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Dec 7, The Day That Will Always
“Live in Infamy”

25 CENTS

Meng Joins Local Advocates to Stress Importance of
Keeping Paid Leave in House-Passed Build Back Better Act

President Joe Biden and first lady Jill Biden on Dec 7,
2021 made a solemn visit to the World War II Memorial in
the nation’s capital to mark the 80th anniversary, Dec. 7, 1941,
when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor and other locations
in Hawaii killed 2,403 service members and civilians and was
a defining moment that led to U.S. entry into World War II.
The First Lady placed a bouquet of flowers at the base of
the World War II Memorial, below the New Jersey pillar and
softly touched a wall where the First Lady and the president
spent a moment. The White House said, the bouquet was
placed in honor of her father, Donald Jacobs, who served as
a U.S. Navy signalman in WWII. The Bidens also paused at
the Pacific arch on the southern side of the memorial plaza
for one last moment of reflection before departing.
(Continued on page 12)

Annual Holiday Toy Drive And
Street Fair in Howard Beach

Pictured above in front of NY City Hall during a press conference are Congresswoman
Grace Meng and local advocates. See story on page 2.

Beach 116th Street Hanukkah Menorah Lighting

Members of my Community Partnerships Division were
on-site during the annual Holiday Toy Drive and Street
Fair sponsored by local business owners and Senator
Joe Addabbo in Howard Beach. Local residents enjoyed
free giveaways, live entertainment and food as part of the
holiday season. The Office of QDA Melinda Katz at the event
welcomed the opportunity to hand out important information
on how to avoid holiday scams and fraudulent behavior

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato, NYS Senator Joe Addabbo and NYC Councilman
Eric Ulrich, this year, braved the cold and came together as a community to “Light the
Menorah” on Beach 116th Street for the beginning of Hanukkah. The tradition came
with a heavier heart this year as they mourned the loss of Lew Simon and the late Noni
Signoretti. Special shout out to Liz Hanna for helping this event, and to The West End
Temple, Temple Beth - El, and the House of the Rock Church for their participation.
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Meng Joins Local Advocates to Stress Importance of
Keeping Paid Leave in House-Passed Build Back Better Act
(Continued from page 1)
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) joined local advocates to
highlight the importance of keeping paid leave in the House-passed
Build Back Better Act.
The Congresswoman joined
Reshma Saujani, Founder of the
Marshall Plan for Moms and Girls
Who Code, PL+US (Paid Leave
for the U.S.) Executive Director Molly Day, and many other
advocates and advocacy organizations at a press conference in
front of City Hall to underscore
how critical it is to ensure that
paid leave remains in the bill.
The Build Back Better Act, a
nearly $2 trillion spending bill
that seeks to assist families and
boost the nation’s economy as the
country works to rebound from
the coronavirus crisis, passed the
House on November 19th, and is
now pending before the Senate.
However, there are some Senators
who want to remove the provision
from the legislation.
“Paid leave would greatly help
so many working families here in
Queens and across New York and
the nation,” said Meng. “Attempts
to strip it from the House-passed
Build Back Better Act are unconscionable and unacceptable.
The Build Back Better Act is an
historic and monumental piece of
legislation that I was proud to help
pass in the House, and among the
crucial items in the measure is
four weeks of paid leave, a provision that we fought hard to secure.
As the working mom of two young
kids, I know how important paid
leave is. It allows people to take
paid time off from their jobs to
spend time and bond with their
newborns, care for a sick child or
family member or recover from

an illness, all without worrying
about their paycheck. The U.S. is
the only industrialized country
without it, and it’s way past time
for that to change. Nobody should
be forced to choose between their
job and their family. We must not
let this once in a generation opportunity to enact paid leave slip
away. As we work to recover from
the COVID-19 pandemic, we must
make sure that we move forward
with no one left behind, and that
includes working families. Paid
leave must remain in the Build
Back Better Act!”
“I am proud to stand alongside
Congresswoman Grace Meng, a
tireless champion of paid leave,”
said Reshma Saujani. “We need
paid leave in the United States
now. Over the last two years, millions of women have left the workforce to care for their families.
The only way we will restore the
workforce is by providing policies
that offer women choice: to care
for loved ones and to move in and
out of the workforce without penalty. We will never get to gender
equality without paid leave. We
must fight for the provision in the
Build Back Better Act.”
“Thanks to champions like
Congresswoman Meng, the paid
leave program included in the
House’s version of the Build Back
Better Act is an historic investment in working families across
this country, at a time when the
need for paid leave has never been
more urgent,” said Molly Day.
“Paid leave will make our families, businesses, and our national
economy stronger and help us to
truly build back better and more
equitably. Every worker deserves
to be there for the moments that
matter. The U.S. Senate now has
a historic opportunity to deliver

transformative, once-in-a-generation change, and we’re committed to working with Democratic
leadership to get it done.”
Also attending the event were
Dee Poku, Founder and CEO of
The WIE Suite; Elise Anderson
from Vote Mama; Molly Weston
Williamson from A Better Balance and other advocates.
“Paid leave would ensure that
working people can care for their
children, their aging parents and
themselves without worrying
about losing their job or paycheck,” said U.S. Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand (D-NY). “It will make
America more competitive in
the global market and end our
unacceptable reign as the only
industrialized country in the world
without a paid leave program. I
strongly support the House proposal, and I will continue fighting
to pass it in the Senate.”
In addition to paid leave, the
Build Back Better Act (H.R. 5376)
provides child care and home care,
universal pre-K, health care and
lower prescription drug pricing,
housing, internet access, immigration reform, combating the
climate crisis and more. The bill
passed 220 to 213. Meng has long
advocated for paid leave and the
above provisions.
In emphasizing the need for
relief, Meng noted that her congressional district was the heart
of the epicenter when COVID-19
first struck the nation, and in
September, Queens was hit hard
by flooding from Hurricane Ida.
Over the past year-and-a-half,
many of her constituents have had
their lives turned upside down,
and many families continue to
struggle. They need and deserve
paid leave to help provide them
with the relief they require.

Eric Adams Team Raises More Than $1m to Fund
Transition, Inauguration
Mayor-elect Eric Adams’s
transition team today announced
it has raised more than $1 million
in a little more than a month to
help prepare his administration to
deliver for New Yorkers as part of
an unprecedented effort.
The Transition Inauguration
Entity (TIE), which filed its financial disclosure report today, is
responsible for funding staff and
professionals tasked with helping the Mayor-elect staff the new
administration, conducting City

agency reviews, and developing
policy priorities. The TIE also
funds the inauguration of the new
mayor. None of these responsibilities are funded by the City of New
York and so must be raised from
private donors.
“I am overwhelmed by the
outpouring of support for our
transition and enthusiasm for the
new administration,” Mayor-elect
Adams said. “These funds allow
us to help coordinate the work of
hundreds of transition team mem-

bers from diverse backgrounds and
experiences to prepare us to hit the
ground running on January 1 and
make New York a safer, healthier,
more prosperous place for all.”
At the end of the filing period,
which ended November 30, the
TIE had raised $993,478 from
approximately 600 donors. Since
then, the TIE has continued to
raise funds at a rapid pace. The
Adams transition now has approximately $1.2 million on hand
to spend.

Rep. Maloney: New Report Says Build Back Better Will Save
NY Families Thousands of Dollars in Lower Costs, Cut Taxes
Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (D-NY) highlighted a
new report showing that Democrats’ Build Back Better Act
would meaningfully lower costs
and cut taxes for New York families, saving them thousands of
dollars each year. According to
the report, just four cost-cutting
provisions of this landmark legislation alone will save the median
New York family with two parents
and two children at least $8,250
each year and save the median
single-parent family with two
children at least $16,250.
“Build Back Better, which

I proudly voted for last month,
will be transformative for nearly
every family: lowering costs, cutting taxes and fighting harmful
inf lation,” said Rep. Maloney.
“With more cash in hand and
more breathing room in their
budget, New Yorkers will have the
financial security they need to get
back to work or care for their loved
ones. This report is the latest proof
that the Build Back Better agenda
will be life-changing: meeting
New Yorkers urgent needs and
building a foundation on which
anyone can succeed.”
Inspired by President Biden’s

vision, the House-passed Build
Back Better Act will lower the
burdensome costs that families
face every day, from childcare
to health care to family care and
more, while also delivering the
largest middle-class tax cut in a
generation. This new report shows
how the Biden Child Tax Credit,
child care cost caps, capping Affordable Care Act’s insurance
premium costs, and expanding the
ACA to close the Medicaid coverage gap will put more money in
the pockets of New York families.
(Continued on page 4)
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Eric Adams Transition Announces Members, Committees

Mayor-elect Eric Adams’s transition organization announced its
committees and members today,
unveiling a diverse, talented group
of hundreds of experts, advocates
and leaders committed to working
together to improve New York City
and prepare the Adams Administration to deliver for New Yorkers
on Day 1.
Many of the transition committees have been working and
collaborating over the last month
since Adams was elected to conduct City agency reviews, identify
and interview candidates for key
appointments, and develop policy
priorities.
The full list of transition committees and members can be found

here on the Adams transition Web
site. New members are still being
added as work continues.
“This unprecedented collection
of great minds and hard-working
New Yorkers will prepare my administration for success because
they represent the many backgrounds and views of our great
city, and they are committed to
working together toward its bright
future,” Mayor-elect Eric Adams
said. “Each committee has been
tasked with a specific set of goals
and responsibilities to ensure we
are ready to lead on Day 1. If we
are going to tackle the many challenges in front of us as a city, the
advocacy, nonprofit and business
worlds must all be at the same table,

working in collaboration--and that
is exactly what this transition is doing. And the transition of this city
to a safer, healthier, more prosperous New York will continue after
January 1st—so I hope to continue
to lean on this group of experts
and advocates after I have taken
office.”
The Adams transition is led by
United Way of New York City CEO
and President Sheena Wright and
nine co-chairs who represent the
breadth of diversity and talent in
New York City, including top leaders from the worlds of government,
labor, business, and advocacy. Katie Moore is the executive director
of the transition. Meaghan Brown
is the chief operating officer.

