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WISHES ALL

Senator Liu, Champions Martial Arts Intl, Operation 
Child Rescue, PS 242Q, And MS 379Q Present Toy 
Donations to Military Families of The U.S. Army’s 

77th Sustainment Brigade at Fort Totten

Pictured is PS 242Q, the Leonard Stavisky School in Flushing. See story on page 7.

First Baptist Church & CM Francisco Moya 
Together With Partners Distributed More Than 

1,000 Toys & 400 New Coats to Children

Council Member Francisco Moya with Pastor Patrick Young, Michael Jaffe and Matthew Fein 
of Pazer, Epstein, Jaffe & Fein, PC together with children during the toy and coat giveaway at 
First Baptist Church, Sunday, Dec. 19 - Photo by Emil Cohen/ NYC Council. See story on page 2.

Irene DeBenedittis Receives 
Community Advocate Award

In Mama’s Backyard Café Irene DeBenedittis is holding 
the Community Advocate Award presented to her by, the 
Queens Times and Giornale Italo Americano (GIA) Weekly 
Newspapers, Editor James C. Lisa and GIA International 
Correspondent Pasquale Carucci joined by Saint Leo 
Parish Trustee Joseph Natale. See story on page 2.
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart 
of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination 
that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will be sure to be back 
again and again for one the city’s Best Italian restaurants. 
Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic and always delicious 
dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to detail 
served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to 
host your next function with our private dining area and flexible 
banquet packages.

(Continued from page 1)

(Continued from page 1)

First Baptist Church & CM Francisco Moya 
Together With Partners Distributed More Than 

1,000 Toys & 400 New Coats to Children

T h a n k s  t o  C o r e ,  E m p i r e 
BlueCross BlueShield, Queens 
Center Mall, Queensboro FC, 
Mike Atley, One Hundred Black 
Men of NY, Pazer, Epstein, Jaffe 
& Fein, PC, and Volunteers, 
Children Received Toys and New 
Coats

     As COVID-19 continues to im-
pact communities still recovering, 
Council Member Francisco Moya 
and First Baptist Church Pas-
tor Patrick Young together with 
volunteers and partners hosted a 
Christmas community blessing 
and distributed toys and new coats 
to families in District 21 Queens. 
More than 1,000 toys plus 400 new 
coats were distributed to children 
thanks in partnership with Core, 
Empire BlueCross BlueShield, 
Queens Center Mall, Queensboro 
FC, Mike Atley, One Hundred 
Black Men of NY, and Pazer, 
Epstein, Jaffe & Fein, PC. The 
outdoor event took place at First 
Baptist Church in East Elmhurst, 

which also serves as a food pantry 
that feeds hundreds of families 
every Saturday.
     “First Baptist Church has been a 
light for our community especially 
throughout this pandemic and 
today’s toy and coat distribution 
was another example. We distrib-
uted more than 1,000 toys and 400 
new coats in an effort to not only 
uplift the spirits of hundreds of 
families but ensure that they are 
better equipped for the winter. 
I am incredibly grateful to Pas-
tor Young and everyone at First 
Baptist Church for their tireless 
work as we continue to show our 
community we have their backs. 
Thank you to all the volunteers 
and our partners Core, Empire 
BlueCross BlueShield, Queens 
Center Mall, Queensboro FC, 
Mike Atley, One Hundred Black 
Men of NY, Pazer, Epstein, Jaffe 
& Fein, PC for their support to the 
families in our district,” shared 
Council Member Francisco Moya.
     “We started this effort over a 
decade ago and this holiday season 
we wanted to expand it to provide 

children with new coats along with 
toys to have under their Christmas 
tree. This is the time of giving 
and today’s toy and coat distribu-
tion was another opportunity to 
help the community as best we 
can. I want to thank my staff, the 
volunteers and the First Baptist 
Church congregation, as well as 
our partners and Councilman 
Francisco Moya for bringing the 
spirit of giving and making this 
effort possible,” added Pastor Pat-
rick Young, First Baptist Church.
     This is the third of a series of toy 
distributions Councilman Moya is 
sponsoring this holiday season to 
bring some holiday cheer to fami-
lies as they combat and recover 
from the COVID-19 crisis. The 
morning of Saturday, December 
18, East Elmhurst Corona Civic 
Association and Councilman 
Moya’s office distributed toys to 
schools and families in East Elm-
hurst at Southern Baptist Church, 
and prior to that during the Tree 
Lighting celebration at Wil-
liam F. Moore Park on Saturday,  
December 11, 2021.

Irene DeBenedittis Receives Community Advocate Award

     In Corona Heights, Queens, 
Irene DeBenedittis, who has 
perpetuated her families iconic 
Italian deli “Leo’s Latticini”, 
and her except ional It al ian 
Baker y “Mama’s Back yard 
Café”, on 104th Street and 46th 
Avenue, is noted for traditional 

authentic Italian food and dolce 
that not only satisfies her cus-
tomers; and, that customer 
satisfaction spills over onto the 
street of the Corona neighbor-
hood, that Irene is so proud 
of, making her an exceptional 
Community Advocate. As a 
Community Advocate Irene’s 
generosity touches the hearts of 

so many; her kindness is never 
ending; and, Irene’s working 
relationship with local agencies 
keeps her finger on the pulse 
of the community which en-
hances the quality of life in the 
Community of Corona Heights. 
That is why Irene was chosen to 
receive the Queens Times/GIA 
Community Advocate Award.

Meng, Joined by BP Richards, Highlights Federal  
Infrastructure Bill And What it Stands to Provide to Queens

Congresswoman Meng holding a photo of a catch basin in her 
district to underscore the need for catch basin upgrades to be 
included in local infrastructure funding. When the remnants 
of Hurricane Ida hit Queens and caused flooding, sewers and 
catch basins were at capacity and not able to handle the rainfall.

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens), joined by Queens Bor-
ough President Donovan Rich-
ards, hailed the recent enactment 
of the federal infrastructure bill, 
and called for funding from the 
measure to be directed toward 
improving local infrastructure in 
Queens. 
     Meng helped pass the historic 
and bipartisan legislation through 
the House of Representatives last 
month (on November 5th), and she 
recently joined President Biden at 
the White House (on November 
15th) when he signed the $1.2 
trillion measure into law. It will 
provide billions for New York’s 
roads, bridges, highways, mass 
transit, airports, high-speed in-
ternet, clean drinking water, clean 
energy and more.
     But the Congresswoman urged 
the city and state to make sure 
that funding flows to the borough, 
including to her congressional 
district, as they receive this federal 
money and decide where it will go.
     “These funds from the Infra-
structure Investment and Jobs 
Act will be a boon for New York 
over the next several years,” said 
Congresswoman Meng. “They 
will enhance travel, improve 
safety, create union jobs, and 
strengthen our economy. But a 
significant portion of this funding 
must make its way here to Queens, 
and today I call on the city and 

state to ensure that this happens. 
Here in our borough, and in my 
district, we depend heavily on 
our infrastructure, from getting 
us to work to ensuring our health 
and safety. We have many press-
ing infrastructure needs and it is 
imperative that Queens receives 
its fair share to address our aging 
roads, failing catch basins, and the 
need to upgrade our mass transit, 
replace old lead pipes, increase 
broadband access, and so much 
more. These overhauls are long 
overdue, and the improvements 
would benefit our neighborhoods 
for decades to come.” 
     “Over nearly two years, many 
of my constituents have had their 
lives turned upside down,” Meng 

added. “My congressional district 
was the heart of the epicenter 
when COVID-19 first struck our 
nation, and in September, areas I 
represent were hit hard by flood-
ing from Hurricane Ida. Many 
families remain devastated and 
continue to struggle, and much 
of our local infrastructure failed 
them. Queens stands to benefit 
from the infrastructure bill. The 
city and state need to hear our 
calls for funding, and must step 
up and deliver for our borough  
and my district. I look forward to 
working with the Governor and 
incoming Mayor.”
     “The Bipartisan Infrastructure 
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Queens Elected Officials Urge United Nations Secretary 
General Guterres to Save UN School 

Congressmembers Meeks, Meng, Maloney Join Dozens of NY Elected Officials to Urge Secretary-
General Guterres to Halt Planned Closure of United Nations International School (UNIS) in Queens

     Queens Elected Officials have 
signed a letter urging United 
Nations Secretary-General An-
tonio Guterres to halt the abrupt 
closure of the Queens campus of 
the United Nations International 
School (UNIS). In the letter, doz-
ens of Queens officials “strongly 
urge” Secretary-General to “keep 
the school open”. The Queens 
campus is at risk of an unexpected 
and unexplained closure at the 
end of the school year. The letter 
adds to growing momentum to 
keep the school open. Ultimate 
authority for keeping the school 
open, which has been in operation 
for 75 years through the terms of 
the eight previous Secretaries-
General, rests with Secretary-
General Guterres. 
     The letter has been signed by 
29 Elected Officials in Queens, 
including: Congressmember 
Gregory Meeks, Congressmem-
berGrace Meng, Congressmem-
ber Carolyn Maloney, Queens 
Borough President Dononvan 
Richards, Assemblymember Da-
vid Weprin, Assemblymember 
Andrew Hevesi, Senator John 
Liu, Senator Jessica Ramos, Sena-
tor Leroy Comrie, Senator Joe 
Addabbo, Assemblymember Nily 
Rozic, Assemblymember Daniel 
Rosenthal, Assemblymember Bri-
an Barnwell, Assemblymember 
Jessica Gonzalez-Rojas, Assem-
blymember Jennifer Rajkumar, 
Assemblymember Catalina Cruz, 
Assemblymember Ron Kim, As-
semblymember Lynn Schulman, 
Assemblymember Peter Koo, 
NY City Council Member Barry 
Grodenchik, NY City Council 
Member James Gennaro, NY 
City Council Member Adrienne 
Adams, NY City Council Member 
Karen Koslowitz, NY City Coun-
cil Member Robert Holden, NY 
City Council Member Eric Ulrich. 
Manhattan Borough President 
Gale Brewer is also a supporter of 
the effort to keep the school open.  
     “As chairman of the U.S. House 
of Representatives International 
Relations Cmte. and a former 
member of the UNIS Queens 

parents family, I understand how 
important it is to have Educational 
facilities that offer exemplary 
staff, tools for learning, a diverse 
student body, and an opportunity 
to positively impact people with 
an understanding of the global 
community. The UNIS Queens 
Campus has been such a place 
for a very long time.  It would be 
disastrous for many if U.N.I.S. 
couldn’t help the much needed 
U.N.I.S. Queens campus continue 
to put smart, caring, and desper-
ately needed global citizens in the 
world,” Congressman Gregory 
W. Meeks (NY-05), Chairman of 
the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee.  
     “The United Nations Interna-
tional School’s Queens campus is 
an educational gem located in the 
heart of one of the most diverse 
places in the world,” said Queens 
Borough President Donovan Rich-
ards Jr. “The decision to close the 
campus is shortsighted and would 
disadvantage children who have 
already suffered so much due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. I urge 
Secretary General Guterres to 
override the hasty and rash deci-
sion to close this beloved campus, 
which offers a high-quality and 
well-rounded international educa-
tion to so many of our borough’s 
kids.”
     Assemblyman David I. Weprin 
who has been a champion for the 
school said, “I hope that we can 
come together to find creative 
solutions, engage in construc-
tive dialogue, and I especially 
hope the decision to close UNIS 
Queens will be reconsidered and 
REVERSED!”  
     “I am a longtime supporter of 
the United Nations International 
School and I was dismayed to 
learn that the Board and Sec-
retary-General have decided to 
close the school in Queens. The 
students in Queens often fin-
ish their UNIS education at the 
school in Manhattan at Waterside 
Plaza, and they bring diversity 
and vitality to the campus. The 
institution is one school and 

