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DA Melinda Katz Charges Operators 
Of Unlicensed Cannabis Dispensary in 

Rockaway Park  

VNS Health Asian-American 
Community Hub “Tackles Inequalities” 

in Flushing

Congresswoman Grace Meng, Council Member Sandra Ung and Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards joined VNS Health CEO and President Dan Savitt as they gathered 
alongside distinguished Queens and VNS Health leadership to celebrate the grand 
opening of the VNS Health Community Center in Flushing Queens. See story on page 2.

Toy Donations to Military Families 
Of The U.S. Army’s 77th Sustainment 

Brigade At Fort Totten

Sen. Liu, Champions Martial Arts International and Operation Child Rescue. See story on page 6.

Queens DA Melinda Katz inside the alleged illegal cannabis 
dispensary during a Court-authorized search warrant on 
December 14, 2022. (Rockaway Park) 
     Queens District Attorney  
Melinda Katz announced that two 
men were charged with unlawful 
sale and criminal possession of 
cannabis for allegedly operating 
an illegal marijuana dispensary 

from a converted school bus in 
Rockaway Park, across from the 
Rockaway Ferry Dock, less than 
two blocks from nearby schools. 

Investigation and Charges Come After Community 
Complaints Cannabis Products Sold Less Than Two 

Blocks from Local Schools 
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Park Side Restaurant
Queens’Finest Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the heart of Corona, 
Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a destination that is worth the trip. 
After one visit, you will be sure to be back again and again for one the 
city’s Best Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients and attention to 
detail served by our professional staff. Park Side is also happy to host your 
next function with our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.
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DA Melinda Katz Charges Operators Of Unlicensed  
Cannabis Dispensary in Rockaway Park  

VNS Health Asian-American Community Hub “Tackles 
Inequalities” in Flushing

     Notable leaders from the 
Queens community joined VNS 
Health to celebrate the opening of 
the home health care nonprofit’s 
new Community Center in Flush-
ing. The new center is a welcome 
resource for many people living 
in the neighborhood.  
     Notable guests and speakers 
at the grand opening celebration 
included Congresswoman Grace 
Meng, Queens Borough President 
Donovan Richards, Council Mem-

ber Sandra Ung, and other health 
care partners and leaders from the 
Chinese American community.
     The new center is one of three 
VNS Health Community hubs 
serving the Asian-American 
community in Queens, Manhat-
tan and Brooklyn, where another 
new center opened in Sunset Park 
on Dec 5th. The Flushing center 
is a place where seniors can eas-
ily access culturally competent 
care, education and connect with 
local health and social support 
resources.

     At the Grand Opening event, 
VNS Health CEO and President 
CEO Dan Savitt emphasized the 
importance of connecting disad-
vantaged populations, particularly 
low-income older adults with the 
support they need to live healthy 
lives. “We are so proud to be 
deepening our connection here in 
Flushing. Our goal is to help sim-
plify health care, make it easier to 
access, and meaningful for our 
neighbors in the community. We 
look forward to serving you in 
this great new community center.”

The seizure of the truck comes 
on the heels of an investigation 
by District Attorney Katz’s office 
triggered by complaints about 
the illegal sales from members 
of the local community and amid 
growing health concerns about 
contaminants in illicit cannabis 
products.  
     District Attorney Katz said: 
“Stores, trucks and other outlets 
currently selling recreational 
marijuana are doing so illegally. 
What consumers are buying from 
these sellers is not regulated and 
most certainly has not been tested 
by the state. Private testing has 
found that the cannabis products 
sold through these illegal opera-
tions often contain harmful con-
taminants. And the illegal dealers 
are undercutting the legal sellers 
before they are even able to get 
started, translating into lost tax 
revenue and lost funding for es-
sential public services.” 
     New York City Sheriff Anthony 
Miranda said: “The Sheriff’s 
Office will continue to work col-
laboratively with all of our law 
enforcement partners to address 
this public safety crisis in order to 
protect all New Yorkers. While the 
city has an obligation to support 
legal dispensaries, many stores 
in each borough continue to break 
the law by selling unregulated 
products which are dangerous 
and often marketed to children. 
We will continue to work with 
our partners to take enforcement 
actions against those who sell this 
contraband and evade taxes. The 
Sheriff’s Office thanks Queens 
District Attorney Katz and her 
staff for their diligent work on 
this joint investigation and we 
will continue to partner with her 
office to address these public 
safety issues.”  
     Currently, legal cannabis sales 
in New York are only available 
to patients at 38 state-authorized 
medical dispensaries. State regu-
lators recently awarded 36 of 
the state’s first retail dispensary 
licenses last month, indicating that 
legal sales of recreational cannabis 
would begin this month. 
     Omar Herrera, 32, and David 
Reilly, 47, of Beach 105th Street in 
Rockaway Park, were charged on a 
57-count complaint charging them 
with criminal sale of cannabis 
in the second and third degrees, 
criminal possession of cannabis in 
the third degree, unlawful sale of 
cannabis, and unlawful possession 
of cannabis.
Herrera and Reilly allegedly oper-

ated their business, Beach Boyz 
Budz, seven days a week, from 
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., while parked 
across from the Rockaway Ferry 
dock—less than two blocks from 
two neighborhood schools—to 
attract business from passengers 
getting on and off the Rockaway 
Ferry. According to the complaint, 
the operation of this business was 
conducted without required autho-
rization from the New York State 
Office of Cannabis Management.   
     During an investigation by 
District Attorney Katz’s office in 
collaboration with the New York 
City Sheriff’s Office, undercover 
controlled purchases from Her-
rera and Reilly included more 
than a 2.5 pounds of cannabis 
plant; more than 40 pre-rolled 
cannabis cigarettes and cigars; 
nine THC vaporizer “pens;” can-
nabis edible gummy candies; and 
approximately two grams of raw 
concentrated cannabis oil. 
     On December 14, members of 
the Queens District Attorney’s 
Detective Bureau assisted by 
members of the New York City 
Sherriff ’s Office, executed a 
Court-authorized search warrant 
of the dispensary, during which 
the following items were recov-
ered: 
•    Over one pound of cannabis 
plant 

•    Approximately 274 pre-rolled 
cannabis cigarettes and cigars of 
an aggregate weight of more than 
three ounces 
•    Twenty-nine cannabis vapor-
izer “pens” 
•    Ten 1,000 milligram bottles 
containing cannabis syrup  
•    Two jars of cannabis crumble 
•    Forty-nine bags of assorted 
cannabis edible gummy candies 
and cookies 
     DA Katz said a recent inves-
tigative report issued by the New 
York Medical Cannabis Industry 
Association, which represents 
licensed dispensaries, revealed 
the presence of e. coli, lead, sal-
monella and other contaminants 
in pop-up and illegal dispensary 
products throughout the State. 
Furthermore, the report revealed 
that mislabeling and youth-target-
ed branding utilized by the illegal 
businesses have oftentimes placed 
consumers at risk, threatening the 
overall success of the State’s adult-
use program.  
     Assisting in the investigation 
were members of the New York 
City Sheriff’s Office as well as 
members of the New York State 
Department of Corrections and 
Community Supervision. 
     The investigation was con-

Pictured from right to left: New York City Sheriff Anthony 
Miranda, Queens DA Melinda Katz and member of the City 
Sheriff’s Office inside the alleged illegal cannabis dispensary 
during a Court-authorized search warrant on December 14, 
2022. (Rockaway Park) See story on page 2.
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ducted by Assistant District At-
torney Attaul Haq of the District 
Attorney’s Crime Strategies and 
Intelligence Unit, with assistance 
from Supervising Intelligence 
Analyst Jennifer Rudy, under the 
supervision of Assistant District 
Attorney Shanon LaCorte, Unit 
Director, along with members of 
the Queens District Attorney’s 
Detective Bureau under the super-
vision of Sergeant Joseph Oliver 
and Lieutenant Janet Helgeson, 
and under the overall supervision 
of the Chief of Detectives Thomas 

DA Melinda Katz Charges Operators 
Of Unlicensed Cannabis Dispensary in 

Rockaway Park 
Conforti.  
     Assistant District Attorney 
Kieran Linehan, Supervisor, 
Major Narcotics in the District 
Attorney’s Major 
Economic Crimes Bureau, is 
prosecuting the case under the 
supervision of Assistant District 
Attorney Mary Lowenburg, Bu-
reau Chief, Assistant District 
Attorney Catherine Kane, Senior 
Deputy Bureau Chief, Assistant 
District Attorney Jonathan Scharf, 
Deputy Bureau Chief, and under 
the overall supervision of Execu-
tive Assistant District Attorney of 
Investigations Gerard Brave.

Work Includes Accessibility and 
Resiliency Upgrades and State 
of Good Repair Work at Twelve 
Subway Stations 

     The Metropolitan Transporta-
tion Authority (MTA) highlighted 
ongoing and upcoming projects 
taking place along the 7 line in 
Manhattan and Queens. Work 
includes accessibility and safety 
improvements, state of good re-
pair work and resiliency upgrades 
in the Steinway Tube. 
     “MTA Construction and De-
velopment is prioritizing projects 
including accessibility and state 
of good repair that will enhance 
stations and extend the lifespan 
of our infrastructure for years to 
come,” said MTA Construction 
& Development President Jamie 
Torres-Springer. “We are closely 
coordinating the schedules of 
these projects to maximize the 
efficiency of track outages and 
minimize the impacts to our 
customers.” 
     “Improving the customer ex-
perience at stations and on-board 
trains is our North Star,” said 
New York City Transit President 
Richard Davey. “And as riders 
return to the subway system, 
these projects will result in better 
and more efficient service with 
a more accessible system for all 
New Yorkers.” 
     Grand Central-42 St Station 
Upgrades and Circulation Im-
provements  
     The MTA continues to move 
forward with major capital im-
provements at the 42 St-Grand 
Central station complex. Begin-
ning Friday, Dec. 16, crews will 
be replacing the first two of eight 
escalators slated for replacement, 
in addition to ongoing subway 
mezzanine improvements and 
structural repairs. Beginning 
next year, work will begin to add 
additional stairway access to the 
Flushing 7 line platform, as well 
as to widen two existing stairways 
connecting to the Lexington Av 
4/5/6 platforms. 
     Benefits of this work include 
additional access points and 
faster escalator speeds to improve 
circulation, more reliable escala-
tor service with less unplanned 
maintenance, improved lighting, 
customer information, ceilings 
and architectural finishes, wider 
platform stairs for safer and im-
proved customer circulation and 
new ventilators to reduce water 

MTA Details Improvement Projects Along The 7 Line 

infiltration and improve air cir-
culation. 
Flushing-Main Street Pedestrian 
Circulation Improvements 
     Construction to significantly 
improve the rider experience at 
Flushing-Main St station began 
in June and will continue through 
2023. Crews are installing eight 
new staircases to ease current 
overcrowding and acute conges-
tion on platform and street level 
stairs during peak hours. The new 
stairs will better accommodate 
both incoming and outgoing pas-
sengers west of Main St while 
improving service for those using 
all stairs throughout the station. 
     Four new street to mezzanine 
stairs are being installed on the 
north and south corners of Main 
St and to the west of Main St 
along both the north and south 
sides of Roosevelt Ave. Four new 
mezzanine to platform stairs are 
also being installed. Four existing 
street stairs are being rehabilitated 
for ADA compliance and four 
existing platform stairs are being 
reoriented. The mezzanine is be-
ing expanded and two new fare 
control areas with six new turn-
stiles are being constructed. The 
existing CCTV camera system is 
being upgraded and wayfinding 
signs within the station are being 
improved.  
Accessibility Upgrades at Queens-
boro Plaza 
     Work on accessibility upgrades 
at the Queensboro Plaza subway 
station will ramp up in early 2023 
and include two street to mez-
zanine elevators, one of which is 
the second transit improvement 
bonus under Zoning for Acces-
sibility (ZFA).  
Other components of the project 
include: one new mezzanine to 
platform elevator, new ADA 
boarding areas including new 
platform edges, a new ADA ramp 
at the mezzanine level, modified 
pedestrian bridges, mezzanine 
enlargement, ADA upgrades for 
existing street and station stairs 
and new safety features including 
CCTV cameras, a new public ad-
dress system and digital customer 
information screens.  
     State of Good Repair Work at 
Seven Subway Stations  
      In September, the MTA 
awarded a contract for state of 
good repair work and other station 
improvements at the 61 St-Wood-
side and 74 St-Broadway stations. 
Construction will begin in 2023.  

