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Con Edison Electrical Safety
Tips at Home

25 CENTS

CM Moya 40th Annual Corona Heights
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony

The Queens Times thought these Tips would be helpful to
our readers during this Holiday Season
● Check electrical cords to ensure they don’t have worn
spots or frayed wires. Don’t mend it—replace it! Homemade
repairs are a common source of fires.
● Use extension cords sparingly and only on a temporary
basis. Too many appliances plugged into one cord causes overheating. Overheated wires start one of every six home fires.
● Don’t place power cords under carpets, rugs, or furniture.
Also, never staple or nail cords to walls, baseboards, or other
objects.
● Keep flammable materials away from lamps and heaters.
Place electric heaters away from areas where someone might
trip and fall.
● Place electrical appliances a safe distance from sinks
and tubs.
● Do not retrieve electrical products that fall in water. If
you and the plug are dry, pull the plug—not the cord—from
the outlet, or use the circuit breaker to shut off the power.
● Inspect electrical outlets on a regular basis. Look for
overheating, loose connections, and corrosion. Outlets that
have loose-fitting plugs can cause a fire.
● Never remove the third prong from a plug to make it fit a
two-prong outlet. You could get a shock.
● If an outlet or switch wall plate is hot to the touch. immediately shut off the circuit and have a professional check it.
● Replace any missing or broken wall plates.
● Install safety covers on all unused outlets so children
can’t play with them.
● Use surge protectors to safeguard appliances and electronics.

Northeast Queens Chabad Celebrates
Hanukkah With Menorah Lighting at
Bay Terrace Shopping Center

Queens Lawmakers Light the Menorah from Chabad of North
East Queens which brought together lawmakers and the
greater Bay Terrace community to light the menorah above Bay
Terrace. Pictured above is Sen. John Liu, Assembly Members
Ed Braunstein and David Weprin, and Council Member Paul
Vallone who were in attendance with Rabbi Yossi Blesofsky
on the second evening of Hanukkah. See story on page 2.

NYC Councilmember Francisco Moya held the 40th Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony held in PFC William F. Moore USMC Park in Corona Heights. See story on page 6.

Council Member Vallone Chairs Hearing on Workforce
Development and Combating Unemployment

Council Member Paul A.
Vallone co-chaired a hearing of
the Committees on Economic
Development and Small Business
to assess the city’s workforce
development infrastructure and

what initiatives are in the pipeline
for the post-COVID world. Present was leadership from within
the Mayor’s Office of Workforce
Development, the Economic
Development Corporation and

Commissioner Jonnel Dorris of
the Department of Small Business
Services.
“Today’s hearing offered a
(Continued on page 2)
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants.
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible
banquet packages.

107-01 Corona Ave. Corona Heights, NY
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871
- Reservations Suggested -
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Council Member Vallone Chairs Hearing on Workforce
Development and Combating Unemployment
(Continued from page 1)
critical look into job development
progress prior to the COVID-19
crisis, how these initiatives have
adapted to challenging circumstances and what plans lie ahead
for the city’s various workforce
development programs and small
business support,” said Council
Member Paul Vallone. “It is essential that these programs reach
the five boroughs equitably and,
likewise, that New York City
businesses are connected directly
to local talent.”
After previously having its
longest economic expansion on
record, New York City endured
one of the worst rates of job losses
of 82 other U.S. metropolitan
areas due to COVID-19 when
comparing July 2020 to July 2019.
From October 2019 to October
2020, private sector jobs fell to
3,545,600 from 4,099,500, a loss
of 553,900 jobs, which were shed
primarily from the leisure and
hospitality sector.
Further, New York City saw an
unemployment rate that was significantly higher than the statewide rate, a disparity seen and felt
throughout the five boroughs. In
Queens, unemployment saw its
height in June with a 21.6% rate,

compared to the 3% rate seen in
February, but the borough has
seen a promising decline to 13%
in October.
NYCEDC reported on recent
workforce development initiatives, including partnering with
Fullstack Academy to launch
a $7.8 million cybersecurity
“bootcamp” for NYC-based cybersecurity jobs and awarding
$550,000 in microgrants to support workforce training programs
for in-demand jobs. EDC also
played a critical role in creating
local manufacturing jobs in direct
response to the COVID-19 crisis
in the spring and the need for
PPE and medical equipment. In
spring 2020, SBS announced the
creation of an online resource,
“Career Discovery NYC,” and
pivoted its Workforce1 Career
Centers job support to virtual.
However, overall city resident
engagement at the Center was
down this year compared to last.
Council Member Vallone
pressed NYCEDC and SBS to
ensure equity-based workforce
development throughout the five
boroughs in the coming months.
He also urged the Mayor’s Office
of Economic Opportunity and
Office of Workforce Development to market and promote

working nyc.gov, which serves
as a new workforce hub for city
employment resources and training programs. Earlier this year,
SBS Commissioner Jonnel Doris
announced the creation of Career
Discovery NYC, a centralized online resource to help New Yorkers
with career discovery and training. The Commissioner stated,
“Thousands of New Yorkers will
be conducting much more of their
lives in a virtual environment.
This portal is a step to ensure that
they are well equipped and supported in their career exploration,
and to put them on a path toward
economic prosperity.”
Advocates stressed the need
for increased programs to assist
New Yorkers with pathways into
careers. Abe Mendez of Per Scholas testified that, “New Yorkers
need free job training programs
now more than ever. Workforce
organizations such as Per Scholas
are vital to the economic recovery
of the city.”
“Getting New Yorkers back to
work will be a multi-agency effort that must be priority number
one as we move into 2021 and a
post-COVID world,” said Vallone. “We on the committee look
forward to hearing the progress of
these initiatives in the new year.”

Northeast Queens Chabad Celebrates Hanukkah With
Menorah Lighting at Bay Terrace Shopping Center
(Continued from page 1)
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The Bay Terrace community joined Rabbi Yossi Blesofsky from Chabad of Northeast
Queens for a socially distant
Hanukkah celebration and lighting of a giant menorah on the
upper level of the Bay Terrace
Shopping Center.

Before the celebrations began,
Rabbi Blesofsky reminded everyone to adhere to the COVID-19
protocol of maintaining a social
distance and wearing a face
mask. The rabbi had been apprehensive about holding the annual
event, which is in its 26th year,
because of the pandemic. But
then he thought of the miracle of

Hanukkah and what it represents,
which is overcoming darkness.
While getting together outdoors in a socially-distant manner, Rabbiy Bleofsky stated that
“when we are challenged, exactly
at that time, we overpower with
extra light; we have to shower the
community with more love, more
light and more warmth.

Borough President Richards to Sponsor Scholarship
Competition in Recognition of Black History Month
Queens Borough President Donovan Richards today announced he
is inviting talented Queens high
school seniors interested in pursuing a post-secondary education to
apply for the African American
Heritage Scholarships that will
be awarded by the Borough President’s African American Heritage
Committee during Black History
Month early next year.
“Queens is home to some of
the best and brightest high school
seniors in the country, so it is
great that our African American
Heritage Scholarships give us the
opportunity to support some of
them financially as part of our
continuing effort to ensure equal
opportunity and give all of youth a

chance to succeed,” said Borough
President RICHARDS. “There
is no better way to celebrate African American history than to
help promising students who are
destined to make history of their
own.”
All of the scholarship winners
will receive monetary awards they
can use to cover expenses related
to their post-secondary studies.
Eight students won scholarships
during last year’s edition of this
competition, with each student
receiving a $1,000 scholarship.
Students interested in applying for a scholarship can do so by
completing the application form
at <http://www.queensbp.org/
AAHCScholarshipApp

Only Queens residents are eligible for the scholarships.
Any Queens high school senior
seeking to apply for an African
American Heritage Scholarship
must submit a completed application and an official high school
transcript by 5 p.m. on January 11,
2021. Those who win the scholarships will be notified by February
1, 2021 and will be recognized
during Borough President Richards’ virtual Black History Month
Celebration on Wednesday, February 24, 2021.
Follow the Office of the
Borough President via @QnsBPRichards on Twitter and via @
QueensBPRichards on Facebook
and Instagram
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Koo, Speaker Johnson, Moya, Salamanca, And Labor
Unions Announce Agreement on The Special Flushing
Waterfront District
Council Member Peter Koo,
Speaker Johnson, Zoning Chair
Francisco Moya, Land Use Chair
Rafael Salamanca, and labor
unions today announced that an
agreement has been reached to
ensure good jobs, community
benefits and more for the Special
Flushing Waterfront District – a
29-acre proposal that would bring
waterfront access, environmental
cleanup and new development to a
decades-long isolated and polluted
section of downtown Flushing.
CM Koo stated, “At long last, I
am happy to announce an agreement between the applicants of
the Special Flushing Waterfront
District, organized labor, and
members of the City Council that
will ensure quality jobs in Flushing, public waterfront access, expanded open space, environmental
cleanup, local workforce development, a long-term commitment to
affordable housing, and more.
“The Special Flushing Waterfront District aims to revitalize the
downtown Flushing waterfront – a
barren and polluted manufacturing district comprised of construction parking lots, warehouses and
empty lots, all along the Flushing
Creek. For decades, planners have
tried to activate this space in hopes
of transforming it from a polluted
brownfield into a publicly accessible waterfront connected to
downtown Flushing that can be
enjoyed by all.
“In recent months, my office
has been in deep discussions with
the applicants, our Land Use staff,
labor groups, advocacy groups,
Council Members, and other
stakeholders, in hopes of reaching an agreement that would be
realistic, fair, and considerate of
the many community concerns we
heard at the City Planning and City
Council Zoning Subcommittee
public hearings.
“As our city comes to terms with
a second wave of COVID-19, rising unemployment, and a faltering
economy, this project has the potential to revitalize the downtown
Flushing economy at a time when
we need it most. Our community
has suffered long before COVID
ever reached our shores. Now is
the time to rebuild.”
The project calls for several
community amenities, including:
• Quality jobs. The developers
reached an agreement with the
unions 32 BJ and the Hotels Trade
Council to provide hundreds of
residential, building service, and
hotel jobs throughout the entirety
of the project.
• Waterfront Access. The applicants will seek to provide physical
waterfront access to facilitate access for kayaking and opportunities for hands-on environmental
education. In addition, the project
will double the amount of waterfront access to 40 feet and will
include children’s playgrounds,
public plazas, workout areas, art
installments and pedestrian pathways, all open to the public.
• Workforce development. At the
request of Council Member Koo,
the developers agreed to enter into
a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) with the Queens Chamber
of Commerce to coordinate local

