the gun 
violence of last week. We urge the 
NYS Liquor Authority to continue 
to do the right thing by fully revok-
ing Kloud (Silk)’s liquor license.”
     “CB 11 has been fielding 
complaints and dealing with the 
fallout from many quality of life 
disturbances from the bar known 
as Kloud Tequila Grill for months, 
and are outraged by the recent 
escalation of community violence 
that has spilled out of the establish-
ment and into the neighborhood,” 
said Community Board 11 District 
Manager Joseph Marziliano. “The 
Board office will continue to work 
with State Senator Liu and Assem-
bly Member Braunstein to rally the 
various city and state agencies to 
enforce the laws and hold Kloud 
accountable.”
     The SLA has indicated that it 
intends to seek the permanent can-
cellation or revocation of Kloud’s 
license.

House of Representatives Passes Build Back Better 
Bill That Raises SALT Deductions Cap From  

$10,000 to $80,000
(Continued from page 1)

     The House voted to dramati-
cally increase the cap, which 
limits the deductibility of state 
and local taxes, CBS2’s Caro-
lyn Gusoff reported.
     “Wow, that’s fantast ic. 
That’s really great,” said home-
owner Carolyn Coleman, elated 
to hear about the deal.
“No SALT, no deal” was the 
mantra of Rep. Tom Suozzi, 
who represents parts of Long 
Island and Queens. Suozzi led 
a coalition to reverse the 2017 
tax cap on the deductibility of 
state and local taxes. “It’s ba-
sic fairness. You shouldn’t be 
taxed on taxes you’ve already 
paid,” Suozzi said. 
     Suozzi hailed the vote as 
a “big victory” after years of 
salt in the wounds of high-
taxed New Yorkers, essentially 
double-taxed, not allowed to 
deduct more than $10,000. 

     The House raised the SALT 
deduct ion f rom $10,000 to 
$80,000. “Of course it makes 
a difference, absolutely. It’s 
about time they repealed it,” 
said David Wayne of Nor th 
Bellmore.
     The vote was blasted by the 
Republican National Commit-
tee as “a huge tax cut for the 
wealthiest Amer icans,” and 
“a bail out for blue state bil-
lionaires.”
But on Long Island, even mod-
est property tax bills are more 
than $10,000.
     “Folks in Washington, D.C. 
don’t understand that a family 
that makes $250,000 a year here 
is not rich,” said Kyle Strober, 
director of the Association for 
Better Long Island.
     “Someone in the 24% brack-
et, for instance, which would be 
a lot of families on Long Island, 
if all of the sudden they’re now 
able to deduct $30,000 of state 

and local taxes instead of 10, 
that could be nearly a $5,000 
savings,” said Jeffrey Levine 
f rom Buckingham St rategic 
Wealth.
     Rep. Lee Zeldin, who rep-
resents par ts of Long Island 
and did not vote for the bill, 
said, “My position in support 
of raising or eliminating the 
SALT deduction cap has not 
changed. I am a cosponsor of 
legislation to repeal the SALT 
deduction cap and am a found-
ing member of the bipartisan 
SALT Caucus.”
     The measure heads next to 
the U.S. Senate, where changes 
could be made, including re-
stricting the relief to those who 
make less than $400,000.
     If the Senate makes changes, 
the whole bill would head back 
to the House for another vote. 
To that, Suozzi also says no 
SA LT, no deal .  The House 
measure expands the SALT cap
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AG James Provides Tips to Con-
sumers to Avoid Being Tricked 
into Unwanted Charges  

AG James Warns Industries That 
New York Law Requires Most 
Industries to Allow Consumers 
Who Enroll Online to Cancel 
Online

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James has issued an alert 
to New Yorkers reminding them 
to take precaution when presented 
with deceptive marketing offers 
that may unwittingly result in 
recurring charges. This kind of 
marketing, known as negative 
option marketing, comes in sev-
eral forms. Each contains a term 
or condition under which a seller 
interprets a consumer’s silence or 
failure to take affirmative action 
to reject a good or service or to 
cancel the agreement as accep-
tance or continuing acceptance 
of the offer. 
     “Consumers should never 
be tricked into paying recurring 
charges for goods and services 
that they are not aware of and 
did not authorize,” said Attorney 
General James. “As consumers 
continue to suffer the financial 
harms of COVID-19, the last thing 
companies should be doing is 
making it harder for consumers to 
end a service. We encourage any 
consumer who has been unwit-
tingly trapped by these offers to 
file a complaint with our office, 
as we will do everything in our 
power to protect New Yorkers’ 
wallets.”  
     One example of negative option 
marketing involves a so-called 
“free” or low-priced trial offer, 
where consumers are offered a 
trial period of a product or service. 
To receive the trial, consumers are 
required to submit their payment 
information, such as a credit or 
debit card number. However, the 
trial has additional terms and 
conditions — which may not be 
clearly or conspicuously disclosed 
to the consumer — stating that un-
less consumers cancel the goods 
or services by a certain date they 
are agreeing to continue to receive 
and pay for them. Often, once 

consumers discover that they have 
been unwittingly charged, many 
companies make it difficult to 
cancel, resulting in consumers 
incurring additional charges until 
they succeed or give up trying.
     The Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) recently issued guidance 
on this topic, which provides 
consumers and businesses with 
the FTC’s interpretations of fed-
eral laws and regulations in this 
area. Earlier this year, New York’s 
Automatic Renewal Statute, GBL 
§ 527-a, became effective, which 
provides important consumer 
protections and adds to the tools 
available to the Office of the At-
torney General (OAG) to combat 
problems with this type of mar-
keting. 
Under both federal guidance and 
New York’s laws, businesses 
engaged in these negative option 
marketing tactics must follow 
three key requirements
•    Clear and Conspicuous Dis-
closures 
•    Material terms of the offer must 
include, among other notices: 
•    That consumers will be charged 
for the good or service and how 
much,
•    That those charges will in-
crease after any applicable trial 
period ends, 
•    That the charges will be made 
on a recurring basis, unless the 
consumer timely takes steps to 
prevent or stop such charges in a 
timely manner, if applicable, and
•    How to prevent or stop such 
charges. 
•    Internet disclosures should be 
unavoidable, meaning consumers 
need not take any action, such as 
clicking on a hyperlink or hover-
ing over an icon to see it.
•    Written disclosures, including 
on the Internet, should appear im-
mediately adjacent to the means of 
recording consumer consent to the 
negative option feature and should 
appear before consumers make a 
decision to buy.
•    Informed Consent 
•    The consumer’s acceptance of 
the negative option offer should 
be obtained separately from any 
other portion of the entire trans-
action and should not include any 

information that interferes with, 
detracts from, contradicts, or 
otherwise undermines the consent 
process.
•    A “pre-checked box” does not 
constitute affirmative consent.
•    Simple Cancellation Processes: 
•    It must be just as easy to cancel 
as it was to sign up.
•    Consumers should be allowed, 
at minimum, to cancel using the 
same method they used to enroll, 
i.e. if consumers accept an offer 
online, they should be able to 
cancel online.
•    Consumers should not be 
subject to new offers or attempts 
to “save the sale” that impose 
unreasonable delays on the can-
cellation effort.
•    New York requires most indus-
tries that allow consumers to pur-
chase goods or services via online 
enrollment to allow consumers to 
cancel online as well.
     In December 2019, Attorney 
General James co-led a coalition 
of 23 attorneys general from 
around the nation in urging the 
FTC to adopt greatly needed regu-
lations to prevent consumers from 
being deceived by negative option 
marketing schemes. In a letter 
to the agency, Attorney General 
James and the coalition argued 
for the FTC to use its rulemaking 
authority to further expand exist-
ing negative option regulations. 
As part of its recommendations, 
the coalition recommended that 
consumers should be allowed to 
cancel their membership using the 
same method they used to enroll. 
The FTC guidance issued late 
last month states that the FTC is 
still considering various options, 
including rule amendments. 
     Consumers who feel they have 
fallen victim to a negative option 
marketing scheme are encouraged 
to file a complaint on the OAG 
website or call (800) 771-7755.
The OAG has also settled a num-
ber of matters involving deceptive 
recurring fee-based membership 
programs, including settlements 
with dietary supplement manufac-
turers, an online language learn-
ing program, an online apparel 
seller, and a credit monitoring 
program.

AG James Issues Warning Against Marketing Schemes 
Aimed at Trapping Consumers into Recurring Payments

Assemblyman Weprin, Students And Parents Rally to Save 
The United Nations International School

     Assemblyman David I. Weprin 
joined over 75 attendees recently 
to speak against the announced 
closure of the United Nations In-
ternational School (UNIS), which 
has operated since 1947. Speakers 
at the rally included current and 
former staff, parents, students, and 
local government leaders.
     The sudden and unexpected 
announcement of the closure of 
UNIS Queens at the conclusion 
of the 2020 – 2021 academic year 
represents a tremendous loss for 
the community. Over 100 families 

are currently served by the United 
Nations International School and 
the students have incredible op-
portunities to learn and grow in a 
unique environment.
     “It has been a difficult few 
years. I don’t know all the factors 
that went into making the decision 
to close, but I hope that we can 
come together and find creative 
solutions to the challenges we’re 
facing,” said Assemblyman David 
Weprin. “I hope that a construc-
tive dialogue can be held between 
parents, staff, the student body, 

and school leadership. And I 
hope that we can come together 
to find creative solutions, engage 
in constructive dialogue, and I 
especially hope the decision to 
close UNIS Queens will be recon-
sidered and reversed.”
     Assemblyman Weprin, who 
represents the 24th New York 
State Assembly District where 
UNIS Queens is located, has 
written to UN Secretary-General 
António Guterres asking for a 
delay and reconsideration of the 
decision. 

following a catastrophic injury 
in the line of duty remain eligible 
for benefits. Before today’s sign-
ing, disability or death benefits 
were provided in the form of a 

one-time lump sum payment, 
adjusted yearly based on the 
consumer price index. This new 
law will now require the benefit 
award amount to be based on the 
date of the adjudication rather 
than the date of the injury to 

account for increases in the cost 
of living that may occur during 
lengthy adjudication periods. 
The bill also expands DOJ’s 
subpoena authority to more ef-
ficiently secure records needed 
to evaluate claims.

en. Gillibrand Joins Pres. Biden at The White House . . .