     At 61 St-Woodside, crews will 
be making repairs to the track 
support structure, reconstruct-
ing platforms with new plat-
form edges and ADA-compliant 
boarding areas, replacing stairs, 
upgrading station drainage and 
waterproofing, and performing 
other structural repairs. The exist-
ing street-to-mezzanine escalator 
at 61 St-Woodside will also be 
replaced, in addition to three es-
calators at 74 St-Broadway. 
     This month, the MTA is also 
awarding a multi-phase contract 
for improvements at the 52 St, 
69 St, 82 St, 103 St and 111 St 
stations. Crews will be replac-
ing stairs; eliminating uneven 
walking surfaces by replacing 
the mezzanine f loor and plat-
form; upgrading the customer 
experience with new windscreens, 
artwork and painting; upgrading 
and installing light fixtures and 
installing CCTV cameras to en-
hance safety.  
Steinway Tube Improvements  
     Work on the Steinway Tube 
project is expected to begin next 
year and includes several resil-
iency and state of good repair 
improvements. As part of this 
project, a 60-ft long reinforced 
concrete flood wall and deploy-
able flood gate will be installed 
just outside of the Hunters Point 
Av station, which can be deployed 
in advance of a coastal storm to 
prevent water from entering the 
Steinway Tube. Several resiliency 
improvements will be made to 
under river tube pump rooms, 
including elevating controls and 
providing generator connections. 
Corrosion preventative measures 
are also being added to the pump 
discharge lines.  
     “Station ReNEWvation” at 
Vernon Blvd-Jackson Av and 
Court Sq Stations 
     Vernon Blvd and Court Sq will 
undergo “Station ReNEWvation” 
work during the first quarter of 
2023. While these stations are 
scheduled for planned weekend 
outages, New York City Transit 
will piggyback with deep cleaning 
and cosmetic upgrades include 
power washing the station; remov-
ing gum from floors, benches, 
staircases or columns; repainting 
columns and retiling platforms 
or walls where necessary. Fol-
lowing initial deep cleanings and 
repairs, routine and specialized 
cleaning will maintain this level 
of cleanliness.

Pfizer-BioNTech bivalent vac-
cines available for children un-
der 5 years old and as young as 6 
months at pediatric practices in 
all 11 public hospitals

Not a patient? Use the City’s 
Vaccine Finder or call 877-NYC-
4NYC (877-692-4692) to schedule 
an appointment

     NYC Health + Hospitals is 
now offering updated COVID-19 
bivalent vaccines for babies, tod-
dlers, and preschoolers, following 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s (CDC) recom-
mendation that children as young 
as 6 months receive the updated 
vaccine that helps protect against 
the newer variants of the virus. 
The Pfizer-BioNTech primary 
series for babies and toddlers is 
three doses. According to the 
updated CDC guidance, the first 
two shots should be the original, 
monovalent vaccine given three 
to eight weeks apart. The third 
dose is given at least eight weeks 
after the second and, now, should 
be the updated, bivalent vaccine. 
The city’s municipal health care 
system will offer the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine for children 
under the age of 5, and as young as 
6 months, in its pediatric practices 
at all 11 hospitals. New Yorkers 
can use the City’s Vax Finder or 
call 877-NYC-4NYC (877-692-
4692) to schedule an appointment.
     “As a parent, I know how 
important it is to protect our chil-
dren from severe illness. That’s 
why I’m urging New Yorkers to 
get their little ones vaccinated 
against new variants as the virus 
that causes COVID-19 continues 
to evolve,” said NYC Health + 
Hospitals President and CEO 
Mitchell Katz, MD. “The updated 
shot is safe and effective. We want 
our children to enjoy the holidays 
surrounded by loved ones.”
     “We are very pleased to make 
available to our youngest patients 
the updated, bivalent COVID-19 
vaccine” said NYC Health + 
Hospitals Ambulatory Care Chief 
Medical Officer Andrew B. Wal-
lach, MD, FACP. “These updated, 
bivalent vaccines offer the best 
protection against the current 
variants of the COVID-19 virus 
circulating in our communities.  
Further, they are safe and effective 
and prevent hospitalization and 

death from COVID-19.”
     Children 6 months through 
4 years of age who have already 
completed their three-dose pri-
mary series with the original, 
monovalent Pf izer-BioNTech 
COVID-19 vaccine will not be 
eligible for a booster dose of an 
updated bivalent vaccine at this 
time, according to the Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA). 
Children in this age group who 
already completed their primary 
series would still be expected to 
have protection against the most 
serious outcomes from the cur-
rently circulating omicron variant. 
     Children will be closely moni-
tored for 15 minutes after each 
dose as is standard for all child-
hood vaccinations. Children may 
experience similar side effects to 
vaccination as adults, with usually 
mild effects lasting one to two 
days. A parent or guardian must 
provide consent for their child to 
be vaccinated.
     Updated COVID-19 vaccines 
are formulated to protect against 
some of the more recently circulat-
ing variants. COVID-19 vaccines 
are critical to providing ongoing 
protection as immunity wanes 
and the virus continues to mutate. 
     NYC Health + Hospitals pa-
tients are encouraged to schedule 
an appointment for their child’s 
vaccine by calling their pediatri-
cian’s practice directly.
     Vaccines for All
     NYC Health + Hospitals offers 
COVID-19 vaccines for everyone 
6 months and older. Children ages 
5 to 17 should receive two doses 
of the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine, 
given three weeks apart. Adoles-
cents ages 12 through 15 can also 
get their shot at some NYC Health 
+ Hospitals/Gotham Health sites. 
Our health care system is offering 
an additional primary series dose 
(third dose) of the COVID-19 vac-
cine to eligible New Yorkers with 
certain immunocompromising 
conditions or who receive treat-
ments that weaken their immune 
system. You can schedule an ap-
pointment here. For more informa-
tion, visit our COVID-19 vaccine 
web page.
     Anyone who is not a NYC 
Health + Hospitals patient can use 
the City’s Vaccine Finder or call 
877-NYC-4NYC (877-629-4692) 
to schedule an appointment at 
other locations.

NYC Health + Hospitals Now Offers 
Updated Covid-19 Bivalent Shot For 

Children as Young As 6 Months 

Understand The Difference Be-
tween Warranties and Service 
Contracts, and Know What to 
Look for Before Making Big 
Purchases 

Secretary Of State Robert Rodri-
guez, “As the holiday shopping 
season comes to a close, it’s 
important for shoppers to stay 
informed and make smart, safe 
decisions, especially when mak-
ing big purchases.” 

     As the final part of its five-part 
consumer alert holiday series, the 
Department of State’s Division 

of Consumer Protection (DCP) 
reminds shoppers of New York 
State laws regarding warranties 
and service contracts so consum-
ers can make informed decisions 
about holiday purchases. To avoid 
surprises, DCP recommends that 
consumers understand what to 
look for when reviewing warran-
ties and service contracts.
     “As the holiday shopping season 
comes to a close, it’s important 
for shoppers to stay informed 
and make smart, safe decisions, 
especially when making big pur-
chases,” said New York Secretary 
of State Robert Rodriguez. “To be 

sure you’re getting what you pay 
for, I urge all New Yorkers to pay 
close attention to any warranties 
or available service contracts that 
are offered when spending your 
hard-earned money.”
     It’s important that consumers 
pay attention to warranties and 
service contracts when making 
large purchases. To help under-
stand your options, DCP offers 
the following tips: 
Know the Difference Between 
Warranties and Service Contracts: 
Warranties and service contracts 

Consumer Alert: NYS Division of Consumer Protection 
Provides Tips to Help Consumers Navigate The Holiday 

Shopping Season
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With much of the funding used 
up, requests for money from the 
program currently exceed avail-
able funds

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY) 
and Senator Edward Markey (D-
MA) today called on House and 
Senate leaders to provide another 
$1 billion for the Emergency Con-
nectivity Fund (ECF), the $7.1 
billion dollar program the two 
lawmakers helped create last year 
that connects more students to the 
internet. The money, which pays 
for devices and broadband ser-
vices, helps students who have had 
no internet access get online, and 
schools and libraries in Queens 
and New York City have received 
millions from the program. 
     “I am proud to have helped 
create the Emergency Connectiv-
ity Fund which has greatly ben-
efited schools and libraries here 
in Queens and New York City 
including funds for the Queens 
Public Library,” said Meng. “The 
money has helped local students 
connect to the internet after many 
lacked an internet connection, 
and it has done so as our borough 
and city have recovered from the 
COVID-19 pandemic, during 
which we saw how crucial internet 
access is for our kids’ schoolwork. 
But we need more funding to keep 
the program going, and I urge con-
gressional leaders to ensure that 
additional funds are allocated.”

Meng And Markey Urge Additional Money For $7 Billion 
Fund They Created Last Year That Helps More Students  

Access The Internet; Program Has Provided  
Millions to Schools And Libraries in Queens And NYC

     Meng and Markey made their 
request for the increased funding 
in a letter they sent to the House 
Speaker, House Minority Leader 
and the Senate Majority and Mi-
nority Leaders, asking that the 
money be included in an upcoming 
spending bill that funds the federal 
government. 
     This additional funding would 
be sufficient for the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) 
to fund every valid application it 
received in the most recent appli-
cation window. In May, the FCC 
announced that it had received 
more than $2.8 billion in requests 
for ECF funds in the most recent 
application window – far more 
than the estimated $1.5 billion in 
remaining funds.
     “Without congressional action, 
we may stumble over this digital 
cliff with devastating conse-
quences,” Meng and Markey wrote 
in their letter. “Kids who relied 
on ECF-provided laptops and 
hotspots to complete their home-
work could suddenly find them-
selves in the dark, returned to pre-
ECF years when they struggled 
to keep up with their connected 
classmates. Teachers who counted 
on the ECF program to allow them 
to draft lesson plans and connect to 
students and their parents at home 
will lose these crucial resources.”
     “This impact will fall hardest 
on the low-income, disadvantaged, 
and rural communities that relied 

most heavily on the ECF,” the 
lawmakers also wrote. “The end 
of the Emergency Connectivity 
Fund will effectively turn an im-
portant investment in our students 
into stranded assets and a wasted 
opportunity. […] To avoid this 
damaging outcome, we urge you 
to support an additional $1 billion 
in funding for the Emergency 
Connectivity Fund as part of the 
disaster supplemental division 
in the fiscal 2023 omnibus. We 
cannot let millions of students fall 
back into the digital divide.”
     The spending bill that Meng 
and Markey are seeking to include 
the $1 billion in is the disaster 
supplemental division of the year-
end omnibus legislation. The two 
helped create the Emergency 
Connectivity Fund by securing the 
program in the American Rescue 
Plan, the COVID-19 relief bill that 
was enacted in 2021. 
     In June, Meng and Markey were 
joined by their colleague Sena-
tor Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) in 
leading dozens of their colleagues 
on a letter urging congressional 
leadership to support their con-
tinued efforts to provide funding 
for the ECF. In July 2021, the three 
lawmakers also introduced the Se-
curing Universal Communications 
Connectivity to Ensure Students 
Succeed (SUCCESS) Act, which 
would provide an additional $8 
billion a year over five years to 
the ECF.