and MWBE hiring of goods and
labor, in particular with residents
of neighboring NYCHA developments at Bland Houses and Latimer Gardens.
• Small Business Support. The
applicant has signed a MOU with
the Downtown Flushing Transit
Business Improvement District to
contribute $2 million to support
local small businesses over the
next 10 years.
•
Affordable housing. Thirty
percent of the units on the rezoned
area on Site 4 will be affordable
under the administration’s MIH
guidelines. The applicants have
also entered into an agreement
with the city to further engage
in good faith discussions over a
three-year period with HPD, the
New York City Council and other
governmental entities to secure
financing and funding in order to
maximize the amount of affordable housing on site.
• Waterfront education and programming. The applicants will
enter into a partnership with local
environmental education nonprofits to educate and engage area students and residents. Organizations
engaged thus far include, but are
not limited to, the Waterfront Alliance and City Parks Foundation.
• Community Facility Space. The
development will include approximately 20,000 square-feet of community facility space, including a
flexible 1,000 square-foot space
for the La Jornada food pantry
dedicated to child mentoring programs and senior recreational use.
This is in addition to numerous
financial contributions and equipment donations to help support the
pantry’s mission.
• Economic stimulus and tax revenue. In addition to the thousands
of construction and permanent
jobs, the project is estimated to
bring in about $116 million in
property tax revenue for the City
of New York at a time when the
city budgets are being cut across
the board.
•
Environmental remediation.
In addition to the removal of contaminated soils, the project will
feature infrastructure upgrades to
the existing sewer and storm water
drainage systems so that sewage
is treated on site and sent to the
Tallman Island Waste Treatment
plant and zero CSO outfall will
pollute the Flushing Creek.
Council Speaker Corey Johnson
stated, “The Special Flushing Waterfront District will bring good
jobs, open space for the public,
and economic opportunity to
Queens as our city begins to recover from the pandemic and the
financial crisis it has caused. I am
grateful to Council Member Koo
and Land Use Chair Salamanca
for their hard work in getting us
to this point. I would also like to
thank Subcommittee Chair Moya
for his tireless efforts to reach
the agreement to work with labor
unions on this project. I look forward to working with them and
with the community to ensure all
the community benefits in this
proposal come to fruition as soon
as possible.”
Council Member Francisco
Moya, Chair of the Subcommit-

tee on Zoning and Franchises,
stated, “As I stated from the very
beginning, it would have been
irresponsible to approve this application without commitments
to provide good-paying jobs for
local community members and
deep community benefits like real
affordable housing. I have always
stood by my brothers and sisters in
labor, 32BJ and HTC. That’s why
it was imperative that we reach
a deal that met these demands.
COVID hit NYC hard, especially
the communities we represent,
and the path forward is ensuring
opportunities are available to get
us back on our feet. That means
good-paying jobs and supporting
our small businesses by expanding their customer base. This is
the time to start rebuilding for
the future.”
Council Member Rafael Salamanca, Chair, Committee on Land
Use, stated, “At a time when COVID is ravaging the city’s economy
with record high unemployment
numbers, today’s announcement
will pave the way for hundreds
of permanent good-paying union
jobs in the downtown Flushing
area. Furthermore, the project will
ensure that the Flushing Creek
and the accompanying waterfront
district, an area long contaminated
by industrial uses, will be cleaned
up and revitalized so that the community can enjoy new waterfront
access, green spaces, publics
plazas and playgrounds for years
to come.”
HTC President Rich Maroko,
stated, “We are pleased that the
developers of this project came to
the table and negotiated an agreement covering workers at all hotel
sites associated with this project.
HTC looks forward to promoting
the success of this project by ensuring hotel workers are respected
at these hotels. We are sincerely
grateful to the City Council for
its leadership in ensuring that this
project proceeds responsibly with
respect to labor.”
SEIU 32BJ President Kyle
Bragg, stated, “We are extremely
pleased that this rezoning comes
with a commitment to provide prevailing wage jobs for the building
service workers. Now more than
ever, working people in Flushing
need employment opportunities
with family-sustaining wages,
quality healthcare, and retirement security. We believe that the
building service jobs created by
the Special Flushing Waterfront
District will be critical to ensuring
an inclusive recovery in Queens
that lifts up frontline workers and
their families.”
FWRA LLC, the owners of
the Special Flushing Waterfront
District, stated, “As the owners
behind the Special Flushing Waterfront District, we have worked
tirelessly with community members for years to activate what is
currently an empty and polluted
waterfront and finally give Flushing the future it deserves. This is
a pivotal vote for New York City’s
economic recovery, especially
for a hard-working immigrant
community like Flushing. We
(Continued on page 9)

PAGE 3

It’s The Mulch-Wonderful Time of The
Year! NYC Parks’ Annual Mulchfest
Celebration Begins December 26
Mulchfest 2021 Chipping Saturdays: Jan 2 & 9 - bring your tree
and a tote bag and take some
mulch home!
The holidays are here, and
with it the return of NYC Parks’
annual Mulchfest tree chipping
celebration! Beginning December 26, New Yorkers can recycle
their trees at local parks, with
convenient drop-off sites in all
five boroughs.
On Saturday, January 2 & 9,
at any one of Parks’ 33 Chipping
Saturday locations, residents can
watch their tree get chipped, and
those in need of nutrient-rich
mulch can take some home with
them—they just have to bring
a bag.
Drop-off will begin December
26, in Queens, Astoria Park, 19th
St. & Hoyt Ave.
For more information, including the full list of Mulchfest dropoff and Saturday Chipping sites
visit: nyc.gov/parks/mulchfest
Mulchfest 2021 will run from
December 26 through January
9. New Yorkers will be able to
drop off holiday trees at one of
67 sites—33 are chipping sites—
across the five boroughs, including parks and GreenThumb gardens. The trees are then chipped
and recycled, and the mulch is
used to nourish city trees and
plants in every corner of the city.
Following last year’s success,
Parks is once again inviting New

Yorkers to actively mulch their
holiday trees on two consecutive
Saturdays – January 2 & 9. On
these days, residents can bring
their tree and a tote bag to a
chipping site and watch their tree
being chipped, then bring their
own nutrient-rich mulch home
with them. Weather-permitting,
DSN Y will also collect and
compost clean trees left at curbs
from Monday, January 4 through
Friday, January 15, 2021.
Mulchfest, part of the New
York City holiday tradition, encourages New Yorkers to make
greening a family activity—
turning holiday trees into mulch
which can be used for gardening
and to increase soil fertility.
For more than 20 years, Parks
and DSNY have collected and
mulched trees to help planting
beds and community gardens
around the city grow. Mulch
maintains the health of our trees
and plants citywide by deterring weeds, retaining moisture,
preventing compaction, adding
nutrients to the soil, and keeping
roots warm. In recent years, Parks
has mulched between 25,000 and
30,000 on average annually, with
a record-setting 50,900+ mulched
during Mulchfest 2020.
Parks urges Mulchfest-goers
to follow all City and State mandated social distancing guidelines
– wear a face covering and maintain at least six feet of distance
from others.

Calling All Kids! Join us on an interactive
tour of “The Music of East Asia”

Join us on Saturday, December 19 at 3pm for our family concert series, A Musical
Journey Through Queens, with
the second stop on the musical
tour, “The Music of East Asia,”
led by acclaimed multi-instrumentalist ELENA MOON PARK.
Elena and her special guests invite
you to sing and dance along to
Taiwanese train songs, Korean

and Chinese new year’s songs,
Tibetan jump rope rhymes, and
so much more! Plus, join us after
the performance for an artist talk
and Q&A with Elena and our
series curators, Dan and Claudia
Zanes.
For more info or to join visit:
https://www.universe.com/events/
the-music-of-east-asia-with-elena-moon-park-tickets-G31XV9
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Whirl With Merle
Word of Mouth Can Prove to be The Best Reputation
by Merle Exit
As we age so does our body
and I am amongst the “senior”
group with an issue that deals
with climbing steps. The front
stoop has a railing which allows
me to pull myself up and down the
stairs. It was until some months
ago that coming back from an appointment with a physician that I
had the most trouble with going
up the first step. It seemed to be
much higher than the next one and
most likely due to a bad job of not
leveling off a smack of cement
mixture.
Due to the surgery I just had and
feeling quite weak, I couldn’t pull
myself up that step and fell with

my thigh onto the brick creating
quite a wound. Having to figure
out solutions that did not include a
stair lift or ramp, my nephew came
up with the idea of creating a half
step below the first step and once I
got to that first step I only had four
more regular sized to go. Since
Ghostbusters was not around, I
asked several people and Todd
Schoemaker was recommended.
Todd owns a construction
company called Dutch Touch
Contracting (917-797-9330). It
was clear talking with him that I
wasn’t going to get ripped off. He
built the step which now makes it
look almost as if it came with the
original house.
That’s not all. He talked with me

about maintaining and “winterizing” the stoop. It wasn’t a seller
thing. Due to the weather the
bricks tend to separate from the
mortar and loosen. Again, the
last person who did anything did
more of an “I know how to do it”
job rather than being his source
of income.
Each brick had to be scraped
down with a wire machine and
new mortar had to be placed between each brick. The result was
amazing. The stoop now looks as
if I had purchased a new home. No
exaggeration.
So, here is my “word of mouth”
via my writing. Oops, I hear the
water running in my toilet tank
and not stopping.

Meet The Meat Guys And Get Your Meat And
Seafood Delivered Free
by Merle Exit
Turning lemons in to lemonade
is the saying and many companies
are doing just that. How do you
survive in the food business during or perhaps after the pandemic?
Steve Veissy came up with a great
idea. Steve has been in the meat
business for several years when
because of these changing times
decided to go with being a purveyor of meat and seafood, naming the company, The Meat Guys.
He hired a handful of workers f or
the free delivery.
Word of mouth works again.
This time it was my friend Enid
who told me about this company
that not only delivers meat and
seafood at no cost but does not
require a minimum. Say what?
Enid was telling me about that
she had ordered a brisket and
didn’t realize that it was a whole
brisket but fortunately had room

in her freezer. Other items were
purchased since, and she was totally satisfied with both the quality
and price.
I called and spoke with the
Steve about the company who
turned “lemon into lemonade”.
The Meat Guys is a small business
that employs about a handful of
salesmen from the different areas
delivering to Westchester, NYC,
Long Island, as well as parts of
CT and Rockland County.
I can give you a partial list of
what they have. Chicken: a 10lb
bag of portioned and skinless
chicken cutlets is priced at $17,
10 lbs of boneless chicken thighs
is $16; 10 lbs of chicken wings
costs $27.
Beef: Skirt Steak goes for $9.95
lb; that 5lbs of brisket is priced at
$3.95 lb; a NY Strip Steak weighing about 1.5 lbs goes for 413.95 lb.
A full rack of Baby Back Ribs
will cost you $4.95 lb, while 15

lbs of bacon goes for $75. Want
veal cutlet? Get them individually
package at $13.lb.
Let’s go to the Seafood choices.
Steve goes down to that big market
in the Bronx for both the meat and
fresh seafood. There are some
types of seafood and meats that
are already frozen and will arrive
that way, such as the rack of ribs.
You should check their facebook page (https://www.facebook.
com/themeatguys/) for the menu
and holiday specials going to December 19. Nova lox is priced at
$14.95 for a 1lb piece and if you
have a craving for some white fish
salad, a 1lb unit goes for $9.95.
How about some colossal shrimp
with the head on and get a 4.4 lb.
box at $14.50 lb?
Place your orders SundayFriday, 9am to 5pm, for delivery
Monday – Saturday. Seafood
orders are Monday – Friday. 347668-6945