NYC lowest COVID-19 positivity 
Rate in New York State

     New York City was once 
the epicenter of the coronavirus 
pandemic, now NYC can boast 
of having the lowest COVID-19 
positivity rate of any region in the 
Empire State, according to state 
Health Department data.
     The weekly average COVID-19 
positivity rate in the Big Apple is 
1.16 percent as of Monday, less 
than half the statewide average 
of 2.65 percent.
     By comparison, the positiv-
ity rate was 6.4 percent in the 
Buffalo-Western NY region, 
6.68 percent in the Finger Lakes, 
5.51 percent in the Mohawk Val-
ley, 4.59 percent in the Albany 
Capital Region, 4.65 percent in 
the Syracuse-Central NY region, 
3.64 percent in the Southern Tier, 
2.5 percent in Long Island and 
1.92 percent in the Hudson Valley.
     The seven-day average for 
COVID-19 positivity in both 
The Bronx and Manhattan were 
slightly under 1 percent, Queens 
1.24 percent, Brooklyn 1.31 per-
cent and Staten Island1.44 per-

cent; and, the US Centers for 
Disease Control figures state that 
58,413 New Yorkers died from 
COVID-19.
     Gov. Kathy Hochul said with 
winter approaching, New Yorkers 
must continue to be vigilant and 
get vaccinated.
     “With temperatures dropping 
and New Yorkers spending more 
time inside, it’s vital we all get 
vaccinated,” Hochul said when 
releasing the figures.
     “With 5- to 11-year-olds now 
eligible, all school-aged children 
are now able to get vaccinated and 
we are doing everything we can 
to ensure they do. Not only will it 
protect the community, but there 
are numerous incentive programs 
in place that provide added ben-
efits of getting your shot.”
     The low positivity rate in the 
city comes amid controversy 
over mandates that required all 
municipal government workers 
to get vaccinated; with a separate 
NYS edict that requires health 
care workers to get vaccinated.

Attorney General James: Steps New 
York Can Take to Stop Covid Spread

     With COVID rates rising 
in upstate New York, Attorney 
General Letitia James released a 
set of ideas today that New York 
should take immediately to bring 
the infection rates under control 
and help stop future surges before 
they happen.
     Attorney General James said: 
“We need to change how New 
York operates and that starts with 
big ideas that break up the status 
quo. Sadly, New York has been 
making the same mistakes over 
and over again on COVID. These 
ideas will not only help us address 
the recent spikes, but they will also 
help us plan for the future so that 
we can stop surges before they 
happen. Too many communities 
– especially upstate – are seeing 
spikes in COVID infections and 
the time to act is now.”
     Ideas to Stop the Spread of 
COVID
•    Use Trusted Community Lead-
ers: New Yorkers trust people 
they know. Therefore, New York 
must expand the use of PSAs, text 
messaging, robocalls, emails, and 
DMV records, backed up by trust-
ed community validators from 
vaccine-hesitant communities, 
to remind New Yorkers to get the 
vaccine. These are trusted lead-
ers who have direct relationships 
with their communities. These 
messages must be communicated 
in all the essential languages of 
the state.
•    Census Style Outreach Outside 

Major Cities: Create a census-style 
civilian corps outside the major 
cities where New York state would 
contract with non-profits to hire 
people to go door to door hitting 
high-priority and hard-to-reach 
communities to get New Yorkers 
to sign up for the vaccine.
•    State Buying Power for Home 
Testing: New York should use the 
state’s purchasing power to secure 
millions of at-home tests. After 
the state purchases the tests, make 
them available free for pick up at 
places like libraries, firehouses, 
and schools. The tests should be 
both rapid self-test kits (antigen) 
and self-kits for taking nasal swab 
samples and mailed to a lab for 
PCR results. 
•    Data Integrity of Excelsior 
Pass: Upgrade the Excelsior Pass 
so fewer people are rejected be-
cause of data discrepancy and 
make it easier and faster to add a 
booster shot.
•    Nursing Homes: Step up in-
spection and enforcement at nurs-
ing homes to ensure implementa-
tion of infection control standards, 
adequate staffing, and more health 
and wellness checks for seniors.
•    $200 for Vaccines: Paying in-
dividuals has been a proven way 
to encourage vaccines. New York 
state should follow this model 
and pay people $200 for each new 
vaccination.
•    Double Down on Boosters: 
As of last week, New York had 
among the lowest rates of residents 
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Women’s Basketball Pioneer Lucille Kyvallos Recognized by 
NYC LGBT Historic Sites Project

     On November 18, 2021—Lucille 
Kyvallos Court at Queens College, 
named in honor of pioneering 
women’s collegiate basketball 
figure and Queens native Lucille 
Kyvallos, has been recognized 
by the NYC LGBT Historic Sites 
Project as an example of an LGBT 
person’s contributions to New 
York City and American history.
     Kyvallos served as head coach 
of the Queens College team for 
12 years, including a historic 
game at Madison Square Garden 
in 1975 — the f irst women’s 
collegiate basketball game ever 
played at the famous arena. In 
2017, the basketball court at the 
College’s Fitzgerald Gymnasium 
was renamed Lucille Kyvallos 
Court, making her the first woman 
in New York City to receive such 
an honor. The court has now been 
added to the online map of LGBT 
historic sites across New York 
City created by the NYC LGBT 
Historic Sites Project.
     Amanda Davis, Project Man-
ager, NYC LGBT Historic Sites 
Project: “Lucille Kyvallos is re-
garded as a pioneering figure in 
women’s collegiate basketball. She 
helped grow spectator and media 
interest in the game and helped to 
change the way women viewed 

themselves in sports in spite of 
gender expectations of the time. 
By adding the Lucille Kyvallos 
Court at Queens College to our 
online map, we hope more young 
people and curious minds will see 
it as a site where an LGBT person 
made an impact on sports and New 
York City history.”
     Kyvallos excelled at basketball 
from a young age, playing the 
game with boys on her block at a 
time when participating in sports 

was widely discouraged for girls 
and women. Hired by Queens 
College in 1966, Kyvallos trans-
formed its women’s basketball 
team as head coach from 1968 to 
1981 (with the exception of the 
1979-1980 season). Over time, 
her Queens College team went 
from having few players with high 
school training to becoming a 
model for the development of high 
school girls’ basketball in New 
York City and on Long Island.

Lucille Kyvallos (far left) and players on the Queens College 
women’s basketball team, c. 1970s.Source: “Lucille Kyvallos: 
A Tribute to a Women’s Basketball Pioneer,” Queens Knights.

Con Edison Wins 2021 Reliabilityone® Awards For Reliable 
Service, Dedication to Public Safety

     Con Edison won recognition 
from PA Consulting as the recipient 
of the 2021 ReliabilityOne® Award 
for Outstanding Reliability Perfor-
mance in the Northeast Metropoli-
tan Service Area. The company is 
also a recipient of the Reliability-
One® Outstanding Community 
Safety Award.
 All utilities operating dense electric-
delivery networks in North America 
are eligible for consideration for the 
award for reliability performance in 
a metro area.      The Outstanding 
Community Safety Award is for 
the company that demonstrated an 
extraordinary effort to mitigate out-
ages and increase community safety 
with proactive strategy, processes 
and procedures while achieving high 
levels of community public safety 
awareness and outage prevention.
     “These awards are a tribute to 
all the women and men of Con 
Edison who dedicate themselves to 
providing our customers with the 
safe, reliable service they deserve,” 
said Steven J. Parisi, Con Edison’s 
vice president, Engineering and 
Planning. “It is gratifying to know 
that we continue to provide stel-
lar service while also leading the 
transition to renewables and other 
technologies that will ensure a clean 
energy future.”
     “For 21 years, the Reliability-
One® Awards have highlighted 
outstanding electric utility providers 
who are focused on resiliently build-
ing a more positive future for their 
customers,” said Gregg Edeson, 
PA Consulting’s ReliabilityOne® 
program director. “We are pleased 
to name Con Edison as an industry 
leader for delivering outstanding 
service and restoration efforts while 
balancing customer needs and opti-
mizing investments.”
     There are eight metropolitan 
service regional awards: Northeast, 
Mid-Atlantic, Midwest, Plains, 

Mountains, West, Southeast, and 
Southwest. The selection of provi-
sional recipients is based primarily 
on system reliability statistics that 
measure the frequency and duration 
of customer outages. 
     After provisional recipients are 
selected, each company undergoes 
an on-site certification process that 
provides an independent review 
and confirmation of the policies, 
processes and systems used to col-
lect, analyze and report a company’s 
reliability results. 
     Con Edison is a subsidiary of 
Consolidated Edison, Inc. [NYSE: 
ED], one of the nation’s largest 
investor-owned energy companies, 
with approximately $12 billion in 
annual revenues and $63 billion in 
assets. The utility delivers electric-
ity, natural gas and steam to 3.5 
million customers in New York City 
and Westchester County, N.Y. For 
financial, operations and customer 
service information, visit conEd.

com. For energy efficiency infor-
mation, visit coned.com/energyef-
ficiency. Also, visit us on Twitter 
and Facebook.
     About PA Consulting  - We 
believe in the power of ingenuity 
to build a positive human future 
in a technology-driven world. As  
strategies, technologies and innova-
tion collide, we create opportunity 
from complexity. Our diverse teams 
of experts combine innovative 
thinking and breakthrough use 
of technologies to progress fur-
ther, faster. Our clients adapt and 
transform, and together we achieve 
enduring results. An innovation 
and transformation consultancy, 
we are 3,300 specialists in con-
sumer and manufacturing, defense 
and security, energy and utilities, 
financial services, government 
and public services, health and 
life sciences, and transport. Our 