should be maintained as such in 
the future. Thousands of families 
rely on the excellent education and 
the life-long friendships that are 
necessary for our city to thrive,” 
said Gale A Brewer, Manhattan 
Borough President.
     Save UNIS Queens was started 
in response to a November 1st, 
2021 email from the United Na-
tions International School (UNIS) 
administration and Board of 
Trustees that abruptly announced 
the closure of the UNIS Queens 
campus. UNIS Queens families, 
who put their trust in the UNIS 
administration, were shocked by 
the news and the lack of transpar-
ency or dialogue--central tenets 
of the United Nations--in how 
the decision was made. UNIS, a 
financially stable institution with 
a multi-million dollar endowment, 
has the resources to maintain the 
school as it has since 1947. Sup-
porters are eager to work with 
the administration to increase 
enrollment and build the long-
term sustainability of the school. 
     The Parents Association 
has sent several letters to the 
Secretary-General urging action 
to keep the Queens campus open 
and maintain the school’s excep-
tional education for this and future 
generations. 
     About Save UNIS Queens - 
Save UNIS Queens is made up of 
parents, students, faculty, alumni 
and community members who 
believe in the principles of the 
UN and it being the “one place on 
Earth where all the world’s nations 
can gather together, discuss com-
mon problems, and find shared so-
lutions that benefit all of human-
ity.” Unfortunately, the decision 
to announce the closure of UNIS 
Queens did not align with the 
ideals of inclusivity and transpar-
ency. Save UNIS Queens is asking 
that the Board’s decision be sus-
pended and a new process started 
that engages those whose lives 
are touched by UNIS Queens. For 
more information on the effort to 
save UNIS Queens visit: https://
www.saveunisqueens.org 

Deal is critical for Queens and a 
chance for our resilient future,” 
said Borough President Richards. 
“From housing our airports to 
recovering from Hurricane Ida’s 
devastation, Queens has a real 
need for infrastructure invest-
ment and I am grateful for our 
partners in Congress, especially 
Congresswoman Grace Meng, for 
their advocacy.” 
     The Borough President espe-
cially highlighted the need for 
funding for Queens following the 
devastation caused by Ida. 
     Some of the key projects 
for which Meng is advocating 
include the rebuilding and re-
opening the shuttered Elmhurst 

Meng, Joined by BP Richards,  
Highlights Federal Infrastructure . . .

Long Island Rail Road (LIRR) 
station, funding for elevators and 
platform extensions at the LIRR 
stop in Forest Hills, electric ve-
hicle charging stations in areas 
she represents, median replace-
ments, road repairs and catch 
basin upgrades in her district, 
making local subway and train 
stops accessible to the elderly and 
disabled, replacing lead pipes, 
and connecting more constitu-
ents to the internet, among other 
initiatives.
     Last week, Meng led a letter to 
the Acting New York State Health 
Commissioner and the head of the 
state’s Center for Environmental 
Health to encourage the state to 
expeditiously create an inventory 
of all lead service lines. 

Meng Joins Bicameral Letter to Biden Administration  
Requesting Answers to Inconsistent Approach Adopted  
Toward Afghans Who Have Applied For Humanitarian  

Parole in The U.S. 

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
NY), Vice Chair of the House 
Appropriations Subcommittee 
on State and Foreign Opera-
tions, joined Congressman Seth 
Moulton (D-MA) and U.S. Sena-
tor Ed Markey’s (D-MA) letter 
to President Biden, Secretary 
of the Department of Homeland 
Security Alejandro Mayorkas 
and Director of U.S. Citizenship 
and Immigration Services Ur Jad-
dou requesting answers from the 
Administration regarding the high 
number of Afghan humanitar-
ian parole applications that have 
been denied, and the inconsistent 
standards applied to applications 
from those in Afghanistan.
     “We cannot turn our backs on 
those who remain in Afghani-
stan,” said Congresswoman Meng. 

“I have unfortunately heard from 
organizations seeking to help vul-
nerable Afghans leave the country 
that parole applications are being 
denied right and left, some due to 
a lack of ‘evidence’ that they were 
in danger. The current situation 
in Afghanistan clearly meets the 
criteria of ‘compelling reasons’ to 
quickly parole these vulnerable 
individuals into the United States. 
That is why this letter is so impor-
tant. The Administration needs to 
take urgent action to create a spe-
cial parole program for Afghans 
as previous administrations have 
done in the past to ensure we are 
addressing the unique urgency 
this situation demands.”
     The correspondence specifical-
ly asks the Biden Administration 
to answer a number of questions 

regarding the blanket parole deni-
als, including:
•    How many humanitarian 
parole applications related to the 
Afghanistan situation have been 
approved and how many have 
been denied?
•    How many of these applica-
tions have been issued Requests 
for Evidence?
•    To what extent are Afghan na-
tionals who applied for humanitar-
ian parole considered for inclusion 
in the Operation Allies Welcome 
parole pipeline?
     In August, Meng helped lead 
a bipartisan letter to Homeland 
Security Secretary Mayorkas 
and Secretary of State Blinken 
urging the administration to take 
concrete steps to support the relo-
cation of Afghan allies.

Mayor-Elect Adams Appoints  
Ydanis Rodriguez as DOT Commissioner 

And Affirms Nomination of  
Aloysee Heredia Jarmoszuk as  

TLC Commissioner
Rodriguez will be the first Latino 
to serve as DOT Commissioner in 
NYC history 
 
     Mayor-elect Adams announced 
the appointment and nomination 
for leadership of New York City’s 
two major transportation agencies. 
Ydanis Rodriguez will serve as 
Commissioner of the New York 
City Department of Transporta-
tion (DOT), the first Latino to 
head the agency. Aloysee Here-
dia Jarmoszuk will continue to 
lead the New York City Taxi and 
Limousine Commission (TLC). 
Mayor-elect Adams expressed the 
importance of his administration’s 
hitting the ground running on 
the missions of increasing street 
safety, improving transit equity 
and accessibility, promoting sus-
tainability, as well as effectively 
investing the federal funds com-
ing to the City as a result of the 
Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act, commonly referred to as 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.
     “Our city’s transportation sys-
tem faces major challenges, from 
surging traffic fatalities to in-
creased congestion on our streets. 
We need proven leaders who are 
ready to roll up their sleeves on 
Day 1 and address these issues, 
with a focus on making transit 
more equitable and efficient for 
all New Yorkers. I know Ydanis 
Rodriguez and Aloysee Heredia 
Jarmoszuk are up to the challenge, 
and I look forward to working 
with them to keep our city mov-
ing forward,” said Mayor-elect 
Adams. 
     “I thank Mayor-elect Adams 
for the opportunity to serve as the 
next New York City Department 
of Transportation Commissioner. 
I will work with the rest of my col-
leagues in the administration, the 
City Council, advocates, and the 
private and academic sectors, to 
carry on our vision of turning New 
York City into the most pedestrian 
and cyclist-friendly city in the na-
tion,” said Council Member Yda-
nis Rodriguez, Chairman of the 
Transportation Committee. “As 
the next DOT Commissioner, I am 
proud to soon be working along-

side the many men and women in 
the agency who have been com-
mitted to improving the safety of 
our streets. I will continue look-
ing for innovative ways to reduce 
our reliance on carbon-emitting 
vehicles and in its place build a 
City that prioritizes sustainability 
and the safety of pedestrians and 
cyclists.”
     “I am thrilled for the opportu-
nity to continue my tenure as the 
CEO and Chair of the Taxi and 
Limousine Commission,” said 
TLC Commissioner and Chair 
Aloysee Heredia Jarmoszuk. “I 
look forward to partnering with 
Mayor-elect Adams, his Admin-
istration, and all stakeholders to 
strengthen the Licensed Driver 
and Vehicle Industry. The City 
has a bright future ahead and I 
look forward to contributing to 
its success”.
     Ydanis Rodriguez currently 
serves as the Chair of the City 
Council’s Transportation Com-
mittee, a position he has held for 
the past eight years. In the role, he 
has been a leading voice for street 
safety. He also spearheaded a wide 
array of innovative initiatives and 
policies, including the city’s an-
nual “Car Free Earth Day” and the 
expansion of Citi Bike into under-
served neighborhoods throughout 
the city. He has represented the 
10th Council District since 2009, 
including Inwood, Marble Hill, 
and Washington Heights. 
     Aloysee Heredia Jarmoszuk 
currently serves as TLC Com-
missioner. She was nominated to 
lead the agency in January 2020. 
While serving as Commissioner, 
she has helped the taxi and for-
hire-vehicle industry navigate 
the disruptions of the COVID-19 
pandemic while advancing the 
Administration’s transportation 
priorities, including debt relief 
for taxi medallion owners and 
expanding the footprint of the 
City’s wheelchair-accessible fleet. 
Prior to leading TLC, she served 
as the Chief of Staff to the Deputy 
Mayor for Operations and as Chief 
of Staff for Central Operations at 
the New York City Department of 
Education (DOE).
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Photo of Cramer Quartet by Lauren Desberg

Meng Leads Bipartisan Letter Encouraging Nys To Create 
Inventory of Lead Service Lines

Correspondence comes as EPA is 
expected to potentially finalize 
implementation of Lead and Cop-
per Rule Revisions, which would 
require public water systems to in-
ventory lead service lines by 2024
 
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) today led a letter to the 
Acting Commissioner of the New 
York State Department of Health 
Mary Bassett and the depart-
ment’s Director of the Center for 
Environmental Health Gary Gins-
berg, encouraging them work with 
public water systems and local 
stakeholders to expeditiously cre-

ate an inventory of all lead service 
lines (LSLs) in New York State.     
     New York State will receive 
billions in funds to help improve 
the state’s infrastructure thanks 
to the $1.2 trillion Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Framework that 
President Biden signed into law 
on November 15. Of those funds, 
New York State will receive over 
$428 million in 2022 to help 
upgrade the state’s aging water 
system, replace lead service lines, 
and tackle PFAS. To address 
LSLs, the creation of an inven-
tory would help ensure transpar-
ency and efficient use of funds. 

Some estimate the state may have 
360,000 LSLs; an inventory would 
help identify where the pipes are 
and those affected. 
     “The money that the infrastruc-
ture bill will provide to our com-
munities will not only help build 
us up, but also keep us healthy,” 
said Meng. “That is why we must 
do our due diligence and create an 
inventory of all lead pipes across 
the state that provide drinking 
water. This inventory will allow 
us to flag which pipes are in most 
need to be replaced and in turn 
provide those most at risk with 
access to clean drinking water.”