Check out: www.youtube.com/user/whirlwithmerle
my blog on www.merleswhirls.blogspot.com
Resorts World New York City Gives Back This Holiday
Season with Coat Drives, Toy Giveaways, and Events
Honoring Frontline Heroes
The 2020 holiday season is
underway, but for many families
throughout New York, it’s sure to
be a difficult one as COVID-19
cases continue to rise. In recognition of the struggles facing New
Yorkers, Resorts World New York
City, one of the state’s largest
employers, is hosting a variety of
events to raise money and awareness for frontline workers and the
community through the holidays
and New Year.
“I am proud of the way our team
has risen to action during these
most challenging times. Our local
communities have supported us
throughout the years so it is with
gratitude that we step up as good
neighbors and continue to give
back in solid, meaningful ways”,
said Michelle Stoddart, Vice President of Community Development,
Resorts World New York City.
Here’s what’s happening this holi-

day season:
COAT DRIVE
Resorts World is hosting a coat
drive through the New Year, with
donations going to New York
Cares through local organizations,
including Sisterhood of Destiny in
Jamaica, Queens. Resorts World
employees kicked off the drive
with their own donations of winter coats and jackets. Guests can
donate new or gently used coats
through January 4th.
WHAT: Coat Drive
WHEN: Now - January 4th, 2021
WHERE: Resorts World New
York Cit y Casino, Jamaica,
Queens
THANK YOU TO OUR
EVERYDAY HEROES EXHIBITION
This holiday season, Resorts
World Casino New York City is
hosting a Thank You To Our Everyday Heroes Exhibition, which

will feature photos of frontline
staff at Jamaica and Flushing
Hospitals working through the
COVID-19 pandemic. The exhibition can be viewed on the Times
Square Casino floor at Resorts
World’s own Bar 360.
WHAT: Thank You To Our Everyday Heroes Exhibition
WHEN: Now – December 28th,
2020
WHERE: Times Square Casino
Floor, Bar 360
Resorts Word New York City
Casino, Jamaica, Queens
Resorts World New York City
has been committed to giving
back throughout this difficult past
year. Even while the facilities were
closed and events were canceled,
the Resorts World team took action to raise funds for frontline
workers, support local charities,
and provide opportunities for
students.
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MTA Launches ‘Stuff-A-Bus’ Food Drive
to Give Back This Holiday Season
MTA Partners with Local Food
Banks City Harvest, Feeding
Westchester, Food Bank of the
Hudson Valley, The Food Bank
of Lower Fairfield County and
Island Harvest
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) has announced its employee-driven food
drive campaign “Stuff-A-Bus”
to help provide food for those in
need during the holiday season.
The food drive runs through Dec.
18 and includes donations from
New York City Transit subways
and buses, Long Island Rail Road,
Metro-North Railroad and MTA
Bridges and Tunnels.
The Authority partnered with
five local food banks to ensure
donations go to the region each
agency serves, including City
Harvest, Feeding Westchester,
Food Bank of the Hudson Valley,
The Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County and Island Harvest.
Food donations will be collected
at employee facilities throughout
the MTA’s agencies. On Dec. 22,
NYC Transit’s 9/11 Bus will pick
up donations from its division
bus depots, and the “stuffed” bus
will drive those donated items to
City Harvest’s warehouse in Long
Island City. LIRR donations will
be loaded onto a train at Jamaica
bound for Ronkonkoma where
Island Harvest will collect them.
Metro-North, with help from
MTAPD, is making deliveries to
the food banks in its territory as
donation boxes fill-up.
“This year has been one of the
toughest in recent memory, and
the MTA family is proud to team
up with five great local food banks
to give back to those in need this
holiday season,” said Patrick J.
Foye, MTA Chairman and CEO.
“Each agency stepped up and
provided help to the communities
we serve 365 days a year. This
initiative shows the true giving
spirit of MTA employees who
are dedicated to giving back and
keeping us all moving forward.”
“The pandemic hit New York City
hard, affecting everyone’s lives in
many ways. We hope that these
donations can help our fellow
New Yorkers feel a little more
whole,” said Sarah Feinberg, Interim President of New York City
Transit. “As always, our coworkers
rose to the challenge and I could
not be prouder.”

“Our team has been heroes
carrying heroes throughout this
pandemic. Their sacrifice, dedication and strength inspire me
every day. This is just the latest
example,” said Craig Cipriano,
President of MTA Bus Company
and SVP of Buses for New York
City Transit. “Anyway we can
help New Yorkers in need we
will do.”
“The holiday spirit is all about
coming together to give, which
is exactly what our Metro-North
family did,” said Catherine Rinaldi, President of Metro-North
Railroad. “I cannot thank them
enough for enthusiastically responding to this call for help, as
well our local partners throughout
the region.” “The Long Island
Rail Road is not just about moving trains, it’s part of the Long Island community. If one person is
struggling we are all struggling,”
said Phillip Eng, President of
Long Island Rail Road. “We hope
these donations make an impact
on the Long Island communities
that we serve and love so much.”
“This year has pushed us to
a new normal, but the holiday
season spirit remains strong,”
said Daniel F. DeCrescenzo Jr.,
President of MTA Bridges and
Tunnels. “I am pleased that this
effort by the Bridges and Tunnels
workforce and the whole MTA
family will help those in need.”
“The MTAPD will do what it
takes to help those in our communities struggling with hunger,”
said MTAPD Chief of Operations
Joseph McGrann. “Increasing
awareness about the issue of
food insecurity, especially during these challenging times, is
important. We are here for our
neighbors in need.”
According to Feeding America
food banks across the nation have
experienced a surge in demand
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Since the beginning of March,
through the end of October, food
banks have served 4.2 billion
meals nationwide. Over 80%
of food banks are serving more
people now than they were a year
ago. Due to the pandemic, Feeding America estimates that 1 in
6 Americans could face hunger.
Anyone wishing to donate food
or volunteer at their local food
bank can start by visiting Feeding
America’s website or any local
food bank to learn more.

Are The Senior Citizens in Your Life
Safe to Drive?

NHTSA’s Older Driver Safety Awareness Week runs till
December 11

As our nation’s senior population grows, it’s more important
than ever to talk with the older
drivers in your life about safety
on our roads. That’s why the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration is designating the
week of December 7-11 as Older
Driver Safety Awareness Week.
The number of Americans
ages 65 and older increased by
32% from 2009 to 2018, and
crash fatalities in this age group
increased by 30%.
Getting older does not necessari l y mean a person’s driving

days are over, but it’s important
to plan ahead to ensure the safety
of your loved ones on the road.
NHTSA offers resources to help
you learn more about how to
recognize and discuss changes
in your loved ones’ driving. For
more information, visit our resource page.
This Older Driver Safety
Awareness Week, protect your
loved ones by learning about
the factors that can affect one’s
ability to drive safely, as well
as transportation alternatives.
Talking with an older person
about their driving can often be
difficult, but it’s important—
especially before it becomes a
safety issue.
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Queens Times Weekly ...

HOROSCOPE

For the Week of ... 12/17/20- 12/23/20
For Entertainment Purposes Only
ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You need adventure and excitement in your life. You must take
care of health problems that have
been lingering. Your lucky numbers are 3,1,4.
TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Try not to get into disputes that
will lead to estrangements. You
can make money if you put your
savings into conservative investments. Your lucky numbers are
1,8,7.
GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
Someone may be trying to pull
the wool over your eyes. Someone
around you may not be trustworthy. Your lucky numbers are 5,8,1.
CANCER
(June 22- July 22)
Don’t get involved in other people’s private doings. You’ll be
angry if those you live with aren’t
pulling their weight. Your lucky
numbers are 4,5,9.

LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You will have to control the way
you feel. Be cautious when dealing with coworkers. Your lucky
numbers are 5,7,1.
SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You are likely to travel or attend
seminars. Your efforts won’t go
unnoticed. Try not to lend or borrow money this week. Your lucky
numbers are 7,8,5.
SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)
Don’t let others try to create guilt if
you can’t meet their demands. Take
care of yourself or you can expect
to suffer from minor illness. Your
lucky numbers are 7,8,4.
CAPRICORN
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
Your accomplishments could
exceed your expectations. Mix a
little business with pleasure. Try
not to be too aggressive to others.
Your lucky numbers are 3,7,3.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Empty promises will cause confusion. Any attractions toward
clients will be one sided and must
be put right out of your head. Your
lucky numbers are 9.3.2.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Make changes that will enhance
your appearance. Beware of someone who is trying to make you
look bad. Consider volunteer
work with children. Your lucky
numbers are 7.1.8.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Someone close to you will get
angry if you are neglecting your
duties. You will have opportunities to advance. Your lucky numbers are 3,8.9.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
You would be wise to socialize
with as many people as possible.
Don’t hesitate to enlist the aid
of friends or family. Your lucky
numbers are 1,8,9.

Did You
Know?
● Your shoes are the first thing
people subconsciously notice
about you. Wear nice shoes.
● If you sit for more than 11 hours
a day, there’s a 50% chance you’ll
die within the next 3 years.
● There are at least 6 people in
the world who look exactly like
you. There’s a 9% chance that
you’ll meet one of them in your
lifetime.
● Sleeping without a pillow
reduces back pain and keeps your
spine stronger.
● A person’s height is determined
by their father, and their weight is
determined by their mother.
● If a part of your body “falls
asleep”, you can almost always
“wake it up” by shaking your
head.
● There are three things the human brain cannot resist noticing –
Food, attractive people and danger
● Right-handed people tend to
chew food on their right side
● Putting dry tea bags in gym
bags or smelly shoes will absorb
the unpleasant odor.
● According to Albert Einstein,
if honey bees were to disappear
from the earth, humans would be
dead within 4 years.
● There are so many kinds of
apples, that if you ate a new one
every day, it would take over 20
years to try them all.
● You can survive without eating
for weeks, but you will only live
11 days without sleeping.

