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Gov. Kathy Hochul Signs Legislation 
Cracking Down on Noise Pollution

     Governor Kathy Hochul 
signed legislation, sponsored by 
Brooklyn state Senator Andrew 
Gounardes and co-sponsored by 
Queens Senator Joseph Addabbo, 
cracking down on noisy, illegal 
mufflers and exhaust systems to 

protect public health, safety and 
quality of life by increasing pen-
alties against motorists and repair 
shops that illegally modify muf-
flers and exhaust systems to make 
them excessively noisy; which is 
an act associated with aggressive 

driving that harms community 
health, safety and comfort. This 
bill amends vehicle and traffic 
law, increasing fines and penalties 
and creating stricter regulations 

Rep. Tom Suozzi is Running For 
Governor of New York

Rep. Tom Suozzi has announced his candidacy for Governor of New York. See story on Page 2.

Oakland Gardens M.S. 74  
2021 Countrywide Blue Ribbon School 

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Pictured above are Queens Borough President Donovan 
Richards, NYS Senator John Liu, NYS Senator Toby 
Ann Stavisky, NYS Assemblymember Nily Rozic, NYC 
Council Member Barry Grodenchik, joined students, 
mothers, fathers and employees at Nathaniel Hawthorne 
Middle College 74 for a specific ribbon cutting ceremony.
     Nathaniel Hawthorne Middle 
College 74 is a middle school in 
Oakland Gardens celebrated its 
standing as a 2021 Countrywide 
Blue Ribbon University, 1 of only 
325 universities across the place 
to earn this distinction. Elected 
Officials joined regional elected 
officers, students, mother and 
father and employees at Nathaniel 
Hawthorne Middle College 74 
for a specific ribbon cutting cer-

emony. The U.S. Department of 
Training-run system acknowledg-
es a school’s in general academic 
efficiency or progress in closing 
accomplishment gaps among the 
college student subgroups.
     Oakland Gardens M.S. 74 was 
one of 18 educational facilities in 
New York Metropolis to gener-
ate the Blue Ribbon difference. 

United States Postal Service, 
Now Hiring: 

Open Positions Include: 
City Carrier Assistants, 

Tractor Trailer Operators, 
Postal Support Employee 
(PSE) Sales & Services, 

PSE Mail Processing Clerks, 
Mail Handler Assistants (MHAs), 
Rural Carrier Associates (RCAs), 
Assistant Rural Carriers (ARCs). 
Apply Today usps.com/careers
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.

(Continued from page 1)

on vehicle equipment. Maximum 
fines for installing illegal equip-
ment will be raised to $1,000, an 
$850 increase. Inspection stations 
will also be required to inspect 
motorcycles to ensure mufflers 
and exhausts have not been ille-
gally modified. The new law will 
go into effect on April 1, 2022. 
     “Every New Yorker deserves to 
feel safe and comfortable in their 
community, and that includes 
cracking down on excessively 
noisy vehicles on our streets,” 
Governor Hochul said. “This 

legislation deters drivers from 
installing illegal vehicle equip-
ment that results in dangerous 
noise levels that can contribute 
to hearing loss and increased 
emissions and it will increase 
enforcement against motorists 
and repair shops that illegally 
modify mufflers and exhaust sys-
tems which make motor vehicles 
“exceptionally noisy..”
     NYS Senator Joseph Add-
abbo said “My office receives 
numerous constituent complaints 
pertaining to noise, including 
residents in areas where illegal 
street drag racing takes place;” 

Addabbo goes on to say, “Loud 
and excessive motor vehicle noise 
is not only annoying, it has be-
come a quality-of-life issue which 
can contribute to hearing loss in 
exposed individuals of all ages.”
     This new law will require 
inspection stations to inspect mo-
torcycles to ensure mufflers and 
exhausts have not been illegally 
modified deterring both vehicle 
owners and repair shops from 
making illegal modifications. If 
repair shops willfully violate this 
legislation three times within 18 
months, they can lose their oper-
ating certificate.

Gov. Kathy Hochul Signs Legislation 
Cracking Down on Noise Pollution

(Continued from page 1)

Rep. Tom Suozzi is Running For 
Governor of New York

     Representative Thomas Suozzi, 
a Long Island Democrat, an-
nounced he is entering the race 
for Governor of the State of New 
York. His announcement has 
broadening the field of candidates 
running against the incumbent, 
Kathy Hochul, taking direct aim 
at her support among moderate 
suburban voters.
     Rep. Suozzi, who has most 
recently focused on federal ne-
gotiations over raising a cap on 
state and local tax deductions, 
has positioned himself as a vocal 
centrist who at times questions his 
party’s left wing.
     At a virtual news conference 
Suozzi announced his run for 
governor and his announcement 
will intensify and complicate the 
battle for moderate voters in what 
is becoming one of the nation’s 
marquee Democratic primaries. 
     Suozzi said, “I don’t believe it’s 
about going to the far left or to the 

far right,” my outlined agenda in-
cludes lower property and income 
taxes, robust efforts to fight crime 
and reduce homelessness, and a 
focus on combating the coronavi-
rus pandemic and its effects on the 
economy. He went on to say, “I’ll 
work with anybody, it is not about 
being politically correct. It’s about 
doing the correct thing to actually 
help people.”
     Congressman Suozzi is a former 
Nassau County executive who 
considers himself a “common-
sense Democrat,” and is seeking to 
assemble suburbs around the state.
Though Mr. Suozzi is a strong 
fund-raiser, he nevertheless will 
face steep challenges in a state-
wide Democratic primary.
While early polling has limited 
value ahead of a primary so far 
slated for next June, he was in the 
single digits in a recent survey. 
Ms. Hochul, the state’s first female 
governor, has consistently led the 
field in early polls and has an 
overwhelming head start in fund-

raising and endorsements.
     The candidates ready to fill 
the Suozzi congressional seat on 
the Democratic side are Melanie 
D’Arrigo, who lost to Mr. Suozzi 
in last year’s primary; Robert Zim-
merman, a Long Island business-
man and a Democratic national 
committeeman; Josh Lafazan, the 
youngest person ever elected to the 
Nassau County Legislature, who 
is an independent but caucuses 
with Democrats; and Queens As-
semblyman Edward Braunstein.
     Two Republicans have also 
opened federal campaign ac-
counts, including George Santos, 
who appears to be raising funds at 
a steady clip.
In theory, Mr. Suozzi still has time 
to reverse his decision before the 
state’s filing deadline for candi-
dates next spring. But elections 
experts say that Mr. Suozzi could 
not seek two offices on the same 
ballot, and national Democrats say 
they now consider the House race 
an open seat. 

(Continued from page 1)

The system places educational 
facilities in one of two efficiency 
classes based mostly on all stu-
dent scores, subgroup university 
student scores and graduations 
fees. The initially is exemplary 
large-executing colleges, primar-
ily based on condition assessments 
or nationally normed tests. The 

2nd is exemplary accomplishment 
hole-closing educational institu-
tions, which are establishments 
that have shut achievement gaps 
amongst university student teams 
and all pupils.
     Congresswoman Grace Meng, 
who was in Washington at the 
time of the ceremony, issued this 
statement about her alma mater’s 
accomplishment. “As a graduate 

of Nathaniel Hawthorne Middle 
College 74, I am particularly very 
pleased that it has been named a 
Nationwide Blue Ribbon Faculty. 
This is a large accomplishment and 
it underscores the tricky get the job 
done that the full school workforce 
does in earning college students 
realize success and prosper. Con-
gratulations to the complete M.S. 
74 college local community!”

Oakland Gardens M.S. 74 2021 Countrywide Blue Ribbon 
School Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

Meng Statement on Menorah Vandalism in Queens 
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) today condemned the 
vandalizing of a public menorah 
in Hollis Hills, Queens located on 
Union Turnpike and 220th Street. 
     “I condemn this despicable 

act of vandalism as the Jewish 
community celebrates Hanukkah. 
There is no place anywhere in 
our society for anti-Semitism and 
hate, particularly here in Queens, 
where we welcome and embrace 

the great diversity throughout our 
borough. We will not tolerate this 
disgusting and cowardly behavior, 
and we must continue to call out    
these crimes. Those responsible 
must be held accountable.”

Maloney: During Holiday Season, Child Tax Credit Put 
$13.2 Million in Tax Cuts Back in NY-12 Families’ Pockets

Child Tax Credit Tax Cuts are 
Helping Hardworking Families 
afford Gas, Groceries During 
the Holidays

     Congresswoman Carolyn B. 
Maloney (D-NY), highlighted a 
new report from the Joint Eco-
nomic Committee estimating that 

46,000 Child Tax Credit monthly 
tax cuts were sent to families in 
the NY-12 Congressional District 
the week before Thanksgiving. 
A total of $13.2 million in tax 
cuts went back in the pockets of 
hardworking New York families, 
covering 52,000 NY-12 children.
     “The expanded Child Tax Cred-

it is putting more of hardworking 
New York families’ own money 
back in their pockets,” said Rep. 
Maloney. “Hundreds of dollars in 
tax cuts for NYC families means 
extra money to pay for childcare, 
gas in the car for that t r ip to 
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Legislation Introduced by Queens Lawmaker to Rename  
St. Albans Park in Honor of Late Archie Spigner

     NYC Councilmember I. Daneek 
Miller introduced legislation to 
honor the late Archie Spigner, a 
former southeast Queens Member 
of the NYC Council and District 
Leader, by renaming St. Albans 
Park. Miller’s legislation, Intro. 
2462, would immediately rename 
St. Albans Park to Archie Spigner 
Park, and amend the official map 
of the city of New York accord-
ingly. 
     “Archie Spigner was a cham-
pion of southeast Queens, and 
it is truly an honor to introduce 
legislation to rename St. Albans 
Park in his honor,” Miller said. 
“He was a shining example of 
public service and living life in 
service to others. His contribu-
tions are too numerous to count, 
but those who knew him knew of 
his love for St. Albans Park and 
the special place it held in his 
heart, having been so instrumen-
tal in its complete renovation.” 
     Councilmember Archie Spign-
er, also a Democratic District 
Leader, who was beloved in 
southeast Queens, represented the 
27th Council District from 1974 
to 2001. He died at the age of 92 
on Oct. 29, 2020. 
     During his tenure as a council 
member in 2001, Spigner secured 
$1,000,000 in funding for the 
renovation of St. Albans Park, 
working closely with members 
of the community and civic 
and religious leaders to sponsor 

clean-ups as well. He was also 
known as “The Dean,” and was 
an instrumental figure in several 
high-profile developments for the 
betterment of southeast Queens, 
including the location for York 
College in Jamaica, as well as a 
subway extension to the down-
town area and the placement of 
the regional headquarters of the 
Social Security Administration. 

     After leaving the NYC Coun-
cil Spigner continued to work 
with his successor, Councilman 
Leroy Comrie to secure an ad-
ditional $900,000 for the park, 
including the installation of new 
tennis courts, handball courts, 
basketball courts, fitness equip-
ment, paths, benches, plantings, 
additional drainage, and other 
upgrades. 