City Council Passes Gennaro Bill to Close  
OER Enforcement Loopholes

Intro. 2460 Was Overwhelmingly 
Passed at Last Week’s Stated 
Meeting

     On Thursday, December 9, 
the New York City Council over-
whelmingly passed Intro. 2460 – a 
bill written by Council Member 
James F. Gennaro designed to 
close enforcement loopholes by 
authorizing the New York City 
Mayor’s Office of Environmental 
Remediation (OER) authority to 
issue civil penalties against parties 
who violate OER protocols in the 
clean-up of “brownfields” sites. 
Under this legislation, the direc-
tor of OER would also be able to 
designate other city agencies to 
issue relevant administrative sum-
monses and notices of violation to 
enforce the provisions of this bill. 
     On Earth Day in 2009, the City 
Council passed the New York 
City Brownfield and Community 
Revitalization Act, sponsored by 
Gennaro, that created the only 
municipal “Brownfields” clean-
up program in the United States. 
Brownfields are contaminated 
sites that need to be cleaned up to 
strict state standards. In return, 
OER issues a “liability release” to 
the property owner so that the site 
owner is not liable for contamina-
tion on the site that may have oc-
curred many decades ago. 
     Brownfields programs are com-

mon in the United States, but they 
are all run by state governments, 
including New York State. But be-
cause the majority of brownfields 
in New York City do not qualify for 
the State’s brownfields program, 
Gennaro wrote the law establish-
ing the only municipal brownfields 
program in the country to clean-up 
brownfields sites all over New 
York City.
     Since the implementation of the 
City’s Brownfields Program, more 
than 735 contaminated sites in the 
City have been cleaned up, many 
sites in lower income communities 
that have been blighted by pollu-
tion. More than 16,000 units of af-
fordable housing have been built on 
these sites, many businesses have 
been established, many green jobs 
created by companies that clean up 
these sites, and many neighbor-
hoods have been revitalized. 
     In the 24th Council District, 
eight projects have completed the 
City land clean-up program, in-
cluding Norman Towers, a mixed 
income affordable housing devel-
opment at 90-11 160th Street and 
90-14 161st Street.
     Unfortunately, over the years, 
some developers have failed to 
allow OER to oversee the reme-
diation or file a site management 
plan with OER In those circum-
stances, OER needs make sure 
that developers participating in 

the brownfields program strictly 
comply with the requirements of 
the program. By authorizing OER 
the authority to issue civil penalties 
for non-compliance in cleaning 
up properties, Council Member 
Gennaro’s bill closes any enforce-
ment loopholes.
     “More than decade after I creat-
ed the City’s Brownfields Program, 
I am proud to advance Intro. No. 
2460, which will ensure that the 
City’s Brownfields Program has 
the enforcement tools it needs to be 
successful,” said Council Member 
Gennaro, Chairman of the Coun-
cil’s Committee on Environmental 
Protection. “We must maintain the 
integrity of this vital program that 
brings housing, jobs, and invest-
ment to communities that have 
suffered from the environmental 
injustice of toxic contamination 
for generations. This bill is a major 
victory for all New Yorkers. I thank 
Speaker Johnson for his leadership 
in prioritizing this vital environ-
mental legislation.” 
     “The City’s land cleanup pro-
gram runs very well, but there 
are two areas where we need ad-
ditional enforcement authority,” 
said Mark McIntyre, OER’s direc-
tor. “Council Member Gennaro 
has led the effort to provide us the 
enforcement tools that will ensure 
that all developers comply with our 
program requirements.” 

Council Member Peter Koo Statement on The Council Vote 
To Require Reporting on Automated Decision Systems  

Used by City Agencies
     City Council Member Peter Koo 
stated the following regarding the 
City Council vote on Intro 1806. 
Council Member Peter Koo, who 
served as Chair of the Council’s 
Committee on Technology from 
2018 to 2019, stated “Intro 1806-A 
will shine a light on something that 
the City has kept mostly hidden 
to date. The City uses algorithmic 
tools to determine everything from 
what school your child attends to 
which hospital EMS brings you 
to. These tools even determine 
what interpretation services are 

available at your poll site and are 
used in facial recognition technol-
ogy. The wide-ranging impact that 
these algorithmic tools have on our 
everyday lives makes it imperative 
that these tools – and the informa-
tion used by them – are vetted 
through the light of transparency, 
to ensure accountability. By re-
quiring reporting on which algo-
rithmic tools are used each year 
and how they are used, along with 
what information is collected and 
analyzed, we are taking another 
step towards providing the public 

with more insight into how our 
government actually operates.”
     “We are excited for the Council 
to add one more tool to the digital 
accountability toolbox,” said Noel 
Hidalgo, Executive Director of 
BetaNYC, a public interest tech-
nology nonprofit. “It is important 
for all New Yorkers to know what 
algorithmic systems are used 
to deliver government services. 
Government technology and al-
gorithms should be as accountable 
as the people who buy or program 
them.”

Meng, Bowman, Espaillat Lead Letter 
to Biden Requesting Covid-19 Testing 

Kits be Steered to NYC
     With COVID-19 cases spiking 
in New York, U.S. Reps. Grace 
Meng (D-NY), Jamaal Bowman 
(D-NY) and Adriano Espaillat 
(D-NY) led a letter to President 
Biden this afternoon thanking 
him for taking action to address 
the surge, and requesting that he 
steer much needed testing kits to 
New York City.
     “We applaud your announce-
ment to take new steps that keep 
Americans safe from Omicron, 
including using the Defense Pro-
duction Act to further accelerate 
production of additional testing 
kits as quickly as possible,” the 
lawmakers wrote. “We respect-
fully encourage your Administra-
tion to steer the necessary testing 
kits to New York City as it will 
require additional testing kits 
in the months ahead to protect 
people and communities from 
severe illness. Friday marked the 
highest reported testing day in 

New York City since the begin-
ning of the pandemic. In New 
York City, lines for testing have 
wrapped around city blocks. Our 
constituents report wait times 
well over an hour, upwards of 
six hours in some places. Others 
report traveling to upwards of 
three different testing sites as 
frustration continues to mount as 
test sites across the five boroughs 
are running out of tests. Building 
on your successes in the fight 
against the virus, we must ensure 
cities like New York City have 
access to a sufficient number of 
tests to meet the demands of the 
Omicron surge.” 
     Members of Congress who 
joined the Meng-Bowman-Es-
paillat letter include New York 
Reps. Carolyn Maloney, Gregory 
Meeks, Nydia Velázquez, Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez, Ritchie 
Torres, Thomas Suozzi and Ha-
keem Jeffries.

     The New York Lottery today 
announced one second-prize 
t icket for the December 20 
Powerball drawing was sold in 
ASTORIA. The ticket is worth 
a guaranteed $1,000,000.

     The ticket was purchased at 
MC DELI GROCERY located 
at 3546 31ST ST.
The winning numbers for the 
Powerbal l  game a re  d raw n 
f rom a  f ield  of  one  to  69. 

The red Power Ball is drawn 
from a separate f ield one to 
of 26. The Powerball drawing 
is  telev ised ever y Monday, 
Wednesday and Saturday at 
10:59 p.m.

$1,000,000 Powerball Ticket Sold in ASTORIA

Meng Calls For Vote on Her Bill to 
Establish First National Asian Pacific 

American Museum
     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY), 
Vice Chair of the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus, 
announced today that she led a let-
ter to the Chairman of the House 
Natural Resources Committee 
requesting that he hold a com-
mittee vote on her legislation that 
seeks to create the first national 
museum dedicated to preserv-
ing the history, culture, and ac-
complishments of Asian Pacific 
Americans (APA).   
     Meng asked Chairman Raúl 
Grijalva (D-AZ) to make her bill 
the first measure that the panel 
takes up in January 2022. If the 
legislation is approved by the 
Committee, it would then head for 
a vote on the floor of the House.  
     “The story of Asian Americans 
and Pacific Islanders (AAPIs) 
is interwoven within the history 
of America, but frequently our 
history is forgotten or ignored in 
the greater narrative of American 
history,” the letter said. “That is 

why we urge you to markup this 
bill as a first step to creating a 
national museum dedicated to 
the history and culture of AAPIs. 
Our experiences – both good and 
bad – provide an opportunity for 
us to celebrate our accomplish-
ments, honor the challenges we 
have overcome, and press forward 
toward a more perfect union.” 
     Meng’s request follows her ap-
pearance earlier this month before 
a Natural Resources Subcommit-
tee hearing where she testified in 
support of her bill. The hearing 
also included supportive testi-
mony from journalist Lisa Ling 
and Stop AAPI Hate Co-Founder 
Dr. Russell Jeung. The House 
Natural Resources Committee is 
the panel that has jurisdiction over 
this issue. 
     Entitled the “Commission 
to Study the Potential Creation 
of a National Museum of Asian 
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For Entertainment Purposes Only
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ARIES
(Mar. 21- April 20)
Don’t expect too much from     
others. Avoid getting involved 
with married individuals. Fit-
ness programs will help your 
self esteem. Your lucky numbers 
are: 3,9,5
 
TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Don’t jump too quickly regard-
ing an investment that appears 
to be good, it may be too good 
to be true. Be careful if a friend 
asks you for advice. Your lucky 
numbers are: 3,7,2 

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
If it can make you extra cash, it 
will be even better, avoid risky 
ventures. Empty promises are 
evident; therefore, get it in writ-
ing, to be safe. Your lucky num-
bers are: 4,7,9 

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
Make those phone calls and pay 
your bills. Do things for your 
friends, but don’t allow them 
to make unreasonable requests.  
Your lucky numbers are: 4,5,6 

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Try not to lend or borrow money 
from relatives this week. Do not 
overspend on entertainment. You 
could find that children will be 
a handful. Your lucky numbers 
are: 3,4,9 

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
You may find yourself changing 
crowds, avoid this if possible. 
You could be emotional if you 
didn’t take care of problems with 
loved ones. Your lucky numbers 
are: 4,3,6

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Visitors are likely to drop by 
and chances a re,  they may 
even stay a little longer than 
you want them to. Your lucky 
numbers are: 5,7,8 

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You may want to make changes 
that will turn your entertain-
ment room into a real family 
affair.  Try to be tolerant of 
the moods of those around you. 
Your lucky numbers are 4,6,8 

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Take a break; you can finally 
me nd  a ny  d i spu t e s  on  t he 
home front. You are best to 
back away from commitments 
or promises this week. Your 
lucky numbers are: 4,8,6

CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22 - Jan. 20)
P re pa re  t o  e ncou nt e r  new 
friendships that will provide 
you with valuable information. 
Don’t allow someone to do a 
job that was     designated for 
you. Your lucky numbers are: 
3,5,9

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Spend some quality time with 
the one you love. Your talents 
will shine at work. Children 
will keep you busy. Your lucky 
numbers are: 4,7,5

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Don’t let individuals with wild 
schemes talk you into a f inan-
cial deal that is not likely to 
be successful. Calm down and 
take a step back. Your lucky 
numbers are: 4,7,9