Queens College Seeks Giving Tuesday 
Support for Its Food Pantry

     Queens College is making its 
Knights Table Food Pantry the 
focus of its Giving Tuesday ef-
forts to help fund a mobile food 
distribution unit, equipment and 
technology needs, and infrastruc-
ture. Giving Tuesday is celebrated 
annually as a day when people are 
encouraged to do good in ways 
that range from performing acts 
of kindness to making charitable 
contributions. This year, it takes 
place on November 30.
     About 15 percent of CUNY stu-

dents report that they sometimes 
go hungry, and the Knights Table 
Food Pantry plays a critical role 
in reducing their food insecurity. 
The food pantry serves an average 
of 60 students per month; many 
of them come from households 
earning less than $30,000 a year. 
     Please visit the Queens College 
website at www.qc.cuny.edu for 
more details, including a link to 
the donation page and a special 
video message from Queens Col-
lege President Frank H. Wu.
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Did You 
Know?HOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 11/25/21 - 12/1/21

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Be supportive in order to avoid 
confrontations. There might be 
a problem with a will or with 
an insurance policy. Your lucky 
numbers are: 6,3,1 

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Try to be patient with their inabil-
ity to accept your new beliefs. You 
should be looking into making 
changes around the house. Your 
lucky numbers are: 9,5,3 

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Listen, but don’t make any rash 
decisions. You need some help this 
week. Too many opportunities and 
too many changes going on. Your 
lucky numbers are: 1,4,7

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
You will be uncertain of your 
feelings. You should get involved 
with activities that can be enjoyed 
by both young and old alike. Your 
lucky numbers are: 3,6,8 

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug 22)
You may have some difficulties 
with someone you live with. Don’t 
let someone you work with put 
words in your mouth. Your lucky 
numbers are: 4,2,9

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Don’t take sides if you wish to 
remain on good terms with both 
parties. Your partner may be re-
luctant to tell you how they feel. 
Your lucky numbers are: 9,3,5

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
It’s time to reevaluate your own 
motives and make changes to 
yourself first. Make plans to do 
something special with the one 
you love. Your lucky numbers 
are: 9,4,3

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Be sure to keep communication 
open with those you live with. 
Children or friends may try to 
talk you into lending them money. 
Your lucky numbers are: 7,1,8

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Think of joining a health club 
that will benefit your physical 
appearance. Travel will promote 
romantic connections. Your lucky 
numbers are: 4,9,7 

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Get involved in activities that 
will be fun for the whole family. 
Don’t let other people meddle in 
your private affairs. Your lucky 
numbers are: 9,4,2
 
AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Your lover will be annoyed with 
your participation. Try to visit 
a country that excites you. You 
will have a little more energy than 
usual. lucky numbers are: 3,1,9

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You can get ahead if you work dili-
gently behind the scenes. Don’t let 
situations get out of control. Your 
lucky numbers are: 6,8,1

TRY AND FIND

AQUA R I US
A ZT EC
BI RT H
CA ST
C H A RT
C R A B
C USP
DAT E
E A RT H

F I SH
F U T U R E
GEM I N I
G OAT
GU I DE
MON T H
MOT ION
NA M E
NATA L

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Talon
5. Tapestry
10. Wicked
14. Whip
15. Bonds
16. Heredity unit
17. Something that cannot be done
19. Killer whale
20. Cry of disgust
21. Sheriff’s group
22. Moon of Saturn
23. Ostentation
25. Furze
27. Sphere
28. The fringe of a shadow
31. “Holy cow!”
34. Move furtively
35. Uncooked
36. Press
37. A wheeled platform
38. Found on most heads
39. “The Matrix” hero
40. Indistinctly
41. Itty-bitty
42. Conspires
44. Arrive (abbrev.)
45. Goat antelope
46. One sank the Titanic
50. Make fun of
52. Stags
54. Born as
55. Circle fragments
56. Piety
58. Body of water
59. Turf
60. Leave out
61. Existence
62. Aquamarine
63. Diminish

DOWN
1. Precipice
2. Female demon
3. Type of poplar tree
4. Which person?
5. Drink
6. Lift
7. Bones on your sides
8. Supposedly
9. South southeast
10. Self-interest
11. Bones of the spine
12. Ancient Peruvian
13. Low-fat
18. Surplus
22. Not false
24. Thrust with a knife
26. Unique
28. Tablets
29. Shower
30. Askew
31. Brass component
32. Chocolate cookie
33. Bags of wool
34. An indefinite location
37. Prank
38. Parsley or sage
40. Harsh or arduous
41. Seize
43. Renter
44. Defacto
46. Sarcasm
47. Colonic
48. Varnish ingredient
49. Old-fashioned adventure
50. Story
51. Historical periods
53. Affirm
56. Blot
57. At this time

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

N EP T U N E
PA ST
PI S C E S
S CA L E S
SEE R
SIGN
S OL A R
SPH E R E
STA R S

TA BL E
TAU RUS
T H E SU N
T R AC K
T W I NS
U N I V E R SE
U R A N US
V E N US
V I RG O

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

www.queenstimes.com

I N T H E STA R S

●    The tallest man ever recorded 
was American giant Robert Wad-
low (1918–1940), who stood 8 feet 
11 inches. Wadlow’s size was the 
result of abnormally enlarged 
pituitary gland. (guinnessworl-
drecords.com)
●    The tallest living man is 
37-year-old Sultan Kosen, from 
Turkey, who is 8 feet, 2.8 inches, 
who set the record in 2009. His 
growth is also due to a pituitary is-
sue. (guinnessworldrecords.com)
●    The oldest person ever to have 
lived (whose age could be authen-
ticated), a French woman named 
Jeanne Louise Calment, was 122 
years old when she died in 1997. 
(guinnessworldrecord.com)
●    Sliced bread was first manu-
factured by machine and sold in 
the 1920s by the Chillicothe Bak-
ing Company in Missouri. It was 
the greatest thing since…unsliced 
bread? (chllicothenews.com)
●    The Earl of Sandwich, John 
Montagu, who lived in the 1700s, 
reportedly invented the sandwich 
so he wouldn’t have to leave his 
gambling table to eat. (pbs.org)
●    The first college football 
game was played on November 6, 
1869, between Rutgers and Princ-
eton (then known as the College 
of New Jersey) in New Bruns-
wick, New Jersey. Rutgers won. ( 
ncaa.com)
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 CONGRESSWOMAN 
GRACE MENG

Paid for and authorized by Grace For New York

Wishing all  a healthy and safe 
Hanukkah

(Continued on page 10)

(Continued on page 9)

Meng Hails M.S. 74 Blue Ribbon 
School Designation

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) hailed this afternoon’s 
ceremony and ribbon cutting for 
M.S. 74’s Blue Ribbon School 
designation.
     “As a graduate of Nathaniel 
Hawthorne Middle School 74, I 
am extremely proud that it has 
been named a National Blue Rib-
bon School. This is a tremendous 
achievement and it underscores 
the hard work that the entire 
school team does in making stu-
dents succeed and flourish. Con-
gratulations to the entire M.S. 74 
school community!”
     A representative from Meng’s 
office was in attendance at the cer-
emony since the Congresswoman 

was in Washington. 
     Blue Ribbon Schools are a 
federal designation named by 
the United States Department of 
Education.

Suozzi Delivers Major Step Towards 
Victory on SALT Relief!

This legislation will help millions 
of New Yorkers keep billions 
of dollars in their own pockets 
-- money that they have unfairly 
been sending to Washington for 
the past 4 years.
 
     As a result of his relentless ef-
forts to right the wrong when Re-
publicans imposed a $10,000 cap 
on the state and local tax (SALT) 
deduction, Congressman Tom 
Suozzi (D – Long Island, Queens) 
announced that the United States 
House of Representatives has 
successfully passed much-needed 
relief to middle-class families in 
New York. In the House, Suozzi 
was one of the lead negotiators 
who struck the deal to increase the 
SALT cap to $80,000. New York 
State was one of the hardest hit 
from the $10,000 SALT cap. Now, 
it must pass the Senate.
     “This agreement to substan-
tially raise the cap from $10,000 
to $80,000 will help millions of 
New Yorkers keep billions of 
dollars in their own pockets” said 

Suozzi. “If passed in the Senate, 
New York’s families will see this 
immediate relief when they file 
their 2021 income tax in April. 
This is a major step forward in our 
relentless pursuit to protect New 
York taxpayers.”
     “On behalf of the nation’s 
mayors, I want to commend Con-
gressman Suozzi for his hard work 
on this issue.  He never stopped 
fighting to restore the state and 
local taxes for middle-income 
families in all states.  Without his 
outstanding leadership, this relief 
would never have been possible,” 
said Tom Cochran, CEO and 
Executive Director of the United 
States Conference of Mayors.
     “The International Associa-
tion of Firefighters applauds Rep. 
Tom Suozzi for his dedication to 
strengthening local funding for 
fire departments by restoring 
the state and local income tax 
deduction...Through the Build 
Back Better Act and Rep. Suozzi’s 
leadership, the restoration of the 
SALT cap will allow local govern-
ments to have the funds needed to 
attain these critical public safety 
improvements,” said General 
President Edward Kelly, Interna-
tional Association of Fire Fighters
     “…I applaud leaders like Rep. 
Tom Suozzi who are fighting to 
right this wrong as part of the 
Build Back Better Act and make 
sure that our tax code once again 
works for middle-class families 
and communities committed to 
funding good schools and ser-
vices,” said Randi Weingarten, 

President of the American Federa-
tion of Teachers.
     “Trump’s SALT cap was a 
deliberate attack on Democratic 
states like New York and its 
working families, impeding our 
State’s ability to fund progressive 
priorities in education, infra-
structure, and housing. Raising 
the cap to $80,000 is a move in 
the right direction and I am glad 
to have partnered with my friend 
Congressman Suozzi in this ef-
fort – the benefits of this policy 
change will provide immediate 
relief for New Yorkers and allow 
our State to better plan for our 
shared future,” said Congressman 
Gregory W. Meeks.
     “…This is a win for homeown-
ers, our communities, and for the 
first responders who work every 
day to keep those communities 
safe.  We thank Representative 
Suozzi for his leadership and com-
mitment to addressing the SALT 
cap,” said Bill Johnson, Executive 
Director, National Association of 
Police Organization.
     “The state and local tax de-
duction, as one of six original 
deductions in the 1913 federal 
tax law, was imposed to prevent 
federal intrusion and dominance 
over state and local tax decisions 
and resources,” said National 
Association of Counties Execu-
tive Director Matthew Chase. 
“We thank Congressman Tom 
Suozzi…for...efforts to restore the 
SALT deduction…”

