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Council Member Vallone and Student 
Ambassadors Bring Holiday Cheer to 

St. Mary’s Kids in Bayside

     On Tuesday evening, Council 
Member Paul A. Vallone joined 
his Student Ambassadors and 
Dwarf Giraffe Athletic League 

president Nick Gagliano and 
players to give out hundreds of 
holiday toys to the kids at St. 
Mary’s Healthcare System for 

Children in Bayside.

Weprin and Irwin Altman Middle 
School 172 Partner to Raise Hundreds 

of Toys in Memory of Community 
Member Jason Weinstein

Assemblyman David I. Weprin speaks to students at the Irwin Altman Middle School 172. 
See story and other photos on page 6.

Elmhurst Park is Now Home to  
The City’s First Memorial to Queens 

Vietnam Veterans

     NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP, today 
joined Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz, U.S. Congress-
woman Grace Meng, New York 
State Senator Joseph Addabbo, 
New York State Assembly Mem-
ber Brian Barnwell, New York 

City Council Member Peter Koo, 
New York City Council Member 
Daniel Dromm, New York City 
Council Member Robert Holden, 
National President of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America John Rowan, 



PAGE 2 THE QUEENS TIMES THURSDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2019

Published every week by C.T. Publishing Corp.
Executive Office: 108-59 49th Avenue, Corona Heights, NY 11368

Operations: 11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357
Phone (718) 592-2196 • FAX (718) 357-3682

Web Site: www.queenstimes.com 
email: editor@queenstimes.com

James C. Lisa .........................Publisher/Editor
Lew Scala .............................. Associate Publisher/Webmaster
Joseph V. Dorsa ....................Photo Journalist
Lou Duro ...............................International Correspondent
Merle Exit ..............................Arts/Entertainment Editor
Nicole Rescigno.......................Office Manager
Bob Grant................................Photo Journalist

The Queens Times, USPS # P127 AIC060 is published weekly by CT Publishing Corp. 
for an annual subscription charge of $28.50, mail subscription request to Queens Times, 
11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357, Periodicals Postage at Flushing, NY. POST-
MSTER: Send address changes to Queens Times at 11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, 
NY 11357

Subscribe to the

Queens Times
Your Local Newspaper-One Edition for All Of Queens

Just $28.50 per year... and have the paper  
delivered to your door by US Mail

Please Enter my Subscription For One Year

Name ..............................................................................

Address ..........................................................................

City..................................................Zip...........................

Please make check payable to: Queens Times and mail to:  
11-20 154th Street, Whitestone, NY 11357

(Continued on page 4)

(Continued from page 1)

Council Member Vallone and Student Ambassadors 
Bring Holiday Cheer to St. Mary’s Kids in Bayside

     The toys were collected through 
a month-long drive organized by 
the Council Member’s Ambassa-
dors from Bayside High School, 
Holy Cross High School, St. Agnes 
Academic High School and World 
Journalism Preparatory School, 
in collaboration with Whitestone-
based Dwarf Giraffe Athletic 
League.
     “It was a joyful evening with 
Dwarf Giraffe Athletic League 
and my Student Ambassadors as 
we spread some holiday cheer with 
our wonderful St. Mary’s kids!” 
said Council Member Vallone. 
“Each year, this event is special 
because our very own high school 
students help to organize the toy 
drive and are given a first-hand 
glimpse into the incredible work 

done at St. Mary’s. As we distrib-
uted the toys, the children, staff, 
doctors, volunteers and families all 
shared smiles, stories and laughter. 
It was a very special moment that 
we will all remember.”
     “I had a really great time see-
ing all of the kids and talking to 
them and it really made me feel 
so happy that I had contributed 
to the smiles on their faces,” said 
Julia Araldi-Bromberg, a junior 
at Bayside High School. “Seeing 
them run down the hall to all of the 
presents and pick out their favorite 
Hot Wheels or Star Wars toys was 
so heartwarming and I’m really 
happy that I was able to be a part of 
it and hopefully make their holiday 
season a little more magical!”
     “I’m extremely grateful for the 
experience at St. Mary’s, and it 
feels great knowing that I could 

make a difference this holiday sea-
son,” said Alexis Papadopoulos, a 
junior at St. Agnes.  “It was such 
an honor to be able to talk to the 
kids and see how happy they were 
with their many new gifts!”
     “New York’s sickest children 
and their families have a wonder-
ful friend in Council Member 
Paul Vallone,” said Dr. Edwin 
F. Simpser, President & CEO. 
“St. Mary’s Healthcare System 
for Children deeply appreciates 
everything Council Member Val-
lone does to help our community 
throughout the year, especially 
during this time of year, when his 
Ambassador program brings joy 
to children facing the challenges 
of spending their holidays in the 
hospital. Because of his efforts, the 
holiday season is so much brighter 
for our kids.”

Governor Passes Senator Sanders’ Bills Regarding  
Management Companies, Donations for Seniors

     Senator James Sanders Jr. (D-
Rochdale Village, Far Rockaway) 
is proud to announce that Governor 
Cuomo has signed more of his bills 
into law. 
     Bill S.6249 - This bill would 
clarify the employee requirements 
for appraisal management com-
panies.
     The law will clearly state that 
an appraisal management company 

may hire or contract a person for 
property inspections or property 
evaluations if they are licensed as 
an appraiser, real estate broker, or 
home inspector, or a person for a 
broker price opinion if they are 
licensed as a real estate broker.
     Bill S.5987- Establishes space 
on the business franchise and per-
sonal income tax forms to make a 
gift for home delivered meals for 

seniors; creates the senior wellness 
in nutrition fund.
      “Homebound senior citizens 
who are unable to shop or cook for 
themselves benefit greatly from 
home delivered meals,” Sanders 
said. “The growing need for this 
service exceeds the currently 
available funding. This legislation 
would encourage financial contri-
butions to this necessary program”

Amid battles in DC, Suozzi’s Bipartisan Legislation to  
Restore SALT Deduction Passes US House of Representatives

The Restoring Tax Fairness for 
States and Localities Act receives 
bipartisan support, including Re-
publican yes votes 

     The United States House of 
Representatives passed Con-
gressman Tom Suozzi’s (NY-03) 
legislation to restore tax fairness 
to families on Long Island and 
across the United States. Suozzi’s 
colleagues from Long Island 
Congressman Peter King (NY-02), 
Congresswoman Kathleen Rice 
(NY-04), Congressman Gregory 
Meeks (NY-05) all cosponsored 
the legislation. The final vote 
of 218 – 206 received bipartisan 
support, including Republican 
members voting yes. The bill now 
moves to the Senate.  
     This legislation would eliminate 
the marriage penalty by doubling 
the cap to $20,000 for joint filers 
for 2019 and would fully restore 
the state and local tax (SALT) 
deduction for 2020 and 2021. The 
cost of this plan would be fully off-
set by returning the top individual 
tax rate from 37 percent, back to 
39.6 percent, prior to the GOP tax 
bill of 2017.
     “Amid all the turmoil in DC, 
I am thrilled that the House, with 
bipartisan support, has passed 
my legislation to restore tax fair-
ness for my constituents on Long 
Island. The 2017 cap on SALT 
broke a century-old agreement. A 
covenant to protect state and local 
government and my bill restores 
that protection, it restores that 
covenant, and it restores fairness, 
as well,” said Suozzi.
     The bill, which had more 
than 50 bipartisan cosponsors in 
the House, is a concrete step in 

repealing a provision of the 2017 
GOP tax law that placed a devas-
tating cap on state and local tax 
deductions. The limitation of this 
critical deduction has resulted in 
a tax increase for families across 
Long Island.
     “Even before the GOP tax bill 
capped the SALT deduction, New 
Yorkers already paid more than 
their fair share of taxes. This bill 
would do justice for New York 
taxpayers by restoring the SALT 
deduction and providing addi-
tional assistance to teachers who 
spend money out-of-pocket on 
school supplies for their students. 
I thank Congressman Suozzi for 
his leadership in bringing Mem-
bers across the aisle, including my 
Long Island colleagues, together 
in passing this legislation through 
the House,” said Rep. Meeks. 
     “Families in my district are 
among the hardest hit by the 
President’s devastating cap on 
state and local tax deductions. 
This cap has done nothing but 
lead to an unfair tax increase 
for middle-class families across 
Long Island, and I am thrilled the 
House passed legislation today to 
undo this harmful policy. I thank 
Congressman Suozzi for his lead-
ership on this critical legislation,” 
said Rep. Rice.  
     “Eliminating deductions for 
local and state taxes will have a 
devastating effect on New York. 
We give far more to Washington 
then we get back. For every dollar 
we give, we get $.79 back. That’s 
a $48 billion shortfall and hurts 
our middle-class Long Islanders. 
This legislation is critical,” said 
Rep. King. 
     The capping of the SALT de-

duction was unfair to Long Island 
because:
•    New Yorkers already subsidize 
other states by paying $48 billion 
more in taxes than they receive 
back from the federal government, 
more than any other state.
•    The repeal of the SALT deduc-
tion results in double taxation by 
imposing a federal tax income 
which already paid for state and 
local taxes.
•    State and local governments are 
being penalized – the creation of 
the SALT deduction was coupled 
with the creation of a federal in-
come tax in 1913. When the 16th 
amendment was ratified, lawmak-
ers at the time did not think it was 
fair for Americans to pay taxes 
on taxes.
•    The elimination of the deduc-
tion drives people to other states 
and leaves middle- and lower-
income taxpayers holding the 
bag to pay for school, police and 
other essential state and local tax 
burdens.
     The Restoring Tax Fairness 
for States and Localities Act has 
already been endorsed by several 
national organizations including 
the:
•    US Conference of Mayors
•    National Association of Coun-
ties
•    National League of Cities
•    International Association of 
Firefighters
•    National Association of Real-
tors
•    American Federation of Teach-
ers
•    National Education Association
•    National Association of Police 
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Park Side Restaurant

Queens’Finest 
Italian Restaurant

107-01 Corona  Ave. Corona Heights, NY  
(718) 271-9274 • (718) 271-9871 

- Reservations Suggested -

About Park Side Restaurant - An Italian Landmark in the 
heart of Corona, Queens, Park Side Restaurant is truly a 
destination that is worth the trip. After one visit, you will 
be sure to be back again and again for one the city’s Best 
Italian restaurants. Bring your appetite and enjoy authentic 
and always delicious dishes using the freshest ingredients 
and attention to detail served by our professional staff. 
Park Side is also happy to host your next function with 
our private dining area and flexible banquet packages.

ARIS & FRANK
43-05 111th Street • Corona Heights, NY 

Greek, Spanish and Italian Spoken

A & F Auto Repairs, Inc.

(718) 592-7470        (718) 699-2499

General Auto Repairs 
(Foreingn and Domestic)

Accessories  
• Tires • Batteries

• Electronic Tune-ups
 • Inspection Station 

• Towing

Council Member Vallone Announces Whitestone Street 
Co-Naming For Decorated WWII Veteran

     At a recent Stated Meeting, 
the New York City Council ap-
proved legislation by Council 
Member Paul A. Vallone to co-
name 156th Street between 14th 
Avenue and Cryders Lane, “CPL. 
John McHugh Way.”
     John McHugh, born March 6, 
1924, was drafted into the United 
States Army and served in the 
First Infantry Division in WWII. 
He fought at the Battle of Nor-
mandy and the Battle of the Bulge 
and received the following awards 
and recognitions:
•    The Silver Star for gallantry 
in action
•    Bronze Star for meritorious 
service, 
•    European Theater of Opera-
tions Ribbon, which contains sil-
ver arrow head for the Normandy 
invasion
•    Four Bronze Stars which indi-
cate the major battles he fought in, 
•    Two Presidential Unit Citations 
for Crucifix Hill and Hurtgen 
Forest, 

•    Combat Infantry Badge and 
the Fort Eger given by Belgium for 
action there during the war
In 2014, he was inducted into the 
state Senate Veterans Hall of Fame 
and was an honoree at the Little 
Neck-Douglaston Memorial Day 
Parade. Corporal McHugh passed 
away on July 21, 2019 at age 95. 