Christmas And Hanukkah Celebrated in Northeast Queens
Northeast Queens celebrates Christmas and Hanukkah with community events

Pictured above at the Third Annual Christmas Tree Lighting 
held at Herman A. MacNeil Park,  Poppenhusen Ave. 
between 115 St. and College Place, in Northeast Queens 
were NYS Sen. John Liu, Queens District Attorney Melinda 
Katz, Coastal Preservation Network, A Better College 
Point Civic Association, St. Fidelis Choir & Band, New 
York City Department of Parks & Recreation, One Point 
of Light Foundation, and HSP of College Point in front 
of the lit tree, as music played welcoming in the holiday 
season. Photo courtesy of NYS Senator Liu’s office

     Local residents attended 
the Third Annual Holiday Tree 
Lighting held at Hermon A. 
MacNeil Park, Poppenhusen 
Avenue between 115 St. and 
College Place, hosted by Coastal 
Preservation Network, A Better 
College Point Civic Association, 
the New York City Department 
of Parks and Recreation and 
Senator John Liu bringing the 
holiday spirit with this commu-
nity celebration in College Point 
and Flushing.
     Holiday caroling with the 
St. Fidelis Choir and Band was 
the featured event as well as hot 
chocolate and snacks opening a 
festive holiday season.
According to Coastal Preserva-
tion Network, the public can 
enjoy the lights every day until 
Sunday, Jan. 9. 
     In addition the Flushing 
community also got together to 
celebrate the beginning of Ha-
nukkah with an event hosted by 
the Bowne Park Civic Associa-
tion and the Broadway Flushing 
Homeowners Association and 
sponsored by Senator John Liu.
     Revelers at the annual Christ-
mas tree and Menorah lighting 

enjoyed live music, hot cocoa, 
holiday treats and singalongs of 

“The Dreidel Song” and “The 12 
Days of Christmas.”

Guiying Ma Faces Long Road to  
Recovery at Elmhurst Hospital

     State Senator John C. Liu vis-
ited GuiYing Ma, victim of the 
vicious attack on Friday, at Elm-
hurst Hospital with her husband 
Zhanxin Gao and family friend 
Yihing Hsieh. She remains in 
an induced coma and has a long 
recovery ahead. 
     Senator John Liu stated, “As 
Mrs. Ma remains in a coma from 
the barbaric assault on her, her 

husband Mr. Gao suffers unspeak-
able agony and grief. He thanks 
the community, the doctors, and 
the hospital for their care and 
support.” 
     Mr. Gao is grateful for the out-
pouring of support and is releasing 
these photos to the media. Photos 
of Mr. Gao at Mrs. Ma’s side, 
taken by John Liu 6 p.m., Tuesday, 
November 30th.

Homeowner Assistance Fund  Emergency 
Assistance For Homeowners

     State Senator James Sanders 
Jr. would like to provide you with 
important information about a 
new program called the Home-
owner Assistance Fund which 
provides emergency assistance 
for homeowners.
     Thanks to the Homeowner As-
sistance Fund, struggling home-
owners can get up to $50,000 to: 
•    Catch up on unpaid mortgage, 
property tax, maintenance, and 
insurance and utility fees.
•    Reduce mortgage principal
The Three HAF Programs are:
     Mortgage Reinstatement/Prin-
cipal Reduction Program 
Get 5-year no-interest and forgiv-
able loans
     Eligibility Requirements: 
•    At risk of foreclosure
•    No means to repay mortgage 
payments
•    Demonstrate ability to afford 
future housing costs
     Arrears Satisfaction Program 
     5-year no-interest and forgiv-
able loans
     Eligibility Requirements: 
•    Homeowners without mort-
gage
•    Delinquent on property taxes, 
water, and insurance obligations
•    Seniors with “reverse mort-
gages”
•    Condo/Co-op owners who are 

delinquent on HOA/maintenance 
fees
•    Manufactured homeowners 
who are delinquent on home loan 
or retail installment contract
     Forward Payments Program 
     Qualify for mortgage reinstate-
ment/principal reduction
     Catch up on arrears
     Eligibility Requirements: 
•    Applicants must have had pre-
pandemic incomes at or below 
80% of the Area Medium Income.
Households applying for assis-
tance will have to submit their ma-
terials through a web portal. Ap-
plicants with insufficient internet 
access or who need assistance will 
be able to apply through non-profit 
housing counseling organizations, 
legal services providers, or an 
HCR-operated telephone hotline. 
Visit hcr.ny.gov/homeowners for 
more information on the Home 
Owners Assistance Fund, and 
other resources for homeowners 
in New York State. 
     Senator Sanders in partner-
ship with Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Jamaica is continuing 
virtual landlord / tenant assistance 
clinics and NHSJ can also provide 
help with HAF once the program 
launches. Please call Senator 
Sanders’ Office for more informa-
tion at 718-523-3069.

Grandma’s house, or money to 
make holiday gatherings extra 
special.”
     Across New York, 2,012,000 
monthly tax cuts went to fami-

lies in November for a total of 
$847.2 million. The average 
payment per household was 
$421.
     And all over the country, the 
Treasury Department distrib-
uted nearly $16 billion to the 

hardworking families of over 
61 million children.
     Click HERE to learn more 
about the Joint Economic Com-
mittee’s study on how the Child 
Tax Credit is supporting local 
economies nationwide.

Maloney: During Holiday Season, Child Tax Credit Put 
$13.2 Million in Tax Cuts Back in NY-12 Families’ Pockets
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Photo of Cramer Quartet by Lauren Desberg

Con Edison Fights Food Insecurity With Holidays Approaching
     With the holidays approaching 
and the weather turning cold, Con 
Edison employees are volunteer-
ing at food distribution sites 
across New York City, adding 
friendly faces to the $600,000 the 
company has given to nonprofit 
organizations this year to combat 
food insecurity.
     “Con Edison has a long tradi-
tion of supporting underserved 
communities in New York City 
and Westchester County,” said 
Frances A. Resheske, Senior Vice 
President, Corporate Affairs, Con 
Edison. “We are proud of our 
employees who give their time to 
fight hunger as the city and nation 
continue to build back from the 
pandemic.” 
     Con Edison employees have 
helped stock food stations and 
distribute thousands of pounds 
of fresh produce in Brooklyn 
and the Bronx in recent weeks, 
and will participate in another 

distribution event in Staten Island 
in December. The mobile markets 
are run by City Harvest, and the 
food is given to needy New York-
ers free of charge.
     In 2021, Con Edison has fi-
nancially supported 30 nonprofit 
organizations that provide food to 
those in need in their communi-
ties. Among them is The Bowery 
Mission, which is gearing up for 
its annual Thanksgiving Celebra-
tion, when 1,000 Thanksgiving 
meals will be served.
     Food insecurity has risen 
sharply in New York City dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic, 
particularly among children. An 
estimated 1.5 million New York-
ers experience food insecurity, 
including one in four children 
in the city, according to City 
Harvest. 
     Other nonprofit organiza-
tions supported by Con Edison 
include: Food Bank for New York 

City, Feeding Westchester, God’s 
Love We Deliver, Citymeals 
on Wheels, St. Francis Food 
Pantries and Shelters, African 
Refuge, Asian Americans for 
Equality, Bk Rot, Fordham Uni-
versity, GrowNYC, H.E.A.L.T.H. 
for Youths, Hamilton-Madi-
son House, Hot Bread Kitchen, 
Lenox Hill Neighborhood House, 
Mayors Fund to Advance New 
York City, New York Common 
Pantry, Par t of the Solution, 
Project Hospitality, Red Hook 
Initiative, Resource Center for 
Community Development, Re-
think Food NYC, Rev. Linnette 
C. Williamson Memorial Park 
Association, Services & Advo-
cacy for Gay Lesbian Bisexual 
& Transgender Elders, Services 
for the Underserved, Campaign 
Against Hunger, UA3, USO of 
Metropolitan New York, West 
Side Center for Community Life, 
and World Central Kitchen.

Largest Federal Employee Union Applauds Biden  
Administration for Guidance on Vaccine Mandate Discipline 

     In response to the administra-
tion’s announcement that they 
would be deferring suspensions 
and removals related to President 
Biden’s vaccine mandate until 
after the holiday season, Ameri-
can Federation of Government 
Employees, AFL-CIO (AFGE) 
National President Everett Kelley 
released the following statement:

     “The administration has done 
the right thing by listening to 
federal workers, taking their con-
cerns seriously, and giving those 
who haven’t yet gotten vaccinated 
some peace of mind this holiday 
season.
     “Once again, President Biden 
has demonstrated his commitment 
to hearing from rank-and-file 

federal employees through their 
unions and responding to workers’ 
concerns.
     “While we applaud the policy 
that defers suspensions and re-
movals, we continue to encourage 
all our members who are able to 
obtain one of the FDA-approved 
anti-COVID vaccines as soon as 
they possibly can.”

Meng And Malliotakis Call on Head of 
Fema to Address Low Amounts of Aid 

Provided to New York Ida Victims
     U.S. Reps. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) and Nicole Malliotakis 
(R-Staten Island/Brooklyn) to-
day urged the head of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) to address the 
low amounts of disaster aid that 
the agency has provided to New 
Yorkers who sustained extensive 
damage from the recent flooding 
caused by the remnants of Hur-
ricane Ida.
     In a letter to FEMA Admin-
istrator Deanne Criswell, the 
Congresswomen said they have 
been contacted by constituents 
who have received extremely low 
payouts for major devastation that 
the storm caused to their homes. 
These FEMA payments do not 
even come close to meeting their 
repair needs. In just two of the 
many cases, a local resident re-
ceived just $5,000 for $30,000 in 
damages, and another got only 
$5,500 for $50,000 in damages.
     “The remnants of Hurricane 
Ida wreaked havoc on our region 
with my congressional district 
among the hardest hit by the 
unprecedented f looding,” said 
Congresswoman Meng. “Many 

of those I represent continue to 
struggle with making repairs and 
replacing their belongings, and the 
small payouts by FEMA are only 
making it harder for these indi-
viduals to get back on their feet. 
FEMA must do better. We call on 
the agency to immediately fix this 
problem so that constituents can 
move forward with recovering 
from the storm and getting their 
lives back on track.”
     “The remnants of Hurricane 
Ida caused serious damage to 
residents in my community and 
the current FEMA payouts don’t 
even come close to covering the 
cost of their repairs,” said Con-
gresswoman Malliotakis. “I urge 
FEMA to immediately address 
this issue and review appeals more 
thoroughly to provide residents 
the aid they deserve.”
     The letter by Meng and Mal-
liotakis also asks FEMA to reduce 
barriers that Limited English 
Prof icient communities have 
faced in seeking disaster relief, 
specifically requesting that the 
agency hire an individual with 
appropriate language skills help 
with the process.