Senator Ramos: Signing of Child Poverty Reduction Act is a
Necessary Step to Guaranteeing The Health And Safety of
New York’s Children

The Senator from Queens plans to
build on the Child Poverty Reduction Act in the 2022 legislative
session with a bill to establish
Universal Childcare
Senator Jessica Ramos (D, WF
- District 13) announced today
that Governor Kathy Hochul has
signed S2755C/A1160C into law.
This legislation creates an advisory council to ensure that New
York State reduces the overall
child poverty rate by fifty percent
in the next ten years. With an estimated 895,000 children in New
York State living at or below the
poverty line, the legislation seeks
to create a body that is specifically
and uniquely focused on monitoring benchmarks and establishing
policy recommendations.
“An issue of this level of seriousness and of this magnitude
requires its own careful attention.
There’s no such thing as someone
else’s child - the wellbeing of
children in New York State needs
to be all of our priorities, and the
creation of this council creates an
accountability measure to ensure
we legislate from that set of values,” said Senator Jessica Ramos.
Senator Ramos currently holds
NYC Under 3 (S6709) and has
been touring childcare facilities
across the state in preparation
for introducing a bill to establish
universal childcare for children

ages 0-3 statewide.
“Universal Childcare is an
extension of the work we began
with the Child Poverty Advisory
Council. As legislators, our ultimate aim should be to ensure
that every child in New York is
properly fed, cared for, and has a
place of safety in which they can
learn and grow. These efforts go
hand in hand, and I am excited to
continue building on this aim in
the next session.”
Advocates of the legislation
shared their excitement and note
the significance of the benchmarks included in the bill.
“This law is a bridge from
today, when we make policy and
budget decisions and hope they
don’t plunge more children into
poverty, to a future in which New
York is intentional about reducing
child poverty and addressing equity,” said Kate Breslin, President
and CEO of the Schuyler Center
for Analysis and Advocacy. “The
Child Poverty Reduction Act is the
result of work by a broad coalition
of partners who envision a state
that works to raise children out of
poverty and into opportunity. The
law boldly sets the expectation
that New York will intentionally,
significantly, and consistently
cut child poverty, year over year.
Beyond that, the law holds lawmakers publicly accountable for
whether and how policy and budget decisions affect children living
in poverty. We commend Senator
Ramos and Assemblymember
Bronson for recognizing the critical importance of this legislation
as New York recovers from the
impact of the pandemic. The
Schuyler Center and our partners
are grateful to Governor Hochul
for signing this bill into law, again
demonstrating her commitment to
the youngest New Yorkers.”

“While all Americans wait
to see if Congress will make the
expansion of the Child Tax Credit
permanent, we are proud to see
New York State springing into
action. We applaud Governor
Hochul for signing this bill into
law and thank Senator Ramos
and Assemblymember Bronson
for championing it this session,”
said Richard R. Buery, Jr., CEO
of Robin Hood. “The sad reality is that roughly one million of
New York’s children are living in
poverty – and Black children are
more than twice as likely to live
in poverty than their white neighbors. This law has the potential
to right that wrong and set us on
a path to cutting child poverty in
half over the next decade, and we
look forward to working with our
partners to make its implementation a success.”
“Pediatricians across New York,
who have been seeing the results
of poverty on hundreds of thousands of children in our communities from Buffalo to the Bronx and
on to Long Island, congratulate
our Governor and our Legislature
for deciding to clearly and publicly
address child poverty in New York
State. Although we try to help
families access the supports they
need when they visit our clinics
and offices, the struggle is constant and the results are uneven for
many of the children at risk. It is
past time for New York to address
and ameliorate child poverty,” said
Dr. Warren Seigel, Chair of New
York State American Academy of
Pediatrics, District II.
“We know that poverty negatively impacts a child’s ability to
learn, grow, and thrive. Reducing
poverty pays dividends for all
New Yorkers by strengthening
(Continued on page 9

Queens Chamber of Commerce Reacts to Vaccine Mandate
For Private Employers
The Queens Chamber of Commerce releases the following statement from President and CEO Tom
Grech in response to the vaccine
mandate for private employers announced today by Mayor de Blasio:
“Throughout the pandemic,
small businesses have gone above
and beyond to keep their customers, employees and communities
safe. While we remain concerned

about COVID-19, we are also
worried about the impact that
further restrictions will have on
businesses. We hope the administration will work collaboratively
with small businesses on vaccine
mandates to ensure we are keeping
our city safe while allowing our
businesses to stay open.”
About the Queens Chamber of
Commerce:

The Queens Chamber of Commerce is the oldest and largest
business association in Queens,
representing more than 1,400
businesses and more than 150,000
Queens-based employees. Its
mission is to foster connections,
educate for success, develop/
implement programs and advocate
for members’ interests. www.
queenschamber.org
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American Lung Association Commends
New York City For Expanding
Vaccine Requirements
New York City Mayor Bill de
Blasio announced that he will require COVID-19 vaccinations for
private employers and expanded
the indoor entertainment vaccine
requirement to apply to everyone
over 5 years old. This is in addition
to the previous vaccine mandate
for city workers and indoor entertainment rules.
In response, American Lung
Association President and CEO
Harold Wimmer issued the following statement:
“We commend New York City for
continuing to put public health first
as we work to end the COVID-19
pandemic and face emerging variants like Omicron. The American
Lung Association strongly supports
efforts to get Americans vaccinated,

as the science proves that these
measures save lives.
“In addition to getting vaccinated, we encourage everyone to
continue to rigorously follow the
CDC recommendations to reduce
the risk of getting COVID-19 by
wearing a mask according to CDC
guidelines, maintaining social
distancing, washing your hands
often, and staying home if you
feel unwell.
“Together, we can slow the
spread of COVID-19 and end
this global pandemic through
widespread vaccination and other
proven preventive measures.”
More information about COVID-19 can be found at Lung.org/
covid19 or the Lung HelpLine at
1-800-LUNGUSA.

Despite the Supreme Court of the
United States Agreeing to Hear Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization
New York State Assemblymember
Jessica González-Rojas Introduces
Legislation to Require that Abortions
Be Covered by Insurance.
New York State Assemblymember Jessica González-Rojas has introduced legislation, A7573, which
mandates every New York insurance provider and every medical
facility with maternity services
to cover abortion care. New York
State is a leader in reproductive
rights, and as such, it is important
to pass legislation that recognizes
abortion as a medical right in order
to set the standard for equitable
healthcare throughout the nation.
Reductions in abortion services
do not reduce the amount of abortions within a state, rather they
deny full reproductive rights and
safety to New Yorkers. It is essential that abortion is not only legal
but affordable and accessible to
individuals who need the service
the most, like young, low-income
women. Without these services,
individuals with unwanted pregnancies may resort to cheap and
dangerous methods that could
potentially lead to injury or death.
Sadly, unsafe abortions, which
are procedures done by untrained
people, or done in an environment
lacking medical necessities, account for 1 in 12 maternal deaths
globally. The WHO claims that
“Almost every abortion death
and disability could be prevented
through sexuality education,
use of effective contraception,
provision of safe, legal induced
abortion, and timely care for
complications.” The current lack
of accessible abortion in New York
aids these unsafe conditions and
denies the health and safety of
many New Yorkers.
The legislation, A7573, is a
direct response to the hostility the federal government and
a handful of states have towards
abortion and ensures the active
efforts currently being taken to
exclude reproductive health care
from insurance coverage, do not
take place within New York. In
44 states over 500 abortion restrictions have been introduced
through March 2021, and cur-

rently, a Mississippi abortion law
trying to restrict abortions after a
15-week time span is being taken
to the Supreme Court. Now more
than ever, it is vital that legislation
in New York protect the reproductive rights of citizens and push for
accessible reproductive healthcare. This legislation is essential
for the continual health of the
state, and will hopefully act as an
example for other states fighting
for abortion access.
“Reproductive justice works
towards a vision in which each and
every individual has the social, political, and economic resources to
make safe and informed decisions
about their own bodies. People of
all different races, genders, and
sexual identities deserve the right
to make their own choices on their
reproductive health, and cost and
insurance should not be a barrier
to that. While we have had a long
history of fighting for reproductive health here in New York,
there is still a lot more to do and
this legislation will take us one
step further towards equity,” said
prime sponsor Assemblymember
Jessica González-Rojas.
“Pregnant New Yorkers should
be able to access the full range of
pregnancy-related health care —
from maternity care to abortion
care. With threats to abortion access from across the country and
the Supreme Court, New York
needs to everything in its power to
solidify gains in advancing abortion access. NIRH Action Fund is
in strong support of S7002/A7573,
and we thank Assemblymember González-Rojas and Senator
Brouk for sponsoring this critical
law that codifies in statute the
requirement that insurers cover
abortion where they already cover
maternity care. All New Yorkers
should be able to receive and afford the care they need and plan
their families without barriers,
fears, or interference from others.”
(Continued on page 4)
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Queens Community House Partners With Rapper Meyhem
Lauren And Timberland to Surprise Youth With
Turkeys And Boots
Queens Community House
(QCH) partnered with New York
rapper Meyhem Lauren and Timberland to surprise over 100 youth
program participants with free
turkeys and Timberland boots on
November 23.
The “Turkey and Tims” giveaway was held at QCH’s Pomonok Community Center two days
before Thanksgiving. Among the
recipients were participants of
QCH’s YouthBuild/Queens program, which assists out-of-school
and out-of-work young adults in
attaining their High School Equivalency (HSE) Diploma and provides
skills training in construction and

other labor trades.
reached out to Patrick Pinchinat,
“Holidays during COVID-19 the Pomonok Center Director, to set
have been difficult for many of the up the event.
individuals and families we serve,
“We wanted to spread holiday
for various reasons – isolation, need cheer the best we could, and I had
for food, loss of a loved one, finan- an opportunity to partner with
cial troubles” said QCH Executive Timberland and bring them to the
Director Ben Thomases. “This Pomonok Community Center,” said
collaboration with Meyhem Lauren Lauren. “It was great see a a bunch
and Timberland comes at a crucial of kids leave here with turkeys, Timtime for the community, address- berlands. Everybody was happy.”
ing essential needs and providing
“This is a part of QCH’s ongomuch-needed support during the ing commitment to supporting this
holidays.”
community,” said Pinchinat. “We’re
Meyhem Lauren, a rapper from very thankful to the Timberland
Photo of
Cramer
Quartet
by of
Lauren
Queens
and
founding
member
teamDesberg
and Meyhem Lauren for
the Smart Crew collective, is also partnering with us on such a great
a former QCH staff member. He event.”