     At a recent   Select Subcom-
mittee on the Coronavirus Crisis 
hybrid hearing titled “Combat-
ing Coronavirus Cons and The 
Monetization of Misinformation,” 
Congresswoman Carolyn B. Ma-
loney (D-NY), Chairwoman of 
the Committee on Oversight and 
Reform, called out fringe groups, 
right-wing media figures, and 
others who have promoted CO-
VID-19 misinformation online, 
which has contributed to our 
nation’s inability to defeat this 
pandemic, and asked a panel of 
experts for solutions on how to 
stop the spread of this misinfor-

mation.
     During her questioning, Con-
gresswoman Maloney stated, “For 
over a year now, fringe groups, 
right-wing media figures, and 
others have promoted misinfor-
mation about the coronavirus 
online — often with the support 
of former President Trump and 
his supporters. Fake cures like 
hydroxychloroquine and ivermec-
tin, false rumors [that] vaccines 
cause infertility or alter DNA, 
and many other lies have spread 
at lightning speed. These lies 
are so widespread that they are 
undermining our nation’s ability 
to defeat this virus.”
     She then asked Dr. Aeschli-
mann, Associate Professor, Ad-
junct Associate Professor at the 
School of Pharmacy, School of 
Medicine at the University of 
Connecticut, “How is the spread of 
misinformation and junk science 
undermining our public health?”
     Dr. Aeschlimann answered, 
“Thank you, in a number of ways 

Congresswoman Maloney Tackles 
COVID-19 Misinformation
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Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez Remarks on 
The Build Back Better Act

     Rep. Nydia M. Velázquez (D-
NY) delivered remarks on the 
House floor on the Build Back 
Better Act. Below are her remarks 
as prepared for delivery: 
     “Madam Speaker, I rise is 
strong support of this legislation 
that will help our country build 
back better. Because working 
families DESERVE a government 
that will make their lives better.
     “First off, to build back better, 
we must invest in our nation’s 
entrepreneurs.
     “And that’s exactly what this 
bill does. It will make a $5 billion 
investment in SBA programs that 
go beyond recovery and provide 
transformative long-term solu-
tions and economic stimulus. It 
will create millions of new jobs on 
top of the millions already added 
under the Biden Administration.
    “Furthermore, federal disin-
vestment in public housing has 
forced many residents of public 

housing across the country to 
live in accelerating substandard 
living conditions. In my home 
city of New York, residents suf-
fer from consistent lack of hot 
water, insufficient heat during the 
winter months, rodent and insect 
infestations, broken elevators, and 
widespread and recurring lead and 
mold problems.
     “This legislation includes the 
largest single one-time investment 
ever made to HUD’s Public Hous-
ing Capital Fund will go a long 
way to clearing the backlog of 
repairs around the country. 
     “This bill will also create uni-
versal pre-K, extend the Child Tax 
Credit; and finally mandate paid 
parental leave.
     “On climate, we are including 
a focus on environmental justice 
and frontline communities like 
those I represent.
     “Now this bill does not include 
everything we wanted.
     “But here is what I can guar-
antee—because of this bill, mil-
lions of working families will see 
their lives improved by a federal 
government that we are showing 
today has their back.
     “While this is not the end of 
the fight, it is what progress looks 
like and that is why I’m proud to 
vote yes.” 

May the lights of Chanukah bring you  
health and happiness this holiday season.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr. 
New York State Senator 

District 15
District Offices:
159-53 102nd Street                        66-85 73rd Place
Howard Beach, N.Y. 11414              Middle Village, N.Y. 11379
(718) 738-1111                                   (718) 497-1630
(718) 322-5760 (Fax)                        (718) 497-1761 (Fax)

     Council Member I Daneek 
Miller recently announced the al-
location of funds geared towards 
combating rampant dumping 
that has proliferated throughout 
the City due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
     In certain hotspots, the over-
flow of trash has promoted illegal 
dumping of household trash, creat-
ing heaps of refuse in residential 
areas. 
     Council Member Miller has al-
located funding for the following: 
•    $125,000 towards cleanup and 

snow removal services within the 
district in partnership with As-
sociation of Community Employ-
ment Programs for the Homeless, 
Inc. 
•    Nearly $300,000 towards ad-
ditional litter basket service and 
mobile litter patrol and the pur-
chase and deployment of cameras 
at certain locations to prevent 
illegal dumping and prosecute 
perpetrators with DSNY. 
     The effort comes as part of a 
yearslong effort to fund cleanup 
initiatives in the district. As sani-
tation issues heightened during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the com-
munity called for additional ser-
vices. The mobile litter units will 
provide additional hours of service 
to address these complaints and 
restore the level of cleanliness 
residents are accustomed to. 
     “We had made progress on il-
legal dumping pre-pandemic, but 
unfortunately a combination of 
factors have contributed to a rise 
in cases, including the prolifera-
tion of bad actors and overcapacity 

Council Member I. Daneek Miller Allocates Funding to 
Prevent Illegal Dumping & Cleanup Hotspots 

waste transfer stations that can 
no longer accept drop-offs. As 
such, certain individuals are now 
routinely dumping in a number of 
hotspots within the district. We’re 
in regular contact with DSNY 
to identify areas for cleanup, 
dispatch additional crews and 
finalize funding for additional 
sanitation services. We’re excited 
to announce this new, aggressive 
approach to enforcement that 
will involve the installation of 
cameras to catch and prosecute 
illegal dumping at specific loca-
tions based on feedback from 
the community. Overall, our 
long-term solution is a holistic ap-
proach that includes a significant 
investment in sanitation, increas-
ing fines for dumping, working 
with community partners such 
as block associations, civics, and 
introducing legislation that will 
codify the agencies responsible for 
maintaining public properties here 
in the City, which currently has 
nineteen sponsors,” said Council 
Member I. Daneek Miller.

Assemblymember Jessica González-Rojas Introduces  
Legislation, The Gender Inclusive Ballot Act, Which Will  

Enable People Who Are Non-binary to Run For Party Office 
in New York State

     New York State Assembly-
member Jessica González-Rojas 
has introduced legislation, A7933, 
which would allow individu-
als—those who do not exclusively 
identify as male or female—to be 
eligible to run for political party 
positions such as state committee 
member, assembly district leader, 
and county committee member, 
and to require Boards of Election 
to facilitate such elections.
     The legislation—written in 
collaboration with advocates 
David Siffert and Émilia Decau-
din and a coalition of LGBTQ 
community organizations—will 
allow non-binary individuals to 
run for political party positions 
that are currently barred to them, 
correcting a longstanding injustice 
while still maintaining rules that 
provide for representational equity 
between women and men.
     The legislation is supported by 
Lambda Independent Democrats 
(LID) of Brooklyn, the Stonewall 

Democratic Club of New York 
City, Jim Owles Liberal Demo-
cratic Club, the Lesbian and Gay 
Democratic Club of Queens, The 
New Reformers Village Indepen-
dent Democrats, Transgender Le-
gal Defense, and Education Fund, 
Housing Works, Pride Center of 
Staten Island, GAPIMNY — Em-
powering Queer & Trans Asian 
Pacific Islanders, the Ali Forney 
Center, Princess Janae Place Inc, 
and SAGE USA.
     A7933 is carried in the State 
Senate as S6901, by Senator 
Zellnor Myrie. This announce-
ment comes as we near the end of 
National Transgender Awareness 
Week.
“Before serving as a legislator, 
I ran to be and represented my 
community as a state committee 
member. Throughout my career, 
I have advocated with and on 
behalf of LGBTQ communities. 
I believe that it is time that we do 
away with a binary gendered way 
of engaging New Yorkers,” said 
prime sponsor Assemblymember 
Jessica González-Rojas. “If we 
truly believe in making our Demo-
cratic party a big tent party then 
we have to make room for every-
one and leave no one out of being 
able to politically engage. People 
who are non-binary deserve to be 
state committee people, district 
leaders, and county committee 
members just as much as their 
cisgender neighbors do. This is 
a gender justice issue and it’s a 
good governance issue. I strongly 
encourage my elected colleagues 
and colleagues in party office to 
support this bill and help us get 

it done.”
     “It is past time that we do away 
with barriers that exclude mem-
bers of our LGBTQ community 
and pass laws that are inclusive for 
those who identify as non-binary. 
All New Yorkers should have 
the opportunity to hold political 
positions, regardless of how they 
identify. As Chair of the Senate 
Elections Committee, I am proud 
to sponsor S6901-A and I will 
urge my colleagues to support 
this legislation,” said State Senator 
Zellnor Myrie, Chair of the State 
Senate Elections Committee.
     “The inability of non-binary 
people to run for most political 
party offices is a glaring defect 
in our election law that must be 
corrected for the sake of justice. 
I am immensely grateful to As-
semblymember González-Rojas 
and Senator Myrie for introduc-
ing A7933/S6901—taking the 
initiative to correct this defect and 
finally allow people of all genders 
to participate at this foundational 
level of our democracy,” Émilia 
Decaudin, legislation co-author.
     “No one should be excluded 
from participating in our democ-
racy, and certainly no one should 
be excluded on the basis of their 
gender. Political parties are a main 
entry point for political involve-
ment in New York state; party po-
sitions must be open to everyone. 
New York is lucky to have elected 
officials like Jessica González-
Rojas and Zellnor Myrie, who 
are willing to fight to ensure all 
New Yorkers are included in our 
political system,” David Siffert, 
legislation co-author.
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Company has given more than 
half a million dollars this year 
to help stem rising tide of food 
insecurity worsened by pandemic