Council Member Vallone Announces 
Approval of Long Awaited All Way Stop 

sign at 12th Road and 150th Street
     After almost a decade Vallone 
victorious with safer streets for 
Whitestone
     Virtual City Hall - Council 
Member Paul A. Vallone was 
informed by the New York City 
Department of Transportation 
(DOT) that a long awaited all-
way stop sign was approved for 
the intersection of  12th road 
and 150th street in Whitestone. 
The DOT estimates that the sign 
will be installed the beginning of 
December. This  announcement 
closes out nearly a decade of ad-
vocacy from the Council Member 
for this much needed traffic calm-
ing device. 
     The stop sign will be placed 
along a beloved commercial cor-
ridor next to the famous Cherry 
Valley deli in Whitestone and will 
make it safer for patrons to walk 
to their destinations and frequent 

local businesses. Projects like 
these have been made possible by 
the diligent work of DOT Queens 
Borough Commissioner Nicole 
Garcia, who has been a great ally 
to the cause of traffic safety in our 
district and around the borough. 
The Council Member has been 
fighting for this since his first year 
in office in 2014. 
     “I am proud to advocate for 
safer streets in Whitestone and 
across my entire district, and I’m 
happy to see that the Department 
of Transportation was able to ap-
prove this much needed stop sign 
in our community.” said Council 
Member Paul Vallone. “Safety has 
always been a top priority during 
my time as Council Member, and 
projects like these make me glad 
that I was able to leave my district 
safer than when I started my ten-
ure as Council Member.”

Incoming Mayor And Comptroller Announce Joint Task 
Force: a Better Contract For New York

Eric Adams and Brad Lander 
partner on convening stakehold-
ers to improve contracting and 
get nonprofit service providers 
paid on time
 
     Newly elected citywide lead-
ers, incoming Mayor Eric Adams 
and incoming Comptroller Brad 
Lander, are already working 
together to solve long-standing 
issues in city governance that 
impact the delivery of services 
to New Yorkers. The pair an-
nounced, “A Better Contract for 
New York: A Joint Task Force to 
Get Nonprofits Paid On Time” 
and convened the first meeting 
of the taskforce on the first day 
of December.
     Adams and Lander announced 
the new task force in a Daily 
News op-ed today, which can be 
found here.
     New York City contracts out 
many of its programs to nonprof-
its—from health care and housing 
assistance to shelter operations to 
nonprofit human service provid-
ers. Unfortunately, many of these 
partners wait months, and up to 
more than a year, to get paid for 
services they provide to New 
Yorkers. Delays and dysfunc-
tion in the process of approving, 
investigating, registering, and 
paying contractors have left many 
nonprofits in a lurch, taking out 
loans to continue their essential 
operations while they wait for 
reimbursement from the City.
     “The City cannot deliver 
critical services to New Yorkers 
without our nonprofits—and so 
they must be treated fairly and 
responsibly by government,” 
said Mayor-elect Adams. “My 

partnership with Comptroller-
elect Lander on this task force 
will repair long-standing failures 
of the government that have 
harmed New Yorkers by harm-
ing our nonprofits, and also send 
the message to our providers and 
taxpayers that the City will run 
more efficiently and effectively 
as we face serious challenges in 
the months and years ahead.”
     “NYC’s nonprofit human 
service sector provides essential 
resources to New Yorkers, and 
their support has been needed 
more than ever during the pan-
demic,” said Comptroller-elect 
Brad Lander. “Reforming our 
procurement process to get con-
tracts done and paid on time so 
that nonprofits can continue to 
provide those essential services 
is a top priority to ensure our 
city lives up to its promises. I’m 
proud to work with Mayor-elect 
Adams on this first collaboration 
towards solving critical problems 
that get in the way of delivering 
for New Yorkers.”
     This Task Force will help de-
velop concrete actions plans for 
both leaders to implement. Key 
areas of focus will include:
-    Preventing delays in the con-
tract registration process 
-    Significantly reducing pay-
ment delays to nonprofit contrac-
tors and increasing the predict-
ability of payment schedules 
-    Improving and better inte-
grating the City’s contracting 
systems, including but not limited 
to PASSPort
-    Increasing public transparency 
in the contract registration and 
payment process 
-    Delivering on the City’s recent 

commitment to increase the “in-
direct cost rate” (many organiza-
tions have not had their contract 
amendments for increased ICRs 
approved or paid for recent years)
-    Creating new systems for im-
proved and shared accountability 
through enhanced coordination 
between Mayoral agencies and 
the Comptroller’s Bureau of 
Contract Administration
-    Addressing procurement chal-
lenges with respect to non-City 
capital funds
     The Mayor and Comptroller 
are jointly responsible for pro-
curement and contract adminis-
tration, each playing a defined 
role to protect public funds and 
award contracts fairly. Achieving 
meaningful reform — to ensure 
nonprofit contractors are paid 
on time, in full, on a predictable 
schedule, while preserving ap-
propriate oversight to prevent 
abuses — requires coordination 
between Mayoral agencies and 
the Comptroller’s Bureau of Con-
tract Administration.
     Mayor-elect Adams and 
Comptroller-elect Lander are 
committed to partnering together 
to bring disparate agencies and 
nonprofit stakeholders into the 
room to reform the contracting 
process and reduce payment 
delays. 
     Task Force Members: 
     Co-Chairs: Amy Sananman 
and Annie Levers
Debbie Almontaser, Bridging 
Cultures Group Inc.
Meg Barnette, Nonprofit New 
York
D o u g  B a u e r ,  T h e  C l a r k  
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Did You 
Know?HOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 12/2/21 - 12/8/21

ARIES
(Mar. 21- April 20)
Travel should be on your agenda 
this week. You will drive your 
partner crazy with your ideas. 
Try sorting them out before you 
present them. Your lucky numbers 
are 9,4,3.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Your excellent memory will aid 
your accomplishments. Resist 
any idle chatter. Things will be 
emotional with your partner. Your 
lucky numbers are 4,3,1.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Your emotional state could leave 
you confused. Make a promise 
that will stabilize your personal 
life. Sign up for courses that will 
bring you more skills. Your lucky 
numbers are 8,2,1.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
You can make a big difference to 
children if you are understanding 
of the difficulties they are expe-
riencing. Your lucky numbers 
are 2,5,1.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Think before you act. Opportuni-
ties may come up at prestigious 
affairs. Communication will be 
your strong point. Your lucky 
numbers are 5,3,1.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23  - Sept. 23)
Emotional relationships will be 
plentiful if you attend group 
activities. It may not be the best 
day to confront employers or to 
present your ideas. Your lucky 
numbers are 2,7,4.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24  - Oct. 23)
You can come up with solutions 
to the problems responsible for 
inefficiencies at work. Arguments 
with relatives may lead to a split in 
the family. lucky numbers are 9,1,7.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
A change is in your future. Some-
one may be trying to damage 
your reputation. Get involved in 
creative projects that could turn 
into moneymaking ventures. Your 
lucky numbers are 7,8,9.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23  - Dec. 21)
A female colleague may cause 
problems for you. Start sending 
out those resumes. Don’t follow 
any stock tips this week. Your 
lucky numbers are 1,9,2.

CAPRICORN
(Dec 22 -  Jan. 20)
Your new romantic partner will 
not work out for you. Try not to 
allow your partner to lead you 
astray or upset your routine. Your 
lucky numbers are 5,9,2.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Small business ventures can 
earn you extra cash. Travel will 
enhance romance and adventure. 
You need to get out if you want 
to meet potential partners. Your 
lucky numbers are 7,3,2.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Develop more skills. You will be 
prone to carelessness that could 
result in accidents. You are likely 
to be left alone if you don’t bend 
a little. Your lucky numbers are 
1,6,4.

TRY AND FIND

Bake 
Bells 
Bow 
Candles 
Carols 
Celebrate 
Children 
Cookies 
Decorations 

Evergreen 
Family 
Festival 
Friends 
Garland 
Glitter 
Icicles 
Jingle 
Joy 

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Short person
6. Sprockets
10. Dogfish
14. Audio communications
15. Astringent
16. Proven information
17. Zeal
18. Former Italian currency
19. Within
20. Mystifying
22. Masterstroke
23. ___ populi
24. Whiskers
26. Made noises while sleeping
30. Spanish for “Friend”
32. Flamingo or heron
33. People of high status
37. As just mentioned
38. Twisted
39. Ogive
40. He loves being punished
42. Draw forth
43. Lift
44. Worn away
45. Central points
47. Mistake
48. Formally surrender
49. From that time on
56. Coral barrier
57. Adriatic resort
58. Latin name for our planet
59. Brother of Jacob
60. God of love
61. Of a pelvic bone
62. Water source
63. A Greek territorial unit
64. Near

DOWN
1. Apothecary’s weight
2. Cautious
3. Contributes
4. Violent disturbance
5. For a limitless time
6. Chalice
7. Hodgepodge
8. Mentor
9. Very good (British)
10. Fan
11. Country estate
12. Convulsion
13. At the peak of
21. 16 1/2 feet
25. Years
26. Breaststroke
27. Nil
28. Poems
29. Repentant
30. Beguile
31. Pepper____
33. Goddess of discord
34. Gunk
35. Behold, in old Rome
36. Outbuilding
38. Signalled
41. Feline
42. Fickle
44. Before, poetically
45. Ganders
46. Something to shoot for
47. Jagged
48. Team
50. Employ
51. Anagram of “Dome”
52. Tumbled
53. Threesome
54. Historical periods
55. Dash

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Lights 
Merry 
Mistletoe 
Ornament 
Peace 
Poinsettia 
Presents 
Reindeer 
Ribbon 

Rudolph 
Shopping 
Sleigh 
Snow 
Stockings 
Tinsel 
Tree 
Winter 
Wreath 

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

www.queenstimes.com

CH R IST M A S T I M E

●   11% of people are left handed
●   August has the highest percent-
age of births
●   Unless food is mixed with 
saliva you can’t taste it
●   The average person falls asleep 
in 7 minutes
●   A bear has 42 teeth
●   An ostrich’s eye is bigger than 
its brain
●   Lemons contain more sugar 
than strawberries
●   8% of people have an extra rib
●   85% of plant life is found in 
the ocean
●   Ralph Lauren’s original name 
was Ralph Lifshitz
●   Rabbits like licorice
●   The Hawaiian alphabet has 
13 letters
●   ’Topolino’ is the name for 
Mickey Mouse Italy
●   A lobsters blood is colorless 
but when exposed to oxygen it 
turns blue
●   Armadillos have 4 babies at a 
time and are all the same sex
●   Reindeer like bananas
●   The longest recorded flight of 
a chicken was 13 seconds
●   Birds need gravity to swallow
●   The most commonly used letter 
in the alphabet is E
●   The 3 most common languages 
in the world are Mandarin Chi-
nese, Spanish and English
●   he Internet was originally 
called ARPANet (Advanced Re-
search Projects Agency Network) 
designed by the US department 
of defense
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Assemblyman Colton Calls Upon Parents 
to Express Their Opinion on What Kind of 

Chancellor NYC Schools Need

     Assemblyman William Colton 
(D – Gravesend, Bensonhurst, Bath 
Beach, and Dyker Heights) calls upon 
parents to voice their opinion on what 
kind of Chancellor NYC schools must 
have.
     “I believe that the next NYC 
schools Chancellor must be someone 
who will bring us all together by 
inspiring educational leadership that 
will motivate excellent academic 
standards, especially in the foundation 
skills needed to build future success 
and programs for all our school 
children, including more health and 
physical education programs to 
promote good health practices. Such 
a school leader must expand gifted 
and talented programs in every 
neighborhood, insist our schools 
strictly and fully implement the IEP 
for our special education programs 
for all our special needs children, 
select creative and top quality 
remedial programs for those children 
underperforming grade standards, 
and provide the cultural arts, music 
and vocational programs for those 
children showing such talents and 
interests. The next School Chancellor 
must present a proven track record 

of raising educational academic bars 
while judging students by their merit 
and not by their social identity,” Colton 
stated.
     “A Chancellor of NYC schools 
must have a proven record of valuing 
the lowering of class sizes to better 
meet individual needs of students as 
well as keep them safe by providing 
the opportunity of increasing social 
distancing in smaller classes. We 
need a Chancellor who prioritizes a 
holistic approach to education which 
will include social workers, guidance 
counselors, and nurses as part of 
the educational professionals in each 
school. Hard work by students must be 
praised as positive conduct, and not be 
berated as a privilege,” Colton said.
     “A positive belief must be instilled 
in our school system that all children 
can be provided excellent education 
and that every child can learn if 
the system succeeds in reaching 
individual needs early in each child’s 
life cycle. Pre-K and full-day K must 
be considered essential components 
of our education system. And that 
Chancellor must have respect for all 
established education models, which 
demonstrate a benefit for children,” 
Colton continued. 
     Parents should begin now to 
make their voices heard on what 
positive qualities they are looking 
for in the next Chancellor so that 
we do not get a Chancellor, like the 
past two Chancellors, who merely 
seek diversity to cover up ideological 
solutions to the real necessity of 
leadership in marshaling the resources 
and programs to help professional staff 
advance the individual educational 
and academic needs of each child,” 
Colton added.