“Sudoku”

“Try And Find”

“Crossword Puzzle”
July
Launch
Liftoff
Lunar
Mission
Module
Moon
Orbit
Pacific

Photographs
Rendezvous
Rocket
Rocks
Rover
Samples
Scientific
Spacecraft
Tranquility

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Answer to Last
Weeks Puzzles

APOLLO TO THE MOON

Eagle
Earth
Exploration
First
Flag
Flight
Florida
Footprint
Instruments

SUDOKU

www.queenstimes.com

TRY AND FIND

Aldrin
American
Apollo
Armstrong
Astronaut
Capsule
Collins
Columbia
Control
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ACROSS
1. Anagram of “Wort”
5. Not the sciences
9. A satirical comedy
14. Protagonist
15. Large open farm wagon (archaic)
16. Of a pelvic bone
17. With your identity concealed
19. African language
20. Ancient Greek unit of length
21. $10 bills (US slang)
23. A group of women collectively
25. Unassisted
28. Genus of macaws
29. A law enforcement agency
32. Seal
33. A late time of life
34. Aspersion
35. Cut down
36. Elbow
38. Emanation
39. Family lines
40. Dowel
41. Yield
43. Eastern Standard Time
44. Which person?
45. A type of keyboard instrument
46. Men of great strength
48. Eye disease
50. Influence
54. Ridges of sand
55. Record player
57. “Smallest particles”
58. Border
59. Spanish lady
60. Compacted
61. Whip
62. 365 days

DOWN
1. Not that
2. Lease
3. Killer whale
4. Flutes and similar instruments
5. Barley bristle
6. Lifted
7. Moon of Saturn
8. Flurry or blizzard
9. A bone of the lower leg
10. Exclamation expressive of regret
11. A building for skating
12. Felines
13. Anagram of “Cue”
18. Crystal-lined rock
22. Adjoined
24. Figure of speech
25. Habitual practice
26. Vetoes
27. GMan
29. Chimneys
30. Charred
31. Angry
33. It comes from a hen
34. Store clerk
37. Relating to a newborn
42. Choose by voting
44. Hogfish
45. Anagram of “Rustic”
46. List components
47. Aqualung
48. Adorable
49. Shortly
51. Double-reed woodwind
52. Forearm bone
53. Rip
54. Daddy
56. Greatest possible

Play Sudoku online.. Visit www.queenstimes.com
Click on PUZZLES...
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CM Moya 40th Annual Corona Heights Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony
(Continued from page 1)
NYC Councilmember Francisco Moya held the 40th Annual Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony held in PFC William
F. Moore USMC Park in Corona
Heights, with District Leaders Ari
Espinal and Yanna Henriquez.
This year’s Tree Lighting was in
partnership with the Ecuadorian
Civic Committee of NY; Corona
Community Ambulance Corps,
Pres. Al Perna; NYPD 110th Pct.
Community Council and Guida
Funeral Home. The 40th Annual Christmas Tree ceremony
featured a musical performance
and the unveiling of the Winter
Wonderland Art Installation designed by Yessenia Calle. Santa
Claus was also on hand to wish
all a very Merry Christmas and a
Safe and Happy Holiday season.

CM Moya Annual Corona Heights Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony’s Winter Wonderland Art Installation designed by Yessenia Calle.

Flushing Town Hall Presents a Jazzy Virtual Program
With New Music Horizons
New Music Horizons – Collaborative Artists in Concert, led by
founder and director Mark Wade,
is dedicated to the support of new
music in the fields of contemporary jazz and classical music in
the NYC metro area. Having been
presented at Flushing Town Hall
prior to the pandemic, the collaborative artist concert returns on
December 20. The pre-recorded
concerts will be available to watch
for free on Flushing Town Hall’s
YouTube channel.
Mark Wade has been voted one
of the top bassists of 2016, 2018,
and 2019 by the prestigious Downbeat Magazine Reader’s Poll. He
has played with notable jazz artists
such as James Spaulding, Jimmy
Heath, Conrad Herwig, Harry
Whitaker, Pete McGuinness,
Peter Eldridge, Don Byron, and
Stacey Kent.
On December 20 at 5:30 PM,
New Music Horizons Part II presents another set of two dynamic
jazz composers: Bruce Arnold and
Mark Wade. Bruce Arnold will
present a set of solo acoustic guitar
featuring his style of lyrical melodies and raw dissonances. Bruce
Arnold has developed an extensive
reputation as a composer, educator
and guitar virtuoso and has played
with such diverse musicians as
Stuart Hamm, Peter Erskine, Joe
Pass, Joe Lovano, Lennie Pickett,
Randy Brecker, Stanley Clarke,
the Boston Symphony Orchestra.
The Mark Wade Trio will follow

with their brand of group interplay
and expressive improvisation that
has brought them an international
following.
As 2020 nears its end, Flushing
Town Hall launched a fundraising
campaign with a three-minute
video and the goal of raising
$20,000 from individuals by December 31.
Over the past nine months,
Flushing Town Hall has presented
over 200 unique, educational, arts
and cultural events and experiences through their new online series
FTH at HOME, reaching nearly
25,000 households from across the
US, Italy, France, Germany, Guyana, the UK, Australia, and New
Zealand — most of the programs
were free of charge thanks to the
kindness of generous donors.
A “pay-what-you-can” gift
will help the cultural non profit
organization to stay afloat, con-

tinue programming, and recover.
Donations can be made online at
http://www.flushingtownhall.org/
donate.
For calendar listings:
Sunday, December 20, 5:30
PM EDT
New Music Horizons - Collaborative Artists in Concert PART
II: Bruce Arnold & The Mark
Wade Trio
http://www.flushingtownhall.org/
new-music-horizon
New Music Horizons Part II
presents two dynamic jazz composers: Bruce Arnold and Mark
Wade. Bruce Arnold will present
a set of solo acoustic guitar featuring his style of lyrical melodies
and raw dissonances. The Mark
Wade Trio will follow with their
brand of group interplay and expressive improvisation that has
brought them an international
following.

Attorney General James Releases Statements on Biden-Harris
Electoral Win and Attorney General Barr’s Resignation

New York Attorney General
Letitia James tonight released
the following statement after
she and other members of the
electoral college cast their votes
for President-elect Joseph Biden

and Vice President-elect Kamala
Harris, giving them the victory
needed to be inaugurated on January 20, 2021:
“Today, I and other electoral
college members from around
the nation fulfilled the will of the
American people and took the
final steps to ensure Joe Biden and
Kamala Harris become the next
president and vice president of the
United States. Our nation’s voters
can be proud that the electoral process works, and that Americans’
voices have been heard.”
Separately, Attorney General James released the following

statement after it was announced
that U.S. Attorney General William Barr would resign from the
Trump Administration later this
month:
“This evening, President Trump
announced that U.S. Attorney
General Bill Barr would be leaving office later this month. As this
lame duck administration’s days
come to an end, I would remind
President Trump that the rule of
law will prevail and that I, and
others, will fight to protect and
defend the rights enshrined in our
Constitution every single day, no
matter who is attorney general.”

MENG HELPS BRING UNION JOBS
TO BUILD A BETTER FLUSHING

U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (DQueens) issued the following
statement about helping to bring
union jobs to the Flushing waterfront project to build a better
Flushing.

“Over the past several months, I
worked to bring all of the project’s
stakeholders together, and I’m
pleased that these efforts helped
to result in an agreement being
reached. From the public waterfront access to more affordable
housing to the increase in union
jobs, this is a much better project
for our Flushing and Queens community than we would have gotten
as of right (without the approval).
I hope that this project will allow
our community to benefit from
and enjoy responsible growth and
success like other neighborhoods
already do. I want to thank Speaker Johnson and Councilman Koo
for their leadership and Chairman
Moya and the Subcommittee
members for their vote today.”
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MTA Mask Force Hands Out More Masks Across City as
TV News Personalities Make Announcements in the Subway
The Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) Mask
Force has distributed more than
400,000 free masks to riders since
July. Thousands of free masks
were handed out this week by 150
Mask Force volunteers to riders
at stations, on trains and on buses
throughout the five bouroughs of
NYC. In additon to the more than
400,000 free masks distribted to
riders, the MTA has made available
5.8 million masks at station booths,
onboard bus dispensers and at other
locations.
This week, riders at stations
throughout the subway system
began hearing announcements in
both English and Spanish from
local TV news, weather and sports
anchors and reporters reminding
customers that masks are required
on public transit and that free
masks are available at all station
booths.
The multi-pronged operation
also includes public service announcements by actor and activist
Rosie Perez and New York Mets
legend John Franco, as well as
the systemwide signage from
the MTA’s “Operation Respect”
campaign.
“I want to thank the volunteers
who participated in the Mask
Force yesterday, and the anchors
and reporters whose voices we

all know and love for cheerfully
reminding riders to wear masks,”
said Sarah Meyer, NYC Transit
Chief Customer Officer. “Wearing
a mask helps prevent the spread of
COVID-19. It’s a sign of respect to
your fellow riders, and it’s the law.
Since its inception, the Mask Force
has ensured that every person who
enters our transit system can get a
mask.”
Mask usage across the MTA
network is very high, above 96%.
In addition to the MTA equipping
buses with mask dispensers, it has
installed vending machines that
sell personal protective equipment, and launched new capacity

tracking app features to report in
real-time how many passengers
are on a bus, LIRR train car or
Metro-North train car. Train cars
and buses are disinfected at least
daily, and stations are disinfected
at least two times per day.
As part of the MTA’s effort to encourage mask usage, MTA Police
and Bridge and Tunnel Officers
have handed out 13,024 masks to
customers who were not wearing
them, and have gotten 14,353 additional riders to properly adjust their
masks. Free masks are available at
all station booths and from MTA
staff and police officers as well as
bus dispensers throughout the city.
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BP Donovan Richards on Arrival of
Covid-19 Vaccine in Queens

Queens Borough President
Donovan Richards stated the following in response to the arrival
of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine
in New York City, which was
administered first to Northwell
Health Long Island Jewish Medical Center nurse Sandra Lindsay
in Queens.
“More than 95,000 Queens
residents have contracted COVID-19 over the past nine months,
including more than 6,000 of our
friends, neighbors and loved ones

whom we’ve lost to this unforgiving virus. Today’s arrival of a COVID-19 vaccine will not lessen our
collective pain, but today’s historic
feat of science and medicine is the
day we permanently altered the
course of this pandemic - saving
countless lives in the process,”
said Borough President RICHARDS. “It is not lost on Queens
- the epicenter of the epicenter of
this pandemic, where communities of color were hit with starting
severity - that a Black female
healthcare hero administered
New York State’s first dose of the
vaccine to another Black female
healthcare hero. As vaccines
become more widely available,
a just recovery from COVID-19
and the inequalities in our society
it exposed means routing these
life-saving inoculations toward
our historically underserved and
hardest hit communities.