Rep. Maloney: New Report Says Build Back Better Will Save
NY Families Thousands of Dollars in Lower Costs, Cut Taxes
(Continued from page 2)
According to the report, the
“historic and groundbreaking
middle-class tax cuts and cost
protections for families” in the
Build Back Better Act “will have
an outsized effect on working
and middle-income families with
children.”
Researchers also said that these
savings do not include additional
benefits that families can expect
to receive under Build Back Better: “Not included in this calculation are the benefits families could
receive such as universal Pre-K if
they had a 3- or 4-year-old child,
new housing subsidies, or SNAP
benefits, among many others.

Also not included in our analysis
is that workers with no children
may also benefit from a higher
Earned Income Tax Credit.”
Congresswoman Maloney
voted to pass the Build Back Better Act, which passed the House
on November 19, 2021.
Background
According to this new report:
• A family with two working
parents and two young children
earning half of the state’s median
income would see $15,800 in new
cost savings per year.
• A family with two working
parents and two young children
earning the state’s median income
would see $8,250 in new cost savings per year.

• A family with two working
parents and two young children
earning 150 percent of the state’s
median income would see $3,250
in new cost savings per year.
• A single-parent family with
two young children earning half
of the state’s median income
would see $17,000 in new cost
savings per year.
• A single-parent family with
two young children earning the
state’s median income would see
$16,250 in new cost savings per
year.
• A single-parent family with
two young children earning 150
percent of the state’s median income would see $16,200 in new
cost savings per year.

Meng Testifies About Her Bill Aiming to Establish
First National Asian Pacific American Museum
Congresswoman joined by journalist Lisa Ling and STOP AAPI
Hate Co-Founder Dr. Russell
Jeung
U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY),
alongside journalist Lisa Ling and
Stop AAPI Hate Co-Founder Dr.
Russell Jeung, testified before
Congress in support of Meng’s
legislation that seeks to create the
first national museum dedicated
to preserving the history, culture,
and accomplishments of Asian
Pacific Americans (APA).
Ling and Jeung joined Meng,
who serves as Vice Chair of the
Congressional Asian Pacif ic
American Caucus, in appearing yesterday before the House
Natural Resources Subcommittee
on National Parks, Forests, and

Public Lands where they backed
Meng’s bill that would establish a
commission to examine the feasibility of establishing the museum.
“Thank you to the Natural
Resources Subcommittee for
holding a hearing on my bill
and thanks to Lisa Ling and Dr.
Russell Jeung for providing their
valuable testimony,” said Meng.
“Museums create space to memorialize the accomplishments
of the past and inspire future
generations of the greatness we
can achieve. This hearing further
underscores the need to build a
national museum that tells the
story of Asian Pacific Americans. As I’ve said, our story is
the American story, and it’s time
for more Americans to know and
understand all that Asian Pacific

Americans have contributed to
our country.”
Entitled the “Commission to
Study the Potential Creation of a
National Museum of Asian Pacific American History and Culture
Act,” Meng’s Bill would create a
panel of individuals with various
expertise in museum planning or
APA research and culture to look
into the viability of establishing,
maintaining, funding and operating such a facility in the nation’s
capital, possibly as part of the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington, D.C., the world’s largest
museum and research complex.
The House Subcom mittee on National Parks, Forests,
and Public Lands oversees the
management of public lands and
national parks.

Gillibrand Statement on The Gutting of Bipartisan
Military Justice Reforms by House And Senate Armed
Services Leadership
Addressing the gutting of bipartisan military justice reforms by
House and Senate Armed Services
leadership, U.S. Senator Kirsten
Gillibrand issued the following
statement:
“As sexual assault survivor
advocates warned would happen
for months, House and Senate
Armed Services leadership have
gutted our bipartisan military
justice reforms behind closed
doors, doing a disservice to our
service members and our democracy. Committee leadership has

ignored the will of a filibusterproof majority in the Senate and
a majority of the House in order
to do the bidding of the Pentagon.
This disregards the calls of service
members, veterans and survivors
who have fought for an impartial
and independent military justice
system. Worse yet, DoD successfully undercut Defense Secretary
Austin’s proclaimed commitment
to removing sex crimes from the
chain of command and ignored
President Biden’s public support
for removing felonies from the

chain of command.
“Despite claims otherwise,
the NDAA does not remove the
convening authority from military commanders. Removing
that authority from commanders
is critical. To quote Secretary
Austin’s own panel, “The DoD
Office of the Special Victim Prosecutor structure must be, and must
be seen as, independent of the
chains of command of the victim
and of the accused all the way
(Continued on page 11)
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Despite the Supreme Court of the
United States Agreeing to Hear Dobbs v.
Jackson Women’s Health Organization
(Continued from page 3)
Andrea Miller, President, National
Institute for Reproductive Health
Action Fund.
“Legality has never been
enough. The right to abortion is
a hollow promise when care is
inaccessible. We know individuals
here in New York and across the
country face barriers every day
that prevent them from exercising
their right to abortion care. No
one should be forced to continue
a pregnancy because they cannot
afford the care they need. Abortion is health care, and as such,
should be covered by your health
insurance. We thank Assemblymember González-Rojas and
Senator Brouk for championing
this measure which will move
New York closer to a vision where

every individual has true access
to abortion care, and the freedom
and power to chart their future. “
Robin Chappelle Golston, President & CEO of Planned Parenthood Empire State Acts.
“With the right to abortion in
our federal constitution hanging
by a thread, it is more important
than ever that New York create
robust access to abortion care.
Barriers to abortion are prevalent
across the country, including cost
and lack of insurance coverage.
We applaud Assembly Member Gonzalez-Rojas and Senator
Brouk for introducing S7002/
A7573, legislation that would
guarantee that private insurance
coverage covers abortion care
when people need it.“ Katharine
Bodde, Assistant Policy Director,
New York Civil Liberties Union.
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 12/9/21 - 12/15/21
For Entertainment Purposes Only

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You need adventure and excitement in your life. You must take
care of health problems that have
been lingering. Your lucky numbers are 3,1,4.
TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Try not to get into disputes that
will lead to estrangements. You
can make money if you put your
savings into conservative investments. Your lucky numbers are
1,8,7.
GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Someone may be trying to pull
the wool over your eyes. Someone
around you may not be trustworthy. Your lucky numbers are 5,8,1.
CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Don’t get involved in other people’s private doings. You’ll be
angry if those you live with aren’t
pulling their weight. Your lucky
numbers are 4,5,9.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You will have to control the way
you feel. Be cautious when dealing with coworkers. Your lucky
numbers are 5,7,1.
SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You are likely to travel or attend
seminars. Your efforts won’t go
unnoticed. Try not to lend or borrow money this week. Your lucky
numbers are 7,8,5.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)
Don’t let others try to create guilt if
you can’t meet their demands. Take
care of yourself or you can expect
to suffer from minor illness. Your
lucky numbers are 7,8,4.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Your accomplishments could
exceed your expectations. Mix a
little business with pleasure. Try
not to be too aggressive to others. Your lucky numbers are 3,7,3.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Empty promises will cause confusion. Any attractions toward
clients will be one sided and must
be put right out of your head. Your
lucky numbers are 9.3.2.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Make changes that will enhance
your appearance. Beware of
someone who is trying to make
you look bad. Consider volunteer
work with children. Your lucky
numbers are 7.1.8.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Someone close to you will get angry if you are neglecting your duties. You will have opportunities
to advance. Your lucky numbers
are 3,8.9.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You would be wise to socialize
with as many people as possible.
Don’t hesitate to enlist the aid
of friends or family. Your lucky
numbers are 1,8,9.

Did You
Know?
●
Giraffes and rats can last
longer without water than camels
● The dot on top of the letter ‘i’
is called a tittle
● The electric chair was invented
by a dentist
● You’re more likely to be killed
by a champagne cork than by a
poisonous spider
● A crocodile can’t stick out its
tongue
● Rubber bands last longer when
kept refrigerated
● Women blink twice as much
as men
●
Ostriches don’t bury their
heads in sand
● Only female mosquitoes bite
● Scotland has the most redheads
●
Household dust is made of
dead skin cells
● The past tense for the English
word ‘dare’ is ‘durst’
● Hummingbirds can’t walk
● Wind doesn’t make a sound
until it blows against an object
● The naming of tropical storms
and hurricanes officially began
in 1953
●
India has the most post offices than any other country (over
100,000)
● India is home to over 200 million cows
● The Taj Mahal in India is made
entirely out of marble
●
Bali has the worlds largest
variety of flora
● Bill Gates began programming
computers at the of age 13

“Sudoku”

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Try And Find”

Countr y
Crowds
Crush
Hop
Date

Po l k a
Disco
Flamenco
Ta n g o
Fox-Tr o t

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

C H R I ST M A S T I M E

Clog
Conga
Contest
Cool
Cot i l l ion

SUDOKU

www.queenstimes.com

TRY AND FIND

Bunny Hop
Cha- Cha
Charleston
Choreograph
Class

PAGE 5

ACROSS
1. Divided
6. Writing table
10. Applies lightly
14. Pee
15. Found in some lotions
16. River of Spain
17. Italian for “Mouth”
18. A promiscuous woman
19. “____, and it’s gone”
20. Pullover
22. Modify
23. Transport commercially
24. Lacking companions
26. Iridescent gem
30. Ensign (abbrev.)
31. Terminate
32. Roman emperor
33. Anagram of “Sage”
35. Electrical pioneer
39. Disentangle
41. Groundbreaker
43. Metal
44. Tale
46. Study hard
47. Chemist’s workplace
49. Offer
50. Cravings
51. Environment
54. Trim
56. Soon
57. Chimney
63. Appointment
64. Express in words
65. Nymph
66. Rectum
67. Great affection
68. Tapestry
69. Untidyness
70. Pitcher
71. Cloaks

DOWN
1. U-boats
2. Ship’s front
3. Bloodsucking insects
4. Ancient Peruvian
5. Nipples
6. In a stylish and fashionable manner
7. Oval
8. Not sweet
9. Used to boil water
10. Drug addiction
11. Domicile
12. Grill
13. Wuss
21. Trim
25. Savvy about
26. Burden
27. Confined
28. Backside
29. Solitariness
34. Lawn watering device
36. Arid
37. Low-fat
38. Not legs
40. Wings
42. An independent film company
45. Shrive
48. A rapid active commotion
51. Gentlewoman
52. Absurd
53. Water lily
55. “Hogwash!”
58. Cat sound
59. Unit of pressure
60. Emanation
61. Poop
62. Smooch