     “We as residents of Northeast 
Queens were blessed to have an 
American hero like Corporal 
John McHugh call our great 
neighborhood home,” said Council 
Member Paul Vallone. “Corporal 
McHugh was a highly decorated 
veteran who fought bravely with 
the Allied powers at the historic 
Battle of Normandy and the Battle 
of the Bulge, major turning points 
in World War II. With this co-
naming in the spring, we will 
honor a true man of courage.”
     “CPL. John McHugh was a 
true American hero who fought 
in WWII,” said John McHugh Jr.  
“The McHugh family is deeply 
appreciative and thankful for the 
co-naming of the street where he 
lived in Whitestone for over 25 
years.”
     The official ceremony for this 
co-naming will take place in the 
spring after Council Member 
Vallone coordinates with the De-
partment of Transportation and 
the McHugh family to set a date.

Councilman I. Daneek Miller Wins Passage of Bill  
Revamping Annual City Workers’ Compensation Report

     Recentky, the City Council 
voted to pass a bill sponsored by 
its Civil Service and Labor Com-
mittee Chair, Council Member 
I. Daneek Miller (D-Jamaica), to 
amend the City’s Annual Report of 
Workers’ Compensation Claims: 
Introduction 1604.
     The report is a compilation of 
injury claims administered by the 
Law Department on behalf of the 
City of New York, New York City 
Health and Hospitals, the Depart-
ment of Education, City University 
of New York, and the Board of 
Elections.
     When it passed the law en-
abling the report in 2004, the City 
Council intended for the report to 
be comprehensive, and provide 
information that would promote 
the development of targeted pro-
grams to identify and eliminate 
potentially hazardous workplace 
conditions.
     However, the reports produced 
in the years since have yielded ba-
sic data of minimal benefit while 
omitting vital data such as the na-
ture of an injury, the type of injury 
or diagnosis, and a description of 
how the injury occurred; exposing 
deficiencies in the law itself.
     Introduction 1604 will ensure an 
extensive amount of information 
on injuries is gathered, and also re-
quire the collection of information 
about occupational diseases that 
develop over time in the course of 
duty, as well as identify injury and 
illness patterns within specific job 
titles. It will also compel the city 

to report annually on its efforts to 
coordinate with agencies on de-
veloping programs to reduce and 
prevent workplace hazards.
     In 2018, there were over 18,000 
municipal employee workers’ 
compensation claims, the cost of 
which amounted to $25 million, 
including direct and indirect costs 
for wage replacement, medical 
treatment, and penalties paid by 
the City.
     According to the City Comptrol-
ler, the City has spent over $345 
million dollars cumulatively on 
workers that suffered injuries and 
illnesses in the course of duty.
     At the current rate, these recur-
ring costs would have the City pay 
more than $2.5 billion over the 
next decade.
     “The passage of Introduction 
1604 represents a win for our civil 
servants and taxpayers alike,” said 
Committee on Civil Service and 
Labor Chair, Council Member I. 
Daneek Miller. “Unlike the previ-
ous law, this legislation will result 
in a data rich report that prioritizes 
the prevention of injury or illness, 
and helps to save the city tens of 
millions of dollars in costly work-
ers’ compensation claims. Among 
the key data points to be found 
within the revamped summary is 
the inclusion of occupational dis-
eases, and the knowledge gained 
through this particular enhance-
ment will better reveal how city 
employees are getting hurt or sick 
on the job, enable the identifica-
tion of patterns within specific 

titles, and bring about improve-
ments in workplace ergonomics 
that can keep our workers safe 
and healthy.”
     “Councilman Miller is to be 
commended for this tremendous, 
overdue step to improve safety in 
the workplace and save taxpayer 
money,” said District Council 37 
Executive Director Henry Gar-
rido. “The new reporting require-
ments contained in this bill should, 
at last, transform the City’s Annual 
Report of Workers’ Compensation 
Claims into a valuable document 
that can ultimately protect work-
ers.”
     “Introduction 1604 is a win-win: 
a win for the city’s employees, and 
a win for New York City itself,” 
said Joel Shufro, former Executive 
Director of the New York Com-
mittee for Occupational Safety 
and Health. “The amended report 
will allow agencies to identify 
hazardous working conditions, 
and develop annual plans to re-
duce work-related injuries and 
illnesses.  Reducing these occur-
rences will spare our municipal 
workers needless suffering and 
limit the cost of providing medical 
treatment, wage replacement, and 
other indirect costs incurred by 
the City – thereby increasing the 
morale and the productivity of its 
workforce.”
     The revamped version of the 
City Annual Report of Work-
ers’ Compensation Claims under 
Introduction 1604 will be issued 
beginning in Calendar Year 2022.

Amid Warning Against TJ Maxx For Selling Recalled  
Products in NYC & on LI This Holiday Season 

     Schumer Calls For Fed Inves-
tigation; Many Of These Goods 
Are Not Safe, Which Is Why They 
Were Recalled; Demands Feds 
Ensure This Does Not Happen 
Again And Consumers Get Any 
Refunds They Have Coming
     TJ Maxx & Its Marshalls & 
Home Goods Brands Sold Poten-
tially Dangerous Products—From 
Toys To Electronics—When They 
Shouldn’t Have; Consumers Had 

No Clue; Products Were For Sale 
Across More Than 3200 U.S. 
Stores, Including In NYC & On LI
     Schumer Demands Immediate 
Consequences, Including Com-
pany Outreach To Consumers & 
Full Refunds; Senator Also Wants 
CPSC To Begin Formal Investiga-
tion To Prevent This In The Future
     Schumer: Feds Must Unwrap 
How Holiday Bargains Were 
Allowed To Become Dangerous 

Gifts In The First Place   
     Citing worried consumers who 
might have just wrapped danger-
ous gifts from TJ Maxx, Marshalls 
or HomeGoods, without having 
a clue they were recalled, U.S. 
Senator Charles Schumer called 
for a federal investigation by the 
Consumer Product Safety Com-
mission (CPSC) into TJX Com-
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Governor Passes Senator Sanders’ Bill 
to Reduce Potentially Toxic Mercury in 

Lamps
     Senator James Sanders Jr. 
(D-Rochdale Village, Far Rocka-
way) is proud to announce that 
Governor Cuomo has signed 
another of his bills into law. 
     Bill S.2139 would address 
the serious health risks posed to 
New York State residents by the 
amount of mercury in mercury-
added lamps.

     Senator James Sanders Jr. 
said: “We want to reduce the risk 
of potentially dangerous mer-
cury from getting into our water, 
soil or atmosphere. Mercury 
pollution is a serious threat to 
the environment and our health, 
and as the saying goes, an ounce 
of prevention is worth a pound 
of cure.”

Organizations
     Other Statements in Support 
of The Restoring Tax Fairness for 
States and Localities Act from 
local Long Island officials and 
organizations: 
     “Long Island has been devas-
tated by the federal government’s 
tax increase on middle-class fami-
lies. Our taxpayers already send 
more to Washington than they get 
in return – we deserve tax fairness 
and immediate relief. On behalf of 
Nassau County, I want to thank 
Congressman Suozzi for leading 
this important fight in Congress, 
and also thank Congressman King 
and Congresswoman Rice for 
putting our taxpayers first,” said 
Nassau County Executive Laura 
Curran. 
     “This legislation provides 
much-needed relief for working 
Long Islanders who have been 
devastated by the loss of their 
state and local tax deductions. I 
applaud Congressman Suozzi for 
leading this bipartisan effort to 
reverse Washington’s massive tax 
increase on New York homeown-
ers who already send Washington 
$48 billion more in taxes than they 
receive in return,” said Suffolk 
County Executive Steve Bellone. 
     “The hardship caused by the 
limitation of the SALT deduction 
has been a 1 – 2 punch to our vil-
lage. It has resulted in higher taxes 
and lower home values. Many 
longtime residents are rethinking 
whether they can afford to stay in 
a village that has been home many 

years. This is not a Republican or 
Democrat question. It is a question 
of fairness. This SALT cap limit is 
totally unfair to villages like mine 
and others throughout the country. 
I want to thank Congressman 
Suozzi, on behalf of Bayville, for 
being a leader on this issue and for 
putting our taxpayers first.,” said 
Bayville Mayor Robert De Natale 
(testified before House Ways and 
Means earlier this year regarding 
impacts of SALT). 
     “The LIA commends Congress-
man Suozzi for his efforts to ad-
dress the inequities in the federal 
law that caps SALT deductions 
that negatively impact our region,” 
said Long Island Association 
President & CEO Kevin Law.
     “Long Island’s middle class 
was gutted when they lost the 
crucial SALT deduction. Without 
SALT, the next generation of 
Long Islanders are struggling to 
purchase their first homes and 
Boomers are being driven to relo-
cate out of state much earlier than 
anticipated. This mass exodus 
from our region, coupled with a 
new barrier to fill the homes left 
behind, is destructive to a regional 
economy. We applaud the leader-
ship of Congressman Suozzi and 
the efforts by the Long Island 
delegation to continue to fight for 
our middle class and how they 
are putting partisan politics aside 
to do all that they can to protect 
every Long Island homeowner,” 
said Kyle Strober, executive di-
rector, Association for a Better 
Long Island, a leading regional 
advocacy organization.

Amid battles in DC, Suozzi’s Bipartisan 
Legislation to  

Restore SALT Deduction Passes  
US House of Representativesand Community Board 4 Parks 

Chair Gregory Spock to officially 
cut the ribbon on the Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial in Elmhurst Park. 
     The memorial, which was 
fully funded by Borough President 
Katz, was originally conceptual-
ized by the members of Vietnam 
Veterans of America local Chapter 
32, led by Queens resident Pastor 
“Pat” Toro who lost his life after 
returning home. The creation of 
the memorial would not have been 
possible without his advocacy. 
     “The Queens Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial pays tribute to local 
heroes and publicly honors their 
sacrifice,” said Commissioner 
Silver. “With the help of Borough 
President Katz and local veterans, 
we have fulfilled our promise to 
provide community members with 
a new greenspace to sit, reflect, 
and honor their loved ones. This 
memorial will commemorate their 
bravery and legacy in Elmhurst 
Park for generations to come.”
     “It’s been more than a de-
cade since the late Pat Toro first 
dreamed up the idea of a borough-
wide memorial honoring the valor 
and selflessness of Queens service 
members who never returned 
home from the Vietnam War. 
Thanks to the persistence and 
dedication of so many of his fellow 
Queens Vietnam War veterans, 
Pat’s dream has become a reality,” 
said Queens Borough President 
Melinda Katz. “Today and every 
day forward, an eternally grateful 
borough pays tribute to the heroic 
men and women who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our nation.”
     “Our brave veterans defended 
and protected our democracy and 
we must never forget their selfless 
service, and the sacrifices they 
made to our nation,” said Con-
gresswoman Grace Meng. “This 
new Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
will honor the fallen heroes from 
our communities and ensure that 
they are remembered by future 
generations. I’m proud to have 
played a key role in pushing this 
project forward, and working on 

it with local veterans. This ribbon 
cutting is a long time coming and 
it is an honor to help commemo-
rate the memorial’s completion. I 
thank and commend the late Pat 
Toro and the Vietnam Veterans of 
America Chapter 32 for having the 
vision for this initiative, and for all 
they’ve done to make it happen.”
     “This new memorial serves as 
a fitting tribute to our borough’s 
very own Vietnam War veterans,” 
said Council Member Daniel 
Dromm. “These men and women 
sacrificed so much for us. It is only 
right that we honor their memories 
in this dignified manner. I salute 
Borough President Katz for priori-
tizing this important project. It has 
been a pleasure to work alongside 
her to improve parks and other 
public spaces in Queens.”
     “I am thrilled to play a small part 
in the realization of the Queens 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial,” said 
Council Member Robert Holden. 
“Back in 2002 and 2003, we orga-
nized a coalition to fight the sale 
of this land to a big box sale and 
we secured the 6.2 acres of land 
to create this beautiful park. Now 
that the monument is unveiled, 
it will be a great addition to the 
neighborhood, to Queens County 
and the City of New York. It is 
my wish that future Veterans Day 
parades will make this their first 
of last stop on the route.”
     “Thanks to the efforts of the 
late Pat Toro and the members 
of Queens Chapter 32 of Viet-
nam Veterans of America those 
men and women from Queens 
who gave their lives in service 
to America will be recognized 
today,” said National President of 
the Vietnam Veterans of America 
John Rowan. “This memorial will 
also recognize those who suc-
cumbed to illnesses back home 
after their service. For many, it has 
taken more than 50 years for their 
sacrifice to be recognized. Like 
Queens today the heroes came 
from all around the world to serve 
their adopted country.”
     The semi-enclosed memorial 
provides a contemplative space 
that honors those Queens resi-