Reps. Maloney, Nadler, Union Leaders, and Advocates  
Applaud Funding For The World Trade Center Health  

Program in House Passed Build Back Better Act
     Representatives Carolyn B. Ma-
loney (D-NY) and Jerrold Nadler 
(D-NY), original sponsors of H.R. 
4965, the 9/11 Responder and Sur-
vivor Health Funding Correction 
Act, gathered with 9/11 respond-
ers, survivors, union leaders, and 
community advocates to applaud 
the funding for the World Trade 
Center Health Program (WTCHP) 
that is included in the House 
passed Build Back Better Act.
     The WTCHP needs adequate 
funding now and in the future 
so that every injured and ill 9/11 
responder and survivor has access 
to the medical treatment they need 
and deserve.
      “Earlier this month, I was 
proud to join my House colleagues 
in voting for the Build Back Better 
Act. I stand here today to mark 
this legislative achievement and 
celebrate that the Build Back 
Better Act provides $2.86 bil-
lion dollars to the World Trade 
Center Health Program,” said 
Rep. Maloney. “This essential 
health program provides medi-
cal treatment and monitoring for 
more than 110,000 responders and 
survivors of the 9/11 attacks, who 
live in every state and in 434 out 
of 435 congressional districts. We 
lost nearly 3,000 people on 9/11, 
and in the 20 years since the attack 
– the death toll continues to climb. 
I thank my colleagues Represen-
tatives Nadler and Pallone for our 
partnership to ensure this critical 
funding is there for the for 9/11 
responders and survivors. They 
were there for us, and now it is 
my ongoing commitment, to be 
there for them.”
     “I am proud of the additional 
funding we have secured for the 
World Trade Center Health Pro-

gram in the Build Back Better 
Act,” said Congressman Jerrold 
Nadler. “This funding will raise 
spending caps for the program, 
ensuring that every affected sur-
vivor and responder has access to 
the critical medical care that they 
need. By securing this invest-
ment, we are further honoring 
our commitment to these brave 
men and women. I want to thank 
the survivors and responders who 
have helped us advocate for this 
investment, and I want to thank 
Congresswoman Maloney for her 
partnership especially.”
     “Funding for the World Trade 
Center Health Program in the 
Build Back Better Act is a clear 
testament to our commitment 
to the first responders and the 
survivors who continue to en-
dure the physical and emotional 
trauma from the terrorist attacks 
on September 11, 2001,” said Rep. 
Frank Pallone Jr. “As Chairman 
of the Energy and Commerce 

Committee, I included this fund-
ing in the Build Back Better Act, 
because it is essential to ensuring 
that we fulfill our obligation to the 
individuals who require medical 
care. We can never fully repay 
the debt of gratitude we owe to 
responders and survivors, but we 
can make sure they have access 
to the medical care they rightfully 
deserve. We will never forget the 
sacrifices they have made in ser-
vice to our nation.”
     “The World Trade Center 
Health Program is facing pro-
jected shortfalls that will jeopar-
dize its ability to provide much 
needed care and monitoring for 
the responders and survivors 
who continue to suffer because 
of the 9/11 attacks,” said Mario 
Cilento, President, NYS AFL-
CIO. “Thankfully, Representa-
tives Carolyn Maloney and Jerry 
Nadler fought successfully to in-

Assemblyman David I. Weprin and Local Leaders Denounce 
Menorah Vandalism

     Assemblyman David I. Weprin 
convened a gathering of religious 
and community leaders at 12:00 
PM today to denounce the sus-
pected vandalism of a Menorah 
in Hollis Hills. In attendance with 
Assemblyman Weprin were Sena-
tor John Liu, Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic, City Council Member 
Barry Grodenchik, Rabbi Yer-
achmiel Zalmanov, Rabbi David 
Wise, Rabbi Gary Greene, and 
Rabbi Mayer Waxman.
     In the early evening of Saturday, 
November 27th, the large Meno-
rah located on the traffic island at 
the intersection of Union Turnpike 
and 220th Street, was knocked 
into the road and most of its lights 
broken. Rabbi Zalmanov, who 
erected the Menorah, reported the 
incident to the NYPD. A similar 
incident occurred in December 
2014 at the same location.
     “Chanukah is a time of peace 
and joy. No acts of vandalism or 
anti-Semitism will ever be toler-
ated,” said Assemblyman David 
Weprin. “Each incident is dehu-
manizing and a repugnant stain on 
our community. We are watching. 
The hard-working members of 
law enforcement are watching. 
And this community - where we 
always have each other’s backs - is 
watching.”
     “Barely a week has passed since 

our community came together to 
condemn an act of antisemitism at 
Bagels & Co., and today, we are 
compelled to once again gather in 
defiance of yet another act of in-
tolerance,” State Senator John Liu 
stated. “That this vandalism oc-
curred as New Yorkers celebrated 
the first night of Hanukkah stings 
all the more, but our community 
will never waiver in our determi-
nation to fight back against hatred 
and division in any form.”
     Elected in 2010, David I. We-
prin represents the 24th Assembly 
District of New York State in 

Queens. Comprised of the partial 
or entire communities of Briar-
wood, Bellerose Manor, Fresh 
Meadows, Glen Oaks, Hillcrest, 
Hollis Hills, Holliswood, Jamaica 
Estates, Jamaica Hills, Oakland 
Gardens, Queens Village,
     Richmond Hill, and Utopia; the 
24th Assembly District boasts one 
of the most diverse constituencies 
in New York State. Prior to his 
election to the Assembly, David 
represented Hollis Hills and other 
communities in Eastern Queens in 
the New York City Council from 
2002 - 2009.
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Friend’s Tavern “The Oldest Gay Bar in Queens”  
Celebrate’s Purchase of Building With TD Bank, Assembly 
Member Catalina Cruz And Queens Chamber of Commerce

Friend’s Tavern has operated in Jackson Heights for 32 years, and thanks to a partnership 
with TD Bank, Assembly Member Catalina Cruz and the Queens Chamber of Commerce was 

able to purchase their building so they can continue to serve Queens’ LGBTQ community

     Recently, Friend’s Tavern, 
the oldest gay bar in Queens, 
celebrated the purchase of their 
building, which will allow them 
to continue to serve patrons from 
Jackson Heights and beyond for 
years to come. Eddie Valentine, 
who owns the iconic bar that has 
been serving the LGBTQ com-
munity in Jackson Heights for 32 
years, was able to purchase their 
building after securing a mortgage 
from TD Bank. The celebration 
was attended by Rich Dzwlewicz 
and Steve Garibell from TD 
Bank, Assembly Member Cata-
lina Cruz, Assembly Member 
Jessica González-Rojas, Council 
Member-elect Lynn Schulman, 
Council Member-Elect Shekar 
Krishnan, and Tom Grech of the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce.
     “I am thrilled to be celebrat-
ing our permanent acquisition 
of Friend’s Tavern, after over 32 
years of business here in Jackson 
Heights, Queens, which is the 
melting pot of the world. It has 
been our privilege to serve this 
neighborhood as well as so many 
customers from the rest of the city 
who seek a second home, and a 
safe space where we serve smiles 
and hugs with every libation. For 
three decades our space has been 
a refuge for our LGBTQ commu-
nity, not only from the U.S., but 
from so many countries around 

the world.  We look forward to 
the next thirty years of creating 
friendships, and giving our love 
back to our wonderful commu-
nity!” said Eddie Valentin, owner 
of Friend’s Tavern. 
     Upon hearing that Friend’s 
Tavern wanted to purchase the 
building, Assembly Member 
Catalina Cruz connected owner 
Valentine with the Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce, who facilitated 
an introduction to representatives 
from TD Bank.
     “We are thrilled that we were 
able to be a trusted partner to Ed-
die and Casimiro, providing them 

the financing needed to continue 
their 32 year legacy as a safe space 
for the Queens LGBTQ Commu-
nity and its allies. This celebration 
reinforces how strong partner-
ships between local officials, 
community organizations and 
financial institutions can help our 
small business community reach 
their goals and help fuel the local 
economy,” said  Steven Garibell, 
Vice President LGBTQ+ & Com-
munity Business Development.
     “For 32 years, Friend’s Tavern, 
the oldest gay bar in Queens, has 

Council Member James F. Gennaro 
Statement on Sexual Misconduct at 

Townsend Harris High School

     “In 2019, a city Special Commissioner 
of Investigation (SCI) report found that 
THHS teacher Joseph Canzoneri 
had sexual relations with a student 
after providing her with alcohol and 
marijuana and that he engaged in 
other forms of sexual misconduct 
with other students. THHS is located 
in the 24th Council District, which I 
represent. 
     The NYC Department of Education 
(DOE) appropriately pursued his 
termination after the SCI report, 
but all charges against him were 
later dropped because the involved 
students refused to testify against him 
in a hearing.
     Although I am normally cautious to 
not call for the removal and punishment 
of  a  teacher  over  a l legat ions 
unless they are substantiated after 
appropriate due process, in this case 
the SCI report was unequivocal in the 
findings of its investigation that Joseph 
Canzoneri had indeed engaged in 

sexual relations with several students. 
The report findings are the difference. 
     In light of the findings of the 
SCI report and the gravity of the 
charges against Canzoneri, I find it 
unconscionable that Canzoneri was 
returned in September to THHS, 
where although he was no longer 
assigned to a teaching position, he 
had access to students. This was 
an outrageously insensitive and 
dangerous decision by the DOE, and 
I condemn the judgement of the DOE 
that put additional students at risk for 
sexual predation. 
     Fortunately, intrepid student reporters 
at the THHS’ student newspaper, The 
Classic, revealed the colossal blunder 
of the Board of Education (BOE) and 
their reporting led to the permanent 
removal of Canzoneri from THHS 
and his placement in a DOE central 
administration building without contact 
with students, according to the DOE.
     I stand with the students and parents 
of the THHS student body, and with the 
students and parents and guardians 
of all NYC students that there needs 
to be zero tolerance for any form of 
sexual predation in NYC schools. I 
congratulate the student reporters of 
The Classic for their service to the 
THHS community in revealing the 
DOE’s dangerous and unconscionable 
lapse in judgement.”