In Loving Memory of Vita Brome

Con Edison Test Driving E-School Buses Toward Improved
Reliability And Cleaner Air
Con Edison has begun using
the batteries on five electric school
buses to provide power to its customers, marking the first time in
New York State that electricity
has flowed from buses into a utility’s grid.
By day, the e-buses from Lion
Electric, a North American leader
in heavy-duty zero emission transportation, carry students to an elementary school in White Plains.
They displace runs by buses that
burn diesel, meaning better air
quality in the Westchester County
community.
Con Edison and its partners
have begun sending power from
the batteries into its grid, a milestone in a demonstration project
Con Edison began in 2018. The
five buses can each discharge 10
kilowatts. For the five buses, that’s
50 kilowatts or 50,000 watts.
That is a small amount of power
for a utility grid with the capacity
to reliably serve millions of homes
and businesses in Westchester
County and New York City. But
the goal of the project is to explore
the technological and economic
potential of using e-school buses
on a wider scale to improve air
quality and grid reliability.
There are approximately 1,000
school buses operating in Westchester and 8,000 in New York
City that could make a significant
difference if converted to electric.
“We think electric school buses
may provide an opportunity to
achieve two of our company’s
goals, which are reducing carbon
emissions and maintaining our
industry-leading reliability,” said
Brian Ross, Con Edison’s manager
for the project. “We are innovating to help our state and region
achieve a clean energy future in
which electric vehicles will have

a big role.”
The White Plains school district put the buses on the road for
the 2018-2019 school year and
has found them to be reliable
transportation. The company and
its partners have since developed
solutions to technical challenges,
such as coordinating communication between the buses, the
chargers and the batteries.
The charging and discharging
takes place at a depot in North
White Plains. The buses plug
into a charger when the demand
for power is low. The chargers
reverse the flow of power into the
grid at times when the buses are
not transporting children.
The buses are manufactured by
Lion Electric in North America
with vehicle-to-grid (V2G) technology, and operated for the school
district by National Express.
“Our operators are dedicated
to enabling the success of school
bus electrification and V2G for the

White Plains School District, with
safety and reliability remaining
our top priorities,” said Charlie
Bruce, senior vice president of
Business Development for National Express.
“Our V2G software platform is
designed to deliver grid services
such as those to Con Edison from
electric school buses”, said Gregory Poilasne, chairman and CEO of
Nuvve Corp. “The electric buses
provide a cleaner environment
for communities and help lower
CO2 emissions while ensuring
that driving energy needs are met
every day.”
Nuvve is a San Diego-based,
green energy technology company
and a leader in vehicle-to-grid
and a partner in the White Plains
project.
Con Edison contracted with
First Priority Group to help develop and manage the project.
(Continued on page 9)

Vita Brome was an active
member of the East Elmhurst
and Corona communities, Veta
donated her time and resources
toward the betterment of her
community. For 15 years Veta
was a member of the Board of
Directors for Elmcor where
she served as Vice Chair and
Chair. In addition, Veta served
as the female District Leader for
Assembly District 35A, was a
Lifetime Member of the NAACP,
member of the Episcopal Church
of Grace and Resurrection, the
Frederick Douglas Democratic
Association, Queens Chamber
of Commerce, the East Elmhurst
Corona Civic Association and the

National Association of Professional Women Assoc. to name a
few. Beyond her many memberships and affiliations, Veta was
survived by her husband Edward
Ligon and his mother Katherine,
son and daughter-in-Law Carl
and Eli’Ana, her Grandchildren:
Fernando, Makeda-lone, D’Mitri,
and Dominque; their mother Patricia; four great-grandchildren:
Gabrielle, Sabian, John-Michael,
and Julian-Lucas, brothers, and
sisters Mildred, Elise, Albert,
Charles, lone and Annette; and
several nephews and nieces here
in the United States, in addition to
those in Barbados, and England;
too numerous to mention.

WE’RE HIRING!

I mmediate pos ition s for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation

offers private school bus
service from Queens to Bronx
High School of Science and
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College
For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact:
(718) 961-7600
www.ValloTransportation.com
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(Dec. 18 to Dec. 24)
Who’s going to win the battle
between the Visigoths and the
Mall Goths? Who will freeze
while watching a play? Who
will cure depression with trees?
Queens presents a wide array of
events -- and provokes a wide array of questions -- this week.
● Dec. 18, Christmas Treasures
from the Jim Henson Collection,
7 pm. The Museum of the Moving
Image offers a behind-the-scenes
exploration of characters, stories,
and rarely displayed items from
Jim Henson’s many Christmasrelated productions.
● Dec. 18, Parents Night Out:
Gift of Time, 5:30 pm. Drop off
the youngsters for such activities
as storytime, night hike, winter
craft, nature-themed games, and
animal encounters. Alley Pond
Environmental Center, 224-65
76th Ave., Oakland Gardens.
● Dec. 18, The Syncretism of
Boricua Cultural Tradition, 7
pm. Jamaica Center for Arts &
Learning screens an investigative
documentary on Puerto Rican
Bomba music and dance with a
panel discussion.
● Dec. 19, The Gift of the Magi,
1 pm. A special outdoor reading of
O. Henry’s classic story, “The Gift
of the Magi,” with social distancing. Renowned actor, raconteur,
and Queens native Kevin R. Free
performs in the three-acre pasture.
Queens County Farm Museum,
73-50 Little Neck Pkwy, Glen
Oaks.
●
Dec. 19, Forest Therapy
Experience, 10:30 am. A forest
bathing experience in the Japanese Shinrin-Yoku tradition led
by certified forest therapy guide
Linda Lombardo of Wild Heart
Nature Connection. Limited to 12
participants. Alley Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 76th Ave.,
Oakland Gardens.
● Dec. 19, A Musical Journey
through Queens, 3 pm. Kupferberg Center for the Arts is taking a
musical trek through the borough.
In this episode, Brooklyn-based
multi-instrumentalist Elena Moon
Park plays reimagined folk and
children’s songs from East Asia.
Sing and dance to Taiwanese train
songs, Korean and Chinese New
Year’s ditties, Tibetan jump rope
rhymes, and more. A Q&A with
the artists follows.
● Dec. 19, Game Play: Visigoths
vs. Mall Goths, 6 pm. In this indie
game by NYC designer Lucian
Kahn, players join in the comedic and dramatic adventures of
1990s teenage mall goths, who
are given to silly arguments and
jealous competition. Education
Game Artist-in-Residence Sharang Biswas hosts the event from
the Museum of the Moving Image’s video game gallery.
● Dec. 19, Let It Snow, 10:30 am.
A lesson about snow with info on
everything from Ice Age creatures
to the physics behind skiing down
mountain slopes followed by a
winter nature walk with animal
track matching. Alley Pond Environmental Center, 224-65 76th
Ave., Oakland Gardens.

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.
General Auto Repairs
(Foreingn and Domestic)
Accessories
• Tires • Batteries
• Electronic Tune-ups
• Inspection Station
• Towing

FTH Guitar

ARIS & FRANK

43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY
Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

(718) 592-7470

Shinnecock
● Dec. 19, Beading Workshop,
3 pm. Jamaica Center for Arts &
Learning offers a workshop on
beaded, sun-shaped necklaces
with Russia native Vera Solovyeva, who will also discuss the
Sakha tradition and some related
rituals, traditional patterns, and
sacred meanings.
● Dec. 19, Poetry & Dialogue,
5 pm. Jamaica Center for Arts &
Learning and the Local Poets of
Color literary group share poetry
and stories with a Q&A.
● Dec. 19, Puerto Rico Report
Back and Poetry, Part II, 7 pm.
This Jamaica Center for Arts &
Learning program begins with an
update on current affairs in Puerto
Rico, followed by poetry readings
from Angel Martinez, Nancy Mercado, and Rafael Landron.
● Dec. 19, Nature Bingo, 1:30
pm. Children enjoy an exciting
game of Nature Bingo and learn
about plants and animals. Each
youngster takes home a science
book.
●
Dec. 20, Piñata Workshop,
2:30 pm. Celebrate a Mexican
tradition and learn how to make
– and break, of course -- a piñata.
The workshop includes info on
the piñata’s history, meaning, and
popularity.
● Dec. 20, New Music Horizons:
Collaborative Artists in Concert,
5:30 pm. Flushing Town Hall presents dynamic, acoustic jazz with

Mark Wade on bass and Bruce
Arnold on guitar. Expect lyrical
melodies and raw dissonances.
● Dec. 20, 1,000 Years a Witness, 1 pm. Jamaica Center for
Arts & Learning screens this
documentary on Shinnecock elders talking about their childhood
days, followed by a conversation
with the filmmakers. The Shinnecock Indian Nation is in Suffolk
County, Long Island.
● Dec. 20, We Are Still Here:
Caribbean Indigenous Peoples, 3
pm. The United Confederation of
Taíno People and the Caribbean
Amerindian Development Organization co-host this Jamaica Center
for Arts & Learning program on
Caribbean Indigenous Peoples,
which includes presentations by
the Kasibahagua Taíno Cultural
Society and a panel discussion on
contemporary Indigenous Peoples
from Puerto Rico, Dominica, Barbados, and Guyana.
●
Dec. 20, Kwanzaa 2020
Global Edition, 6 pm. Jamaica
Center for Arts & Learning hosts
a Kwanzaa ceremony via Zoom
with the chance to talk to the
choreographers.
● Dec. 22, Center of Attention:
Sun at Noon, 2 pm. Noguchi Museum Educator Matthew Capezzuto leads an interactive virtual
learning program for adults centered on Noguchi’s 1969 piece
“Sun at Noon.”

(718) 699-2499
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Meng Introduces Legislation to Provide Relief For Working
Families With Young Children Participating in Optional
Virtual or Hybrid Learning Models
Congresswoman calls for paid
leave and her measure to be
included in the next coronavirus
relief bill as Senate negotiates
aid package
U.S. Rep. G race Meng
(D-Queens) announced that she
introduced the Access To Homebased Options and More Ease
with Learning Act – or the AT
HOME Learning Act – to help
families with young children balance work and remote learning
responsibilities.
The first COVID-19 relief
package, the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA)
that became law on March 18,
2020, created a temporary paid
leave program for many working
families. Under this initiative, employees could take up to two weeks
of emergency paid sick leave and
up to 12 weeks of emergency family medical leave. Specifically,
under the FFCRA, eligible employees may take paid leave when
a minor child’s school or place of
care are closed. On August 27,
2020, however, the Department of
Labor published guidance which
excludes families from accessing
the FFCRA leave program if the
family chooses virtual learning
when given an option to send the
child to in-person school or if the
school is operating on an alternate
or hybrid-attendance model.
As such, the AT HOME Learning Act would:
• Amend the Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA)

provisions to include leave for
employees who are unable to work
due to children being enrolled in
optional virtual or hybrid learning
environments; and,
• Extend these benefits through
the end of the 2020-2021 academic
year – to June 25, 2021. Current
benefits are set to expire on December 31, 2020.
“As a mom of two young boys, I
am extremely concerned about the
stress and strain that this pandemic has on working families. It has
forced parents, especially moms,
to be a full-time worker, caregiver,
and teacher,” said Congresswoman Meng. “These moms are bearing the burden of this pandemic.
We have heard the heartbreaking realities of working moms,
especially those with younger
children, leaving the labor force
in droves. The majority of women
are facilitating remote learning for
their younger children – which
negatively impacts their careers.
In fact, 80 percent of mothers of
kids under 12 years of age have
said they are the lead parent supervising remote learning. As I have
heard from moms everywhere:
something has to give, before
something ultimately breaks. That
is why my bill would provide relief
to working parents who choose to
opt for virtual learning if they have
vulnerable household members, or
their school operates in a hybrid
learning model. It would increase
parents’ options to select the
learning plan that best meets the
health needs of their families. It

would allow them to balance work
responsibilities and schoolwork,
while providing financial relief.”
“No parent should have to
choose between the health of
their family or the health of their
child’s education,” added Meng.
“But we know that paid leave is
one of the best tools to fighting
the pandemic. That is why paid
leave must be at the table of any
COVID-19 negotiations. I urge
support of my legislation, and call
on my colleagues to not let paid
leave expire for millions of working families.”
“We applaud Congresswoman
Meng for her leadership in addressing the caregiving and remote learning challenges that
mothers, who are more likely to
shoulder the child care responsibilities, are facing during the pandemic,” said Erika L. Moritsugu,
Vice President for Congressional
Relations at the National Partnership for Women and Families.
“The AT HOME Learning Act
establishes critical paid leave and
paid sick day policies to ensure
that women who lack caregiving
options can take the time off that
they need to support their children
without being forced to leave the
workforce. This bill would go a
long way towards helping the one
in four women who have children
at home and are struggling to
meet the dual demands of work
and family.”
The AT HOME Learning Act
is endorsed by the National Partnership for Women and Families.