TRY AND FIND

Bolero
Boogie
Bop
Bossa
Bow
Break
Bump
Bunnyhop
Cancan
Chacha

Charleston
Choreograph
Class
Clog
Conga
Contest
Cool
Cotillion
Country
Crowds

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Dye with wax
6. G G G G
10. Toot
14. Pee
15. Rant
16. Weightlifters pump this
17. Daughter of a sibling
18. Twin sister of Ares
19. Transfer possession
20. A lively whirling Italian dance
22. Make well
23. Found on most beaches
24. Hammer
26. Facts
30. Nigerian tribesman
31. Historic period
32. Two-toed sloth
33. Precious stones
35. Malicious
39. Military
41. A type of cheese
43. A bodily fluid
44. Tall woody plant
46. Shade trees
47. Japanese apricot
49. Terminate
50. Lease
51. Stunned
54. Epic
56. Conspiracy
57. Rookie
63. Indian dress
64. 53 in Roman numerals
65. Related to tides
66. Cocoyam
67. Moving within
68. Eclogue
69. Observed
70. C C C C
71. Mobile phones

DOWN
1. A lightly-hit baseball
2. Diva’s solo
3. Layer
4. Ancient Peruvian
5. Loudly laments
6. A belt of parks
7. Position of an earl
8. Anagram of “Live”
9. Benni
10. Not a lowlander
11. Bay window
12. Exploded stars
13. Genuflected
21. Subarctic coniferous forests
25. Backside
26. Lacking intellectual acuity
27. Rectal
28. Tropical tuber
29. Mechanization
34. Settings
36. Doing nothing
37. Destroy
38. At one time (archaic)
40. Midmonth date
42. Row of shrubs
45. Break
48. Slanted font
51. Church recesses
52. Clearing
53. Mob
55. Caper
58. A coniferous tree
59. It ebbs and flows
60. Bucolic
61. Phone
62. L L L L

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Crush
Hop
Date
Dip
Disco
Dust
Dynamic
Easy
Expression
Fandance

Fandango
Flamenco
Fling
Fliping
Float
Floor
Flow
Fly
Form
Polka

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

DANCING

●   Christmas wasn’t always on 
December 25
   While Christmas celebrates the 
birth of Jesus Christ, the actual date 
is lost to history. There’s no men-
tion of December 25 in the Bible 
and many historians say Jesus was 
really born in the spring. Some his-
torians posit the date was originally 
chosen because it coincided with the 
pagan festival of Saturnalia, which 
honored the agricultural god Saturn 
with celebrating and gift-giving.
●   You can thank Prince Albert for 
your Christmas tree
   Brew a cup o’ tea when trimming 
your tree this year to pay homage 
to its origins. When Prince Albert 
of Germany got a tree for his new 
wife, Queen Victoria of England, 
it really took off across the pond. 
A drawing of the couple in front of 
a Christmas first tree appeared in 
Illustrated London News in 1848. 
To use modern parlance, the idea 
went viral.
●   St. Nick was more generous 
than jolly
    You probably already knew that 
the idea of Santa Claus came from 
St. Nicholas. The saint wasn’t a 
bearded man who wore a red suit; 
that tradition came much later. In the 
fourth century, the Christian bishop 
gave away his large inheritance to 
the poor and rescued women from 
servitude. In Dutch, his name is 
Sinter Klaas, which later morphed 
into Santa Claus in English.
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Meng Announces Laguardia Airport to 
Receive Over $28 Million From  
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-
Queens) has announced that 
$28.4 million from the recently 
enacted federal infrastructure bill 
is headed to New York to make 
much needed improvements to 
LaGuardia Airport.
     “I was proud to help pass the 
Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act because I knew it would 
make a difference in our city, and 
I am glad to see this vital fund-
ing coming to LaGuardia,” said 
Meng. “This money will go a long 
way toward needed infrastructure 
improvements and jobs for New 
Yorkers, and I look forward to this 
funding benefiting the airport for 

decades to come.”
     LaGuardia Airport will receive 
a similar tranche of funding from 
the historic bipartisan infrastruc-
ture law each year for the next 
five years, as part of a program for 
airport development. The tranche 
is likely to slightly vary from year 
to year, as the funding reflects 
annual enplanement totals. In ad-
dition to these guaranteed funds, 
LaGuardia can compete with 
other airports across the country 
for grants from an additional $5 
billion nationally for terminal and 
landside improvements.
     On November 15th, President 
Biden signed the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, which 
included $15 billion in formula 
funding to help redevelop air-
ports across the country. Projects 
that qualify for funding include: 
improvements to runways and 
taxiways, safety and sustainabil-
ity projects, roadway projects, 
terminal development, and noise 
prevention. The law also includes 
an additional $5 billion nation-
ally for FAA towers and facilities 
funding, which the FAA will 
distribute among airports in need.

     “I am delighted that the Coun-
cil’s Class of 2022 has selected 
Council Member Adrienne Ad-
ams to be our next Speaker. This 
Council will face unprecedented 

CM James F. Gennaro Statement on 
The Selection of CM Adrienne Adams 

as Council Speaker
challenges –  from COVID to the 
climate; public safety to public 
housing; and from students to 
seniors –  and we need a Speaker 
who can lead this new Council and 
this City to the dawn of progress 
and prosperity, and equality and 
opportunity. Council Member 
Adrienne Adams is that special 
and aspirational leader and bridge-
builder behind whom this diverse 
Council will coalesce to advance 
the dreams of millions, and will 
transform this City into a beacon 
of hope and possibility.”

Alliance And NYC Parks Welcome Two New Artworks to 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 

The Giving Tree with artist Haksul Lee in Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park

Going Back to The Meadows A Tribute to LL Cool J by Sherin 
Banfield in Flushing Meadows Corona Park

“Going Back to the Meadows: A 
Tribute to LL Cool J and Perfor-
mance at FMCP” By Sherwin 
Banfield and “The Giving Tree” 
By Haksul Lee -- Now on View in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park   
 
 Art in the Parks: Alliance for 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
Grant Recipients Used Solar 
Power, Sculptural Materials, 
Music, and High-Tech Compo-
nents for Their New Outdoor 
Installations in the Park 
 
     The Alliance for Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park and NYC 
Parks have announced the instal-
lation of two new artworks in 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park 
by the winners of its 2021 Art in 
the Parks grants for temporary art 
installations. The artworks, Going 
Back to The Meadows: A Tribute 
to LL Cool J and Performance at 
FMCP by Sherwin Banfield and 
The Giving Tree by Haksul Lee, 
will be on view through November 
23, 2022. 
     Going Back to The Meadows: 
A Tribute to LL Cool J and Per-
formance at FMCP by Sherwin 
Banfield is located at David Din-
kins Circle (walking distance from 
the #7 train entrance to the park).  
     The Giving Tree by Haksul Lee 
is located on the lawn area north 
of The Rocket Thrower (walking 
distance from the park’s new mist 
garden and Unisphere).  
     Now in its third year, the grant 
provides two $5,000 awards to 
Queens-based artists whose win-
ning installations are located at 
under-served sites within the 
park, with a focus on subjects 

 CONGRESSWOMAN 
GRACE MENG

Paid for and authorized by Grace For New York

Wishing everybody a healthy and 
safe holiday season.

Merry Christmas, 
Happy Kwanzaa and Happy New Year. 
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Senator Liu, Champions Martial Arts Intl, Operation 
Child Rescue, PS 242Q, And MS 379Q Present Toy 
Donations to Military Families of The U.S. Army’s 

77th Sustainment Brigade at Fort Totten

Champions Martial Arts International and Operation Child Rescue

MS 379Q, College Point Collaborative School in College Point

     Senator John Liu concluded 
his 2021 Holiday Toy Drive with 
the donation of thousands of toys 
to families of soldiers at the 77th 
Sustainment Brigade in Fort Tot-
ten, Queens. Toy donations were 
collected throughout the month of 
December at the office of Senator 
Liu in Bayside, as well as at area 
schools PS 242Q and MS 379Q, 
Champions Martial Arts schools, 
and by Operation Child Rescue.
     Senator John Liu stated, “Our 
community was eager to give back 
to help the families of our home-
town soldiers this holiday season 
as was clearly evidenced by the 
thousands of toy donations that 
came pouring in every day this 
month. We are extremely grateful 
for this outpouring of kindness. 
I’m very proud to say that nobody 
gives back like our community!”
     Toy donations will benefit 
hundreds of military families 
stationed out of the 77th Sustain-
ment Brigade at Fort Totten in 
Bayside, Queens. The majority 
of soldiers will be deployed this 
holiday season.

Assemblyman Braunstein Statement 
on the Proposed School at 24th Avenue 
and Waters Edge Drive in Bay Terrace

     “I am disappointed to learn 
that the de Blasio Administration 
is moving forward with the pro-
posed school at 24th Avenue and 
Waters Edge Drive in Bay Terrace 
without substantively answering 
several concerns raised by my 
office and the local community. 
First and foremost, the commu-
nity expressed concerns about en-
vironmental impacts and how the 
traffic increase and transportation 
needs will be addressed. Only 
after the school received approval 
by the City Council did my office 

receive an abbreviated State Envi-
ronmental Quality Review, which 
cites “significant” anticipated im-
pacts on local traffic and parking 
conditions. The report draws this 
conclusion under the assumption 
that nearly all students will reside 
within a half mile of the school, 
and that 41% of students would 
walk to school.  
     Additionally, the DOE has 
repeatedly cited a need for seats 
in the Beechhurst/College Point/
Whitestone “subdistrict.” How-
ever, the DOE has also indicated 
that, with the expansion of P.S. 
169/Bell Academy, the Bay Ter-
race neighborhood’s need for 
primary seats will be met. When 
pressed about what impact the new 
school will have on the population 
at P.S. 169 and admissions priority 
at Bell Academy, the DOE and 
SCA have failed to deliver any 
clear answers. 
     Going forward, the City must 
fully address all of these con-
cerns and better engage parents 
and stakeholders in the decision 
making process related to this 
site. I urge the incoming Mayoral 
Administration to make strides to 
increase transparency in the City’s 
site selection process.”

Surprise Quadruplets Delivered at 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Queens!

     The NYC Health + Hospitals/
Queens recently had its first de-
livery of quadruplets!  They are 
the first quadruplets born in the 
history of Queens Hospital!
     The four babies were born on 
November 23 when mom was 
at 33 weeks gestation, and have 
since remained in the NICU.  Mom 
Chinyere brought her two baby 
daughters home on Monday, with 
the two baby boys soon to follow 
in the next few days.
     The arrival of a set of qua-

druplets – two girls and two boys 
-- born to Chinyere Okoro-Nwalor 
and her husband Donard of Spring-
field Gardens was a surprise even 
to them, as an earlier sonogram 
indicated the mom would be having 
triplets.   While Chinyere was in 
the process of delivering, her ob-
stetrician discovered an additional 
baby ready to be born.  The proud 
parents, who also have three older 
daughters, are originally from 
Nigeria and have recently settled 
in the borough of Queens.