     Steve Cohen is inviting the 
people who live and work in 
Queens to the next visioning 
session at Citi Field on January 
7, 2023. This visioning session 
builds on months of discussions 
with community groups and lead-
ers, and kicks off the next series 
of sessions Cohen’s team will host 
to hear directly from those who 
know what is best for their com-
munity about how to re-imagine 
the space around Citi Field. 
     For too long the area around 
Citi Field has been 50 acres of 
vacant asphalt and wasted op-
portunity that isn’t serving the 
community to its full potential. 
This area is a barrier that divides 
neighborhoods from each other 
and the nearby communities from 
the waterfront. 
     Over the last two decades, many 
cities have realized the potential 
of connecting ballparks with 
the community. Great ballparks 
across the country have created 
meaningful experiences for not 
only fans but the surrounding 
communities as well with open 
spaces for parks, different forms 
of entertainment and recreational 
activities. 
     “For months, we have been 
listening to the local community 
who keeps telling us there is more 

Steve Cohen Invites Queens Community to  
Visioning Session at Citi Field 

Series of sessions to hear directly from community on how to re-imagine the 
space around Citi Field 

they want from the area. Everyone 
agrees that the status quo isn’t ac-
ceptable,” said Steve Cohen. “We 
are committed to putting forward 
a vision for the area that will cre-
ate a shared space that people not 
only want to come to and enjoy, 
but can be proud of.”
     In his first press conference as 
the new owner of the Mets, Cohen 
made it clear that he views owning 
the team as a civic responsibility 
that extends beyond the walls of 
Citi Field. He has made invest-
ments in the team, the ballpark 
and the surrounding communities 
his number one priority. Cohen is 
committed to creating a space that 
people can come to every day of 
the year to hang out by the water-
front, enjoy green space, listen 
to live music and have plenty of 
options to eat and drink. 
     This vision is grounded in a set 
of core principles: 
•    Putting community first
We are and always will be good 
neighbors, and the community is 
our first and most important part-
ner in re-imagining this space. 
•    Building dedicated open space 
for the public
Parks and public space are es-
sential to any community. We 
all need dedicated green spaces 
to enjoy and relax and the area 

around Citi Field shouldn’t be an 
exception.
•    Connecting surrounding neigh-
borhoods to the waterfront 
We have an opportunity to con-
nect the surrounding neighbor-
hoods, create easy and safe water-
front access, increase walkability 
and cycling access, and improve 
transportation options.
•    Bringing year-round entertain-
ment to life
Entertainment is the economic 
engine that will make this area a 
destination every single day of the 
year— regardless of the weather 
or if it’s baseball season.
•    Creating good-paying local 
jobs and economic opportunity 
for local small businesses 
Turning this space into usable 
parks for the public and an en-
tertainment destination with live 
music, restaurants and bars will 
create thousands of good-paying 
jobs throughout the construction 
process and for years to come. 
We are committed to hiring local, 
supporting minority and women 
owned businesses, and provid-
ing on-going workforce training 
programs.
     Capacity will be limited. For 
community members looking to 
RSVP, more information can be 
found: www.queensfuture.com 

are often confused in the market-
place so it’s important to know 
the difference between the two. 
Warranties are provided by the 
manufacturer and are included in 
the price of a purchase, whereas 
service contracts are a separate 
cost. Don’t pay for a service 
contract for repairs that may be 
covered under an included war-
ranty and always read the terms 
and conditions to understand what 
is covered before you buy.
     Warranty: A warranty is a 
promise to the consumer that 
the product purchased, or ser-
vice provided, will meet certain 
quality standards. A warranty 
is a promise to provide repair, 
maintenance, replacement or 
refund of a product for a certain 
time period if these certain qual-
ity standards are not met. Under 
New York Law, warranties may 
be made orally, in writing and 
even by implication without any 
verbal statement. However, prov-
ing a warranty was made is always 
easier with proper documentation. 
An express warranty is one that is 
written in the product warranty, 
while an implied warranty is a 
legally enforceable promise that 
something will work as intended. 
     Service Contracts: Some 
products, such as automobiles 
and appliances, are often sold 
with an optional service contract. 
Although often referred to as an 
“extended warranty,” a service 
contract is not a warranty. Ser-
vice contracts are contracts to 
perform repairs or maintenance 
on a product.

     Consumers are encouraged 
to understand what is already 
covered in the warranty before 
purchasing a separate service con-
tract. To determine whether you 
need a service contract, consider 
the following:
•    whether the warranty already 
covers repairs for the time period 
of coverage offered under the 
service contract; 
•    whether the product is likely 
to need repairs and the potential 
costs of such repairs; 
•    the duration of the service 
contract; and
•    the reputation of the company 
offering the service contract.
     Unlike a warranty, service 
contracts are not included in the 
price of the purchase. If a war-
ranty is already provided and 
covers repairs, you may be paying 
extra for a largely unnecessary 
service contract, particularly if 
the service contract is limited to 
repair of defects.
     The New York State Division 
of Consumer Protection provides 
resources and education materials 
to consumers on product safety, 
as well as voluntary mediation 
services between consumers 
and businesses. The Consumer 
Assistance Helpline 1-800-697-
1220 is available Monday to 
Friday from 8:30am to 4:30pm, 
excluding State Holidays, and 
consumer complaints can be filed 
at any time at www.dos.ny.gov/
consumer-protection.
For more consumer protection 
tips, follow the Division on social 
media at Twitter: @NYSConsum-
er and Facebook: www.facebook.
com/nysconsumer

Consumer Alert: NYS Division of 
Consumer Protection Provides Tips 

to Help Consumers Navigate The 
Holiday Shopping Season

     In response to Mayor Adams 
referencing a letter his administra-
tion never delivered to the Council 
in his meeting with the New York 
Post editorial board that suppos-
edly calls for 50% cuts to Council 
grants for non-profit organiza-
tions, the New York City Council 
released the following statement 
from a spokesperson.
     “The Council has received no 
such letter from the administration. 
It’s disappointing that the Mayor’s 
word on a budget agreement seems 
to have decreasing value and he is 
attempting to renegotiate via the 
New York Post editorial board. 
At today’s hearing, the Council 
heard from numerous non-profit 
organizations filling the gaps of 
essential work for New Yorkers 
and asylum seekers in our com-

Statement from New York City Council 
on Mayor Adams’ Comments to New York 
Post Editorial Board on Cutting Funds 

from Non-Profit Service Providers

munities without reimbursement 
from this administration - these 
are the recipients of Council fund-
ing. The mayor is starving city 
agencies of staff and resources, 
leaving non-profits to fill the gap 
without his support, and now he 
wants to take funding away from 
these non-profit service provid-
ers. When the mayor is spending 
hundreds of millions of dollars on 
for-profit contractors to construct 
tents that go unused but not invest-
ing in the non-profit organizations 
delivering services, it raises serious 
concerns. The Council will always 
prioritize New Yorkers and the 
organizations that serve them. We 
welcome the mayor sitting down 
with the Council to discuss the 
City’s overall budget priorities any 
day of the week.”
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LIBRA
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
You can win points with children 
if you take the time to show inter-
est in their accomplishments. Your 
lucky numbers are: 7,1,9.

SCORPIO
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
Your need to obtain additional 
details will lead you into strange 
topics of conversation. Don’t  
vaci l la t e  about  a sk i ng for  
assistance. Your lucky numbers 
are 2,5,7.

SAGITTARIUS
(Nov. 23 -Dec. 21)
You can make major decisions 
regarding your professional di-
rection. Your investments may 
not look so good now, but wait a 
little longer. Your lucky numbers 
are: 1,5,6.

CAPRICORN
(Dec 22 - Jan. 20)
Be very careful while in transit 
or while traveling in foreign 
countries. Travel will be in your 
best interest. Your lucky numbers 
are: 8,3,1.

AQUARIUS
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
You may want to take a look at 
courses offered at a local institute. 
Don’t let someone try to bully you 
into doing things their way. Your 
lucky numbers are: 4,6,5.

PISCES
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Your best gains will come through 
helping others emotionally. Dras-
tic changes regarding your per-
sonal attitude are evident. Your 
lucky numbers are: 9,1,7.

TRY AND FIND

Baby Love
Blue Moon
Blue Velvet
Bus Stop
Cara Mia
Chain Gang
Cherish
Crazy
Crying
Dizzy
Downtown
El Paso

SUDOKU

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

“Try And Find”

ACROSS
1. Early computer language
6. Male cow
10. Aviated
14. Drama set to classical music
15. Dwarf buffalo
16. Pertaining to flight
17. Discourage
18. Repose
19. Asterisk
20. Infuriate
22. Ivory source
23. Thin strip
24. Snatches
26. Read superficially
30. Frozen water
31. Small amount
32. Assistant
33. Fecal matter of animals
35. Metal fastener
39. Promised
41. Large wardrobe
43. Symbol of slowness
44. Possessing necessary skills
46. Arm bone
47. Mongrel
49. Type of tree
50. Appear to be
51. Inform
54. Person’s manner of walking
56. Baby buggy
57. A breezy liveliness
63. Extent
64. Broadcast
65. Award
66. Biblical garden
67. Telephone
68. American symbol
69. Exam
70. Not we
71. Velocity

DOWN
1. Foreshadow
2. Culminating point
3. Bristle
4. Ticks off
5. Quibbles
6. Dangerous fish
7. Not consumed
8. Misplaced
9. Most recent
10. Detail-oriented
11. Abatement
12. Delete
13. Not idles
21. Omit
25. Friendly
26. Exhausts
27. Pottery oven
28. Notion
29. Medication
34. In a chivalrous manner
36. Loathsome
37. Coastal raptor
38. A cooperative unit
40. Oversupply
42. Send, as payment
45. Charm
48. Refuse
51. Discomfit
52. Group of lions
53. Stuns
55. Multiplication
58. Asian nurse
59. Half-moon tide
60. Border
61. Period of discounted prices
62. Sleigh

Elenore
Fingertips
Fire
Galveston
Good Lovin’
Groovin’
Hair
Heatwave
Hey Jude
Holiday
Itchycoo Park
Last Kiss

Memphis
My Girl
My Guy
People
Puppy Love
Respect
Runaway
Sherry
Soul Man
Spooky
Stay
Surf City

Teen Angel
The Boxer
The Twist
These Eyes
Valleri
Volare
White Rabbit
Wild Thing
Windy
Wipeout
Words
Yesterday

ARIES
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
You should not give too much to 
your children. You must organize 
all your personal documents. Your 
lucky numbers are: 4,2,9.