dents who fell during the Vietnam 
War. The memorial was designed 
by NYC Parks in consultation 
with the Vietnam Veterans of 
America local Chapter 32. Two 
semi-circular granite walls flank 
the space. One bears the name of 
the memorial, the five crests of the 
military and the Vietnam Service 
Medal. On the inside of the wall, 
an etching of bamboo represents a 
common element of the Vietnam 
War. The second wall provides 
the history of the war including 
key events and dates, as well as 
the names of the fallen, which 
have been placed strategically to 
receive sun during the day. A sec-
tion of the memorial pays tribute 
to the many soldiers who later 
died at home due to effects of the 
war. The granite walls, as well as 
the existing flagpole, will both be 
illuminated at night. 
     Inside of the enclosure sits a 
radial bench, and in the center of 
the oval, a granite map of Vietnam 
with key locations highlighted. 
The space is designed to host small 
memorial gatherings to remember 
the heroes it honors. Addition-
ally, plantings have been added to 
soften the edge of the space. 
     The project is fully funded by 
allocations from Borough Presi-
dent Katz, who has allocated $2.3 
million in capital funding between 
FY17-18, which comes on top 
of the $550,000 first secured in 
FY08 by then-City Councilmem-
ber Katz.
     Elmhurst Park, once and eye-
sore and traffic landmark, opened 
to the public in 2011 as a mag-
nificent community greenspace. 
The site of Elmhurst Park was 
once the location of two KeySpan 
Newtown gas holders, a highway 
landmark popularly known as the 
“Elmhurst gas tanks”. With the 
support of the community, the site 
was sold by KeySpan to the City of 
New York for $1 and was cleaned 
up and returned to the public as 
open space. The park now features 
lush lawns, a playground for kids, 
jogging paths, seating, sculpture, 
modern comfort stations, safety 
lighting, and more than 600 trees. 

panies Inc., which owns all three 
stores nationwide, including those 
in New York City and on Long 
Island. Schumer said a variation of 
19 different products across more 
than 3,200 U.S. stores—ranging 
from clothes, toys and electron-
ics—could be in the hands of un-
knowing consumers, or wrapped 
as gifts this holiday season, and 
that consumers deserve to be noti-
fied, refunded and reassured that 
this will not reoccur. 
     “It’s unfair to consumers—and 
potentially dangerous—to know 
that TJ Maxx stores, includ-
ing Marshalls and HomeGoods, 
would sell recalled products in 
their thousands of stores, and that 
this went on for years,” said U.S. 
Senator Charles Schumer. “That’s 
why the feds must investigate this 
occurrence from top-to-bottom 
and fully unwrap how holiday 
bargains were allowed to become 

Elmhurst Park is Now Home to  
The City’s First Memorial to Queens Vietnam Veterans

(Continued from page 1)

dangerous gifts in the first place, 
making sure it does not happen 
again. At the same time, I am 
calling on TJX Companies to work 
with consumers, alert them to any 
dangers and promptly deliver any 
refunds.”
     Schumer said that TJX stores 
have such a big retail footprint that 
their actions demand consequenc-
es to ensure this does not happen 
again and to signal seriousness 
within the industry when it comes 
to recalls. Schumer demanded the 
CPSC begin a formal investigation 
that unwraps how this happened in 
the first place as he detailed some 
of the dangerous products.
     According to the U.S. Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, TJX 
retailers like TJ Maxx, Marshalls 
and HomeGoods sold 19 differ-
ent recalled items after they were 
recalled between the years 2014 
and 2019. Most of these products 
were highly hazardous, with dan-
gers such as infant fatalities, fire, 

burn, choking, fall, laceration, 
skin irritation, and explosion, to 
name just a few. 
     For example, TJX stores con-
tinued to sell different rocking 
inclined sleepers linked to infant 
deaths, a self-balancing hover-
board reported for bursting into 
flames, and portable electronics 
that would explode because the 
battery could leak hydrogen gas 
while charging. Also included 
in the recall list and sold at these 
stores: glass products that could 
easily shatter, chairs, barstools 
for the home, julienne slicers, beer 
mugs, coffee presses, baby rattles, 
knives, and holiday decorations. 
Even clothing, like scarves and 
children’s cardigans that failed to 
meet flammable standards or had 
a choking hazard, were part of the 
recalled inventory list.  
     “It’s not a bargain if it could 
hurt you, could burn you, could 

Amid Warning Against TJ Maxx For Selling Recalled  
Products in NYC & on LI This Holiday Season

     Workers are rallying outside Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo’s office Monday to 
say they still are being ripped off by 
employers who steal their wages, and 
Cuomo can stop it with the stroke of 
a pen. A bill that could aid workers</
a> who are the victims of wage theft 
passed both the state Assembly and 
Senate in June but the governor still 

Workers Press Cuomo to Sign  
SWEAT Bill

hasn’t signed it. Carlos Rodriguez 
Herrera, a restaurant worker, says 
the Securing Wages Earned Against 
Theft, or SWEAT, bill would ensure 
that employers don’t hide their assets 
as soon as a wage theft claim is filed. 
(contd.)  Podcast and entire story 
available: https://www.newsservice.
org/index.php
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Funny 
StuffHOROSCOPE

Queens Times Weekly ...

For Entertainment Purposes Only
For the Week of ... 12/26/19 - 1/1/20

ARIES 
(Mar. 21 - April 20)
Try to spend extra time sorting 
through your work. Speak of your 
future goals, intentions, and com-
mitments. Try going to a sporting 
event or perhaps a night out with 
friends. Your lucky numbers are 
8,9,1.

TAURUS 
(Apr. 21 - May 21)
Your best effor ts will come 
through making changes in your 
home. Some of your new friends 
may not be that trustworthy. De-
ception is likely. You’re eager to 
learn. Your lucky numbers are 
5,4,3.

GEMINI 
(May 22 - June 21)
Promotions will be yours if you 
have acted professionally in times 
of crisis. You can make new 
friends by taking part in social 
events involving colleagues. Make 
changes in your domestic scene. 
Your lucky numbers are 2,7,9.

CANCER 
(June 22 - July 22)
You can expect changes in your 
financial situation. Romantic op-
portunities are evident if you get 
involved in large groups or orga-
nizations. Your lucky numbers 
are 5,8,9.

LEO 
(July 23 - Aug 22)
Do some research if you want to 
find information that you can ap-
ply to your potential stock invest-
ment. Compromising could be on 
the agenda this week. Your lucky 
numbers are 4,6,3.

VIRGO 
(Aug. 23 - Sept. 23)
You could find yourself having 
problems with coworkers and 
employers. Overexertion and 
negligence will be your worst 
enemies. Don’t get upset. Your 
lucky numbers are 1,9,5.

LIBRA 
(Sept. 24 - Oct. 23)
Strengthen your position among 
your peers. You may not attract 
the kind of interest you had in 
mind. Check your electrical wir-
ing. Your lucky numbers are 4,7,9.

SCORPIO 
(Oct. 24 - Nov. 22)
You may find yourself in the 
limelight. Diff icult ies at an  
emotional level may be likely. 
Think hard before going into  a 
business venture with friends 
or family. Your lucky numbers 
are 7,1,3.

SAGITTARIUS 
(Nov. 23 - Dec. 21)
Do something constructive out-
side. You will have splendid sug-
gestions for fund raising events. 
Socializing will be more than just 
entertaining. Your lucky numbers 
are 7,6,9.

CAPRICORN 
(Dec 22 - Jan. 20)
Get together with friends and do 
something entertaining but not 
too expensive. You will have a 
problem holding on to your cash 
this week. Your lucky numbers 
are 5,8,4.

AQUARIUS 
(Jan. 21 - Feb. 19)
Pleasure trips will be favorable 
and bring good luck. Look over 
your portfolio before the year 
end.You can make changes to 
your home that will be pleasing 
to all concerned. You’ll have 
amazing ideas. lucky numbers 
are 8,4,3.

PISCES 
(Feb. 20 - Mar. 20)
Make a point of working on 
yourself. Check your investments. 
You will be in the mood for en-
tertainment. You may find that 
purchases or entertainment could 
be expensive. Your lucky numbers 
are 6,5,9.

TRY AND FIND

Actor
Breakup
Central Park
Chandler
Chef

Dates
Joey
Lisa Kudrow
Matt LeBlanc
Monica

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1. Collide
6. Corrosive
10. Actors in a show
14. Soup server
15. Declare untrue
16. Leer at
17. Pampering
19. Regretted
20. Plunger
21. Female sibling
22. Require
23. Tuxedos
25. Vigorously passionate
26. How old we are
30. Incongruous
32. Complicated
35. Rejoinder
39. Seamster
40. First-rate
41. Filters out
43. Intercede
44. Allergic reaction
46. Backside
47. Applied mathematics (British)
50. Vocalization
53. Footnote note
54. Precious stone
55. Imperative
60. Audition tape
61. Go between
63. Killed
64. Nonclerical
65. Chopin composition
66. Small slender gull
67. Away from the wind
68. Shasta

DOWN
1. Paper holder
2. Hindu princess
3. Contributes
4. A promiscuous woman
5. Serf
6. Citrus drink
7. Thurible
8. A type of tooth
9. Colors
10. Horn of plenty
11. Chills and fever
12. Mixture of rain and snow
13. Woman’s undergarment
18. African antelope
24. 19 in Roman numerals
25. Fat
26. Does something
27. Satyr
28. Arab chieftain
29. The end of an Apollo flight
31. Anagram of “Tine”
33. Groin
34. Sea eagle
36. Celebrity
37. Infants
38. Type of sword
42. Some
43. Japanese apricot
45. Living dead
47. Center
48. Poplar tree
49. Anagram of “Merit”
51. Slice
52. Made a mistake
54. Big party
56. Nurse shark
57. Decorative case
58. Gestures of assent
59. 3
62. Frozen water

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

“Crossword Puzzle”

“Sudoku”

“Try & Find”

G OOD F R I EN DS

Monkey
New York City
Phoebe
Proposal
Rachel

Roommates
Ross
Vegas
Vows
Weddings

Answer to Last 
Weeks Puzzles

Play Crossword/Sudoku online.. 
Visit www.queenstimes.com

Click on PUZZLES... and Enjoy

●    My New Year’s resolution is 
to help all my friends gain ten 
pounds so I look skinnier.
●    One liner tags: fat, friendship, 
New Year
●    To kick start my New Year: 
I took an IQ test and the results 
were negative.
●    My resolution was to read more 
so I put the subtitles on my tv.
●    My wife still hasn’t told me 
what my New Year’s resolutions 
are.
●    I was going to quit all my bad 
habits for the new year, but then 
I remembered that nobody likes 
a quitter.
●    I love when they drop the 
ball in Times Square. It’s a nice 
reminder of what I did all year.
●   .A New Year’s resolution is 
something that goes in one year 
and out the other.
●   .It’s officially New Year’s Eve, 
you only have a couple of hours to 
do all the things you will resolve 
not to do in the new year.
●   .What happened to the man 
who shoplifted a calendar on New 
Year’s Eve? He got 12 months!
●   .May all your troubles last as 
long as your New Years resolu-
tions?
●   .People think New Years is a 
life-changing event. If your life 
sucked last year, it’s probably still 
going to suck tomorrow.
●   .What do you tell someone you 
didn’t see at New Year’s Eve? I 
haven’t seen you for a year!