Pheffer Amato Partners With Rockaway Leaders Alliance to
Launch “She Should Run” Essay Contest
Assembly woman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-South Queens)
announced that she is partnering
with the Rockaway Leaders Alliance (RLA), a collection of public
school leaders on the Rockaway
Peninsula, to launch an essay contest inspired by the Barbie’s ‘She
Should Run’ Campaign Team set
of dolls. This set presents Barbie
with new career opportunities as
a candidate, campaign manager,
fundraiser, and voter. The essay
contest asks students to submit
300-500 words answering the
question, “If you had political
power to change a law or create a
new one, what law would it be and
why?” The contest, open to 4th
and 5th Graders at participating
public schools, will run through
December 18th. The winners of
the contest will receive one set

of the She Should Run Barbie
Campaign Team, donated to
the contest by Assemblywoman
Stacey Pheffer Amato.
“I was so excited when I saw
this set! Finally, these toys recognize that our young girls aspire
to break through barriers and
become future leaders,” Pheffer
Amato said. “This groundbreaking collection by Barbie and She
Should Run presented a perfect
opportunity to work with the
Rockaway Leaders Alliance to
engage our students in a meaningful way. We’re asking them
what they think and letting them
know that their voices matter you never know, maybe my next
new bill will come from one of
these essays!”
“I am so excited to participate
in the She Should Run Essay Con-

test,” Phoebe Robinson, Principal
of PS 253Q and Founder of the
Rockaway Leaders Alliance said.
“This is an exciting opportunity
for our students to not only see
what diverse representation looks
like in a political campaign, but
to research, learn about an issue
important to them, formulate an
opinion and have their voices
heard. I want to thank Assemblywoman Pheffer Amato for making this opportunity available,
and I look forward to seeing some
of the submissions!”
According to the Barbie website, “Barbie has teamed up with
She Should Run to encourage
girls to use their voices to advocate for what matters to them
while equipping them with tools
to help them get involved and effect change.”

Pheffer Amato Announces Maura Avington as Legislative Aide

Assemblywoman Stacey
Pheffer Amato (D-Rockaway)
recently announced that she has
hired a new Legislative Aide
and Community Liaison, Maura
Avington. Avington recently
graduated with her Master’s degree in Public Administration at
St. John’s University in Jamaica,
Queens.
During her undergraduate
years at St. John’s, Avington
immersed herself in constituent
services at every level of government. She began by working
for Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand in

Medicaid and Medicare, FEMA,
and Social Security casework, advocating for constituents all over
New York State. While obtaining
her Master’s degree, Avington
also served as a District Office
Fellow for Assemblywoman Nily
Rozic, conducting research for
her legislative team. After graduating in May 2020, she pursued
an internship with Rep. Grace
Meng’s office in Washington,
D.C. to further learn about policy
at the federal level.
Avington is excited about
constituent services and making

sure that policy works for the
people, and she has already begun
working on environmental and
transportation legislation for the
2020-2021 session.
“Maura came into our office when we needed all hands
on-deck and completely jumped
into every aspect of our work
without reservation,” Pheffer
Amato said. “She is passionate
about both legislative issues and
helping our community on the
ground, and I look forward to
her many contributions to the
office!”
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CM Adrienne Adams Appointed
Chair of the Public Safety Committee
Council Member Adams replaces
former Council Member Donovan
Richards
Speaker Corey Johnson today
announced the appointment of
Council Member Adrienne Adams as Chair of the Committee on
Public Safety for the remaining of
the current legislative term. Adams is replacing former Council
Member Donovan Richards, now
Queens Borough President. The
Committee on Public Safety,
which has oversight over the New
York Police Department, is one of
the Council’s most critical committees. It also has jurisdiction
over the Civilian Complaint Review Board, the Mayor’s Office of
Criminal Justice, the courts, legal
services, the district attorney’s office and the Office of the Special
Narcotics Prosecutor.
Before being appointed to chair
the Committee on Public Safety,
Council Member Adams was the
Chair of the Subcommittee on
Landmarks, Public Sitings, and
Dispositions. As chair of the subcommittee, she pushed for greater
representation for all New Yorkers
of varied backgrounds and in all
boroughs. She believes that designations should reflect the City’s

inclusive mosaic.
“The Council’s Committee on
Public Safety plays a critical role
in holding NYPD accountable and
making changes to improve how
the department operates. Council
Member Adams will push the
NYPD to be more transparent
and practice smart and fair law
enforcement, and I look forward
to working with her and all committee members to make our city
stronger,” said Speaker Johnson.
“I am honored to serve as
Chair to the Committee on Public
Safety, and I am committed to
put forth my efforts to increase
public confidence and improve
the safety and well-being of all
New Yorkers. With this assignment I am recommitted to ensure
that all voices are heard. I thank
Speaker Corey Johnson for placing his confidence in me and I
look forward to working within
this capacity, with my colleagues
on the committee, and the entire
City Council to move New York
City into a more unified progressive direction. I look forward
to putting forth a very robust
agenda from my committee,”
said Council Member Adrienne
Adams, Chair of the Committee
on Public Safety.

Con Edison Test Driving E-School
Buses Toward Improved Reliability
And Cleaner Air
(Continued from page 7)
“Our goal was to bring industry
experts together in a collaborative fashion to design and install
one of the first true bi-directional
V2G solutions in the U.S.” said
Alex Cherepakhov, FPG’s chairman and CEO. “Vehicle-to-Grid
integration is the next step in the
evolution of EV fleet power technology and we are pleased to have
collaborated with our partners in
making this happen.”
National Express pays the energy costs during the school year.
Con Edison, the New York State
Energy Research and Development Authority and National Express contributed to paying for the
buses. Con Edison and National
Express paid for the chargers.
The upfront cost of electric
school buses is higher than diesel
buses. But using electric school
buses for vehicle-to-grid purposes
could make them more attractive
to school districts, the communities they serve, and the bus opera-

tors that provide the service.
School schedules match up
well with the power needs of Con
Edison’s 3.5 million customers.
School buses are generally idle
during the summer, which is when
utility customers’ need for power
rises due to air conditioning. Discharging power from the buses
into the grid at these times of
high demand would take stress off
Con Edison electric-distribution
equipment.
Among the questions the project will answer is whether the
frequent charging and discharging
will speed the degradation of the
batteries.
Con Edison is a subsidiary of
Consolidated Edison, Inc. [NYSE:
ED], one of the nation’s largest investor-owned energy companies,
with approximately $13 billion in
annual revenues and $60 billion
in assets. The utility provides
electric, gas and steam service to
more than three million customers
in New York City and Westchester
County, New York.

Koo, Speaker Johnson, Moya,
Salamanca, And Labor Unions . . .
(Continued from page 3)
deeply appreciate the Council
Members’
support
in moving Flushing
forward, particularly the leadership of Council Member Peter
Koo, Chairs Francisco Moya and
Rafael Salamanca, and Speaker
Corey Johnson. In addition to
substantially increasing annual
taxes (from roughly $1.3 million
property tax, to more than $164
million in combined real estate
and other taxes), there will be
3,700+ permanent jobs, thousands

of construction jobs, affordable
housing, a focused effort on local
hiring and purchasing of goods
and services, workforce training,
expansion of the customer base
for local small businesses, a new
traffic-alleviating public road
network, community spaces, open
spaces, children’s playgrounds,
and a beautiful waterfront for
the entire community to use and
enjoy. With approval, the Special
Flushing Waterfront District will
progress Flushing and further
make this special and proud community a destination.”
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Attorney General James Urges Sweeping Reforms
to NYC Tax Lien Sale
In Letter to Mayor de Blasio
and Council Speaker Johnson, AG James Calls for
Elimination of Annual Tax
Lien Auction, Utilization
of Community Land Trusts
and Land Banks
New York Attorney General Letitia James called
on New York City Mayor
Bill de Blasio and New
York City Council Speaker
Corey Johnson to enact
per manent, meaningf ul
reform to the tax lien sale.
The authorizing legislation
allowing the city to conduct
the lien sale expires on
December 31, 2020, providing an opportunity for
significant reform. In a letter to Mayor de Blasio and
Speaker Johnson, Attorney
General James urged New
York City to utilize community land trusts and land
banks for delinquent properties, ensuring residents
can stay in their homes.
“In the new year, we
will have an opportunity to
transform the tax lien sale
from a process that tears
down neighborhoods to one
that builds them up,” said
Attorney General James.
“With a few key changes
to the way we approach tax
liens, we are able to create
a system that keeps homeowners in their homes,
and stabilizes neighborhoods, all while continuing

to allow the city to collect
tax revenue. For the benefit
of all New Yorkers, I urge
Mayor de Blasio and the
New York City Council to
enact real, lasting reform to
the tax lien sale.”
Every year, the New
York City Department of
Finance (DOF) holds a tax
lien sale, through which
the tax liens on properties for unpaid property
taxes and water bills are
sold off in an auction. The
terms imposed by the tax
lien sale on New Yorkers
are dramatic: mandatory
five percent surcharges,
legal fees, and a nine or 18
percent interest rate that
compounds daily. These
additional fees can quickly
turn a relatively small tax
lien into an overwhelming
financial burden, eventually pushing homeowners
into foreclosure. By utilizing community land trusts
and land banks instead of
an auction, residents can
remain in their homes and
properties will be permanently secured as community assets.
New York City’s authorizing legislation to hold
the tax lien sale expires December 31, and it requires
action from the New York
City Council to reauthorize
any tax liens sales after
that date.
On August 31, 2020, At-

torney General James and a
group of 57 local, state, and
federal officials urged the
delay of the city’s annual
tax and water lien sale. In
a letter, the group called for
the removal of more than
4,700 Class 1 Properties, or
residential buildings with
three or fewer units, from
the tax lien sale. On September 4, 2020, Governor
Andrew Cuomo issued an
executive order temporarily halting the lien sale
through the end of 2020.
Attorney General James
has long advocated for
reforms to the lien sale program to address some of its
gravest housing injustices,
and continues those calls
today, including:
• Eliminating water and
sewer lien sales for lowand middle-income occupants of one-to-three
family homes (there are
currently 482 Class 1 properties on the list that have
water debt only);
• Creating a “Homeowner
Advocate” position who
would help homeowners
navigate different agencies
involved in the tax lien sale
(no such position currently
exists); and
• Excluding non-profits
and houses of worship from
both the water and the
property tax lien sale (there
are currently 44 non-profit
properties on the list).