Assemblyman Braunstein Delivers Thousands of Holiday 
Toys to Queens Children in Need

Holy Cross Toy Drive

PS 94 Toy Drive

     Assemblyman Edward C. 
Braunstein (D-Bayside) is proud 
to announce that, through the gen-
erosity of many Northeast Queens 
residents, schools and civic asso-
ciations, his office’s annual Holiday 
Toy Drive collected thousands of 
toys for needy and hospitalized chil-
dren. The toys have been distributed 
to several charitable organizations 
throughout Queens ahead of the 
holidays.
     “I’m overwhelmed by the gener-
osity shown by so many Northeast 
Queens residents, who through their 
donations have helped brighten the 
holiday season for thousands of 
local children in need,” said As-
semblyman Edward Braunstein. “I 
sincerely want to thank each and 
every person who donated, as well 
as Community Board 11, who part-
nered with my office on this effort. 
I wish you and your families a very 
healthy and happy holiday season!”
     Organizations who received the 
toys included: 4 Kids in Need drive 
for homeless families; QSAC Day 
School of Whitestone; QSAC Pre-
school & Early Childhood Center of 
Douglaston; Queens Chronicle Toy 
Drive; Ronald McDonald House; St. 
Mary’s Hospital for Children; Tran-
sition Domestic Violence Center; 
and the United States Army for the 
children of deployed military per-
sonnel from Fort Totten and other 
local reserve bases.
     A total of 17 local schools con-
tributed toys to the drive, as well as 
several community civic organiza-
tions. 

Assemblyman Braunstein is pictured with students and 
faculty at PS 94 in Little Neck.

Assemblyman Braunstein is pictured with students and 
faculty from Holy Cross High School in Auburndale.
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

(Dec. 24 to Dec. 30))

MoMAPS1

BirdClubPipingPloverPeterPaton 

    The entire world closes on 
Christmas Day, except Queens, 
where people can choose between 
two events. Other options around 
the big holiday include muppets, 
mulch, bird-watching, and story-
telling around a campfire.
●   Dec. 24, Henson Holiday Dou-
ble Feature, 1 pm & 4 pm. Watch 
two Muppet holiday specials ─ 
“The Great Santa Claus Switch” 
and “Jim Henson’s The Christmas 
Toy” -- with an introduction by 
The Jim Henson Legacy President 
Craig Shemin. Museum of the 
Moving Image, 36-01 35th Ave., 
Astoria’s Kaufman Arts District.
●   Dec. 25, Decade of Soul, 8 am. 
This group provides a musical 
journey through soul music with 
help from James Brown, Aretha 
Franklin, and Sammy Davis Jr. 
Resorts World New York City, 
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., South 
Jamaica.
●   Dec. 25, Winter Photo Scav-
enger Hunt, 10 am. A guided hike 
and photo scavenger hunt. Bring a 
digital camera or smartphone. Ju-
niper Valley Park Tennis Courts, 
vicinity of Juniper Boulevard 
South and 80th Street, Middle 
Village.
●   Dec. 26, Mulchfest, Jan. 6. 
Queens County Farm Museum is 
a drop-off site for the NYC Parks 
Department’s annual Mulchfest 
activity. Drop off Christmas trees 
for recycling between 10 am and 5 
pm, and they will be used for wood 
chipping and the provide mulch 

for parks around the city. Queens 
County Farm Museum, 73-50 
Little Neck Pkwy, Glen Oaks.
●   Dec. 26, The Mitchells vs. the 
Machines, Jan. 2. Watch this 2021 
animation about a lovable family 
of misfits who become humanity’s 
unlikely heroes after the Robot 
Apocalypse on Dec. 26 at 4 pm 
and Jan. 2 at 12:30 pm. Museum 
of the Moving Image, 36-01 35th 
Ave., Astoria’s Kaufman Arts 
District.
●   Dec. 26, Winter Bird Watching, 
10 am. Urban Park Rangers walk 
to some of the best viewing spots 
to see migratory birds in New 
York City. Meet at 130th Street 
and 11th Avenue in Powell’s Cove 
Park, College Point.
●   Dec. 27, Winter Youth Pro-
grams, Dec. 30. School is on vaca-
tion, but children can keep learn-
ing during with Winter Activities 
on Dec. 27 at 10:30 am; Birds 
in Winter on Dec. 28 at 10:30 
am; Wacky Science Adventures 
on Dec. 28 at 1:30 pm; Building 
Bridges on Dec. 28 at 1:30 pm; and 
Sensational Sharks on Dec. 29 at 
1 pm. Alley Pond Environmental 
Center, 224-65 76th Ave., Oakland 
Gardens.
●   Dec. 27, Gather Around the 
Campfire, 10 am. Urban Park 
Rangers help youngsters experi-
ence nature in a hands-on and fun 
way, which includes gathering by 
a campfire for an afternoon of 
story-telling and fireside activi-
ties. Alley Pond Park Adventure 

Course, Oakland Gardens.
●   Dec. 28, Decorative Bird 
Feeders, 1 pm. A family-friendly 
workshop to nourish wild birds 
in winter and add seasonal charm 
by creating outdoor feeders. Hot 
cocoa! Voelker Orth Museum, 
149-19 38th Ave. Flushing.
●   Dec. 28, Holiday Puppetry 
Fun, Jan. 1. Three events related 
to puppetry, including a guest 
appearance by Silly Willy (Dec. 
28 at 2 pm), music video-making 
(Dec. 30 at 2 pm), and recreating 
classic clips (Jan. 1 at 1 pm). Mu-
seum of the Moving Image, 36-01 
35th Ave., Astoria’s Kaufman Arts 
District.
●   Dec. 28, Wild Discoveries 
Animal Program, 11 am, 1 pm & 
3 pm. Alley Pond Environmental 
Center streams three live virtual 
programs that explore animals and 
animal life.
●   Dec. 29, Winter Wander in the 
Park, 10 am. A volunteer event 
with a craft activity for children, 
a walk through Willow Lake Pre-
serve with Urban Park Rangers, 
and the removal of invasive plant 
species along the Pat Dolan Trail. 
Willow Lake, 73-02 Park Drive E., 
Flushing Meadows Corona Park.
●   Dec. 29, Compost in the Class-
room, noon. Queens Botanical 
Garden’s Compost Team leads 
an online discussion of compost 
with a demonstration of its on-site 
composting process and how it 
relates to kinds of backyard indoor 
composting.

NYC Parks Cuts The Ribbon on First Phase of Reconstruction 
to Historic Vanderbilt Motor Parkway 

     NYC Parks Commissioner 
Gabrielle Fialkoff joined Queens 
Borough President Donovan Rich-
ards, State Senator John Liu, 
Assembly Member Nily Rozic, 
Council Member Barry Groden-
chik, Community Board 8 Chair 
Martha Taylor, and President of 
the Long Island Motor Parkway 
Preservation Society Howard 
Kroplick to cut the ribbon on the 
first phase of reconstruction of 
the Vanderbilt Motor Parkway 
in Alley Pond Park. Originally 
built in 1908 as a racecourse by 
the railroad mogul and financier 
William K. Vanderbilt, Jr., today 
the path serves as a scenic bike 
and pedestrian walkway that 
connects Cunningham and Alley 
Pond Parks in Eastern Queens.  
     “The Vanderbilt Motor Parkway 
is both a recreational asset and 
a living piece of New York City 
history – and now this bike and 
pedestrian path has received the 
makeover it deserves,” said NYC 
Parks Commissioner Gabrielle 
Fialkoff. “Thanks to $1.4 million 
from Council Member Groden-
chik and additional $415,000 from 
Mayor Bill de Blasio, this popular 
path now features about a mile of 
new asphalt, rustic fencing, and 
new benches, ensuring it will last 
for generations to come.” 
     “The Vanderbilt Long Island 
Motor Parkway had not been 
repaved in decades and was in 

desperate need of an upgrade,“ 
said Council Member Barry S. 
Grodenchik.  “My advocacy for 
this project was driven by the 
frequent requests I received from 
local residents for whom the path 
provides a clean, safe, quiet place 
for exercise and recreation; the 
ongoing pandemic only reinforces 
the importance of access to out-
door public space.  I thank the 
mayor for providing the funding 
that will allow the remainder of 
the path to be resurfaced and the 
parks department for doing a mag-
nificent job on the first stretch.” 
     The reconstruction project was 
funded with $1.85 million total, 
including $1.435 million from 
Council Member Grodenchik 
and an additional $415,000 from 
Mayor de Blasio. This project is 
the first phase of work that in-

cludes the reconstruction of 0.8 
miles  of the Vanderbilt Motor 
Parkway from Winchester Bou-
levard by the entrance to Alley 
Pond Park to Springfield Boule-
vard. The scope of work includes 
new asphalt pavement, new rustic 
timber guide rail, benches, trees 
and shrub plantings. 
     A second phase of renovations, 
funded by Mayor de Blasio with 
$3.685 million will address the ad-
ditional 2 miles of parkway, from 
Springfield Boulevard to 199th 
Street. It is expected to begin 
construction next year.  
     The Vanderbi lt  Motor  
Parkway, also known as Long Is-
land Motor Parkway, survives to-
day as a bicycle path, but began as 
America’s first all-elevated road 
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Applications Open For The 4th Annual New York City  
Public School Film Festival 

     The NYC Mayor’s Office 
of Media and Enter tainment 
(MOME) and the NYC Depart-
ment of Education (DOE) an-
nounced that applications are 
open for the 4th Annual New York 
City Public School Film Festival, 
celebrating the talent and diversity 
of student voices. DOE middle and 
high school students can apply 
now through March 25, 2022 at 
www.nyc.gov/nycpsfilmfestival. 
The New York City Public School 
Film Festival was created to pro-
vide opportunities for students 
to have their work recognized 
by industry leaders and explore 
careers in filmmaking. 
     Films will be selected for the 
festival by a panel of educators and 
media professionals, and screened 
at events on May 20 and 21, 2022. 
Following the screenings, student 
filmmakers will be invited to 
participate in discussions with 
industry professionals. Submis-
sion categories are: 
•    Animation 
•    Short feature/narrative 
•    Documentary 
•    Experimental 
•    P.S.A./Advocacy 
•    Submitted films must be 5 
minutes or less, and in .mp4 or 
.mov format. Films must use only 
original or public domain music. 
No nudity, profanity or violent acts 
are permitted. Student filmmakers 
must play the major creative role 
on the production of the submit-
ted works as directors, writers, 

and/or editors. Teacher directed, 
produced, or generated works 
will not be considered. Films will 
be selected and notification given 
by early-May 2022. For more 
information on the NYC Public 
School Film Festival, including 
full rules and regulations, please 
visit filmfreeway.com/NYCPub-
licSchoolFilmFestival. 
     Filmmakers from the 2021 
NYC Public School Film Festival 
had the opportunity to have their 
films viewed by the public, and 
to conduct on-camera interviews 
with leading film industry profes-
sionals, including composer of 
the Oscar-nominated Mudbound, 
Tamar-kali; director of Space Jam: 
A New Legacy Malcolm D. Lee; 
Oscar-nominated co-writer and 
co-director of the award-winning 
film Soul, Kemp Powers; editor of 
the Oscar-winning Judas and the 
Black Messiah, Kristan Sprague; 
director of the Aretha Franklin 
film, Respect, Liesl Tommy; and 
executive producer of Godfather 
of Harlem, Nina Yang Bongiovi.  
     Panelists involved in the offi-
cial selection process in previous 
years include director, producer 
& Emmy Award-winning docu-
mentary filmmaker Lisa Gossels; 
Emmy Award-winning f ilm-
maker, animator, and professor 
Jeff Scher; acclaimed Musician, 
Composer & Bandleader for The 
Late Show with Stephen Colbert, 
Jon Batiste; Executive Producer 
Mimi Valdes; Academy Award® 

and Golden Globe®-winning 
screenwriter and Co-Producer, 
Alexander Dinelaris; Academy 
Award®-winning editor, Tim 
Squyres; and producer of film, 
television and theatre projects, 
Dana Kuznetzkoff.  
     Filmmakers from the 2020 NYC 
Public School Film Festival had 
the opportunity to participate in a 
Film and Media Careers Expo for 
the chance to learn about industry 
workforce programs from some of 
NYC’s most innovative compa-
nies including Blue Sky Studios, 
VICE Media, RLab, Manhattan 
Neighborhood Network (MNN), 
Reel Works, Unseen Media, SVA, 
NYU, Hunter, and Brooklyn Col-
lege. 
     About THE MAYOR’S OF-
FICE OF MEDIA AND ENTER-
TAINMENT - The mission of 
the Mayor’s Office of Media and 
Entertainment (MOME) is to en-
sure New York City continues to 
be the creative capital of the world 
by supporting film, television, 
theatre, music, publishing, ad-
vertising and digital content, and 
ensuring those industries work for 
New Yorkers. In 2019, the creative 
industries accounted for more than 
500,000 local jobs and annually, 
have an economic impact of $150 
billion. MOME comprises four 
divisions: The Office of Film, 
Theatre and Broadcasting; NYC 
Media; the Office of Nightlife; 
and educational and workforce 
development initiatives.