Tanglewood Marionettes Return to Flushing Town Hall on 
December 11 With Award-Winning Presentation of  

The Dragon King
     On Saturday, December 11, 
the award-winning Tanglewood 
Marionettes return to Flushing 
Town Hall with an underwater 
fantasy based on Chinese folk-
lore. The Dragon King, featuring 
colorful sea creatures, an exciting 
adventure, and gorgeous hand-
crafted marionettes, will inspire a 
love for puppetry in children and 
adults alike.
     The Dragon King will cap-
tivate audiences of all ages with 
a story that transports viewers 
to a land overtaken by a terrible 
drought, where everything has 
turned brown and lifeless. An 
intrepid grandmother journeys 
to the bottom of the sea in search 
of the elusive Dragon King, ruler 
over all things water, to find out 
why he has not brought the life-
giving rains. 
     Tanglewood Marionettes last 
performed Dragon King, as well 
as the classic fairy tale Cinderella, 
to a sold-out audience at Flushing 
Town Hall in 2018. To meet the 
high demand and allow for social 
distancing this year, Flushing 
Town Hall will host two separate 
shows on December 11, allowing 
for smaller audiences, at 11 AM 
and 2 PM. Each performance will 
be presented to both an in-person 
and virtual audience.
     Founded in 1993, Tanglewood 
Marionettes is a nationally touring 
marionette theater based in New 
England. Large, beautifully hand-
crafted marionettes, colorful sets, 
and integrated lighting and sound 

create a fully immersive theatri-
cal experience. Its highly skilled 
puppeteers have spent many years 
perfecting their art and delighting 
audiences of all ages as they bring 
a repertoire of classic tales to life. 
Tanglewood Marionettes is the 
recipient of two UNIMA awards, 
puppetry’s highest honor, for The 
Dragon King and An Arabian 
Adventure. 
     Peter and Anne Schaefer are the 
leading puppeteers of Tanglewood 
Marionettes and their Dragon 
King performance.
     Peter Schaefer was born into 
a family of puppeteers, and has 
been performing with hand pup-
pets, rod puppets, and marionettes 
since he was knee-high. After 

apprenticing with the Bennington 
Puppets for several years, Peter 
purchased a marionette show and 
launched his own company. After 
touring nationally, Peter decided 
to join forces with a fellow puppe-
teer and Tanglewood Marionettes 
was born.
     Anne Schaefer on the other 
hand, would have never thought 
of becoming a puppeteer when 
she was young. Now, however, 
she can’t imagine being anything 
else. After studying art and phi-
losophy in college, Anne took a 
summer job with the Bennington 
Puppets of Bennington, VT. The 
summer job turned into five years 
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

(Continued from page 6)

(Dec. 3 to Dec. 9)

     Live music, Kung Fu, and 
wreath-making workshops domi-
nate the upcoming week. Choose 
between such genres as Hip Hop/
Classical, Son Jarocho, and Jazz 
and such materials as evergreens, 
pine, and fir. Save time for theater, 
puppets, and play development.
●    Dec. 3, Black Violin, 8 pm. 
High school buddies Kev Marcus 
and Wil Baptiste are classically 
trained on the violin and viola. 
They also have experience produc-
ing beats for South Florida rap-
pers. They combine their talents 
to create a unique sound that has 
garnished a Grammy nomina-
tion. Colden Auditorium, 153-49 
Reeves Ave., Flushing.
●    Dec. 3, Free First Friday, 11 am. 
On the first Friday of every month, 
admission is free. However, visits 
must be scheduled in advance due 
COVID. The Noguchi Museum, 
9-01 33rd Rd., LIC.
●    Dec. 4, Winter Wonder at the 
Garden, noon. Five hours of live 
music, a tree and menorah lighting, 
holiday crafts, a tree tour, selfies 
with Santa, and sales at the QBG 
Shop. Queens Botanical Garden, 
43-50 Main St., Flushing.
●    Dec. 4, NYsoundCircuit, 7:30 
pm. A night of contemporary 
music, comic illustration, and 
performance art with headline 
violinist Kinga Augustyn, Iktus 
Percussion, Purchase Contem-
porary Ensemble, and Resonant 
Refractions. The Secret Theatre, 
38-02 61st St., Woodside.
●    Dec. 4, New American Voices 
Play Reading Series, 8 pm. The 
second in-person play reading 
since the start of the pandemic 
features writers who identify as 
Asian, such as Kitty Chen (“Row-
ing to America”), Mrinalini Ka-
math (“Smooth Transition”), and 
Nandita Shenoy (“To The Stars”). 
Queens Theatre, 14 United Na-

clude and secured House passage 
of funding for the program in the 
landmark Build Back Better Act. 
We must ensure that as a country 
we live up to our duty to care for 
these brave men and women who 
have sacrificed so much. We are 
confident with the leadership of 
Chuck Schumer and the tireless 
advocacy of Kirsten Gillibrand, 
the Senate will finish the job.”
     “So many Americans will ben-
efit from the Build Back better,” 
said John Feal, 9/11 Responder 
and Advocate. “More importantly 
so many people affected by the 
aftermath of 9/11 will continue 
to get the healthcare they right-
fully deserve. We made a promise 
to them in 2010 & 2015 and the 
elected officials & advocates must 
keep that promise.”
     “The UFOA applauds the 

members of congress for funding 
the World Trade Center Heath 
Program through the build back 
better legislation,” said James 
McCarthy, President, Uniformed 
Fire Officers of America. “We 
especially thank Rep. Carolyn 
Maloney and the rest of the NY 
delegation for their tireless efforts 
in moving this forward.”
     “As the mom of three 9/11 
health impacted children, I 
couldn’t be more grateful to 
Congresswoman Maloney, Con-
gressman Nadler, and Chairman 
Pallone this Thanksgiving, for 
providing in the Build Back Bet-
ter Bill, authorization allowing 
the World Trade Center Health 
Program to create a research 
cohort for better study of the im-
pact of toxins at Ground Zero on 
those residents and students who 
were children and young adults 
at the time of the attack,” said 

Mariama James, 9/11 Survivor, 
Community Representative, and 
Community Leader. “Currently 
there is insufficient data on the 
potential health impacts because 
of the lack of sufficient research 
capabilities and Build Back Better 
will correct that.”
     “Providing funds in the Build 
Back Better Bill to address the 
impending budget deficit facing 
the World Trade Center Health 
Program will ensure that 9/11 
responders’ and survivors will 
continue to get the care and at-
tention that they deserve and de-
pend upon. And facilitating new 
research to examine the impact 
of 9/11 toxins on the survivor 
community will improve the 
knowledge and care needed to ad-
dress community concerns,” said 
Dr. Stephen Markowitz, Citizens 
for the Extension of the James 
Zadroga Act.

tions Ave. S., Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.
●    Dec. 4, Wreathmaking Work-
shops, Dec. 12. Learn how to deck 
the halls with evergreen boughs 
during this ongoing workshop 
on Dec. 4, 5, 11, and 12 at 10 am 
and 1 pm. Queens County Farm 
Museum, 73-50 Little Neck Pkwy., 
Glen Oaks.
●    Dec. 4, The Emperor’s New 
Clothes, 11 am. Sunnyside-based 
PinProductions streams this live 
bilingual (Spanish and English) 
play with actors who mix with ani-
mation to cr ●    eate a vibrant and 
fantastical version of a classic play.
●    Dec. 4, All The World’s A 
(Puppet) Stage, 1 pm. Learn how 
to make puppets and puppet the-
ater. King Manor Museum, 150-03 
Jamaica Ave.
●    Dec. 5, Kunqu Singing, 2 
pm. The Kunqu Society, which 
promotes a traditional Chinese 
theater genre, presents a live con-
cert of singing and music featuring 
resident artists and their students. 
Supertitles in English with bilin-
gual hosts. Flushing Town Hall, 
137-35 Northern Blvd.
●    Dec. 5, Procession, 7 pm. 
Director Robert Greene and col-
laborator Ed Gavagan watch and 
discuss this new film about six 
Midwestern men who endured 
childhood sexual assault at the 
hands of Catholic priests and 
clergy. They work through their 
trauma by codirecting a drama 
therapy-inspired experiment. Mu-
seum of the Moving Image, 36-01 
35th Ave., Astoria’s Kaufman Arts 
District.
●    Dec. 5, Protecting Flush-
ing Creek through the Rights of 
Nature, 1 pm. Indigenous lawyer 
Chief Harry Wallace, environ-
mental legal scholar Rebecca 
Bratspies, Year of Uncertainty, and 
Guardians of Flushing Bay present 

a program on environmental pro-
tection related to Flushing Creek’s 
wetlands. Queens Museum, NYC 
Building, Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park.
●    Dec. 5, Holiday Wreath Mak-
ing Workshops, Dec. 11. Create a 
wreath using fresh cut pine, fir, 
and other evergreens. Sessions on 
Dec. 5 at 11 am and 2 pm and Dec. 
11 at 11 am. Queens Botanical 
Garden, 43-50 Main St., Flushing.
●    Dec. 6, Old School Kung Fu 
Fest, Dec. 13. This ninth annual 
program pays homage to Joseph 
Kuo with four online films (Dec. 
6-13) and five in-person ones 
(Dec. 10-12). A writer, produc-
er, and director, Kuo delivered 
maximum impact on minimum 
budgets. Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District.
●    Dec. 7, Victor Murillo, 7 pm. 
Kupferberg Center for the Arts 
streams this concert with Victor 
Murillo playing a solo 30-minute 
set of Son Jarocho using multi 
layering recording techniques.
●    Dec. 8, Monthly Jazz Jam, 7 
pm. On the second Wednesday of 
the month, musicians hone skills 
and jam with peers during this 
program. The house band is led 
by saxophonist Carol Sudhalter. 
Don’t play? Listen! Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.
●    Dec. 9, Thursday Night Jazz: 
Gabriel Chakarji, 8 pm. This Latin 
Grammy-nominated pianist and 
composer merges the influences 
of his Venezuelan musical back-
grounds with a New York City 
Jazz sound. Originally from Cara-
cas, he grew up in a multicultural 
environment full of music that 
expands from Afro-Venezuelan 
Folk, Caribbean, and Brazilian to 
Jazz and Gospel. Jamaica Center 
for Arts & Learning, 161-04 Ja-
maica Ave.