New York State Announces More Than $100
Million in Additional Food Assistance For December
Nearly 2.8 million New
Yorkers Now Relying on
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
More than $900 Million
in Emergency Benef its
D i s t r i bu t e d S t a t e w i de
Since April
The New York State Office of Temporary and Disability Assistance (OTDA)
has announced more than
$100 million in additional
emergency food assistance
to help New Yorkers avoid
food insecurity during the
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. For a tenth consecutive month, about 700,000
low-income individuals
and families enrolled in the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
will receive additional food
benefits to bring them up
to the maximum allowable
amount for December.
“The economic uncertainty resulting from this
unprecedented public health
emergency is causing untold
hardship throughout New
York State,” said OTDA
Commissioner Mike Hein.
“This continued assistance
is helping hundreds of thou-

sands of New Yorkers to
feed themselves and their
families as we collectively
navigate the turmoil caused
by the global pandemic.”
Administered by OTDA,
the emergency assistance is
issued to any SNAP household that does not ordinarily
receive the maximum allowable benefit per month,
which varies by household
size, and is $204 for an individual and $680 for a family
of four. OTDA will begin
distributing these benefits
to households this week and
will continue the distribution
through the remainder of
the month. About half of all
households receiving SNAP
will receive additional benefits for December.
Under the direction
of Governor Andrew M.
Cuomo last spring, OTDA
submitted a plan to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture to provide emergency
supplemental payments to
any SNAP household getting less than the maximum
monthly benefit. Since that
time, approximately $900
million in additional benefits have been distributed,
bringing much needed federal dollars to local retailers

throughout the state.
The supplement has
brought an average additional food benefit of about $145
per household each month.
As with the prior months,
the payments will be delivered directly to recipients’
existing Electronic Benefit
Transfer (EBT) account and
can be accessed with their
existing EBT card. Like
regular SNAP benefits, the
supplemental benefits can
be used to purchase food at
authorized retail food stores.
Any unused SNAP benefits
will be automatically carried
over to the following month.
Struggling New Yorkers
continue to rely heavily on
SNAP as the COVID-19
pandemic continues. As of
October, there were nearly
2.8 million SNAP recipients
throughout the state, an 8
percent increase from the
same month in 2019.
For more information on
the emergency supplemental
SNAP benefits, including
answers to frequently asked
questions, visit otda.ny.gov/
SNAP-COVID-19. New
Yorkers can check their eligibility for SNAP and apply
online by visiting mybenefits.ny.gov.
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ADMINISTRATION CITATION
File No. 2020-106
SURROGATE’S COURT QUEENS COUNTY
SUPPLEMENTAL CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK,
By the Grace of God Free and
Independent,
TO Gerald Foster
Cynthia Freeman
Annette Bostick
Beverly Milton
Queens County Public
Administrator
Heirs at law, next of kin, and
distributees of Ann Foster,
deceased, if living, and if any
of them be dead to their heirs
at law, next of kin, distributees,
legatees, executors,
administrators, assignees
and successors in interest
whose names are unknown and
cannot be ascertained after due
diligence
A petition having been duly
filed by JPMorgan Chase Bank,
N.A., who is domiciled at 7255
Baymeadows Way,
Jacksonville, Florida 32256 c/o
Shapiro, DiCaro & Barak, LLC,
175 Mile Crossing Boulevard,
Rochester, NY 14624
YOU ARE HEREBY CITED
TO SHOW CAUSE before the
Surrogate’s Court, Queens
County, at 88-11 Sutphin
Boulevard, Room 62, Queens
County Courthouse, Jamaica,
NY 11435, on January 14,
2021 at 9:30 o’clock in the
fore noon of that day, why a
decree should not be made in
the estate of Anne Foster lately
domiciled at 81-05 Hammels
Blvd., Rockaway Beach , New
York 11693, in the County of
Queens, State of New York
granting Limited Letters of
Administration upon the estate
of the decedent to Gerald
Foster or Cynthia Freeman
or Annette Bostick or Beverly
Milton or any other eligible
distributees of the decedent,
and upon their default or failure
to qualify, then to the Queens
County Public Administrator,
and if they are permitted to
renounce, then to Deborah
A. Case, Esq., the nominee of
the Petitioner, or to such other
person as may be entitled
thereto; and
That the authority of the
representative under the
foregoing Letters be limited
as follows:
To receive service of process
on behalf of the Estate of Anne
Foster relative to a mortgage
foreclosure action commenced
in Queens County Supreme
Court to foreclose the mortgage
dated October 1, 2010 to secure
the sum of $241,787.52, relative
to real property located at 6957 Hillmeyer Avenue, Arverne,
NY 11692.
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS SERVED UPON YOU AS
REQUIRED BY LAW. AS A
RESULT OF THE MEASURES
ADOPTED
BY THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
THE COURTHOUSE ON THE
R E T U R N DAT E I S N OT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,

OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
Dated, Attested and Sealed,
November 17, 2020
H O N. PE T ER J. K ELLY,
Surrogate
JAMES LIM BECKER, Chief
Clerk
Name of Attorney for Petitioner
: Frank M. Cassara, Esq., of
Shapiro, DiCaro & Barak, LLC
Address : 175 Mile Crossing
Boulevard, Rochester, NY
14624
Telephone No. : (585) 247-9000
Note: This citation is served
upon you as required by law.
You are not required to appear.
If you fail to appear it will be
assumed you do not object to
the relief requested. You have a
right to have an attorney-at-law
appear for you. #98694
12/17, 24,31/2020&1/7/2021

Borough Services Apparel
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY)
11/16/2020. Cty: Queens.
SSNY desig. as agent upon
whom process against may be
served & shall mail process
to 168 04 110 rd., Queens,
NY 11433. General Purpose.
12/17,24,31/2020,1/7,14&21/2021

Notice of Formation of EMPORIS
SHOULD DAILY LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 09/18/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent of
LLC upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 39-20 Main Street,
2FL #242, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/10,17,24,31/2020,1/7&14/2021
Notice of Formation of 56-25
56th Lots 7 & 18 Parking Lot LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. of
State of NY (SSNY) on 11/18/20.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o Leslie Tabet, 19 Inkberry
St, East Hampton, NY 11937.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/10,17,24,31/2020,1/7&14/2021
www.queenstimes.com

Notice of Formation of DMIA
SERVICES LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/11/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 87-42, 144th Street,
Briarwood, NY 11435-3126.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/17,24,31/2020,1/7,14&21/2021
365 BAY SHORE INDUSTRIAL
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with
the SSNY on 11/10/20. Office:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of the
LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail copy of process
to the LLC, c/o Criterion
Group LLC, 28-18 Steinway
Street, Astoria, NY 11103.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/17,24,31/2020,1/7,14&21/2021
Notice of Formation of SHE
IS MADE LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 09/09/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 108-23 217 Place,
Queens Village, NY 11429.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/10,17,24,31/2020,1/7&14/2021
Notice is hereby given that a
license, number 1332518 for
on-premises Liquor has been
applied for by the undersigned
to sell liquor at retail in a
restaurant under the Alcoholic
Beverage Control Law at 76-19
Roosevelt Avenue, Jackson
Heights, NY 11372 for on
premises consumption. Saraeli
Enterprises Corp d/b/a Evolution.
12/10&17/2020
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Notice of Formation of HOUS
OF ESTHETICS LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 10/27/2020.
Office location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 75-36 67th
Road, Middle Village, NY 11379.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/12,19,26,12/3,10&17/2020

Notice of formation of Telex
Consulting LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 9/21/2020.
Of fice located in Queens
Count y. SSNY has been
designated for ser vice of
process. SSNY shall mail a
copy of any process served
against the LLC to 6064 68th
Ave, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
11/19,26,12/3,10,17&24/2020

Notice of Formation of TEAM
IN STEAM EXPERIENCE
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY)
on 06/23/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
1967 WEHRLE Drive, Suite
1 #086, Buffalo, NY 14221.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/12,19,26,12/3,10&17/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
SPECL AND GROUP, LLC
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/10/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 240-19 Jamaica
Avenue, Bellerose, NY 11426.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/12,19,26,12/3,10&17/2020

upon such persons named in
Paragraph (6) whose names
or whereabouts are unknown
and cannot be ascertained or
who may be persons on whom
service by personal delivery
cannot be made.
NOTICE: THIS CITATION
IS S ERV ED U PO N YO U
AS REQUIRED BY L AW.
A S A R ES U LT O F T H E
MEASURES ADOPTED BY
THE COURT TO COMBAT
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19,
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT
T H E CO U RT H O US E O N
THE RETURN DATE IS NOT
POSSIBLE. THEREFORE, IF
YOU WISH TO CONTEST THE
RELIEF REQUESTED, YOU,
OR AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT
THE COURT PRIOR TO THIS
DATE IN THE MANNER SET
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT
CONTACT THE COURT AS
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE
IT WILL BE FOUND YOU
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF
REQUESTED.
* A copy of this citation and
account and all amendments
to it, if any, shall be served on
the guardian ad litem, Dominic
Villoni, ESQ.
Dated, Attested and Sealed,
5th Day of November, 2020
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate, Queens County
James Lim Becker
Chief Clerk of the Surrogate’s
Court
A t t o r n ey f o r Pe t i t i o n e r :
Salamon, Gruber, Blaymore &
Strenger, P.C.
Telephone No. (516)625-1700
Address: 97 Powerhouse
Road, Suite 102
Roslyn Heights, NY 11577
Email Address:
rclinard@sgnblaw.com
11/26,12/3,10&17/2020

Notice of Formation of 108-39
Union LLC. Art. of Org. filed
Sec’y of State (SSNY) 11/12/20.
Office location: Queens Co.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to:
c/o Vincent C. Travagliato, Esq.,
DelBello Donnellan Weingarten
et al., One North Lexington
Ave, White Plains, NY 10601.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
11/26,12/3,10,17,24&31/2020

Notice of Formation of
ELMWOOD ARMS, LLC Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 09/02/20.
O f f i c e l o c at i o n: Q u e e ns
County. Princ. office of LLC:
7001 Brush Hollow Rd., Ste.
200, Westbury, NY 11590.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to
c/o Kaled Management Corp.
at the princ. office of the LLC.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
11/26,12/3,10,17,24&31/2020