Happy New Year
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Queens College First to Offer USTA-Accredited Professional 
Tennis Management Certificate on a Non-Degree Basi

Two Track Program Offers Com-
ponents for Accomplished Play-
ers and Sports Managers; Enroll-
ment is Open Now for Classes 
Beginning January 2020

     Queens College is the first 
school in the country offering a 
new certificate for people hoping 
to work or move up in the tennis 
industry that does not require 
them to be enrolled in a degree 
program. The Professional Tennis 
Management (PTM) Certificate 
Program, developed for accom-
plished tennis players and sports 
managers, has two tracks—Tennis 
Professional and Tennis Manage-
ment—which prepare students to 
teach or manage professional ten-
nis programs, equipping them to 
work in such positions as instruc-
tors, coaches, administrators, and 
sports business owners. The pro-
gram is accredited by the United 
States Tennis Association (USTA), 
which is the not-for-profit owner 
and manager of the U.S. Open.
     Although USTA is affiliated 
with programs at other colleges, 
Queens College is the first to make 
the PTM certificate available 
on a non-degree basis. The new 
certificate program is designed 
to be completed in 18 months by 
non-residential students, who will 
be able to focus on their career 
goals without having to hold or 
work toward an undergraduate or 
graduate degree. “Queens Col-
lege has many years’ experience 
with professional education for 

working adults,” says Queens 
College Interim President Wil-
liam Tramontano. “Such courses 
can have an enormous impact on 
social mobility and life opportuni-
ties, which is extremely valuable 
to the students and communities 
we serve. We think the PTM Cer-
tificate will open a lot of doors.”
     Because both Queens Col-
lege and the USTA are located 
in Flushing, Queens, their part-
nership will give students the 
combined benefits of entrée to a 
top-ranked college, a robust and 
prestigious support network, and 
state-of-the-art facilities. Taught 
by industry leaders, the PTM 
Certificate Program will consist 
of convenient online modules, 
evening classes at the college, and 
on-court training sessions. Stu-
dents also will receive guidance 

on securing paid internships and 
with job placement. 
     “There are so many opportuni-
ties in tennis from the professional 
event side to club work to parks 
and physical education, profit 
and nonprofit,” said Skip Hart-
man, USTA-U director of PTM at 
Queens College and CUNY. “We 
hope this experience will open 
many doors.” 
     The PTM Certificate Program 
will start its first semester on 
January 13, 2020. For more infor-
mation about the Queens College 
PTM Certificate Program, please 
click here; click here to register. 
Partial scholarships are available 
for the first 15 students who regis-
ter for the program, as well as for 
those who are currently working 
as employees or active coaches 
within the tennis industry.

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik Helps Bring  
New Technology to P 224Q

     Council Member Barry S. 
Grodenchik and Principal Des-
mond Park of P 224Q welcomed 
brand new Promethean boards 

to the school’s site at 75-25 
Bell Boulevard.  Every year, 
the Council Member provides 
funding to every school in the 

district, and Principal Park put 
the monies to good use by up-
grading the school’s classroom 
technology. 

Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik and Principal Desmond Park (right)

MENG ISSUES STATEMENT ON 
IMPEACHMENT VOTE

     U.S. Rep. Grace Meng (D-NY) 
today issued the following state-
ment on the House of Representa-
tives’ vote to impeach President 
Trump.
     “I did not come to Congress 
to impeach the President of the 
United States. I came to fight for 
the betterment of the lives of my 
constituents in New York’s 6th 
congressional district. This is an 
honor and duty I do not – and will 
not ever – take lightly. 
     Today, I voted to impeach 
President Donald Trump. I voted 
yes on two articles of impeach-
ment against the President that 
charge him with abuse of power 
and obstruction of Congress. I 
did so with a heavy heart for our 
country, but a clear conscience. I 
did so, because, above all, I took 
an oath to support and defend the 
Constitution of the United States. 
I did so, because no one is above 

the law, not even the President of 
the United States.
     The impeachment inquiry 
findings make clear that the Presi-
dent’s actions support charges of 
high crimes and misdemeanors. 
The President put his personal po-
litical interests above the interests 
of the American people. He com-
promised the public trust, under-
mined our national security, and 
jeopardized our democratic pro-
cess. He schemed and conditioned 
official acts to get dirt against 
his domestic political opponent. 
Time and again, he continued to 
thwart Congress’s constitutional-
ly-mandated power of oversight by 
blocking testimony and refusing 
to comply with House subpoenas. 
He failed to provide any exculpa-
tory evidence. His actions are 
unprecedented and unapologetic. 
Ultimately, the President’s actions 
left the House of Representatives 
no other option, but to exercise 
the ‘sole Power of Impeachment,’ 
vested in it by the Constitution. 
These charges warrant the Presi-
dent’s removal from office, and 
disqualification to hold and enjoy 
any office of honor, trust, or profit 
under our nation.
     We cannot allow the President 
of the United States to continue 
cheating and offending our de-
mocracy. Rather than defending 
the Constitution, the President has 
chosen to defy it. I vote today out 
of duty to our nation, and my oath 
to the Constitution.”
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WE’RE HIRING!
Immediate positions for school bus drivers

Vallo Transportation 
o�ers private school bus 
service from Queens to Bronx 
High School of Science and 
H.S. of American Studies at
Lehman College

For prompt, professional
& personalized service contact: 
(718) 961-7600 
www.ValloTransportation.com

Council Member Peter Koo, DOT, Local Businesses  
Announce Five New Loading Zones in Downtown Flushing

     City Council Member Peter 
Koo today joined with officials 
from the NYC Department of 
Transportation and the Flushing 
Business Improvement District to 
announce the installation of five 
new loading zones in downtown 
Flushing. Known as one of the 
busiest transportation hubs in New 
York City, the new installations 
effectively double the current 
number of loading zones available 
in the downtown Flushing area, a 
commercial corridor with more 
than 20 bus lines and hundreds of 
thousands of daily visitors. 
     The new loading zones are a 
result of multiple meetings over 
the past year between CM Koo’s 
office, the Downtown Flushing 
Transit Hub Business Improve-
ment District, the DOT and Com-
munity Board 7, which looked to 
address traffic congestion and 
loading/unloading challenges 
experienced by the area’s small 
businesses. Many of these issues 
arose due to recent traffic pattern 
changes and competition with bus, 
vehicular, and pedestrian traffic. 
Working with the DOT, the local 
business community identified 
these five locations to help allevi-
ate delivery double parking and 
traffic congestion.
     Council Member Peter Koo stat-
ed, “These five new loading zones 
should dramatically decrease the 
burden on our small business com-
munity while helping to decrease 
double parking, traffic conges-
tion, and improve bus travel times 
in downtown Flushing. For too 
long, delivery trucks have double 
parked on major thoroughfares 
in downtown Flushing, and by 
doubling the number of loading 
zones in this transportation hub, 
we are looking to improve the 
travel experience for all in our 
community. Today’s efforts are 
a direct result of conversations 

between local businesses, the BID, 
the Community Board, my office, 
and the DOT, and it illustrates that 
the city can be receptive to our 
community’s needs when they’re 
appropriately engaged.”
     “These new loading zones in 
Downtown Flushing will better 
balance the curbside needs of this 
dynamic commercial district,” 
said NYC DOT Queens Borough 

Commissioner Nicole Garcia. 
“Loading and unloading will be 
much easier for neighborhood 
businesses, and the community 
will experience less congestion 
from double parking. A special 
thanks for all the work, advo-
cacy and support from Council 
Member Koo, Queens Com-

     Assemblyman David I. Weprin 
continued an annual holiday tra-
dition this week by joining with 
Irwin Altman Middle School 
172 in Floral Park to collect and 
donate hundreds of toys in honor 
of local community member 
Jason Weinstein. Weprin, who 
has partnered with MS 172 Prin-
cipal Jeffrey Slivko for the past 
five years to collect toys each 
holiday season, visited the school 
this week to thank faculty and 
students for participating in the 
toy drive.
     Along with the toys collected 
with the help of the Irwin Altman 
Middle School, Weprin also ac-
cepted toy donations at his Fresh 
Meadows and Richmond Hill dis-
trict offices over the past several 
weeks, adding to the hundreds 
of toys raised by the school. This 
year’s toy drive marks the 24th 
Assembly District’s 6th annual 
Holiday Toy Drive and third year 
that the drive is being held in 
honor of local community mem-
ber Jason Mark Weinstein, who 
passed in May 2017.
     Collected toys are donated to 
the Heartshare Cuomo First Step 
Early Childhood Center and the 

Weprin and Irwin Altman Middle 
School 172 Partner to Raise Hundreds 

of Toys in Memory of Community 
Member Jason Weinstein

Boys and Girls Club of Metro 
Queens, both located in Rich-
mond Hill. The Heartshare First 
Step Early Childhood Center is 
a 4410 non-profit special educa-
tion school that offers education 
and therapies for students with 
intellectual and developmental 
disabilities. Established in 1957, 
the Boys and Girls Club of Metro 
Queens offers free after-school 
tutoring, homework assistance, 
and athletic and arts programs for 
youth ages 6-18. 
     “I want to give a huge THANK 
YOU! to Principal Jeffrey Slivko, 
SO Coordinator Daniel McKil-
len, the students of Irwin Altman 
Middle School 172, and all the 
community members who found 
it in their heart to donate gifts. 
We have tremendous success 
hosting the toy drive with MS 172 
Q each year and it would not be 
possible without the kindhearted 
support from the people of our 
community,” said Assemblyman 
David I. Weprin. “I am also glad 
that we were able to continue our 
tradition of having this event in the 
memory of Jason Mark Weinstein 
who would be heartened to know 
that we were able to bring so many 
children a bit of holiday joy in his 
honor.”

Assemblyman David I. Weprin delivers toys to Melissa 
Verdi, Director of Education at Heartshare First Step Early 
Childhood Center.

Assemblyman David I. Weprin, Irwin Altman Middle School 
172 Principal Jeffrey Slivko, SO Coordinator Daniel McKillen 
and MS 172 students.
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COMPUTERIZED . . .   Fast Service
Electronic Filing - “Quick Refunds”

Orrino Capital Services, LLC 

Gino A. Orrino 
Principal License Representative

 

Multiple Markets with Competitive Rates

INCOME TAXES PREPARED

For appointment call (718) 606-0293
or (718) 606-0294

 or stop in.
Open: Monday-Friday: 9:00 am to 7:00 pm

Saturday: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

 46-13 104th St.,Orrino Plaza
 Corona Heights, NY 11368

718-606-0293 or 718-606-0294 
Fax: 718-606-0295

All Forms of Insurance

(Continued on page 9)

(Continued from page 7)

munity Board 7, the Downtown 
Flushing Transit Hub Business 
Improvement District, and local 
stakeholders.
     Dian Yu, Executive Director 
of the Downtown Flushing Transit 
Hub Business Improvement Dis-
trict, stated, “Downtown Flushing 
has over 2,000 businesses. Of 
those, we have around 230 res-
taurants, seven supermarkets, and 
numerous professional services. 
Additional loading and unloading 
zones are extremely crucial to the 
success of our local business.” 
     More than 200 supermarkets 
and restaurants populate down-

town Flushing with some loca-
tions like the popular New World 
Mall food court receiving up to 
100 truck deliveries each day.
     The five new loading zones are: 
•    Main Street, west side, between 
37th and 38th avenues
All days
•    Part of Roosevelt Avenue, north 
side, between Main Street and 
Prince Street, 
7 a.m. to 7 p.m., all days
•    40th Road, north side, between 
Main Street and Prince Street
7 a.m. to 7 p.m., except Sunday
•    Part of 41st Avenue, north side, 
between Main Street and College 
Point Boulevard
7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m., except Sunday

•    Part of 41st Avenue, south side, 
between Main Street and College 
Point Boulevard
8 a.m. to noon, except Sunday
     These five new locations will 
supplement the following existing 
loading zones: 
•    39th Avenue, south side, 
between Main Street and 138th 
Street
•    Roosevelt Avenue, north side, 
near the corner of Union Street
•    Part of 40th Road, south side, 
near the corner at Main Street
•    Part of 41st Road, north side, 
near the corner at Main Street
•    Part of Barclay Avenue, north 
side, between Kissena Blvd and 
Union St.