     With the holidays approaching 
and the weather turning cold, Con 
Edison employees are volunteer-
ing at food distribution sites across 
New York City, adding friendly 
faces to the $600,000 the company 
has given to nonprofit organiza-
tions this year to combat food 
insecurity.
     “Con Edison has a long tradi-
tion of supporting underserved 
communities in New York City 
and Westchester County,” said 
Frances A. Resheske, Senior Vice 
President, Corporate Affairs, Con 
Edison. “We are proud of our 
employees who give their time to 
fight hunger as the city and nation 
continue to build back from the 
pandemic.” 
     Con Edison employees have 
helped stock food stations and 

distribute thousands of pounds of 
fresh produce in Brooklyn and the 
Bronx in recent weeks, and will 
participate in another distribution 
event in Staten Island in Decem-
ber. The mobile markets are run 
by City Harvest, and the food is 
given to needy New Yorkers free 
of charge.
     In 2021, Con Edison has fi-
nancially supported 30 nonprofit 
organizations that provide food to 
those in need in their communi-
ties. Among them is The Bowery 
Mission, which is gearing up for 
its annual Thanksgiving Celebra-
tion, when 1,000 Thanksgiving 
meals will be served.
     Food insecurity has risen sharp-
ly in New York City during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, particularly 
among children. An estimated 1.5 
million New Yorkers experience 
food insecurity, including one in 
four children in the city, according 
to City Harvest. 
     Other nonprofit organizations 

supported by Con Edison include: 
Food Bank for New York City, 
Feeding Westchester, God’s Love 
We Deliver, Citymeals on Wheels, 
St. Francis Food Pantries and 
Shelters, African Refuge, Asian 
Americans for Equality, Bk Rot, 
Fordham University, GrowNYC, 
H.E.A.L.T.H. for Youths, Ham-
ilton-Madison House, Hot Bread 
Kitchen, Lenox Hill Neighbor-
hood House, Mayors Fund to 
Advance New York City, New 
York Common Pantry, Part of 
the Solution, Project Hospitality, 
Red Hook Initiative, Resource 
Center for Community Develop-
ment, Rethink Food NYC, Rev. 
Linnette C. Williamson Memorial 
Park Association, Services & Ad-
vocacy for Gay Lesbian Bisexual 
& Transgender Elders, Services 
for the Underserved, Campaign 
Against Hunger, UA3, USO of 
Metropolitan New York, West 
Side Center for Community Life, 
and World Central Kitchen. 

Con Edison Fights Food Insecurity With 
Holidays Approaching

     Rep. Carolyn B. Maloney, 
Chairwoman of the Committee 
on Oversight and Reform, issued 
the following statement after the 
House of Representatives passed 
the Build Back Better Act, which 
includes key Committee priorities 
to combat climate change:
     “Today, Congress took a bold 
step to combat one of the most 
urgent challenges of our lifetime:  
climate change.  Proposals cham-
pioned by my Committee, such 
as electrifying the federal vehicle 
f leet, will finally establish the 
federal government as a leader 
in the fight to combat the climate 
crisis.  The Oversight Commit-
tee also successfully pushed for 
resources to expand the use of 
emerging green technologies and 
to make federal buildings greener.  
The American people need a com-
prehensive response to the global 
climate crisis, and they need it 
now.  I urge the Senate to swiftly 
take up this essential legislation 
and get it to the President’s desk 
for signature.”
     The following Committee pro-
visions were included in President 
Biden’s Build Back Better Act:
•    Postal Service Fleet Electri-
fication:  The Committee’s title 
includes $6 billion for the Postal 

Chairwoman Maloney Applauds House Passage of The 
Build Back Better Act

Service, including $2.57 billion 
to purchase electric vehicles and 
$3.41 billion to build the neces-
sary charging infrastructure.  
This funding will ensure that the 
Postal Service purchases tens of 
thousands of clean electric ve-
hicles and acquires the charging 
infrastructure necessary to sup-
port this new electric fleet.
•    General Services Administra-
tion (GSA) Fleet Electrification:  
The Committee’s title provides $3 
billion for GSA to purchase elec-
tric vehicles for the federal fleet, 
as well as the necessary charging 
infrastructure.  This investment 
will allow GSA to purchase tens of 
thousands of electric vehicles and 
cut hundreds of thousand metric 
tons of CO2 annually—equivalent 
to tens of millions of gallons of 
gas saved every year.
•    GSA Procurement and Tech-
nology:  The Committee’s title 
includes $3.25 billion for GSA to 
increase energy efficiency, pur-
chase low-carbon materials, and 
reduce the carbon footprint of the 
federal government.
•    GSA Emerging Technologies:  
The Committee’s title includes 
$975 million for GSA to support 
the deployment of emerging and 
sustainable technologies, allowing 

the federal government to benefit 
from cutting-edge solutions to 
reduce emissions and cut costs.  
The investment creates a greener, 
more efficient federal government 
while also supporting commer-
cialization of green technology 
and prioritizing the responsible 
stewardship of taxpayer dollars.
•    Environmental Justice:  The 
Committee’s title includes $25 
million for the Office of Man-
agement and Budget to support 
implementation of the package 
and to track labor, equity, and 
environmental standards and 
performance.  The President has 
pledged that at least 40% of the 
benefits of federal investments 
in climate and clean energy will 
be directed to the communities 
that have been most impacted by 
environmental injustice. 
•    Oversight of Federal Programs:  
The Committee’s title provides 
$25 million for the Government 
Accountability Office to monitor 
the implementation of the Build 
Back Better Act and to track the 
equitable distribution of the eco-
nomic, social, and environmental 
impacts of the funds.  The title 
also includes funding for the GSA 
and Postal Service Inspectors 
General.

The Dow Family Foundation Sponsored Korean American 
Family Service Center (Kafsc) Thanksgiving Dinner For 

The Clients And Their Families
The Korean American 
Family Service Center 
(KAFSC) hosted the annual 
Thanksgiving Dinner for 
our clients. This event was 
only possible by The Dow 
Kim’s Family Foundation’s 
generous sponsorship. 
About 100 clients and their 
families joined KAFSC 
staff and the board of 
directors to celebrate 
this year’s Thanksgiving 
with light entertainment. 
Don Hwang Photography 
provided family photos for 
the clients, entertainment 
from One Step NY, Tana 

C h u n g  d e c o r a t e d  t h e 
eve nt  ha l l  b e au t i fu l ly 

a n d  H a n d s o m e  R i c e 
provided special meals.
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Fatal Heart Attack or Stroke Could be First Sign of 
CVD in Some Smokers

     Death from a heart attack or 
stroke may be the first cardiovas-
cular disease (CVD) event in some 
people who smoke cigarettes and 
CVD is the leading adverse health 
effect among smokers, according 
to new research published today 
in the Journal of the American 
Heart Association, an open access 
journal of the American Heart 
Association.
     Decades of research links ciga-
rette smoking to premature death 
caused by cardiovascular disease 
and other diseases such as lung 
cancer. According to the Ameri-
can Heart Association’s Heart and 
Stroke Statistical Update 2021, 
more than 480,000 U.S. adults die 
each year from cigarette smoking. 
Despite increasing awareness 
about the health benefits of quit-
ting smoking, more than 34 mil-
lion adults in the United States still 
smoke cigarettes.
     “There is often more awareness 
and concern about cancer as a re-
sult of smoking than heart disease, 
so we wanted to better define the 
risks of smoking related to differ-
ent types of cardiovascular disease 
and, most importantly, to cardio-
vascular death,” said lead study 
author Sadiya S. Kahn, M.D., 
M.Sc., an assistant professor of 
medicine in the division of cardiol-
ogy at Northwestern University’s 
Feinberg School of Medicine in 
Chicago. “In our analysis, even 
after adjusting for deaths not 
related to the heart, such as those 
due to lung cancer, we found that 
fatal or non-fatal events related to 
cardiovascular disease are more 
likely to occur among people who 
smoke.”
     The researchers pooled data 
from nine long-term cohort stud-
ies in the U.S. to evaluate mul-
tiple lifestyle factors as well as 
cardiovascular and other health 
outcomes. The analysis included 
data from 106,165 adults (50.4% 
women; 16.2% Black adults; 
50.1% cigarette smokers) between 
the ages of 20 and 79, who were 
free of cardiovascular disease at 
the start of the studies. The new 
analysis categorized participants 
by smoking status (either yes or 
no, self-reported at study enroll-
ment); age (young: 20 to 39 years 
of age; middle-aged: 40 to 59; and 
older: 60 to 79); and sex.
     Using the combined data, re-
searchers estimated the number of 
years lived with and without car-
diovascular disease according to 
smoking status and then examined 
the association between smoking 
and cardiovascular events after 
accounting for death from other 
diseases such as lung cancer. Ad-
justments were made for age, race, 
body mass index (BMI), blood 
pressure and cholesterol levels. 
The follow-up time for study 
participants ranged from 10 to 
25 years.
     The biggest differences in risks 
and in deaths between the partici-
pants who smoked and those who 
didn’t smoke occurred during 
middle age. The analysis found:
•    Middle-aged women who 
smoked were nearly twice as likely 
as non-smoking women to have a 
fatal CVD event as their first sign 
of CVD.
•    Middle-aged men who smoked 
had a 79% chance of having a fatal 

