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Council Member Francisco Moya Celebrated 
Students During the 41st Annual Tree Lighting at 

William F. Moore Park in Corona Heights, Queens

Council Member Francisco Moya  together with the Sheet Metal Workers Local 28 distributed 
toys to more than 400 children at William F. Moore Park (Corona Ave, 108th Street and 
Joseph Lisa Memorial Square.)

Council Member Francisco Moya 
Celebrated Students During the 41st 
Annual Tree Lighting at William F. 

Moore Park in Corona Heights, Queens

 Santa and P.S. 110 Students singing Feliz Navidad following 
lighting of the tree at William F. Moore Park, 
     As part of the 41st Annual Tree 
Lighting at William F. Moore 
Park, Council Member Francisco 
Moya together with leaders and 
members of the community cel-
ebrated students. The day featured 
a toy giveaway to more than 400 
children, P.S. 14 and P.S. 110 stu-
dents performing holiday songs, 
and culminating with the light-

ing of the tree. This was part of 
Council Member Moya’s efforts 
to bring holiday cheer to families 
in the communities hardest-hit 
and given the ever-changing en-
vironment students have endured 
during this pandemic. The toy 
giveaway was thanks in partner-

DiNapoli Releases Economic  
Report on Greater Flushing Area

Flushing Area Economy Was Booming Before Pandemic’s 
Devastation Signs of Strong Recovery This Year, Job Growth 
Outpacing Queens and NYC

     Flushing, and the surrounding neighborhoods that make up 
the greater Flushing area, enjoyed outsized employment and 
business growth from 2000 until Queens became the epicenter 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The public health and economic 
crises created by the pandemic highlighted ongoing challenges 
for recovery, but key positive indicators such as job recovery 
are reasons for optimism, according to an economic analysis 
released today by New York State Comptroller Thomas P. 
DiNapoli.
     “The COVID-19 pandemic took a heavy toll on greater Flush-
ing, but jobs are coming back to the area faster than the rest of 
New York City and that’s a positive sign for the area and for 
Queens,” DiNapoli said. “Many challenges remain and some, 
like the need for affordable housing that pre-dates the pandemic, 
must be addressed as part of the area’s economic recovery to 
ensure everyone benefits.”

Holden Co-Names Street For Former 
Councilman Thomas Ognibene

Joining Councilman Robert Holden who sponsored co-naming the corner of 
Furmanville Avenue and 83rd Street in Middle Village “Thomas V Ognibene Way” 
is Mrs. Margaret Ognibene and family, former NYS Senator Serphin R. Maltese, 
Congresswoman Grace Meng, NYC Council Member Eric Ulrich, community 
activist Anthony Nunziato, Community Leaders and friends. See story on page 3.
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.
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ship with Sheet Metal Workers 
Local 28 and the tree and holiday 
decorations, which will be up 
through Three Kings Day, were 
designed by Yessenia Calle in 
partnership with the Ecuadorian 
Civic Committee of New York. 
     The event counted with the par-
ticipation of NYC Queens Parks 
Commissioner Michael Dockett, 
East Elmhurst Corona Civic Asso-
ciation President Larinda Hooks, 
LeFrak City Tenants Association 
President Michelle Dunston, 
Ecuadorian Civic Committee of 
NY President Oswaldo Guzman 
and its members, P.S. 110 Prin-
cipal Elisa Gomez and Assistant 
Principal Brandi Passantino, P.S. 
14 music teachers Ms. Ortega and 
Ms. Lasso, and other members of 
the community.
     “There is no greater joy than 
seeing smiles on children’s faces 
and that was at the heart of our  
toy distribution and tree lighting 
celebration. After another school 
year and holiday season adapt-
ing to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
we brought the holiday cheer to 
William F. Moore Park and the 

entire neighborhood with our 
tree lighting and students sing-
ing. Special thanks to Sheet Metal 
Workers Local 28, the Ecuadorian 
Civic Committee of NY, Yessenia 
Calle and her family, and all the 
members of our community for 
bringing joy to so many families,” 
shared Council Member Francisco 
Moya.
     “Thank you to Councilman 
Francisco Moya for sponsoring 
this magnificent event and an-
nual tradition at William F. Moore 
Park,” said NYC Parks Queens 
Borough Commissioner Michael 
Dockett. The children’s voices 
really made the evening special 
together with a holiday exhibit 
that will bring joy and cheer to all 
in the neighborhood and anyone 
visiting the park.”
     “Our members are always 
looking to give back and this time 
of year is no exception. We are 
grateful to partner with Council 
Member Francisco Moya for his 
Tree Lighting Celebration and 
extend the joy of the holidays with 
our toy giveaway. As families in 
this neighborhood continue to 
recover from COVID-19, there’s 
nothing more special than to have 

the opportunity to bring out smiles 
in children during this holiday 
season,” said Eric Meslin, Presi-
dent and Business Manager, Sheet 
Metal Workers Local 28.
     “This holiday season my family 
and I wanted to light up William 
F. Moore Park with a sweet little 
wonderland filled with gifts and 
treats. Grateful to be able to part-
ner with Council Member Moya 
and the Ecuadorian Civic Com-
mittee of NY to bring Christmas 
cheer to the whole neighborhood,” 
said Yessenia Calle, designer for 
holiday decorations.
     “Special thanks to the members 
of the Ecuadorian Civic Commit-
tee of New York and Councilman 
Francico Moya for this beauti-
ful act of lighting up William F. 
Moore Park in Corona for Christ-
mas. Happy holidays to the entire 
neighborhood and our immigrant 
community. Also Congratulations 
to Yessenia Calle for the beautiful 
tree decoration and to Council 
Member Moya for spreading joy to 
children with the toy distribution 
and tree lighting celebration,” add-
ed Oswaldo Guzmán, President of  
the Ecuadorian Civic Committee 
of New York.

Council Member Francisco Moya Celebrated 
Students During the 41st Annual Tree Lighting at 

William F. Moore Park in Corona Heights, Queens

DiNapoli Releases Economic Report on Greater Flushing Area

     DiNapoli’s economic analysis 
covered the greater Flushing area, 
which is defined by the U.S. Cen-
sus Bureau as including Flushing, 
College Point, Whitestone, Mur-
ray Hill and Auburndale. The area 
has a population of around 258,500 
and has seen steady growth in its 
immigrant population. As of 2019, 
55.9% of residents (134,100) were 
immigrants, the fourth-highest 
share and largest number of any 
New York City neighborhood.
Pre-Pandemic, Strong Business 
and Employment Growth
     The greater Flushing area has a 
diverse and vibrant local economy 
and is a major business center out-
side of Manhattan. In the nearly 
20 years prior to the pandemic, 
the area was one of the fastest 
growing local economies in the 
city, driven by small businesses 
with fewer than five employees. 
Among the pre-pandemic high-
lights:
•    From 2000 to 2019, total 
businesses grew 81.8% to 9,250, 
faster than Queens (44%) or NYC 
(29.6%). In 2019, 87.4% were mi-
crobusinesses with fewer than 10 
employees.
•    Private sector employment 
grew 70.9% in the same period, 
double the growth in Queens 
(32.4%) or NYC (28.1%).
•    Jobs grew, but wages only rose 
46% since 2010 — a lower rate 
than Queens (79.1%) and citywide 
(53.7%) — reaching $3.9 billion 
in 2019.
Pandemic Underscored Chal-
lenges
     The pandemic hit Queens harder 
than any borough and devastated 
the greater Flushing economy. By 
the end of the second quarter (June 
2020) nearly one-in-four private 
sector jobs were gone. This was 
on par with Queens overall, which 
had the highest rate of job loss 

(25.2%) in NYC. The pandemic’s 
impact underscored existing local 
challenges, most notably afford-
able housing, higher poverty rates 
and lower household incomes than 
the rest of Queens, as well as the 
needs of the area’s older adult 
population. Specifically: 
•    The leisure and hospitality 
sector was hit hardest, with the 
highest rate of job loss for the last 
three quarters of 2020, compared 
to a year earlier. Retail trade suf-
fered the second-largest job loss.
•    82% of greater Flushing 
residents were employed in either 
essential or face-to-face sectors, 
with no option to work from home.
•    40.7% of greater Flushing rent-
ers faced a severe rent burden in 
2019 — spending half or more of 
income on rent, the highest share 
in NYC.
•    The pre-pandemic poverty rate 
in greater Flushing was 16.4% in 
2019, an improvement over prior 
years, but higher than Queens’ 
overall rate and equal to the city-
wide rate.
•    35.9% of greater Flushing’s 
residents are age 55 or older, the 
fourth-highest share among NYC 
neighborhoods. The median age 
was 45.3, higher than in Queens 
(39.7) and citywide (37.2). The me-
dian income for senior households 
was $32,100, as of 2019.
Greater Flushing Signs of Strong 
Recovery
     Employment in greater Flush-
ing during the pandemic has 
recovered faster than in many 
neighborhoods, and faster than 
Queens and the city overall. Lo-
cal businesses have been aided 
by local, state, and federal relief 
programs and the enhancement 
of state unemployment benefits 
made possible through the March 
2020 Coronavirus Aid, Relief and 
Economic Security (CARES) Act.
•    By March 2021, jobs losses 
were at 8.4% compared to the 

23.4% in the second quarter of 
2020, a better recovery than over 
half the city’s 55 neighborhoods. 
By comparison, jobs were down 
by 12.5% in Queens and 14.1% 
citywide in early 2021.
•    Flushing area businesses 
received 22.4% of Restaurant 
Revitalization Fund (RRF) grants 
and 29.5% of RRF grant dollars 
approved for Queens.
•    As of June 2021, Flushing area 
businesses also received 12.4% 
of Queens’ Paycheck Protection 
Program (PPP) loans, 13% of 
Economic Injury Disaster Loans 
(EIDL) and 14.8% of EIDL ad-
vances. These were the highest 
shares of EIDL loans and ad-
vances across the boroughs.
•    As of Dec. 7, 92.8% of residents 
were fully vaccinated, outpacing 
Queens’ and NYC vaccination 
rates.
•    School attendance rates — 
90.5% when remote learning was 
adopted in Spring 2020 — have 
remained higher than citywide 
numbers in 2021.
     “Flushing is a bustling and 
vibrant community that has suc-
ceeded and thrived, and I’ve 
watched it f lourish firsthand,” 
said U.S. Rep. Grace Meng. “But 
nearly two years ago, much of 
this growth came to a halt when 
the area was hit hard by the CO-
VID-19 crisis. Signs of a strong 
recovery and job growth are 
encouraging, but we are not out 
of the woods yet. As we work to 
move past the pandemic, going 
backwards is not an option. We 
cannot go back to the way things 
were before. We must rebuild bet-
ter, stronger, more equitably, and 
with greater resiliency than ever 
before. These are key to helping 
Flushing get back on its feet.”
     “Flushing is one of Queens’ 
strongest, most resilient and 
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DiNapoli Releases Economic Report on 
Greater Flushing Area

American Lung Association Lauds New York State For  
Expanding Vaccine or Mask Requirement