Council Member Peter Koo, DOT, Local Businesses  
Announce Five New Loading Zones in Downtown Flushing

“Do Not Risk Your Life by Walking on The Ice”
     NYC Parks Commissioner 
Mitchell J. Silver, FAICP, today 
warns New Yorkers and visitors 
that while the city’s 96 ponds and 
lakes may look like they have fro-
zen over, it is not safe to venture 
out on the ice.
     Commissioner Silver stated: 
“With the sudden and extreme 
drop in temperatures, our water-
bodies have begun to freeze, and 
this is when they can be most 
dangerous. No matter how fun 
the ice may look, anyone walk-
ing on the ice is taking a big risk 
with their life. And, if an ice 
emergency occurs, call 911 first, 
do not attempt a rescue—leave it 

to the professionals.”
     The Commissioner also shared 
the agency’s Ice Safety Tips:
•    Never go on waterbodies that 
appear frozen.
•    Parents and caregivers should 
make sure children are never 
unattended near iced-over wa-
terbodies.
•    If you hear the ice cracking, lie 
down immediately to distribute 
your weight.
•    If you witness someone falling 
through ice, call 911 immediately 
- never attempt to make a rescue 
by yourself. Be sure to give the 
exact location and an account of 
the incident.

     To warn park visitors of the 
dangers of thin ice, NYC Parks 
posts warning signs around wa-
terbody perimeters in all five bor-
oughs. Additionally, for trained 
personnel use only, special red 
ladders are installed around the 
edges in the event of an emer-
gency.
     The agency is also sharing this 
message across its social plat-
forms in hopes that it will reach 
parkgoers of all ages. 
     For those looking for a safe 
way to enjoy ice-play in parks, 
Parks recommends checking out 
its website for a list of Parks’ ice 
skating rinks.

Mayor De Blasio Joins Over 50 Mayors And County  
Executives to Oppose The Trump Administration’s Proposal 
to Dramatically Increase Immigration Application Fees And 

Do Away With Existing Fee Waivers
Proposed Rule Prices out Working 
Class and Low-Income Immi-
grants who Already Struggle with 
the High Costs of Immigration 
Application Fees and Adds a Fee 
for Asylum Applications for the 
First Time in our Nation’s History
 
New City Data Finds About 
622,000 Lawful Permanent Resi-
dents in NYC are Eligible to Be-
come U.S. Citizens, but Have Not 
Naturalized
 
     New York City Mayor Bill 
de Blasio joined over 50 mayors 
and county executives, including 
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot and 
Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti, 
in sending the Trump administra-
tion a letter demanding that it 
withdraw a proposed regulation 
that would dramatically increase 
immigration application fees, 
eliminate most fee waivers, and 
transfer funds from application 
fees to immigration enforcement. 
     “Once again, the Trump 
administration is attacking the 
people we call our neighbors, our 
friends, and our families by mak-
ing citizenship and immigration 
benefits unattainable unless you 
are wealthy,” said Mayor de Bla-
sio. “Immigrants, including those 
fleeing persecution and seeking 
safety, make our City what it is and 
I am proud to stand with mayors 
and county executives across the 
country to fight against this un-
American rule.”
     “Immigrant families strengthen 

our economies and make our city 
stronger. We know that realizing 
asylum, DACA, or citizenship 
has an extraordinary ability to 
empower families in reaching 
their fullest potential. That is why 
we have invested in programs that 
help our immigrant communities 
access justice,” said Bitta Mostofi, 
Commissioner of the Mayor’s 
Off ice of Immigrant Affairs 
(MOIA). “We call on USCIS to 
stop this unconscionable rule and 
pledge to do everything in our 
power to fight back against it.”
     The proposed rule would in-
crease the U.S. citizenship appli-
cation fee by 83 percent, changing 
it from $640 to $1,170. It would 
also increase the fee for Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) renewals from $495 to 
$765, adding yet another obstacle 
by the Trump administration to 
prevent Dreamers from applying, 
while we await decision from the 
U.S. Supreme Court.
     Additionally, it would add a 
$50 fee for affirmative asylum 
applications. If implemented, the 
fees would make the U.S. just the 
fourth country in the world to 
charge those fleeing persecution 
and seeking asylum.
     The rule would also eliminate 
the use of fee waivers for most ap-
plications—which is a critical tool 
for low-income immigrants who 
can demonstrate that they cannot 
afford the high cost of applica-
tions. USCIS already previously 
sought to limit the use of the fee 

waiver —a change which was 
halted last week when a federal 
judge issued a nationwide prelimi-
nary injunction.  
     The proposal would also seek 
to justify transferring about $112 
million that U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS) 
collects from application fees to 
Immigration and Customs En-
forcement (ICE) for enforcement 
purposes.
     Currently, about 45 percent 
of New York City’s eligible-to-
naturalize population are eligible 
for a fee waiver or reduced fee 
from USCIS. If the proposed 
rule were to go into effect, about 
280,100 New York City residents 
eligible-to-naturalize would no 
longer be eligible for application 
cost assistance.
     Newly released City data, from 
MOIA and the Mayor’s Office of 
Economic Opportunity (NYC Op-
portunity), found that New York 
City is home to about 622,000 
Lawful Permanent Residents 
who are eligible to become U.S. 
citizens through naturalization 
but have not done so. A number 
of barriers prevent immigrants 
from applying for citizenship, in-
cluding cost, lack of information, 
a need for legal assistance, and 
English language proficiency. The 
lengthy timeline for naturalization 
may also pose a deterrent: current 
application processing times for 
USCIS are up to 24 months in New 
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NYS Economy Adds 15,300 Private Sector Jobs in Nov. 2019
     In November 2019, the number 
of private sector jobs in New York 
State grew by 15,300, or 0.2%, to 
8,327,800, a new, all-time high, 
according to preliminary figures 
released today by the New York 
State Department of Labor. Since 
the beginning of Governor An-
drew M. Cuomo’s administration, 
New York State’s economy has 
added 1,229,700 private sector 
jobs.
     In November 2019, New York 
State’s seasonally adjusted unem-
ployment rate remained at 4.0%. 
Year to date, the jobless rate in 

New York State declined by 0.1 
percentage points and the num-
ber of unemployed New Yorkers 
dropped by more than 16,000 
compared to the same period in 
2018.
     The State’s private sector 
job count is based on a payroll 
survey of 18,000 New York em-
ployers conducted by the U.S. 
Department of Labor’s Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. Monthly payroll 
employment estimates are pre-
liminary and subject to revision 
as more data become available 
the following month. The fed-

eral government calculates New 
York State’s unemployment rate 
based partly upon the results of 
the Current Population Survey, 
which contacts approximately 
3,100 households in the State 
each month.
     “In November 2019, the New 
York State economy added 15,300 
private sector jobs. In addition, 
the statewide unemployment rate 
held steady at 4.0% in Novem-
ber,” said Bohdan M. Wynnyk, 
Director of the New York State 
Department of Labor’s Division 
of Research and Statistics.

York City. 
     A new MOIA and NYC Op-
portunity fact sheet outlines these 
findings and additional data that 
shows the benefits of naturaliza-
tion to the individual and the 
communities they live in. For in-
dividuals who naturalize, research 
shows that individual annual earn-

Mayor De Blasio Joins Over 50 Mayors ...
ings increase by an average of 8.9 
percent or $3,200, the employment 
rate rises 2.2 percentage points, 
and homeownership increases 
6.3 percentage points. These 
economic gains can be attributed 
to a number of reasons, including 
access to a broader range of em-
ployment opportunities and the 
fact that naturalization provides 
a sense of permanency that can 

promote long-term investments 
such as buying a home, starting a 
business, and investing. And if all 
eligible-to-naturalize immigrants 
in New York City were to become 
U.S. citizens, annual city, state, 
and federal tax revenue would 
rise by $789 million and public 
benefits costs would decrease by 
$34 million, for a net benefit of 
$823 million per year.

Councilman Miller Wins Passage of Bill Revamping Annual 
City Workers’ Compensation Report

     The City Council voted to 
pass a bill sponsored by its Civil 
Service and Labor Committee 
Chair, Council Member I. Daneek 
Miller (D-Jamaica), to amend the 
City’s Annual Report of Workers’ 
Compensation Claims: Introduc-
tion 1604.
     The report is a compilation 
of injury claims administered by 
the Law Department on behalf of 
the City of New York, New York 
City Health and Hospitals, the 
Department of Education, City 
University of New York, and the 
Board of Elections.
     When it passed the law en-
abling the report in 2004, the City 
Council intended for the report to 
be comprehensive, and provide 
information that would promote 
the development of targeted pro-
grams to identify and eliminate 
potentially hazardous workplace 
conditions.
     However, the reports produced 
in the years since have yielded 
basic data of minimal benefit 
while omitting vital data such 
as the nature of an injury, the 
type of injury or diagnosis, and 
a description of how the injury 
occurred; exposing deficiencies 
in the law itself.
     Introduction 1604 will ensure 
an extensive amount of informa-
tion on injuries is gathered, and 
also require the collection of 
information about occupational 
diseases that develop over time 
in the course of duty, as well as 
identify injury and illness pat-
terns within specific job titles. It 

will also compel the city to report 
annually on its efforts to coordi-
nate with agencies on developing 
programs to reduce and prevent 
workplace hazards.
     In 2018, there were over 18,000 
municipal employee workers’ 
compensation claims, the cost of 
which amounted to $25 million, 
including direct and indirect costs 
for wage replacement, medical 
treatment, and penalties paid by 
the City.
     According to the City Comp-
troller, the City has spent over 
$345 million dollars cumulatively 
on workers that suffered injuries 
and illnesses in the course of duty.
     At the current rate, these recur-
ring costs would have the City pay 
more than $2.5 billion over the 
next decade.
     “The passage of Introduction 
1604 represents a win for our civil 
servants and taxpayers alike,” 
said Committee on Civil Service 
and Labor Chair, Council Mem-
ber I. Daneek Miller. “Unlike 
the previous law, this legislation 
will result in a data rich report 
that prioritizes the prevention 
of injury or illness, and helps to 
save the city tens of millions of 
dollars in costly workers’ com-
pensation claims. Among the key 
data points to be found within the 
revamped summary is the inclu-
sion of occupational diseases, and 
the knowledge gained through 
this particular enhancement will 
better reveal how city employees 
are getting hurt or sick on the 
job, enable the identification of 

patterns within specific titles, 
and bring about improvements 
in workplace ergonomics that 
can keep our workers safe and 
healthy.”
     “Councilman Miller is to be 
commended for this tremendous, 
overdue step to improve safety in 
the workplace and save taxpayer 
money,” said District Council 
37 Executive Director Henry 
Garrido. “The new reporting 
requirements contained in this 
bill should, at last, transform the 
City’s Annual Report of Workers’ 
Compensation Claims into a valu-
able document that can ultimately 
protect workers.”
     “Introduction 1604 is a win-
win: a win for the city’s employ-
ees, and a win for New York City 
itself,” said Joel Shufro, former 
Executive Director of the New 
York Committee for Occupational 
Safety and Health. “The amended 
report will allow agencies to iden-
tify hazardous working condi-
tions, and develop annual plans to 
reduce work-related injuries and 
illnesses.  Reducing these occur-
rences will spare our municipal 
workers needless suffering and 
limit the cost of providing medi-
cal treatment, wage replacement, 
and other indirect costs incurred 
by the City – thereby increasing 
the morale and the productivity 
of its workforce.”
     The revamped version of the 
City Annual Report of Workers’ 
Compensation Claims under 
Introduction 1604 will be issued 
beginning in Calendar Year 2022.