Accounting Citation
Surrogate’s Court
Queens County
File No. 2012-4746/C
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE
OF NEW YORK
BY THE GRACE OF GOD,
FREE AND INDEPENDENT
T O : TA N YA Y. C R U Z ;
LO R R AI N E D iPI ETRO;
BRITTANY CRUZ-DiPIETRO;
MICHAEL CRUZ-DiPIETRO;
and CARLOS M. CRUZ If living
and if dead, to his heirs at law,
next of kin and distributees
whose names and places
of residence are unknown
and if he died subsequent
to the decedent herein, to
his executors, administrators,
legatees, devisees, assignees
and successors in interest
whose name and places of
residence are unknown and
to all other heirs at law, next of
kin and distributees of HATTIE
CRUZ, a/k/a HATTIE L. CRUZ,
a/k/a HATTIE LUVENIA CRUZ,
the decedent herein, whose
names and places of residence
are unknown and cannot after
diligent inquiry be ascertained.
being the persons interested as
creditors, legatees, distributees
or otherwise in the estate of
HATTIE CRUZ, a/k/a HATTIE
L . C RUZ , a / k /a H AT TI E
LUVENIA CRUZ, deceased
who at the time of her death
was a resident of 118-38 221st
Street, Cambria Heights, in
the county of Queens, State of
New York,
SEND GREETING.
Upon the petition of WILLIS
REED residing at 100-24 198th
Street, Hollis, New York 11423
you and each of you are hereby
cited to show cause before the
Surrogate at the Surrogate’s
Court of the County of Queens,
to be held at Queens General
Court House 6th floor, 88-11
Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica,
City and State of New York, on
the 7th Day of January, 2021 at
9:30, A.M. why the account of
proceedings of WILLIS REED,
as Executor of said deceased,
a copy of which is attached
should not be judicially settled.
(Set forth fully all relief prayed
for in wherefore clause)
and why payment of unpaid
Executor’s commissions in
the amount of $5,386.74
should not be approved; why
a sum equal to the amount
to which CARLOS M. CRUZ
is entitled from the estate
should not be paid over to and
deposited with the New York
City Department of Finance
to be held for the benefit of
CARLOS M. CRUZ until such
time as the whereabouts
of CA RLOS M. CRUZ is
ascertained in the event the
whereabouts of CARLOS
M. CRUZ remains unknown
at the time of distribution of
the assets of the estate; why
process should not be issued
to all necessary parties who
have not appeared to show
cause why the relief requested
should not be granted; and
why an order should not be
granted directing the service
of process pursuant to the
provisions of SCPA Article 3

N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
PLUSREALTYNY LLC Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 11/02/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 117-01 Park Lane South,
B3F, Richmond Hill, NY 11418.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/12,19,26,12/3,10&17/2020
Tire Town of Queens LLC Articles
of Org. filed with NY Sec. of State
(SSNY) 10/22/20. Office location:
Queens County. SSNY desig.
agent of LLC upon whom process
may be served. SSNY shall mail a
copy of process to c/o Law Offices
of C. Fred Weil, 35 Roosevelt
Avenue, Syosset, NY 11791.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/3,10,17,24,31/2020&1/7/2021
Notice of Formation of 84
St. Nicholas Property LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
11/ 6/20. O f f ic e loc ation:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSNY
shall mail process to: 13620 Roosevelt Ave, Room
288, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/19,26,12/3,10,17&24/2020
ZI A N G A S C O N S U LT I N G
SERVICES LLC. Ar ts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
11/09/20. Of fice: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, 166-12 23rd Avenue,
W h i t e s t o n e , N Y 113 5 7.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
11/19,26,12/3,10,17&24/2020
Notice of formation of Telex
Consulting LLC. Articles of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 9/21/2020.
Of fice located in Queens
C ount y. SSNY has been
designated for ser vice of
process. SSNY shall mail a
copy of any process served
against the LLC to 6064 68th
Ave, Ridgewood, NY 11385.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
12/3,10,17,24,31/2020&1/7/2021
Advance Equity Holdings,
L LC , A r t s o f O r g . f i l e d
with Sec. of State of NY
(S S N Y ) 11/ 5 / 2 0 2 0 . C t y :
Putnam. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 90-08
184th Pl., Ste. 2, Jamaica,
NY 11423. General Purpose.
12/3,10,17,24,31/2020&1/7/2021

Notice of Formation of
EDITRICE LLC Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 11/02/2020.
O f f ic e l o c at i o n: Q ue ens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of LLC upon whom
process against it may be
ser ved. SSNY shall mail
process to: 24-45 28th Street,
# 42, A stor ia, N Y 11102.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/26,12/3,10,17,24&31/2020
N o t i c e o f Fo r m a t i o n o f
TENNYSON ARMS, LLC Arts.
of Org. filed with Secy. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 09/02/20.
O f f ic e l oc at i on: Q ueens
County. Princ. office of LLC:
7001 Brush Hollow Rd., Ste.
200, Westbury, NY 11590.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process to
c/o Kaled Management Corp.
at the princ. office of the LLC.
Purpose: Any lawful activity.
11/26,12/3,10,17,24&31/2020
Notice of Formation of
79 Lane LLC. Ar t. of
Org. f iled Sec’y of State
(S S N Y ) 11/12 / 20. O f f ic e
location: Queens Co. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: c/o Vincent
C. Travagliato, Esq., DelBello
Donnellan Weingarten et al.,
One North Lexington Ave,
White Plains, NY 10 6 01.
Purpose: any lawful activities.
11/26,12/3,10,17,24&31/2020
Notice of Formation of
D.Y.G . H O L D I N G S L LC .
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/24/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be ser ved. SSN Y
shall mail process to: 6702A 186th Lane, Apt 3A ,
Fresh Meadows, NY 11365.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/19,26,12/3,10,17&24/2020

Vista Realty 10-32 LLC, Arts
of Org. filed with Sec. of State
of NY (SSNY) on 11/2/2020.
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig.
as agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to C/O
Claddagh Electronics, 10-32
47th Rd., Long Island City,
NY 11101. General Purpose.
11/12,19,26,12/3,10&17/2020
4630 Realty LLC, Arts of Org.
filed with Sec. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 10/27/2020. Cty:
Queens. SSNY desig. as
agent upon whom process
against may be ser ved &
shall mail process to 112-15
Northern Blvd., #2, Corona,
NY 11368. General Purpose.
11/12,19,26,12/3,10&17/2020
Notice of Formation of URBAN
CUSTOM CABINETS L.L.C.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
07/15/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against
it may be served. SSNY shall
mail process to: 114-02 Guy
R Brewer Boulevard, Suite
218, Jamaica, NY 11434.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/3,10,17,24,31/2020&1/7/2021
R&D 1 CONSULTING LLC,
Arts. of Org. filed with the
SSNY on 11/17/2020. Office
loc: Queens County. SSNY
has been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to:
Randy A Velez & Jourdain
Ferguson, 90-20 Spritz Road,
1st Fl, Ozone Park, NY 11417.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
11/26,12/3,10,17,24&31/2020
Notice of Formation of 836
Hart Property LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with Secy. of State of
NY (SSNY) on 11/6/20. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to: 136-20 Roosevelt Ave,
Room 288, Flushing, NY 11354.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
11/19,26,12/3,10,17&24/2020

DNA Valuation Management
LLC filed Arts. of Org. with
the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 9/17/2020. Office:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be ser ved
and shall mail process to:
c/o The LLC, 547 47th Rd,
3rd Fl, Long Island City, NY
11101. Purpose: any lawful act.
11/26,12/3,10,17,24&31/2020
Notice of formation of Studio
S l e d g e L LC. A r t i c l e s of
Organization filed with the
Secretary of State of New
York SSNY on 11/18/2020.
Location: Queens. SSNY
designated for service process.
SSNY shall mail copy of
process served to: 13416 229
Street Laurelton, NY 11413.
Purpose: any lawful purpose.
12/3,10,17,24,31/2020&1/7/2021
Notice of Formation of REBEL
LEVEL LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 09/16/2020. Office
location: Queens County. SSNY
designated as agent of LLC upon
whom process against it may be
served. SSNY shall mail process
to LLC: 84-11 Lander Street,
Apt. 21, Jamaica, NY 11435.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/10,17,24,31/2020,1/7&14/2021

Notice of formation of SYLVER
GLOBAL LLC. Art. Of Org. filed
with the Sect’y of State of NY
(SSNY) on 08/21/20. Office in
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent of
the LLC upon whom process
against it may be served.
SSNY shall mail process
to the LLC, 188-41 Jordan
Ave Jamaica, NY, 11412.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/3,10,17,24,31/2020,1/7/2021
8324 WOODHAVEN
C H I C K E N L LC, A r t s . o f
Org. filed with the SSNY
on 11/24/2020. Office loc:
Queens County. SSNY has
been designated as agent
upon whom process against
the LLC may be ser ved.
SSNY shall mail process to:
The LLC, 8324 Woodhaven
Blvd, Glendale, NY 11385.
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose.
12/10,17,24,31/2020,1/7&14/2021
Notice of Formation of THE
COTTONTAIL CORNER LLC.
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy.
of State of NY (SSNY) on
09/09/2020. Office location:
Q u e e n s C o u n t y. S S N Y
designated as agent of LLC
upon whom process against it
may be served. SSNY shall mail
process to: 150-39 72nd Drive,
Apt. 2D, Flushing, NY 11367.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/10,17,24,31/2020,1/7&14/2021
Notice of Formation of SULTON
MUSIC LLC. Arts. of Org.
filed with Secy. of State of NY
(SSNY) on 12/03/2020. Office
location: Queens County.
SSNY designated as agent
of LLC upon whom process
against it may be served. SSNY
shall mail process to: 136-11
221 Street, Jamaica, NY 11413.
Purpose: any lawful activity.
12/10,17,24,31/2020,1/7&14/2021
A & E TA XI LLC. Arts. of
Org. filed with the SSNY on
10/14/20. Of f ice: Queens
County. SSNY designated
as agent of the LLC upon
whom proc ess against it
may be served. SSNY shall
mail copy of process to the
LLC, c/o Nabil Elroubi, 3434
44th Street, Apartment 2F,
Long Island City, NY 11101.
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.
12/10,17,24,31/2020,1/7&14/2021
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Taking Guns Off Our Streets

A total of 45 guns were collected last weekend during our third
gun buy back event in Astoria and
Long Island City. Each of these
weapons represents a potential
tragedy avoided.
District Attorney Melinda
Katz thanked our partners at

the NYPD, Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Church, Bishop Mitchell
G. Taylor of the Center of Hope
International & Urban Upbound,
as well as the Astoria Community
Church for making this event a
success despite the inclement
weather.

Thanking Our Healthcare Heroes at
Queens Hospitals

More than 95,000 Queens residents have contracted COVID-19,
including more than 6,000 friends,
neighbors and loved ones whom
we’ve lost to this terrible virus.
With cases on the rise, I had the
honor of visiting NYC Health +
Hospitals/Elmhurst in Elmhurst,
NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens
in Jamaica and St. John’s Episcopal Hospital in Far Rockaway
last week to thank our frontline
healthcare heroes and discuss each
facility’s plans to address a pos-

sible surge in COVID-19 patients
in weeks ahead.
With the pandemic continuing
to upend lives and livelihoods,
expanding and enhancing health
care will be the top priority of my
administration. We not only owe it
to the frontline workers who have
saved countless lives throughout this crisis, we owe it to our
historically underserved Queens
communities — especially communities of color — that have
been hardest hit by COVID-19.
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