     Recently,New York State Gov-
ernor Kathy Hochul announced 
that masks will be required to 
be worn in all indoor public 
places unless businesses or ven-
ues require proof of COVID-19 
vaccination.  This follows the 
recent expansion of New York 
City’s vaccine mandate for indoor 
public spaces for everyone age 5 
and over. 
     In response, Michael Seilback, 
National Assistant Vice Presi-
dent for State Public Policy for 
the American Lung Association 
President  issued the following 
statement:
     “We commend Governor 
Hochul and New York State for 
putting the health of New Yorkers 
first.  As the COVID-19 pandemic 
and emerging variants including 
Omicron and Delta continue to 
endanger New Yorkers and people 
around the world, vaccinations 

and indoor masking are critical 
tools we must use to protect our 
most vulnerable populations. 
The American Lung Association 
strongly supports efforts to get 
Americans vaccinated, as the sci-
ence proves that these measures 
save lives.
     “In addition to getting vac-
cinated and wearing masks, we 
continue to encourage everyone 
to follow the CDC recommenda-
tions to reduce the risk of getting 
COVID-19 by also maintaining 
social distancing, washing your 
hands often, and staying home if 
you feel unwell.
     “Together, we can slow the 
spread of COVID-19 and end 
this global pandemic through 
widespread vaccination, mask-
ing and other proven preventive 
measures.”
More information about CO-
VID-19 can be found at Lung.org/

covid19 or the Lung HelpLine at 
1-800-LUNGUSA. 
     About the American Lung 
Association - The American 
Lung Association is the leading 
organization working to save lives 
by improving lung health and 
preventing lung disease through 
education, advocacy and research. 
The work of the American Lung 
Association is focused on four 
strategic imperatives: to defeat 
lung cancer; to champion clean 
air for all; to improve the quality 
of life for those with lung disease 
and their families; and to create 
a tobacco-free future. For more 
information about the American 
Lung Association, a holder of the 
coveted 4-star rating from Char-
ity Navigator and a Gold-Level 
GuideStar Member, or to support 
the work it does, call 1-800-LUN-
GUSA (1-800-586-4872) or visit: 
Lung.org.

Mayer, Rozic Bill to Protect Credit Card Rewards Points 
Signed by Governor

     New York State Senator Shelley 
B. Mayer and Assemblywoman 
Nily Rozic announced legislation 
they sponsored (S133B/A5698) 
to protect consumers’ credit card 
rewards points by establishing 
a set grace period for their use 
was signed into law by Governor 
Kathy Hochul. 
     Consumers have listed re-
wards programs as among the 
most important factors when 
selecting a credit card, but too 
often companies cancel accounts 
without providing consumers 
the opportunity to redeem their 
rewards points. This law will pro-
hibit such surprise cancellation, 
which, depending on consumer 
preference, can amount to a loss 
of hundreds or even thousands of 

dollars, and ensures consumers 
have a grace period during which 
they can redeem accumulated 
rewards points. 
     Credit card companies will 
be required to inform credit card 
holders within 45 days if their 
account or rewards program is 
modified, cancelled, closed or ter-
minated. Unless the customer has 
engaged in fraud or misuse of the 
account, holders will then have 90 
days to redeem or exchange their 
rewards points. 
     Senator Shelley B. Mayer said: 
“When consumers save their 
credit card rewards points for long 
periods of time, a sudden and un-
expected cancellation constitutes 
a significant loss of money. I am 
pleased the notification and grace 

period required by this new law 
will increase transparency and 
provide important consumer pro-
tections to New Yorkers. Thank 
you to my colleagues for their 
support and Governor Kathy Ho-
chul for signing this legislation.”  
     Assemblywoman Nily Rozic 
said: “New York consumers 
deserve access to the credit card 
rewards points they earned and 
transparency about how they are 
governed. Thank you to Governor 
Hochul for signing this common 
sense legislation to protect con-
sumers.”
     This law will take effect on 
Dec. 10, 2022, and will apply to 
all credit card agreements en-
tered into, renewed, modified or 
amended after that date.

QBP Richards to Sponsor Scholarship Competition in  
Recognition of Black History Month

     Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards Jr. announced 
he is inviting talented Queens high 
school seniors interested in pursu-
ing a post-secondary education to 
apply for the African American 
Heritage Scholarships. The Bor-
ough President’s African American 
Heritage Committee will award the 
scholarships during Black History 
Month early next year.
     “Our borough’s high school 
seniors are bright, talented, and 
ready to take on the world,” said 
Borough President RICHARDS. 
“It is great that our African Ameri-
can Heritage Scholarships allow us 
to help several graduating seniors 

afford to attend college. There is 
no better way to celebrate African 
American history than by working 
to give the youth of today a better 
chance to get ahead.”
     All of the scholarship winners 
will receive monetary awards they 
can use to cover expenses related to 
their post-secondary studies. Eight 
students won scholarships during 
last year’s edition of this competi-
tion, with each student receiving a 
$1,000 scholarship.
Only Queens residents are eligible 
for the scholarships.
     Any high school senior seeking 
to apply for an African American 
Heritage Scholarship must submit 

a completed application and an 
official high school transcript by 
5 p.m. EST on Monday, Janu-
ary 10, 2022. Those who win the 
scholarships will be notified by 
Tuesday, February 1, 2022 and 
will be recognized during Borough 
President Richards’ Black History 
Month Celebration on Wednesday, 
February 23, 2022.
     Students interested in apply-
ing for a scholarship can do so by 
completing the application form at 
www.queensbp.org/AAHCSchol-
arshipApp and also sending their 
transcripts by email to sanderson@
queensbp.org or by fax to 718-286-
3134.

Assemblyman Colton Calls Upon The City Council to Pass 
Bill Int. 2374-2021 Classroom Capacity

     Assemblyman William Colton 
(D – Gravesend, Bensonhurst, 
Bath Beach, and Dyker Heights) 
said that the City Council has 
been rushing through many con-
troversial bills. How about passing 
a practical bill Int. 2374-2021, a 
classroom capacity?
     “The smaller class size will al-
low teachers to better focus on the 
individual needs and weaknesses 
of each child and in the days of 
COVID, this will help protect our 

children with more social distanc-
ing. There are billions of federal 
dollars from the federal COVID 
assistance that can be used to cre-
ate more classrooms to make this 
happen,” Colton stated.
     “This bill was sponsored by 41 
council members. This bill would 
require each classroom in a school 
of the city school district of the 
city of New York to provide 35 
square feet of net floor area per 
child. On 10/27/2021 the Commit-

tee on Education hearing was held 
and unfortunately, this bill was 
laid over the same day,” Colton 
continued. 
     “Ironically early this month 
City Council passed a bill allow-
ing nearly 800,000 non-citizens to 
vote in local elections and Mayor 
de Blasio chose not to veto this 
bill. The 39 out of 49 council mem-
bers have signed onto Int. 2374 

tightest-knit communities. The 
pandemic hit all of us hard, with 
Flushing being unjustly forced 
to deal with the corresponding 
scourge of anti-Asian hate, but it 
is no surprise that this neighbor-
hood has been on the forefront of 
Queens’ comeback,” said Queens 
Borough President Donovan 
Richards Jr. “We are deeply proud 
of the progress that has already 
been made coming out of the 
worst of the COVID-19 crisis, and 
my office will continue to do all 
it can to spur further growth and 
development befitting all Flush-
ing families.”
     “This report on the greater 
Flushing community offers many 
reasons for optimism. Prior to 
the pandemic we were an area 
of vibrant economic growth, and 
recent indicators show that our 
neighborhoods are bouncing back 
at an encouraging rate. That is a 
testament to the resiliency of our 
community. However, there is 
still much to be done. We must 
continue to lift those who live 
below the poverty line, alleviate 
rent strain, and support struggling 
small businesses impacted by the 
pandemic. I want to thank Comp-
troller DiNapoli for providing this 
critical information which will 
help local leadership focus our ef-
forts and resources,” said Senator 
Toby Ann Stavisky.
     “This report combines sound 
economic data with an emerging 
school of thought that many of us 
have known for years – Flushing 
is an economic powerhouse for 
New York City. The pandemic 
hit our community hard, but we 
have already shown strong signs 
of recovery in the rapid rate of job 
growth and stimulus relief, as well 
as high vaccination rates. We still 
have a long way to go, but this 
report offers important insights 
that can help us get back on our 
feet. Many thanks to Comptrol-
ler DiNapoli for this analytical 
deep-dive of our hometown,” said 
Senator John C. Liu.
     “Flushing is one of the most 
diverse communities in New York 
City and our residents contribute 
greatly not only to our local econ-
omy, but to the City’s economy 
overall,” said Council Member 
Peter Koo. “However, the past 
year and a half has placed a heavy 
burden on our community. We 
suffered not only from the direct 
health impacts of the COVID-19 
pandemic, but also from severe 
economic impacts highlighted 
in this report. I thank Comptrol-
ler DiNapoli for this report and 

know that our community will 
use it to guide us as we work to-
gether towards our community’s 
recovery.”
     “The Korean American Fam-
ily Service Center applauds State 
Comptroller DiNapoli for releas-
ing the Flushing report which 
discusses the trends and impact of 
COVID-19 on the greater Flush-
ing area. Queens is home to nearly 
half of New York City’s Asian-
American population. The release 
of this report is critical to KAFSC, 
as we can better approach and 
provide our programs and ser-
vices to our AAPI community 
members that were impacted as a 
result of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
As a result of the COVID-19 out-
break, our immigrant survivors 
of gender-based violence and 
families suffered a heightened rise 
in gender-based violence, anti-
Asian racism and discrimination. 
We look forward to this Flushing 
report so that we can provide 
the critical resources to address 
the impact of COVID-19 on the 
greater Flushing area as we are 
on the road to recovery and a heal-
ing process,” said Jeehae Fischer, 
Executive Director of the Korean 
American Family Service Center.
Additional Economic Report 
findings:
•    People from China are the 
largest immigrant group, followed 
by Korea, Hong Kong, Taiwan 
and India.
•    Asian American and Pacific 
Islanders account for over half 
(56.5%) of residents, Whites 
(24.3%), Hispanics or Latinos 
(15.6%), Blacks or African Ameri-
cans (1.7%).
•    Public school enrollment fell 
3% in greater Flushing (2020-21), 
compared to 5% citywide.
•    Early in the pandemic, several 
greater Flushing’s neighborhoods 
had higher rates of COVID-19 
cases, hospitalizations and deaths 
than Queens and NYC. Rates 
abated as vaccinations rose.
•    Broadband is available, but 
a greater percentage of area 
residents did not have broadband 
access (had no home subscription) 
in 2019 than Queens and NYC 
overall.
•    Major crime rates in the 109th 
Precinct, which covers greater 
Flushing, were relatively un-
changed from 2010 to 2019 after 
declining over 50% in the prior 
decade.
•    11.7% of households were 
enrolled in federal Supplemental 
Nutritional Assistance Program, 
slightly lower than in Queens and 
6.8 percentage points lower than 
NYC overall.