Flushing Fantastic Launches Lunar 
New Year Promotional Campaign 

Businesses Invited to Participate 
in Red Envelope Coupon Distri-
bution & Lunar New Year Pre-
Parade Reception

     Business leaders today an-
nounced the launch of the 2020 
Lunar New Year Promotional 
Campaign to showcase local busi-
nesses during this month-long 
holiday -- the busiest and most 
important shopping season for 
the Flushing community.  The 
announcement took place at the 
Flushing Community Holiday 
Meal organized by the Greater 
Flushing Chamber of Commerce, 
La Jornada, and St. George’s 
Church.   
     As part of this promotional 
campaign, the Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce is 
planning to distribute 5000 Red 
Envelopes during the 2020 Lunar 
New Year Parade, which attracts 
more than 10,000 visitors from 
around the metropolitan region.  
Each red envelope will include 
business cards and coupons from 
local businesses.  
     The submission deadline for 
business cards and coupons to be 
included in the Red Envelopes is 
January 10, 2020.  Those inter-
ested in participating should con-
tact angelina@flushingchamber.
nyc or 646-820-5163 as soon as 
possible.
     “Join our Chamber in usher-
ing in the Year of the Rat with 
our Lunar New Year promotion!” 
stated Taehoon Kim, President of 
the Greater Flushing Chamber of 
Commerce. “In our community, 
Red Envelopes are gifts presented 
at special occasions and symbol-
ize good luck throughout the year. 
Many people hold onto the Red 
Envelopes as keepsakes.”
     The next Flushing Lunar New 
Year Parade will take place on 
Saturday, January 25, 2020.  The 
Parade is organized by a coalition 
of community groups led by the 
Flushing Chinese Business As-
sociation and the Korean Ameri-
can Association of Queens.  The 
Parade will inaugurate the Year 
of the Rat. 
     2020 looks to be a year full of 
growth and accomplishments as 
the Rat is considered inquisitive, 

shrewd, and resourceful in the 
Chinese zodiac.  The Rat is also 
the first in the rotation of the 12 
zodiac signs, meaning that a Rat 
year is a year of renewal. So when 
a Rat year comes, it generally 
delivers new experiences with 
favorable outcomes.
     In addition to the Red Envelopes, 
the Chamber is also distributing 
1000 Good Fortune Calendars 
and hosting a Pre-Parade Lunar 
New Year Reception from 9:30am 
to 10:30am on Saturday, January 
25, 2020, at historic St. George’s 
Church located on Main Street and 
38th Avenue in downtown Flush-
ing, Queens.  All are welcome to 
join the Chamber in warming up 
with hot coffee and donuts before 
marching in the Parade at 11am. 
For more information and to reg-
ister in advance, visit lunar2020.
eventbrite.com.
     The Lunar New Year Promotion 
is organized by the Greater Flush-
ing Chamber of Commerce as part 
of the Flushing Fantastic district 
marketing campaign, which is 
funded by the New York City 
Department of Small Business 
Services (SBS) Neighborhood 
360° Program.  
     About Neighborhood 360° 
- SBS’ Neighborhood 360° pro-
gram identifies, develops, and 
launches commercial revital-
ization projects in partnership 
with local stakeholders. Through 
proactive planning and targeted 
investments, Neighborhood 360° 
supports projects that strengthen 
and revitalize the streets, small 
businesses, and community-based 
organizations that anchor New 
York City neighborhoods. For 
more information on Neighbor-
hood 360°, please visit www.nyc.
gov/neighborhood360.
     About NYC Department of 
Small Business Services (SBS) 
- SBS helps unlock economic 
potential and create economic 
security for all New Yorkers by 
connecting New Yorkers to good 
jobs, creating stronger businesses, 
and building vibrant neighbor-
hoods across the five boroughs. 
For more information on all SBS 
services, go to nyc.gov/sbs, call 
311, and follow us on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram.

     Senator James Sanders Jr. (D-
Rochdale Village, Far Rockaway) 
is proud to announce that his re-
quests for improvements to mass 
transit in his district have been in 
included in the MTA capital plan. 
     These improvements are:
     The Beach 67th street station 
on the A train line will be fully 
upgraded to be accessible to all 
and may include the addition of 
elevators.
     The Long Island Rail Road  
Stat ion at Locust Manor on 

Senator Sanders Proposed Capital  
Improvements to Rockaway Mass Transit 

Approved in MTA Capital Budget 
Farmers Blvd. will have eleva-
tors added. 
     “Our transportation system is 
used by many different people, 
but it is time to open it up to even 
more New Yorkers by improving 
the accessibility of our trains 
and buses,” Sanders said.  “We 
should aim to take away every 
impediment that has prevented 
the elderly or disabled from using 
mass transit. We as a society must 
pledge that we are not going to 
handicap the elderly or disabled.”Report captures accomplish-

ments and engagement in wide-
ranging set of legal and policy 
areas

     New York Attorney General 
Letitia James today released a re-
port chronicling the legal, policy, 
and community actions taken by 
the Office of the Attorney General 

Attorney General James Releases Annual Report Highlighting 
Key Actions Undertaken in 2019

throughout 2019. 
     “As 2019 comes to a close, this 
annual report will highlight some 
of the most important legal actions 
we have taken to protect New 
Yorkers,” said Attorney General 
Letitia James. “From preserving 
our environment, to standing up 
for consumers, to safeguarding 
our civil rights and beyond, the 

report captures our work on a wide 
array of issues. I am grateful to my 
team of lawyers and other profes-
sionals who work hard on behalf 
of our state every single day, and 
I thank New Yorkers for giving 
us an opportunity to serve them.”
The report can be seen : https://
ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2019-
oag-annualreport.pdf
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LEGAL NOTICES LEGAL NOTICES

F i l e  N o .  2 0 1 8 - 5 6 4 9 
ADMINISTRATION CITATION 
S U R RO G AT E’ S  C O U RT 
QUEENS COUNTY CITATION 
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK, By the Grace of 
God Free and Independent, TO: 
To the heirs at law, next of kin, 
and distributees of MANUEL 
FERRIN a / k /a  M A NUEL 
FERRIN, JR. deceased, if 
living, and if any of them be 
dead to the heirs at law, next 
of kin, distributees, legatees, 
executors, administrators, 
assignees and successors 
in interest whose names 
are unknown and cannot be 
ascertained after due diligence 
PUBLIC ADMINISTRATOR 
O F  Q U E E N S  C O U N T Y 
MARIA AVIDANO A petition 
h av i n g  b e e n  d u l y  f i l e d 
b y  R U S H M O R E  L O A N 
MANAGEMENT SERVICES 
LLC, as appointed attorney 
in fact for WILMINGTON 
SAVINGS FUND SOCIETY, 
FSB, D/B/A CHRISTIANA 
TRUST, NOT INDIVIDUALLY 
BUT AS TRUSTEE FOR 
P R E T I U M  M O R T G A G E 
ACQUISITION TRUST, a 
corporation organized and 
existing under the laws of the 
United States of America, who 
is domiciled at 15480 Laguna 
Canyon Road, Suite 100, 
Irvine, CA 92618; YOU ARE 
HEREBY CITED TO SHOW 
CAUSE before the Surrogate’s 
Court, Queens County, at 88-
11 Sutphin Blvd., Jamaica, NY 
11435 on February 6TH, 2020 
at 9:30 o’clock in the fore noon 
of that day, why a decree should 
not be made in the estate 
of MANUEL FERRIN a/k/a 
MANUEL FERRIN, JR. lately 
domiciled at 47-43 163rd Street, 
Flushing, New York 11358, in 
the County of Queens, State 
of New York, granting Limited 
Letters of Administration upon 
the estate of the decedent 
to Mar ia Avidano, or any 
eligible distributee, or upon 
their failure to qualify, to the 
Public Administrator of Queens 
County, and if permitted to 
renounce then to Petitioner’s 
nominee, Oscar A. Prieto, 
upon duly qualifying, limited to 
accepting service of process 
on behalf of the estate of the 
deceased in a foreclosure 
action on a Consolidation, 
Extension, and Modification 
Ag reement  he l d  by  t he 
petitioner, its successor and/
or assigns, dated January 15, 
1993 and recorded at Book 
3556, Page 2156 in the Office 
of the City Register of the 
City of New York on May 3, 
1993 in the original principal 
balance of $233,866.10, on 
the Decedent’s real property 
located at 85-35 58TH Avenue, 
Elmhurst, NY 11373. HON. 
PETER J. KELLY, Surrogate, 
James Lin Becker, Chief Clerk 
Dated, Attested and Sealed, 
December 10TH, 2019. Name 
of Attorney for Petitioner: Gross 
Polowy, LLC Tel. No. 716 204-
1700 Address of Attorney: 900 
Merchants Concourse, Suite 
201, Westbury, New York 11590 
Note: This citation is served 
upon you as required by law. 
You are not required to appear. 

If you fail to appear it will be 
assumed, you do not object to 
the relief requested. You have 
a right to have an attorney-
at-law appear for you. 67199.  
12/19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

NewYork-Presbyterian Queens Dietitian Offers 
Tips For a Nutritious Diet in the New Year

     The new year is a great 
opportunity to create new 
habits and start eating right. 
Maria Biondi, RDN, CDN, 
a wellbeing coach at New-
York-Presbyterian Queens, 
suggests the following tips 
for a nutritious diet and a 
healthy year ahead. 
“As folks look towards the 
new year, many want a fresh 
start and to live a healthier 
lifestyle,” says Biondi. “It’s 
great that people become 
excited about their health 
during this time of the year, 
and we want to make sure 
they have good nutrition all 
year round.”
1.   Eat as naturally as 
possible.  Try to choose 
foods that come from the 
earth. This seems like a 
simple rule, but it actually 
eliminates many foods we 
eat every day. Cookies, ice 
cream, even some granola 
bars have hidden food ad-
ditives and added sugars.  
If possible, try whole foods 
with little added ingredi-
ents. Remember, if the first 
ingredient is sugar, that 
means it is the most preva-
lent in the item. You can try 
swapping processed food 
for nuts and a whole fruit 
as a healthy snack.
2.   Eat breakfast. Break-
fast can give you energy 
and be a great way to kick 
start your day.  You can 
start your morning with 
lots of water to hydrate and 
choose a balanced breakfast 
such as whole wheat toast 
with nut butter or avocado, 
hardboiled egg whites, or 
oatmeal with blueberries.
3.   Find an eating style that 
works for you.  A study con-
ducted by the Journal of the 
Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics found that those 
who ate six smaller meals 
throughout the day had 
better weight loss results 
than those who ate three 
larger meals. Try having 
two small snacks during 
the day that are under 200 
calories. Late night eating 
can also lead to weight gain, 
so consider setting a time to 

cut off eating or snacking. 
4.   Switch to whole grains. 
Brown rice, oats, farro and 
quinoa in moderation are 
great for keeping you full 
and curbing your sugar 
cravings. Try swapping 
out white bread for a whole 
grain opt ion, as white 
breads contain less fiber 
and may have processed 
sugars and preservatives 
to keep it on the shelves 
longer. 
5.   Spice it up. For gen-
erations, herbs and spices 
were used to treat various 
illnesses and ailments in 
cultures around the world. 
Spices such as turmeric, 
basil, cinnamon, garlic and 
ginger can add lots flavor to 
your meals while keeping 
the sodium content lower, 
which can help reduce high 
blood pressure. Try swap-
ping the salt in your next 
dish with a new spice!
6.   Mind your gut health. 
Our digestive system is 
f illed with good bacte-
ria that helps us fight off 
disease. Fiber, prebiotics 
and probiotics are great 
ways to improve our gut 
health. Foods that provide 
these helpful bacteria in-
clude Greek yogurt with a 
banana, oatmeal, kimchi, 
sauerkraut and pickles.
7.   Drink more water (not 
your calories). Drinking 
high sugar fruit juices and 
sports drinks can be detri-
mental to your diet. This 
can also be true for coffees 
with creamers and added 
sugar. Water is zero calo-
ries, zero sugar, and keeps 
you hydrated throughout 
the day. On average, it is 
recommended to consume 
at least eight cups of water 
daily. Try a refreshing selt-
zer or fruit infused water to 
add some natural flavor to 
your drink. 
8.   Be mindful of your 
alcohol intake.  If you are 
watching your weight , 
avoiding alcohol or reduc-
ing your intake can help. 
For example, mixed drinks 
are filled with sugary juices 