Reps. Maloney, Nadler, Union Leaders, and Advocates  
Applaud Funding For The World Trade Center Health  

Program in House Passed Build Back Better Act
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Friend’s Tavern “The Oldest Gay Bar in Queens”  
Celebrate’s Purchase of Building With TD Bank, Assembly 
Member Catalina Cruz And Queens Chamber of Commerce

served as a cultural mecca, a home 
and haven to those without, and a 
beacon of hope and love for the 
LGBTQI community.  I am hon-
ored and thrilled to have been a 
part of the purchase of the building 
by Friends Tavern owner, Eddie 
Valentin, and his team, so that we 
can give this cultural institution a 
permanent home. I want to thank 
my partners in this endeavor, the 
Queens Chamber of Commerce, 
led by the amazing Tom Grech, 
and TD Bank, for their incredible 
commitment to Friend’s and all of 
the small businesses in Queens.  
We could not have done this with-
out you,” said Assembly Member 
Catalina Cruz.
     The celebration comes after a 
difficult year and a half. Queens 
amongst the communities hard-
est hit by the pandemic. The 
restrictions placed on bars and 
restaurants to halt the spread of the 
virus made it incredibly difficult 
for many small business owners 
to make ends meet. These trying 
circumstances only strengthened 
Eddie’s determination to purchase 
the building and ensure Friend’s 
Tavern could continue to operate 
for decades to come.
     “Iconic establishments like 
Friend’s Tavern make Queens 
special -- they add to the unique 
character of our neighborhoods 
and create jobs and opportunities 
for all. At the Chamber, we pride 

ourselves on helping facilitate 
connections between our mem-
bers that allow businesses to grow 
and thrive. We were delighted to 
put Eddie in touch with the team 
at TD Bank through our friend 
Assembly Member Catalina Cruz, 
and owe a huge thank you to Ralph 
Bumbaca, Rich Dzwlewicz, Steve 
Garibell and the team at TD Bank 
for making today possible. We 
are delighted that Friend’s Tavern 
will continue to serve the LGBTQ 
community in Jackson Heights, 
and look forward to enjoying 
many more celebratory occasions 
at the bar in years to come,” said 
Tom Grech, President and CEO 
of the Queens Chamber of Com-
merce.
     “For decades, Jackson Heights 
has been a base for LGBTQ cul-
ture and activism. Friends Tavern 
has been a home for so many of 
us who have engaged in both and 
I’m so thrilled to celebrate the 
purchase of the building, which 
will ensure that its contributions to 
our community continue to live on 
and benefit generations to come. 
I’m so grateful to all of the com-
munity partners who contributed 
to this effort and to my colleague, 
Assemblywoman Catalina Cruz, 
who continues to be an incredible 
ally for our LGBTQ communities. 
Congratulations to Eddie Valen-
tine, the staff, and all friends of 
Friends Tavern,” said Assembly-
member Jessica González-Rojas.
     “As the oldest gay bar in 

Queens, Friends Tavern has been 
an inclusive and historic safe 
space for our LGBTQIA+ commu-
nity for decades. I’m so proud to 
celebrate with Eddie and the whole 
team at Friends their purchase of 
the building and to recognize how 
beloved of an institution it is for 
Jackson Heights, Elmhurst, and all 
of Queens. Friends Tavern reflects 
the very best of our community -- 
a shining example of inclusivity, 
equality, and warmth. Here’s to 
many more years of celebration of 
this cherished small business as it 
continues to grow!” said Council 
Member-elect Shekar Krishnan.
     “Friend’s Tavern is a historic 
cornerstone of the LGBTQ com-
munity in Queens. For decades, 
when our community had few 
choices for socializing in public, 
Friend’s Tavern was always a wel-
coming safe space. It is wonderful 
news that this vital institution now 
owns their own building and will 
be able to serve patrons for years 
to come,” said Council-Member 
elect Lynn Schulman.
     About the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce - The Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce is the oldest 
and largest business association 
in Queens, representing more 
than 1,400 businesses and more 
than 150,000 Queens-based em-
ployees. Its mission is to foster 
connections, educate for success, 
develop/implement programs and 
advocate for members’ interests. 
www.queenschamber.org

MODERN WIC Act Would In-
vest $60 Million to Modernize 
and Increase Access to Critical 
Safety Net Program; 
 
Remote Services Implemented 
During Pandemic Removed 
Barriers to WIC Benefits and 
Helped Increase Child Reten-
tion; Bill Would Make Changes 
Permanent
 
     U.S. Senator Kirsten Gilli-
brand, along with Senator Roger 
Marshall, introduced the bipar-
tisan More Options to Develop 
and Enhance Remote Nutrition 
in WIC Act (MODERN WIC) 
to make WIC more accessible 
to low-income families and help 
ensure more applicants receive 
needed benefits by allowing them 
to certify and recertify for WIC 
services remotely. In the first 
year of the pandemic alone, WIC 
providers reported a 2.5% increase 
in WIC participation and more 
low-income households continue 
relying on this social safety net to 
feed themselves and their families. 
To keep up with the growing need, 
Gillibrand’s bill would invest $60 
million to modernize the critical 
safety net program and codify two 
waivers granted through the Fami-
lies First Coronavirus Response 
Act that simplified user access 
to WIC benefits throughout the 
pandemic by offering remote ser-
vices. Currently, the two waivers 
are in place until the Public Health 
Emergency status is set to expire 
on January 16, 2022.
     “Bringing the WIC program 
into the 21st century will make 
these essential benefits more ac-
cessible than ever before,” said 
Senator Gillibrand. “Something as 
simple as loading a WIC EBT card 
should be easy and flexible, and 
should never be a roadblock that 
keeps families from putting food 
on the table. The MODERN WIC 
Act would provide the investments 
and upgrades needed so that all 
children and infants can have a 
healthy start to life.”
     “I am excited to partner with 
Senator Gillibrand on the MOD-
ERN WIC Act,” said Senator 
Marshall. “I’ve seen firsthand the 
benefits WIC brings to mothers 
and their children, heightening 
access and efficiency to the WIC 
program for American families 
is a common-sense solution in a 
post-pandemic world.”
     “Remote WIC services im-
plemented during COVID-19 
removed the most persistent bar-
riers to ongoing participation and 
resulted in sharp increases in child 
retention. The MODERN WIC 
Act is transformative legislation 
that smartly incorporates les-
sons learned during COVID-19 
to build stronger, more inclusive 
WIC services,” said Rev. Douglas 
Greenaway, President & CEO 
of the National WIC Associa-
tion. “The MODERN WIC Act 
lays out a measured approach 
to preserve f lexible appoint-
ment structures while bolstering 
WIC’s public health character by 
ensuring ongoing health assess-
ments and promoting coordination 
with physicians. WIC families 

should be given the same options 
available in healthcare settings, 
including online applications 
and telehealth appointments. As 
Congress considers Child Nutri-
tion Reauthorization, we thank 
Senators Gillibrand and Marshall 
for their leadership in spearhead-
ing this urgent effort to chart a 
course for modern, 21st-century 
WIC services.”
     “Our goal is to best serve 
moms, babies and young children, 
and The MODERN WIC Act is 
an important step to allow us to 
connect families as effectively 
as possible with WIC’s nutrition 
support,” said Lauren Brand, 
Chair of the WIC Association of 
NYS. “We know from decades of 
research findings both that WIC 
improves child health outcomes, 
and that out-dated technology 
and regulations have been long-
standing barriers to WIC access 
and retention. Local WIC agencies 
have worked hard to serve nearly 
370,000 New Yorkers every month 
throughout the COVID-19 public 
health crisis, and our participa-
tion has strengthened, thanks to 
USDA waivers allowing remote 
services. WIC will return to in-
office options after the national 
emergency health crisis, but as 
overdue advances in telehealth 
have made clear from lessons 
learned during the pandemic, 
video and telephone certifications 
should be allowed and equipped to 
continue. The MODERN WIC Act 
honors WIC’s public health mis-
sion and, as our nation’s premiere 
maternal and child health nutrition 
program, help WIC clinics rise 
to healthcare industry standards 
be 21st Century patient-centered 
and better serve this generation’s 
parents.”  
     “The Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics and our members sup-
port improving health and reduc-
ing food insecurity for pregnant 
people, new mothers and their 
children,” said Kevin L. Sauer, 
registered dietitian nutritionist and 
the Academy’s 2021-2022 Presi-
dent. “The Academy thanks U.S. 
Sens. Kirsten Gillibrand (N.Y.) 
and Roger Marshall (Kan.) for 
introducing the MODERN WIC 
Act, which capitalizes on lessons 
we’ve learned from the COVID-19 
pandemic and will provide flex-
ibility for WIC participants to use 
remote certification and ensure all 
eligible mothers and children can 
access this important program.”
     “We are grateful for Senator 
Gillibrand’s leadership in intro-
ducing The MODERN WIC Act,” 
said Andres Vives, Executive 
Director of Hunger Solutions New 
York. “This legislation equips our 
nation’s premiere maternal and 
child health nutrition program to 
be technologically responsive and 
attentive to the needs of today’s 
families. WIC currently serves 
less than 50 percent of potentially 
eligible moms, babies, and chil-
dren here in New York, and the 
MODERN WIC ACT will help 
more eligible families to get the 
benefits and food they need to 
thrive.”

Gillibrand Bill Modernizes WIC  
Program And Makes Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act Waivers  

Permanent

of intensive puppetry during which 
Anne immersed herself in the many 
facets of puppet theater. In 1993, 
Anne joined with Peter Schaefer in 
forming Tanglewood Marionettes.
     “We are thrilled to welcome 
back the amazing puppeteers of 
Tanglewood Marionettes for two 
shows of The Dragon King,” says 

Tanglewood Marionettes Return to Flushing Town Hall on 
December 11 With Award-Winning Presentation of  

The Dragon King
Flushing Town Hall’s Director of 
Education and Public Programs, 
Gabrielle M. Hamilton. “Audiences 
of all ages will be enchanted by the 
wonderful puppets as they come to 
life and share this heart-warming 
adventure story with a grandmother 
as the heroine. We are so pleased to 
be offering exciting live entertain-
ment to young children again in a 
safe space this holiday season.”

     Families have the option to at-
tend the performance in-person, 
or to watch the live-stream online. 
The performance is recommended 
for children in pre-K through sixth 
grade. In-person tickets are $12/$8 
Members & Children, and vir-
tual tickets are $5/$3 Members. 
For more information, visit www.
flushingtownhall.org or call (718) 
463-7700 x222.