CVD event as their first sign of 
cardiovascular disease – about 
1.5 times more likely compared 
to middle-aged men who did not 
smoke.
•    For middle-aged women, the 
long-term rates of CVD risk were 
nearly 10% higher in those who 
smoked compared to those who 
didn’t (34.7% for smokers; 24.8% 
for non-smokers).
•    Middle-aged men who smoked 
had a more than 10% higher long-
term risk for cardiovascular dis-
ease then men who didn’t smoke 
(46% for smokers; 35.8% for men 
non-smokers).
•    Smoking was associated with 
the development of cardiovascular 
disease at an earlier age, by five 
years in middle-aged men and 
nearly four years in middle-aged 
women. Similar results were seen 
in younger and older adults, so 
that a greater number of years 
lived without CVD was seen 
across all non-smoking partici-
pants in all age and sex groups.
     “Our findings note that prevent-
ing a heart attack, stroke or heart 
failure is vital, yet preventing un-
expected sudden death as the first 
manifestation of cardiovascular 
disease is clearly a priority. People 
who smoke may not realize the 
harm cigarettes are causing their 
body until it’s too late,” Khan said. 
“Another notable finding among 
people who smoked was the early 
onset of CVD, and among those 
who developed CVD, how much 
younger they were. There’s not a 
lot of research on young adults 
who smoke, particularly among 
young men. Our study adds im-
portant perspective.”
     Among young adults, 20 to 39 
years of age, the analysis found:
•    The risk for CVD started to 
increase significantly in young 
men who smoked near the 10-
year follow-up mark, while in 
young women the increased risk 
for CVD in those who smoked 
became more evident near the 
20-year follow-up mark.
•    With respect to CVD sub-
types, young men who smoked 
had the highest long-term risk for 
heart attacks (24%), while young 
women had the highest long-term 
risk (11.3%) for other CVD causes 
of death, such as stroke or heart 
failure.
Among all age groups, a major-
ity of the first CVD events were 
fatal or nonfatal heart attack. Fatal 
and nonfatal strokes were the 
next leading causes of first CVD 
event among those in the young 
age group. Heart failure was the 
second leading cause among the 
middle-aged and older age groups.
     Khan said these results empha-
size the contribution of smoking 
to the earlier onset of CVD over-
all, and also affected excess CVD 
risk well into the eighth decade of 
life in both men and women, even 
after adjusting for the competing 
risk of non-CVD death.
     Based on these results, the 
researchers suggest that all people 
who smoke should talk with their 
physicians or other health care 
professionals about taking steps 
toward quitting and improving 
their cardiovascular health.
     “Smoking cessation is very 
challenging and reaching out to 
your doctor or other health care 

professionals for support and re-
sources is important – the sooner 
the better,” Khan said. “This 
earlier onset of heart disease and 
stroke is very crucial to think 
about with aging and the already 
known complications of aging.”
     There were a few limitations 
to the study. Smoking status was 
based on the participants’ report 
at the beginning of the study, 
so some could have stopped or 
started smoking during the follow-
up, which would not have been 
included. Khan also noted that 
they were not able to account for 
more specifics about the people 
who smoked, such as the number 
of years participants smoked, the 
number of cigarettes smoked per 
day or whether people who had 
previously smoked were included 
in the studies.
     “Despite these limitations, the 
findings are quite significant,” 
Khan said.
     “These results offer a very 
compelling message that people 
who smoke need to hear – smok-
ing can kill you before you even 
know you have cardiovascular 
disease. It can, indeed, be a silent 
killer,” said Esa M. Davis, M.D., 
a member of the American Heart 
Association’s Council on Lifestyle 
and Cardiometabolic Health, 
associate professor of medicine 
and the clinical and translational 
science medical director of the 
tobacco treatment service of the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical 
Center, who was not involved in 
the study. “Heart attacks, strokes 
and other types of cardiovascular 
disease don’t always have early 
symptoms, so if you don’t know 
you have CVD, it can’t be treated. 
You can help prevent CVD by 
never smoking or stopping smok-
ing as soon as possible.”
     The American Heart Associa-
tion supports ending the use of all 
combustible tobacco products 
while ensuring other tobacco 
products such as electronic ciga-
rettes do not addict the next gener-
ation of youth and adolescents. In 
2019, the Association announced 
$20 million in research funding 
to drive scientific discovery that 
will help end teen tobacco use 
and nicotine addiction in the U.S. 
Additionally, the Association’s 
Tobacco Center of Regulatory 
Science is now in its second round 
of funding from the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) and 
the National Institutes of Health 
(NIH) to study the cardiovascular 
effects of tobacco and nicotine 
products, including e-cigarettes 
and other non-traditional devices. 
Basic and population research 
supported by the Center will help 
develop further understanding 
relevant to the potential regula-
tion of current, new and emerging 
tobacco and nicotine products.
     Co-authors are Hongyan Ning, 
M.D., M.S.; Arjun Sinha, M.D.; 
John Wilkins, M.D.; Norrina B. 
Allen, Ph.D.; Thanh Huyen T. Vu, 
M.D., Ph.D.; Jarett D. Berry, M.D., 
FAHA; Donald M. Lloyd-Jones, 
M.D., Sc.M., FAHA; and Ranya 
Sweis M.D., M.Sc.
     The National Institutes of 
Health’s National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute and Nation-

     New York State Association 
of Counties Executive Director 
Stephen Acquario said, “Counties 
applaud Congressman Suozzi for 
his leadership in restoring the de-
ductibility of state and local taxes, 
known as SALT. New Yorkers pay 
some of the highest property taxes 
in the nation…We call on Congress 
and the President to support this 
measure to restore fairness to the 
tax code.”
     “The more than 1.5 million 
members of the National Associa-
tion of REALTORS® thank Rep-
resentative Suozzi for his tireless 
work on legislative solutions to 
address the imbalances and loss 
of incentives caused by limiting 
the deduction for state and local 
taxes (SALT). From launching the 
bipartisan SALT Caucus to repeat-
edly pushing to repeal or alleviate 
the cap, Representative Suozzi has 
championed this crucial issue,” 
said National Association of Real-
tors President, Charlie Oppler. “…
Thanks to Representative Suozzi’s 
leadership, more homebuyers will 
be able to achieve their American 
Dream.”
     Below are the details of the 
SALT relief that Suozzi negotiated 
into the Build Back Better bill:
•    Would raise the deduction cap 
to $80,000 for a nine-year period 
through 2030. It would then return 
to the current $10,000 level in 
2031, and then phase out entirely.
     Below is a breakdown of 
how many filers in different re-
gions across New York claimed 
the SALT deduction before the 
$10,000 cap was placed.  The 
$80,000 SALT cap will provide 
relief to these hardworking tax-
payers:
•    Queens County: 361,840
•    New York City: 1,388,120
•    Nassau County: 366,910
•    Suffolk County: 369,060
•    New York State: 3,418,170
     Suozzi’s efforts since the unfair 
cap on the SALT deduction was 
imposed is found below:
•    2017: Reps. Suozzi, King, and 
Zeldin Stand in a Bipartisan Call 
on Long Island for the 2017 tax bill 
to NOT include a cap on the SALT 
deduction
•  2019: Suozzi Appointed 
to the House Ways and Means 
Committee, the chief tax writing 
committee, where he continues his 
staunch advocacy for the repeal of 
the SALT cap
•  2019: House Passes 
Suozzi’s Bipartisan legislation to 
repeal the SALT cap (then Ma-
jority Leader Mitch McConnell 
refuses to act on this legislation 
which would provide relief to 
middle class families in high cost 
of living states)

•    2020: Rep. Suozzi and then 
Minority Leader Chuck Schumer 
Stand Together with Long Island 
Families unfairly targeted by the 
SALT cap calling for full repeal 
(during the event, Schumer said: 
“When we get in the majority we’ll 
do it permanently,” referencing 
repeal on the SALT cap)
•    2021: Rep Suozzi and Majority 
Leader Chuck Schumer introduce 
dual legislation to repeal SALT 
cap (legislation has over 100 bi-
partisan cosponsors across both 
chambers and is supported by 
major unions and middle-class 
advocacy groups)
•    2021: Suozzi Leads 10 Ways 
and Means Members of Congress 
in a letter to the White House 
requesting a meeting on SALT to 
urge that the next major legislative 
package includes SALT deduction 
relief
•    2021: After continuing to hear 
from middle-class constituents 
hurting from the SALT cap, Suozzi 
leads three other members in ‘No 
SALT, No Deal’ pledge and will 
oppose any changes to the tax code 
without restoration of the SALT 
deduction
•    2021: Suozzi and Rep. Nadler 
lead nearly the entire NY Delega-
tion in which they say they stand 
ready to oppose any tax legisla-
tion that does not fully restore the 
SALT deduction
•    2021: Suozzi’s efforts to repeal 
SALT Cap goes noticed by New 
York media as Suozzi fights for 
middle class families
•    2021: Suozzi forms the Bipar-
tisan SALT Caucus to advocate 
for restoration of the SALT Cap; 
Caucus gains over 30 members 
in 24 hours
•    2021: Suozzi organizes press 
event with Police, Teacher, and 
Firefighter Unions to highlight 
how the SALT cap unfairly tar-
geted union families
•    2021: Suozzi organizes press 
event with national groups of may-
ors, county executives, and cities 
to highlight how the SALT cap has 
undermined the ability of local 
governments to effectively govern 
•    Bloomberg: Mr. SALT’ and 
N.J. Ally Fight Ocasio-Cortez to 
Revive Tax Break
     Groups Suozzi organized with 
as part of his successful effort to 
repeal the SALT cap include: 
•    U.S. Conference of Mayors
•    National League of Cities
•    National Association of Coun-
ties 
•    International Association of 
Firefighters
•    American Federation of Teach-
ers
•    National Education Association
•    National Association of Police 
Organizations
•    National Association of Realtors

Suozzi Delivers Major Step 
Towards Victory on SALT Relief!

     Wade Henderson, interim presi-
dent and CEO of The Leadership 
Conference on Civil and Human 
Rights, released the following 
statement on the House resolution 
to censure Rep. Paul Gosar for 
posting an animated video depict-
ing him killing Rep. Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez and attacking 

President Joe Biden. 
     “Rep. Paul Gosar’s reprehen-
sible decision to post a violent 
animated video depicting him kill-
ing another member of Congress 
and attacking the president of the 
United States demands a clear 

Congress Must Censure Rep. Gosar For 
Posting Violent, Reprehensible Video
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al Center for Advancing 
Translational Sciences, and 
the American Heart As-
sociation funded the study.
     Additional Resources:
•    After Nov. 17, view the 
manuscript online.
•    Leading global car-

Fatal Heart Attack or Stroke Could be First 
Sign of CVD in Some Smokers

diovascular organizations 
release joint opinion on 
achieving the ‘tobacco end-
game’
•    How Smoking and Nico-
tine Damage Your Body
•    American Heart Associa-
tion Presidential Advisory: 
New and Emerging Tobacco 
Products and the Nicotine 

Endgame
•    The American Heart 
Association’s Tobacco End-
game movement
•    Follow AHA/ASA news 
on Twitter @HeartNews
•    Follow news from the 
Jour nal of the Amer i-
can Heart Association @
JAHA_AHA

Fulfilling Our Nation’s Promise Soldier Accounted 
For From Korean War

     The Defense POW/
MIA Accounting Agency 
(DPAA) announced today 
that Army Sgt. Howard R. 
Belden, 19, of Hague, New 
York, killed during the Ko-
rean War, was accounted 
for Oct. 14, 2021.
     In late 1950, Belden 
was a member of Head-
quarters and Headquarters 
Company, 31st Infantry 
Regiment, 7th Infantry 
Division. He was reported 
missing in action on Dec. 
1, 1950, after his unit was 
attacked by enemy forces 
near the Chosin Reservoir, 
North Korea. Following the 
battle, his remains could 
not be recovered.
     On July 27, 2018, follow-
ing the summit between 
President Donald Trump 
and North Korean Supreme 
Leader Kim Jong-un in 
June 2018, North Korea 
turned over 55 boxes, pur-
ported to contain the re-
mains of American service 
members killed during the 
Korean War. The remains 
arrived at Joint Base Pearl 
Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii 
on Aug. 1, 2018, and were 
subsequently accessioned 
into the DPAA laboratory 
for identification.
     To identify Belden’s 
remains, scientists from 
DPAA used anthropologi-
cal and isotope analysis, 
as well as circumstantial 
evidence. Additionally, 
scientists from the Armed 
Forces Medical Examiner 
System used mitochondrial 
DNA (mtDNA), Y chromo-
some DNA (Y-STR) and 
autosomal DNA (auSTR) 
analysis.