–  one margarita can be up 
to 600 calories.  Try swap-
ping juices for a seltzer 
with a splash of juice, or 
try a light beer over a stout 
or lager.  
9.   Find your balance. Many 
diets claim eating less of 
something is the key to 
achieving results. However, 
the key is finding the right 
balance of carbohydrates, 
fat and protein for you. A 
Stanford University study 
concluded that an effective 
weight loss strategy is to 
eat less sugar and refined 
f lour, and instead choose 
more vegetables and whole 
foods such as whole grains, 
low-fat dairy and fruits.
10.  Remember to get a good 
night’s rest. Getting a good 
night’s sleep may help you 
feel more rested and ready 
to make healthier choices 
the following day. Try to 
set a time for yourself to 
prepare for bed and aim 
for a goal of eight hours of 
sleep. Even increasing just 
one hour from your normal 
amount of sleep can be use-
ful in boosting your mood, 
energy, and ability to make 
healthier choices.  
     NewYork-Presbyterian 
Queens - NewYork-Pres-
byterian Queens, located 
in Flushing, New York, is 
a community teaching hos-
pital affiliated with Weill 
Cornell Medicine, serving 
Queens and metro New 
York residents. The 535-bed 
tertiary care facility pro-
vides services in 14 clinical 
departments and numerous 
subspecialties. Annually, 
more than 17,000 surgeries 
and 4,000 infant deliveries 
are performed at NewYork-
Presbyterian Queens. With 
its network of affiliated 
primary and multispecial-
ty care physician prac-
tices and community-based 
health centers, the hospital 
provides approximately 
162,000 ambulatory care 
visits and 128,000 emer-
gency service visits annu-
ally. For more information, 
visit nyp.org/queens

Congresswoman Maloney Introduces Bill to  
Protect Public Housing Residents

     Congresswoman Carolyn 
B. Maloney (NY-12) today 
introduced the Public Hous-
ing Residents Protection 
Act, legislation that will 
ensure that if and when 
a public housing author-
ity decides to lease or sell 
any of its assets, that these 
transactions must finan-
cially benefit the residents 
of that public housing com-
munities and the authority 
overall. The housing au-
thorities must demonstrate 
these benefits providing 
the actual dollar figures of 
the transaction and its own 
cost-benefit analysis.
     “Public Housing Au-
thorities across the country 

should be making decisions 
with the same top priority: 
putting the residents’ best 
interests above all else. 
The Public Housing Resi-
dents Protection Act will 
ensure that public housing 
residents actually see direct 
benefits of decisions made 
by these agencies and also 
improve transparency. The 
interests of public housing 
residents must be protected 
and guaranteed by law.”
     The Public Housing Resi-
dents’ Protection Act will:
1.   Ensure that when a pub-
lic housing authority sells 
or leases any of its assets, 
the sale financially benefits 
those public housing resi-

dents, and the operational 
budgets of the authority, 
and that those benefits will 
be exhausted before the 
private company is able to 
sell or offer any derivative 
services to the rest of the 
market for a profit.
2.   Ensure that the author-
ity provide a certification 
before selling or leasing 
any asset, that shows in 
quantifiable terms how that 
sale or lease will financially 
benefit the residents or the 
authority’s budget. The 
authority’s analysis must 
be auditable and provide 
specific f inancial infor-
mation on the individual 
transactions.

Notice of formation of CREATE 
ACCOUNT LLC. Art. of Org. 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York SSNY on 
12/17/2019. Office: Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail 
copy of any process served 
against the LLC to 14480 
Sanford Ave #4K Flushing NY 
11355. Purpose: e-commerce. 
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

TOP TITLE SERVICES, LLC 
Art. Of Org. Filed Sec. of State 
of NY 10/21/19. Off. Loc .: 
Queens Co. SSNY designated 
as agent upon whom process 
may be served & shall mail 
proc.: c/o  Jason Gomez, 
219- 21 Jamaica Avenue, 
Queens Village, NY 11428. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

N o t i c e  o f  f o r m a t i o n  o f 
PRISTINE MAINTENANCE 
SVC LLC article of organization 
f iled with the Secretary of 
State of New York SSNY on 
10/08/2019 of f ice located 
in Queens SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail copy 
of any process served against 
the LLC 61-11 64th Street, 
Middle Village, NY 11379. 
Purpose any lawful purpose. 
12/26/2019,1/2,9,16,23&30/2020

   Alley Pond Environmental 
Center is moving this week-
end. We will reopen in our 
temporary (for the next two 
years) home located at 224-
75 76th Avenue in Oakland 
Gardens, NY 11364. This 
is at the eastern end of the 
large parking lot just of 
Springfield Boulevard in 
Alley Pond Park. We will be 
open for visitors on January 
2nd. Our Grand Opening 
Ribbon Cutting and Open 
House will be on Saturday, 
January 11th from 11am to 
2pm.
   Meanwhile, at our North-
ern Boulevard location a 
brand-new environmental 
center is being built for us. 
We look forward to moving 
back into this new facility in 
about two years.

Alley Pond  
Environmental 

Center is  
Moving

     In recognition of Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, 
NYS Senator James Sanders 
Jr. (D-Rochdale Village, 
Far Rockaway) will host 
a STEM education event 
called “Blueprints for Suc-
cess.”
     In one of Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s last speeches, 
“What’s in your Life’s Blue-
print,” he reminds students 
to take advantage of the 
opportunities presented to 
them to ensure that they 
are prepared for the ever-
changing world.  In an age of 
technological domination, 
the big question to ask is, 
“What does the future look 
like in 2020 and beyond?” 
     Attendees of the event 
will engage in workshops, 
and hear panel discussions 
geared towards exposure to 
future opportunities. The 
goal of this tech event is to 
promote economic growth, 
job creation, and provide 
career transitions that ben-
efit all of Southeast Queens. 
This event is for the whole 
family. Everyone is encour-
aged to attend!
     You must RSVP. Please 
call Senator Sanders’ Office 
at 718-523-3069 or
718-327-7017 to reserve 
your seat.
Date: Monday, January 20, 
2020
Time: 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Location: 10-45 Nameoke 
Street
Far Rockaway NY, 11691

Sen.  Sanders 
to Host  

Community 
Tech Event in 

Honor of MLK 
- Blueprints for 

Success

Keep the Roads 
Safe this Holiday 

Season

   Keep up with vehicle main-
tenance. If you are heading 
out for a long trip, now is the 
perfect time to for mainte-
nance on your vehicle. Check 
your oil, windshield wiper 
fluid and tire pressure before 
heading out on the road. 
   Hide valuables to avoid ve-
hicle break-ins. Avoid leaving 
anything valuable out in the 
open in your vehicle. If you 
are traveling with holiday 
gifts, place them in your trunk 
or in a covered storage area 
to keep them hidden from car 
thefts. 
   Take it slow. Slowing down 
about 5-10mph can increase 
your fuel economy as well 
as keep everyone else safer 
around you, especially if you 
are driving in poor weather 
conditions. 
   Drive on a full tank. Keep 
your gas tank full to avoid 
fuel lines from freezing. Plan 
fuel stops along the way, so 
you’re never caught with an 
empty tank. 
   Even when you are com-
pletely prepared, accidents 
can still happen. If you find 
yourself in an accident, be 
sure to call 911 if anyone is 
injured, safely steer clear 
of the f low of traffic, file a 
police report and exchange 
insurance information to file 
a claim with your lInsurance 
company.
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Prohealth Mount Sinai MSO, 
LLC.  Articles of Org. filed Sec. 
of State (SSNY) on 11/4/19.  
Of f ice:  23 -22 30th Ave., 
Astoria, NY 11102, Queens 
County.  SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail copy of process to the 
company c/o Nixon Peabody 
LLP, 50 Jericho Quadrangle, 
Ste. 300, Jericho, NY 11753.  
Purpose:any lawful purpose.  
11/28,12/5,12,19,26/2019&1/2/2020

PREMIER DEM O LIT IO N 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
10/29/2019. Cty: QUEENS. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process to 
58-35 47TH ST., MASPETH, 
NY 11378. General Purpose. 11
/28,12/5,12,19,26/2019&1/2/2020

Notice of formation of KEMET 
ASSETS LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the Sec. of State 
of NY SSNY on 10/22/2019. 
Of f ice located in Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail 
p roc ess  to  107- 41  8 8 th 
Street, Queens, NY 11417 . 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

CITATION
File No. 2017-4578
SURROGATE’S 
COURT,QUEENS COUNTY
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE 
OF NEW YORK,
By the Grace of God Free and 
Independent
TO: Cameo Lawrence,. Pierre 
Lawrence if living and if dead; 
to Pierre Lawrence heirs at 
law, next of kin and distributees 
whose names and places of 
r es i denc e  a re  unk nown 
and if Pierre Lawrence died 
subsequent to the decedent 
herein, to Pierre Lawrence’s 
executors, administrators, 
legatees, devisees, assignees 
and successors in interest 
whose names and place of 
residence are unknown and to 
ail other heirs at law, next of kin 
and distributees of Edward Allan 
Lawrence, the decedent herein, 
whose names and places of 
residence are unknown and 
cannot after diligent inquiry be 
ascertained
   A petition having been duly 
filed by Olivia Yvonne Lawrence 
who is/are domiciled at 15765 
Concord Sappony Road, Stony 
Creek. Virginia 23882
   YOU ARE HEREBY CITED 
TO SHOW CAUSE before the 
Surrogate s Court Queens 
C o u n t y,  8 8 -11  S u t p h i n 
Boulevard, Rm 62,  Jamaica 
New York, on January 
16, 2020 at 9:30 o’clock in the 
fore noon of that day, why a 
decree should not be made in 
the estate of EDWARD ALLAN 
LAWRENCE lately domiciled 
at  179-12 Selover Road, St. 
Albans, New York 11434, United 
States admitting to probate a 
Will dated  June 14,2016 (and 
Codicil(s), if any, dated, a copy of 
which is attached, as the Will of 
EDWARD ALLAN LAWRENCE 
deceased, relating to real and 
personal property, and directing 
that 
[X] Letters Testamentary issue 
to Olivia Yvonne Lawrence
[ ] Letters of Trusteeship issue 
to
[ ] Letters of Administration 
c.t.a to
[ ] Further relief sought (if any):
Dated, Attested and Sealed, 
NOVEMBER 20, 2019
HON. PETER J. KELLY
Surrogate
JAMES LIM BECKER
Chief Clerk
Joseph A. Ledwidge Esq.
Name of Attorney
The Law Office of Joseph A. 
Ledwidge P.C
Firm
(718) 276-6656
Telephone
170 -26 Cedarcrof t  Road, 
Jamaica Estates. New York 
11432
Address
NOTE: This citation is served 
upon you as required by law. 
You are not required to appear. 
If you fail to appear it will be 
assumed you do not object to 
the relief requested. You have a 
right to have an attorney appear 
for you. 
12/5,12,19&26/2019

SOTOS 1972 LLC, Ar ts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 8/22/2019. Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to SOTIRIOS 
M .  B IS B I K IS ,  3 610  172 
STREET, FLUSHING, NY 
11358. General Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

Notice of formation of APRIL’S 
STUDIO LLC. Arts. of Org. 
filed with the Sec. of State 
of NY SSNY on 9/24/2019. 
Of f ice located in Queens 
County.  SSNY has been 
designated for service of 
process. SSNY shall mail 
process to 2311 Crescent 
S t ,  A s t o r i a  N Y  1110 5 . 
Purpose: any lawful purpose. 
11/21,28,12/5,12,19,&26/2019