TAURUS
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Property investments, stock trans-
actions or inheritance should 
bring you financial gains. Take 
some time to change your house 
around. Your lucky numbers are: 
1,7,5.

GEMINI
(May 22 - June 21)
You’ll look guilty if you don’t lay 
your cards on the table. Either 
way, you’re up for a passionate 
encounter with someone special. 
Your lucky numbers are: 2,9,1.

CANCER
(June 22 - July 22)
Try and get a quiet restful day in 
bed or catching up on reading. 
Opportunities for new friendships 
will develop soon. Your lucky 
numbers are: 5,1,6.

LEO
(July 23 - Aug. 22)
Be sure not to reveal private infor-
mation to the wrong individuals. 
Be sure to find out all you can 
before you commit to anything. 
Your lucky numbers are: 1,7,3.

VIRGO
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
Be prepared to neutralize any 
threats. Talk to an older, estab-
lished individual about your pres-
ent situation. Deal with the needs 
of children. Your lucky numbers 
are: 8,3,2.

●   111,111,111 x 111,111,111 = 
12,345,678,987,654,321
●   the longest possible eclipse of 
the sun is 7.31 minutes
●   Rio de Janeiro translates to 
river of January
●   an iguana can stay under water 
for 28 minutes
●   emus can’t walk backwards
●   oxygen, carbon, hydrogen and 
nitrogen make up 90% of the hu-
man body
●   light is electro magnetic ra-
diation
●   a car travelling at 80kph 
(50mph) uses half its fuel to over-
come wind resistance
●   Jellyfish don’t have a brain
●   45% of Americans don’t know 
that the sun is a star
●   The Greek national anthem has 
158 verses
●   It takes 1 week to make a jelly 
bean
●   Did you knowFinland has the 
largest number of islan•ds in the 
world (over 179,550)
●   Did you knowthe average 
Americans diet consists of •55% 
junk food
●   Did you knowCanada has more 
doughnut shops per capita than 
any other country
●   Did you knowsharks have 
been on Earth for over 400 mil-
lion years
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Toy Donations to Military Families 
Of The U.S. Army’s 77th Sustainment 

Brigade At Fort Totten

     Senator John Liu has concluded 
his 2022 Holiday Toy Drive with 
thousands of toy donations for 
families of soldiers at the 77th 
Sustainment Brigade in Fort Tot-
ten, Queens. Toy donations were 
collected throughout the month of 
December at the office of Sena-
tor Liu in Bayside, Champions 
Martial Arts schools, PS 242Q, 
IBPS(International Buddhist 
Progress Society) and by Opera-
tion Child Rescue.
     Senator John Liu stated, “The 
holiday season is the perfect time 
to give back and show our appre-
ciation to the families of our local 
hometown heroes at Fort Totten, 
many of whom are stationed 
around the world and unable to 
spend time with their families. 
Donations came pouring in over 
the last month from individuals 
and groups looking to help make 
the holidays a little brighter this 
year. We are so grateful for this 
incredible outpouring of support!”
     Chan Hoon Ro, head Master of 
Flushing Champions Martial Arts, 
said, “We are so happy to have 
been a part of Senator Liu’s Toy 
Drive. Last month, we announced 
this event to our Champions Mar-
tial Arts students and everyone 
was so happy to donate toys. 
Champions Martial Arts helped 
donate 943 toys! It’s always good 
to educate our children about help-
ing people in need and it’s a great 
feeling when they contribute for a 
good cause like this.”
     Venerable Chueh Lin, Abbess of 
Fo Guang Shan New York Temple, 
said, “In this festive season, we 
do not forget to give gifts and 

RoseAnne DiPiano Technology Teacher of PS242, Lisa 
DellAquila Chief of Staff for Sen. Liu

- Sen. Liu, Fo Guang Shan New York Temple

blessings to military family, so 
that children can feel the care and 
warmth of the community. We’re 
happy to be a part of this won-
derful event where we can show 
our appreciation to soldiers who 
serve on the front line.Thanks to 
Senator Liu for hosting this event 

every year.”
     Toy donations will benefit 
hundreds of military families 
stationed out of the 77th Sustain-
ment Brigade at Fort Totten in 
Bayside, Queens. The majority 
of soldiers will be deployed this 
holiday season.

     On Saturday, December 17th 
2022, Council Member Nantasha 

Gillibrand Statement on 9/11 Health 
Funding Fix Being Left Out of  

Funding Package

     U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
expressed deep disappointment 
that her bipartisan 9/11 Responder 
and Survivor Health Funding Cor-
rection Act was omitted from the 
FY2023 omnibus funding pack-
age, but recommitted herself to 
passing the bill. The legislation 
would close a $3.6 billion fund-
ing gap in the World Trade Center 
Health Program, which provides 
health benefits to 9/11 first re-
sponders and survivors.
     “I am deeply disappointed 
that my bipartisan bill to close 
the funding gap in the World 
Trade Center Health Program 
did not make it into this fund-
ing package,” said Gillibrand. 
“This program was established 
and reauthorized with bipartisan 
support—the opposition it now 
faces is unconscionable. Unless 
Congress passes this fix, fund-
ing for the WTCHP will soon 
run short and force health benefit 
cutbacks for first responders, sur-
vivors and their families. I want 
to thank Senator Schumer for his 
strong advocacy for this bill and 
I intend on working with him to 
pass this fix in the future, either 
as a standalone bill or as part of 
a larger package. We have never 
failed our 9/11 heroes and we don’t 
intend to start now.”

     In August 2021, Senator 
Gillibrand introduced the 9/11 
Responder and Survivor Health 
Funding Correction Act. The bill 
would deliver approximately $3.6 
billion in supplemental funding to 
close the impending funding gap 
in the World Trade Center Health 
Program, which stems from the 
formula not keeping pace with 
the costs of health care inflation 
and increased participation in the 
program. 
     In September 2021, Gillibrand, 
Schumer, and bipartisan members 
of the New York congressional 
delegation held a press conference 
in New York City calling for pas-
sage of the bill ahead of the 20th 
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks.
     In July 2022, Gillibrand held a 
press conference calling on Con-
gress to include the bill in a future 
spending package. 
     In November 2022, Gillibrand 
sent a letter to Senate Appropria-
tions Committee leadership call-
ing on them to include the bill in 
the FY2023 omnibus. 
     About the World Trade Center 
Health Program: Congress estab-
lished the WTCHP on a bipartisan 
basis in 2011 with a five-year 
authorization to provide medical 
treatment and monitoring for over 
120,000 9/11 responders and sur-
vivors suffering from the effects 
of the toxins at Ground Zero. The 
program covers the lifespans of 
all exposed, including responders 
and survivors of the attack on the 
World Trade Center, the Penta-
gon, the Shanksville crash site, 
children who were in schools in 
downtown Manhattan on 9/11 and 
during clean-up, and those who 
have since experienced, or are 
expected to experience, adverse 
health effects that are linked to 
the attacks in the coming years. 
The program was reauthorized in 

     As 2022 draws to a close, I 
wanted to take a moment to wish 
you and your family a happy and 
healthy New Year and joyous 

Year-End Statement From State Senator John Liu
holiday season! 
This past year saw New Yorkers 
finally begin to get back on track 
after two years of pandemic dif-
ficulties. Our children are now 
back in school and more and 
more workers are heading back 
to work.
     In 2022, boundaries of 
congressional and state senate 
districts changed significantly. 
Beginning 2023, I will represent 
Senate District 16 where my 
house of 30 years is now located. 
I am happy and excited to return 
to the district I grew up and lived 
in almost my entire life, and 
represented in the City Council, 
which includes Flushing, Bay-
side, Fresh Meadows, Auburn-
dale, and Oakland Gardens. 

     As we enter 2023, we look 
forward to a year of continued 
recovery, and we look to chart a 
path forward so that we emerge 
a stronger community and a bet-
ter New York for all. We will 
continue to remain vigilant and 
mindful of our responsibilities as 
New Yorkers and citizens of the 
world. As your New York State 
legislator, and the Chair of the 
Committee on NYC Education, 
I will continue to push for public 
policies that improve the quality 
of our public education system, 
and commit to supporting pro-
grams and services that uplift our 
diverse communities in the New 
Year and beyond.
Wishing you and your loved ones 
all the best in 2023! 

CM Nantasha Williams Host Holiday Toy Giveaway
Williams hosted a Holiday Toy 
Giveaway at New Jerusalem Wor-
ship Center. The event provided 
over 600 families with their choice 
of a toy for their child. Families 
were able to receive free coats 
provided by Love Your bag. At-
tendees participated in arts and 
crafts activities such as creating 
their own tree ornament and gin-
gerbread house, and enjoyed some 
hot cocoa while getting their face 

painted.
     The FDNY stopped by to 
greet families and their children 
and provided activity books and 
helmets to the kids.
     The event was in partnership 
with New Jerusalem Worship 
Center, Believe in Bell Aire, 
Emblem Health, Liberty Ashes, 
The Willing Will Win Founda-
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     Assemblyman William Colton 
(D – Gravesend, Bensonhurst, 
Bath Beach, and Dyker Heights) is 
happy to announce that yesterday at 
the press conference a $1,000,000 
check in Capital Funding was pre-
sented to the NYC Health+/South 
Brooklyn Health CEO Svetlana 
Lipyanskaya and Chief of Cardiol-
ogy Sudhanva Hegde to replace six 
echocardiogram machines to sup-
port the expansion of their cardiac 
services.
     “I am glad that the South Brook-
lyn residents who are having acute 
heart attacks will be able to receive 
comprehensive cardiac services 
close to home. This medical facil-
ity has served and saved countless 
lives. Now with the new cardiology 
equipment, the cardiac patients 
will receive the state-of-the-art 
care they deserve,” Colton stated.
     “The South Brooklyn Health is 
now a New York State Certified 
Percutaneous Coronary Interven-

Assemblyman Colton Has Allocated $1,000,000 in Capital 
Funding to The NYC Health +/South Brooklyn Health

tion (PCI) Center. Replacing these 
lifesaving units will not only save 
the lives of patients needing cardiac 
care but also will diagnose and 
manage the large segment of the 

community with cardiovascular 
disease issues and help South 
Brooklyn Health expand its high 
quality of care to the community’s 
health needs,” Colton added.