Play these Puzzles online.
Visit www.queenstimes.com
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Gillibrand Pushes For Creation of Covid-19 And Pandemic
Response Centers of Excellence to Prepare For Future
Variants And Help Prevent Public Health Emergencies

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2021

Senator James Sanders Jr. Assigned
to Mayor-Elect Eric Adams’ Economic
Committee Transition Team

Uncertainty Remains As Mutations Continue to Threaten
Progress Combating COVID-19;
The COVID-19 and Pandemic
Response Centers of Excellence
Act would improve ability to
track variants, prepare for public
health emergencies and improve
readiness
U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
and Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney held a press conference
at NYU Langone Health to push
for passage of the bipartisan COVID-19 and Pandemic Response
Centers of Excellence Act, which
would deliver funding to establish COVID-19 and Pandemic
Response Centers of Excellence
programs at academic medical
centers across the country, potentially including at New York
City locations like NYU Langone
Health and Weill Cornell.
The legislation would improve
our ability to swiftly respond to
new variants like Omicron. It
would authorize the Department
of Health and Human Services
(HHS) to designate eligible academic medical centers as “Centers

of Excellence” to address COVID–19, including testing and diagnostics, patient care, mental health
of health care workers and caregivers, health and health disparities,
research, education, and training,
and would also improve our ability to prepare for and prevent
future pandemics. The legislation
would authorize $500,000,000
total for the program and would

provide $10,000,000 to at least
ten academic medical centers for
real-time response efforts to COVID-19 and for future pandemic
preparedness.
Gillibrand and Maloney were
joined by Mark J. Mulligan, MD,
director of the Division of Infectious Diseases and Immunology
(Continued on page 9)

Following Dobbs Oral Arguments, Rep. Maloney, Gloria
Steinem, Senator Brian Kavanagh, Senator Ramos,
Councilwoman Rivera, Councilwoman Caban,
Councilmember-elect Marte, and Advocates Call For
Reproductive Justice And Health Equity
Congresswoman Carolyn B.
Maloney (NY-12), Gloria Steinem,
Senator Brian Kavanagh, Senator
Jessica Ramos, Councilwoman
Carlina Rivera, Councilwoman
Tiffany Caban, Councilmemberelect Christopher Marte, and advocates stood together at Planned
Parenthood Manhattan to call for
reproductive justice and health
equity as individuals’ access to
abortion and contraception are under attack across the country. This
took place against the backdrop
of the Dobbs Supreme Court case
over Mississippi’s fifteen-week
abortion ban, ongoing litigation
regarding Texas’s six-week abortion ban, and efforts to expand
refusals of health care, including
abortion care and contraception.
As a longtime, national leader
on reproductive rights, Congresswoman Maloney has used her
position as Chairwoman of the
Committee on Oversight and
Reform to hold accountable those
who are bulldozing reproductive
rights and to push for bold action
to protect and expand reproductive
rights and health care access. In
August, Congresswoman Maloney
led more than 70 of her Democratic colleagues in introducing
a resolution calling for equitable,
science-based access to medication abortion care. In September,
following Texas’s draconian SB8
law taking effect, Congresswoman
Maloney held a hearing to examine the threat to abortion rights
and access posted by extremeanti-choice state governments and
a Supreme Court that is hostile
to reproductive rights. She also
voted to pass the Women’s Health
Protection Act in the House, which
would establish a statutory right to

abortion care across the country.
And recently, she re-introduced
her Access to Birth Control Act
to address birth control refusals
by pharmacy employees and to
guarantee patients’ timely access to contraception—a bill she
introduced in the House with
almost 100 original Democratic
co-sponsors as well as Senate-side
support.
“Reproductive rights are no
longer being chipped away at; they
are being bulldozed straight into
the ground,” said Rep. Maloney.
“Women aren’t full citizens—and
there is no democracy—if we can’t
control our own bodies. The time
for action—for a bold platform
to fight back against this conservative assault on reproductive
rights—is now. We must fight for
reproductive justice by protecting
and expanding access to abortion,
birth control, and all forms of
reproductive health care.”
“There are 23 full democracies

in the world, and America is the
only one that excludes women
from the constitution. This is a
global shame and the majority
of Americans want and assume
women in the constitution, but that
won’t come true with the Equal
Rights Amendment,” said Gloria
Steinem.
“No matter what happens at the
Supreme Court, PPGNY intends
to be here for everyone who needs
us. No matter where they live.
No one should have to leave their
community to access abortion
care. As an abortion provider in
NYC, I already see patients who
travel from Texas and other states
to access abortion. As we know,
many people do not have the resources to travel for health care
due to economic injustices and
systemic racism. We cannot be
complacent and hope the courts
will protect us while abortion ac(Continued on page 10)

Senator James Sanders Jr. is
proud to announce that he has
been assigned to Mayor-Elect Eric
Adams’ Economic Committee
Transition Team. Senator Sanders
has an extensive background in
economic development leadership
and endorsed Adams for Mayor.
“I am proud to be part of this
new chapter in the city’s history,
a significant time since Eric Adams will be it’s second only ack
Mayor,” Sanders said. “We have
a long road ahead, but I am confident that Mayor-Elect Adams
has chosen the best team possible,
with the most qualified people. I
am humbled to be part of such a
prestigious assembly of leaders”
Senator Sanders is wellqualified for his new role on the
Economic Transition Committee.
His experience includes:
• Chair, New York State Banks
Committee
• Member, New York State Commerce, Economic Development
and Small Business Committee

• Member, New York State Insurance Committee
• Member, New York State Cultural Affairs, Tourism, Parks and
Recreation Committee
• Member, New York State Labor
Committee
•
Member, New York State
Veterans, Homeland Security and
Military Affairs Committee
• Member, New York State Procurement and Contracts
• Chair, New York State Senate
Democratic Conference MWBE
Task Force Committee
• Second Vice Chair, New York
State Black, Puerto Rican, Hispanic & Asian Legislative Caucus
• Co-Chair, Business and Economic Development Committee
of the National Black Caucus of
State Legislators
•
Member, Local Workforce
Development Board of the City
of New York Workforce Investment Area
• Chair, New York City MWBE
Task Force
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Northeast Queens Electeds Call on DOE to Suspend
Removal of Geographic Priorities for Queens High Schools
Assemblyman Edward Braunstein (D-Bayside) and Senator John
Liu (D-Bayside) sent a letter to
NYC Schools Chancellor Meisha
Porter in response to the Department of Education’s recent decision
to eliminate geographic priorities in
the high school admissions process
and issued the following statements:
“With many Queens high schools
operating at well above 100 percent
capacity, and in one case, even in
excess of 200 percent, constructing
new high schools at appropriate
sites and increasing available seats
in the borough should be a top priority,” said Assemblyman Edward
Braunstein. “In addition to chronic
overcrowding in the borough’s
schools, Queens students are faced
with a unique lack of transportation
options, especially in the eastern
portion of the borough. We urge
the DOE to suspend the elimination
of geographic priorities in Queens
until the City can sufficiently alleviate the existing overcrowding in the
borough’s high schools.”
“Ending geographic priority

Rep. Suozzi Announces Millions in
Federal Grants for Protection of the
Sound in Queens:
“The Long Island Sound is Our National Park, and we Have
to Treat it that Way”

at the 11th hour injects chaos and
uncertainty into an already complicated high school application
process,” said Senator John Liu,
chairperson of Senate Committee
on NYC Education. “Queens is in
desperate need of both more high
school seats and transportation

options, and this last minute change
sends our kids outside the borough
without the public transportation
to get them there. We must keep
geographic priority indefinitely,
lest we leave yet another mess for
the incoming administration to
clean up.”

This Week in Housing: HPD Celebrates More Than 1,200
Affordable Homes in Queens, Brooklyn, And The Bronx

Left: Archer Green (Photo credit: ©Dominique Sindayiganza)
Right: 5241 & 5203 Center Blvd (Courtesy of TF Cornerstone)
The New York City Department of Housing Preservation and
Development (HPD) this week
celebrated the creation of 1,221 affordable homes across two newly
constructed projects in Queens,
and two developing projects in
Brooklyn and the Bronx. These
new projects are a result of this
administration’s record breaking
housing plan, a critical pillar of
Your Home NYC, the Mayor’s
comprehensive approach to helping New Yorkers get, afford, and
keep their homes. Through Your
Home NYC, the City remains on
track to finance 300,000 affordable homes by 2026, including
200,000 affordable homes by the
end of the administration.
“The Mayor’s Housing Plan is
focused on creating quality affordable homes that give all New Yorkers the chance to thrive – whether
that means accessing supportive
services to get back on their feet,
renting in the neighborhood they
love, or buying a home to build
intergenerational wealth,” said
HPD Commissioner Louise Carroll. “This week, we celebrated
four projects that run the gamut,
all of which meet our high design
standards to promote sustainability, equity, accessibility, and
community.”
5241 & 5203 Center Blvd at
Hunter’s Point South bring 719
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permanently affordable homes
to the Long Island City neighborhood of Queens. Part of the
master-planned, mixed-use, and
mixed-income community, park,
school, and playground, the TF
Cornerstone project also sets aside
100 apartments for low-income
seniors, who will receive onsite
supportive services from Selfhelp Community Services. The
two buildings share a new 22,000
square foot public park, 8,900
square feet of street-front retail
space, and HPD is working with
the School Construction Authority
to bring a 572-seat K-8 school and
playground to the neighborhood.
Archer Green is a new 100%
affordable housing development,
bringing 387 affordable homes
to Downtown Jamaica. Once an
underutilized parking garage, the
new development by Omni New
York now includes a 15,000 square
foot community facility, and
70,000 square feet of commercial
space that will be anchored by
ALDI, a low-cost grocery store
that will bring fresh food and
produce to the neighborhood.
The project was borne out of the
Jamaica NOW Action plan, a
neighborhood revitalization initiative led by NYCEDC and the
Queens Borough President that
is delivering on its promise to the
community. Read about a new

resident’s journey here.
Bed-Stuy North and Central
Phase I broke ground this week
for 11 new buildings across 13
scattered lots that will create 20
affordable homes for rent and 11
affordable homeownership opportunities. Developed by SRBuild,
this is the fourth project financed
by HPD’s Open Door project, expanding opportunities for families
to build intergenerational wealth
and take root in the Bed-Stuy
neighborhood of Brooklyn. All
homes will comply with Landmark District regulations and meet
Enterprise Green Communities
energy efficiency standards.
1840-1846 Anthony Avenue is
a unique project that will renovate
three buildings owned by nonprofit developer Jericho Project
to provide affordable, supportive
housing to 84 formerly homeless
households in the Bronx. The
renovation at the central building at 1842 Anthony Avenue will
create 22 new homes and connect
all three buildings with a wheelchair accessible entrance, new
community space, and garden.
Supportive services provided by
Jericho Project are also tailored to
help LGBTQI young adults thrive.
“The ribbon cutting at 5203 and
5241 Center Boulevard signifies
(Continued on page 9)