     Councilman Robert Holden 
held a street co-naming ceremony 
for former Councilman Thomas 
Ognibene at the corner of Fur-
manville Avenue and 83rd Street 
in Middle Village. Over 60 people 
gathered on the corner in Middle 
Village for the street co-naming 
“Thomas V Ognibene Way”. The 
ceremony was held to remember 
the life of Thomas Ognibene on 

what would have been his 78th 
birthday. 
     The former councilman Thom-
as Ognibene is also remembered 
for serving in the U.S. Army as an 
officer in the Armor Corp died in 
2015. Ognibene graduated on the 
dean’s list from C.W. Post College 
and received his law degree from 
Brooklyn Law School and opened 
his own practice in 1975. 

Holden Co-Names Street For Former 
Councilman Thomas Ognibene

(Continued from page 1)
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Attorney General James Issues Alert to Warn New York 
Consumers to be Cautious of Companies Marketing  

Over-the-Counter Hearing Aids
Consumers Who Believe They 
Have Been Misled or Scammed 
by Sellers of Over-the-Counter 
Hearing Aids Should File Com-
plaint With OAG

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today issued a con-
sumer alert warning New Yorkers 
about deceptive companies sell-
ing unregulated and potentially 
faulty over-the-counter (OTC) 
hearing aids. New York law re-
quires that hearing aids only be 
sold by licensed audiologists or 
hearing aid dispensers after such 
a provider has performed an exam 
and fitting. Last month, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) proposed a rule permitting 
the sale of a new category of OTC 
hearing aids that could be sold 
directly to consumers without an 
exam. While unregulated OTC 
hearing aids may work as intend-
ed, there is a risk that the devices 
could be defective or completely 
inadequate for the treatment of 
hearing loss. Advertisements 
for these new OTC hearing aids 
have already targeted New York 
consumers even though there are 
currently no OTC hearing aids 
that have received FDA approval. 
     “Hearing loss impacts individu-
als of all ages and backgrounds 
and I urge all New Yorkers to do 
their research before shopping 
for these devices,” said Attorney 
General James. “Companies that 
sell over-the-counter hearing 
devices are not held to the same 
standards as the licensed profes-
sionals who provide these critical 
devices, and they are not required 
to inform consumers of the risks 
associated with their products. 
While consumers may be tempted 
to purchase these unregulated 
and unlawful products because 
of their low prices, the ultimate 
price you pay may be further 
hearing loss.”
     Medical device companies are 
required to register and list their 
devices with the FDA, though 
this registration only indicates 
that the company has provided 
information to the FDA; it does 
not indicate FDA approval, clear-
ance, or authorization of the 
device. Unfortunately, this has 
not stopped some disreputable 
sellers of OTC hearing devices 
from falsely claiming that their 
products are “FDA-registered” or 
“FDA-cleared.” 

     If you are considering buying 
a hearing aid, the Office of the 
Attorney General recommends 
the following tips:
•    Beware of misleading claims. 
Over-the-counter hearing aids are 
only meant to treat mild to moder-
ate hearing loss and may not be 
able to treat severe hearing loss. 
Avoid purchasing OTC hearing 
aids that claim to treat severe hear-
ing loss or hearing loss in children. 
•    Do your research. Be skeptical 
of testimonials on a seller’s web-
site. Instead, check with the Better 
Business Bureau to see if they 
have a good rating and whether 
consumers have submitted com-
plaints against the company before 
you purchase a product. 
•    Consider having your hearing 
evaluated by a medical profes-
sional. While online hearing tests 
may be convenient, they may fail 
to detect serious hearing loss, 
or the underlying causes of your 
hearing loss. 
•    Know your rights: Under New 
York law (General Business Law 
§ 798(11)), if you are unhappy with 
your hearing aids you are allowed 
to return them within 45 days of 
receipt, including batteries, cords, 
and accessories and all fees related 
to the hearing aid, for a full refund 
less 10 percent. The seller must 
provide you with a written state-
ment with this information. If a 
seller offers a longer return period, 
they must honor it. 
     “HLAA is pleased to see 
the proposed rules on over-the-
counter hearing aids released by 
the FDA. This is one step closer 
to seeing OTC hearing devices 
on the market for adults with mild 
to moderate hearing loss,” said 
Barbara Kelley, executive direc-
tor, Hearing Loss Association of 
America (HLAA). “We are also 
pleased to see the Office of the 
Attorney General is educating 
consumers about OTC hearing 
aids. Until the FDA issues their 
final rules, we recommend con-
sumers seek the help of licensed 
hearing health professionals to 
address their hearing loss.”   
     “As the FDA finalizes its rules 
for the sale of OTC hearing aids, 
consumers should continue to 
watch out for misleading mar-
keting practices from compa-
nies jumping the gun to enter 
New York’s market,” said Chuck 
Bell, programs director, Con-
sumer Reports. “We agree that 

the terms ‘FDA-registered’ or 
‘FDA-cleared’ for OTC hearing 
aids are inappropriate, and imply 
a higher level of safety review than 
these products actually receive. 
Consumers who think they may 
need a hearing aid should seek a 
medical evaluation to determine 
whether the hearing loss they 
have is serious in nature and/or 
potentially reversible.” 
     “As an organization dedicated 
to protecting New York City’s 
aging and disabled population for 
almost 50 years, RiseBoro is com-
mitted to providing vital care,” 
said Scott Short, CEO, RiseBoro, 
Community Partnership. “We 
commend Attorney General Leti-
tia James and her office for doing 
their part to protect seniors from 
these bad actors.” 
     “Scams targeting the older 
population happen too frequent-
ly,” said Kathryn Haslanger, 
CEO, Jewish Association Serving 
the Aging (JASA). “As the go-to 
agency serving and advocating for 
older adults in New York City, we 
applaud Attorney General James 
for making it a priority to finally 
put an end to those preying on 
older New Yorkers, especially as 
so many live on a fixed income. 
We are proud to do our part in 
providing seniors with resources, 
services, and information to help 
them navigate situations such as 
this.” 
     “Thank you to Attorney Gen-
eral James for taking meaningful 
action to protect New Yorkers 
from faulty and potentially dam-
aging over-the-counter hearing 
aids,” said Wayne Ho, presi-
dent & CEO, Chinese-American 
Planning Council. “People who 
use hearing aids should not be 
subjected to false or misleading 
claims of effectiveness or damage 
to their hearing in their search for 
increased affordability and access 
to care. Our community members 
have rights under New York state 
law, and we urge anyone who is 
considering purchasing a hearing 
aid to do their research and to ex-
ercise their rights if they feel they 
have been misled or scammed.” 
     New Yorkers who believe they 
have been misled or scammed by 
sellers of over-the-counter hearing 
aids are encouraged to contact the 
Office of the Attorney General 
by submitting a complaint form  
online or by calling (800) 428-
9071.

QBP Richards to Governor Hochul: Replenish And Reopen 
The Excluded Workers Fund

     Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards Jr. sent a letter 
to Governor Kathy Hochul, urging 
her to immediately invest an ad-
ditional $3 billion in her executive 
budget to replenish and reopen the 
New York State Excluded Workers 
Fund, benefitting tens of thou-
sands of working-class immigrant 
families in Queens and across the 
state who were unable to receive 

the critical financial support en-
titled to them during the original 
application period.
     BP Richards writes, “There is 
no doubt that our excluded work-
ers still face severe economic 
hardship. Even after this week’s 
announcement that the $2 billion 
fund has been fully exhausted, it 
is clear that a pressing need for 
additional financial assistance 

still exists here in Queens. Along 
with allies like Make the Road 
New York and the Fund Excluded 
Workers Coalition, I am calling on 
your administration to immediate-
ly invest an additional $3 billion in 
your executive budget to replenish 
the Excluded Workers Fund, ben-
efitting tens of thousands more 
working-class immigrant families 
in Queens and statewide.”

(Continued from page 3)

which is an overwhelming majority 
and is preventing the mayor from 
blocking it, but for an unknown 
reason, Mayor de Blasio is prevent-
ing bill 2374, classroom capacity, 
from getting to vote which would 
help the education of all children 
by lowering class size. It does raise 
a valid question. Does the mayor 

even care about the well-being of 
our children? The NYC class sizes 
are 10-30% larger than in the rest 
of the state. Our children deserve 
a better environment and a better 
chance to learn. Therefore, I am 
urging the City Council Speaker 
to schedule a vote on this bill im-
mediately. Our children are our 
future and they deserve the best,” 
Colton added.

Assemblyman Colton Calls Upon The 
City Council to Pass Bill Int. 2374-2021 

Classroom Capacity
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Play these Puzzles online.  
Visit www.queenstimes.com

Did You 
Know?HOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 12/16/21 - 12/22/21

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Don’t make large purchases or 
investments. Spend some qual-
ity time with your family. Offers 
of joint ventures are likely. Your 
lucky numbers are 3,9,1.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Try to curb your eating habits. 
Go with the f low and don’t be 
concerned about your own job. 
You must strive to get important 
projects completed. Your lucky 
numbers are 2,7,1.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
You will expand your circle of 
friends if you join groups. You 
may have problems with children. 
You’re undergoing changes. Your 
lucky numbers are 4,9,1.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Someone you least expect could 
be trying to make you look bad. 
Don’t let others know about your 
private affairs. Your lucky num-
bers are 8,4,1.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Stop those bad habits. Take a trip 
or just spend some quality time 
with your mate. Investments are 
a positive for you. Your lucky 
numbers are 8,5,3.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Pleasure trips will be relaxing for 
you. Plan to do things with your 
faithful pet or with youngsters 
who have interesting hobbies. 
Your lucky numbers are 9,1,8

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Do not be concerned with cowork-
ers who insist on spreading ru-
mors. Refuse to listen. Friends and 
relatives can give you good advice. 
Your lucky numbers are 1,8,2.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Try setting up a reasonable budget 
and follow it. Look into ways of 
making extra money. Travel will 
alleviate stress. Your lucky num-
bers are 5,2,1.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
You will be popular with           ac-
quaintances. Any intimate       rela-
tionships with colleagues will lead 
to gossip that could easily affect 
your position. Your lucky  numbers 
are 6,3,1.

CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Travel opportunities are in the    
future for you and must be taken 
advantage of. Someone may be   
trying to pull the wool over your 
eyes. Your lucky numbers are 2,7,1.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Short trips will prove to be more 
gainful than you imagined. 
Opportunities for romance are 
present. Your lucky numbers 
are 7,3,2.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You are best to put in extra time at 
work. Your need to get away will 
be very restful. Problems with 
colleagues are likely. Your lucky 
numbers are 5,9,2. 