(Continued from page 7)
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Foundation
Louisa Chafee, UJA-Federation of 
New York
Naima Chisolm, BTQ Financial
Alejandra Duque Cifuentes, Dance NYC
Sharon Greenberger, YMCA
David Greenfield, Met Council
Wayne Ho, Chinese American Plan-
ning Council
Michelle Jackson, Human Services 
Council
Ken Jockers, Hudson Guild
Jennifer Jones Austin, Federation of 
Protestant Welfare Agencies
Jose Mercado, NYC Department for 
the Aging (DFTA)

Morgan Monaco, Red Hook Initia-
tive
Haydee Morales, Casita Maria Cen-
ter for Arts & Education
Anthony Ng, NYC Department of 
Youth and Community Development 
(DYCD)
Preston Niblack, NYC Comptrol-
ler’s Office
Lisette Nieves, Fund for the City of 
New York
Michael Ognibene, NYC Depart-
ment for the Aging (DFTA)
Victor Olds, Mayor’s Office of Con-
tract Services (MOCS)
Joey Ortiz, NYC-ETC
Marcos Soler, Mayor’s Office of 
Criminal Justice (MOCJ)

Jonathan Springer, WHEDco
Susan Stamler, United Neighbor-
hood Houses
Dan Symon, Former CCPO, NYC
Ben Thomases, Queens Community 
House
Maria Torres-Springer, Ford Foun-
dation
Alan Van Capelle, Educational Al-
liance
Erin Villari, Mayor’s Office of Con-
tract Services (MOCS)
Barika Williams, Association of 
Housing and Neighborhood Devel-
opment
Jo-Ann Yoo, Asian American Fed-
eration

Incoming Mayor And Comptroller Announce Joint Task 
Force: a Better Contract For New York
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Queens-Based Job Training Non-Profit Pursuit 
Celebrates 11 of Their Fellows Getting Hired as 

Software Engineers at Amazon Web Services And 
Audible at a Ceremony Hosted In Long Island City

     Pursuit—a social impact 
organization that transforms 
the lives of low-income, 
high-potential individuals 
by training them to launch 
tech careers—celebrated 
11 of their Fellows get-
ting hired at Amazon and 
Audible at a Pursuit Gong 
Ceremony hosted at Pursuit 
headquarters in Long Island 
City, Queens. This oppor-
tunity is life-changing: on 
average these Fellows in-
creased their annual salaries 
5x to over six figures. 
     These hires, nine at Ama-
zon Web Services (AWS) 
and three at Audible, come 
as the result of a long-stand-
ing relationship between 
Pursuit and Amazon and 
builds upon their shared 
vision to create opportuni-
ties in tech for more New 
Yorkers: 
•    The AWS jobs were 
made possible through an 
all Amazon volunteer-led 
initiative launched in 2020 
for Pursuit alumni. Over the 
course of 6-months, over 
70 volunteers from around 
the world taught a rigorous 
cloud operations curriculum 
to enable Pursuit Fellows to 
learn additional skills for 
these positions.
•    The three Audible hires 
were allocated job oppor-
tunities created specifically 
for Pursuit Fellows through 
a direct hiring partnership. 
Pursuit worked with Audi-
ble to identify and onboard 
high-potential candidates 
and will continue to work 
with them to support their 
on-the-job growth. 
•    Most recently in mid-
2021, Amazon awarded 
Pursuit with a general oper-
ating grant to support their 
impact in the community. 
     “The tech industry has 
created more wealth, more 
companies, and more jobs 
than ever before. But these 
opportunities aren’t reach-
ing everyone,” says Jukay 
Hsu, CEO and cofounder of 
Pursuit. “By working with 
Amazon and Audible, we 
are ensuring that everyone, 
regardless of background, 
can achieve life-changing 
social and economic mo-
bility made possible by the 
tech industry. That way, 
we can create measurable 
impact and enduring trans-
formation for low-income 
communities here in New 
York City.”
     “These hard-working 
New Yorkers are an inspi-
ration to our entire com-
munity and exemplify how 
Pursuit is opening doors 
of opportunity in tech,” 
said Carley Graham Gar-
cia, Amazon’s NYC Head 
of External Affairs. “It is 
thrilling to welcome them 
into the ranks of Amazon 
and Audible and we look 
forward to following them 
as they embark on this new 

journey.”
     Joined by staff, alumni, 
Amazon leadership, and 
volunteers, the Pursuit Fel-
lows shared their stories at 
the Pursuit Gong Ceremony, 
a special event to celebrate 
when a Fellow accepts a 
job offer and is about to 
embark on the next stage 
of their career. The Fellow 
journeys highlighted the 
grit and determination of 
the community:
•    A proud DREAMer from 
Mexico, Jessica Perez-Valle 
shared her story of over-
coming both personal and 
professional challenges on 
her journey to learning to 
code at Pursuit and becom-
ing a Technical Account 
Manager at Amazon. She 
dedicated her ceremony to 
her family, including her 
young daughter and sister 
Erika, who also completed 
Pursuit and is now working 
at Spotify. 
•    After coming to the U.S 
from Indonesia in 1998, 
Eric Widjaja worked as a 
busboy, warehouse worker, 
and fast food worker before 
spending 17 years building a 
career as an Assistant Store 
Manager at Barnes and 
Noble. A Pursuit alumnus 
and previous co-worker 
recommended that Eric 
learn to code with Pursuit. 
He is now able to provide a 
better life for his family and 
in the process discovered a 
new community of support: 
“During my time at Pursuit 
I not only learned how to 
code but also found a com-
munity that supported each 
other for a lifetime. I found 
a new family!”
•    As a child, Deborah 
Huang was diagnosed with 
profound hearing loss, but 
did not let her disability 
define her. After earning a 
degree in computer infor-
mation systems, she still 
faced hurdles to obtaining 
gainful employment: “I 
discovered that real-world 
job hunting was harder for 
people with disabilities than 
the school environment can 
ever be.” However, after 
completing Pursuit, she 
found that tech companies 
were open to accommodat-
ing her disability, and she 
is now working full-time at 
Amazon.
•    Le’Shanda Miller grew 
up in the Red Hook projects 
in Brooklyn, New York. 
She entered Pursuit with 
the goal of taking her new 
skills and being a posi-
tive influence in her home 
community, especially for 
the youth. As a new team 
member at Amazon, she is 
excited to partner with the 
company on community 
outreach projects to help 
bring opportunities to the 
underserved. 
     Pursuit transforms the 
lives of adults by helping 

them build family-sustain-
ing careers and become 
leaders in the industry. 
Their cohorts ref lect the 
diversity of New York City: 
70% are Black or Hispanic, 
50% are women, 40% are 
immigrants, 55% are non-
bachelor’s degree holders, 
and 100% come from low-
income backgrounds. They 
also represent the five bor-
oughs and Pursuit’s inclu-
sive approach to training 
local talent. 
     “As the technology in-
dustry grows rapidly here 
in Queens, connecting top-
notch local talent to these 
good-paying jobs of tomor-
row has never been more 
impor tant. We applaud 
Pursuit for realizing the 
potential of these incredible 
fellows and future leaders, 
whom we know will excel 
in their chosen fields,” said 
Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards, Jr. “We 
look forward to continu-
ing our partnership with 
Pursuit on this important 
work for our borough going 
forward.”
     With the COVID-19 
disproportionately impact-
ing low-income populations 
and communities of color, 
creating these connections 
is more important than ever. 
The unemployment rate 
in New York City is now 
nearly three times the pre-
pandemic rate and almost 
twice the national average. 
In particular, blue-collar 
workers and individuals 
working service jobs in 
industries such as retail, 
hospitality, or construction 
have been particularly hit 
hard. By working directly 
with companies like Ama-
zon and Audible, Pursuit 
aims to tackle this critical 
challenge and help New 
York City recover and re-
build.
     Pursuit is a social im-
pact organization that cre-
ates transformation where 
it’s needed most. Through 
their four-year intensive 
program, Pursuit trains 
adults with the most need 
and potential to gain their 
first tech job, advance in 
their career, and become the 
next generation of leaders 
in tech. Their graduates are 
hired by leading companies 
like LinkedIn, Spotify, and 
Microsoft, and on average 
go from making $18,000 
to over $85,000 yearly. 
Pursuit’s Fellows are 70% 
black or hispanic, 40% im-
migrants, and 50% women, 
trans, or non-binary. Fur-
thermore, all Fellows from 
low-income backgrounds 
and 55% do not have a Bach-
elor’s Degree. In addition 
to training and career sup-
port, Pursuit’s innovative 
operating model combines 

     As New York City con-
tinues its long-awaited re-
opening in response to the 
progress made against the 
coronavirus pandemic and 
rising vaccination rates, 
the American Heart As-
sociation, a global force for 
a world of longer, healthier 
lives, is proud to announce 
the return of its signature 
NYC event, the Wall Street 
Run & Heart Walk, to an in-
person format on Thursday, 
May 19, 2022. The Wall 
Street Run & Heart Walk 
is a culmination of the As-
sociation’s year-round NYC 
Heart Challenge movement, 
which is dedicated to creat-
ing a positive impact on the 
health of all New Yorkers.
     The American Heart 
Association is proud to 
announce that Toby Dodd, 
President, New York Tri-
State Region, and Bruce 
Mosler, Chairman of Global 
Brokerage and Chairman 
of Military and Veterans 
Program, at Cushman & 
Wakefield will serve as 
Executive Co-Chairs for the 
2022 NYC Heart Challenge 
movement. 
     “On behalf of our team 
at Cushman & Wakefield, 
I am delighted to serve as 
Co-Chair for this year’s 
Heart Challenge,” said Toby 
Dodd. “The return of the 
Wall Street Run & Heart 
Walk is testament to New 
York’s resiliency, and while 
we’ve made great progress, 
physical and mental health 
will be central to our con-
tinued social and economic 
recovery. Specifically, we 
need to continue focusing 
on cardiovascular health 

American Heart Association’s NYC Wall Street 
Run & Heart Walk Returns in 2022

which remains a leading 
cause of death and disabil-
ity for many Americans. 
Over the past two years the 
American Heart Associa-
tion and its many supporters 
across the five boroughs, 
have raised the awareness 
and funds to take on these 
very serious threats, and 
we have much more to do 
as we prioritize the health 
and wellness of all New 
Yorkers.”
     Like in previous years, 
the Wall Street Run & Heart 
Walk will be a 3-mile walk/
run designed to engage New 
York City corporations and 
communities in activities 
that promote heart health 
through physical activity, 
friendly competition, vol-
unteerism, fundraising and 
fun. This event has histori-
cally brought together over 
150 of New York City’s 
top companies and about 
12,000 participants.
     “We want to thank the 
volunteers and thousands of 
people who will come to-
gether to walk, raise funds, 
and share their stories of 
the lasting effects of stroke 
and heart disease. I would 
also like to recognize Leila 
Araiche and Brian Kingston 
of Brookfield Properties, for 
their leadership during the 
COVID-19 pandemic as the 
2021 NYC Heart Challenge 
Executive Co-Chairs,” said 
Bruce Mosler. “I invite all 
New Yorkers to walk or 
run with us to honor the 
amazing sacrifices that so 
many in our communities 
made during the height of 
the pandemic, and we also 
encourage all of you whose 

loved ones have been im-
pacted by heart diseases 
and stroke to join this move-
ment. Together, we can 
celebrate those who came 
before us and ensure that 
the lifesaving work of the 
American Heart Associa-
tion has a brilliant future.”
     The 2022 Wall Street 
Run & Heart Walk race 
and festival will be held 
at Brookfield Place at 230 
Vesey Street, New York, 
NY Thursday, May 19th 
from 5pm-8pm with the 
race starting at 6:45 p.m.
     “The Wall Street Run 
& Heart Walk is special 
and we’re so excited to be 
back in-person so that we 
can share it with our fel-
low New Yorkers,” said 
Meg Gilmartin, Executive 
Director and Senior Vice 
President, American Heart 
Association in New York 
City. “Toby and Bruce 
and the entire Cushman & 
Wakefield team are won-
derful ambassadors of our 
mission. With the impres-
sive and dedicated executive 
leadership team that they 
have surrounded themselves 
with this year’s event will be 
impactful, memorable and 
one of a kind.”
     The 2022 Wall Street Run 
& Heart Walk is sponsored 
by Healthy for Good spon-
sors Brookfield and NYU 
Langone Health. Signature 
sponsors are Cushman & 
Wakefield and Weil, Got-
shal & Manges LLP. 
     For more information 
and to register for the 2022 
Wall Street Run & Heart 
Walk please visit www.
heartwalknyc.org.