NYC Health + Hospitals Celebrates  
Its Peer Academy’s First Year

The Peer Academy trains peer counselors, who 
use their lived experience with substance use or 

mental health conditions to engage patients

NYC Health + Hospitals has the largest hospital-
based peer workforce in the city

     NYC Health + Hospitals has 
announced a successful first year 
of its Peer Academy, a training 
program for people who have 
lived experience with mental 
health or substance use conditions 
to become peer counselors. In the 
first class this spring, students 
ranged in age from their 20s to 
their 60s, with an average age of 
43. Twelve of the 18 graduates in 
the first class have been hired as 
peer counselors at NYC Health + 
Hospitals. Twenty additional stu-
dents graduate from the program 
today. NYC Health + Hospitals 
currently has 83 peers on staff 
across the system, the largest 
hospital-based peer workforce in 
the city. In addition to the class-
room hours required for State cer-
tification, the program includes a 
2-month, full-time hospital-based 
internship with rotations in the 
inpatient mental health unit, 
emergency department, and street 
outreach teams. Peer Academy 
staff work with interns to help 
them find employment for up to 
six months after graduation.
     “Peers have an extraordinary 
ability to connect with patients 
and help them pursue treatment,” 
said Charles Barron, MD, Deputy 
Chief Medical Officer, Office of 
Behavioral Health, NYC Health 
+ Hospitals. “That’s essential in a 
hospital, where we serve patients 
with the highest needs for mental 
health and substance use care. 
NYC Health + Hospitals is proud 
to invest in this critical workforce 

to deliver compassionate and ef-
fective care for our patients.” 
     “The Peer Academy gave me 
this incredible opportunity to in-
spire and support others who are 
suffering from addiction, so they 
don’t have to go through it alone,” 
said Jack Chudasama, a student in 
the first cohort of the Peer Acad-
emy who is now a Peer Counselor 
at NYC Health + Hospitals/Elm-
hurst. “For 30 years, I battled ad-
diction, so being a peer counselor 
is good for my own recovery, too. 
It grounds me and gives me a 
strong sense of purpose.”
     “For years, I saw a psychiatrist 
and a therapist, but when I started 
working with a peer counselor and 
going to a peer support group, I 
had a breakthrough,” said Brian 
Pelzer, who receives services at 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Wood-
hull. “You’re with other people 
who have similar problems, and 
you realize there’s nothing to be 
ashamed of. I reconnected with my 
family, and I learned techniques 
that help me in my day to day 
life. Now I go to my peer group 
every week, and it’s a part of my 
recovery.” 
     The Peer Academy includes the 
hours needed for the State certifi-
cations to become a Certified Peer 
Specialist for mental health and a 
Certified Recovery Peer Advocate 
for substance use. It includes over 
20 hours of online workshops, 
177 hours of classroom training, 
and 126 hours at a hospital-based 
internship.

Three NYC Health + Hospitals Employees Named to 
Crain’s Inaugural List of “Notable Asian Leaders”

Pierre Pham, Dr. Bipin Subedi, and Raksha Tripathi 
are recognized for being changemakers in the 
health care industry and broader community

     NYC Health + Hospitals has 
announced that three health sys-
tem  employees were  named to 
Crain’s New York inaugural list 
of “Notable Asian Leaders.”  The 
three health care leaders includes a 
physician who cares for New York-
ers in the jail system, a patient care 
experience expert and a finance 
executive for the health system’s 
network of federally-qualified 
health centers in every borough.  
The three health system employ-
ees are recognized for their work 
delivering exceptional health care 
and related services to thousands 
of vulnerable New Yorkers. 
     “The NYC Health + Hospitals 
employees highlighted by Crain’s 
represent our richly diverse work-
force and we are proud to have 
them on our team,” said NYC 
Health + Hospitals President and 
CEO Mitchell Katz, MD. “I want 
to thank Pierre, Bipin, and Rak-
sha for their excellent work and 
tireless dedication to keeping our 
city healthy.”
     Crain’s New York 2022 Notable 
Asian Leaders:
•    Pierre Pham, MBA
Chief Experience Officer
NYC Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst
•    Mr. Pham oversees the hospi-
tal’s Care Experience department, 
ensuring that patients and their 
families receive exceptional care 
and service. He manages and 
supports the design, implemen-
tation, and evaluation of patient 
experience and person-centered 
care programs that facilitate pro-
fessional development for all as-
sociates and providers. Mr. Pham 
is also responsible for the Patient 
Relations, Volunteer Services, and 
Patient & Guest Services depart-
ments. 
     “Through my work at NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst, 
which serves one of the most 
culturally diverse communities in 
the world, I have been fortunate 
enough to help guarantee access to 
high-quality health care for people 

who need it most,” said NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Elmhurst Chief 
Experience Officer Pierre Pham. 
“I look forward to continuing 
to work collaboratively with my 
colleagues at NYC Health + Hos-
pitals/Elmhurst to reduce health 
care disparities in New York City 
and ensure that all communities 
have access to great care.”
•    Bipin Subedi, MD 
Chief Medical Officer and Senior 
Assistant Vice President,
NYC Health + Hospitals/Correc-
tional Health Services
     Dr. Subedi oversees medical, 
mental health, and pharmacy 
services at Correctional Health 
Services (CHS), the direct pro-
vider of health and mental health 
care in New York City jails. He 
supports service delivery and the 
integration and coordination of 
services to ensure high-quality 
care is delivered to some of the 
city’s most vulnerable residents.
     “In my work to ensure that 
high-quality care is delivered to 
people incarcerated in New York 
City jails, I draw on my Nepalese 
culture’s value of compassion, 
so it’s an honor to be named one 
of Crain’s 2022 Notable Asian 
Leaders alongside two of my NYC 
Health + Hospitals colleagues,” 
said NYC Health + Hospitals/Cor-

rectional Health Services Chief 
Medical Officer Dr. Bipin Subedi. 
“I am humbled to think that the 
visibility this recognition brings 
us can, in some way, inspire other 
Asian-American professionals to 
pursue leadership positions in the 
healthcare field in New York City.”
•    Raksha Tripathi, MHA
Chief Financial Officer
NYC Health + Hospitals/Gotham 
Health
     As a key member of Gotham 
Health’s executive team, Ms. 
Tripathi helps to create a more 
patient-centered and efficient 
organization. She collaborates 
with clinical teams to generate 
baselines for value-based reim-
bursement, including efforts to 
develop best practices for chart 
notes to optimize coding. These 
efforts are vital to increasing payer 
collection and enhancing fiscal 
sustainability for the enterprise.
     “I am honored to be recognized 
by Crain’s New York as a 2022 
Notable Asian Leader,” said NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Gotham Health 
Chief Financial Officer Raksha 
Tripathi. “I’m proud that NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Gotham Health 
provides high-quality, affordable 
care to our community regardless 
of the ability to pay or immigra-
tion status.”
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ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

It’s In Queens!  
(Dec. 22 to Dec. 29)

Read Our Paper Online Visit our website:  
www.queenstimes.com 

Follow the Links To Times Online 
ALSO Like us on facebook

www.facebook.com/queenstimes

    Parties. Relatives. Gifts. Trips. 
Funny work schedule. It’s a busy, 
unique time in Queens now. Add 
to the unique-ness with Chinese 
lanterns, Kwanzaa, Motown, 
Muppets (lots of Muppets), and 
1970s Funk.
•    Dec. 22, Literary Thursdays: 
Sinakable, 6 pm. Daniel Stone 
discusses Sinkable: Obsession, 
the Deep Sea, and the Shipwreck 
of the Titanic. With colorful char-
acters and fascinating science, 
this book explores what happened 
after the famous luxury liner 
sank. The online event is part of 
Queens Public Library’s Literary 
Thursdays program.
•    Dec. 22, Jim Henson Exhibi-
tion Guided Tours, Dec. 31. A 
museum educator leads a family-
oriented tour that includes stops 
at interactive stations. Schedule is 
•    Dec. 22 at 4 pm, Dec. 24 at 3 
pm, Dec. 29 at 4 pm, and Dec. 31 
at 3 pm. Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District.
•    Dec. 22, Meet the Playwright 
Presents: Queens Girl in the 
World, 8 pm. Caleen Sinnette 
Jennings, a proud graduate of PS 
143-Louis Armstrong, has writ-
ten Queens Girl in the World, a 
play about girl who grows up in 
East Elmhurst in the 1960s. She 
makes sense of her predominantly 
African-American neighborhood 
and mostly white Manhattan 
school during the tumultuous 
Civil Rights Era. Jamaica Center 
for Arts & Learning, 161-04 Ja-
maica Ave.
•    Dec. 23, Illuminate the Farm: 
Bonus, Jan. 1, 2023. Extended 
hours (5 pm to 9 pm) for this daz-
zling display of lights and illumi-
nated Chinese lanterns by artisans 
with decades of dedication to their 
craft. They’re inspired by theme 
parks and Chinese myths. Queens 
County Farm Museum, 73-50 
Little Neck Pkwy., Glen Oaks.
•    Dec. 23. The Shop Around the 
Corner, Dec. 24. Ernst Lubitsch’s 
1940 Christmas classic is about 
combative colleagues (Margaret 
Sullavan and James Stewart) who 
each find unexpected solace in a 
pen pal who is closer than either 
suspects. Showtimes are Dec. 
23 at 7:15 pm and Dec 24 at 2:30 
pm. Museum of the Moving Im-
age, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District.
•    Dec. 23, Spirit of the 70s, 8 pm. 
Party hearty with a band that plays 
1970s Dance, Disco, and Funk 
music. Resorts World New York 
City, 110-00 Rockaway Blvd., 
South Jamaica.
•    Dec. 24, The Muppet Christmas 
Carol: 30th Anniversary Screen-
ing, 12:30 pm. Watch a 1992 ver-
sion of a time-honored Charles 
Dickens classic with Muppet char-
acters. Gonzo is Dickens, while 
Kermit is Bob Cratchit and Fozzie 
Bear is Fozziwig. A human actor, 
Michael Caine, plays Ebenezer 
Scrooge. Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 

Kaufman Arts District.
•    Dec. 24. Open Studio: Gallery 
Kit, 11 am. Families and visitors 
of all ages are invited to pick up a 
Gallery Kit filled with art materi-
als and explore Noguchi’s work 
through art-making. The Noguchi 
Museum, 09-01 33rd Rd., Long 
Island City.
•    Dec. 24, The Priceless Band, 
8 pm. This Motown-heavy band 
performs Old Skool music by 
Earth, Wind & Fire, Janet Jackson, 
Michael Jackson, Prince, Whitney 
Houston, and some modern stars. 
Resorts World New York City, 
110-00 Rockaway Blvd., South 
Jamaica.
•    Dec. 24, Jr. Knicks Basketball 
Clinic, 8 am. An instructional 
clinic for youth (ages 10-12), 
regardless of skill, to have a 
positive experience followed by 
league play. Participants practice 
fundamentals and advance skills 
through a series of drills. Sor-
rentino Recreation Center, 18-48 
Cornaga Ave., Far Rockaway.
•    Dec. 25, Birding: Winter Birds, 
10 am. Urban Park Rangers lead 
an educational outdoor adven-
ture. Meet at Willow Lake, Park 
Drive East and 73rd Terrace, Kew 
Gardens.
•    Dec. 28, ’Twas the Night Before 
Kwanzaa, Dec. 29. Tico Wells 

stars in this holiday comedy that 
finds Santa Clause diverted to 
Africa to learn about Kwanzaa. 
Showtimes are Dec. 28 at 11 
am and Dec. 29 at 7 pm. Black 
Spectrum Theatre, 177-01 Baisley 
Blvd., inside Roy Wilkins Park.
•    Dec. 28, Borough President’s 
Annual Kwanzaa Celebration, 5 
pm. Cultural performances, words 
of wisdom, refreshments, and 
more in partnership with Greater 
Jamaica Development Corp and 
EMU Health. The event begins 
with a screening of The Black 
Candle at 5 pm. Helen Marshall 
Cultural Center, Queens Borough 
Hall, 120-55 Queens Blvd., Kew 
Gardens.
•    Dec. 29. Kids Week: For-
ever Wild Hike, 11am. Urban Park 
Rangers lead a hike through Wil-
low Lake’s Forever Wild Preserve. 
Meet at Mauro Playground, 73rd 
Terrace between Park Drive East 
and the Van Wyck Expressway, 
Kew Gardens.
•    Dec. 29, The Museum Experi-
ence Tour in Spanish, 2:45 pm. 
A Spanish-speaking educator 
provides an introduction to the 
moving image and an overview 
of the galleries and interactive 
stations. Museum of the Moving 
Image, 36-01 35th Ave., Astoria’s 
Kaufman Arts District.