TRY AND FIND

American 
apple 
barefoot 
campfire 
Chapman 
cheerful 
dedicated 
farmer 
forest 

friendly 
frontier 
fruit 
generous 
grow 
hero 
Indiana 
John 
journey 

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Presses down
6. Present
10. Walk in water
14. Labor group
15. Nanny
16. Beers
17. Shorthand
18. Prod
19. Bites
20. A language of India
22. Information
23. Sailors
24. Sarcous
26. Cry
30. A parcel of land
31. Black gunk
32. Carve in stone
33. Smudge
35. A bodily fluid
39. Grouper
41. Mollify
43. Cubic meter
44. Trickle
46. Flower stalk
47. Cup
49. L
50. You (archaic)
51. A ceremonial procession
54. Blockhead
56. Sweeping story
57. Aggravation
63. Hindu princess
64. Observed
65. Mooch
66. Bothers
67. A person who is in charge
68. Gown fabric
69. Not first
70. Contributes
71. HorseDOWN

DOWN
1. Backside
2. Against
3. Bearing
4. A small lake
5. Muzzle
6. A univalve mollusk
7. A painting technique
8. Roman deity
9. Penny-pinching
10. An irresistible impulse to travel
11. Pseudonym
12. Profoundness
13. An analytic literary composition
21. Chip dip
25. Laboratories
26. Nets
27. French for “State”
28. Behold, in old Rome
29. Druggist
34. Winds blowing from the stern
36. Pledge
37. Curved molding
38. A territorial unit of Greece
40. A feudal vassal
42. Divided
45. A remolded tire
48. Japanese hostess
51. Risk
52. 3-banded armadillo
53. Skating areas
55. Sensitivities
58. Tall woody perennial grass
59. Tight
60. Doing nothing
61. Leer at
62. Require

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

knapsack 
legend 
Massachusetts 
Ohio 
orchard 
outdoors 
Pennsylvania 
pioneer 
planted 

religious 
seedling 
settlers 
soil 
trails 
tree 
walk 
westward 
wilderness 

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

JOHNNY APPLESEED

●    Your liver has over 500 func-
tions
●    Your brain uses 25% of all the 
oxygen your breathe
●    After Hawaii, New York is the 
state surrounded by the most water
●    Ice skating rinks always go 
counter clock wise (for the major-
ity of people that are right handed 
needing to hang onto the rail)
●    A flea can jump 350 times its 
body length
●    Cucumbers are 96% water.
●    A full moon is 9 times brighter 
than a half moon
●    A honeybee’s top speed is 
24kph (15mph)
●    A humming bird f laps its 
wings up to 90 times a second 
(5,400 times a minute)
●    Flys always launch backwards 
for a quick getaway
●    Horses have 18 more bones 
than humans
●    A cheetahs top speed is 114kph 
(70mph)
●    Horses sleep standing up
●    A jellyfish is 95% water
●    Bats are the only mammals 
that fly
●    A cat uses its whiskers to de-
termine if a space is too small to 
squeeze through
●    Every day 7% of the US eats 
at McDonalds
●    A snail can sleep for 3 years
●    Tigers have striped skin as 
well as fur
●    Dogs sweat through the pads 
on their feet
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(Continued on page 9)

Senator John Liu Statement on  
NYC Chancellor Appointment

must include correcting many 
of the missteps and misguided 
11th hour policy changes of the  
outgoing administration - from 
the blatant disregard for special 
needs students to dogged refusal 
to consider remote learning option 
in an ongoing pandemic to sudden 
elimination of longstanding G&T 
programs. New Yorkers eagerly 
await plans for our kids that are in-
clusive of all voices and communi-
ties, particularly those within the 
Asian-American community who 
have been shut out of the conversa-
tion by the exiting administration. 
“Of particular importance is the 
expiration of mayoral control in 
June 2022, a topic that will come 
before the state legislature for 
reauthorization in short time. I 
look forward to discussions with 
our new Chancellor on ways to 
move the NYC educational system 
forward in a way that gets us back 
on track and addresses the many 
unmet needs of New York City 
schoolkids.”

     New York State Senator John 
Liu, Chairperson of the Sen-
ate’s NYC Education Committee, 
stated the following regarding the 
appointment of David Banks to 
Chancellor of the NYC DOE by 
Mayor-elect Eric Adams. “Con-
gratulations and best wishes to 
David Banks on being named 
Chancellor of New York City’s 
public school system.” The incom-
ing Adams administration has a 
long and bumpy road ahead that 

Assemblyman Braunstein Announces Winners of Northeast 
Queens Halloween Essay & Poetry Contest

     Assemblyman Edward C. 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) is happy to 
announce the winners of his annual 
Halloween Essay & Poetry Con-
test. The grand prize winners are:
•    2nd grade: Koey Ma, St. Mel’s 
Catholic Academy, Flushing
•    3rd grade: Renee Suh, P.S. 31Q, 
Bayside
•    4th grade: Jason Piao, P.S. 221Q, 
Little Neck
•    5th grade: Isabella Reyes, Our 
Lady of the Snows Catholic Acad-
emy, Glen Oaks
     “Congratulations to Koey, 
Renee, Jason and Isabella, this 
year’s winners who each submitted 
creative and well-written entries 
to my office’s Halloween Essay & 
Poetry Contest,” said Assembly-
man Braunstein. “Thank you to the 
nearly 200 local students who got 
into the holiday spirit and submit-
ted stories and poems of their own 
to this year’s contest.”
     All winners received an Amazon 
gift card and all participants re-
ceived a New York State Assembly 
Certificate of Merit.

Pictured: (Clockwise, from top left) Winners Koey Ma, Renee 
Suh, Jason Piao and Isabella Reyes.

Meng Pleads With State Department to Bring Queens  
Constituent Home With His Family After They Left Afghanistan

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens), Vice Chair of the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee on 
State and Foreign Operations, an-
nounced today that she is pleading 
with the U.S. State Department to 
bring a Queens constituent back 
home with his family after they 
all left Afghanistan.   

     Bilal Ahmad is a U.S. citizen 
who resides in Fresh Meadows. 
Over the summer, his wife and 
5-year-old son were in Kabul, 
Afghanistan with loved ones 
when it fell to the Taliban. Ahmed 
traveled there to bring the two 
to Queens but was unable to get 
them out during the U.S. with-
drawal. The family made it to 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
and the three of them have been 
living in Abu Dhabi, Emirates 
Humanitarian City as Ahmad’s 
wife and child continue to wait 
for temporary visas. 
     Meng has intervened with 
the State Department urging the 
agency to accelerate the issuing 
of the visas, and she is calling for 
Ahmad to not lose his job after his 
employer told him that he had to 
be back at work by a certain date 

this month. He is also in jeopardy 
of losing his apartment and a part-
time job as a driver if he is not 
back in New York soon.
     “My heart aches for this family 
and my staff and I are pushing the 
State Department to get them to 
Queens,” said Meng. “Bilal went 
to Afghanistan to ensure the well-
being of his family and to bring 
them to safety here. Months later, 
they should still not be stuck over-
seas, and his livelihood should 
not be at risk because he sought 
to keep his wife and child out of 
harm’s way. We will continue to 
stay on top of the State Depart-
ment to help get him home with 
them.” 
     The Subcommittee on State and 
Foreign Operations has oversight 
of the State Department’s budget 
and activities. 

Flushing Town Hall’s Popular “Mini-Global Mashups” 
Series to Continue in 2022

Pictured L to R: Alessandra Belloni, Alioune Faye, Sita Chay, Ara Dinkjian, Falu, Sami Abu Shumays

     One of the most popular series 
among Flushing Town Hall’s de-
voted global music fans, Common 
Ground: Mini-Global Mashups, 
will continue in 2022 with a brand 
new program of solo musicians 
of different practices and cultural 
identities performing together in 
unique pairings.
     Acclaimed trumpeter and 
composer Frank London of The 

Klezmatics, who has himself per-
formed in Flushing Town Hall’s 
original, large-scale Global Mash-
ups series, also returns in his role 
as the curator for the 2022 season 
of mini mashups.
     “These concerts will be a real 
joy to hear, watch, and experience, 
and they were so exciting for me 
to program,” says curator London. 
“Some of the concerts pair artists 

whose musical styles are closely 
related, or ‘first cousins,’ so to 
speak. Others match artists whose 
traditions are totally unrelated. 
This is intentional. Through deep 
listening, curiosity, and creativity, 
our mashup artists will make a 
new music together.”
     “We look forward to continuing 

Scam Prevention in Older Adults

     QDA Melinda Katz is com-
mitted to ensuring that our senior 
citizens enjoy their golden years 
safely, free from scams and other 
crimes. 
     Members of the Community 
Engagement team visited the DESI 

Senior Center in Jamaica to speak 
about fraud prevention and victim 
advocate services. This information 
was provided in Bengali to make 
sure that our seniors can utilize the 
resources of my Office despite any 
potential language barriers.
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Council Member James F. Gennaro 
Statement on Intro. 2317, The  

‘Gas Ban Bill’

     “As Chair of the New York City 
Council’s Committee on Environ-
mental Protection, I am proud to 
support Intro. 2317, which was 
passed out of my committee af-
ter I personally negotiated every 
word in this bill. When passed, 
this bill will yield a cumulative 
savings of 2.1 million tons of 
CO2 by 2040 – the equivalent of 
the carbon that is produced from 
450,000 cars in a whole year. 
     This legislation is the latest 
in a host of climate and clean 

air bills to come from the City 
Council – a movement that began 
with the Council’s NYC Climate 
Protection Act of 2008 – a bill I 
authored that is reducing CO2 in 
NYC by 30 percent. 
     New York City buildings emit 
more than 70 percent of the city’s 
carbon each year. By requir-
ing almost all new construction 
(after the phase in period) to be 
all-electric, we are committing 
to a greener, healthier future, 
eliminating harmful pollutants 
from our atmosphere and improv-
ing New York City’s air quality. 
I look forward to joining my 
colleagues in the New York City 
Council in voting yes on Intro. 
2317 next week, and thereby 
saying yes to cleaner air, push-
ing back against climate change, 
and advancing our new green 
economy.”

Assemblywoman Stacey Pheffer Amato 
Announces Assembly Campaign Launch

     Assemblywoman Stacey  
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens) 
announced the launch of her cam-
paign to seek re-election to the 
New York State Assembly, rep-
resenting the 23rd District. The 
Assemblywoman held an event 
marking the launch of her cam-
paign on Tuesday, December 7th. 
     “Representing the 23rd District 
has been the honor of my lifetime, 
and I always make sure the voice 
of the district is in every room or 
Zoom I go into,” Pheffer Amato 
said. “From continuing out from 

underneath the economic burden 
of the pandemic, to advancing 
the crucial work we’ve started on 
protecting Jamaica Bay, increas-
ing access to services for our vet-
erans and 9/11 First Responders, 
expanding transportation options, 
helping all our schools flourish, 
and keeping our communities safe 
and clean, we have so much more 
to accomplish together and I’m 
ready to continue fighting for us 
and our community.” 
     Assemblywoman Stacey Phef-
fer Amato will be running for her 
fourth term, after successfully 
seeking election in 2016, 2018, and 
2020. She succeeded former As-
semblyman Phil Goldfeder, who 
held the seat after Stacey’s mother 
and Queens County Clerk, Audrey 
Pheffer. Stacey’s election to the 
Assembly marked the first time 
a mother and daughter held the 
same Assembly seat in the history 
of the state legislature. The 23rd 
Assembly District encompasses 
South Ozone Park, Lindenwood, 
Howard Beach, Hamilton Beach, 
Broad Channel, Breezy Point, 
Neponsit, Belle Harbor, Rocka-
way Park, and parts of Rockaway 
Beach, Arverne, Edgemere, and 
Far Rockaway

Senator James Sanders Jr. Recieves NBCSL  
Legislator of The Year Award

     Senator James Sanders Jr. is 
proud to be the recipient of the 
National Black Caucus of State 
Legislators Thomas S. Boyland 
Regional Legislator of the Year 
Award Region II (Georgia 2021).
     “NBCSL is honored to pres-
ent the Regional Legislator of the 
Year Award to Senator Sanders. 
His leadership and hard work 
on behalf of his constituents 
prove that he is deserving of 
this distinguished honor, said 
Rep. Billy Mitchell, President of 
NBCSL. “We look forward to 
Senator Sanders continued work 
in the New York legislature and 
beyond.”
     This award is given annu-
ally to recognize the outstanding 
legislative achievements and 
contributions made by a current 
member of NBCSL. Renamed the 
Thomas S. Boyland Legislator of 
the Year Award in 1983 in memory 
of late New York Assemblyman, 
the award is given to a legislator 
who has exhibited extraordinary 
leadership and dedication to the 
advancement of NBCSL’s legisla-
tive agenda.
     This award was presented 
to Senator Sanders during the 
NBCSL’s 45th Annual Legislative 
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia on 
December 2, 2021.
     “I feel humble and grateful 
to have received this pretigious 

award from such an important 
organization as the NBCSL,” 
Sanders said. “I will continue to 

exhibit the leadership and dedica-
tion to improve the future of our 
great state.”