that recognize its cultural power 
and environmental history. The 
grants are provided annually by 
The Alliance for Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park, the city park’s 
non-profit partner.  Located in the 
most diverse community in the 
country, Flushing Meadows Co-
rona Park serves approximately 
10 million park-goers annually. 
     “We are excited to welcome 
these two great artworks by in-
novative local artists to our park,” 
says Alliance for FMCP Execu-
tive Director Janice Melnick.    
     Going Back to The Meadows: 
A Tribute to LL Cool J and Perfor-
mance at FMCP by artist Sherwin 
Banfield  
Location:  David Dinkins Circle, 
near the boardwalk ramp entrance 
to the park from the #7 train en-
trance at Mets Willets Point.  
     Sherwin Banfield’s recent 
exhibitions include sculptures for 
the Queens Central Library, the 
Marine Air Terminal at LaGuar-
dia Airport, Socrates Sculpture 
Park, and the Factory LIC Gallery.  
     The artist describes this 
artwork as “a sculptural sonic 
performance artwork that evokes 
the feeling of Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park as an event space, 
channeled through the sonic 
frequency and artistry of Queens 
hip-hop legend LL Cool J.”   The 
8-foot-high cast bronze portrait 
bust, which sits atop a design 
resembling a polished stainless-
steel radio, features an audio 
playlist that runs through solar-
powered speakers.  
     The Giving Tree by artist 
Haksul Lee 
     Location: Lawn area north of 
The Rocket Thrower.
     Haksul Lee is a sculptor whose 

Alliance And NYC Parks Welcome Two 
New Artworks to Flushing Meadows 

Corona Park
recent exhibitions include The 
Immigrant Artists Biennial, a 
group show at the Korean Em-
bassy in Beijing, and the Phyllis 
Harriman Gallery.   
     The artist describes this 
artwork as taking the form of a 
tree, “to bring awareness of the 
environmental concerns in the 
Queens community.”  The main 
structure is made of recycled 
materials collected locally.  The 
top of the sculpture functions as a 
wind turbine to generate electric-
ity for a streetlight effect and to 
power outlets for park visitors to 
charge their phones. 
     NYC Parks’ Art in the Parks 
program - For over 50 years, NYC 
Parks’ Art in the Parks program 
has brought contemporary art-
works to the City’s public parks, 
making New York City one of the 
world’s largest open-air galleries. 
Since 1967, it has collaborated 
with arts organizations and art-
ists to produce over 2,000 public 
artworks by 1,300 notable and 
emerging artists in over 200 
parks.  For more information 
about Art in the Parks, please visit 
www.nyc.gov/parks/art. 
     Alliance for Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park - The mission of 
the Alliance for Flushing Mead-
ows Corona Park is to preserve, 
maintain, and improve Flushing 
Meadows Corona Park for the 
benefit and use of its surround-
ing communities and all New 
Yorkers. Our goal is to raise 
awareness and engage the com-
munity by caring for the natural 
environment, preserving history, 
and providing exceptional ameni-
ties and programming. For more 
information about the Alliance 
for Flushing Meadows Corona 
Park, please visit www.alliance-
forfmcp.org

     The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA) held its 16th 
‘Mask Force’ event today, with 
MTA leaders and volunteers dis-
tributing thousands of free masks 
throughout the transit system. The 
16th edition of Mask Force comes 
as the COVID-19 Omicron variant 
has become more prevalent in New 
York City, heightening the need to 
remind customers to wear a mask 
while on public transit.  
     “As the Omicron variant spreads 
throughout the New York City 
region, it’s more important than 
ever to remember that wearing 
a mask while riding is the best 
way to protect yourself and your 
fellow riders,” said Sarah Meyer, 
MTA Chief Customer Officer. 
“There are free masks available 
at subway station booths and 
on commuter railroad trains for 
anyone who needs one. There are 
announcements playing and thou-
sands of signs posted throughout 
the system reminding riders that 
masks are required. The message 
is crystal clear: mask up.” 
     Since its inception, more 
than 1,250 New Yorkers have 
participated in the MTA Mask 
Force, handing out about 880,000 
masks. Today, approximately 120 
volunteers distributed masks. 
Masks are still required onboard 
trains, buses, paratransit vehicles, 
and at indoor stations regardless 
of COVID-19 vaccination status. 
Latest surveys measure current 
mask usage is above 90% across 
all agencies. 
     Mask Force volunteers, MTA 
staff and elected officials today 
are at the following stations:  

•    74 St-Roosevelt Av-Jackson Hts   
•    E 180 St
•    Atlantic Av-Barclays Ctr 
•    Coney Island-Stillwell Av  
•    Grand Central Terminal 
•    Times Square-42 St  
•    168 St 
•    St. George SIR  
     The MTA has acquired for 
distribution to employees and cus-
tomers 43 million masks to date. 
In addition to the 13.4 million 
masks available for customers, the 
Authority has also made available 
750,000 2-oz bottles of hand sani-
tizer. Additionally, the Authority 
has distributed to its workforce 
29.6 million masks, 32.3 million 
pairs of gloves, 152,000 gallons 
of hand sanitizer, 307,000 7-oz 
and 2-oz bottles of hand sanitizer, 
17.9 million individual sanitizing 
cleaning wipes, 387,000 gallons 
of cleaning solution and 23,000 

face shields.    
     Employees and volunteers wear 
bright yellow t-shirts and vests 
identifying them as part of the 
team. To sign up to volunteer for 
the MTA Mask Force, visit new.
mta.info/maskforce.   
     The MTA first launched its 
Mask Force in July 2020 in order 
to supplement its existing distribu-
tion of masks in the transit system 
and acknowledge customers who 
are already compliant. Wear-
ing a face covering on public 
transportation in New York was 
required by law under Executive 
Order 202.18. A $50 fine was 
implemented on Sept. 14, 2020 
for violations.      
     Under updated CDC guidance, 
face masks are required on nearly 
all forms of public transportation 
through at least January 18, 2022, 
regardless of vaccination status.

MTA Holds 16th Mask Force to Promote COVID-19 Safety 
Against Omicron Variant

for cars. Originally built in 1908 
as a racecourse by the railroad 
mogul and financier William K. 
Vanderbilt, Jr. (1878-1944), the 
Parkway would later develop into 
a major public thoroughfare.  It 
was one of the first concrete roads 

NYC Parks Cuts The Ribbon on First 
Phase of Reconstruction to Historic 

Vanderbilt Motor Parkway
in the nation, the first highway 
to use bridges and overpasses, 
and the first high-speed route 
from Queens to Suffolk County.  
The Parkway’s largely untold 
history is filled with intrigue: 
race cars, bootlegging, historic 
preservation efforts, and public 
controversy.

Pacific American History and 
Culture Act,” Meng’s legislation 
would create a panel of individuals 
with various expertise in museum 
planning or APA research and 
culture to look into the viability of 
establishing, maintaining, funding 

and operating such a facility in the 
nation’s capital, possibly as part 
of the Smithsonian Institution in 
Washington, D.C., the world’s larg-
est museum and research complex. 
     Those who signed the letter 
include members of the Congres-
sional Asian Pacific American 
Caucus.

Meng Calls For Vote on Her Bill to 
Establish First National Asian Pacific 

American Museum
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MTA Long Island Rail Road Awards Contract to 
Upgrade a Vital Interlocking Near Queens Village
New Switches & Signal 
System Will Enhance the 
Main Line and Service To/
From New Elmont-UBS 
Arena Station

     The Metropolitan Trans-
portation Authority (MTA) 
Board today approved a 
contract to Hitachi Rail 
STS, USA Inc., for the cre-
ation and installation of 
a new signal system at a 
complex of switches near 
Queens Village that will 
enable the Long Island Rail 
Road to improve and in-
crease service along the 
Main Line between Hicks-
ville and Floral Park, and 
help the new Elmont-UBS 
Arena Station become a 
two-way full service stop. 
The switching complex is 
known as the Queens Inter-
locking.
     “This project advances 
upgrades necessary to cre-
ate a completely modern 
switch and signal system for 
the Long Island Rail Road,” 
said Jamie Torres-Springer, 
President of MTA Construc-
tion & Development. “With 

the LIRR Expansion and 
East Side Access projects on 
the horizon a modern switch 
and signal system will allow 
these projects to realize 
their full potential for more 
reliable, redundant, and safe 
service for riders. 
     “Upgrading the Queens 
Interlocking is a vital com-
ponent to unlock the full 
potential of a trifecta of 
projects: Mainline Expan-
sion, East Side Access and 
the new Elmont-UBS Arena 
Station. As our riders con-
tinue to return, they are 
going to experience a new 
LIRR,” said Phil Eng, Presi-
dent of MTA Long Island 
Rail Road.  “Accomplish-
ing this work in one of our 
busiest corridors while run-
ning over 200 trains daily 
through these work zones 
is testament to the ingenuity 
of our workforce. These new 
switches and signals will 
add redundancy, reliability 
and operational flexibility 
as we provide improved ser-
vice for our customers while 
keeping an eye on future 
needs and changing rider-

ship patterns. We’re excited 
for all that’s still to come for 
the LIRR and Long Island.”
     Queens Interlocking is 
divided into five separate 
remote control interlock-
ings that manage switching 
on the active tracks and 
provides switching access to 
LIRR’s new Elmont Station/
UBS Station. The Contract 
provides for the design, 
fabrication, assembly, de-
livery, systems integration 
and testing of a new signal  
system for Queens In-
t e r lo ck i ng ,  i nclud i ng  
pre-wired central instru-
ment locations (“CILs”), 
auxiliary huts, track cases, 
switches, signals and ancil-
lary equipment. The Design-
Builder will also set and se-
cure the assembled CILs and  
au x i l i a r y  hu t s  a t  t he  
Project site.  LIRR Force  
A c c o u n t  w i l l  i n -
s t a l l  a l l  w a y s i d e  
signal and switch equipment 
and connect all cables to the 
CILs and auxiliary huts.
This design-build project is 
part of the MTA’s 2015-2019 
Capital Program.