Since coming to Congress,
Suozzi has helped increase federal funding to protect the Long
Island Sound by 900%
Congressman Tom Suozzi (DNY), Co-chair of the Long Island
Sound Caucus, held a virtual
press conference to announce
that New York Third’s Congressional District will receive nearly
$3 million in matching federal
grants for projects to preserve and
protect the Long Island Sound.
“The Long Island Sound is
our ‘National Park,’ and we have
to treat it that way,” said Suozzi.
“For 27 years, since entering public service, first as Mayor of Glen
Cove in 1994 and then as Nassau
County Executive in 2002, I have
worked on restoring shellfishing
beds and reseeding our harbors,
cutting nitrogen from sewage
treatment plants and stormwater
runoff, and cleaning up pollution.
As a Member of Congress, in
the role of Co-chair of the Long
Island Sound Caucus, I helped to
increase federal funding to protect the Sound by nearly 900%.”
When Suozzi came to Congress
in 2017, federal funding for the
Long Island Sound was merely
$4 million. Since then, Suozzi
has fought for and successfully
increased federal funding to $30.4
million, an increase of 900%. The
Long Island Sound is not only
an environmental treasure, but
also a revenue source to the area,
generating upwards of $1 billion
to the regional economy.
Suozzi was joined on the press
conference call by Long Island
Sound and environmental advocacy groups including: Curt Johnson, President, Save the Sound;
Cecilia Venosta-Wiygul, Udalls
Cove Preservation Committee
and Board Member, Douglaston
Civic Association; Adrienne
Esposito, Executive Director,
Citizens Campaign for the Environment; Vanessa Pino Lockel,
Executive Director, Cornell Cooperative Extension of Suffolk;
Eric Swenson, Executive Director, Hempstead Harbor Protection
Committee; Carol DiPaolo, Coalition to Save Hempstead Harbor;
and Heather Johnson, Executive
Director, Friends of the Bay.
“I grew up swimming and

fishing in the Sound” said Suozzi.
Thanks to the strong support and
advocacy of environmental organizations such as Save the Sound,
Douglaston Manor Environmental
Association, Citizens Campaign
for the Environment, Friends
of the Bay, Hempstead Harbor
Protection Committee, Coalition
to Save Hempstead Harbor, and
many others, these federal grants
will go a long way in ensuring that
future generations will be able to
enjoy a clean Long Island Sound.”
“Over the last ten years, we
have made significant progress to
increase funding for the preservation and protection of the Long
Island Sound, restoration of habitats, monitoring of water quality,
and education of the public” said
Suozzi. “We need to maintain and
increase this momentum so that
generations of New Yorkers can
all benefit from our most precious
natural resource.”
“Congressman Suozzi came
to us last year to ask us what
projects needed funding. He was
adamant on ensuring we get what
we need. It was an honor to bring
the local environmental groups
together to identify local environment priorities and shovel-ready
projects to secure funding in
collaboration with Congressman
Suozzi’s office. On behalf of the
groups, we are grateful for Congressman Suozzi’s support and
commitment to better the water
quality and wildlife in the Little
Neck Bay” said Cecilia VenostaWiygul, Udalls Cove Preservation
Committee and Board Member,
Douglaston Civic Association.
“Long Island Sound is the
heart of our region—ecologically,
economically, and culturally,” said
Curt Johnson, president of Save
the Sound. “Thanks to Congressman Suozzi and our other New
York and Connecticut congressional champions, the projects made
possible by Long Island Sound
Futures Fund act as a deep breath
that enlivens our urban sea with
vibrant habitats, cleaner water,
and good jobs. It truly funds Long
Island Sound’s future.”
The National Fish and Wildlife
Federation announced that the
Long Island Sound (both in Con(Continued on page 11)
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(Dec. 9 to Dec. 16)
Several days of panettone, chocolate, and coffee await Queens.
Wash it down with dragons, puppets, historic houses, migrating
birds, opera, ballet, and the destruction of a piano.
● Dec. 9, New York Panettone
Festival Part I, Dec. 12. This firstever event features fantastic Italian panettone chefs, chocolate, and
Lavazza coffee with a Midtown
Manhattan skyline in the background. The Piazza, 52-41 Center
Blvd., Hunters Point South.
● Dec. 10, The Gift of the Magi,
Dec. 12. Queens Opera Theatre
offers four holiday productions of
Peter Ekstrom’s musical adaptation of O. Henry’s timeless Christmas tale about a young couple on
Christmas Eve in 1905. Each loved
the other so much that each sold a
most prized possession to buy the
other a Christmas present. Shows
are Dec. 10 at 7 pm, Dec. 11 at 3
pm and 7 pm, and Dec. 12 at 3 pm.
Astoria Performing Arts Center,
44-02 23rd St., Long Island City.
●
Dec. 10, New York Croons
for Christmas, 7 pm. This annual
holiday dinner show stars Colm
Reilly, who delivers a cabaret-style
performance of classics with some
of New York’s most recognizable
jazz musicians. New York Irish
Center, 10-40 Jackson Ave., Long
Island City.
Dec. 10, Lyra Pramuk, Dec. 11.
Pramuk presents the US premiere
of her debut album “Fountain,”
which is re-envisioned for acoustic
chamber ensemble and additional
voices. The album envisions a
post-human queer futurity, integrating the intimacies of the club,
the emotional multitude of trans
experiences, and the forbidding
possibilities of social and physical
technologies. MoMA PS1, 22-25
Jackson Ave., Long Island City.
● Dec. 10, Three Days of Dance,
Dec. 12. The Take Root program
with Wan Dance Theater/Huiwang
Zhang is on Dec. 10 and 11 at 8 pm.
The Fertile Ground New Works
Showcase with various artists is
on Dec. 12 at 7 pm. Green Space,
37-24 24th St., Long Island City.
●
Dec. 10, VW Performance,
7:30 pm. Live art including performance, movement, music, theater,
comedy, and other time-based
experiences created by artists,
scholars, activists, and cultural
instigators at all career stages.
MoMA PS1, 22-25 Jackson Ave.,
Long Island City.
●
Dec. 11, The Dragon King,
11 am + 2 pm. The Tanglewood
Marionettes company presents
an underwater fantasy based on
Chinese folklore about an intrepid
grandmother who journeys to the
bottom of the sea in search of the
elusive Dragon King and the answers to why he has forsaken the
land above. Flushing Town Hall,
137-35 Northern Blvd.
● Dec. 11, Holiday Puppetry Fun,
Jan. 1. A series of activities, interviews, workshops, and tours of the
permanent Jim Henson exhibition
hosted by puppeteer Brian Carson
and Silly Willy. Museum of the
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave.,

MoMAPS1

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

BirdClubPipingPloverPeterPaton
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District. Orth Museum -- join forces to
● Dec. 11, Slated For Destruc- present this 34th annual event,
tion, 3:30 pm. Learn how a piano which is virtual on Youtube Live
works by destroying one and look- this year. The sites will present
ing inside the instrument. Jamaica arts, crafts, music, tours, and other
Center for Arts & Learning, 161- live content.
●
Dec. 12, AEON Ensem04 Jamaica Ave.
● Dec. 11, Latin Jazz Concert, 5 ble, 4 pm. This group premieres
pm. The Forest Hills Chamber of Queens-based composer Gilbert
Commerce presents a free com- Galindo’s Nada te Turbe. Visiting
munity concert with the Grammy- the words of Rumi, St. Teresa of
nominated Chembo Corniel Quin- Avila, buddhist monks, and othtet. The Church-in-the-Gardens, ers, the music is a drama and a
meditation making use of vocals
50 Ascan Ave., Forest Hills.
● Dec. 11, Meet the Artist, 2:30 and a string quartet. Plus, the
pm. Woodhaven resident Deborah ensemble plays Hildegard von
Camp is on hand to meet people Bingen, Pauline Oliveros, and
and discuss her exhibiting art. other works by Galindo. The
Maple Grove Cemetery, 127-15 Church-in-the-Gardens, 50 Ascan
Ave., Forest Hills.
Kew Gardens Rd.
●
Dec. 11, Holiday on the ● Dec. 12, Fused Glass WorkAvenue, noon. Arts, crafts, give- shops, 11:30 am + 2 pm. Artist and
aways, a small business fair, and jewelry designer Naomi Rabinowthe annual tree lighting at 5 pm. itz leads a fun afternoon making
King Manor Museum, 150-03 fused necklaces, pins, magnets,
earrings, and rings. Alley Pond
Jamaica Ave.
●
Dec. 12, US-Africa Meets Environmental Center, 224-65
China, 1 pm. The ongoing Global 76th Ave., Oakland Gardens.
Mashup series brings Newman ● Dec. 15, Bird Migration ReTaylor Baker/WashboardXT, a search, 7:30 pm. Queens County
jazz drummer and washboard Bird Club streams this presentaplayer who researches and cel- tion on migration research using
ebrates his African-American the Motus Wildlife Tracking
heritage, to the stage along with System by University of Western
Feifei Yang, a Chinese musician Ontario Biology Professor Chrisand singer specializing in Erhu topher C. Guglielmo, who coand Banhu performance. They’ll directs the institution’s Advanced
work with NYC-based pianist Facility for Avian Research.
and composer Zhihua Hu. Each ● Dec. 16, A Holiday Cabaret,
one does a set. Then they jam 7:30 pm. Soprano Christina Pecce
together. Flushing Town Hall, and Pianist Matthew Stephens
come together for a holiday event
137-35 Northern Blvd.
● Dec. 12, Holiday House Tour, celebrating the joys of the season,
1 pm. Historic houses in Flushing thanks to a partnership between
-- Bowne House, Flushing Town Musica Reginae and Queens OpHall, Friends Meeting House, era Theatre. The Church-in-theKingsland Homestead, Lewis Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest
Latimer House Museum, Voelker Hills.