Council Member Peter Koo Statement on 
Council Vote to Protect Our City’s Trees

     City Council Member Peter 
Koo stated the following regard-
ing City Council vote on Intro 
2366-A
     Intro 2366-A. takes a huge step 

towards protecting our city’s most 
important natural resources: our 
trees. Too often our constituents 
reach out to 311 to report dam-
aged, unhealthy and dangerous 
trees, only to watch them fall 
during the next severe storm due 
to the city’s inaction. By requir-
ing more regular risk and health 
assessments, we are ensuring 
that our urban canopy will last for 
generations to come. Additional 
reporting and posting require-
ments will also finally shed light 
on how the city responds to 311 
referrals for tree inspections 
and subsequent actions taken. 
Ultimately, this bill increases 
governmental transparency, keeps 
our residents safer, and protects 
our urban canopy.”

QDA Melinda Katz Joins Veterans Legislative Breakfast

     Recently, Queens District 
Attorney Melinda Katz  joined 
fellow elected officials and com-
munity leaders for the annual 
gathering of representatives from 
Veterans of Foreign War Posts 
across the Borough of Queens. 
     Katz said “Our veterans deserve 
our unyielding support for the 
scarifies they have made on be-
half of this nation. I will continue 
to make sure that the men and 
women who have served our coun-
try have a seat at the table when 
it comes to developing policies to 
address the needs of our veterans.”

Senator Liu And Assembly Member Braunstein Statement on 
The Continuation of Geographic Priority For High Schools

     State Senator John C. Liu, 
Chairperson of the Senate Com-
mittee on NYC Education, and 
Assembly Member Ed Braunstein 
stated the following regarding 
the Department of Education an-
nouncement that the city will con-
tinue to uphold geographic prior-
ity for high schools next year. The 
state legislators have been echoing 
concerns of parents in Queens and 
calling for the administration to 
keep geographic priority for high 
school admissions. 
     “The decision to uphold geo-
graphic priority is a victory for all 
students who wish to attend high 
school in their own communities, 
and not be forced to travel for 
hours across the city on over-
crowded subways and buses. We 
remain convinced that geographic 
priority should remain indefinitely 
until such a time that there exists 
adequate school capacity and 

transportation infrastructure, es-
pecially in the outer boroughs. It 
is fitting that the DOE has finally 
awoken to the very reasonable 
concerns of parents and students, 

and at least for now, parents and 
students can rest a little easier 
knowing that this latest attempt at 
a last-minute change in enrollment 
policy has been thwarted.” 
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

(Dec. 17 to Dec. 23)

MoMAPS1

BirdClubPipingPloverPeterPaton 

     Don’t expect Santa Claus to 
finish his route this year. With the 
holiday specials, great food, new 
films, markets, organized role-
playing games, and Lionesses, 
he’ll never get out of Queens.
●    Dec. 16, New York Panettone 
Festival Part II, Dec. 19. This first-
ever event features fantastic Italian 
panettone chefs, chocolate, and 
Lavazza coffee with a Midtown 
Manhattan skyline in the back-
ground. The Piazza, 52-41 Center 
Blvd., Hunters Point South.
●    Dec. 17, Spanish-Language 
Films, 4 pm. A screening of Caer, 
a documentary and collaboration 
between director Nicola Mai and 
Colectivo, a local organization that 
defends the rights of trans Latina 
migrant women. Queens Museum, 
NYC Building, Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park.
●    Dec. 17, RPG Game Night, 
5 pm. Experimental role-playing 
and storytelling games by inde-
pendent game designers and stu-
dents in collaboration with MoMI 
Game Artist in Residence Sharang 
Biswas. Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District.
●    Dec. 17, Gustavo Casenave 
Trio, 8 pm. Two-time Grammy 
winner Gustavo Casenave per-
forms Jazz infused with Classical, 
Tango and other Latin American 
elements with his trio featuring 
bassist Eddie Gomez and Argen-
tine drums guru Franco Pinna. 
Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 North-
ern Blvd.
●    Dec. 17, A Holiday Cabaret, 
7:30 pm. Soprano Christina Pecce 
and Pianist Matthew Stephens 
celebrate the joys of the season, 
thanks to a partnership between 
Musica Reginae and Queens Op-
era Theatre. The Church-in-the-
Gardens, 50 Ascan Ave., Forest 
Hills.
●    Dec. 18, This ’70s Nutcracker, 
3 pm. Long Island City Ballet 
gives a psychedelic twist to a 
classic tale. Set in the 1970s, a 
young man discovers ballet for 
the first time after a strange rela-
tive transports him to the Land of 
Television. Queens Theatre, 14 
United Nations Ave. S., Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park.
●    Dec. 18, Poetry in Chinese 
Music, 2 pm. Music from China 
performs string music inspired by 
the great poets of the Tang, Ming, 
Song dynasties with some pop 
culture mixed in. Flushing Town 
Hall, 137-35 Northern Blvd.
●    Dec. 18, The Glorious Sounds 
of Christmas, 7 pm. Queens Sym-
phony Orchestra celebrates the 
season with a selection of classics, 
including Handel’s “Messiah” and 
“A Carol of Bells.” The Little The-
atre, St. John’s University, 80-00 
Utopia Pkwy., Jamaica.
●    Dec. 18, The Making of How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas, 1 
pm. In this one-hour presenta-
tion, Craig Kausen, a grandson 
of legendary animation director 
Chuck Jones and President of the 
Chuck Jones Center for Creativity, 
explores the collaboration between 

Jones and author Theodor Geisel 
(aka Dr. Seuss) in creating “How 
the Grinch Stole Christmas.” The 
TV special became an instant holi-
day classic after debuting on CBS 
in December 1966. Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District.
●    Dec. 18, Crafting with Com-
post, 11 am. Join the QBG Com-
post Team to create festive holiday 
décor with sustainable materials. 
Create dried orange ornaments 
and recycled paper snowflakes 
to add cheer to a home without 
adding waste to a landfill. Queens 
Botanical Garden, 43-50 Main St., 
Flushing.
●    Dec. 18, Holiday Tinker Festi-
val & Tree Lighting, 3 pm. Make 
pop-up architecture holiday cards 
with AIA Queens and the Queens 
Foundation for Architecture, enjoy 
hot cocoa, and watch the tree light-
ing in the garden. Lewis Latimer 
House Museum, 34-41 137th St., 
Flushing.
●    Dec. 18, Holiday Pop-Up 
Market, noon. ArtistMarketNYC 
and the Underground Black and 
Brown Film Festival present a 
market with local artisans and 
crafters. King Manor Museum, 
150-03 Jamaica Ave.
●    Dec. 19, The Gift of the Magi, 
1 pm. Kevin R. Free, an accom-
plished voice actor who has won 
the Audie Award and Earphones 
Awards several times in his 21 
years as an audiobook narrator, 
performs this classic tale en plein 
air in a three-acre pasture. Queens 
County Farm Museum, 73-50 
Little Neck Pkwy., Glen Oaks.
●    Dec. 19, Curators’ Choice 2021, 
Jan. 16. MoMI Curator of Film 
Eric Hynes and Assistant Curator 
Edo Choi screen 30 selections. 
The list includes idiosyncratic 
musicals, revisionist westerns, 
feminist noirs, melodramas about 
deluded men, and Barry Jenkins’s 
10-part series “The Underground 
Railroad.” Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35 Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District.
●    Dec. 19, The Lioness Collec-
tive, 2:30 pm. The third concert 
in the Lioness™: Women in Jazz 
Concert Series features the Lion-
ess Collective sextet perform-
ing jazz compositions written 
by band members and other fe-

males. Flushing Town Hall, 137-35 
Northern Blvd.
●    Dec. 19, Center of Attention: 
Play Terrace, 3:30 pm. Join educa-
tor Mariko Aoyagi in the second 
floor exhibition Noguchi: Useless 
Architecture for a conversation 
around the play terrace based on 
Isamu Noguchi’s “Riverside Play-
ground” model, c. 1961 (fabricated 
in 2021 by Daniel Da Silva). The 
Noguchi Museum, 9-01 33rd Rd., 
Long Island City.
●    Dec 19, Glorious Sounds of the 
Season, 3 pm. Queens Symphony 
Orchestra offers a free matinee 
concert of holiday and seasonal 
favorites. LeFrak Concert Hall, 
153-49 Reeves Ave., Flushing.
●    Dec. 19, Holiday Mark and 
Wreath Workshop, 11 am. Hell-
gate Farm presents a market with 
vendors of fresh local products, 
small batch goods, and handmade 
products. Plus, Hellgate farmer 
Anna Poaster offers a free wreath-
making workshop using natural 
materials from the farm and park. 
Socrates Sculpture Park, 32-01 
Vernon Blvd., Long Island City.
●    Dec. 20, Concert of Holiday 
Favorites, 7 pm. Watch the Queens 
Symphony Orchestra for free. 
Variety Boys & Girls Club of 
Queens, 21-12 30th Rd., Astoria.
●    Dec. 21, Queens Solstice Music 
and Dance Soiree, 6:30 pm. Make 
Music New York and Queensboro 
Dance Festival present Fogo Azul 
(an all-female Brazilian drumline), 
the Tibetan School of NY + NJ, 
Manhatitlan Mexican Folkloric 
Dance Group, and Fanike! Afri-
can Dance Troupe. A community 
drum circle ends the program. 
Travers Park, 34th Avenue and 
77th Street, Jackson Heights.
●    Dec. 21, Sunrise Winter 
Solstice Walk, 6:45 am. Join 
Herbalists Without Borders NYC 
Queens Chapter Coordinator Joc-
elyn Perez for an early morning 
walk to welcome winter, watch 
the sunrise, and take in beautiful 
morning views along trails. Alley 
Pond Environmental Center, 224-
65 76th Ave., Oakland Gardens.
●    Dec. 22, Listen, Write, and 
Read to the Poet in You, 7 pm. 
Queens Poet Laureate Maria 
Lisella, a recent Academy of 
American Poets Fellow, leads this 
virtual workshop.