     Belden’s name is re-
corded on the Courts of 
the Missing at the National 
Memorial Cemetery of 
the Pacific in Honolulu, 
along with the others who 
are still missing from the 
Korean War. A rosette will 
be placed next to his name 
to indicate he has been ac-
counted for.
     Belden will be bur-
ied at Arlington National 
Cemetery in Arlington, 
Virginia. The date has yet 
to be determined.
     For family and funeral 
information, contact the 
Army Casualty Office at 
(800) 892-2490.
     To see the most up-to-
date statistics on DPAA 
recovery efforts for those 

unaccounted for from the 
Korean War, go to the Ko-
rean War fact sheet on the 
DPAA website at: https://
www.dpaa.mil/Resources/
Fact-Sheets/Article-View/
Article/569610/progress-
on-korean-war-personnel-
accounting/
     Fo r  a d d i t i o n a l  
information on the De-
fense Department’s mis-
sion to account for Ameri-
cans who went missing 
while serving our coun-
try, visit the DPAA web-
site at www.dpaa.mil, or 
find us on social media at  
www.facebook.com/
dodpaa  or https://www.
linkedin.com/company/
defense-pow-mia-account-
ing-agency. 

Congress Must Censure Rep. Gosar For Posting 
Violent, Reprehensible Video

rebuke from Congress. In 
the aftermath of the deadly 
insurrection on Jan. 6, for 
any individual, let alone an 
elected official, to encour-
age violence against other 
members of Congress and 
the president is dangerous, 
disgusting, and despicable. 
The House of Representa-

tives must enforce its own 
rules and censure Rep. Go-
sar for his reckless action.”
     Earlier today, The Leader-
ship Conference sent a letter 
to the House of Representa-
tives in support of the resolu-
tion to censure Rep. Gosar. 
That letter is available here. 
     The Leadership Confer-
ence on Civil and Human 
Rights is a coalition charged 

by its diverse membership 
of more than 230 national 
organizations to promote 
and protect the rights of all 
persons in the United States. 
The Leadership Conference 
works toward an America as 
good as its ideals. For more 
information on The Lead-
ership Conference and its 
member organizations, visit 
www.civilrights.org.

it is. I think that the pre-
dominance of the spread 
of that on social media it 
seeds doubt and skepticism 
in the minds of people that 
may be less likely to under-
stand or believe reputable 
research data that shows 
that certain things are ben-
eficial either for preventing 
or treating disease. It can 
cause direct patient harm 
like the case example that I 
gave, so I think it has very 
widespread impact on pa-
tient health and on citizens’ 
pocketbooks as well.”
     Rep. Maloney then 
turned to Dr. Kolina Koltai, 
Postdoctoral Fellow at Cen-
ter for an Informed Public 
at the University of Wash-
ington asking, “Are tech 
companies doing enough 
to monitor and remove 
misinformation about the 
coronavirus from their plat-
forms?”
     Dr. Koltai responded, 
“It is a complicated answer 
because there’s certainly 
action being done. And I 
think they’ve gotten better 
over the years as someone 
used to studying the issue 
of vaccine misinformation 
particularly on Facebook 
since about 2015. They’ve 
gotten better, but certainly 
not enough, right? In an age 
of a pandemic, where we’re 
still fighting the disease 
where, you know, thou-
sands and thousands of 
Americans lives are still 
being lost, anyone can go 
on any platform and find 
misinformation. And I want 
to be clear when I talk about 
vaccine misinformation: 
it is incorrect or mislead-
ing information shared to 
influence public opinion or 
obscure the truth about vac-
cines. And so the important 

thing is that you still see 
posts and content on Face-
book, on many different 
social media platforms, that 
argue that vaccines are not 
safe and argue that they’re 
not efficacious. And I think 
everyone here can agree 
that vaccines are safe and 
efficacious. And I would 
like to see, on the part of 
social media platforms, to 
do better. There is a long 
list of things that companies 
can do to help mitigate the 
algorithmic promotion and 
spread of viral misinforma-
tion on those platforms.”
     Congresswoman Ma-
loney continued asking, 
“What more can be done 
to combat COVID misin-
formation online?”
     Dr. Koltai replied, “Ab-
solutely. So an example I 
actually provided in my 
written testimony is some-
thing that Amazon even 
can do better. When you 
search for vaccine content 
on a platform like Amazon, 
the very first, top results 
are often services that pro-
mote vaccine refusal or 
vaccine misinformation. 
So at minimum, a platform 
like Amazon can think 
about deprioritizing and de-
ranking so that more trust-
worthy sources can appear 
as a top result. […] Another 
way, for example, is looking 
at what we call sometimes 
ephemeral or temporary 
content. So on a platform 
like Instagram, you have 
something called Instagram 
Stories and Instagram Lives 
and a lot of video content. 
And the content in those 
spaces often go complete-
ly unchecked. I think for 
some people it is considered 
not a priority because it is 
gone within 24 hours. But 
the way that these social 
media platforms work is 

that you have an engaged 
follower who will go and 
view that content and it can 
get downloaded, it can get 
shared, and spread. across 
multiple platforms. So even 
addressing, even looking 
out for misinformation in 
spaces that we may not 
even think about could be 
another way.”
     Finally, Congresswoman 
Maloney asked María Te-
resa Kumar, President and 
Chief Executive Officer of 
Voto Latino, “How has mis-
information undermined 
vaccine confidence and 
why is the work of these 
community-based organi-
zations so crucial?”
     Ms. Kumar replied, “I 
think the majority of the 
things that we know from 
social media, and what the 
professor just mentioned, 
is that peer to peer is criti-
cal in order for people to 
actually pay attention. So 
community-based organi-
zations they are on the front 
lines but they are also part 
of the community. They are 
individuals that people care 
about. And they trust that 
the information that they’re 
receiving on the vaccine 
is important. […] And the 
only way that we’re going 
to get through this is for the 
investment that President 
Biden is doing to make sure 
that again, local communi-
ties are at the frontlines giv-
ing individuals important 
information so that they 
can no longer be vaccine 
hesitant and healthy.”
     Congresswoman Malo-
ney closed by invoking a 
call to action, stating that 
“More than two-thirds of 
Americans have already 
been vaccinated, but to 
defeat this virus, we need 
every eligible American to 
get the vaccine.”

Congresswoman Maloney Tackles  
COVID-19 Misinformation
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Con Edison Wins 2021 Reliabilityone® Awards 
For Reliable Service, Dedication to Public Safety

people are strategists, innova-
tors, designers, consultants,  
digital experts, scientists, 
engineers and technolo-
gists. We operate globally  
from offices across the UK, 
US, Netherlands and Nordics.  
Discover more at paconsult-
ing.com and connect with PA 
on LinkedIn and Twitter. PA. 

Bringing Ingenuity to Life. 
     PA Consulting’s Reliabili-
tyOne® awards are presented 
to electric utilities provid-
ing their customers with the 
highest levels of reliability 
in the industry. PA Consult-
ing’s ReliabilityOne® study 
is based on standard industry 
reliability statistics that mea-
sure the frequency and dura-
tion of electric power outages. 

ReliabilityOne® participants 
on average experienced 44% 
fewer sustained outages, and 
outages were 55% shorter 
than the average US investor-
owned utility. PA Consulting 
has been analyzing electric 
utility performance since 
1987. For more information 
about PA Consulting, visit 
www.paconsulting.com/en-
ergy.

who had received booster 
shots in the country. This 
is unacceptable and New 
York must increase outreach 
to encourage boosters for 
New Yorkers. This could 

include automatic robocalls 
or text messages whenever 
someone becomes eligible 
for a boosters shot. The state 
should also begin offering 
daily booster reporting by 
county and region.
•    Expand Pop-Up and 

Mobile Vaccination Sites: 
Expand access to pop-up 
and mobile vaccination sites 
to ensure that vaccines are 
accessible to all, especially 
in rural communities up-
state and in transportation 
deserts.