MoMI Muppet Movie

Parks Hike 

Kwanzaa
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Riders Alliance Testimony to The New York City Council 
on Subway Safety

     “Madame Speaker I rise today 
in support of H.R. 8393 ‘The 
Puerto Rico Status Act.’
     “For 124 years Puerto Rico, 
the nation where I was born and 
raised, has been a colony of the 
United States.
     “Invaded by the United States 
during the 1898 Spanish American 
War, Puerto Rico has remained in 
a state of colonial limbo that flies 
in the face of the anticolonial 
values upon which the American 
Republic was founded.
     “Congress’s unlimited ple-
nary powers over Puerto Rico are 
reminiscent of the monarchical 
powers enjoyed by King George 
III against which the founders of 
the American Republic so bravely 
fought.
     “If Hamilton and Madison were 
alive today, they would be shocked 
to see how the anticolonial Con-
stitution they drafted in 1787 is 
currently used to legitimize colo-
nialism in Puerto Rico over three 
hundred year later. Advocating 
now for the continuation of the 
status quo on the island is the 
height of hypocrisy. Colonialism 
has destroyed the Puerto Rican 
economy. Colonialism has divided 
the Puerto Rican people. Colonial-
ism has eaten away our people’s 
sense of dignity and self-worth.
    “Colonialism has made the 
people of Puerto Rico both psy-
chologically and economically 
dependent on the United States. 
Colonialism is not only humili-
ating for Puerto Rico, but it is 
an embarrassment to the United 
States. The United States that 
holds itself out as a leader of 
the free world that stands up to 
imperialist tyrants abroad while 
keeping colonies in the Caribbean 
and the Pacific.
     “Puerto Rico’s colonial crisis 
is not a simple domestic issue, as 
some erroneously believe. Make 
no mistake- this is an interna-
tional issue that directly affects 
America’s standing and image 
around the world, which is why 
this double talk must come to end.
     “The time has come to fully 
decolonize Puerto Rico.100 years 
after the US Supreme Court’s 
decision in Balzac –the last “In-
sular Case” – and 70 years after 
the ratification of the territorial 

Velázquez Remarks on The Puerto Rico Status Act
constitution of 1952. History calls 
upon us to put politics aside and do 
right by the people of Puerto Rico.
     “For the last two years I have 
been tirelessly fighting to craft a 
bill for Puerto Rico that is antico-
lonial, fair, and transparent. And 
that will first and foremost, put the 
people of Puerto Rico---who since 
the days of the 1898 invasion have 
remained on the sideline--- front 
and center.
     “From Puerto Rico to Florida 
and yes to the barrios of New 
York---the ones I am proud to 
represent, the voices of boricuas 
are now finally being heard. Let’s 
not forget that it is thanks to the 
vibrant Puerto Rican diaspora 
from Brooklyn, Queens, and the 
Bronx that my colleague Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cortez and myself 
are able to walk these halls of 
Congress today.
     “Today I stand on the shoulders 
of millions of Puerto Ricans who 
had to flee Puerto Rico because its 
colonial condition has not allowed 
them to live on the island where 
they were born. But Puerto Ricans 
are strong. They have been kicked 
out of their home and yet have 
managed to succeed and flourish 
in cold and foreign places and have 
graced us with the likes of Lola 
Rodríguez de Tió, María Libertad 
Gómez, Nilita Vientós Gastón, 
Justice Sonia Sotomayor, Rita 
Moreno, Julia de Burgos, and Mari 
Carmen Aponte, among many 
others. I feel so honored to be here 
standing today on the shoulders of 
all these women and many others 
who have paved the way.
     “But more importantly, we are 
here today for the people on the 
island. Those who suffer everyday 
because the prices they pay for ne-
cessities like electricity and food 
is sky high thanks to the Jones Act.
     “For those who have lost all 
their appliances time and time 
again because we have failed in 
helping the island to keep the 
lights on. And for those who have 
lost loved ones after Maria, the 
earthquakes, COVID-19 and, most 
recently, Fiona.
     “We are here today because 
we must move towards decolo-
nization. The current status is 
unsustainable and fundamentally 
unfair and un-American.

     “The process that has led us 
up to here has been contentious, 
complex, and full of debate. It 
is no secret that the members 
advocating for this bill, including 
myself, hold differing opinions on 
what non-colonial option is best 
for the people of Puerto Rico.
The consensus bill before us to-
day, clearly defines Puerto Rico’s 
non-territorial status options, 
namely Free-Association, Inde-
pendence, and Statehood. It is the 
first time Congress recognizes 
free association as a separate de-
colonizing formula.
     “More importantly, this bill 
includes dual citizenship rights 
under both the independence and 
free association options. I fought 
hard for the incorporation of these 
provisions because Congress 
has the moral obligation to offer 
Puerto Rico the necessary tools 
to transition to a new postcolonial 
order. And yes… that includes fi-
nancial resources to make Puerto 
Rico whole after 124 years of 
exploitation of natural resources 
and environmental degradation.
     “The Puerto Rico Status Act 
provides for an objective, non-
partisan, federally funded voter 
education campaign leading up 
to the vote, while authorizing the 
necessary funds to carry out a 
nonpartisan voter education cam-
paign, an initial plebiscite and, 
if necessary, a runoff plebiscite. 
H.R. 8393 ensures the implemen-
tation of the option that is chosen 
by a majority of eligible voters in 
Puerto Rico.
     “In closing, I would like to 
thank Leader Hoyer for being an 
honest broker in this process and 
to Chairman Grijalva, Represen-
tatives Ocasio Cortez, Soto, and 
the delegate from Puerto Rico 
Gonzalez Colón. We are making 
history together. Thank you for 
everything.
     “And finally, a thank you to 
all the staff who worked night 
and day for months on end to get 
us to this point. No matter their 
committee or office, they should 
be applauded for their dedication 
to this effort.
     “I ask the members of this 
House to support this bill. The 
people of Puerto Rico deserve it. 
I yield back.”

2015 and extended through 2090 
with bipartisan support.
     Gillibrand’s work on 9/11 health 
benefits: Senator Gillibrand has 
been a forefront advocate for 9/11 
first responders and led the effort 
to pass the bipartisan Never For-
get the Heroes: James Zadroga, 
Ray Pfeifer, and Luis Alvarez 
Permanent Authorization of the 
September 11th Victim Compen-
sation Fund Act in 2019, which 
fully funded and extended the 
September 11th Victim Compen-
sation Fund. In 2010 she authored 

and passed the James Zadroga 
9/11 Health and Compensation Act 
that both created the World Trade 
Center Health Program and re-
opened the September 11th Victim 
Compensation Fund. In October of 
2018, following the announcement 
that the September 11th Victim 
Compensation Fund was set to run 
out of funding before its expiration 
date in 2020, Senator Gillibrand, 
joined by Senators Gardner and 
Schumer and Representatives Ma-
loney, Nadler, and King introduced 
a bipartisan bill to permanently 
reauthorize and fund the VCF for 
9/11 heroes and their families.

Gillibrand Statement on 9/11 Health 
Funding Fix Being Left Out of  

Funding Package

     With an expected increase of 
people seeking asylum arriving 
in New York City due to the end 
of Title 42, and the Council today 
convening the Committee of the 
Whole to hold a historic two-day 
hearing on the City’s response, 
Speaker Adrienne Adams re-
leased the following statement:
     “Over the past several months, 
New York City has worked to pool 
its resources and accommodate 
the arrival of tens of thousands 
of new migrants. As a sanctuary 
city, we welcome our recent arriv-
als with open arms and will con-
tinue to utilize every tool at our 
disposal to ensure they can build 
safe, productive, and dignified 
lives. This requires improving 
coordination and support services 
in a sustained way that helps all 
New Yorkers, which is the focus 
of the Council’s two-day special 
hearing. With the imminent end 

Speaker Adams, New York City Council 
Hold Committee of the Whole  

Oversight Hearing to Examine City’s 
Response and Delivery of Services to 
Migrants as More Expected to Arrive 

in Coming Days
of Title 42, we also must urgently 
prepare to meet the needs of more 
people seeking asylum who will 
likely arrive in our city over the 
coming days and weeks. New 
York City cannot do this alone 
and needs the full partnership 
and support of our state and fed-
eral government partners. The 
Council will continue to advocate 
that greater resources be provided 
to our city for this national and 
international humanitarian cri-
sis, while prioritizing improved 
services and support for all New 
Yorkers, including newly-arrived 
migrants.”
     Speaker Adams delivered 
opening remarks at the Council’s 
Committee of the Whole oversight 
hearing to examine the City’s 
response and delivery of services 
to migrants. A “Committee of 
the Whole” represents the entire 
Council and all of its committees.

Applicants Can Apply Online 
to Take the Exam Through De-
cember 28

     The New York State Depart-
ment of Civil Service (DCS) 
and the Department of Taxation 
and Finance (Tax Department) 
announced that the application 
period is now open for New York’s 
tax compliance representative and 
taxpayer services representative 
civil service exams. 
     The exams, which are used to 
fill titles in the New York State 
Department of Taxation and Fi-
nance, will be held as in-person 
written exam in February 2023. 
Qualified candidates can apply 
online until 11:59pm EST on 
Wednesday, December 28, 2022. 
     Department of Civil Ser-

New York State Department of Civil Service And  
Department of Taxation And Finance Announce  

Application Period Now Open to Pursue Careers in  
Tax Compliance And Taxpayer Services

vice Commissioner Timothy R. 
Hogues said, “The Department 
of Civil Service is pleased to offer 
these tax representative exams, 
which are an excellent opportunity 
for anyone to join the New York 
State workforce. Working for 
New York State not only offers 
the chance to serve the greater 
public, but also provides the op-
portunity to work with dedicated 
public servants, in addition to the 
great health benefits and com-
pensation packages. I encourage 
all interested to apply for these 
exams today.” 
     New York State Department 
of Taxation and Finance Acting 
Commissioner Amanda Hiller 
said, “Now is the perfect time to 
join Team Tax. We have a diverse 
and inclusive culture with a pas-

sionate team doing meaningful 
work. Team Tax employees are 
receiving amazing benefits, plus 
countless opportunities for pro-
motion. I encourage everyone 
interested in a career in public 
service to apply for these exams 
today.” 
     New York State Department 
of Labor Commissioner Roberta 
Reardon said, “State jobs provide 
competitive pay and incredible 
benefits, and open doors to numer-
ous career pathways. I encourage 
all New Yorkers looking for work 
in the new year to consider a ca-
reer in public service.”
     People interested in being con-
sidered for these tax representative 
positions within state government 

tion, NYPD Explorers, A Better 
Jamaica Civic Duty, and Love 
Your Bag.
     The event was part of Council 
Member Nantasha Williams effort 
to bring joy through giving back 
during the holiday season.
     “The holidays is truly a magi-
cal time of the year; it is a time 
for people to come together and 