Fogo Azul Photo by Ande Wyland 
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MTA Reopens Completely Refurbished Elevators at  
Jamaica Center–Parsons/Archer EJZ Station

     The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA) has an-
nounced the reopening of two 
elevators at the Jamaica Cen-
ter–Parsons/Archer E,J, and the 
Z     station. The elevators were 
closed in June 2021 as part of a 
larger project to replace 11 hy-
draulic elevators at seven stations 
throughout Manhattan, Brooklyn 
and Queens.  
     In addition to installing mod-
ernized elevator equipment to 
increase reliability and provide 
a smoother ride, crews installed 
new CCTV cameras inside the 
elevator cabs, upgraded the fire 
alarm system and made structural 
repairs in elevator cabs and ma-
chine rooms.  
     Work to install a new elevator 
at the Sutphin Blvd-Archer Av/
JFK Airport station will begin on 
December 14 and is expected to 
be completed in June 2022. The 
station will remain open, but there 
will be no elevator access to the     
platform. For a travel alternative, 
customers are encouraged use the 
Jamaica Center-Parsons/Archer     
station with newly reopened 
elevators. The Q24 bus provides 
accessible service between the 
two stations. 
     “These new elevators are 
another example of the MTA 
delivering projects faster and 
cheaper than ever before, while 
also minimizing impact to our 
riders,” said MTA Acting Chair 
and CEO Janno Lieber. “The 
MTA is committed to building 
a modernized system that is the 
quickest and most reliable way to 
navigate the city.”  

     “Keeping elevators reliable 
is a key component of station 
accessibility,” said MTA Chief 
Accessibility Officer Quemuel 
Arroyo. “These newly refurbished 
elevators will improve the experi-
ence at this station for customers 
with mobility disabilities, and the 
many others who pass through 
this intermodal hub with luggage, 
strollers, bicycles and more.” 
     “Station accessibility is a major 
priority of our capital program, 
with 70 stations to be made ac-
cessible in our current 5-year 
plan, and we are deploying every 
innovative tool we have to deliver 
these critical projects quicker, 
cheaper and to maintain them 
for the long haul,” said MTA 
Construction & Development 
President Jamie Torres-Springer. 
“This new completion is a testa-
ment to that approach.” 
     “Accessibility is of critical 
importance to the ridership across 
the city and particularly in Down-
town Jamaica where development 
is happening at a rapid pace,” said 
State Senator Leroy Comrie. “Our 
seniors, the mobility impaired and 
everyday commuters will benefit 
from the newly restored eleva-
tors especially with the holidays 
fast approaching. I commend the 
MTA for taking the opportunity 
to use economies of scale to up-
grade and modernize the Jamaica 
Center station infrastructure in a 
cost efficient manner by bundling 
multiple projects.” 
     “It is only proper that one of 
the nation’s largest transportation 
hubs is appropriately fitted for 
accessibility, ensuring that all 

community members including 
seniors and persons with disabili-
ties are able to access the Jamaica 
Center station,” said Council 
Member I. Daneek Miller. “This 
is another key upgrade to address 
transit issues in Southeast Queens 
and support the renaissance of 
Downtown Jamaica. I applaud 
the MTA for their dedication to 
this project and appreciate their 
continued partnership on behalf 
of our community.” 
     “Although many challenges are 
still to be faced as we continue to 
battle the COVID-19 pandemic a 
key piece of those needs continues 
to be infrastructure,” said As-
sembly Member Alicia Hyndman. 
“Working elevators are key to 
not only serve riders, but to help 
increase the effectiveness and 
reliable needs of access for both 
able and non able-bodied riders. 
The restored elevators are just an-
other great example of all the hard 
work the MTA is providing for the 
city of New York and specifically 
riders in Jamaica, Queens.” 
     MTA maps on digital screens 
throughout the system are up-
dated to reflect long-term eleva-
tor outages and make it easier for 
customers to adjust their trip if 
needed. Additionally, print and 
digital signs will be posted in 
stations, along with announce-
ments in stations and on trains. 
Customer service notifications 
are also available on the MTA 
website, the MYmta app and the 
Authority’s many social media 
channels. Customers can also 
sign up for text and email alerts at 
www.myMTAalerts.com.

Stop & Shop & Business Technology Early College High 
School Open In-School Food Pantry to Meet Needs of 
Food Insecure Queens Students and Their Families

Over 530 Students to Receive 
Food Assistance From the New 
In-School Food Pantry

     The Business Technology Early 
College High School and Stop & 
Shop today held a ribbon cutting 
of the school’s new food pantry. 
The pantry, which will serve over 
530 students from 9th-14th grade, 
is being supported by a $5,000 
gift card donation from Stop & 
Shop that will enable the school to 
purchase the specific food items 
and other essential products that 
the students and their families 
need.
     The Stop & Shop School Food 
Pantry Program was established 
to help limit barriers impacting 
students’ ability to succeed in the 
classroom by making sure that 
they have consistent access to 
food. Stop & Shop supports local 
schools’ existing food pantries or 
helps them establish a new one by 
providing gift card donations to 
help stock their shelves.
     “Business Technology Early 
College High School or as we like 
to call us, BTECH, is a school 
that cultivates love and support 
for the student community that 
we serve,” shared Ms.  Brittney 
Russell, Parent & Family Engage-
ment Coordinator at the high 
school. “Every day we are fortu-
nate to welcome our students who 
travel across the entire borough 
of Queens to a home away from 

home with not only an education 
but also a second family, ensuring 
that they are taken care of with ba-
sic essential needs that may not be 
accessible to them. At BTECH we 
have families who are low income 
and also living in shelters. This 
pantry will help us provide food 
and additional personal care items 
for our families. Stop & Shop has 
brought our community a holiday 
miracle and we are so appreciative 
of our partnership with them. “
     “Stop & Shop is dedicated to 
fighting hunger in our communi-
ties,” said Stop & Shop Commu-
nity Relations Manager, Stefanie 
Shuman. “This in-school pantry 
will ensure students at BTECH 
will have access to the food and 
supplies they need. Students can-
not learn when they are hungry, 
and we are proud to support the 
school in ensuring students are 
fueled for success.”
     BTECH is an innovative, 
public high school that provides 
an opportunity for students to 
earn a high school diploma, an 
Associate’s Degree in Applied 
Science in Computer Information 
Systems or Internet Information 
Technology, and gain relevant 
work experience in the business 
technology field. The school was 
developed through a strong part-
nership between SAP, the New 
York City Department of Educa-
tion, Queensborough Community 
College, and the Early College 

Initiative at the City University 
of New York.
     BTECH is Stop & Shop’s fourth 
school food pantry in Queens. 
The others are located in Corona, 
Ozone Park and Far Rockaway. 
For more information about Stop 
& Shop’s School Food Pantry pro-
gram, visit https://stopandshop.
com/pages/school-food-pantry-
program.
     About Stop & Shop - A neigh-
borhood grocer for more than 100 
years, Stop & Shop offers a wide 
assortment with a focus on fresh, 
healthy options at a great value. 
Stop & Shop’s GO Rewards loyal-
ty program delivers personalized 
offers and allows customers to 
earn points that can be redeemed 
for gas or groceries every time 
they shop. Stop & Shop customers 
can choose how and where they 
want to shop - whether it’s in-store 
or online for delivery or same day 
pickup. The company is commit-
ted to making an impact in its 
communities by fighting hunger, 
supporting our troops, and invest-
ing in pediatric cancer research to 
help find a cure. The Stop & Shop 
Supermarket Company LLC is an 
Ahold Delhaize USA Company 
and employs 58,000 associates 
and operates more than 400 stores 
throughout Massachusetts, Con-
necticut, Rhode Island, New York 
and New Jersey. To learn more 
about Stop & Shop, visit www.
stopandshop.com. 

our celebration of global music in 
2022, and we are thrilled to con-
tinue welcoming artists and au-
diences back to our Hall for this 
popular series,” says Flushing 
Town Hall Executive & Artistic 
Director Ellen Kodadek. “It will 
be fascinating to experience these 
phenomenal artists create, or 
discover, common ground in their 
wide-ranging musical styles.” 
     Flushing Town Hall will 
continue adhering to the city’s 
vaccine mandate for performance 
venues, while also live streaming 
for audiences who still need, or 
prefer, to stay home.
     The 2022 Common Ground: 
Mini-Global Mashups series 
kicks off in January with South-
ern Italy Meets Senegal on Sun-
day, January 9 at 1:00 PM ET, 
featuring Alessandra Belloni and 
Alioune Faye. This concert is also 
accompanied by series curator, 
Frank London on trumpet.
     Alessandra Belloni is a 
singer, percussionist, dancer, 
and actress. She specializes in 
traditional Southern Italian folk 
dances and percussion combined 
with vocals. Belloni was born in 
Rome, Italy and is committed to 
preserving the strong and rich 
traditions of her culture. 
     Belloni is the founder, artistic 
director, and lead performer of 
“I GIULLARI DI PIAZZA,” an 
Italian ensemble in residence at 
New York City’s Cathedral of St. 
John the Divine and designer of a 
line of tambourines belonging to 
a signature series made by Remo. 
She has performed at Lincoln 
Center, Carnegie Hall, Symphony 
Space, Joe’s Pub, and Madison 
Square Garden, as well as at 

drumming and world music fes-
tivals across the globe. Belloni’s 
voice has been described by The 
New York Times as “exultant.” 
The Los Angeles Times says 
Belloni is “a virtuoso” with “an 
enormously powerful presence.”
     Alioune Faye hails from a long 
line of Senegalese drummers and 
griots (wandering musicians, 
poets, singers, and historians). 
He has worked with such greats 
as Youssou N’dour, Stevie Won-
der, and Peter Gabriel, as well 
as with Senegal’s premier sabar 
ensemble, Sing Sing Rhythm. 
He plays sabar, tama and djembe. 
Currently based in New York, 
Faye is the leader of the group 
Yakar Rhythms.
     The series will continue 
throughout the winter, with a 
new Mini-Global Mashup each 
month: The Sunday, February 13 
concert, Korea Meets Armenia, 
will feature violinist and com-
poser Sita Chay and folk singer 
Ara Dinkjian. The Sunday, March 
13 concert, India Meets Egypt, 
will feature Grammy-nominated 
singer Falu with violinist, vocal-
ist, and rababa player, Sami Abu 
Shumays, and harmonium ac-
companist Gaurav Shah.
     Each month’s Mini-Global 
Mashup performance will be 
followed by a Q+A conversation 
between the artists and audience 
hosted by Frank London or other 
special guest moderators.
     For the series’ full schedule 
and to purchase tickets, visit: 
https://www.flushingtownhall.
org/mini-global-mashups
For more information:
www.flushingtownhall.org
(718) 463-7700 x222
137-35 Northern Blvd. Flushing, 
NY 11354

Flushing Town Hall’s Popular 
“Mini-Global Mashups” Series to 

Continue in 2022

     Sailors help maintain Ameri-
ca’s advantage at sea. This means 
they do not always get to cel-
ebrate holidays with their loved 
ones. A Queens, New York, na-
tive serving in the United States 
Navy will celebrate the holidays 
with fellow sailors in Guam.