     Despite challenges faced 
this year due to the Covid-19 
pandemic and severe weath-
er, Resorts World New York 
City (RWNYC) is proud to 
announce a year of giving 
to our neighbors in Queens 
and throughout New York. 
RWNYC donated more than 
$500,000 to various non-
profits and organizations to 
support New Yorkers.
     “Here at Resorts World 
New York City, we are hon-
ored to give back to our com-
munity and show our appre-
ciation to all the incredible 
organizations in Queens 
and New York City. It has 
been a tough year because 
of the ongoing pandemic and 
Hurricane Ida, but we are 
New York, and New York-
ers stick together through 
good and bad times. We 
will continue to support our 
neighbors and spread some 
cheer throughout the year,” 
said Michelle Stoddart, VP, 
Community Development, 
Genting New York.
     Resorts World New York 
City’s donation of $50,000 
to the Boys & Girls Club 
of Metro Queens (BGC-
MQ) supported its after-
school and universal Pre-K 
programs, servicing over 
5,000 children in Queens. 
RWNYC team members 
also participated in BGC-
MQ’s Career Day to share 
their career journeys and 
purchased pre-K students’ 
wish lists gifts for a Secret 
Santa event.
     The Queens Cham-
ber of Commerce received 
$30,000, with RWNYC pay-
ing the annual chamber 
membership fees for 40 busi-
nesses that were financially 
affected by Covid-19, as part 

Resorts World New York City Enjoys The Gift of 
Giving Year Round

of the chamber’s Adopt-a-
Member program.
     In August, RWNYC’s 
donation of $25,000 to the 
Universal Hip Hop Museum 
gifted New Yorkers with 
some downtime by sponsor-
ing the Queens portion of 
New York City’s ‘It’s Time 
for Hip Hop’ concert series.
     Resorts World donated 
$20,000 to two of the Ja-
maica Center for Arts & 
Learning’s programs: its an-
nual Jamaica Flux public art 
project and its Black History 
Month programming.
     Resorts World New York 
City partnered with York 
College to start an ‘Intro to 
Gaming’ course, slated to 
launch next summer and de-
signed to introduce students 
to the exciting world of the 
casino gaming industry.
     To help patients con-
nect with their families and 
friends when Jamaica Hos-
pital Medical Center discon-
tinued its visitation policy, 
Resorts World generously 
donated $15,000 to help 
purchase iPads for patients 
in the hospital’s Covid-19 
wards. 
     RWNYC also donated to 
the following organizations:
•    Chinese Freemasons 
Athletic Club
•    Citymeals on Wheels
•    Long Island Children’s 
Museum
•    Louis Armstrong House 
Museum
•    New York Cares
•    Swim Strong Foundation
•    The River Fund New York
•    Toys for Tots
•    106 Precinct Community 
Council
     These gifts were made 
possible through Resorts 
World Gives, RWNYC’s 

corporate philanthropic pro-
gram, which invests in the 
economic and social prog-
ress of communities sur-
rounding RW properties. To 
learn more, visit rwnewyork.
com/resorts-world-gives/.
     Resorts World New 
York City was honored at 
the Queens Chamber of 
Commerce’s Building Rec-
ognition Awards for its im-
pressive construction of 
the Hyatt Regency JFK at 
Resorts World New York. 
The Queens Chamber of 
Commerce’s Building Rec-
ognition Awards recognize 
excellence in the design and 
construction of buildings 
and building projects con-
tributing to the architectural 
betterment of the Queens 
community since 1926. Re-
sorts World New York City 
took home the Best New 
Construction and Interior 
Design award in the hotel 
category. 
     2022 can’t come fast 
enough at Resorts World 
New York City, with nonstop 
entertainment and excit-
ing promotions rolling out 
each month. Ring in the 
New Year at Bar360 with a 
live DJ and a performance 
by George Lamond that’ll 
have you dancing all night 
long. Tickets are still avail-
able. Guests can stay for the 
weekend at our new luxury 
hotel, the Hyatt Regency 
JFK at Resorts World New 
York, with the New Year’s 
Eve Hotel Package, offering 
a two-night stay in a luxuri-
ous King or Queen guest-
room for just $575! You can 
always find out more about 
our latest promotions and 
events at rwnewyork.com/
promotions-events/.

Notice of formation of 397 
Wash ing ton  Ave  A lbany 
LLC. Articles of Organization 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York SSNY on 
11/19/21. Off ice located in 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated for service 
of process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC to 3091 44th 
St, Apt 1L Astoria, NY 11103. 
Purpose: any lawful purpose.  
12/23,30/2021,1/6,13,20&27/2022

Notice of formation of 24-11 41ST 
ST, LLC., a domestic LLC in NY. 
Articles of Organization filed with 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 12/15/2021. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
is designated as agent upon 
whom process against the LLC 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
a copy of any process to: The 
Sarah Saia Irrevocable Trust, 
166-47 20th Rd, Whitestone, NY 
11357. Purpose: Any lawful act.  
12/23,30/2021,1/6,13,20&27/2022

Maloney Applauds Biden Administration’s New 
Efforts to Protect Americans & Battle COVID-19

     Congresswoman Caro-
lyn B. Maloney (D-NY) 
released the following state-
ment after President Biden 
announced new actions to 
protect Americans and help 
communities and hospitals 
battle the COVID-19 Omi-
cron variant:
     “President Biden’s an-
nouncement today is good 
news for New York and the 
nation. It is exactly what 
we need right now as we 
face a surge of the COVID 
Omicron variant. These 
actions from the President 
will increase access to free 
testing, bring more support 
to hospitals, and expand 
our capacity to get shots 
in arms. This includes de-
ploying medical personnel 
across the country, expand-
ing hospital capacity, open-
ing emergency testing sites 
in hard-hit communities, 
and purchasing 500 million 
at-home rapid COVID tests 
for distribution to Ameri-
cans who want them. I am 
especially thankful for the 
aid that will be coming di-
rectly to New York, includ-
ing a new federal testing 
site in New York City by 
Christmas and 30 crewed 

ambulances.
     “We now have tools 
to effectively combat this 
wave of the pandemic. For 
any New Yorker who has 
not been vaccinated and 
received a booster shot, I 
urge you to get vaccinated 
as soon as possible – for 
the health and safety of our 
communities and yourself.
     “While this variant is 
a cause for concern and 
must be taken seriously, it 
is not a time to panic. We 
have the tools, we have the 
knowledge, and we have 
the planning capabilities 
to get through this. I com-
mend the President on these 
monumental steps to keep 
New Yorkers and every 
American safe this winter.”
     Background - Presi-
dent Biden announced new 
actions following the in-
creased presence of the 
COVID-19 Omicron vari-
ant throughout the United 
States ahead of the holidays:
•    More Free Testing
•    Federal emergency test-
ing sites will be setup in 
hard-hit areas, starting in 
NYC this week.
•    The federal govern-
ment will purchase a half-

billion at-home, rapid tests 
to be distributed for free to 
Americans that want them. 
Initial delivery is expected 
to start in January 2022.
•    More support for Hos-
pitals
•    The President will de-
ploy 1,000 military doctors, 
nurses, and medics to staff 
local hospitals.
•    He will deploy teams to 
setup more hospital beds.
•    He will deploy hundreds 
of ambulances and EMS 
crews to help transport pa-
tients to open beds.
•    He will preposition 
supplies from the Strategic 
National Stockpile -- masks, 
gloves, gowns, and ventila-
tors – so that if a hospital 
runs out, the federal govern-
ment can get those supplies 
to States that need them 
immediately.
•    More Shots in Arms
•    The President is deploy-
ing hundreds of more vac-
cinators.
•    The federal government 
is standing up new pop-up 
vaccination clinics nation-
wide.
•    Pharmacies are adding 
appointments and capacity 
across their networks.

Ice Theatre of New York, Inc. ® Awarded $30,000 
Grant by the New York State Council on the Arts 

     Ice Theatre of New York 
(ITNY) announced today 
the receipt of three grant 
awards totaling $30,000 
from the New York State 
Council on the Arts (NYS-
CA) to support the recovery 
of the nonprofit arts and 
culture sector. Following 
New York State’s $105 mil-
lion investment in the arts 
for FY2022, NYSCA has 
awarded more than $80 mil-
lion since June 2021.  
     Ice Theatre of New York’s 
three grants will support a 
project commissioned from 
choreographer Jody Sperling 
and a collaboration with new 
media artist LaJune McMil-
lian, as well as the organi-
zation’s recovery process. 
Jody Sperling’s new ice-
dance choreography, set to 
DJ Spooky’s “Of Water and 
Ice,” is a climate work that 
will explore the dynamics of 
melting ice and our relation-
ship to the vanishing polar 
icescape. Using real-time 

motion capture performance 
on ice, LaJune McMillian 
will showcase, celebrate, and 
honor Black figure skaters of 
the past and present in The 
Unseen. ITNY is thrilled 
that its first new media proj-
ect is in collaboration with 
an artist who has a skating 
background.  
     The arts have long been 
a critical sector in our econ-
omy, and as we continue to 
rebuild a stronger New York, 
it’s essential we do all we 
can help this industry thrive 
once again,” Governor Ho-
chul said. “These awardees 
represent the best of what 
New York’s vibrant com-
munities have to offer and 
with this funding in hand, 
they will be able to not only 
continue their creative and 
inspiring work but help spur 
revitalization in their own 
backyard as well.”
     “NYSCA applauds Gov-
ernor Kathy Hochul and the 
New York State Legislature 

for their responsive invest-
ment of $105 million for the 
nonprofit arts and culture 
sector. 2022 will continue to 
bring change and Ice Theatre 
of New York will play a vital 
role in the renewal of our 
state’s economy and cre-
ative ecosystem,” said Mara 
Manus, Executive Director, 
NYSCA. “On behalf of the 
entire NYSCA Team, we 
wish to extend our sincere 
congratulations on your 
award.” 
     “Council congratulates 
Ice Theatre of New York 
on their grant award! New 
York State arts and culture 
organizations inspire New 
Yorkers and cultivate com-
munity in every region,” 
said Katherine Nicholls, 
Chair, NYSCA. “Arts and 
culture are crucial to our 
state’s health, and Council 
recognizes the dynamic 
impact of NYSCA grantees 
on the well-being of all New 
Yorkers.”
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Sakh 28 LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 3/10/2020. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to Sohail 
Akhtar,  241-30 85th Rd., 
1st Fl. Apt., Bellerose, NY 
11426. General  Purpose. 
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021

Bay Terrace Recreational 
Center LLC, Ar ts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 8/18/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shal l  mail  process to 24-
15 Bell Blvd., Bayside, NY 
11360. General  Purpose. 
11/18,25,12/2,9,16&23/2021