CM Nantasha Williams Host  
Holiday Toy Giveaway

celebrate life’s greatest blessings”, 
said Council Member Nantasha 
Williams. “It was great seeing so 
many families enjoy this holiday 
event. We are lucky to live in a 
community where we can come 
together during the holidays to 
celebrate with each other. I want to 
thank all volunteers, our partners, 
FDNY, and New Jerusalem Wor-
ship Center for hosting this year’s 
Toy Giveaway.”
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With the governor’s “New” New 
York panel endorsing a dramatic 
increase in off-peak subway ser-
vice and state legislators advanc-
ing a plan for free bus service, the 
Riders Alliance today reiterated 
the importance of running buses 
more frequently to increase tran-
sit options and reduce demand 
for cars in areas without train 
service

     In a draft report released today, 
the grassroots Riders Alliance 
detailed the promise of funding 
service at least every six minutes 
throughout the day and week on 
the city’s 100 busiest bus lines 
as part of Governor Kathy Ho-
chul’s January executive budget. 
The analysis, “Six Facts about 
#6MinuteService,” notes that 
riders on 30 of the busiest routes 
would see at least double the 
frequency of midday service and 
on 35 routes would enjoy at least 
double the weekend service should 
the governor invest state resources 
to implement the proposal. 
     Eighty-six percent of the 100 
busiest routes that would see added 
service serve boroughs outside of 
Manhattan. Bus riders would see 
major service increases on 36 lines 
in Queens, 33 lines in Brooklyn, 
and 23 lines in the Bronx. While 
60% of the 100 busiest lines run 
at least every six minutes during 
rush hour -- and could therefore 
be run more frequently without 
additional capital investment -- 
only 19 lines run that frequently 
during the midday and just 12 on 
weekends. The report concludes 
that six minute or better off-peak 
service would transform the riding 
experience for hundreds of thou-
sands of off-peak travelers and, by 
cutting wait times, make buses a 
much more competitive means of 

For Many Riders, #6MinuteService Means Double The Bus: 
Fresh Analysis Finds That If Governor Hochul Invests In Buses That Run Every Six 
Minutes On New York City’s 100 Busiest Routes, Riders Would See At Least Twice 
As Many Midday Buses On 30 Lines, Twice As Many Weekend Buses On 35 Lines

transportation.
     “Bus riders need Governor 
Hochul to fund six minute ser-
vice,” said Riders Alliance Lead 
Organizer Mayra Aldás-Deckert. 
“More frequent bus service will 
cut wait times for millions of New 
Yorkers who live far from the sub-
way, improving access to work, 
education, healthcare and other 
opportunities for people with very 
long commutes. After several 
decades of worsening service, 
Governor Hochul should use her 
budget to make buses a seamless 
option for New Yorkers, while also 
advancing equity and confronting 
climate change.”
     According to a preliminary 
analysis of MTA bus schedules, 
Eastern Queens and Southern 
Brooklyn neighborhoods would 
be big winners from six minute or 
better service on the 100 busiest 
bus routes. 
     Half (18) of the busiest routes in 
Queens stop in Jamaica, including 
seven that serve Southeast Queens 
neighborhoods, including Ad-
disleigh Park, Cambria Heights, 
Hollis, Laurelton, Rosedale, South 
Jamaica, Springfield Gardens, 
and St. Albans. Five of the busiest 
routes stop in Flushing and four 
serve Northeast Queens neigh-
borhoods including Auburndale, 
Bayside, Bay Terrace, Bellerose, 
College Point, Floral Park, Fresh 
Meadows, Glen Oaks, Hillcrest, 
Jamaica Estates, Kew Gardens 
Hills, Oakland Gardens, and 
Whitestone. 
     One-third of the busiest 100 
bus routes serve Brooklyn; 85% 
(27 lines) of those routes serve 
Southern Brooklyn, Canarsie or 
East New York. Riders who travel 
within and between southern and 
eastern Brooklyn neighborhoods 
often depend on buses or must 

seek out a less efficient and af-
fordable way to get around. While 
nearly half of Brooklyn buses run 
at least every six minutes during 
rush hour, only two routes run as 
frequently on the weekend, sub-
jecting off-peak riders, including 
many low-income service work-
ers, to very long waits.
     Of the 23 top 100 routes serv-
ing the Bronx, 74% already run 
at least every six minutes during 
rush hours, the most of any bor-
ough, and would see a big, fast 
off-peak improvement in travel 
times with six minute service. 
Bronx bus riders, 95% of whom 
are New Yorkers of color and 
whose average annual income is 
$20,000, depend on the borough’s 
bus network for all east-west travel 
and to reach major healthcare 
facilities in the North and East 
Bronx and Northern Manhattan. 
An earlier report from the Center 
for an Urban Future found that 
healthcare workers, including 
many Bronxites, suffer the city’s 
longest average commute times, 
largely because so many of these 
work trips involve an off-peak bus 
trip and a destination outside of 
Manhattan’s core.
     The Riders Alliance report 
concludes with a note favoring 
six minute or better service on a 
buses as a transformative policy 
that, if Governor Hochul funds it 
in her next budget, the first during 
her full term as governor, would 
aid the broadest spectrum of New 
Yorkers across the largest number 
of city neighborhoods. The impact 
of six minute service and in just a 
matter of months rather than the 
years or even decades required to 
complete megaprojects or solve 
the intersecting housing and 
healthcare crises so visible in the 
subway system.

This Year Alone, Scammers Stole 
Over $730,000 From New York 
SNAP Beneficiaries; Legislation 
Will Help Ensure Victims Of 
Theft Don’t Go Hungry
 
     U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
announced that the framework of 
her legislation, the SNAP Theft 
Protection Act, is included in 
the end-of-year omnibus fund-
ing package for Fiscal Year (FY) 
2023. This year, thousands of 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program (SNAP) ben-
eficiaries have had their benefits 
stolen through identity theft and 
skimming scams; Gillibrand’s leg-
islation directs states to promptly 
reissue these benefits using al-
ready allocated federal funds. The 
legislation also helps states track 
SNAP fraud data and develop 
mechanisms to enhance security 
technology.
     “No one should go hungry 
because they fell victim to iden-
tity theft or a skimming scam,” 
said Senator Gillibrand. “Today, 
I’m proud to announce that our 
bill to reissue SNAP benefits to 
those who had them stolen will 
be included in this year’s omnibus 
bill. SNAP provides a lifeline for 
millions of New Yorkers, and I 
will keep doing everything in my 
power to protect the families who 
rely on it.”
     “SNAP benefits are a lifeline for 
many families, seniors, veterans, 
college students, and others who 
need them to feed themselves and 
their families,” said Andres Vives, 
Executive Director of Hunger So-
lutions New York. “SNAP recipi-
ents deserve protections against 
lost benefits due to card skim-
ming. We want to thank Senator 
Gillibrand for her leadership in 
elevating the issue of EBT card 
skimming and ensuring swift res-
titution for affected households.”
     “Empire Justice Center is grate-
ful for Senator Gillibrand’s leader-
ship on benefits skimming,” said 
Kristin Brown, Empire Justice 
Center President and CEO. “The 
omnibus bill will compensate 
some of the 4,000 low-income 
households that have already been 
victimized, and ensure that future 
skimming victims are at least 
partially compensated for their 
losses. We will continue work-
ing with the state and legislators 
in Albany to quickly update our 
benefit issuance system to put a 
stop to skimming altogether and 
to make sure that cash assistance 
victims are also compensated for 
their losses. Low-income New 
Yorkers should be able to access 
the same protections as credit and 
debit card holders – to have cards 
that offer basic security features 
and to be compensated when they 
are the victims of fraud.”
     “We are grateful that Senator 
Gillibrand was able to get into the 
Omnibus Bill provisions that will 

Gillibrand Announces Inclusion of Her 
Legislation to Protect SNAP Beneficiaries 

From Fraud in Omnibus Bill

reduce the risk that already-strug-
gling New Yorkers will faced the 
double whammy of having their 
meager food benefits stolen from 
them with no recourse to get them 
replaced,” said Joel Berg, CEO of 
Hunger Free America, a national 
direct service and advocacy or-
ganization headquartered in New 
York City. “Such Stolen food 
benefits increase hunger, reduce 
income for local food retailers and 
farmers markets, and harm health 
by making it more difficult for 
families to obtain nutritious foods.  
The Omnibus language addresses 
this problem in a  common-sense, 
compassionate, manner, enabling 
g families to be reimbursed. Sena-
tor Gillibrand  continues to be one 
of the nation’ s top champions in 
the fight against domestic hunger.”
     “The Legal Aid Society 
thanks Senator Gillibrand for 
her leadership on finding fed-
eral solutions for the 4,000 New 
York households who have been 
victims of skimming to date,” 
said Susan Welber, staff attorney 
with the Civil Law Reform Unit 
at The Legal Aid Society. “We 
are pleased that the omnibus bill 
would provide at least partial relief 
for New York skimming victims, 
but we continue to call on Albany 
to ensure that families who are 
struggling to feed their families 
because their benefits were stolen 
by skimming receive the full value 
of the benefits lost as soon as pos-
sible. Skimming victims deserve 
full compensation, just the same 
as customers of credit card fraud 
receive.”
     Skimming occurs when crimi-
nals place a “skimming” device 
on an ATM or POS (point of sale) 
device to capture a person’s PIN 
information and the data stored 
on the magnetic strip of the SNAP 
EBT (Electronic Benefits Trans-
fer) card. This allows thieves to 
use that information to duplicate 
the EBT card and to access the 
benefits in the SNAP beneficiary’s 
account, even without the original 
card. Unlike credit card, debit card 
and pre-paid cardholders who are 
covered by the federal Electronic 
Fund Transfer Act (EFTA) and 
Regulation E against losses from 
unauthorized electronic transac-
tions, SNAP EBT beneficiaries 
are not afforded the same protec-
tions. New York State reports that 
thousands of New Yorkers have 
had their EBT cards skimmed and 
benefits stolen this year, losing a 
total value of more than $730,000.
     Gillibrand introduced the 
SNAP Theft Protection Act along-
side Senators Ben Cardin (D-MD) 
and Chris Van Hollen (D-MD) 
earlier this month. Additionally, 
in October, Senator Gillibrand led 
her colleagues in sending a letter 
urging action from USDA to bet-
ter protect SNAP beneficiaries at 
risk of having their benefits stolen 
through skimming scams. 