     “The holidays mean spending 
time with family and friends, 
enjoying each other’s company,” 
said Petty Officer 3rd Class Dud-
nauth Jainarain.
     Jainarain wants family back 
home to know they are loved and 
missed.
     “Happy holidays,” said Ja-
inarain. “I miss you guys and 
hope to see you soon. Enjoy the 
holidays.”
     Jainarain serves as a logistics 
specialist aboard USS Emory S. 
Land. As a member of the U.S. 
Navy, Jainarain, as well as other 
sailors, know they are a part of a 
tradition providing unforgettable 
experiences through leadership 
development, world affairs and 
humanitarian assistance.
     “It’s an honor to serve in the 
Navy,” added Jainarain. “There 
are ups and downs, but there isn’t 
anything like it.”

Sailor Wishes Their Family in Queens 
A Happy Holiday

Jainarain Dudnauth 
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Flushing Town Hall Responds to the Passing of 
Choreographer Nai-Ni Chen

     The following is a state-
ment from Executive & 
Artistic Director Ellen Ko-
dadek on behalf of Flushing 
Town Hall:
     “We are deeply sad-
dened by the death of cho-
reographer Nai-Ni Chen. 
We had the great honor of 
presenting her company, 
and her CrossCurrent Con-
temporary Dance Festival, 
annually at our Hall. This 
June marked our seventh 
year together showcasing 
new works by a talented 
selection of Asian American 
dance artists and contempo-
rary choreographers. She 
was a passionate educator 
and eager to forge new 
paths for up-and-coming 
choreographers following 
in her footsteps.
     Nai-Ni Chen led one of 

the most successful Asian 
American, touring dance 
companies in the United 
States for more than 30 
years. With her lifelong 
dedication to dance making, 
Nai-Ni Chen built a diverse 
repertory of over 80 original 
works for 30 productions 
and toured such major ven-
ues as New York’s Lincoln 
Center, The Kennedy Cen-
ter in Washington D.C., 
and the Cerritos Center in 
California. 
     She was a featured artist 
in international, contempo-
rary dance festivals across 
12 countries throughout Eu-
rope, Asia, and the Ameri-
cas and was the 2020 recipi-
ent of the Choreographer’s 
Fellowship Award from the 
New Jersey State Council 
on the Arts, the Distin-

guished Teaching Artist 
Award from the Associat-
ing of Teaching Artists and 
Lincoln Center, and was a 
two-time recipient of the 
National Endowment for 
the Arts’ Choreographer’s 
Fellowship.
     Nai-Ni Chen was born 
in Taiwan and graduated 
from the Chinese Cultural 
University. She was a re-
nowned, traditional dancer 
and an early member of the 
Cloud Gate Dance Theater 
of Taiwan, before moving to 
America.
     As a global arts presenter 
with strong ties to the lo-
cal Chinese community, 
Flushing Town Hall will 
always be grateful for her 
exceptional artistry and 
generosity of spirit. We will 
miss our friend.”

NYC & Company Launches New Content Hub 
Highlighting Asian Culture And Experiences 

Across New York City
     NYC & Company, the 
official destination mar-
keting organization and 
convention and visitors bu-
reau for the five boroughs 
of New York City, today 
launched a new centralized 
and permanent resource 
for locals and visitors, The 
Asian Experience in NYC, 
available at nycgo.com/
TheAsianExperience. The 
Asian population in NYC 
continues to be the fastest 
growing major race and 
ethnic group, accounting 
for approximately 14% of 
the City’s population. New 
York is the Asian commu-
nity’s second largest home 
in the US.** Continuing the 
organization’s mission to 
highlight and celebrate the 
culturally diverse commu-
nities throughout the five 
boroughs, the new content 
hub includes refreshed and 
new neighborhood and 
culture guides, videos, in-
terviews, articles, roundups 
of Asian-owned businesses 
and more, and will be up-
dated on an ongoing basis.
     “Support for the Asian 
community is crucial and 
has always been at the fore-
front of our efforts at NYC 
& Company,” said Fred 
Dixon, President and CEO 
at NYC & Company. “As 
the second largest home 
in the US for the Asian 
community, we’re pleased 
to now offer a centralized 
content hub that provides 
locals and visitors with 
resources to explore, cel-
ebrate and support the vi-

brant Asian neighborhoods 
and communities across the 
City that are a fundamental 
piece of New York City’s 
essence.”
     The Asian Experi-
ence in NYC features new 
and recently added content 
spanning the vibrant Asian 
communities in the City, 
including Koreatown, Chi-
natown, Sunset Park and 
Flushing neighborhood 
guides and itineraries; a 
guide to Malaysian culture 
in New York City; special 
interviews with Asian com-
munity leaders, includ-
ing Moonlynn Tsai and 
Yin Chang (co-founders of 
Heart of Dinner); and more.
     The Asian Experience 
in NYC also spotlights an-
nual content, including how 
to Celebrate Lunar New 
Year—a new video high-
lighting The Asian Expe-
rience in NYC will launch 
during Lunar New Year 
2022—and Asian Ameri-
can and Pacific Islander 
Heritage Month; as well as 
various guides to support 
the City’s Asian communi-
ty, including Asian-Owned 
Restaurants, including all-
you-can-eat spots Laojie 
Hotpot, Akino and Picnic 
Garden, among others, and 
Asian-Owned Shops, like 
Pearl River Mart, Imperial 
Ballroom and more.
     The new content hub 
also includes Support for 
the Asian Community in 
NYC and Beyond. China-
town and Flushing were 
among the first neighbor-

hoods to be impacted by the 
pandemic, and since then, 
NYC & Company has stood 
in solidarity with the Asian 
community and created 
this guide to help actively 
uplift and support these 
communities. This guide 
shares links to organiza-
tions such as Stop Asian 
Hate, Stop AAPI Hate, Or-
ganizations Against Asian 
Hate and more, to donate 
and learn about anti-Asian 
violence, as well as educa-
tional resources on ways 
to stop anti-Asian violence 
while traveling and in local 
communities. 
     New content and infor-
mation will be added on a 
regular, ongoing basis at 
nycgo.com/TheAsianEx-
perience.
     *Asian American Fed-
eration (2018). New York 
City Council Districts and 
Asian Communities (2018).
     ** Pew Research (2021). 
Key facts about Asian 
Americans, a diverse and 
growing population.
     About NYC & Com-
pany - NYC & Company 
is the official destination 
marketing organization 
and convention and visitors 
bureau for the City of New 
York, dedicated to maxi-
mizing travel and tourism 
opportunities throughout 
the five boroughs, build-
ing economic prosperity 
and spreading the positive 
image of New York City 
worldwide. For all there is 
to do and see in New York 
City, visit nycgo.com.

Chairwoman Maloney’s Statement on House  
Passage of Protecting Our Democracy Act 

     Rep. Carolyn B. Malo-
ney, Chairwoman of the 
Committee on Oversight 
and Reform, released the 
following statement after 
the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives passed H.R. 
5314, Protecting Our De-
mocracy Act.   
     “With today’s House 
passage of the Protect-
ing Our Democracy Act, 
we are sending a clear 
message that no President 
—regardless of political 
party— is above the law.  
I’m proud to have helped 
lead this landmark bill to 
preserve our democracy, 
restore accountability to 
the American people, and 
protect those who are brave 
enough to speak truth to 
power.”
     The Protecting Our 
Democracy Act is a com-
prehensive package that 
will restore the federal gov-
ernment’s system of checks 

and balances, strengthen 
accountability and trans-
parency, and protect Amer-
ica’s elections from foreign 
interference.  This legisla-
tive package also includes 
several of Chairwoman 
Maloney’s provisions, in-
cluding reforms from H.R. 
2662, the Inspector General 
Independence and Empow-
erment Act, H.R. 2988, the 
Whistleblower Protection 
Improvement Act, and H.R. 
6062, the Hatch Act Ac-
countability Act.
•    The Inspector General 
Independence and Empow-
erment Act will increase 
the independence of In-
spectors General (IGs), 
protect IGs from political 
retaliation, and provide IGs 
the tools needed to perform 
thorough investigations.  
This bill includes a critical 
reform that would restore 
and enhance IG indepen-
dence by requiring that an 

IG can only be removed 
for a documented cause, 
based on a defined list of 
nonpartisan reasons such 
as a knowing violation of 
the law, abuse of authority, 
or gross mismanagement.  
•    The Whistleblower Pro-
tection Improvement Act 
will strengthen protections 
for whistleblowers.  The 
bill clarifies that no federal 
official may interfere with 
a federal employee’s ability 
to provide information to 
Congress, limits disclo-
sure of a whistleblower’s 
identity, and ensures they 
can challenge retaliation in 
court, including access to a 
jury trial.  
•    The Hatch Act Account-
ability Act will strengthen 
enforcement and penalties 
for political appointees 
who violate the Hatch Act, 
which is intended to protect 
the government from politi-
cal interference.

Oversight Committee Urges SBA to Take Action 
to Combat Fraud and Protect Disadvantaged 

Small Businesses
     Chairwoman of the Com-
mittee on Oversight and 
Reform Carolyn B. Malo-
ney and Ranking Member 
James Comer sent a letter to 
Administrator of the Small 
Business Administration 
(SBA) Isabella Casillas 
Guzman requesting doc-
uments and information 
about SBA’s efforts to miti-
gate the longstanding prob-
lem of fraud in small busi-
ness set-aside contracting 
programs and to improve 
the certification process of 
eligible businesses.  
     “Congress established 
set-aside programs to help 
eligible small businesses 
compete for federal con-
tracts against larger and 
more established compa-
nies.  Set-aside contracts 
also provide the govern-
ment with a more diverse 
source of goods and ser-
vices and help create jobs, 
raise wages, and distribute 
income more widely.   Fed-
eral agencies awarded over 
$100 billion through set-
aside programs in fiscal 
year 2020, which amounts 
to over 10% of the $665 
billion spent on federal 
contracts that year,”  wrote 

Chairwoman Maloney and 
Ranking Member Comer.  
     Today’s bipartisan let-
ter addresses longstanding 
concerns about fraud in 
small business set-asides, 
including the 8(a) Busi-
ness Development, Women-
Owned, Service-Disabled 
Veteran-Owned, and His-
tor ically Underutilized 
Business Zone (HUBZone) 
programs.  
     Bad actors have falsified 
information provided to the 
SBA, including using an eli-
gible figurehead to conceal 
the entities or individuals 
who control a business and 
using “straw-owners” to 
pose as female, African-
American, or service-dis-
abled veteran business-
owners.  This fraud comes 
at the expense of taxpayers 
and disadvantaged small 
businesses who are unfairly 
deprived of the opportunity 
to participate in these pro-
grams.  
     “The extent of set-aside 
fraud and its fiscal impact 
governmentwide is dif-
ficult to estimate because 
programs can incur finan-
cial losses from fraud that 
are never identified,”  the 

Chairwoman and Ranking 
Member continued.  “Ex-
trapolating from the preva-
lence of set-aside fraud in 
the small number of cases 
reviewed in these studies, 
the extent of set-aside fraud 
governmentwide may be in 
the billions of dollars.” 
     SBA’s information tech-
nology system that manages 
set-asides, called Certify, 
has had significant prob-
lems.  SBA has struggled 
to develop Certify for eight 
years, relying on labor-
intensive workarounds be-
cause the system lacks key 
functionalities and tools.  
The SBA Inspector General 
found that SBA’s manual 
processes to compensate for 
system failures doubled the 
time it took to review and 
process applications.
     While SBA has recently 
required formal certifica-
tion requirements for all 
set-aside programs, the 
continued concerns about 
fraud and weaknesses in 
the Certify system high-
light the need for SBA to 
implement a comprehensive 
fraud risk program to com-
bat set-aside contracting 
fraud. 