Attorney General James: Steps New York Can 
Take to Stop Covid Spread
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Radheshayam Shorewala 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
10/7/2021.  Cty:  Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process 
to 4042 75th St., Elmhurst, 
NY 11373. General Purpose. 
10/21,28,11/4,11,18&25/2021

Notice of formation of BG 
Advisory LLC. Ar t ic les of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
SSNY on 09/25/2021. Office 
located in Queens. SSNY has 
been designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC 3713 59th 
Street, Woodside, NY 11377. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
10/21,28,11/4,11,18&25/2021

SANY PROPERTIES LLC, 
Arts. of Org. f iled with the 
SSNY on 05/08/2002. Office 
loc: Queens County. SSNY 
has been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The LLC, 
579 Onderdonk Avenue, Office 
1st Fl., Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
10/21,28,11/4,11,18&25/2021 

Notice of Formation of SMITH 
INN TR A NSPORTATION 
L.L.C. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/23/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 58-12 Queens Blvd., 
#1042, Queens, NY 11377. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/28,11/4,11,18,25&12/2/2021

Notice of Formation of DRIVE 
IN LUXURY LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/26/2021. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
3511 Farrington Street, Suite 
309, Flushing, NY 11354. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/28,11/4,11,18,25&12/2/2021

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
Q M Z S U N N Y S I D E ,  L L C 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
10/12/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 6521 110th 
Street, Forest Hills, NY 11375. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/21,28,11/4,11,18&25/2021

Notice of Formation of FBL 
DEVELOPMENT, LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/20/2021. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 3808 Union Street, 
Suite 8B, Flushing, NY 11354. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/28,11/4,11,18,25&12/2/2021

10 5 - 0 2  L i b e r t y  O w n e r s 
L LC,  A r t s  o f  O r g .  f i l e d 
with Sec. of State of NY 
(SS N Y )  10 / 6 /2021.  C t y : 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to Louis 
Verd ino,  105 - 02  L iber t y 
A v e . ,  O z o n e  P a r k ,  N Y 
11417.  General  Purpose. 
11/4,11,18,25,12/2&9/2021

Notice of Formation: WX NY 
REALTY LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/20/2021. Office Loc: 
QUEENS COUNTY.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 110-43 15TH AVE, 
COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Notice of formation of 21109 
BAYSIDE LLC. Ar ticles of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
SSNY on 11/1/2021. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
f o r  se r v i c e  o f  p roc es s . 
SSNY shall mail copy of any 
process served against the 
LLC 211-09 41 Ave, Bayside. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Block 2319 Lot 9, LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/3/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Mary Jude Delaney, 
53-47 62nd St., Maspeth, NY 
11378. General Purpose. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Notice of Formation of ARC 
LITERARY MANAGEMENT, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/08/21. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: ARC LITERARY 
MANAGEMENT, LLC, 35-36 
159TH St., Flushing, NY 11358. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Sakh 28 LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 3/10/2020. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to Sohail 
Akhtar,  241-30 85th Rd., 
1st Fl. Apt., Bellerose, NY 
11426. General  Purpose. 
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021

Bay Terrace Recreational 
Center LLC, Ar ts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 8/18/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shal l  mail  process to 24-
15 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 
11360. General  Purpose. 
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021

Notice is hereby given that an 
Order entered by the Civil Court, 
Queens County, on the 18th  
day of October, 2021, bearing 
Index Number NC-000702-21/
QU, a copy of which may be 
examined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 89-17 Sutphin 
Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11435, 
grants me (us) the right to: 
Assume the name of (First) 
ELENI (Last) PAPANTONIOU; 
My present name is (First) 
ELENI (Middle) HELENE (Last) 
PAPANTONIOU AKA ELENI 
KARAS. The city and state 
of my present address are 
Whitestone, NY; My place 
of birth is Queens, NY; and, 
the month and year of my 
b i r th  are  Oc tober  1973.  
11/25/2021.

3920 Anwood Drive LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/10/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 84-31 Van Wyck 
Expressway, apt. 3F, Jamaica, 
NY 11435. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

JW Pro Framers LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 6/17/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 83-15 
98th St., #5F, Woodhaven, 
NY 11421. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Notice of Formation of JVJ 
CONSTRUCTION LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/02/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3515 98th 
Street, Corona, NY 11368. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Notice of Formation of Loretta 
Rodriguez Co LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/12/2021. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
8431 62nd Drive, Apt V16, 
Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

DiDi Trucking, LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 6/22/2021. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 177-
41 105 Avenue, Queens, NY 
11433. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Attorney General James Investigating  
Instagram’s Impact on Young People

Coalition of AGs Con-
cerned for Safety and Well-
Being of Children, Exam-
ining Potential Violations 
of Consumer Protection 
Laws

     New York Attorney 
General Letitia James to-
day announced that she 
and a coalition of attorneys 
general from around the na-
tion are investigating Meta 
Platforms, Inc. — formerly 
known as Facebook — for 
providing and promoting 
the social media platform 
Instagram to children and 
young adults despite know-
ing that such use is as-
sociated with physical and 
mental health harms. The 
coalition of attorneys gen-
eral are examining whether 
the company violated state 
consumer protection laws 
and put the public at risk.

     “Doesn’t make a dif-
ference if you call it Insta-
gram, Facebook, or Meta, 
the fact still remains the 
same: These social media 
platforms are extremely 
dangerous and have been 
proven to cause both physi-
cal and mental harm in 
young people,” said Attor-
ney General James. “Time 
and again, Mark Zuckerberg 
and the companies he run 
have put profits over safety, 
but our investigation seeks 
to end that behavior. Our 
coalition will not hesitate to 
take whatever action is nec-
essary to protect children 
and young adults from the 
harms Instagram and other 
social media platforms risk 
to so many.” 
     The investigation targets, 
among other things, the 
techniques utilized by Meta 
to increase the frequency 

and duration of engage-
ment by young users and 
the resulting harms caused 
by such extended engage-
ment. Today’s announce-
ment follows recent reports 
revealing that Meta’s own 
internal research shows that 
using Instagram is associ-
ated with increased risks of 
physical and mental health 
harms on young people, 
including depression, eating 
disorders, and even suicide. 
     Attorney General James 
has long been concerned 
about the negative impacts 
of social media platforms 
on New York’s youngest 
residents. In May, as part 
of a bipartisan coalition 
of 44 attorneys general, 
Attorney General James 
urged Facebook to abandon 
its plans to launch a version 
of Instagram for children 
under the age of 13.

U.S. Secretary of Transportation Buttigieg  
Announces $28.9 Million in Grant Awards to the 

State of New York for
     U.S. Secretary Pete But-
tigieg announced that the 
Biden Administration will 
award $28.9 million for 
three projects in the state 
of New York through the 
Rebuilding American Infra-
structure with Sustainabil-
ity and Equity (RAISE) dis-
cretionary grants program. 
The total FY 21 RAISE 
investment in American 
infrastructure was nearly $1 
billion, awarded to 90 proj-
ects in 47 states, the District 
of Columbia and Guam. 
     “We’re proud to support 
these great projects that 
will improve infrastructure, 
strengthen supply chains, 
make us safer, advance 
equity, and combat climate 
change,” said U.S. Trans-
portation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg. “As in past years, 
we received far more appli-
cations than we could fund: 
this cycle saw about a ten-
to-one ratio of requests to 
available dollars. But going 
forward, with the passage of 
President Biden’s Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law, we will 
be able to support far more 
infrastructure projects to 
support jobs and everyday 
life in communities across 
the country.”
     The program selection 
criteria encompassed safety, 
environmental sustainabil-
ity, quality of life, economic 
competitiveness, state of 
good repair, innovation, 
and partnerships with a 
broad range of stakehold-
ers. Within these criteria, 
the grants reflect the De-
partment’s priorities for 
creating good-paying jobs, 
improving safety, applying 
transformative technology, 
and explicitly addressing 

climate change and advanc-
ing racial equity.  
     Projects receiving fund-
ing include:
•    The New York Metro-
politan Transportation Au-
thority will receive $15 mil-
lion to make the Broadway 
Junction Station Complex 
in East New York, Brook-
lyn fully ADA-accessible 
by installing 7 new ADA-
compliant elevators and 
associated elevator machine 
rooms, adding stairs, ADA-
compliant ramps and hand-
rails, and completing nec-
essary structural, architec-
tural, communications and 
electrical work as part of the 
overall elevator installation. 
By eliminating accessibility 
gaps, improving circulation, 
and providing direct access 
between transit lines at the 
Broadway Station complex, 
the project improves access 
to jobs, healthcare and other 
essential services. 
•    The city of New Rochelle 
will receive $11.9 million to 
create a a multi-modal con-
nection between the Lin-
coln Avenue corridor and 
downtown New Rochelle 
by replacing the current 
two-way Memorial High-
way with a one-way couple 
consisting of North Avenue 
(northbound) and Memo-
rial Highway (southbound) 
and converting Memorial 
Highway from a high-speed 
highway to a city street.  
The project reconfigures 
dangerous intersections, 
converts streets to one-way 
travel, improves pedestrian 
crossings and sidewalks 
that are currently unsafe 
or absent, and adds multi-
use pedestrian and bicycle 
paths to reduce the number 

and severity of crashes and 
injuries in the corridor. 
•    The New York City De-
partment of Transportation 
will receive $2 million to 
develop a community-driv-
en plan to redress the nega-
tive impacts of the Cross 
Bronx Expressway (CBE) 
on the surrounding Bronx 
communities. It will engage 
the community on health 
inequities, safety concerns, 
and environmental impacts 
of the CBE. The project will 
rely on extensive communi-
ty engagement and focus on 
remediating environmental 
and social issues caused 
by previous transportation 
infrastructure placement, 
while also improving traffic 
operations on corridor. 
     F i s c a l  Ye a r 
2021 RAISE Transporta-
tion discretionary grants 
are for planning and capi-
tal investments in surface 
transportation infrastruc-
ture and were awarded 
on a competitive basis for 
projects that will have a 
significant local or regional 
impact. RAISE funding 
supports roads, bridges, 
transit, rail, ports or inter-
modal transportation.   
     Per statute, the De-
partment is awarding 50% 
of RAISE Transportation 
grant funding to projects 
located in rural areas and 
50% to urban areas that 
deliver positive benefits for 
these communities.  For this 
round of RAISE Transpor-
tation discretionary grants, 
the maximum grant award 
is $25 million, and no more 
than $100 million can be 
awarded to a single State, as 
specified in the appropria-
tions act.

Tayloristry LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 11/5/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Ianna Taylor, 125-30 
Sutphin Blvd., B512, Jamaica, 
NY 11434. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/202
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Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr.
New York State Senator

District 15
District Offices:
159-53 102nd Street  66-85 73rd Place
Howard Beach, NY 11414  Middle Village, N.Y. 11379
(718) 738-1111   (718) 497-1630
(718) 322-5760 – FAX  (718) 497-1761-FAX

During these challenging times, let us reflect 
on all we can be grateful for this  

Thanksgiving Day.
    Wishing you the best Thanksgiving possible.