New York State Department of Civil Service And  
Department of Taxation And Finance Announce  

Application Period Now Open to Pursue Careers in  
Tax Compliance And Taxpayer Services

must first meet the minimum 
qualifications for the title or titles 
of interest and register for the 
civil service exam by submitting 
all the required information by 
December 28 here. The exams 
are multiple-choice tests and will 
be offered in February 2023. All 
candidates who are qualified to 
take the exam will receive an 
admission notice via mail ap-
proximately two weeks prior to 
the date of the written test. The 
admission notice will provide the 
candidate with details about when 
and where they are scheduled to 
appear, along with other pertinent 
information. Candidates will 
also receive a reminder email in 
advance of the exam.
     The exams are used to fill 
the following titles at the Tax 
Department: 
•    Tax Compliance Representa-
tive 1 (Positions also exist at the 

Department of Labor)
•    Taxpayer Services Represen-
tative 1
•    Taxpayer Services Specialist 
Trainee 1
     For each title, the exams will 
also be used to hire individu-
als with proficiency in Spanish. 
While the online exam is in 
English, those with proficiency in 
Spanish will be required to pass a 
language proficiency exam at the 
time of hire.
     Tax Compliance Representa-
tives and Taxpayer Services Rep-
resentatives provide information 
and assistance to the taxpaying 
public. Positions interact with 
customers via inbound and out-
bound calls, and are responsible 
for the collection of delinquent 
assessments and returns or un-
employment insurance payments 
if located at the Department of 
Labor. The starting salary for 
these titles is $43,648. 
     Taxpayer Services Specialist 

Trainees engage in a variety of 
training opportunities to de-
velop skills to perform various 
technical activities that require 
an in-depth understanding and 
application of various tax laws. 
Trainees will also learn how to 
use automated processing sys-
tems in providing taxpayer infor-
mation, assistance, and technical 
support. The starting salary for 
this title is $41,634.
     All positions include gener-
ous benefits including paid leave, 
health benefits, and retirement 
plans, and telecommuting options 
may be available to employees 
in this title who meet certain 
criteria.   
     To learn more about working 
for the State of New York and how 
to take the next step in pursuing 
a rewarding career in public ser-
vice, please visit the Department 
of Civil Service website and fol-
low the Department on Facebook, 
Twitter, and LinkedIn.
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Notice of Formation of 9108 
ROOSEVELT LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/02/22. Office 
location: Queens County.  Princ. 
office of LLC: c/o MCO, 111-
15 Queens Blvd., Forest Hills, 
NY 11375. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to the 
LLC at the addr. of its princ. office. 
Purpose: Any lawful activity. 
11/17,24,12/1,8,15&22/2022

Notice of Formation of NENOT’S 
NYC LLC Arts. of Org. filed with 
Secy. of State of NY (SSNY) 
on 10/03/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 6336 Fitchett 
Street, Rego Park, NY 11374. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
11/17,24,12/1,8,15&22/2022

SJ Richmond LLC f iled w/ 
SSNY on 11/4/22. Of f ice: 
Queens Co. SSNY designated 
as  agent  fo r  p roc ess  & 
shall mail to: 126-15 89th 
Ave.,  R ichmond Hi l l ,  NY 
11418. Purpose: any lawful. 
11/17,24,12/1,8,15&22/2022

AARG CAPITAL LLC filed Arts. 
of Org. with the Sect’y of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 7/8/2022. Office: 
Queens County. SSNY has been 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against it may 
be served and shall mail process to: 
The LLC, 141-03 71st Ave, Flushing, 
NY 11367. Purpose: any lawful act. 
11/24,12/1,8,15,22&29/2022

2340 27 STREET LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 10/28/22. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated as 
agent of the LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
served.  SSNY shall mail copy 
of process to the LLC, 2340 
27th Street, Queens, NY  11105.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
11/24,12/1,8,15,22&29/2022

LEGAL NOTICES

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
T R E M A I N E  S E C U R I T Y 
SERVICES LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/01/2022. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 167-20 144th 
Drive, Jamaica, NY 11434. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
11/24,12/1,8,15,22&29/2022

Mejor Amiga Appliances, LLC 
filed w/ SSNY on 11/18/22. 
Of f ice: Queens Co. SSNY 
des ignated as  agent  fo r 
process & shall mail to: 163-
07 Depot Rd., Flushing, NY 
11358. Purpose: any lawful. 
11/24,12/1,8,15,22&29/2022

Notice of Qualification of CV 
Executive Services, LLC. 
Authority filed with Secy. of 
S tate  o f  NY (SSNY ) on 
09/30/22. Of f ice location: 
Queens County. LLC formed 
in Delaware (DE) on 12/06/21. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 1482 E. 
Valley Rd., Ste. 300, Santa 
Barbara, CA 93108. Address 
to be maintained in DE: 838 
Walker Rd., Ste. 21-2, Dover, 
DE 19904. Arts of Org. filed 
with the Secy. of State, John G. 
Townsend Bldg., 401 Federal 
St., Ste. 4, Dover, DE 19901. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/1,8,15,22,29/2022&1/5/2023

Notice of Formation of AZUGA 
POWER LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/11/22. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. 
SSNY shall mail process to: 
c/o The LLC, 50-22 40th St, 
#2G, Sunnyside, NY 11104. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
12/1,8,15,22,29/2022&1/5/2023

518 Services LLC, Ar ts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 10/20/2022. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. 
a s  a g e n t  u p o n  w h o m 
process against  may be 
served & shall mail process 
to 33-15 211 St., Bayside, 
NY 11361. General Purpose. 
12/1,8,15,22,29/2022&1/5/2023

Notice of Formation of ELITE 
EHS CONSULTANTS LLC 
Arts. of Org. filed with Secy. 
of State of NY (SSNY) on 
09/12/2022. Office location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y.  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 2520 42nd 
St. #1C, Astoria, NY, 11103 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/1,8,15,22,29/2022&1/5/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r mat i on  o f 
SPECIMEN DESIGNS LLC Arts. 
of Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/17/2022. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against it 
may be served. SSNY shall mail 
process to: 1867 Bleecker St., 
Apt 2F, Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

168-07 Northern Blvd LLC Arts. 
Of Org. filed with Secy. Of State 
of N.Y. (SSNY) on 11/17/2022. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 168-
07 Northern Blvd LLC, 168-
07 Northern Blvd, Flushing 
NY 11358, which is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: any lawful activity. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 
OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS
DIVISION OF ST. THOMAS 
AND ST. JOHN
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF
MARIANO IRAGGI, a /k /a 
MARTIN IRAGGI, Deceased.
Case No. ST-2021–PB–00032
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE is hereby given 
that a Petition for Ancillary 
Administration has been filed on 
behalf of the Estate of Mariano 
Iraggi, a/k /a Martin Iraggi, 
deceased, and all persons 
having claims against the 
Estate are required to present 
them, verif ied by af f idavit, 
and all persons indebted to 
the Estate to make payment 
promptly to the Petitioners:
Nancy Abatemarco, Ramona 
Cottone and Geralyn Cefalu, 
or their undersigned counsel. 
Law Off ices of Richard H. 
Dollison, P.C.
Dated: December 2, 2022
By: /s/ Richard H. Dollison
Richard H. Dollison
V.I. Bar #: 502
5143 Palm Passage, Ste.
B28/29
P.O. Box 6135
St. Thomas, U.S.V.I. 00804-
6135
(340) 774-7044
(340) 774-7045 fax
rhd@rdollisonlaw.com
12/8,15,22&29/2022

Notice of Formation of RGM 
TRANSPORT LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 11/19/2022. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 5860 78th 
Avenue, Glendale, NY 11385. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

LEGAL NOTICES
Notice of Formation of NF 
Psychology, PLLC. Arts. of 
Org. filed with Secy. of State of 
NY (SSNY) on 11/29/22. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of PLLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: Rodin Legal, 
P.C., 215 E 58th St, Ste 4C, NY, 
NY 10022. Purpose: practice 
the profession of Psychology. 
12/8,15,22,29/2022,1/5&12/2023

1876 PALMETTO STREET 
LLC. Arts. of Org. filed with 
t he  SS N Y on  12 / 01/ 2 2 .  
Office: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of the 
LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served.  
SSNY shal l  mai l  copy of 
process to the LLC, 1876 
Palmetto Street, Apartment 
1R, Ridgewood, NY  11385.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

N ot i c e  o f  Fo r m at i o n  o f 
TRESIA’S LLC Arts. of Org. 
filed with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 08/05/2022. Office 
location: Queens County. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to: 204 Astoria 
Blvd, Apt 6E, Astoria, NY 11102. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

N o t i c e  o f  Fo r m a t i o n  o f 
DIAMOND LUXE HOMES 
L LC  A r t s .  o f  O r g .  f i l e d 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(S S N Y )  o n  11/ 0 3 / 2 0 2 2 . 
O f f i c e  loc at ion:  Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of LLC upon whom 
process against it may be 
ser ved.  SSNY shal l  mai l 
process to:  14729 235th 
St., Rosedale, NY 11422. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

APEKS GROUP LLC, Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/12/2022. Of f ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent upon 
whom process against the 
LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Denis 
Xhar i,  41-20 39th Street, 
Long Island City, NY 11104. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/15,22,29/2022,1/5,12&19/2023

Notice of Formation of SAVAGE 
SAGE LLC Arts. of Org. filed 
with Secy. of State of NY 
(SSNY) on 10/21/2022. Office 
locat ion: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
against it may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: 341B Park 
Cres. College Point, NY 11356. 
Purpose: any lawful activities. 
12/22,29/2022,1/5,12,19&26/2023

     The New York Lot-
tery today announced one 
top-prize winning ticket 
was sold for the Decem-
ber 17 TAKE 5 MIDDAY 
drawing. The ticket, worth 
$19,936.50, was purchased 
at K&C DISCOUNT 99 
UP INC., located at 8003 
NORTHERN BLVD FL 1 
in JACKSON HEIGHTS.
     TAKE 5 players with mid-
day and evening draws on 
the same ticket must check 
their numbers at nylottery.
ny.gov to determine if they 

TAKE 5 Top-Prize Winner Sold in  
JACKSON HEIGHTS

have the winning numbers 
for the corresponding mid-
day or evening drawing.
     TAKE 5 numbers are 
drawn from a field of one 
through 39. The drawing 
is televised twice daily at 
2:30 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. A 
Lottery draw game prize of 
any amount may be claimed 
up to one year from the date 
of the drawing.
     About the New York 
Lottery - The New York 
Lottery continues to be 
North America’s largest 

and most profitable Lottery, 
contributing $3.6 billion in 
fiscal year 2021-22 to help 
support education in New 
York State.
     New Yorkers struggling 
with a gambling problem, 
or who know someone who 
is, can find help at https://
nyproblemgamblinghelp.
org/, by calling the free, 
confidential HOPEline at 
1-877-846-7369 or by tex-
ting HOPENY (467369). 
Standard text rates may 
apply.

Visit Our Website: www.queenstimes.com
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Efforts Against Deed Fraud

     Deed theft is a merciless crime 
that targets seniors, and often 
people of color, who are reliant 
on their homes as a stabilizing 
force for their families and loved 
ones. Two Bureaus in the Queens 
District Attorneys Office - Frauds 
and Housing & Worker Protec-
tion - work every day to safeguard 
people’s personal property and 
bring thieves to justice. 
     Queens DA Melinda Katz said 
“We also regularly work with our 
law enforcements partners to bring 
down crews that steal people’s 

homes. To that end, I commend 
State Attorney General Letitia 
James for her diligent efforts on be-
half of New Yorkers. She recently 
announced an indictment of five 
members of a deed theft ring for al-
legedly stealing three homes worth 
more than $1 million in total from 
elderly, vulnerable homeowners in 
Jamaica and St. Albans. Channel 
7 Eyewitness News covered the 
story, which could be viewed by 
visiting: https://abc7ny.com/deed-
theft-queens-homeowner-scarm-
fraud/12549913/

https://abc7ny.com/deed-theft-queens-homeowner-scarm-fraud/12549913/
https://abc7ny.com/deed-theft-queens-homeowner-scarm-fraud/12549913/
https://abc7ny.com/deed-theft-queens-homeowner-scarm-fraud/12549913/