     When he served as Mi-
nority Leader in the NYC 
Council, Ognibene worked 
to revitalize the city in 
the 1990s, partnering with 
members from both sides of 
the aisle fighting to improve 
the quality of life, reduce 
crime, clean city parks and 
protect small businesses. 
     Tom Ognibene served as 
a member of the City Coun-

cil for District 30 which 
covered the neighborhoods 
of Maspeth, Middle Vil-
lage, Glendale, Ridgewood, 
Richmond Hill, Woodhaven 
and Forest Hills from 1992 
to 2001. He served as Coun-
cil Minority leader from 
1994 until his term ended. 
His wife Margaret Og-
nibene said, “I couldn’t 
think of a better way to 
honor Tom”. Tom was mar-
ried for 48 years to his wife, 

Margaret, and had two chil-
dren together, Guy and Eve. 
Ognibene also served as 
vice president of Christ the 
King High School’s board 
of trustees for more than 
20 years. 
     “Council member and 
Minority Leader Thomas 
V. Ognibene is a credit 
to the civic spirit of our 
neighborhood and this street 

Holden Co-Names Street For Former Councilman 
Thomas Ognibene
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Notice of Formation: WX NY 
REALTY LLC Art. Of Org. filed 
with Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/20/2021. Office Loc: 
QUEENS COUNTY.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served.  SSNY shall mail 
process to: 110-43 15TH AVE, 
COLLEGE POINT, NY 11356 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Notice of formation of 21109 
BAYSIDE LLC. Ar ticles of 
Organization f iled with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
SSNY on 11/1/2021. Office 
located in Queens County. 
SSNY has been designated 
f o r  se r v i c e  o f  p roc es s . 
SSNY shall mail copy of any 
process served against the 
LLC 211-09 41 Ave, Bayside. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Block 2319 Lot 9, LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/3/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Mary Jude Delaney, 
53-47 62nd St., Maspeth, NY 
11378. General Purpose. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Notice of Formation of ARC 
LITERARY MANAGEMENT, 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/08/21. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: ARC LITERARY 
MANAGEMENT, LLC, 35-36 
159TH St., Flushing, NY 11358. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
11/11,18,25,12/2,9&16/2021

Sakh 28 LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 3/10/2020. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to Sohail 
Akhtar,  241-30 85th Rd., 
1st Fl. Apt., Bellerose, NY 
11426. General  Purpose. 
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021

Bay Terrace Recreational 
Center LLC, Ar ts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 8/18/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shal l  mail  process to 24-
15 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 
11360. General  Purpose. 
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021

3920 Anwood Drive LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/10/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 84-31 Van Wyck 
Expressway, apt. 3F, Jamaica, 
NY 11435. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

JW Pro Framers LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 6/17/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 83-15 
98th St., #5F, Woodhaven, 
NY 11421. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Notice of Formation of JVJ 
CONSTRUCTION LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/02/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3515 98th 
Street, Corona, NY 11368. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Notice of Formation of Loretta 
Rodriguez Co LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/12/2021. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
8431 62nd Drive, Apt V16, 
Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

DiDi Trucking, LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 6/22/2021. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 177-41 
105 Avenue, Queens, NY 
11433. General  Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Tayloristry LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 11/5/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Ianna Taylor, 125-30 
Sutphin Blvd., B512, Jamaica, 
NY 11434. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
PLE ASANT STAYS LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/10/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 144-26 228th 
St, 2FL, Laurelton, NY 11413. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice of Formation of 14 
LINCOLN PLACE INVESTOR 
PARTNER LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/08/21. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to:  Charney Companies, 
5 -26 46th Ave.,  Ste. 2A , 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice of formation of Jil l 
D iamant Archi tect  PLLC.  
Articles of Org. filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/18/21.  Office 
located in Queens County.  
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process.  SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the PLLC to: 
3442 80th Street #2, Jackson 
Heights, NY 11372.  Purpose:  
any lawful activity or purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

NEW CAIRO TAXI LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 11/19/2021. Of f ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 3434 44th St. Apt 2F, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

KGP Holdings LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/17/2021. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 204-
05 104th Ave., St. Albans, 
NY 11412. General Purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice of Formation of ZELSIN 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/16/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y .  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 79-07 
Roosevelt Avenue, 2nd Floor, 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

J&J 58 REALTY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 10/15/21. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 5812 196th 
St, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

I N NOVATIV E SUCCESS 
SOLUTIONS, LLC, Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
11/29/2021. Office loc: Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 205-01 48th Avenue, 
Bayside, NY 11364. Reg Agent: 
Mona Ahmed, 205-01 48th 
Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
HARDKNOX LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/13/2021. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 14350 Hoover Ave, 
Apt 514, Jamaica, NY 11435. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

MICRO NYC LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 11/10/21. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 14907 Beech 
Ave, Flushing, NY 11355. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
ROOMTEMP HVAC LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/04/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: 320 Beach 17th Street, 
Far Rockaway, NY 11691. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/9,16,23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

21 GATES LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 11/23/21. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 60-02 79th 
Street, Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/9,16,23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

Notice of Formation of FORTY 
ONE VENTURES LLC. Arts. 
of Org. f iled with Secy. of 
S ta te  o f  NY (SSNY )  on 
08/16/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 115-58 232 
Street, Jamaica, NY 11411. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/9,16,23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

66-30 Grand Avenue LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. 
o f  S t a te  o f  N Y (SS N Y ) 
11/15/2021. Cty: Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process 
to Mohammed Khaleelullah, 
238 Stuart Rd., Valley Stream, 
NY 11581. General Purpose. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation: 140-33 
69 AVE LLC (the ‘LLC’) filed 
Articles of Organization with 
the New York Department of 
State on 02/19/2021. Office 
location: QUEENS County. 
The New York Secretary of 
State is designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and 
is directed to forward service 
of process to Lowenfeld Law 
Firm P.C. - 1706 Sheepshead 
Bay Rd, Brooklyn, NY 11235. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

20-15 46TH ST LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/08/21. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 151-54 17th 
Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of WOMEN 
WHO INSPIRE LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/14/2021. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 7523 Main St, 
670676, Flushing, NY 11367. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of 535 EAST 
83RD ST LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/07/21. Office 
location: Queens County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Attn: Aristotle G. Mirzaian, c/o 
Curcio Mirzaian Sirot LLC, 48 Wall 
St., 11th Fl., NY, NY 10005-2903. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice is hereby given that a 
license, number 1340677for 
beer and wine has been applied 
for by the undersigned* to 
sell beer and wine at retail 
under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law at 5 -25 46th 
Avenue, Long Island City, NY 
11101-Queens County for 
on premises consumption. 
C U L T U R E  L A B  L I C .  
12/16&23/2021

Notice of Formation of HBL 
MURRAY SUITES LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 09/08/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 41-07 54 
St, Apt 2F, Woodside, NY 11377. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of WALK THE 
DOG PET COMPANY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/09/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 20808 42nd 
Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

     The New York Lottery 
today announced there 
were multiple top-prize 
winning tickets sold for the 
Dec 14 TAKE 5 EVENING 
drawing. The tickets were 
sold in BROOKLYN, CO-
RONA, MASSAPEQUA. 
The tickets were sold at:
•    CHOE’S SUPERETTE 
located at 401 AVE X in 
BROOKLYN, which sold 1 
prize winning ticket worth 
$13,848.00
•    RR LIQUOR & WINE 
INC located at 59-10 99TH 
ST in CORONA, which 
sold 1 prize winning ticket 
worth $13,848.00
•    STOP & SHOP #2578 lo-
cated at 702 HICKSVILLE 

RD in MASSAPEQUA, 
which sold 1 prize winning 
ticket worth $13,848.00
     Take 5 players with mid-
day and evening draws on 
the same ticket must check 
their numbers at nylottery.
ny.gov to determine if they 
have the winning numbers 
for the corresponding mid-
day or evening drawing. 
     TAKE 5 numbers are 
drawn from a field of one 
through 39. The drawing 
is televised twice daily 
at 2:30 p.m. and 10:30 
p.m. A Lottery draw game 
prize of any amount may 
be cla imed up to  one 
year from the date of the  
drawing. 

Take 5 Top-Prize Tickets Sold In 
Brooklyn, Corona, Massapequa

Statement From NYS Democratic 
Chairman on Gubernatorial Race

     “I supported Tish James 
in her quest to become 
Attorney General in 2018 
because I saw in her some-
thing unique for someone 
in political life — she gen-
uinely put the Democratic 
Party over her own inter-
ests and has a deep and 
genuine concern for what 
was best for the people of 

our State. She has demon-
strated that, once again, 
with her decision today. 
She united Democrats for 
the sake of the Party, which 
she again put over her own 
interests.  I admire Tish 
James and look forward 
to working with her in her 
re-election for Attorney 
General.”

co-naming, very near to his 
home, will help his legacy 
to be remembered,” Holden 
said. “I was proud to spon-
sor it and very pleased to 
hear so many fond memo-
ries of how Tom touched so 
many lives. Not only was he 
a tremendously gifted poli-
tician and dedicated public 
servant, but he was also 

extremely generous with 
his time and sage advice to 
the younger elected officials 
who spoke so fondly of him 
today.”
     Despite being a lifelong 
Republican and Conser-
vative, Congresswoman 
Grace Meng, a Democrat, 
said Ognibene was always 
available to talk. “He never 
hesitated to give me guid-
ance,” she said.

Holden Co-Names Street For 
Former Councilman  
Thomas Ognibene

(Continued from page 10)
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Senior Center Recognition

     The Alpha Phi Alpha Senior 
Citizens Center was selected as 
the winner of the City’s Ready 
New York Older Adult Center 
of the Year Award. Each year, 
this prestigious award is given 
to a senior center that demon-
strates outstanding commitment 
to emergency preparedness for 
older adults. Queens District 
At torney Melinda Katz was 

glad for the opportunity to stop 
by the Center during the award 
ceremony last week and speak 
to its members about issues of 
importance to them and their 
loved ones. 
     Alpha Phi Alpha Senior 
Center performs indispensable 
services for Southeast Queens 
seniors and I congratulate them 
on this recognition.