3920 Anwood Drive LLC, Arts 
of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/10/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to 84-31 Van Wyck 
Expressway, apt. 3F, Jamaica, 
NY 11435. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

JW Pro Framers LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 6/17/2021. Cty: Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
83-15 98th St., #5F, Woodhaven, 
NY 11421. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Notice of Formation of JVJ 
CONSTRUCTION LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/02/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 3515 98th 
Street, Corona, NY 11368. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Notice of Formation of Loretta 
Rodriguez Co LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/12/2021. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
8431 62nd Drive, Apt V16, 
Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

DiDi Trucking, LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 6/22/2021. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 177-41 
105 Avenue, Queens, NY 
11433. General  Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

Tayloristry LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 11/5/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Ianna Taylor, 125-30 
Sutphin Blvd., B512, Jamaica, 
NY 11434. General Purpose. 
11/25,12/2,9,16,23&30/2021

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
PLE ASANT STAYS LLC. 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
11/10/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 144-26 228th 
St, 2FL, Laurelton, NY 11413. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice of Formation of 14 
LINCOLN PLACE INVESTOR 
PARTNER LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/08/21. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to:  Charney Companies, 
5 -26 46th Ave.,  Ste. 2A , 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice of formation of Jil l 
D iamant Archi tect  PLLC.  
Articles of Org. filed with the 
Secretary of State of New York 
(SSNY) on 11/18/21.  Office 
located in Queens County.  
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process.  SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the PLLC to: 
3442 80th Street #2, Jackson 
Heights, NY 11372.  Purpose:  
any lawful activity or purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

NEW CAIRO TAXI LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 11/19/2021. Of f ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 3434 44th St. Apt 2F, 
Long Island City, NY 11101. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

KGP Holdings LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 11/17/2021. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 204-
05 104th Ave., St. Albans, 
NY 11412. General Purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

Notice of Formation of ZELSIN 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 09/16/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y .  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved.  SSNY 
shall mail process to: 79-07 
Roosevelt Avenue, 2nd Floor, 
Jackson Heights, NY 11372. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

J&J 58 REALTY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 10/15/21. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 5812 196th 
St, Fresh Meadows, NY 11365. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

I N NOVATIV E SUCCESS 
SOLUTIONS, LLC, Arts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
11/29/2021. Office loc: Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: The 
LLC, 205-01 48th Avenue, 
Bayside, NY 11364. Reg Agent: 
Mona Ahmed, 205-01 48th 
Avenue, Bayside, NY 11364. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
HARDKNOX LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/13/2021. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 14350 Hoover Ave, 
Apt 514, Jamaica, NY 11435. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

MICRO NYC LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 11/10/21. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be served. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to the LLC, 14907 Beech 
Ave, Flushing, NY 11355. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/2,9,16,23,30/2021&1/6/2022

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
ROOMTEMP HVAC LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/04/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: 320 Beach 17th Street, 
Far Rockaway, NY 11691. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/9,16,23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

21 GATES LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the SSNY on 11/23/21. 
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 60-02 79th 
Street, Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/9,16,23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

Notice of Formation of FORTY 
ONE VENTURES LLC. Arts. 
of Org. f iled with Secy. of 
S ta te  o f  NY (SSNY )  on 
08/16/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 115-58 232 
Street, Jamaica, NY 11411. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/9,16,23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

66-30 Grand Avenue LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. 
o f  S t a te  o f  N Y (SS N Y ) 
11/15/2021. Cty: Queens. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process 
to Mohammed Khaleelullah, 
238 Stuart Rd., Valley Stream, 
NY 11581. General Purpose. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation: 140-33 
69 AVE LLC (the ‘LLC’) filed 
Articles of Organization with 
the New York Department of 
State on 02/19/2021. Office 
location: QUEENS County. 
The New York Secretary of 
State is designated as agent 
of the LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served and 
is directed to forward service 
of process to Lowenfeld Law 
Firm P.C. - 1706 Sheepshead 
Bay Rd, Brooklyn, NY 11235. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

20-15 46TH ST LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/08/21. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail copy of 
process to the LLC, 151-54 17th 
Avenue, Whitestone, NY 11357. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of WOMEN 
WHO INSPIRE LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 10/14/2021. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved. SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to: 7523 Main St, 
670676, Flushing, NY 11367. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of 535 EAST 
83RD ST LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 12/07/21. Office 
location: Queens County.  SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process 
to Attn: Aristotle G. Mirzaian, c/o 
Curcio Mirzaian Sirot LLC, 48 Wall 
St., 11th Fl., NY, NY 10005-2903. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice is hereby given that a 
license, number 1340677for 
beer and wine has been applied 
for by the undersigned* to 
sell beer and wine at retail 
under the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law at 5 -25 46th 
Avenue, Long Island City, NY 
11101-Queens County for 
on premises consumption. 
C U L T U R E  L A B  L I C .  
12/16&23/2021

Notice of Formation of HBL 
MURRAY SUITES LLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 09/08/2021. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC upon 
whom process against it may be 
served. SSNY shall mail process to: 
41-07 54 St, Apt 2F, Woodside, NY 
11377. Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

Notice of Formation of WALK THE 
DOG PET COMPANY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/09/2021. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent of 
LLC upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 20808 42nd 
Avenue, Bayside, NY 11361. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/16,23,30/2021,1/6,13&20/2022

PROBATE CITATION
File No. 2020-4576
SURROGATE’S COURT-
QUEENS COUNTY
CITATION
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK.
By the Grace of God Free and 
Independent
TO: Public Administrator: 
Queens County
Piroska Szekeres Heits
Heirs at law, next of kin, and 
distributees of Valerie Ebel 
deceased, if living, and if any 
of them be dead to their heirs 
at law, next of kin, distributees, 
l e g a t e e s ,  e x e c u t o r s , 
administrators, assignees 
and successors in interest 
whose names are unknown and 
cannot be ascertained after due 
diligence.
   A petition having been duly 
filed by John Somodi, who is 
domiciled at 7065 Castlesteads 
Drive, Aiken SC 29803
   YOU ARE HEREBY CITED 
TO SHOW CAUSE before the 
Surrogate’s Court, Queens 
County, at 88 -11 Sutphin 
Boulevard, Jamaica, New York 
on 17th day of February, 2022 
at 9:30 A.M. of that day, why a 
decree should not be made in 
the estate of Valerie Ebel lately 
domiciled at 67-71 Yellowstone 
Boulevard, Forest Hills NY 
11375 admitting to probate a 
Will dated March 17, 2016,
(a Codicil dated___ )(a Codicil 
dated___ ), a copy of which is 
attached, as the Will of Valerie 
Ebel deceased, relating to real 
and personal property, and 
directing that
[x] Letters Testamentary issue 
to : John Somodi
[ ] Letters of Trusteeship issue 
to : ___
[ ] letters of Administration 
C.T.A. issue to : __
NOTICE: THIS CITATION 
IS SERVED UPON YOU 
AS REQUIRED BY LAW. 
AS A  RESU LT OF TH E 
MEASURES ADOPTED BY 
THE COURT TO COMBAT 
THE SPREAD OF COVID-19, 
PHYSICAL PRESENCE AT 
THE COURTHOUSE ON THE 
RETURN DATE IS LIMITED 
THEREFORE, IF YOU WISH 
TO CONTEST THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED,  YOU,  O R 
AN ATTORNEY ON YOUR 
BEHALF, MUST CONTACT 
THE COURT PRIOR TO TH1S 
DATE IN THE MANNER SET 
FORTH IN THE ATTACHED 
NOTICE. IF YOU DO NOT 
CONTACT THE COURT AS 
SET FORTH IN THE NOTICE 
IT WILL. BE FOUND YOU 
CONSENT TO THE RELIEF 
REQUESTED.
12-15-2021
(Seal)
HON. PETER J KELLY
Surrogate
JAMES LIM BECKER
Chief Clerk
Jason W. Stern, Esq.
Attorney for Petitioner
108-18 Queens Blvd
Forest Hills NY 11375
Address of Attorney
(718) 261 -2444
Telephone Number
[Note: This citation is served 
upon you as required by law. 
You art not required to appear. 
If you fail to appear it will be 

assumed you do not Object to 
the relief requested. You have a 
right to have an attorney appear 
for you.]
12/23,30/2021,1/6&13/2022

Notice of Formation of Corner 
Stone MDL Member LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/2/21. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shal l  mai l  process 
to: c/o Muss Development, 
LLC, 118-35 Queens Blvd, 
Fores t  H i l l s ,  NY 11375 . 
Purpose: any lawful activity.  
12/23,30/2021,1/6,13,20&27/2022

Notice is hereby given that an 
Order entered by the Civil Court, 
Queens County, on the 31st  
day of August, 2021, bearing 
Index Number NC-000469-21/
QU, a copy of which may be 
examined at the Office of the 
Clerk, located at 89-17 Sutphin 
Boulevard, Jamaica, NY 11435, 
grants me (us) the right to: 
Assume the name of (First) 
HEIDY (Middle) VALENTINA 
(Last) OJEDA PAREDES; 
My present name is (First) 
HEIDY (Middle) VALENTINA 
(Last) OJEDA (infant). The 
city and state of my present 
address are Elmhurst, NY; My 
place of birth is QUEENS, NY; 
and, the month and year of 
my birth are February 2021. 
12/23/2021.

Notice of Formation of MIC 
LARRY ENTERTAINMENT 
LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 12/02/2021. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 909 3rd Avenue, 
Unit 542, New York, NY 10150. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/23,30/2021,1/6,13,20&27/2022

Notice is hereby given an order 
entered by the Supreme Court, 
Queens County, on the 23rd 
day of November, 2021 bearing 
Index Number 723161/2021, a 
Copy of which may be examined 
at the office of the clerk, located 
at Queens Supreme Court, 88-
11 Sutphin Boulevard, Jamaica, 
NY 11435, grants me the right 
to assume the name of Angela 
Eunji Kim. The city and state 
of my present address are 
Whitestone, New York; the 
month and year of my birth 
are July 2005; the place of my 
birth is Kwangju, South Korea; 
my present name is Eunji Kim.  
12/23/2021

90 Street Realty LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 11/15/2021. Cty: 
Queens. SSNY desig. as agent 
upon whom process against 
may be served & shall mail 
process to Jiashu Xu, 112-15 
Northern Blvd., #2, Corona, 
NY 11368. General Purpose. 
12/23,30/2021,1/6,13,20&27/2022
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Holiday Toy Distribution

     The Queens District Attor-
neys Office co-sponsored a toy 
giveaway and holiday celebration 
event in collaboration with the 
NYC 100 Strong community ad-
vocacy organization in the Rocka-

ways last week.
     Hundreds of children were able 
to enjoy the festivities, complete 
with entertainment performances, 
upon dismissal from their school 
day.

Wishing everyone the best Christmas 
Season possible, and for a Healthy 
New Year.

Joseph P. Addabbo, Jr. 
New York State Senator 

District 15

District Offices:
159-53 102nd Street  66-85 73rd Place
Howard Beach, N.Y. 11414  Middle Village, N.Y. 11379
(718) 738-1111                                     (718) 497-1630
(718) 322-5760 (F)  (718) 497-1761 (F)