Gillibrand Bill Modernizes WIC Program And 
Makes Families First Coronavirus Response Act 

Waivers Permanent

     Now more than ever, 
improvements made to 
the WIC program during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
should be made permanent. 
Remote WIC services im-
plemented during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic helped 
remove common barriers 
to participation, helping to 
significantly increase child 
retention. Specifically, the 
two waivers proposed to be 
codified in this bill would:
•    Waiver 1: Allow par-
ticipants to get WIC certi-
fication or re-certification 
through video teleconfer-
ence or phone;
•    Wavier 2: Allow par-
ticipants to receive their 
WIC benefits on WIC EBT 
cards through mail or re-
mote issuance, as opposed 
to physically picking up or 
reloading benefits in person 
at a WIC office.
     In addition to codify-
ing these two waivers, the 
MODERN WIC Act would 
provide $60 million in fund-
ing for WIC offices around 

the country to upgrade and 
establish technology to help 
streamline these changes 
to the program. The bill 
also requires the Secretary 
of Agriculture to submit a 
report to Congress outlining 
the uses of remote technolo-
gies, impact of remote tech-
nologies, and best practices. 
     This legislation is en-
dorsed by the National WIC 
Association, 1,000 Days, A 
Better Balance, the Acad-
emy of Nutrition and Di-
etetics, the Alliance to End 
Hunger, the Association of 
Maternal & Child Health 
Programs, the Associa-
tion of State Public Health 
Nutritionists, Bread for 
the World, Danone North 
America, First Focus Cam-
paign for Children, FMI 
– The Food Industry As-
sociation, Hunger Solutions 
NY, MAZON: A Jewish 
Response to Hunger, the 
National Grocers Asso-
ciation, the Nurse-Family 
Partnership, RESULTS, 
Save the Children, Save the 
Children Action Network 
(SCAN), the Society for 

Nutrition Education and 
Behavior, and the WIC As-
sociation of New York State.
     The full text of the leg-
islation can be found here. 
     In addition to MOD-
ERN WIC Act, Senators 
Gillibrand and Marshall 
introduced the WIC Healthy 
Beginnings Act to promote 
competition and quality for 
infant formula manufactur-
ers by creating an online 
database to centralize state 
solicitations. The database 
would be administered 
through USDA and would 
help streamline bids from 
formula manufacturers to 
state WIC programs. Cur-
rently, an infant formula 
manufacturer would have 
to sift through all contract 
solicitations in all 50 states 
in order to make bids. This 
legislation will increase 
transparency in the solici-
tation bid process and help 
prevent disruptions in get-
ting essential nutrition to 
children and infants. 
     During the height of the 

(Continued on page 11)
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

Notice of Formation of SMITH 
INN TR A NSPORTATION 
L.L.C. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/23/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 58-12 Queens Blvd., 
#1042, Queens, NY 11377. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/28,11/4,11,18,25&12/2/2021

Notice of Formation of DRIVE 
IN LUXURY LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/26/2021. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
3511 Farrington Street, Suite 
309, Flushing, NY 11354. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/28,11/4,11,18,25&12/2/2021

Notice of Formation of FBL 
DEVELOPMENT, LLC Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/20/2021. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 3808 Union Street, 
Suite 8B, Flushing, NY 11354. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
10/28,11/4,11,18,25&12/2/2021

10 5 - 0 2  L i b e r t y  O w n e r s 
L LC,  A r t s  o f  O r g .  f i l e d 
with Sec. of State of NY 
(SS N Y )  10 / 6 /2021.  C t y : 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to Louis 
Verd ino,  105 - 02  L iber t y 
A v e . ,  O z o n e  P a r k ,  N Y 
11417.  General  Purpose. 
11/4,11,18,25,12/2&9/2021

Notice of Formation: WX NY 
REALTY LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/20/2021. Office Loc: 
QUEENS COUNTY.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 110-43 15TH AVE, 
COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Notice of formation of 21109 
BAYSIDE LLC. Ar ticles of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
SSNY on 11/1/2021. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
f o r  se r v i c e  o f  p roc es s . 
SSNY shall mail copy of any 
process served against the 
LLC 211-09 41 Ave, Bayside. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Block 2319 Lot 9, LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/3/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Mary Jude Delaney, 
53-47 62nd St., Maspeth, NY 
11378. General Purpose. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Notice of Formation of ARC 
LITERARY MANAGEMENT, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/08/21. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: ARC LITERARY 
MANAGEMENT, LLC, 35-36 
159TH St., Flushing, NY 11358. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Sakh 28 LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 3/10/2020. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to Sohail 
Akhtar,  241-30 85th Rd., 
1st Fl. Apt., Bellerose, NY 
11426. General  Purpose. 
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021

Bay Terrace Recreational 
Center LLC, Ar ts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 8/18/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shal l  mail  process to 24-
15 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 
11360. General  Purpose. 
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021

3920 Anwood Drive LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/10/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 84-31 Van Wyck 
Expressway, apt. 3F, Jamaica, 
NY 11435. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

JW Pro Framers LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 6/17/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 83-15 
98th St., #5F, Woodhaven, 
NY 11421. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Notice of Formation of JVJ 
CONSTRUCTION LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/02/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3515 98th 
Street, Corona, NY 11368. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Notice of Formation of Loretta 
Rodriguez Co LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/12/2021. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
8431 62nd Drive, Apt V16, 
Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

DiDi Trucking, LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 6/22/2021. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 177-
41 105 Avenue, Queens, NY 
11433. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Tayloristry LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 11/5/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Ianna Taylor, 125-30 
Sutphin Blvd., B512, Jamaica, 
NY 11434. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
PLE ASANT STAYS LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/10/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 144-26 228th 
St, 2FL, Laurelton, NY 11413. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice of Formation of 14 
LINCOLN PLACE INVESTOR 
PARTNER LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/08/21. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Charney 
Companies, 5-26 46th Ave., Ste. 
2A, Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice of formation of Jil l 
D iamant Archi tect  PLLC.  
Articles of Org. filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/18/21.  Office 
located in Queens County.  
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process.  SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the PLLC to: 
3442 80th Street #2, Jackson 
Heights, NY 11372.  Purpose:  
any lawful activity or purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

NEW CAIRO TAXI LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 11/19/2021. Of f ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 3434 44th St. Apt 2F, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

pandemic, 1 in 5 parents 
nationwide did not have 
enough money to feed their 
children. To help keep fami-
lies fed, Senator Gillibrand 
successfully led a push for $6 
billion in funding for WIC 
-- including $90 million to 
continue WIC’s highly suc-
cessful Breastfeeding Peer 
Counselor program, which 
provides vital peer-to-peer 
support, especially in under-
served areas, and $14 million 

for program infrastructure. 
Gillibrand also successfully 
fought for the inclusion of 
an emergency increase in 
the Women, Infants, and 
Children (WIC) Cash-Value 
Benefit in the American 
Rescue Plan, which more 
than doubled benefits for 
participating women and 
children. In March of this 
year, Gillibrand led a bi-
cameral push from over 
135 members of Congress, 
urging U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) Secre-

tary Tom Vilsack to review 
and increase the value of the 
Special Supplemental Nutri-
tion Program for Women, 
Infants and Children (WIC) 
food packages in order to 
reflect a modern, healthy 
diet. Gillibrand also leads 
the Special Supplemental 
Nutrition Program for Wom-
en, Infants, and Children 
(WIC) and the WIC Farmers 
Market Nutrition Program 
annual appropriations letters 
every year and is a major 
anti-hunger 

Gillibrand Bill Modernizes WIC Program ...
(Continued from page 10)

Notice is hereby given that 
an Order entered by the Civil 
Court, Queens County, on the 
13th  day of October, 2021, 
bearing Index Number NC-
000655-21/QU, a copy of which 
may be examined at the Office 
of the Clerk, located at 89-17 
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica, 
NY 11435, grants me (us) the 
right to: Assume the name of 
(First) JEANNETH (Middle) 
MARISOL (Last) FLORES; 
My present name is (First) 
J E A N N ETH (M idd le)  M . 
(Last) FLORES- NORONA 
AKA JEANNETH FLORES- 
NORONA, AKA JEANNETH 
MARISOL FLORES. The 
city and state of my present 
address are College Point, NY; 
My place of birth is ECUADOR; 
and, the month and year of 
my b ir th are June 1979.  
12/2/2021.

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

KGP Holdings LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/17/2021. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 204-
05 104th Ave., St. Albans, 
NY 11412. General Purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice of Formation of ZELSIN 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/16/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 79-07 
Roosevelt Avenue, 2nd Floor, 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

J&J 58 REALTY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 10/15/21. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 5812 196th 
St, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

I N NOVATIV E SUCCESS 
SOLUTIONS, LLC, Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
11/29/2021. Office loc: Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 205-01 48th Avenue, 
Bayside, NY 11364. Reg Agent: 
Mona Ahmed, 205-01 48th 
Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
HARDKNOX LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/13/2021. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 14350 Hoover Ave, 
Apt 514, Jamaica, NY 11435. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

MICRO NYC LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 11/10/21. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 14907 Beech 
Ave, Flushing, NY 11355. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

(Continued from page 10)

partnerships with tech 
companies to retrain their 
blue-collar workers and 

Queens-Based Job Training Non-Profit Pursuit  
Celebrates 11 of Their Fellows

social impact investments 
to re-envision funding for 
outcomes-based organiza-
tions. By connecting talent 
with opportunity, Pursuit 

empowers graduates to bring 
change to their families, tech 
companies, and communi-
ties across the nation. To 
learn more, visit pursuit.org.

Notice is hereby given that a 
license, Number Pending , for 
beer, liquor and wine has been 
applied for by the undersigned to 
sell beer, liquor and wine at retail 
in a Bar/Tavern/restaurant under 
the Alcoholic Beverage Control 
Law at 32-02 Linden Place,  
Flushing, NY 11354 for on 
premises consumption. SOHO 
KTV INC (President: Feng Lin).  
12/2&9/2021
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DA Katz Has Conversation With  
Governor Hochul

Queens District Attorney Melinda 
Katz was pleased to host Governor 
Kathy Hochul during a joint meet-
ing of my Community Advisory 
Councils. Governor Hochul dis-
cussed her administration’s efforts 
to combat gun violence, increase 
affordable housing, address hate 

crime incidents, and provide 
greater resources for violence 
interrupters throughout the State.
Katz thanked her for making the 
time to speak to us and look for-
ward to our continued collabora-
tion to safeguard and uplift the 
residents of this Borough.

Senator John Liu is hosting its annual 
Holiday Toy Drive. Please help a child 
in need by bringing an unopened and 
unwrapped toy to the community 
office at 38-50 Bell Blvd., Suite C in 
Bayside. Donations will be accepted 
until December 17th. All toys will be 
donated to the 77th Infantry Division 
based at Fort Totten. Thank you to 
all the contributors who will help in 
spreading the holiday spirit.
If you have any questions, please 
email events@johnliusenate.com, or 
call my office at 718-765-6675.

Sen. John Liu - Coat Drive Until Dec. 17