(718) 699-2499
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Application Deadline For FEMA Disaster Assistance is
Now January 4th, 2022
Homeowners and renters with
uninsured or underinsured damage
to their property from Hurricane
Ida now have until Tuesday, Jan.
4, to apply for FEMA disaster assistance.
•
In order to apply, residents
must have been affected by the
Sept. 1-3 storm and live in the
Bronx, Brooklyn (Kings County),
Queens, Staten Island (Richmond
County), Dutchess, Nassau, Orange, Rockland, Suffolk or Westchester County. Jan. 4 is also the
deadline to apply for a disaster
loan from the U.S. Small Business
Administration.
•
Disaster assistance is not a
substitute for insurance and cannot
compensate for all losses caused by
Hurricane Ida. Financial assistance

is intended to meet basic needs
and supplement disaster recovery
efforts.
• Survivors are encouraged to
file insurance claims for damage
to their homes, personal property
and vehicles before they apply for
FEMA assistance.
• To apply for FEMA assistance,
visit DisasterAssistance.gov, use
the FEMA mobile app or call the
FEMA Helpline at 800-621-3362.
If you use video relay service
(VRS), captioned telephone service
or others, give FEMA the number
for that service. Helpline operators
are available from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m.
daily. Press 2 for Spanish. Press 3
for an interpreter who speaks your
language.
• The primary source of federal

funding for long-term disaster recovery not covered by insurance is
the U.S. Small Business Administration. Homeowners, renters
and businesses that were affected
by Hurricane Ida may apply for
disaster loans using SBA’s secure
website: disasterloanassistance.
sba.gov/ela/s/. For more information, applicants may also call
SBA’s Customer Service Center
at 800-659-2955 or email DisasterCustomerService@sba.gov.
Individuals who are deaf or hardof-hearing may call 800-877-8339.
• For the latest on New York’s
Hurricane Ida recovery efforts,
visit fema.gov/disaster/4615. Follow us on Twitter at twitter.com/
femaregion2 and facebook.com/
fema.

Gillibrand Pushes For Creation of Covid-19 And Pandemic
Response Centers of Excellence to Prepare For Future
Variants And Help Prevent Public Health Emergencies
(Continued from page 6)
and director of the Vaccine Center
at NYU Langone Health and Dr.
Jay Varma, professor at Weill
Cornell Medicine and director
of Weill Cornell Medicine’s new
Center for Pandemic Prevention
and Response.
“The Omicron variant, and
the recent news that cases of the
variant have been confirmed in
New York, are a reminder that
COVID is not over and that tackling pandemics and public health
challenges is – and will be – an
ongoing effort. Viruses evolve
and our ability to respond must
evolve alongside them – whether
that’s our ability to monitor and
meet the needs of COVID longhaulers, track new variants like
Omicron, or prepare for the next
public health emergency,” said
Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. “The
bipartisan, bicameral COVID-19
and Pandemic Response Centers of Excellence Act would
provide critical startup funding
to strengthen our nation’s emergency response preparedness as
we battle the ongoing COVID-19
crisis, improve our response to
new variants and build resiliency
against any future pandemics or
public health crises.”
“The COVID-19 crisis devastated New York City, but thanks
to the cutting edge medical and
academic research institutions in
our City, we became the national
leaders on therapies, vaccines, and
other medical responses to the virus. The COVID-19 and Pandemic
Response ‘Centers of Excellence’
Act ensures that in the event of
another pandemic or public health
crisis, our city and nation will be
well equipped to combat anything
that comes our way by designating
academic medical centers as hubs
that will improve our ability to
quickly respond to these emerging
threats and help us with the ongoing fight to conquer COVID-19,”
said Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney.
“Throughout the pandemic, academic medical centers have been
at the forefront of response and
recovery efforts. Medical centers
like SUNY Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, the University
of Rochester, and Tisch Hospital

in New York City have formed
necessary public health guidance
and advanced life-saving medical
breakthroughs,” said Representative John Katko. “However, there
are still many unanswered questions about COVID-19. That’s
why I introduced the bipartisan
and bicameral COVID-19 and
Pandemic Response Centers of
Excellence Act alongside Senator Gillibrand. This measure will
support our local medical centers
by funding additional research on
COVID-19 variants, the impacts
this virus has on our health, and
how to better prepare for future
public health emergencies. I join
Senator Gillibrand in urging immediate passage of this vital bill.”
“While COVID-19 is the first
pandemic many of us have lived
through, it most likely will not
be the last,” said Rep. Nydia M.
Velázquez (D-NY), the House
sponsor of the bill. “We are fortunate enough here in the United
States to have world class medical
and public health centers. This
bill would provide funding to
these academic medical centers so
they can continue to be research
and communication hubs in the
ongoing fight against COVID-19
and down the road against future
pandemics. I thank Senator Gillibrand for introducing the Senate
version of this bill and urge both
chambers of Congress to swiftly
take up the legislation. There is
no time to waste.”
“With the Omicron variant now
confirmed in the United States,
we must do everything we can to
prepare for the potential of yet another wave of this pandemic which
has devastated far too many lives,”
said Congressman Adriano Espaillat (NY-13). “The COVID–19
and Pandemic Response ‘Centers
of Excellence’ Act will enable
us to provide adequate care for
individuals diagnosed with COVID-19, while combating health
inequities here in New York City
and across the nation. I commend
Senator Gillibrand and Congresswoman Velázquez on their effort
which can boost our ability to
conduct the necessary research to
finally bring an end to this global
public health emergency once and
for all.”
“Throughout this pandemic, we

have so thoroughly and completely relied on our healthcare systems
to see us to tomorrow. These institutions are not only responsible for
providing the care which has and
continues to save countless lives,
but for the medical breakthroughs
which have been invaluable towards preventing further losses of
life. The COVID-19 and Pandemic
Response Centers of Excellence
Act is essential if we are to ensure
our academic medical centers
have the resources they need to
both continue their revelatory research when the next public health
crisis emerges and effectively
communicate that research with
the public. With these necessary
investments, we will strengthen
our preparedness for future public health crises and proactively
protect our communities,” said
Congresswoman Yvette D. Clarke.
The sharing of scientific
knowledge and best practices,
together with increased coordination and cooperation, will
increase our ability to prevent and
prepare for future public health
emergencies. The COVID-19
and Pandemic Response Centers
of Excellence Act will mobilize
a national coalition of academic
medical centers to strengthen
COVID-19 patient care, research,
education and community outreach, and will accelerate our
ability to respond to variants like
Omicron. We strongly support
this crucial legislation and thank
Senator Gillibrand, Congress
Member Velazquez and the other
bill sponsors for their leadership
on this important effort,” said
Mark J. Mulligan, MD, director of the Division of Infectious
Diseases and Immunology and
director of the Vaccine Center at
NYU Langone Health.
“COVID-19 has taught us that
we are in a constant fight both
against this virus and new infectious disease threats emerging
every day, and that the only way
to fight effectively is to strengthen
every part of our health system.
Academic medical centers are
the critical link between patients,
researchers, local health departments, and the biotech industry.
Creating Centers of Excellence at
(Continued on page 10)
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NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens
Celebrates Third Consecutive Year
Without Central Line-Associated
Bloodstream Infections in The ICU
Hospital follows stringent infection control practices and multilayer approach to ensure the
reduction of CLABSI
Achievement builds on the public
health system’s commitment to
safety and high-quality care for
all patients
NYC Health + Hospitals/
Queens announced today that it
has achieved three consecutive
years without any central lineassociated bloodstream infections
(CLABSI) in ICU patients. The
CDC defines a CLABSI as a serious infection that occurs when
germs (usually bacteria or viruses) enter the bloodstream through
the central line. NYC Health +
Hospitals/Queens follows stringent infection control practices
and multilayer approach to ensure
the reduction of CLABSI, including utilizing central line bundles,
decreasing the reliance of central
lines, staff education, and more.
All CLABSI are reported to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention’s (CDC) National
Healthcare Safety Network database. The NYS Department of
Health performs ongoing validation of this data. NYC Health +
Hospitals/Queens’ achievement
around CLABSI builds on the
public health system’s commitment to safety and high-quality
care for all patients.
“Today, hospital leadership
and the Quality and Safety team
at N YC Health + Hospitals/
Queens join in acknowledging
being CLABSI-free consistently
for three full years, and we are
recognizing our entire ICU team
for this remarkable accomplishment which is an example of our
ongoing commitment to providing the best care possible to our

patients and our community” said
NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens
CEO Neil J. Moore, MBA, MPA,
FACHE.
The NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens ICU team uses a
multilayered approach that has
helped eliminate CLABSI for
three consecutive years. These
approaches include the use of
central line bundles of care, an
overall reduction in utilization of
central lines by using new technologies, such as point of care ultrasound and daily review of line
necessity, ongoing performance
improvements, staff education
on infection control compliance,
and more.
“I am delighted that NYC
Health + Hospitals/Queens has
reached this milestone of being CLABSI-free for three full
years, particularly during a period
where we weathered the hardships accelerated by the coronavirus pandemic,” said NYC Health
+ Hospitals/Queens Associate
Director of Medicine, Pulmonary
Critical Care Attending, Jean
Fleischman, MD, FCCP, who is
also the hospital Deputy Medical
Director for Quality Assurance
and Performance Improvement.
“The fact is that patients who develop CLABSIs are subject to prolonged hospital stays, excessive
hospital costs, and an increased
risk of death. Our laser-like focus
on preventive measures such as
interdisciplinary collaboration
between nurses, physicians, and
our infection prevention team
has led to us reaching this most
admirable level of safety.”
For more information about
NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens,
v i sit ou r web sit e w w w.nychealthandhospitals.org/queens,
or call 1-844-NYC-4NYC for an
appointment.