Vydman Consulting LLC. Arts. 
Of Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 11/4/2019. 
OFC. in Queens CTY. SSNY 
desig. as agentupon whom 
processmay be served&shall 
mailprocess to 7018 Central 
Ave., Glendale, NY, 11385. 
PUR: Any lawful purpose. 
11/21,28,12/5,12,19,&26/2019

1542 EAST 15TH STREET 
LLC,  A r t s  o f  O r g .  f i l e d 
with Sec. of  State of NY 
(SSNY) 10/25/2019. Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to BRENDAN 
ARMSTRONG, 191 BEACH 
126 ST., BELLE HARBOR, 
NY 11694. General Purpose. 
11/21,28,12/5,12,19,&26/2019

5752 LLC, Arts of Org. filed 
with Sec. of  State of NY 
(SSN Y )  10 /8 /2019.  C t y : 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to ANTONIO 
AMBROSINO GR ANTOR 
R E T A I N E D  A N N U I T Y 
T R U S T,  C / O  M I C H A E L 
AMBOSINO, TRUSTEE, 57-
52 49TH ST., MASPETH, 
NY 11377. General Purpose. 
11/21,28,12/5,12,19,&26/2019

Ferny Hear t Heroes LLC, 
Arts of Org filed with SSNY 
on 11/01/19. Office Location: 
Q u e e n s  C o u n t y,  S S N Y 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail a copy of process to: The 
LLC, 107-19 103rd St #1, Ozone 
Park, NY 11417. Purpose: 
to engage in any lawful act. 
11/21,28,12/5,12,19,&26/2019

CAMPOVERDE PROPERTIES 
LLC,  A r t s  o f  O r g .  f i l e d 
with Sec. of State of NY 
(SSNY) 10/31/2019.  Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & 
shall mail process to 85-29 
86TH ST, WOODHAVEN, 
NY 11421. General Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

BC 14 REALTY LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 10/11/17. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
104-14 37th Drive, Corona, NY 
11368. The registered agent 
address is c/o NHP Business 
M a n a g e m e n t  S e r v i c e s 
Inc., 229 Jericho Turnpike, 
New Hyde Park, NY 11040. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020
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www.queenstimes.com 

SUPREME COURT OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK
COUNTY OF QUEENS
Index No. 6867/2019
SUNG CHUN CHOI,
Plaintiff,
-against-
HUANG SHOOK MIN,
Defendant.
Date Summons Filed:
Plaintiff designates Queens 
County as the place of trial.
The basis of venue is Plaintiffs 
residence.
SUMMONS WITH NOTICE
Plaintiff resides at 2356 129th 
Street, College Point, NY 
11356.
ACTION FOR DIVORCE 
To  t h e  a b o v e  n a m e d 
Defendant:
Y O U  A R E  H E R E B Y 
SUMMONED to serve a notice 
of appearance on the Plaintiff’s 
Attorneys within twenty (20) 
days after the service of this 
summons, exclusive of the 
day of service (or within thirty 
(30) days after the service is 
complete if this summons is 
not personally delivered to you 
within the State of New York); 
and in case of your failure to 
appear, judgment will be taken 
against you by default for the 
relief demanded in the notice 
set forth below.
Dated: November 6, 2019
(Claire) Yunjeong Choi, Esq.
Law Of f ices of Choi and 
Associates, P.C.
Attorneys for Plaintiff
35-14 150th Place, Suite 302
Flushing, NY 11354
7184617100
12/5,12,19&26/2019

622 CHESTER LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/13/2019. 
C t y :  Q U E E N S .  S S N Y 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process aga ins t  may be 
served & shall mail process 
to 180 -34 UNION TPKE., 
FR ES H M E A D OWS,  N Y 
11366. General  Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

132 LA SOLIKA LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/13/2019. 
C t y :  Q U E E N S .  S S N Y 
desig. as agent upon whom 
process aga ins t  may be 
served & shall mail process 
to 180 -34 UNION TPKE., 
FR ES H M E A D OWS,  N Y 
11366. General  Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

2931 BRUCKNER BLVD LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 11/15/2019. 
Cty: QUEENS. SSNY desig. 
as agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 9-22 119TH 
ST., COLLEGE POINT, NY 
11356. General Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

HULA CAB LLC, Arts of Org. 
f iled with Sec. of State of 
NY (SSNY) 11/8/2019. Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to MICHAEL 
LEVINE, 25-11 41ST AVENUE, 
LONG ISLAND CITY, NY 
11101. General  Purpose. 
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

V & S 3800 LLC Articles of 
Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 4/10/2019. Office in 
Queens Co. SSNY desig. 
agent of LLC whom process 
may be served.  SSNY shall 
mail process to 172-14 89th 
Ave.,  Jamaica, NY 11432.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Formation of JZ 
Parsons Property LLC. filed 
with SSNY on 11/12/2019. 
Office location: Queens County. 
SSNY designated as agent 
of LLC upon whom process 
may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to JZ Parsons 
Property LLC, 140-35 Beech 
Ave, 7R, Flushing, NY 11355. 
Purpose: any lawful activity.  
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

P O P  C U L T U R A L L Y 
AWKWARD LLC. Ar ts. of 
Org. filed with the SSNY on 
11/19/2019. Office: Queens 
County. Elizabeth Grammaticas 
designated as agent of the LLC 
upon whom process against 
i t  may be ser ved. SSNY 
shall mail copy of process 
to Elizabeth Grammaticas 
at  1689 Gates Ave,  Apt 
2R, Ridgewood, NY 11385. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

458 FAIRVIEW AVENUE 
LLC, Arts of Org. filed with 
Sec. of State of NY (SSNY) 
10/22/2019. Cty: QUEENS. 
SSNY desig. as agent upon 
whom process against may be 
served & shall mail process 
to SUSAN KARCHER, 89-23 
69TH RD, FOREST HILLS, NY 
11375. General Purpose.
11/28,12/5,12,19,26/2019&1/2/2020

NUAUTO JAMAICA LLC Articles 
of Org. filed NY Sec. of State 
(SSNY) 11/5/2019. Office in 
Queens Co. SSNY desig. agent 
of LLC whom process may 
be served.  SSNY shall mail  
process to 130-29 Merrick Blvd., 
Jamaica, NY 11434, which is also 
the principal business location.  
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.  
11/28,12/5,12,19,26/2019&1/2/2020

Notice of formation of Globaltek 
LLC article of organization filed 
with the Secretary of State of 
New York SSNY on 08/16/2019 
of f ice located in Queens 
SSNY has been designated 
for service of process. SSNY 
shall mail copy of any process 
served against the LLC 169-04 
140 Ave, Jamaica NY 11434.
Purpose any lawful purpose. 
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

LENNY’S WEST INDIAN 
COOKHOUSE LLC, Arts of 
Org. filed with Sec. of State 
of NY (SSNY) 9/12/2019. Cty: 
QUEENS. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 112-06 LIBERTY 
AVE., RICHMOND HILLS, 
NY 11419. General Purpose.  
12/5,12,19,26/2019,1/2&9/2020

S H RI  S A I  G RO U P L LC 
Articles of Org. filed NY Sec. 
of State (SSNY) 11/13/2019. 
Office in Queens Co. SSNY 
desig. agent of LLC whom 
process may be served.  SSNY 
shall mail  process to 10-02 
44th Dr., Long Island City, 
NY 11101, which is also the 
principal business location. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose.  
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

JT WOODSIDE LLC. Arts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 01/08/14. Office: Queens 
County. SSNY designated 
as agent of the LLC upon 
whom process against it may 
be served. SSNY shall mail 
copy of process to the LLC, 
39-07 Prince Street, Suite 
5C, Flushing, NY 11354. 
Purpose: Any lawful purpose. 
12/12,19,26/2019,1/2,9&16/2020

11 EAST 10TH ROAD, LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 11/25/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 334 Cross 
Bay Blvd., Broad Channel, 
NY 11693. General Purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

11 EAST 10TH ROAD, LLC, 
Arts of Org. filed with Sec. of 
State of NY (SSNY) 11/25/2019. 
Cty: Queens. SSNY desig. as 
agent upon whom process 
against may be served & shall 
mail process to 334 Cross 
Bay Blvd., Broad Channel, 
NY 11693. General Purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice of Quali f icat ion of 
CIVICPLUS, LLC Appl. for 
Auth. filed with Secy. of State 
of NY (SSNY) on 12/09/19. 
O f f i ce  locat ion:  Queens 
County. LLC formed in Kansas 
(KS) on 07/08/98. SSNY 
designated as agent of LLC 
upon whom process against 
it may be served. SSNY shall 
mail process to Corporation 
Service Co., 80 State St., 
Albany, NY 12207-2543. KS 
addr. of LLC: 302 S. Fourth 
St., Ste. 500, Manhattan, KS 
66502. Cert. of Form. filed 
with KS Secy. of State, 120 
SW 10th Ave., Topeka, KS 
66612.  Purpose: To provide 
software as a service and 
related professional services, 
such as training and consulting 
with regard to the same, to state 
and local municipalities. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

EX HOLDINGS LLC, Ar ts. 
of Org. filed with the SSNY 
on 12/13/2019. Of f ice loc: 
Queens County. SSNY has 
been designated as agent 
upon whom process against 
the LLC may be served. SSNY 
shall mail process to: Denis 
Xhari and Anila Celi, 24-65 
46th Street, Astoria, NY 11103. 
Purpose: Any Lawful Purpose. 
12/19,26/2019,1/2,9,16&23/2020

Notice is hereby given that a 
license, number 1323961 for 
on-premises Liquor has been 
applied for by the undersigned 
to sell liquor at retail in a 
Restaurant under the Alcoholic 
Beverage Control Law at  
37-18 Northern Blvd., Suite 
106, Long Island City, NY 11101 
for on premises consumption. 
RCano Group Inc d/b/a RCano 
Events aka The Standard Café. 
12/26/2019&1/2/2020

cut you or explode,” added 
Schumer. “It’s a potential 
danger that should be in 
the garbage, not on a store 
shelf, or worse, wrapped 
under a tree.” 
     In the United States 
alone, there are 1,271 TJ 
Maxx, 1,125 Marshalls and 
807 HomeGoods stores. In 
New York State there are 
84 TJ Maxx stores, 85 
Marshalls stores, and 56 
HomeGoods stores; ~13 
stores in the Bronx, ~11 in 
Brooklyn, ~15 in Manhat-
tan, ~13 in Queens, and ~6 
on Staten Island. 

(Continued from page 4)

Amid Warning 
Against TJ Maxx 

For Selling  
Recalled  
Products  

in NYC & LI
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Council Member Barry S. Grodenchik 
Celebrates The Holidays With  
Bayside Hills Civic Association

     Council Member Barry S. 
Grodenchik and elected of-
ficials (l-r) Assembly Member 
Edward C. Braunstein,  Senator 
John C. Liu, Congress Member 
Grace Meng, and Assembly 
Member Nily D. Rozic take in 

the festivities of the Bayside 
Hills Holiday Lighting Festival, 
which featured the lighting of 
the menorah and Christmas tree.  
Almost 100 residents attended to 
sip on hot cocoa and enjoy the 
holiday songs.

Santa and FDNY’s Humble Heroes 
Visit NewYork-Presbyterian Queens

On December 18, 2019, patients at NewYork-Presbyterian 
Queens were treated to a visit from Santa, as well as FDNY’s 
Humble Heroes!  Santa, the superheroes, and the elves 
visited pediatric patients and handed out gifts.  Everyone 
enjoyed the cheerful visit from these real life superheroes. 

Opening of the Memorial to Queens Vietnam War  
Fallen and Veterans

Pictured above is John Rowan, 
National President of the Vietnam 
Veterans of America greeted 
dignitaries and addressed 
the gathering after Queens 
Borough President Melinda Katz 
acknowledging the contribution 
of the NYC Parks Department 
and Commissioner Mitchell 
Silver in the construction 
of the memorial before the 
dedication and ribbon-cutting 
of the Queens Vietnam War 
Memorial to those killed and 
wounded and current veterans.  
It took place in a bitterly-cold 
Elmhurst Park on Grand Avenue. 
Photos by Walter Karling.