Senator Ramos: Signing of Child Poverty Reduction Act is a Necessary Step
to Guaranteeing The Health And Safety of New York’s Children
(Continued from page 8)
families, reducing risk of abuse
and neglect for children, and
ultimately making our communities better places to work and
live,” said Timothy Hathaway,
Executive Director of Prevent
Child Abuse New York. “With
the adoption of the Child Poverty
Reduction Act, New York State is
saying that children’s well-being
matters-- and taking the first step
toward changing the trajectory for
a whole generation.”
“Immigrant children make
up 41% of all children in New
York State living in low-income
families. This legislation marks a
critical leap forward in the state’s

fight to assist the families most in
need,” said Liza Schwartzwald,
Senior Manager of Education
Policy at the New York Immigration Coalition. “The New York
Immigration Coalition thanks
Governor Hochul for signing the
Child Poverty Reduction Act into
law today. We look forward to
building on this work to ensure
that all children in New York State
can thrive.”
Jessica Ramos chairs the Senate
Labor Committee and represents
New York’s 13th District in the
State Senate, which includes the
Queens neighborhoods of Corona,
East Elmhurst, Jackson Heights,
and parts of Astoria, Elmhurst,
and Woodside.
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Following Dobbs Oral Arguments, Rep. Maloney,
Gloria Steinem, Senator Brian Kavanagh, Senator
Ramos, Councilwoman Rivera, Councilwoman
Caban, Councilmember-elect Marte, and Advocates
Call For Reproductive Justice And Health Equity
(Continued from page 6)
cess hangs on by a thread.
Congress must take bold action and pass the Women’s
Health Protection Act and
the Access to Birth Control
Act,” said Gillian Dean,
MD, Chief Medical Officer, Planned Parenthood of
Greater New York.
“We passed the Reproductive Health Act to make
sure that the reproductive
rights originally established
through landmark court
rulings like Roe v Wade are
guaranteed by statute here
in New York,” said State
Senator Brian Kavanagh.
“Unfortunately many other
states are working hard to
undermine those rights and
severely restrict access to
safe, legal abortions. I thank
Congresswoman Carolyn
Maloney for her unflagging
leadership in championing
these basic rights, as she has
for so long.”
“When we finally won a
true Democratic majority in
the NYS Senate, New York
was able to set a standard
of leadership for the rest of
the country, codifying Roe
in the Reproductive Health
Act. Now we have a majority in the House and Senate,
a supermajority in the State
Senate and Assembly, and a
supermajority in the NYC
Council. Defending reproductive justice and access
to healthcare is not something we can delegate to one
branch of government, it’s
all of our responsibilities,”
said State Senator Jessica
Ramos.
“As the fate of reproductive rights hangs in the
balance, New York has a
responsibility to step up in
this moment and be a national leader in expanding
abortion access. Reproductive justice is more than
securing the right to abortion – it is about breaking
down systemic roadblocks
to accessing that right, by
creating laws that remove
social & economic barriers
to all kinds of reproductive care. For this reason, I
sponsor legislation to create the New York Abortion
Access Fund which aims to
support New Yorkers and
individuals traveling from
other states who face finan-

cial and logistical barriers
to abortion and reproductive
healthcare. I am proud to
stand today with my colleagues in government to
make clear New York State
will always protect the right
to an abortion,” said State
Senator Alessandra Biaggi.
“When we defend reproductive freedom, we
do it for everyone – not
just for the residents of our
own districts, towns, and
cities. We cannot and will
not stand by while reproductive rights are under
attack. We must continue
to fight for comprehensive
reproductive justice that
centers equitable care access for women, the LGBTQ+ community, and all
pregnant individuals,” said
Council Member Carlina
Rivera. “The impetus is
clear – local governments
nationwide, not just in progressive strongholds like us
here in New York City, can
and should be working right
now to build the necessary
infrastructure to protect
reproductive healthcare.”
“The core of the fight for
reproductive justice is the
same as all of our liberation
struggles. It is about freedom from control, coercion,
and exploitation - namely
of the most vulnerable and
marginalized communities.
If banning abortions were
about genuine care for human life, then the same people trying to take away our
reproductive rights would
also be fighting just as hard
to give people the resources
to parent. You can’t separate
this fight from the Black
mortality rate, the pipelines
to mass incarceration, and
deportation. These are all
reproductive justice issues.
We need access to affirming, free and safe abortion
care as a human right,”
said Councilwoman Tiffany
Caban.
“Make no mistake, the
future of reproductive freedom in the United States
is in grave and imminent
danger. Federal protection
for this fundamental human
right may soon come to an
end. Women’s political activism has never been more
important. As voters, we can
send a clear and loud message at the ballot box that

our rights to full autonomy,
to deciding when to become
parents is non-negotiable.
We also demand access to
this healthcare, expanded
birth control, affordable
childcare, and protections
for pregnant workers,” said
Sonia Ossorio, President of
the National Organization
for Women in New York.
“The women of America
hear this loud and clear
message: we do not matter. When a constitutional
right relied upon for a half
a century could be summarily withdrawn, we are
confronted once again with
how precarious our rights
and protections are. We
were intentionally left out
of the Constitution. The
Equal Rights Amendment
may be the only thing that
can save us. The Senate
must vote now to remove
the time limit on the ERA
to let the women of this
country know we all are,
indeed, equal under the
law,” said Carol Jenkins,
President and CEO, The
ERA Coalition/Fund for
Women’s Equality.
“For NCJW, reproductive freedom is religious
freedom. Those who invoke
“religious liberty” to block
access to contraception
and abortion are violating
our Constitutional rights,”
said Andrea Salwen Kopel,
President, National Center
of Jewish Women New York
(NCJW NY).
“Catholic social justice
values compel us to advance reproductive justice
and health equity -- from
abortion care, to genderaffirming health services,
to birth control and more.
People of faith in the halls
of Congress and in the pews
have a moral responsibility
to speak out against the extreme fringe beliefs of the
so-called Religious Right
and declare that reproductive justice is a blessing. As
President of Catholics for
Choice, I’m honored to join
Chairwoman Maloney and
her pro-choice colleagues
on behalf of the faithful
majority of Catholics in the
U.S. who support abortion
access, birth control, and
bodily autonomy,” said Jamie L. Manson, President of
Catholics for Choice.
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Gillibrand Pushes For Creation of Covid-19 And
Pandemic Response Centers of Excellence to
Prepare For Future Variants And Help Prevent
Public Health Emergencies
(Continued from page 9)
academic medical centers
will insure that we are better prepared to deliver to
New Yorkers the data, tests,
treatments, and vaccines
that keep us safe,” said Jay
K. Varma, MD, Professor of
Population Health Sciences,
Weill Cornell Medical College and Director of Weill
Cornell Medicine’s Center
for Pandemic Prevention
and Response.
Academic medical centers
have been at the forefront of
our nation’s fight against the
COVID-19 pandemic and
have historically been used
to establish infrastructure
for advancing life-saving
medical discoveries. This
forward-thinking federal
investment would provide
direct support and fortify
our nation’s emergency
response preparedness by
supporting cutting-edge
research, education, patient
care, and community outreach related to COVID-19
and future pandemics.
The bipartisan, bicameral
COVID-19 and Pandemic
Response Centers of Excellence Act would create
a Centers of Excellence

administration program at
the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS)
to improve and expedite
our nation’s fight against
COVID-19 and future pandemics. The Centers of
Excellence model provides
a holistic approach to care
and has the flexibility to leverage public-private partnerships that will allow the
United States to improve
dissemination of clinician
training, infection prevention, public health surveillance and outcomes tracking, public outreach and
education, clinical research,
and development for testing,
treatment, and vaccines.
This bill would authorize
the Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS)
to award grants, contracts,
or cooperative agreements
to academic medical centers
and would seek to expedite
their proactive work on:
• COVID-19 patient care
and survivor recovery
• Mental health resources
for frontline health care
workers
• Combating health care
disparities and promoting
health equity
•
Robust public health

endangerment research and
education
•
Future readiness to
conduct diverse clinical
trial research and vaccine
research
The COVID-19 and Pandemic Response Centers of
Excellence Act is endorsed
by the Infectious Diseases
Society of America (IDSA),
Associated Medical Schools
of New York, Solve M.E/
CFS Initiative, Baylor Scott
& White Health, Cornell
University, Houston Methodist, Johns Hopkins University & Medicine, Louisiana State University, Mass
General Brigham, NYU
Langone Health, Rutgers
- The State University of
New Jersey, Stony Brook
University, The Ohio State
University, The University
of Utah, University of Iowa
Health Care, Washington
University, Atrium Health,
UNC Health & UNC School
of Medicine, The State University of New York and
New York-Presbyterian,
University of Arkansas for
Medical Sciences (UAMS),
University of Rochester
Medical Center, and Columbia University Irving
Medical Center.

This Week in Housing: HPD Celebrates More
Than 1,200 Affordable Homes in Queens . . .
(Continued from page 7)
the latest milestone in TF
Cornerstone’s long-term
commitment to the Long
Island City community at
Hunter’s Point South. It’s
an honor to be a part of the
neighborhood’s continued
expansion and rejuvenation,” said Zoe Elghanayan,
Principal and Senior Vice
President at TF Cornerstone.
“We are thrilled to celebrate the completion of the
100% affordable housing
and mixed-use development
that is Archer Green,” said
Eugene Schneur, Managing
Director of Omni New York
LLC. “We want to thank
all of the partners and local
officials that helped make
this project possible, as this
new development is bringing much needed affordable housing and economic
investment to the center of
Jamaica, Queens. We are
honored to have been part
of these efforts.”
“Archer Green will create much-needed affordable
housing and good-paying
jobs, which will help spur
a thriving local economy
in Jamaica, Queens,” said
NYCEDC President and
CEO Rachel Loeb. “We
thank our city par tners
HPD, HDC, NYPD, and
DCAS, local elected officials, the development
team, community members,

and all who helped us in
reaching this tremendous
milestone.”
“SRBuild is excited
to break ground on the
upcoming Bed Stuy North
& Central Phase I development,” said Ben Shavolian,
President of SRBuild. “We
consider ourselves fortunate
to have a role in transforming the lives of so many
families through affordable
homeownership. We would
like to thank Councilman
Cornegy and his staff, as
well as Lin Zeng, Felipe
Cortes, Ryan Moroz and
Joyce Kwon of HPD for the
tireless dedication to this
project. We would also like
to extend our appreciation
to Lenny Seif of HPD who
we have had the privilege
of working with for the past
ten years. We wish him all
the best in his retirement
from public service.”
“In New York and
throughout the country,
homeownership has become an often unreachable and unaffordable goal
for many people. Affordable ownership can provide
families with stability and
the opportunity to build
equity in the community
as it continues to grow,”
said Robert Riggs, Senior
Vice President & Regional
Director, The Community
Preservation Corporation.
“We are proud to invest in
projects like Bed Stuy North

& Central that both expand
our City’s affordable housing stock, and which give
hardworking New Yorkers
a real shot at the dream of
homeownership and the
benefits it provides. My
thanks to our long-time
partners at SRBuild, to
Councilmember Cornegy,
and to Commissioner Carroll and her team at HPD.”
“Homelessness among
young adults is a crisis that
has only deepened throughout the pandemic. With this
project we will continue
our work in reversing housing insecurity early in a
person’s life and providing
the necessary services and
coaching to achieve their
true potential,” said Jericho
Project CEO Tori Lyon.
The New York City
Department of Housing
Preservation and Development (HPD) is the nation’s
largest municipal housing
preservation and development agency. Its mission
is to promote quality housing and diverse, thriving
neighborhoods for New
Yorkers through loan and
development programs for
new affordable housing,
preservation of the affordability of the existing housing stock, enforcement of
housing quality standards,
and educational programs
for tenants and building
(Continued on page 11)
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LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES

LEGAL NOTICES
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LEGAL NOTICES

105-02 Liberty Owners LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 10/6/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Louis Verdino, 10502 Liberty Ave., Ozone Park,
NY 11417. General Purpose.
11/4,11,18,25,12/2&9/2021

Notice of Formation of ARC
LITERARY MANAGEMENT,
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 09/08/21. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: ARC LITERARY
MANAGEMENT, LLC, 35-36
159TH St., Flushing, NY 11358.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Notice of Formation of ZELSIN
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 09/16/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. S S N Y
shall mail process to: 79-07
Roosevelt Avenue, 2nd Floor,
Jackson Heights, NY 11372.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
HARDKNOX LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/13/2021. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 14350 Hoover Ave,
Apt 514, Jamaica, NY 11435.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
ROOMTEMP HVAC LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 11/04/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: 320 Beach 17th Street,
Far Rockaway, NY 11691.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
12/9,16,23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

21 GATES LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with the SSNY on 11/23/21.
Office: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process to
the LLC, 60-02 79th Street,
Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/9,16,23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

Block 2319 Lot 9, LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 11/3/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Mary Jude Delaney,
53-47 62nd St., Maspeth, NY
11378. General Purpose.
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021
3920 Anwood Drive LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 11/10/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to 84-31 Van Wyck
Expressway, apt. 3F, Jamaica,
NY 11435. General Purpose.
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021
JW Pro Framers LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 6/17/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 83-15
98th St., #5F, Woodhaven,
NY 11421. General Purpose.
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021
Notice of Formation of JVJ
CONSTRUCTION LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 11/02/2021.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 3515 98th
Street, Corona, NY 11368.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021
Notice of Formation of Loretta
Rodriguez Co LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/12/2021. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
8431 62nd Drive, Apt V16,
Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021
MICRO NYC LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with the SSNY on 11/10/21.
Office: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of the LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, 14907 Beech
Ave, Flushing, NY 11355.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022
Tayloristry LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 11/5/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent
upon whom process against
may be served & shall mail
process to Ianna Taylor, 125-30
Sutphin Blvd., B512, Jamaica,
NY 11434. General Purpose.
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Notice of Formation: WX NY
REALTY LLC Art. Of Org. filed
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 10/20/2021. Office Loc:
QUEENS COUNTY. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 110-43 15TH AVE,
COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021
Notice of formation of 21109
BAYSIDE LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
SSNY on 11/1/2021. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for ser vice of process.
SSNY shall mail copy of any
process served against the
LLC 211-09 41 Ave, Bayside.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021
Sakh 28 LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 3/10/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to Sohail
Akhtar, 241-30 85th Rd.,
1st Fl. Apt., Bellerose, NY
11426. General Purpose.
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021
Bay Terrace Recreational
Center LLC, Ar ts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of
NY (SSNY) 8/18/2021. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 24 15 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY
11360. General Purpose.
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021
I N N OVAT I V E S U C C ES S
SOLUTIONS, LLC, Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
11/29/2021. Office loc: Queens
Count y. SSNY has been
designated as agent upon
whom process against the
LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 205-01 48th Avenue,
Bayside, NY 11364. Reg Agent:
Mona Ahmed, 205-01 48th
Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022
J&J 58 REALTY LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 10/15/21. Office: Queens
County. SSNY designated as
agent of the LLC upon whom
process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail copy of
process to the LLC, 5812 196th
St, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

DiDi Trucking, LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 6/22/2021.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 177-41
105 Avenue, Queens, NY
11433. General Purpose.
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021
Notice of Formation of
PLE AS A NT STAYS LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/10/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 144-26 228th
St, 2FL, Laurelton, NY 11413.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022
Notice of Formation of 14
LINCOLN PLACE INVESTOR
PARTNER LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 11/08/21. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to: Char ney C ompanies,
5 -26 46th Ave., Ste. 2 A ,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022
Notice of formation of Jill
Diamant Architect PLLC.
Articles of Org. filed with the
Secretary of State of New York
(SSNY) on 11/18/21. Office
located in Queens County.
SSNY has been designated
for service of process. SSNY
shall mail copy of any process
served against the PLLC to:
3442 80th Street #2, Jackson
Heights, NY 11372. Purpose:
any lawful activity or purpose.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022
NEW CAIRO TAXI LLC, Arts.
of Org. filed with the SSNY
on 11/19/2021. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: The
LLC, 3434 44th St. Apt 2F,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022
KGP Holdings LLC, Arts of
Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) 11/17/2021.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 20405 104th Ave., St. Albans,
NY 11412. General Purpose.
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice is hereby given that a
license, Number Pending , for
beer, liquor and wine has been
applied for by the undersigned
to sell beer, liquor and wine at
retail in a Bar/Tavern/restaurant
under the Alcoholic Beverage
Control Law at 32-02 Linden
Place, Flushing, NY 11354 for on
premises consumption. SOHO
KTV INC (President: Feng Lin).
12/2&9/2021

Notice of Formation of FORTY
ONE VENTURES LLC. Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of
S t ate of N Y (S S N Y ) o n
08/16/2021. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 115-58 232
Street, Jamaica, NY 11411.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
12/9,16,23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

Gillibrand Statement on The Gutting of Bipartisan
Military Justice Reforms by House And . . .
(Continued from page 4)
through the Secretaries of
the Military Departments.
Anything less will likely
be seen as compromising
what is designed to be an
independent part of the
military justice process,
thus significantly undermining this recommendation…Finally, because of

the breadth and depth of
the lack of trust by junior
enlisted Service members
in com manders, it was
determined that the status
quo or any variation on the
status quo that retained
commanders as disposition authorities in sexual
harassment, sexual assault,
and related cases would fail
to offer the change required

to restore confidence in the
system.”
“This bill represents a
major setback on behalf of
service members, women
and survivors in particular.
However, we will not stop
seeking true military justice reforms for our brave
service members and I will
continue to call for an up or
down floor vote.”

Rep. Suozzi Announces Millions in Federal
Grants for Protection of the Sound in Queens:
(Continued from page 7)
necticut and New York)
will receive $4.8 million
in matching funds, providing a total conservation
impact of $10.2 million. Of
that amount, New York’s
3rd Congressional District
will receive $1,540,437 in
matching funds, bringing
a total to $2,944,218 for
Long Island Sound projects
across the district. Areas of
the district that will receive
f unding include Udalls
Cove and Little Neck Bay
in Queens, Roslyn, Hempstead Harbor, Oyster Bay,
and Centerport and Northport Harbors.

Details for each of the
projects that impact Queens
are below; full list attached:
• $1,007,486 for Restoring Big Rock Wetland for
Marsh and Com munit y
Resilience for Udalls Cove:
Establish a natural shoreline along Memorial Field
in Udalls Cove, Little Neck
Bay, Queens, New York.
Project will restore the
shoreline to reduce erosion
from storms and engage
the local community, public schools, and university
students in environmental
stewardship.
•
$170,000 to Develop
a Long Island Sound Student Action Plan: Deliver

hands-on environmental
education and stewardship activities focused on
addressing challenges to
restoration and protection
of the health and living
resources of Long Island
Sound, New York. Project
will develop the next generation of environmental
leaders.
•
$113,017 for educational program to protect
Shorebirds: Establish an
education program that will
increase support for coastal
conservation and engage
people in actions that help
shorebirds thrive in important coastal habitats of the
Sound.

This Week in Housing: HPD Celebrates . . .

(Continued from page 10)

ow ners. HPD is tasked
with advancing the goals
of the City’s housing plan
– a critical pillar of Your

Home N YC, Mayor de
Blasio’s comprehensive
approach to helping New
Yorkers get, afford, and
keep housing in these challenging times. For f ull

details visit nyc.gov/hpd
and for regular updates on
HPD news and services,
connect with us on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram @NYCHousing.
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Dec 7, The Day That Will Always
“Live in Infamy”
(Continued from page 1)
President Biden, issued a White
House proclamation recognizing
National Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day, giving “thanks to the

Greatest Generation, who guided
our Nation through some of our
darkest moments and laid the
foundations of an international
system that has transformed former adversaries into allies.”

President Joe Biden and First Lady Jill Biden visited the National
WorldWarIIMemorialinWashingtontomarkthe80thanniversary
of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941.

Business Heroes of the Year

The Queens Chamber of Commerce hosted a “Business Heroes
of the Year” event to honor local
business owners who went above
and beyond for their community
during unprecedent challenges
in the last two years. I was delighted to join CEO Tom Grech
to recognize the honorees for their

outstanding public service.
I was especially proud to recognize Melva Miller, the first Chief
Executive Officer of A Better New
York (ABNY) organization, who
served as my Deputy Borough
President during my tenure in
Borough Hall. Congratulations,
once again, to all the honorees!

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2021

